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Teacher’s Introduction

Welcome to your pack of practice exam papers for the AQA Paper 1 — Governme

of the specification.

This pack contains four practice exam papers, all of which = :rthe
specification range for Government and Politics of /': U | ;ﬁfhuy follow a
very similar style to that of the actual exaz 2o 1 .nis means there is
a total of three questions that m .« 3 + = sered, splitinto three
sections. Students will arx = . . . arme-mark guestions in Section A,

- () - &) and AO2 (analysis) skills. The next two
!n A03 (evaluation). Section B will involve a 25-mark
essay questid@®ith an unseen source, while Section C will contain a
choice of two 25-mark essay questions without sources.

A comprehensive teacher’s section is included, providing answers to the exam g
mark schemes. These mark schemes contain a level mark scheme to determine
along with the specific AO1, AO2 and AO3 learning skills that should be present

use in answering each question.

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates

C ¢ & ycdremail address to receive any future free
1 :wade to this resource or other politics resources you
has purchased, and details of any promotions for you

*resulting froim minor specification changes, suggestions from teacher:
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers
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ZigZag Practice Ex
Supporting A Leve

Government and Politics of the UK

Exam Paper A

Name

Time allowed:

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

2 hours

INSTRUCTIONS

e Use a black pen.

®  Answer all questions from Sectiza & 7

e  Answer the question fro o ech b

e Answer either. .\, '%.’.i'i’; ! :'_;jr'dﬁhestion 6 from Section C.

£ X

o SR
INFORMA Ve
° Marks are shown in brackets.

e The maximum mark for the paper is 77.
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Section A: Short Questions
Answer question 1, question 2 and questio

1)  Explain and analyse three functions of Parliament.

2)  Explain and analyse three significant consec: < - ¢ Efof devolution fo:

3)  Explain and analyse thre - 5 ‘o réferendums and their impact ¢

Section B: Source Question
Answer question 4 after reading the extract b

The right to vote will be extended to people aged 16 and 17 in some Wels
proposals to be announced this week. The move would bring the country
where 16-year-olds can already vote in Scottish elections. Despite cross-p
member’s bill introduced in November failed to gather enough parliamen
government policy on general elections, where voters must be 18. We rec
what they thought of the idea of reducing the voting age. Here is what so

When we turn 16 we are trusted with responsibilities such as consenting t
lottery tickets, marrying or registering a civil partnership.AIt is absolutely a
these responsibilities without letting them have asa: . ‘hetr own future.
government will often affect younger generatva f . ,f”nore than the older
of the baby boomers in voting means . Ohues ‘they support get looke
government had to be held *f\ e Y G uy a Earger age demographic, it mi
like cutting the edurc, s :t Y2l “for example. it is our future and we sho
e, ) < e ‘are denied the right to have a say on policies th
such as on Eévco ) nimum wage and zero-hours contracts. We are the ones
rising university fees yet we have to sit and watch an older generation, m
university for free, make that decision for us.

(https.//www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/jan/29/have-faith-in-ot:

4) Analyse, evaluate and compare the arguments in the above article ove
and 17-year-olds.

Section C: Essay Question

Answer either question 5 or question 6. Include rel~vant content froz
TIF o s

Either
5) ’Constltutional mf

1997 have helped modernise British poli:

6) ‘The introduction of the UK Supreme Court has had no effect on dem
this statement.
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Exam Paper B

Section A: Short Questions
1) Explain and analyse three factors that favour the major political parties in t
2) Explain and analyse three areas of UK law in which the EU has had an imp
3) Explain and analyse three functions of the prime minister in the UK.

AO1 =6 marks, AO2 =3 marks.

. AOZ (i

aatés m—depth knowledge of political idea

1 :,upports analysis of the issues with careful choice o

~ reasoning and appropriate examples, where necess
political ideas, institutions and systems.

o AO2 (analysis)
Well-structured and organised answer on three cle
focused on the question at hand and is authoritativ
and relevant to the question.

e AO1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates sound knowledge of political ideas, i
analysis of the issues with careful choice of knowle
comprehensive. Generally gives extensive reasonin
where necessary, that support knowledge of politic
Further detail may be required.

s AO2(analysis)
Mostly well-structured and orgax ‘sed answer on th
clearly focused on the ow .0 at hand. Answer is
question, thoug’* ay af - .és'be too descriptive.

e AO17. i1 s

o - a1ates a limited range of knowledge of poli

uystenmc;. Supports analysis of the issues with know
Limited use of reasoning and exampies to support
institutions and systems.

e AO2 (analysis)

Analysis rarely stretches beyond description and d
coherent. Structure and organisation are weak.

