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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching
of Edexcel B Short Course GCSE Religious Studies Area of Study 1: Always check the exam board
Section 2: Marriage and the Family — for study with the religion of Yvelbs;e forhnew mforrrr]\atlon,
Christianity. All areas of the specification are covered, and questions NEUEINg changes tothe

d activit included K led 4 abili d to hel specification and sample
and activities are mcg ed to teét nowledge and ability, and to help assessment material.
students to engage with the topics.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate concepts. Key words and Bible quotes
are included to help students to understand the material and to further their grasp of the subjects. A
brief introduction to the course and answering exam questions is provided for students at the start, and
answers and a mark scheme are included at the end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or complement to a textbook, as a class text
or for independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific
classroom activity or homework.

This topic involves studying a number of different arguments, ideas and opinions, from different
Christian and non-religious perspectives. This should both inform students, and develop their thinking,
enabling them to approach issues from different points of view.

Common and divergent Christian perspectives are covered, as are non-religious views where necessary.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without
oversimplification, while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout we
have tried to present all views in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully, this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their
exams. It should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they
want to teach to their class.

Note: this theme covers several controversial and potentially upsetting issues such as homosexuality and divorce. It is advised that
teachers review these sections before sharing them with their classes, and warn students about any content which may distress or offend.

May 2018

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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(ntroduction to the Course and How to Answ

This course aims to cover Christian and non-religious beliefs, and teachings ar:

and the family, as well as philosophical and ethical theory — and to assess yout

This course companion is designed to equip you with the information you ne
knowledge and ability to answer related questions. Ne'.
exam-style, but those which are should be an SW e i

i._he questions an
articular ways.

=

The exam board will give you /a5 F .

e questlons and ask you
to give brief examples, 2 ' a4 kag you to ‘explain” and
‘evaluate” hg " i

11935 M) use S technical terms where possible, and to write
yle that is easy to follow and using correct speliings
and grammar. More or less writing will be required, depending on

the number of marks. Try to spend as little time as possible on the

gms' When answering all questions it is

well using a™

shorter questions, to allow yourself more time for longer ones.

For this section you will get a 3-mark, 4-mark, 5-mark, and
12-mark question in the exam.

Hopefully this resource will be interesting,
informative, and help you to achieve good
results.

For the 3-mark question you will be asled to “outline
three examples, such as teadnw . ’FOI ‘outline’ quest

you can give three ONe-SC iy A swers. You will ge

num of 3 marks.

’)

mark for each »oat

< qaestion you will be asked to “explain” two things, e.g.

f U ) ,',eu"‘t(‘i'give twao different points, and, to get full marks, you must
% th; for example, with a quote or other evidence. So you can think of i
’""“per point and a mark for developing each point. This should show that
information as well as being able to recall it. The developments must b
point they are justifying and to the question, and you will not get full m
same justification for both points you give in one answer.

The 5-mark question is very similar to the 4-mark question. As well as maki
developing/justifying both, you should refer to at least one source of wisdom
Bible or Catholic teaching (as well as your development/justification). Again, {
points are as different as possible so that the person marking gives you credit :
point/development you make.

The 12-mark question is the longest, and f‘m s o e iifore to remember. You will n

means giving arguments and justifi : ncl agamst the statement (so agreeing w
alternative point of view).

also need to g

given!) and 0%
=
non-religiou! 6""
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Marriage and the Famil

Many Christians look to their religion to provide them with moral guida
teachings regarding marriage, sexual relationships and families within Chr.
homosexuality, contraception and divorce are controversial within the r
support local families, and some Christians see dtfferer" oles for men an
others do not.

Keywords: .
L contraceptmn ok L&t aim nto stop someone becoming pregna
. ‘--.'f mectlons

.egal end of a marnage

w» marriage a legaljommg of two people. In Christianity, this is normally a
is seen as spiritual as well
% morality — ideas about what is right and wrong

Marriage

The Bible contains teaching about marriage, and different Church deno
about marriage, which may be due to different interpretations of the Bib

Keywords:

% atheist - someone who does not believe in God

% cohabitation - living with a partner unmarried, oft=; i a sexual relation
< denomination - a particular branch within e @ i "e.d. Catholicism, A
» humanist - someone who aims t¢ [0 ’O\/w fife, without belief in God
% procreation - makmg/h?v A

» sacrament—apar o «1 T r)ortant warship practice which has even hig

e A purpose of marriage for Christians is procreation and raising a fami
being married as being a good thing if you want to have a family, to
Other Christians think that once married you should have a family and
should actively try to have children. This is based on Bible verses such
tells humans to have children. This is taught by the Catholic Church, &
Catholics and some more conservative Orthodo" 7. istians or Protest
denominations of Christianity). .y "f*
% So marriage can be importar. - irbuéngif they believe it provi:

Those who see hav' catonnyas bemg an important part of Go

_<Ir'their Christian life in that it allows them t

‘Be fruitful and mmltiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 NR
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e A purpose of marriage for Christians is to allow couples to
express love and friendship; to care for and support each
other through life.

%  This makes marriage important because a married
couple’s love and friendship may play a very large part
in their lives. Because of the amount of time a Christian
will spend with their spouse, trying to, Iy & 4 d+ apport
them, marriage will be significar® 11 ff : Christian life
as Jesus taught to love i - - Ad treat them well.

“In: }ingﬁo to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the lau
(Matthew 7:12 NRSV) [The Golden Rule]

e A purpose of marriage for many Christians is being able to have sex.
should not have sex outside of marriage, or at least that long-term se;
to marriage, to make them official. The Catholic Church teaches that
a person’s dignity, so marriage is important for allowing sex which the
‘good’.
% This makes marriage important for Christians as it allows them to

commitment to their partner through sex.

/ ‘But froni the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” For this rea
father and wmother and be joined to lis wife, 721" e two shall become.
(Mark 1” L \:(5 4

Eévc“‘
e Many CMistians also think a purpose of marriage is to symbolise the r

(represented by the husband) and his Church (represented by the wife

because of this; this is indicated in Ephesians 5.

% So marriage represents an even more important relationship of Ic
feminist Christians may not like this comparison, as it may make t
female partner. However, for those who do make this compariso
reflecting the relationship between Jesus and Christians.

‘For the husband Is the head of the wife just as Chyist is the head of the church...” (

 Some Christians believe that marriage is i ap. rt t because it is a sacr
practice, which they believe corv.y . d's grace. Itis significant in Ck
way of receiving God'’s =+ ""c 1 mlﬂllmg his purpose. This is believe
some othar brz~, - 'ff w.1r|s‘uam’cy For those who believe this, marri
Those el ;e “this believe it is especially important not to divorce
Christi g 0 do not believe marriage is a sacrament still think it is a

‘So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together
(Mark 10:8-9 NRSV)

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1, Section 2 Page 4 of 39
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e Many Christians think that marriage is important because it has been ¢
people to get married, and Jesus appears to have approved of marria¢
had intended for marriage, and joined people together in marriage (ir:

e Many Christians see marriage as important in helping to maintain a st:
break-ups and changing relationships.

Atheist and Humanist Approaches to Marr'~. - .. nd Cohabitatio
Some non-religious people (including athe’st | e i Aumanlsts) see no nee
lacks importance. They may feel *' . <¢ 3 Juitation — living together unma
relationship — is perfecf'v o ,te =00, because there is no God to decree th

provide stabmty for raising a family.

They may also feel that there is no point to marriage and/or that
cohabiting is more sensible than marriage because many couples
split up, and having to go through a divorce is messy and
expensive, and does not help with stability for any children involved.

However, some atheists and humanists may still think that marriage
is a good idea, not for religious reasons, but for stability, and
because it requires couples to make a commitment to each
other, which may make them happy and help them to lead good
lives. Many humanists have humanist weddings, so tha* hey
can have a ceremony which suits them but is nof e » ’rOL 5. in

Humanists, o ey ages ‘shows that many humanists do
value matt’! }en W|th0ut religious significance.

Christian Responses
Some Christians object to cohabitation due to believing that sex should or:
(e.g. Catholics). Some may feel that there are valid objections to cohabi
God's will and religious factors into account:

e Being comfortable with cohabitation may mean that couples move fo
relationship — this can cause problems if they decide to split up and o
move out of their shared accommodation.

e Cohabitation and sex before marriage may be a bad idea if children
unstable cohabitating relationship.

However, tolerant Protestants may accept cohabiti=-, - 5. bles — the Chur
accept cohabiting couples working toward- n 4rr. -2, “Some modern Ch
fine even if the couple are not sur=. t sy 4+, gef'marr!ed because they th
teaching in Chﬂst;amty e "n he Golden Rule (see above).

