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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been created for teachers who have chosen to study Great Expectations as a set text for the new GCSE
English Literature specifications from 2015. The guide is generic, but the novel is a set text on the AQA, OCR and Edexcel
specifications. It has been designed to help students of varying levels to develop an understanding of Charles Dickens’ Great
Expectations. It aims to engage students and help them to deepen their knowledge of this universally appreciated text.

The resource begins by introducing students to the social, cultural and literary contexts of the novel. This should allow
students access to the period when Dickens was writing and help them to see where certain themes, characters and settings
have developed from.

The guide also provides a plot overview, brief character summaries, detailed analysis of major characters, a mind map and
analysis of the relationships between characters in the novel, detailed analysis of significant settings in the novel and detailed
chapter analyses. Each chapter analysis provides a ‘mini vocabulary guide’ to help with colloquial or archaic words or phrases
and a ‘key words explained’ box that explains literary terms that have been used, and students should be encouraged to
utilise these. Furthermore, each chapter includes a variety of activities: discussion prompts, active learning tasks, extract
focus work and essay questions.

As well as looking at the plot, actions and characters, it is important to look at the language (including devices such as
Dickens’ use of symbolism and motifs), form and structure of the novel. This resource provides students with the chance to
do this by exploring each of these crucial areas in detail, including activities in each section. Some of these activities include
‘writing like Dickens’ where pupils have the opportunity to do some creative writing showing that they comprehend his style,
and further activities for pupils who are more able, such as sections on Dickens’ use of pathetic fallacy and satire, which
should encourage interpretation and allow pupils to engage on a higher level.

After the detailed chapter analysis and sections on language, form and structure, the study guide investigates Dickens’
themes, ideas and messages. There also are suggestions for further reading and websites for further research. This resource
can be used as a revision guide and in class throughout the year as there are various tasks that run throughout.

The edition referred to throughout this guide is the 2003 Penguin Classics edition. This edition includes an introduction, a
chronology of Dickens’ life, further reading, notes on the text and a map of Kent, as well as the original ending and Dickens’

working notes.

January 2016

Remember!

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other English resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Specification Information

Section of guide

Contexts

Plot Overview; Brief Character Summaries; Key Relationships; Volume
Recaps

Analysis of Major Characters; Analysis of Key Settings; Detailed
Chapter Analyses; Dickens’s use of Language; Form; Structure

Themes; Ideas and Messages

Glossary of Key Terms

Key for using this resource

ussion Prompt
This box provides o fopic or question
L to provoke student discussion

This box signifies a
definition of coga

& Vocabulary Guide

This box provides guidance on
archaic and colloquial words,
and will help determine their
meaning and/or find a modern
equivalent.

Did you know? This
box contains useful
extra information
relating to the text.
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% Plot Overview

i

The plot begins with Pip, our young protagonist, living with his older sister ‘Mrs } e \\\\
in Kent. One evening Pip, visiting the graves of his parents and brothers, is star \\\\\\\
Magwitch, who orders Pip to bring him food and a blacksmith’s file with which \\ \\\\\
Pip obeys. Magwitch fights another convict and is recaptured. He protects Pip by \\ &
himself. \\\\\\\\\
After this, Pip’s life returns to normal. One day Pip’s Uncle §\\\\\\§\§
Pumblechook takes him to visit the rich old spinster Miss / 5 oy,

. Plot — the story: \
Havisham at her home, Satis House. She wears a

The plot is a

/////f%
-

dress and has all the clocks in the darkened ;
20 minutes to nine. Miss Havishar play cards
with her adopted daughter: eautiful Estella.
Estella is cold gas p is fascinated by her and
aspires to '%f , tleman so as to be worthy of her. Pip
¥ s retly hoping that one day Miss Havisham

%

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

\\\\\\

B

//y
//7//

visits regulaX;

might help him become a gentleman. However, Miss \\\\\\\\
\\\

Havisham eventually decides to help Pip become a \\\

blacksmith, apprenticed to his brother-in-law, Joe. Pip is
upset and disappointed. \\\\\\\

One night Pip returns home to discover his sister, Mrs Joe, has been attacked. Si‘
Pip’s childhood friend, Biddy, moves in to the Gargery household to look after he:
blacksmith, Orlick, is the attacker from certain signals that Mrs Joe makes. 5

A,
K™

%
%
¥

////
L

i

\\\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

Out of the blue one day, Mr Jaggers, a lawyer from London, arrives with the ne
has given Pip a large sum of money and he must leave for London immediately té:
Pip assumes his benefactor must be Miss Havisham. In London, Pip moves into a
he recognises as a boy he once fought at Satis House. However, they quickly be
education and meets the arrogant and wealthy Bentley Drummle. He also befri
clerk. Pip behaves poorly in society, disregards his family and old friends (partic
saved when, at 21, he receives a lump sum of money and the promise of a large
letter notifying him that his sister, Mrs Joe, has died. He returns home for the fut

Two years later, on a stormy night a stranger calls at Pip’s lodgings. It is MagwitcEg
benefactor. After earning a fortune in Australia, he gave Pip the money out of gr;
him of his own child whom he believes is dead. Pip is disgusted and ashamed as
criminality. However, he feels hound to help Magwitch, who, s still on the run, eg

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Meanwhile, Pip discovers that Miss Havishaug at the altar by Compeysé
at the start) and that Estellais Ma ter. To avenge her own broke
Estella to be cold, and b we4rts. Pip also finds out that Estella is goin
He visits Satic cau ss Havisham before helping Magwitch escape. S
realising th '3};‘3 both him and Estella. Pip forgives her. She leans too
accidentally \ge##s her dress. Pip tries to save her but she eventually dies from

ig

Shortly before the escape attempt Pip is confronted by Orlick who had previou
Joe. He attempts to kill Pip but Pip is rescued by Herbert and a group of friends

0g

Education

Pip, with Herbert, tries to help Magwitch escape the country. However Compe
Magwitch is taken to jail. Pip has now bonded with Magwitch and tries hard to
sentenced to death but dies in prison before his execution. His death means Pi
goes to London to care for him. When he recovers, Pip returns home after Joe,

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 3 of 88



However, he arrives during Joe and Biddy’s wedding day and is thankful that he
for Biddy.

Pip decides to leave the country and join Herbert, who marries his long-term lo

i
them and gradually pays off his debt working for the company he financially he ® %\\\\\
Herbert) set up. It is 11 years before Pip returns to England to visit Joe and Bidd . —
of their own and one is named after Pip. Pip feels he must make one last visit t §\~§\\\§
encounters Estella. Her husband, Drummle, has since died and he finds she has S &
kind. The couple, reunited, leave the garden hand in hand with Pip believing th \‘\\\\Q\\%

\\\\\\\\

\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

e
\\\\\\\\

s

\\%

= -

from a friend, cha
mitended. The original col
Untry doctor after the death o
py that she has grown into a diffe
aat her suffering had ‘given her a heart to unde

Did you know? This is not the original ending. Dickeris
It is a relatively happy one as opposed to 'rhe ol
the streefs of London, He learns that she

//////f%
B

3

B

//i'

x\\\\\\\\x
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Detailed Chapter Am:tlysesi

ofe

Each chapter has been summarised to help with your
understanding of the text. As Great Expectations was serial form in the Vict
written in 1860 there are many archaic and colloquial which was actually fo
words. The ‘Vocabulary Guide’ will help determine their himself! It was a wee
meaning and/or find a modern equivalent for you. would receive the no

Did you know? Grea

Volume One:

Chapter 1

Analysis -
The opening scene of any novel is incredibly important. The author must use th|c
opportunity to introduce important characters, set the scene and begin the actic:
the book is narrated in the first person, Dickens must make Pip’s voice believabl
must also make sure he simultaneously puts across all the important elements
novel. This includes plot, characterisation, action, and themes.

The narrator is an older Pip who is looking back at past events in his life. This me
the events are focalised through the eyes of the younger Pip. This is most notab
when Pip is a young boy, as the narrator makes comical and judgmental comme
his actions. An example is when he comments on his own immaturity at the time_
reaching the ‘childish conclusion that my mother was freckled and sickly’. -

Dickens successfully uses Pip’s voice to.:
innocence. His naivety and immaturity:
he makes of hi “nts which are ‘unr¥

Discussion Prompt

Reread Pip’s first encounter wn‘h
the convict, What are your first
impressians of himé

Pip’s youth and innocence is p
Simultaneo
5 ndscape (’The dark fiat Focalised m:
 tie churchyard, intersected with dykes and focus. In lite
mounds anaW®es with scattered cattle feeding on it, was the
marshes; and that the low leaden line beyond was the river; and
that the distant savage lair from which the wind was rushing, Juxtapositi

was the sea; and that the small bundle of shivers growing afraid \ especially in
of it all and beginning to cry, was Pip.’). B

concentratec

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 5 of 88
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The terrifying convict frightens little Pip and not just because he is so much
bigger than him. Dickens presents him as a ‘terrible’ and ‘fearful’ figure who
threatens Pip. He belongs to a criminal underclass and his lower-class status

. . P N
is shown through his speech and grammar: ‘That young man has a secret way

i
pecooliar to himself, of getting at a boy, and at his heart, and at his liver. It is ® %\\\\\
in wain for a boy to attempt to hide himself from that young man.” Dickens E -
spells the words phonetically so the reader has an idea of how they are § Q\\\\
pronounced. @\\\\i

R

Towards the end
: ot §N§@x
Vocabulary Guide leaves, Pip sees RS

with some chain
®held a pirate. Th

latter, as if he w
come down, and
again’. This may
eventual fate. It

Who d’ye live with? — Who do you live withe

Wittles — the way the convict pronounces vncfua|= .
fashioned word for food

Old Battery —an old fort
Pecooliar — peculiar

\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

oy,

//////f%
a4

B

. A
/ personheis—a \§
\\\\\\“\
S
e e e e \
Exam extract focus t -
Looking at the extract below, how do the bold words create tension "
. . . 0
opinion of the escaped convict? \\\\\\\\\

The marshes were just a long black horizontal line then, as I stopped to look after him; a
horizontal line, not nearly so broad nor yet so black, and the sky was just a row of long
black lines intermixed. On the edge of the river I could faintly make out the only two b

seemed to be standing upright; one of these was the beacon by which the sailors steered—li

an ugly thing when you were near it; the other a gibbet, with some chains hanging to it w &\\\\\\\\s
man was limping on towards this latter, as if he were the pirate come to life, and c. \\\\

Kk\

x\\\\\\

hook himself up again. It gave me a terrible turn when I thought so; and as [ saw the
after him, I wondered whether they thought so too. I looked all round for the horrible young:
him. But now I was frightened again, and ran home without stopping.
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Chapter 2

i

g

\
\.‘\\\\

-

\\\\\\\

\\\\\‘\
\\\\\

s

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

\\\\\

ny
i

Analysis
This is the first time we are introduced to
members of Pip’s family. Pip ev;denﬂ«
sister and describes every a :
stiff: her looks, her dsa: ¢tions. On the
other hand gy |

5 ocabulary G
By hand — this relates o
rather than breast-fed &
Larceny — theft; the unla
Betwixt — between

///

K
i

B

//i'

Bolting his food — eatin
\Hulks — the prison ships

/ff///

watery blue eyes" reflecting the sweet- tempered
and good nature of his personality.

