%’;:39 Politics AS and A Level | Edexcel | 8PLO/9PLO

Education

N—

UK Prime Ministers
1979-2024
From Thatcher to Sunak

for AS and A Level Edexcel Politics

Third Edition

zigzageducation.co.uk POD

Publish your own work... Write to a brief...
Register at publishmenow.co.uk

“% Follow us on X (Twitter) @ZigZagPolitics |

Photocopiable/digital resources may only be copied by the purchasing institution on a single site and for their own use



Contents

Product Support from ZigZag EAUCATION ..iucieeeeiiiiiimiiccimmiiicimmieceimmmecimmitcersmmmmsmmseeceessmmmsmmseseesmmmmammsesessmmmasmmsess ii
Terms and Conditions OF USE ...ovvviiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiniiciisniiiiiisisssssssssiisssssssmsssssisssassssmssssssssnsanssssssssssssnssssssnsnssssssnsssssssnns iii
Teacher’ s INTrOQUCTION vuuiicimrcccrssiiccimmsceersmmssiccnnrseeersmmssieanmseeeensnmsseemnnseeeesnnmsssnnsssssssennnsasussssssssennnsauussssssssnnnnsannsss 1
Margaret Thatcher (May 1979 — November 1990)......cc.ciereeeririmmeennnsssssesremneesnnssssesssesssesssassssssesssssssnssssssssssssesssansnssssssns 2
GOVERININE STYIE ottt rrersir e s es e s s erets e e s ko caateesaenetaeneeancaessea e ks exaas e e s ks £t e beaernesees ek e s et s Ro € ate e saeneraeneeneaeneaeneneneean 3
Crisis management: the Falklands CONTTT .ottt sen e st satsesbes s anesen s beeneneesmenennenenn 4
TaaY o Lot oL el d aT=l < oloT 2 Vo T2 1)V OSSPSR 4
R ATIONSIID WIEN EUIODE 1ottt e et ee e eeete e e etbeteabtseeeeasaeeeaatsaaansasa e e e seeseeassseaeseseseasses s ensseaaesnssaeaennssaeaasnanasessanesen 6
John Major (November 1990 — May 1997 ...cicimmiccimmmmsiciieccimmmmmsmmseccessmmmmammmeessssmmmmanmmsssssssemmmsammssssssssmmmsannss 7
Early Years: FOrZOTEEN SUCCESS? .oriiiieiiieiiiee it ccre s errcrens et e es et e tacaetoerabecaeneeabeaescssrseta s ernsscaanecabesensenemetaer ek e sacaatnerasnecaanessenarscnanne 8
Conservatives and EUroPe: @ Falal QiVISION .ottt r ettt s e eta e e s tas e sa s e s s estes e s s ensennabbneernenensensensanasansenesaeesnnenoes 9
Governing style: managerial Or CONSIIaINEUT .o et e e et e e saneratreercaeraeastmeraanecaanocrateesaenennens 10
DecliNg: 10NE MArCh 10 GETET ..ottt et h e e e bt e eeetstee e abeeeeesteeseesseneeassseaessseseanseteesssaaaesnssanaennsnaeeassenas 11
Tony Blair (May 1997 — JUlY 2007) ccceueeiiiiiiiiicimmiiiciimiiccimmiicimmstcemmmmcimmsocermmmcsmmsettessmmmsmmmseteessmmmssmmseseessmmmsns 12
=T LY Y o T4 11 1S SRS SRS 13
Governing style: prime mMiniStEr OF PreSIUBNTT ..ttt eetee e arstas e ser s eeteseesasbeseasereneessenessassessasasaessinensensnsssstnosnasessorsers 14
Foreign policy and the "War 0N TeITOI .. ettt e e et ca e res e bt e s et s bacraneeabts e rscnenmetserreaesbeaetneraanecatocareesncnennes 15
ThE TONE FESIENMATION 1.eretiie ittt er e et ea e st enea bt e s b et eb e e ameseae s e ea et oas e e aeas e nes bt 2 neAae b Sabkseabe £ e emtnensea s beaneneesmenenaese sabasenbna e 17
Gordon Brown (July 2007 — May 2010 ......ciiiiiireeenneiaesiirnrensnsssssessirmsessssssssssssssssasssssnnssssssssssssnnnnssssssssssssnnnnssssesssnsses 18
D Lo T e e Ty ol o Yo 1oV RET S OR O SO U ROUPRN 19
LCTo 1YYy ot Y TSP SES U PSRRI 20
GIOD@I FINANCIAL CIISIS 1eiiuitiie ettt ettt et e e ettt e s e e bbe e e e as b e aesateseaebbeaae s b beaeraes s e s aubsaae e sbsaa s bb e e s asbaeeanbsaasenbaeesnntnris 21
David Cameron (May 2010 — JUlY 2016) ....cccerueeiiinieriiimmmssminneesisismmssnmmssessssssnmsssmmssssssssmansssnnsssssssnnanssnnnssssssssnssssnnnnnnss 22
LCTo Y=Y e Tt =23 Y LSOO USSP PPUR 23
naY oot do sl [oTaa LTy u ol o Yo | orY AR SRR SO SO RSSO PRN 24
The EUropean Union ref@rentUmi. ettt aer e bt et et r e es s b cnbe e 2obe e nbes e bt s e esen s beenebeenabbeaoenenabbsenbnseanenoenenoase 25
Theresa May (July 2016 — JUIY 2009) ... . ciiiiiiriieceeeieirrreannnseaessrrrresssssssassssrrssansssssasssssssssnnnssssnasssssssnnsssssnassssssennnnnnnn 26
BOVININE STYIE ittt ettt r e e bt e bt saeserae e eatteeat e s asen st e e Re A e b et Aae s e st £ oo s eR e bt e s b e £ ne R et Ame s e ARs b etk e eh b e e e asen Rt e e renebeenresenne e 26
R F LYo T aT= o] i T3 USRS P PRSPPI 28
IMPACE ON AOMESTIC POHCIES «.eiieetietiectie ettt e e ettt e e sbeeeesutseeeasbaeesessteesasseeeasseseseessaeeeaaseseaensseseassseseeassaaaesnssenaennsnaeeansenan 30
Boris Johnson (July 2019 — September 2022) ......ccciiieiecinnieiiimeiemmmesimmeteemmmomssmmsetemmmmesemmoeeermmmmmmsoecermmmm 31
GOVEININE STYIE ottt ettt e st ce e b e aa b ebe et e e sacnenae e ea s e s s e e kb ca e s e e be£ast e ean e esbe e e eb ek aa b e e s ke £t e esaenenne e e enne e s b e e eeberann s 32
GETHING BIreXiT ‘UONE (it cie ettt rit e et ea e st en ettt e R e A eb et Aaes e st £ e e sta e bt e a b e £ e b et Amesenae b e e bk s eateasanennbeasneanebeenmenennnss 34
Crisis management Of COVID-1O PanGemiC....c.co ceiiie i eice e it cte et e rcnes bt e eseeaesscaabecaateesaenaratnesrscaessesstseransecratecaareesaenenners 35
RUSSTEN INVASION OF UKEBINE uttiieeiitiiiiiiis it err s e eitcreasetbas e s ebaesesseraensabeseenetsaseaaetsesessesoenesnsssenstsans sressensensssensensesesnnenssinssensernenessensenen 37
JONINISON S TESIZIIATION coviitiiiieei it et ete e ettt e et e e e etstaeeasbbeeeesssseaeesbaseanebaeseaneseaassss b e e e ksaa e e et s e e e ens b e e e eRsae s eneknaae e tbeeneenbbeenennbaeeatraneenn 38
Liz Truss (September 2022 — OCtOBEr 2022) ....curveiiiiirienreesseiiiimmissrsmmssosiissmsssrsmmsssissmarmssssmsssssssasnsesssssssssssasnsessssssasssns 39
GOV EIIINE STYIE ittt ettt e bt e e ettt e e etsaeeeaatseaeebbeeseabtseaeasaaseanbbeaeeass b e e e sbaseanbbeneeasa b aa e s baseanebeeeeansbaaeenbbeantnnaeeaatnens 40
E 0N OIMIC POIICY oottt ettt ettt e e ettt e e e bttt e e at e s e e abeeaeanebaaeeaasbeaeesasaeaaeksaae e sbseneens b eaasksaa e e ebsea e e b b e e e ea bt e e aasaaeeanbbeneennbbeneenrasan 41
RESIZNATION OF LiZ TTUSS 1otreiiiiiieeiie s st e et e ettt e ettt eeesabeeeesatseeeasbaseeeassaeeasseeeeesssesaassaeeeaaseteaensse s e nanseseeassaaaesnssenaensnaeeansanas 42
Rishi Sunak (October 2022 — JUIY 2024) ......covvevrieereeirieeneeiriesmeeimmessesemmesmesemmesmmsssmsmmmsemmsmatsssmsmmmsesmsmamsssmsmamsssssmamsessmmanes 43
TSR =Tol T o T 111 RO SRRSO 43
A QIVIAEA PAITY coreiiie ittt ettt st e erbns et e es s be e nbe e 2o tn e Ao e b stk s eabes e a st neas e e s be S n R o4 Aok s e bes e Rt Ao st it e b Ao Re e A bR e Ao Ren bt e enbns e neneeneneabe 44
GOV I NN ST ittt ettt e et ran e rat e earcaes b e e tbee it b e e te£aat e e 4aen e st aen B e R bt s ke £t e e Hae s e ra et e e an e en b e e etbenan b e e tecareeraenennees 45
DECHNEG BN ETRAT it iicitiie ettt ittt ert s e et cr e e s tb s e s baeseaseraeneaseseenstsaseaaetsansoaeboeneensteenetsane eaeboensensbeenenneseanananseinsbensennenansensenn 46
EXAM-STYIE QUUESTIONS wuuurrrrreiiiinreuunssssseiiimmsennnessseinissssansensssemnsssssssennssoomnnssssesennssesmsssssseeeensnssssessseeeesnnsmsssesssoeeessnnnnnns 48
MBI SO BIMES .euniiivraessiirrnnssssrsnnsssssnrsssssssrssssssnnsssssosnsssssonrsssssssnsssssssnsssssossnssssssnnsssssnnnsssssssnnssssssnnssssonnnssssssnnnssssnnnnnsss 49
QUUESTION L 1oiiteircreaniiteriieestesesenenseaseseasereesscrenseseensnsessensssennsensssensessesssssnssssensnsesssnsssensssesssnsnsssssnssssnsensssensssesssssssssesnsssnssssensnssssensnensnsen 49
QLUBSTION 2 ittt ettt e ettt e e et e e s et te e e e e eesaeaats e taeaeeseraas s ee et e eeeraasne s see et e e maatbe e et e e e aenabbe b st e a4 a b et e ee et e e A an Rt e e eeeeenannenbeeeneeeananberaeaenaanas 51
QUUESTION 3 1t ertiriie et crite st nttnetse s easeseeresmessteesbeaeheesbenessess e etseheea bk e ke Sata s s Saeaseseeheas ek ea b e Ae ek oe b e st ne b s e s en b koo e ek e R erbn s s eheare b e b e anetenrenaen et rennenn 52
IMIOTEI AANSWEL 11eiititiieeititee ettt et ee e rtta e ettt e e e atbe e e eeats et e eatteeeaeubeeeeaasbeaesassbea e sesaeaesbeaae oo s beaa e s be e eNseaaesasbeaa e s b e e e raaba e e e sasaa e e anbteaennbaeeenatnes 54



Terms and Conditions of Use

Terms and Conditions
Please note that the Terms and Conditions of this resource include point 5.3, which states:

“You acknowledge that you rely on your own skill and judgement in
determining the suitability of the Goods for any particular purpose.”

“We do not warrant: that any of the Goods are suitable for any particular purpose {(e.g. any particular
qualification), or the results that may be obtained from the use of any publication, or expected exam grades, or
that we are affiliated with any educational institution, or that any publication is authorised by, associated with,
sponsored by or endorsed by any educational institution.”

Copyright Information

Every effort is made to ensure that the information provided in this publication is accurate and up to date but no legal
responsibility is accepted for any errors, omissions or misleading statements. It is ZigZag Education’s policy to obtain
permission for any copyright material in their publications. The publishers will be glad to make suitable arrangements
with any copyright holders whom it has not been possible to contact.

Students and teachers may not use any material or content contained herein and incorporate it into a body of work
without referencing/acknowledging the source of the material (“Plagiarism”).

Disclaimers

This publication is designed to supplement teaching only. Practice questions may be designed to follow the content of a
specification and may also attempt to prepare students for the type of questions they will meet in the examination, but
will not attempt to predict future examination questions. ZigZag Education do not make any warranty as to the results
that may be obtained from the use of this publication, or as to the accuracy, reliability or content of the publication.

Where the teacher uses any of the material from this resource to support examinations or similar then the teacher must
ensure that they are happy with the level of information and support provided pertaining to their personal point of view
and to the constraints of the specification and to others involved in the delivery of the course. It is considered essential
that the teacher adapt, extend and/or censor any parts of the contained material to suit their needs, the needs of the
specification and the needs of the individual or group concerned. As such, the teacher must determine which parts of
the material, if any, to provide to the students and which parts to use as background information for themselves.
Likewise, the teacher must determine what additional material is required to cover all points on the specification and to
cover each specification point to the correct depth.

ZigZag Education is not affiliated with Pearson, Edexcel, OCR, AQA, WIEC, Edugas, SQA, CCEA, CIE, International
Baccalaureate Organization or DFE in any way nor is this publication authorised by, associated with, sponsored by or
endorsed by these institutions unless explicitly stated on the front cover of this publication.

Acknowledgements

The following images are licensed under the Open Government Licence {version 3.0}. You are encouraged to use and reuse the information that is
available under this licence, the Open Government Licence, freely and flexibly, with only a few conditions. For the full licence, see
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/

® HMS Invincible returns from the Falklands War courtesy of Royal Navy

Theresa May 2017 election speech outside 10 Downing Street courtesy of HM Government

Boris Johnson statement on coronavirus courtesy of 10 Downing Street

Liz Truss final speech as Prime Minister (cropped) courtesy of Prime Minister's Office

Rishi Sunak (cropped) courtesy of Prime Minister's Office

Rishi Sunak arrives at Downing Street courtesy of No 10 Downing Street

The following images are licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 License. These are reused and distributed under the terms and
conditions found at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Miners’ strike rally London 1984 courtesy of Nick

Gordon Brown -World Economic Forum Annual Meeting Davos 25Jan2008 courtesy of World Economic Forum

Prime Minister, David Cameron and Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg courtesy of Financial Times

David Cameron and Gareth Thomas courtesy of ukhomeoffice

Nigel Farage courtesy of Derek Bennett

Grenfell Tower courtesy of Chirallon

Liz Truss arrives in Downing Street courtesy of Number 10

Rishi Sunak visits Border Force courtesy of UK Prime Minister

The following images are licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License. These are reused and distributed under the terms and
conditions found at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
® Tony Blair (cropped) courtesy of European Union



Teacher’s Introduction

This pack is designed to provide students with an applied educational

resource for the module Prime Minister and the Executive, as part of the Always check the exam board

Edexcel Politics A Level. website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

Understanding the key individuals, circumstances and events associated with a
selection of modern prime ministers is essential for learning about politics in
the United Kingdom. Debates surrounding the executive power of the prime
minister, the role of cabinet in government, and the constraints on prime ministerial power in government should
become familiar to students studying this module. This pack will give vital context to many of these debates,
providing students with examples to learn that are relevant to both the module and the wider course.

This pack will cover every prime minister from Thatcher to Sunak, exploring key elements of their premiership
that are of relevance to the 2017 Edexcel specification. This includes, but is not limited to, their intentions prior to
entering office, their relationship with the cabinet, the impact of electoral performance on their style of
governance and effectiveness, their crisis management and response to major events, their internal party
management, and finally their legacy since leaving office. Although this pack provides a detailed overview of

each premiership, it is not designed to be comprehensive, instead focusing on events and debates of relevance to
the specification.

This pack has been designed to be either worked through in order, or dipped in and out of to support your own
lesson structures. Please use it in whichever way you prefer. The talking points and activities provided are
designed to engage students while provoking the critical thought and analysis that will be required in the exam.
While studying a multitude of premierships may be of benefit to students, the minimum specification
requirement is to study one prime minister from the period 1945-1997, and one prime minister since 1997.

Third Edition, October 2024

UK Prime Ministers 1979-2024: From Thatcher to Sunak for A Level Edexcel Page 1 of 54 © ZigZag Education, 2020-24



Margaret Thatcher (May 1979 - Nov¢

Table 1: Key dates in Thatcher’s premiership

Date Event
May 1979 Wins general election with 43-seat majority
April-june 1982 Falklands conflict
June 1983 Re-elected with 144-seat majority
March 1984 — March 1985 Miners’ strike
January 1986 Westland affair: Michael Heseltine resigns from |
February 1986 Single European Act signed
June 1987 Third election victon:v’;‘,_‘gij_s} at majority
September 1988 Bruges speech o E1. - ean integration
March 1990 Poll.x 1o
November 1990 ) w;f”é’i& ,:wa‘t"‘iimé leadership contest; resigns as PM

By any standard, Margaret Thatcher was one of Britain’s most
remarkable prime ministers. She was the first woman to hold the office
and, with more than 11 years in Number 10, the longest-serving
twentieth-century premier. Unusually among British political leaders, she
gave her name to an ideology (‘Thatcherism’), which came to define not
only her own period of power but also the politics of subsequent
decades. Thatcher’s governing style was also distinctive. She was
enormously driven and focused, and often came across as unsympathetic
and domineering, creating opponents as well as admirers.

Thatcher stood for a clearly defined set of policy objectives:
e  The ending of the post-war consensus which had prevailed since

the Labour government of Clement Attlee (1945-51), with a new Marg
emphasis on reducing state involvement in the economy ans
and society.

e  The reversal of what she regarded as national decline, by taking a strong sta:
the country.

e A determination to defend Britain’s interests in the European Community (li.
led to her becoming increasingly hostile to the process of integration.

Her record is more controversial than that of any other post-war prime minister. |

promoting entrepreneurship, curbing trade union power and iaising Britain’s wo.

critics argue that her legacy was one of social divisior ai - 4nisirness at home, ant

which did not take a realistic view of Britain’) im i“-‘l;y;“ss.-s*g‘) global power.
- 5 i

i o = ,,t“’l ..»\
The examination requires vie . e aile to discuss the
power of the

‘ 4 " . Post-war consensus: ¢
gine 1 © 5 and cabinet to dictate between UK political p

events and§ vin 2 policymaking. We will assess which lasted from 194
Margaret THGS in relation to four areas: e  The mixed econat
e  Governing style and relationship with the cabinet and ran key indu:
e  Crisis management: the Falklands conflict of 1982 e  The maintenance ¢
e  Impact on the economy employment;

e  Relationship with Europe e  Consultation with |

policymaking;

In each case the focus will be on the extent to which ®  The provision of &

Thatcher was in control of events and policy.
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Governing style

Thatcher’s style of government was intensely personal. She was
not afraid to use the powers of the prime ministerial office to the
full to pursue her agenda: sacking and reshuffling cabinet
colleagues who did not measure up, sometimes belittling them in
public, and relying on unelected personal advisers for policy
advice. Her aggressive behaviour is partly explained by her
‘outsider’ status. Thatcher was a woman from a lower-middle-
class background, at a time when the Conservative Party leadership was dominai.
had to be assertive in order to survive in a challenging political environment.

