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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource provides comprehensive, student-friendly coverage of the A Level Year 2 Edexcel material for
Paper 3: New Testament Studies.

The material is covered in the order given in the specification:

e  Ways of interpreting scripture

e Texts and interpretation: the Kingdom of God, conflict, the death and resurrection of Jesus {The Kingdom
of God in Luke: parables of the kingdom and eschatology; Why did fesus have to die?; The crucifixion and
resurrection narratives in Luke’s Gospel}

¢  Scientific and historical-critical challenges, ethical living and the works of schelars {Faith and history: the
death and resurrection of lesus in modern scholarship; How should we live?)

For the first three topics of the New Testament, see ZigZag Education’s AS / A Leve! Year 1 resource (POD 9798).

At the beginning of the resource, a list of ‘Key Terms’ is provided for the three main areas of study 1o help
students to better understand important terms before learning about them.

Each subtopic starts with an introduction that includes ‘Learning Objectives’ and ‘Key Thinkers’. Throughout,
there are a variety of ‘Starter Activities’, ‘Activities’ and ‘Discussion Activities’, which are designed to consolidate
knowledge and stimulate class discussion.

Also included are ‘Quick Quiz’ sections throughout each topic, which should provide a fun way 1o check
comprehansion and help students remember key information. Answers for the Quick Quiz sections are also

provided at the back of the resource.

Februory 2023
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Hermeneutics

A discipline that focuses on the theory and methodol
particularly of religious or literary texts.

Source Criticism

A farm of criticism that seeks to identify and detail th
particular text.

Form Criticism

A form of criticism that attempts to classify and trace
original oral or written traditi 1 the aim of disce
i mi which it arose.

Redaction Criticism

Tocuses on how the author of
suit their theological goals.

criticism that focuses an analysing a biblical

I connected story with a particular goal.

Literary Criticism

A farm of criticism that analyses texts based on their
number of literary technigues the interpreter can obs

Allegory

A story, teaching or other literary text that can be Ente§
deeper meaning. f

Liberal Theology

A form of theology that emerged during the Eniighter\:
primacy of reason when interpreting and understandis

Matural Theology

A form of theology that attempts to discover truths ak\
and reasoning on the external world. :

The truths that God is supposed to have delivered or E

Revelation world to human beings.
. Barth’s term for the false worship of scripture, which §
Bibliolatry - . . )
Christians hoid the Bible to be the inerrant “Word of
The Greek word for the preaching and proclamation ¢
Kerygma

argues is the most essential part of the Bible and Chri

Demythologisation

The process of stripping myths from the biblical text |
or cosmological claims are separated from its other ph
theological teachings. :

Existentialism

A field of philosophy that deals with questions about
human existence.

Rational Approach

An approach to biblical int

n that focuses on
reason and scientifig :

Historical Approach

Sociologi

| m‘f.kerpretaﬁrm that focuses on
nd and context detailed by a particu

oach to biblical interpretation that focuses on
views and patterns of human activity to understand ti
particular text, ’

Literary Approach

An approach to biblical interpretation that focuses on§
the literary methods and technigues found within its
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Eschatology

A field of theology concerned with matters of death, j\
end times. f

Kingdom of God

A term used extensively by the Synoptic Gospels to ta
between God and the world and the methods by whi

Parousia

Aterm used when referring to beliefs and anticipatio
Jesus Christ,

Futurist Eschatology

Aformofe alyses the Kingdom of G

Realised Eschato!

atology that analyses the Kingdom of G
ought about by the arrival of Jesus.

Eschawagy

A form of eschatology that analyses the Kingdom of G
reality and a future reality yet to come.

Covenant

A special agreement between God and humankind fo
throughout history,

Law of Moses

Also called the Mosaic Law, this consists of the first fi
{also known as the Torah} and was routinely used as
throughout history,

Two-level Drama

The ways in which the author of John potentially com
for internal narrative purposes and to address key so
johannine community.

The seventh day of the week in the Jewish calendar, \A«

[y
sabbat and worship.
. A Jewish religious and social movement that was partE
Phariseas D . .
Second Temple period in Jewish history.
%anhedrin A council of elders appointed to sit as religious autho

of israel.

Salvation History

A key concept in Luke that refers to the ways in which
1o achieve salvation as part of an overarching historic

Atonement

The Christian belief that Jesus’ death on the cross wag
enabled the possibility of salvation for humankind.,

Ecclesiclogy

The branch of theology that 4

th matters of the
relationship to the Rib :

Universalism

ation is not limited to one '

diction about what will occur in the future, ofteré
throughout history. f

Fulfilment

A theme in the Gospel of Luke which states that Jesus
Old Testament prophecy and God's pian for human sa

Martyr

A person who is killed due to their religious or theolo@
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A term used to refer to the mystery surrounding Jesus%

Empiy Tomb . . .
Pty which it was interred after his death.
Mvth A story that holds a particular importance in a sacietyi{ﬁf
4 in beliefs in supernatural beings or events.
. An event which appears to transgress the known iaws%
Miracle PP &

the intervention of God.

Joseph of Arimathea

The member of t after the death of le

his body

Jesus who was one of the main figures t
e first resurrection appearances.

A seventeenth- and eighteenth-century philosophical
argued for the importance of reason over adherence

Sermon on the Plain

A set of important ethical teachings given by lesus in :

Sermon on the Mount

A set of important ethical teachings given by Jesusin E\

Reversal

A theme in the Gospel of Luke which emphasises howé
God will see an overturning of spiritual and material f

Repentance

The act or process of expressing sincere regret or rerng

Forgiveness

The act or process of letting go or changing one’s feel
offence committed towards oneself.

Parable

A simple story used by fesus throughout the Gospels
theclogical or ethical message.
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What vou will learn in this section

The different ways of interpreting scripture in Christian tradition and academic
¢  Examining traditional views on biblical inspiration, including the literal, alle
to scripture.
& A comparison of the thought of two key twentieth-century theologians, Kar
iooking at key concepts such as the Bible being a ‘witness’ to revelation and:
hiblical interpretation.
¢ Anoverview of four modern perspectives on bibli
sociological and literary approaches.
&  The strengths and weaknesses of o
and relevance of scriptur

retation, including

hes to interpretation a

MName Karl Barth

Born 1886

Died 1968

Key fext Church Dogmatics {1 9321967

Barth is one of the most important and controversial theslog
whose work has inspired (and been criticised by) scholars ac
naotable for his Christoceniric approach 1o theology ond the di
from this approach.

Why are they
important?

MName Rudolf Bultmann

Born 1884

Died 1976

Key text New Testament and Mythology (1941)

Bultmann was one of the leading theologians of the twentieth
process of demythologisotion and existentialist anclysis of the
influential and deeply controversial within modern biblical sch

Why are they
imporiant?

introduction: How Should We Interpret Scripture?

flawed in
historical e

d attempt to mine theoslogical meaning from its pa
1o the Bible may only be meaningful if they add depth or un

Beyond looking at the words of the Bible, there are countiess debates around t
commeon term you may encounter within these debates is hermeneutics. This i
surrounding interpretation of texts in the humanities, and it is considered esse
at least justify their approach to interpretation and why it is important when lo
Bible. Now, hermeneutics can be guite a difficult field to initially learn about. T
judge what is the right objective interpretation of a text. Instead, scholars are o
of interpretation against our overall goals for interpretation.
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Think for a moment about how we use the Bible in different contexis. Does the
understand the life of Jesus examine scripture in the same way as the lay Christi
The answer is this is not likely. While their interests might overlap at times, ther
way of interpreting a religious text. Many would evan argue the historical detail
underlying moral and spiritual teachings! So, immediately we encounter deep ar
we approach the Bible and what our goals should be when we do approach it.

At the minimum, we can begin by thinking about the different levels of understa
narrative. From these we can get a clearer sense of the different styles of herme
thinkars. For in comparison to the letters or other books in the New Testament,
clear. Are they meant to be primarily a historical account of the life of Jesus, or ¢
theological interpretation? In the former, we might exami
suggests. This is where we treat the narratives as :
intime. Second, there is an ‘guthoriof
have shaped the story to bring o
addressed to.

ding. This is looking at
Slogical meaning and make sure it

Let’s dwell or a moment. Authorial influence might be presentin a
basic sense, W just be the way historical sources are edited and arranged int
author was working with multiple sources and there would be no clear way to ju
what historical order they should be in and whether or not they should be wort
lesus’ fife. Remember that the first Gospel is likely to have been composed deca
authors may well have been more radical in their approach, adding background
creative staryielling to join up these sources. Maybe even further stili, they mig
that have no basis in history whatsoever.

But does all this matter? The third level of understanding we should consider is t
perspective of the reader, who may gain impressions, ideas, and insights that no
these may well be valid insights all the same that should not be discounted just
the original authorial intention. This level is particularly important when we con
Bible, which may present itself very differently depending on the background ang
with it Z

Ditterent Forms of Biblical Driticism

Before we go further into how we should engage with scripture, it is worth delvi
of hermeneutics {even if it might seem to be a little dry at first!}. In particular, a ¢
hermeneutical methods, known as the historical-grammatical method and the
useful for distinguishing between what are more conservative and liberal appros
often share certain scholarly tools, but diverge in their goals, assumptions and i

ith discovering the.
assumptions. The mos
aphorical, it should be taken to dig

Historical-grammatical: This method is primarily con
Christian text. However, it does so with a feu
passage is clearly intended to be

R

with languay ®iory and the culture of the author when interpreting it, even ifs
presents direct history throughout. 5

Historical-critical: In comparison, this method is concernad with a variety of aimg
Like the historical-grammatical method, it wants to discover the text’s original m
concerned with the author, but also the world behind the text. Thus, those using.
want to understand how a text would have been received by different communi
reconstruct those communities and recipients and how we might learn about th
described by a Christian text. In other words, there is no assumption that scriptuy
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And we may well adopt various perspectives and critical tools that initially challe

meaning of Christian texts. Let’s take a quick look once again at some of these 1c¢

historical-critical method:

e  Source Criticism — This focuses on the search and analysis of different sourcy
particular Christian text. The most well-known resuit of source criticism is th
studies have shaped our understanding of the Synoptic Gospels. :

B

&  Form Criticism — This involves breaking down a Christian text into different
examined according to the kind of genre or concept they embody. From thig
how this genre or concept might have been interpreted within a particufari%
how it might have been used by communities within this setting.

S

tar author or par%
hisis often to re
tentions of the author aff '

e Redaction Criticism — This involves analysing how
compiled, edited and modified their sources ;
particular text was aimead toward
the context of this communi

o the cther kinds of criticism defined, litera
SHYOm literary theory to analyse the narrative and rhetor
8 a story first rather than a historical record. The aim is to un
what meanings and teachings the author attempted to convey by their rete
1o break down the nature of a historical community or text.

Out of all of these, literary criticism is the only one not contained
in either the historical-grammatical or the historical-critical
method. For what is key to note is that although both these
major farms of biblical criticism emerged during the
Enlightenment period, they began to break down at the
beginning of the twentieth century for modern scholars. In many
ways, what was once formalised as the historical-critical method
has been refined into numerous individual forms of criticism,
such as source, form and redaction criticism. Moreover, historical
methods of biblical analysis more generally have given way to
literary methods as it became increasingly recognised that
individual bias easily taints historical interpretation of a text,
especially one written so many years ago.

in a sense, what Albert Schweitzer once classified as the ‘quest for the historical
once had in theology. However, this does not mean that theologians don’t stili r
and provide new insights into how Christian texts might reflect historical facts a
written within and what kind of person Jesus might have been. What it instead r
a pluralistic approach to interpreting the Bible, where using different tools, met
insights into one of the maost studied texts througho

s section we will delve into som
= ing so, you will hopefully gain a great
Seneutics and corme to some of your own ideas

However, you may well disagree! Th
methods and aims of biblic :
key perspecti

interpretat x1s,

Discussion Activity: 5
Whot do you believe is the most effective form of biblical criticism in deriving meg
pairs or small groups.
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The Difterent Senses of Scripture

We have covered a lot of ground in the introduction, so don't worry if you're fes
debate around biblical hermeneutics is vast and individuals spend their lives stu
school. For the moment though, we can take a step back from considering differ
consider the different broad approaches we might adopt towards the Bible. For
even while scholars might disagree on the right way to interpret scripture, there
the different levels of understanding we can assume when talking about a hiblic
different levels broadly carrespond to distinct approaches which attempt to ana
So, let’s take o look at one of the first commonplace approaches to scripture in €

The Literal Approach

e texts are treated ag
. Whether we loolk at the vi
t interpretations is that one has o
ssociated teachings also being taken at face
reating the Bible as a trua historical account of va
easy route to understanding its meaning and how we shoulg

The literal approach to the Bible is at heart
detail events and teachings that are fa
resurrection, the underiying ;
having actually cccurse
approach i o
thinkars gi
fives today.

Take the concept of prophecy, for instance. Throughout the Gospels, a common
the Son of God, but the endpoint of prophecies made throughout the Old Testa
the Baptist. Under a literal approach, we can take the fulfilment of such prophec
prophets who foresaw the coming of Jesus were graced with supernatural fores
predictions about the coming of a messiah who arrived in first-century Palesting
of interpretation also is that it is likely the disciples and early Church perceived ¢
Although there were different spiritual meanings projected onto his teachings a
the Gospels under a literal interpretation is that lesus definitively is the Messiah
praphecies about his coming.

We've seen this kind of literal approach in action in the introduction as part of t
method. Here, despite a variety of interpretative techniques being used, the em
directly representing historical events. We don’t have 1o try to second-guess wh
might have included various elements while writing. If an event is in the Gospels;
event occurred and so was necessary to include in any proper account of Jesus’ i
considering more abstract Christian concepts such as heaven and hell. if Jesus sg
or punishment, these words should be accepted as literally representing states ¢
symbolic or allegorical speech.

Assessing the Literal Approach

So, why should we question the literal approach
degree of figurative and metaphorical lap
john, where lesus makes a series
Bread of Life”. Should we &
grammatica 4
interpreie

vivell, the most ob
the Bible. Take the 4
taternents about his identity, u
pithat lesus is bread? The answer is of co
hat interpreters still accept that some langua

But how exactly do we tell what language is intended to be interpreted literally
figuratively? Certainly, there may be grammatical clues, but if lesus is routinely
metaghors, could not the author of the Gospels be doing the same? Why shouid
interpreting Christian texts literally when so much of their content may be figur
accept that there are some elements which should not be interpreted literally, t

about any portion of scripture. :
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This problem is exacerbated also by the many contradictions between Christian ’s‘
contain many contradictions, whether they be about the teachings Jesus utterec§
he tock during his ministry. We can't make easy sense of these contradictions or
approach to the Gospels, and some critical insight may be needed about the aut
arranging their sources. There are times also when the authors simply get histors
Think again about the virgin birth narratives. Are these realiy historically credibie
sense to interpret factually wrong statements in a literal manner?

Finally, we arrive at the conflicts between our modern understanding of the wor§
itseif. Take miracles, for instance. Should we really be interpreting events such a
literally true when science now would hold such actions to be impossible? in one
can just accept the miracles as supernatural events causer sus possessing d
stick to our scientific guns and say that a literal a : rpreting the Gos
with our modern knowledge of the worl se, it may be that a diff
needed to fully grasp how th der Christian texts might be meani

The Allegn

in contrast § iteral approach, the allegorical approach to interpreting scriptf
and occurrences to have a deeper symibolic or metaphorical meaning. White such
more in modern times, it certainly isn't controversial. For as we noted, there are;
am’ sayings in John) where it does appear as if the authors of the Gaspels are wr;
creating symbolic meaning through the images and concepts they use. Similarly,:
parables, concepts and symbols during his ministry in an attempt to generate deg
among those who were listening to him.

B

But a key part of an allegory is that it is something that does not just have a sym
its nature is 10 some degree hidden. This means that the allegorical meaning of ¢
not be revealed through a straightforward literal reading of their text. Consider,
sheep and goats in the Gospel of Matthew:

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and oll the angels with him, he w
throne. All the nations will be gothered before him, and he wilf separate th
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep o
his feft.” {(Matthew 25:31-33 NRSV}

Here, if we take a literal approach to the passage, we might hold that there will i
pecople will be separated left and right. But is this exactly what is intended by the
by comparison is likely to argue that there are hidden meanings about judgemeré
shepherd and a flock represents some deeper symbaolic meaning about the natur
actions will impact our experience of the afteriife. Either way, what is key is that
aliegorical approach to scripture is required to potential or these hidden
simple reading of the text.

Assessing the Allegorical

Cne of the k flegorical approach is that it isn’t always clear
particular vext might have. Although lesus often takes in parables, or
teachings ®Wpear straightforward. Thus, we arrive at two of the key troubl
The first is how we can tell whether a passage does in fact possess an allegorical
author or Jesus, and second how we can tell whether we are in fact extracting th

meaning from the passage.

The first problem to some extent is easy enough 1o overcome. Where we encou
figurative language, we are likely to be encountering a conceptual discussion wh
enough to convey the desper kinds of spiritual meaning intended by the text. Fo
don’t make much sense when we examine them literally, so the natural conclusi
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fact be looking for an allegorical meaning. Furthermore, we might even say that
history or factual content, we might be served best by looking for allegorical me
events throughout the Gospel may highlight some deeper meaning to fesus’ mir

the miracles actually cccurred. 5

50, although it may not always be exactly clear what is allegorical, we are not com
analysing scripture. But how exactly do we know we've got the right allegorical mé
question, especially when we are 50 far removed from the ariginal communities, c
Gospels were written. The work of the historical-critical method is thus often Einkeé
in order to understand the deeper meanings behind the Gospels and other biblica:
reconstruct who they were written for and how these texts might have been unde'%:%

> “Bias and subjectivi
even if we avoid simply
the allegorical approach always fac
The argument is no matter what we do
ie, many of which the author may not have intende
ipretation.

The trouble is of course that this process is far fr
how careful we are with our reconstructi
understanding or meaning onto !
those favouring more b
biases and icegiiint

through a

Discussion Activity:
Is it ever possible to avoid bias when searching for allegorical meaning? Or can
objective meaning of a passage using the right kind of biblicol criticism? Discuss

The Moral Approach

The final broad approach we can use instead is the moral approach. This eschevxé§i
Bible but alse does not take an allegorical understanding of its teachings. Instead
practical document or guide to life, which is primarily examined in order 1o unde&s}%
lives. At times this might encompass a kind of literal or aliegorical understanding:
overall commitment to either kind of interpretation where moral teaching is not§
the miracle event the feeding of the five thousand: f

Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground, he took the seven foav:
giving thanis fre broke them and gove them to the disciples, and the discip
crowds. And all of them ate and were filled; and they took up the broken p;
haskets full. (Matthew 15:35-37 NR5V} f

Here, the literal approach might interpret this as a historical event, a demmnstra;ﬁ;;
allegorical approach might well look for deeper meaning in what such feeding m
fulfilment of earthly and spiritual desires. However, the moral approach would ps
guidance can be gathered from this miracle event. i ve could derive a

compassion and faith to be essentia

appreciation or interpretati in

The strength is moral approach are arguably clear. We abandon the often ar
theological meaning or interpretation and focus on how the Bible can help us live
on interpreting moral principles, Christians can gain valuable moral guidance in th
question whether this focus is too narrow. Is it encugh to read these kinds of morg
might we risk missing important theological elerments that lend context and meamséa:
instance, while the feeding of the five thousand illustrates the importance of chariy
explain why these acts are good or important. Rather, the critic might contend thg
judgement, atonement and the afterlife, these moral concepts aren’t rich or mes
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Moreover, as we noted when discussing the literal approach, the Gospel writers;{s
not to have interpreted scripture or Jesus’ ministry in this manner, Instead, their:
and as a community they probably did believe that Jesus” arrival held more than}
humanity. Moreover, like the allegorical approach, we risk making mterpretaiaoré
the moral meaning of certain passages isr't always clear. If we take the examples
Samaritan, on the face of it we might simply hold it declares we should help othe
the historical context, where the Samaritans were often looked down upon by | '
meaning of the passage is transformed to ‘one should help others regardiess of £

However, as we move towards the end of this section, it is important to note th

these appreaches in different contexts. For the theologian seeking historical or t
approach may be necessary, but for the biblical scholar, i prove too restric
today, the literal or allegorical approaches may n : pertinent, with t
required in order that proper moral gui ived from biblical passa

shall see how these approaches e work of two thinkers and how tt
prove deeply important when considering how we should interpr

Activity:
Read the shit parable the parable of the mustard seed, detailed in Matthew 1
main approaches listed above, detail how you helieve they'd interpret this para
maost accurate?

What Value Does Scripture Have?

in the last section, we analysed some broad approaches to scripture, each of wh
However, each of these still relies on examining the Bible as an authoritative doc
deep and revealing truths about the world, In other words, the Bible is automati
to Christians and to others seeking a spiritual understanding of the worid. But w
first place? Is the Bible not just another document written by human hands? Mi

Think for a moment about the historical-critical method. Often it is closely tied t
which attempts to recontextualise and understand the Bible from the vantage p
of the world. Yet, considering the deeply mythological nature of the Bible, thisp
Christians. For ot what point does our modern understanding of the world start
interpretation of the Bible? If miracles cannot occur, what importance can the m
have for us taday? If we can guestion the existence of concepts such as the sou
afterlife in which our essence as human beings is preserved?

in gther words, historical criticism of the Bible seems to und@rmme its value for
face a fork in the road. Do they contmue to assert the tr

provide a wosa#Sward for modern biblical interpretation. And although their ori
how they arrive at very different conclusions and what implications these conclid
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Karl Barth and Scripturs as "Witness'

Karl Barth was a Swiss theologian and perhaps one of the most
infiuential Christian thinkers in the twentieth century. Yet, ironically,

there is still extensive debate about where Barth actually stood on issues E
of biblical interpretation. This is partly because his views cannot be
neatly slotted into any of the approaches we've analysed so far. Nor can
they be easily understood from Barth's worlc itself. His most well-known
work, Church Dogmatics, is four voiumes and thousands of pages long,
making grappling with his ideas an exercise in extreme patience! But
despite this inaccessibility, we can detail the foundations of his approach
to scripture and why he thought it necessary to read;u@t C
methods of biblical analysis.

gz

At the time Barth became involved
becoming increasingly ponu

God and rehgion are sha ped more by human reason than faith in the Bible ar ot
what tended to emerge was a much more rationally constructed picture of Ged
contemporary scientific knowledge and historical knowledge of the Bible.

Although Barth was enmeshed in this intellectual environment, he came to find
sense, this was due to the historical events happening around the Christian Chur
wars, in which many liberal Christians ended up supporting German military and
also came to believe that in a theological sense, liberal Christianity had become
spiritual issues and had become wholly concerned with the human world. Such t
his 1219 Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, which warned that a ‘time o
liberal theology was becoming complacent. So, let’s dig into Barth’s attitude her
disiliusionment with liberal Christianity informed his views on the nature and va

Natural Theology, dolatry and Revelation

We've noted that Barth rejected not only liberal theology, but also natural theo
this latter field in many guises. Famously, the cosmological and teleclogical argu
examples of natural theological reasoning. But why did Barth cppose such exerc
answer is in the question, For Barth, natural theclogy was a transparently humao
theology is not one which truly reflects his being, especially if God is transcende
commonly claim. For if God is actually transcendent, there must be a deep divid
world, one which human intellect cannot reasonably or reliably bridge.

an human rational minds actually comprA
¥ foundations of our world, let alone a being outside
refarstot of natural theclogy to capture God as idolatry. For the proc
conceptualiseisod doesn’t result in truly understanding God himself, but rather &
human construct of what we wish God to be. Thus, natural theologians are arguaérw
Second Commandments and worshipping a false God (see Exodus 20:1-17). ‘

ormniscient, powe‘rfui
even to Ca

This might appear strange at first, for surely human reason exists due to creatior§
But if we follow liberal and natural theology 1o its natural conclusion, we end Wiﬁ
perspective on the Bible and a God divorced from traditional Christian concepts.:
crafting a new God that is just a product of our intellect or imagination. Yet this <
can’t know God through reason, intellect or imagination, how could we ever pos:

R
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Barth's Calvinist roots show themselves. For like Calvin, Barth argued that God xs
through his grace. it is God alone who reveals himself to human beings and this s\
cannot be replicated through any kind of human endeavour.

Muoreover, this revelation is not a universal enterprise. It is concentrated in a sin :
holds that despite the protests of many Christians, there is no true revelation ou
we can truly learn about God is through lesus. in this way, Barth's theology is de
at the centre of all proper theological enquiry, and it is God alone who reveals h
cannot come to revelation by historically researching and interpreting lesus’ ‘reg
a kind of allegory. Think for a moment about passages such as Luke 10:22: ‘

d no one knows
whom the Son o

‘Al things have been handed over to me by my Foth
Father, or who the Father is except the Son an
{Luke 10:22 NRSV)

support Barth's interpretation if ta A
1is passage}. But if this is the case then a
scriptural “ge. Most importantly, we are left with a dilemma when
we Can't god ¥ time and observe lesus’ teachings and life curselves, but nei
to reconstruct what we believe is the "historical Jesus’, Here is where Barth's ide
contends that ultimately human beings should give up searching for God. Instea
themselves to be found by God.

Here, lesus’ teaching seems.t
are of course other ints

The Value of Scripturs as Witness

Barth's theology, as we've analysed to this point, is not a far cry from traditional
many critics have characterised Barth as conservative when analysing his though
revealed theology cver natural theoiogy. Yet, this categorisation also misses a gr
work, especially around the value of scripture. For unlike conservatives, or even
hoid that scripture is inerrant. True 1o form, he ultimately insists that the Bible is
be? It was written by human beings, and he accuses Christians who view it as in
as they are still idolising human work rather than searching for God himself,

Yet, the problem is, if the Bible is inherently flawed then how can it be 3 good ve
the clever part. Barth argues that although the Bibie is not revelatory itself, it is ¢
Jesus Christ and his prociamation to the world. in this sense, the Bible becomes

Let’s spell this out a bit more. What the notion of medium means for Barth is the
revelatory. However, they become reveiatory when it is read by a human being
grace, They, in a miraculous sense, temporarily transform and allow God to com
beings. This might sound a little strange and Barth himseif often illustrates this p
such as the one below:

The Bible is God's Word to the exte &% izj to be His Word, to

through it; CDI/1, 109

What this m “ignot itself as an object the “Word of God’. Rat
the reader ord of God when read. 1t is God who searches for h
through th nd the Church} and who chooses 1o reveal himseif through i

presarvas the oné»way relationship between human beings and God, while also
of the Bible for Christians. For it is only the Bible that is a witness to Jesus Christ,
only the Bible is capable of mediating revelation between God and human being
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The Implications of Barth's Thought

it is perhaps easier to see now why Barth's thought has a bit more of a radical edg
this idea of seripture as witness, we arrive at some pretty interesting implications.
Barth's views affect interpretation of the Bible. For what becomes apparent is tha
cnly on its words but how a reader engages with those words. Barth has much to
be good exegesis; the process of discovering the right meaning of the Bible. Consi
Torrance, a well-known scholar on Barth, that details his attitude towards interpre

Biblical exegesis takes place therefore in o strenuous disciplined ottempt ¢
the Word of God speaking to us, to read what the Word intends or denote
interrupting it or confusing it with our own speaking, for in foithful exeges
be told whaot we cannot tell ourselves.

{Torrance, Karl Barth: introduction to Farly

4, p. 22)

inan} ideas into scripture. That isw
er, Barth almost encourages a childlike a
degree of humility when engaging with it. One key
sign of hea sus at the Pool of Bethesda, a key story in John 5. In this cha
bathe in a pC®Fhelieving it has healing powers. However, contrary to his expecty
heals him. The traditional interpretation of this story holds it to demonstrate the
points out the crippled man wouldn’t have been healed at all if he had not gone
possibility of being healed. In a similar manner, the Bible is a medium or place th
encountar lesus if they too approach it with openness,

The idea as before isnotior
natural theology in the.
the reader s

But how should we deal with the many historical inaccuracies in the Bible? Well
Barth argues that we shouldn’t discount them, nor should we wholly endorse th
should read the Bible as if it were a story, rather than a strict historical account.
frying to adjudicate as to what parts of the Bible are human and which are a wit
focus on reading its stories receptively, trying to acknowledge and understand h
encounter with the divine. For we are not trying to historically reconstruct Jesus
communicate with God himself. The Bible is thus not meant to be treated as a ki
unigue theological document with the power to reveal God.

in fact, Barth notes that there are two distinct events in scripture which might b
history’. These are the creation of the universe and the resurrection of Jesus Ch
Barth's point when using this phrase is that neither of these events is comprehe
they be meaningfully imagined by the human mind. Thus, they cannot be dealt w
by weighing up textual evidence or testimony. There simply is no way of rational:
exist beyond our intellectual capabilities. But despite such issues, the chalienge
that these events happened all the same, even if they seem impossible to grasp

Evaluating Barth's Thought

is world view doesn’t fit neatly,
3 jects each as unsatisfactory. What Bay
Hity's descent into idolatry. This is clearest when
earlier nin ury critics of religion such as Ludwig Feuerbach, who Bar
and when # his students. For what Feuerbach argued was that God was ry
way for human beings to give their own desired qualities and characteristics to a
frue way to study religion in human beings was through an anthropological appr
kind of human abstraction.

