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Teacher’s Introduction

How to Use this Guide

This resource is designed to assist students in their understanding of Robert Louis Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde. Many students will think they know the plot of Jekyll and Hyde, even before reading it,
because of its position within popular culture and reference. However, the novella goes far beyond the basic
notion of a split personality. Stevenson’s exploration of class systems, religion, science and societal expectations
in Victorian England, as well as the focus on the duality of human nature, relevant to each and every one of us,
make this a fascinating text to teach.

The resource helps students get to know the text, ensuring that they feel confident analysing key themes,
characters and contexts. The material highlights key areas that students need to know prior to examination, and
encourages them to explore the text in new ways.

The guide comprises the following sections.

e  Plot Summary: Brief outline of the overarching narrative and structure.

e Section-by-section Analysis: Summary of each chapter, with in-depth analysis. Chapter analyses are titled in

the same way as they appear in the novella, and also numbered for ease of analysis.

Characterisation: Detailed analysis of key characters and how Stevenson presents them.

Relationships Mind Map: Helpful visual reminder of the interactions between characters throughout the novella.

Relationships Analysis: Simple to understand analyses of the key relationships in the novella.

Settings: Analysis of the key settings, their meaning in the text and impact on Stevenson’s characters.

Themes: Detailed study of the key themes, their meaning and effect.

Ideas and Messages: Exploration of Stevenson’s ideas, and relation to the ideals and norms of the Victorian era.

The Writer’s Use of Language, Form and Structure: Analysis of Stevenson’s language choices, encouraging

students to consider how form, structure and language combine to shape meaning.

Context: Focus on key contexts of [Victorian England, societal norms and fears], and genre.

e  Key Term Glossary: Easy to understand definitions of a range of key terms which students should be using in
the own analyses. These definitions are also found in boxes throughout the guide.

e  Further Reading: Suggested reading to help students further their understanding of contexts, genre and
possible analytical approaches.

e  Suggested Answers: Indicative content to help students prepare for assessment.

Activities, essay questions and exam tips can be found throughout. The guide is designed in this manner to
address the assessment objectives for GCSE English Literature for students studying AQA, Edexcel, OCR or Edugas.

Edition of the Text
The text used in this study guide is Oxford World’s Classics; Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and Other
Tales, published in 2008 (ISBN 978-0-19-953622-1).

April 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other English resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Specification Information

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde appears on AQA, OCR, Edexcel and Eduga
therefore, aims to help students in the preparation for sitting with any exam bo

AQA: 8702

e Unit Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19" Centurv

e Exam: written paper. Closed book. .

e Section B: The Nineteenth Cer:: _ Students answer ONE question o
Case of Dr Jekyll and ysing an extract provided, and exploring

OCR: J352

e Component 1: Exploring Modern and Literary Heritage Texts. Total percent

e Exam: written paper. Closed book. 2 hours.

e Section B: Nineteenth Century Prose. Students answer ONE question on the
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde), from a choice of two. Either analysing an extract pro
the novel as a whole, or answering an essay question based on their knowle
extract).

e Total marks for the paper: 120. Section B: 40. Percentage of GCSE: 20%.

e AO weighting: AO1 —20; AO2 -17.5; AO3 - 10; AO4 - 2.5.

Edexcel: 1ETO
e Component 2: Nineteenth Century Novel and Poetn
e Exam: written paper. Closed book. 2 hou
e Section A: Nineteenth Century i

approximately 400 words iz !
e Total marksfo

_ d being an essay question exploring
ectlon A: 40. Percentage of GCSE: 25%.

Eduqas: C70105L

e Component 2: Post-1914 Prose and Drama, Nineteenth Century Prose and U
of GCSE: 60%.

e Exam: written paper. Closed book. 2 hours 30 minutes.

e Section B: Nineteenth Century Prose. Students answer ONE question on the
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde), analysing an extract provided, and adding their unde

e Total marks for the paper: 120. Section B: 40. Percentage of GCSE: 20%.

e AO weighting: AO1 —-15; AO2 —10; AO3 - 15.

Assessment Objectives
The detailed chapter analyses and whole-text analyses are designed to prepare
Literature across any of the exam boards. Discussio activities (some
individual study) address the various AOs.

Criteria

formed and relevant critical responses to li
ces to inform their interpretations.

nonstrate understanding in analysing the ways in which struc
anings in literary texts, using relevant subject terminology wh
Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of
texts are written and received.

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, pu
accurate spelling and punctuation throughout.

Objective

AO1
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A surprising story sparks fear and intrigue
In the first chapter, we are introduced to Mr Utterson and his friend Mr
Enfield. While they are walking together, Mr Enfield tells a strange story
of violence against a young girl. The disfigured and dete villain, Mr
Hyde, was apprehended by a group of onlooke :
and forced to pay compensation to the g ‘ did so, using a
cheque in the name of Dr Jekyll: 24 wo Mr Utterson’s.

Mr Uttersonga e story, and adds to it his own concern; he knows t
beneficiary s will. He concludes that something terrible is happenin
asks Dr JekyiN t the will at a dinner party, but is told only that the will must

cared for if anything ever happens to Dr Jekyll.

Suspense is built through violence and mystery
The novella then jumps to ‘nearly a year later’ — evidently the interim period ha
maid witnesses the particularly violent murder of a gentleman, Sir Danvers Care
round from her shock, condemns the murderer as Mr Hyde. Mr Utterson joins
house, but Hyde is nowhere to be found. Of course, Utterson asks his friend Dr
Jekyll states, cryptically, that he has ‘had a lesson’. Mr Utterson is far from com
compounded when his clerk notices something else: the handwriting of Dr Jekyl
identical.

With his death,
Il also dies. Dr
w. Almast as sudden

Dr Jekyll and Dr Lanyon both fall ill, but Lanyon fails to recov
possession some mysterious letters, only to be opener ‘
one day Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield spot hi

with him. The two men break into Dr Jekyll's laboratory, where
they find Mr Hyde, dying, on the floor. Dr Jekyll is nowhere to
be found. On the desk, however, is an envelope addressed to
Mr Utterson.

Through a series of letters, the final two chapters reveal the full
truth to the reader. First, Mr Utterson opens the letters from
Dr Lanyon. We learn that Dr Lanyon was the first witness to an
extraordinary transformation; that of Dr Jekyll into Mr Hyde.
Upon learning that his friend Dr Jekyll was the murderer of Sir
Danvers Carew, Lanyon was so shocked and appalled that he |
became ill, and shortly after he died.

Finally, we read the testimony of Dr Jeky:
of his investigations into the « is own humanity,
and his eventuai transfe

&
nature. He utraerstands the full horror of the crimes he, as

Hyde, has committed. Worse, he knows that the darker side,
Mr Hyde, is becoming more dominant. With these revelations,
we finally comprehend the entire story.

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Study Guide for GCSE Page 3 0f 88
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SUMMARY

While walking around the streets of London
about the brutal assault of a young

Counts to his friend an
: nd other onlookers, on witn
e child and her family. The villain pr
‘ enuine. On hearing the story, Mr Utterson re
Mr Hyde. | L rprised, but disturbed by the revelation, and the two

ANALYSIS

Duality of character
The first character we are introduced to, Mr Utterson, is a mixture of
characteristics:

a man of a rugged countenance, that was never lighted by a smile;
cold, scanty and embarrassed in discourse; backward in sentiment;
lean, long, dusty, dreary and yet somehow lovable. (p. 5)

In this guotation, Stevenson tells us that Mr Utterson is ‘cold’ and unsmiling (his
However, despite being rough and distant, unwilling to engage in conversation,

‘somehow loveable’. This is a first example of a dual persora’ ty; Stevenson is s

positive and negative characteristics. We know, th.t Mr Utterson is o
novella. Introducing this idea of duahty he ' character is, therefore,
personality of Dr Jekyll {and Mr text.

(n

Foreshad’
words, phrc'ses “or events which are indicative of how the story will unfold.

ovella — iy

Dual personality — having two different, or contrasting, sides to an individual’s per
\splif into the good side, and the evil side (Mr Hyde).

Active Learning Task
Read the description of Mr Utterson’s character, from the beginning of the novella t
the growth of time, they implied no aptness of object.’

What other examples of his dual personality can you find?

Use the table below to note down important quotations, one side showing the nega
personality and the other side the positive.

Positive

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Study Guide for GCSE Page 4 of 88
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In some respects Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield can also be seen as contrasting in
probably younger, and it is suggested in the text that he is still demonstrating t
described as a ‘well-known man about town’). Despite the pair having very littl
say to one another, they maintain a tradition of meeting up every Sunday, and
part of their week:

It was reported by those who encountered them intha }*Sunday walks, th
singularly dull and would hail with obvious re! arance of a frie
put the greatest store by these excur. y em the chief jewel
set aside occasions of pleas “ sisted the calls of business, th
uninterrupted. (pp. 5= :

Thisis an e . tward appearance being different from the reality.
assume that lisliked each other, and took no pleasure in what they were

Duality of setting

Continuing the theme of duality, the street where Utterson and Enfield
find themselves is described as having opposing characteristics: the d
street itself is well kept, prosperous and clean and yet it is set within a
squalid, dirty and low neighbourhood. Evocative imagery is used to Si
support this notion:

the street shone out in contrast to its dingy neighbourhood,
like a fire in a forest. (p. 6)

of 'F’ sounds, s
t — that of light
-of the street; its more

The use of such a strong simile, reinforced by the alliterati
among a mass of darkness, and introduces a key them
cleanliness and dirt continues throughout
displayed on a Sunday as the men w

Exam Tip
The theme of duality (doubles) is very important. Can you think of other exam

You will need to be able to explain the importance of the theme of doubles, or du
more information, see the subsection on ‘duality of human nature’ on page 59.

Although this imagery initially makes the reader imagine a pleasant and hopefu
subtext beneath the surface. The image of ‘smiling saleswomen’ laying out the
(p. 6) is implicitly suggestive of prostitution (which would have been very prese
Victorian London). This suggestion is repeated with Stevenson’s use of an ‘air o
suggesting an allure; a pull towards something. From the ver"gbeginning, Steve

a story, two sides to a place.

As the Iocatlon of the door i re is an even more distinct

maintained g ,, wvironment (at least on the surface), to a
description flding which contains the door. Everything about the
building evo nease: it is sinister. There is a suggestion of deformity,
even aggression, through the personification of the building which ‘thrust
forward its gable on the street” and has a ‘blind forehead of discoloured

wall’ (p. 6).
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The building, in turn, is a physical representation of Hyde’s character, foreshad
abnormality. This is an example of pathetic fallacy. Everything about the build
uncomfortable. Unlike the street, it has been neglected and disrespected: child
frame and tramps have used it as a makeshift shelter. The poor state of the do
disdained’ {p. 6}, suggests disease, decay and degeneration — all characteristics
society — it is a painful image (remember, to see more about the context of Vict
later ‘contexts’ section). There is no traditional way of as/.,
bell were missing. The description of the house i
and secretive aspects.

ards the end of

Active Learpigs .
Read thre _ription of the street, and Mr Hyde's house (p. 6), once more.

Draw a pidg the street, including Mr Hyde’s house. Make the picture as detai
quotations from the novella.

Share your picture with a friend. Are your pictures the same? Did you miss anythin
differently?

Structure: Stories within stories
Utterson and Enfield are standing opposite the door, on the other side of the st
story. They are, therefore, physically separated from this door and what it sym
As Enfield begins to relate his tale, the reader is given one narrative encased wi
many examples of this throughout the text as a whole, as the reader is present
various sources (different narrators, letters, and the media all help to tell the st
together to tell the case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde — as if Utterson, the lawyer, is

As Enfield begins his story the reader is given fur’chﬂr
frequents places with questionable reputati

iz at the end of the world, about thr
nd my way lay through a part of town whe
. seen but lamps. Street after street, and all the fo
treet, all lighted up as if for a procession and all as empty

I was coming home fr

The place he has left, at a very late hour, is left undefined, leaving the reader to
establishment it might have been. Through the description ‘at the end of the w
place has a bad reputation — a brothel perhaps — to have explicitly named such
publication difficult for Stevenson in Victorian England. It was of paramount im
respectability, and hide any disrespectful behaviour from view.

By describing the many street lamps, Stevenson creates an important image, w
text as a whole. There is a contrast between light and darkness; this is an impo
illumination among all the darkness has an organised, regular pattern —cemen
phrase ‘street after street’ (p. 6) — rather than a chaotic dispersing of light. Thi
imposed by Victorian Society. Ironically it leads to the illumination of Hyde, the
simile ‘as empty as a church’ (p. 7} hints at the religio | which runs thro
However, despite all the light, Enfield still feels te watches out for th
nerves, and, in contradiction to Enfi ' isturbing figure of Hyde a

Gothic — b ‘Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde is a Gethic novella. The Goth
in the eigl and nineteenth centuries, and is characterised by an atmosphere
techniques ®& typical of Gothic novels. Remember to look at the characterisation

and setting (from p. 47) sections of the whole-text analysis for more information.
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Characterisation: Creating a villain

Even before we know that the figure which Enfield sees is that of Hyde there is
is ‘stumping along’ (p. 7) —and of his otherness to human form — ‘It wasn’t like
juggernaut’ (p. 7). The simile suggests he was like a machine, without sensitivit
The reader is offered an idea of Hyde’s character through the reactions of othe
g|ven here rather than a description. His character isin stark contrast to Utter

yde represents the
subversive citizen of the Victorian under!seily, y — he tends not to be de
‘ ~and feelings about, him. To name
ke them a reality, and, remember, the Vic
their mask of social respectability!

Enfield is the™irst character to react negatively towards Hyde, and he cannot ju

‘But there was one curious circumstance. | had taken a loathing to my
at first sight.” (p. 7)

It is significant that Stevenson chooses to use shorter sentences here — this ena
he is making, giving an added force and sense of urgency. In the majority of th
longer and more complicated, with the use of semicolons to link ideas together
Enfield’s response to Hyde is echoed by the child’s family, and also by the doct
doctor’s own reaction is given additional credence through his typically no-non
character — all characteristic of a doctor.

It is important to note that Hyde's first act of violence is against an innocent
young girl. Violence against innocents is an important motif in the novella.

. vwi{h, exposing their
citizens, they would need and

Hyde brings out the worst in people he comes.n
dreadful secret desires, which, as go '
want to keep hidden.

destroy the man, they threatened him with a social ‘death’ — to
expose what he had done and damage his name and reputation.
Hyde is like a cornered animal here, trapped, and surrounded by
people full of hatred for him.

Theme: Good vs evil
For more information on these important themes, see the ‘themes’
section in the whole-text analysis (p. 34). o

Throughout this incident, we see a very important theme: good vs evil.
The women in the crowd are ‘as wild as harpies’ (p. 7) and had to be kept

to coolly negdiiate the sum of money due to the child’s family — not
really the actions of somebody who is scared.
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The suspense continues to be built as Enfield refuses to reveal the name on the
disappearing into the house through the infamous door, brings out. As Enfield

questions its validity, again Hyde is described as ‘sneering’ (p. 8), a repetition of
character earlier in this chapter.

Following a night spent in Enfield’s rooms, Hyde, the doctor and the child’s fath
bank, where the cheque is cashed without question. Thi ites the comparis
on the cheque {which the reader is yet to disco s, later in the narr
challenges the wickedness of the other , ‘ ustify the relationship

concludes that Hyde must be i e*other - linking to another key th
though, Enfield realises t! g the word ‘blackmail’ cannot completely
Hyde and thg — it is beyond words; it cannot or should not be p

Enfield state™ he has an aversion to asking questions, mindful of the knock-
paints a very evocative picture when explaining this:

‘You start a question and it’s like starting a stone. You sit quietly on the
and away the stone goes, starting others; and presently some bland old
you would have thought of) is knocked on the head in his own back gard
family have to change their name. No, sir, | make it a rule of mine: the
like Queer Street the less | ask.” (pp. 8—9)

This extended simile is a list of accumulated occurrences, one leading on from t
the reader wonder whether Enfield himself has anything to hide!

Although Enfield resists asking questions, he is not unwilling to answer
any questions put to him. Itis in response to questions posed by
Utterson, in a legal tone in keeping with his profession L ydeis
antil now he

teristics. But
~nto words. He uses words
. stable’; ‘disliked’; ‘deformed’; (
eration — a repetition of harsh sounding ‘D’
sounds —to ce:yhis disgust. He eventually concludes thatitis
impossible tc-- escrlbe Hyde; everything about him is just an impression, k
a feeling that he gives to others — there is nothing tangible about the
person, as if he does not really exist.

Enfield finds this descrtptio
such as ‘displeasing’; ‘d
‘deformity’ g —lf '

Utterson asks whether Hyde used a key —introducing an important symbol, whi
revealing and concealing.

For maximum effect, Utterson waits until the end of the chapter to

Disc
reveal that he actually knows whose name was on the cheque. This Disc
spoils Enfield’s own moment of glory as his tale loses some of its rep

Gothic impetus. In keeping with the theme of concealment, Utterson Cha
and Enfield agree not to speak of the story again, sealing t=!
gentlemanly manner by shaking hands.

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Study Guide for GCSE Page 8 of 88

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




CHAPTER 2: SEARCH FOR MR

SUMMARY

Mr Utterson returns to his home, and begins to worry about the story he has be
Dr Jekyll’s will, which states that if Jekyll dies, all his poss g
mutual friend, Dr Lanyon, but Lanyon explains he h

. waiting at the door, until one da
s worry. He at once heads to warn Dr |
inheritance), but the butler, Poole, tells him

Unable to stop worrying, Mr Utters
Hyde; a meeting which or
Hyde means foga

ANALYSH

Theme: Concealing and revealing

We saw in the last chapter that concealing (secrets) and
revealing are important themes in the novella, and we also
looked at the key as a symbol. This next chapter starts with
Mr Utterson looking for something he has concealed; inside
his study, inside a safe, inside an envelope, is Dr Jekyll’s will.
The novella is full of secrets, things hidden away which are
only gradually revealed to the reader. This is one way that
Stevenson creates suspense, gradually building up to reveal
the biggest secret of all.

Discuss...
In pairs or smal
which sets out

Mr Utterson sa
and now | begi

Why do you th
means ‘disgrac
you know abou
the previous ch

Mr Utterson rereads the will in light of the new inform
‘disgrace’ (p. 11). Mr Utterson becomes comple

the truth irgm
Mr Hyde, w —11

Duality of character
Once again, we can see an example of duality of character; this time
between the two doctors. Mr Utterson asks Dr Lanyon about Dr Jekyll. Look ag

yindeed suggest secrecy, as a play on the word ‘hide.’

‘I thought you had a bond of common interest.”

‘We had... But it is more than ten years since Henry Jekyll became too fan
wrong, wrong in mind; and though of course | continue to take an interes
as they say, | see and have seen devilish little of the man. Such unscientifi
estranged Damon and Pythias.” (p. 12)

In this dialogue, we see two examples of duality; the first in the nature of Dr Jek
himself), and the second in the contrast between the tw lors. Lanyon sets
suggesting that while he, Lanyon, has remamed o7 path, Jekyll has st
‘wrong’ highlights again the conflict betw Lanyon mentions t
which Jekyll has decided to mak < learn later that this is into what
science’ — science whic realms of reality.

nce to Greek mythology here (remember the harpies
peer?). In Greek myth, Damon and Pythias {(actually Phintias)
were such good friends that Damon stands in for Phintias in prison, risking
death himself to save his friend. This metaphor, then, is used to emphasise
just how far Dr Jekyll has strayed; his behaviour is so ‘wrong’ that it would
have destroyed even the strongest friendship.
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Exam Tip

An important theme emerges here; Mr Hyde is a physical embodiment of the low
has a defiantly criminal nature, he lives in a less respectable area), and Mr Utter
and having power over Dr Jekyll (of the upper class).

AQA, Edexcel and OCR exams all assess your understanding of contexts in AO3.
In these exams, you will need to demonstrate an understandinciof the contexts in

Mr Hyde. This introduces two important Gothic features: dreams and monster
— Mr Hyde — was introduced for the first time in the last chapter).

Disturbing visions, dreams and supernatural events are all typical devices of Go
Utterson continues to recall the incident described to him, of the innocent chil
interspersed with images of Mr Hyde standing beside the bed of Dr Jekyll. Itis
monstrous, rather than his image — Mr Utterson focuses on the violence of Hyd
over Dr Jekyll.

Also present in Mr Utterson’s dreams is the theme of light and darkness, which
chapter. Mr Utterson tosses and turns in the ‘gross darkness of the night’ and
lighted pictures’, which include ‘the great field of lamps of a nocturnal city’ (p.
the novella happen at night, when this contrast between hess and light can
scene in which Mr Utterson finally meets Mr Hyd s at'hight-time, with
pattern of light and shadow’ {p. 14). The. ast between darkness
between the good and bad na vidual character — as, of course, th
the two sides of DrJ

9 '
Charactert 17; ; Creating a villain
In the analysi®®ot Chapter 1, we looked at how
Stevenson’s language choices create negative imagery
and links to the theme of good vs evil, helping to
create the villainous character of Mr Hyde. If we look
at Mr Utterson and Mr Hyde’s meeting in this second
chapter, we see these once again.

Active Learning Tas
Read the meeting b
Hyde, from the midd
swiftly nearer, and s

Harry Jekyll, if | eve
face, it is on that of

Using mind maps or
quotations; one with
and one with examp

Mr Utterson is particularly disturbed to find that Mr
Hyde has his own key —we know the key is a symbol
for the theme of concealing and revealing —and Poole
confirms that he does indeed have access to the house whenever he desires. A
reflects on his meeting with Mr Hyde, and particularly o

humbled to the dust by the many ill things he had done, and raised up ag
gratitude of the many that he had come so near to doing, yet avoided. (p
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Once again we see metaphors at play here; Mr Utterson ‘gropes’ in the ‘corners’
a-Box’ of a memory should ‘leap’ at him (p. 17). The language suggests both Mr
indeed something terrible, which might liken him to Mr Hyde, and simultaneous
the two men; the fact that Utterson has to ‘grope’ shows that no terrible deeds
his mind. Again, we see the duality of nature that is present in all
humankind; even a character as morally good and kind as Mr
Utterson feels he has done ‘many ill things’ (p. 17). Unlike
however, Utterson is somewhat vindicated by th
he ‘avoided’. Utterson ends his musing
that he must leap into action t
Mr Hyde: ‘I must put my

How is Hyde presented as a dangerous outsider? Write about:
e  how Hyde is presented in Chapters 1 and 2
e  how Hyde is presented in the novella as a whole

SUMMARY

» Utterson remains behi
des his questions, however, onl
s'taken away’ (p. 19). Utterson reluctantl
thing happens to him.

about his will, and about Mr Hyde.
wishes must be respectec i
beneficiary tg

9
o

ANALYS

Settings
This is a more intimate setting, which contrasts with the public settings of the pr
throwing a dinner party for a small group of friends. We can tell by the descripti
pleasant dinners’ (p. 18) —that this is something he does regularly, and that his
guests are ‘intelligent, reputable men and all judges of good wine’ (p. 18). The
standing — the adjectives ‘intelligent’ and ‘reputable’ tell us that — and would cle
that and their love of fine wine. This intimate, relaxed atmosphere is the perfec
up the difficult topic of Mr Hyde once again.