“If you just |
prepared 16 |
you, at any
nothingt” -

Thatcher used the media to project her image morz iU ;«;” c;%tivating friendly no

appearing on television, assisted by professiiri i n*{fﬂzr«c«s"’?‘r»ém the public relation:

recognisable as ‘Maggie’ or ‘the Ircvie s v 4 presidential’ leader standing apart

politicians of the day. She v 5 A vor ‘hand-bagging’ colleagues, interviewers
ENgit o 0 er of argument and personality to get her way.

y

\ 1 as prime minister was bolstered by the fact that she always he
majority, which increased by 100 seats in the 1983 general election and fell only -
historic third term. She was helped by the weakness of the opposition. In the eail
embraced left-wing policies which caused a group of moderates to break away a.
Party, which initially formed an alliance with the Liberals and later merged with
Democrats. Labour was unable to appeal to enough centre-ground voters to win |

However, we should not exaggerate Thatch
her first two years she had to retain a numi
or paternalistic Conservatives in orderton
feel confident to promote more like-minde

‘Wet’ or paternalistic:
favouring the use of the state
to soften class differences,
e.g. through the provision of

welfare support for the poor. the Falklands conflict, and even then it was

colleagues to defy her. High-profile resigna
Poll tax: a funding system for over the government in her final years. She
local government, entailing a | | awson, following a dispute in October 198t
flat-rate tax for each adult, | c5nflict with another senior figure, Deputy

instead of being based on the
rental value of a property.

Howe. After a disagreement on European p
November 1990, opening the way for a cha
Michael Heseltine, to challenge Thatcher fo

Thatcher’s hold over Conservative MPs’ loyalties was weakened by her champiot|
community charge or ‘poll tax’, a reform of local government finance which was |
had been riots in central London on the eve of its introductin . Support now ebhe
parliamentary party, so that she won the first rounc st x‘)*fecdership contest by |
a second round. Sensing that a continuation the g,.srnﬁefition would cause moi .
pressed her to resign. The manner i 1 k;;fr;y;e.f"s’dov\mfall shows that even a dom

. e B e M
the support of senior colloz -« i cruer to continue.

———————— T N TG U ————p—————————— {
L

Nigel Lawson (1989) and Sir Geoffrey Howe (1990). In each case, note why the |

¥

i

!

! Research theresignations of three key ministers from the Thatcher Government: A
i

i

i departures weakened Thatcher’s hold on power.
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Crisis management: the Falklands conflict

In April 1982 Argentina invaded and occupied
the Falkland Islands, a territory in the South
Atlantic to which both it and Britain laid
claim. Thatcher’s government arguably
contributed indirectly to the decision to risk
an invasion, since the recent withdrawal of
the patrol ship HMS Endurance had suggested
that Britain lacked interest in the islands.

Once Argentine forces had seized the
Falklands, however, Thatcher showed
remarkable determination. She dismissed. th:
advice of those who argued that itaic fhxz b
impossible to recover an ! . - 0 3,000
miles from thegal(, «* = «d uncertain

» in s allies. Exploiting her
close relatiol with US President Ronald
Reagan to the full, she secured vital American The recapture of the Falkland Iska
logistical support for the operation. In public strengthened Thatclié
statements, Thatcher was unwavering in asserting that the desire of the islander.
‘paramount’. Lacking specialist military expertise, she backed the judgement of h¢
even authorised the controversial sinking of the Argentine ship, General Belgrano
exclusion zone created by the British around the islands.

Thatcher showed skill in streamlining the decision-making process at the heart o
small war cabinet of key ministers and defence chiefs, which had real executive p.
conflict, while maintaining political support by regularly reporting back to the ful

Victory in the Falklands was declared just 10 weeks after the Argentine landing. It
dominant, decisive leader. She took the salute at a march-past of the victorious t
‘the spirit of the South Atlantic’ as a template for confronting domestic problems.
Prime Minister as firmly in control of events, and the ensuing upsurge of popular
her election victory the following year.

Impact on the economy

...

Economic policy was central to Thatcher’s vision of Britain’s future. In her first t
down inflation, which she regarded as the main obstacle to economic growth. H
out inflation by controlling the money supply, through a cor>!ination of high int
cuts. The consequence of this, as Table 2 (overleaf} <t by W\’Nw a toleration of hig
was politically acceptable to Thatcher as it vin¢ cc ff;;ﬁ*wré’téd mainly in older indu:

e

iy

i

England, lowland Scotland and sou*! fai’:;"fé‘g _sich were not expected to suppo é
Y ot ) ) . .
slowly came down, but rose g frilowing a mid-1980s economic boom, whrchg
and increaseclgansi» - < :ading. %
-
which she saw as inhibiting the growth of a vibrant market economy. This f:%
was due in part to government legislation aimed at restricting union bg
powers, such as the closed shop and the picketing of workplaces, and fc%
obliging unions to hold ballots to elect their leaders. It was also helped by %
what many regard as the faulty tactics of her main industrial opponent, P;
the National Union of Mineworkers, in the year-long coal strike of 1984~ W?}
85, which played into the hands of a prime minister who was determined d%
not to give way to industrial action. In particular, the miners’ leader,

3

.c,
j«)
)
©
N
s
e
193]
-
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Arthur Sca.|
on strike a.
used again.
the govern
preparatio
police acrc
the strike.

Another ar.
difference «
ownership .
Her govern
industries o
Telecom, B
electricity o
competitiat
increased ¢
were floate
small invesi
did not, however, create the large-scale ‘popular capitalism’ of which Thatcher s
shareholders increased from 3 million to 11 million in 1979-90, but relatively few
portfolios, and many shares were bought up by large city companies.

st o ;;M.’tffe aroused considerable opposition: here,
of the miners’ strike protest against her policies.

The BBC's economics editor, Stephanie Flanders, reflected at the time of Thatche:
economist, the shift in favour of the market is the legacy to remember first. That |
around us, and very unlikely to go away’. The negative side of this was a Britain ii
prosperous south, based on a booming tertiary sector, and a neglected post-indu:
Thatcher left a legacy of increased choice for consumers and opportunity forinno
to make itself electable once again, Tony Blair's ‘New Labour’ in the 1990s embra.
pledging not to increase direct taxation levels or to reverse her privatisation mea:

However, we should not exaggerate the influence of one individual over econom
at work whoever was in power in the 1980s. Manufacturing employment had be.
1966, long before Thatcher was elected, and the forces of globalisation and new
promoting a shift to a service-based economy. Had Labour been re-elected in 19
had to deal with the problems of inflation and the unions —though no doubt with
pursued by Thatcher.

Table 2: Key economic indicators

Date Unemployment rate (%) Infiatl?: d(:f:/f; | Prigg
1978 54 0 . sa
1984 o B 4.6
1990 Ted\ 9.3

Use Table 2, and other information drawn from this section, to answer the questic
How much difference did Thatcher’s premiership make to the British economy?

UK Prime Ministers 1979-2024: From Thatcher to Sunak for A Level Edexcel Page 5 of 54
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Relationship with Europe

Thatcher was never enthusiastic about membership of the European Community
had to defend Britain’s interests through hard bargaining with other member sta.
winning a rebate on Britain’s contribution to the European budget, achieving this
the issue at meetings of the heads of government. At the time, Britain was the se
Community finances, even though it was the seventh richest member, and so she
right on her side. The episode demonstrated Thatcher’s ability to secure a particl
of personality. She would not be deterred, despite the ill-feeling that her tactics ¢

In the second half of her premiership, however, Thatcher exercised less influence
signed the 1986 Single European Act, which set out the stec: owards the remova
free movement of labour, capital, goods and servif:;s; Wi ﬁjﬁ t.e Community. Thiy
the beneficial effect of market forces. But st ra igmﬁﬁ/é‘d to discover that for ©
was a stepping stone fo further §n;;jf L g}i@wéach of the Community, with the |
the horizon. She was alsc 2 wy = 'ty the emerging Community agenda of extendl
social rights_ zemke | » \W;@ecﬁ'“‘at Bruges in September 1988, she declared thal
of die state in Britain, only to see them re-imposed at a Europe

As an isolated national leader, Thatcher was powerless to stop the drift of the ot |
closer economic and political integration. She also found herself in conflict with s
government. The Chancellor, Nigel Lawson, was determined to join the Exchange
designed to link member states’ currencies together, in order to maintain monet.
October 1989 after Thatcher refused to sack a private economic adviser, Profess.
opposition to the ERM. Yet a year later, under pressure from her new Chancellor,
of the political establishment and the business community, she reluctantly took £

Thatcher remained hostile to the direction that Europe was taking. It was her neg
‘No! No! No!" outburst in the House of Commons, that provoked Geoffrey Howe |
leading to her own downfall weeks later. Thatcher’s involvement with Europe cle.
capacity to control events. The confrontational approach that she took in her late
for her party which became politically toxic in the 1990s. The rise of a right-wing |
Conservative backbenches, encouraged by Thatcher from the sidelines, created s¢
management for her successor. In the longer term, it fed into a longer debate abo
with opponents of further integration able to claim legitimacy from Thatcher’s ex.

i .

! Activity

[ Review the information presented in this chapter. Make a table listing examples o

! control policymaking and events, and of cases where she was less successful in dei

i

! & > »

[ Examples of attempts to con? . slicymaking and eve:
A

i | 4

] Successes " f

! The Falklands conflict 1 w T;ier growing isolation ¢\

g - i n ”f:.)

S o O S O Y S Y Y SO O R Y Y FEECT R S R O S S O R O O S S S S A Y S N

Talking po
‘Thatcher owed much of her success to the strength of her personality. But the dov
confrontational approach ultimately contributed to her downfall.’

Is this a fair assessment of Thatcher as prime minister? Explain your answer.

frmmmm———————
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John Major (November 1990 - M

Table 1: Key dates in Major’s premiership

Date Event
November 1990 Wins Conservative Party leadership election, becoming Pl
January 1991 Start of the Gulf War
December 1991 Secures the Euro ‘opt-out’

April 1992 Wins surprise majority in 1992 general election
September 1992 UK crashes out of ERM on ‘Black Wednesday’

July 1993 Wins ‘confidence’ vote on Maastricht “reaty

December 1993 Downing Street Declarationﬁ:{“:ﬁ }%vfhmright of Irish self-c¢
June 1995 Resigns as Consqr;;*i 5 '*feg 20 to run for re-election, wing
December 1996 Loses pa;jl? . ’;'if “aTiajority

May 1997 ! (u@‘;ﬁ weneral election by biggest margin in British po

f.,%

Taking office from one of the longest serving and most impactful prime
ministers in British political history, John Major oversaw a series of defining
moments in contemporary British politics. This included taking the
Conservative Party into a then unprecedented fourth term in a row in office,
managing a prolonged crisis of internal party discipline, the emergence of
heated debates over Europe that often dominated his six and a half years in
office, and finally his landmark defeat.

A former banker who grew up in Brixton, Major was an unusual prime
minister for a number of reasons. He is one of the few people to have held
the office who did not go to university, instead leaving school at 16. In
addition, upon his appointment to the top job he had been involved in
frontline politics for only three years, having entered the cabinet in a junior
position in 1987, before promotion to Foreign Secretary in 1989, and then
Chancellor in 1990. His unassuming background and equally unlikely rise in
politics can be considered to make him a somewhat unconventional prime
minister. His tenure provides examples of both unexpected success and dramatic
general election in which a Labour landslide reduced the Conservative Party to 1
worst result for almost 100 years.

Major had a considerably ‘softer’ image and approach to power when compared |
Margaret Thatcher. To his supporters, this was due to his: ). esty, integrity and p
symbolised that he was weak and ineffective, anc itric ,,w commanded little respe
public or his own MPs. His governments s . »n rémembered as dysfunctional 2
corruption and a pervasive senic vi'c 2 .. However, this overlooks the fact that
decisions were made b = r, ~specially during his early years in office, that eco
throughoutgEiiiu - _cau'that he was not reluctant to take risks in his managem
paid off. |

This profile will assess four different aspects of Major’s premiership:
® Early years: forgotten success?

e  Conservatives and Europe: a fatal division

e  Governing style: managerial or constrained?

¢  Decline: long march to defeat

UK Prime Ministers 1979-2024: From Thatcher to Sunak for A Level Edexcel Page 7 of 54

%//////////%/,
' s

&

y
]

a0

&

e
L

o

P

e

7%

|
i

)

V
L

.
\\\\\\\\\

2

i
i

i

g
Qe

W

"

e
o

=

o

o

%//////////////////%

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

,Ig

Education




Early years: forgotten success?

Although an unlikely future prime minister, Major quickly ascended from holding
to winning the Conservative Party leadership contest in 1990. Crucial to his victor
predecessor Margaret Thatcher, to whom he had remained loyal prior to her resi:
leading by up to 20 points in some opinion polls, the Conservatives hoped thata =
would regain support for the party with a general election less than two years av.

An early test of Major’s leadership was the onset of the Gulf War in January 1991
broad coalition of nations to liberate Kuwait from Iragi occupation. Unlike the lat
damaged Tony Blair’s reputation, the Gulf War was a military operation withacl.
restoring the national sovereignty of Kuwait and reprimandi» | the aggression of |
this respect, it was considered a success, COmpletP;g' U ;lér .wo months, with &
Iraq and a much lower loss of British life tha .1t 'éw}amfz{aﬁds War under Thatche!
the ongoing conflict in Northern I:;ff e fﬁg A

G

o

1
F Vs e nd tor encouraging US President George Bush to enfal
Kurdistan, /as credited as having helped to prevent a genocide. Major was
successful irg st big test as prime minister, and his popularity was seen to int

and the Conservatives now trading top spot in the opinion polls.

In addition, N

On domestic policy, with the passing of legislation to introduce council Pol
tax Major was regarded to have overcome the issue of the highly con
controversial ‘poll tax’ which had sparked rioting around the country and it
contributed to Thatcher’s ousting. afi

fun.
Another divisive issue that had proved crucial in the downfall of Thatcher bfg
was that of the single European currency. European leaders had been Wo;

discussing for the past year the implementation of a Europe-wide
currency, an idea which received a more lukewarm reception in the UK, and that |
While Major was far more open to the idea of European integration, many in his |
such an idea, and Major secured an ‘opt-out’ from the single currency in 1991, pi
the time being. We will go on to see how, as Major’s time in office went on, strac
became a far more difficult task.

The Labour Party had held a small but steady lead in many of the polls as the gent
there was a sense that the British public were tiring of Conservative rule after 12
of Labour, which held a large rally in the run-up to the election, appeared in mar.
understated campaign, with the Prime Minister performing a series of imprompt.
upturned soapbox. Pollsters predicted either a hung parliament or a small Labou:

In the end, despite a relatively strong showing fror L 0c L\)"f ti.e Conservatives m.
expectations, receiving over 14 million vote: - “hef'jﬁ»geﬁgf number of votes any pu
British political history. The Consexiot ¢ - r sLained their majority, although reduc
result was considered ono ¢ E‘*‘j,,\_sgez"st“eiectaral upsets in living memory, and s¢

) k",é’» i
in office. ‘L
. A .
I Talking poiri
! Can Major’s initial success in government be attributed simply to o large governn
! Compare and contrast with another modern prime minister. .
L uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu e
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Conservatives and Europe: a fatal division

Major’s early successes in government came in the context of a large parliament:
Thatcher in 1987. Following the 1992 general election, he had to govern witha vo
dynamics of his government considerably.

The most noticeable change caused by the slim governing 53:::;:'&;::

majority now experienced by Major was the strengthened voice even if the:

and power of Eurosceptics in the party. Though small in number,

this group would be able to defeat the government in Parliament Black We.

by voting with the opposition. In the context of the passing of the UK crashe:

Maastricht Treaty — an international agreement authorising. Exchange |

further European integration — this presented a mfg;j;} P leiafor keep'fh‘? |

the government. » certain lini
s = on Major’s

T o i
Much of the first period of™ 5« = rew government was spent .

AES By i to secure support for the treaty,

which had- ti.ed by Parliament in order to pass into law. The ‘Maastricht i
ensured th ote was held up for over a year, with the stalemate consuming
government’s time and undermining Major’s credibility and authority in Parliame¢
that he would make the issue a vote of confidence, meaning its failure to pass wo
government could not command a majority in Parliament and a general election |
Conservative Party was performing so poorly in opinion polls at this time, it woul.
voting to lose their own jobs, and so in the end the vote was passed by 339 votes
successful at passing the bill, his tactics had served to intensify the divisions with |
opponents than it had supporters.

negotiating v g

The issue of Europe was also central to perhaps the biggest event in the premier.
known as ‘Black Wednesday’. As Chancellor, Major had advocated the UK joining
Mechanism, or ERM, which was designed to ensure the value of different curreng
deviate too dramatically from each other — a stepping stone to the single curreng,
sceptical Thatcher to join the ERM, and as prime minister he had made the decisit
economic policy, dedicating much of his political reputation, as well as governme
policy. Currency speculators, however, had been betting large sums of money on
decreasing the value of the currency and forcing the government to dedicate eve:
maintenance. On 16" September 1992 — only five months since Major’s election y
unsustainable and the government was forced to devalue the pound, causing the

Because Major had staked so much of his political reputation on the ERM, the im{
highly damaging and lasting effect on his credibility, and also damaged the Conse|
economic competence. Many argue that this was a turnine z¢ int in the popularity
which he and his party never really recovered, whi'z’ “a ~ had the added effect ¢
Eurosceptic opponents within his party. Blac: /e y"‘\»ﬁsuﬁ’\;’,ﬂalong with the parlian
divisions within the Conservatives o ' {dwﬁm perception of a government suffe.

mismanagement —animaz. | o K"‘fjﬁsz:w with Major for the rest of his period in ofi|

UK Prime Ministers 1979-2024: From Thatcher to Sunak for A Level Edexcel Page 9 of 54
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Governing style: managerial or constrained?

In many respects Major’s governing style was defined by his predecessor, in the &
completely opposite approach to government. Where Thatcher was controlling, =
confrontational, Major often appeared responsive, uncertain and continually foro

How much of this perception is a product of the two leaders’ personalities, or sin
governed in, is a matter of debate. It is certainly true that Thatcher’s large major.
encouraged her governing style considerably, while Major’s slim majority for mo:
managerial approach. In addition, Major never enjoyed the same level of suppor
had for much of her time in office, performed poorly in opinion polls for most of |
support of sections of the tabloid media that had been fierco'r pro-Thatcher. All ¢
a lack of credibility and legitimacy as prime ministfﬁf; M Z:{’idu{mined his ability |
.wf N

Not everything can be put down to. i glgwacé, however. It was clear that Maju
pragmatist, and often seexr 7 "Z«'g&%n{érésted in managing events than controll
attracted wicgemre: s ) gy was the ‘cones hotline’ — a barely used governmer
-which people could phone to enquire as to why road cones ha
stretches of § n which construction was not taking place. Although facetious |
problem with Major’s premiership: a lack of vision. What was it that Major wante
simply possess it? Once again it did not help that his predecessor — a determined |
easily be characterised in such stark contrast.