From our analysis of Barth's idea
approach to the Bible, and
prevent wha S

Feuarbach might seem a strange character for Barth to cite, but he saw his appr
thealogy. if we draw upon cur human reason to ialk about the Christian God, th
The only way to aveid this for Barth was to develop a form of theology that reco
makes himseif known to human beings. it is then up to human beings to study t
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revealed himself 1o them, not to try to reconstruct God based upon what humar§

can’t be reduced to an allegory or a set of morals. Nor can we develop a literally

have to locate a new kind of Christian theology with the witness to revelation th

So, what are the problems with Barth's thought? Well, for the liberal theologian
speculative than theirs. For one of the central claims of liberal theology is that if ¢

nature, then i is coherent 1o suggest that God would have made himself at leas
facuities such as reason, which are by most Christian’s standards the faculties th
animals. The task of the liberai theologian is thus not 1o make God human proje

true essence of God using the faculties that God gave us. In fact, one can sugges
revelation hinges upon a philosophical argument based on the nature of divine t

ramifications of theorists such as Feuerbach!

But these considerations are unlikely t
ultimately proves more difficult
revelation of the Bible |

rstandabie for our failible minds? For tradstlonal Caivumsts, ‘thl

principle of accommodataon the view that God naturally reveals himself in a wa

minds and does not truly reveal himself,

But if this is true, then the revelation we are getting from the Bible is not really r .
still seems to be a kind of human projection, albeit one that God controls throug
Barth hasn't really solved the problems that liberal theology grapples with, Wha
was assert that in some important way, revelation and God were identical. So, Wi
in Jesus Christ, we are in fact getting an unobstructed view of what God really is.

strange implications, the most prominent being that the life of Jesus Christ isn't

know important theological teachings but rather a kind of performance or repre
Altogether this defies the way we traditionally view the Bible, and theologians tay

exactly what Barth meant when he talked about God in this way.

Perhaps most importantly though, it reinforces a kind of mystical approachio G E

to understand from our modern perspectives. Whether or not you agree with B
radical position on the Bible, it is difficult to deny that it is hard to square with ei
Bibie or a critical approach to its underlying message. We are constantly having
treating our understanding of the Bible as a real understanding of God or as the
shortcomings. Altogether, while Barth might have made some good criticisms of
implement his view when analysing biblical teaching itself.

Discussion Activity:
Doees Borth succeed in establishing the Bnbie Qs
the problem of biblical interpretati

"Word of God’? Discuss in pairg
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Rudslf Bultmann and Demythelagising Scripturs

Rudolf Bultmann (1884-1976} was a German Lutheran theologian and perhaps
one of the most important figures in biblical studies in the twentieth century.
Although he was a very radical and controversial figure to begin with, many of
his texts are now recognised as foundational when analysing the Bible. Yet, his
writings can be difficuit to work out at the beginning and easy 1o gel wrong,
especially when it comes to his famous detailing of the procass of
‘demythologisation’, which will be central to understanding his overall beliefs
about the value of scripture.

What's key 1o note though when comparing Barth and Bul
theology. Bultmann in fact was greatly influenced :

n is that they bo
rly critiques, and

foiﬁow through with a rational E
4 religion possessing little to no substang
hatever cultural opinions the reader possess

4 n didn’t really want to do away with liberal theology like Bart
needed somewhat refocusing. it had to end an obsession with discovering the h
instead on what the Gospels actually proclaim and how it can be related to mod
advances in historical and sociological knowledge of the world of jesus, Bultman
to arrive at 3 true account of what happened during lesus’ life. The Gospels by ay
locations or dates, vary wildly in their reports, and are not corroborated by othes
important sense, historical analysis of the Bible is important to a degree when de
as an end in itself,

However, Bultmann also just thought the quest for the historical Jesus was unnece;;«;f»:;
to build a new way to interpret scripture, built partially upon his fascination with ti

Existentialism, Mythology and Cheistianity

Bultmann was deeply influenced by the work of the philosopher Martin Heideggi’
influencing the field of philosophy generally known as existentialism. It is a broa
approach, which focuses on the dimensions and nature of human existence as a
the world, Most importantly, existentialists tend to view the human person as fu
world’, with every person a free {though often unwilling} agent who has the abil
course of life. A basic principle for an important later existentiaiist, Jlean Paul Sar;
precedes essence’. i emphasises that the nature of human beings is less import

So why is this important to understand Bultmann? Well, as soon as we begin 1o foc
guite frightening realisations emerge. If we are fundam
guidance or purpose to our lives, And as seif -aWar
grapp!mg with our fr@@dom isone of a

wch freedom is quite d
arts of living, such that ma

naturalistic explanations of phenomena and analyse the world in light of these e
ancient mythological world view of the authors of the Bible. Theirs was a world
about supernatural forces were commonplace and expected. The trouble is that
mythological beliefs provided comfort, especially around religious topics such as
audiences cannot take such comfort from these beliefs, ensconced as we are in
are perhaps made even more anxious when dwelling on our existence and have
material comforts we can find.
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Moreover, whatever we do, we can’t force the mythological world view of script%
put, we've moved on and trying to find a rationally or scientifically satisfactory ve
So, what should we do instead? Bultmann argued that we have to find the essen
the philosophical teachings and stories which we scientifically minded people ca
its meaning through mistranslations or misunderstandings. This, Bultmann arguey
process he termed demythologisation.

Demythologising the Bible

So far, we've seen how we're at a bit of a crossroads. If we are firmly stuck withi
cannot make proper sense of a text written by those with a mythological world
can scripture have for modern audiences? Trying to find the historical Jesus or a
can only either distort its message or reflect our o g attitudes. The

impossible to interpret the B

So Bultma axind of allegorical approach to the Bible instead. He holo
process of & Xologisation, whereby we strip scripture of its antiguated myth
its underlying messages transparent and relevant to modern audiences. This is N
looking for moral messages. Bultmann is always keen to stress that demythologi
theologically rich ideas, particularly those which give guidance and wisdom on h
Christianity can provide a proper answer or response to existentialist issues, wit
attachrnents to material things and identities.

Myths express the knowledge that man is not master of the world and his 5
which he lives is full of riddies and mysteries and that human life also is fufy
Bultmann, fesus Christ and Mythology, 1958, p. 19 :

Yet, Bultmann’s ideas about demythologisation have been difficult to grasp for m
Bultmann is not arguing we shouid get rid of myths in the Bible, in the way that |}
sought to. In fact, Bultmann holds that myths are deeply important to human lifg
the meaning behind myths, not take them at face value. So, demythologisation
guest for the historical Jesus nor a strict historical reconstruction of the commur
process that aims to make the messages or meanings of a text relevant to audie
which the text was composed.

So how does this relate to Christian scripture? Well, Bultmann holds that the ce
Bible is contained in Jesus’ teachings and proclamations, which Bulimann appro
word for preaching. While the Bible is a basic record of this preaching, its clarity
Christians creating myths around the figure of Jesus {such as his divinity), which
accessing the true meaning of the kerygma in the Bible er, this doesn’t m
wholly concerned with mythologising. At times th 2 exact opposite, such
apocalyptic expectation of Christian follo: nted in the theological di
works in the New Testament. Th 25, Bultmann believes, are the resy
downplaying the possibili o Coming.

ts beginning in the New Testament itself, and thereféii:i
ing today is justified’, Bultmann, fesus Christ and Mythology,:

Dem
dem

But how does this process of demythologisation work in action? Does it not reg A
most of what we read in scripture as false? For Bultmann, balancing our perspec
of myth is a difficult and careful process. Take the resurrection, for example. We
doubting that such a supernatural event could have occurred. However, for the ¢
meaning of the resurrection act and what it means for our lives, we should read
resurrection did occur. However, this is not the same as trying to somehow belid
happen historicaliy!
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So, the resurrection is not a literal event. Yet it occupies an important part of th
meaning 1o Jesus’ teaching throughout, showing that if we live like Jesus, we wil
and, most importantly, authentically. To live life authentically is the aim ofthe e
according to one’s own choices and purpase and not according to the roles, cha
The story of Jesus’ resurrection, therefore, represents a deeper victory over ina
Christian teaching can be a meaningful answer 1o our existentialist problems. if v
Christian life, we can’t simply discard elements of the Bible due 1o historical pre
simply pretend that the resurrection literally occurred and base our lives on this

However, it would be wrong to also suggest that Bultmann is advocating some k
choices. Bultmann’s approach is fundamentally different in scope and aim. For h
draw out theologically rich kerygma that is relevant and 2 ble to modern au
simply identifying moral messages lesus conveye ‘ gnising the goodng
overarching moral message behind ev Fesurrection, atonement &
resolutely theological events that, deeper meaning for Christians beycé
approached with Bultm “demythologisation to find what this deeg
for religious, Bsfs he modern world.

nt

The ImplicatShs of Bultmann's Thought

Compared to Barth, the implications of Bultmann’s thought are perhaps a bit cle
directly denying we should endorse a literal interpretation of the Bible. Equally,
approach, whereby we eliminate myth completely and simply fook for underlyin
also can’t simply be equated with an allegorical approach to the Bible. Forthe p
simply looking for an underlying meaning, a correct form of exegesis that gives u
scripture. What Bultmann reguires is that the meanings we unearth become ral
have to serve a specific theological purpose in connecting the kerygma of the Bi

Let’s spell this out a bit more. Say | suggest that we take an allegorical approach
the underlying message is that God is the spiritual saviour of humankind. t'sa b
assume it's correct for the purpose of this argument. What Bultmann might argu
ultimately still not appropriate for modern audiences with their scientific world
this interpretation, they might simply say ‘well that makes no sense because the
spiritual realm’. Such an interpretation still rests on the old myth that there is th
world which are connected in our daily lives. As such, it cannot be truly relevant

S0, it's clear that a direct allegorical approach doesn’t quite hit the mark when w
arguing. At the same time, it is uncertain what kind of kerygma taken from the B
audiences. We will explore this problem a little more in the next section, but Bulg
rejects both a mythological and a scientific world view, and instead tries {o carv€§
perspective that can address the existential questions oth rid views cannot.
charting a similar course to Barth. Both are attempti '
world. For Barth of course this is to reaffirm b
the importance of a contempora

L

of revelation in Christ;
ant to modern audiences. '

Bultmann's
demytholo a

st as controversial as Barth's in many ways. Fos

new way forward

we also seem to imagine a very different way of interg:

implement ur datly lives. For example, we might abandon traditional Hitg
endorse such a mythological world view or perhaps just transform them into a §
in many ways, the development of Christianity arguably reflects such transform:
and interpretation of the Eucharist, different denominations have changed the f
sacrament to reflact the haliefs of thelr congregations, often because it is percei
meaningful in ight of contemporary beliefs. But naturally, this creates a tension,;
more when we avaluate the strengths and weaknesses of Buitmann’s thought.
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Evaluating Bultmann's Thought

One problem that we've seen emerge from Bultmann's approach is how to recon
the Bible with cnes that grant a central role to demythologisation. For we can reas
the world views of modern people? For scholars such as Bultmann, the ways inw
often very different from ordinary people. Moreover, there are still just as many a
there is a spiritual dimension to the world, which is at least partially mythological iy
actually need demythologisation to make the stories and teachings of the Bible rely

The general continuing popularity of religion across the world might suggest not
science now plays in our everyday lives, there are millions of Christians across thg
meaning in the traditional myths of the Bible, and in thas sense, perhaps do not i
their world views. Of course, there are plenty of more s Christians who ny
continuing popularity of traditional or even funds stianity takes the
Bultmann's argument. The most we mig 4y is that for certain gmu;:;g;sj
demythologisation might be an im s to help them connect with the
perhaps not a universal treate a modern kerygma. :

Egually, Bu nother problem from supporters of a historical approa:
recall, Bultm gued that the quest for a historical Jesus was ultimately fraug
be truly recovered. Yet, the last century since Bultmann’s first statement of this
progress in understanding the historical and sociological background of first-cen
have been like and how his message might have been received. Naturally, there
guestions, but in the view of many New Testament scholars, researchers really i
understanding who Jesus really was.

If this is the case, then the argument can be made that Bultmann’s specific proc
necessary. Instead, we can embrace a scientific world view and look for the lesu
Bultmann would say, rather than just his ‘thatness’. We can loolk for the Jesus w
important moral and spiritual teachings that modern Christians can embrace, ng
preached and was crucified. Altogether, Bultmann may have just jumped the gu
searching for the historical Jesus was a fruitless endeavour. Even if we can't arri
able to develop a picture that not only coheres with a scigntific world view but t
importance of lesus’ teachings. In this sensg, Bultmann's focus on kerygma migh
the Bible can retain its relevance for modern audiences!

Discussion Activity:
Do you believe demythologisation is copabile of making the Bible relevant to ma
result in the Bible becoming o text devoid of Christian identity? Discuss in pairs o

Modern Approaches to Biblical Interpretation

Sa far, we have looked at three broad ways of approachi Bible and the wo
figures who attempted to craft new ways of inter aristian teaching. As p
out some key drawbacks with each a
and dwell upon when we read s¢
deep variation and incopg

er, it appears that the complexi
st to indicate that there might not be a st
e mythological, aliegorical or even just moral.
probiem with both attempting to chart a new path forw
Wing the traditional issues associated with biblical exegesis.

Bultmann
never quite

While many modern scholars still find themselves inspired by the work of these tw
endorse a broad pluralism when it comes to bibiical interpretation. This term ack
presant, thare cannot be a wholly authoritative approach to analysing scripture. In
avariety of approaches, all of which carry the possibility of generating new insight
In this section we will examine four different modern approaches, picking out key 3
significance and relevance for Christians today. Furthermore, we will laok at how t;
with each other and whether they support and refute other methods for analysing:
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Rational Approaches

We begin first by talking about rational methodologies for examining the Bible, W
analysed these in part in our discussion of Bultmann and Barth, both of whom we
responding to the spiritual crises they believed had been caused by the rising prors
of liberal theclogy. For a rational approach to the Bible is one of the defining mar
liberal theology, both past and contemnpaorary. it holds that biblical interpretation
always be made to cohere with our rational, scientific understanding of the world..
practice, this usually means discarding elements of biblical narratives that affirm th
existence of supernatural elements, powers and events.

R

Rz

The Role of Philosophy and Science

it is important to note that liberal theologia
approach is informed by a mixture of
in the other sections of your Reolis
necessarily benevolent

pérform such a proce:
osophy and science whi
. course, For example, the problem:
h the traditional sense, or at least does not
manner su Snal Christians. Similarly, the theory of evolution cal
creation in and the belief that God created human beings directly in his
prablems, thi%ational theist recognises that the strength of these philosophical
they are fundamentally required o re-evaluate the way they interpret the Bible

S0, what does the rational theist look for in scripture? Well, there are various pe
depending on the beliefs held by the scholar in question. In the Enlightenment p
much more fashionable to believe in deism, the view that although God exists a
not intervene in creation nor is his continual power or action reguired to mainta
terms of scripture, this means that events in the Bible where God directly appeag
individuals cannot have happened, and perhaps most importantly, the resurrect A
occurred either. if we thus strip out such supernatural forms of intervention, wh
set of moral and philosophical insights into the nature of God and his being. :

importantly, liberal theologians may still have a strong belief in salvation and fife:
to develop accounts that cohere with a modern scientific perspective. For exam
argues that life after death invoives God creating a ‘replica’ of our earthly mater
assertion that the afteriife requires the existence of souls. Hick also argues that
us to religious gluralism, the recognition that Christianity does not hold the excl
salvation. Other religions may be experiencing the same God In different forms.
Hick's assertions as too radical, instead asserting that human beings may enter g
death which is inaccessible so long as we remain in our physical bodies. :

Reason in Biblical Analysis

it is not always the case that such philosophical and
to biblical interpretation, We've talked a bit ahou
locate what lesus’ life actually looke
human life. In other words, :
simply took it to be th
lifet Thus, i

nsiderations expé
sst” for the historical J
wolves the assumption that
ty assume that history is uniform to
LJ¥us was a divine figure then it would hardly &
rational appreach is tied to the guest for the histori
biblical sch practising Christianity, for the purposes of their studies they
not divine as part of this quest. The rationa! approach, therefore, may be metho
philosophical or scientific.

We will explore this discussion further when we ook at historical approachas to
for the moment it is useful to see here how these two approaches may overlap. ¢
the Bible then we are also arguably trying to understand the actual historical eves
necessary means to uncover the real universal values given by scripture that coli
scientific and philosophical beliefs. Otherwise, supernatural elements might still '
Bibie and its underlying message.
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Problems with the Rational Approach

For those scientifically minded, it might appear as if the rational approach is the
logking for an interpretation of the Bible that doesn’t contradict the evidentially
recogrised throughout the scientific community? Well, this potential strength o
some issues with a stringent focus on reason, many of which we've partially exp
and Bultmann. For, as both these thinkers noted, the project of libaral theology
version of religion once one follows it through to its natural conciusions. Either w
Bibie down to a set of moral messages that could be taught outside the Christiar§
God that refiects what we psychologically wish God to be, not what he actually is

We can think about this in a few ways. The first might be 1o look at Christian trag
today, which still largely adheres to the rites, rituals an :
this tradition is often what is thought of os Christ
away, we also strip away much of this tr
from the Bible. This doesn’t r :
of Christianity at the an

ong Wlth it many of the tr :
» process is wrong, just that we end
ght be cioser perhaps to the beliefs and pr

Bultmann as examples, this stripped-back version of Ch
35 in part that it is the challenge of the Christian faith tg open
God throug 1 the Bible as a witness to revelation. As such, one has to suspend on
understand its message. For Bultmann, on the other hand, the rational approach
the real existential questions of life, which the Bible and its kerygma is unigquely
we refashion its myths for a modern audience. in both cases the rational approag
importance of Christianity and its myths are for religious audiences. f

We can also guestion the rational approach in a similar manner when we look at
perfectly rational view to believe in the existence of a deistic God that does not i
exactly is the point of scripture which details a wide variety of cases where God
words, if we are only looking for naturalistic explanations of the world, how can
science is much better equipped? The rational approach may not really give am
scripture at all, instead just making it obsolete altogether! For the atheistic or ag
but for the Christian it is probabiy not.

Historical Approaches

Let’s take a step back now. We saw how the rational approach can be considere
was from a scientific and philosophical vantage point, where our pre-existing wo
interpret scripture. However, the second was much more methodological, takin
view of scripture that naturally sidelined theological questions in favour of objec
approach did not explicitly deny the possibility that supernatural events occurre
assume that these events occurred from the outset when studying the Bible, in ¢
remain unbiased when trying 1o locate the actual, histor nts of scripture.

This is the kind of thought pattern that und dical approach. Those
original historical events behind the variety of methods, many ¢
throughout your siud:es S es mdude form cratnc;sm redacllon o

occurred but also trying to understand what the actual world of the Bible looked
develop deeper insights into the teachings and events of scripture.

You will perform this historical approach yourself throughout this course compa
crucifixion and resurrection, or ethics in the Gospels. Even in Christian preaching
used to strengthen the understanding and meaning of Christian teaching. As suc
importance of the historical approach, at least in a broad sense. Yet for all its str
criticised those who develop an over-reliance on historical analysis, and in the n
take at a lpok at some of the issues with prioritising history in biblical interpretal
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Problems with the Historical Approach

One major issue with the historical approach is what we might call the epistemi
rejection of the guest for the historical Jesus for a moment. He noted that ultim
lesus and the relative paucity of histarical sources about his life means we'li nev
or his life was actually like. This is a sincere problem for biblical scholars, even tog
this companion, the biblical authors weren't exactly objective historians trying t(\
life as accurately as possible. They were writing with a religious purpose in mind;
that served a theological purpose for their respective communities. in fact, throu
the notion that we should try to capture history objectively was barely consider
retelling of historical stories, it was often to serve some present motive the histe

Now, we can of course use the texts themselves to d
matives of the Gospel authors, but this is al
Essentially, we are trying to discover i

individuals 2,000 years ago
uncover histor

es of unknown
His understanding to
aracier of a person we also
know very nis is why Bultmann said the guest for the
historical Je3 a fruitless endeavour. We're never really going
to understand who lesus was. What is really important for
Bultmann instead Is that we capture the meaning of his preaching,
or kerygma.

But is this so bad? Can’t we just get closer towards a historical understanding of
understanding his life? Well, even this process carries a few problems. A guick st
the Gospels reveals that while there is some agreement about the basic circums
aiso fundamentally disagree profoundly about many key aspects of his ministry c.
problem with the historical approach. Without good historical sources, we canne:
beliefs, wishes and desires onto the Gospel texts. in one sense, we will always be
natural imposition of modern ideas onto very different historical eras. f

But we will also be guilty of favouring particular interpretations of history that "
might be the strict Christian favouring a conservative, traditional understanding
political, secular individual favouring a radical understanding instead, But the ot
is linked to this issue is that even if we do discover the resl historical Jesus, how
us today, enmeshed in a very different mindset and set of circumstances? As Bu
are fundamentally separate from the mythological perspectives of first-century |
just may not be able to develop compelling narratives and teachings which inspi
and instead may produce an accurate, but bland and irrelevant, account of Jesus
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Sociglogical Approaches

We can now turn to some more intriguing approaches to the Bible. One of these,
scripture which, although similar to the historical approach in many ways, uses a;
methodologies to analyse the development of Christian tradition. For the startin
to the Bible is 1o look at the structures, views, and patterns of human activity at
and use these to develop a deeper understanding of both the texts themselves a
written for. The aim thus is not to uncover who the historical Jesus was but inste
were, how they acted as a distinctive group and what their social relationships w

This very much fits the natural remit of sociology, which at heart attempts to be g
behaviour. Initially, sociological approaches to the Bible pr popular in the eg
arguably been since the 1970s that the discipline has ¢ ured. What propa
that in light of researchers having so few re ources about the life of
to study what communities were |i ey operated in the first century:
of how the natural religi ; Ain human beings responded to the mesy
religion was ; particular communities. :

B

Such study i ¥mportant because much of religicus life back in the first cent
academic study of texts such as the Bible. There was much more emphasisonp
traditions, where individuals iearnt of new ideas and beliefs in communal spaces
everyday life of people in the first century through social analysis can give great
the historical approach is often seeking to understand. This means that in some
historical approaches can work in tandem. But the sociological approach is often
broader picture of the emergence of Christianity and how this emergence confo
behaviours and structures.,

Problems with the Sociclogical Approach

For alf its virtues, the sociological approach is limited in a number of ways. Altho
good explanations for why Christianity grew so quickly in certain communities a
behaviours of early Christians, it faces similar epistemic issues to the historical a
know we're not projecting a modern understanding of the human religious impu
assume people have a similar world view back then to now, we might well make
kinds of structural analysis onto communitias they do not belong 1o, On the othé
kind of shared connection between the present and the past, we might well stru
religious social behaviours that enabled Christian communities to grow so fast.

But there are also specific problems with sociological analysis. Often the discipli
patterns of behaviour in certain communities to draw conclusions about the infl
specific texts or in the growth of religious ideas. Yet, it may weli be that it is spec
circumstances that better explain the actual growth
principle. For instance, scholars debate greativ th
had an impact on the growth of Christiau

These kinds of historical fac
problem when analysin

%0 which the sacking
ological direction, as it sp
¥ accommodated within sociological
\position of the Gospels within early Christ

The other imilar to this is that it can also tend to overlook the importa
Christianity. ccusing on communities, we potentially obscure the impact tha
St Paul had on the early Church and the composition of the Gospels. This is parti
analysis begins with a set of principles or ideas that exist cutside of scripture its
directly to Christian texts to resolve issues and are potentially stuck with an app
many generalities about what were the most important influences on early Chri
noted that most taking a sociological approach to biblical interpretation are awa
such rarely claim that sociology can provide complete answers to difficult histori
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Literary Approaches

The final approach we shall consider is the literary approach to the Bible. While
it appears in other kinds of approaches, it has grown significantly since in the 197
heart, it analyses the Gospels and other texts as if they were pieces of literature
This is interesting first and foremost when we think about the fact that it is iikely§
intending their books to be just objects of academic study or manuals of ethics,
news’, they were specifically telling a story about Jesus’ life, and it is significant t
fundamentally seek to tell the same core narrative in different ways. This implies
only was important material missing from their sources, but they had the ability

way that had not been heard before, Z

most, it analyses%
looking at the narra
ncepts such as drama, irony ang
e specific method that has often proved
in the Gospels and how different parts are .
ticism we shall see proves particularly useful in analysing
pel of John later on in this companion. :

So, what does the literary approach involve? Wel
compaosition and writing of the Cospels Thi
part!cular Gospel to iookmg at speri

of a story.
conflicts in 1

But for the moment, let’s think a little bit more about how literary analysis can g
For one important thing that may weil have been on the Gospel writers’ minds i
that occurred in lesus’ life but a meaningful portrayal of these events. in other W;é‘x:
just want to tell a story, but a good story. For if your intention is to convert peop:
educate them on i, then a sure-fire way to keep their attention is by writing sor
than boring. In fact, one might say the growth of Christianity and its persistent |
partly due to the story of Jesus being told in such an arresting manner by the Go
ministry, death and rebirth is a motif now found in plenty of stories, not just bec
appeal but because it has such precedent in Christian literary tradition.

Thus, if we use literary analysis to examine different parts of the Gospei, we can
to form a bigger narrative or idea. Moreover, there are specific parts of the Gos
particularly to this kind of analysis. Most notably, the parables are essentially st
the rhetoric, structure and metaphors employed in parables, we can look for na
message of the Gospel they are contained within. Moreover, it can help us unde
are so different. For it may not be that the Gospel writers used fundamentally di
each tried 10 shape the events of Jesus’ life to a story which they thought would
their audiences,

Problems with the Literary Approach

The appeal of the literary approach is easy {0 see. It's {l d can potentiall
the writers composed their works and how their scould impact a reade
much of the Gospels, if not the whole Bilig
examine thern as pieces of literiive je literary approach has some drawb
once we dig a bit dee ve implement methods such as narrative crit
important, g : SO much mare than a story. They are intended to ¢
to the aud we have to assess 1o what degree these truths take preced

Think far a moment about the Gospe! of Luke. As we shall see later on, thereis s
to which Luke can be thought of as the ‘historian’ he seif-identifies as at the beg
this fabel to Luke, then the literary approach may only carry us so far. For the his
story but to relay information about historical events to their audience. The spe
information can be debated, but at some leve] we will have to assess what sourg
assessed these sources and to what extent a particular passage is representative;
author’s storytelling powers. Of course, we can still cast doubt on Luke’s self-ide
himseif as a historian may well be a kind of rhetorical flourish used to give legiting
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Nonetheless, this example illustrates the complexities in using the literary appro
guestion the degree to which Christians can find meaning in assessing the Bible
Christians are interested in discovering both the historical truths behind biblical
understanding of God and the world. If we think about Barth for a moment, the
since Christ is the ultimate mediator of God's revelation, we cannot treat the Bik
rather have to view it as a real wiiness to revelation itself. in other words, what
interpreting the Bible are the real truths behind it and so establish a relationship
simply may not fully accommaodate this desire if we end up treating scripture as

How Should We Interpret the Bible Today?

By now, you should be swimming in interpretative p
come into play throughout the rest of this ¢ ;
Year 1 studies. But the primary quesi
approaches to biblical interp
Both these guestions a:
of the schisgtel
interpratin
their level of il

ou may even recogn
nd of this section are "Wi
; hould we adhere to just one approa
onceptuai They have a deep impact on how
red between groups of Christians find their roots i
I, ln fact cne of the greatest differences between the Cathc%
erence to variabie kinds of biblical interpretation and the impo

Yet, when we looked at the modern approaches to biblical interpretation, we oL
and weaknesses to each. While denominations often hold strong beliefs about t
Bible, the same is not always true of biblical scholars. While their work often inv
method to interpret the Bible, recent trends have seen scholars recognising the
methods, thus at least implicitly endorsing a pluralistic perspective on biblical in
see this if we analyse historical and literary criticism together. While it may be u
behind figures and events in the Bible, this can obscure the overall literary patte;
On the other hand, only looking for literary technigues and concepts can equally:
historical investigation into the meaning of particular passages.

Simply put, the strengths of one approach might help solve the weaknesses of a A
such as literary and sociological interpretations of the Bible don't often find theiy
Christian tradition. While throughout the Christian world, reason and history hay
takes time for academic inquiry to filter down into the lives of everyday Christiar
Yet, they may well have insights that ultimately change the dimensions of how C
the world. If, for instance, literary criticism shows that there isn’t a harmonious
which Gospel should be preferred for its overall meaning and message? Should w
importance of religious texts at ail?

In any case, our analysis of approaches to biblical interpretation can and shouid Z
Christianity, whether it be the role of tradition or litu heart, most Chr
to the Bible as a single text, and more often than ‘ospels and the Paulin
debates about these approachps sh oherent with whatever Ch

perspective Towards understanding scripture? Discuss in pairs or small groups.
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Quick Quiz

What is the allegorical approach to biblical interpretation?

How does the allegorical approach differ from the moral approach? :
What does Barth mean by describing the Bible as a ‘witness’ to reveiatioé
What is demythologisation? :
What is the most important aspect of the Bible to Bultmann?

What is existentialism?

Within what approach to biblical interpre lowers often encf
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What vou will learn in this section

The theological discussion around eschatology and the Kingdom of God in the

¢ What Jesus taught about the Kingdom of God during his ministry, and the
throughout Luke.

e  The different scholarly perspectives on the arrival of the Kingdom of God i
on realised and futurist eschatology.

e  The meaning and importance of eschalologl
influenced the growth of the Christi

starter Azﬁwty

3 world of the first century and the different religiog
ous groups thought about life ofter death and the interg
= notes and compare them to early Christian perspectives on
through this section.