Duality of character — Dr Jekyll

This short chapter is the first time that we, the read
on the description of Dr Jekyll's character, which
that Dr Jekyll is a very handsome ma 2
well-made, smooth-faced man
18). This is importan
part of himogs

_roduced to Dr Jek
me contrast of char

viiend Mr Utterson sit by the fi
vgw mark of capacity and kindnes
ause it contrasts so completely with the de
of note is that Dr Jekyll is described as being olde
yde to be a younger man. This suggests that the evil part o
for less time s ‘whole’ self has.

The repetition of ‘large’ in this description is also very important. Dr Jekyll is ph
Hyde, in contrast, is very small. Stevenson is showing us that the good part of D
bad part.
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When Mr Utterson mentions Mr Hyde, ‘the large handsome face of
Dr Jekyll grew pale to the very lips, and there came a blackness

about his eyes’ (p. 18). Dr Jekyll is growing pale perhaps because he
is afraid — he does not want his friend Mr Utterson to find out his you incl
secret — but it is important to note that he is physically changing in - Ph
this description. His face is becoming paler and his eyes darker; he - Pe
is becoming physically more like Mr Hyde. This is a small hi at the
truth, early in the novella; that Mr Hyde is within D)

_ua of Dr Lanyon
ranyon. We know that he denounced D
uncing Dr Lanyon in turn. Dr Jekyll says:

Duality of character — Dr Jekyll’
In Chapter 2 we were intr
balderdash’. Naw

more & ; but a hide-bound pedant for all that; an ignorant, blatant pe
disappointed in any man than Lanyon’ (p. 18)

There is a distinct contrast between the two parts of this description. In the firs
‘excellent’, fellow. In the second, he is a ‘hide-bound pedant’ (p. 18). The repet
dialogue — first a ‘hide-bound pedant’ and next an ‘ignorant, blatant pedant’ —s
more worked up, more angry as he continues talking. Although he is describing
here is the conflict and duality inside Dr Jekyll himself. One moment he is pleas
that he liked Dr Lanyon) and the next moment he is angry and aggressive.

Dr Jekyll’s own nature is then brought further into question as he tries to defen
Mr Hyde. As already mentioned above, there are physical changes during this
confrontation which are a glimpse, for the reader, of the evil Mr Hyde inside Dr
Jekyll. Meanwhile, in his speech Dr Jekyll has a ‘certain incoherency of manner’
(p. 19). Jekyll is babbling, or being unclear. This sugge ). el of secrecy; he
not give Mr Utterson a clear answer about hi

doubt | can get you out of it’ (p. 19)

Mr Utterson is again assuming that there is some sort of crime or wrongdoing t
(remember, in Chapter 1, that Mr Enfield assumed there had been blackmail?) a
secret. Although he does try to reassure Mr Utterson that there is nothing as d
concludes that it is a ‘private matter’ (p. 19). This brings us back, once again, to
something. He has a secret, known only to himself and Mr Hyde.

Theme: Good vs evil (choosing evil)
We have already discussed the importance of good vs evil in the novella. In this

Throughout the analysis of the first three chapters, we have looked at how St

How does Stevenson present Mr Utterson in Chapter 3? How does this compare to
elsewhere in the novella?
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CHAPTER 4: THE CAREW MURD

SUMMARY

In this pivotal chapter, ‘nearly a year later’ (p. 20), a maid witnesses a
murder. From her window she recognises Mr Hyde, and wat, '}ﬂes in
horror as he beats Sir Danvers Carew to death with

The police find a letter addressed to Mr U :
Mr Utterson is called to identify thr ‘ Lanvers is a Member of
Parliament and a client of M r Utterson goes with the
policeman to RagHy ‘ Hyde is not to be found.

ANALYS¥

Setting; Victorian London
In this chapter, the murky fog of the London streets adds to the mystery of the
fog as a ‘great chocolate-coloured pall’ which could come down unexpectedly in
darkness’ (p. 22). Fog in Victorian London was intensely thick because of the he
been dirty, dark and hard to breathe. This fog lends an air of greater secrecy to
and cloaks everything in a strange darkness and then suddenly clears again —it i
— linking once more to the theme of concealing and revealing. The description
of pathetic fallacy, which we discussed in Chapter 1. Here the setting suggests
‘pall’, which is a cloth used to cover a coffin, and it moves through the city ina

Darkness in this chapter (created both by fog, and night-time hours) is opposed
street lamps and from the full moon. So again, ina key chaitlr, we see the the
incident itself happens, the street is ‘brilliantly lit i n’ (p. 21). This
there were still common beliefs in the sur 4 Victorian England, and th
supernatural occurrences.

Charactericzs

. h]
Previously, 179
using some P#¥Er he holds over Dr Jekyll to manipulate him. Now, however, w
horrific violence, and has no moral conscience. Hyde is violent at random, and

To highlight how evil Mr Hyde is, Stevenson presents us with a
completely contrasting character. The man he murders, Sir
Danvers Carew, is a Member of Parliament and part of the social
elite. He is also a very ‘good’ man. Consider the following extract:

And as she so sat she became aware of an aged beautiful
gentleman with white hair, drawing near along the lane;
and advancing to meet him, another and very small
gentleman, to whom at first she paid less attention. When
they had come within speech (which was just urd-
maid’s eyes) the older man bowed and ¢
with a very pretty manner
the subject of his addre.
from his pointi

disposition, yet with something high too, as of a well-
founded self-content. (p. 20)

JRAMELING

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Study Guide for GCSE Page 13 of 88

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




As we have seen before, a character’s physical attributes are linked to their
personal character. There is a strong juxtaposition in the presentation of the t
characters, Mr Hyde and Sir Danvers, in this extract. Sir Danvers is ‘beautiful’,
(p. 20), and the reader is led to believe this means he is inherently ‘good’. This
contrasts, of course, with Mr Hyde, who we know to be ugly, and inherently ‘ba
Stevenson also uses light (in this case moonlight) to symbolise the good nature
the older man. The moonlight ‘shone’ (p. 20) on Sir Da > fice, illuminating
The use of ‘innocent’ (p. 20) is also particularly im& it contrasts so co
nature. In Chapter 1, we looked at the e against innocents. Thi
Hyde commits a crime, it is alw e most innocent characters, which
evil nature.

I
I

I _,

I How does Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde explore the theme of good vs e
I

I

I

Consider the murder of Sir Danvers, and at least one other incident in the te

When we are presented with Hyde, we are generally presented with an inhere
contrast. The ‘good’ character shows us just how evil Mr Hyde is. Now we com
appearance and actions immediately after the introduction of Sir Danvers:

He answered never a word, and seemed to listen with an ill- Ac
contained impatience. And then all of a sudden he broke out in a W
great flame of anger, stamping with his foot, brandishing the use
cane, and carrying on {as the maid described it} like a madman.

of all bounds and clubbed him to the e
victim under foot and hailing '

developed fo in the passage with yet more active verbs:
“trampling’ and ‘hailing’ (p. 20). The actions become repeatedly more
violent as the description progresses. Mr Hyde is depicted as less than
human during this incident. Stevenson uses the simile ‘ape-like fury’ pe
(p. 20), which links to an earlier description of him by Mr Utterson as
‘troglodytic’ (p. 16). Throughout this description of Mr Hyde and his
actions, Stevenson is attempting to horrify his reader. Finally, the
metaphor ‘storm of blows’ (p. 20) links the violent nature of a storm to
show the extent of Hyde’s anger and violence.

Active Learning Task
Write a newspaper article about the murder of Sir Danvers C

gew.
Think carefully about: '
- how you describe the victim

- how you describe the attacker
- how you recount the
- who witnessed .

Stevenson uses the senses to better depict the scene to the reader; his descrip
and dark) and sound: Carew’s bones are ‘audibly shattered’ (p. 21). He ends th
coming back to the maid, an innocent bystander who ‘at the horror of these sig
The maid, the only other witness to the events, faints at the sheer horror of it.
character of Hyde, who can carry out such evil actions without any fear or rem
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A final, important comment on Hyde’s character is that, once again, it is stated
describe. In the final paragraph of this chapter, Stevenson writes:

the few who could describe him differed widely, as common observers wi
they agreed; and that was the haunting sense of unexpressed deformity
impressed his beholders. (p. 23)

Victorian science: Charles Darwin and theories of
There are various suggestions in the novella that '
quotation we have just examined; he h:
him as being somewhat ‘troglody:
animalistic, and that he ka5l

an human. Hei
ury (p. 20). In Chapter 1

] ese descriptions show that Hyd
r'over himself.

rei.50n was a young boy, Charles Darwin published his On
s, which provided a new theory on human evolution. This
book was revolutionary in introducing the idea of evolution (as opposed to
religious creationism) to the Victorian public. In an idea that horrified many,
Darwin suggested that humans had evolved from more primitive beings; from
apes. In Stevenson’s depiction of Hyde, we can see a less evolved, more
primitive human.

Did you know?

Stevenson’s parents were Presbyterians, as was the nurse who cared for him when
Stevenson struggled with religious teachings, and as an adult he rejected his paren
atheist.

Understanding context such as this is important for AO3. For more information on s
Victorian England, see the ‘contexis’ section later in the guide (from p. 56).

The importance of letters
We talked earlier about letters in the novell
and Mr Hyde. Consider the followin '

A purse and gold

seen it and been told the circumstances, than he shot out a solemn lip. (p

This letter is one such example of evidence that is compiled by Mr Utterson;
small crumbs of information that the reader is given as they try to unravel the
mystery. Throughout the novella, Mr Utterson’s friendships with different
characters (in this case, his friendship with Sir Danvers) help him to gain
evidence that pieces together the story of Jekyll and Hyde. It is also interesting
that Mr Hyde has left all valuables, as well as the letter, on Sir Danvers’ person.
It shows the reader that the crime was not motivated by greed, or need for
money. It was a truly mindless act of violence.

Context: Victorian society

Once again, when considering this chapter, we need
has carefully selected Hyde’s murder VtCtlm Da
as part of the description of Sir Dan
‘pretty manner of pohteness
the victim is a memb

includes avoN scandal; he quickly becomes worried that Dr Jekyll will kno
indeed that he mnght be in some way protecting Hyde, yet Mr Utterson does no
fears. He remains quiet, to protect Dr Jekyll from scandal. Mr Utterson, the la
Victorian society; he does not believe that someone from high society could be
such a heinous crime. Stevenson is here making a comment on Victorian socie
focused upon outward appearances, that it would not understand that anyone
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Setting: Mr Hyde’s rooms
We end the analysis of the chapter by once again considering the setting. Mr Ut
officer to Mr Hyde’s rooms, and we are confronted by the unpleasant, seedy nat
lives.

As the cab drew up before the address indicated, the fog lifted a little and
a gin palace, a low French eating house, a shop for t Ftaii of penny num
many ragged children huddled in the doorw .y women of man
passing out, key in hand, to have a nd the next moment t
upon that part, as brown as.:: it him off from his blackguardly

| : fog, cloaking and then revealing as Mr Utters
-*Strong sense of the poverty of the area that Mr Hyde li
s apparently alcoholic. When the pair reach the house:

Once again, thex
out the tru’
(p.22) and t

An ivory-faced and silvery-haired old woman opened the door. She had an
hypocrisy: but her manners were excellent (p. 22)

It is entirely fitting that this woman is also ‘evil’. Everything about the place is e
reside there. The ‘evil face, smoothed by hypocrisy’ (p. 22) is yet another sugge
the inside, but is able to hide it from the outside world.

CHAPTER 5: INCIDENT OF THE

SUMMARY

ird the news of the murder. DrJ
at€ and has ‘means of escape.’ (p. 25). Utt
ces that the handwriting matches that of Dr )
Dr Jekyll has forged the note to protect a murderer.

Mr Utterson visits Dr }ekyii who h
from Hyde, stating tha

his offices hics
believing tt! —l‘i;ﬁ

ANALYSIS

d

Setting: Jekyll’s Laboratory

Mr Utterson visits Dr Jekyll at home at the beginning of the chapter, but he is ta
The laboratory at the bottom of the garden of Dr Jekyll's home once belonged t
‘celebrated surgeon’ (p. 24). The laboratory is now a disturbing place, which fill
disquiet:

It was the first time that the lawyer had been received in that part of his fri
eyed the dingy, windowless structure with curiosity, and gazed round with
strangeness as he crossed the theatre, once crowded Wfth eager students
silent, the tables laden with chemical apparat ; strewn with cra
packing straw, and the light falling dimly t foggy cupola. (p. 24

room was in the past (‘once crow
how it is now [‘lying ‘to highlight how eerie and troubling this p
that this pa g se is the part which belongs to Mr Hyde — althoug
stage in the EMN: Think back to the descriptions of the main house in previou
Mr Hyde, for ple, Jekyll’s hall is described as ‘the pleasantest room in Lond
the laboratory, are reflective of each side of Jlekyll's/Hyde’s character: one pleas
unnerving, messy and dirty.

Stevenson draws a contrast be
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The negative descriptions of the room create the scene which is the place of Je
Stevenson’s verb choices: the floor is ‘strewn” with crates and ‘littered” with pa
meticulous Dr Jekyll does not care about the appearance of this part of his hom
untidy — the other side of his character is showing clearly in this setting (althou
it). When combined with the adjectives ‘gaunt’ and ‘silent’ (p. 24) which we lo
setting to create the sense that Dr Jekyll is much disturbed.

Active Learning Task
In this chapter, Stevenson is presenti
Jekyll and Utterson, beginni
quarters’ {p. 24) and e

s a very disturbed individual. Re
: 'st time that the lawyer had been recei
or seemed seized with a qualm of faintness;

k about the following question: How does Stevenson present Dr J
srarly at his use of setting, descriptions of Jekyll's physical appearance
use a table like the one below to complete the task.

Stevenson’s description of Jekyll’s

Stevenson’s description of setting
appearance

Extension “¥i: Begin to answer the above question in essay form, writing one pa
points. Remember to structure your paragraphs. Point, example, explain!

Theme: Concealing and revealing

We have looked already at the importance of secrets, or concealing, in the nov
examples of such secrets. Dr Jekyll himself is concealing his secret, despite the
Mr Utterson suspects Dr Jekyll is keeping a secret, but he is wrong about what
Dr Jekyll whether he has been ‘mad enough to hide’ Mr Hyde (p. 24), and fears
Mr Hyde in some way (p. 27).

The setting, meanwhile, also reflects this theme of concealing and revealing. L
of the laboratory, but consider this time the route Mr Utterseca has to travel to
study). The laboratory is accessed by walking past th f ffices, and acro
house; not a route a typical visitor to Jeky i .d travel. Once inside t
located behind a closed door, which ‘ ith a baize (a thick, stiff piece
is a hidden, almost secret at he conducts his experiments, re
upon the world

________ lf : e e e e e e

Essay Quig}

Reflecting upon the laboratory, answer the following question:
How does Stevenson use setting to build a sinister atmosphere?

Analyse the setting in this chapter, and at least one other setting from the no
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Contrasting setting: Mr Utterson’s home

After his unsettling visit to Dr Jekyll, Mr Utterson returns to his home, with the
possession. His neat, ordered office, with a well-chosen bottle of wine by a wa
the laboratory that he has just visited.

Presently after, he sat on one side of his own hearth, with Mr Guest, his h
and midway between, at a nicely calculated distanc
that had long dwelt unsunned in the foundatiny.

By juxtaposing the description of the laboratory in the previous pages with this
home, Stevenson is essentially showing us once again a contrast of good vs evil
where the laboratory is chaotic (even the wine is a ‘nicely calculated distance f
is bright (‘gay with firelight’) where the laboratory was dark and dusty. Once a
metaphors used to bring the setting to life. The street lamps ‘glimmered like ¢
a red gemstone), suggesting both warmth, and beauty. The streets in the city o
of a mighty wind’, and, while this might suggest a less pleasant scene, Stevenso
addition ‘But the room was gay with firelight’ (p. 26).

Fog is once again prominent in the depictions of the city in London, this time so
appears ‘drowned’ (p. 26). However, this is counterbalanced by Stevenson’s de
fireplace, and the imagery surrounding the wine. He des . the bottle of wi
afternoons on hillside vineyards’ (p. 26), which is dispersing the Lon

Unreliable narratives
We learn new informat:
we receive j '

sut the novella, but we are always presente
ay that Mr Utterson interprets it.

Discuss...

Consider three key pieces of information from this chapter:

1. Dr Jekyll is physically unwell — he looks ‘deadly sick’ (p. 24), and has a ‘feve

2. Dr Jekyll has a note from Hyde, which he claims was delivered by hand (p.
messengers have delivered letter to the house (p. 26).

3. Dr Jekyll's handwriting is a match for the handwriting on the note (p. 27).

e  How does Mr Utterson interpret these?
®  Was he correct in his assumptions?
K Can you think of other examples in the novella of times Mr Utterson misinter

Context: Victorian reputations
As Mr Utterson leaves Dr Jekyll, he hears the new:/

The newshoys, as he went, w

We have already considered, when studying the Carew murder case, that the i
because Sir Danvers was such a high-profile member of elite society. Itis inter
Utterson appears less concerned about the murder of one friend than the ‘goo
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Despite the awful nature of events, Mr Utterson is essentially more concerned
what has (or hasn’t) happened. This concern for reputations among the elite is
chapter. After Mr Guest has identified the handwriting in Hyde’s note as that o
wouldn’t speak of this note, you know’ (p. 27). Mr Utterson has the majority of
his fear of damaging Dr Jekyll’s reputation prevents him from action.

The chapter ends with a short sentence: ‘And his blood r
sentence, with Utterson’s ‘cold’ blood suggesti
Utterson has no plans to do anything abc '

din his veins’ (p.

SUMMARY

Following Sir Danvers’ murder, rewards are offered for finding his killer. Howev
Mr Hyde, and for two months there is peace again. Mr Utterson regains a sens
his usual self, even hosting one of his famous dinner parties. After the party, ho
visit Dr Jekyll again he is repeatedly denied entry to the house. Concerned, he v
afraid of death. He blames Dr Jekyll for his fears. Mr Utterson writes to Dr Jeky
receives a long letter in return. Dr Lanyon dies, and Mr Utterson is now in poss
Lanyon. This letter, like the unusual will, is only to be opened if Dr Jekyll dies.

ANALYSIS

Theme: Good vs evil
The opening paragraph of this chapter
clearly, to Jekyll and Hyde.

was busy, he was much in the open air; he did good; his face seemed to o
an inward consciousness of service; and for more than two months, the d.

This is a very clear distinction between the natures of Jekyll and Hyde. We are to
Mr Hyde is gone, all that is left is ‘good’ Dr Jekyll. Tied into the theme of good vs
here is tied inextricably to his Christian spirit, both in attending church and in do
marked change in Dr Jekyll’s character. Where he was becoming sick and withdr
and ‘bright’. It is interesting to note the final phrase here: ‘the doctor was at pea
doing ‘good’, just two months ago Mr Hyde (and, therefore, Jekyll) was responsi
This does not seem to have caused him any lasting damage, or impacted his ‘new

(p. 26), he instead visits their mu
is shocked at how ill his frier:

on to say th s had a shock from which he will ‘never recover’
and that he has only a ‘matter of weeks’ left to live (p. 29). All these
statements are very mysterious, and confusing to the reader, adding
to the tension and mystery that has been building throughout the
novella.
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Despite his grim statements, Dr Lanyon seems quite calm, even reflecting that ‘I
accepts his fate in a manner becoming an English gentleman. However, his ton
Utterson asks him about Dr Jekyll. He speaks in a ‘loud, unsteady voice’ (p. 29),
any more about ‘one whom | regard as dead’ (p. 29). This sudden change in ton
and attitude again creates tension, as the reader can only speculate on what Dr
Jekyll could possibly have done to have earned Dr Lanyon’s disdain. Dr Lanyon
continues ‘some day, Utterson, after | am dead, you ma .
the right and wrong of this. | cannot tell you’ (
statement, particularly Dr Lanyon’s prop.
increases the tension of this ¢

amatic nature of th
about death, further

We have pr! y discussed letters as being a form of ‘evidence’ in the
case against Ot Jekyll. This chapter features three different letters; one
from Mr Utterson to Dr Jekyll, one from Dr Jekyll to Mr Utterson, and one U
from the deceased Dr Lanyon to Mr Utterson. The letters follow a series o
of events: Dr Jekyll re-entering society, Dr Lanyon falling suddenly ill, and
Dr Lanyon mysteriously dying. The combination of these events, told
from Mr Utterson’s perspective, and the letters as ‘evidence’, put the
reader in the position of ‘detective’ once again, attempting to solve the slowly u

We do not read the contents of the first letter, although we are told the Mr Utt
from the house, and ask([s] of his unhappy break with Lanyon’ (p. 29). The lette
more sinister, and mysterious, than the previous conversation with Dr Lanyon.

You must suffer me to go my own dark way | have brought on myselfap

suggesting tk- e is a victim of what has happened. This is a direct contrast to

perpetrator of the evil which he is referring to.

In a very similar manner to Dr Lanyon, who claimed he was ‘doomed’ (p. 29), Dr
‘destiny’ (p. 30). Both terms suggest a future that there is no possible escape fr
higher power, over which the individual has no power. In both cases, you could
Having seen the transformation of his friend into the evil Mr Hyde, Dr Lanyon w
could not control his spiralling ill health. And now, it seems, Dr Jekyll too has lo
Mr Hyde. The evil has control.

Essay Question

‘Stevenson is showing that every person has both

evil in this chapter, and in *

Tip: Refleg
Are there

]
I
I
I
I
I
i Starting with Chapter 6, explor
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Theme: Concealing and revealing

The third and final letter is from the recently deceased Dr Lanyon to Mr Utters
‘Mr J G Utterson ALONE and in case of his predecease to be destroyed unread’
and italics, which are rarely used elsewhere in the novella, highlights the sense
instruction adds a sense of intrigue, as it is clear that the contents of the envelo
trusted only the reliable Mr Utterson to read them. The envelope, mysteriousl
ties in once again to the theme of concealing and revealine....

the death or disappear g Jydekyll’ {p. 30). Mr Utterson himself not
the will of Dr Jezvll ght recall, stated that in the instance of Dr Jek

sinister must be happening, but is still unsure of what the connection is.

Mr Utterson makes a conscious decision at this point not to read the letter, his
his dead friend’ (p. 30) overcoming his curiosity about the contents of the lette
his professional attitude, which is so important to his character. However, in fa
failing to face the truth. Rather than confronting whatever problem the letter
is afraid of anything which may condemn his friend Dr Lanyon.