2

0 0 e No content worthy of marking.

Question 1: Explain and analyse three factors that favour the major political par

Indicative content
In explaining and analysing, students should attempt to outline some of the foll
e  Explanation and analysis of the first-past-the-post elector 4 system and ho
parties to achieve representation, such as UKIP’s 7.1 _al. fon votes in 2015

Explanation and anahmf“ el
votes from *he]r : ;x;“

o Expianaﬂon and ana1y51s of the media and the mcxeased representation tha
receive in relation to the others.

e  Explanation and analysis of the fact that the structure of Parliament is orga
parties, in that it is separated into government, usually made up of one par
government-in-waiting.

Practice Exam Paper for A Level AQA Politics Paper 1 Page 17 of 37

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Students should demonstrate that they understand any three factors that favour
more than three should not result in a better mark, but select the best-explained
appropriate and accurate should be rewarded. For each point explained, award
example, if only two points are mentioned, award a maximum of 6 marks.

Question 2: Explain and analyse three areas of UK law n - & h the EU has had

Indicative content P
In explaining and analysing, st.2 s L Suad attempt to outline some of the foll
T free movement of people and how this has
, = 5f EU citizens coming in.
o jd analvqlq of European courts and how they uphold EU trea
e Explanation and analysis of agriculture and fisheries, where the EU has aut
Factortame 1990 case.
e  Explanation and analysis of the social policy of the EU which all member st
specifically refers to workers’ rights.
e  Explanation and analysis of the role of Brexit. The Great Repeal Act, for exa
into UK law.

Students should demonstrate that they understand any three areas of EU influe
should not result in a better mark, but select the best-explained three. Any relev
accurate should be rewarded. For each point explained, award a maximum of 3
points are mentioned, award a maximum of 6 marks.

{e 1ainister in the UK

Question 3: Explain and analyse three functions 0";‘:”*« P. .‘

Indicative content

In explazmng and analy%v . = bhould attempt to outline some of the foll
n: 5 of'pohtlcal leadership, which includes shaping the
oo anaiyﬂs of national leadership, where in times of national

. Expianahon and analysis of appointing government ministers which may t
appointments or an entire reshuffle.

e  Explanation and analysis of chairing the cabinet, deciding which ministers
concerns addressed.

e  Explanation and analysis of managing the executive branch, including the
general organisation.

e  Explanation and analysis of prerogative powers, which include the deploym

e  Explanation and analysis of representing the UK internationally. The prime
diplomat for the UK when dealing with international allies, as Theresa Ma
Brexit negotiations, for example.

e  Explanation and analysis of the prime ministerial ﬁmrf‘ > tof fegislation. Th
the head of the majority party in Parhament

. i

Students should demonstrate that =, - H t kand any three functions of the pr
three shouid not resultin ~ . s N4 but select the best-explained three. Any
appropriate sagacc . < Luld be rewarded. For each point explained, award

o
example, if 119 ‘70 Iﬁom’(s are mentioned, award a maximum of 6 marks.
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Section B: Source Question
4) Analyse, evaluate and compare the arguments in the above article as to wh
legislature on the executive has increased in recent times.

AO1 =5 marks, AO2 =10 marks, AO3 = 10 marks.
‘ Level ‘ Mark ‘ Description

AO1 (knowledge)

>+ AhnOwledge. Points in the source are develo

AO2 (analysis)
Well-structured and organised answer, consistently
answering the question. Analysis is evenly weighe
Comparisons between key points are ciear and wel
based on well-chosen and clearly presented exampl.

e AQO3 (evaluation)
Sound evaluation leads to well-supported conclusi
and analysis. Pertinent points of view, which may i
are considered and evaluated in order to form logic

e AO1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates sound knowledge and understandin
and systems. Supports analysis of the issues with a

times not be comprehensive. Points in the source ar
though some could be developed turther.

e AO2 (analysis)
Clear answer, confair: i n .
4 16-20 question. Ar.» . s cvenly weighed and clearly ex
dev2 s | *_caaparisons between key points are cl
a4 aon pertinent examples, incorporating the sou
“ AO3 (evaluation)
Clear evaluation relates conclusions to the facts and
contain logical flaws. Pertinent points of view, whi
source, are considered and evaluated in order to fo
evaluation may need to be developed further.

e AO1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates a range of knowledge and understan
and systems. Supports analysis of the issues with k
present. Points in the source are developed with so
descriptive.