1. Outline three reasons why a Christian may feel marriage is importan

2. Outline three reasons why a non-religious person may feel that marria
important.

3. Explain two purposes of marriage for Christians.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1, Section 2 Page 5 of 39
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Sexual Relationships

As seen above, part of the importance of marriage for Christians is the in
relationship. Different Christians have different views on different types of

Keywords: L
% celibacy - the state of not engaglng in rom: ,.llonshlps or sexual ac
% contraception - methods whlch 2 it - op s6meone becoming pregnan

sexually transmitted infectiis a7

% extramarital se)" A ke where at least one of the participants is
th X .avmg sex with

- sex out5|de of marriage

homo*% xuallty a sexual orientation where people are attracted to peopl
nuclear family — a unit of parents living together with their biological chil
open marriage — a marriage where the partners agree they can have sex w

premarital sex — sex before being married

¢

7

8

33

%

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

Nature and Importance of Sexual Relationships for Christians
Most Christians see sexual relationships as important, and not something
because they see them as something which conveys love and commitmen
indicate that sex forms a bond between a couple, so sex is significant.

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them muale and fernle.” For this rea
father and mother and be joined to his wife, 0n-" e two shall become
(Mark 100 <0 L5 )

acts other @#

oo NI} al sexual intercourse, as other sexual acts are not act

Christians V5t engage in other types of sexual activity, though many C

designed as an enjoyable activity, and will engage in other types of sexual

partner/spouse.

One important early Christian, St Paul, believed that it was better to be ce
remain more focused on God. Some Christians have agreed with this, and
their lives more fully to God. Some join religious orders and become mon
Church, priests must remain unmarried and celibate, as they are seen to b

" he who marries his fiancée does well; and lie who refrains from marriag
(1 Corinthians 7:38 N2:5V)

St Paul recommended that marries. = 4 ;sisho"i}‘ld have sex with each oth
they decided to refrain fro> = « 5 .« time to focus on their relationship w

0B 3
i gauc&“’ e mloﬂzm cuc’pt perhaps by agreement for a sef tine, to devote you

conie together again, so that Satan may iot tempt you because of your lack
(1 Corinthians 7:5 NRSV)

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1, Section 2 Page 6 of 39
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Attitudes to Sex Outside of Marriage

Many Christians believe that sexual relationships should take place only
teaching of the Catholic Church, and a more conservative Christian view.
Christians have a more relaxed view to premarital sex, sex before being
a committed relationship.

However, most Christians dtsapprove of adult’ Ja cmled extramarlta§
who is married has sex with someone **. v spouse (husband or
Ten Commandments, importar ..t ¢ . Arte Old Testament which many C
generally seen to be th « . “uof bemg loving. Most people would not

[ “You shall not commit adultery.” (Exodus 20:14 NRSV)

Non-religious people such as humanists and atheists are likely not to hav
so long as it is consensual. Some will feel that sex should only take place i
though others feel that sex is a personal decision and if someone wants to h
then that is their choice. Some Christians do agree, and accept some premaﬁ
above). However, this is not the case with many Christians — see Christian o§

Humanists and atheists are likely to disapprove of adultery in the sense th::
cheating on your partner is wrong. This is especially e for humanists, as
treat others with respect and dignity. Howeve” r a1, . tis.5 and atheists mé
adultery if a couple has already spllt UBze s zing through the process ¢
may see the cheating as the nr s 1, ~~herthan the breaking of marriage
atheists may also accer 4 A ‘_‘ 7 arrlages where a couple is married, but t

4 N r;eople because both partners agree on this, it ma
‘. 'hnsnans will not see this as acceptable because they beli
relationship and married partners should only have sex with each other.

Afttitudes to Homosexuality
There are various different attitudes to homosexual

Some Christians, such as Evangelical Christians, b
wrong in itself, and that if people pray to God, h
homosexual feelings. This is based on teaching in:
homosexuality in the Bible.

You shall nof l' =1 N i 71?1[ a8 with a woman;
' Lwﬂ‘mm 18:22 NRSV)

Vst ot fndulge in sexual immiorality...” (1 Cos

Some other Chrlsttans believe that homosexual activity is a sin, but that hc
sinful if people control them and do not act on them, because their feeling
taught by the Catholic Church, and also believed by some conservative Or:
Christians. They believe homosexual activity is sinful because it is prohibit

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1, Section 2 Page 7 of 39
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example in Leviticus, and sexual immorality is prohibited in some New Tes
interpret these references to include homosexual sex. The Catholic Churct:
sex because its position is that all sexual activity should be open to the po
this is not possible with homosexual sex. They may also feel that homosex
role of the traditional nuclear family as a foundation for society.

However, some Christians, such as more hbera' D ;i ar s, are not oppos
relationships. One reason for this is th’f Yay» ~y ueel that the commandt
the Old Testament do not ne@r‘ S ‘f iwwed any more because Christiar
the Jewish law. Forey . - Astlans do not keep many Jewish dietary

]
o

morality, arnd so they would also be redundant in this way. Christians may
important than following rules, and that loving homosexual relationships t:
stopped. Further, there is no record of Jesus condemning homosexuality,
judge others, and did not always condemn those who had committed sins
woman in John 8. Some Christians may feel that homosexuality is sinful, b
God, so itis unfair to treat homosexuals badly when no one is perfect.

‘Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Let me take the speck out of your eye,” whi
eye?” (Matthew 7:4 NRSV) [Jesus on not judging others, when you are not

‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone...” (John 8:7 I
that they can condemnn an adulterous wonwain if they themselves are

G -

However, not all Christians who ac | ¢ . )sexual coupies and homosex
homosexuals should be alizevid ’m La marrled They may believe this bec
marriage is beawver “and a woman, and Jesus taught that marriage
womar (ir: ‘Zg ':1(, ~Some also feel that if Christian denominations acce
vicars who Gt

or will face Eegal challenges.

Ot agree with homosexual marriage will be forced to perfo

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” For this rea
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become ¢
(Mark 10:6-8 NRSV)

Some non-religious people will discriminate against homosexual people ¢
wrong. However, many humanists and atheists do not have a problem w
is not seen as a sin against God, then they see no reason to treat homosex
heterosexual ones. Humanists campaign for equaht\/ i eneral, including
couples. Those non-religious people who fee' sa ‘fc ¢ ceptable in a loving

homosexual couples, and those that f.c'  tawy consensuaE sex is accept
and heterosexuals who have .x JIP . sadl sex, or more partners.

Christians 1%-?’9 :‘c ot ;'Ai'idfﬁosexuality may have very similar views to huma
Christians g5 not accept homosexuality, or homosexual sexual activity
atheists that while allowing homosexuality may seem fair, it is not part of
does not make sense to humans, it should still be followed.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1, Section 2 Page 8 of 39
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Interpretations of 1 Corinthians 6:7-20 — Sexual Relationships
Homosexuality

One reason that there are different views within Christianity on S
sexual relationships outside of marriage and homosexuality is that rec
some quotes can be interpreted in different ways. On first glance, ¢
1 Corinthians 6:7-20 clearly condemns sexual relation~* " 's outside N
of marriage and homosexuality — it claims tha' e m ‘tors (those hVOV;
who have sex outside of marrlage) by & s*mqtes (who would

have had sex with other mef“.., 4105 unﬂltes {(people who have

anal sex) W|I¥ notinke i 4 . ,j.,,gdom of God. It also claims that sexual sin
sin agains® : -a.‘%d"ffﬁe Spirit of God should live in a Christian’s body

09

the proper! gaw“ 'od However, it can also be interpreted in other ways.

‘Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? F
be one flesh.” ... Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the bod
against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spi
have from God, and that you are not your own?’
(1 Corinthians 6:16, 18-19 NRSV)

and sex with prostitutes was seen as polluting. This is very different fr
relationship, especially one which leads to marriage. So some Christia
‘fornication’ within relationships as bad because it is in a different con
emphasised in biblical passages such as this. A

o If fornication {sex outside of marriage} is suck.:  / %en if homosexu
the UK and many other countries, thﬂ\ w ui" otbe committing this

» Male prostitution is also condemned because of the type of relationsh
money for sexual acts, or engaging in ritualistic sex as part of worship
within Christianity. Condemning male prostitutes does not automatic
homosexual relationships.

e There s also debate about how the word ‘'sodomite’ is used in the Bib
someone from the place Sodom, which God condemned in the Old Te
with anal sex, as the male inhabitants of Sodom wanted to rape two (
However, other places in the Bible claim that Sodom’s sin was not hor:
refusal to help others. So some argue that 'sodomite’, when used neg
these 'sins’ and not to homosexuality.

This was the guilt of your sister Sodownt: she a1 lie. . '. Cers had pride, excess of foo
did nofﬂ s o ; »ond lltfi’dj (Ezckiel 16:49 NRSV)

Outline three reasons why a Christian may refrain from having sex.
5. Explain two reasons why Christians may oppose sex outside of marria

6. Explain two attitudes to homosexuality in Christianity. Refer to a sour.
and authority.
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Families

Christians and non-religious people may have different views on families
are many different types of families.