&
. Dickens presents Pip as innately

terrified and feels incredibly guil
the convict. His kind-heartedness:
points. However, the extent of h
everything reminds him of the t
fugitive out on the marshes with

Active Learning Task
Joe is described as a ‘mild, good-natured,
sweet-tempered, easy-going, foolish, dear
fellow’ whereas Mrs Joe is described as
having ‘a hard and heavy hand’. Make a list
of examples in the action of how Dickens

A,
B g

%
/

shows this nature of their personalities. young man, the file, the food, an &\\\\\\\\s
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, to commit a larceny on those sh \\\\

in the avenging coals.’). Dickens
enhance Pip’s feelings of guilt. B
attributes, he makes it seem as ti
watched (‘l got up and went dow:
way, and every crack in every bo
and “Get up, Mrs Joe!”’).

i

x\\\\\\

Discussion Prompt Mo
Reread from ‘I was never allowed a :
candle to light me to bed’. How does
Dickens portray Pip’s guilte

Essay Question ;
How cloes Dickens make use of the older narrator for the purpay

- -
B
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Chapter 3

i

g

®\\\

-

aF \\\\
L \
X\\\\\\\

\\\\w\
.

\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

/,/{f

s

Analysis
Dickens cantinues his use of pathetic
emphasise the extent of Pip’
symbolises a number ‘

//////f%
B

his chapter to further

uses the weather as a motif that
; nifies Pip’s emotions as well as foreshado
51 ared the weather is damp and icy, reflecting his

3

B

chapter Pig, Q\\\\\\\\\\ \\
.
weather to e E dramiatic and tense atmosphere {"On every rail and gate, w \\\\\\Q\\

was so thick, That the wooden finger on the paost directing people to our village

s
accepted, for they never came there—was invisible to me until | was quite clos S
it, while it dripped, it seemed to my oppressed conscience like a phantom devo \\\
emphasises how terrified the young Pip is, out on the misty marshes alone.
Vocabulary Guide iy,
S5
Rimy — coated with ice \\i\\: \\\
Cravat — a type of scarf usually worn by men \\\\\\\%\
Larks — laughs, fun . Y
A —af ith alt ti i hiveri d ti i
gue — a fever with alternating symptoms of shivering and sweating \\\\\

Rheumatic — a disorder that affects the joints
Gallows — where people are hanged /

Kk\

x\\\\\\
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Chapter 4

Analysis
In contrast to Pip’s desire for moral i improver
the beginning of the novel and the @
Dickens shows that Mrs Joe

srovement ("But |

TEtUFHEd MT Contumaciously —

Omnipotent — an u
Musket — a type o

interrupted; "t mean enjoying h;mseh‘ with his elders
and betters, and improving himself with their
conversation, and rolling in the lap of luxury. Would he
have been doing that? No, he wouldn't.”””). Mrs Joe’s

D
preference to stay at home and prepare for the Wi
festivities, rather than attend church, emphasises that o
she is more concerned with appearances and social hi

standing than religion and morality.

Dickens continues to make use of
here. The older Pip continues to ¢
younger self’s naive and immatur
must have aggravated one anothe

Active Learning Task

Write a brief account of events at
Christmas dinner from the perspective of
one of the following characters: Mrs Joe,
Pumblechook, Mr Wopsle or Joe. Think
about how they would view events at
dinner, particularly the way Pip behaves
during the meal.

consequence. Anyhow, Mr Wopsl|

pull it until he howled.”).

Perhaps, they became the restless g

during the recital of my misdemear:

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 9 of 88
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Chapter 5

Analysis

Once again Pip’s compassionate nature is shown as he is greatly Active L

concerned for the convict. He refers to the convict using tt Unbekno
possessive ‘my’ {(‘My convict looked round him for th , appeara
and saw me’). This evokes affection, atbheir i partner f
towards him and shows us that Pin 5 _Latdwith the convict. ((i(z[:; T:I;}
This is furthered by his eag e convict to know that heis | o g how

not responsiblaen ice to him {'l locked at him mood an

eagerly wh 1@;, at me, and stightly moved my hands and
shook my hiXy 1 ad been waiting for him to see me, that | might try to assure
tentative look the convict gives in reply shows the loyalty and admiration he con:
foreshadowing what is to come.

In the first chapter the convict see
portrayed as terrifying; however w:

& Vocabulary Guide

Asunder — apart from each other of him when he lies to save Pip an
words.

Parley — a discussion between enemies

Chapter 6

Analysis
Dickens continues to make use of the older narrator’s perspective,

using elaborate metaphors that stand out as unlikely to be the way a
young boy would think. For example he wr‘ites for Mr Wop

W5 Dickens established the relationship between Pip ]
and Joe here? \

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 10 of 88
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Chapter 7

Analysis
This is one of the mostimportant chapters and ;t lea ine-of the
most pivotal chapters in the novel. it is the firs '
going to see Miss Havisham, a major.
point he had only the com
backgrounds and hP
blacksmith 1
is about to g reatly changes him forever. Our first indication that
Miss Havisham is of a much higher social status comes from the fact that
Pip has heard of her and the way he refers to her (‘| had heard of Miss
Havisham up town—everybody for miles round had heard of Miss

Havisham up town’). ‘Up town’ houses are usually associated with bigger,

more expensive houses for the upper classes.

& Vocabulary Guide

Catechism — a series of questions and answers commonly taught to children to educateé

of England

Mark Anthony’s Oration — a reference to a speech in Shakespeare’s play Julius Caes o

Purblind — partially blind
Epistle — A letter

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 11 of 88
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Chapter 8

Analysis

This chapter is possibly one of the most pivotal as Pip is exposed to a
class different from his own. It proves to be an important learning curve
though not necessarily for the best.

Description in this chapter is crucial t
Miss Havisham’s appearance and he
personality. Pip observes ‘that every
to be white, had been white long ago
faded and yellow. | saw that the brid
withered like the dress, and like the f
left but the brightness of her sunken
been put upon the rounded figure of
figure upon which it now hung loose,
This quotation shows that while she
bride, she is now old, and faded. The
especially the description of her ‘sunks
These images imply that though Miss:}
herself died when she was jilted at th

that are to
misery and &

The rank, def:"éi}ing gardenis a metaphor for Miss Hawsham s hfe. The
hanging body that Pip sees in the brewery symbolises the hurt Miss
Havisham feels. She has literally stopped time and is dead inside.

Estella is the young girl for whom Pip harbours affection throughout the rest of
his life. His first impression of her is that she is ‘very pretty and seemed very
proud’. From her he learns the differences between class and ideas of superiori
and inferiority that he had not experienced with people of his own age. We see

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 12 of 88
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the differences between them when Dickens writes ‘He calls the knaves, Jacks, t
before our game was out. ‘And what coarse hands he has. And what thick boots
‘a common labouring boy’ and Pip doesn’t reproach her because he is ashamed
Estella’s snobbery is further shown in the way she speaks about Satis House: ““E
curious name, miss.” “Yes,” she replied; “but it meant more than it said. It mean
whoever had this house, could want nothing else. They must have been easily s&
think.”” Here we see that Estella feels she is better than Satis House and would d
profound effect on Pip, causing him to see himself and his life differently (‘They
they troubled me now, as vulgar appendages.’). She becomes a symbol to him oi
he aspires to.

s Pip in the way
roam and look abou
Fards him, she speaks to, an
dabouring boy' is also telling: ‘1 thou
“Well? You can break his

We get aur first hints of the attitude Miss Havisham has 17
take him down. Let him have something to eat, ang
Although Pip interprets her actions asb :

response when Estelia calls him
answer — only :t seeme

that it doesn’t matter if he has his heart brokei because he is only a
‘common labouring boy’. Either way, this response is our first hint of
the fact that Miss Havisham is using Estella to hurt men as revenge
for what happened to her.

Exam extract focus
} There is a semantic field of death and burial that runs throughout C
" can you find2 What do they tell us about the nature of Miss Havisha
words that contribute to the semantic field in bold.

It was then I began to understand that everything in the room had stopped, like the
I noticed that Miss Havisham put down the jewel exactly on the spot from which she had
cards, I glanced at the dressingtable again, and saw that the shoe upon it, once white, no
glanced down at the foot from which the shoe was absent, and saw that the silk stocking o
been trodden ragged. Without this arrest of everything, this standing still of all the pale de
bridal dress on the collapsed form could have looked so like graveclothes, or the long ve
So she sat, corpsedike, as we played at cards; the frillings and trimmings on her bridal dr
knew nothing then of the discoveries that are occasionally made of bodies buried in an
in the moment of being distinctly seen; but, I have often thought since, that she must have
natural light of day would have struck her to dust.

Essay Question
How does Dickens present the chara

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 13 of 88
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Chapter 9

Analysis . D

This chapter is important as we see our first irdi atPipis Bo

beginning to feel shame towards his b . hinks that Estella be

would think Joe is "a mere : et a sense of his ambitious Sa

nature and his desar i srimon as a result of his visit to Satis

House (‘An ! hat | felt very miserable... and that there

had been a WelG#ul young lady at Miss Havisham’s who was

dreadfully protd, and that she has said that | was common, and that | R

knew | was common, and that | wished that | was not common.’). ga
e

Chapter 10

Analysis
In this chapter, we become more aware of Pip’s desire for self-improvementin s

Pip’s encounter with the stranger in the pub foreshadows events that
are to come. The description of ‘the stranger’ creates a sense of
foreboding: ‘As | looked at the fire, | thought | saw a cunning
expression, followed by a half laugh, come into his face.” By
characterising him as a frightening figure, Dickens makes the reader
more and more intrigued. His actions are an explicit example of
foreshadowing (‘He stirred his rum-and-water pointedly at me, and

Unfortunate%y for P:p at thas stage h = idtstand why this

Discuss wh\aa#
are from the convict? What does the | image of the bank nofes signify® What does the inc
about Joe's personalify?

;kgmﬂccnf about the incident with the bank notes, How do we know that th

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 14 of 88
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Chapter 11

fight

Analysis
Our understanding of the eff
Pip deepens in th;s cha

“3)

money migh™rave been and that it was worth nothing.’

After Pip’s experiences that day at Satis House, his description of seeing his hom
seem familiar and welcome to him: ‘When | neared home the light on the spit o
marshes was gleaming against a black night sky, and Joe’s furnace was flinging a
suggests that he is aware that his idea of fitting in with the people at Satis Hous
to, even though he cannot seem to help himself.