Dr Jekyll imprisoned
After receiving the letter, Mr Utterson becomes more and more afraid. He con
admits that he was ‘perhaps relieved to be denied admittance’ (p. 30). Let’s lo

perhaps, in his heart, he preferred to speak with Poole upon the doorstep
air and sounds of the open city rather than be adm .
sit and speak with its inscrutable recluse. P
The doctor, it appeared, now more, !
where he would someti

nueed, no very plea
vined himself to the ca
.he was out of spirits, he had grow
ing on h/s mlnd Utterson became so

presented as a captive, though it is not entirely clear to what. The use of the ju
31) tells the reader that Mr Utterson feels Dr Jekyll is holding himself captive, a
truth; he is a slave to the darker side of his nature, Mr Hyde.

The description of Dr Jekyll’s behaviour is in very distinct contrast to his behavi
of the chapter. Not for the first time, Dr Jekyll’s character has changed comple
reclusive and secretive (‘out of spirits,” ‘grown very silent’ — p. 31), instead of th
gentleman he had been at the beginning of the chapter.

Active Learning Task
Write a piece of prose from the perspective of Mr Utterson

_end of Chapter 6.

This could be in the form of a diary entry, i could be inserted into

Reflect upon everything that h € chapter, what information Mr Ut
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CHAPTER 7: INCIDENT AT THE

SUMMARY

Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield embark on one of their regular walks, and find them
mysterious door down a side street — which they now know t7, be the back entr
look up at the house, they spot Dr Jekyll at an ope }
conversation with them, although he msxsts he out and they cann
of horror, he disappears from sight erson and Mr Enfield are horrif

This scene 1 pter 1, in that Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield are taking thei
streets as th™%ere in their previous journey. That journey was one of revelati
Utterson the story of the trampling of a young girl by Mr Hyde. This journey pro
a chance to reflect on everything that has happened, and what they know now.
revelations which will happen in the following chapters.

Characterisation: Creating a monster
We see repetition of previous chapters in the presentation of Mr Hyde. As
the pair gaze upon Jekyll’'s home, Mr Utterson tells Mr Enfield that when
he met Hyde, he ‘shared your feeling of repulsion’ to which Mr Utterson
replies ‘it is impossible to do one without the other’ (p. 32). Itis stressed
throughout the novella that characters have a very visceral reaction to

Mr Hyde; they detest and fear him, without even knowing why. ltis other
characters’ reactions to Hyde which are used to show what a monster he is
as much as the descriptions of the man himself.

Duality of setting: Jekyll’s home
Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield are s
a setting which was previz:
SCene, are thoaa

Je the dissecting rooms / laborat
in Chapter 5. The three windows, one
> windows barred with iron’ in The Incident of t
completely 1‘@ vithat the door which featured in Mr Enfield’s story — which
in the earlie\g@#ters of the novella — is actually merely the rear entrance to Je
reader consider the very dual nature of the one home, with a respectable, gran
disturbing, dark rear entrance. The two contrasting settings within the one hom
of Dr Jekyll’s personality.

The courtyard that Utterson and Enfield are standing in is described as being ‘ve
of premature twilight, although the sky, high up overhead, was still bright with
the contrast between light and darkness to symbolise the evil nature of the labo
laboratory is a place which the light cannot reach, showing a clear difference be
outside world, which is still in the last rays of sunlight.

Contrasting dialogue
Mr Utterson attempts to converse with his friend in this
strangeness of Dr Jekyll’s behaviour. Consider the.:

er, making polite
conversation:

‘What! Jekylll” he cried. ‘I
‘I am very low, Uttersz

the state of arrairs. Dr Jekyll, in contrast, repeatedly uses the word ‘low’. The w
‘low’ — both suggest that Jekyll’s challenge is one of health. Mr Utterson, in part
Dr Jekyll’s challenge in this way (he is simply going through a period of ill health
alternative (that his issues lie in his moral corruption). This idea of ill health is b
instruction to Jekyll to join them in ‘whipping up the circulation’.
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Dr Jekyll imprisoned
When analysing the previous chapter, we discussed the idea that Dr Jekyll is a p
this once again as the three men hold their conversation. When Mr Utterson s
them in a walk to ‘whip up the circulation’ Dr Jekyll responds: ‘Il should like to v
impossible; | dare not.’ (p. 32). The repeated use of ‘no’ combined with the adj
emphasise the fact that Jekyll has become trapped, unable to ‘I;eave, and with n
choice is further emphasised when the latter, negative « thesentenceisc
statement ‘l should very much like to’ (p. 32 y e reader that Jekyll
will; he cannot do what he wants to do, :

know to have bars on the windows (p. 24)
. 2 prisoner to the darker side of his nature. The ro
internal strt etween the two sides of his personality.

Jekyll’s laboratory, whi

Duality of character: Dr Jekyll
Mr Utterson eventually decides that if Dr Jekyll will not join them on their walk
one another through the open window. As soon as they have reached this con
suddenly changes:

‘But the words were hardly uttered before the smile was struck off his fac
expression of such abject terror and despair, as froze the very blood of th
They saw it but for a glimpse, for the window was instantly thrust down;
sufficient, and they turned and left the court without a word.” (p. 33)

Stevenson uses a metaphor here: Dr Jekyll’'s smile was ‘struck’ from his face. T
suggests violence, and links back to Hyde, who struck Sir Danvers repeatedly, c
then replaced by an expression of despair, which shows that Dr Jekyll i

Letter: ‘And 5 blood ran cold in his veins’ (p. 27). Both
highlight to the reader how afraid Mr Utterson is becoming
as he comes closer to knowing the truth about his friend.
Although whatever the pair saw as they watched Dr Jekyll’s
face is not explicitly revealed to the reader, we can assume
that they witnessed the beginnings of his transformation
into Mr Hyde. Mr Utterson exclaims ‘God forgive us, God
forgive us’ (p. 33) after Dr Jekyll has disappeared from the
window. The repetition of this short phrase emphasises his
horror, and also brings the focus back to the theme of
religion, which is of course a contrast to both the scientific
and supernatural natures of the Jekyll/Hyde
transformation. It is important that, when faced
horror, Mr Utterson returns to thinking ¢

tation; Mr Utterson
: Jaword’ (p. 33). Despite
witnessing ! ing both surprising and horrifying, both
men opt to K@ Wwhat they have just witnessed secret.
Secrets and lies {or concealing and revealing) are very
important themes in the novella. For more information on
this, see the section on concealing and revealing within
themes, later in the guide (p. 34).

Finally, note the last
and Mr Enfiges
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CHAPTER 8: THE LAST NIG

SUMMARY

Late one evening, Dr Jekyll’s servant, Poole, comes to visit Mr Utterson. He be
Dr Jekyll’s home immediately. The door to Jekyll’s cabinet i< !;cked and Poole
is not his master. Poole breaks down the door, a : _Utterson charge
time leaving all of
nd an instruction to read the |

Contexts: Victorian reputations

Throughout the initial encounter between Poole and Mr Utterson, it is clear th
everything; he is holding something back from Mr Utterson. In the dialogue be
Mr Utterson becomes increasingly anxious, and repeatedly insists that Poole te

‘what ails
you?’'

‘what
brings you
here?’

------ “ Try to tell me
what it is.’

Despite these many insistences, Poole continues to avoid the subject. He tells
Utterson that he is ‘afraid’, that he ‘doesn’t like it’, and he repeats twice that h
‘can bear it no more’ (p. 34). He is holding back, even at this stage, because he
does not want to risk the reputation of his master. Finally, having been pushed
repeatedly by Mr Utterson, Poole uses the euphemism ‘there’s been foul play’
(p. 34). Poole suspects that something has happened to his master. He suspec
that Mr Hyde is involved, and he even fears that there may have been a murde
However, the repressive nature of Victorian society mea Pe things simply
cannot be said, and so instead he picks a far more va i

ore looks physically unwell; after
suggesting that he looks ill. After Poo
pearance bore out his words; his manner was alt
Throughou 1{’ ious characters’ physical appearance, health and atti
experiencing\ig er turmoil (think about Dr Jekyll’s appearance after the mur
appearance when he has learned the truth about Jekyll and Hyde). In much th
unwell in previous chapters because he is hiding the truth about the evil within
changed because he is hiding a secret — or at least repressing what he believes

Notice that at the beginning of thic
Mr Utterson asks ‘what ail
more’, we aregad t
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When Mr Utterson and Poole arrive at Dr Jekyll’s house, all of Jekyll’s servants a
because they are all so afraid for their master. When Mr Utterson sees this, he
behaving in an unexpected and undignified manner (leaving their expected post
than he is about their fear:

‘What, what? Are you all here?’ said the lawyer peevishly. ‘Very irrequla
master would be far from pleased.” (p. 35)

The language Stevenson has chosen here (‘i
Victorian society, on appropriate ar ‘
that Mr Utterson would b
murder. :

! wehaviour at all times. It seems
2d with behaviour of the household staff

Gothic sett! ‘creating tension
The events of this chapter are once again happening at night-time (as did the m
and we follow Mr Utterson as he travels through the streets of Victorian Londo

It was a wild, cold, seasonable night of March, with a pale moon, lying
on her back as though the wind had tilted her, and a flying wrack of
the most diaphanous and lawny texture. The wind made talking
difficult, and flecked blood to the face. It seemed to have swept the
streets unusually bare of passengers, besides; for Mr Utterson thought
he had never seen that part of London so deserted. (p. 35)

In Gothic literature, the landscapes and atmosphere tend to reflect, or foreshad
created an unsettling, almost supernatural atmosphere, which foreshadows the
about to occur.

Active Learning Task
Analyse how Stevenson’s use of languacy

fon above creates an unsettli

ed detective

Throughoun } e, Mr Utterson has been attempting to discover the truth a
chapter we s@®%3rious opportunities for him to discover the truth, and on each
what is happening. Mr Utterson stands with Poole outside the door, as Poole a
Dr Jekyll insists he ‘cannot see anyone’ (p. 36), Poole and Mr Utterson both agre
but both of them fail to grasp the meaning behind this. Poole suggests his mast
days previously; he believes that someone has murdered Dr Jekyll.

£¥

Poole then reveals that for these eight days, whoever — or whatever —is in the o
instructions for chemists, asking for a certain drug. Poole shares one such note
basis Mr Utterson makes the assumption that Dr Jekyll is still alive. Jekyll holds
of evidence in the case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. He carefully examines the han
Mr Guest had previously in The Incident of the Letter. He comes close to the trui!
assumption that Dr Jekyll has been ‘seized with one of th Jg’laladies that both
sufferer’ {p. 38). Despite making this statement, ar &
the last chapter, Mr Utterson fails to make t' =
the full significance of the drug in “
experiments.

h of course hints at the dark na

Discuss..
When Mr €

0 and Mr Poole break into the study, they see Mr Hyde dead on
Jekyll's clothes.

Why do you think that Utterson still cannot solve the mystery, even after seeing Hy

How effective do you think Utterson is as a detective, and why?
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Duality of setting
Finally agreeing that the person in the cabinet is actually Mr Hyde, Poole and M
break down the door. Using an axe, they break into the room, which they find t

The besiegers, appalled by their own riot and the stillness that had succee
peered in. There lay the cabinet before their eyes in the quiet lamplight, o
chattering on the hearth, the kettle singing its thm strain, a drawer or two
on the business table, and nearer the fire, th | ut for tea: the q
said, but for the glazed presses full of ch: ost commonplace t

Right there in the mids ody of a man sorely contorted and

that have occurred. Itis also a direct contrast with the violence and destructive
chemicals’, which we know Dr Jekyll has abused in his dark experiments.

Duality of character
When Mr Utterson sees Hyde’s body on the floor, one of the first things he note
clothes, which are ‘far too large for him, clothes of the doctor’s bigness’ (p. 41).
Stevenson repeatedly stresses the physical nature of Hyde as being different fro
smaller, we can view this as Stevenson suggesting that the darker side of Jekyll’
him (he has more good in him than bad.) Seeing Hyde here in Jekyll’s clothes is
man (Hyde) inside the larger one. It is important to note that even now, wearin
impossible for anyone to recognise Hyde as being a transformation of Jekyll — e

Gathering evidence — a failed detective
After finding the twitching body of Edward Hyde
desperately searching the entire labora
cellar) for the body of Dr Jekyll ®
reasonable explanation
they find a bl
argued that —11
throughout A vestigation, to avoid revealing a deeper truth. Wha
Earlier in the chapter, when Poole suggests that Dr Jekyll is dead, he
declares that this ‘doesn’t commend itself to reason’ (p. 36). Mr
Utterson desperately wants there to be a logical interpretation which
sees Dr Jekyll blameless.

Were this a classic detective story, Mr Utterson would likely have pieced togeth
and have deduced the truth by now. He has not managed to figure it out becau

The chapter ends with Mr Utterson and Poole finding Dr Jekyll’s newly written
sole beneficiary. There is also a note from Dr Jekyll, a longer ‘confession’ and th
from Dr Lanyon, which Mr Utterson had received previously The many letters
form the many layers of the story of Jekyll and Hyde. M ‘son i is, at this poi
in his hands. Yet he is still afraid to look atit. Mr_ structs Poole not t
‘I would say nothing of this paper If youssnl d or is dead, we may at le
Continuing the theme of conc dling, Mr Utterson has the power h
instead is keeping Jekyl up to the end.

’ p'rer is the final part of the main narrative (told primarily from the
Utterson).

The last two chapters are instead in the form of letters from Dr Lanyon an

Why do you think Stevenson chose to structure the text in this way?
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CHAPTER 9: DR LANYON’S NARE

SUMMARY

Dr Lanyon’s narrative is in the form of a letter, which he sent to Mr Utterson.
another letter, which he received from Dr Jekyll. This seconr g!eetter had instruc
Jekyll’'s house and take the contents of a drawer ; »et, then wait for
Lanyon'’s narrative explains that he did as i i unpleasant man so
mixed together the powders and | ] d within the drawer, drank th

Dr Lanyon’s eyes into Dr Jek: _yon’s narrative ends, at last, with the rev
messenger waggn f e murderer of Sir Danvers Carew.

ANALYS¥

Theme: Concealing and revealing

This chapter contains not one, but two letters. Within Dr Lanyon’s narrative is
end of the previous chapter, this presents the reader with different layers of tr
uncovered. Dr Jekyll’s letter within Lanyon’s narrative also adds another myste
clearly set out (almost scientific in nature, with set timings), they are cryptic, an
asking Lanyon to do these things.

Dr Jekyll’s letter begins in a very emotional and desperate manner. He reminds
‘oldest friends’ (p. 45), which could serve to make Lanyon feel obliged to do wh
that ‘my life, my honour my reason, depend on you’ (p. 45). In making such dr
laying blame on Dr Lanyon rather than himself, and essentially bribing Dr Lanyo
Jekyll’s claim that they are ‘friends’, he does not actually _into Dr Lanyon

t this stage.

of the drawer
‘ I’s instructions, Dr Lanyon returns home, where h
drawer. Th ific nature of the contents of the drawer might suggest, to b
there is som nal, scientific conclusion to be reached. The drawer contain
have also seen in Dr Jekyll’s laboratory. It also contains a notebook, with an or
series of experiments. As with the instructions, this notebook is somewhat cry
without clear explanations. It covers years of Jekyll’s life, but with no real clarif
doing with his time. This is another document, or piece of evidence, which con

The most important detail in Jekyll’s notebook is the dates
which are marked ‘double’ (p. 47). This suggests that on those
dates, Jekyll successfully managed to transform himself into
Hyde, to bring about the other half of his personality. Unable
to understand this, however, the rational Dr Lanyon concludes
that he is ‘dealing with a case of cerebral disease’ (p. 47)

; ading
Jekyll's letter {p. 46). Having r idsion, Jekyll

arms himself with a gun

important
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Characterisation: creating a villain
When Dr Lanyon’s mystery visitor arrives, we know from his description
that it must be Mr Hyde:

He was small, as | have said; | was struck besides with the shocking
expression of his face, with his remarkable combination of great
muscular activity and great apparent debility of constitution, and —

Immediately, there is the focus on Hyde’s small size again, which contrasts
him physically with Dr Jekyll. As with Hyde’s interactions with other
characters in the book, it is Lanyon’s response to Hyde which tells us the most
about Hyde himself (remember, we have talked about Mr Utterson and Mr
Enfield’s reactions to Mr Hyde in previous chapters). Lanyon records his
feelings when confronted with Hyde in a very scientific manner; he feels a
‘subjective disturbance’, which he feels is similar to an ‘incipient rigor’ and was
accompanied by a slowing down of his pulse. Essentially, Dr Lanyon felt afraid, h
more difficult to breathe. By recording his responses in this scientific manner, L
scientific rationality to something supernatural, which he does not really unders

In Lanyon’s description of Mr Hyde, we can see that he has become even more t
as being ‘abnormal’ and ‘misbegotten’, and these descriptionz link to earlier des
human {remember that he has previously been desc ng ‘ape-like’ and

7 ‘

surprising” and ‘revo

scrtpt;ons of Hyde are lengthy, which is
unusual as most of the characters in the novella stress
that they are unable to describe him. When they begin
their conversation, Lanyon delays Hyde, insisting on
formalities such as an introduction. Rather than simply
taking the potion that he has mixed, Hyde then asks

Dr Lanyon if he is sure he wants to see what is about to
happen. All of this serves to further delay the action,
creating suspense as the reader continues to wonder
what the potion will do, or what will be revealed. At this
point, Hyde says to Lanyon:

if you shall prefer to choose, a hew province of

knowledge and new avenues shall be laid open t
you, here, in this room, upon the instant;
sight shall be blasted by a prodlg

Dr Jekyll's rey# on moral grounds; it opposed nature and rellglon, as well as
Hyde’s statement here is that ‘new knowledge’ will shock and stagger Dr Lanyon
the scientific changes at the time the novella was written; many people in Victor
scientific advances, particularly because they thought they went against religiou
on this, see the whole-text section on contexts on p. 70).
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The gruesome transformation, when it finally occurs, is seen through Lanyon’s
eyes. It happens very quickly, after the drawn-out suspense of the chapter. In
single paragraph, Mr Hyde has transformed into Dr Jekyll. This transformation i
a break from Lanyon’s own beliefs in the scientific and rational. It destroys
everything he believed to be true. Many characters, throughout the novella,
have been searching for the truth. But when it is finally revealed, it is not what
None of the rational, scientific and good-natured charac  the novella could
supernatural and evil transformation. Dr Lanyc
character with a more religious, spiritual!
at it’ (p. 50), again clearly markinux

drawer aid th€ transformation, we still do not know how this all came about. H
the details, and Lanyon says ‘What he told me in the next hour, | cannot bring m

Even in this penultimate chapter, we are in many ways kept in the dark. In the |
Utterson unwilling to confront the truth because it might reflect badly on Dr Jek
view of a well-ordered and polite society. In this chapter, Dr Lanyon is similarly
because it is a threat to his scientific rationale and understanding. When Lanyo
Jekyll and Hyde in Chapter 6, he told Mr Utterson ‘I sometime think if we knew
away’ (p. 29). He was telling Mr Utterson then that he was unwilling to accept t
unscientific studies.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

There is one final revelation at the end of the chapter, however: Adiv,e L
‘The creature who crept into my house that night was, on Je :rl::?e':fee
own confession, known by the name of Hyde and h (after th
every corner of the land as the murderer o , C Thisis
the first time that we are clearly told r Jekyll and Mr How wo
Hyde are the same person. and wou

. y Write on
Duality of @ i to the no
Prior to his 1% mation, Hyde made one final warning: ‘Lanyon, letter wh
you remember your vows: what follows is under the seal of our B |

profession’ (p. 50). The ‘vows’ he is referring to here are the words of the Hipp
doctors to keep the secrets of their patients. What is particularly important in H
pronoun ‘our.” In saying ‘our’ profession, he is stating that he and Dr Lanyon sh
Hyde has no proper profession; it is Dr Jekyll who is a doctor. There is a suggest
Hyde and Dr Jekyll is becoming even less clear. The two are less separate than t
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CHAPTER 10: HENRY JEKYLL'S FULL STATEM

SUMMARY

In this final chapter, in the words of Dr Jekyll himself, the full truth is finally
revealed. In a letter to Mr Utterson, Dr Jekyll explains the irse of his
research, his motives, and the resulting split of his p ' _Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde. He explains that he initially fo 4nsformation, but
that two months before the death o =4, he transformed
involuntarily for the first ti \tesses to the crimes he committed
while in the forz o uding the murder. Jekyll ends his letter
by explainit s now the greater power, and he will be Henry Jekyll no

ANALYSIS

Context: Victorian society
Dr Jekyll begins his account by reflecting on his pleasant, upper-class upbringing
career and the high standing of his friends, concluding that he had ‘every guaran
distinguished future’ (p. 53). However, Jekyll’s tone changes very rapidly, and h
some of the baser instincts that he has despite this upbringing. He understands
the expectations of society, and so he repressed them for many years, ‘conceali
became ‘committed to a profound duplicity of life’ (p. 53). The use of the word
important here; it shows that Jekyll always believed, in some way, that he was li

It is because of this conflict between his desires and his true nature that Jekyll b
What he is aiming to achieve is to somehow separate th parts of his being:
desires, and the more upstanding Victorian gentle “he first achieves t
Jekyll refers to his ‘old” self as ‘that incon d of whose reformatio
learned to despair’ {p. 56). Heis e ie reader of the letter that he ‘d
society placed upon hi iy +of always having to be polite, well-mann
creating Mr Hogaa him to rebel.

9
o

This act of ré n, or casting off of society’s expectations, is emphasised short

reflects:

I was the first that could thus plod in the public eye with a load of genial r
moment, like a schoolboy, strip of these lending and spring headlong into

Consider the contrast here between the descriptions of Jekyll as himself, and as
‘plods’ under a ‘load’ of ‘respectability’. The expectations of society act as a phy
making him feel burdened and slow. However, when he transforms into Hyde, h
‘springing’ is lighter than ‘plodding’, demonstrating the lightening of burden he

Theme: Good vs evil
Jekyll reflects long and hard about the relationship b
coexist in all of us. This is one of the novel’s cen
explorations, he says: ‘

od and evil,and t
ns. As he explains th

it chanced that the - cientific studies, which led wholly tow
tal, reacted and shed a strong light on this

perennial war among my members. (p. 52)

The metapho.‘r here ‘perennial war among my members’ {p. 52} highlights the
strong conflict in Jekyll’s mind between the good and evil parts of his nature. He
very aware that there are these two ‘sides’ to his being, and it causes him distre
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When he achieves the transformation from Dr Jekyll into Mr Hyde, he is instant
throughout the novel) that Hyde is a physically smaller man. Jekyll himself sug
him was less than the good within him. ‘The evil side of my nature, to which | h
efficacy, was less robust and less developed than the good which | had just dep
true initially, it certainly is not true as the narrative progresses.

before the ac® Edward Hyde; but the situation was apart from ordinary
laws, and insidiously relaxed the grasp of conscience. It was Hyde, after all, an
Hyde alone, that was guilty’ (p. 57).

Active Learning Task
The quote above from Dr Jekyll shows his own exploration of the idea of ‘duality’. J
Hyde are two entirely separate persons.