In at least one respect, however, |
The Troubles: the conflict between P !

unionist and nationalist communities in was widely regérded as welcomes
Northern Ireland which began in the Ireland had claimed thousands of
1970s and ended in the 1990s. conflict throughout the 1980s, ar |
approach could be said to have co
conflict, rather than helped to allo
prepared to open peace talks with the IRA, and the 1993 ‘Downing Street Declar.
moment in unionist and republican relations, helping to kick-start the peace proc
assert the right of Irish people to self-determination, and an acceptance that Nor
if it was clear that a majority of the people wanted this outcome. The declaration
republicans towards negotiation, and provoked an IRA ceasefire. In this respect, |\
discussion and compromise can be said to have contributed to a significant policy

In addition, Major’s pragmatic approach to economic management following Blac
have been successful in achieving sustained economic growth and a small budge.
Labour pointed to a declining tax take and as a result a poor quality of public serv.

Activity: Managerial or constrained? )
Make a table with two columns as shown below. 's¢ hi 1 f’:cd\‘egorise some of the
faced while Prime Minister. Then answer;’"& L es i What was a more significar
Major as ‘weak’: his personal att < « 1, ~ e circumstances in which he governec

Due to de.

.
.
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Decline: long march to defeat

Major’s government is often said to have never recovered from the
reputational damage of Black Wednesday, and the following five years often
felt like a long period of decline for what was widely portrayed as an
unpopular, outdated and incompetent government. While infighting over
Europe contributed to this, a number of other factors were significant too.

Chief among these is what become known as ‘sleaze’ — a series of high-profile
scandals involving Conservative MPs which undermined the credibility of the par.
suitability for government. A series of salacious sex scandals and extramarital aff.
attention in the media and created a sense of moral ineptitude. Furthering thisp.
scandals involving corruption, with some MPs accused of f2/ g to declare conflii
paid to ask certain questions in Parliament. Two hi;h or i jé Conservatives, peer |
minister Jonathan Aitken, were later convici o of ;“;“xjur({and imprisoned. While |
of corruption, the image created f;f,}) 1 i\!:yg,@m”ent was one of immorality and d|
significantly to his governm oy *’;fﬂ;ﬁg)ﬁla”rity.
s

{ a3 S In addition, Major came under ¢
“The Consd | Party must make its choice. members of his own party thro
Every leader s leader only with the support of to his own clear frustration. M.
his party. That is true of me t00.” ~ John Major Lamont described him as ‘being

later as ‘weak and hopeless’. 1
Thatcher further undermined |\
rebuke or discipline those men:
encouraged more criticism, but considerably added to his public image as a weal
party. Such constant criticism and questioning of his role as leader led Majorto ¢
the Conservative Party in 1995 in order to trigger a leadership contest in which he
his critics to ‘put up or shut up’. He won the subsequent contest; however, over |
support his leadership, either by abstaining or by voting against him.

A sense of decline and lack of credibility as leader was added to by consistently ai
results in local and European contests throughout Major’s tenure, as well as a se\|
losses. The Conservatives lost all 12 seats they were defending in by-elections und
cases losing safe seats dramatically, with complete collapses in their vote share l¢
Alongside MPs defecting from the party for various reasons, Major’s governmen:
December 1996 and became a minority government. This further cemented the o
weak and unable to govern.

A final factor in the long decline in Major’s credibility was media opposition. Betw
elections, many newspapers which traditionally support the Conservative Party ui
allegiance to Labour. Labour leader Tony Blair had considered The Sun’s support ¢
factor in Labour’s defeat, and went to great efforts seeking the support of Ruper.

Media coverage increasingly portrayed Major as outdated. »w+ak and boring, inc.
modernising image of Blair. With Major facing criticis 7= i is own party and th
collapsing in opinion polls and by-elections, thi L. %c;x, dandslide in 1997, despite

surprise to most. e

Despite the unpopularit 4 e o s'premiership at the time, Major’s legacy has u
inrecent yegell s |\ | gement of the economy from a recession to growth alon

} e positive light since the financial crisis of 2007/09. Similarly, b
pe has been viewed more favourably after the Brexit crisis tha|
party from 2016 to 2019. In addition, it can be argued that his technocratic and
also viewed more favourably in contrast to the focus on personality politics that @
more than this, he is perhaps most commonly regarded as the ‘forgotten prime t

L

premiership located in between two figures with far more enduring legacies — ari¢
passion among their supporters and detractors alike. 7

i

Talking point
Which factor caused Major more problems in office: a lack of party support, or o

UK Prime Ministers 1979-2024: From Thatcher to Sunak for A Level Edexcel Page 11 of &0
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Tony Blair (May 1997 - July 2

Table 1: Key dates in Blair’s premiership

g
Date Event Zé////%///
y
May 1997 Wins historic landslide election victory for Labour ///////////////
y
April 1998 Good Friday Agreement signed Z%/////Z
October 1998 Human Rights Act receives royal assent e
June 2001 Second landslide victory
October 2001 War in Afghanistan launched following 9/11 attacks . % %
February 2003 1+ million people march againsi\lr:,&_‘; ar ////////////%/%
March 2003 War in Irag launched aﬁ*(i ff\?’i*fj;}émta‘ry approval %/////// %/
July 2003 Weapons e;ipé,é‘ « 1 2lly commits suicide %/////////////Q%/
May 2005 Thlg‘y_"’;; aradctory but significantly reduced majority —
July 2005 ; ; n%r\j@m pombings ////////////%
Interviewed by police in Downing Street over ‘cash for ho. %////////////////
June 2007 Resigns as prime minister )
%////////////
Introduction )
Tony Blair's stated aim as prime minister was to do politics differently: turn //%
ggvernirag into a task tha.t re.ﬂected'a new modernity at thg turn of thf: . %/////// %/
mlélennau-n”? —a moment |.n time which h‘e was partacular.ly interested m This ////%
was a politics that for Blair was beyond ideology, and rejected the political % |
debates and struggles of the twentieth century. Rebranding his party as ‘New //////////////
Labour’ and opposing the social divisions of both class and nationalism, Blair ////////é////%
positioned himself as neither left nor right but firmly in the centre, and sought L
mass appeal from across the electorate. _—
Yet in many ways his approach — rather than new — often resembled that of
one of his predecessors: in many aspects of his governing style, his desire to
reshape his party, and also often even his policy positions, Margaret Thatcher
once called Blair her greatest legacy. Indeed, some even cite Blair’s
determination to hang on to power for just an extra few months at the end of
his tenure as an effort to emulate what only Thatcher had done before him in
the modern era: govern as prime minister for a full decade.
Blair’s premiership was eventful and significant, though arguably its achievement:
expect from such dramatic electoral success, at least \»;(”‘ﬁ o Tpared to some of | COPYRIGHT
majorities. In the early years, constitutional refor 1sc c it'to codify Blair’s new p¢
far as 1997 might have promised. On =it - . poiicy, Blair deviated sharply from PROTECTED

insisting that his vision of puh! ./ s’r*l\‘i};g e n:’%rfbrise was both Britain’s and the wa!
international stage thai'L %1 re .y expressed his confidence; buoyed by early sug
20 5 juase of himself as global peacemaker: a self-perception t\
the Irag War and its ill-fated aftermath.

,Ig

This profile will assess four different aspects of Blair’s premiership:
e  Early reforms

e  Governing style: prime minister or president? EdUCG’tiGF’I
e  Foreign policy and the ‘War on Terror’ ‘ '
&

The long resignation

UK Prime Ministers 1979-2024: From Thatcher to Sunak for A Level Edexcel Page 12 of &0



Early reforms

Blair's astonishing election victory in 1997 made him, in theory, one of the most ¢
British history. With a massive majority of 179, and meaningful Conservative opp.
it was virtually inconceivable that anything Blair proposed could be rejected.

Indeed, most of the limitations placed on Blair in his early years in power seem to
sense that in some areas he was content in carrying on the work of the previous .
Nowhere was this clearer than on economic policy, in which Blair largely acceptec
introduced by Thatcher and deepened by Major: low taxes, low spendingand an
sector in the running of public services. Far from reversing policies of privatisatic
have liked — he embraced and extended them, from the priv:= isation of air traffic
internal market in the NHS. Other policies, such asgjf;f Zﬁa’;’jnytuition fees forun
considerably with the socialist vision trad;‘i( 21y ~enoused by Labour.

E #

Tough language on law an . o Vf”;gneﬁt'fraud and asylum seekers furthered the
Conservative sgme t+ = 2w Labour government. It could sometimes be hard to
sought by k-ause he believed in them, or because he simply sensed they wi
seen not jusy rt of, but as the defining figure of, the ‘zeitgeist’: an abstract co

ideas of a particular place at a particular time. And in this sense he was certainly |

Where he did differ greatly from his predecessors was in regards to constitutiona
Conservative rule, many political institutions were widely regarded as outdated ¢
for the nations — a Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly — went hand in hand |
Northern Ireland, and substantially altered the way power was distributed in Brit.
which sought to protect workers’ rights, had been exhaustedly blocked by the M.
passed into law by Blair. As was the Human Rights Act — a milestone in civil rights
allowing human rights cases to be seen by UK courts and not just on the Europea:
policy may have largely stayed the same, there were headline policies that differc
offer: the minimum wage, for instance, and greatly increased public money for ¢

Despite Blair’s large majority, however, other promised reforms were less succes:
instance, was considerably watered down, while a commitment to electoral refoi!
Many other attempts at reforming politics, such as the introduction of regional a2
directly elected mayors, also failed. While it would be wrong to characterise Blaii
unsuccessful, some critics argued that it lacked the ambition to match its manda |
success achieved in 1997. Compared to the Attlee Government’s first term from |
1979 to 1983, it could be said that Blair managed to do less with more.

Such an approach certainly didn’t hurt his electoral prospects, however — and pe.
2001 general election, Blair maintained his enormous mai{\f'f ‘with a net loss of o
dramatically reduced turnout. e &

I
i Activity: Blair's early reforms_ v W

| Make a table with two * 4 ushown below. Using your own research, list the
| among Bloizmgmarl -~ * 1w Use this to answer the questions: To what extent was
: limited in te.m2 If there were limits, what were they?
i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

o,

Successful reforms Fails

.
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Governing style: prime minister or president?

Blair’'s governing style was much remarked on during his time in office, and often

resembling that of a president than a prime minister. From the outset, Blair seta
position by reforming the cabinet office and bringing it under tighter control fron.
rejected the discursive decision-making of cabinet and Parliament, and instead p:
allies and special advisers in his decision-making. Blair had a tendency to promot:
the Lords and then important government posts, such as his former flatmate Cha.
number of cabinet-level positions. Others, like Baroness Amos, Lord Sainsbury an.
friends and allies given peerages and vital roles in government. Unelected person
Campbell became powerful and well known, and were often disliked by civil serv.
treatment of the executive was in this sense much like that ~” a presidential bran¢
the legislature, with its members appointed by th@fﬁ’; ac ;’f"at‘,&er than elected by

members Clare Short and Mo Mowlam bothia. bl *’Lﬂjeﬁ{!k»‘ed Blair’s style of govel
of cabinet government and to his FoAg L f*:fw&;i.wéin for Parliament. Blair’s ability 1.
allies could be said to derc ’%'“ e relative lack of factional competition withi

fe

Blair’s lead va. also a highly personalised affair to a far greater Soin:

extent than § ‘his predecessors, and in a manner far more closely e&I;é;{s
resembling that of a president. Blair often tried to come across as presef
more of a celebrity than politician, and he pounced on events such as Blair's |
the death of Princess Diana and spoke for the nation, in his own accuse
words {(and on this occasion to the detriment of the Queen, who was heavily
perceived as less responsive to the public mood than Blair). The term versiog
‘spin’ was widely used by the media throughout Blair’s time in office gover

to refer to a massively increased emphasis on how the press were
reporting events in government, as opposed to a focus on
government itself. Reflecting this, the budget of the press office had doubled by |
enjoyed broad support from the media during his time in office, including from t..
supporting newspapers such as The Sun, the Daily Express and The Times.

In many respects, Blair required |
own party, given his high person.
majority. Indeed, his rebranding ¢
a conscious attempt to distance |
Labour Party. By 1998 some of t1
., . -

to Blair's system as ‘Napoleonic’,
called him ‘an elected monarch’.
Parliament in 1997 with less than
governments are open to the ac.
dictatorshin’ in which a powerfu
cont i cheut representing a ve
Blair’s leadership style was highly personalised and v iﬁjg w’%;ﬁuiation. This could be ¢
media-orientated. He was often describer'c . ‘aftgr the 2001 general election, v

‘presidential’ in his approach to oo Bivin 2w L . .
e . British political history, and agaii
Labour won 55% of seats on just

L

only possible due to his exceptionally large parliamentary majorities. As we will éﬁ
slipped noticeably when he was faced with a reduced majority towards the end e§

style started to become more obstacle than strength.

9
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Foreign policy and the ‘War on Terror’

Two early events in Blair’s premiership were highly formative in his transition froo
to aspiring international statesman. In 1998, building on the work of the Major G
Northern Ireland was greatly accelerated by the signing of the landmark Good Fr.
passed by referenda in both Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic, brought an o
nation and created a system of power-sharing, in which representatives of the na
communities governed together. The IRA decommissioned their weapons and, th
conflict ended.

The following year, Blair played a critical role in organising NATO forces to interve
Kosovo, seeking to prevent genocide similar to that seen in 2 snia three years eat
international community had failed to respond. BI;;’ & ;J’s’éqsent visit to Kosove
repelled saw him receive a hero’s welcome, =« h ."‘;,;:sﬂ-{?y}é‘nting his name in cele
Ireland finally seeming secure, anc ) = - f:ligwdé‘cade»»iong conflict in Yugoslavia ¢
clearly felt empowered in [;'m@; w {"\;ﬁ{ji,‘i to foreign policy.

L

Two years i e Jttacks of September 11" redrew the West’s perception "‘g

of conflicta rity. In response, Blair announced that ‘Whatever the |

technical or legal issues about a declaration of war, the fact is we are at war &

with terrorism.” This ‘War on Terror’, as it subsequently became known, |

came to dominate much of the remainder of Blair’s premiership, as it did his |

counterpart in the USA, President George W Bush, with whom he formed a |

close relationship. Alongside NATO allies, the War in Afghanistan began in s

October 2001 — drawing both the UK and USA into a long and deadly conflict !

that would claim the lives of hundreds of British troops. g

The perce

Bush, any

whateve:

in their \

over the

clear tha.

invasion ¢

administ

conflict, 1

were opj¢

question

whether |

connectic

Hussein b

Terror. T\

opposed.

Blair was often criticise‘d dur.nest'f'ca/.'y for ! / D : = 2d as having an overly committe:
close relationship wit!.L ¢Pre ic wiiaeorge W Bush. X X

\ invasion,

As Blair sta Am.ke the case for military action in the UK, echoing American ¢
weapons of estruction that posed a threat to the West, it became clear th.
towards another conflict. Significant public opposition, marked by the largest pro|
over 1 million, alongside a large parliamentary rebellion of 139 of his own MPs, ai
the United Nations, didn’t shake Blair’s conviction that war in Iraq alongside the |
and the invasion began in March 2003.

Although the initial invasion was over within days, it quickly became clear that lit:
the occupation phase of the war, and the USA and UK were unprepared for the v
In addition, a failure to find any weapons of mass destruction stored in lraq unde!

UK Prime Ministers 1979-2024: From Thatcher to Sunak for A Level Edexcel Page 15 of &0

%//////////%/,
' s

L

"
.

V

a0

&

e
L

v

x\\\\\\\\\

P

4

i

.

B

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

Education




war, and piled pressure on Blair, who was accused by some of fabricating eviden.
The suicide of David Kelly, a weapons inspector who had allegedly questioned the
that irag was known to possess weapons of mass destruction, could be seenass.
the Blair Government. Blair had used the power of his conviction to take the cou
began to be asked about the true purpose of the conflict, trust among the electo
trust turned increasingly to anger as the number of British troops killed continue:
clear objectives — began to drag on.

On 7™ July 2005, four bombs exploded on trains and a bus in central London, killie
highlighting that the threat of terrorism had arrived in the UK. Although Blair's re.
and the government briefly performed better in opinion polls, the view of the Ne.
transformed dramatically. By the 2005 general election, th= 1age of a new, exci.
emergence of a far more dangerous world in whic'.il e i;s ﬁ)a& become engaged
policies had taken on a more authoritarizzt 2, Uiz had alienated many of Lab.

e

L

]

S

L
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The long resignation

Much had been written in the preceding decade about the arrangement that Bla |
Chancellor Gordon Brown. When Blair had stood for Labour leader in 1994, Brow
favourite before declining to run and supporting Blair’s campaign. The perception
hand over the premiership to Brown after two terms, meaning Blair’s decision tc |
election was a point of tension between factions in the party. Although Labour co
again, results were disappointing, with their majority cut from 167 to 66, and a s ¢
(only just ahead of the Conservatives). The Liberal Democrats, who were anti the

gaining seats and votes from disaffected Labour supporters who were unhappy v
the party in government. The loss of support was widely attributed to Blair’s dec

he remained prime minister, his authority was severely redu:- :d.

e =
Fan

Over the next two years the question of hovili ng %Lﬁi’”@élﬂd remain prime minis\
Much of the parliamentary Labour. "+ i/;gwkéen to see Brown ascend to the t.
popularity rapidly declining 3 - ‘”*‘M‘;uﬂ”go”ing fallout from Iraq. The media that h.
now at best Comm 0 u*ﬂge”}ff?ime Minister’s future and at worst openly host.