MNome lan Howard Marshall
Born 1934
Died 2015
Key text Luke: Historian and Theologion (1970)
marshall was a well-regarded theologian whose work in the §
Why are they century focused extensively on the New Testament. He is kno
important? as o historian against excassive recoction criticism, which oft
obsessed with rewriting traditional eschatelogy and ethies w

Born 1875
Died 1965
Key text The Qivest of the Historical Jesus {1906)
Schweitzer was o prominent figure in early twentieth century
Why are they scholars during the first quest for the historical Jesus, arguing
important? in the context of the aschatology and apocalypticism common
ceniury CE

Introduction: The Kingdom of fiod, and the Death and petion of Jese

Throughout your studies so far, you have rray of events in the
miracles. But now we turn our atter big guns and look at matt
el of Luke. You may well be familiar w
eiMed with death, judgement and the afterlife, w
ource of information we have about these subjects in §
1 resurrection of Jesus himself, Z

things’. And
teachings,

Yet, when we compare the four Gospels and Jesus’ teachings on eschatological E‘
problems emerge. For while each Gospel presents a similar overall view on what
are marked differences, especially when comparing the earlier written Gospels {§
believed to have been authored later (Matthew, Luke and especially John). More
developed widely different narratives and theories on why these differences hay
we can systematise a coherent and compilete eschatology from the Gospels the
delve into some of these debates and analyse key passages in Luke which are o
and against conflicting theories for different forms of eschatology.
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First, though, it is necessary to give some background on the Gospel of Luke, anc.
present throughout all four Gospels: the concept of the Kingdom of God. For thi
against which we measure different theories on eschatology in the Gospels and
harmonisation of these theories into a single coherent narrative about Jesus’ his
the afterlife. :

The Gospel of Luke

The Gospel of Luke can be said to quietly stand apart from the other synoptic Go
guite similar to Matthew, both in how it uses Mark as a source and its concorda
as the hirth narrative. But beneath these similarities, Luke is a quite radically dis
starting point when considering eschatological issues,

itself. It starts with t
filly compiled source material
» ion does not state directly who the,
ich means ‘Lover of God'. In this sense, one iy
Luke is, ho his readership to understand his role as author and his ai
when we ars separated in time from the date of authorship, we still have
being honest here. Is he really being the careful historian in compiling his Gospe
other motives? Redaction criticism is arguably more key than ever when thinkin
Gospel and whether his stated alms agree with the tone, style and historical ace

We can see this immediately at the begmm
with a statement that affirms how i
Jesus’ life and death. And wh
intentions tow

Far instance, reading Luke 1:1-4, one can be tempted to infer that Luke is of the
are somehow incomplete and that, with his insight, a better and more rounded
formed. We might bolster such an inference by looking at how Luke adapts mat
passages and includes others as he sees fit. These kinds of actions certainly fit th
even argue that Luke’s editing was performed to take out more mythological ele
those established by proper eyewitness accounts. But without observing Luke's
and beyond Luke's role as historian, there can be equally observed to be many d
present in the other Gospels, Moreover, these tdeas fit a much later date of auth
are appropriate for 2 more Gentile audience. Therefore, we should consider wh
appear to be the competent historian in order 1o give weight to his overall theol

Take, for instance, Jesus’ ethics in Luke, which we shall study later in this compa
many similarities with Matthew and Mark, there is a greater emphasis on Jesus’
well as a focus on the extension of his ministry to those traditionally exiled from
examnple, the parable of the good Samaritan, only present in Luke’s Gospel, pres
outreach to other groups beyond a Jewish audience. Simiiarly, the parable of the
shows a distinct care by God for those who are marginalised or dispossessed. Th
as in Luke there are far more female characters, and Luke 7:35-50 in particular e
women regarded as unclean by the Pharisaic laws of ‘

ided if they were considered
e, which is to show lesus to be the of
on of Man and Son of God to demonstrate
ut identity into a ‘salvation history’ divided into thre
prehistaric of lasus, described in Luke 1:4-3:1, which extends from Gen
and circumstatices of the virgin birth. The second is the ministry of Jesus in Luke
beginning of the proclamation of John the Baptist and ends with the final ascens
period of the Christian Church, of which the beginning is detailed in Acts, which

Would not such radical ideas be per
The same is true of the mai i
uses common titles sue
aisc weave

Therefore, beyond Luke simply being a compiler of historical material, one can ic
themes and concepts. Consequently, it remains a lively area of discussion amon
as to whether one should interpret Luke as consistently aiming for historical acc
that they embellished their Gospel to present a specific picture of Jesus 1o a first
and Gentiles.
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Oate and Authorship

The gquestion of who authored Luke’s Gospel has become considerably more wio
it is generally taken for granted that both Luke and Acts in the New Testament wi
Not only do they both share similar Hinguistic characteristics (for example, in the
Theophilus) but the preface of Acts directly references the Gospel of Luke as ‘my
many of the theological themes are consistent between the two books, particul
Jesus as part of a ‘saivation history’, with Acts describing the age of fuifilment af
ascension of Jesus.

However, one particular issue has been whether the dual authorship of these bo:
‘the physiciar’ as described in Colossians 4:14 and 2 Timot 11. This was the {
theology, put forward by early church theologians s eus and Tertullia
travelling companion of Paul fits the style ¢ called the ‘we’ passé
plural accounts are given rather thargy n accounts {for example, Acts 1
IRGr of Acts was a traveiling companion
identified as Ly : hen it would be a natural it for him to be reg
‘Luke’ inth ;

Nevertheless, despite this initial good evidence, there is still reason to question w
is truly the author. Colossians and 2 Timothy are now regarded to not necessarily
into guestion whether the identification of Luke the physician of both is a credible
scholars have argued that the ‘we’ passages are best understood as another docu
into the narrative of Acts as a whole by the author as a historical effort. Many New
this view in particular make note of the fact that there is little of Pauline theology
strange if Luke were Paul’s companion and was witness 1o historical events such a
Thus, any attempt to identify the author with Luke the physician shouid be taken «

There are even more problems, however, in giving the Gospel a date of authorsh
surrounding Luke the physician, the Gospel is often dated according to whether
been a companion of Paul or not. Acts ends fairly abruptly with the imprisenmen
being sometime between 62 and 63 CE. And Luke is generally thought to be writh
scholars disagree) due to the reference in the preface of Acts to ‘my former boo
an early date of sometime between 60 and 65 CEis given to the date of Luke’s ay

However, as traditional accounts of the authorship of Luke have been challenge ;
often given. This is firstly often based on the dating of Mark, which is generally g
and 70 ce. Considering that Luke uses Mark as his primary source, it has to be co
had to be in circulation for same time before Luke composed his Gospel, The se
is often calied into guestion, with many of its sources unknown, While it can be
eyewitness testimony, there are notable differences inth it presents the C
letters, and it has a number of notable omissions, sy i, Paul and James
mark of an incomplete document, it still doegig nt to the view that it w
or testimony. Therefore, Luke is given a later date of compositi
: it could even be as late as 100 &,

78 ce 88 ce

Mark Matthew

Luke
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Luke as Historion or Theolegian?

We will be spending quite a iot of time with Luke throughout your
A Level studies, 50 before we move on t¢ examining the Kingdom of God

it is useful to guickly take a look at some of the key concerns with his S
Gospel and how they are reflected in modern biblical criticism. =
N

-

One early problam to note is that there is still an extensive debate on \\Q
how 1o analyse and comprehend Luke’s {the author’s) purposes in §
writing the Gospel. Albert Schweltzer in his well-known work The Quest N
for the Historical Jesus {1906) argued that Jesus’ views reflected common N
Jewish expectations in the first century Cg, namely that th -
coming Kingdom of God reflected an imminent esch \ -

ntervention
rvention represented
at Schweitzer argued was
st eschatology, which emphasises
the comin um of God to be a specific event that is yet to
occur at son nto come) future time. The opposing view to this is
that Jesus presented a realised eschatology, the idea that his ministry
was itself the inauguration of the Kingdom of God and it is not some
definite future event yet to come.

Thus, lesus” death was meant to inaugurate
by God in our world, and the lack

the failure of Jesus’ mission
that the real Jeg

Schweitzer’s claims here ran counter to trends in biblical research at the time, w
reconstruction of fesus’ life based on an analysis of the Gospels and how they su
here is the idea that each Gospel author was in some way thinking of himself as
already about Luke as historian, but it is a controversial notion when the concep
very different from our conception now. Whereas we commonly think of history:
we aim to uncover historical truths, ancient historians often compiled accounts f
theological reasons which are hard to discern from our modern perspective. ‘

Schweitzer leaned into these problems in his research, arguing that the later writt
reflect Jesus’ actual eschatological views. Instead, the problems with Parousia, the§
meant Christian writers had to adjust their stances on Jesus’ teachings and re-evali
intervention by God had occurred after Jesus” death. This led to a confusion of esc
which began to diverge more and more from the Jewish futurist eschatology that
Thus, in the Gaspel of Mark we encounter more passages that represented a futu
Gaspels, more passages that represent other forms of eschatology. The central im
actual writing as a ‘historian’ in the conventional sense. He was documenting inste

supported his communities” views on the death of fesus after the Second Coming

in the following years, there was much less of a focu dstorical Jesus and
Schweitzer’'s example and looked at how the b Ke might have represe
along with the community he might riting for. However, by the seco
many were beginning to fig Y s he criticisms of Luke as historian. No
1870 work L Histsn neologion, claimed that previous analysis of Luk

Luke ... was g historiaon who wished to give a faithful portrayal of the minis
the early church. He did not, therefore, write o work of creative imaginatio
controfled by his sources. {Luke: Historian and Theologian p. 9)

Within this broad claim are three important aspects. The first is that Luke’s theolo :
some theologian aim, but in an impartant sense matches the historical sources he
theology arises out of history, not the other way around. Second is that the focus
matters but instead what Marshall identifies as ‘salvation’, the opportunities for d
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by the zood news of Jesus Christ. The third aspect, though, is perhaps the maost ke
something had gone wrong in biblical analysis of Luke throughout history. As we n
scholars was that Luke’s claims 1o be g historian were a kind of lie intended to pro

But why should we not take the author’s claims seriously when there often appe:
use of sources? In order 1o evaluate this difficult question, we need to first have
God is represented in Luke’s Gospel.

Discussion Activity:
Do you believe that Luke could have been trying to accurately record historical
you think the Gospel writers inevitably prioritised theclogical motives? Discuss |

Analysing the Kingdom of bod § in Sepd

Now we've considered somsg

g cund the composition and purpose
und eschatology. it was noted that Luke pre
gnout his Gospel and this larger arc is important to consi
out death, iudgement and the afterlife within. For a clear imp
ministry (one often stated explicitly} is that his time on Earth is part of 2 wider p
wrapped in due 10 their covenant with God. in fact, Luke can be seen as the Gos
with such conceptions of saivation. The theoiogian Joel Green, for example, clai
salvation more tharn any other New Testament writer’ {The Theology of the Gosp
even turn to Marshall once again for a fuller explication of this idea:

We have seen thot the ultimate source of salvation is God the Saviour, thu’%f:%
born into the world as Saviour to bring men peace and to lead them to glo
is for God's people but also reaches to the Gentiles, that solvation is in gcc
promises of the Old Testament... It is cur cloim that these are the ideas tha
Luke as o whole and constitute its maoin theme. 5
{1 H Marshall, Luke: Historian and Theologian, p. 102)

But what does saivation mean here exactly? Well, one key aspect is that Jesus’ m
the arrival of the Kingdom of Ged. it is this arrival which guarantees in some sen
follow Jesus, so understanding exactly what this term means can help reveal wha
endorsing. We've recognised already that there are a variety of views on the esc
analyse key passages, we necessarily have to look out for parts that stress whet
represents a future event yet to come, something that has been inaugurated, or
been realised by the arrival of Jesus.

Yet, what is also important to recognise is that the meaning Of passaﬂes may not
endarse differing interpretations depending on what pre g beliefs we hav
analyse the passage. We may even have g keep in e author, it 3 his
coherent theology, but just a direct recordi : IS sald if this is the cas
right interpretation at all!

&scholars have argued that there are strong ind
as Mark} t strong expectation that Jesus would return within peo
reads thro gk Gospels, such expectations are potentially more muted, wit
the Second Coming being a personal or different kind of reality. These alternativ
more detail after our analysis of key scriptural passages, but as you worlk throug
interpretations that conflict with each other,

Such conflicts deeply affect our reading of concepts such as the Kingdom of God
the birth of Jesus and has never left? Or is it something that is still yet to come |
even something in a constant process of development, building or changing as w
will. As we shall see, different readings are possible, and even our basic underst
Gad can radically change depending on what reading we believe to be the most
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The Teaching of Jesus on the Kingdom of God

The previous sections outlined how the Kingdom of God can be seentobeane
interpretation we endorse, it is not an idea that is given a direct translation or
conceptually developed by lesus through his ministry through parables. Yet, w
elements that it is worth thinking about before we get stuck into some importa

First, the term Kingdom of God naturally supports the metaphor of God as King, |
This is an important distinction when we think about the nature and justification:
God is in effect our ruler, then he does hold the sovereign right to judge us and :
So, when Jesus uses the Kingdom of God, he is in some way designating this se
and God to be key in understanding his eschatological teach

=
N

often seeks to distance himself from the traditional notions of a lewish messia

Third, the term Kingdom of God has potentially been loaded by the variety of m
In an important sense, it is difficult to interpret the concept without a certain d
especially if Jesus was seeking 1o develop the concept in light of Jewish expecta
this, it is clear that throughout the Gospels, the arrival of Jesus is held to be cong
Kingdom of God. '

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the gooo‘%
come,” he said. ‘The Kingdom of God has come near. Repent and befieve t!‘
15 NRSY) 5

At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowds »
when they reached him, they wanted to prevent him from leaving them. Be
proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God to the other cities also; fo

purpose.” {Luke 4:42~43 NRSV)} :

This is where the crux of the issue often lies for theclogians. Far even if we are
Kingdom of God exactly means, we can infer that it is the inauguration in some
Earth, one that reflects the renewed covenant between God and human being
of Jesus Christ. But what form does this arrival or inauguration take? Has it been
yet to come? At heart, it is unclear at first glance whether the Kingdom of God IS
future, and similarly whether it refers 1o this world or anctheswerld to come. |
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The i(ingdnm of God in Parables

S0, let’s turn now 10 some key scriptural passages in the Gospel of Luke. Follow
three key parables as given below: :
¢ The parable of the sower {8:1~15}

¢  The parable of the great banguet {14:15-24}
s  The parable of the ten minas {Luke 19:11~-27}

As you may well be aware, most parables present a simple situation or circumsta:
desper message or understanding about an aspect of ethics that cannot be immg
teaching. However, many biblical scholars have contended that parables are per;
considering eschatological issues, especially the notion of th :

it is easy to see why when we think about the

i human reason and ima
to transmit a deeper understan
tisinterpreting it! Moreover, parables can ¢
; d within them. In this way, the realities of peopgle
ﬁeper understanding of what these choices mean in light of t

the ethical,
directiy tie

Accordingly, the three parables in the anthology primarily deal with Jesus’” expe
these relate to the Kingdom of God in his preaching. Before we delve into them
taken from the first parable, the parable of the sower:

He said, ‘The knowledge of the secrets of the Kingdom of God has been g
speak in parables, so that, though seeing, they may not see; though hea
understand.” {Luke 8:10 NRSY)

This passage has parallels in both Mark and Matthew, but in all the Synoptic Gos
parables to reveal truth to some, but equally hide it from others. This theme of 5\
present particularly within the Synoptics but is key when thinking about the way:
revealed throughout scripture. For it means that conflicting interpretations mayfﬁ%ﬁ
prablem but a very feature of parables themselves and the way lesus intended t¢
and arrival of the Kingdom of God. :

The Parable of the Sower {Luke &1-15)

The parable of the sower is perhaps one of the more straightforward parables
of the parable is immediately foliowed by a direct explanation of its meaning. A
teachings have to be met with an open, honest and good perspective, for only
fully understood.

‘But as for thot in the good soil, these are the ones who_when they hear
honest and good heart, and bear fruit with poti

But this straightforward explanation ¢
analogy of a seed mean that h '
would imply that the Ki
human beir
which stres
importantly,®

S underlying ambiguities a
-ogress can be charted as if it we
is nat another kind of world, but someth
was'they spiritually mature. Yet, we could also advoca
importance of human beings maintaining the correct recept
v arrival of a future Kingdom of God which has yet to be inaugur

Both interpretations are possible, but if we look at the parallel descriptions of ¢
we might well lean towards the second reading. Both emphasise the conclusio
Jesus’ teachings is essential. Furthermore, consider once again Luke 8:10. This
be outlining the right kind of method for understanding not just the parable of th
parables. And, like the second reading, it seems to imply that there is a correct s
from which to understand Jesus’ teaching and, more importantly, the Kingdaom o)
passages thus could be weighed up when considering the explanation given by
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The Parchle of the Great Banguet (Luke 14:15-24)

This parable focuses on a similar theme 1o that of the sower. Yet it has its
own nuances that are worth exploring. The central message of the parable
focuses on the importance of the audience being ready 10 accept or
recaptive to the ‘invitation’ of the Kingdom of God, regardiess of their own
affairs. However, even Jesus stresses that there are many who will not accept
this invitation, notably stressing that those who are wealthy and precccupied
with their own material affairs are likely culprits. And, more notably, the
invitation is extended to ‘the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lome’
{NRSY], the same people who lesus had urged the leader of the Pharisees to
invite to the dinner they are sitting at {see Luke 14:13}.

heing for the
oughout the Gospel but is

This parable fits Luke’s general emphasis on.
poar and marginalised, a theme t

g Kingdom of God will see the earthly fortunes of
people’s lives reversed. So, those who were poor and suffering during their time
afterlife, whereas those who were obsessed with wealth and material goods will:
There is great debate as 1o the extent of the theme of reversal in Luke and how e
but in the context of this parable it is important to consider.

And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still rog
to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in;
filled. For I telf you none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.” {Luk

For reversal implies that there will be some point in the future when the chang
this at some future general judgement of all humankind? Or does it occur to ea
And it is important to consider the relationship of Jesus to the person in the pa
what point should we consider Jesus to have sent out the metaphorical finvitat
think that the arrival of the Kingdom of God will occur at some point in the futy
other interpretations.

The Parsble of the Ten Minas (Luke 18:4-27)

Finally, we can turn to the third parable of the ten minas. This one is slightly hare
primarily because it occurs just before the passion narrative, where Jesus is trieg
still upon receiving lesus’ message the right way, but a key inclusion is verse 11, \\
speaking to people who were of the view that the Kingdom of God was to be arr)
from the parallel parable of the bags of gold in Matthew, anddt might well hint
audience who are disillusioned about the lack of a se ting. Equally, it m
importance of repentance now, rather th t point in time!

Wil be given; but from those who h(
ut as for these enemies of mine who did n
and sigughter them in my presence’ {Luke 19:26

1 tell vou, to olf those w
they hove will

The ending ¢™ne parable is also important 1o consider. For the parable as a wh
needed to follow Jesus’ teachings and repent is difficuit and arduous. However
has to be noted that in the end the king does return, even when many suspecte
justifies a strong eschatological reading of this passage for it perhaps reinforces
audience, that lesus’ teachings on the Kingdom of God carry weight and its arrivy
those who did not have faith. Thus, we may weli be tempted to read this parable
Kingdom of God is at least partially a future event yet to come.
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Other Key Eschatological Possages in Luke

The parables are the most mysterious passages to study when thinking about es
times Jesus’ teaching on death and the afterlife appears to be much more direct:
key verses included in the Edexcel anthology. ’

Jesus and Evil Spirits / Beelzebub / The Sign of Jonah (Luke 1114-32)

Throughout his ministry in Luke, Jesus regularly interacts with the crowds, and
exorcism of a mute persan. Thus, the focus of the passage is on the nature of e
coming Kingdom of God. However, it is the final section, The Sign of lonah’, th
discussing the eschatological issues in Luke. Pay attention in particular to the p

The men of Nineveh will stand up ot the jud;
repented at the preaching of Jonah; az

The teachings within thi
three days bef

o fonah of the Old Testament, who w
ame a sign o the Ninevites, who sought the
seemed to! ] fiat length of time. But here it appears that lesus recon
about the i : of his own arrival. What it seems to suggest is that Jesus’ m
Kingdom of God revealing itself to the crowds, although they have failed to rec
exorcism and teaching in the previous passages.

But is this the only way of interpreting this passage? The theme of Jesus’ discou
reference to Jonah might just be a way of explaining how lesus’ teaching shoul
Ninevites were receptive to the Sign of Jonah and Jesus may well just be drawi
crowds should be egually receptive. Equally, the fact Jonah was in the whale fo
aliusion to the three days between the crucifixion and the resurrection. i this i
events are the real inauguration of the Kingdom of God. Either way, while ther
highlights an imminent eschatology in Luke, there are other possible interpretati

Luke £3:27-30 - The Narrow Door

The buli of this passage, similarly to the iast, occurs in the context of jesus intera
on his journey to lerusalem. Here, the discourse is in response to a member of
few people going to be sgved? Thus, one might be initially surprised to find out §
more focused on the timing of a future eschatological event. Read through the :

‘Muake every effort to enter through the norrow door, because many, 1 tel
will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the d
knocking and pleading, "Sir, open the door for us.” {Luke 13:24-25 NIV}

The whole passage does seem 1o imply at first glance an i
eschatological event at that, The symbo! of the narn
discourse but is instead used as a basic m

initial reading seeming to favo
outline specifics when it
saved othe

nt eschatology
ot expanded o
; ght the difficulty of g
schatological perspective, itisn
on. There is no direct mention of a tim

Maoreover, g3 ok at the final section, Jesus talks of people coming from the
soutt’ 1o take their places at the feast in the Kingdom of God. But who exactly
Luka here appears to be appealing to both Gentile and Jewish audiences, but t
a specific commitment to any kind of imminent or futurist eschatology. Instead
that a future Parousia is something that will have to be presented to all human
hearing lasus’ words, and may as such be evidence of a realised eschatology in
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Luke 17:20-37 - The Coming Kingdom of God

This passage is perhaps one of the mast discussed when it comes to analysing es
are two major parts it is necessary to analyse, but out of all the excerpis inthis s
worth focusing on the most. Jesus’ teachings here are not set against a blank ca
of lewish history, and it is the appeal to this history which arguably reveals the ¢
Pharisees and the disciples about the timing of the Parousia. Consider the openi

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the Kingdom of God would co
coming of the Kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, nor
or “There it is,” because the Kingdom of God is in vour midst.” {Luke 17:20-

reek ‘entos hym
hin your reach’,
#8h in the world, whether it b
2 minds of those who can compreh
s latter possibility with the idea that the K
= idea that the Kingdom of God could be something w
ifficuit to reconcile with the other passages which seem to

The key phrase here is of course ‘in your midst’, for the
different ways. Some scholars translate it as ‘amo ‘
on the Kingdom of God already existing i
occurs with Jesus’ arrival or p
words in many ways see
that can be el

psychologi

instead, we might be tempted to read lesus’ words here as suggesting that the
event. This means we car’'t point to a particular time or date and say, ‘this is wh
Rather, we could say that the Kingdom of God is a process that perhaps began w
one important event in a broader salvation history. This concept is something t
and so could well be the focus of this passage, considering Luke is often very pre;
connection to personal regentance. :

We can analyse this suggestion in the context of the next part, whers Jesus expli
signs of such a specific event. Look at the excerpt below for a moment: :

Then he said to bis disciples, The time is coming when you will fong to seezf}
of Man, but you will not see it. People will tell you, “There he is!” or “Here §
off after them. For the Son of Man in his doy will be like the lightning, whic
sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many things and be
generation.” {Luke 17:22-25 NRSY}

There are two ways to read this passage. One is as a straightforward foreshadow)
of the resurrection. Luke is perhaps suggesting that the resurrection appearance
disciples and that the resurrection itself will be the true sign of the coming Kingd
is unusual, and this passage can be potentially read as Luke appealing to audienc
his Gospel. For as we noted when discussing the idea of Luke as historian, the ar
Christian audiences was likely to be posing a problem for followers by the time L
Second Coming hadr’t perhaps arrived as promised ¢ possible that pasy
included to ease the worries of early Christi

£ int between the more futurist eschaty
#ambiguities as such might well represent the tei
audiences how to evaluate their eschatological expectations.
is worth re wtosely because while it potentially coheres with such a view, on
both a realised and futurist eschatology depending on what words are given the\\

Luke in this sense may repr
realised eschatology.s

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 36 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Luke 181830 ~ The Rich and the Kingdom of God

The final passage we will take a brief look at contains gne of the most famous p
responds to & wealthy audience member that it is easier for o comel to go throw
someone who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God.” Harsh words indeed, and we §
look at Jesus’ ethical teaching in Luke later on in this companion. However, what
with this section of Luke are the final verses, featured below:

Trufy i tell you,” Jesus said to them, ‘no one who has left home or wife or b 'A
parerits or children for the sake of the Kingdom of God will foil to receive
age, and in the age to come eternol fife.” (Luke 18:29-30 NIV)

What's interesting here is that throughout Luke there is focus on reve

interpretat i éschatoiogy in Luke.

Activity:

Read through each of the parables given throughout this section ond create a s
or futurist you read the eschaiology to be. Al the end add up your score and e
the eschatological landscope of Luke as o whole, Does your mark reflect your g
and if not, why?

The Difterent Views Surrounding the ‘Arrival’ of the Kingdom

From our investigation of Luke so far, it should be clear that thereisa bitofam
Jesus’ eschatological teachings in its passages. In many cases, lesus does not pr
account of when the Kingdom of God will arrive, whether it has already arrived
future Parousia. This may be partly due to the teachings around the Kingdom o
varipus parables, which may have compiex allusions and meanings. Yet, many s
the author of Luke {who we shall call Luke for ease) made specific edits to his s
about Jesus’ teachings on eschatology, perhaps in response to the delayed Par
community’s disappointment at its delayed instantiation afier the death of Jes

We talked about this a bit af the beginning of this section, where we detailed A
historical Jesus presented a stronghy futurist eschatology throughout his minist
Coming naturally led later accounts of his life to downplay thefuturist element
perbiaps not baing the true Messiah or even just miss
seem like speculation, but there are good i
Christian history and theology, espe
and Matthew.

entmg such a positio
ona compares the content of L

Take, for , able of the sheep and goats in Matthew 25:31-46. H
claim that a udgement will be undertaken by Jesus sormetime in the futu
far some and eternal punishment for others. Similarly, Mark 1:15 seems to sug
because the Kingdom of God is near’ while Mark 13 spells out a rather detailed
Second Coming, finishing with lesus stating in Mark 13:30 that ‘Truly | tell you,
pass away untif ol these things have happened.” (NIV) How else should one int
as a futurist eschatology?
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Yet if Luke was written between 70 and 90 CE, this is around two generations aft
eyewitnesses to his ministry would remain and so these words would surely ring
if employing Mark as a source, would potentially make changes 1o better reflect
visions of his community. Moreover, when one logks at John, the latest Gospel
definite change in eschatology compared to the Synoptics, where salvation is a n
any references to a Second Coming are very muted. However, despite the neatn
raged over the last century about whethear it is too simplistic and the degree to v
other interpretations of Luke’s eschatology. Thus, we shall turn 1o analysing a nu
according strengths and weaknesses,

Consistent Eschatology

term the
U960, Hans
fogy of;Sl Luke, where
s meant by the time Luke was

ed hope of it ever occurring. Instead
a futurist e vas replaced by the concept of sahlvation history,
which we wi Y in greater detail when we turn to lock at the
crucifixion and resurrection. What this meant in practice, though, was
that when it came to detailing lesus’ eschatological teaching, Luke
purposely made any mention of timing ambiguous and instead focused
lesus’ teaching on matters of redemption, forgiveness and salvation.
Thus, an evasiveness pervades any talk of eschatology throughout the
Gospel, and guestions about the Parousia are answered by talking of any
Second Coming occurring a long time in the future.

Schweitzer was not the last theologian to propos
consistent or classical eschatological accou
Conzelmann published his famous
he argued that the dela
composed, theguth

As such, eschatological teaching is also focused more on who will receive
salvation rather than when it will come, Conzelmann, just like Schweitzer
before him, identifies Luke's response as not necessarily individual but
rather a responsea to the Lukan community, who may have been
preoccupied with the lack of arrival of the Kingdom of God. By
refashioning Jesus’ ministry to focus more on ethics and salvation, Luke
avoids the pitfalls of discussing the Parousia in a time of disappointment
and recontextualises lesus' teaching to focus on a broader theological
discussion of lesus’ role as part of a3 wider divine plan for humanity. Thus,
the author of Luke also has an important concern with the future of the
Church and details this in great detail also within Acts.

exactly what we could call the classical view, it does ech
response to Parousia in the Chrlstlan commumty Se

2. The arrival of Jesus inaugurates a new age of the Kingdom of God, where it
the lews. Z

3. The ascension of Jesus mariks the beginning of the third age, where Christia
1o anticipate the eventual Parousia. :
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We've seen some evidence for the classical view already in comparisons of Luke
what can we draw upon in terms of textual evidence from Luke itself? Well, we’
parables and teachings on eschatology, more than one interpretation is possible
that this ambiguity is not a product of Luke being just a historian of Jesus’ words
S, for example, when lesus in Luke 18:29-30 talks of the Kingdom of God comi
come, it is intentionaily evasive so that any realised or futurist interpretationis ¢
parables of the narrow door and the great banguet, most of lesus’ teaching is pr
salvation, not when it will come. As a final piece of evidence, we can also point ¢
says, ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own @

The lssues

This all looks like quite strong support for the classi
change between Mark and Luke. But is this
Think for a moment about our disg

remember
Lukan comn?

and so can never be sure what their priorities were.