Spend 15 minutes skimming the novella to find other examples that explore the ide
note interesting quotations from different points in the text.

Extension task: Write one side of A4 about how Stevenson explores the idea of du

Duality of character
When Jekyll describes his first transformation into H

There was something strange i
incredibly sweet. [ felty
recklessness, a

and th®nought, in the moment, braces and dellghted me like wine. ( p.5
Stevenson uses a series of comparative adjectives to describe the contrast
between Jekyll and Hyde in this first transformation: he is ‘younger, lighter,
happier’ as Hyde than he was as Jekyll. This can be attributed to the fact that
he has cast of the repression of society (in his words, he has thrown off the
‘bonds of obligation’ — p. 54) and allowed his inner self to show for the first
time. The simile ‘running like a mill race’ (p. 54) shows the speed with which a
flurry of inappropriate images is suddenly running through Hyde’s mind. There
is a juxtaposition between the ‘freedom of the soul’ which he is experiencing a
this point, and the ‘wickedness’ that he knows comes with it.

Despite his knowledge that his new self is wicked
writing; ‘l was conscious of no repugnanc
pleasure in viewing the self th

5 Jelighted by him, an
“of welcome. This too,
rced to repress for so long.
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Theme: Concealing and revealing

This chapter is — or should be — Dr Jekyll’s full confession. Yet even now, not ev
part of the chapter, Jekyll explains the scientific process, the potions and the ch
of how it all actually works, instead saying ‘l will not enter deeply into this scien
(p. 53). Later in the chapter, he mentions there has been ‘depravity’, but again

The pleasures which | made haste to seek in my dtsau'.
scarce use a harder term. But in the hand

iwere, as | have s

Through to the very end of the novella, there are still secrets, things that Jekyll
they will always remain a mystery. In concealing something, even in his ‘confes
failing to accept the true evil of what he has done. However, while Stevenson
unable to confess the full nature of his crimes, we do also need to consider the
Stevenson was writing. The Victorian society in which his novella was publishe
particularly gruesome or sinful accounts of corruption and crime. Perhaps, the
audience the most gruesome details, and keeping the account vague in order t
Victorian readers. Although we never know the actual nature or extent of Mr H
message is still clear. He suggests, plainly, that there is a dark side within every
control over it.

Theme: Good vs evil — Jekyll’s loss of control

The remainder of the chapter is a series of attempts bv |
Previously, the transformation was always a mat
Hyde. However, one night ‘| had go ;
first time, the struggle is com
stronger. To emphasi

regain control
e, and so an intern

balance of my nature might be permanently overthrown, the power of vo
and the character of Edward Hyde become irrevocably mine. (p. 59)

We know, of course, that physical size is very important. There was always an
was small in stature, and this has been attributed to the fact that the evil side o
growing larger, then, is a physical representation of the evil becoming stronger
begins to fear that he will lose the ability to change at will, instead becoming H
realises, at this stage, that he still has a choice:

All things therefore seemed to point to this: that | was slowly losing hold
self, and becoming slowly incorporated with my second and worse.
Between these two, | now felt | had to choose. (p '

chapter, when Jekyli refers to Hyde as having an ‘apelike spite’ (p. 66). Itis imp
recall, in quite vivid detail, the attack on Carew. This shows that the two sides
he would like to believe.
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This attack scared Jekyll, and for a long time he managed to hold in Hyde. He ta
manner about the charitable good he did during this time —almost as though th
did before! As he is sitting in the park, reflecting on his own good will, Dr Jekyll
Hyde. This time, he reflects very clearly on the marked contrasts between his t
many ways he measures the ‘goodness’ of Jekyll by the opinion of others in soci

I was once more Edward Hyde. A moment before | hod: veen safe of all m
beloved — the cloth laying for me in the dinin me; and now | w
mankind, hunted, houseless, a kno : rall to the gallows. (p.

Jekyll explains his visit to_ is desperate attempts
to remain Dr Jog o to note that as he describes
visiting Lan ters to Hyde in the third person: ‘He, | Jekyll is sittin
say — | cannd . That child of Hell had nothing human; place.
nothing lived in him but fear and hatred’ (p. 63). He now has a
strong sense of loathing towards Hyde, when at the initial
transformation he was welcoming to him. The actions of Hyde which you co
have finally been enough to warrant Jekyll’s disgust. Lanyon’s innocent onlo
fear upon seeing Jekyll seems to have had rather an impact on Think about f
Jekyll. His attitude towards Hyde changes. He says: ‘A change changes you
had come over me. It was no longer the fear of the gallows, it personality /
was the fear of being Hyde that racked me’ (p. 64). Despite having witne
this, it becomes harder and harder for him to be Jekyll. There
has been a reversal. He used to need to take the potion to be Hyde, now he ha
matters worse, there is a problem with the potion which aids the transformatio
Jekyll’s mysterious potion must have initially been impure. New batches won’t
such he is losing the ability to remain Jekyll any longer. |

sking first what the fate
he end of the letter) is the end

The novella ends in very dramatic fashi
concluding that he will not know

old? Or will he find the courage to release hi
| eless; this is my true hour of death, and what follows
. then as | lay down the pen and proceed to seal up my conf
unhappy Jekyll to an end. (p. 66)

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

As the reader, we can answer a part of Jekyll’s rhetorical question: Hyde does n
die upon the scaffold. But we cannot, conclusively, answer whether he ‘found t
courage’ to kill himself. Because we do not know for sure whether, in the
moments before Poole and Mr Utterson broke down the door, it was Dr Jekyll o
Mr Hyde who committed suicide. We only know that in the very final moments
his life, it was Mr Hyde who lay twitching upon the floor.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Discuss...
Considering their characters, personalities and behaviours
the text — Jekyll or Hyde?

ig

Qg
Education
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Active Learning Task
Speed dating

on one of the characters from the novella.
' pairs. You have two minutes to speed date.

Get into groups of 4

date’ is. You might think about the following questions:
o  Wheredo they live?

What are their likes and dislikes?

Do they have a job?

Do they have any strong opinions/beliefs?

What do they do in their spare time?

When your time’s up, find a new partner and begin another round.

MR GABRIEL UTTERSON

Utterson — The respectable lawyer
The novella’s main narrator, Mr Utterson, is a well-respected Iawyer and an
upstandmg member of society. We, the readers, view m " the events,

asof, and opinions on, the

/ deceived, building suspense in the
in the final chapters surprising.

Although he\ge W2l to all the exciting plot events, Mr Utterson himself is
presented as a rather dull individual. Indeed, in the very first paragraph he

is introduced as ‘never lighted by a smile’, and as being ‘dusty, dreary’ (p. 5),
yet somehow he is ‘lovable’. However dull Mr Utterson may be, he is well
liked, and has a number of very good friends. This may be due, in part, to his
lack of judgement of others; he is often ‘the last reputable acquaintance... in
the lives of down-going men’ (p. 5). He is a very sociable man, regularly dining
with friends, or walking with Mr Enfield.

ﬂlqrruior

The character whose point of
view informs the story, or who
tells the story (when told in
first person).

w much do you agree with the statem
narrator’?

For more, see ‘narrative
of view’ in the Form

\ this guide

Include evidence from Chapter 1, and yo
whole.

Hint: Think about the opposing argument
Stevenson suggests Utterson is not a reliab
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Utterson — The detective

Although generally a very placid character, Mr Utterson feels an overwhelming
the story of Mr Hyde, and he determines to uncover the truth. His curiosity lea
throughout the novella. He seeks the truth, and pieces together information an
the mystery of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

Utterson — Beliefs and values

Mr Utterson is a typical Victorian gentleman, who va
Victorian London, and Mr Utterson, by vrrtue nf;
upper-class Victorians, who prized m
Utterson cares as much for his
throughout the nov

mystical, preverits him from seeing the truth about Jekyll and Hyde earlier in the n
avoiding the truth Mr Utterson is repressing, or at least avoiding, the true nature o
way that Victorian society repressed and avoided less ‘civilised’ behaviours and ind

It is important to understand that the pressure placed upon reputation in Victor
repress aspects of themselves. We see this in the novella in most characters, m
in characters such as Mr Utterson.

Utterson — Key quotations
e ‘it was frequently his fortune to be the last reputable acquaintance and the
downgoing men.’ (p. 5)

Mr Utterson is more understanding, and less judgmental, than many of his
tolerant of others, and accepting of ‘bad’ behaviours.

!

e  “If he be Mr Hyde,” he had thought, “I shall be M p. 14)

on to search for the truth

o to be sure; but in the law of God, there is no statut
scared Ve hought brooded awhile on his own past, groping in all the ¢
some Jack-in-the-Box of an old iniquity should leap to light there... he was
ill things he had done, and raised up again into a sober and fearful gratitud
near to doing yet avoided.”” (p. 17)

Believing so strongly in the good nature of Dr Jekyll, Mr Utterson’s early co
being blackmailed by Mr Hyde. It is also interesting that he is more concer
than Dr Jekyll’s. He is quick to examine his own life, to wonder whether he
judge himself in a way that he does not judge others for perceived wrongd

e ‘A great curiosity came on the trustee, to disregard the prohibition and div
mysteries; but professional honour and faith to his dead friend were string
slept in the inmost corner of his private safe.’” (p. 30)

his professionalis
nalism, and always
out the text (for more in

Despite a desire to know more at once, a combmm‘l
from doing so. Mr Utterson greatly values h;
Friendship is also a very important t!
section — from p. 34).

Mr Utt R meone dependable, who many people look to in a crisis.

o ‘If your master has fled or is dead, we may at least save his credit.” (p. 44)

These are the final words spoken by Mr Utterson in the novella. To the ver
his friend’s reputation. He also still does not seem to realise what has actu
moment, Mr Utterson is avoiding the truth.
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MR RICHARD ENFIELD

Enfield —The relative
Mr Enfield is identified primarily as being a distant relative of Mr Utterson. The
pair have had a long friendship, and both greatly value their regular walks
together. He shares similar values to Mr Utterson; he places importance on
respectability, and avoids gossip. |

Enfield — The storyteller

It is Mr Enfield who tells the s
trampling the young girls:
Hyde, and s

‘ “thapter, of Mr Hyde

. He introduces the character of Mr
_iLon's interest in pursuing the truth of the

n Mr Hyde and Dr Jekyill.

Enfield — Key quotations

e  ‘His affections, like ivy, were the growth of time, they implied no aptness
in the object. Hence, no doubt, the bond that united him to Mr Richard
Enfield, his distant kinsman, the well-known man about town.” (p. 5)

This reflection on Mr Enfield’s relationships is very unflattering to poor Mr
Enfield. It is suggested that he does not have any particularly fine

characteristics, it is merely because he is a relative of Mr Utterson that the
about town’ could possibly suggest a lewdness; Mr Enfield, like Dr Jekyll, m

e ‘| feel very strongly about putting questions; it partakes too much of the st
start a guestion, and it's like starting a stone.” (pp. 8-9)

|

Mr Hyde is one of two eponymous characters in the novella (the other being
Dr Jekyll). He serves as the antagonist, providing direct opposition to Dr
Jekyll, our protagonist. We know from the outset that he is of central
importance. His name is very important; ‘Hyde” sounds like ‘hide’,
suggesting something which remains hidden from view, just as Dr Jekyll
attempted to hide the evil part of his nature. Mr Utterson himself

makes this pun on Hyde’s name, saying ‘If he be Mr Hyde... | shall be Mr
Seek’ (p. 14).

An antagonist is a villain, who counters the character of l

the protagonist (see Dr Jekyll).

An eponymous character is o character,
title of a work of fiction.
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Hyde — The repugnant monster

Hyde is consistently described as disgusting, creating an instinctive reaction in ¢
understanding why. Often, characters find it difficult to explain exactly what it i
it is simply a feeling of horror or disgust that they feel, being in his presence. Hi
feelings that characters have around him all work to show how evil Mr Hyde is.
very important, as he represents the smaller part of Dr Jekyll’s nature.

g

are often

s being ape-like, or
ntific theories of the time the

ly learned about Darwin’s theory

Hyde is regularly described as being ugly or deform
references to his base, animalistic nature. He
somehow less than human. This lin
novella was written, as the D!
of evolution.

Enfield’s account of the trampling of a young girl, and the second is the murder
incidents occur in very public spaces (the streets of London) and have witnesses
upon particularly innocent, or virtuous, individuals. The evil character of Hyde i
nature of his victims, serving to further emphasise what a true villain Hyde is.

Hyde - The powerful force
Mr Hyde is, of course, a part of Dr Jekyll. Initially, the darkness is a small part of
him. The experiments Dr Jekyll performs serve to release this darkness, giving i
is still only a small part of who Dr Jekyll is (as emphasised by his small stature.)
progresses, Hyde becomes more prominent. He commits worse acts against his
Danvers). In Dr Jekyll’s narrative in the final chapter, he admits that Mr Hyde b
control. Dr Jekyll loses the ability to transform into, and from, Hyde at will; inst
transforms into Hyde on a park bench. Finally, Dr Jekyll is lost forever. In death
seen upon the floor — Dr Jekyll is no more.

Hyde - Key quotations
e ‘Heis not easy to describe.
something downri

e  ‘And then all of a sudden he broke out in a great flame of anger, stamping
cane, and carrying on (as the maid described it) like a madman... And the n
was trampling his victim under foot, and hailing down a storm of blows, un
shattered and the body jumped upon the roadway.” (p. 21)

The graphic description of the murder of Sir Danvers shows the level of bru
of. There is a focus, once again, on Hyde being animalistic (less than huma

e ‘|l cannot say that | care what becomes of Hyde; | am quite done with him.
character, which this hateful business has rather exposed.’ (p. 25)

‘d

At various points in the novella, Dr Jekyll claims he i
course, we know this to be precisely what he
behind him, he once again experlences £k
societal pressure. At this sta
Dr Jekyll’s statement hes

Jge' with Hyde, or c
every time he
nk the potion, to be
ar from ‘done’ with Mr Hyde.

Juing y selﬂsh he does not realise the tru

~ s

change—he seemed to swell—his face became suddenly black and the feat
“0O God!” | screamed, and “O God!” again and again.” (p. 50)

This is the moment that Mr Hyde transformed in front of Dr Lanyon. Lanyo
witness this transformation, and the shock and horror of the transformatio
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DR LANYON

Lanyon — The respected man of science

In many ways, Dr Lanyon is a minor character. He doesn’t feature very
heavily in the novella. However, he is very important to the plot. In the
second chapter (Search for My Hyde), Dr Lanyon is presented as a
contrast to Dr Jekyll; they are both men of science, both rs, but
essentially Lanyon has chosen the right path, whil: chosen the
wrong one. Because Lanyon refuses to b ol , the branch of
science that Jekyll is investigating #] acts as the embodiment
of rationality (he is level-! nsible) and morality. In providing
this direct cg " serves as a foil for Dr Jekyll.

Foil :
A character who acts as a contrast to
one of the key characters.

Lanyon’s death

It is important to note that Lanyon is the first character to witness the
transformation of Dr Jekyll into Mr Hyde; the rational character

witnesses the evil (the previously ‘impossible’). Lanyon cannot cope with

the evil that has been revealed to him — or the proof of the supernatural,
rather than his long-held belief in the rational and scientific — the realisation of

Lanyon — Key quotations

. But it is more than ten years since Henry Jekyll becam
for me. He began to go wrong, wrong in mi

;oo fanciful

)

‘ f, dismissing it only as having ‘differed on some point of
science’ (p. 12)

¢ ““I have had a shock,” he said, “and | shall never recover... Well, life has be
sometimes think if we knew all, we should be more glad to get away.” (p.
““Some day, Utterson, after | am dead, you may perhaps come to learn the
tell you.”” (p. 29)

Dr Lanyon emphasises both his horror at witnessing Jekyll’s transformation
wrong’ (or good and evil) that exists in Dr Jekyll. These are among the last
Mr Utterson, as he dies shortly afterwards.

j:I to set on paper.
ts roots; sleep has |
my days are numbered, and th

e  ‘What he told me in the next hour, | cannot bri
heard, and my soul sickened at it... My lifciis |
me all hours of the day and ni

Despite attemptin ything with Mr Utterson, Dr Lanyon is una
what he siviks'back to the theme of secrets, or concealing and
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MR POOLE

Poole — The loyal servant

Mr Poole is Dr Jekyll’s butler. He is a loyal servant, having worked in Dr Jekyll’s
house for years. He often interacts with Mr Utterson when Dr Jekyll is refusing
visits even from friends.

i

nraster, when Dr
elf and Mr Hyde.

It is Mr Poole who comes to Mr Utterson, out of 1
Jekyll is losing control over the transition :

Poole - Key quotation:
. 7 ere was a letter handed in today: what was the

But Poole was positive nothing had come except by

Poole relays key pieces of information throughout the text, often
unknowingly (for example, he brings the letter inviting Mr Utterson to

dine, which Mr Guest realises matches the handwriting of Mr Hyde). In this
quotation, he unwittingly lets Mr Utterson know that Dr Jekyll was lying abo
a messenger, although Mr Utterson does not understand the full reason wh

e  ““Well, he’s shut himself up again in the cabinet; and | don’t like it, sir— | w

Poole’s fear here, as Mr Utterson himself notes, is all the more alarming be
and reserved individual, who acts in an appropriate manner. His behaviou
something very wrong with Dr Jekyll.

e ““No, sir, that thing in the mask was never Dr. Jek
it is the belief of my heart that there w

ing’ and ‘it’, rather than ‘he’.

Poole’s descriptions of Hyde ;
; recognisable as the master that Poole has

human. He is also

DR JEKY

Jekyll — The protagonist

De Jekyll is, arguably, the protagonist in the novella. It is unusual, as he is only
introduced in person in Chapter 3; however, the entire plot is about Dr Jekyll, hi
actions, and his human failings.

Protagonist
The main, or leading, character in a novel or film.

Jekyll - The respected man of science

Dr Jekyll is a (generally) well-respected doctor. We can s
location and furnishings of his house that he is,
usually surrounded by good friends, and iz,
his friends. Dr Jekyll undertal

fm the size,
ealthy man. He s
ost excellent dinners for
, and is a model citizen.
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Jekyll — The hidden dark side

In his final confession (Chapter 10) Dr Jekyll admits that he has engaged in
corrupt behaviour throughout his life. He never specifies exactly what this
behaviour is; however, we are led to understand that it is behaviour which
would have been deemed unacceptable in Victorian society. lekyll feels
that he has to repress this darker side tc his nature, as it is not what is
expected of a gentleman. J

Jekyll — Dark experiments

The clash that Dr Jekyll feels b
parts of himself. Even in.
however, weg 1
nature.

‘ d and evil sides leads him to searc
ssion, Dr Jekyll is slightly elusive as to the
wde is born from these experiments, and that Hyd

Dr Jekyll's pursuit of the mystical, rather than pure science, earns him scorn fro
Dr Lanyon, who in character acts as a foil to Dr Jekyll, tells Mr Utterson that Jek
balderdash’ (p. 12). At that stage, however, Lanyon believes that the investigat
realises that Dr Jekyll has actually achieved his goal, the horror of it kills him.

Jekyll — The victim/prisoner

Initially after Dr Jekyll manages to separate himself from Mr Hyde, he feels exhi
Mr Hyde becomes more powerful, and commits more violent crimes, Dr Jekyll b
progresses, he begins to lose control over the transition between his two selves
away in his home. In Chapter 6 he refuses to see visitors, becoming more secre
Chapter 7 we see him refusing to come outside, even though he would like to.
prisoner in his home, just as he is a mental prisoner, in torment because of the

Jekyll - His final moments
In his letter, Dr Jekyll describes the lack of
previous section on the character ./ 1
appalled by Hyde’s acti
Jekyll beconzg,

. . ©
writes ‘whe —175
Jekyll's use g

periences (see the

+e fears my power to cut him off by suicide, | find it in my
“word ‘power’, his ‘pity’ prevents him from killing himself and

The name Jekyll has a potentially important meaning. If you look at the two syll
‘I’ while ‘kyll’ sounds like ‘kill’; Jekyll’'s name, interpreted in this way, becomes ‘I
kill (he kills Sir Danvers). However, he also reflects in his letter that he has the p
himself. Throughout the novel, Dr Jekyll has been attempting to get rid of, or ‘k
one way or another, he succeeds in killing both Mr Hyde and himself.

Jekyll — Key quotations

e  ‘alarge, well-made, smooth-faced man of fifty... every mark of capacity an
looks that he cherished for Mr Utterson a sincere and warm affection.’ (p.
‘The large handsome face of Dr Jekyll grew pale to the v };y lips and there c

(p. 19)

The physical difference between Jekv!
large where Hyde is small, s ' _where Hyde is deformed, kind wh
his face and blackn i es, occur when Hyde is mentioned, how
his fear, =4 | him look a little more like Hyde than usual.

sevident here. Jekyllist

. The mi\g e of the three windows was half-way open; and sitting close
infinite sadness of mien, like some disconsolate prisoner, Utterson saw Dr.
‘I should like to very much; but no, no, no, it is quite impossible; | dare not.’

In Chapter 7, Dr Jekyll has become a prisoner in his own home, just as he h
evil side of his personality, which has taken control of his life.
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e ‘It was on the moral side, and in my own person, that | learned to recognis
duality of man; | saw that, of the two natures that contended in the field of
rightly be said to be either, it was only because | was radically both; and fro
dwell with pleasure, as a beloved daydream, on the thought of the separat

Dr Jekyll reflects in his final letter on the ‘duality’ which he seems to sugge
explains that for a long time, he was focused on the conrf!ppt of separating
within him.

tuper of my thoughts, a greater b
“1 ooked down my clothes hung formle

e ‘| began to be aware of a chan
solution of the bonds

guotation he has turned into Mr Hyde against his will, an occurrence which
towards the end of his life.

e  ‘Will Hyde die upon the scaffold? Or will he find the courage to release him
knows; | am careless; this is my true hour of death, and what follows conce
then, as | lay down the pen and proceed to seal up my confession, | bring t
end.” (p. 66)

These are the final words of Dr Jekyll, and the final words of the novella. T
although we know that at this stage Jekyll didn’t necessarily have the powe
control over their shared body, and so potentially his actions).

i Essay Question

I .

i Does Stevenson suggest that Dr Jekyll‘{:s av
1

]

In your answer, use evide

Sir Danvers — The Victorian gentleman
Sir Danvers is a nobleman; a member of the elite in London society. Heis also a
Member of Parliament, as well as a client of Mr Utterson. He represents the
highest part of Victorian society. He is also described as being gentle, kind
and well-liked.

Sir Danvers — Hyde’s victim
Given the descriptions of Sir Danvers as being a generally wonderful
individual, it is important that he becomes Mr Hyde’s first (that we know
of) murder victim. Sir Danvers’ innate goodness highlights the truly evil
nature of Mr Hyde.