L

with regarc r's ieadership style and his controversial relationship with the L
colleagues. i 2nd, only Blair’s promise to leave office within a year, .
made at the 2006 Labour Party Conference, prevented an open leadership L
challenge. His final year in office was plagued with corruption allegations in |
which he was accused of handing out peerages (membership of the House L

o

of Lords) in exchange for money. By this point the Conservatives were

consistently ahead in opinion polls, sometimes by as much as 10 points, :
and a poor showing in the 2007 local elections saw Gordon Brown elected ﬁz
Labour leader unopposed, and become prime minister in June 2007. -

In many ways, Blair had the opportunity to become the most powerful of moderi
experienced the power that comes from an enormous parliamentary majority, the
opposition, and general popularity with the voters. But it is also true that Blair fe |
can apply to a prime minister, most notably with the dramatic changes in interna
experienced the two-sided nature of personality politics, whereby the media anc
position, but his own reputation suffered badly when he misjudged the public m¢

And it is perhaps true that the office changed him too — where once his
primary (arguably only) concern was popularity, by 2003 his conviction to
support US foreign policy was so strong that even the unpopularity of the
decision couldn’t change his mind. His confidence and optimism were
such a defining part of his leadership style, but also perhaps a critical
weakness as his popularity waned. His legacy is widely considered to have
deteriorated since he left office, in large part due to the foreis policy disaster thal
regarded to have become. In addition, Blair is both 7'5" e 1 9n e political right for
policies promoting large amounts of migratic. : o ! ‘f,,gssmyf‘r;[{urope in the mid 200!
left for his advocacy of free-marke? 705« if*ﬁ; solicies and military interventionism.
significance of Blair’s premi s o x“;ﬁf woth sides of the political spectrum define t
it remains hageame iri: | 2 )_mrirﬁ‘)é minister capable of delivering electoral success |

L

“I'm I
fallib
only «

UK Prime Ministers 1979-2024: From Thatcher to Sunak for A Level Edexcel Page 17 of &0

%//////////%/,
' s

&

y
]

a0

&

e
L

o

e

7%

i

)

V
L

P -
x\\\\\\\\

2

i
i

i

g
Qe

W

gy
\\\\\\\\\\\

g
o
&

i

i

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

,Ig

Edmcxtimn v




Gordon Brown (July 2007 - Ma

Table 1: Key dates in Brown’s premiership

Date Event
June 2007 Becomes prime minister after resignation of Tony Bla,
July 2007 Praised for response to failed terror attacks in Glasgoy
September 2007 Northern Rock faces a bank run
October 2007 Decides not to call snap election
February 2008 Northern Rock nationalised
April 2008 Compensation promised in U Q,., on scrapping of 10
13* October 2008 Government bails nut fgfs y:*w,{rg banks RBS, HBOS an.
24" October 2008 UK enterc.: @5 | ;7 o
June 2009 ) L",:;_ ot Cers Lses are published, causing outrage
April 2010 ?M;mecé?ded calling Labour voter ‘a bigoted woman’ wh |
6™ May 2( \ Labour come second to the Conservatives in the gene
11%" May 2 Resigns as prime minister

Introduction

After more than a decade as Chancellor, Gordon Brown became prime minister v
the heart of government than any other British premier in the modern era. Such ¢
required for what became a tumultuous three years in international events. Brouw
for steering a course through the global financial crisis, and providing leadership ¢
of the international community, as many of the world’s biggest financial institutic
however, he is widely remembered for his personal failings — in particular his inal
positive light in media appearances, especially in comparison to his more telegen

While Brown was often judged as good in a crisis, his ability to negotiate the eve |
policy was less strong. A lack of public and party support led to a series of situatic
dithering and U-turns served to undermine his authority and credibility in the joh.
with a global economy in freefall, added to a sense that Brown’s premiership wa.
the end of an era of stability in British politics. Whereas once the New Labour pro
and popular, under Brown it suddenly appeared surprisingly fragile.

This profile will assess three different aspects of Brown’s premiership:
e  Domestic policy
e  Governing style
e  Global financial crisis -

§
A
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Domestic policy

Brown faced a number of incidents in his initial months in power which hewas d.
effectively. In particular, a failed double terrorist plot which took place just days
provided an opportunity to showcase a change in tone from the previous admini:
understated response, dismissing the incidents as crimes of little importance, we.
appeared to have tired of Blair’s dramatic and grandstanding approach to the iss.
helped Brown in his early months is a united party — which had elected him unan
replacement — and a large improvement in the opinion polls dubbed the ‘Brown .

Nevertheless, it did not take long for the so-called Brown bounce
to be worn away by weeks of speculation over whether the Prime
Minister was planning to call an early election for late 2007 5
Brown allowed speculation to continue without cc..fi m & “or~
denying the rumours, many of his polscy AT wc;"j ents and
media appearances began to be j i Hh +iucontext of a pre-
election campaign. This we . e Wgart’cuiariy badly when Brown
travelled to rogmio 1 - B ush “troops during the Conservative

Fo _nier Prime Minister John Major accused

the drumbeat of solid, proper government’.

Although Brown had initially intended to call an election that he

was widely regarded as likely to win, worsening opinion poll Br;'w',’ W‘:ﬁ§
. . . . urin o
performance due to the rampant speculation slowed his decision Coniﬁé{

further, and in the end he surprisingly announced that no election

would take place until the end of his term in 2010. Though deciding

not to call an election that had never actually been announced may seem trivial, |
Brown as indecisive, chaotic and lacking in conviction — a public image that he st
his premiership, especially when combined with later U-turns. It also cemented |0
which would stubbornly remain for the following years.

A number of high-profile U-turns soon followea.
the UK up to the Lisbon Treaty — a further step
calling a referendum, which had been promlseé;
government. More notably, the scrapping of th%
are seen as negative as disproportionately affected low earners — was ¢
they make a government | eventually persuaded him to backtrack, annourg
look indecisive. | affected. In addition, his support for extending

| suspects to 42 days met with significant oppositi
eventually dropped even after exhaustive effo
Many of these decisions were widely considered to be embarrassments of Brow
credibility among the public and his party suffered accordmgiy

U-turn: when a
government publicly
reverses its position on o
certain policy. U-turns

i

i

\QX\WX\

F \%&\\\\\\\\\\\X\\\\%&\m

i

Brown did successfully follow up on constitutional rm‘y, A ma Bialr had failed to
abohshmg the ‘Law Lords’ — the highest cou** ) t wfémpnsed of members o
impact of the MPs’ expensef sgs ﬁa' ,,s wvmch MPs from all partnes were found g%
money for stemCth:t y T %aw not job-related, leading to widespread outragé
response o bisL e ",,;wb deemed slow and out of touch, in part because his d%
meant that 1 reluctant to punish his own MPs.

¥
i Activity: Assessing Brown

§ Mcake a table with two columns as shown below. Use this to list the constraints on
{ opposed to mistakes that he made. Use this to answer the question: To what ext
i of events during his tenure as prime minister2
i

i

i

i

i

i

i

i

s

.

Limits on Brown’s power Mista
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Governing style

Although he was accustomed to the role of Chancellor of the Exchequer, it imme.
as prime minister would approach government in a far more business-like way. k.
do, and that was to listen to the people about issues such as Irag and the NHS. T
suggested that Blair’s legacy would be ignored, but it soon became obvious that |
his own way, and that his approach to the relationship with the USA and Europe «
this respect, Brown was less interested in grabbing sensational headlines and be |
Blair had favoured, but instead focused on the management of government. He &
voters in politics in general and the Labour Party in particular.

Also in contrast to Blair, Brown publicly spoke of his desire £+ ‘A Government of /
represented a shift in governance in two regards. " 1y, g_fovm sought to include
necessarily Labour supporters or allies in the o m{“ﬁ;@fm"éovernment. This was eve
Democrats, to whom he privatelyf:;;; T gfwgme”’government positions, though his

Secondly, he sought to rest = .« “ec government after the role of cabinet had &
Blair years. K,

+ S

i
. e o . . »

DU \?-’V,ﬁymake more decisions through discussion, rather tha|

pounce decisions already made. His preference for cabinet was |

ill remained heavily reliant on a few close allies, notably Ed Ball

Perhaps the biggest contrast between the two leaders, however, is their approac.
lacked the charisma that had helped bring Blair to power, and his premiership is .
important this can be to the popularity of a prime minister. Despite a great deal ¢
appearances, Brown consistently failed to inspire voters on a personal level, and \
across as grumpy, distant and awkward in public. Brown often resisted the persc.
on the business of government and more formal matters. On those occasions whe
attempt to engage in Blair-style politics, such as by releasing videos on YouTube,
forced and inauthentic. It did not help that Conservative leader of the opposition,
relations expert keen to emphasise personality-style politics, whose youthful anc
created an image of someone far more comfortable with public scrutiny. The nevw
Clegg, also projected a similar image.

In this sense, Brown could be said to be a victim of his era. Previous prime minist.
expected to deploy the personal approach demanded of Brown. It could be said ||
presidential style introduced by Thatcher and greatly intensified by Blair, alongsic
media scrutiny of more trivial presentational matters, caught out a politician who
comfortable operating under the more formal expectations of the 1960s or 1970

The loss of media support that Blair had enjoyed also worked against Brown. Rupt
which had stayed loyal to Blair throughout his tenure, switched its support to the
media thus amplified the public image of Brown as ditheri~. iwkward and not su
moment in the 2010 general election campaign sa:..f 0 ¢ fresorded, unknown to
had been discussing immigration with ‘a i:;”: nedy ﬁ,ﬁa‘r‘i’i. The incident received
Brown was accused of being confzus t 4 1 towards the electorate and forced to
party saw it as another exai ) LItown creating an embarrassing situation by b
that he had nes ?‘ywra“lwiiability,

Talking point
What does Gordon Brown’s experience as prime minister tell us about the impori:
presentation in sustaining popular support? .
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Global financial crisis

The major event that occurred during Brown'’s premiership was the global financ |
the global economy entered recession. This was a major issue for the New Labou:
particular, as increased public spending on services such as schools and the NHS
continually growing economy.

It also presented a more pressing problem: if the banks
collapsed, then people’s saving could disappear, in.vestment bank’s branches
would dry up and the economy would be plunged into chaos. withdraw their <
Northern Rock, one of the worst affected banks, experienced bank collapses 1
the first bank run in the UK for over 150 years in September.
2007. Brown’s government took the dramatic deci;f;} u “" o | Bailout: the use
bring the bank into public ownership, thus t > 5fc g the the collapsing b
private debt into public debt and 05 € f}"% Jhe bank
collapsing. As the crisis spr¢ ) i owvernment took the
SaMme approZogelor i ¢ “?;;.sbréﬁ banks, and Brown

Bank run: whe

Recession: whe
economy is red.

promoted | CENY on the world stage as the immediate Credit crunch: ¢
solution to t¥ is, taking charge of international Brown years ta |
coordination in the response to the crisis by hosting at the had stopped let
G20 summit of powerful nations in London in 2009. As was the financial cri
often the case with Brown, he managed to turn even this e |

success into a much-remarked-upon public gaffe, once
declaring in Parliament, by Freudian slip, that he had
‘saved the world’ (having meant to say ‘saved the banks’).

While Brown’s leadershiy
widely regarded as critic.
of the initial global crisis,
almost collapsing and the
added to a prevailing sei
incompetence. The rece:
embarrassing for Brown |
promised that he would
economic cycle, yet he b
the banking sector, whic

For all of Brown’s persoi:
put forward by the Cons.
election was that Labout
Brown was more successful on the world stage ﬂf‘I " tes and overspent ©

than domestically. SN s o government spen
; “the levels of government
financial crisis and subsequent recoi ¢ - i:wzvgpuw"iic opinion was clear, and Brown ¢
was not uppermost in moct. “y Jiinds. The result in the end was a hung parli.
Labour’s poczamfc | « o achieving only 29% of the popular vote (almost as ba
result, and orse'than Labour’s dramatic loss in 2019). The Conservatives, h
and with th al Democrats demanding Brown's resignation as a precursor t¢

Labour, his short tenure as prime minister was over.

e e e e o e e e B o e e 5 O e e e P E
i s .
i Activity o
i Compare Gordon Brown with another prime minister who faced a major internat¢
I deal with it, and did it derail their premiership to the some extent? Z/

-
oo oooon 0000 o000 GOGG DOOON OGOD OOOH GODOK OO ODOO OO DOOOK OO0OD OO0 KOOGS OOOGK DOG0D OO OGOD GOOOK G00OD JOO0D OGO OGO DOGOD 30000 OOOH 0GB DOOOR S0GOD OO GODOK OOOOC S0OOO KOODD DOOOK DOOGE SOOOO OOGD DOOOK DOGOE OO OGOD OO GODOE OO0 00O OGS DOOGE KOOGS OO GGGB DOOOR DOGDD OO GBDOK OO BOGKD 0000 %
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David Cameron (May 2010 - Jul

Table 1: Key dotes in Cameron’s premiership

Date Event

May 2010 Forms coalition with Liberal Democrats

May 2011 Referendum on Westminster voting system

July 2012 Conservative backbench rebellion on Lords reform

July 2013 Passage of same-sex marriage law

September 2014 Scottish independence referendum

May 2015 Wins 12-seat majority in general election

June 2016 UK votes to leave the EU* i;;_jxj& ndum; Cameron ani
- lwf v

Introduction AP L -

David Cameron formed v > :é"pi;eté”xgovernments in his six years in Number 10. It
w ) jm‘s:"ﬁavf‘ter failing to win an outright single-party majority in |
: balition at Westminster since the end of the Second World War, |
many observers, he was able to form a purely Conservative government after wint|
- the first for his party since John Major in 1992. Cameron had hoped to serve a fu |
memorably comparing terms as prime minister to eating Shredded Wheat ina Ma |
wonderful, but three might just be too many’. As it turned out, he left Downing Str
term, after failing to persuade a majority of the British people to vote in favour of &
referendum. This event brought his political career to an abrupt close.

As prime minister, Cameron created a calm and orderly working environment in |
dispatching government business and chairing meetings. Accusations that he wa:
‘chillaxing” was often used of him) were not fair. However, he seems to have had |
minister beyond promoting economic recovery and providing stable administratic
inclusive, liberal conservatism. His leadership of the party in opposition had beer,
by modernising its image and broadening its appeal. In government, however, the
philosophy on policymaking was not always easy to identify. Cameron has often b
from a privileged upper-middle-class background, for having a sense of entitleme!
important for him to hold power than to do things with it. He once reportedly sa..
be prime minister, ‘because | think I'd be good at it

Cameron’s was essentially a managerial approach — managing the relationship w|
2010-15, handling different factions within his own party and seeking a second t.
role in keeping the coalition together for five years — something which few comn
formed. Yet ultimately his legacy has been overshadowed by the disunity brought
both in Parliament and the country.

> v w
& ¢ “W*'f e
We will examine Cameron as prime minizzc:  “elawOn to three areas:
e  Governing style and relatio» nip " twneé cabinet
e Impactondomestiz 6 &y »

e ThekEt b L o veferendum
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Governing style

The key fact about Cameron’s position after the 2010 general election was thatt
short of a majority and, therefore, had to conclude a coalition agreement with N..
prime minister, Cameron’s power was limited in ways that would not apply in thi
government. The key relationship was with Clegg, who held a unique position as.
previous deputies, such as Geoffrey Howe in the Thatcher Government, or John |
office by right as a party leader. He could have collapsed the government by with:
admittedly this was always a ‘nuclear option’ to which he was unlikely to resort.

One consequence of forming the coalition was that it compromised the prime m
power to hire and fire ministers. Five of the 22-strong cabinet were Liberal Demat
represented at junior ministerial level across most govery e t departments. Cat
sack a Liberal Democrat minister without Clege’s - ip gg};‘s .Healso had to overlol
high-ranking coalition partners. Business Zu. . arydiince Cable survived in office ¢
minister’s approach to immigra;irwp S Lo unwise’ — something which would i
party government. =

-

Coalition also meant that Cameron
unadulterated Conservative policy

the two parties were reconciled th!
on cabinet committees. Many isst.
bilateral meetings between Came
inner group known as the ‘quad’, ¢
Deputy Prime Minister (Nick Clegg |
and Chief Secretary to the Treasut,
Democrats were able to moderate

some cases, keep cherished Conse:

for example, the plan to replace th

Cameron’s power as coalition prime minister was ‘British Bill of Rights’ was abandon¢
restricted by the need to work with Liberal ‘

Democrat leader Nick Clegg. . X
99 The Liberal Democrats’ influence ¢

resentment among Conservative MPs who had wanted a more right-wing agend.
had not won an outright majority. As a result, a number of MPs were willing to re|
issues. The largest rebellion was in July 2012, when 91 Conservatives voted again:
Lords, which were strongly supported by the Liberal Democrats. This provoked th:
changes for elections to the Commons, aimed at reducing the number of seats fro
have favoured the Conservatives.

Clearly Cameron was frustrated in important respects by the presence of his coal
clear that he deeply regretted his inability to introduce an unambiguous Conserv.
liberal instincts corresponded with those of Clegg on a number of issues. A good ¢
of same-sex marriage, which he achieved with Liberal Democrat and Labour supp
MPs opposed the measure than voted for it. .

- -

Itis also important to note that, evenin &1 n, Cameron retained most of the |
most senior cabinet posts (Chanc#io. . 'cue Secretary, Foreign Secretary) were
chaired, or appointed the ¢ i .yinore than two-thirds of the cabinet commitie
bodies in wail@oc . . - e taken before being ratified by the full cabinet. He w.
Chancellor hom he enjoyed an excellent personal and professional bond th
Downing St “'This made Cameron more secure than Tony Blair, whose uneasy |
in the same post was a constant source of friction.

Activity: The coalition prime minister

Make o rable with two columns as shown below. Use this to list ways in which the ¢
constraint on Cameron, and ways in which his power and influence were not grec
do you feel that the experience of coalition was a serious disadvantage for him o

The coalition limited Cameron’s power Cameron contin.
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Impact on domestic policy

Cameron was in many respects a reactive rather than a proactive prime minister.

fundamental challenges to the existing UK constitutional settlement. The Fixed T
in 2011 primarily to insure the Liberal Democrats against an early dissolution of 1
important prerogative power from the prime minister. On the positive side, how.
security of a defined period within which to carry out its programme. The coalitic|
to hold a referendum on changing the Westminster voting system, but the result |
first past the post, which he had championed. Cameron’s side was also successfu
referendum, even if it was Gordon Brown, now out of office, who devised the of.
powers for the Scottish Parliament, in return for voters rejecting independence.

On a number of key policy issues, Cameron’s government c2~ jed out
Conservative priorities. Most significant was the tazk! g « “tho £163
billion budget deficit that he inherited from h L gxiyg;wg‘é\?‘emment.
This was done through the implemea:t 5n = ueeper and more
immediate public spending =+ §a§ .he Liberal Democrats had
advocated at tha 2017 « Ic.* In.it was a major embarrassment for
them, as th{ |

A ¢ ) lidon partners, when the Conservatives insisted

on pushing §{ n a trebling of university tuition fees, against the

Liberal Democrats’ manifesto pledges. ‘Austerity’ was the hallmark of
the Cameron years, but with health, schools and overseas development Camt
exempt from cuts at the Prime Minister’s insistence. demu:

In some areas, at least in the first year of the ¢
detached from the detail of policymaking, allo
more discretion than had been usual in recen:
the government in the case of its ambitious p.