Which is where a ot of criticism comes into the classical view. Many New Testam
was far from clear that early Christian thinking was completely dominated by esch
about the return of Jesus. In fact, much of the surviving discourse of the Bible can
and teachings beyond anything else. This point was made by W Cvan Unnik, who
did not seem to set particular dates or intervals for Jesus’ return and that there we
caase if this return did not occur. Certainly, it may have been a present issue, part
facing criticism by Jlewish communities, but the delay of the Parousia was not necs

Similarly, Marshali, who defends the role of Luke as historian, points cut that asg
cutlook to Jesus’ teachings isn’t something that can be assumed. It requires a di
analysis of each Gospel and certain interpretative decisions to frame the intentig
way. In any case it is difficult to ever know exactly whether the passages simply &
inventions of the early Church. But our views an Luke should be slightly differem%
historian in good faith. Compared to the other Gospels, he is the only author to b
intentions, yet if we take Conzelmann’s view, we are automatically supposed o
despite having some potential insight into Luke’s editing procass.

2

Finally, should we view Luka’s intentions as so simplistic? Perhaps the ambiguitig’;
teachings are not representative of some basic editorial decision by Luke but raty
mavybe Jesus’) theslogical vision. This has often been the claim from more recer
forward new accounts of Luke's eschatology that try to outling a more detailed

‘evasiveneass’, First, though, let’s take a lock at a diff sfrom the classical

Discussion Activity:
Do you think that Schwe! & Tavouring the consistent eschatology pers
of Parousic nE ury communities? Or is it o projection of schola

smafl gro
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Realised Eschatology

Realised eschatology, at heart, is the idea that Jesus’ arrival represents the prese;
aspects. Thus, after Jesus’ death, there is essentially no future event left to come§
the present moment by having faith in Jesus and repenting. Within Luke, we've ¢
played up throughout the Gospel, Whether it be throughout his ministry or even,
crucifixion, he is trying to persuade people to repent in the here and now, not at
least potentiaily suggests that Luke was framing lesus as claiming that the Kingd*ﬁ*5
present reality. f

R

What's notable, though, is that this depiction doesn’t sound too different from ¢ 5
perspective. Yet, those in favour of an interpretation of re eschatology clai
evidence suggesting otherwise, wasn’t being evasi ating over escha
#he clearest interpretatic
H Dodd in the 1930s. What Dad
actor of Luke and John altering their view
Rather, realisegeasc zsent throughout the Synoptics, but most cle
especially ;

Diodd offered a number of arguments in favour of this view, but overall he conte
Church, contrary to Schweilzer, were not overly preoccupied with the Parcusia
Jesus’ arrival had realised the Kingdom of God. Thus, when we observe what ses
the Gospel writers making small mistakes and not properly contextualising lesus?
Throughout his ministry, lesus differentiated himself from lewish tradition and i
eschatology to that which his audience expected. In this sense, for Dodd, itis un 5
eschatology in the Gospels because ultimately that partially defined Jesus” unigus

So, we can see that the classical view is not a given, and it is possible to give a ve
eschatology in Luke depending on how we contextualise Jesus’ teachings within §
parable of the sower, where Jesus states ‘to you it has been given 1o know the sei
{NIV) or the story of Luke 17:20-21 where lesus states ‘the Kingdom of God is in
direct statements about the presence of the Kingdom of God in the here and no
aliusions in parts of Luke we haven’t covered, such as the story of Zacchaeus in
the protagonist has already been saved by his actions, or when lesus is casting of
‘the Kingdom of God has come among you’ (NIV), Altogether there isacasetob
words seriously and do not have to assume his teachings were coherent with a s
tradition prevalent in first-century Judea. :

The lssues

Dodd’s work was very influential and, in many ways, dominated the first half of
many were more moderate in their analysis of realis
square the preoccupation with this form of escha ih the actual content
As such, although many still recogni e “hatology perhaps formed
might not be the be all and " ty when we analyse the more futuris

For examp 8:29-30 once more. Here lesus explicitly says that
just in the now but also in the ‘age to come’. While this might not expli
eschatology, W does suggest that at the minimum there is some future to the Ki
realised in the present. The same is true of Luke 17:22-25, which seems to sugge
come after Jesus’ death which bring about the realisation of the Kingdom of Goo
For if the Kingdom of God was essentially fully brought about by the life of Jesus

broader theological understanding of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and the futy

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 40 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




This is an important question that Dodd could never quite address. The mixture
eschatology in lesus” teachings might not be some clever rhetoric composed by
shortcomings and problems in the early Church, but do we equally have to prete
kinds of mistakes made by that same author? If we are taking Jesus’ words ina s
be that Jesus himself endorsed a kind of mixture of futurist and realised eschato
appealed to early Christians, wha could have accepted lesus’ call to repentance
looking forward to the Kingdom of God being realised in new ways. Mareover, it
early Church, which in preaching and evangelising could help bring about the Kirg
fully anticipated by the resurrection. Unsurprisingly, this view has been endorse
and we shall explore it further in the next section.

inaugurated Eschatology

The final main view we have to consider is ¢
mixture of realised and futurist es,

scholars who want to give credence to the

thought in le avoiding many of the pitfalls of the classical and real

For instance, to some extant we can sea Conzelmann as exemplifying a kind of i
But Conzelmann’s view still places the Parousia front and centre of Luke's escha
kind of salvation history is built off the lack of a Second Coming, while the textu
open the possibility of a Parousia in the near future. The trouble with this is not
very calculating, but we can question whether it really harmonises the two contr
Luke. Do we have to accept that the Parousia is a central issue when talking abo
there room for a view closer to Dodd's?

This is a big question, but we’ve seen that there are numerous passages that not
futurist elements but can be interpreted to it a number of contextual backgrou
may well be trying to refine a pre-existing early Christian beiief in realised escha
responding to issues about the Parousia in the early Church. For example, the th
others have often pointed 1o Luke’s helief in the importance of the foundation o
throughout and at the end of his Gospel leading into Acts. in this sense, Cullman
Schweitzer that the Gospel writers were obsessed with the Parousia.

instead, across the Gospels we see a variety of eschatological views that present
consistent eschatology, but it is perhaps most easily observed in Luke. Hereg, it is
of Luke recognised the importance of the views of the early Church, which likely
developing after the decisive victory of Jesus’ resurrection. Yet, at the same time
not the final victory. This would ocour with the evangelism and foundation of th
farth Jesus’ message into the future age and trigger a ne iisation of the Kin
can note an interesting nuance. The author of Luke ¢ sauld not necessari
realisation would look like. So, lesus’ words ept vague out of a wis
boundaries.

But what Cu timately carve is a path through consistent and
claimed, w ided, a view backed up also by lan Marshail. Like Cullma
inaugurate eschatology and a rejection of Schweitzer’s claims about th
from careful examination of many of the eschatological passages in Luke, especi
that teachings such as the parables are some of the most accurate and represen
{which many scholars hold them to be) then it is clear we shouldn’t oversimplify
read in context, it becomes apparent that Jesus isn't advancing a simplistic escha
deep and nuanced and aliows for an understanding of the Kingdom of God whic

a future eschatological event.
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The lssues

The issues with the inaugurated visw are a little more complex than the other p
with the wide variety of possible interpretations of this position and whether, in
around the message of Luke. For one advantage that both the consistent and th
they identify a clear theme around eschatology in Luke, linked 1o the beliefs and
These hold intuitive appeal hecause it is easy 1o conceive of the author writing t
not simply as a vague, semi-theclogical account of lesus’ life. While Marshall ma
recognising Luke as a historian, this also means that we are forced to view difficy
struggling to compile different sources and words of lesus in complex ways. Suc}%ﬁ%
extent, but we noted previously that this process of histarical analysis was not ex
century, compared to the composition of works specificall

instance, Robert Maddox favours a minent view of Luke’s eschatolc:
view that Luke has shunt the Parousia or realisation of the Kingdon
unjustified. T 1eans for Luke the here and now, such that th
but genuinely believes that it is coming soon. As such, L
present real of salvation, and he is not trying to impart to his audience that
or axperience wiill be delayed. in fact, it is quite the opposite, with Jesus regularly
eschatological issues. For instance, a key example might be in the parable of the w
Jesus states ‘the Son of Man is coming at an unexpeacted hour, be dressed for actic

Moreover, this kind of view fits the way Jesus focuses on repentance through Lu
“Why is Jesus stressing that individuals should repent now?’ and the simple answ
wants to stress that the realisation of the Kingdom of God is imminent, not in sof
can also go further than asking ‘When?’ and instead ask "To who'? Case in point,
C K Barrett, who perhaps more than any other scholar focused on the individual}
argued that in many ways Luke favours a kind of individual eschatology, exempli
man and Lazarus, whare it is stated that each person receives their reward or pu§
the life they have led. f

If this is true, then we can question equally whether the Kingdom of God is prop

an event at all. Perhaps it is something linked to each person that is inaugurated
intended o be siressed, though, by these examples is that there are so many po
‘inaugurated banner’, it can potentially be crushed under the weight of its own
should ultimately try to find a unifying meaning or narrative in Luke, even if not
exactly cohere, because the difficulties in both recording Jesus” words and prese
eschatology may just make a completely harmonised view of Luke impossible,

Simply put, we might be expecting too much of the auth
recognise that a firmly consistent or realised eschatg
evaluation of Luke’s work is a thorny and diffic:
strengths and weaknesses of eac

wholly coherent
stronger position t
1t ne clear answer. Ye
wow they tie to the individual pa
¥ tual understanding of the debate, it
these passag : yaurseif what you believe 1o be the strongest in

Discussion Activity:
Does the inaugurated eschatology perspective on Luke solve many of the interpr
other approaches? Or does it fail o give o clear perspective on eschalology in
small groyps.
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Quick Quiz

What form of eschatology presents the Kingdom of God as an event in 1%

What form of eschatology presents the Kingdom of God as something sai
and death of Jesus?

What personal and ethical act is often emphasised in the eschatological
of Luke?

What form of eschatology did Albert Schweitzer argue was dominant in A
Who argued that realised eschatology was mo
What is meant by the term Parousia
What does it mean to ftent eschatology?

What cknowledges elements of both traditional pe:;}:

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 43 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




What vou will learn in this section:

The different kinds of religious and political conflict in the Fourth Gospel, includiy
s The various religious and political autharities opposed to Jesus and the arrey
presented against him during his ministry,
&  The reasons why thase authorities were concerned with lesus’ teaching anc§
practice, and Sabbath controversies in first-centur !
e The narrative and historical context to confl
condemning Jesus to death.

nistry and the ro

John, particularly the I anv’ sayings. How did these
_ thorities, and how doeas this iHllusirate the function of co
“and refer back to them as you progress through this section.

John omd
Make som

Name Eliis Rivkin

Born 1918

Died N/A

Key text Whaot Crucified Jesus {1984)

Why are they Rivkin is o renowned scholar of Jewish life and history, parti

important? reconstructing the life and thought of the Pharisees, who he
misunderstood by biblical scholars.

MName R Alan Culpepper :
Born 1946
Died N/A
Key fext Anatomy of the Fourth Gospef {1983)

Why are they Culpepper is o well-known biblicol scholar whose work has of

analysing in particular their narrative and literary elements, o

imporiant? .
contemporary historical research,

introduction - The Death of Jesus in the Gospels

It is sometimes easy to forget that beyond the teachings and theology surroun
overarching narrative about his life and ministry. Fro narratives in M
drama present in all four Gospels, each author prd
Jesus’ ministry and how they reﬂect :
a key preoccupation for autho
political, social or his

However, |

story worthys tical evatuatlon.

We saw this approach detailed in the first section of this course companion, Bu :
different ways, we can ask questions which don't always easily present themse
theology. One of these key questions will be the focus of this chapter as we ask
complex) guestion, “Why did fesus have to die?’ For example, if we take a histori
we might ask what important political and secial forces contributed to Jesus beir
we take a theological perspective, we might claim that lesus’ death was a necess
key act of atonemant. Finally, if we take a literary perspective, we might questiog
psychology of figures such as Pontius Pilate or Caiaphas led to lasus being conde;
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Depending on how we answer these questions and what importance we give th
fundamentally different conclusions about why Jesus had to die. We can also ex
the religious and political conflicts that led to Jesus’ death. Was it in a sense inev
lesus would have died in the conflict-prone first-century ludea, or are there spe
had to die? These are deep and expansive guestions, so for the purposas of our
logking at the Gospel of John for answers. However, the next section will logk at
Luke, and by the end of the Texis and interpretation section you should have a g
narratives across both texts. To start, though, let us take another quick lock at s
information on the Fourth Gospel,

The Gospel of John
The Gospel of lohn (Fourth Gospel) has been one icult to decipher ¢
due to its markedly different tone from the & 5. Scholars have long fi

grasping the theological reasons w
author may be, what co
John's Gospels

et apart from the Synoptics, but:
vritten for and when it was composed. Tr
3 stle John as identified within the Gospel narr
egn widely challenged, due to new critical analysis of both;;

One of the most distinctive parts of lohn's Gospel is its highly developed Christolo :
There is a strong emphasis on the divine identity of Jesus (as you will have studied
the symbolism and significance surrounding this identity. This focus proves particu
the reasons for lesus’ death. The Christological claims within the Gospel strongly |
characters treat Jesus throughout his ministry and the reasons given for his arrest,

You may recall also that the Gospel is broadly divided into two main sections, wi
eptlogue lohn 21, surrounding these. The first book is titled the ‘Book of Signs” a
or miracles of Jesus in John 1:19-12:30. The second is the ‘Book of Glory’, coveri
as Jesus” death and resurrection. This structure has often been the subject of my
with some New Testament scholars believing that the Gospel was arranged in th
aspects of iohn's theology.

Similarly, the content and style of Iohn’s Gospel is also radically different from t
material and tradition of John is written in Greek {although a few scholars have ¢
from an older Aramaic document) but the style and vocabulary of the Greek in |}
much of the Synoptic tradition. It has been noted that it has, in proportion to its
the New Testament, and throughout the Gospel there are a number of favoured
often repeated. Particularly significant are verbs of revelation, commaonly beginrg
example of this is John's use of | know’, which occurs 141 times in the Gospel, w
bear witness’ cccurring 33 times and ‘I speak’ 30 times. These are strongly conn
surrcunding Jesus’ self-revelation and his relationship as Son to Geod, the Father.

This difference in language can also be linked ¥
events commaon to the Synoptic Gos &

o5 list all of the 12 disciples of Jesus, even including of
ospels. '

However, these omissions do not impact the overall flow of lohn’s Gospel. Rathe;
composition, and the heavy use of symbolism and narrative techniques such as
and conceived Gospel intended to convey a distinct and developed theology. Ints
this chapter, john also contains one of the most complete and detailed accounts:
elaborating on many key events only summarised in the Synoptics. This is where
cther Gospels and there is significant debate on how to interpret the passion na
should be treated as another important historical source on the death of Jesus,
narrative is the result of artistic embellishment by the author.
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To a great extent, answers to these debates are affected by how we judge the hig
New Testament scholars have routinely pointed out the errors and alterations in
length of lesus” ministry in John. For example, the cleansing of the Temple in Job
lesus’ ministry whereas in the Synoptic Gospels it occurs just before the passion
Chapter 5, Jesus is pictured as being in Jerusalem, but by 6:1 it is said he went to
Galilee, which makes little geographical sense considering lerusalem is located q\

These errars couid be due to unreliable historical sources the author was using o
authorial editing or inventing. It has been argued that fohn is a ‘spiritual Gospel’
and that it should be read as a theologicai presentation more than a specific acce
the case, then John may well have been written in response to problems specific
facing or as a theological elaboration upon the more hi nd dry passages
be given further evidential support if, as many sc : john was written g
other Gospels.

R

Evaluating the Bata f

it is notabl &Yy down a date at which the Fourth Gospel was compos E
from 65 CE {3 k£, depending often on how one interprets the narrative and t
Unlike Matthew, where there can arguably be seen to be more overt references
John remains startlingly silent on what may have been the political, religious ang
surrounding the composition of the Gospel. However, those favouring an early dy
position that the silence on the destruction of Jerusalem is an indication that the.
the time of writing. Supporting this view are potential allusions to Jerusalem pre
which states details about Jerusalem that could only be reliable if the city was st

However, these arguments are far from conclusive, johm often uses the present
so the details from John 5:2 aren’t necessarily representative of a pre-destructios
silence on an issue is not necessarily indicative that it has not happened. Rather
of lerusalem was not immediately relevant to the lohannine community at the t
{typicaily the more common view) often take this position and point out the high
Christology of Iohn which display common characteristics with the theology of t
century CE, Simply put, unless the author or community surrounding John had sy
ideas, the safer bet is to assume that the Gospel was written during times when

Thus, more conservative estimates tend to place the date of compesition around
also remains that different parts of John might have been written or composed at &
John, such as the prologue, seem to contain more advanced theological concepts,
itself has parallels in the ‘Christ-hymns” (for example, Col 1:15-20), which are likel
could be that John was written and assembled over a long period of time, with so
This may indicate that some parts of John {e.g. the passio =ative) may be mor

The Authorship and Community of Johe

While the orthodox traditio
century, it has not dis
very old ag

nin’s Gospel to the apostle fohn has g
etely, with some scholars noting that fohn
f Trajan {98-117 ¢k} This means that 3 late date of
with lohn eing the potential author. Furthermore, various orthodo
Irenaeus anceophilus, support the belief that it was the apostle John, the son
21:24, who composed the Fourth Gospel, This was a key reason why by the end
belief that lohn the apostie was the author of the Fourth Gospel was a relatively

However, despite this external evidence for the traditional view, this stance is or§
theologians. Many instead hold that the internal festures of the Gospel painta o
states that the Gospel was cornposed by the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ {NIV), a
throughout lohn. However, there is still no explicit connection within the Gospel:
son of Zebedee. it is only inferred through lohn's place at the Last Supper, wher&
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an eyewitness to certain events. Yet the biggest criticism emerges from this assu
lohn the apostie, how could his Gospel be so radically different from the Synopt
eyewitness to so many events? This is especially considering important chronolo
of the Temple being moved, or even the very different accounts of the Last Supg

The guestion of authorship might seem unimportant, but it
affects deeply how we think about the historicity of lohn. If the
Gospel was composed over half a century after the death of Jesus
by an individual {or individuals) removed from the events of
Jesus’ life, what trust can we reasonably put in its historical
accuracy? One is often forced 1o take sides, with those favouring
the Synoptic tradition often denouncing the historicity of.}
with those favouring John having to make elabor : :
justify the inaccuracies, errors and cha th Gospel.

These arguments often iry claims about the

r, which may be the reason why
from the Synoptic tradition. For
example, onS@E ne most popular suggestions for a Iohannine
community is in Ephesus, as tradition states that this is where
john the apostle lived and taught during the first century CE.
Thus, it may be that it was students of the apostle across Asia
Minor who were responsible for writing and editing the Fourth
Gospel, using the apostle as a source. However, other locations
have been proposed, such as Antioch, and some New Testament
scholars who place the date of authorship earlier than 70 CE even
argue it may have been written somewhere in Palestine.

Similarly, one newer problem with the authorship and setting of John is whether%
standalone text, or whether it forms one part of the Johannine works, which incl
Epistles of lohn, and the Book of Revelation. Older Christian tradition states that
wrote all of these; however, this has been increasingly chalienged throughout hig
that Revelation was more likely to have been written by John Patmos and that t
product of a number of authors within the general lohannine community. '

The Historical Sources of John

Finally, let’s have a guick look again at John's relationship 1o the Synoptics. For on
our studies is whether John was aware of the Synoptic Gospels while composing h
number of common events and episodes with the other Gospels such as the feedii
water miracles, which display elements, structure and motifs sinilar to Mark 6:30{
narrative of the passion. Yet, this does not necessari i John directly use,.;

rann in 1941 suggested thatf
: noptic Gospels that contained accoury
of independent sourcing have been proposed th
with theol taymond Brown also suggesting that John does not hay
Luke. Non many theologians now do not argue that lohn was complete
of the Synoptics, rather the author may simply have had an awareness of or par

Signs Gospel’, a separate w
and the passi et

The other question we should consider is what other sources might have influen
thought that lohn was Hellenistic in origin, due to the perceived animosity to th
being indicative of a community separated from Jewish tradition and culture. Ho
from the Old Testament, and the narratives in the Gospel often echo elements o
Furthermore, the discovery of the Qumran suggests that John may have drawn ¢
century lewish tradition. For instance, the prologue may have as much in comm
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wisdom {Sophia) as Greek philosophy, and the possible influence of later Gnostit
overstated. As such, there is still great debate as to how much the Gospel of ioh
various elements of Jewish and Greek tradition.

Discussion Activity:
Do you think that John was writing his Gospel for o particulor Johannine commun
reductive and misleading? Discuss in pairs or small groups.

The Religious and Political Conflicts during Jesus’ Ministry

With that overview of some of the key scholarly debates s
the background to the trial and death of Jesus. For it

nding lohn, we ¢
m both the histos

tradatnon a
portrayal is ¥ iy fair. From the historical records we have, it is clear that t
adherence to Mosalc Law and the rites and services of the Temple {although the
in many other ways).

The other prominent group in the Synoptics is the Sadducees. Thase differed in
in the way they interpreted the Law but, in the Gospels, they are usually portray
opposing lesus’ teachings. By the end of the Synoptics, the opposition of these g
Jewish authorities, with the chief priests, elders of the people, the Sanhedrin a
plotting to arrest Jesus and kill him. Of course, these plots eventually come to fr
handing lesus over to Pilate and pressuring him to execute him. Thus, the crucifi

and agrees to the demands of the lewish authorities. ‘

This is a brief summary of course, but what is clear throughout the Synopticsis t
ministry are often confined to the lewish authorities. Qecasionally, there are ins
respond 1o his teachings, but certainly these crowds do not appear to exert a sig
arrest, even if they seem o remain silent about his eventual execution. Simiiariy§
in the Gospe! of Luke about the political and social radicalism of Jesus’ message, &
political conflicts associated with his ministry, Where scholars such as Dominic C
conflict in the Gospels is either in the implications of Jesus’ teachings within the ¢
century judea or through extrapolations of certain passages that seem 1o hint at%
figure than previously thought. f

For example, in his 1991 book The Historical Jesus: The Life of o Mediterranean § :
that Jesus’ radical free teachings and healings directly confligtad with the hierar
religion and Roman authoritarianism. When Jesus’ lif igainst this backgr
that his ministry would not have come undey s the Roman authorities
were looking to crush any lewish lewish rebellion that might ncc
work God and Empire: Jesy “t Then and Now, Crossan argues that £
"tt@vely treasoncus against the Roman emperor,
s, then it was inevitable that Roman backiash would e

of God’ by

However, just because we can draw associations between the political climate of
radical elerments of Jesus’ teaching doesn't mean that there was necessarily a poli
it may well be that Jesus accidentally fell foul of the political authorities despite be:
religious authorities. Yet, there is something to suggest that Crossan might be ont
was sentenced to death by a Roman authority, Pontius Pilate. While in the Synopt
reluctant to sentence fesus to death, arguing that he has committed no real crime
complicated. There is a potential case to be made that Pilate himself was ultimate
this possibility we shall explore in more detail as we progress throughout this sect
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Conflicts in the Gospel of John

Far the moment, however, it is first important to talk a bit about conflicts in the
particular, the religious and political conflict is particularly pronounced. For a sta
the trial of fesus, both by the high priest and later Pontius Pilate, and the narrati
condemn lesus to death is much more personal than the Synoptics. At the same
between lesus throughout John with a group simply referred to as the Jews'. W
crowds to varying degrees often respond to Jesus’ message {though not always i
greater mix of conflicts in John between Jesus, the crowds, the Jews, the religiou
political authorities. Yet, it is the figure of the Jews that has often drawn the mo
suggesting anti-Semitic overtones in John as a whole,

eologicaliy not a
hroughout his Gospe
for both a Jewish and Gentile a
‘ntistians at the time of John's writing,
This at least partially explains why the term
nt other religious authorities such as the Pharisees.

But the term ‘Jews’ cannot be taken too literally h
regularly employing Old Testament and Jew
teachings and sermons that are cle
reflects is the changing idens
much later da
often diffe

So, we have three different guestions emerging from this initial summary, The firs
political conflict serves as a way to bring out different teachings by Jesus througho
second asks how narratively the conflict is portrayed in John and who is given blan
how the religious and political conflicts in John potentially represent historical con
within the Johannine community at the time of fohn's compaosition, The first ques
Jesus’ teachings, such as the 1 am’ sayings or the Signs, and won't be covered as e
look at the second and third guestions in considerably more detall, analysing who
lesus’ death and the reasons why he both historically and narratively had to die w

Jesus and His Enemies

The theologian Alan Culpepper exiensively studied conflicts in the Gospel of foh
theology of the Gospel. But one initial and important observation he made, whic
that for much of John the conflict is primarily fuelled by the Jews and the Pharis
and identity of Jesus Christ, The moments in which lesus self-discloses his identi
groups guestioning the nature and authority of Jesus, such as in John 5:16-47 af
what is important also is that his opponents here {as compared to the Synoptics
Jesus” words. They recognised he was identifying himself as being divine and hay
God. As such their unbelief is contrasted with the belief of the reader and forms
continues throughout the Gospel. :

In essence, therefore, one basic narrative function of the conflict in lohn is very sir§
discussion around Jesus’ identity, allows John to devel A
characters, both supportive and antagonistic, the
other basic narrative function of the 4
Throughout fohn, there is a fairly

Jesus makes more and

claim that the ‘Word
S its ability to progress the p
ation of tension between Jesus and h
i< proclamations about his identity and perfor:

For examp hapter 5 it is simply stated that the lews are beginning tg
they are trying 1o stone him and by Chapter 11, shortly before the beginning crfté
starting to piot to kill Jesus. But the plot in John also takes a number of interestin
For instance, in lohn 11:45-57, it is stated that the Sanhedrin belisved Jesus had
between the Jewish people and Roman authorities. For if Jesus had continued to
a political revolution may have occurred among the lewish people, leading the R
them and cause unnecessary deaths, The fact that this very event happenad wit
Jerusalem in 70 CE suggests that this plot point is potentially not far from reality.
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Therefare, it is important to consider these plot points not just as authorial editi
historical facts embedded into the Gospel narrative. This argument is reinforced
the passion in fohn to be one of the more historically reliable parts of his Gospel
Synoptics. The extra detail in the trial and execution of Jesus thus may well be th
unavailable to the other Gospel writers. Yet, if we accept this to be the case, the
seems to place most of the blame for Jesus’ death at the hands of the religious a
aimost sympathetic figure who is forced into crdering the crucifikion against his
face value here, or are there other reasans to suspect Pilate is not so innocent in

The Pharisees and Donflict in Jobn

Ellis Rivkin is a New Testament scholar well known for argui
despite appearances in John, it is not actually the ) ities
who are truly responsibie for fesus’ crucifixi
case? Well, first we have to take a
religious authorities in fohn
they are often

gid, inflexible figures wholly
concerned nd not real theological matters. Moreover,
this picture 3 ®ar to the one in the Synoptics. But what Rivkin
argues is that this picture hasn't been readily challenged enough by
New Testament scholars who have accepted the Gospel accounts of
the Pharisees at face value,

In contrast to this picture, Rivkin contends that the historical
evidence suggests that the Pharisees were not grossly concerned
with strict maintenance of priestly aspects of the Law. Rather they
stressed the correct religious life to be one which sought salvation
in personal commitment to the general aspects of Law within a
synagogue environment. This does not mean that they were
completely beholden to the rules and regulations of this
environment, though. Instead, they often sought reform 1o the Law,
but through proper legislation and organisation. Rivkin thus
identifies the real conflict in John as lying in Jesus’ claim to utmost authority, the
and could change it as he saw fit. The Pharisees, being committed 1o a more stry
naturally reluctant to accept this claim coming from what they perceived to be a

if we accept Rivkin's claims, then the conflicts in John become a bit more historica
anticipated. For it suggests that the Pharisees were not idle opponents of lesus bu
Jesus claiming authority over the Law. For example, the conflict over the adulterg
Chapter & in lohn perhaps exposes these kinds of divisions, and the Pharisess’ pro
not seem to want to engage them in serious discussicon ab sform of the Law,

olem in the author helghtemng aspec‘m of rehgsous conf
depiction But how does this relate 1o the other figures of religious conf
been misrepresented, how should we analyse the Jews, or even the Sanhedrin? |
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The Jews and Conflict in John

We've noted that the term ‘lews’ is already a bit problematic in lohn, but we h
detail. The lews first and foremost can be contrasted with the Pharisees. Typic
guite a bit more authority than the lews, and as Culpepper notes, often emerg
Jews. As such, the lews typically don't invite the same level of hostility as the P
most pronounced appearances earlier in the Gospels. They are sent to question §
while in other passages, such as lohn 7:32 or 7:48, they are connected but disting
However, Culpepper contends that from John 9 onwards, they largely cease to
with the other religious authorities as the plot progresses.