Keywords:

% baptism - a sacrament which involves immersir; 1
over the head. The baptism of small chil ‘re i

o contraceptlon methods wh'f' m ;,i;vop <omeone becoming pregnant

“Ja ar, or, for younger

& sacrament“— a particularly important worship practice which has even hig
like the Catholic and Orthodox Churches

The Purpose and Importance of Family
Procreation

Many Christians feel that they should have a family because, in Genesis, G¢
and have children. Therefore, the purpose of having a family is to fulfil G
and having a family is important because the family is part of God's plan fc

{ ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. ..’ (Genesis 1:28 NR

As seen above, some Christians, such as Caioice, i
that all sexual acts should be oper. « A¢ i S.sibility of
procreation. Some Chrict . Ve 1.5 even further —

; 1 oias Quwerfull do not use any
‘paon or family planning (including
natural famn\,-vpnanmng such as the rhythm method), as
they believe ali children are a blessing from God. They
feel that they should not do anything to stand in the way
of God giving them children, and often have very large

families.

Some people, including Christians, believe in marriage, but do not feel the
have a family. So not all married Christians feel called to procreation.

Additionally, some couples cannot have children even if they want to due
conceive) in either or bath members of the couple. They may accept reme
fertility treatment, adoption or fostering. Those th S bt or foster a chil
purpose is to have children, just not throuch * 1oL = tan “Note: while th
all sexual acts should be open to fh, 0. |ty of procreatlon it also accey
infertile through no fault of “; r'w e lt does not condemn such couples,

Security
Many people feel that one purpose of a family is to provide security — stak
children, who can grow up in a loving and safe environment; parents shou
children. Many religious and some non-religious people feel that marriagf

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1, Section 2 Page 10 of 39
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for a stable family for children, as this shows the commitment of a couple :
without disrupting their children’s family unit. Others will disagree, and fes
to be married to provide security for children. They may also feel that diff:
single-parent families, or separated parents who share custody of their c
and safe environment for their children.

Education of Children -

Christians may also feel that part of thﬂ L e Jr é famtly unit is to rais

the Catholtc Church makes the AL '\ " | .narries promise to raise their ch
.. *as a place for Iearmng about God and

without the 1BCus on religious education.

Many Christian families get their children baptised, to show that they are f
raising them as Christians and educating them in the faith. Baptism also s
of God. As an alternative, they may dedicate their child(ren) to God; hol
baptism, but without the sacrament taking place, so the child(ren) can ¢
older, if they wish.

Christians want their children to follow the right path in life, and believe th |
this. The Bible teaches that raising children correctly will set them on the ri¢

[ Train children in the vight way, and when old, they will not stray.” (Prov

s‘ " Oevelop good morals. The Blble
Ldn-a Chnstlan upbnngmg should mclud

»
£
‘And, fathtis, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring then: up in the disci
Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4 NRS V)

Christianity places an emphasis on children respecting the instruction of
learning from their education, which it inherits from Judaism.

/ ‘Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
giving you.” (Exodus 20:12 - the 5t of the Ten Commandme

‘Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honour your father an
commandment witl a promise: “so that it may be well with you and you may |
(Ephesians €7 ik V)

-

Other L 2
Some peoplegaay f = « - te purpose of having a family is so that you
in your ol¢ T‘f m. . chat families are important for this reason. Others ma
03(\0 3

reason to h\ge® family, but they may agree that families are important b
support each other.
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{mportance of Family
Christians may see the family as important because the human family ref
family of all Christians throughout the world. Also, Jesus took part in fam
start of Luke’s Gospel, and appeared to approve of family life in the Gosp
that family is definitely important to God.

Christians, and those who are not religious, mav f .. . A itis a personal

the family is important in fulflllmg the desii 2 ¢ fr Qa.mts to have children,
of children, and providing secu”’; ;
may feel that families 2> - ;

‘e j..a-care for them. Both Christia
“acih makmg up a stable society.

Same-Sex
Parents

Caad

T f
ype.o Description Different C
Family
A family unit where two parents Most Christians ap
live with their biological children, Some Christians w
Nuclear . .
or adopted children. Some think
of this as the traditional family.
A family unit where just one Christians may res
parent looks after their child or on all the responsi
children. This can be due to the would normally be
Sinale death of one parent, the end of Some Christians disa;
9 a relationship between parents, s A utles if they resu
Parent . . 16
or (in recent times) where = '*oreakdown or asing
woman has beconj; @ gﬁ",;?:?’?:‘ AAAAAAAA feel that children sh
with donat~.! = ' sra'single in a stable family, a

ore s = dopted a child.

children if they can

Teo ;n ;11y unit where both the

~rénts are the same gender.
They could have adopted a child;
one member of a lesbian
relationship could have become
pregnant with donated sperm;
or one member of a male gay
relationship could have fertilised

a donor egg.

Some Christians m
couples wish to pr
children.

Christians who disa
disapprove of hom
together because t
relationships are b
Equally, they may f

Extended

A family unit where extra
members of the family live with
parents and their children, for

uncles and cousins.

Blended

Ct istians may not
example grandparents or aunts . 1
' " hospitality.

A family unit wh- & t o _tone
i uaple has
ilc. 1+, iom a previous

o@

Ationshlp The children

| therefore live with one parent
and one step-parent, or children
of the new couple live with their
half-sibling(s).

Christians may app
family unit if a par
because they are p
children.

Christians may dis
parents of their ch
relationships.
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Quick Questions

7. Outline three different types of family.
8. Explain two ways in which Christians may respond to a single-paren

9. Explain two reasons why families are importart * - « wristians. Refer t
wisdom and authority. 4% |
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Support for the Family in the Local Parish

The family is not just important for members of the family itself. Other m
community often try to help because the family is important to the Chur

Keywords: v

% confirmation — where a Christian affirms tk §]T ; oftén where they hav
child and want to make promlse-C y hc—_ nselves

% counselling - helpmg ped ety ds§ thelr problems and suggesting s

% parish —-the arez 1 w'the local church works

How and Wny the Local Church Community Tries to Support Fa
Local churches often provide forms of worship for all the family. This ma
classes for children, often called Sunday school, which aim to teach child
in an age-appropriate, and often fun, way. There are various approaches
churches and for different ages. Often this is down to those who organis
young children may be heavily focused on colouring pictures from Bible
which may or may not be linked to the Bible. As children get older, the
focus may shift to spending longer telling the children Bible stories and,
while there may still be fun activities, less time will be spent on activities
which do not particularly help children to learn about Christianity.

Teenagers may study passages directly from the Bible, rather than hearin
the stories re-told, and will do more age-appropriate a-* sities. They ma
also focus more on more complex Bible passaf“ ZE (01 ﬁe\essarlly stories

but passages of teaching. Some Sun(‘“‘{ ol try to incorporate
modern technology, e.g. show' s [ = «(ions/ hve action films of Bible
stories, or other relevar o e Psion dlps They might also ask teenagers

st 'a u, ot relevant ideas on the Internet. Many churche
run separa: ié\,cow -school activities during services, but the children
may return tor the end of the service (some or all weeks), and may share
what they have done and learnt.

Many churches will also hold family-worship services, where talks are
more appropriate for a younger audience, and where there may be more
lively music, for example. Some churches also hold alternative types of
worship (usually at a time when other Church services are not happening
such as Saturday afternoon), such as Messy Church, where fun activities
are provided for children before a short time of worship.

Churches do this to help parents educate their childr-. the Christian f
where parents and children can celebrate the’ \_E*Ifun faith together.

Additionally, churches may s /lde ‘Ctrier groups for children, such as yo
Boys'/Girls’ Brgad~ '~ G.oups may teach about God and Christianity,
i Liiurches provide this to help parents teach their ch
@ thers ways, such as through teaching them practical ski
associated w:th church will make children want to attend church, and kee
Christianity.
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Churches also provide rites of passage for children. When children are bot
thanksgiving service, or Christening (infant baptism) to dedicate their chilc
them as a Christian. As a child gets older, if they have not been baptised, *
baptised. Once children are baptised and old enough to understand Chris
will be confirmed, to make promises about their faith and commitment tc
practices, and when and whether they happen varies bet veen different cht

Churches provide rites of passage to heli ' ar “;.ucus on bringing their ¢
faith, and to help children to f St L*‘e. taith as well.

provide them with people to talk to about any issues they may be having v

Some churches also provide classes to teach parents about childcare, or fa
families to work through issues, whether this is parents who are struggling
falling-outs.