Social enterprise: a business
which pursues goals of social
improvement by reinvesting

profits for that purpose, e.g.

the ‘Big Issue’ project which which ran into trouble and compelled Camery
assists the homeless. control over policy. Nonetheless, he struggle:

vision alongside the austerity agenda. As opp.
‘One Nation’: a strand of ~ creation of what he called a ‘Big Society’ one ¢

Conservative thinking which
seeks to reduce social
divisions in a ‘top down’,
paternalistic manner.

around the idea of a greater role for voluntary,
enterprises in delivering public services. It en.
citizens have as members of civil society. The |
__more compassionate vision of society than th.
‘Bedroom tax’: a reduction in | Thatcherism, while moving away from the Lab
housing benefit for tenants bureaucratic state. The idea was consistent wi
living in council properties that | nceryatism. But in practice it resulted in littl
were judged to be larger the term ‘Big Society’ was dropped before the
than they needed to occupy. .

main reasons. The concept was never develop

and failed to catch the imagination of the pub.
criticism that it was merely a cover for the running down of state-run services, w|
reduced, while working-class living standards were adver<e!: iffected by welfare
enforced cap on the amount of welfare benefits tP:;‘; "‘i‘;;‘ﬁe;fold could claim, an.

As Conservative premier in 2015-16, (3" wc ¢ . );’ieu”’fyo position himself as leading
people’. There were some impzo e r. s or the less well-off, such as an increase
shrinking of the state cay it e _’:;,\w:ﬁ further cuts to the welfare bill. He can be ¢t

gl ric . Lal, at a cost of widening social divisions through the au:
m vet, as the demand for independence revived following the 2
clear that thi not a final settlement. A more generous view of his legacy wol.
Conservatives once again a party of government by moving them to the centre gi.
recovery from the economic downturn that followed the 2008 financial crash ang
reforming conservatism for his successors. His was a pragmatic legacy, lacking per

reconciling a broad swathe of moderate opinion. .

Talking point .
‘Cameron’s personality was an important reason why his legacy in domestic polic
How far do you agree with this claime Give reasons for your answer.
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The European Union referendum

In opposition prior to 2010, Cameron had once said that the Conservatives must »
and concern themselves with the issues that mattered most to ordinary people, |
Yet ironically it was to be ‘Europe’ that destroyed Cameron’s premiership.

Cameron was a ‘soft Eurosceptic’, who believed in improving Britain’s position w
negotiation. He had some success — for example, in using his veto to block an EU
and securing a real-terms cut in the European budget. But these measures failed
Conservative Eurosceptic feeling, or to arrest the growing
popularity of the pro-Leave United Kingdom Independence
Party. In January 2013 he promised to renegotiate the terms
of Britain’s EU membership, and then hold an in/o:(ff; « *”
referendum, if he won the next general elecic 1. hi wds
quite a reversal for Cameron; in Ogtuin %gmﬂé had seen
off an attempt by 81 Cons<a 3 e “jcﬁﬁeﬁchers to push for
a public vote gemhis k) decision to hold the
referendun od wiat, despite his attempts to modernise
the party, C n was still to a large extent the prisoner of
the Conservative right wing. He feared that he would not win
in 2015 if he did not take this drastic step, because
Eurosceptics might desert to the more hard-line anti-EU UK
Independence Party, led by Nigel Farage.

Nigel Farage, leac:
one of the key fig..
Cameror

In order to win the referendum, Cameron had to win concessions from the EU th.
‘special status’, protected from the march of further European integration. Yet th.
from the EU in early 2016 were not enough to persuade all of his cabinet, let alon
he had achieved this. With five ministers refusing to back the proposals, he had t¢
responsibility and allow members of the cabinet to campaign on both sides of the
large, the renegotiation failed to meet the concerns of those who objected to un |
and wanted the UK to regain control over its own borders. Nor did Cameron’s cai
the economic dangers of leaving, strike a chord with voters in

deprived parts of the country, for whom the EU was a remote, elite Collec
project. Another blow was the surprise decision of the Conservative principl
Party’s most charismatic figure, Boris Johnson, to lead the ‘Leave’ cabine

side in the referendum.

Cameron overestimated his powers of persuasion. He assumed that, having pulle.
referendums, and then in the 2015 general election, he could repeat the trick. Ha:
decided to resign, even though he had earlier said that he would stay on whateve
so unambiguously for Remain, he would not be credible as *» | premier tasked wit
the EU. His abrupt departure, following the loss of 5 o’ “rer.dum on which he hi
demonstrates the power of external events '» snf’-*;mm”é an apparently secure m

g .

S o
iy *‘Iipi)“i>>;s:w.§i§ failure. The divisions associated with thﬁ
TR "f:f‘»g\_xhel’ﬁfwingiy defined his legacy. His critics argue that, s}//x
referendun§ niga, but he had no need to call the vote in the first place. The‘;
jeopardised ’s place in a union which was critical to its economic future ant
himself has argued that holding the referendum was the only way to address a |
UK about the country’s relationship with Europe. The debate on his legacy is not

Europe was Cameron’s grox
and ‘Remaing

i

.

R

Activity

Does Cameron’s downfall illustrate that, although he had led his party for over
understand it2 Compare his loss of office with that of other prime ministers you h
their relationship with their parties?

b
i
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Theresa May (July 2016 - July

Toble 1: Key dates in May’s premiership

Date Event
July 2016 Becomes prime minister after David Cameron’s res
January 2017 Lancaster House speech suggests an initially ‘hard’
June 2017 Government Iosgs majority in general election
Grenfell Tower disaster
July 2018 Resignati?n of Dnavid Davis (Brexit Secretary) and B.
over May's Brexit deal
. . e R . a.* £ . .
Novemnber 2018 Resagnatlon of Dominic ; , L iexnt Secretary) anc |
Pensions Secretary) s
January — March 2019 Governme st . xitagreement defeated three tim
May 2019 L G sen aa;w“gawrty comes fifth in European Parliam.
July 2019 ‘ ;‘”‘L _uves office after Boris Johnson is elected Consery:

Theresa May’s three-year premiership was one of the shortest of the post-war e
than that of Gordon Brown. It was also, because of her absorption in a single, se¢
problem of negotiating Britain’s departure from the European Union — one of the
Number 10 as a result of a Conservative leadership contest triggered by David Ca:
following his defeat in the June 2016 EU referendum. In the leadership battle all |
eliminated, meaning that she was chosen as party leader by Conservative MPsw.
membership beyond Westminster being held.

May was in some ways well qualified for the post of PM. She had been a compet.
an office whose holders have rarely progressed to the top job in politics. She was

administrator, hard-working with a strong sense of duty. Although she had suppe
referendum, May had not been as vocal as Cameron, and many people believed 1|
reconcile the two bitterly divided factions on Europe. Under pressure May was t¢
the downside of this was a stubbornness and lack of flexibility which made it haro
team leader.

In her opening speech in Downing Street, May strove hard not to be defined sole
addressing many of her remarks to those disadvantaged members of society who
managing’. Yet her words would lead to limited achievement. May’s premiership !
lose control over events and policy, through a combination of adverse circumstal

We will look at three key areas of Theresa May’s premier . 1. '

i

“People didy’

e  Governing style ” "L to the Brexit

e  Handling of Brexit e T of the public
. ot | .

e Impact on domestic policiss working toge

W e L
- .w‘”’

May used the patronage powers of the premiership to their full |
personality on the government. Nine of her predecessor’s ministers were sackec |
break with the Cameron era she dismissed his right-hand man, Chancellor of the |
all prime ministers, however, May did not have complete freedom to appoint min
deep Conservative divisions over Europe, she had to appoint senior figures from
cabinet and party unity as far as possible. The leader of the ‘Leave’ campaign, Bo.
Secretary for two years alongside the arch-Remainer Chancellor, Philip Hammon.
from the previous government by adopting a deliberately more business-like app!
formal setting and letting them talk while she drew her own conclusions.
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May was at great pains to project a ‘strong and stable’ persona, yet this conceale
introverted, rather solitary character, she trusted very few people. Her personal |
was poor, bearing comparison with the feud between Blair and Brown when they
Number 11 respectively. In the first year of her government she relied heavily on |
Timothy and Fiona Hill, officials who had worked with her at the Home Office. The
the single greatest mistake of her premiership, her ill-advised decision to dissolve
2017. After they both left Downing Street, May seemed even more isolated and ¢

The Prime Minister’s aim in calling an early general
election was to increase the modest 17-seat majority
that she had inherited from Cameron, in order to
strengthen her hand in negotiations with the EU. Events
did not turn out as she had anticipated. Although 1.2~
Conservative share of the vote increased =~ 2 4 Y
cent, the party lost 13 seats, leavi. i <« ~cauent for a
working majority on a ¢S %& “.ia'supply
arrangemecsaflilh I - . - ireland’s Democratic
Unionist Pa\ Py

.

The disappointing election result was due in part to
May’s lack of campaigning skills, which led to her being
dubbed the ‘Maybot’. She came over as awkward and
uncomfortable in public, and she lost respect by
choosing not to attend a televised debate alongside Labour’s Jeremy Corbyn and
showed a damaging lack of sensitivity in the way that she presented poorly thoup
the elderly. May’s authority was irretrievably damaged as, for the first time ever, |
reconsider a key manifesto pledge in the course of an election campaign.

Theresa May’s decision

;

The election miscalculation was without doubt the key turning point in May’s pre
regional party which represented the interests of a particular community in Nort.
Commons would now be subject to the conflicting views of pro- and anti-Europe:
The Prime Minister would also have to reckon with an array of opposition parties
government to account, would seek to frustrate her plans for Brexit. Above all, th
majority undermined May’s own authority, exposing her to relentless criticism aj.
her to control the cabinet and weakened her negotiating position as she sought
authorities in Brussels. .

.

.

Confidence and supply arrangement: o deal negotiated in the event of a hung:
minority party agrees to support the government on key issues, usually in exchan
votes with the government if the latter faces o no-confidence vote in the House af

Social care: the 2017 Conservative manifesto propc e s 1 form the way in wh
funded. At the time, if a person was in a resi er ial e and had assets totalliny
expected to pay the full cost of care cia' & ;diuéﬁof their home was included. |
receiving care in their own h~in 5.7 ¢ nuunifesto pledged to take the value of the
cases. However, the rmo & w ‘ffg.wﬁof‘ be taken until after the death of the perse
£100,00508 1 - .. .. ¢ would be protected.

Talking point
Review what you have read so far. Is it fair to conclude that Theresa May might
reasonably well as Prime Minister in ordinary times, but she was simply not equip|
time of crisis?
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Handling of Brexit

Theresa May created two new government
departments to handle the consequences of the
EU referendum: a Department for Exiting the
European Union and a Department of
International Trade. However, she kept the main
strands of negotiations with the EU leadership in
her own hands and was criticised for relying too
much on an unelected official, Olly Robbins. The
first of three Brexit Secretaries, David Davis,
resigned in July 2018, partly because he found
himself being bypassed in talks with the EU.
May’s own position on Brexit shift;j; il iv%; o
course of her premiershir 7 " ‘ncfrice she
was concern”' st ‘h;;yaitﬁ“ough a former May’s Brexit policy alienated |
Remainer, . now a convinced supporter of delivering the result
> outlined a clear-cut
determination to leave both the European single market and the

o i Single ma.
customs union in a speech at Lancaster House in January 2017, there are |l
and pleased hard-line Eurosceptics in her party by insisting that taxes on ge
‘no deal is better than a bad deal’. as tariffs) |

goods, seiy
In time, however, May moved towards a ‘soft Brexit’ in order to
safeguard the UK economy. Hard-line opponents of the EU now
condemned her for not delivering what they had voted for in the
2016 referendum. They criticised her for allowing the EU to
dictate the sequencing of the talks, agreeing to a £39 billion exit
payment and guarantees for the rights of EU citizens living in the Collective |
UK before trade talks could begin. May’s Brexit agreement whereby n
contained provision for the so-called ‘Irish backstop’, a promise to decisions ¢
keep the UK in a customs arrangement with the EU if no trade
deal had been concluded before December 2020. The EU insisted
on this feature in order to protect the integrity of the single market. This alarmec
might be trapped indefinitely inside a customs union. Davis’s successor as Brexitg
resigned over this in November 2018, followed by Work and Pensions Secretary £
to support the backstop on the grounds that it would treat Northern Ireland diffe

L

Customs o
common e
entering fi.
frade treal

After the loss of her majority in June 2017, the Prime Minister lacked the support
controversial measure through the Commons. The withdrav:s  agreement was de
January and March 2019, the first time by the largost o in .a parliamentary hist
over the cabinet also crumbled, with four mt te ¢ \;,an‘é’ining on a vote opposing
a clear breach of the doctrine of c2'ic " = _euponsibility, which would almost cet
dismissals had the Prime M' ¢ & E“Mwan in a stronger position. The chronic instabil

further unde, rediili n gﬁ%en‘\?’?able statistic; in three years she suffered a recar
related to K ’

i

L
L

o
-

Opposition MPs, and pro-Remain rebels within the Conservative Party, exploited
seize control of the parliamentary agenda. There was no majority for any altern
agreement, other than a clear demand that the UK must not leave the EU witho
May was rapidly losing the goodwill of Eurosceptic backbenchers. She survived a%
Conservative MPs in December 2018, although it was reported that she had agr ¢

Brexit as the price of retaining her party’s support for the time being. In }anuaryé

.

.

_

e

o
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A further blow to May’s credibility came when she was obliged to seek an extens.
the planned leaving date of 29 March 2019. This meant that the UK had to take .
scheduled for 23 May — a demoralising experience for Conservative activists, wh,
formed Brexit Party take 29 of the UK’s 73 seats in the Brussels parliament. Toa .
Conservative leaders in modern times, May lost the support of the party’s voluni
chairmen seeking a special meeting to discuss her leadership. She avoided arule .
a second vote of no confidence by Conservative MPs, but only by agreeing to clai

May’s inability to secure the passage of her withdrawal agreement was the root .
minister. On the day after the European elections, she announced that she woulg
chosen a successor. This was to be Boris Johnson, who had resigned as May’s Foi.
protest at her withdrawal agreement. His expressed williner« is to leave the EU w
endeared him to the Conservative Party members?f;& a ;f’as»also regarded as thi

defeat a resurgent Labour Party under the le * wil o ;gad’érghip of Jeremy Corbyn.
T v N

Talking point L e
Theresa Ma i be explained in terms of her loss of support in three |
House of s, L.e cabinet and the Conservative Party beyond Westminster.

ich one do you feel was the most important cause of her failure

e

-

-
L
L

L

]

S

L
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Impact on domestic policies

The government’s relentless focus on Brexit, and the loss of its majority, meantt
realised. An important exception was the announcement of a 10-year plan for tho
a 3.4 per cent annual increase in funding and a higher priority for mental health &
went ahead despite reports of misgivings from the Treasury, which had to find th.
Prime Minister’s insistence that this was a priority for the government.

There was limited progress in other areas. One of May’s personal

priorities on taking office was to allow the expansion of grammar Gramm
schools, which she regarded as a means of extending opportunity for Sec"“&‘;
gifted children from low-income backgrounds. It was a contrc versial Czn:iirff
proposal, with many critics denying that it was an effcucs w y of pat

) . . & B which ¢«
promoting social mobility. Grammar schools d':aj neg.wd from the acaden
government’s agenda after the 20173 fﬁ(g _probably because May /

- o
realised that they would erca = >y ‘£ much opposition.

There were some modest m.
economically interventionis
bills to help low-income con:
firms to publish the differen:
that of their workers. On the
present herself as a caring, |\
were weakened by her pooi
fire in Kensington, shortly ai
meet survivors of the disaste
cited at the time —gave an i
ordinary people’s concerns.

May’s slowness in meeting survivors of the Grenfell May gave off conflicting signa
Tower fire was widely interpreted as indicating a lack of . . .
empathy with ordinary people. taking office, she abolished t
Climate Change. Climate cha.
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, suggesting she did not reg
important. May also gave the go-ahead to build a third runway at Heathrow Airpoi
campaigners were opposed. However, shortly before leaving Number 10, May soup
credentials by announcing that the UK was working towards net zero greenhouse ¢
Nonetheless, May’s premiership was dominated by her failure to deliver Brexit. 7|
her mishandling of the process, switching from a hard-line Eurosceptic stance to .
struggled to navigate the competing factions at Westminster. Her miscalculation |
compounded her problems, leaving her virtually powerless. May persisted with a
support and which she was powerless to navigate through the Commons. Ultimat
disunity and division — not only in her own government a . i Parliament, but in t

E Talking point : .

1 Compare Theresa May’s ‘!er; W owive har of another prime minister you have sty
| that, given the shortne « # e 2nure and the scale of the Brexit challenge, she c¢
| achieved hoi > 1 iushe did?

[ o
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Boris Johnson (July 2019 - Septernr

Table 1: Key dates in Johnson’s premiership
Date Event
24" July 2019 Becomes prime minister following resignation of Theres.
3 September 2019 | Expels 21 rebel Conservative MPs from the party
12" December 2019 | Wins general election with 80-seat overall majority
31% January 2020 UK leaves EU

23" March 2020 First lockdown imposed on UK to deal with COVID-19 po.
8" December 2021 First inoculation against COVID-19 given to UK citizen
24% February 2022 Russia invades Ukraine A |
12 April 2022 Fined £50 by police fcr a ten ' g party at No. 10 in breac
6" September 2022 | Ceases to %;:‘& i ﬁj;g_m;xy‘sistéwf following his resignation an:
e f; 4 - -
Introduciedn
Boris Johns m:e prime minister in July 2019 when Theresa One Nafil
May resigned, having failed to persuade Parliament to approve her conservati
proposed terms for leaving the EU. Johnson had resigned earlier in country by
the year from May’s cabinet in opposition to these terms. obligation
His main intention when entering office was to ‘get Brexit done’. Cronyisn
whereby
Johnson held a long-standing ambition to become prime minister. exploits b
Following an education at Eton and Oxford University, Johnson to provice
entered political journalism, becoming Brussels correspondent for member {1
The Daily Telegraph and editor of The Spectator. In 2001 he (cronyism)
became an MP and was quickly appointed a shadow minister. not be qut
His political profile rose when he was twice elected the Mayor of Elitism: ¢
London and through a leading role in the ‘Vote Leave’ campaign advantag
during the 2016 referendum. He was appointed foreign secretary powerful |
by Theresa May when she became prime minister.
Boris Johnson was usually seen as a ‘One Nation’ type of Opportu)
Conservative with a pragmatic approach to many issues. circumstan
He developed an ability to appeal to voters beyond traditional principles
Conservatives mainly through his persona as an entertaining self-intere
speaker with a somewhat unkempt appearance. However, he had Populism
also developed a reputation for less appealing attributes including promotes ‘
elitism, cronyism, opportunism, populism, carelessness, alone rep
untrustworthiness and lying. - struggle @
e & elite esta.
Despite winning a general election in Decembe=2 19 “ihan —

overall majority of 80 seats, Johnson fzu a4 2lf announcing his
resignation in July 2022. Quest.t é’“a“%g ik iifs behaviour and actions during his tire
the majority of Conservi. * # ..concluding his continued leadership was bad for

@, e

In order to Lhe extent to which Boris Johnson was in control of events and |

premiership r five headings:
® Gove?rmng st)/Ie ‘We will
Getting Brexit ‘done’ \
once ah.