& Vocabulary Guide

Superciliously — sneeringly

Pervade — to fill completely

Sal Volatile — a compound used to revive a
fainting fit

Stay-lace — a corset lace

Discus
What is

Active Learning Task
Make notes comparing Pip’s vis
his first visit in Chapter 8. You s
aspects: his impressions of the h
people he meets there; how he
time and afterwards.

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide
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Chapter 12

Analysis
In worrying about the ¢
result of the ficat, F ;
what they i 1}3}, n'tor the first time. He is starting M‘Y"“id°“§ of Ju
to have a rot a of the limitations of his class, are tumed info My

3 1 , were brave and sk3
realising that ‘village boys could not go stalking about Achilles, the hero i
the country, ravaging the houses of gentlefolks and Mythology fé
pitching into the studious youth of England, without Unremunerativ
laying themselves open to severe punishment.’. Pip not Besought — ask fo
only feels ashamed but also frustrated.

emight face as a

lass boundaries and Vocabula

As Pip now aspires to be with Estella ki
similar beliefs and values to her. He i
perceived as ‘common’. However, Di
older narrator to influence the text a
towards Joe. He writes that ‘Joe offets
showing us that the older narrator, log:
sorry for Joe despite his younger self’

Discussion Prompt %\, _
Why do you think Pip is so ready fo
believe that Miss Havisham wants to
make him a gentleman and see him
married to Estella? Do you think it is
reasonable for him to assume this¢

Chapter 13

Analysis
At the beginning of the novel b
from the other classe

Active Learning Task

Research how the system of appre
iam thrusts him Dickens fime, You may want to us
e ence of the high social iftp:/ fwww.bluk/victorian-britain/
circles. He noww understands that it is not just http:/ fwww.victorian-era.org/victo
the way one acts that makes one “upper class’
but the cultural beliefs and understandings. He is repeIIed by Joe’s attempt

at smartening up in order to see Miss Havisham (‘It was a trial to my

feelings, on the next day but one, to see Joe arraying himself in his Sunday
clothes to accompany me to Miss Havisham’s’) and this attitude is seen more
frequently further on in the novel. It is clear in this chapter how influenced Pip
has been by his experiences (‘liked it once, but once was not now’). This shows
how ambitious he has become, wishing to rise above Joe’s trade.

\)"" :

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 16 of 88
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Chapter 14

Analysis
Like Chapter 6, this short chapter allows us more of an insight into Pip’s
emotions. The feelings he experiences here are ones that he struggles

with throughout the course of the novel {‘lt is the most miserable thing
to feel ashamed of home.”).

The idea that ‘
vilish and seductive (‘Ofte
t Joe, and we were singing Old
“used to sing it at Miss Havisham's would
the fire, with her pretty hair fluttering in the
Fire has connotations of hell and the devil an
Estella’s face in the fire may be an omenora
shows us the full extent of the hold she has o

(Discussion Prompt
Explain the excerpt below. You might wanf to look at Dickens’ choice of words and how th
Pip has been by his recent circumstances.

[ had believed in the forge as the glowing road to manhood and independence. Within a s .
Now, it was all coarse and common, and I would not have had Miss Havisham and Este

.

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 17 of 88
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Chapter 15
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Analysis _ e #y
Pip battles "Dg}o» 3 er between his love for Joe and his love for \\\ §
Estella. The Xa@®®8tion ‘Whatever | acquired, | tried to impart to loe. impr \\\\\\‘\\
This statement sounds so well, that | cannot in my conscience letit goin \\\\\\g\\
pass unexplained. | wanted to make Joe less ignorant and common, FO{ \\\
that he might be worthier of my society and less open to Estella’s ;’:i'n

approach’ shows this struggle. Though a seemingly selfless act, Pip
admits to teaching Joe with the hope that if he succeeds in being an
educated man he won’t be looked down upon by Estella.

\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

////@,
B g

,///

The book that Pip reads at Pumblechook’s is
entitled The History of George Barnwell, a real
novel that shares many interesting parallels with
Great Expectations. It tells the story of a young
apprentice who falls in love with a beautiful, but
evil, woman. Intertextual references help gain a
deeper understanding of a certain situation. In this
instance, readers with previous knowledge of The
History of George Barnwell may become
suspicious of Estella’s character, the beautiful
woman that Pip falls in love with.

J’

Sagacious — wise

Gridiron — a metal gri
Sprat — a type of smal
Howbeit — how be it /
there’s some birds flo
convicts have escaped

@ o  Dickens uses the sound of the gunfir
home to create dramatic tension an
uses patheti %y, using the weat
‘ izn. The quotation
d it fell wet and thick. Th
of the lamp's usual place appare
substance on the fog. We were notic
mist rose with a change of wind fro
marshes, when we came upon a ma
turnpike house” suggests that all is n
out of the lamp’s usual place’ and th
suggestion of a man among the mist;:
used here are also particularly omin

Active Learning Task
Write a newspaper report about the
attack on Mrs Joe. You should make
sure that you include the following
information, as far as o reparte:
be able to: flnol out at.
happened, 4 X
happened,
should also Y&
people the réporfe: might have spoken
to: Pip, Joe, the police.
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Essay Question
How does Dickens present the character of Orlick?
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Chapter 16

Analysis ..
Pip’s feelings of guilt are exemplified in? - lwas at first
disposed to believe that | musti
upon my sister.’ Th

2
Did you know? Detective fiction was a relatively new genre at the time

Dickens wrote Great Expectations. Dickens himself wrote the first English
novel featuring a detective when he created the character of Inspector
Bucket in the novel Bleak House in 1852 (eight years before Great

Expectations).

Exam Extract Focus
How does Dickens use satire in the following extract to convey his fe

They took up several obviously wrong people, and they ran their heads very hard against w

about the door of the Jolly Bargemen, with knowing and reserved looks that filled the who
admiration; and they had a mysterious manner of taking their drink, that was almost as g
But not quite, for they never did it.

¥
}
]
]
i
I
1
b trying to fit the circumstances to the ideas, instead of trying to extract ideas from the circu
i
I
1
1
1
¥
L

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 19 of 88

i

g

%\\\\
s -

\\\\\\\\

\ &
=,

\\\\w\
.

4

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\‘\\W

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

s

\\\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

/,/{f

W

i

g
/%///4/

/ff///

A,
Wl

///%

/.«?’
ff/’f

P
A

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

0g

Education




Chapter 17

Analysis

Satis House stands as a symbol to Pip of magnificenc Vo

mystery: ‘So unchanging was the dull old ho ..

i - Capricic
in the darkened room, the faded speg \ Disaffec
dressing-table glass, that | ping of the clocks Guinea

had stopped Time in* us place and, while | and British p

everything ’%?@ i grew older, it stood still... It

bewildered under its influence § contmued at heart to hate my trade an
an aura surroundmg it that is inexplicable. While Pip has a connection with that
a settled connection with his own
Regardless of what he is doing at a
when he least expects it ‘some con
Havisham days would fall upon me
simile exemplifies the effect of Sat
He still has great expectations of M
‘perhaps after all [she] was going t
time was out’.

Discussion Prompt
Why do you think Pip is jealous of Orhck
flirting with Biddy when he thinks that she is
‘not beautiful’ but ‘common, and could not
be like Estella’@

In thinking about Biddy, Pip suggests that as she is common, she cannot be
beautiful (‘She was not beautiful—she was common, and could not be like
Estella’). To Pip, beauty is linked to wealth. He is oblivious to Biddy’s obvious
feelings for him because he is so blinded by the love he has for Estella. When
Pip says that he ‘wish[es Biddy] could put [him] right’, she replies ‘l wish |
could!. The exclamation mark that punctuates her response hints at
frustration and possibly anger.

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 20 of 88
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Chapter 18

i
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Analysis

The fact that Pip jumps to the s
conclusion that Miss Havisham is his G
benefactor is partly as a result of the \\\
fact that it is Jaggers, her lawyer, who \@\\\
tells him the news. However, he is also §\ \

quick to believe it, without questioning the idea
her intention is to make him a gentleman who

\ \\

\\\@

x\\\\\\\\w
J Vocabulary Guide

Kk\

x\\\\\\

Abhorrent — despised
Active Learning Task % Timon of Athens — a tragedy b
With a partner, discuss the things you ; Coriolanus — another tragedy
think Pip will need fo be taught in :
order to become a gentleman. You
may want to do some research into

Expostulatory — to reason wit
Obtruded — imposed

what people in the nineteenth century | Brag is a good dog, but Hold
considered a gentleman to be. : \fhd'f it is better to keep quiet they
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Chapter 19

S
E
-~
\\\\
\k \\\\
\\ \\\
=
\\\\‘\
\\\\\\\\
\
\
.
&\\\\\\\\\\\\%
i
\\
&
\\\\\\“\
\\\\\\ S
\\\\\
Analysis o
Pip’s attitude in this chapter is condescending and patronising, believing Ac \\\}\‘\\\\\\\\\\
that one cannot be happy living a simple life like he had been before. fh'P \§ §
This shows us a negative side to Pip’s ambitious trait. He is already chZ %\\\\\
becoming materialistic, promising to throw a huge feast for the people anc § \
of the village. This is not him showing compassion, however; it is a way thr \\\@
that he can boast about his fortune. po e
............ &
\\\\\
Dickens makes use of the older Pip as narrator here, presenting his - L
conversation with Biddy in a way that ensures that readers will Di \\\‘\\\\
disapprove of his own actions and instead approve of Biddy and agree W
with her view of Joe. It is Dickens’ language choice which affects the way do
that we feel about Pip here; for example, the fact that he speaks to her
Biddy in a ‘virtuous and superior tone’.
. . Whereas before Pip strived for moral im
Discussion Prompt A, ) o .
What ic fhe fone in fhe lodt feeling a lot of guilt in the earlier chapte
aris Te Tone in the [ast two improvement that he believes will result
pages of this chapter? How does , ]
Dickens creote a sense of fhis? Farewell, monotonous acguaintances o
: for London ss.’ To him Lond COPYRIGHT
is obvious
A"°"Ym°“5‘_ means U ke the convict at the back of our

minds, particularly in places

often thought'before, with something allied to shame, of my mi i g
companionship with the fugitive whom | had once seen limping Ci

among those graves, what were my thoughts on this Sunday, when :q Qg :
the place recalled the wretch, ragged and shivering, with his felon EdUCQtiOﬁ

iron and badge!”
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Volume Two: Chapters 20

Chapter 20

Analysis
As we have seen_earim

i

scared by thée®mmensity of i_ondon Fthink | nght have had some famt
doubts whether it was not rather ugly, crooked, narrow, and dirty.’

@

Active Learning Task .
Write a piece of descriptive writing in the third person
about one or more of the places Pip sees in London. Try
to include multi-sensory descriptions, i.e. sights, sounds,
smells, etc. Try also to think of your own
similes/metaphors to describe the place.

At this stage in the no
innocent as he begins
time to enjoy the coac
straw-yard it was, and
to wonder why the ho

Analysis
Dickens further demon
naivety and innoce
apprehensi

don: ‘Is ita very
nsurpnsmgly, Wemmick
ng to console him at first.