e AO2 (analysis)
3 11-15 Structured answer, consistently focused on answeri
limited analysis. Analysis is pre-- at, and not entire
knowledge is substitu'~4 ©. al sis. Comparison
with limited evi '~ av > sadgements may incorpo

P . ions related to the facts and analysis are pr
L cfaws. Pertinent points of view, which may contain
1 presented, although their use and logical links are |

tical points consiste

s

Practice Exam Paper for A Level AQA Politics Paper 1 Page 19 of 37

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Level | Mark Description

e AO1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates limited range of knowledge and understanding of political ideas,
institutions and systems. Supports analysis of the issues with knowledge, but factual
errors and extraneous points are present. Points in the source are developed with
some balance, but are mainly descriptive and lack support.

e AO2 (analysis)
2 6-10 Answer somewhat structured, with limited focus on tackling the question.
Analytical points are not entirely absent or one-sided, though tend
and often unsubstantiated. Comparison between key points is large
unclear. Analysis of the source is mainly descriptive.

e AO3 (evaluation)
Conclusions not entirely absent, but generally unrelated to the facts
presented. Pertinent points of view, such as those in the source, are
although without expanding or using them to support arguments.

o AOI (knowledge)
Demonstrates limited knowledge and under<*, - ding of political id
and systems. However, much of wh="} p, : nicd is inaccurate, ex
to support analysis. Pomte ink ou m,_,,«"ar"éxdeveloped descriptivel
attempt at balance 2
o AQ2{analiy: . g
Wi d1sorgamf~.ed tailing to tackle the question. Attemp
";descnpt;ve, unsubstantiated and imbalanced. Links between
¥ inclear. Analysis of the source is imbalanced and rare.
e AO3 (evaluation)
Conclusions, where included, are unrelated to facts and analysis. P
view, including those in the source, are largely absent.

0 0 e  No content worthy of marking.

Question 4: Analyse, evaluate and compare the arguments in the above article as to whether the
power of the legislature on the executive has increased in recent times.

Indicative content
In the analysis, evaluation and comparison of arguments, students should outline some of the fo
e Analysis and evaluation of the development of elective dictatorship and fhe current debate
whether Parliament can effectively check the executive. e
¢ Analysis and evaluation of the signiticance of the electio= o’ 5 :L
of Parliament. '
e Analysis and evaluation of the swmhc,ar*f
of Parliament. S d
e Analysis and evaluat;
power of the executiv :
e Analysis and evaluatioitof the significance of an increased number of minority governmen
e  Analysis and evaluation of the fact that there is still work to be done, exemplified by the re
outlined by Bercow.
e  Evaluation and comparison of the source and whether it supports the view that parliament
increased recently.
¢  Evaluation and comparison of the arguments made in the source and outside the source fo
parliament preventing elective dictatorship more effectively.
e Analysis, evaluation and comparison of the source, in the context of:
o  the author(s) of the source
O the type of source it is
o0  theidentifiable purpose of the source
o therelevance of the source to the question and broader issue and h - /it represents all si

; : ,';nrhittee chairs on the

: rth "V‘x famfvénch Business Committee on the scr

AdOO NOI1D4dSNI

‘gol'n it Lt time’ and how this affects the ability of Parliament
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e  Students should identify some of these points for this question.

In the case of this question, it is a written extract from Speaker John Bercow in 2
politically neutral. It is principally designed to inform and persuade. Reference
Bercow has been more proactive in increasing the power of backbenchers than s

Students should analyse by deciding which views expressed.i : the source supp
debate (AQ2). Evaluation should involve a judgement 5 ¢ ¢e ‘ectiveness of the
alternative arguments (AO3). The analysis a:-4 v, i ' awn should be closely rela
although further relevant argumert<. « - b .:;\,f::)frm\;ed from outside the source

,gnpost, just as the conclusion should clearly r
15 ¢ > ah the arguments in the source they cannot achieve a

The introduction shor-lc 4, f
students ca

Section C: #5say Question

5) ‘Representative democracy in the UK has significant weaknesses and shoul
form of democracy.” Analyse and evaluate this statement.

6) ‘Pressure groups contribute to less pluralist political participation in the U
statement.

AO1 =5 marks, AO2 = 10 marks, AO3 = 10 marks.