Crisis management of COVID-19 pandemic
Russian invasion of Ukraine
Johnson’s resignation

we havo

Each of these will focus on the extent to which Johnson was in control of the eve.
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Governing style

When Boris Johnson became prime minister, he made wholesale
changes to the cabinet inherited from Theresa May. Johnson removed
17 of May’s cabinet through dismissal or resignation. All three of the
key officeholders — Chancellor of the Exchequer, Foreign Secretary and
Home Secretary — were changed as Johnson rewarded his supporters and made &
no opposition within the government to his plan to leave the EU by 31°* October |

Myp
and o

Johnson had experienced recent leadership roles as Mayor of London (2008-16)
campaign (2015-16). He liked to work with a small number of high-calibre experi.
people Johnson appointed were his No. 10 key advisers. Thes + included those he
Dominic Cummings from the ‘Vote Leave’ campaig’; P ;'?’ .
o

In many ways Johnson was a presidf;’,; | ff\}r}p,.zprir'ﬁye minister. He sought a high ¢
and photo opportunities arc.x % ‘e ;E&,.mtr"? and abroad. He wanted to be seen as |
policy but reliegan laun hi} Sters and staff to get to grips with the details and deliy

For the first nths of his premiership, Johnson did not have the Red We
numbers in Parliament to ‘get Brexit done’ in the way he wanted. the Nor
However, this changed once he won the general election in Midlarne
December 2019 with an 80-seat majority. New Tory MPs from the held by
‘Red Wall’ seats gave Johnson the credit for getting them elected, won by
while the core of the Tory ‘rebels’ who opposed him leaving without 2019 ¢
a deal in October were no longer in Parliament. —

Boris Johnson achieved his plan to take the UK out of the EU at the end of Januar,
this and planned to oversee the delivery of his other manifesto promises. There &«
remain PM for 10 years.

However, he was faced with the biggest peacetime emergency of any governmet
COVID-19 pandemic — and this took precedence as death rates and hospitalisatic

Johnson’s pragmatic approach |
demonstrated by his acceptanc
wide range of financial job sup.
combat the health and econon,
these decisions despite knowin;
section on the right of his party
small state views and were am¢
Johnson also acted quickly in ac
once it a_ available and puttin
ore 1r-awme in place.

Johnson sought to centralise di
example came shortly after the
election. In February 2020, Joht
reshuffle. He made clear to Sa}
Exchequer, that retaining his pu
Johnson developed a reputation for bending rules and  sacking his team of advisers. Hg
avoiding accountability during his tenure in office. Javid could differ from that of |\
was unacceptable and resignec.
This centralised model meant Johnson’s own No. 10 advisers were given significa
heavily relied upon by the PM. So, when Dominic Cummings was accused of brea:
May 2020, Johnson avoided sacking him by saying no rules had been broken. It w.
us, a different rule for Boris and his friends’ criticism which followed later decisia:
alleged wrongdoing by himself or by his colleagues.
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In fact, this approach to government was part of a wider strategy
to avoid being held to account whenever possible. Attempts to
question his approach on many issues were treated as ways to
undermine him and he perceived them as undemocratic. He
considered that the people had spoken, they had installed him as
the political leader for the next five years and it was his role to
deliver his promises in a way of his choosing. This approach was
often seen during Prime Minister’s Question Time where he
batted away hostile guestions by labelling them Westminster
tittle tattle in which people were not interested. His only concern
was to deliver ‘the people’s priorities’. In the many questions
over ‘partygate’ Johnson reacted through denial, unawars 5,
or diversion. He avoided giving in-depth interview ..z m ;fa who
he considered were hostile, most notabé\;jh ' 3CTWo
independent ethics advisers re%ﬁ"ﬁ“ " w >+ ne effectively refused
to recognise the role of th2' | 5o arcode in setting criteria for
what was uzssllot: . - > aviour. Johnson felt justified in saying
that the Su;} Court was wrong when it unanimously

ruled his ac ask the Queen to prorogue Parliament in
September 2019 unlawful.

E Talking point
i

Partygate: |
which took |
May and [
confravent .
regulations,
they occurt.
and a cabl
report) fou
penalty no |
police, inch.

Prorogue |
discontinuin
for a peric.
exercised 1
Royal Prero

M

In what way was Johnson’s attempts to avoid being held to account damaging to Bt
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Getting Brexit ‘done’

In his campaign to be leader, Johnson promised party members he would
‘Get Brexit Done’. The UK would leave by 31 October 2019 with or
without a deal. Unlike with May there would be no more extensions.

Once he was party leader and prime minister, Johnson set about
achieving his promise. In late August, Johnson announced he would ask
the Queen to prorogue Parliament from 9% September to 14" October
2019. With Parliament only returning from its summer recess on

3 September, opposition parties together with around 20 Conservative
MPs considered Johnson was manoeuvring to leave the EL! »:~ thout a deal
by sidelining Parliament. Convinced a ‘no deal’ wo;‘;ﬁ ge ;’disgster for the
country, they combined to pass legislation r«n i '“?Wgw%rﬁment to get
parliamentary approval for any prosis fa;;ﬁement, including no deal.
In addition, the Supreme s 5 5 ff;ﬂse“m\}olved in the constitutional
legality of Joh i “okg\;ioﬁﬂof the legislature and on 24" September
ruled that I'g Larawfully in advising the Queen to prorogue
Parliament - five-week period.

Johnson was confident he could overcome the deadlock in Parliament if
there was an early general election. However, the Fixed-term Parliaments
Act 2011 took the decision out of the prime minister's hands and passed
it to Parliament. Twice in early September he asked Parliament to vote
for an election but was defeated. Political opponents felt this was
another attempt to engineer a situation to allow the UK to exit EU by
default and with no deal. Only when his opponents had forced him to
apply to extend the leave date to 31% January 2020 did Parliament agree
to a general election in December 2019.

Boris Johnson swept to victory in the election with an 80-seat majority,
and this allowed him to leave the EU on 31° January 2020 with a
relatively ‘hard Brexit’ deal. The treaty he signed left Northern Ireland
(NI) remaining in the EU single market, with a customs border check
created between Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK. The situation
arose because Johnson was committed both to maintaining an open
border between the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland (established as
part of the 1997 Good Friday Agreement) and signing an exit deal with
the EU by 31" January 2020. The right-wing Democratic Unionist Party
(DUP) were furious because NI was regulated by the EU in its trade with
the rest of UK in a way England, Scotland and Wales were nat |

This implied they were not a fully integrated part oft e .~ waich would
play into the hands of their political oppore * pt ‘“ﬁ,ﬂg-ﬂ“ofa united
Ireland. Johnson was aware this coi - f"iv@’iwb(}t needed a little more
time to convince the EU, Al y} N “';ﬁiun*’s he suggested proved
unacceptableggmhe © | V‘»gwusé?hey compromised the single market.
The DUP plg, iistrongest card to pressurise Johnson to find a
solution by 5 the power-sharing executive and causing the collapse of
the Stormont government. The UK government even threatened to break
international law if the EU did not agree to a change. At the time of writing
(March 2023) the dispute and consequences of the Northern Ireland
Protocol remain. Brexit is largely but not completely done.

Talking point
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Was Boris Johnson justified in the methods he attempted to ‘get Brexit done’ by o

o
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Crisis management of COVID-19 pandemic

On 30" January 2020 the World Health Organization declared a
public health emergency of international concern. COVID-19 had
taken hold in East Asia and all governments needed to prepare
for its spread around the world.

The pandemic was the biggest health issue that any UK
government has had to deal with for over 100 years. In assessing
how this was dealt with by Boris Johnson it must be emphasised
that a network of other institutions and individuals were heavily
involved in giving advice and acting.

- ;j s
The UK government’s measures to cope witiit e ,"*?;ﬁeﬁ{xic
became focused on five key eiemf;;j;m s F £
1. Lockdowns JE L B The COVID-19
2. Test an e o il Johnson's pres
3. Equip N3 with the means and materials to treat conducted o qui.
severe & ‘cases very high d&

4.  Immunisation
5.  Economic support schemes for jobs and businesses

1. Lockdowns

With deaths from COVID on the rise, the first national lockdown started on 26" |
reduce the spread of the virus by stopping non-essential contact and travel. In et
home unless they met the exemption criteria. Boris Johnson took a good deal of ¢
late. Italy, Spain and France had reached this stage nearly two weeks earlier.

This lockdown lasted until the middle of May, when restrictions were gradually i
that the last ones went. By the middle of September some restrictions were reim,
second national lockdown was in place, with Johnson claiming it was necessary to
disaster for the NHS’. This lockdown was lifted at the beginning of December, but
London and the South East remained. On 6" January 2021, a third national lockde
restrictions lifted in April, but it took until July for all legal limits on social contact
2. Test and Trace ;
Test and Trace for England was introduced at the end of April 2020, one month af
force. It was presented by Johnson and his Secretary of State for Health, Matt Ha:
which should prevent the need for further lockdowns. Within their party there we
significantly reduce economic output and conflict with the Conservative view on i

Even though the programme was titled ‘NHS’ Test =0 i . e, he government ha.
on the private sector to run and staff it. Bori @ h Lf»,,»x asked Dido Harding, a Cons
Lords and former chief executive =% *t"",'ﬁqvpisoﬁe company TalkTalk, to be its heg
many firms to run testing < ";;,E“’j,ms samples and manage contact tracing call ¢
were awardegamth '?*jf»}\:@ririgor competition.

L

By the time d Trace ended in July 2022, the government had allocated £3%
Committee of Public Accounts Report issued in 2021 described it as an ’eye-wat%ﬁ
nearly 20% of the 2020-21 NHS England budget. The Committee acknowledged %
and staffed speedily, and it did massively increase the UK’s testing capacity. HO\/\%
Large sections of the population did not engage with the system, a significant peﬁ

capacity that was paid for was never used, and there was a poor record in turmnﬁ
.
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3. Making the NHS ready to cope

An early move was to free up beds for COVID patients. Firstly, Matt Hancock, the
to transfer many elderly patients to care homes. Secondly, the army was used to ¢
around the country into hospital wards which could be used for non-COVID patier
Hancock initiative for an increase in COVID ocutbreaks and related deaths, since no
transfer. The new hospitals were created very rapidly, but a lack of staff meant th.

The need for personal protective equipment (PPE) for NHS staff treating patients v
virus took hold in the country. This included items such as surgical masks, gloves, g

The National Audit Office (NAQ) reporting in November 2020 noted .

that at the start of the pandemic the UK had very low PPE <t piles ::zg: z::
and failed to spot warning signs. Consequently, the .o nt foiwed and other
the scramble for equipment from around 2=« rlc rices rose in place #
sharply. The great majority of pg}:';w.,ag " . = nent (by value) of PPE ina way |
went through the Departr & ﬂi wuitn and Social Care (DHSC). competitiv
Transparencasdlim . = ) produced a report in April 2021 T—

analysing gd nt spending on UK COVID-19 procurement and

in particular Between February and November 2020, they uncovered 73 cont.
described as questionable because contractors had a political link to the governing |
was uncompetitive, or the contractors had no previous experience of supplying goo
for PPE worth £2.9bn.

4. Immunisation

With the outbreak of COVID-19 there was a worldwide race to develop a vaccine.
support to UK pharmaceutical companies and universities in this drive to develop
The success of the scientific community in creating vaccines in record time was h
On 2" December 2021, Johnson took credit for the UK being the first country to &
use, with the first jab given a week later. He claimed further credit for quickly buy
from different sources and argued his move was only possible because we were |\
This seemed to be based upon a decision by EU member states to purchase stoci
according to greatest need. There was, however, nothing to stop an individual EL

Johnson had begun managing the country’s response to the pandemicin a very ¢
was feasible to plan and deliver vaccinations to the population, a wider field of e
engaged (e.g. Local and Regional Authorities). The result was that most of the po.
ordered and efficient way over a relatively short time period. Challenges did arisi.
refused to be vaccinated.

5. Financial support

With lockdown measures being contemplated in March, the bvernment was qui¢
measures to deal with the hardships that business.w ‘nc 1 Jeii“workers would exp
was ‘The Coronavirus Job Retention Schemis v ‘Fuiough’ which committed the ¢
to a monthly limit of EZ,SGO/me"E;.}»w t . n.wdges of employees who could not we
restrictions. The scheme s L "».rv;m,w’Ab'Fil 2020 to September 2021, cost around @
9.5 million jgeslhe © - _aim was to ensure the economic structure remained |
emergency’ | Trie Resolution Foundation praised Boris Johnson and Chancell
scheme and ing it through, saying it proved a great success in protecting pec
preventing mass unemployment.

L

Other measures included grants to the self-employed and small businesses, intei¢
medium enterprises, and an ‘Eat Out to Help Out’ scheme to support jobs in the%
These measures were generally seen as necessary and appropriate, but the appl%
and risked fraudulent behaviour. In January 2022, Lord Agnew of Qulton resignet
Treasury and Cabinet Office citing the government's failure to tackle fraud in loan
companies he claimed were not trading when the pandemic happened.
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Activity: Assessing the UK’'s COVID response

List the good and bad aspects of how the UK dealt with the COVID-19 pandemi.
credit should go to Boris Johnson and his government for the good (most /some /¢
rests on their shoulders for the bad (most / some / a little). Justify your decisions.

Aspect of response Good or bad
Most

Russian invasion of Varoo.o -
g

On 24" February 2022,
Johnson had been ene.
weeks prior to this cor|
see European allies ani
actions they should ta.
disaster it would be fo.
it clear to the British po
the country fully backe.
attacked. On the same
addressed the nation it
He committed the cou
defend their sovereign:

Johnson bought his flailing premiership extra time by becoming
close allies with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, following NATO had already madt

Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine. their military to fight, f&

conflict to spread. Joht
package of economic sanctions, sending weapons and humanitarian aid. Johnsor,
relationship he built with President Zelenskyy of Ukraine, which was strengthene
risky visits to Kiev. To some extent, Johnson saw the opportunity for the UK to pl.
stage and perhaps form a link between the USA and EU where there was some d |
solve the conflict. Johnson's colleagues in government often presented him as le.
Ukraine war, but to his critics this was overblown when considering the bulk of n|
sent by the USA, and EU countries played a much greater role in providing home:

Ukrainian refugees wanting to come to the UK had to app!v 2 d receive a visa bef
form they had to name a sponsor in the UK who w7 i ' 4 teprovide them with
six months. Once here, money was given o~ lg\"ﬁ;y{»tugiat'}aer with their sponsot.
The system was widely criticised foo e 5 < ».aplicated and overly bureaucratic, &
was probably inevitable thz ¢ “\f“;_mr‘iés closer to the border with Ukraine wou ¢
refugees fleeizmhe n &,Q;;'th‘e’UK government gained a bad reputation for noi
receiving v fugees.

Talking point
Should the UK have done more to help Ukraine refugees to get to Britain? Why ¢
and his government did not take a more proactive role to ensure greater number:
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Johnson’s resignation

Johnson lost a good deal of credibility for his honesty and integrity in November .
parliamentary majority to negate a House of Commons Standards Committee rep
Owen Paterson had repeatedly broken lobbying rules and should be suspended 1
30 days. Over 100 Conservative MPs defied the three-line whip in anger with Joht
reputation had suffered another battering over his involvement in and handling o
section on Governing Style), and the subsequent by-election in Paterson’s constiil
the first time in history, with voters giving Johnson’s behaviour as the main facto:
‘Partygate’ trundled on inexorably, and then, on 30" June 2022, the straw that bi:
came. Chris Pincher MP, a deputy chief whip, resigned following an incidentata |
was alleged to have sexually assaulted two men. Boris Johnz~ 1 appointed Pinchet
Office in July 2019 and promoted him to the whip';,,;: &J; jfewsfuary 2020.

w‘wf

As the media began reporting the;jf. e g’i:ﬁpw‘ther accusations of similar misco.
parties began asking quecti oy .« ~ui wnat Johnson knew when appointing him &
out to argue Lesmori w};er‘“‘ﬁ‘id not know of any specific complaint against P\

hn.un was aware of media reports of specific allegations, but th
» a formal complaint’. In a very unusual intervention, the forme
State at the Foreign Office, Lord Simon McDonald, took to the national media to ¢
statement ‘was not true’. He gave more detail about an earlier BBC report that so.
Foreign Office some staff had made an official complaint about similar behavioui
investigation concluded the misconduct did occur. McDonald not only confirmed |
had been informed, but that he had been told ‘face to face’.

The next morning, on 5 July, Johnson did an interview with the BBC and accepte:
complaint and findings but at the time of appointing Pincher to the whip’s office
the conversation’. He did accept he ‘had made a bad mistake’ in not acting after |
complaint against Pincher.

This interview set off a wave of resignations from the government. First, Sajid Jav
Rishi Sunak, the Chancellor, resigned, and over the next two days 30 ministers an
government positions followed. Most referred to the lack of honesty and integrit,
reason for resigning. Johnson’s reaction was to fight back, finding replacement m.
had such a massive mandate from the people that it was his duty to stay. Howevi
inevitable and announced his resignation.

Research Task

Research the resignations of Dominic Cummings in 2020, Lord David Frost in 202 |
All three had been appointed by Boris Johnson to his governing team. Find out wh
circumstances of their resignations. Explain how each of t-» esignations may ha

L
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Liz Truss (September 2022 - Octo

Table 1: Key dates in Truss’s premiership

Date Event
6" September 2022 Becomes prime minister following resignation of Bo
8" September 2022 Queen Elizabeth 1l dies
23" September 2022 ‘Mini-budget’ presented to Parliament
26'" September 2022 £ falls to an all-time low against the $ sparking finan
14" October 2022 Sacks Kwasi Kwarteng as Chancellor and replaces hii
17% October 2022 Hunt reverses virtually all of ‘mini-budget’ tax mea:
20" October 2022 Announces resignation a; t:";g; f'minister
o fj .
Introduction -

fo.w - wgé.....ﬁf m

Liz Truss became prime riv. *gf;:;wﬁ‘”’sweptember 2022 following the resignation
intention wassl@atc © . < lice was to rapidly introduce a ‘bold plan to grow the ¢

Truss had b unak comfortably in the members’ ballot to earn the right to
country. However, in the lead-up stages where only MPs voted she had not founy
In round one she received just 50 votes of the 358 cast. By round five she reache.
represented less than one-third of Conservative MPs.

Truss described her parents as left wing and accompanied them on various demon:
state secondary school in Leeds, she gained a place at Oxford University to study Po

At university she was an active member of the Liberal Democratic Party; she becy
and spoke at the 1994 national conference where she promoted abolishing the n\

On leaving university, Liz Truss became an accountant and shifted her political alleg
Party. Various explanations for this have been voiced, including a strengthening co.
free market economics, and a judgement about the best way to build a successful ¢

She became a Conservative councillor in London before getting into Parliament a.
She was involved with two right-wing think tanks and co-authored a book Britan::
free market solutions for improving the UK’s economic performance.