Alsoin this chapter we get a sense of
gender roles in Victorian society. Pip
‘judges Herbert] to be a bachelor from
the frayed condition of his linen’. This
quote reinforces the idea of a woman’s
role in society. Her place would have
& been in the household looking after the
Vocabulary Guide | house and family.

Mottled — spotted
Frouzy — musty

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 23 of 88
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Chapter 22

i
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e

7

Herbert in t/\@#®apter. Herbert gives Pip the nickname ‘Handel asking \\\\\\‘\
him ‘Would you mind Handel for a familiar name? There’s a charming \\\\\\g\\

piece of music by Handel, called The Harmonious Blacksmith?’ This \\\
marks a strong connection between the two that will continue to grow

ny
i

///

Bt

2

e

//i'

/ff///

through the novel.

////@,
B g

Light imagery is used throughout the book to symbolise love and Disc
happiness; therefore, there is greater significance in the way Miss What \\\:\\\'\\\\\
Havisham keeps herself in darkness. and M \‘
: . T
D p i Mrs Pocket, along with her two nu \\\\\\
WI:C:SSI(:: . ;okmp . fh- V- provides the reader with slapstick i
y do you think Dickens presents the i
character of Mrs Pocket in the way he does¢ very exaggerated and over-the-top, \\\\\\\\\
\.
Active Learning Task =
Write a short paragraph in your own words of Miss Havisham’s life story in a simj
Miss Havisham is a bitter old woman, jilted at the altar on her wedding day by...
This has left her feeling...
AS a T@S]l-lt Shf.‘ HOLW VoWs 10
She has a daughter, Estella, who is similarky...
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Chapter 23

Analysis
Drummle’s and Startop’s actions suggest the nature of their characters.
‘Drummle, an old-looking young man of a heavy order of architecture,
was whistling’, which connotes ideas of superiority or indifference to
Pip. ‘Startap, younger in years and appearance, was reading and holding
his head, as if he thought himself in danger of exploding !
strong a charge of knowledge’, suggesting that h
intellectual.

Dickens shows us the difficulty
that Pip is having learning some
of the upper-class traits such as
table manners. The quote ‘While
I was attentive to my knife and
fork, spoon, glasses, and other instrume
that Pip feels any of these objects, if mi
the image of himself as a gentleman th

Active Le
Complete
Bentley Drufmile. You should
include anything we know about
him at this point, i.e. facts but also
impressions of his personality (use
quotations).

Analysis

Dickens demonstrates here the effect that Di
Jaggers has on Pip: ‘This strongly marked Wi
way of doing business made a strongly get

marked impression on me, and that not of an
agreeable kind." He alsc uses pathetic fallacy
again, to enhance the characterisation of

suspxcm‘

How does ol opinion of Mr Joggers
develop in this chapteré
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Chapter 25
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Analysis
Dickens shoyg
up the rigic
hated me w e

//i'

fact that they are disappointed hints at their dlshke of Pip transcendlng the \\\\\\\\\\\\\

class boundaries from a lowly blacksmith to a genteel man in high society. \\\
Discussion Prompt A Again here, we see the older narrator \\%\\\\\‘\\\\\
How does Walworth, Wemmick's " narrative: ‘I had an affection for the r 5 &

castle, reflect his personality? road as it was then).’

\\\\\ \\
7 S S S \\‘@"\

Exam extract focus \\\\\\\\\3
Dickens has been criticised for ‘over-the-top’, unbelievable characte \\\\\

chapter Dickens has used metaphor and caricature to personify the
Highlight instances in the extracts below where this has been done and write a

Kk\

x\\\\\\

Bentley Drummle, who was so sulky a fellow that he even took up a book as if its writer
up an acquaintance in a more agreeable spirit. Heavy in figure, movement, and compreh

idle, proud, niggardly, reserved, and suspicious. He came of rich people down in Somersetsh
combination of qualities until they made the discovery that it was just of age and a block
come to Mr Pocket when he was a head taller than that gentleman, and half a dozen hea

... (Drunonle) would always creep inshove Like some uncomfortable amphibious creature,
1 the dark or by the &

him fast wpon his way; and [ always think of him as coming

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

I
1
I
I
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
]
I
;
! his face, and in the large awkward tongue that seemed to loll about in his mouth as he hin
' :
I
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
]
I
1
I
1
1

boats awere breaking the sunset or the moonlight in v

e e e e e

ig

0g

Education

Great Expectations GCSE Study Guide Page 26 of 88



Chapter 26

Analysis
The fact that Pip dwells on th
other minor chara‘cterf

sliy more than he would on any
of Molly’s significance in the book.

. . Pip notices that Jaggers has an obsessic
Discussi™ rompt - this opportunity of remarking that he wi
Think about the character Molly. a surgeon or a dentist.” Here, Dickens r
What is suspicious about her? . .
the lower classes as disease, something

Dickens makes a specific intertextual reference to Shakespeare’s Macbeth in thi .
any diseased affection of the heart caused her lips to be parted as if she were pa
curious expression of suddenness and flutter; but | know that | had been to see [
two before, and that her face looked to me as if it were all disturbed by fiery air,
of the Witches' caldron.” The witches in the first scene of Macbeth foretell of the ;
By alluding to this scene Dickens hints at bad things to come; he uses it as an om:
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Chapter 27

Analysis
Dickens again uses pathetic fallacy here, using the weather to reﬂect
Pip’s apprehensive and gloomy mood: ‘Unfortunately the
drizzly, and an angel could not have concealed the f:
shedding saoty tears outside the window i

ant bf a Sweep.’

0€’s visit to London re-establishes the se
marks the stark differences, not only in d:
such as the mode of address Joe employ
supposed inferiority. However, Joe is de
‘Pip, how AIR you, Pip.” Dickens uses phc
the exact way it is being spoken. Joe ma
home as a goodbye and a message to Pi

telling her about his visit to
London and giving his impressions
of Pip.

Pip, dear old chap, life is made of ever so many partings welded together, as I m
blacksmith, and one's a whitesmith, and one's a goldsmith, and one's a coppersn:
come, and must be met as they come. If there's been any fault at all to-day, it's n;
figures to be together in London; nor yet anywheres else but what is private, and
among friends. It ain't that | am proud, but that | want to be right, as you shall n
clothes. I'm wrong in these clothes. I'm wrong out of the forge, the kitchen, or of]
so much fault in me if you think of me in my forge dress, with my hammer in my
find half so much fault in me if, supposing as you should ever wish to see me, you
the forge window and see Joe the blacksmith, there, at the old anvil, in the old b

work. :

It is said in a way that is understandable t

blacksmith. For example ‘welded togethe
together’. He also references class and re
what he knows best, ranging from the mao
the least expensive and most common (b
goadness by not blaming Pip for his awkw;

Discussion Prompt ™
What feelings do we have fowords
Joe in this chapter?

in nature and societ
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Chapter 28

Analysis ‘
Dickens shows us here that Pip’s feelings of fear and again Wi
returned: ‘i could not have said what 1 was afryj sny-fear was fe

reat fear upon me.” This
iunt have again returned.

We know little at this stage of
Magwitch’s nature but Dickens

hints at his innate compassion

when the two convicts discuss

him and refer to him as a ‘green

one’, meaning a good and innocent pe

How does Plp react fo fmdmg
out that Pumblechook is faking the
credit for his forfune?

Exam extract focus
How does Dickens use language to present Pip’s fear of the convicts
sections in bold.

g
o

At length, it was voted that there was no help for the angry gentleman, and that he must e
remain behind. So, he got into his place, still making complaints, and the keeper got into t
hauled themselves up as well as they could, and the convict I had recognized sat behi

hair of my head

‘Good-bye, Handel!” Herbert called out as we started. I thought what a blessed fortun
another name for me than Pip.

It is impossible to express with what acuteness I felt the convict’s breathing, no
but all along my spine. The sensation was like being touched in the marrow with soiy
it set my very teeth on edse. He seemed to have more breathing business to do &
more noise in doing it and [ was conscious of growing highshe

fend hiny off

{derd on one side, in

¢, although | conld vecognize nothin,

wntry in the cold damp wind that blew at us.

But I must have lost it longer than |
and shédows of o Iamp\ R

to maka e a Sgeen he conticts were Closer to me than before. The ve
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Chapter 29

i
W

G

i
e
& &N

a8
W
S
= T,

% SN X SR
L important chapter \\ -
R \\\\%K\ st p' p \ §~.\
as Estella is reintroduced into i
Pip's life. Worryingly she bring e

e

-&\\

\\\\\\\\\\\

k: 5
W

i

o
e

i

her when he was a young boy
Estella as we now know that h
damage caused by Miss Havis

G

We also see a marked
difference between what
the young Pip feels and
how the narrator feels. He
reflects on his attitude
towards Joe at this time:
‘But | never thought there was
keeping away from Joe, becau

i

A,

k-

v

i
ff/’f

s

G

contemptuous of him. It was bs R
: L
brought the tears into my eye Tt

o

forgive me! soon dried.” The *

older narrator who evidentl
@ ™ self’s attitudes towards Joe.
- feelings towards Estella, using
Havisham would use: ‘There &
between us, to remove her f
the same age, though of coui:
case than in mine; but the ai
beauty and her manner gav
of my delight, and at the height of the assurance | felt that our patroness had ch
Wretched boy!” This shows how strong Miss Havisham's influence over Pip has

i

i
&\\\\\

Active Learning Task
There is a strong semantic field of fairy tales and
witchcraft. Make a list of the examples in this
chapter and explain what they portray about
Estella, Miss Havisham and Pip’s relationships.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

There is a strong semantic field of witchcraft, i iystery in this chapter

aura surrounding Estella, Esta!
feelings for her are "

ig

furthering thé theme of witchcraft in this chapter: ‘Love her, love her, love her!
wounds you, love her. If she tea
gets older and stronger it will t
love her!” Pip reflects that ‘If th
hate instead of love—despair—::
not have sounded from her lips 3
suggesting that Miss Havisham
love Estella in spite of himself.

0g

Discussion Prompt Education

How do you think Pip feels¢ Choose fwo
emofions from the list below and explain your
reasons for choosing them:

overwhelmed, nervous, upset, inferior, superior,
equal, scared, joyful, excited
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Chapter 30

i

gy
%\\\\
T
\k \\\\
\ &
Analysis R
: , - " L "
Dickens shows again here Pip’s snobbery and unwillingness to be \Y) S
associated with Joe: ‘It was too early vet to go to Miss Prostr §\~\\\\§\\§
Havisham’s, so | {oitered into the country on Miss Havisha: Victua \\\\\\\\
of town—which was not Joe’s side.’ & |
1 H ] ke . &
Discussion Prompi kens also comme‘nts on the law \\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
way, when he suggests Jaggers se .
What do you H’nnk ig thorit thers b £ :
accuses Pi- authority over others because o \\\\\\\\\\\
mouth wift like to see him argue the question \\ §
\\\\\\Q
- T
......................................................... \\\\\\
Exam extract focus - -
How does Herbert’s relationship with Clara contrast with Pip’s relatio
------------------------------------------------------- C)

\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

,///
/

Chapter 31

Analysis

The specific intertextual reference to Shakespeare’s Hamlet reflects the
fact that the play is a story of despair, betrayal and tragedy (much like
Great Expectations could be seen to be).