Sir Danvers — Key quotations
e  ‘And as she so sat she be an aged beautiful gentleman
with white hair, dr ; ng the lane... the older man bowed
and acggt ¢ with a very pretty manner of politeness... the

¢ is face as he spoke, and the girl was pleased to watch it, it
seemed 1o breathe such an innocent and old-world kindness of disposition
yet with something high too, as of a well-founded self-content.’ (p. 20)

In the description of Sir Danvers, there is a strong focus on his innocence.
wonderful person, thus highlighting the extent of Hyde's evil nature.
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MR GUEST

Guest — The confidant

Mr Guest is Mr Utterson’s clerk (similar to a secretary) and also his confidant.
He is someone that Mr Utterson trusts completely, and is happy to unburden
himself to. Mr Guest is a very minor character; however, he uncovers a
crucial piece of evidence in Chapter 5 (The Incident of th r). Itis Mr
Guest who notices that the handwriting on a lett \ T hyde is identical
to that on a note from Dr Jekyll, except fz. nt. This is the first time
it is suggested that the two char fact be the same person,
although neither Mr Gue: erson reaches this conclusion.

Mr Guest -
e  ‘There w¥5no man from whom he kept fewer secrets than Guest; and he w
not always sure he kept as many as he meant.” (p. 26)

Mr Utterson has only a few friends and confidants. Mr Guest is, by his own
admission here, the man he trusts the most. This is why he is willing to
share Mr Hyde’s letter with Mr Guest.

e  ‘there’s a rather singular resemblance; the two hands are in many points
identical: only differently sloped.” (p. 27)

It is Mr Guest, not Mr Utterson, who makes a key discovery at this stage,
having analysed the handwriting on the two notes. Neither character make
the true connection, however, between Jekyll and Hyde, and both men agr
to simply not speak about the matter to anyone else.

fDiscuss. .
There are

Why do you think Stevenson didn't include central female characters in Strange Cas

\.

Active Learning Task
Choose one of the characters summarised above.

On a piece of A4 paper, draw your chosen character (think carefully about their ph

Annotate your drawing with points about your character’s
- physical appearance
- personality

- beliefs/valves

Extension: For each of the points you have made, quotation from th
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ONSHIPS MIND

Tramples child in the
street in front of

Died following
reveal of

Used to be
friends with

Cousin of ood friends with

Recognises
the
handwriting
of

UTTERSON Clerk to

sks for
help from
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KEY RELATIONSHIPS

DR JEKYLL AND MR HYDE

Throughout the novel, the relationship between Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is myste
constantly piecing together ‘evidence’, generally gathered hv

immediately Iniw;\“king the two characters in some way.
Both Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield, at this point in the
novella, assume that Mr Hyde is in some way
blackmailing Dr Jekyll.

Mr Utterson is disturbed by this story, and the news
of the cheque, because he is in possession of Dr
Jekyll’s will. We learn that in his will, Dr Jekyll has
made Mr Hyde his beneficiary. The will is particularly
unusual because it mentions not just the possibility of
Jekyll's death, but of his disappearance. Shortly
afterwards, Mr Utterson feels he has to ask Dr Jekyll
for more information about Mr Hyde. Dr Jekyll tells
Mr Utterson that he and Mr Hyde are very closel

belonged to vll. The walking stick is another
piece of evidence which connects the pair.

Dr Lanyon is the first to witness the transformation of Mr Hyde into Dr Jekyll, an
transformation leads to Dr Lanyon’s death. In his letter to Mr Utterson, Dr Lany
as Jekyll described his experiments, and the nature of the division of himself an
told Dr Lanyon in that time, he was unwilling even to tell Mr Utterson.

The novella ends with Dr Jekyll’s ‘confession’. He describes the reasons behind
that he had always felt a darker nature within himself (for a full analysis, reread
Statement of the Case’ in this guide). Interestingly, Dr Jekyll sees himself and M
Reflecting on the crimes that Hyde committed, Jekyll wri enry Jekyll stood
Edward Hyde; but the situation was apart from ord
was Hyde, after all, and Hyde alone, that wa: « p57). Jekyll somehow m
conscience to be clean by blamin

otion, and reaches a point where he must take the poti
gains power X1l comes to hate him. At the same time, he believes that Hyde
‘power’ he has to kill Hyde by suicide. Eventually, suicide does indeed occur (M
the office to find Hyde’s body twitching on the floor); however, we never know
or Mr Hyde, who commits suicide.
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DR JEKYLL AND MR UTTERSON

Dr Jekyll is one of Mr Utterson’s clients, but he is also one of Mr Utterson’s
(few) friends. Dr Jekyll entrusts his will to Mr Utterson, which makes
complete sense as Utterson is Jekyll’s lawyer. However, it is because the
pair are also friends that Mr Utterson is determined to investigate the
strange and troubling relationship between Dr Jekyll and yde.

person. Throughout t
o tterson s perspective. Utterso
uld not have done something wrong. In
cer, Mr Utterson is certain that Mr Hyde is evil. Thi
so believes that Dr Jekyll is good and Hyde bad, and we f

Mr Utterson has an implicit belief that Dr
evidence that Mr Utterson gather::
truth, always believing th
morality andaix
novella as t!

Mr Utterson is a loyal, caring friend. He is distressed throughout the novella at D
belief that Mr Hyde has some sort of dark power over him. He is particularly hor
Dr Jekyll at his window, and there is a suggestion at this point that they have wit
transformation from Dr Jekyll into Mr Hyde. It is interesting to note that we nev
to the truth about Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. We see the reaction of Dr Lanyon to t
ends with Dr Jekyll's confession. We can assume that it would be a very traumat

MR UTTERSON AND MR ENFIELD

The relationship between Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield appears, outwardly, to b
distantly related to one another and they walk together regularly, setting aside

that the time is 1mportant to them.

The two men are compared and

Some of the ¥®Grtant events in the novella happen during, or are recounted a

first chapter, the pair walk past the ominous door which leads to Dr Jekyll’s labo
story of Hyde trampling the young girl. On another walk, they pass the door on
Jekyll in the window.

Unlike Mr Utterson, Mr Enfield shows absolutely no curiosity about the mysteri
characters, he finds Mr Hyde disturbing, but shows no desire to find out more a
foils. In demonstrating no curiosity, Mr Enfield acts as a foil to Mr Utterson. Th
Utterson’s own curiosity, and determination to uncover the truth.
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DR JEKYLL AND DR LANYON

Dr Lanyon acts as a foil to Dr Jekyll in the novella. The two men, although both
contrasting attitudes and scientific approaches. They share a close mutual frien
once close friends themselves. However, the two doctors have since come to b
together. It seems that Dr Lanyon broke off this friendship 10 years before the
disapprove of the other for their attitudes, beliefs and sci ' i

We first see this clash of characters in Ch :
Dr Lanyon is a far more conservatis e, who follows a more traditional s
Dr Jekyll’s pursuit of the r

Essay Question

How do characters both support, and challenge, one another in the novel?

Write about:

e therelationship between Dr Jekyll and Dr Lanyon ﬂjf

e  atleast one other relationship in the novella pi =N
e e e e o o o o 1 e e P e P e

Dr Lanyon is the only character in the novella to witness the transformation bet
could be suggested that the evil side of Jekyll's nature has made this decision ve
revenge against Dr Lanyon. Indeed, the horror of the transformation is so shoc
laced Dr Lanyon that it actually kills him.
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SETTINGS

In Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, the settings of both place and time ar
our understanding of the characters. In particular we need to understand Victo
at the homes of the central characters.

VICTORIAN LONDON

The novel’s Victorian setting is crur
expectations and repressi
Particularly in land

_sclooked at moral values,

¢ the epitome of the Victorian era.

. don being the capital city and so the home
of the elite meant everything. It was this pressure to conform,
and repressi nything which did not confirm, which forced Dr Jekyll into
his metaphysical experiments, as he attempted to separate the evil side of
his nature.

Another trait of Victorian London which is evident in the novella is the

discrepancy between the rich and the poor. The majority of the characters
are quite wealthy individuals, representing the upper class of Victorian London.
servants, such as those in Dr Jekyll’'s household, who provide a stark contrast to
contrast comes as Mr Utterson walks the streets of London, and moves from a
one. In Chapter 1 Stevenson describes, in vivid detail, the squalor of the streets
house, and the unsavoury residents who live there. We know, by the end of the
streets inhabited by Mr Hyde. In this way, the characters of Jekyll and Hyde eac
settings serving to reflect their different natures.

VICTORIAN LONDON: GOTHIC SF

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
focus in Gothic literature is
well as the darleanc «
0
Gotbhic literd ZL e fog and the dark add to the suspense of the novel,
creating an eerie feeling and suggesting something sinister is being hidden
out of sight. The streets are the perfect place for the Gothic villain Mr
Hyde, who lurks in the shadows, committing evil acts in the night-time.

r-of Gothic literature. The
, ysterious or supernatural, as
enson’s depiction of Victorian London

In Chapter 8, as Poole and Mr Utterson rush to Dr Lanyon’s home, the
weather becomes wilder. The wind whips through the streets, causing the
trees to lash against windows. A storm is raging through the London
streets, adding a sense of foreboding as the narrative rushes towards its
dramatic conclusion. The setting in this chapter foreshadows the plot,
hinting to the reader that something terrible is about to happen.

i

How does Stevenson use setting to build mystery and suspense in the text?

Include at least one other setting from the novella in your answer.
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DR JEKYLL'S HOUSE

Above, we mentioned the different streets reflecting

the two characters of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. In the Did you know?
same way, Dr Jekyll’'s home is a place of conflicts, Victorian London was
mirroring the character of Dr Jekyll himself. Just as this class division was

Jekyll has two personalities, so does his home. On
the one hand, the front of his house is grand,
welcoming and beautiful. Mr Utterson des
lekyll’s front hall as being ‘the ple i

Most wealthy people |

> areas such as th
pically associated w
less-respectable beha

\Undersmnding context

cabinets’ are monstrating the
expense wi e home is furnished.

The laboratory, on the other hand, is dark, dusty, and strewn haphazardly with
When accessed from the back entrance, the laboratory appears ‘sinister’, even
who is very well acquainted with both Dr Jekyll and his home, does not initially
laboratory as being connected to Jekyll’'s house. The laboratory is a strange pla
objects, they are unused, discarded. This could be seen to reflect the way the
science in pursuit of the mystical.

This extract is taken from Chapter 1, p. 16.

It chanced on one of these rambles that their way led them down a by-street i
street was small and what is called quiet, but it drove a thriving trade on the w
all doing well, it seemed, and all emulously hoping to do better still, and laying
coquetry; so that the shop fronts stood along that thoroughfare with an air of

eye of the passenger.

‘Two doors iz

that point| 173 '
showed no \e®o

Active Learning Task

Reread this first description of the
rear entrance to Dr Jekyll's laboratory.
Anncotate the extract, analysing how
Stevenson uses language to reflect the
character of Hyde, who spends so much
time there.

ﬂ)iscuss. .

The laboratory, wh

What other examples of sinister settings
can you think of2 What effect does
kS'revenson’s use of these settings have? /
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MR HYDE’S ROOMS

Just as Dr Jekyll’s house is a setting of contrasts, so is Mr Hyde's lodgings. The h
characteristics; the building is located in a ‘dismal quarter of Soho’, in a ‘dingy s
‘ragged children huddled in doorways’ (p. 22). Despite this grim setting, the roo
descnbed as being ‘furmshed with luxury and good taste’. The house is filled wi

There is vei iption of Mr Utterson’s home, but we get the impressio
comfortableg place. As Mr Utterson sits by the fire, the room is ‘gay with
which has been resting in a well-stocked cellar (p. 26).

The other important feature of Mr Utterson’s home is the safe which he keeps i
Several of the important documents, which act as evidence in the case of Dr Jek
Mr Utterson’s safe. This is where he has kept Dr Jekyll’s unusual will, and wher
despite the unusual circumstances of Dr Lanyon’s death. In this way, Mr Utters
theme of concealing and revealing. It hides the truth of Dr Jekyll's experiments
time, before the text reaches its conclusion.

One other important thing to note is that the home is described as Mr Utterson
character analysis, we noted that all the novel’s central characters are male. Th
own homes. Each of the characters has their own ‘bachelor house’, which (as w
personality and character traits.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

The only infous
medicine’ a —11 vere Dr Lanyon ‘received his crowding patients’ (pp. 11-12
Dr Lanyon adg in the heart of the medical world, as Cavendish Squareisar
the exclusive Harley Street. By locating Dr Lanyon here, Stevenson identifies hi
man of science, thus creating the contrast between Dr Lanyon and Dr Jekyll, wh
him down a much darker path.
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THEMES

p
Themes are the main repeated subjects that lie beneath the surface of a novel. An

the characters, relationships and plot. Themes are often interlinked, and can be par
.

Active Learning task
Before we analyse the key themes, some of
Complete the table by identifying th
different points in the text.

ftant themes of the novell
. ich embody each of the them
ns for each theme can then be found o

Quotation

Good vs evil

Concealing
and °
revealing
(Secrets and
lies) .

Repression

Science and
religion

Friendship

Violence
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GooD VS EVIL

The story of Jekyll and Hyde is essentially an allegory about good and evil,
and how both good and evil exist inside all of us. Good vs evil is one of
the most important themes in Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

From the very first chapter, the notion of good and evil is touched upon.

acknowledges that those around hl
Mr Utterson is considerably |

his victim. Hyde is further contrasted with Dr Jekyll, who Enﬁeld describes as ‘t
honest man’ (p. 8). From the outset, the reader is told that, in simple terms, M
good.

The contrast between the evil Hyde and innocent victims is seen once more in t
Carew. Throughout the account, the maid focuses on Sir Danvers’ goodness an
contrast between him and the ‘ape-like’ Mr Hyde (p. 20). The maid also focuses
experienced when watching Sir Danvers, which is destroyed with the arrival of H
the second quotation, below).

In Dr Jekyll’s confession, we learn that Jekyll had endeavoured to separate his ‘g
describes dwelling on the possibility that both sides of himself ‘could be housed
relieve his life of ’ali that was unbearabie’ (p.53). Dr Jekyll feels that heis unab

Discuss...

In his exper
split himself
the first is e
the other is

Why do yo
to make an

Dr Jekyll initially seems to convince himself that he and Hyde
are two entirely separate beings, even going so far as to say of
Hyde’s crimes ‘it was Hyde, after all, and Hyde alone, that was
guilty’ (p. 57). As the letter continues, however, it is clear that
the line between Jekyll and Hyde became more blurred.

Dr Jekyll lost control over the transformations, becoming Mr Hyde while he was

between good and evil, with evil winning.

Key quotations

e  “Poor Harry Jekyll,” he thought, “my mind
misgives me he is in deep waters! He was wild
when he was young; a long while ago to be su
but in the law of God, there is no statu’rﬂ :
limitations...” And the lawye
thought, brooded awhil>

si:, groping

Consider Mr Utterso

in all the corne - least by chance some
. - Where does Mr Utte
Jack-ir gk d iniquity should leap to .
. . evil?
light th 2@ nd then by a return on his former
subject, Tie conceived a spark of hope. “This Compare your answ

master Hyde, if he were studied,” thought he, you made your deci

“must have secrets of his own; black secrets, by
the look of him; secrets compared to which poor
lekyll’'s worst would be like sunshine.”” (p. 17)
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As we noted earlier, it is interesting that Mr Utterson’s first concern is whe
committed some act of evil. He is quick to examine his own life, to wonder
evil, and to judge himself in a way that he does not judge others for percei

is that he has done little wrong, which provides him with relief. He then pr
Hyde may be blackmailing Jekyll, Jekyll must have worse secrets. This intro
Utterson is not seeing evil in black and white terms any more, but as a slidi
than Dr Jekyli.

i

e  ‘And as she so sat she became awar: utiful gentleman with

clubbed .hlm to the earth. And next moment, with ape- hke fury, he was tra
and hailing down a storm of blows, under which the bones were audibly sh
jumped upon the roadway.’ (p. 20)

The maid focuses on the beauty and innocence of Sir Danvers, and the pea
the arrival of Mr Hyde. Sir Danvers is then contrasted with the hideous, br
the peace of a few moments before is disturbed by the violence of Hyde’s

Danvers and Mr Hyde is a contrast between good and evil.

e ‘I was once more Edward Hyde. A moment before | had been safe of all m
the cloth laying for me in the dining room at home; and now | was the com
houseless, a known murderer, thrall to the gallows.” {p. 63)

truth drives 2 t forward. Dr Jekyll is indeed hiding a secret, but it is not wh
theme is tleu- cfosely to the theme of repression {below). It is because of t
that characters such as Dr Jekyll were forced to keep secrets; he had to conceal
from his contemporaries, for fear of shame and judgement.

This theme emerges in the very first chapter. As Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield wa
a closed door, and remark upon its strangeness. Doors in the novella act as a sy
and revealing; anything could be hidden behind a closed door (for more on this,
p. 61) When Mr Enfield has shared the story of the door with Mr Utterson, Mr U
must have power over Dr Jekyll — that Hyde must be blackmailing him. Blackma
conclusion here is that Mr Hyde must know a secret that Dr Jekyll wishes to rem
this to get money from him.

Mr Utterson makes it his business to help his frlen.: omes a sortof d
truth. He approaches Dr Jekyll on multip!lz < ing him for more infor
relationship with Mr Hyde, but D ;
other characters, wher arn pieces of the truth, but not the whol
with Dr Lanv' Y Layll’s mnsdemeanours {p. 12), but Dr Lanyon only g
of what he i\ 1g is still concealed.

In Chapter 5, Mr Utterson actually goes so far as to ask whether his friend is con

course, much closer to the truth than Mr Utterson could know. Dr Jekyll is inde
really a part of himself.
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The narrative point of view in the novella is important for this theme. (For mor
see the section on Form later in the guide — from p. 67.) By presenting the rea
narratives, Stevenson gradually reveals Dr Jekyll’s secret. Furthermore, by leav
very last chapter, Stevenson conceals truths from the reader until the last poss

Stevenson also hides things from his readers, by omitting certaln details.
For example, he never tells us exactly what disgusting : |
committed, or what Dr Jekyll had done in his : sso
ashamed of. He also never really tells t ‘Mr Hyde looks like.
All the characters who meet Mr. b ~on the fact that he is
impossible to properly ¢ ugh all explain that he is in some
way less th : oviding us with limited details, the reader is
orts of horrible deformities. Finally, Stevenson omits
to give Mr Hy' is own account in the narrative. The majority of the key
characters in the novella are allowed to provide their own account, but Mr
Hyde never does.

Active Learning Task
Write a new final chapter, titled ‘Mr Hyde’s statement of the case’.

How would Mr Hyde describe the events of the novella from the first moment Dr J

Key quotations
e  ‘he must have secrets of his own; black secrets, by the look of him; secrets
worst would be like sunshine’ (p. 17)

Here, Mr Utterson is reflecting on Hyde’s suspected
rather than focus on the secrets or crimes of =
Mr Hyde. Stevenson's repetition of ¥
repeated three tlmes the

ail of Dr Jekyll.

ts’ emphasises the the

Mr Utterson attempts to convince Dr Jekyll to reveal whatever secret he is
binds him to Mr Hyde. Jekyll refuses to share his secret, only reassuring M
with Mr Hyde if he wanted to.

e ‘Lanyon, you remember your vows: what follows is under the seal of our p

This quotation is simultaneously about concealing and revealing. Mr Hyde
identity to Dr Lanyon, but before he does so he uses the Hippocratic oath,
Dr Lanyon to secrecy.

e  ‘What he told me in the next hour, | cannot bring m to set on paper

Essay Question

How does Stevenson’s presentation of secrets and the unknown add suspense
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REPRESSION

In many ways, Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde serves as a

cautionary tale for repressed societies or individuals. It warns of Cautionar

N . A tale, oft

what happens when individuals are forced to hide, or repress, .

. - story) whic
their wants, desires and true natures.

ntext of Victoria
suffers from the impac
wn he fact that throughout his life

Repression is a key theme in the novel, and lt is lin
on contexts, later in the guide). The mair
Dr Jekyll. In his confession, Dr Jel:s
darker urges which, beca: ectations of the society he lived in, he w
repression hg for him and he became fixated on finding a way to
personality od side. As a result of this, of course, Mr Hyde was born

In his confession, Dr Jekyll describes the struggle between himself and Mr Hyde
Initially, Dr Jekyll seemed to believe that if he managed to split the two sides

of his personality, both could pursue their own desires and coexist with some
sort of harmony. This is not the case. Mr Hyde becomes increasingly

powerful, and Dr Jekyll loses control. This suggests that when we attempt to
repress something, we actually give that thing power. By repressing his darker
side, Dr Jekyll only made things worse. Eventually, his repressed side broke
loose, creating chaos, violence and disaster.

It is not only Dr Jekyll who experiences a sense of repression, however. Inthev
introduced as being a man of strong moral character, and both Mr Enfield and
of gossip. The men are conforming to the expectations of thew society, and a pa
certain things, or keeping secrets from one another (re 'r the importance
section above).

Key quotations
e  ‘He was austere w’ ank gin when he was alone, to mortify a ta

5)

Mr Utterson is immediately presented as a man of upstanding moral chara
directly linked to his repression of his desires. He drinks gin to help quell h
pleasant, wines. He does not go to the theatre, even though it is somethin
direct contrast to this self-imposed harshness is his envy of others who enj

misdeeds.

e  ‘“You start a question and it’s like starting a stone. You sit quietly on the to
goes, starting others... | make it a rule of mine: the more it looks like Queer
‘ am ashamed of my long tongue. Let us make a bargain never to referto t

Mr Enfield’s extended simile in Chapter 1 highlights his
gossip is dangerous, and that the stranger somethm

';Iike of, or even f

this by saying, at the end of the chapter, tha' a¢ - med of himself for
never to talk of it again. Both chaza, a natural desire to be inq
might occur if they don’t inct.

] o N hat | concealed my pleasures; and that when |

2 of reflection, and began to look round me and take stock
of my progress and position in the world, | stood already committed to a
profound duplicity of life. Many a man would have even blazoned such
irregularities as | was guilty of; but from the high views that | had set
before me, | regarded and hid them with an almost morbid sense of

shame.” (p. 52)
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Here, Dr Jekyll reflects on the duality of his nature (see more on this in the
later in the guide). Dr Jekyll has always felt that he has had to repress the
ashamed of his desires. This repression has put a great strain on him, and i
try to find a scientific solution.

e ‘Jekyll was no worse; he woke again to his good qualities §?emingly unimpa
where it was possible, to undo the evil done by Hyd 1 thus his conscie

When Dr Jekyll reflects, in his confessi
it as being completely separaf: ' f. He does not lay blame upon
commits as Hyde. W nere that he is repressing his own consc
the wronzg . e says, his conscience ‘slumbered’.

es that Mr Hyde com

]

I

i

| To what extent do you agree with the statement ‘Repression is crucial to the p
E and Mr Hyde™?

l . . . . .