By 2012, Truss was a minister in David Cameron’s coalition government. During t
she supported Remain. When Theresa May replaced Cameron, she promoted Triu:
time May resigned, Liz Truss had become pro Brexit and Johnson retained herin |
Trade Secretary and later Foreign Secretary. These posts gave her the opportuniiy
straight-talking politician with the EU over the Northe:ﬁ ¥ 5:1 protocol and wit
Ukraine. She also seemed to invite comparisor.w'.n'l ‘2 suret Thatcher through s
closely copied images associated with th ;i ¢ )g*ime.—*f"“’rninisterl

R
G .
Wy .

When Liz Truss stood tc: /€ «.¢ Buifs Johnson as party leader and prime minister,
ambitious, geil-n < 5 aard-working and determined politician on the ideologic:
appealed t gl \dinary members of the party. People who knew her spoke of th
a self-belief ier abilities, singlemindedness, opportunism, a willingness to take

make the right call at the right time. It is these characteristics we need to bear in |
her premiership turned into such a disaster and she earned the title of being the ¢

in UK history, lasting just 49 days.

We will look at three key areas of Liz Truss’s premiership: E Talking point

e  Governing style ! What case is there
o  Economic policy | changing the way t
e  Resignation Ll -
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Governing style

In putting together her government team, Liz Truss was guided by TaxPayer
her promise to deliver a policy for growth. She was clear in her founded i
mind what it would contain so only chose people to be in her team taxes ane

who were of like mind and who would not in any way oppose or
delay it. Ethics ac
‘The Inde.
In selecting her cabinet, she chose to reward her supporters and interests’ ¢
removed those who had backed Rishi Sunak for leader. PM on m@
Kwasi Kwarteng, a co-author of Britannia Unchained, became ministeridi
Chancellor, James Cleverley became Foreign Secretary, Su?!\‘\1 Supply 31
Braverman became Home Secretary and Thérese Cafizy © «tane helps busi
Health Secretary and Deputy Prime Minister( ut '*{;mwfﬁ{e likes — ysually
of Dominic Raab, Priti Patel, Gran?ﬁ; fi ’;f;’r; stephen Barclay. reducing |
%5 e —

Truss also recogmed & 3*;£Qch”6“far, the experienced permanent

secretary al ea.ury. She had convinced herself that preceding Conservative
radical actio ow the economy because of what she termed Treasury orthodt
When a story broke that she planned to sack the Cabinet secretary Simon Case a-
became wary of advising against her proposals.

Truss appointed Mark Fullbrook as her chief of staff. He had run Truss’s leadersh
association with the Conservative Party as a strategist but had no experience of u
minister’s workplace. Matt Sinclair became her chief economic adviser. He was a |
TaxPayers’ Alliance and did work for the Institute of Economic Affairs, a right-wii

Asked during the leadership campaign whether she would appoint a new ethics ¢
existence of ‘numerous advisers and independent bodies’ is ‘one of the problem:
me, it’s about understanding the difference between right and wrong, and | am s.
with integrity’.

With her team in place, Truss was |
I think there’s a danger in politics of and return to the fundamental Co’|
being too risk-averse.” - Liz Truss and shrinking the state’. With only t
election she calculated there was @

decisively. Two days after Liz Truss became prime minister, Queen Elizabeth Il di¢.
parliamentary activity to a virtual standstill. Although she had some formal activi.
take up much time. With the official mourning lasting until 20" September, the n¢
more time than anticipated before her plan for growth was presented to Parlian\
Kwarteng, her Chancellor, Matt Sinclair, her economics art i er, and one or two

through the plans and adding further supply side 5iF ssij ‘)§§, b

i

Talking point sl &
L e i s e
Are cutting tegggs ¢ ' . | ng'the state the fundamental policies of the Conserve

en 1. policy positions?

e
.
%
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Economic policy

On 23" September 2022, the ‘growth plan’ or ‘mini-budget’
was presented to Parliament by Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng.
Apart from one large spending commitment (to support
consumers with their energy bills over the next two years),
the rest was essentially about tax cutting. The 45% rate of
higher income tax was abolished, while the previous
government’s tax measures were radically altered.
Proposed increases in corporation tax, dividends and
National Insurance were reversed, while the plan to
introduce a health and social care levy was abandoned.

There was nothing in the plan which explainio he f{;(m: :

money was to be raised, and yet l;{;gm U f;jfda the House Liz Truss and Kwas: |
of Commons that the pron¢ o .« nuiunot lead to any less cutting agenda whic,
money for puggmse v s e conclusion drawn was that have collapsed the ¢
kte.iued to borrow the money.

caused mainly by COVID-related global supply issues and energy problems

created by the Russia-Ukraine war. Truss had been told on many [ |
occasions that her plans to fund tax cuts by borrowing in the hope of [
getting higher growth was a very risky strategy. It would add to inflation, g
raise interest rates further and make servicing the national debt more o
expensive. Rishi Sunak had spelt this out to her during the leadership fu
debate, but she dismissed it as ‘project fear’ and ‘scaremongering’. \‘...

The reaction to the ‘mini-budget’ from the fina,
Responsibility (OBR): wefe worried by the scale: of borrowing and tha
a public body set up in an mdepen@ent OBR (Office for Budget Respo.
2010 to provide accompanying the plan. They became further cc
independent analysis on said he envisaged more tax cuts taking place.

Office for Budget

the public finances.

The exchange value of the pound against the du
rate of interest the government had to pay whe
selling bonds rose sharply. The Bank of England said they needed to ‘deliver a sig:
response’ to calm the markets. This meant buying bonds at the time they were ¢
in their attempt to reduce the inflation rate. The purchase of bonds did return th.
the Bank of England governor made clear their response was only going to last tw
in Truss’s court; she could only be confident the markets would stay calm if she .
action. She tried first to send the right signal through an arrr incement by Kwas

turn on plans to cut the 45p top rate of tax, but this v as it eaough. The saving o
of the money they were borrowing for the g » i yﬁf,m;-‘*ér); 14" October, with the
about to expire and pressure from o1 ¢ x;:r‘w,az,»ba’ckbench MPs, Liz Truss sacked Ku
replaced him with Jeremy by o s "

i
&

an promoted by Liz Truss was based upon the premise that cutting
economic growth. By accessing the site of an appropriate think tank such as the &
pressure group such as the Taxpayers’ Alliance, investigate the path by which the
the other. Can you see any problems with the case made?
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Resignation of Liz Truss

After sacking her Chancellor, Truss held a news conference to say that parts
of the mini-budget went further and faster than markets were expecting,
adding there would be some reductions in public expenditure and the
previous government’s increase in corporation tax would go ahead.

On 17" October, Jeremy Hunt gave a televised emergency statement saying,
‘it is not right to borrow to fund a tax cut’ and indicating most cuts given in
the mini-budget would be scrapped, the energy price cap would

only be for six months not two years, and there would be some cuts in
public expenditure.

Several Conservative MPs were now calling for Trugs b ;’fgr;challenging hercr.
mandate on which she was elected was clea v de "{:‘ﬂ}rwﬁyeywater. There were rui
Brady (Chair of the 1922 Committ;j;; i ii&;(.@l\fed notes expressing no confiden.
showing the party still losin o . 2ivand a YouGov survey of Conservative Party ¢
wanted her fogm i |

In an evening televisic
was sorry for the mist.
remained committed
leading her party into |
it was not clear towh.
survive the situation. |
would be disastrous fo
leader so soon after re|
feared his return. How
. ‘ support from the stari,
i1 : - done nothing to appe.
places in cabinet to sa.

Tru.ss announces her resignation, just.SO da)‘/s‘after being On 20% Octo ber, she h:
appointed by the Queen. She holds the ignominious record of

being the shortest-serving PM, by a wide margin, in more than and shortly afterwards
300 years of British politics. who called the meetir

not be too surprising i\
collected sufficient op
had to go.

In her public announcement she stated ‘We set out a vision for a low tax, high gro

advantage of the freedoms of Brexit. | recognise though, given the situation, | ca;

which | was elected by the Conservative Party. Therefore . . m resigning as Leat
o

o - ‘
§

b L . - oo ) .
Within a week Rishi Sunak became leader innt uipgpused election and replaced
- e

S
L e
0 G S R Y U O R SO S S R O GO S R S e L i o S O R O S O O SO S R O SO O S O O SO R SR S GO R WY S AN
G

L -

Talking point A4
‘ /¢y nen polls rating a prime minister’s performance have on a p

r

Activity
Using this resource, list the policies and events you feel Liz Truss was in control of ¢
Decide which two items on your list were most responsible for leading to Liz Truss
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Rishi Sunak (October 2022 - Jul

Table 1: Key dates in Sunak's premiership

Date Event
October 2022 Becomes Conservative Party leader and thus UK PM
January 2023 Issues his ‘five pledges’ for 2023
January 2023 Fined by the police for not wearing his car seat belt
March 2023 Introduces Windsor Framework to replace Johnson’s conten |
December 2023 | Loses whipped vote in the Commons on infected blood scanc
January 2024 Agrees new deal with DUP to restore government at Stormo.|
May 2024 Calls general election N
July 2024 Loses 2024 general election, i ﬁ:}; _ewest ever Conservatiy
Remains as Op_goiit;? - ";‘ ;;er siitil a new party leader is elect
e\ o
N el MX
Introduction A o

i .

Rishi Sunak } nin Southampton in 1980. He entered Parliament in 2015, be.
over the Con ative Party leadership in October 2022 and so became the fifth
eight years. There was no leadership election because other potential candidates
first leader of colour and first Hindu PM. His relative youth (as the youngest PM &
inexperience perhaps played a part in some of his later political difficulties. As Ch.
COVID pandemic who presided over the furlough giveaway and other costly but
Sunak was popular and his energy, optimism and persistence
were admired. However, as PM he lacked the legitimacy and
personal mandate of election, and he also lacked the charisma of
some of his predecessors. He was seen as a ‘details man’, always
well-briefed and disciplined with a managerial and pragmatic
style of leadership. He inherited the unpopular legacy of PM
Johnson’s broken promises, serial dishonesty and ‘Partygate’
scandal (though he himself was later fined by the police for
involvement in it); and he had to address the damaging
economic consequences of PM Truss’s short tenure. He promised
to restore stability and pledged a government of ‘integrity,
professionalism and accountability’.

This profile will assess four aspects of Sunak’s premiership:
e The economy

o Adivided party

*  Governing style

» Decline and defeat

“This gov.|
professio
level. Tru.
~ Righi S

The economy oA adll
- . "~~;~

peril i wice asa hedge-fund manager at Goldman Sachs, com\
Chancellor § j_ personal wealth gave him a keen knowledge and interest in et
problem wa economy itself. A decade of austerity after 2010 was compoung
stint as a committed neo-liberal. Her ‘mini-budget’ proposed large but unfunded |
financial markets and caused the pound to plummet while interest rates, mortgag
Inflation peaked at over 11% in November 2022. In addition, the COVID pandemic
high government spending — under Sunak as Chancellor — and had contributed t@%f
70 years. Brexit — which Sunak had strongly supported — caused the economy to
independent Office for Budget Responsibility) and it was increasingly unpopular ¢
invaded Ukraine in February 2022, causing sharp rises in global oil and gas prices |

former Conservative PM Harold Macmillan reputedly replied when asked what we

S

Sunak’s earg
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‘Events, dear boy, events’.) The resulting cost-of-living crisis, together with

the largest fall in real incomes since WW11, were voters’ main concerns i
when Sunak came to power. There were widespread, often prolonged and 5
broadly popular public sector strikes by doctors, nurses, firefighters, o
teachers, transport workers, posties and others. The junior doctors’ strikes |
continued even through the 2024 election campaign. According to opinion ke

polls, the Conservative Party had lost its valued reputation for economic
competence. However, by the time of the 2024 election, inflation had
fallen back to 2%, economic growth was creeping up (though it was still
under 1%) and interest rates seemed likely to go down soon, so Sunak
argued that the economy had “turned a corner’.

Activity i T
Compare and contrast Sunak i 161 ¢ . Tuime Ministers who have faced internat
handle them, and how s s wure they?

The pro-Brexit result of the 2016 EU referendum emboldened right-wing
Conservative Party Eurosceptics, while increasing the popularity of small,

more right-wing parties — notably UKIP / Brexit / Reform UK, all successively

led by Nigel Farage. PM Sunak had to expend considerable time, energy and
political capital trying to manage his profoundly divided party. Conservative
factions proliferated, especially on the right. Like PM David Cameron, therefore, in
some respects Sunak was a prisoner of his vocal and combative right wing. For exan
Suella Braverman as Home Secretary just six days after she had been sacked by PN
sharing confidential information on her personal email. Her new appointment ange
parliamentary party, and Opposition leader Keir Starmer accused Sunak of doinga
vigorous anti-EU party faction European Research Group onside. Meanwhile, neo-| |
Conservatism (PopCons) called for big tax and welfare cuts — instincts which Sunak
immediately, though tax cuts and £12 billion welfare cuts were promised in the 20

|

Sunak also had to contend with the culture wars stoked against the

b 1}
o
[s}

‘Guardian-reading, tofu-eating wokerati’ (Braverman), which riled whic%
centrist MPs in the party such as the One Nation Conservatives. Sunak id%%
himself was socially conservative on gender issues and immigration. %
Opp%

the 58

‘It's really simple. Sex meang biological sex... Our children all o¢
shouldn’t be taught gender ideology in schools.” - Ric' . the wi?h§

i M %g

| However, both ‘legal’ and ‘illegal’ imm
under Sunak’s premiership. He pursue
asylum seekers to Rwanda without as%
2023 the Supreme Court ruled the plat
Rwanda was not a safe country — pro
legislation which declared Rwanda to b
decision-makers to treat Rwanda as a &
ignore court rulings which said other

-

\\\\%ﬁi\\\%@\\\\\\\%&\\\

o

Sunak visits Border Force in Dover

‘We will pase new laws to stop s
if you come to this country illega
swiftly removed.’ ~ Rishi Sunak

-

e
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Meanwhile, some of his MPs — mainly on the right — were quietly jostling to replac.
Badenoch, who was a member of a WhatsApp group of fellow MPs called ‘Evil Plot
Dorries, remained loyal to Boris Johnson and criticised Sunak for ‘squandering” Joh |
They also did not forgive Sunak for being among the first to resign from Johnson’s .
approaches to governance which, said Sunak, were fundamentally too different’ - |
There were also defections of some well-known MPs (as well as Tory donors) to ot
Elphicke to Labour and Lee Anderson to Reform UK. Even former editor of The Daiiy
called himself ‘an instinctive wet of the old Heseltine-Clarke persuasiory, in other v
who believed that ‘Brexit has been a disaster’ — said, ‘I'm putting faith in Labour to |

oo
E Talking point
i

To what extent does a substantial majority in the Comme:. 0 Ip or hinder a Prime
Lollabllbaiilbaniliail Ll i 4 .
: »,NMJJ S

-

s

L 4 -
o L

e .
pakis @ !bvg,;lea”éership described it as thoughtful, cautious and p.
hesitant, di. les. and weak. He was slow to discipline or sack ministers who bt
ministerial ibility, such as Suella Braverman, Gavin Williamson and Dominic
against MPs such as Liz Truss, who backed Nigel Farage at a far-right summit in the
declared that ‘the UK is controlled by Islamists’. He did (unlike Liz Truss) appoint an
Democrats compiled a list of 17 possible breaches of the ministerial code in 18
months under PM Sunak, none of which he referred to his ethics adviser.
Deputy Liberal Democrat leader Daisy Cooper said that ‘brazen disregard for the
rules has torn up standards in public life and eroded trust in our political
system’. Sunak also made many policy U-turns, largely to placate the right wing
of his party: for example, dropping mandatory house-building targets,
abandoning the promise to ban ‘conversion therapy’ (which seeks
to change a person’s sexual orientation), scaling back the HS2
high-speed rail link and ditching some net zero policies.

Governing style

Supporters of

‘It's not 1
the price |

In his November 2023 reshuffle, Sunak gave former PM David Cameron (no longe!
brought him into Cabinet as Foreign Secretary. This won the Prime Minister somg
experience and a cool head, but it angered some of his MPs — was there no suita
ranks? Opposition MPs also complained that they would be unable to hold the Fu
Commons during a time of exceptional international unrest.

Sunak also sometimes seemed to lack political nous. One example was when he
trans jibe at PMQs even though he thought that the mother of a murdered transg
the Commons public gallery. Also, in December 2023 — despite his relatively com |
lost a whipped vote in the Commons, on his government’s <!~ w response to the it

. &

Sunak had come to power seeking to contrat in o w'the careless dishonesty ¢
. et . . - 5 C . .
of Truss. His critics accused him of ~0 « « or 1 g 'Integrity, professionalism and act

. o G
rewarding loyalty and apns . & s2utious backbenchers.

s

Activity

Is it fair to be Sunak as a ‘weak’ Prime Minister? List some of the difficulties

Due to circumstances Due to decisions

L
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Decline and defeat

PM Sunak did have some successes: he largely avoided economic recession; resti
calmed UK~EU relations; maintained the UK’s staunch support for Ukraine agains
finally legislated to quash the convictions of the falsely convicted sub-postmaste
victims of the infected blood scandal. In January 2024, Conservative MP Simon C.
resign but conspicuously got no public support from his colleagues.

However, from early 2023 onwards, the opinion polls showed Labour with a cons
the Conservatives. Sunak’s party suffered bad losses in the 2023 and 2024 local e
parliamentary by-election defeats by Labour and the Liberal Democrats with swii.
Conservatives. In total, the Conservatives lost all but one of *! & 14 by-elections W/
Sunak’s 18-month tenure. Including party suspensi;j;} a {:ﬁie;ections, by June 20

had fallen from 80 to 38. , P
. . e

T i L o A .
Meanwhile, perhaps eyeirgc o s ivion polls, almost 80 Conservative MPs declai
standing at thgmmexi« © v 0 In January 2024, Sunak said his ‘working assumptiar

in .hie second half of the year’. It was therefore widely expectet

economy might have been ‘turning a corner’, but most of the portents were not
his MPs were baffled and angry. Sunak also had to concede that no planes woulc
Rwanda before the election. His election timing was widely seen as a miscalculat.
election campaign and static opinion polls — sealed his fate.

E Talking point
' Should Sunak have pursued the Rwanda policy? Why / why not?