Regardless, more than any other source of opposition, it is th
term is used 70 times throughout the Gospell Yet,
group. In fact, the scholar Urban von Wahlde as
racial connotations, instead just be
noting that apart from twi
another kind afcro :
while speci

7

rs don't typicall

Altogether, it becomas possible to trace growing levels of authority, hostility and 4
groups john identifies throughout his Gospel, beginning with the crowds, foliowen
finally the high priests. it is also notable that as the plot progresses the focus tums§
who are plotting to kill Jesus and there becomes less focus on the Jews. In some s&
theological, allowing John to explore the different ways individuals responded to
important narratively. The development of Jesus’ ministry attracts hostility from
and these levels are the ones who at least partially orchestrate the trial and cruci

Discussion Activity:
Which group do you believe persecutes Jesus the most throughout the Fourth G
small groups.

The Role of the High Priests and the Sanhedrin in John

We've talked a bit about how the conflicts in John escalate throughout the Gos
greater religious authorities as the plot progresses. The culmination of this con
the high priests who conduct Jesus’ trial, and the latter begins plotting to kill le
However, the Sanhedrin are only introduced once by name at the same time €
the Synoptics, they do not reappear 1o conduct lesus’ trial. Rather, in John 18:2
brought to Calaphas, and then in fohn 18:28, it is stated he was brought from C
exactly why this is missing, but some have speculated that Jlohn may have rega
unreliable considering the trial primarily derived fror s not conform
trials the Sanhedrin carried out at the txme i Jesus simply has a
dialogue with Annas.

This is flipped incom Synoptics, where the theologically intens
conducted; trin or hlgh priests, not with Pilate. Naturally, this ca
isn’t it thes 1us authorities who have been persecuting lesus throughout
responsible for bringing him in front of Pilate? in fact, throughout iohn, Caiaph
death in order to bring political favour and peace for them. Despite taking issue
the reasons presented for lesus’ death often seem more political than theologi
Pilate, the religious authorities seem to ignore their commitments to the Jewis

reason possible Pilate should have to crucify Jesus.

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 51 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




In an important sense, John wants to show the resolve and dignity of Jesus inco
lewish leaders who are willing to abandon all their principles 1o ensure Jesus’ de
there is a climax of the belief/unbelief theme that Culpepper identifies as being
aspects of the conflict throughout John, If we take Culpepper’s side, we are, the
religious authorities are the ones primarily responsible for Jesus’ death. 1t is thai
any political avenue 10 secure his death and is they who bring Jesus before Pilat
the Gospel how this conflict has evolved and the increasing frustration the religi
preaches his divinity and authority in the face of their failing attempts to discred

As part of this, though, we have to explore the mare detailed dimensions of this
matures across lohn’s Gospel. For as we noted, although the same conflict is pre
more pronounced in fohn, and we are left with a dilernma t how much of it
theological discourse and just how much it may h :
guick look at what is known as the two-lev :
conflict which drive the plot in John e

> analysing in more de

d towards lesus”

Twn-level Neg

We've notey ke how Culpepper looks primarily towards the religious author
But Cuipepper s interpretative approach needs to be cutlined a bit more when
Culpepper favours what can be called a narrative-critical approach to John, whi

approach we analysed in 4.1. This means looking at lohn as if it were a piece of |
conflict, examining how it is structured in order to reveal the overall theological

Gospel. In this sense, Culpepper is not wholly concerned with the historicity of ]

lohn's Gospel isn't to convey specific historical events but to trace the outline of
give context to his divine nature,

This summary of course doesn’t fully capture the nuances of Culpepper’s approa
recognise when iooking at his claims. The late authorship of lohn means that it

traditions and documents already circulated among Christian communities. The

well have had to be personal to a particular community or event within the early
purpose of lohn may be understandably very different from the Synoptics. At th

gives us reason to question the historicity of John, as Rivkin does, and think abo

Gospel really reflects the conflicts that existed in Jesus’ life.

These issues particularly arise when we consider John to be what has been calle
that John was not only written for a broad narrative and theological purpose, bu
where the drama in the Gospal reflects the drama that existed in the Iochannine
have been a strong focus of modern Johannine studies, popularised in particular
Martyn, and there are key pieces of textual evidence to support such a view on |
where the blind man’s parents are scared of being ‘put cut of the synagogue’ (N
acknowladging lesus to be the Messiah, a fate that later the biind man hi

were the C eriy forming a breakaway religion. Thus, later Gospels suc§

kinds of co t would have amerged from such a split through narrative pa
identified with. Cf course, being in the present era, we don't have full access o th

potential passages so we can only guess by looking at their form, style and place xr

But should we be a bit more cautious when examining the Gospel in this way? it :
project meaning where there is none, and scholars such as Gail O’Day have critic
too heavily on the perceived two-level drama throughout the Gospel. Jesus ends

different religious groups, not just one, and it may be that the overall arc of Jesu

its secondary meaning to the Iohannine community. Moreover, how do we unde

where lohn does appear more historical, such as the passion narrative?
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Despite such problems, it is useful to consider these broader issues when analys
and the religious authorities in John. While they exist in the same manner across
different approaches to considering the unique elements of John. We might ado
focusing on fohn as a broad narrative, or Rivkin’s more historical approach. We

conflict is heightened because of potential tensions in early Christian communiti
these approaches might have some merit, and the question of why lesus dies in

conclusive answer! :

The First Battle ~ The Clearing of the Temple

With that in mind, let’s think about the first major piece of conflict in lohn. This 4:\‘
John 2:15-25, compared to the Synoptics, in which these s occur much late
it seems to suggest that lohn wants to fire forward ma between Jest:
guickly as possible, or at least give an mmal train in motion. But
quate ahasmrncai not the least bec 5 ests that lesus visited lerusaleny

Yet at hea eimains the same as in the Synoptics. The
temple cleas kely to have occurred in the outer Court of the
Gentiles in the Temple where people would have been able to
exchange currency, purchase animals for sacrifice and perhaps
perform a variety of other mercantile endeavours. 5o, when Jesus
shouts ‘Stop turning my Father’'s house into a market” {NiV}, his anger
matches what could have been a real historical problem in the Temple,
Yet, the clearest reason for the clearing in John appears in the next set
of passages where the Tempie authorities confront Jesus and guestion
his own authority for throwing the money changers out of the court.

Moreover, we encounter the routine ignorance and confusion of these
authorities that we will come to see again and again throughout lohn.
When Jesus speaks of the Temple being raised in three days, they do
not realise Jesus is talking about the resurrection, not the physical
Temple itself. Thus, in this short passage, we see the two sides emerge
in the conflict. lesus is the voice of God and reveiation, who recognises
the path of his life and what is to come. On the other side, we have the
religious authorities, who are ignorant about Jesus’ divinity and the 3
demands of their own faith. it has often been claimed by scholars that John's ing
historical revisionism but something closer to what Culpepper argues, that it set
themes of his Gospel from the cutset and charts the reasaons for the religious au
charges of blasphemy to the threat to their power. :

The Second Battle - Conflicts over Jesus’ idﬁanﬁ“ COPYRIGHT

After this initial confiict, Culpepper poin rest of the conflicts in the? PROTECTED
uniform structure. Typically, thiz

1.

2
3. lesusei es on his actions, nature and purpose.
4

The lews/Pharisees respond with disbelief and hostility.

We've seen this formula in action aiready in the ciearing of the Temple, although
teaching or miracle. Yet it shows that in some important sense the drama in Joh
literary structure is unlikely to be mirrored in actual historical events. Instead, w
upon basic conflicts in Jesus’ ministry to develop a broader theology and narrati
we don't have to discard lohn for being completely ahistorical but rather have t¢
reflects the broader arc of Jesus’ life and the beliefs of the author.
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This rmeans that the conflicts in John may well have existed histarically, but we |
how they occurred, either because the author did not have good sources or mor
theological concern. But in this section we will take a look at this latter idea by e
often revoive arcund fesus’ authority and his relationship to the Law and other i
as the Sabbath. As always, we will be drawing on anthology passages at times, a
them with a close eye to get a deeper sense of how this drama works in practice

John 5 and the Sabhath

But for the moment let’s consider John 5, particularly lohn 5:16-47. Here, the re
lews begins, with Jesus healing an invalid during the Sabbath at the beginning of
stated that the lewish leaders ‘began to persecute him’ {N Jje to them percej
Sabbath. lesus’ response, which refers to God as his 551"t do much o
instead they try to attack and kil him for ‘m ual with God’. This f

the key plot points and themes that s ghout the rest of the conflicts i

unielief of the lewish crowd sraposed authority over the Law. Z

However, specific emphasis on Jesus’ power being part of a contin
trying to sug Bsus surpasses God or the prophets, since at the end of the pa
do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what [ say? {(NIV]. S
opponents cannot understand his teachings and nature is not because he is goin
instead because they do not truly understand the dimensions of their own faith.
amongst the Synoptics, particularly Matthew, where you see Jesus express simil
Sermaon on the Mount. There lesus, like in John, is expressing continuity with fe
it is only in the minds of his opponents that he is contravening the Law.

The Hour Has Not Vet Come

These themes continue into john 7, 8 and 9 in different guises as the hostility be
authorities ramps up. Yet, what emerges is not the strength of Jesus’ opponents
foretelling the time of his death. tn John 7:30 it is said ‘they tried to seize him, bt
because his hour had not yet come’. it is hard not to see the strangeness of this
or attack lesus could they not just physically do 7 Later on in the chapter, Nico
reason, tatking the Pharisees out of arresting Jesus since it would be breaking th
time for lesus to die continues in John 8 where the Pharisees try to stone Jesus,
death again.

But throughout these passages the confiict also develops, with the reasons for t :
clearer. Nicodemus in Chapter 7 highlights what the reader is perhaps feeling as
opposition of the religious authorities to Jesus is not really predicated on his trar§
are also willing to transgress the Law to attack him! What it reveals is that persog
motivate Jesus’ opponents most of all. Atthe same ti ands in tension \!\
necessary salvation history. Jesus is destined ta d tictilar time, but whyl
comical in thelr attempts to arrest hi : e the narrative dictates ﬂ"

does not talk about them. This in one sense can lend ammo to Rivkin's argumen
authorities are ultimately very misrepresented. They perhaps only exist for John
pictura of lesus’ life and death, and in real life their opposition to his ministry ca
dimensional as his Gospel suggests. Yet by Chapter 11, we begin to real find real

death was demanded by the religious authorities. ;
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The key passage, John 11:45-57, occurs after the seventh and final sign in the Boo
batween this book and the first part of the Book of Glory, which deals with lesus’
eventual trial, crucifixion and resurrection. Here we see a meeting of the Sanhedri
in real life, this would have consisted of 70 men along with the high priest {Caiaph
Moses {see Numbers 11:16-30)}. John's depiction is partly realistic in the sense tha
been responsible for ruie in Judea and actively looked for particular breaches in M
be the Messiah}. They did possess wide-ranging powers but at the same time they,
the Imperial Roman rulers, who ultimately were responsible for political law acros

Thus, the Sanhedrin were taken seriously in Judea but were limited in their power
chief priests in seeking the arrest of Jesus make sense. They wish to aveid an unne

be punished but ultimately should die, a sen
authorities. it is within this interventio

first half of the Gospel. As we shall see later, once Jesus’ arrest has been perforn
religious authorities only properly emerge once Pilate talks to Jesus and qusstio
as we shall see, they end up claiming that they unequivocally support Caesar an
crime against Caesar himself. In a sense this matches the kind of hypocrisy the v
throughout John, but it also marks the greatest low for their characters as they
own religion and country just to see Jesus die.

But the big guestion is whether it is the religious authorities who are ultimately
Throughout the Bogok of Signs they present a laundry Hst of crimes that lesus ha
revolve around his contravention of the Law of Moses. Yet, there are plenty of ¢
On the religious side, Jesus is also accused of blasghemy, of claiming false autho
These issues certainly exist to some extent in the other Gospels, but often there
either Jesus claiming he is the Messiah or, like lohn, teachings that are misunde

But the other key conflicts that emerge centre around the threat to power Jesus
Essentially, Jesus is claiming authority over the Sanhedrin, and as the Sanhedrin
Judea, this results in a number of political and social issues. if people listen to Je
then they can no longer effectively rule. At the same time, if Jesus provokes are
aisc likely to be the religious authorities that are most punished. So, the Sanhed
their worldly survival. Trying to see Jesus killed is a matter of political expedienc
thelr myriad of personal problems disappear!

QOverall, there is a strong narrative case 1o be made withi
caused Jesus’ death. Yet we have also seen at times 1
Jesus is a bit one-dimensional and even cartogi
never faces any real repercussions b Ge

Joba that the religiou
tagonism betwee
aces hostility from the
upposead to die at those po
, another sense, it can be seen to unde

2y really 50 opposed to Jesus or does John j
& think about the possibility also of a two-level dra
o be the true villains to appeal to his community during a t

religious a
Christian Ch

These are all possibilities, but we have missed out one key element so far: Pontig
authorities. If it wasn’t entirely the religious authorities, then what role do these
might they have had to kill Jesus? This will be the focus of our section. f

Discussion Activity:
How much do you think the religious authorities coniributed to the death of Jesusﬁéﬁ
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The Role of the Political Authorities

in fohn, the presence of the Roman authorities is primarily represented by Ponti
of ludea during the ministry and crucifixion of lesus. What is generaily odd thou
and especially in lohn, Pilate is presented as somewhat of a sympathetic figure,
Jesus to death. We sze this in lchn 18:28-40 where lesus is questioned by Pilate;
him by the religious authorities. During this dizlogue Piiate seems measured am:ﬁ
bit of a surprise when you look at the history of Roman occupation of Judea, whis
and violence.

But could Pilate have been an oasis of calm among these rising tensions? if the G
ves, but we don’t know much about Pilates’ Hife or rule, an few historians w
Tacitus and losephus, generally present him as bei
recorded by fosephus that Pilate did much t
of the region, often acting in ways
when the religious authoritic
Jesus’ death.

The basic pi onsider, though, is that even if throughout John the religious
pushing for the death, does this effectively exonerate Pontius Pilate? If we acce
then maybe so. But if we evaluate other historical evidence then our response m
First, though, we should take a look at the account of lesus’ trial and sentencing

The Trial of Jesus in John

We've noted before that a curious element of John is the absence of a trial by the
guestioned by the high priest, who asks what he had been teaching his followers.
flippantly, noting that the question is pointless when the high priest already knows
here is that this guestioning is just for show, since the high priest has no real auth '
Jesus, and the trial {led by Annas at this point) is somewhat flawed. There are no o
presentation of evidence against Jesus, the accused. They are effectively asking hi

After this point at John 18:24, Jesus is sent to Caiaphas the high priest, but no de
instead, fohn focuses on the second and third denials of Peter and simply says &
before Calaphas ‘ended in the early hours of the morning’. Yet, in the Synoptics |
passion narrative. This is the biggest deviation for John, who instead turns towa
which the religious authorities are notably absent because going inside ‘would d
cbsession with the Law trumps any personal integrity they might have during th

But here we see the issue the religious authorities face in full swing. They claim t
but they can’t list any particular crime he has committed that contravenss Roma
they wish to uphold. As such, they try to claim that Je ng himself the 'K
a very cbvious political connotation in threatenin wule. But Pilate perha
and when qguestioning lesus gets no firmy 7 him about the truth of thi
he is not laying claim to the king ing earthly, but instead his authorit
warld” (NIV}. So, Pilat ind. He even asks the religious authorities
him as per g i dssover, where ane prisoner is released each year.
authorities o release Barabbas, who lohn explicitly notes Is a revoluti

This is of course a bit ironic when the religious leaders are accusing Jesus effecti
However, Pilate eventually relents and sentences Jesus to pe crucified at the he
there are numerous times where Pilate stresses that he has found Jesus not guil
bloodthirsty religious authorities who are demanding his death (see John 19:4 a
seems to get frightened by the situation, asking Jesus at john 19:10 why he is no
at 19:12 trying to release him personally. it is not until John 19:15, when the pri
acting on behalf of Caesar, that Pilate relents and hands Jesus over to be crucifie
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The Role of Pilate in the Death of Jesus

it is difficult to historically assess Pilate’s role in the death of lesus
whan all we have as sources are the Gospels. Yet, if we take John at
face value, then Pilate almost seems like the voice of reason against the
religious authorities. He doesn’t want to kill an innocent man, yet his
hand is forced by the priests, who are hell-bent on seeing Jesus
crucified. However, this picture is a bit more complex in John than we
might initially think. Pilate might he guilty of the same kind of politically
expedient thinking that the religious authorities show throughout John.
in a nutsheli, Pilate might not have wanted to kill Jesus simply because
this would have meant he was deferring to the authority o priests,
rather than acting of his own volition. As ruler, he simy want to
kill anyone the priests brought before him!

As Leon Morris and other sch
still implicates Bilats

peinted out, such a decision
ate can be seen to just be politically
reluctant t rist on political grounds. If he defers to the
prigsts, ther ecoming subordinate to the Jewish authorities. On
the other hand, if he chooses not to execute lesus, he is potentially
letting a religious and political radical free with no repercussions. This
could invoke further violence and rebellion from a crowd that clearly
still has revolutionary sympathies with their request to release
Barablbas instead of jesus. Thus, Pilate is not truly innocent, just
preaccupied with political affairs and ignorant to the wider truth lesus
is trying to bring 1o the world. if we take this view, then Pilate and the
religious authorities are equally responsible for the death of lesus.
Pilate couid have easily saved Jesus’ life, but in effect was too self-serving or cow

Assessing the Real Guilt of Pilate

This reight seem to be a good conclusion to take, but let’s think a little more abo
have. We've noted that the Roman authorities weren’t exactly peaceful rulers a
have been aware of this, writing his Gospel after the siege and sacking of Jerusal
not hundreds of thousands of people died as a result of war, famine and enslave
figure at a very unrealistic 1.1 million deaths). The tensions and violence which |
grew throughout the first century cg. Would it really be the case that Pilate wouls
death of someons accused of revolutionary activity?

Rivkin argues not. He holds that the trial of Jesus does not involve Pilate trying t '
but rather just seeking a quick end to a process which he cares little for. Thus, th
the "King of the Jews’ upon lesus is just an easy way t esus of treason. |
that prevents this easy charge from sticking. But plenty of other reasorn
figure. His seeming popularity amon sople would have been enoy

Mareover, think back a moment to the hierarchy of power in judea. We noted th
have the power 1o execute Jesus. Only the Roman authorities did, and it’s their ¢
results in jesus’ trial. Yet, if Pilate didn’'t want to lose face in front of the priests,
view Pilate’s questioning of lesus in the same manner as the show trial conducte
It's just an excuse to try to execute lesus as quickly as possible for whatever reas
Pilate asks Jesus why he does not want to be saved, he may just be hurt since Jeg
Thus, Pilate’s pride is on show during lohn 18, not any sort of compassion. Z
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But aitogether, the historical circumstances of the Roman occupation of ludea s
There are plenty of reasons to think Jesus would have been seen as a threat by t
they were the only ones with the power o sentence Jesus 1o death, we might w
claim Pilate was whoily respansibie for the death. in the final section, we shall cc
theological angle than fohn. 5

Discussion Activity: :
Do you think Pilate should be held responsible for the death of Jesus? Or are the
be innocent? Discuss in pairs or small groups.

Who was Responsible for the Death of Jesus?

s within fonhn, but th
s’ death? We've broadly analys
f Culpepper, who analyses the conflict
m this work, we can note that across all the
ous authorities had a significant role in securing the deg
confiict as a ¥ tool to give context to Jesus’ ethical and Christological teach%
John's detailed discussion of Pilate gives reason to partially recuse him of respon
may be that he was between a rock and a hard place in having to grant the religig

We've gone guite in-depth inte a ot of the
remaining: who actually was respongd
this matter. The first dr
looks at their narrativi

Beyond narrative criticism, there may also be a basic historical case for this view
Christianity eventually spiit from judaism, and the textual evidence to support s
and the religious authorities of the time as suggesting that they did play some ro
and pressing for his crucifixion. Moreover, we can note that the Sanhedrin, thou
to condemn someone to death, would have had the means and ability to bring &
try him for transgressions of the Law. Simply put, it is far from inconceivable that
persecuted by his own community for his more radical teachings.

The trouble is, though, we can’t really verify any of this histaricaily. All we’ve got
presented in the Gospels and our historical knowledge of religious authorities at
former, we might note that by the time the Gospels were being written, Christia
themselves as a new sect or religion, and they may have even been persecuted b
means there might have been authorial reasons for Mark and the other Gospel v
between Jesus and the religious authorities over Jesus and the political authoriti
imagine the Gospel authors to be politically or religiously motivated, but this ma
of broader conflicts between early Christians and Jews.

Moreover, we can think of Rivkin’s more nuanced analysis of the Pharisees and
depiction in the Gospels is clearly one-sided and one-dimensional, especially in |
have some evidence that the Gospel authors might not h Feen entirely impa
conflicts in Jesus” ministry. This isn’t to say there was Cous conflict, but it
the Gospel authors. Moreover, the depictiong & Gospels doesn’t exa
knowledge of the figure. The crucifi ould have potentially been an
decision for a Roman gover ‘ op lewish rebellion, so his indecision
st reference given to Jesus by a non-Christian
referencing any religious conflict.

was killed

Thus, it seeni®wrong to fully exculpate Pilate of responsibility for lesus” death. |
the religious authorities wanted to condernn Jesus to death, they would have si
in the first half of John. So, why, if they had him already captured and had found
him over 1o the Romans, knowing there’s a chance Pilate might not agree 1o his
of issues with the Gospel narratives which mean we might lend a sceptical eye t
death of fesus on the religious authorities alone. At the same time, we can be eq
views which lay the blame squarely at the feet of Pilate. There is evidence for bo
perspectives appears to be conclusive. Yet, the reality may also be that Jesus’ de
social and political forces we might never be quite fully aware of.
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Quick Quiz

What is the name of the high priest who plots to kill lesus in John?
What is the catch-all term lohn gives to religious opponents of Jesus?
Who reluctantly condemns Jesus to death by crucifixion in fohn?
What title is Jesus given blame for during his arrest and trial? :
During what event in John does Jesus show his opposition to lewish trad

What scholar uses narrative criticism o analyse relig)

What scholar uses historical criticismin e

holarly prejudiceé
other first-century Jewish groun

What is the name fog ncil of high priests and elders?

s confiict in John;é;;;

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 59 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




What vou will learn in this section:

The different crucifixion and resurrection narratives throughout the Gospel of L
¢ important crucifixion themes of Old Testament symbolism, prophecy fulfil
forgiveness, salvation history, and the religious significance of these for first
e  The continuation of these themes in the resurrection narratives, and analys;
discipleship and ecclesiology during the resurrecti rances.
&  The nuances of the crucifixion and resurrect n Luke, with 3 fo
divergence from the other Synopt

Revisit yor
for a mes:
inform yo

prophecy and the Messich. What were the expect
: they have expecied one who would hove died? Make
ies as you prograss throughout this sechion,

Mome lan Howard Marshall
Born 1934
Died 2015
Key text Luke: Historian ond Theologion (1970)
Marshall was o well-regarded theologian whose work inn the
Why are they century focused extensively on the Mew Tastament. He is kno
important? us o historian against excessive redaction criticism, which oft
obsessed with rewriting traditional escharology and ethics w

Mame Frank Matera
Born 1942
Died N/A

Passion Narratives ond Gospel Theologies: Inferpreting the Sy

Key text .y \
ey ex Stories {1986)
A well-known biblical scholar who has written extensively on t
Why are they . . , .
. o Luke: focuses on his use and reinterpretation of Matthew agai
nportant?

and Gentiles.

ion. Both play a different role in Christian
Red. in Christian tradition, fesus’ death was not acdi
for God’s s: of humankind, The crucifikion of Jesus is necessary in order
and the resurtection represents at its most abstract a victory over death and th
individuals who might have praviously been condemned.

Gospels, the crucifixi
both are al

But how exactly are these events represented in the Gospels? Is there a straigh
of each text to this tradition or are there subtieties and complexities lying bene
these guestions by looking at the crucifixion and resurrection in Luke, a Gospel
meaning of Luke’s crucifixion and its connection to the resurrection. For what

atonement is practically a non-existent theme in Luke. This lack of focus on the
has led New Testament scholars to argue that the death of Jesus, although brin
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redemption, iacks a particular soteriological emphasis present in the other three
simply held to be part of the divine plan before the resurrection; a particular for
innocent martyr; a demonstration of discipleship; or a mix of all these various re

it is worth keeping these themes in your mind as you read through the crucifixio
ghib, it is not even unfair to argue that Luke doesn’t really care about the theolog
it is a valid case to argue that Luke might have seen it merely as a necessary step
event of the resurrection. Whatever your beliefs, though, it is key to analyse the
within Luke’s focus on repentance and redemption, and these concepis inthe ¢
history outlined through his Gospel. We will briefly look at these ideas before go
what meanings we might draw from it.

{uke, Atonement and Salvation

logians to not only identify the
& it a specific structure and interpretatio
ion history in Luke, starting with creation, p
arch and Parousia at the end, Naturally, it is this latter pa
is salvation history you will have aiready studied, from the bir
the Gospei to the eschatological teachings of Jesus during his ministry. In each, y
focus on the importance of repentance, but the meaning of this repentance in a
arrival marks the coming Kingdom of God and a transformation in spiritual affair
God’s act of creation, :

Hans Conzelmann was one of the fi
salvation history in Luke, b
interpreted to b,

However, rather interestingly, Conzelmann regards Luke o be quite down to eart

history. He argues there is none of the passion ‘mysticism’ present in the other Go
nor of the atoning importance of Jesus’ death that is given by Paul in his letters. R
detailed as a necessity in accordance with a divine plan and as written in scripture;
consider that Luke was written relatively late as a Gospel compared to say Mark. W
as Christian history progresses into the later part of the first century, but we mighﬁ
against the perception of the author of Luke as a ‘historian’. Simply put, we should
professed historian prioritises salvation history as a major theme of his Gospel ave

But Conzelmann’s argument is mare than just conceptual. He makes a number o
omissions and additions Luke makes within his Gospel that show Luke’s focus on
matters. For instance, he notes the following:

1. Luke omits Mark 10:45, which states ‘For even the Son of Man did not com
1o give his life as a ransom for many.” (NIV}. This passage is included in Matt
death, but also the importance of it. By redacting this passage, scholars hav
the atoning aspects of lesus’ death.

2. The death throughout the final two chapters ¢f
resurrection appearances, lesus descritd
is the resurrection that is the g
his death truly signifi

sary, but does not accg
of lesus’ divinity, authority, ang
kpected to be dwelt upon more. ‘

identify lesus as similar to the suffering servant in |
esus in 22:37, which echoes Isaiah 53:12. However, Conzelm
‘as a part of the fuifilment narrative in Luke and leaves out the a
particularly the latter part of Isaiah 53:12, which states ‘For he bore the sin
included in Luke's account.

All these are instances where atonement theology is not only not considered, by
narratives. But if lesus” death is not for the purpose of atonement, then what pu
one option is to consider Jesus’ death as a kind of sad necessity. For example, th
Dibelius argues that Luke simply presents lesus to be an inngcent, suffering mar
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pop up during the actual crucifixion where lesus is repeatedly stated to be innoc
lesus still focusing on the importance of repentance and forgiveness. For examp

1. Throughout the passion narrative, Pilate proclaims fesus to be innocent thr
eventual crucifixion.

2. Attiuke 23:34, lesus calls for forgiveness for those persecuting and crucifyin
influences a criminal next to him to repent, who in turn also proclaims Jesu

3. After lesus dies, a centurion observing his death also proclaims his rightecuy
ance more {see Luke 23:47).

Ali these characteristics can be said to fit a picture of lesus
this portrayal fits with Old Testament prophecy,
the crucifixion and resurrection in Luke. But
analyse some key scriptural compe

n innocent marty
that has been a
ine the relevant cha

Discussia
Con you
narrativesy

f atonement mythology in Luke? Or is this absent from his
s in pairs or small groups.

The Drucifivion and Resurrection in the Gospel of Luke

One interesting aspect to note initially Is that, of all the Gospels, Luke hasthe lo
Compared to the Synoptics in particular, Luke really delves into each of the apps
return is a fulfiiment of both Old Testament scripture and his own prophesising
the only Gospel to provide a direct account of the ascension, which although ve
is surprisingly featured {ittie within the actual Gospels themselves. There are a n
the case {one example being the author himself running out of papyrus at the e
it is worth remembering that the author of Luke also wrote Acts, which picks up
after Jesus’ death.

Yet this tength only reinforces the slight strangeness of the treatment given to the
Luke, does not carry a strict theological significance, then why is so much detail gi
complax, but in short, we might Initially speculate on three possible factors. The fi
Luke acting as the good historian, recording as many details as possible about the
second is that there is some deeper theological significance 10 lesus’ death which
event itself, but the broader salvation history set out within the Gospel. The third
may carry detalls that were important to the community Luke was writing for. For
significant debate about the moral character of Jesus within first-century lewish a
Portraying Jesus as an innocent martyr may have been a defence of Jesus in light ¢

ig key aspects of e E

Keep in mind all of these possibilities as we wark ,\
§ n different ways to the aut

resurrection narratives in Luke., Allm
might well be prioritised over an

The death n Luke is portrayed as a rather protracted and cruel affair. Al
clamouring for his execution, with Luke 23:27 indicating there was a significant
death, there are plenty of people, such as the rulers {Luke 23:35) and the soldier
sneering at him. Yet despite this focus, the actual event does not dwell on the a
Compared to Mark, for example, there is very little sign of the human Jesus, and
often seems 10 be quite a passive figure. What we do get instead is an emphasis
martyrdom, plenty of final moral and eschatological teaching and a reaffirmatio
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Yet, there is some mystery to Jesus’ teaching here. For example, think for a mom;

For the time will come when vou will say, “Blessed are the childiess wome
bore and the breasts that never nursed!” Then

they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”

and to the hills, "Cover us!”