I Tip: Did you complete the active learning task on the previous page? Try to th
| theme of repression impacts different parts of the text.
1

too, | could —lii -»out carrying it off, sir, really like Satan’ (p. 7). By
drawing this Parison so early in the novella, Stevenson leaves his
readers in no doubt that Mr Hyde is the most evil being in existence. Earlier
in Chapter 1, Mr Utterson makes another biblical reference; he says he
‘inclines to Cain’s heresy’ (p. 5).

In the second chapter, we learn that Mr Utterson spends his evenings sitting alo
divinity’ (p. 11). We know that Mr Utterson works hard to ensure that he is mo
wine, or going to the theatre, for example), and reading religious texts each eve
the same paragraph, we are told that not only does Mr Utterson live near to the
bells which structure his days; only when the church bells ring 12 does Mr Utter
theology and go to bed.

When characters in the novella are confronted wit
Dr Jekyll retreats from the window suddenly. :

when Dr Lanyon witnesses the tr
In both instances, the repe
these circumstzace:

ies ‘God forgive us,
Mr Hyde into Dr lekyll, he rep
Uxclamation highlights the characters’ fe
Ahen faced with a perceived ‘evil’, these men stil

and Poole enter Dr Jekyll’s study, Utterson is disturbed to fin
‘startling blasphemies’ scrawled in Dr Jekyll’s handwriting (p. 42). In Dr Jekyll’s
Mr Hyde’s way of taunting Dr Jekyll.

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Study Guide for GCSE Page 55 of 88

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




In Dr Jekyll’s final confession, he reflects on religion at various points. Describi
Carew, Dr Jekyll says ‘the spirit of hell woke within me and | raged’ (p. 60). Jek
evil, and also as driven by a force stronger than himself. There is a strong cont
Mr Hyde and his remorse as Dr Jekyll; in the same paragraph, ‘Henry Jekyll, wit
remorse, had fallen upon his knees and lifted his clasped hands to God’ (p. 61).
turns once more to God, to confess his guilt or beg mercy for !';is actions.

]

Key quotations
e ‘there was the manin the middle, wi
but carrying it off, sir, reallv [i
‘poor old Harry Jekvllaa

ck, sneering coolness —

e ‘He was wild when he was young, to be sure; but in the law of God, there is

‘Statute of limitations’ is a legal term; it means an amount of time that has
longer be punished for committing a crime. Mr Utterson’s reflection here
knowing God, a person’s crimes will always be known and, perhaps, punis
Dr Jekyll being ‘wild” when he was young, which seems like a direct contra
presented. However, Dr Jekyll’s own confession repeats this idea, reflecti
committed as a younger man, and the side of him that wanted to continue

¢ ‘Now that the evil influence had been withdrawn, new life began for Dr Jek
and while he had always been known for charities, he was now no less disti

kyll'is ‘good’. T
L5 —now that the
6nfession, writing to M
is; Yyou know how much was done
in some way cancel out the evil thing

Here we are explicitly told that Mr Hyde is ‘evil’, whi
virtuous actions of Dr lekyll — both charitable z:
been removed. Again, Dr Jekyll repe
earnestly... | laboured to relie;

to suggest that his

SCIENCY ! #IE RATIONAL AND THE SUPERNATURA

Science is central to the plot. There is a contrast between rational, true
science, and Dr Jekyll’s pursuits of the mystical and supernatural. Thereis a
high level of tension between these two scientific fields, which is best
demonstrated in the tension and conflict between Dr Jekyll and Dr Lanyon.
Lanyon represents traditional and reasoned science, while Jekyll represents
irrational, twisted pursuits. Dr Jekyll’s scientific exploits disgust Dr Lanyon,
who tells Mr Utterson that Jekyll's work is ‘unscientific balderdash’. When
Dr Lanyon witnesses the transformation, realising how completely Dr Jekyll
has managed to twist scientific reason, it horrifies Lanyon so completely that
he actually dies. He cannot cope with this complete destruction of his own
scientific understanding. '

All the characters, when faced with the re
Dr Jekyll’s experiments (Mr Hyde)..»
disgusted. This fear of scie

presenting this fear o
century Gothic fiction
science /scientific theo
Shelley’s Frankenstein
monster, while Oscar
Gray explores ideas
changing and mutatin
evolution.

pments is
atthe time. There had
been many ks “ ew discoveries or theories
3 eople’s understanding of the
world around them.
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Key quotations

‘He began to go wrong, wrong in mind... | see and have seen devilish little o
balderdash...” (p. 12)

‘0O, | know he’s a good fellow... but a hide-bound pedant for all that; an igno
more disappointed in any man than Lanyon.” (p. 18)

Dr Lanyon and Dr Jekyll are pitted against one anoth
while the other seems to have lost his way, to

jm the beginning;
d an unconvent

. to the most narrow and mate
rie, you who have derided your superior

‘And now, you who have so lor
the virtue of transcenp

Mr Hy¢ . se to reveal their secret to Dr Lanyon before anyo
roves to Lanyon that he (Jekyll) was right, and Lanyon was wr
‘denyingand ‘deriding’ him, for not believing in the ‘transcendental’ scien
experimenting with.

‘now when that sight has faded from my eyes, | ask myself if | believe it, and
shaken to its roots; sleep has left me; the deadliest terror sits by me all hou
my days are numbered, and that | must die.” (p. 50)

Even after witnessing the horror of the transformation himself, Dr Lanyon
believe it. His understanding of science has been shaken so completely that |
‘Certain agents | found to have the power to shake and pluck back that fles

Dr Jekyll's transformation is the result of a potion of his own concoction. T
‘chemicals’. This gives the transformation a scientific
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FRIENDSHIP

In the analysis, we have said that friendship is important in driving the plot
forward. Itis Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield’s friendship, and their daily walks,
which leads to Mr Utterson knowing the story of the door. It is Mr Utterson’s
friendship with Dr Jekyll which makes him determined to mvestlgate and
uncover the truth It is Mr Utterson s frlendshlps with D

Dr Jekyll ancW nyon wh:ch leads to Jekyll/Hyde revealmg their secret in
front of Dr Lanyon.

Key quotations
e ‘It was frequently his fortune to be the last acquaintance and the last good
downgoing men.’ (p. 5)

Mr Utterson is a good friend to many people, and he is often the last remai
have unfortunate reputations, because he is slow to judge others.

e  ‘these two were old friends... both thorough respecters of themselves and
always follow, men who thoroughly enjoyed each other’s company.” (p. 12

‘you could see by his looks that he cherished for Mr Utte ona sincere and

Dr Lanyon and Mr Utterson are old friends
friendship is central to the plot.

as a deep and genui

n

it,” pursued Utterson, ruthlessly disregardi
ed. Make a lean breast of this in confidence; and |

Mr Utterson cares deeply for his friend, and attempts to persuade Dr Jekyll
to make circumstances better for Dr Jekyll — he is convinced he can help his

e  ‘“Dear Lanyon, — You are one of my oldest friends; and although we may h
questions, | cannot remember, at least on my side, any break in our affecti

In Dr Jekyll’s letter to Dr Lanyon, he draws upon their friendship in order to
request. Itis unclear whether Dr Jekyll really believes they are still friends
pleasure in horrifying his “friend” with his transformation.

Discuss...
Which theme do you think is the

n Strange Case of Dr Jek
Why is it the most i
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IDEAS AND MESSAGES

Ideas and messages are the broader concepts which underpin th

DUALITY OF HUMAN NATURE

The concept of the duality of human nature is oi"Strange Case of D
Dr Jekyll's belief that there are two inher L Rpa ides to his nature that
and achieves, a means of sep i 0 sides. However, this is more tha
an inspection of human ‘of who we are on a personal level. Und
that all of ug .g'sides of our personality. The majority of the key t
actions, ant ettings, all feed into this idea of duality.

Throughout Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Stevenson contrasts the evil
intelligent, gentle Dr Jekyll (see also Theme: Good vs Evil). In the final chapter,

not in fact separate individuals, but two sides of the same person. Stevenson is
each man there is both good and evil (or, to consider it another way, no individ

Dr Jekyll felt he needed to always repress the evil side of himself (see also Them
therefore, in a permanent state of conflict. For Dr Jekyll, this internal conflict b
much, and he searched desperately for a means by which to separate them. W
that when Jekyll achieves this, it is his evil side which gains strength (he does no
good side of himself).

Other characters in the novella demonstrate a less pronounc
respectable gentleman; however, it is noted that he
commits some petty acts which are deemed |
reflects that he ‘was humbled to the o+
that every one of ushasad

Mr Utterson, too, i
ill things he had done’ (p

ar n the novella that reflect this duality. Settings in th
‘ ekglli’s home, for example, has a respectable and beautiful fa
mysterious laboratory behind it. The back entrance to his home is a dark and di
way aggressively into more pleasant surroundings. The streets of London them
as the bustling passages of a capital city, sometimes as the foggy and deserted s
crime. Settings in the novella are conflicting, to mirror the human characters.

Key quotations

e ‘It was on the moral side, and in my own person, that | learned to recognis
duality of man; | saw that, of the two natures that contended in the field of
rightly be said to be either, it was only because | was radically both; and fro
dwell with pleasure, as a beloved daydream, on the thought of the separat

Dr Jekyll reflects in his final letter on the ‘duality’ which 2 seems to sugge
explains that for a long time he was focused ¢ ¢ of separating o
within him.

e ‘All things therefor ppvintto this: that | was slowly losing hold o
becomingas | ed with my second and worse.
w0, | now felt | had to choose.” (p. 59)

Having sUccessfully managed to split his evil side from the good, it is the ev
Dr Jekyll loses his good self. It is interesting to note, however, that he uses
suggesting he did perhaps have some power over the gradual disintegratio
fact choose to become this evil version of himself.
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e  ‘Strange as my circumstances were, the terms of this debate are as old and
same inducements and alarms cast the die for any tempted and trembling s

Dr Jekyll’s statement here is simple; every man has to confront the challeng
selves, and make a choice as to which side of their nature they allow to tak

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde can be read as a commentary on the socie
of what occurs in the novella only happens because of repression in Victorian so
Repression). The novella acts as a warning to all those who repress their inner w
internalising oneself in this way will eventually lead to disaster. The novella exa
reputation in society, and how this links with repression. Stevenson’s choice of
professions (two doctors and a lawyer), class (generally upper, or upper-middle
standing, allow him to explore reputation and societal expectations.

The novella also reflects upon some of the fears of Victorian society. For examp
scientific theories of the day (see also Context: Religion and Science). Ideas abo
play a part, with Hyde being presented as a more primitive version of man, a so
evolution. The horrific result of Dr Jekyll’s scientific experiments are reflective o
about scientific research and developments.

Key quotations
e  ‘the more it looks like

e  ‘Let us make a bargain never to refer to this again.” (p. 10)

Quick to avoid a scandal, Mr Enfield (who at various points had not wanted
and Mr Utterson quickly agree to ignore, or hide, their knowledge of this un

e  ‘If your master has fled or is dead, we may at least save his credit.” (p. 44)

Mr Utterson makes a decision here to hide some part of the truth, in order
this point, Utterson suspects that Hyde is involved in various crimes, and th
sort of connection to one another. What he was planning to hide might, th
the police — yet he is still willing to conceal it for the sake of a dead friend’s

fre ection, and bega
(already committed to a pro

e ‘I concealed my pleasures; and when | reach
of my progress and position in the

In his letter, Dr Jek
that yearg
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THE WRITER’S USE OF LANG

(Exam Tip

In your exam, you will be assessed for your analysis of the author’s language.

You should try to analyse how the writer conveys meani
structure, word choice, dialogue and imagery i

A great way to do this is to look
Khis idecas and meaning?

SYMBOWN

Doors
In Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, doors act as symbols for secrets.
Doors can have something hidden behind them, or can open to reveal
something. We know secrecy, or concealing and revealing, is a key theme
in the novella. Doors and keys are symbols that link with this theme.

One of the most important doors is the door at the rear of Dr Jekyll’s
laboratory. When Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield are looking at this door in
the first chapter, they are unaware of its connection to Dr Jekyll.

Mr Utterson notes that the door, which is ‘equipped with neither bell nor
knocker’ is ‘blistered and disdained’ (p. 6). The appearance of the door is
unwelcoming; there is no way to communicate with whoever might be

himself says e 'preferred to speak with Poole upon the doorstep and be
surrounded by the air and sounds of the open city rather than be admitted
into that house of voluntary bondage’ (p. 31).

Letters
Similarly, letters in the novella can function as symbols for secrecy. At the begi
is already in possession of Dr Jekyll’s mysterious will. He is concerned by the co
nothing about it, and left it locked inside his safe. Throughout the story, severa
Mr Utterson’s possession — notes from Dr Jekyll, a letter supposedly from Mr H
Sir Danvers, a letter from Dr Lanyon and the final letter from Dr Jekyll —all of th
reveal shocks and surprises. Mr Utterson has the power to read these and reve
hold on to them, locking them away (hiding them) once in his safe. In the
Sir Danvers’ body, the reader never even finds ou contents are, addi
novella. ;

Characters in Strang I'and Mr Hyde tend to share their secrets
one anotheyg® -. alogue in the novella; the biggest secrets are reve
shared betvigls characters. These letters act as the ‘evidence’ compiled in
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Hyde’s physical appearance
Most Victorians believed in physiognomy, the idea that you could
judge someone’s personality and characteristics by their
appearance. By understanding this, we can see that Hyde's
physical appearance in the novella — deformed and terrifying —
acts as a symbol for the wickedness inside of him.

i

The other aspect of his physical appearance whi
important is his small size. Hyde's smalls
shows the reader that the evi .
good within him. W
smaller thaj
inside of hir

e symbolic —it

Dr Jekyll’s home and laboratory
Dr Jekyll’s home and laboratory act as a symbol in the novella for the characters
looked at the way the two parts of the building mirror the two sides of the man
another read of Settings: Dr Jekyll's House). The two parts of the building (the r
mysterious, dark laboratory) are connected to
one another, just as Jekyll and Hyde are
interconnected. Because of the strange layout of
the streets outside Dr Jekyll’s home, outsiders
cannot tell that the two places are connected at
all (remember that Mr Enfield had no idea, when
he first encountered Mr Hyde), just as an
outsider would not be able to tell that Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde are connected to one anothe

Active Learning Task
Create a mind map to answ

How does Stevenson use sym
intrigue in the novella?

nsion task: Write half
answer the question.

When we looked at setting, we said that the streets of London are a Gothic sett
place for the dark and twisted character of Mr Hyde. Stevenson tells his reader
Stevenson repeatedly links the setting of London streets — dark, cloaked in fog,
streets are always the setting for Mr Hyde's despicable crimes, showing the rea
dangerous place.

Violence against innocents
Two of Mr Hyde’s crimes are described in detail in the novella: his attack on the
Sir Danvers Carew. In both instances, Mr Hyde's victims are particularly innoce
old man who is described as being entirely ‘good’). Neither of these victims did
anger; they did nothing to provoke him. By selecting such innncent individuals
Stevenson shows us that Mr Hyde is a truly evil cha !

Silence
Throughout the novel, char=z
deliberately withho!s:

unable or unwilling to discuss some
) 3tion. We have already looked at this in Theme: Co
ed to the theme of repression, in that the characters
which other @t find inappropriate, or sordid. Of course, the most striking e
about the evil he knows is within himself. Other examples include Mr Utterson
engage in gossip, Dr Lanyon not widely sharing the details of Jekyll/Hyde’s trans
Mr Utterson hiding his fears/suspicions about the relationship between Dr Jekyl
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There is also silence by Stevenson’s own omission in the novel. Stevenson neve
what disturbing acts are committed by Dr Jekyll in his youth, or by Mr Hyde afte
disclose the full secrets of Dr Jekyll’s scientific experiments, or tell us what Dr Je
were alone together. This is a conscious choice on Stevenson’s part (he very del
perhaps because he is telling us that these things were simply too horrific to wri

he novel: the sile
ured and disturbing,
escribe. This adds to the
him even more frightening for t

There is another kind of silence which is repeated throu
Every character who meets Mr Hyde agrees that
something about his appearance thatis i
character of Mr Hyde, and in ma

Figurative laX@#®5e is non-literal language. Using embellished and/or unusual t
increasingly complex levels of semantics. These expressive features generally w
emotion which plays on your senses as a reader.

Stevenson uses figurative language throughout Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde to convey meaning, to create greater impact and to help the reader to
become more immersed in his story.

Active Learning Task

Before we analyse some important types of figurative language, try this activity. Th
types of figurative language. Complete the table by finding a definition of each te
the novella as an example, and analysing Stevenson’s use of the technique. Try to u
in the text. Selected quotations for each technique can then be faund on the followin

Technique Definition amble (quotation)

Metaphor

Personification
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SIMILE

A simile uses a direct comparison, generally ‘like’ or ‘as’, to create a vivid image

Examples
In Chapter 1, the street that Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield are looklng at ‘shone o
neighbourhood, like a fire in a forest’ (p. 6). This strong
the reader to imagine the brightness of the str ark contrast it prov
surrounding it. !

In Chapter 4, Mr Hyde at: ers ‘with ape-like fury... trampling his vic
under foot 2 ‘a storm of blows’ (p. 20). The simile here likens M
to an anim gy which we see throughout the novella. The reader
understands r Hyde is somehow less than human. The simile makes the
seem even more horrific.

In Chapter 8, when Mr Utterson arrives at Dr Lanyon’s house, ‘the servants, me
together like a flock of sheep’ (p. 35). The simile helps the reader to understan
feeling. This sparks the readers’ imaginations, as we try to imagine what could
servants.

METAPHOR

A metaphor states that one thing is another (as opposed to a simile which comp
another).

Examples
In Chapter 4, during the attack on Sir Danve
great flame of anger, stampmg with hi
carrying on {(as the maid de
metaphor here htghito}'

attack, and to---eict Hyde as a monster.

In Chapter 7, Dr Jekyll suddenly withdraws from the window: ‘But the words we
was struck off his face and succeeded by an expression of such abject terror’ (p
how suddenly Dr Jekyll’s expression changed. There is a suggestion that, in fact
witnessing the beginning of a transformation from Dr Jekyll into Mr Hyde, in wh
speed with which the former could transform into the latter, and the lack of co
transformation. The metaphor also suggests violence, and links back to Hyde, w
causing his death.

In Chapter 10, when Dr Jekyll is explaining the scientific pursuits which led to th
‘it chanced that the direction of my scientific studies, wh 1 wholly towards
reacted and shed a strong light on this consciol perennial war amo
Stevenson’s metaphor here highlights tho.t| ict in Jekyll’s mind betwe
nature. He is very aware that th wo ‘sides’ to his being, and it cau
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PERSONIFICATION

Personification is when an animal, object or animal is described as if it is human.

Example
In Chapter 1, when describing the building which we later learn is in fact Dr Jeky
that the building ‘thrust forward its gable on the street’ ar~ is a ‘blind forehea
personification makes the building appear even rywith the use of ‘t
somehow creates an aggressive feeling ws a link between such a
the sort of person who might live i

PATHEN

Pathetic fallacy is a type of personification, where human characteristics and em

In Chapter 4, after the murder of Sir Danvers, Stevenson describes the fog as a ‘
which could come down unexpectedly in a ‘mournful reinvasion of darkness’ (p.
fallacy to make the reader think about death; the fog is described as a ‘pall’, whi
coffin, and it moves through the city in a ‘mournful’ reinvasion.

In Chapter 8, as Mr Utterson is making his way to Dr Jekyll’s house, the weather
‘it was a wild, cold, seasonable night of March’ (p. 35). Stevenson uses pathetic
create an unnerving atmosphere, full of tension.
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FORM

Form
{ The type of text (for example, novel, poem, play), and how it con

GENRE: GOTHIC NOVELLA

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde lla. As mentioned previo

novel (or, if you prefer, a long

[ Discuss..

When wri! e New Yorker, the author lan McEwan said that ‘the novella is
fiction... the"demands of economy push writers to polish their sentences to precisio
effects with unusual intensity, to remain focussed on the point of their creation and
single-mindedness, and to end it with a mind to its unity. They don’t ramble or pre
quintuple subplots and swollen midsections.” (McEwan, 2012, zzed.uk/9461-mcew

\Thinking about Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, do you agree or disagree

Active Learning Task
Using the Internet or your school library, research the features of Gothic fiction.
- In what ways is Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde typical of Gothic litera
- Are there any ways in which Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is differe
- Answer in bullet-point form.

. s of the Gothic genre;
orks of Gothic fiction. The monste
4ally a part of Dr Jekyll, but he is very much
: ighteningly violent. He lives in the shadows, and
®s tne transformation from Dr Jekyll into Mr Hyde, however,

Exploration of the supernatural is one of
mysterious creatures are cent
Mr Hyde is unusual, i

Gothic literature often uses mysterious, unsettling settings to create suspense
castle in Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Stevenson’s foggy, shadowy London streets ar
mysterious Gothic setting. They create the perfect space for the monstrous Mr
unsuspecting victims. The weather, which becomes more aggressive and storm
also contributes to this Gothic setting.

Gothic fiction usually has a victim and a villain. Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and M
technically Dr Jekyll is both the victim and the villain (Hyde is the villain, but of
Dr Jekyll). The victim in Gothic novels is generally helpless, just as Dr Jekyll pro
control the evil within him; he is powerless to resist Mr H ;
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NARRATIVE POINT OF VIEW

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is told from the third person. The story
primarily follows one character: Mr Utterson. However, this narrative is
supplemented with various letters from the perspective of other characters,
and by the account (still in third person) of the maid who witnessed the death
of Sir Danvers. These different narratives tie together to _ethe whole
story of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde {for more mformat' , wiake sure you
look at the section on Structure from p. € ; ation of these
different narratives means th cads like evidence given in the
case of Dr Jekyll and Mr F

s some chapters using a first-person narrative — a narrati
int using ‘I’. We see this in the chapters written as letters to
Dr Jekyll. Th!s provides us with more insight into the minds and experiences of

Mr Utterson is a lawyer, and a gentleman. For the Victorian reader (and even f
makes Mr Utterson a more reliable narrator. This is very important. If the read
question his judgement about the events, or his interpretation of the facts. Thi
reveal’ is more of a surprise.

NARRATIVE TENSE

The novella is written in the past tense, which again lends itself to the notion th
Evidence is being compiled, and events recounted, after the fact.
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STRUCTURE

Structure
The overall organisation of a story. This relates to the chronology of a story: how fl

CHAPTERS

o 10 chapters. Stevenson has g
‘ tain events of the chapter for the read
e-drama in the novella reaches a peak in the mid
d then the dramatically entitled ‘last night’. The myst
explained in'g 1al chapters, with a ‘narrative’ and a ‘full statement of the ca
natural resolution of the events, and feel satisfied that they understand the full
fall in tension through the chapters in the chart below.

Strange Case of Dr Jekylf and Mr H:
descriptive title, which s
chapter, you ca

Tension Level

Rising
action

\

Story of the Search for Drlekyll was The Carew Incident of Remarkable Incident at
Door Mr Hyde Quite at Ease Murder Case the Letter Incident of the Window
Dr Lanyon

[Rising action — a series of actions, interactions and events which create /increase t
Climax — the most intense point in the tension of the narrative (the most dramatic

Falling action — a series of events after the climax, when the tension has lessened.