This is because churches want their members to be happy, and have goo
want people to be able to serve each other, and in doing so, to serve Go

In genera! churches want to help famllles wrth fh i ;.’n‘k en because Jes

Interpretations of Matthew 19:1
There have been different interpretati

“Then little children were being brought
lay his hands on them and pray. The dis
who brought them; but Jesus said, “Let the
and do not stop them; for it is fo such a

(Matthew 19:13-14 N

N

An important point not to overlook is
ordinary people. This shows Jesus, an
God incarnate) tc | ;ipproachable, ani
everydav. T chz] :

Bernhard Plockhorst’s Christ Blessing Inegies | Nl::u
the Children. = 2

A subject of debate s < {l) 'vvhat )esus means when he talks about whor:
belongs tc ’l‘f - ~dnno’c enter it. 1t is generally understood that Jesu

have a plac\gga#ie kmgdom of heaven, and no adults do, but rather that t
child which good Christians ought to share. For example, the children pro:
have a place in the kingdom of heaven, or that they deserve one; maybe a:

themselves in order to have a relationship with God, accept salvation and {
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help families because they believe that children should be nurtured the r
humble Christianity, and because they want adults to live out Christianity

Also, Jesus is not presumed to mean that people must become Christians
no hope for them. Following on from before, he may mean that those w
on God, as children rely on their parents; if they feel that *hey can enter t
God's help, then they will not be able to. Churrhg {f\ ‘;,}fa"’t > support famil

It may also be that Matthew <b dlsapproval of the disciples’ co
Lo oof )esus and deny him to others — God
ac: . Juse"' but to those who will gladly accept it - ch
ould be available for everyone.

o?uoﬂ
g a\,gc- o ¥

The Importance for Family Support for Christians

Such family support can be very important for Christians.
Church-provided religious education for children, such as through
Sunday schools, can help parents with teaching their children
about their faith, especially if parents do not know much about
Christianity, or do not know how to explain it to children. Further,
family worship allows parents a space to express their faith with
their children, which they might not otherwise have.

Parents may also be grateful for activity groups which build a positive rel
and the Church by making Christianity enJoyable the S port is importa
connected with Christianity. T .

Rites of passage, such as Chrls Gl L ‘“ & mportant in helping parents f
the Christian faith, an? 1. - w0 delp them with finding support for this,
often appcgefgltc 1 - 5 pare’nts with giving their children a Christian up
Christians Y ié“ca eir faith.

A

Other support from the Church and church members can be important t
practically; they may need help with childcare, or with knowing how to b
need help resolving issues between family members.

Quick Questions

10. Outline three services/facilities which the local church may provide f

11. Outline three reasons why the local church supports families.

12. Explain two ways in which the local churcf‘ . 0 qn y may help to
families. :
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Family Planning, Regulation of Births and Contracep

Different Christians have different attitudes to contraception and family
(choosing when and how many children to have) in general, and to differe:

Keywords: o
% consequentialist - a type of ethical theary v ar i 4 with the morality o
actions

% contraception - methor'", unm e to"'stop someone becoming pregnant
sexually tlansmrt*' .

r'lg'ht or wrong
» Humanae Vitae — an encyclical about the importance of life and not usin

B3

4

7
*

natural law - rules about morality drawn from nature and reason
procreation — making/having children

situation ethics — ethical theory which suggest decisions should evaluate
consequences in each situation :
< utilitarianism - ethical theory which believes actions should try to produce
greatest number

*,

X3

%

X3

8

Christian Attitudes to and Teachings about Confraception and
Some Christians, such as some Catholics, and conserva*h 2 Christians (e.g
churches), are opposed to all forms of artlflaa' = (1 “eptlon as they beli
the purpose of procreation. The Catl* 2l hundh t8aches that all sexual
possibility of new life and Ponr so 1 o =4Vl continued the Church'’s stance
contraception in hls et ¢ 'ix *“_,;; .«Gmanae Vitae {1968).

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the cartl,..” (Genesis 1:28 NR
""every action which, whether in anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its acco:
development of its natural consequences, proposes, whether as an end or as a mea

impossible”, is intrinsically evil.” (Catholic Catechism 2370, quoting Hu:

The Catholic Church also disagrees with contraception because of natur
law is that God has shown humans what is right through nature and reasol
how to act. Because sex naturally carries the possibility of producing chi
contraception goes against nature, and disobeys natural Iaw.

However, many Christians from other denom’ 4a: o' 1 such as
many Protestant denominations, ar~ " o ) yosed to
contraception and family nl-. nrx 1 gcneral but may approve of
some methodgbut ~* .__‘én ; lhey allow artificial contraception
"¢+ ing in the Bible which expressly forbids
contraceptiXgg@®d because they believe people should be able to
plan the size of their families without having to stop having sex if
they do not want more children.
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Among other things, contraception and family planning are likely to:

e improve the health of women, as they do not have to constantly hav
developing countries, where there is often sub-standard health care)

e improve women'’s social position because they can have other roles
choose;

o improve the health of children, because parents will he able to provide

e and improve the quality of life for chtldren Ay e s because peopE
when they are able to look after thn‘ * o1 e vor them, and when the

Further, in the modern ,..Ay people beheve that overpopulatlon

AR

However, while many traditional and liberal Protestants (not all evangelica;
artificial contraception today, it is relatively modern that the church has ac:
Church has only officially allowed contraception since 1930.

One method of contraception which some Catholics accept is the rhyth
couples try to have sex when they believe the woman is less fertile, lowe
become pregnant. Because this still allows the possibility of procreation, it
family better while allowing that they may conceive at any time, if God w
approve of artificial contraception are much more likely to use artificial c
addition, as it is more reliable.

One type of contraceptlon which Chnsttans (e 0 ‘r o P| gﬁtestants) who
contraception is seen as more o & h 2 aecaﬁ‘se it stops sperm from re
fertilisation occurrmg Lo ,,,..ﬂ“lt fasls it in no way risks harming an en:
place.

ié‘,cﬂ
Some Christ¥ns also approve of sterilisation, where someone has mino

able to conceive in the future. Christians may feel this is sensible if some
wants no more children, and does not want to have to worry about contra:
object on the basis that Christians could feel called by God to have more ¢
some types of sterilisation can be reversed if necessary. The Catholic Ch
for the same reasons it disapproves of artificial contraception, though it ac
medical treatment for other reasons, for example removing the uterus (wo

Many Christians are happy to use hormonal methods of contraception su
hormonal methods involve using chemicals to convince the female body n
stopping it releasing an egg. Some Christians, howev~. ill not use such ¢
methods, if there is the small chance that if coownt . 1 takes place, the h
cause an early miscarriage — some Ch et wa. ‘{hat this is murder, and n
Commandments (see below\

= ‘;/ :

]\,{ dse the withdrawal method of contraception, wk

Some Chri 1&
fos "
from the w @\,c vaglna before gjaculating semen (containing sperm), be

i

teaching agamlst this in the Bible. in Genesis 38, a man called Onan usest
Bible records that God was displeased and killed him. However, some ot
was the withdrawal method which displeased God, but that Onan did no
his duty to have children with his dead brother’s wife to raise children fo
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most Christians would probably not use this method as a main method o
unreliable method.

While many Christians agree with artificial contraception,
many are opposed to emergency contraception. This
method of contraception is used after sex, and is desmnrj to
delay the ovary releasing an egg, therefore preve
conception. Some people argue that COEN AL s of
emergency contraceptlon also A%, 2 puténtial to change
the condmons of theut . -, 7. A mlght mean that an

g d o wm'not be implanted - so the embryo
i #2yed. Many Christians believe that life begins
at fertilisatict:. when the sperm meets the egg and becomes
an embryo. These people are likely to oppose emergency contraception
embryo, which they think should be treated as any other human life. The i
people in the Ten Commandments, important laws in the Old Testamen
has given embryos souls from the moment of conception.

[ "You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13 NRSV) [from the Ten Commaj

Some Christians will allow emergency contraception as being the most |
circumstances; for example, if a woman was raped.

Some may have problems with hormonal methods of contraception whic
with emergency contraception, if they feel that one should not kill hum
unborn. However, many will accept all forms of contraception.

Christians who are against contraception might argue against more liber
there would be no need for contraception to stop diseases or pregnanci
people only had sex with their lifelong marriage partner. However, this do
not want children at all, even with their spouse, or those who want a reIiab§
of children they have, and of choosing when to have them. '
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Application of Ethical Theories and Christian Responses
Situation Ethics

Situation ethics is an ethical theory associated with many
theologians and philosophers, such as Joseph Fletcher. It
promotes evaluating individual situations by what is most
loving, rather than by any other laws, teachings or ;
considerations. It is a consequentialist ethica‘/i} s Jas it
cares about there being loving conser:= - »s, *.cher than
about what actions are campd st ! 5 Aldve thls However, it

Many would ?eel 1tha’t situation ethics would allow the use of contracept
loving to allow couples to be able to have sex for pleasure without the st
children. ltis also loving to allow couples to plan the timing and numbe
are emotionally and financially able to look after them — this is loving to th
Also, contraception can allow couples to have sex without passing on ST
having sex without contraception and infecting others.