For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen whe
{Luke 23:29-31 NRSV]} :

Here, Jesus seems to be imagining where women will be glad to be childlessin i

particular meaning of the passage is a bit of a mystery. Ov it is likely that Je
what the fate of the guiity will be once he is gone ose who have tre
the saying is deeply eschatological in tone th of it is a bit puzzling
how to interpret it

However, the narrative is clearer in its meaning. The first
and insults 35us while he is being crucified. Above all, the emphasis is
While those? ¥ng him are trying to claim that Jesus cannot be the Messiah (¢
himseif}, the reader by this point is well aware of Jlesus” nature and recognises th
expiicitly spelled cut in Luke 23:34, where Jesus directly states about his persecu

they do not know what they are doing’. (NIV)

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said,
save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegarz:;;:
king of the Jews, save yourself.” 5

There was o written notice above him, which read: this is the King of the Jé:

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults ot him: "Aren’t you the
ust {Luke 23:35-39 NIV} ‘

This sets out a powerful contrast between Jesus and his persecutors, for it implie
precordained, but precisely because it was preordained, those persecuting him a
This ties in with the latter part of the crucifixion narrative, which is largely fucuse§
forgiveness and repentance as the criminal next to Jesus asserts not only Jesus’ i
for his crimes. lesus’ response here is telling, as he indicates that the criminal’s ry
own salvation, Z

But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don’t you fear God,” he said, ‘since vo
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds dese
nothing wrong.’ :

Then he said, Jesus, remember me when Bto your kingdom.”

Jesus answered him, Truly you will be with me in pamdiseé

Thus, the mo he crucifixion can be seen initially to assert the

of Jesus’ death in order to prove his status as the Messiah,
2. His innocence and martyrdom during the crucifixion. A
3. The importance of forgiveness and repentance, even during times of great s

These aspecis will prove important when we turn to the resurrection narrative 1
author largely spells out narrative details necessary to understand the resurrecti
Jesus’ body taken down from the cross by Joseph and lain in a tomb before the
this process is also witnessed by the women who came with lesus from Galilee 3
witness the empty tomb.
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Luke 24:1-57 ~ The Resurrection and Ascension

The account of the resurrection given in Luke is the longest of any of the Synop
are not present in Mark or Matthew. Yet, this doesn’t necessarily mean that Lu
historically accurate depiction of the resurrection, and there are a number of p
reconcile Luke's additions with the other Gospels.

Let's start at the beginning. We will revisit the first section when we discuss the
Luke begins with the women discovering that Jesus is no longer in the tomb wh
crucifixion. Moreover, an finding the tomb empty, they are suddenly greeted b
like lightning’ {NiV}. These can be understood to be angels when one looks at t
Matthew, but in addition the figures stress that Jesus foretolciof this event durirg
inclusion of a prophecy fulfilment passage is not yther Gospels an
concerned with this theme from the momeng jgs ction becomes appaﬁé:

ow he told you, while ke was stil
to the hands of sinners, be crucified ang

‘He is not here; he has ri

Yarious na d non-named women {'Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the me
with them’ {NIV}) then relay this information to the aposties, who search the tc
major appearance of Jesus then occurs during Luke 24:13-35 where he appears
Cleopas, who are downcast about the death of lesus and, despite the rumours
faith iy this event. As a result, Jesus berates them for not recognising his return
only when Jesus breals bread with them in the evening that they comprehend

He said to them, "How foolish vou are, and how slow to believe ol that th
not the Messioh have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” An
alf the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures
24:25-27 NRSV)

This appearance is wholly unigue to Luke and its historicity has been doubted,
appears to be an elaborate allegory for the problems of unbelief among lesus’
understocd the necessity of Jesus’ death in order that prophecy might be fulfili
kind of revelation that is stressed throughout Luke, both as part of his salvation
for repentance.

The final appearance doesn’t stray far from these themes either. The closest pa
Luke are still very different. Jesus shows himself to the eleven disciples after th
appearance, and he proves himself to be truly resurrected by getting them to t
bears the marks of his crucifixion. Onee more again, Jesus stresses that all this |
prophesising and that their minds should be open and understanding of what thy

He said to them, ‘This is what | told you Wh"’ with you: Everythiré

ond rise from the deod on the third doy, of
ilf be preached in his name to ofl nations, beginning ot

So, the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy is used as a way 10 wrap up the ovs
Jesus’ ministry. But Luke 24:47 also revaals another key aspect of the resurrect
This is unsurprising since the author of Luke is also the author of Acts, but it me
into the beginning of Acts, which deals with the beginning of the Christian Churc;
during Luke 24:50-52 and Is very truncated, saying that Jesus was simply “taken
behaviour of the discipies is also worth mentioning, as they return to Jerusalem &
commitment after the resurrection. :
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This chapter in many ways can be seen as an encapsulation of the disciples’ experi
They begin with unbelief, only hearing the words of lesus before realising his true
commitiing themselves to repentance in the process. it may also reflect the exper

community, who would have heard of fesus but not truly appreciated his divinity c
racognised his miraculous works, including the resurrection. in this sense, the fing
an encapsulation of Jesus’ fife throughout the Gospel but also of the meaning of th

early beliavers in Christ at the time of Luke’s composition. It is these issues to whi

The Meaning of the Crucifixion Narrative in Luke

Now we've performed a brief overview of major themes in Luke and examined
some of the key passages, we can now turnanddo ad
meaning of the different narratives surroundin
resurrection. A iot hinges not just on wh
themes we believe the autho :
throughout his Gospel.
there was
not seem t t'all on the atoning power of Jesus’ death. if thisis not a
major theme®rien what exactly is Luke trying to stress instead, and more
importantly, why?

x

One idea is that the passion in Luke was partly written as an apologetic, o
defence of the Christian faith in the face of critics. This is an intuitive idea to
hold because so many of the initial themes we've identified, such as the
innocent martyr picture of Jesus an the cross, his place in salvation history and
the fulfiiment of Old Testament prophecy, could arise as a kind of rebuttai to
non-Christians questioning the nature and importance of Jesus’ life. Yet, these
could aiso just be Luke's way of giving lesus’ life a different vision and

meaning, where we zoom out of particular theological problems to focus on les
humankind. If Luke is the historian he claims to be then this could also be perfec

At the same tirme, what Luke could also be doing is ensuring that his Gospel narrg
audiences as possible. We can say for certain that Jewish audiences would be ve;
life relates to Old Testament prophecy, but we can’t necessarily say the same fo
other hand, might be much more interestad in hearing how Jesus fits into a broa;}é;
whole, or how he can offer universal salvation for all human beings, not just thog
Luke might be trying to establish fesus’ credibility for as wide an audience as po&:e

anyene from any background could connect to.

It is worth keeping these ideas in mind as we progress through a number of key t“

R85

Well, there #en significant scholarly debate over this question, but there ar
Luke is likely to be drawing attention to. Al the same time, it is clear that Luke is
prophecy. Whereas Matthew is often very specific with references {which is con
most ‘lewish’ of all the Gospels), Luke instead makes a lot more general referend
and the Prophets’. This Is interesting, as it could well be Luke making sure this th

audiences as well. If the Old Testament references were too nuanced, they may

people’s heads!
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The Sulfering Servant

But let’s dig into some of the key passages that Luke might be drawing connectic§
reference Luke seems to be making with the crucifixion narrative is with saiah 53
the ‘suffering servant’ of God. These passages in the Old Testameant represent t
which is the last of four ‘songs’, or prophecies, Isaiah makes. Now, in Judaism, t
identified with the entire nation of Israel, but partly thanks to Luke, Christian tra
praphecy about Jesus and the trials he faces at the crucifixion. For instance, iet's§
verse that occurs just before the crucifixion narrative:

U is written: “And he was numbered with the transgressors”; and | tell yOL%
in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment. {Luke 22:37.

Therefore | will give him a portion among the
and he will divide the spoils with the s
because he poured out his lif
and was numbered wit ;
For he bare thess

ors.

8100 for the transgressors.” {Isaiah 53:21 NIV}

As you can see, Luke is drawing a direct allusion between the events about to un
of the suffering servant in Isaiah. However, it's an interesting allusion because in:
emphasis on the servant bearing the sins of many, as you can see in the final tw '
there aren’t many atonement themes in Luke. 5o, what exactly is Luke trying to

the two? :

This is a difficuit question, but it may be that Luke is just focusing on the image o
prophecy. The other aliernative is that Luke was aware of the atonement theme
instead chose to include it as allusion rather than directly focusing on it as a maj
this reference come full circle during the crucifixion. lesus is eriticised for being .
bearing this abuse with a fortitude only a true martyr can possass. So, at Luke 23
crucified him thereg, along with the criminals’, fewish audiences are certainly ver
fulfilling and potentially the kind of theslogy Luke is developing with his crucifid

The fulfiiment of this passage also is echoed at other points throughout the cruc
when Jesus intercedes and assures the repenting criminal that he will enter para
intercession for the transgressors next to him, fulfilling the final part of Isaiah’s
reference occurs when Luke talks about how they bury lesus in a rich man’s tont
another part of Isaiah 53, detailed below. Z

He was oppressed and afflicted,

vet he did not open his mouth;

he was led like o lamb to the slaughter,
and as g sheep before its shearers is silent,
s0 he did not open his mouth.
By oppression and judgme

away.

sted?
> fand of the living;

gned a grave with the wicked,

and with the rich in his deoth,

thaugh he had done no viglence,

nor was any deceit in his mouth. {isaiah 53:7-5 NIV}

It is worth reading that passage in fuil a few times because, while we can draw sp
key to note the overall narrative and tone of Isaiah here. The crucifixion of Jesus
through and through. He is an innocent figure punished and oppressed and effe
supporters. Yet, he suffers all this in silence, recognising it is his fate and is part
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themes echo so strongly that Luke’s references would have been very effective,

of Old Testament prophecy cannot be viewed as an isclated theme but linked to
will examine in this section. For the moment, though, let us consider a few othe
crucifixion narrative. 5

The Drucifixion and Psalms

If we focus only on the major theme of the suffering servant we can miss some ¢
Luke makes throughout the passion narrative. For instance, when lots are cast f¢
writes “They divided up his clothes by casting iots’. This form is particularly impog
Psaims 22 below: E

Dogs surround me,

a pack of viliains encircles me;
they pierce my hands ond my feet
Al my bones are on disploy;
people stare and.
They sl n
ond

mong them
or my garment. {Psaims 22:16-18 NiV)

This Is pretty weighty and relevant stuff as you can see, and it is unsurprising ‘i’hd‘\
reference. Yet, uniike isaiah, there is no strict narrative to the Psalms. They are {i
writings, hymns that are still chanted or sermonised on today in Christianity and :
praise of God, but Psalm 22 in particular is an appeal to a rightecus God who ap
protagonist. In this sense, it would have held a specific importance at the time o}
similar aim and set of themes at times. E

Similarly, when Jesus is offered wine vinegar to drink on the cross, Luke is making

You know how | am scorned, disgraced and shomed;

ali my enemies are before you.

Scorn has broken my heart

and has left me helpless;

tooked for sympathy, but there waos none,

for comforters, but | found none.

They put gall in my food

and gove me vinegar for my thirst, {Psalms £9:19-22 NIV}

Again, Psalm 69 addresses similar themes o 22, the importance of maintaining c
Thus, although we noted that Luke is often perhaps talking of prophecy in a gen :
Gentile audiences, this does not mean that at times he is also not drawing on de
to lend meaning and gravitas to the crucifixion. The fuifilment.of prophecy is noté
that runs deeply though each verse, Z

COPYRIGHT
Read through the entir : {don't worry, it’s not very longl). How A
depiction o 5 il uffering servant? Are there any major discrepane
have note :
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God and Salvation

Lat’s move on, though, for 2 moment and consider another important concept zr
numerous ways: salvation history. Throughout the crucifixion narrative, various
lesus and either help him or declare his innocence. At times, this all seems migh
ahistorical. For instance, after lesus’ trial in Luke 22, it is declared that Pilate and.
Jesus’ trial and eventual innocence. There are historical grounds to suggest these:
yet it is possibly stretching it to hold that this is due to Jesus. What is more likeiy§
and resurrection narratives, Luke is drawing together numerous narrative threag:
darkest hour, s most concerned with peace and forgiveness, stressing that genu
any hour is the path to salvation.

18, g Jewish man 3
cross who finally res
ardacters, all from different bac
that, for Luke, Jesus was offering s
5. This notion of universalism, that salvation
; ation in the passion narrative as these disparate i
ccence and importance.

This is seen in numerous other ways. In Luke 2:3, Sim
Africa, is chosen to carry the cross, and it s
guaranteed salvation by Jesus. The |
innocence and at times repe; ‘
just a specific group Siu
prominent :
recognise Jey

Moreover, we see indications already that Jesus’ death marks an important point ar
we see that upon Jesus’ death, ‘the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the teny
marks the decisive point at which Jesus’ death has fulfilled the prophecies and a ne\\
and humanity, one in which the possibility of salvation becomes open and available
response from the crowds watching, who ‘beat their breasts’, is telling here; it shov\.s
over his critics and anticipates the glory of the resurraction. Moreover, we see the &
had come with Jesus and the Councll member Joseph of Arimathea, who retrieves
is clear in the context of the chapter ahead: they will soon be rewarded for their go

Jesus as the lnnocent Martyr

We've seen this theme play out in numerous ways already but it is important o
other two themes we've analysed. Jesus is stated to be innocent by almost every
and this innocence is stressed for a number of potential reasons. One s likely to
prophecies referenced by Luke. The suffering servant and allusions to Psalms all §
suffering or darkness through which faith In God is more important than ever. W
as he never doubts God or the necessity of his death, as unfair as it may seem tOé

The same is true when we think of salvation history. It is part of Jesus’ destiny to:
of salvation history can begin, one in which salvation becomes a possibility for ali
the divinely ordained martyr. It is unciear here to what extent this requires a pa
theology, but Jesus’ innocence is perhaps stressed here by Luke as a necessary p
same, we can see how the notion of m“srtyrdom can n light of Jesus’
salvation history of humankind.

Be emphasising lesus’ behaviour as a
ty was facing persecution from various po
it maght have been a reflection on how the commun
oppression , it might be a call to be stoical or blameless under such perse
this themne, as we noted before, is that it may be that Luke is defending Jesus agai
Christian community that Jesus was in fact a criminal or fraud. By emphasising his
the passion narrative, gne is undeniably clear by the end that Jesus was faultless a

However, the final part of thi
may have been that th
emphasisin

Matera in particular highlights this theme, noting that the author of Luke was fikel
with how lesus refiected the experiences of early Christian communities, consider
innocence mofiif, for example, may have been influenced Luke’s knowledge of the
Acts, and as such, Luke may well be trying to draw connections and parallels betw
apostles who were martyred in the early Church. But Matera also recognises that
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other important themes, such as Jesus’ ethics. The martyrdom of Jesus may well hi
Christians perceived lesus as a model for discipleship, for when one looks at the ci
Luke 23:2, one can easily find both the religious and political dimensions to his trial
opprassion of sarly Christians. 5

Let’s dlig into this a bit further. One dimension we can highlight is how Jesus’ tria%
Matera of the lewish people’s rejection of Jesus and Israel’s royal Messiah. Anotd
lesus as prophet and teacher, where the innocence motif frames lesus’ later res
prophecies associated with it. In this sense, the innocence motif grounds lots of §
crucifixion, aliowing readers to see what they want 1o see in his death dependin
backgrounds, But the key thing for Matera is that the innocence motif also helps
with his Gospel and gives early Christians a model of how | hould behave in
maore to be said here, but we will revisit these the : era identifies latg
come to look at Luke’s ethics. :

Discussion Actwaty
What do i

inast important theme in the crucifixion norratives? D

The Meaningir the Resurrection Narrative in Luke

In many ways the resurrection narrative doesn’t present anything substantially
themes in Luke. Instead, we see the resolution of thermnes and narratives brough
be the fulfilment of prophecy or the importance of salvation, we see their finalit
victory over death establishes the truth and validity of his teaching throughout
further ado, let’s see how these important themes manifest themselves in Luke’

The Fulfilment of (id Testament Prophecy

In a previous section, we analysed Luke's detailing of the resurrection, noting ho
passages was linked expiicitly to the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy. Now
layered into the crucifixion narrative, we can analyse the attention given to it in §
deeply. For what is strange about the fulfilment theme in Luke 24 is how differer
During the crucifixion, Luke takes pains to identify Jesus with the suffering serva
paraliels with Psalms. Yet, in the resurrection narrative, such detalls disappear. |
stroke approach to fulfilment. The emphasis is not on what prophecies have bee
fatlure to understand that they have been fulfilled.

He said to them, This is what | told you while | was stili with you: Everythir
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” {Luk

This is made expiicitly clear in Luke 24:44. At this point Jesus has appearad num
have falled to understand the meaning of his appearance In essence, for the au
kind of conclusion for this theme. The only exception

day. Here, Luke might be looking back to Hoseg phé ised this tamefrarg

‘Come, let us return to the

After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will restore us,
that we may live in his presence.” (Hosea 6:2 NiV)

But the continuity and completion of this theme is what Luke ultimately aims o
chapter of salvation history has begun, as prophesised by important Old Testam
importantly, lesus himself. We can explore the continuity of this other theme of
this section.

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Testament Page 69 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Salvation and the Resurrection

Just as with fulfilment, the theme of salvation and salvation history is built upon an
resurrection narrative. Yet, it is often expressed in interesting and subtle ways. For,
whao discover the empty tomb first and, given Luke often focuses on the spiritual i
cther Gospel, this element perhaps emphasises the belief that salvation is univers
faith, Similarly, we can note that it is the inner disciples who are last 10 see Jesus, v
witnessing and understanding the significance of his resurrection first. Overall, wh
access to salvation is available to anyone, not just those who have been typically p

But even in the appearance to the full group of disciples, this message is spelled
result of his victory over death a new chapter is beginning for humanity, one wh
forgivenass of sins will be preached in his name to al
the lewish people are privileged perhaps by oximity only. They ar
message of salvation, but they are far : the project of a new ch
spread lesus’ teachings to all ; to receive them, whether they be
Jesus’ victory and fulfily necy is for the benefit of all, even if Jesus is

One important aspect it is key not to overlook is how Jesus emphasises the
physicality of the resurrection in Luke’s resurrection narrative. In the major
meetings with the disciples, lesus breaks bread with them, shows them the
wounds in his hands and feet and directly states that he is not a spirit. This is
interesting, for in lewish traditions at the time, belief in bodily resurrection
was becoming more prominent, so Luke stressing that lesus was physically
resurrected is quite revesling. Neither Mark nor Matthew contains such
passages, so scholars have speculated why Luke included these details, ones
which later found their way also into John.

For instance, the biblical scholar Charles Talbert has suggested that Luke
wrote his Gospel to combat heretical ideas such as Gnosticism and
Docetism, which often viewed the resurrection spiritually rather than
physically. But it also might be the case that Luke is defending the
resurrection against early critics of Christianity. if you look at Matthew, the
author there offers a lot of detail about the empty tomb prior to the
resurrection, in what seems to be an attempt to fend off critics who held 3
Jesus” body might have been stolen away. In the same fashion, Luke might well
against critics who claimed that the disciples merely saw a spirit or hallucinated

The Future of the Church

As a final note, we should mention that there is a strong
narrative in Luke. We've seen this in part in Jesus
this a little further in the context of t §

ciogical focus to
1 call to preach his teag
nf i uke and /\rts Both boo

resurrection is not the final victory, but rather the most significant one as follow
that will serve to spread Jesus’ teaching across the world. Thus, when thinking a
resurrection narrative in Luke, it is worth remembering the context and authors
and Acts are connected in structure and theme.

Discussion Activity: ;
Are any major new motifs introduced in the resurrection account in Luke? Or doeg
summarising and wrapping up the themes presentad in the crucifixion narrative? \\\
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What Theme is the Mast Importam?

Thraughout this section, we've explared the crucifixion and resurrection in quiteé
that Luke doesn’t have just one aim in writing his Gaspel but aims to tie together
into a complete picture about the importance of lesus’ death and resurrection. ¥
some themes simply are more important than others. For instance, the number
death and resurrection directly fulfil prophecy perhaps indicates that above all, t
Luke wished readers and fisteners to understand most. In fact, the final resurrec‘§
heavy-handed in the amaount of times Jesus has to stress to his disciples {the figu
most) how his actions are prophesised and in accordance with the Law and Scrip

emerge as Luke’s
bove all, Luke wi
s audience might onl
v throughout the Gospel, this is
dnction in emphasising the importance o
sical might also be another example of the ¢

But beneath this heavy-handedness, we see other comple
salvation history is woven into this fulfiiment the :
in the waorld had occurred at Jesus” resurrec
of prophecy. Considering his focus
prophecy primarily servi
focus on the re
God and h

Similarly, it would be amiss not to note Jesus’ stressed innocence on the cross. To
of fulfilment and salvation, but as we shall see in later sections, Luke also has a ri
here might serve as moral guidance for the suffering and oppressed that his Gosg
way, if you are unsure of your own position, the best solution is to read once agz?
focusing on each verse and how it ties into Luke’s broader narrative. it is there t
complex text can be developed and reflected on as you progress through your st

’ Quick Quiz

What theological concept is there an absence of in Luke’s crucifixion and%
What theological idea does Conzelmann argue replaces this concept?
What aspect of the crucifixion narrative does Matera argue is key to und
What two Old Testament books are primarily referenced during the crucé
What concept is present throughout Luke’s interpretation of salvation?

What Old Testament concept is referenced through Luke's description o
the crucifixion? :

g W% e o wo mm w mw c mm wee w we mm
oY Ut o N e

7. What is Luke potentially attempting to de hig'extensive descrip%

during the resurrection narrat
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What vou will learn in this section:

The various historical and scientific challenges to the Gospel narratives sround &
Jesus, including: :
e The different ways the resurrection has been interpre
challenge to the traditional Christian interpr
®»  Ananalysis of alternative explanations fadt
evidence for the resurrection s
e  The strengths and
impact Qs

hroughout hist(m%

Sty tomb in the Gospel na@s’éﬁ

istorical and scientific critique, and how &
belief. :

Starter Acoely:
Read through the ‘origingl ending’ of Mark [(Mark 16:1-8). Does this account by
interpretation of the resurrection in Christianity? And if it is the earliest account of
affect the way we think about the resurrection? Make some notes and compare t
throughout the rest of this section.

Mome lan Wilson

Born 1941
Died N/A
Key text Jesus: The Fvidence {1984

Wilson is a prolific author who has written books on a wide v
historical topics. His book Jesus: The Evidence assesses the hist
the existence and life of Jesus, analysing what we can know |

Why are they
important?

Mame Frank Morison

Born 1881
Died 1950
Key text Who Moved the Stone? {1930)

Frank Morison was the avthorial pseudonym for Albert Hanry
Why are they books but is best known for his Christion apologetics. Who Mo
importani? problem of the empty tomb, offering a defsnce of the resurre
alternative historical explonations nis surrounding it

introduction ~ The Symbal of th

The empty tomb is ang.
Gospels an

during symbols of Christian tradition. 1t ap:
St signifier of Jesus” victory over death through the ré
the resurre rances in each of the Gospels, it is easy to note the major
from a hasic 8tline of some disciples of lesus finding an empty tomb after his d
agreement about what happens next. This does not necessarily mean that the a
faise. In fact, biblical scholars have often attempted to try to reconstruct the ear
that the Gospel authors might have used, with the aim of giving an explanation
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The Empty Tomb in the Synoptics

Yet, despite the differences between the Gospels in their detailing of the resurre
interesting that each does have at its centre the symbol of the empty tomb after
by a series of figures after the Sabbath ends. So why is there controversy over thy
these accounts? Well, one issue arises from the fact that in each Gospel, differers
tomb. For example, in Mark, it is Mary Magdalene, Mary the Mother of lames ar
tomb occupied by a stranger in a white robe who teils them You are looking for
crucified. He hos risen! He Is not here, See the place where they laid him.” {(NIV) W
that after this discovery the women flee the tomb, and this small account forms
The later part of Mark 16 is now recognised to be a later addition, perhaps adde

R

This is of course surprising because it seems that th
appearances at alll This discovery in particu
seems to indicate that the empty t
to the latter Synoptics, Matt!

spel contains no
modarn biblical scha
mmaodate a serigs of very differd
e For example, in Matthew, it is ‘Mary
e they are grested by an ange! who delivers

importance of the resurrection appearances by lesus,

Alternatively, in Luke it is the women’ {those who followed Jesus) who discover

by two men in gleaming white clothes. Like in the other Synoptics, they tell the
reinforce this event in light of prophecy, including "The Son of Man must he deliv
be crucified and on the third day be raised ogain.” (NIV) After this occcurrence, Lu
disciples, with ‘Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James’ giving the
apostles, However, thay do not believe the women, and Peter himself goes backé
strips of linen still lying there.

So, Luke here appears to give more detalls of the actual discussion about the emg
the appearance of Jesus! How do we make sense of this? Well, one option is to L
each author’s motives in editing their accounts of the empty tomb. Perhaps Luke
elements he could verify about the encounters at the empty tomb, while stressi
resurrection in terms of fulfilling prophecy. Matthew, on the other hand, ininclu
Jesus to the Marys may well have just wanted to build upon the ambiguous endis
connection between the empty tomb and the direct resurrection of lesus, For th
the final canonical Gospel and see how its account of the empty tomb differs frop

The Empty Tomb in the Gospel of Jobn

Compared to the Synoptics, John has little to say about any initial encounter bet
and the empty tomb. It begins with Mary Magdalens to the tomb and
the entrance. She then runs back to ‘Simmn Peter sther disciple, the one
someone had removed lesus’ body. the tomb and discover the
around lesus” head. However, it

different, and®i'ts still uncertain what sources the author of John used to compo
tomb. Yei, the lateness of John's composition implies that by this point the sym
was well established in Christian communities. Yet, at the same time, it is unusy
anywhere in the Pauline epistles, which were written fairly soon after the death
is evidence that Mark invented the story of the empty tomb, knowing that pre-e E
concept of bodily resurrection meant that sudiences would understand the lack
himseif had been resurrected. It's an intriguing idea that we will investigate thro
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Where Did the Empty Tomb Come from?

Here, it is necessary to think about two guestions. Did the
authors of the Gaspel invent the symbol of the empty tomb and,
if not, how did this story come about? Let’s think about the first
question to start with, We noted that it's a possibifity that Mark
invented the story of the empty tomb. Yet, it is much more likely
considering its inclusion throughout of all the Gospels that this
story arose from previous oral or written tradition; for example,
a primary source such as ‘@Y. The lack of feature in the Pauline
epistles may just suggest that the resurrection was an accepted
part of Christian tradition, with the empty tomb simply being a
narrative reinforcement of this event. In other words
tomb is used as evidencs to show the resurrags

as a theological foundation for th

g, not

. Could there not be another
expianatic Sy tomb? Leaving the veracity of the
resurrectior rances aside for a moment, could Jesus’ body
not have been taken by somebody else? This is potentially a
much more rational explanation for why the tomb was empty to
the disciples, and there is potentially a variety of suspects we
could conceive of performing such an act. For instance, perhaps
the Roman authorities took it to prevent any further religious or
political conflict forming around Jesus’ remains. Mavbe even one
of the disciples took it to another resting place and a
misunderstanding cccurred, meaning the others believed lesus had been resur
approach 1o interpretation of the tomb, we can imagine any number of possibil
coherant with a scientific world view than the view that Jesus magically rose fro

But this begs

The same is true of the resurrection appearances. If there was a misunderstand
perhaps easy to imagine that in the grief and fervour after lesus’ death, the dis
about the resurrection appearances. it could be that mass hysteria and the stro
an escalating series of ‘visions’ that only reinforced the theological importance
have gcourred throughout history; is it too far-fetched to imagine that the rise
predicated on a similar set of misunderstandings?

Modern Schalarship on the Empty Tomb

Most biblical scholars aren’t too preocoupied with the veracity of the empty to
they are predominantly interested in understanding how the Gospel authors w
they used and how this reflects the demands of their core
number of rational examinations of the historigin
response to atheistic or secular critics
whether the empty tomb acc

piy tomb in and of
possible alternatives to t
port belief in the resurrection.

inthe Ant : studying two of these defences, which we will refe
first is a cha Frank Morisor’s book Who Moved the Stone?, which was w
attempts an T5iellectual examination of the historical events surrounding the re
interesting to note, however, is that Morison originally did not intend to defend
critique it. Yet as his research progressed, he began to find himself more and m
the resurrection and eventually began to believe it was a real historical event. A
tone, Morison's writings still have a lot of interesting arguments to consider, es
empty tomb in relation to the attitudes and religious atmosphere within first-ce

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 74 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




The second text in the anthology is a chapter taken from lan Wilson's book Jesusi
critical took at the historical events of lesus’ life. In comparison to Morison’s wos
Wilson is a bit more balanced in his analysis of the empty tomb. Although he dir
genuine miracle could not have occurred with the resurrection {adopting insteacé
to the Bible), he still attempts to impartially consider the evidence for different ¢
While it can be argued that ultimately Wilson is biased towards non-supernatur
a useful counterpoint to Morison, and we will refer to both when considering di
empty tomb.