Resolution — the point at which the events of the story ed out’ and the re
\for the first time. This occurs after the falling actio vaity the last point be
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CHRONOLOGY

The first eight chapters of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde are laid out in chronological ord
passages of time between the chapters, but when this is the case Stevenson tell
Carew’s murder in Chapter 4 happens ‘nearly a year later’ (p. 20). Structuring th
reader to become engrossed in the plot, as they witness the events unfolding ju

The only break to this chronological ordering com
characters who, when Utterson finall
which happened earlier in the na
the letters here at the e
all the looseg

 Je unal two chapters.

e letters, are already d
gh we didn’t know what was hap
zivetla, looking backwards, Stevenson draws t
. waits until now to present these two narratives
that Mr Utterson does; so we have been on the journey to fin
inish.

him, from stN

LETTERS

Active Learning Task

Within the chapters, Stevenson often focuses on communication through the epistolar
discuss and answer the following questions:

- Who writes letters, and how is this important?

- How is characterisation enhanced through the use of letters?

- Why is communication through letters different to dialogue?

- What do Stevenson’s characters reveal, and keep secret, when writing letters?

to the reader, s
his reader that t

a detective, searching for the t
-esent evidence which Mr Utterson can

breadcrumb trail, which
gh the narrative, becoming a sort /Did you know?

ike Mr Utterson). By presenting the Stevenson is not
epistolary form.

chapter, that he is going to beco
Stevenson uses the epistoles
Mr Hyde. The lgite
the reader ‘17;&
of detective &
letters in this manner, as ‘evidence’ in the case, Stevenson
makes the events feel more realistic to the reader. Letters
are also useful in helping the reader to understand the
inner thoughts and feelings of a character (for example, - Anne Bronté
when Dr Jekyll explains his motivations for experimenting \

with the two sides of his personality).

There are various notes and letters throughout the novella (see the section on S
information), but two of these are so important that they get their own chapter
novella are given in their entirety to letters; the first from Dr Lanyon and the sec
bring the novella to its conclusion, explaining the many mysteries of the novel, s
understands.
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CONTEXT

BIOGRAPHICAL CONTEXTS

Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh in 1850, and lived in Edinburgh f
most of his childhood. Various analyses have suggested that ’?though Strange

of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is set in London, Stevenso y drawing on th
winding streets of Edinburgh for his desc intia t'the men on Stevenso
father’s side of the family were ens _ichis grandfather on his mother’
was a minister of the Church +. Stevenson was a sickly child, and illne
persisted into galt '

As Stevenson grew older, he refused to follow the family profession of engineer
preferring his interest in writing. As a sort of compromise with his parents, it w
agreed that he would study law. Stevenson was rebellious. He enjoyed drinkin
visiting brothels, which were not morally appropriate
things to be doing in the 1850s (remember, we've
talked about the importance of Victorian morality!).
He also rejected his parents’ religion, instead
declaring himself an atheist.

Discuss...
Can you see any para
and the plot of Strang

Stevenson spent much of his adult life travelling and writing. He
visited London, Europe and America, and in his later life purchased a fo res
plot of land in Samoa! He married his American Iover e
and he was visiting Bournemouth in the 1880s, a
the sea air to improve his health, when ge Case of Dr intere
Jekyll and Mr Hyde. Stevenson di t

Active Learning Task

Thinking back over your reading of the novella, individually write a short review (n
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

- What is the novella about? - Does it have any

- What were the distinguishing qualities of the novella? -  Would you recom
- How well do you feel the text was written?

In his introduction to Strang? Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr /Did you know?
Hyde, Roger Luckhurst explains that early readers were Most of the low
‘uncertain about how to treat Stevenson’s latest work’ were illiterate —
(page ix). The novella was marketed as a ‘shilling shocker’ 1 means that Stev

—a cheap horror story that could be purchased for a shil from the upper

— which could lead to contempt from many in *

world. However, a review in The Timez.i: \for AO3
considerably more favourable wrote: ‘Mr
Stevenson evolves his.i #'story from the world that is unseen, envelopi

till at last it

sustain and . %0

roughout the sense of mystery and horror.’ (zzed.uk/9461-

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde quickly Discuss...
became a sensation, selling 40,000 copies in What do you think it was about
England in just six months! Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde that so m
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Exam tip
AQA, Edexcel and OCR exams all assess your understanding of contexts in AO3.

In these exams, you will need to demonstrate an understanding of the contexts in w

Remember to think about how readers at the time of publication (1886) would
well as how you respond to it now.

VICTORIAN LONDON

We have already discussed, at |
at a time when reputati
Repression —g

portance of reputations in Victoria
and an individual’s behaviour was judged

ual consideration that is important when thinking about Lond
Pickpocketing and petty crimes were rife in Victorian London, as was prostitutio
prostitution in the novella (remember the shop fronts ‘laying out the surplus of
believe that the child that Mr Hyde trampled may have been, in fact, an allusion
the 1880s was a dark, troubling place. It is the perfect setting for Stevenson’s d
The notorious murders of Jack the Ripper occurred in London in 1888, just two
Jekyll and Mr Hyde was published. Many Londoners saw similarities between th
London described in Stevenson’s novella.

SCIENCE AND RELIGION

The vast majority of Victorians were religious, following some branch of
Christianity. Robert Louis Stevenson grew up in a religious h f,Jsehold
Both his parents were Presbytenans as was his nurse; d,

, who had lived a double life, secretly running
ong wnth his friend Henley, Stevenson wrote a play
Brodie, or the Double Life.

Edinburgh ’li
a criminal gX%
entitled Deact

While Stevenson had decided that he was not religious, we see many
religious references in Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. Mr Hyde is
repeatedly linked to the devil, and the novella is all about the impacts of
evil, or sin.

When Stevenson was a young boy, a scientific work was published which .
threatened the very principles of Christianity. Darwin’s On the Origin of —~
Species explained to the public that humankind had, in fact, evolved from
amore primitive species (apes). This essentially disproved the Creation story, t

Jekyll and Mr Hyde; he uses scien
able to control.

How does Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde respond to th
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X J

Active verbs — In sentences with active verbs, the subject (in this case Mr Hyde
the verb (‘trampling’ and ‘hailing’). Structuring the sentence in this way makes

o

Cautionary tale — A tale, often told in folklore (like fairy stories) which warns th

Characterisation — The techniques used by an author to create a realistic, belie
include description, behaviours, actions and dialogue.

Comparative adjectives — These have the -er suffix on the end, and are used to
case, the comparative adjectives all demonstrate that being Hyde is better than

Diaphanous — Having a light, flimsy texture. Usually used to refer to fabric whi
Used in this context, it refers to light, floaty clouds.

Dual personality — Having two different, or contrasting, sides to an individual’s
is split into the good side, and the evil side (Mr Hyde

Duality — Having two parts, or sides
throughout Strange Case of D

expression.
Foil = A character who acts as a contrast to one of the key characters.

Foreshadowing — Refers to hints given to the reader about events which are ye
words, phrases or events which are indicative of how the story will unfold.

Form — The type of text (for example, novel, poem, play), and how it conforms

Gothic - Strange Case of Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde is a Gothic novella. The Go
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and is chara by an atmosph

Ideas and messages ncepts which underpin themes.

Imagery —1 juage an author uses to create clear pictures or ideas in the r

—-——

Incipient — Simply means the beginning of something.

Juxtaposition — When two very different things are placed together or compar
effect.
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Metaphor — A descriptive technique; a metaphor states that one thing is anoth
compares, saying one thing is like another).

Misbegotten — Describes something deformed, or detestable.

Motif — A motif is a recurring structure or device that helps to develop the imp
of violence against innocents highlights and develops thes: ¢ 1e of good vs evil

Narrative — The story that the author/z
Narrator — The cha t of view informs the story, or who tells th
Pathetic fal! A type of personification, where human characteristics and e

Perennial — Something which lasts for a long time, or infinitely.

Personification — When an animal, object or animal is described as if it is huma

Plot — The different events in a novel that shape the narrative. These events re
reader to understand the characters, themes and messages.

Primitive — This refers to earlier stages of evolution. Also suggests something |

Prophetic — Accurately predicting something which is going to happen in the fu
predicts his own death.

Protagonist — The main, or leading, character in a na

Rhetorical question — A question w . eq ire an answer. Typically, t

Semantics — Tkar , phrase or piece of text.

D

mparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’ to create a vivid image.

Structure — The overall organisation of a story. This relates to the chronology o
plot are laid out.

Symbol (symbolism) — A symbol is something which, as well as being itself, sta
Themes — The main repeated subjects that lie beneath the surface of a novel.
the characters, relationships and plot. Themes are often interlinked, and can b

message.

Troglodytic — This refers to a troglodyte: one of the earliest, rost primitive for
Darwin’s theory of evolution. |
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Further Reading

Although this guide features in-depth analysis of the novella, pupils might also b
Luckhurst’s introduction in the Oxford World Classics edition, and the explanato
There is also a helpful chronology of the life of Robert Louis Stevenson. Addition

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION il

e  Balfour, Graham. The Life of Robert Louis Steireh oy ondon: Methuen, 19

e  (Calder, Jenni. RLS: A Life Study. Inrg\ 1 amrsﬁ Hamilton, 1980

e Nollen, S A. Robert Louis Si< reﬁ 7 -,f)e therature and the Silver Screen. }
ept

LITERARY CRITICISM AND ANALYSIS

e The Journal of Stevenson Studies has published 13 volumes since 2005. Eac
essays exploring Stevenson’s life and work. You can find all editions on the

e  Buzzwell, G. ‘Man is not truly one, but truly two’: duality in Robert Louis Ste
and Mr Hyde. London, 2014. Available from zzed.uk/9461-buzwell-duality

e Hubbard, Tom. Seeking Mr. Hyde: Studies in Robert Louis Stevenson, Symb
Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 1995.

e Maixner, Paul C., ed. Robert Louis Stevenson: The Critical Heritage. London:
Nabokov, Vladimir. Lectures on Literature. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovan

e  Veeder, William R, and Hirsch, G. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde After One Hundre
Chicago Press, 1988

REVIEWS OF STRANGE CASE OF DR JEKYLL .*:') MR HYDE

® Anon. Review of Strange Case of DrJekyII an ,»,J ‘hoe 'i the Times, 1886.
zzed.uk/9461-times-review T

e Lang, A. Review of The Strnr‘M . . jb'r fekyll and Mr Hyde. London, 188
2zed.uk/9461-lang-ros' A

R j.fThfStrange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. The Gu

\ rankin-article

GENERAL CONTEXT
o  Wilkinson, A N. The Victorians. London: Arrow Books, 2003.

SUGGESTED WEBSITES
e zzed.uk/9461-stevenson-site
e  zzed.uk/9461-victorian-web

GOTHIC LITERATURE

Students may also benefit from studying other classic Gothic literature. Suggesti
elsewhere in this guide) include:

e Anne Bronté&’s The Tenant of Wildfell Hall . Bram Stoker’s Dra
e Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein s i)scar Wilde’s The
WL o -
CINEMATIC INTERPRETATIONS r i s
There have been many film mtefrfma il ‘Mﬂ'Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr H
one of the followmg versi! o »ﬂ «note that this should never be used as a sub
° : e  Rouben Mamoulia

reimagining pr’/imes. In particular, the first two involve the addition of a love in
discussion about the value of adding a female character in this role, as well as w
not to include such a character.

e  Stephen Frears’ Mary Reilly (1996) e James Nesbitt’s Je
e David Wickes’ Jekyll and Hyde (1990)
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P~ R ) N e .
Suggested Answers

CHAPTER-BY-CHAPTER ANALYSIS

CHAPTER 1: STORY OF THE DOOR

Active learning — Mir Utterson’s character

Students may note that although Mr Utterson is harsh
has more good qualities than bad.

It, and doesn’t allow

‘something eminently hu
acts of his life

om his eye... more often and loudly in the

‘He had an approved tolerance for others... Inclined to help rather than to reprove.’
‘It was frequently his fortune to be the last acquaintance and the last good influence i
the lives of downgoing men.’

‘even his friendship seemed to be founded in a similar catholicity of good-nature.’

Active learning — setting

Students may have picked up on the following descriptive language to inform their dra
The street

- ‘The street was small’

- ‘laying out the surplus of their gains in coquetry’

- ‘shop fronts stood along that thoroughfare with an air of invitation, like rows of s
- ‘street shone out in contrast to its dingy neighbourhood’

- ‘freshly painted shutters, well-polished brasses, and general cleanliness’

Mr Hyde’s house
- ‘sinister block of building thrust forward its g o street
- ‘two storeys high; showed no wind
- ‘bore in every feature the ms ¢

‘

- the door, which bo

d and sordid negligence’
or knocker, was blistered and distained’

Active learn!
Teacher’s noi\g
frames as a class.

y be helpful to photograph each group’s freeze-frame so that you

In their depiction, students will hopefully have noted the reactions Hyde causes in othe
In depicting the character of Hyde, they may have noted that he was slightly afraid / co
also that he demonstrates a lack of interest / outright disdain for those around him. Hy
fear and pain.

Discuss — reputation in Victorian society
In general, students may have noted that reputation was of key importance in Victorian
appearance and actions were judged by others. When considering the incident when M
will hopefully have noted the importance placed on avoiding scandal; firstly, Mr Hyde h
as to prevent a scandal that would ‘stink from one end of London to the other’ (p. 7), a
Utterson both fear a scandal involving Jekyll and Hyde. In terms ci ey characters in Ch
- Mr Utterson. Mr Utterson’s profession is import he has a higher s

in an appropriate manner, living within the » polite society. In the v

contrasted with some of the men _liumbers, showing him to be the bett
- Mr Enfield. Initially, iti nfield is a ‘man about town’, which co

- Mr Hyde.™¥dents may have considered setting when thinking about Hyde’s repu
has a less salubrious reputation. The individuals living there are marred by the acti
thinks less of Hyde, before he has even been presented.

- Drlekyll. Itisaccepted by Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield that Dr Jekyll is a good man;
reputation stems in large part from his standing in society; he is wealthy, a man of s
is, therefore, assumed that Mr Hyde must be blackmailing Dr Jekyll, because Hyde w

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Study Guide for GCSE Page 75 of 88

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




CHAPTER 2: SEARCH FOR MR HYDE

Discuss — Dr Jekyll’s Will

Students may have touched upon the following:

- Mr Utterson is afraid that Mr Hyde somehow has power over Dr Jekyll.

- It has already been suggested that Mr Hyde ‘blackmailed’ Dr Jekyll; therefore, Mr
somehow convinced Dr Jekyll to change his will in Hyde's favour.

- The important change in opinion has come as a result of mez*ig Mr Hyde in pers
Hyde’s character, Mr Utterson is sure that there i 4 il happening (touc

- Contrast of character; Mr Hyde is clearly a davit/e r (students may have
such as ‘something displeasing, s ‘ right detestable ) while Dr Jekyll i
elite in society (again, appr eference should be sought; for exampl
celebrated on o do what they call good.’) It is, therefore, to b

Active learnin — Mr Utterson’s determination

Students might have considered:

- Mr Utterson’s genuine friendship with, and care for, Dr Jekyll.
- Mr Utterson’s concerns about the damage to Dr Jekyll’s reputation (within the con
- The automatic dislike for, or mistrust about, Mr Hyde prompting Mr Utterson to a

Active Learning — positive and negative imagery

Examples of negative imagery might include:

- ‘the look of him, even at that distance, was somehow against the watcher’s inclin
is stating that there is something about Hyde which is sensed, or felt, rather than
unpleasantness, or deceitfulness, before a person has even begun to know him.

- ‘shrank back with a hissing intake of breath’ (p. 14). The use of the sibilant ‘shran
nature. Indeed, hissing reminds the reader of a snake, suggesting Hyde is perhaps

- ‘blowing in the key’ {p. 15). Hyde's actions are sharp, and aggressive.

- ‘snarled aloud into a savage laugh’ (p. 15). The verb ‘sna . gain makes us thin
aggressive verb choice. Similarly, the adjecti

- ‘pale and dwarfish’ {p. 15). Therei as afi
he is less than a man, or perh 4

- gave an lmpressaon of dr

’boldness even within Hyde’s character, there is contrast
- ‘something troglodytic’ (p. 16). This interesting adjective choice brings to mind a
but not quite, human. The statement, therefore, is that Hyde fails to be quite hum

Examples of the theme of good vs evil might include:

- ‘hissing intake of breath’ (p. 14). This link to a snake (see above) could also be a b
the Bible is the animal which leads Adam and Eve astray, leading to the downfall o

- ‘That is not fitting language’ (p. 15). Mr Utterson highlights here that Mr Hyde's w
though he does not say so) simply do not fit with the expectations of society, parti
Hyde is about to enter. There is a contrast then between good —the area heis in
— his own actions and language.

- ‘disgust, loathing and fear with which Mr Utterson regarded him’ (pp. 15-16). Th
be trusted; that he is, in essence, good. By default, therefor’ e know that Mr H
when we are told how utterly our ‘good’ charact s afraid of, the ot

- ‘If | ever read Satan’s signature upon a face a clear statement; M
that Mr Utterson has ever seen. Relii v onovellais closely linked with the t

Students’ diar®tries are likely to be varied. Ideally, however, they will have noted M
and touched upon the disgust Mr Hyde elicits from all who meet him. They should also
basic plot at this point (Dr Jekyll’s will, for example, and Mr Utterson’s concerns about
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Essay question

All relevant and insightful analysis should be rewarded, but the following may have bee

- AOQ1: The reaction of others to Mr Hyde (for example, feelings of disgust and loath
Direct contrasts between ‘good’ characters such as Mr Utterson, and the evil char
violence, and animalistic nature of Hyde’s character; Utterson and Enfield’s attem
their feelings about Mr Hyde.

- AQ2: Language used to emphasise the physical differences (fi
use of similes, metaphors and alliteration to emphas

- AO3: The way that Hyde’s rejection of Victorian s; i
in Gothic literature; Links to scientific.t

xample ‘ape-like’,
rson’s intense disl
o noral values makes him

ay, including Darwin’s theo

: = wAS QUITE AT EASE

~ dating profile

All creative re¥ es should be encouraged, as long as they are informed by an under
have noted Lanyon’s medical background, and may have also noted his wealth, position
in a respectable area.

Discuss — creating mystery

In this chapter, students may have picked up on:

- Jekyll’s refusal to stay on (or answer) the topic at hand, essentially trying to distra
- The physical changes in Jekyll, suggesting something darker and more uncanny.

- Jekyll’s assurances that he has the power to make Hyde go away, without any exp

In the wider text, students may have considered:

- The multiple narratives, which create confusion and build suspense.

- The narrative as a mystery novella / compiling of evidence, with twists and turns b

- Themes of concealing and revealing. Secrets happening behind closed doors, or lo

- The setting of Victorian England creating mystery. Architectirs in the novella is al
laboratory hide secrets. 2

Essay question — Mr Utterson

While all valid interpretations she, df answers may include the following:

The por s6n as trustworthy.
The poi Utterson as very likeable/pleasant/caim.
His desir\ elp others, and to do good.

His quest for truth.

- AO2
Language to emphasise how well-liked Mr Utterson is, e.g. ‘liked well’, ‘loved to d
Language to emphasise his calm and pleasant manner, e.g. ‘unobtrusive company
Language to emphasise his desire to help others and do good, e.g. ‘I can get you o
like him’ (p. 19).
The character as central to the plot; his actions drive much of the narrative.

- AO3
Victorian society; where Mr Utterson fits into society as a lawyer and a gentleman
Victorian morality; Mr Utterson lives his life according to accepted social and mor
contrast to the character of Mr Hyde.
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CHAPTER 4: THE CAREW MURDER CASE

Discuss — time lapse

Students should be encouraged to consider how the time lapse develops the air of mys
Hyde has been up to in the last 12 months. They should also look at how considerably
‘trampling’ a girl a year ago, to murdering an innocent man in the present. Thereis an i
increasing, and will, therefore, continue to do so.

Essay question — good and evil
All relevant and insightful analysis should be rewz ! llowing may have bee
- AO1: Contrasts, during the violen ‘ en yde and his innocent victims
violence; the horror, revuls

wStanding of how moral/societal values shape the narrative; Reference
Understanding of how religion shapes the good vs evil narrative.

Other scenes that students may have analysed include the trampling of the girl in
Hyde in Chapter 9, or the various accounts of characters upon meeting Hyde (inclu

Active learning task — ‘flame of anger’

Stevenson’s use of ‘flame of anger’ (p. 20) highlights the intense violence that bursts fr
have analysed the choice of ‘flame’ particularly, and the links between the heat/fire an
The technique used is a metaphor.

Active learning task — newspaper article

Students should have noted the important characteristics of the newspaper article, de

appropriate form and structure. In terms of content, they may have noted:

- Hyde’s character — short, ugly, dark, difficult to describe.

- Sir Danvers’ character — beautiful, good-natured, kind.

- Statement of events, describing the setting (night

- Emphasis on the very violent nature of

- The maid as the sole witness, i
Hyde as evil). '

- The prior 24aack !

streets), the pair mee
ct that it was unprovoked
potentially including her perception

spon a young girl, which was similar in nature. Mr Hy

Discuss — murd weapon
Students should understand that Sir Danvers was murdered by a walking stick. The stic
it was given to Dr Jekyll as a gift by Mr Utterson. The walking stick, therefore, ties Dr Je
(although Mr Utterson does not understand how at this point).
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CHAPTER 5: INCIDENT OF THE LETTER

Active learning task
Answers might include:

Stevenson’s description of Jekyll's
appearance
There is a focus on the strangeness of Jekyll is described as ‘Inciking deadly
the setting, which in itself is very '
important. Dr Jekyll is a very
respectable man, and so to be
spending his time in this svelled. He has not made the
unnerving/unusual proper efforts to make himself look
not himself, : : i respectable.
almost imn The adverb ‘deadly’ creates an added
‘distasteful 9 . sense of doom.

Stevenson’s description of setting

of his home,
elr ooks ill, perhaps

. . th

Jekyll fails to manage the most basic of th

Stevenson uses contrast to suggest societal expectations. ‘He did not rise ox
strangeness, and create a sense of to meet his visitor, but held out a cold Th

foreboding. He contrasts the way the | hand, and bade him come in a
laboratory used to be (full of life) with | changed voice.” His inability to carry

the way it is now (dark and eerie): out the greeting expected shows that
‘once crowded with eager students he is not his ‘normal’ self. To further e
and now laying gaunt and silent’. emphasise this point, Jekyll’s voice is
‘changed’. go
Ut
Je
The description of Jekyll in this extract

Verb choices suggest chaos/messiness.
The tables are ‘laden’ with science

equipment, while the floor is ‘strewn’
with crates and ‘littered’ with str.

contrasts greatly w

Essay question — setting
All relevant answers should be rewarded. If analysing the laboratory, students may hav
first column above. Additional answers, focusing on the wider text, might include:

AO1: Exploration of at least two different settings from within the novella. Considerati
which are ‘good’, such as Mr Utterson or Dr Jekyll’s home, and those which are evil/sini
and characters.