& Vocabulary Guide One of the morals in this story is the idea th
Derisively — sneeringly itc:nises this notion i
gi"ﬂe:“ —acrown | to bed after al :ably thought of E COPYRIGHT
D.ro . strangely comica that : is'were all cancelled.”
Ivesting — removing PROTECTED

Approbation — approval

ig

0g

Education
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Chapter 32

Analysis
Themes of crime and criminality run through the book and Pip’s visit to
Newgate is an important part of this. He reflects on this observing that

ut when he is reintroduced later in th
compassionate he actually is. At the ot
Estella, who is beautiful and rich but na
appear in c R with Estell? used the contrast te emphasise how so
give you happiness.

Active Learning Task

Find out more about Newgate Prison and what happened to prisoners sentenced to de
the following websites:

http:/ [ knowledgeoflondon.com/newgate.html

https:/ /www.oldbaileyonline.org/static/ JourneyTyburn.jsp
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Chapter 33

Analysis

Throughout the book despite her coldness and arrogance we cannot hate
Estella. We know that her personality and haughty characteg gre the
consequences of Miss Havisham’s selfish desire to ¢z Srite on men

and, therefore, we sympathise with her. Wk ‘about growing up

in Satis House, her repetition of t su'were not’ suggests a

jealousy of Pip for the fa ot had to suffer the effects she has had
the first time yes iy Estelia’s emotions and her history. She is impli

S Y
o ¥
\\u"‘ 3

explaining ! or her cold-heartedness and meanness. She is using it as
to Pip that s\g®es not feel compassion. However, the first action Pip does is ki
and cheek.

Estella talks about the fact that both she:;
are not in control of their own destinies
‘We have no choice, you and |, but to o
instructions’ and ‘We are not free to fol
own devices, you and |.” Pip hopes she i
to Miss Havisham’s plans for their marr
is referring to how she is bound to Miss
and must do as she instructs, while Pip is bound by his benefactor who provides
money and insists he become a gentleman. Estella is imprisoned by Miss Havish

Discussion Prompt *

How do you feel about Estelia and
Miss Havishamé Does what you know
of the reasons for their behaviour
make you feel more sympathefic
towards them? Why or why not¢

Despite this, the reader is also led to feel mixed
emotions for the spinster Miss Havisham. We cannot Active Learning Task
hate her for loving someone so strongly that when W(‘*e E diary e“":f as
her heart is broken she is irreversibly broken and 9Iving her perspective

. . . she spends with Pip in th
forever in a state of misery and disarray. :

Exam extract focus
How does Dickens present the character of Estella here?

o

o
&
In her fuyved trawellingdvess, Estella seemed more delicately beautified than she had ever s
manner vas more winning than she had caved to let it be to me ¢, and I thought I sa
change.

o e, and when it was all ¢

We stood in the Inn Yard while s he point ¢
: ti’uzt I feneaw nothing of her destination.

forgotten cvervthing but herself i

otd me. "Oher lesson is, that theve ave tawa Richmonds, one
mumd The d;sm nee i ten miles am to hcmre a carriage, and

mstm;.non! We ave not hce to ﬁxll(nw ORY UM d cwices, You dnd ! !

As she looked at me in giving me the purse, I hoped there was an inner meaning in her w
not with displeasure.

"A carriage will have to be sent for, Estella, Will you rest here a little?"

"Yes, I am to rest here a little, and I am to drink some tea, and you are to take care of m
She drew her arm through mine, as if it must be done, and I requested a waiter who had
who had never seen such a thing in his life, to show us a private sittingroom.
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Chapter 34

Analysis
These past few chapters Pip’s spirits have been noticeably down.
Ironically his rise in society has led to his decline emotionally Hi
great expectations have not led to happiness as he h
to pain and misery as he struggles with deb
love for Estella. His feelings of guilf
happiness {‘As | had grown

- an indication that being rich
my expectations, | had insensibly beg
myself and those arcund me. Their infl
disguised from my recognition as much
that it was not all good. 1 lived in a state
my behaviour to Joe."). He also feels gu
influence on Herbert Pocket: ‘My lavish
expenses that he could not afford, corr
disturbed his peace with anxieties and

What i tmpressron does Dickens gwe us
of Pip and Herbert in this chapfer?
How does the older narrator affect the
impression we gef here?

Chapter 35

9

Analysis

The conversation between Pip and Biddy shows us that
Biddy is aware of Pip’s attitude towards them now that
he has money‘ She refers to he s and how

&34 everything at home has changed, it is a
. This is shown in Biddy’s emphasis on the w
n: “No, don't echo,” | retorted. “You used not to ec
S Blddy ”O Mr Pip! Used.”

Dickens draws the chapter to a close using the weather
to reflect uncertainty and ambiguity again, as he has
done throughout the whole book: ‘Once more, the
mists were rising as | walked away. If they disclosed to
me, as | suspect they did, that | should not come back,
and that Biddy was quite right, all | can say is—they
were quite right too.”
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Chapter 36

Analysis
Dickens continues to make sure that the convict is still in our minds,
especially at times when Pip is discussing maney or his anonymous
benefactor: ‘As | sat down, and he preserved his attitude and bent his
brows at his boots, § felt at a disadvantage, which reminch; of that
old time when | had been put upon a tombstone

& hear in this chapter for the
first time that Pip desires to help
Herbert in his quest for
commercial life {*“This friend,
pursued, “is trying to get on in comme
finds it difficult and disheartening to m
somehow to help him to a beginning.”
behaved, Dickens suggests here that h

llI

referring bate ta Pip’s encaunter with
the convict? Is this an effective
strategy?

Chapter 37

Analysis
Dickens uses the older narrator here to create foreboding: ‘A great event
in my life, the turning point of my life, now opens on my view. But, before |
can proceed to narrate it, and before | pass on to all the challenges it
involved, | must give one chapter to Estella. It is not too much to give to
: the theme that so long filled my heart

know what ‘the turning point’ of his [if
how strong his fouligs for Estella are
is writteg niple again of the ol

ger self.

Discussion Prompt

Why do you think Pip wished to remain
anonymous when helping out Herberté

it Wliss Skiffins. We can assume from
ur that she is going to be a comical
character: 11 ‘ner dress from the waist upward, both before and
behind, mac\e®®T figure very like a boy’s kite; and | might have
pronounced her gown a little too decidedly orange, and her gloves a
little too intensely green.’

This chapter is the first ti;
Pip’s descrinieilof
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Chapter 38

Analysis §
The opening paragraph, with Pip reflecting on what might happen after
his death, is morbid and sets the tone for the action that follows.

In the section at Satis House, Dickens makes use of the metaphor of light

and dark when it comes to Miss Havisham. Estella makes a long speech where s
Miss Havisham'’s attitude towards love. She explains that Miss Havisham first rai
telling her about sunlight and then expected her to understand it despite knowi
the metaphor to mean that it was as though Miss Havisham told her about sunli
then reacted with resentment and disappointment when Estella did not naturall
metaphor is an apt one as Miss Havisham shields herself from daylight. Estella ¢
that she is only what Miss Havisham made her.

The description of Miss Havisham in re
the ground, reflecting death: ‘Miss Hav
upon the ground, among the other bri
sightto see.” It implies that she has giv
revealed to her tha iorrid outcome of

Discussion Prompt

Why do you think Estello doesn’t hsten
to Pip when he trigs fo warn her about
Drummleé

(o

We also get the first indication in thi
turning suddenly with a fixed! .
entrap h|m Estﬂlla?”

tella respects Pip: ““Do you
Y not angry look, “to deceive and entr
others—all of them but you, Here is Mrs B
sue Talse and lie about her feelings to him because she ca
use she is unable to do so.

Pip uses a heavy slab of stone hanging above his head to symbolise how uncerta
the work, near and afar, that tended to the end, had been accomplished; and in
and the roof of my stronghold dropped upon me.’ This quote suggests that all th
leading up to his future with Estella but now that is unlikely and suddenly his fut
Essay Question

How does Dickens present the relationship between Miss Havisham a
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Chapter 39

i
W

G

i
e
%\“\'\\\\
7.
Yt #

#

g

=

i

s

&\\\\\\\\\\\\%

&

8
\\\\\\\\\\\

k: 5
W

i

o
e

F
i

2

i
i

Dickens foreshadows what might happen in this chapter using the weather, as
wretched weather; stormy and wet, stormy and wet; mud, mud, mud, deep in
night has definite negative connotations.

i

A,

k-

He also hints at who the unknown person is that Pip is about to encounter

from the description ‘he had long iron-gray hair’. The ‘iron gray’ hair is a @\\
clue as the iron is a reference to a convict’s leg iron. L :%\
R

G

i
S

=
\
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Volume Three: Chapters 46

Chapter 40

Analysis ¥
The change in the convict’s name adds deeply to the change in his .

character. No longer is he the wicked-sounding ‘Magwitch’ but ;;::'m
the newly named ‘Provis’ which connotes ideas of providence, toat

provision and goodness. However, Pip’s description of him eating certa
like ‘an old dog’ echoes the description of Magwitch eating the
food in Chapter 3 ‘just like the dog’. This suggests that, unlike Pip, Magwitch hasi

Magwitch is presented as a compassior:
wealth to another in order to make they
country fur to see my gentleman spend
That'll be my pleasure. My pleasure uII
do it.” However, he also says ‘blast 5
you everyone, from the judge in
his wig, to the colonist a stirring up the dust, I'll show a better gentleman
than the whole kit on you put together!’, suggesting that perhaps he has
other reasons for making Pip a gentleman. He wishes to prove something
to the higher classes in society; he wants to prove that he, a convict, can
make a villager a gentleman and that he earned enough to do so honestly.

Discussion Prompt

What options do you think are opén to
Pip at this poinfé What might he
decide to do about Magwitch?

Chapter 41

2
Analysis G
Dickens creates an atmosphere of tension in this chapter. Pip conveys

his own fears (‘Never quite free from an uneasy remembrance of the

man on the stairs, | had always looked about me in taking my guest out
after dark, and in bringing him back; and | looked about me now.’) and this
heightens our own paranoia. The ending of the chapter also creates
suspense as we, the readers, feel as though we too are sat around the fire
about to listen in on the story of Magwitch’s history.
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Chapter 42

Analysis
Dickens teli{-\ge#®at, as a young boy, Magwitch lived on the streets
(‘there warn 't many insides of furnished houses knownto me’). He
describes how Magwitch felt people judging him: ‘Then they looked at

me, and | looked at them, and they measured my head, some on 'em—

they had better a measured my stomach’. In the Victorian period some

people believed that you could distinguish a criminal from others by the length
limbs or features. One way of doing this was by measuring the head and identify
characteristics. This idea of judging people by appearances and background is fui}
account of his trial: ‘When the prosect
was put short, aforehand, | noticed hoi:
how light on him.” Compeyson, who is
lighter sentence than Magwitch, indicat
differently according to their class.