The Diflerent Views on the Resurrection

tomb, it is worth :
Christian view o
pearances signify that
f nature as we know them. Whi
5.1t requires believing in something thaﬁ

Finally, before we turn towards a deeper analysis of the e
stances we might take towards the resurrection.
that it is a miracle, where the empty tomb
the dead, something that transgre
also the most controversi

Hume's argument came on the back of the Enlightenment period, during which
what they viewed as reason above religious dogma. Thus, while it was taken for
had simply just resurrected, Enlightenment thinkers started to question this bas
Gospels and other religious texts with fresh eves. The conclusions they often ev
later periods of the Enlightenment, was that historically and scientifically, the reg
verified. The simple existence of an empty tormb and some testimonials from wh
nations” was not enough to suggest that the faws of nature had been broken and
fact, many began to adopt deism, believing that although there was an omnipot :
routinely intervene to maintain the order of the world or break the laws that the

R

It's worth thinking about this as we progress through this chapter. For if we acces
is no real rational argument for the empty tomb being genuine evidence for the
have to accept that belief in such an extraordinary event is going to be a matter ¢
Morison is fighting back against. His work attempts to show that thereis a ratioris

it being the best possible explanation for the empty tomb when one looks at the

On the other hand, if we do adopt a generally sceptical position, then Maorison h
doubt that there are no good alternative explanations. Note, this does not mean:
the resurrection occurred, just that it may be the best possible explanation giveré
But there are certain explanations it is very difficult to rule out, particularly wher
testimony and experiences of other human beings. As su were have been a w
resurrection that spring from a general doubt abou ot have oocurred w
look at various explanations, we should consict ad views on the resury
held throughout history. 5

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

The Resure

We've had ook at the reguirements for the resurrection to be considereg%;
recorded accirately in the Gospels. Yet, the idea that the resurrection is just a fie
requirements. Simply put, we have to consider what events might have reascona E
sgmawhere along the way, the disciples and others mistook the empty tomb to
when Jesus’ body might simply have ended up somewhere else. in this sense, th
the sense that there were g serigs of errors that led to the disciples falsely attribg
events that had another perfectly reasonable explanation. E

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 75 of 97




What stands in the way of such views is that in accounts of the empty tomb, the
to eliminate other explanations. They were naive in this sense; they understood
at the time, that just finding an empty tomb is not concrete evidence of someon
example, in Matthew the author includes a line about the lewish authorities pay
body being stolen. This suggests that the belief that the resurrection was a fictio
among early Christian and Jewish circles, with followers of Jesus having to speli ¢
could not have been moved.

For such explanations are commonpiace when thinking about the resurrection a
common ideas, as we shall see, usually revolve around lesus’ body being taken s
was in the tomb. This could have been by the Roman authorities, the lewish aut
There are plenty of reasons why each might desire to s body disappear,
have to wonder why no one later discovered the : out where it mig
the Gospel accounts, such as Luke, we eing sceptical about the
Jesus’ body might have been. As ¢ not a straight line from the emptyé
removed. We have {ot eeper about whether such explanations 1y

The same | 1 we consider another explanation for the resurrection as f
that the discS and others simply lied about the resurrection appearances and:
of thinking, the resurraction becomes a kind of conspiracy, where followers ofJei
been resurrected after the humiliation of his death on the cross. Yet, such a con
people would have had to be clued in and someone would have still had to have
possibility, but a lot of individuals looking at the resurrection as a fictional event
caused the disciples to mistake the empty tomb to be a sign of resurrection, rat
conspiratorial thinking. Nevertheless, such arguments are still popular to a degre
taken serigusly academically.

The Resurrection as Myth

We can, though, follow the conspiratorial line a bit further, by looking at the ide
myth. This is a view that is sometimes professed by critics who see similarities b
Jesus’ resurrection and earlier pagan myths about God and his children. Now, bs
forward by The Da Vinci Code or another popular twenty-first-century work, it is
stretches hack much further than you might expect. The idea of the resurrection
Greek critic Celsus, who often reserved a great deal of ire for early Christian com

The basic idea that Celsus had was that the resurrection was a mythological stor
who couldn’t face the fact that their spiritual leader was guilty of mere sorcery a
in developing this story, they made the mistake of drawing too heavily on lewis
particular the suffering servant in lsaiah. Thus, it makes complete sense that aut
couch their depiction of Jesus in terms of Old Testament ecy, because the
effect, ripped off these prophecies in constructing th

s of Jesus’ resur

it's difficuit to evaluate such ACCO
from one perspective but r
traditions during hicaad

ey rely on a kind of joined-up t
s Ay nother. fesus naturally would have ta
iply because he was, in fact, lewish. Simifarly, hig
understoo g5 in the context of Jewish prophecies circulating at the tis
growing be ysical resurrection among Jewish communities. But these fac
belisve that the resurrection account was a pale imitation of lewish myth. Thay
such a proposition. :

At the same time, it is difficult to imagine how such a myth wouid occur when th
eyewitnesses and so many testimonies about the resurrection appearances. it wi
disciples were constructing a kind of elaborate lie. Yet, there is potentially anoth
if, in the hysteria after Jesus’ death, the disciples effectively hallucinated his app
we shall consider before we move on to looking at explanations for the empty t
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The Resurrection as Experience

The final possibility we can consider was that after the body had been moved or
effectively in their fervour hallucinated the resurrection appearances. in fact, we
say that even finding the tomb itself and seeing figures within it was a kind of hy
spread among other disciples and followers, This might seem a bit strange a first
resurrection relies on us believing that there was not one sceptical or even ratio
who might guestion their unreliable senses. In the narratives around the empty
there are attempts to show that the disciples were not initially convinced by the
pains during the resurrection appearances 1o dermnonstrate his reincarnated phy

Yet, these instances of mass hysteria do occur, and it is po
from a particularly acute instance of wish fulfilm
lesus and projecting this onto a series of ex
occurrences of such hysteria from
cften claimed that modern.g
hallucination ggwi
tomb and

ally the case that
isciples seeking &
confirm this wish. in:
US eXperiences, or even experie
its are better explained as due 10 some ¢
God intervening in the world. if this is true, §
appearances in the same manner. E

Further evidence for this kind of approach might come from considerations abmé
view of the disciples. Back in the first century, there were no good naturalistic ex:
phenomena. For instance, we know now that mirages are caused by displaceme
But it is likely that individuals in the past would not have viewed such phenome
workers were more cormmonplace, and the kind of explanations people would h
experiences would have been much more religious or mythological as a result. T
resurrection as an event purely in the experience of the disciples is perhaps bols

At the same time, if such cccurrences were commonplace, it is fair to ask what
appearances 50 special or particularly convincing to the disciples. There is still a
unique in a number of ways which other miraculous events at the time were not
why Christianity had the impact that it did. 5till, with this possibility in mind, we
examination of the different possihilities around the empty tomb and whether a
against the resurrection hased on an alternative explanation of the accounts giv

Discussion Activity:
‘What position on the resurrection do you hold, and why? Discuss in pairs or small

Historical Explanations for the Empty Tomb

So far in our discussion of the resurrection we've broadl!
challenges to Christian belief. in other words, we're
Gospels but instead inoking at broad philoscqis
have occurred. These are convincin
we have about the resurre ‘
or just halluci
the resurre

3 to doulst the possibil
ey do effectively rely on di
] e regard these sources to be unreiia
we're not actually grappling with the Gospel na

This is important to note because a proper rebuttal of the empty tomb arguments
able to give another explanation for the events leading up to the resurraction. Sim
mount a scientific challenge, but a historical challenges as well. If we can provide &
explanation for Jesus’ missing body, then we can arguably meet bibical scholars o
that lesus’ resurrection is likely to be more fiction than fact. If this is not possible,
irrational for Christians to have faith in the Gospel accounts, even if they contradic:

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 77 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Evaluating the Gospel Narratives

However, one major issue greets us when we try to mount a historical challenge
paucity of historical sources about the events. We've noted some of these alrea
problems we should quickly cover again. :

1. There are few historical sources about the resurrection and no witnesses to§
put, we don't have much to work with. What happened in the three days b
taid to rest and the disciples discovered the empty tomb is unknown. As suc
good alternative explanations we couid posit about the lack of a body and to
disappeared. Rather, what we have is a series of somewhat conflicting acco
empty tomb and reported this event to the disciples. instance, see the ti
description of these differences.

Rark
Jesus bady_is re msepﬁ of loseph of
Arimathea Arimathea

Mary Magdaiene
and Mary
Secured with a
seal and guard

Women observe burial Mary Magdalene

Pilate secures tomb

The women find the
tomb empty and have 2 Mary Magdaiene | Mary Magdalene, | Galile
vision of angels/figures and Mary Mary and Salome
and/or Jesus.

Guards pribed to
Bribing of the guards by | circulate false
the religious authorities | story of empty
tomb

Let's look at key agreements first. What we can perhaps establish is that Jo
body of Jesus {perhaps with heip) in an empty tomb and this tomb was sub
body by Mary Magdalene {and most likely others) three days later, accomp
However, if we take the Synoptics as our primary source, then we might co
observed the burial and that other figures accompanied her at this momen
the empty tombs and the appearances of an angel or angel-like figure. Wha
whao is largely responsible for adding embellishments that are intended to p
narrative, such as the securing of the tomb and the bribing of the guards. A
are likely to be in response to early critics of Christianity at the time of Matt

swvely note is that the
le. For one, they are all wri
s sense are biased towards pres

2. So, what's the next issue? Well, what we mi
tomb might not exactly be wha

Magdalene, a woman who was said to have been cured of seven demons’
himself. If we interpret this to mean Mary possessad some sort of mental d
the reliability of her testimony. She might not have examined the empty (o
mistaken the figures who appeared to her shortly after to be angels or divin
that in the Synoptics there were other potential witnesses, none of whose
evidentially supported conclusions about. 5
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Finally, we can consider the fact that the earliest manuscripts of Mark do n
were most likely to have been a later addition. This means the earliest Gosr.
abrupt ending in verse §, where the women flee and do not tell anyone of w
somewhat contradicts the longer accounts of Matthew and Luke, whao are |
source. 5o, is this evidence that these authors embellished the original acco
perhaps just unfinished, and completed by later Gospel writers? It's perfect
resurrection appearances were more robustly analysed by Matthew and Lu
written sources on the empty tomb to construct their narratives.

If we consider this possibility, it is worth briefly talking about the other New
resurrection. The Pauline epistles, which often date earlier than the Gospel

Considering the two major issues we just outlined, it is difficult to give an exact

imagine for a moment that we are treating this issue like a court case. What is p
effectively prove that the empty tomb leads to the resurrection without any doy
conventional historical standards, the resurrection is either a possible explanatic
for Jesus” body missing from the tomb. This does not mean that one necessarily &
resurrection was a real event. One can accept gaps and biases in the records thag
that Christians can inherently trust the resurrection accounts in the Gospels as a
mystery about the empty tomb to which naturalistic explanations cannot give aré

However, it is important to also question whether this guestion is meaningful. Wi
possible 1o treat the empty tomb as a kind of court case for Christianity, when t
evidence, and the resurrection is such a weighty, important event in the context
it still seems as if human beings have a strong religious impulse in the twenty-fir
sceptical one. it may just be impossibie to meaningfully judge such a momentou
real access to the details and so much rests on it being true or false. However, t
will do our best 1o scope out some alternative explanations for the empty tomb

Juseph of Arimathea Moved the Body

The first alternative explanation we shall consider is the possibility that laoseph o
between the time it was buried and when the empty tomb was discovered. We ri
are unanimous in agreeing it was this figure who saw to Jesus’ burial, and so botd
that the possibility of him moving the body is conceptualls
body had been laid to rest, he potentially had acc
might well have had good reasons fc :

Hf it'was secured, and
sure its safety {or even destr

“this occurrence? Well, we can take a num§§§§

But how do we judge th ;
fuating these alternative explanations.

ividual's actions in the context of cultural and religious practi

2.  Examine an individual’s actions based upon their character and dispositions;
Testament and other historical sources. !

3.  Examine an individual’s actions based on the logistics, planning and time re

So, let’s think about these three methods when analysing the possibility that it m
It is important to note, though, that each of these methods may well clash at tim
adjudicate as to what we should prioritise when considering a person’s actions |
difficult and dramatic time. We will see this throughout all of the alternative exp
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But let’s turn to method one. From the start, we can
say that Joseph as a high-ranking religious authority
is likely to have been a devout lew. This is perhaps
bolstered by the Gospel accounts {e.g. Luke) often
affirming his goodness. if this is the case, though,
then ii is in principle unlikely that Joseph would have
wanted o perform actions that would contravene
the Sabbath and the Law, least of all moving a dead
body. In fact, it might be suggested it was rather
hastily interred in a tomb to aveid having to perform
this action over the Sabbath. So, in the context of
religious practice, we might instantly say that Joseph
would have been very disinclined to move the bo

airms that method two leads us to t
nember of the Councii who goes boldiy t
uncil had not agreed to this action and Joseph wa
ning the detail of the Council, simply saying that loseph
did belisve in Jesus, and Morison argues if this was the case th
lesus and s0 wouid not have wanted 1o move the body.

Morison agrees with this pro
described by Matthew ;

But this is perhaps stretching credulity here. loseph may well have sought a temp
accordance with Taorah Law {see Deuteronomy 21:22-23} but could have also desi
the Talmud. Furthermore, the sceptic Richard Carrier suggests that Joseph could h
be moved 10 a secondary graveyard reserved for serious criminals, due to the regi
Council. Moreover, although the wormen went to the tomb early after the ending
strict times 1o work off. Maybe loseph went earlier and had the body removed be

Thus, it’'s not clear from Joseph’s character that he would have desired the body
still the third method that might sway this verdict. For what kind of resgurces m
body? it is true that he organised the burial, but Matthew states that the tomb |
own tomb. Would he have had access to another tomb, and if he did how wouid
body? Simply put, if joseph was acting alone, then moving a body might have be
he had help, one would wonder why it was not more public knowledge that the
member of the Council, Joseph might have had such resources, but he also did n
condemning Jesus.

However, this reveals a more general problem that critical examinations of the e
lesus’ body had been moved, then how did the perpetrators hide this fact so eff
reguire the collusion of a wide variety of people, none of which could have let it
Jesus that his body had been takan. Moreover, we can a this secret was t
resurrection growing among early Christian com Nodldnt someone ha
such rumours? One possibility of course | didout they were not beliey
expiain why Matthew details the uards, but it doesn’t explain the
complications of the bo

Now, in th eph, we might question whether such a conspiracy would
someone wiREERmingly was sympathetic towards Jesus. Unless Joseph was det
religion so much that he persisted with a lie throughout all his life, it seems unli
character in the Gospels would have moved the body. Thus, we can perhaps thir
the culprit might be among the communities who were antagonistic towards Jes
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The Jewish or Roman Authorities Moved the Body

In contrast to Joseph, we can perhaps imagine a variety of reasons why other gre
remove Jesus’ body. Let’s think about the Jewish authorities first. While we once
with the Sabbath, many of the Gospel narratives tell of the hypocrisy of the relig
persecuting lesus, While they pretend to uphold the Law in public, they are will
Jesus, and the same situation might have occurred with his body. For instance, t
argued that the lewish authorities potentially wished to avoid Jesus’ tomb beco
body in an attemnpt to further disperse his followers.

However, we then have to contend with the problem that if the lewish authorities
the resurrection started to develop, then why didn’t the Jewish authorities just rey
would arguably be proof against the physical resurrecti
seemingly be their professed aim in moving the bo
noting that while there obviously seems
doesn't actively seem to focus on &
Matthew talking about

<

they had moygast.

“place. Morison in
gout the resurrection inea
place of Jesus’ body, just the em
ding rumours or lies about the body, not t
ime, perhaps this is Matthew being svasive aboui§
eal grave. Once again, there isn't enough evidence to deg
‘es we have don't firmly support this alternative explanation.

Pilate and the Empty Tomb

But what about the Roman authorities? Well, if Jlesus’ body was going to be rem
on the orders of Pilate. He is likely to have known where it was interred, since ac
narrative, he gave permission to Joseph of Arimathea to move it. Moreover, the
laws and rules of the Sabbath so they could have potentially guietly retrieved it
three days. Finally, we should remember that Jesus was executed under the cha
lews’. We've noted the political overtones to this title and perhaps Pilate becam
revolutionary fervour around Jesus’ death. By moving the body, he not only rem
and crucifixion but also prevents it being visited by his followers, where they mi
Jesus was potentially a difficulty for Pilate, especially if he was seen 10 be marty

But the Romans were guite fastidious about keeping records of those sentenced
lesus’ body had been moved, it is Hikely there was a Roman record of this taking
secret. Moreover, with belief growing in Jesus’ resurrection, we might ask why s
in order to quell the very religious fervour that Pilate did not wish to stoke in the
tirme, historians of the time such as Josephus and Tacitus have noted that Pilate
offended the religious sensibilities of Jewish people in the area. Perhaps Pilate i
cunning about his actions and made a mistake?

But here we might well just be speculating. The death of lesus really was a lewis
death of one more criminal was probably not a major issue for them. Consider, 1,
supposedly at the entrance of the tomb, as detalled i
biblical scholars have questioned the historicity o
Romans to guard a lewish person’st :
the case for the empty tomb ont
scholar William Lane Cryf
involvement L

W hére, noting it woul
Fither Matthew here is em
zrent kinds of guards posted, per
. Morison here also just notes there is [itt]
ply claiming Pilate might have wanted the body

g of his character. '

Thus, in both cases we can see that there is no overwhelmingly strong case for e
the body, even if it is passible that they did. For the moment, we can move on o
among critics, that Jesus did not really die on the cross. !

Discussion Activity:
Do you think there is sufficient reason 1o believe some interested party might hav
death? Or is this argument just complete specslation? Discuss in pairs or small gra
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Jesus Did Mot Diz on the Gross

This might seem quite a radical suggestion at first, for surely it was clear to ever
crucified, and this was a punishment intended to kill him at the very least. Kesea
Roman method of crucifixion also generally supports this conclusion. It was a try
that often resulted in death, even if a person was removed from the cross while
occur, and some scheolars have speculated about what is sometimes called the 's
removed from the cross before death and then subsequeantly fled his tomb, with

in the anthology, it is Wilson who deals with this hypothesis the most, primarily
expianation is not readily apparent in the Gospel narratives, For the explanation
are parts of our historical sources which potentially rebut ed light on their |
true for the swoon hypothesis, so Wilson argues it is tion which need

suggestion
soaked invy t'a drug to make it iook as if he had died. However,
Schonfield do¥S't suggest that Jesus lived but instead was accidentally
killed by the lance thrust into him. The person Mary Magdalene
subsequently encounters later at the empty tomb is thus not an angel or
divine messenger but the person who had been sent to revive him. Other
explanations often invoke similar formulas — there is some mechanism by
which Jesus survives the crucifixion and then is able 1o escape the tomb
sometime between his burial and the end of the Sabbath.

There are two major issues with these kinds of explanations. The firstis
simply that falking death isn't exactly an easy endeavour to pull off,
especially in societies less knowledgeabie about drugs or human
physiology. Some have suggested that natural sources of the drugs
tetrodotoxin or reserpine could have been used. Both of these
substances can induce states of paralysis or very slow breathing, but itis
uniikely they could have been located by followers of Jesus or correctly applied.
diz from crucifixion can vary wildly, so it would have been a very fraught plan. V
hasten death, and if Jesus was spearaed with a lance {as John 19:34 states) this ce

Wilson notes also that even if Jesus did survive, he could have hardly recovered
medical treatment, let alone broken out. Accordingly, it is possible that Jesus ma
say from Joseph of Arimathea, who could have discovered Jesus still alive and tr
then face the problems of previous accounts in detailing why individuals would
help him relocate. This isn't to suggest there isn't a faint fesus survived,
lausible,

character, that he was prepared o reject entirely his previous mission and did n
ethical change. Needless to say, it would be highly strange to hold that Jesus him
duplicitous from the accounts in the Gospel narratives. !

Activity:
Using the informaiion you've learnt so far about the empty tomb, note down wha
of the resurrection would be. What problems can you cbserve with your timelinet
the Gospel narratives? :
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The Women Misunderstosd the Events at the Tomb

Sa, what other options can we consider? Well, there are a number of alternative
under the titie above, all of which merit some consideration and some of which
First, let’s think about a key scene which occurs in all the Gospels, the visitation
and other women and their vision or witnessing of a mysterious person or angal

Here, we might ask a number of sceptical questions: Z

1. What if the women visited the wrong tomb, which was or was not occupied%

2. What if the women mistook a gardener or worker for a mysterious person ¢ A
could explain the situation with the tomb and the body? :
3. What if lesus’ hody was taken by grave robbers or another party, hence the§
problem of the empty tomb? f

wight be inclined to discot.
ssed where lesus was being but,
rted at the crucifixion and had a ve¢§

Taking the first question under consideratio
record Mary and the other women
uncrdinary considering thatt
buried properiy,

So, let’s cory Euestion number two in a bit more detail. It's a tricky one to ass
feasible that gardeners or other workers might be present at the tomb, we runi
strain the credulity of these figures somehow being mistaken for angels or divine
that the women went to the tomb on the morning after the Sabbath. It could rea
they arrived, but then why would anyone be working in the dark? Alternatively,
women have mistaken the gardener for someone else? Similarly, in many of the
then come and access the tomb, Would they not have encountered the sams ga

We can also ask, as Morison points out, why the chief priests, the Council, and a
discrediting Jesus would not just produce the gardener as evidence against the rg
there is quite specific wording that the gardener is supposed to have said, wordis
utter if he were in fact just working around the tomb. Simply put, there does ap
encounter which would be odd even if the women just mistook the gardener or §

Markan Primacy and the Problem with Mary

But let’s take the other side for a moment. We've noted already that the original
than the current canonical end and finishes with the women fleeing the tomb. Yé
the Gospels, it is clear that they have at least partially based their accounts of th
Mark. The same structure in particular pervades the Synoptics, from the discove
meeting of the figures outside. Yet, this perhaps means we could question the g
a whole, What if Mark got it wrong, and the rest of the Gospels simply copied hi
the case, then the Gospels don’t mutually support each other but instead just re

g that in Mark th
rsf. Similarly, his w
fea. The parts which
words! So, the empty tomb accou
n around the empty tomb. We could &
nioved his body, they might have spoken guite ¢
- Altogether, what this indicates is that if we take Markar
¥ne figure who the womean saw at the tomb become more diffict;

There are a few ways of seeing this in action. One might b
basic. He is just @ man clad in a2 white robe sitting
telling the women that he is not here and eaius
just be the women mistaking the
may well be indicative of 2
often wore whi
potentially
guestions ar}

The same is true when we consider that Mary Magdalene appears to be the core.
tomb. Yet, we have noted that Mary might have been afflicted with a mental cors
perform an exorcism on here. Yet, if this is the case, then in the fervour after Jes%
been the most reliable witness to the empty tomb, a problem exacerbated by thy
Markan priority. When one takes a very sceptical eye, all we have is one meanin
potentially hallucinatory witness mistaking a figure in white’s words for somethi
up the dots, the case for a mistaken identity grows stronger by the second.
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Grave Rohbers and the Empty Tomb

We might add one additional element to this scenaric. What if the empty tomb
being moved by authorities but rather grave robbers? if this was the case, we m
tomb was perhaps intentionally frightening or mysterious 1o scare the women a
wouldn’t want to reveal the truth about Jesus’ body to the authorities for fear o
beliefs in the resurrection to grow unabated. We might also imagine that loseph
beside lesus which might be considerad a good target for a robbery.

The difficulties with this additional element, though, are that we have no direct
interested in someone who didn’t exactly cultivate wealth throughout his minist
robbers would have to potentially either have advance kn ge of where fesu
guess in deciding that his tomb was valuable to rob {this is just spec
know whether grave robbers would take an " tomb, let alone pa
Thus, it might just be a bit of a stretch nging unknown parties into the

8 icy on Mark o good reason to distrust the other Gospels’ accour
there reasons to believe oll are based on historically accurate sources? Discuss in:

Should We Belinve the Bospel Accounts of the Empty Tomb?

So far, we've looked at some different positions on the resurrection accounts an

explanations for the empty tomb. But should we really be believing any of this? &
on their own historical merits, we are taking their accounts of the empty tomb in
should be a little more cynical and sceptical. These are writers with their own ag A
the resurrection of Jesus being true. Without an objective or antagonistic witnes
what is a good explanation and what is a bad one. For there are plenty of extrao
incredibly strange causes. What are the chances that the empty tomb was just 0

lgnoring a sort of mass conspiracy for a moment on behalf of the disciples, iet’s
haven't looked at, that there was no specific event where the women visited les
one visited, nor that the disciples and women did not visit it altogether, but that
are just plainly erronecus. For as proclamations of faith, perhaps they were not
might have just fashioned lots of hearsay, rumour and tradition into a narrative
of the resurrection. In other words, perhaps the resurrection appearances did h
they be real or hallucinatory}, but the empty tomb event did not. in this case, th
the resurrection, but instead the emply tomb was a narrative crafted out of an a
set of experiences in the immediate aftermath of Jesus” death.

it is key to consider this because it is fair to Iimagine 1
been influenced by the resurrection appear
our mind where there were none and audt
aiso that Mark is generaily :
naturai that th oS
physical re

ospel account of ¢
@r, memory is unrelia
quences of events that we
jie been written at least 20 years after
=] easy narrative where there was none, a short
without simply talking about the experiences of th

Such an argumeht is hard to evaluate but it rings true with what we know of hun
remember them. It is a problem that arises in criminal trials all the time, and if wi
court case, perhaps we should be just as sceptical. Moreover, when we look at s
Wilson, it is one of the possibilities that they take most seriously, because ultim
into a set of accounts that, at least from our basic instinct and reason, we shoule:
reliable as many in the Christian faith take them to be. f
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Acts and the Resurrection

One way we can approach this problem is to look at sources gther than the Gos
This is a path taken by Wilson, who discusses in particular how the narratives in
should influence how we think of the empty tomb and the resurrection. For exa
that over 500 people witnessed resurrection appearances {though Paul curioushy:
we assume that some of these were not real, we're left with an incredible amou
after the death of lesus. Wilson notes this in particular in the characters of the a
conversion of Saul to 5t Paul and the actions of Peter lead them to speak with in
resurrection appearances.

convernient narr
have led people
dy went missing and
in Acts 13:29, Paui claims that ¢
: cut the frivolities of the Gospels, th
rial of lesus.

What is perhaps interesting is that the empty tomb, altho
Jesus’ body by all accounts was missing. Thisin so
had cocurred even if they could not accoun
explanations for its disappearance
cross and iaid him in a tomby,
problem that

Now Acts is fessarily very historically reliable at times, especially dus to its §
{~90 Cg}. But if we take its narrative seriously, it appears that the disciples were iy
resurrection appearances meant, rather than dwelling on the problem of the em
given that the resurrection is the miraculous act, not the disappearance ofthe b
mean much. However, conservative scholars such as N T Wright have claimed th
tomb, with lesus’ disappearance after death and the resurrection appearances i
critical look at the actions and words of early Christian communities.

Ultimately, there is potentially something to the zeal of the early Church whan ¢
reveals that even if it were focused on the meaning of the resurrection appeara
events that triggered an outpouring of faith in Jesus despite his death. Thus, we
tomb, even if we might guestion the historicity of the Gospel narratives. Wheth
set of alternative events, or a kind of mass hysteria among the disciples, there is
naturalistic explanations for the empty tomb narratives in the Gaspels. Yet, we a
seriously the possibility that beneath this fervour, something extraordinary migh
always struggle to explain either scientifically or historically. '

% Quick Quiz

1. What philosophical and scientific moverent began o offer challenges tc»
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries? :

2. Which philosopher criticised belief in miracie
testimony? :

conceptual and &

3. What Greek philosopher surrection was simply a refashior%
4. Who = G -w:nfés%gree moved lesus’ body to a tomb after A
5 W spel narratives agree was the main figure 1o discover the

6.  What writer defends the empty tomb narratives, holding there are no ot

explanations for lesus’ missing body?

7. What writer remains sceptical of the resurrection, while recognising the 3
good alternative explanation for the empty tomb? f

Y 8. Give three potential figures or groups who might have moved lesus’ bod'
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What vou will learn in this section:

The different interpretations and beliefs around ethics in the Gospel of Luke, inc

e An analysis of key ethical passages and parables, including the Sermonon t
Samaritan, the parables of the lost and the parable of the rich man and Laze

&  The key ethical themes present within these parables and how Luke may ha\
through editing and selection of historical sources.

e  The relationship between lesus and fudaism in the first century and how th :
teaching in Luke,.

®  The impact and influence ethics in the Gosp

n Christian ethics tog

Starter Activity:
Read through ¢
before, b
compare

vod Somaritan {Luke 10:25-37). It is fikely 1o
g of this passage match your memory or expeactati
a5 to your studies as you progress through this section.