Description

e AO1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates in-depth and extensive knowledge an
institutions and systems. Supports analysis of the is
accurate knowledge.

e AO2(analysis) .
Well-structured and orenT sc ‘ m _rer, consistently
5 | 21-25 answering the o = o1 _* aaiysis is evenly weighed

A3 (evaluation)

~ Sound evaluation leads to well-supported conclusio
analysis. Pertinent points of view are considered and
logical arguments.

e AO1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding
systems. Supports analysis of the issues with accura
not be comprehensive.

e AO2 (analysis)

Clear answer, containing analytical points and consi
4 | 16-20 question. Analysis is evenly weighed and clearly exp
developed. Links between key points are clear and r
pertinent examples.

s AO3 (evaluation) i
Clear evaluation refate 6 <! c.ons to the facts and
logical flawe, ¢ v at points of view are considered

logi-a’ cilg_l ,;uif’é,’él.though the evaluation may be li
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Level | Mark Description

3 e AO1 (knowledge)

Demonstrates a range of knowledge and understand

and systems. Supports analysis of the issues with kn
s AO2(analysis)

Structured answer, Consmtentl . 1sed on answerin
11-15 limited analysxs Analy s S roens and not entirely
knowledge iswh 2 ;tcw for analysis. Links between

. “Condlusions related to the facts and analysis are pres
tlaws. Pertinent points of view are presented, althoug
limited.

e AO1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates limited range of knowledge and unde
institutions and systems. Supports analysis of the is
factual errors and extraneous points.
e AO2 (analysis)
2 6-10 Answer somewhat structured, with limited focus on
points are not entirely absent or one-sided, though te
unsubstantiated. Links between key points are largel

e AO3 (evaluation)
Conclusions not entirely absent, but generally unrela
presented. Pertinent points of view are mentioned, a
using them to support argume . 5.

. AO1 (}\710¢L7Z€dgc) ‘ =
Demonstr=l s dn ¢ . knowledge and understandin
5.t 5.vever, much of what is presented is ina

Qrrgi

:pw-rt'"éfnaly51s.

v " AO2 (analysis)
Answer largely disorganised, failing to tackle the qu
to be descriptive, unsubstantiated and imbalanced. L
unclear.

e AO3 (evaluation)

Conclusions, where included, are unrelated to facts a
view are largely absent.

0 0 | e No content worthy of marking.

Question 5: ‘Representative democracy in the UK has significant weaknesses an
direct form of democracy.” Analyse and evaluate this statement.

Indicative content

In analysing and evaluating, studentsshe'~  »n, /some + of the following poi

an L it representatlveb, which has been ¢

Analysis and evaluation of Lo ‘
e scandal of MPs’ expenses isa good exam

prebent the wﬂl ot *k 1

representatlve democragy can remove ty1a1my of the ma]onty, glvmg more
Analysis and evaluation of the fact that competition politically is a consequ
between parties and is healthy. It means that there is a platform for all voic
competition is close, parties will appeal to the middle ground and margina
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e  Analysis and evaluation of not being able to guarantee the will of politicians
not solely give their energy to representing constituents.
e  Analysis and evaluation of a tendency of representative democracies to allov
Leaving the decision-making to others can result in a lack of political interes
on the other hand, leaving the decisions to those who are more informed can
beneficiai to the most people.

include the first-past the -post electoral oy
not award students above a level i n o L4€S5 they have included synoptic link

L anfroduce the topic in a satisfying way, signposting th
3y with concise attention to the question. Any evaluation shoul

Question 6: ‘Pressure groups contribute to less pluralist political participation in
this statement.

Indicative content

In analysing and evaluating, students should identify some of the following poin

e  Analysis and evaluation of how insider status is significant in how much inf]
politically. This can only be achieved with close links to government official
have still been successful by using different methods.

e Analysis and evaluation of why wealth and the availability of financial resot
ability to exert political influence, an example being the » ethods used by th

amount of fundmﬂ
¢  Analysis and evaluation of me-
Greenpeace, are theen o 7,
easier {0 \;111 5

For m:,’mnce the faLt that they usually require pubhc bupport cannot be const
pluralism.

e  Analysis and evaluation of the fact that pressure groups can offer representa
groups, such as the Howard League for Penal Reform which represents pris
may be seen as contributing to a more pluralist political system in the UK.

e  Analysis and evaluation of pressure groups contributing to the ‘marketplace
this, where there is a platform for a range of different views and opinions to
institution. When these pressure groups influence and work with political p
pluralism can take place in UK politics.

There are areas of the specification more broadly which mav r late to the questio
include direct versus representative democracy or the ¢ .t ion. Do not award
unless they have included synoptic links. 1
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