Discussion Prompt

How significant are the extra details
that Herbert adds¢

In Arthur’s description of his vision of the woman who

appears to him as he is dying, Miss Havisham again

stands as a symbol of death: ‘He rested pretty quiet till it Active Learning Tas
might want a few minutes of five, and then he starts up
with a scream, and screams out, “Here she is! She's got
the shroud again. She's unfolding it. She's coming out of
the corner. She's coming to the bed. Hold me, both on
you—one of each side—don't let her touch me with it.
Hah! she missed me that time. Don't let herthrow it
over my shoulders. Don't let her lift me up to get it
round me, She's lifting me up. Keep me dt
lifted himself up hard, and was deg;

Write a newspaper
of Magwitch and Co
choose whether to w
to Compeyson (using
fo imply that Magwit
or in a way that is sy
at Compeyson led
hter sentence is cle
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Chapter 43

Analysis §
Dickens suggests in this chapter that Pip is feeling uncertain and uses

rhetorical questions to reflect his disordered state of mind: "Why should |

pause to ask how much of my shrinking from Provis might be graced to

Estella? Why should | loiter on my road, to compare f mind in which |
stain of the prison before meeting her at th ith the state of min
abyss between Estella in her prid nd the returned transport whon
none the smoother for it, t :  none the better for it; he would not

s have only brought him pain and misery: ‘l w
journey from my face and hands, and

went out to the memorable old house Di
that it would have been so much the
better for me never to have entered,
never to have seen.’

Rhetorical ~%% & question §
asked without the
expectation of a reply

Chapter 44

Analysis
The fact that Pip asks Miss Havisham to help Herbert shows us how
naturally loyal and compassionate Pip is, one of his traits that.we witness
constantly throughout the novel. We also see the.v ~he older
narrator as he forgives Miss Havisham for al! 2 1as caused: ‘It
would have been cruel of Miss Havis y cruel, to practice on the
susceptibility of a poor b €'me through all these years with
a vain hope andan el

one and actua iy begins to empathise with Miss Havisham's character.
Dickens suggests for the first time here that Miss Havisham actually feels somet
figure of Miss Havisham, her hand still covering her heart, seemed all resolved i
remorse.’

& Many of the main mysteries of the novel have

VOCGbUlGI‘Y Guide | now. To ensure readers keep reading Dickens
Spectral — ghostly using danger and suspense. The unexpected cli
serves this purpose.
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Chapter 45

Analysis

Dickens demonstrates how miserable Pip is in this chapter, using
exclamation marks to suggest the extent of this: “‘What a doleful
night! How anxicus, how dismal, how long!” His description of the
room and the bed furthers this, particularly the way m h uses
personification to make the bed seem like an unr t was
an the ground
he back, with a despotic mons
straddling over the whole place, puttin
fireplace and another into the doorway
washing-stand in guite a Divinely Right

Discussion Prompt

How has Pip' s i
changed?
him now?

Chapter 46

Analysis

Dickens presents Pip as showing affection for Magwitch here, rather than
the fear and disgust he used to feel. He does not want to part with him but
must do so for his safety: ‘““l don't like to leave you here,” | said to Provis,
“though | cannot doubt your being safer here than near me. Good bye!””

We also see Pip again feeling fear
and paranoia in this chapter: ‘But

Active Learning Task

List any examples of
foreshadowing that you can find
in this chapter.

| thought with dread that it was
flowing towards Magwitch, and
that any black mar, its surface mig
silently ake him.” His d
susnEn reboding.
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Chapter 47

your view

debt and

Analysis
The fact thajs
mystery an:

cribes Compeyson as ‘sitting behind [Pip] there like

Chapter 48

Analysis

Dickens hints at the horrible marriage that awaits Estella by referring to
Drummle’s strength: ‘The stronger will win in the end, but the stronger has
to be found out first. If he should turn to, and beat her—*

This chapter is important as it is
here that Pip is beginning to
piece together the last part of
the puzzle, the guestion of

Discussion Prompt

Pip believes Molly to be Estella's L
mother. Why does he came to this
conclusion?
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Chapter 49

geper emotions and witness another side
ks criaracter. We see that she had started off with
only good i ons, wishing to save Estella by not letting her have a
heart that could be as easily broken and injured as hers: “Yes, yes, | know it. Bu
earnest womanly compassion for me in her new affection. “My dear! Believe thi
meant to save her from misery like my own. At first | meant no more.””

Dickens extends the metaphor used in
‘But that, in shutting out the light of d

more.” Miss Havisham has shut love ou
with sunlight. He continues the associa
an ominous tone: ‘For | had a presenti

again, and | felt that the dying light wa
is the last time Pip will see Miss Havish
furthered when Pip again thinks he sees Miss Havisham hanging from the beam,
image is even more striking now that he is an adult and not a frightened little bo
up such terrors.

Discussion Prompt

Do you think the fire is an acc:deni or
penance / suicide attempt by Miss
Havisham for the cruelty she has shown
towards Pip and Estella?

Chapter 50

Analysis
Dickens shows us m thi

that height CN#¥e ébove her head”

He also keeps us aware of the importass
making her the last point of reference
myself. And the man we have in hiding
Father.’

Discussion Prompt

Do you think Pip should tell Magw:fch
about his daughter or not¢ Why¢
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Chapter 51

Analysis

In this chapter two of the main plot lines collide: Satis House and all that
it represents and Magwitch. Both of the plots have one common
character, Estella. Though Satis House symbolises wealth and status it

. . ‘ hat his benefact
Discussion Prompt t he was once ag

What side of his nature does Jaggers : wever the discovery that sh
show us in this chaptere ;

Estella that g 5 are consumed by her, and she has much

more of an er his life than we first suspected. As a young /I;
man Magwit s moved by Pip’s gratitude and by how much he u
reminded him of his own daughter (Estella} that he vowed to make Pip a D?
gentleman by giving him all the money he earned. What he did not know Vi
was that Pip already had great expectations as a result of wanting to be .
worthy of Estella. However hard he tries Pip cannot separate himself ¢
from Estella. \'

Chapter 52

Analysis Di
In this chapter, Dickens uses boat imagery to connote freedar !
now indeed I felt as if my last anchor were loosening i Wi

the
should socon be driving with the winds and waes fre

Pip believes that he and Magwitch wi eqom soon.

appreciate )
especially w
Pumblechoo
struck at so

Joe, as throu

much better come and tell no one and lose no time. You must come alone. Pumblechoo
Bring this with you. meaner he, t

If you are not afmld to come to the old marshes to-night or tomorrow night
at Nine, and to come to the little sluice-house by the lime-kiln, you had
better come. If you want information regarding your uncle Provis you had
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Chapter 53

i
W

G

i
e
%\“\'\\\\
7.
Yt #

&

g

&

i

s

&\\\\\\\\\\\\%

&
S 3
Dickens beg \g@# setting the scene and uses the landscape to create \\\\\\\\\\\
dramatic tension. Once again we witness a dismal, dark, misty evening W
which emphasi nd refl Pip’s miserable mood: ‘It w rk Sl
: ch emphasises and reflects Pip’s miserable mood: ‘It was a da "
night, though the full moon rose as | left the enclosed lands, and passed out up

F
i

e

i
i

line there was a ribbon of clear sky, hardly broad enough to hold the. red !arge \%\\\\\\\\\\\
ascended out of that clear field, in am & W
W

k-

A red moon is frequently used as a sig
the person he is about to meet is not a G
=

describes the wind as ‘melancholy’, em - Y
applying human ‘melancholy’ to the w \\\\\\\\

Discussion Prompt %

How realistic do you think Orlick’s
mofives for attacking Pip are?

s

P

i

s
Orlick doesn’t really have any solid and understandable Active Learning Ta \\\\\\@
reason for wanting to hurt Pip; he is just the embodiment In pairs, look more W\
of evil, a two-dimensional character. Dickens suggests imagery Dickens us

chapter. What doe
situation Pip is abo
about the characte

that he is more animal than human in the way that he
laps up the last drops of liquor.
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Chapter 54

Analysis
The imagery of the sunlight upon the water as the men start their journey =
is important. As we have seen frequently, Dickens uses pathetic fallacy to
foretell coming events and mirror Pip’s emotions. Like the weather here,
the future is uncertain: ‘It was one of those March days when the sun :
shines hot and the wind blows cold: when it is summer in the light, and winter in::
hopes but there are still underlying negative connotations: ‘The air felt cold upo
and the sunshine was very cheering.’ In t
sunlight may suggest, Magwitch is caugh
sunshine is actually an allusion to Magwi
Chapter 56. He dies happily but pays for
committed believing his death to be a sig
of God’s forgiveness. The same imagery is shown in Chapter 55 in the
courtroom when the rays of sunlight shine down on the courts and

providence is mentioned explicitly. The theme of religion is not alluded to

often but it seems that Magwitch as a convict needs to be redeemed, not

only in the eye of the reader but in the eye of God as well.

Providence — refers to God’s
activity and involvement in the
world

Magwitch compares their journey and his fate to
the river, their path is no clearer or easier to see g
than the bottom of the river. So far thejr.
flowed softly and pieasantly lik
on. They contmue for

‘Discussion Prompt
Whaot feelings is Magwitch

they move into Ay, Ts'pose T think so, dear boii:

n, Dickens begins to easy-going than we are at pres
; . 1l not turn out as well as we pleasant thyough the water, p'

o J thinking through my smoke ju
might have 1™ believed: the journey becomes battom of the next few hours,
more strenuous and Pip and Herbert struggle with river what I catches hold of, N
the rowing. The mood darkens as the water than I can hold this. And it's
becomes muddy and the landscape becomes

monotonous, heightening the sense of foreboding.
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Chapter 55

Analysis

. ey Y
Again here, 1‘;@
the narrativa@® creating suspense by hinting at what is to come: ‘Yes!
Secondly, there was a vague something lingering in my thoughts that
will come out very near the end of this slight narrative.’

Dickens employs humour to lighten the
mood (comic relief) in various places

throughout the book and the characte
Wemmick and Miss Skiffins are part of
To relieve dramatic tension, usually aft
tragic event of some kind, Dickens will t:
include a humorous event, such as the wedding in this chapter. Dickens has purg:
placed this scene to relieve the tense and miserable atmosphere. The quotation
the stairs | encountered Wemmick, who was coming down, after an unsuccessfu;:
application of his knuckles to my door’ is an example of how Dickens implicitly
employs humour.

Discussion Prompt

How do you think Pip is feeling
throughout this chapfter?