However, it might be argued that situation ethics would not allow the us
situations. If people use contraception to have many promiscuous relati
risk without contraception) which have the potential to emotionally hurt tt
contraception would not be loving — especially as contraception is not 106
could result within unstable relationships. However, n‘ - 1ld be argued t
universally more loving than the alternative - 3 0[, .2 would still have
without contraception these Would be e .I

STDs. ‘ 4

with the appncatlon of situation ethics to contraceptton - they feel thatu
loving thing for people who desire to have sex without having children, a
created or not created. They may or may not feel that there are times situ:
use of contraception.

‘[Jesus] said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with g
your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You
as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Ma:

‘T everytliing do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the lau
(Matthew 7:12 NRQV)

However, many other Christians fec' ‘da . rmportant to follow other law
such as the Ten CommanH" - ﬁs by feel that;udglng acttons by what s

unfair to cc J:or children However, it is interesting to note that one re
feel that sex should be open to the possibility of procreation is because th:
are not loving, as they are using the person someone is having sex with
does not honour their dignity.
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Utilitarianism

Utilitarianism is an ethical theory associated primarily with philosophe
Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill. It holds that an action should try to
produce the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people -
producing pleasure and not producing pain makes actions good. It is also
a consequentialist ethical theory as it cares about con<e juences —
pleasure and pain — not actions.

In many ways, utilitarianism and si*> 7 ac 1 “hics are similar - what make :
loving for them are often thos rr‘c £.a11g. They can both be applied in sin
and family plagnir- s v’ there are important differences. Utilitarian
e uid create happiness without meaning to, and this wc
situation et’éres that people try to act in a loving way. (Some would ¢
when being happy is not what is good for someone, or being in pain is not
If contraception encourages promiscuous sex, those applying situation eth
it than utilitarians if they deem that promiscuous sex is not loving. Howev:
people happy, and the happiness it brings may outweigh the distress caus:
utilitarians would not condemn contraception for this reason.

Most people would feel that allowing contraception and family planning wc
than not allowing it. People would be happy being able to have sex without
committed relationships, and those who are not); people would be happy h:

they want, when they want them and children would be happy, brought up :
want them, and are able to care for them. If people have fewer unwanted
benefit many people if the population is lower and sc acyv :rnment resour

One type of (}”fii;tarlamsm - qualitative utilitarianism — is concerned with
than the quantity. It would be possible to use this to argue against the use
committed relationships (if people would not otherwise have sex), because
better to have sex with someone that you are committed to, even if you hé
committed relationship, than to have lots of sex with people one is not c
meaningful (possible argument — not fact).

Some Christians feel that increasing happiness is a good goal, and so mi
arguments for (and against) contraception and family planning.

However, many will feel that there are things which are more important t
following God's teachings. If Christians feel that teac’. s to procreate, o
others, conflict with utilitarian arguments 2hc « < e {uceptlon and family [
support them. - .

13.

14. Explain th reasons why some Christians allow the use of contracepti
planning.

15. Explain two reasons why some Christians oppose artificial contracepti;
a source of wisdom and authority.
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Divorce

Keywords:
% annulment - the cancelling of a marriage, saying it never exlsted
% divorce - the legal end of a marriage ~
% remarriage — where people who have beep ¢ fi

the same person again) .
% sacrament -3 particularl\/ :

like the Catholic ar ! ¢

‘ }5emore marry other pe

=1 “-7:jf_..4$:’\/<‘:3l’§hip practice which has even high
- & ol churches
Louple remain married legally, but do not live togeth

Christian Teachmes on and Attitudes towards Divorce and Ren
Some Christians have very strict views when it comes to divorce. The Catl
divorce, and does not acknowledge legal divorce (so they would see a div
but separated from their spouse). This is because the Catholic Church see
given by God, and Jesus taught that people should not separate what God
However, Catholics will allow annulments in some circumstances, which s¢
taken place. This is decided by a Catholic marriage tribunal, and reasons f:
marriage was never consummated (the couple never had sex), one of the
that (at least) one of the parties was tricked or coerced into marriage. Hov
for adultery or desertion (when one partner leaves the other and refuses t

The Catholic Church will not remarry people who > i1 Drced because th
the first marriage, so they view it as adulteﬂ/ ﬂég ~ g on the person’s first

iéucouc“ mmcd together, let no one separate.” They said fo Iim, “Why then
give a certiprute of dzsmzssa] and to divorce her?” He said to theni, It was because yot
Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”” (I

"The Lord Jesus insisted on the original intention of the Creator who willed that mar
abrogates the accommodations that had slipped into the old La
(Catholic Catechism 2382)

[Jesus believed that God’s original intention should be honoured and insisted tl
marriage is something which cannot be cancelled or dissolved. Jesus (recognise:
allowed and) removes the adjustments (to the original law from God) which ha
Jewish lazo (allowing divorce).]

N

While some non-Catholic Chnstm" L) ) hold strict views on divorce,
will allow divorce in som‘eA L d’r* 1ices.

abused them, or
e deserted them.
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In these cases, they may feel that the other person broke the marriage v
relationship with them is dangerous or practically impossible. Jesus appe
case of unfaithfulness. Protestant churches and the Catholic Church inte
here — Catholics follow verses 4-8 — that while Moses allowed divorce, Go
humans, and humans should not divorce. Protestant see verse 9 (below)
spouse commits adultery, then it is acceptable to divorce them and rema

‘And I say to you, whocver dzuouca 71 Gy w} ror umlmsfzf y, and marries a
7 Matthew 19:9 NRSV)

1o 0 s TiIs wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her
\ohocver marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” (Matthew 5

Matthew 19 goes on to discuss wh
if they cannot divorce. While it m
trying to tell Jesus that his teachin
responds that for some, it will be
(however, this implies that most p
for their whole lives, without divor

‘His disciples said to him, “If such i

wife, it is better 1ot to marry.” B
everyone can accept this teaching, b
L7 (Matthew 19:

Wedding rings, symbolising the promises
made during a marriage ceremony, which ]
are broken by divorce. g

Moderate Protestants believe thn* i
divorce, but will allow rer.
above) for diges
a marriage b

?mmttmg adultery or abuse. All Churches will remarry s

. .for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
(Matthew 26:28 NRSV)

Remarriage is up to the individual vicar or minister, and some may not m
marriage; did not try sufficiently hard to save a marriage or have had mo

More liberal Christians, such as liberal Protestants, may allow
divorce for many reasons, such as if a couple decide that they are
no longer in love. Some such denominations are happy to marry
all those who have previously been divorced if the; !~ ie te they
are genuinely making this new commitmert. ‘h= - «my remarry
people who have abused prevmu" 3 e if they believe they have re
mistakes), and may chonf Ay those who have had several divorc
always deserg iance, and Jesus taught that you should contin

O ]

G
“Then Perer came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the clurch sins agai

forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell y
(Matthew 18:21-22 NRSV)
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Reasons for remarriage may include:

e Adivorced person falls in love again.

e Adivorced person desires to have a fulfilling sexual relationship and/c
should marry their new partner in order for this to happen.

e Marrying a new partner may provide security for existing children.

Non-religious Attitudes fo Dworce A Qm..amaze, and Chrlst&
Non-religious people may feel $h 4 +' ya divorce in any circumstance
longer wish to remain 2 : . ~.hey may see no reason to stick to such
unhappy. ‘gt . =~ .ge bemg a commitment to God/gods, there are n

Non-religiols” people may also have no problem with
divorced people remarrying, if they wish to make new

promises. _
higher tha:

. - twentieth
This does not mean that all non-religious people are casual wente

about divorce and remarriage, but they are unlikely to
recommend that an unhappy couple stay married.

seriously, and not aiming to get a dlvorce once a relat!onshlp has broke
to want the chance for a fresh start. yF

Both religious and non- rei;glouc noadle gy feel tha’{ there are negative si
breaking promises to Goda s or_ Che's spouse People who get divorce
off, and mavgaad i’ - « ;,anord living costs on their own. Children of di
break-up ¢ Too AEE ay tough However, some people may feel that unhapp
better for tI\

oot 4
on their children.

®nildren in the long run, as unhappy parents will also hav

Not all Christians have the same perspectives on marriage, as this can be &
Catholics may have more liberal views on divorce than the Catholic Church
think that their Churches are too lenient with accepting divorces and allow
opinions on divorce may change depending on the circumstances, and s

people should break their marriage promises to God and their spouse may
themselves if they feel that their marriage has failed. |

Avpplication of Ethical Theories and Chnst"'\ e }PODSCS
Situation Ethics :
Applymg situation ethics is likeh © "m ‘ut that divorce and remarriage s?