The six-week campaign began inauspiciously for Sunak when he made the electic!
Downing Street, drenched in pouring rain (with no umbrella). The stark visual me|
‘Drowned and Out’. There were further missteps. Sunak’s decision to leave early |
France angered many traditional Tories. His visit to the Titanic Quarter in Belfast |
‘captain of a sinking ship’. There was also ‘Gamblegate’: an election betting scant
candidates and officials (as well as ‘close protection’ police officers) were investiy
Commission and the police for allegedly placing bets on an election date which t\
before it was publicly announced. Sunak was slow to disown the party candidate.
officials to ‘take leave of absence’. This reinforced public perceptions of ‘one rule
themselves, not for us’. The Conservative Party campaign, meanwhile,

resorted to a series of outright fibs during the campaign, including

rebranding their online party press office as an independent fact-checking

site and producing inaccurate information about Labour’s n'a is. Sunak felt
obliged to deny that he would quit even before tho 2 = " A was held; and to
promise that he would remain as an MP for nf"fyhvt-?”gyéars whether his

party won or lost the election. .~ 1 L

G e
.. .
{ For o saextensive media coverage after he announced thal
UK and standing for election in Clacton. Reform UK’s averag

, the campaign did little to shift the opinion polls.

Meanwhile, Mg
leadership
of 16%. Oth

On 4™ July, the Conservatives won just 121 seats — their worst ever result — whileg////ﬁ
of 174. There were at least four main reasons for this outcome: firstly, a widespr%
among voters after 14 years of Conservative governments which had not seen sig;g
standards or public services; secondly, a low turnout of 59.9% (due to complacerﬁ
anger); thirdly, the Conservative Party, which was plagued by disunity, dishonest%
and finally, there was Sunak himself. He had lost to Liz Truss in the September 20,
his warnings about Truss’s tax plans as ‘fairytale economics’ proved correct); anc
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in October without any election, so he lacked the legitimacy of a personal manda
found him to have a net favourability score of -56 {equal to his party); worse eve |
though not reaching Truss’s record -70 at the end of her short tenure. {Keir Starn.
To Sunak’s supporters, he strove valiantly to cope with international crises and do
he had failed his own tests of professionalism, integrity and accountability, as we

Lewis Goodall (in the i newspaper 28.6.24) said that we should not feel sorry for
‘When historians speculate as to how it could be that the Conservative Party move
the atrophy of 2024 they will identify several key moments: the appointment of R
Partygate; Truss; and the general election campaign of 2024. Sunak had a hand i

However, Sunak’s premiership demonstrated how PMs arz.o. t wholly in control ¢
at the mercy of party pressures and external even’u: f\if fas»personal weaknes:

o _— ;.} A — -
: Talking point P L

= Who was more reseoi e fc Mhe”é&onservcﬁves’ 2024 election defeat — the Prii
Pl PR R e e e B B B B
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Exam-style Questions

Question 1

Source 1
The Conservative Party’s majority after the 2019 general election wa:
Neither John Major, David Cameron nor Theresa May was able to wi
in Parliament, yet Boris Johnson has done so. It is also the largest ma;
in Parliament since the 2001 general election, in which Tony Blair’s L
second consecutive landslide. o

i .,,,wf -

For many, it seemed as th;}‘ i *’h;g _ays of giant parliamentary majot
behind us. Two hi» o . lizaents and a less than convincing majorify
ge' - o confirmed this. Such a situation is highly unust
ridealt with in different ways. David Cameron decided {

orward and his first term was indeed surprisingly stable ar
seven parliamentary defeats, though electorally disastrous for his coq
Liberal Democrats. Theresa May took a different approach in her con
arrangement with the Democratic Unionist Party, though ultimately |
record-breaking 33 parliamentary defeats. There is no doubt that hay
thorny issue of Brexit exacerbated her troubles in securing the suppoi

Johnson'’s short period governing as a minority administration was t
as he lost 12 parliamentary votes in a period of only two months. Siri¢
has won every parliamentary vote, but that hasn’t prevented a series
early premiership, from the dramatic resignation of his Chancellor ta
coronavirus pandemic.

The big question is whether the Johnson government plans to use its
resume what Lord Hailsham once famously described as “elective dic

S

-

-

Using the source, evaluate the view that a prime minister requires a stron
order to govern effectively. .

L

]

Question 2

L

L

SRR i ) . G
Evaluate the view that cabinet limits the » in ° - auiister’s power in an effe

W .

In your answer you should mc' ise (¢ etevant knowledge and understanding froi

¥ e
Lo

W L . . 4 . g . . o
2gs. X 0 conisider this view and the alternative to this view in

s o

-

core political id

Evaluate the view that the involvement of prime ministers in crisis mana
on power.

_

It your answer you should make use of relevant knowledge and understanding fre
core political ideas. You must consider this view and the alternative to this view iy

i
“
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Mark Schemes

Indicative Content for Question 1

The past decade has seen a series of close election results that had made the
dictatorship’ feel like an issue of the past.
Yet it has still been possible for government to function reasonably effective
pointing to David Cameron’s coalition. The small number of parliamentary d.
coalition years suggest a relatively stable government despite no party havii,
(though what the source doesn’t tell us is the extent of compromise that ma
achieve this). ;
The source also highlights that despite his large p2!i - ae étary majority since
Johnson has still faced difficulties governing wvei = .atively early on in his ter
impact of international events, ir th s 2 ( i:he"”&’gronavirus pandemic, which
considerably. This demoar .t ites e w"’éfin which a prime minister can lose
large majority and . *{g‘ ;:;iélﬁg, and relatively quickly after a general electi.
£ 1ing glair’s premiership, or the financial crisis during Brown
: le source suggests that it was not simply parliamentary arithme
many problems, but also that she had to resolve an especially difficult politic,
of the debate, Brexit was an existential issue for many in her party, and she \
difficulty if she had overseen a less unusual and divisive parliamentary term.
However, there are lots of other indications in the source that a parliamental
The fact that May’s quantity of losses in Parliament was ‘record-breaking’ su|
did indeed lead to ineffective governance. Her biggest mistake is widely reg.
the 2017 general election.
In addition, the dire electoral consequences for the Liberal Democrats since .
extent to having to govern within the limitations of coalition, in which no pa.
further suggests that a lack of majority reduces the effectiveness of governn
maintaining public popularity.
Finally, the fact that Johnson was virtually unable to govern as a minority ac.
general election, yet has had no issues in implementing his agenda since win
general election, provides us with convincing evidence to support the view a.
A convincing conclusion would be that a strong parliamentary majority is no\
effective governance. Clearly the behaviour and opinions of cabinet membe.
legislation on controversial subjects, and the development of international e
strong majority. At the same time, however, it is reasonable to conclude tha!
important factor.
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30-mark Extract Checklist

30-mark Extract Checklist

AO | Marks | Level description s

g
Students portray accuracy vynth a v:sabl§ attention to detail in o %//////////%/,
knowledge and understanding of theories and concepts surrot. /
Their knowledge is integrated consistently to support analysis o A

The result is convincing general points throughout the answer. //////
g8 p g g/////%

Students portray detailed and accurate knowledge and unders.

9-10

a0

7-8 and concepts surrounding UK politics, which are used efficient | %////////g/%

relevantly support analysis and evaluation. Relevant general g %//////;///Z

AO1 Students portray accurate knowledge and understanding of th. %/ | %
Knowledge 56 surrounding UK politics. Knowledge is 1:s ;d efficiently and is ro| gy,

o

broader analysis and evaluation .« = .y zlevant general poini
Students portray soms k' ov §9f;gz-d§’1§ understanding of theot
3-4 surrounding ;"; v lite & vonich are sometimes used to support . —

evaluas " Sn arelevant general points are made. .
b f?\tmortray surface knowledge and understanding of the. o
T ////////////

»«uﬁ{ounding UK politics, with little to no analysis or evaluation i L
No content worthy of marking. L

.
\\\\\\\\\\

2

e
v

i

|

Students show strong perception in formulating a reasoned an. %////////////////
material, making consistently convincing links to political theo)| //
7-8 Students show consistently good, reasoned analysis of the sou —
making multiple reasoned links to political theories and conce.
AG2 56 Students show mainly reasoned analysis of the source materia . //%
. links to political theories and concepts. %/// //
Analysis - - - B
3.4 Students show some signs of analysing the source material, my ////////////
links to political theories and concepts. % /%
1-2 Students show little to no reasoned analysis of the source mate //////////////
links to political theories and concepts. m—
0 No content worthy of marking. %//////;
Students engage in building an entirely relevant evaluation on | W///////
9-10 | source material, making strongly effective and reasoned judge:
arguments throughout. Conclusions are entirely reasoned as
Students build an almost fully relevant evaluation on politics u.
7-8 material, making strong judgements and arguments throughou!
mostly reasoned conclusions.
Students build a mostly reasoned evaluation on politics using |
AO3 5-6 material, making good judgements and arguments throughoi
Evaluation generally reasoned conclusions.
Students engage in formulating some evaluative work on polit.
3-4 relevant judgements based on the source material. Some of ti
still partly descriptive in content leading 9 poorly reasoned arg
Students engage in little to no e i » ve vork on politics, mak.
1-2 | judgements based on thi sc ‘i‘réa)tjte”riall Many of these argu: COPYR;GHT
descriptive in B ) ) o ing f"g poorly reasoned arguments. PROTECTED
0 No carar. g’ng_;sy of marking.
Balance If an an<alit . _balanced then it cannot receive above a level 2 (12 m

al s .Ad evaluation that is not connected to the material in the extr:

-

or AO3 marks.

Source |
Analysis

,Ig

Education
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Indicative Content for Question 2

Cabinet plays an important role in the functioning of government, and there

effective in limiting the prime minister’s power.

A good example of this could be Theresa May: her cabinet represented a ca:
differing views on the issue of Brexit. Because her cabinet was composed in |
legitimacy to continue as prime minister without frustrating either factiona |
majority in 2017. However, it also meant that she could not approach Brexit |
to listen to the views in her cabinet, thus limiting her own power significant,
Another good example could be Margaret Thatcher. Her 18-year rule as Con:
after she lost the support of her cabinet on key issues. The loss of cabinet su|
context which led to her resignation as prime minister. This demonstrates thi
also end the tenure of even a very powerful prima.y s 3:’

In order to govern, the prime minister must . i"éfi‘f;,;ﬁeéc‘countable to their cab
example of a prime minister who v s (¢ _ccountable to his cabinet, and as.
among his party after 20C ft; L -

However_there o+ fe;:«ms examples of cabinet not being an effective ch:
e ;worfilc'fbe the way in which both Tony Blair and Margaret Th.
: in power without ramifications. Because they had large major|
popular support, they did not require the input of their cabinet in order to g.
the ability to limit their power.

In addition, Boris Johnson appointed a cabinet in 2019 that largely represen
Conservative Party and excluded the other. This would suggest that the cab)
scrutinising the prime minister as there is little difference in opinion.

A likely conclusion would be that cabinet is only effective in limiting the prin
they are lacking popular support among the public or a majority in Parliamen
minister has both of those factors in their favour, the cabinet is highly ineffe.
minister’s power.

Synoptic links to Component 1 include the way that the prime minister’s pou
success, the legitimacy given (or not given) to the prime minister as an elect |
political parties and the party leader’s power over the cabinet, and party-pa
cabinet members.
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Indicative Content for Question 3

Crisis management events since 1979 include the Falklands War (Thatcher), |
Iragq War (Blair), global financial crash (Brown), COVID-19 and Russia—Ukrain
markets upheaval {Truss). There is a need to choose two or more of these ai
came about.

Outline why such events can be so problematic for a prime minister. Prime ¢
mandate to carry out a programme through either winning a general electia
contest. By their nature, no mandate exists for the actions a prime minister .
unforeseen crises. In addition, they are likely to be diverted from their existi
Whichever event is chosen, discuss the situation of the PM when the crisis bi
COVID-19 crisis arose, Boris Johnson had recently gained a large majority in &
done’ and was looking to deliver on his manifestc..o * i "ments such as ‘leve
Margaret Thatcher was midway through her f’f??}z,i;fhf, standing very low in t
dissension, and unemployment =g

Analyse the approach tak Syt = Qi\'?fﬁto the crisis — were they quick to take
and did they me=t ', - fd;po'sition from within and/or outside their party? |
har o odched it? For instance, it can be argued that the Argentit
: hed crisis involving a clear and direct challenge to the UK, whei
complex issue making a clear and decisive response much more difficult for |
immediately clear what impact it would have on the UK or what actions coul
In deciding whether the prime minister was weakened (or strengthened) in ||
appropriate indicators. These may include resignations from government, ba
elections, opinion poll shifts, media reaction, failure to get policies through,
result of the general election following the crisis. There is a need to assess he
was due directly or indirectly to the crisis management episode.

In summing up, it is probably reasonable to conclude that the Falklands Wai
becoming more powerful. The financial crisis involving Liz Truss led rapidly to
‘Black Wednesday’ led to a direct and quick reduction in Major’s power and |
removal from office four years later. The Irag War, and its aftermath, is seen
Blair’s standing as a popular and respected leader with a consequent reduct.|
in 2007 came about partly because of his role in the Iraq crisis. Gordon Brow
influence rose from his role in dealing with the global financial crisis. Howeve
UK meant he had little scope for continuing to keep the economy moving up.
Blair’s Chancellor. His opponents were effective in laying the blame at his doi
factor in him losing the 2010 general election. Neither the COVID-19 crisis ng
Ukraine was a key factor leading to Johnson’s resignation. It was not so muct
personal behaviour which caused his downfall. The self-inflicted damage he
in his honesty and integrity over ‘partygate’ was central to his loss of power.
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30-mark Essay Checklist
AO [ Marks | Level description
Students portray accuracy with a visible attention to detailint.

k led d und ding of theori d —
9-10 noyve ge an us;\ ’erstan ing o t’eorses and concepts surrf)af %//////////////
Their knowledge is integrated consistently to support analysis o //
The result is convincing general points throughout the answer, %//////////%
Students portray detailed and accurate knowledge and unders. ///////
Vo
7-8 | and concepts surrounding UK politics, which are used efficient | A4 %
relevantly support analysis and evaluation. Relevant general p. g
y supp y g P %
AO1 Students portray accurate knowledge and understanding of th.

Knowledge 5-6 | surrounding UK politics. Knowledge is used efficiently and is re | %/////é/////

analysis and evaluation. Mostly relevant ceneral points are ma.

e
L

g

Students portray some knowledsaun: vui jﬁjerstanding of theor
3~4 | surrounding UK politics, svhi h ;; _..ometimes used to support ¢
evaluation. Soma» el 1 _genieral points are made.

Studeri 5}""%}( 1 w;urf’éi:e knowledge and understanding of the.

a0 :;fr; f;sg“fng'politics, with little to no analysis or evaluation.

.
\\\\\\\\\\

e

| ..0'content worthy of marking. //// @

. - |

i
Students show strf)ng per(.:eptson I“n formulatmg akreas’oned an. //////////
concepts or theories, making consistently convincing links bety

and concepts. //
Students show consistently good, reasoned analysis of political %////////////

2

e
v

i

/-8 theories, making multiple reasoned links between material ang
AO2 56 Students show mainly reasoned analysis of political concepts a. /////////////%
Analysis relevant links between material and concepts. % /%
Students show some signs of analysing political concepts and t > ¢
34 some relevant links between material and concepts //////////////
12 | oeking smple inks between materiol an concepts. - I thas”
0 No content worthy of ki %///////é////%
y of marking. %////%
Students engage in building an entirely relevant evaluation on | W///////

9-10 | strongly effective and reasoned judgements and arguments thi
Conclusions are entirely reasoned as a result.

Students build an almost fully relevant evaluation on politics, ma|

-8 judgements and arguments throughout. This results in mostly re.

56 Students build a mostly reasoned evaluation on politics, making

AO3 and arguments throughout. This leads to generally reasoned cu
Evaluation Students engage in formulating some evaluative work on polit.

3-4 | relevant judgements. Some of these arguments are still partly o
content, leading to poorly reasoned arguments.

Students engage in little to no evaluative work on politics, mak.
1-2 | judgements. Many of these arguments are only descriptive in ¢«

poorly reasoned arguments. e T
0 No content worthy of m=rki g." ?»-),; s COPYRIGHT
Balance If an answer is not balange 't @ ﬁcanﬁ\z)t receive above a level 2 (12 ny PROTECTED
o Fir w»“gb

,Ig
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Model Answer for Question 1

Introduction

As Source 1 explains, there have been a series of close election results over the ¢
have (in theory) strengthened the power of Parliament relative to the governmer
salience of the issue of ‘elective dictatorship’ that was described by Lord Hailshai
majority government is in decline has recently been reversed by the result of the |
the Conservatives secured a comfortable majority. This period in politics is, there
determining whether or not effective government requires a strong parliamenta.

Argument against

Point 1: There are some reasons presented in the source to doubt the claim that .
strong parliamentary majority. Perhaps the most obvious nci t to make is that go
function effectively during the coalition, years desnitc 4y f«ér‘w’ possessing a maju
explains that the coalition was relatively stale ar 1 g;awéﬁsﬁfful and was only defe.
suggesting most of its legislative ase: *i/;; n.plemented without difficulty.

G

Point 2: The sauirce 3in¢ Ve jfg:rfs tﬁat, despite the fact Johnson now has a large |
still seen hi };\af'sijéniﬁcantly destabilised by international events —inth.
This serves { onstrate how dramatic an impact international events can hav.
large majority, public popularity and having recently won a general election. Sim |
of the financial crisis on Gordon Brown’s premiership, or the chain of events that |
Blair’s premiership.

Point 3: In addition, the source also suggests that it was not simply parliamentar,
May so much difficulty governing during her time as prime minister, but also thal
difficult political issue of Brexit. It could be argued that it is unlikely Theresa May |
passing her legislative agenda in Parliament if it wasn’t entirely focused on a high
divisive issue which was considered existential by most parliamentarians. This agy
and circumstances can also make effective government less effective.

Argument for

Point 1: The source also presents good reasons to support the claim that effective
parliamentary majority, however. Most obvious among these is the fact that May
difficulty securing parliamentary support and ‘faced a record-breaking 33 parlian.
suggest that her government was highly ineffective, and the fact that her party o
Parliament is clearly a major reason for this. Her decision to call the 2017 genera
subsequently lost her majority in Parliament, is widely regarded as her biggest m |

Point 2: In addition, the source highlights the dire electoral consequences for the L
governing alongside the Conservatives and without a majority in Parliament. This v
coalition was not effective, at least in terms of public popularity. The Liberal Democ
position as the UK’s “third party’, and have continued to receive poor results in elec:
agreement. This loss of support is widely attributed to the = i\ ficant compromises
junior coalition partner, and should serve to quest’ it ”\éjé,iecﬁveness of playing s\
- ! o
Point 3: Finally, the fact that Johruon i is Zirtually unable to govern as a minority
general election, losing 2 4t 1 Linis parliamentary votes, and yet has had no i
agenda sincgegl@nir > . _ajority at the 2019 general election, provides us with k
support the at effective governance and strong parliamentary majorities a

Conclusion

In conclusion, it could be said that a strong parliamentary majority is not the onlsg/;
effective governance, as international events and circumstances, the behaviour c%
of parliamentary opinion regarding controversial legislation, and public populari%}
all are capable of disrupting prime ministers even with large majorities. Howeve%
source would appear to support the view that a strong parliamentary majority IS%
ensuring effective government, and without a strong majority a prime minister v\
their agenda in an effective manner.
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