Discussion Prompt

& Vocabula ry Guide Do you think comic relief works¢ Do
you think Dickens uses comedy at the

expense of reality?

Querulous — irritable
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Chapter 56

Analysis ‘D,

Pip’s dedica Xge#®md concern for Magwitch in this chapter show us how deep his
sarcasm as a d:g at people’s perception that all cenvicts are evil and cannot posss
‘(malefactors, but not incapable of kindness, GOD be thanked!).’

As in Chapter 54, Dickens uses light imagery again: ‘The sun
was striking in at the great windows of the court, through
the glittering drops of rain upon the glass, and it made a
broad shaft of light between the two-and-thirty and the
Judge, linking both together, and perhaps reminding some
among the audience, how both were passing on, with
absolute equality, to the greater Judgment that knoweth all
things and cannot err.” Here it indicates God, a reminder
that there is a higher authority than the courts.

Active Learning
Draw a graph tci
relationship betw
should list the ket
their relationshipi:

plot the closenes
event against th
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Chapter 57

Analysis

The misery Pip has gone through is beginning to creep upon him
and make him weak and ill: ‘For a day or two, | lay on the sofa, or
on the floor—anywhere, according as | happened to sink down—
with a heavy head and aching limbs, and no purpose, and no
power.” This is the beginning of his downward spiral. Dickens
further heightens our awareness of Pip’s physical and mental
weakness through the repetition of ‘whether’ in the following
quotation: ‘Whether | really had been down in Garden-court in the
dead of the night, groping about for the boat that | supposed to be
there; whether | had two or three times come to myself on the
staircase with great terror, not knowing how | had got out of bed;
whether | had found
myself lighting the

Active Learning Task
Draw a graph to chart the ups and downs of
the relationship between Pip and Joe. You
should list the key events in the development
of their relationship along the bottom axis
and then plot the closeness of their
relationship at each event against the
vertical axis.

that the lights were blown out;
harassed by the distracted talkin
someone, and had half suspecte

agam that N

lamp, possessed by the idea that%j

making; whether there had beer;;
corner of the room, and a voice |}
Havisham was c&
d to settle with iy
Hat m rning on my bed.::
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Chapter 58

Analysis
In this chapter, Dickens sho
that having money dae

‘coming tothe conclusion

du will have better experiences:

fi that lodging as in the most superior

oar could have given me, and the guality of my

dreams was 0ut the same as in the best bedroom.” Pip can sleep just for,
as happily in this room as in any

other. He now recognises that being

& Vocabulary Guide good and true’ is all that matters in @

life and is disgusted with the way he

Clemency — mercy

Behoof - benefit acted towards people in the past. He

hopes that if Biddy and Joe have a child, that
mistakes and ‘grow up a much better man’ th

Chapter 59

Analysis
In this final chapter, Dickens shows us that the jous
Pip’s life has come full circle by having
the churchyard just as he did i

iscussion Pr

f Pip had never visit
never received his fo
have turned out? W,
fulfilled? Think abou

Dickens’ description of the ni
different to other description
silvery mist had veiled the aft
yet up to scatter it. But, the s
mist, and the moon was com
dark.” This scene is eerie yet
darkness in this scene do not
hope.

Active Leariiiig Task
The book follows the maturing of a young Pip
into adulthood. In pairs, make notes on what
you think he has learned by the end of the
novel. You might want to look at his ideas on
class, crime and punishment, good and evil
and innocence and guilt.
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Below is the original ending which was changed by Dickens on the advice of a

It was two years more before I saw herself. [ had heard of her as leading a most u
separated from her husband, who had used her with great cruelty, and who had b
compound of pride, brutality, and meanness. I had heard of the death of her husb

consequent on ill-treating a horse, and of her being married again to a Shropshire

i
W

S
e
& &N

8
Yt #

interest, had once very manfully interposed on an occasion when he was in profes

e

i
"
s

&\\\\\\\\\\\\%

-&\\

\\\\\\\\\\\

k: 5
W

i

o
e

i

Drummle, and had witnessed some outrageous treatment of her. I had heard that
not rich, and that they lived on her own personal fortune. I was in England agai
along Piccadilly with little Pip — when a servant came mnning after me to ask w
@ carviage who wished to speak to me. It sas a lixtle pony carviage, which the lad,

s

ged, I know;
. Pip. Lift up

and I looked sadly enough on one another. ‘T am greathy,
but I thought you would like to shake hands wish:
that pretty child and ler me kiss it]"{
sty child ) T reas very glad

i

g
s

G

i

A,

k-

e

o
o

i
&\\\\\

v

i
ff/’f

s
/,?/

Exam extract focus
Re-read the section describing Pip’s return to Satis House. What tech
describe this setting to also tell us about Pip’s life and the people tha
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Characterisation

ofe

Brief Character Summaries: Character List

Dickens has often been criticised for creating caricatures as opposed to believa
though his over the-top-personas help to enhance a character’s personality.

This character list has been arranged in order of appearance.

Philip Pirrip begins the novel as a young, naive orphan who narrates the tale. He |
‘by hand’ in Kent by his older sister Mrs Joe Gargery and belieires he is going to b
blacksmith by his sister’s husband. He is a rather roma ften immature
to improve his position.

Joe Gargery is Pip’s loving brothe’
Joe that Pip is always h
SO throughou* o=

umes the role of the father figug:
i, good natured, and sweet tempered’ (pi
lS dommeermg, woient wife, with whom he o

parents. Their relationship is strained and she is deeply dissatisfied with her sit
hatred of being a blacksmith’s wife and Pip’s surrogate mother in front of the y
greatly in both personality and looks to that of her husband Joe. She is rather c
hair and eyes’ (p. 8).

Magwitch is an escaped criminal that Pip first encounters in the cemetery. He
lamed by stones, and cut by flints’ and badly hurt by all the natural elements h
escape from the prison boat. He asks a scared Pip to provide him with food an
Pip’s compassion has a profound effect on him and subsequently Magwitch, af
Wales as a sheep farmer and stock breeder, secretly becomes Pip’s benefactor fé
elevating him into higher social circles. He is also known as ‘the convict’ to Pip wi
‘Provis’ and ‘Mr Campbell’ later on in order to conceal his identity.

Compeyson is another convict whom Pip initially believes to be Magwitch due tc
when they meet. He is in fact Magwitch’s enemy. We discover through the cours:
Havisham’s intended husband and planned to rob her of her fortune. o

Uncle Pumblechook is Joe Gargery’s uncle but he is known to both Mrs Joe and §
arrogant, pompous and intrusive man who constantly reproaches Pip and prais
to raise a child like him. He repeatedly advises Pip to ‘be grateful, to them whic
much to Mrs Joe's pleasure and Pip’s annoyance. Uncle Pumblechook is the firs
Havisham and thus plays a small but important part in the novel. Throughout, h
fortune and subsequently rises through the social circles despite having nothin

later in the boo
arendengarver.

Mr Wopsle is the church clerk in Pip’s town. We meet
in order to pursue a career in acting. His stage nar;

Mr and Mrs Hubble are a simple & from Pip’s home town.

Estella is the adopt fiss Havisham. We later discover that Molly
) agwitch, her father. Estella is a beautiful young gi
}roughout the novel only to be shunned hy her. She was rais
o ‘diy warns Pip that she cannot return his feelings. She represe

that P|p asptres to.

Miss Havisham is one of the most famous characters in any of Dickens’ novels.
spinster that occupies Satis House near Pip’s home town, ‘everybody for miles
Havisham uptown —as an immensely rich and grim lady who lived in a large an
robbers, and who led a life of seclusion’. As a young woman Miss Havisham wa
This experience had a substantial effect on her. She takes Pip on as a companio
has plans to have Estella, her ward, avenge her and the hatred she feels for all
secret benefactor.
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Biddy is a gentle, moral, and caring girl that teaches Pip at the evening school sh
represents the opposite of Estella. Pip is oblivious of her affection for him as he

When Mrs Joe Gargery is attacked she moves into their house to become her cat;
= e

Camilla is an ageing relative of Miss Havisham who does not care for her but onl b \
wealth. She is also the sister of Matthew Pocket. %\\\\
s -
Cousin Raymond is the husband of Camilla and shares similar views of Miss Hav \\‘ \\\\\
also only interested in her money. \\ \\\
S
Sarah Pocket is another ageing relative of Miss Havisham who desires her wealt ko
R
o
Mr Jaggers is the London lawyer ‘of an exceedingly dark comr\Jexlon with an ex B B
head and a correspondingly large hand’ (p. 83}. He s ham’s lawyer an Q\\}\\\\\\\
‘ B
Pip’s secrét benafactor \§ §
.
Dolge Orlick is a tough, rude jou ith at Joe Gargery’s forge. He i x\\\\\\\\\\\\\%

other people for his own 2
in murdering Baa

e

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

\\\\\

John Wemmick is Jaggers’ clerk. He is the mediator between Pip and Jaggers an &\\\\\\\\&
after Pip in London. \\\\\

(i

\\\\\\\\\

/1% he who makes the grievous attack on N\

//y
//’7///

pierbert Pocket is Matthew Pocket’s son. Pip first meets Herb
estate as a young boy. Years later they are reunited in London
Matthew Pocket and quickly become close friends. He gives Pi

Matthew Pocket becomes Pip’s tutor and teaches him the wa
; relation of Miss Havisham but is not, unlike the majority of her%j
Herbert Pocket wealth.

A,
&

Startop, along with Pip, Herbert Pocket and Bentley Drummle takes tutelage wit
friend of Pip and Herbert and later helps them with Magwitch’s escape. :

%
/

Bentley Drummle is another of Matthew Pocket’s students. He is oafish and uni
must rely on his status and money to assist him in high class society. This gives h
superiority making him hostile towards Pip and others. To Pip’s disappointment
marries Estella. It is believed he mistreats her and she is unhappy in their
marriage. After Drummle’s death eleven years later Pip and Estella reunite. Benti:
Pip’s rival and therefore an antagonist.

Georgiana is the cousin of Matthew and Camilla Pocket. She is another ageing re::
hungry for her wealth.

Molly is Jaggers” housekeeper whom he saved from the gailews for murder. In C
Estella’s biological mother.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Miss Skiffins is the eventual wife of Wemmicks
er. He planned, along with Comp A

Arthur Havisham is Miss Havn*‘ ;
1ig her marry Compeyson. He dies before the

out of large sums of r
by the guilt eyl

ol o

Clara Barleya#®®hoor girl who lives with her father. She eventually becomes the

ig

0g

Education

Caricature — refers to an exaggerated or distorted representation of a person.
Contrast — is an obvious difference between two things when compared.
The Prison Boat — refers to the boat that sailed convicts to Australia where they were to

Spinster — refers to a woman that has never married.
Antagonist — refers to the rival or opponent of the protagonist.
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Analysis of Major Characters

Dickens is famous for his characterisation. This means the way that he creates a

like, through detailed description of their appearance, speech and mannerisms.