It would be ».um:(ely for someone to use situation ethics to argue against cE
hard to think of a situation where it would be more loving to force someot

they wanted to divorce, or more loving to forbid someone marrying again.
the equation, but it is still likely to be more loving to the children for unha
their parents to be allowed to remarry and create new family units. '
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As seen above, many Christians will agree that it is compassionate to allow
will feel that God would not want people to be unhappy.

However, many Catholics and some other Christians will feel that what is
God, Jesus, and the Church, and these teach against divorce (and hence
more loving to allow unhappy couples to divorce, ‘{hls i< ~till a sin against ¢
recommend unhappy couples separate ms‘{ead S0 H e

Utilitarianism ”
As with situation ethics i - ,

b

It is possible to argue that divorce destabilises society, and means that m
enough access to both parents, and so utilitarians might argue that it is be
think it is likely to end in divorce, as this could reduce potential pain. Ho 5
if they are unhappy, it is likely that they will be happier divorced.

As with situation ethics, many Christians will agree that it is
acceptable to divorce and to remarry if this will make people happy,
while others will feel that it is God's law rather than happiness
which matters. Most Christians would not suggest people abstain
from marriage in order to avoid divorce, unless they feel called to
celibacy, as they believe marriage is important.

Quick Questions

16. Outline tegee * - x; “ <. divorce within Christianity.

17. Outfmeé reasons why the Catholic Church may allow an annulme

18. Explain two reasons why some Christians disagree with divorce. Ref
of wisdom and authority.
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Eauality of Men and Women in the Family

There are different opinions within Christianity about whether men and we
the family, and whether they are equal.

Keywords: w
% equality - not necessarily being the same, ! < ! :/Lfﬂ
level of authority &

0

% role-apartorjob carried st 7

Many Chrlsttan'attltudes to the role of men and women in the family are &
example, in his letter to the Ephesians, St Paul writes that husbands are the;
same way that Jesus is the head of the church. This indicates to some Chri
subordinate to, inferior to, or less important, than men, and are under th
charge of their wives, then the husband'’s role in the family is to lead, and t
Note: St Paul's teaching does not suggest that husbands can abuse their p
love their wives as they love themselves.

‘Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the he
is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Saviour. Just as the church is su
ought to be, in cverytliing, to their husbands, Husbhands, love your wives...” (Ep

_ans-also justify different roles ¢

¢ sis‘chapters 2 and 3. They claim that .
oman, this shows men to be more |mporf:
as a 'helper’ for man, wives should serve th
tempts her husband in Genesis chapter 3 tc
some use this as an indicator that husband
but lead them.

“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that t

make him a helper as his par
A serpent. A serpent tempts (Genesis 2:18 NRS %
woman to mislead man in
Genesis 3.

Some Christians who believe that husbands should be in charge of their wi
help their husbands, do not think that this makes men and women unequ:
that they are different and have different roles lr“ ~a twomen in the B
wives and mothers; it can be argued that Mar ‘ic . 7 of the most |mportal
because of her role as Jesus’ mm" va},,uiarly in the Catholic and Orthc
not inferior to men. 3 :

5 e

expect different roles of men and women are treating them unequally by
may believe that it is unfair to expect women to focus on motherhood anc

career, and to expect that men will take a lesser role in parenting and be
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On the other hand, some Christians have argue
not have different roles in the family. They may
Paul in Ephesians because it was originally a let
Christians; not intended to teach Christians sev:
future. Equally, they may claim that St Paul was
make mistakes; what he belie s'ed may not have
family. Indeed, thers
women shmx 1

rent roEes from men ir

An image of'.';\;lary, Jesus’ o i
mother, with Jesus. the housework.

Further, it can be argued that the word for ‘helper’, in Genesis 2,
is also used on several occasions in the Old Testament to
describe God, and therefore if a wife is her husband's helper, this
in no way makes her less important than him; it would actually
indicate that the role of helper is more important. Also, in
Genesis 1, there is no mention of man being created before ‘
woman, but of them both being created at the same time in the image of
they have different roles in the family, but that they are both equal.

‘So God created huimankind in liis image, inn the image 7.2 e reated them; male

(Gaed q' 9

is loving to treat.men and women equally, as having equal roles in the fam
men and women equally, and if he sees them as no different (see Galatian:
should not treat them differently either.

{ ‘...there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” (Ga

Christians who do agree with gender roles will respond that Bible quotes &
equality do not mean that men and women should not have different role:
that all teachings in the Bible are there for a reason, and teachmgs about
are not out-of-date as they are from God. :

Quick Questiohs

19. Outline three reasons ; ”"Céu‘j;s..-:ia‘ﬁ"; ]r/nay feel men and women are sp
equatl. ‘ ‘
20. Explai

21. Explain two reasons why some Christians argue that men and wome
have different roles in the family. Refer to a source of wisdom and a
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Gender Prejudice and Discrimination

Gender prejudice is where someone thinks that women or men cannot
or are different in an inferior way because of their gender. Gender discri
prejudice is put into practice, and someone treats someone differently bec
not allewing them to do certain things, or makmg them ‘0 certain thing
about gender often see women as inferior to mar e - g, _nder discrimin
women; however, it can also dlsadvanqu e )

gender dlscnmmatlon Most Christians feel that such examp!es of gende :
if they agree with other types of gender discrimination (see below).

Keywords:

7

% discrimination - treating someone differently or unfairly because of prej

0

% prejudice - a biased belief about someone or a group of people

Christian Gender Prejudice and Discrimination — Teaching an
It can be argued that some Christians are prejudiced based on
gender, and discriminate based on gender. It can be argued that
this is done by Christians who think there should be, ar* implement,
different gender roles in the family — they mav = se i?vi ~es to
submit to their husbands, and womer | 50 ove motherhood (see
the section above) — and by CF.ct 3. '.nominations who will not
allow women to perf(‘“ @A oles, such as becoming a priest in

‘ C 1N o churches,

Such Christians and denominations may claim that the Bible provides reast
performing different church roles; for example, Jesus’ closest twelve discip;
other Bible quotes against women speaking in church and having author
Christians should discriminate in the same way they believe God does. Ho!
such treatment of women is not prejudiced, because prejudice implies tha}i
reason; they believe it is justified by God. '

"...women should be silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but shs
law also says.” (1 Corinthians 14:34 NRSV) '

‘I permiit no woman to teach or to have author’*,  er a man; she is
(1 Timotl:: =1 4RV)
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Christian Responses to Christian Gender Prejudice and
Discrimination

Many Christians who feel women should be able to lead in church, and h
all the same opportunities as men, argue that Bible quotes which
discriminate against women were written in a very different time when
women were not educated, and therefore might not k- been well-place:
as church leaders. They also argue that Jesus 40 ;optes were men
because of the society he lived in—hr o rau ,emale disciples and treate
them kindly, so the Church s'ff md 1 . wésime that women should not be
church leaders from Yol

o

Chrisfian 'smon fo Gender Preiudice and Discrimination

Teaching and Exameles

As seen above, many Christians believe that Jesus treated women well, an
approved of equal treatment for men and women; dying to save everyone
seen in Galatians 3, some early Christians believed that God does not view
men and women differently, and many Christians believe this today. Galatia
to the problem of teachings in the Old Testament which may suggest me
different, or that women are less important than men — it teaches that the la
that Jesus has brought salvation, people do not need to follow the law.

‘Now before faith cane, we were imprisoned and guarded under tie law until faith wo:

that faith Tuts come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. . There is no long

longer slave or free, there is no longer male and fei- e or ull of you are o
(Galatians i 2. - '8 NRSV)

v gé’ha‘ér prejudice and discrimination i

Examples of Chrlstian or

early church there were female leaders (such as Phoebe), and female apostles
the gender and apostleship of Junia are debated), therefore female leadershig

‘I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae... Greet
relatives who were in prison with me; they are prominent among the apostles, and
was.” (Romans 16:1, 7 NRSV)

Several other denominations have also allowed women to become vicars &
allowing that women can perform the same roles as men on an equal foot
should not, or not not allowing them to, because of ** +. fgender. In the C:
been able to become priests since 1993, and’ ;fsi“.f:c_; .ince 2014.

Christians have also Worked e ,Sér'brejudice and discrimination
church. Many Christic: i\r . Jvorked to help the (female} victims of dome
refuges. Tj 1?9% Ve 'med to stop women being trafficked {moved) arounc
by donatin X ’|stmg charities, or working with charities; some Christian:
inequality against women. Some Christians have also campaigned about p
discrimination against women. This has become more common in recent ¢
have political rights. A contemporary issue which Christian women have c:
Tampon Tax — whether women should have to pay taxes on necessary sani
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Gender Differences
Christians who think that men and women should have different roles mi
backs this up. They might try to argue that differences between men and
been designed to perform different roles.