AO2: Stevenson'’s use of juxtaposition to show how dark/sinister a setting is (for examp
home and Mr Hyde’s house / the laboratory, or the contrast between Dr Jekyll’s labora
Exploration of imagery; use of similes, metaphors, pathetic fallacy to create sinister set
— for example, darkness and light — are reflected in the settings. Use of the senses, par
/streetlamps) in descriptions.

A03: Understanding of the social norms, behaviou ions of the time, and
Mr Hyde’s house in its unsavoury neighbe:
reputation, and that some parts

setting is typical of the

1. Utterson does not seem to consider Dr Jekyll's physical appearance at all. He ‘doe
(p. 25), but he assumes it is connected to the doctor’s distress over Hyde and wha
the doctor’s physical distress is a sign of the internal/mental distress that he is hid
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2. When he s told that the message was not delivered by messenger, Utterson decid
laboratory door; possibly, indeed, it had been written in the cabinet’ (p. 26). Whil
the way the letter should be viewed, Utterson is still at this stage assuming that H
that this demonstrates a closeness still between Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, as Mr Hyd
perhaps, still hiding there). At this stage, Utterson has not considered the possibil

note himself.

3. When Mr Guest and Mr Utterson realise that the handwritin the two notes is
step in revealing the full truth (that Dr Jekyll and Mr H; fact, the same pe
connection. Instead, Mr Utterson makes an good friend has

Throughout all three of these example o1 sees what he wants to see, rather

front of him —that Dr Jekyll is & ) 1ing. Throughout the novel, he has such fai

the possibility t In the very first chapter, for example, he and M

that Mr Hyde! wer over Dr Jekyll, but never considers the possibility that the pair
indeed that th&two are in fact one person.

CHAPTER 6: REMARKABLE INCIDENT OF DR LANYON

Discuss — changes

Students should understand that there is an obvious physical change in Dr Lanyon. He
well as appearing terrified. Just by looking at Dr Lanyon, Mr Utterson knows he is close
reading the novella at this stage, they should understand that the changes are a result
transformation. If they haven’t, they might speculate over what could have frightened
In terms of similar examples elsewhere in the novella, students should note the change
demeanour; how withdrawn he becomes at times when he is heavily influenced by Mr
discuss the actual transformation from Jekyll into Hyde.

Active learning — Mr Utterson’s letter
As this is a creative exercise, responses are likely to vary. Student:
and of Mr Utterson’s character. Students should consid
Lanyon have fallen out, but not all the reaso
character, and perhaps his relationship v

Essay question —good =
All relevant '

° AO1: Ex;
the way lekyll splits his ‘bad’ from his good. Consideration of Mr Utterson as the
character, but an understanding that even he is flawed, and feels that he has sinn

e AO2: Understanding of the symbolism behind Hyde’s physical appearance (he is p
that evil was the lesser part of Jekyll’s character / he is ugly, which shows that he i
between the behaviour of Jekyll as a gentleman, and the animalistic nature of Hyd
message of ‘duality of man’, with focus on the internal struggle Jekyll experienced
parts of himself.

e AO3: Understanding of the values of Christianity underpinning Victorian society, a
this. Understanding of Darwin’s theory of evolution, the idea that we are all linke
unsettling to Victorian society.

Active learning — Prose
As this is a creative exercise, responses are likely tciva
of Mr Utterson’s character. The piece sh
refusal to see Mr Utterson (and

ould demonstrate an
« _upon key events: Mr Utterson’s m
ter), Dr Lanyon’s death, and Lanyon’s
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CHAPTER 7: INCIDENT AT THE WINDOW

Active learning — reactions to Mr Hyde

Examples abound, but might include:

- The doctor who witnesses the attack on a young girl — ‘l saw that Sawbones turn s
him’ {p. 7).

- The women who crowded round after the attack — ‘we were keeping the women
as wild as harpies’ (p. 7).

- Mr Enfield — ‘| never saw a man | so disliked, and k ow why’ (p.9).

- Mr Utterson — ‘the hitherto unknown disgust, oz - ear with which Mr Utt

- The maid who witnesses Sir Danv Mr Hyde... for whom she had conc

- Mr Poole — ‘you felt it in vn f cold and thin’ (p. 39).

- Dr Lanyon — 1sturbance caused by his neighbourhood’ (p. 48).

CHAPTER 8> LAST NIGHT

Active learning task — creating supernatural

Students may have included some of the following in their analyses:

- Stevenson uses pathetic fallacy — the weather is ‘wild’ — to create an unnerving at

- He uses a simile — ‘as though the wind had tilted her’ — and very descriptive langu
diaphanous and lawny texture’ —to show the strength of the raging wind.

- The streets, meanwhile, are completely ‘deserted’. The simple use of the adjectiv
streets highlights the disturbing or unnatural feeling of the streets on this occasio
something out of the ordinary is about to happen.

- This is compounded by Mr Utterson’s own thoughts, as ‘there was borne upon his
calamity’ (p. 35). Utterson’s thoughts, like the setting, foreshadow a disaster soon

Discuss - failed detectives
Students might consider the unbelievable nature of the truth (it is, »fter all, supernatur

moral judgement / condemnation in the term, which is in keeping with a very religious
until 1961, and religion condemns suicide as only God should have the power to end lif

Discuss — structure

When considering the final two chapters, students should understand that they serve a
the case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. These chapters explain the events of the novella. By
different characters, Stevenson legitimises the story; had there been only Jekyll's accou
not have trusted him. By allowing Dr Jekyll to provide the final revelations, Stevenson s
explains not just that he is Hyde, but his reasons for wanting to separate the two sides
his regrets and his reasons for now wanting to end his life. He gives the events a perso
could have done.

CHAPTER 9: DR LANYON’S NARRAT

Discuss ~ the supernatural
Students should note that r Hyde’s strangeness lies in the inability of o
the characterc e ¢ : t hegatively to Hyde, but none of them can quite put t
features of t _articularly the Gothic settings, also contribute to the presentati
depiction of {5 Wion streets, at night and in fog, light and shadows, add an air of my
Mr Hyde to lurk. The contrast between true science, and Dr Jekyll’s pursuits (as best e
Jekyll and Dr Lanyon) also serve to heighten the sense of the supernatural. The reader
whatever Jekyll is doing would not be approved of by rational scientists.
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Discuss — the transformation
The transformation horrifies Lanyon, and causes him to become gravely ill. Eventually,
actually kills him. The transformation is particularly horrific for Lanyon because it shak
Everything he understood to be true is wrong. His understanding of science, and the b
disrupted.

It should also be noted that the transformation horrifies Lanyon berause it means that
the brutal murder of another friend, Sir Danvers Carew

Active learning — alternative ending

This is very much open to interp { the main considerations should be wh
confronted Dr Jekyll, and, i ; d have done so {(would he, for example, ha
to him? Wouls the police? Would he have done nothing at all?). Stud

ending base! ‘ erstanding of Mr Utterson’s character.

Essay question — control and choice

All relevant answers should be rewarded, but might include:
AO1: Exploration of Dr Jekyll’s repression, and subsequent transformation, with a focus
himself. A consideration of whether Dr Jekyll ever really had a choice (whether the res
exploration of the gradual loss of control he experienced as Mr Hyde grew stronger.

AO2: Language to emphasise Jekyll’s struggle or suffering (for example, ‘disconsolate p
internal struggle Jekyll felt between good and evil (for example, war imagery: ‘tow natu
understanding of the theme of ‘duality of man’ and exploration of how this is presente

AO03: An understanding of how societal expectations and values led to repression, and
individual’s choices.

This task is entirely subjective, and is intend
might include: Jekyll’'s confessions

justify his behaviour and actions. They should look at whether they believe that Jekyll a
people, or both different versions of the same person; if they are both one person, how
entirely blameless?

Active learning task — duality
Quotations and analysis on the ‘duality of man’ can be found under the relevant headin
of the guide.
Extension task — this should be structured appropriately as a short essay-style response
‘duality of man’ in the novella. Responses should include consideration of the relations
how this is portrayed, as well as the wider message that there is good and evil inside of
have touched upon some of the relevant contextual information; for example, the pres
society, or the religious influence.

Active learning task — police statement

In their statements, students should think a
one, from a beautiful man to a hi
reaction onlookers have ta

aspects of the transforma
; d one) and the change in personality.
»athing/fear, without fully understanding w

Tt

Either answe /{3y be accepted, as long as it is justified. If students believe it was Hy
afraid of being caught by the police, or that he had grown to hate Jekyll as Jekyll hated
they might view the act as one final act of bravery, or a taking back of control in the onl
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WHOLE-TEXT ANALYSIS

CHARACTERISATION

Active learning — speed dating

Students should have a thorough understanding of the characters having read the text i
recapping, and checking their understanding. Encourage students to stay in character, s
tested. For detailed information on each of the characters, see the analysis immediately

Essay question — reliable narrators

All relevant answers should be rewarde

e  AO1I: Understanding of Utterss
Utterson’s character.

n, and how this marks him as someone
His dislike of the frivolous, and his determination
Jioration of Utterson’s generosity of spirit, and lack of judg
.guod qualities to possess, it might make him in some ways a bad ju
ed motives, and his failure to detect the truth because of his care fo

e AOQ2: Exploration of Mr Utterson’s rational language, both internally and as dialogu
choices to describe Utterson’s character. An understanding of how the plot is stru
Mr Utterson on his journey of discovery.

e AO3: An understanding of how Mr Utterson’s profession (the law) would have mar
Utterson would have had a good reputation, and reputation was very important in

Active learning task — Facebook profiles
Students should think about what their characters look like, and how they dress. They s
their unique characteristics (Mr Utterson is more reserved and dignified, while Mr Enfiel

Discuss - Jekyll and Hyde; one or two?

If arguing that the characters are two separate people, students mlght consider their co
widely different physical appearances and the different re y evoke in those w
(Hyde causes people to feel disgust without them eve whv’, while Dr Jekyll is a
different parts of the house in which they li s the laboratory, while Jekyl
considering them to be two sndes of , students might note that the two
time, that they occupy pa me, and that they act as two sides of one co

the way that friends rely upon one another for help, or are deter
Utterson is desperate to support Dr Jekyll (doing so blindly, and without thinking at time
assistance, Mr Utterson confides in Mr Guest. The friendship between Mr Utterson and
Utterson’s concern for his friend that drives the action of the plot forwards (he would n
friendship with Dr Jekyll). The friendship which used to exist between Dr Jekyll and Dr L
Dr Jekyll’s revelation and Dr Lanyon’s death — a peak in the dramatic tension.

Active learning — protagonists
Key characteristics of protagonists include: being the leading character (the character ar
experiences change; possesses a (relatable) character flaw; is courageous/strong; has lik
Students might argue that in many ways, Dr Jekyll does not fit these characteristics. Oft
Utterson’s journey of discovery, rather than on Dr Jekyll himself. He is in many ways qui
temptations/desires, and is in the end weaker than Mr Hyde). However he experiences
plot, insomuch as whatever Mr Utterson is doing he is onl use of Dr Jekyll. A
a life completely without sin —is inherently relatable

Discuss ~ weakness
When considering whethe ok, students should look at how long he strugg
before finally rlﬂ ain; eparate them. They should consider the internal ¢
before, and

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Study Guide for GCSE Page 83 of 88

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




Essay question — victim or villain?

All relevant answers should be rewarded, but might include:

e AO1: An understanding of Mr Hyde’s crimes (the trampling of the young girl, the
other crimes which are not explicitly described). A consideration of the choice Dr
selves, and a conscious decision, when he knew the effects of the potion, to conti
a prisoner in his home, and his account explaining his attempts to resist the powe
Jekyll was, at least at first, seeking his own pleasure with little regard for the impa

e  AQ2: Specific language used to portray Jekyll as a
use of epistolary form, with Dr Jekyll’s stat
him a voice, and evoking sympathy i
experienced by Jekyll.

f chapter to provide his
“rhe language used to show the

e  AO03: Understand morality; the importance placed on reputations a

Discuss — mi!
Of course, thi ary depending on the character chosen. Students’ understanding s
event in the novella which would not occur without the character in question:

- Sir Danvers was Hyde’s first (that we know of) murder victim. His death sparked r
particularly, because of his connection to Mr Utterson. Had Sir Danvers not died,
forget about Mr Hyde and the unfortunate events of a year before.

- Mr Poole begged Mr Utterson for help on the day of Hyde/Jekyll’s death, bringing
Had he not done so, Mr Utterson would not have been involved in Hyde/Jekylls fi

- Mr Enfield provides Mr Utterson with the story that sparks his intrigue initially. R
possession of Dr Jekyll’s will, and yet this alone had not led him to investigate furt
that Mr Utterson would never have become involved with the strange case.

- Mr Guest is Mr Utterson’s trusted friend and confidant, and as such was able to fi
link between Dr Jekyll’s handwriting and Mr Hyde’s. However, Mr Utterson still re
properly, preferring instead to lock the letter away.

Discuss — absent women
Women in Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde are few and
The first is Mr Hyde’s first victim, a young girl trampleciy

primarily passive victim, only receiving reco

Active learning — drawing
The nature of this task means that there is a huge variety of possible responses. Stude
how Stevenson portrays the character, including their physical appearance (particularly
particularly important) and their character traits, attitudes and beliefs. Evidence from t
students’ interpretations. Some quotations can be found in the relevant sections for ea
starting point.

KEY RELATIONSHIPS

Discuss — Jekyll and Utterson
Students should understand that it is Mr Utterson’s friendship with Dr Jekyll which mak
investigate Mr Hyde. They should also note, however, that the same friendship preven
some of the evidence before him, and, therefore, slows down the““n rative, delaying th

Essay question — supporting and challenging
All relevant answers should be rewarded, bu

AO2: The"lnguage of confrontation between Dr Lanyon and Dr Jekyll. The langua
many of his friends. The use of letters to build on the relationships between chara

e AO3: Understanding of the obsession with reputation, and how this was adhered
How this adherence, or lack thereof, impacted relationships between characters.
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SETTINGS

Essay question — mystery and suspense

All relevant answers should be rewarded, but might include:

e AO1: Exploration of contrasting settings — places which are ‘good’, such as Mr Utt
which are evil/sinister. Connections between settings and characters. Understan
the streets of London adds to the suspense, creating a mysterious home for a mys

reputation, and that some parts of the city had good/bad reputations. Understan
how setting is typical of the genre. Understanding the importance of the Gothic g
example, the dark streets, with wild weather) conform to generic norms.

Active learning task — Dr Jekyll’s laboratory

When annotating the extract, students may have noted the following quotations:

- ‘laying out the surplus of their gains in coquetry; so that the shop fronts stood alo
invitation, like rows of smiling saleswomen’ — this metaphor is implicitly suggestiv
been much more prominent in the nineteenth century. This early suggestion of so
and desires of Mr Hyde.

- ‘certain sinister block of building thrust forward its gable on the street’ — the pers
seem aggressive, mirroring the violent individual who lives inside.

- ‘showed no window’ — the lack of windows in the building both prevents anyone fi
cannot see what is happening inside Dr Jekyll) and prevents thase inside from bei
ways, imprisoned). i

- ‘blind forehead of discoloured wall’ — the bui
attempted to ignore Mr Hyde.

- ‘bore in every feature, the me

‘door, whlch was equi

of this dobr, and even they do not treat it with any care or affection.

Discuss — sinister settings
At various stages in the novel, the streets of London, where Mr Hyde commits acts of vi
themselves. When Mr Hyde murders Sir Danvers, the pair are alone on the streets at n
between the street lights and the darkness to create an air of mystery and a feeling of s
out of the house by Poole, they again run through the streets at night. The wild weath
drama.

THEMES

Active learning — quotations
Key quotations for each theme can be found in the se

Discuss — Dr Jekyll
Students might note that it
nature, his darker desu,

This task is entirely subjective, but hopefully students will have considered the lack of ¢
Utterson, his gentle nature and his friendships with those who others have abandoned.
against his consideration that he, too, has done wrong in his life.
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Discuss — omissions
By not directly describing Mr Hyde’s crimes, Stevenson is also suggesting that whatever
set down. Stevenson is leaving the worst details to his readers’ imagination. For many,
what Stevenson could write down (and still have his novella read by the general popula
We might interpret the lack of account from Mr Hyde as evidence of his less than huma
were both given an account, but Mr Hyde is denied a voice. By giving Jekyll a voice ove
the good side of Jekyll still has more power than the evil side.
In terms of whether these omissions make the stories stror

aker, it depends a
_» details to emphasise
unable to include them because of the exre eaders / wider society.

There is plenty caa ivity in this exercise, as long as students understand th
his escalatin ; owing control and his hatred of Dr Jekyll).

Essay question— secrets and the unknown

All relevant answers should be rewarded, but might include:

D) AO1: Exploration of the theme of silence, and understanding of how, when and w
silence links to the character of Mr Hyde — the inability characters have to adequa
sense of mystery.

e AO02: Understanding of how the structure of the narrative — including the slow rel
adds to the suspense of the novella. Analysis of the language of silence in the nov
secrets, with particular attention to dialogue (characters encouraging one anothe

. AO3: The importance of Victorian reputation, and how this ties in to secrets.

Active learning — repression

Students may have noted the following examples of repression:

- Mr Utterson’s austerity; the way he carefully limits his exces<es, and forces himse

- MrUtterson and Mr Enfield’s desire to avoid gossir /

- Mr Utterson’s inability to understand the tru
notes from Jekyll and Hyde, and locki

- Dr Jekyll's repression of hts o

- Dr Jekyll hudmg his d!

All relevant answers should be rewarded, but might include:

e AO1: Understanding that Dr Jekyll’s years of repression, and inability to keep repr
novella. Exploration of the upper classes in Victorian society, and how the careers
characters (Dr Jekyll, Mr Utterson) fuel their repression. Understanding that Mr H
years of repression.

e AO02: Analysis of the language of conflict in Dr Jekyll’s testimony (the conflict betw
expectations). Comparison of Dr Jekyll's behaviour, language and actions as a gen
Mr Hyde.

) AO3: Understanding of expectations and reputations in Victorian society. Underst

Active learning — Cain and Abel
In summary, Cain and Abel are the sons of Adam and Eve . iealousy, Cain mur

o

concept of th\gg
magical change.

ormation more believable, because there is a supposedly ‘scientifi

Discuss — the most important theme
All answers should be accepted for this topic, but students should be encouraged to ha
based on their reading of the text.
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IDEAS AND MESSAGES

Essay question — duality of man

All relevant answers should be rewarded, but might include:

e AO1: Exploration of the two sides of Dr Jekyll's nature; the division of the two side
inability to fully control the transformations. Examples, through other characters
allmen have dual personalities (for example, Mr Enfield, who is for the most part
towr’, or Mr Utterson, who fears the sins he may have comraiited in the past).

¢ (the conflict betw
nguage and actions as a gen
5, 'and how these settings are represent

e AO2: Analysis of the language of conflict in Dr_lek 11"
expectations). Comparison of DrJekvil
Mr Hyde. Analysis of the duali

e  AO03: Undegtans ons and reputations in Victorian society, and how
two se i ance of Darwin’s theory of evolution, and the general publ
that we a more animal nature.

WRITER’S USE OF LANGUAGE

Active learning — mystery and intrigue
Students should draw upon the analyses provided, thinking about how the setting of Je
two characters, creating an unsettling atmosphere that the reader does not fully under
importance of both doors and letters, as potentially either concealing or revealing secr

Discuss — find the simile
Hyde is described here as ‘carrying on... like a madman’. The simile tells the reader, in
is like a man who is insane, or possessed. Stevenson is making Hyde seem ever more te

FORM

Discuss - lan McEwan
This is an entirely subjective question, and all responses shoul
language of McEwan’s critique focusing; for example, ¢
and avoids ‘rambling or preaching’.

Active learning — Gothic ficti

S a focus on the flaws and evil within human nature. The tragic ending
also quite typical of Gothic fiction.

- Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde is different from typical Gothic fiction in tha
lacks a romantic storyline, which so many Gothic novels feature.

Discuss — narrative point of view

Mr Utterson would have struck most nineteenth-century readers as being respectable
particular, makes this the case. He is sensible and rational, yet kind and caring. By telli
perspective, Stevenson leads his readers to believe in Mr Utterson’s abilities, and accep
leads to greater surprise at the end of the novella, when the truth about Dr Jekyll is dis

STRUCTURE
Active learning — letters

Students may have answered the following:
- Who writes letters, and how is this im
because it is the first link b
truth. Dr Jekyll S|

writes his will, which he e
\ ‘Hyde, and the reason Mr Utterson b
que which Hyde produceS' this is important b

(=3 3
’l‘lg%‘ S ls’*“lmportant because when Dr Jekyll glves it to Mr Utterson, Mr
perscn after his death, causing the pohce to alert Mr Utterson to the murder. Dr
Mr Utterson; these in their entirety form the final two chapters of the novella, an
explanations.
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- How is characterisation enhanced through the use of letters? Characters tend to
themselves, in their letters. This is most notable in the final letter from Dr Jekyll,
personality, his darkest secrets and his deepest desires to his friend.

- Why is communication through letters different to dialogue?

Characters seem to have less fear when writing, and are willing to share things tha
Inhibitions are lowered when writing letters.

- What do Stevenson’s characters reveal, and keep secret wh
While generally characters reveal their secrets in lst re are also secrets in t
as his beneficiary, thereby legitimising hi . St his own right and denyi
himself. Dr Lanyon wrote the full
deepest layers of the
in his atterz

CONTEXT
Discuss — paraile!s between Stevenson’s life and the novella

Students might have noticed Stevenson’s disregard for the rules of society, his interest
(brothels and drinking establishments) and his disregard for religion. Stevenson’s life, b
immoral too.

Active learning — Stevenson’s life and work
Students should have utilised a range of sources to gain a thorough understanding of St
should have identified pertinent details which help them to understand the context in
of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde; for example, his ill health, his family and personal relationship
beliefs.

Active learning — students’ review
Again, all responses should be encouraged (whether positive or negative} as long as the
using evidence or critique of the text.

Discuss ~ reception in the nineteenth centu
Students should consider the interest ir,
operas, or scripted reality televisis

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hvde 2!

00 subjects —in the same wa
trigue in lives lived in ways that we mig
ny of the fears of the day —issues around Darw
ould be interested to consider in greater detail.

le,

. . N .
Active learnin®= Victorian fears

Students’ responses should be well structured, detailing several different ‘fears’ which

These might include:

- Urban crime; Stevenson presents poverty, prostitution, homelessness and violenc

- Links to the apes; Stevenson’s presentation of Mr Hyde as animalistic links to Dar
that all men are descended from animals.

- The threat of scientific advancement; Hyde’s horrific appearance and actions warn

- The risk of repressing your true self; Dr Jekyll was a product of his time. He repres
were not appropriate to a gentleman of his station, and the result was tragedy.

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Study Guide for GCSE Page 88 of 88

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