Mame lon Howard Marshaoll
Born 1934
Died 2015
Key text Luke: Historian and Theologion (1970)
Marshall was o well-regarded theslogion whose work in the
Why are they century focused extensively on the Mew Tastament. He is kno
important? as ¢ historian against excessive redaction criticism, which ofte
obsessed with rewriting traditional eschatology and ethics wi

Mame Frank Matera

Born 1942
Died N/A

Passion Norratives and Gospel Theologies: inferpreting the Syn
Key texi Stories {1986)

A well-known biblical scholar who has written extensively on th
Why are they . . . :
. Luke focuses on his use ond reinterpretation of Matthew again
important?

Gentiles.

introduction ~ Ethics in the bospels

While the Gospels contain a great focus on the figure
most part our everyday concern with the Bibied
guidance on how to live our fives. In
have proved most memora :
multiple rein
with Christ

: nd how his actio

B AR08
(855

--uospef narratives. It is fitting thus that the final
nd how the Gospels impart ethical acvice. Z

However, thisis a more complex issue than you might imagine. Although on one§
understand the ethical teaching of the Gospels than the theological teaching, the
to lesus” ethics which is easy to overlook. The way in which Jesus presents moral:
throughout each of the Gospels and the subtext, or context even, of his ethical t
how we understand it. We will see this issue particularly when we come to look
in the Gospel of Luke.

2

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Testament Page 86 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




But more broadly, there is the question of how Jesus frames his ethical teaching
appear to be gquite radical moral laws or propositions, is he attempting to subve
seeking something closer to a renewal of lewish Law, a reinterpretation that cha
Testament and the ethical guidance contained within it? These questions we sh
we sometimes forget that the ethics of Christian tradition didn’t come to us fully:

assumptions about the unigueness of the Christian faith and the way theclogiang

distanced themselves from lesus’ lewish roots.

Of course, trying to deal with hiblical ethics in its entirety would be a task beyond
For the purposes of this course, we will be focusing on the Gospel of Luke, which,
themes and issues, you may have gathered to be a Gospel also guite rich in ethics.
us perform a quick overview of Luke and how its passag a rather unigue

The Gospel of Luke and Christian Eth

Luke has often been regards
contains large

wew Testament scholars to have a partic
xaching that are not present in the other Gosp
to be spome imemorable ethics in Christian tradition. The Anthology a
focuses on ¥ varticularly interesting passages as listed below. E
e Luke 10:25-37 — The parable of the good Samaritan

Luke 15:1-32 — The three parables of the lost
&  Luke 16:19-31 — The parable of the rich man and Lazarus

These passages all cccur during what is sometimes called the ‘travel narrative’ ind

unique Lukan material from 9:51-19:47 that connects lesus’ travel to lerus
soteriological teaching along the way. Some of Luke’s most distinctive ethics are
Testament scholars noting how lesus” moral teachings in Luke display a univer
Synoptic Gospels, which tend to present lesus’ teachings as being focused on
people. We will also examine this theme in the context of the Sermon on the
compares to its counterparts in the Synoptics.

For exampie, in Matthew there is seen 1o be a strong focus on how ethics relate
commurity as a whole. in the Sermon on the Mount {the longer equivalent 1o th
Jesus states how he has not come to abolish the Law but to fulfil it, positioning
continuation of that in the Old Testament {see Matthew 5:17-20}. Luke doesn’t
but in the Sermon on the Plain the connection between Jewish Law and Christia
Luke often seems preoccupied with the fulfilment of Qld Testament prophecy th
and faith in Christ as a continuation of faith in Israel.

Salvation, Repentance, and the Mission Statement

he Gospel, Jesus’ *
inistry in Luke sees.

So, what does Luke stress with his ethics then? Well,
universal and inclusive atmosphere to it. The
the mission statement, with the mos

“The Spirit of the Lo

3 news to the poor.

12 to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

of sight for the bfind,

to set the oppressed free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” {Luke 4:18-19 NIV}

You can see here that the initial focus of Jesus’ ministry seems to be on those w%

This focus continues throughout Luke and many scholars have detected certain
prevalent in the other Gospels. But this focus not on a particular group such as t
deserving betrays Luke’s universalism, with the message uitimately being that sg
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repent. We will see the complexities of this idea emerge as we progress through
particular emphasises this theme, pointing out that lesus in Luke primarily calls A
new, dawning age of salvation. This is in contrast with lohn and to some extent
new age of salvation as springing from the coming of a new massiah, rather tharé
repentance. For Matera, Luke’s eschatology emerges out of him using and reinte;
source, while injecting his own focus on repentance. In other words, Luke’s und

intimately constructed around his ethics. :

Thus, lesus” interaction with the Old Testament Law is less important than how his§
detailing of creation and salvation history. Yet, it is also still a factor in Luke and w
in more detail at the end of this section when we talk about lesus’ relationship to §
it is useful to note Luke’s preoccupation with how individug Z
this in previous sections when exploring eschatolo ‘
consistent with this theme. Many parabl
rather than the group. For exampl:
else, and the richmana
Wwe an see ol

such as Zac

on and the resurs
gividual rather than the co
sbies of the last it is the lost individné
on the fortunes of people in relation to
also emerge in Luke’s description of smaller charactes:
19:1-10 or Mary and Martha in Luke 10:38-42. Z

But fet’s turn back to the mission statement for a moment. What also emergesb
his emphasis on Jesus’ ministry serving those who were traditionally outcast or ny
were considered disreputabie by all spheres of society in the first century CE, such
be part of the crowds and company following Jesus {e.g. Luke 5:30, 15:1}). What
non-judgement and forgiveneass being part of the repentance act for Luke. For Je
one should not attempt o judge others, this being the sole reserve of God. As si
Luke not as present in the other Gospels. We can see this emerge particularly in
it be Mary or Martha, Mary Magdalene or even the sinner who anointed the feet
are encouraged to participate in the spiritual iife Jesus offers at a time when wor
inferior and refused teaching by rabbis. :

Wealth and Reversal

However, perhaps the most radical element of Jesus’ ethical teaching in Luke is t
poor. it is explicitly stated in Luke 4:18 that the Gospel is preached for the mater
Matthew, who refers to the ‘poor in spirit’ (Matt 5:3). This special interest in poy
Gospel, with fesus encouraging others — for example, at Luke 14:11-13 ~to ado
Equally, fesus in Luke is often harsh towards those who are materially rich, as we
rich man and Lazarus. While wealth itself is not demonised, the Jesus of Luke ofts
as an obstacle to the fully realised spiritual life. Moregver, the idea of reversal is
teachings, which refers to the overturning of the present order, where the poor §

Similarly, thinking about Luke’s eschatology a bat mo :
connected toa mrt;cu!ar vision of the Kin e ethxcai demands 1655
whether one interprets this in &
horizon against which Jesus makes hig
S not just a reflection of individual duty, but a re;
Kingdom o ind of people who are destined to occupy it. This is th
those who ble and who have fread themselves of material possessions &

experience good fortunes in the coming kingdom.

So, aitogether we've seen four key ethical ideas emerge through our initial anal
judgement, forgiveness, and reversal. We've also seen how these ideas connect
Christology and how they are universally directed towards anyone who is willing
teachings, especially if they are poor, outcast, marginalised or oppressed. Some
between Luke’s universalism and his preference for the poor but thereisa key f
between the ethical conditions for salvation and the cultural conditions. tcan b
the strictest ethical conditions for salvation {as we shall see with the disciples), b
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Many scholars as such have argued that the author of Luke was attempting to ap§
that includes the Jews and the Gentiles. As always, there is potentially 3 anering
it’s worth thinking about using redaction criticism when analysing the passages i
what was the author attempting to impart by including this particular passage, a
important to his audience? For there are some very recognisable parables in this,
and meaning might still surprise you.

Discussion Activity: ;
Does Luke’s ethics appear fo be more radical in tone than in the other Gospels? ¢
scripture more thon scholars tend to emphasise? Discuss in pairs or small groups.

SR

Jesus’ Moral Teaching

€, but it's time to look at &
“Not all are reflected in each paraby
ermon on the Plain, which, like the miss :
don of Jesus’ ministry. With that in mind, let’s go ahy

So far, we've noted some key elements
detail and see how they reflect thy

The Sermonsh

If you have read through the Sermon gn the Mount in Matthew, it might seem a
bit of a disappointment by comparison. There is no lengthy analysis of Jewish La
features such as the Beatitudes, though they are changed and truncated in Luke
scholars, though, is the fact that both Matthew and Luke have some version of €
extensive discussions about whether Matthew and Luke were aware of each oth
course that might vary depending on when each has been judged to have beeny
Luke to have been written iater than Matthew, it could be that Luke is purposeﬂé
summarised version of the Sermon that better fits his Gospel. Alternatively, both
independent source on Jesus’ teachings.

But we can instantly see a major difference in the location Jesus chooses to teaf.:t:*}s
the set of passages that precedes the Sermon in Luke: :

He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his G
great number of people from alf over judea, from Jerusalem, and from the
and Sidon, who had come to hear him ond to be healed of their diseases. T,
spirits were cured, and the people all tried to touch him, because power wg
healing them aff. {Luke 6:17-19 NIV} 5

First, we can note that Jesus’ ethical teaching is deeply connected to his works.
depicted as ethics in practice. But the most Important change is that Jesus does
he descends to & ‘level place’. This arguably indicates a mg alitarian picture &
the needy or sick but is equal among them, willingy .ddwn to a human Ee\é: COPYRIGHT
by placing lesus on high, Matthew s : sresent fesus as the Messial PROTECTED
possibie, though, that Luke wish ewish nationalistic overtones of
more to a Gentile audi 5

Neverthele this descent that Jesus delivers his version of the Beatitude
is that the bi®Rgs in Luke are shorter than in Matthew and are much more mate
example, of the ‘poor in spirit’ whereas Luke talks of those who hunger, who are
will be the ones to be blessed under the new Kingdom of God. But equally, what L :
often termed the ‘'woes’, as he criticises those who are rich, well fed, and uncaring:
claims will be condemned and suffer the same way as those who are poor and op

‘But woe to you who are rich,
for you have already received your comfort.
Woe to you who are well fed now,
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for you will go hungry.

Woe to you who lough now,

Ffor vou will mourn and weep.

Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.” {Luke 6:24-26 N

This highlights Luke’s focus on reversal and wealth. A good, righteous life is not \

spirituality but acting to right the wrongs that currently exist in the world. Thus,
gather weaith while other people remain poor and hungry. :

withhold vour s

you, ; back.” {Luke 6:29-30 NIV}

This is interesiing as Jesus here is much more focused on
worldly life than in Matthew. in particular, Luke 6:30
highlights the importance of charity and giving up one’s
wealth. In contrast, Matthew seems much more focused
on loving one’s enemies as an issue of interpretation of
the Law. This is a point stressed by Matera, who argues
that Luke takes a very different approach from Matthew
for a variety of reasons. The first is that the ethics in Luke
are largely built on a reinterpretation of Mark, where tha
author is refocusing Jesus’ teaching onto the cali to
repentance, the reversal of fortunes, the correct use of
material goods, loving one’s neighbour and the arrival of
the Kingdom of God.

Yet Matera also stresses that we see these differences between Luke and Matth
interesting in presenting lesus as a mode! for life, a person who Christians shoul
discipleship upon. This is a radical call, as we can see from analysing the Sermon
presenting lesus as not just insisting on spiritual change, but real material chang
of reciprocity is not a scriptural issue but an ethical and eschatological gne. Peo
lives not because it is the correct interpretation of the Law {although Luke is still
because fesus is emphasising the importance of a good ethical life in and of itsel
Kingdom of God. :

We can see this emphasis in the rest of the ! Plain, which mirrors £
we have a sermon on judging oth

parables a tree and its fruit -
can note that Matthend
luke. Inf

relationshi

foolish builders. These contain simi
: a small verse about Jesus’ relationship to th\
He Sermon on the Mount, Matthew continually relates
aw, whareas Luke’s shorter summary largely chooses 1o ove

Activity:
Reod through the Sermon on the Plain and the Sermon on the Mount side by side;
Can you identify any contrasting or contradictory passages we haven't covered
reflect broader differences between Luke and Motthew? :
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Parable of the Good Samaritan

Moving on, we can begin our examination of three key parables in Luke. The firs
undoubtedly heard of, the parable of the good Samaritan. It is often presented ¢
and heip one ancther, even if it seems to be an inconvenience. But analysing the
great deal of nuance you might not have picked up hefors.

2

The parable begins with a lawyer, or ‘expert in the law’ (NIV} asking lesus a ques
life. This is likely to have been a person with great expertise in the first five book
other religious and legal affairs of the time, and we can see this expertise in his s
rhetorical question. Yet, the broader tone of the parable and lesus’ reply sugges
lawvyer has failed to understand the overall meaning and « ge of the Law. In
simply follow the Law has a rhetorical flourish to it y challenging th
ed onto the defence §

it is interestin word for ‘neighbour’ in Greek {(ho lesion) we
SOMeone w Yiply somecne whao lives next door, but a person in the wi
response s ; ®sing this particular meaning of the word, not just thinking abo
another. More importantly, though, for lewish people at the time, the belief wag
someone in the Jewish community. For many lewish people are likely to have cog

the furthering of the fortunes of Israel, and not necessarily the wider world.

This is highlighted by Jesus’ parable, which he uses to illustrate the notion that o
univarsal. Consider the two people whao first pass the injured man on the road: ti
these people would be expected to keep ceremonial purity, which they would tr
person {see Leviticus 21:1}. Of course, they don't know whether the injured maﬂ%
that they don’t want to risk this. Furthermore, the crowd may well have anticipas
that an ordinary Jewish person would be the third person to come along and hel
that lesus was known at this point for attacking the religious authorities. In this

been thought by the crowd to be an attack on religious hypocrisy, !

However, Jesus reveals that the third person to come along was a Samaritan, ar

been a radical, shocking reveal to the Jewish audience. Many lewish communiti
resentment for the Samaritans, who despite their partially shared religious and
them as pagans. Mareover, Jesus has the Samaritan escort the man on foot {the
donkey} and paying two denarii {rations and accommodation have been estimat
and one twelfth of a denarius) towards his recovery. In this way, lesus counters
cut that a neighbour is not someone who shares cultural or religious affinities, b
who helps and cares for sameone regardless of ritual or belief.

‘Which of these three do vou think was o neighbor

muon who fell intc%
The expert in the low replied, ‘The on Ty c;n him.’ '

Jesus told him, ‘Go and do 10:26-37 NIV}
r of important ethical sentiments at play in thi

rsal and not simply restricted to one's religious or cultura
with fesus’ ¢ Mations in the Sermon of the Plain, in particular Luke 6:27, ... Loy
those who hate you” (NIV). However, there are questions here also about Jesus’
relationship to Cld Testament Law. is Jesus arguing the lawyer should reinterpre
new kind of Law altogether? While lesus does not refute the importance of the
important aspects of it are the underlying moral principles, not its mere letters.
scholars have detected a shift in Luke again away from recognition of the Law as;
perhaps reflecting the author’s attempts to appeal 1o a2 wider non-lewish commg%;{

Thus, we cag
others sho
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Parables of the Lost

The parables of the lost consist of three parables Jesus delivers in a row to the 't
gathered around him. It should be noted from the cutset that tax collectors wer
communities because they were viewed as enablers of Roman rule. The taxes th
benefit of religious authorities but the Roman governors, who would have used
and guards garrisoned throughout Judea. Thus, the Jlewish people saw thesa tax
cppression and as such it would be common for rabbis and other religious authg
them, let alone teach them as Jesus does in these parables. However, the audie
for the parables focus on the joys and virtues of repentance, and who needs to r,
sinned? importantly, lesus overturns the irony of refusing to engage with peopl

Let’s consider the first parable, the parable of the lost, is employs a me
would understand, and it can be understoo avice used by Jesus
through the parables of the lost. T st'af the parable is Jesus arguin
his fost sheep is analogous 1o ;
end, which focu
rejoicing in : rie sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteou

’

repent. N Boes this highlight the ;mpormnw of rep@ntanf@ but it shows

The same motif runs through the parable of the lost coin. Fora
poor person the loss of a silver coin would be a serious matter, and
the search for repentance is painted as such. Similarly to the
previous parable, the emphasis is that God actively searches for
people to repent; he is not simply expecting observation of the Law
as in Jewish tradition, but is wholly concerned with the salvation of
human beings, of which repentance is the essential element.

We see this in the final parabie, the parable of the lost son, which
elaborates on the themes of love, redemption and repentance
highlighted in the previous parables. it begins with two brothers,
one older, one younger, with the younger asking his father for his share of his es
the father of land or capital rather than income, which under lewish tradition w
Thus, we naturally conclude that the younger son was given a large sum of mon
squanders immediately. This means when the famine arrives and his money is g
kindness of strangers and becomes destitute, relying on the meagre offerings a
that for lewish people at this time, pigs were considered unclean, so this job wo
hurnitiating, and the fact he desired the pods the pigs were eating means therg |
the younger son was stealing to survive.

parables. T

father's re us oniy that of love,

We can also contrast the father’s response 1o that of the older brother, who ang
decision to welcome back his younger brother. His stance here perhaps mirrors
authorities, who may be overly focused on justice and cbservance. But Jesus wa
virtues of repentance above all, stressing that salvation is far more important th
states as much in his response to his older son, stressing that with his younger s¢
lost and everything has been gained. Thus, we not only see the importance of reg
parables, but also a focus on the importance of a spiritual life over material Weat
important as one’s connection and closeness to God. f

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 3: New Tesiament Page 92 of 97

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus

The final parable we shall look at comes at the end of Chapter 16 and is perhaps
eschatological and radical ethical parables. Although it is unique to Luke, scholar
may be adapling an older stary, as the theme of a sinful rich man and a virtuous
either way the parable presents one of Jesus’ strongest challenges to those who
that they necessarily have to use their wealth in an honourable and righteous fa
eternal punishment. In this sense, it's the clearest example of reversal in Luke.

But the picture Jesus draws of the rich man would have been a hyperbolic one f
mast expensive dyes in first-century Palestine and this with the mention of fine
likely to have lived In very great tuxury. This is in contrast to Lazarus, a name poi
name Eieazar, which means ‘God has helped’. His mi
descriptions of sores and his hunger, such t
is said about the religious lives of eith
virtuous, as he is carried by a ;

npiled at the end of the
m’s side while the rich man is sent

ironic is that even in Hades the rich man assumes t
shows that W5 torment, he still believes in the vaiues of earthly life, wh
given him coM®ST over others. He cannot accept that his change in fortunes is pe
down by Abraham, who informs him that this reversal cannot be unreversed. Th
good while living his life of luxury, and the power it gave him, have now gone, a
prosperity. The second irony occurs when the rich man asks Abraham to send La
them of his fate. Abraham of course reminds him that Moses and the prophets i
principles of how people should live their lives, so what further education shouEd

However,

This is an important ethical point in Luke, which is partially Hustrated in other ﬁc'
guestions about the continuity between Jesus and the Law. It’s a relationship w
areas of Luke, but here it takes centre stage when considering the importance oﬁ
wealth. The rich man obviously throughout his life thinks of wealth as a reward a
spending contravenes observance of the Law. If he did think so, he wouldn’t hav
brothers in Luke 16:30, But Abraham points out to him that the Law has always
righteous, and how can one embody these virtues if one lets a person starve ang
have all the means to intervene and help them?

There is a tension here perhaps between the last set of parables, talking about t
parabie of the rich man and Lazarus, which talks entirely of condemnation for th
not righteous. But there is an important link here because, even in his torment,
of his own volition. Instead, he is focused on his agony and his thoughts about t
doesn’t understand that he has behaved unethically and so can’t understand wh
warn people. So, we see the same kind of idea emerge, that one’s moral convict
observance, and repentance is a matter of personal rectitude .not simply doing

the ethics of Luke a

Beyond this point, there is a further point to be m ;
wy he themes of reversal and

eschatology. tan Marshall in particul

and ethics, t ingdom of God is linked to teachings of repentance and reversa
in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. :

in this sense, Marshall notes the complexity of Luke’s ethics and eschatology. As
eschatology, the ethical project of Jesus” ministry in Luke is aimed both at those
who can repent in the future, who can embody the kind of discipleship shown in:
of God is not just a future reality but a ruling of God aver individuals. Thus, Mars)
just a set of static moral principles, but a fundamental ethical outlook that will go
and recognise the realisation of the Kingdom of Gad both in the present and the
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The Relationship of Jesus to Judaism

Thraughout our analysis so far, we've primarily logkad at the key ethical themes
themes is a broader question about how Jesus’ ethics related to ludaism and Jew
particular, we can ask the guestion, was Jesus seeking a renewal of the jewish fa
with a new faith? This can be a bit of a loaded guestion. Jesus was a lew and, un
ministry in the context of Judaism at the time. Yet, as we saw with the discussio
what degree lesus was seeking a separation from Jewish traditions at the time. |
authorities and the more radical elements of his teaching mean that in an impor
ordinary lew. in fact, his persecution by members of his own faith should be evi

us’ ministry whe
ewish’ of the Gos
fradition and Law. B
ns of ethics are more contained
“into issues of wealth or material inequali
es and has a distinct concept of reversal tied t

But each of the Gospels has a slightly different perspective
Judaism. We've noted in this section how Matthew is
ethical teaching, often framing it within the
conservative in its interpretation of
spiritual life and are not as ra;
how Luke isre

So which pid right? Scholars such as E P Sanders have argued for a more Je
ministry, holding that the image of Jesus in Matthew is probably the most accur
concerned with a renewal and continuation of the Jewish faith rather than a spli
more radical scholars such as Dominic Crossan have often pointed towards the n
elements of lesus’ ministry, holding that Jesus must have been presenting some
otherwise it would have made little sense for him to be persecuted. Moreover, |
imagine more revolutionary Jewish figures emerging out of the occupation of Ju
hold more radical ethical ideas.

Jesus’ Ethics and the Gospel of Mark

At heart, the problem is one of context. Do we presume lesus held views closer
communities at the time, or do we emphasise him as a figure who transcended t
degree? Let's think about this problem against the background of Luke. Although
than Matthew, its depiction of Jesus is still likely to be as historically accurate. Bg
off Mark and a number of shared sources, otherwise we wouldn’t have chapters:
Sermon on the Mount/Plain. Yet, it is clear that Luke is interpreting these source
is more likely that Luke is offering a reinterpretation of Mark rather than trying t

RO

But what is interesting about Marlk is that Jesus’ ethics is not prominent throught
portraying lesus as the Messiah and the eschatological ramifications of his arriv
redeveloping Markan eschatology, but also weaving in a more fully realised vers
narrative, The differences between Luke and Matthew are a matter of not only i
into Mark but crafting a unified picture of Markan es nd Lukan ethics.
between Luke and Matthew can be understooni b h are drawing on sim
different interpretations of lesus’ ethi hey connect to his eschatg
isn’t exactly possible if one is o heologically rich account of Jesus™ m

ferent readings of fesus’ ethics. But this doesn’t ne
one is wro r, Jesus may well have taught parables that, gathered togeth
a unified worty view. He might have taught things early an in his ministry that w
most importantly, his relationship to Judaism might have changed through his m
oppressed by the religious authorities. If holding lesus to be sormewhat human,
figure repeating the same ethical teaching to different crowds. We have to cons
dynamic individual, responding to social conditions of the time and the people h
seen this in part by talking about how the ethical parables are crafied for the au

50, what w
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The Jewish Hement in Jesus’ Ethics

With that in mind, let’s think about Jesus’ ethics in Luke against his discussion of
Jesus is not asking people 1o transgress the Law in Luke. The parabie of the rich
that Luke’s Jesus is relating his ethics to Jlewish ethical tradition at the time. But
talks about the Law, it is less concerned with interpretation of the Law and morg,
virtues underneath, which are key for repentance and living a righteous life. Ma
virtues, but also often takes pains to illustrate Jesus’ observance to the Law and
the context of its teachings. 5

There are a few explanations for this. Perhaps Luke was writing 1o a mixed Jewis A
wanted Jesus’ ethical teaching to appeal 1o a wider audien 12 same is true of
writing for a primarily lewish audience and 50 cot more concerned
continuation of lewish tradition. But Luke a phasised by Marshall
correctly as a radical who did in somgé ert Jewish expectations foram
about universal salvation, W draw from our analysis of the conflicts a
minisiry may w oth religious and political authority in first-c
lesus was arenewal of the lewish faith then perhaps it is more diffi
plotted his &

If this is the case, then maybe Luke is recording Jesus’ ethics faithfully and Matth
steps to try to reconcile them with lewish Law. As such, Matthew might be resp
Jewish-Christian communities that lesus was too much of a firebrand to be acce
way, it Is still important to note that both Luke and Matthew still root Jesus’ tea
Law. Neither paint Jesus as being concerned with the beliefs of their communitie;
trying 1o develop a deeper understanding of what the Law means, not just what
can be potentially interpreted as a matter of degree rather than change; an atte
of lesus which hold a universal appeal beyond Jewish communities, while still re
of Jesus’ ministry.

Discussion Activity:
Do you believe that Jesus in Luke is sesking o renewal of the Jewish faith? Or i3
transformation? Discuss in pairs or small groups.

The Bible and Modern Christian Ethies

We've analysed different views on the interpretation of Jesus’ ethical teaching in
to Jewish traditions and beliefs during his ministry. But there are broader question
Luke’s ethics affected Christian befiefs in the past and how we should interpret Lu
important aspect to focus on is the universalism present throughout Luke. Foriti
cultural background is not an obstacle to salvation. Ye plored in the tens
this was not always assumed, and early Christiz :
and Christians second. Moreover, if | :
it, does this mean that he w

renewal of the lewish fait
id to the belief that the lsraelites wer

{o answer from our modern vantage point, Howeve
universalis carries forth into John, the Gospel written latest out of ali t
we can note over time that elements of universalism began to drift into Christiar
there began to be converts not just among Jewish groups but Gentile ones also. §
Luke as endorsing a broadly egalitarian {focused on equality} and pluralistic pers
that potentially has a deeper interpretation for modern Christianity.

These are

Let’s think about this in a bit more detail. We've noted before that Luke greatly ¢
poor, marginalised and oppressed throughout his Gospel. This has included ever
tax collectors, and the message of lesus” ministry is arguably that salvation is avz
it. Moreover, we’ve analysed on an authorial leve! how Luke appears to be writin
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but a non-lewish one alsc. These factors indicate that fesus’ ethical teaching is £
equal. There are not any innate special characteristics that set apart some peopl
compared to others, although such beliefs have been proposed in Christian view
that Luke is vary concerned with equality, and if we extrapolate that idea to our
world, we might well argue for a more radical egalitarianism than we typically firg

The same is true of pluralism. The fact that Luke attempts to perhaps distance le:
well endorse a kind of religious pluralism that doesn’t focus on religious, politicay
wouid be a radical reading indeed, but in Luke we might find the seeds of a stan
universal call to repentance rather than anyone having to follow the ethical cod
Law of Moses). in other words, how we read Jesus’ relationship to Judaism in Go
we interpret the relationship of Christianity to other religi it a broader level

Finally, we might think about Luke’s id

considerin
importanc en reading Luke, but broader ideas of redistribution an
wealth, All 1188 deas of course are dependent on a particular reading of Luke,
think about not just how the ethics in Luke reflect the context of beliefs in first-¢
context should be interpreted when thinking about Christian ethics in our world

e Quick Quiz

1. What three parabies focus on the joys and virtues of repentance in E.uke*’%f

2. What theme is displayed in Luke throughout Jesus’ ethical teaching, whi
of salvation for all people?

3. What s the eguivalent in Luke to the Sermon on the Mount?

5.  What theological field does lan Marshall argue that the ethics in Luke sh:;s:s
context of? :

6.  What theme is particulariy highlighted in the parable of the rich man an A

7. What ethnic group were the Jewish people often hostile to, which is fea '

f
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
¥ 4. Whichis the more ‘lewish” of the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew or Luke?
i
§
i
i
i
i
i
! famous parable in Luke?
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&.1:
1.

2. The moral approach is not concernad with theological meaning, but instead disco
beneath biblical narratives.

3. Barth's use of ‘witness’ refers not just to the Bible's recording of God's revelatory a
comimunicate this revelation to the readar. E

4. The process of stripping myths from the biblical text in order that its mythological
from its other philosophical and theological teachings.

5. Kerygma :

6. Afield of philosophy that deals with questions about g and nature of hy

7. Therational approach : 3

8. The literary approach

5.1

1.

2.

3. Repentart

4. Futurist eschatology

5. CHDodd

6. It typically refers to beliefs concerning the Second Coming of Jesus Christ,

7. Imminent eschatology is used to refer to forms of eschatology that believe that a
very near future, if not immediately.

4. Inaugurated eschatology

5.2: Why Did Jesus Have to Die?

1. Caiaphas 5. The Temple Cleansing

2. The lews 6.  RA Culpeppsr

3. Pontius Pilate 7. ERkin

4. King of the lews 8. Sanhedrin

5.3: The Crucifixion and Resurrection in Luke

1. Atonement 5. Fulfilment

2. Salvation history 6. The suffering servant

3. innoccence motif 7. The physical resurrection

4. |saizh and Psalms

6.1: Scientific and Historical-critical Challenges

1. The Enlightenment 5. Mary Magdalene

2. David Hume 6.  Frank Morison

3. Celsus 7.

4. loseph of Arimathea 2

6.2: How Should We Live?

1. The parables of the 5. Eschatology

2. Universall 6.  Reversal

3. 7. Samaritans

4.

Ways of Interpreting Scripture
The aliegorical approach searches for the deeper, underlying meaning within bibli
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