However, those who disagree might argue that science = 1d psychology s
psychological differences between men and w2 a1, nica they are born
between men and women can be exp!zi* - e sorimentally; unequal so

O
have differ! Z}’ﬁfw“ as partners may still accept that men and women ar
the upbringing of small children — for example, men cannot breast-feed,
may see it as the couple’s choice how they divide up parenting responsib
trying to take equal responsibility, they may expect a father to do his fair
as well as the mother, even if not all tasks can be divided equally.

Many Christians will note that while there may be some differences betw
should try to avoid making generalisations, or decisions based on genera
want something lifted, there may be a woman there who is stronger than
promote an equal society.

Many of the arguments about and positions on gender equallty and gen
are relevant here. ;

Quick Questions

22. Outline tegmee - s of féligious gender discrimination.

23. Explain\#®8 reasons why some Christians may support some forms
discrimination.

24. Explain two reasons why some Christians believe that women shoul
be ordained. Refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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Summary of Marriage and the Family

e Marriage is important within Christianity for purposes such as
procreation, expressing love within a couple, having sex and becaus
Christians believe that God intended humans to marry. Non-religiou
people may also see marriage as important, or the “aight not and fav,
cohabitation. Some Christians drsapprovo c > 4k fation, but othe
accept it as a step towards marrrafm N h -0 problem with it.

o Different Chrlstian' Nean rent attltudes to sexual relationships. Sc
elattonshlps should take place thhln marriage,

to the puss@hty of creating new In‘e Most Christians disapprove of a
There are different Christian opinions about whether homosexuality |
religious people are likely to have a more relaxed attitude to consenst:
may still think that sex should take place within a committed relatio
wrong, because it is hurtful to the spouse who is cheated on.

e Most Christians feel that families are important because God wanted
procreate. They may feel that it is their duty to educate their childr
faith), and that they should provide security and love for their childr
enjoy raising a family. There are many different types of families, such:
same-sex parents, extended and blended.

e The local church and community may supra /1 » Afa {Qily in a numbe
providing family worship, education. ! fa_ory, n activities, rites of pa

classes for parents, and far 'y ¢ *» - seliing. They may do this because
and because Jesus gy o children.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

o .
Jstians have different attitudes to contraception, family

births. ;umé Christians will not use any artificial contraception, feeling
be open to the possibility of new life — the Catholic encyclical, Humaj
However, they might use the rhythm method as a way of limiting the |
Others may be happy to use barrier methods or sterilisation. Some wi
others may not if there is a chance that they could cause a miscarria
likely to be more open to contraception, though they may not appro
Applying situation ethics would suggest that using contraception anC‘
— they are the most loving choices in many situations.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

e There are also different Christian positions on divorce and remarriag:
allow divorce, but will allow an annulment in sor>. ircumstances. Th
are divorced, but may remarry those who cq ar ars nave died, or tho
annulied. Other Christians mav e’ - vowe in hmt’{ed circumstances
adultery, as Jesus appe~ 7 u 't( Y .V«v tor divorce in this instance. So
allowing divorcn ’i. o, redsons. Churches which allow divorce may
peopl 1\?;9 m.oi1 Yy “Nlon- religious people are likely to be more relaxec
remarr Applymg situation ethics would suggest that many divoi
allowed — this is the most loving thing to do.

'9

)
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e Some Christians believe that men and women should have different r¢
due to passages in Ephesians and at the start of Genesis. They may st
equal before God, but the roles they think they should have are not n
Christians believe that men and women should not have different role
find such teaching outdated, because they interpret biblical teaching
other passages in the Bible imply that God sees mer and women equé
treat them differently.

o Different Christians have d g e ngtrons on gender prejudice an
Chrtstlans be|IEVP e ',Jjudlce and dlscrlmmatlon are wrong, and

d|scrrmma‘te agamst women in some ways, because they believe they :
same roles as men. For example, women cannot become priests in ¢

Now Try This...

25. 'All sexual relationships outside of heterosexual marriage are wrong.
statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must give Christian teachin
points of view. Reach a conclusion which follows from your argument
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Answers

Marriage and the Family

Question Answer / Mark Scheme
Number o
1 +  ltis a gift from God.
+  ltisasacrament.
¢ Itallowsthemto b=+« o
Accept any rele: . 5
tgaark 0 G makimum 3
2 A La-feligious person may feel that marriage is not important becau
¥ believe that it has sanctity.
. They may feel that marriage is not important because people can hav
sexual relationships without marriage.
¢ They may feel that marriage is not important because people can pro
for children without being married.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
3 ¢ Many Christians believe that a purpose of marriage is to procreate an
* This is taught in the book of Genesis, and Catholics feel that all marri
aim to procreate and all sexual acts should be open to the possibility
¢ Many Christians feel that a purpose of marriage is to symbolise the r
between God and the Church.
+  For some this implies that the husband is more important than the w
purpose is to have authority over her. ;
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant .o-1 “ p. igent
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks pei.de 2lor, . Lpdint {(maximum 4)
One development cannot k-« &C ¢+ « wice. Each development must be re
it is supporting an- iz e L saon asked.
4 . n r\:.ram from having sex because they are not married

age to have sex.

9 s
A Christian may refrain from having sex because they are a monk/nu

. . . , .
priest who has committed to being celibate and unmarried to focus b
¢ A Christian may refrain from having sex for a certain period of time ta

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3

¢ Many Christians feel that premarital sex is wrong, as Jesus taught tha
when a man and woman would be physically united (and so they sho
through sex before this).

. Many churches back this up — the Catholic Church teaches firmly agai
marriage.

+  Christians disagree with adultery because it is often painful for the pe
cheated on, and because it breaks the sacrament of marriage.

¢ Adultery is forbidden in the Ten Commandment ;
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant . 1 op cent

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks poride éll“r'._ ~point {maximum 4)
One development cannot .« ec | . wice. Each development must be re
it is supporting an . the 1 suon asked.
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Question Answer / Mark Scheme Number of

Number Marks
6 . Some Christians oppose homosexuality because homosexuality is condemned in -~ (T onnelen
Bible.
* You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.” (Leviticus 1
NRSV)
. Not only is homosexuality forbidden, but the Bible says that marriage is between
and a woman, implying that homosexuals cannot marry — as marriage is the idea
romantic relationship in Christianity, many Christians oppose homosexuality bece —
they believe that it cannot lead to marriage.
¢ Other Christians do not oppose homosexuality. They feel that teaching against 2
homosexuality in the Old Testament is out-dated. .
¢ Further, they believe that Jesus’ teachings meanth-' » y\ ne should be treated (/)
love and respect and not judged, as everynne: siris ”f} mosexuals should not b
treated badly or differently. i ; _U
¢ 'Orhow can you say tovoy ,..néi_fﬁk uur "Let me take the speck out of your eye,”
the log is in you“ Ay 7 watthew 7:4 NRSY) I I I
source of Wlsdom and authorlty. _I
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th —
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon
authority.
7 ¢ A nuclear family is where a couple of heterosexual parents live with their own chi
¢ Asingle-parent family is where there is only one adult in the family, e.g. due to d
relationship break-up. Z
¢ Anextended family is one where there are parents and children also living with ¢
relatives, such as grandparents.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
8 ¢ Some Christians will admire the single parent in a single-parent family.
¢ They will feel that looking after children on one's own is .2 j‘ally hard job, and it ¢
a lot of love and dedication, which are good traits oo O
¢ Some Christians will disapprove of sma -Uarg *’r S ales if they have resulted fro
divorce or casual sex. G _U
¢ They may feel that O’ 5 ; u:nlj‘/ﬁhave sex with their marriage partner with
they m*c-nd ooy ‘ 1e.~whole life, and should not have children in unstable —<

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the question asked.

9 ¢  Families are important to Christians because having a family fulfils God's comma
procreate and have children. Christians such as Catholics believe that all married
should be open to having a family, and the Quiverfull movement believe they sh
use no forms of family planning, as all children are seen as a blessing from God.

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 NRSV)

Families are important to Christians because the family is a place where children
educated in the Christian faith. Many Christians believe that a Christian upbringir: COPYRIGHT
the family can also help children to develop morally. PROTECTED

¢ 'Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not tray (Proverbs 22:6

, mark for a reference

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (mmﬂ
source of wisdom and authority. : 7
One development cannot be credited 7 e ¢ ,,;de\‘ié]opment must be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the aus i naa uus must the reference to a source of wisdon 59
authority.

Qg9
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?\::::tl;:: Answer / Mark Scheme Nul\'llnabrle(: of
10 The local church may provide family worship, so that families can worship togethg- 2 ol
The local church may provide toddler groups so that young children can play to
and parents are supported.
¢ The local church may provide youth groups where children / young people can s
as well as learn about God.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3 —
11 ¢ The local church helps to support families practically because it wants to help pa Z
with their children out of compassion.
¢ The local church helps to support families because it wan*« ‘amilies to be able to (/)
God, and facilities such as counselling may helo fa = _ve in harmony and
better able to serve God. :
¢ The local church helps to supo- Sy >catse Jesus taught his disciples to a _U
children to come to hw G rq <. .urches support children in doing this (spiritu I—I-I
today. E
Accept & Var cal ( )
1 mark P méxmnum 3
12 ¢ The local church can help to support families by providing family worship, and a
for children. _I
¢ This means that parents are able to worship with their children, and also that the ——
children can learn about Christianity in an age-appropriate way.
¢ The local church can help to support families by providing counselling and grou
parents with young children.
¢ These can provide parents with moral and practical support to make raising chil Z
easier.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th < >
it is supporting and to the question asked.
13 ¢ Situation ethics may support the use of contraception because it is loving to allo
couples to have sex to strengthen their relationship, ev-~. 1en they do not wan
children. e 2
¢ Also, itis loving to allow couples to rlay j_(,zje“r“é!nd timing of their children
that they are able to Iook af" i _U
14 + Some Chnstlans allow contraception and family planning because there is nothi

expressly forbidding them in the Bible.

¢ They feel that as God has not forbidden it, they should be free to use it — they m
that sex was given for pleasure as well as procreation.

+  Some Christians allow contraception and family planning because they feel that
best for the health, security and happiness of parents and children.

¢ They feel that the health of women is improved if they can have fewer children,
children will be better supported if parents can have fewer, and have them at
convenient times.

Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point {(maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each develoan © 1 just be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the question asked. : 1 T
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?\::::tl;:: Answer / Mark Scheme Nul\l;:alc:‘le(: of
15 . Some Christians such as Catholics oppose artificial contraception because they be! (T onnelen
that all sexual acts should be open to the possibility of new life.
¢ They believe this because God commanded humans to be fruitful and multiply in
Genesis, and the Catholic Church has also produced official teachings against try
artificially prevent pregnancy.
‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 NRSV)
"every action which, whether in anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its —
accomplishment, or in the development of its natural consequences, proposes, w Z
as an end or as a means, to render procreation impossible” is intrinsically evil’ (Ca
Catechism 2370, quoting Humanae Vitae) ;
¢ Some Christians, such as Catholics, oppose artsﬂcu?‘ 0 A iption because they (/)
it goes against natural law. - -
¢ They feel that God has designed =z ai . “fgow'what is right and wrong, and so _U
because sex is naturally lle. gD o ;}umé‘fhildren, nothing artificial should be us
try to stop this. I I I
source of Wlsdom and authorlty. _I
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th —
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon
authority.
16 ¢ Adultery.
. Desertion.
¢ Physical abuse. 2
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
17 ¢ The Catholic Church may allow an annulment if one of the couple is not baptised
+ It may also allow an annulment if someone was coerced into being married.
¢ It may also allow an annulment if the marriage was never consummated
Accept any relevant point ‘
1 mark per point, maximum 3 g B O
18 ¢ Some Christians disagree with divorr= b2 - us. “‘ Bus taught that God did not wa
divorce and divorce had onh.bi % l?ill _u4..d pecause people had hard hearts. He _U
that because God ha a.arried couple, no one could dissolve this union.
. ’”..,WP“ Syt 11 together, let no one separate.” They said to him, “Why th: _<
M1, Ld s to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?” He sald
theXREge:
wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”" {(Matthew 19:6-8 NRSV)
+  Some Christians disagree with divorce because they believe that people should n
break their marriage vows. Not only may they believe this because some believe
marriage is a sacrament and so the vows are sacred to God, but because they be
that it is wrong to break one’s marriage vows to one’s spouse as this is unfair on
1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for a reference
source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon:
authority. COPYRIGHT
19 ¢ Christians may feel that men and women are spiritually equal because Genesis 1 PROTECTED
that they were both created in God's image. ;
¢ They may also feel this because Galatians 3 tearHF e },der does not matter
Christianity / to God. P
* Also, Jesus treated both men a2 s sy 1 WG, Wﬁich some Christians believe im[;
UE"/ , —~ 59
Accept any rnlavar‘* N ’
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?\::::tl;:: Answer / Mark Scheme Nul\l;:alc:‘le(: of
20 . Some Christians argue that men and women should have different roles in the fag- (A ol
because of teaching in the New Testament letters.
* For example, St Paul taught that the husband should be the head of the wife, anc
authority over her.
. Some Christians argue that men and women should have different roles in the fa
because of biblical teaching about Adam and Eve.
¢ They argue that God made Eve as a 'helper’ for Adam, so women should be ther —
help men, and that women should not lead their husbands, because Eve directing
to eat the forbidden fruit was what made God throw them out of the Garden of E 2
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point {(r2..4, = (/)
One development cannot be credited twice Eazh ¢ wel —U
’ B
Ot he created them.’ (Genesis 1: 27 NRSV) ( )
¢  ‘.thereis no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.’ (Gala —I
3:28 NRSV) —
. Some Christians argue that men and women should not have different roles in th
family because this is just a human tradition, rather than something which God w
In Luke 10:38-42, Jesus encouraged a woman called Mary to listen to him rather O
housework, and this can be seen to support the view that gender roles are not fr:
God. Z
1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for a reference
source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon
authority.
22 ¢ Women cannot become priests in the Catholic Church. :
¢ Some Christians expect wives to submit to their hi .« s _}gthority.
¢ Some Christians expect women to p!’IOF“" n Yd@ sod and see their place as ir
home (while men should Work\ - _U
Accept any relevant point .
1 mark per paint, ™ x 1~ 5 : —<
23 ¢ Sc st o .ay support some forms of gender discrimination because they:
tha\ile®gind women have been given different roles by God. For example, they
belie¥e that women should not have authority over men because of biblical teacl
the family, or in other situations — and enforcing this can be seen as discriminatic
3 Some Christians do not believe that women should be ordained, meaning that tk
support this form of gender discrimination. This can be for various reasons, inclu
that priests are supposed to represent Jesus at the Eucharist, and he was a man;
Catholic Church believes in apostolic succession — that the priesthood can trace i
back directly to Jesus’ male disciples/apostles, and that St Paul teaches against fe
ordination in the New Testament.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th COPYRIGHT
it is supporting and to the question asked. PROTECTED
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?\::::tl;:: Answer / Mark Scheme Nul\l;:alc:‘le(: of
24 . Some Christians believe that women should be allowed to be ordained because t~" (T onnelen
believe that unequal treatment of women in this respect is unfair if men and wo
spiritually equal. Quakers have always allowed women to lead in church for this
as they see no difference between women and men before God.
3 Some Christians believe that women should be allowed to be ordained, becaus
believe that women were leaders in the early church so female ordination cann
against any of the teachings of Christianity. The New Testament mentions a fem —
deacon, and appears to mention a female apostle, indicating that actually it go
against early Christianity not to ordain women. 2
¢ 't commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae... G
Andronicus and Junia, my relatives who were in prlsor ome they are promine (/)
among the apostles, and they were in Christ b 7.~
1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per deve' sn (r. _U
source of wisdom and authorltv
One development cannr”, X I I I
LIS SUPPOr g 7.
authorit o S ( ’
25 You musiXd ﬁe criteria for connections AND judgements to get top marks in each

Connections Judgements Ma

A few shallow links between little Points not well supported and 1-3
material relevant to question. Very conclusion does not follow from

narrow understanding of religion and arguments.

philosophy/ethics.

Many shallow links between material Some attempt at supporting 4-6
relevant to question. Narrow argument and evaluation, though
understanding of religion and conclusion does not completely
philosophy/ethics. follow.

g:)por’[ed with | 7-9

Good reasoning and different positions | Most points are w::

considered — many links made. Partially | reasonal @ n, feading to a
answers question. Good understanqu |0 osenich is somewhat

of religion and phnlosophy/ethlrs
Good critical reasonmn S

Al points are well = orted with 10-
POSitions Coammarie: ‘

thorough . 7 da {
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Question
Number

Answer / Mark Scheme

Points and Justification For:

*

God instituted marriage for heterosexual

couples to have sex within.

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God
made them male and female.” For this

reason a man shall feave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, 224+
two shall become one flesh.” widi 1
8 NRSV) y .
Jesus im=l i 1 5. should take place
A a ek, uéxGal marriage.

.<Latholic Church believes that all sex

““should be open to the possibility of

procreation and homosexual sex is not;
and it may not be a good idea to have
children outside of marriage, as this is a
less stable environment for them.

The Bible teaches against sexual
immorality, and sexual relationships
outside of heterosexual marriage may be
believed to be sexually immoral.

Points and Justifica

Jesus taught
is wrong to
‘Or how can
neighbour, "
of your eye,
own eye?” (
on not judgi
not perfect y:
Some liberal

married, this
know if they

more serious
divorce.

Accept any relevant point or justification
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