Pip

Great Expectations is a Bildungsroman; it fo

into adulthood.

There are essentially two Pips in Great Expe
experienced every
Pip that is rel

and growth of our young protagonist Philip E:

egins by establishing a relationshipé 5

ortraying him as a ‘small bundle of shivers’
instinctively feel sympathetic to and protect
narrator pokes fun at his younger self, this c
emphasise poor little Pip’s naivety and inno

implying that Pip lives in the country and th

his father figure, is a labourer. Another indication of their class is Joe’s colloquial :

As the main character of the novel it is important that we know Pip’s character t
prominent traits, his ambition, and his good conscience. These are established v
influence a lot of the action.

Pip’s innocent outlook on the world highlights his naturally good conscience. W

convict in need of help, he goes out of his way to do so. He is then torn as his go
feel guilty for helping an escaped prisoner and stealing items from his sister.

It helps that Dickens has used the Bildungsroman form as it means he begins wi
infant mind is malleable and whose moral reasoning is unrefined. Because of th

evolve, with its foundations beginning the day he enters Satis House.

Pip is incredibly compassionate and quickly falls in love with the proud,

beautiful, Estella. Through her he unconsciously adopts some of her values and
beliefs. To Pip Estella represents the higher social class and life of luxury that he ..
ook down on his::

wishes to achieve. The traits he inherited from her lear
closest family and friends. At one point he deseriks
‘destructive missile’ that ultimately charg
towards loe and Biddy at some
character as he regre

‘ham days’ as a
Despite his snobbery

ok we still sympathise with his
~‘htmse%f for it. This is a further example of

‘-.\‘“s\
o
Whereas his #0d nature makes him desire moral improvement his ambition
makes him desire social improvement. He has ‘great expectations’ of himself
and tries his hardest to reach them. His expectations are realised when an

anonymous benefactor provides him with a large fortune. However, in the end

Pip’s life experiences lead him to conclude that it is not wealth and success that

bring you happiness but being an honest and moral man.

Dickens must also introduce us to Pip’s Iivingéj
as social class is a theme that runs throughot;
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Estella

Estella is the young and proud girl that b
affection for much of the book. She influ
plays a key role in the development of hi
her that Pip forms his great expectations

Dickens must establish Estella’s class as i
to become a gentleman. He does this thr
dress. She imposes her supposed superio
making frequent jokes at his expense, us
differentiate between the classes in this
whether they ca!! ka‘Jack’ ora‘k
represents ass ideal sheis a

R teal fatheris the escaped ¢

Estella is an orphan, like Pip. She is raised
wealthy spinster, Miss Havisham, who te
cold-hearted and manipulative in order t

This side of her personality is shown for
dispute with Miss Havisham we see Estel
sympathise with her as we are aware she
through no fault of her own.

As a result Estella grows up with the inability to love and interact normally in so
knowing no better, marries Bentley Drummle, a wealthy man who treats her ha
love. By doing this Dickens implies that social advancement and wealth do not
well-being.

When Drummle dies Pip and Estella meet once more and she explains how her s§
has taught her compassion and can now allow her to empathise with Pip.

Miss Havisham

Miss Havisham is the eccentric old spinster who owns Satis
House. She is crucial to the novel and her role influences much of
the action. Miss Havisham is Pip’s first encounter with the higher
social class and she ultimately alters his fate forever.

We are first introduced to her when Pip is requested to play at
her house.

When Pip first meets her he is shocked and

ence. However, when

commontly-associated with 3
i “the whites are yellowing and

Pip looks closeghe

% 9
Miss Havisham shuns the company of her relatives and barely
leaves the candlelit room that Pip first meets her in. This is
significant as Dickens uses light, in particular sunlight, as a
metaphor for love, it is symbolic that Miss Havisham has kept
herself in the darkness as it exemplifies how deeply she has been
hurt and how she now shuns love.

We never hear her addressed by her first name, only by her maiden name, whi
she is not married and never will be.
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Miss Havisham is not cruel, only bitter and raises her adopted daughter to aveng:
Estella for her own selfish purposes it is difficult to hate her character. Dickens

feel sorry for her as she is a victim of a very badly broken heart as a consequen

she had loved her fiancé. \\\\\\\\
e

We feel even more compassion towards her when we learn of the horrendous \\\‘ Q\\\\

resulted in her misery. &%\\i
et

Magwitch x\\\\\\\‘x\\

Our first impressions of Magwitch are formed when Pip stumbles § Boa

across him the churchyard; he is a fierce young escapez
food and in need of a file. chkens;uxtaposes Pip
Magwitch’s harshness in order to ex:
portrayal Dickens has used the

\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

//////f%
B

tirther this

3

B

The misty n intense atmosphere that frightens Pip \\\\\\\\\\\
but which s’ elting for Magwitch’s character. Throughout the (/ \\\\\\@
book the mis®represents uncertainty and ambiguity. =N\ —
R -
Though at first we believe him to be scary he soon reveals a \\\\\
compassionate side and feels forever indebted to Pip for his
) S

kindness. § \

His gratitude and loyalty are hinted at when he lies in order to

protect Pip. Pip also almost manages to bring him to tears twice, \ \\\
showing a compassionate inner nature. \\@\

s
Magwitch’s character acts as a contrast to Estella who has the \\\\\

higher social class status but not the inner nobility. It is ironic, then, that the tw e

\\\\\\\\
Magwitch’s impression is always upon the novel and underlies a lot of the actio
periods where he is reminded of that fateful day in the churchyard which usual
money or his benefactor. This foreshadowing is significant when we discover w
actually is.

Characterisation — the way that a writer creates a vivid sense of what a character is li
of their appearance, speech and mannérisms.

Bildungsroman — novel concerned with the development , education and maturing of a
Retrospective —means to look back ot past events.

Colloquial — refers to informal phroses used in gver
Colloquialisms are often spelled phonetically

Malleable — refers to somathing ac
Moral reasoning — refer

Innate — ref gma o
Qrchai‘c - ol o biten old fashloned cmd not used in modern-day language
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The Pockets

Related to

Jilted

s Friend of | compevson

Orlick

Works with

Brother to

[Committed crime with ]

[Bré:

Uses as revenge

Abel
Miss Havish
o5 Tavisham ~ Magwitch

Y Lawyer to T
[Lawyer s 28 S NS Father of

Adopted
b | daughter of |
MrJaggers [N

k Wother of

Pip (Philip
— .

Laoves

!

Bentley

[Marri‘esJ Drummle
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Analysis of Key Relationships

As is typical of Dickens, relationships between characters in the novel overlap a
connected to each other in many different ways. Dickens uses many of the sign
some of his key ideas and themes, as well as highlighting aspects of individual ch;
relationships with others.

Pip and Joe

Although Joe is Pip’s brother-in-law (as he is married to Pip’s older sister) and n
father figure to Pip. Although Joe himself is not particularly well-educated, he t
about life and trains him to be a blacksmith. Pip learns most from Joe as a resu

welcomes 5K when Pip is ready to return,

Estella and Miss Havisham

Apart from Pip and Joe, Estella and Miss Havisham are the other main parent-c
Havisham adopts Estella and raises her to be cruel and unfeeling, in order to br
revenge on men for Compeyson’s behaviour towards Miss Havisham. Dickens u
despite the fact that people tend to have an innate good or bad nature, this is
during their formative years. Just as Pip’s innately good nature is largely thanks
childhood, Estella’s lack of compassion and her inability to love is a direct resul
brought her up. Like Pip, Estella eventually rejects her parent. However, where
Joe for the loyal and loving person he is, Estella’s maturity causes her to realise
her and reject her completely. Too late, Miss Havisham realises that this is a nat;
in the way she has done.

Pip and Estella
In many ways, Pip and Estella’s relationship is the key one throughout the novel.;i
dominates Pip’s life from the moment he meets her as he is drawn to Estella, des
does not reciprocate his feelings. Although Estella patronises Pip and treats him
he focuses all his energies on improving himself for her sake. As he grows up anc:
marrying Estella which is his motivation for becoming a gentleman. Pip’s feeIings%j
that Miss Havisham may not be his benefactor — he is so desperate to believe tha
Estella that he chooses to ignore any evidence to the contrary. Even when Este
incapable of loving him, Pip still clings to a shred of hope as oes not simply
deliberately makes the ending of the novel ambn e are not sure
have a chance of happiness. :

Pip and Magw:tch
Pip and Maf‘“ ‘ ip opens the novel. Magwitch himself tells Pip that |
_ gure in many ways. Even from their first encounter, he §
for the the’f’t-«-r"the forge and, when he makes his fortune, he provides for Pi
would provide for his son. Pip’s rejection of Magwitch can also, therefore, be see
rejection of a parent as we see in Pip’s rejection of Joe. As Pip realises the erro

and loyal bond with Magwitch and behaves towards him like a son might.
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& Analysis of Key Setting
K9

i

The places where the story is set are significant as Dickens uses his description e \\\\
ideas he wants the reader to be thinking about. In some cases, this is to empha \\\\“\\
theme; in other cases, the setting is used to reflect the action or the feelings of ti \\~ \\\\
\\ g
N\\\\\\\
The story begins in Kent but, specifically, in ‘the marsh country, down by the rive \\\\\‘x\\
twenty miles of the sea’. This is an area Dickens knew well — he lived in Chatham: § - §
\
.
&\\\\\\\\\\\\§
e
ey \ \~\§
childhood dre®¥ss. Iy Great Expectations, Pip is relatlvely content with his lot a S
and only regains his happiness once he returns to Kent as an older man. - \\\\\\g\\
. £ -
The graveyard
This is an ominous place for the story to begin, setting the tone for the narrative %\%\\\\\\\\\
his family members tell us of the hardship and poverty of Pip’s life and the harsh; § §

people at this time. It is a suitably eerie setting for Pip’s first encounter with the
book, Pip returns to the graveyard — a reminder that the story has come full-cir
reflect on the fact that all people will eventually return to a graveyard when th

%
%
\' §

////
L

i

\\\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

The forge
Pip grows up living and working in the blacksmith’s forge owned by his brother-ig:
symbol of the good, honest working-class people who earn a living by the hard w
it represents a moral code that values honesty, integrity and hard work: one w
become a gentleman and later comes into money. It is perhaps significant too t
forging (or making) metal by bending and shaping it, and parallels can be drawn
have over children in this novel, forging the type of people they later become.

Satis House
Miss Havisham’s house is the most iconic and symbolic of all the
settings in the novel. I contrast to the forge, it symbolises the

upper class and Dickens uses it to highlight his theme that
money doesn’t bring happiness: Miss Havusham is %
wealthy person Pip encounters, but she isakix
miserable. As Pip discovers, the n
‘Enough House’ and this
Havisham hacgss
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se means

ct that, while Miss

, she does not have encugh of
everything ‘3};9 . Estella’s dismissiveness of the idea
that the houXs@®Suld be ‘enough’ for anyone emphasises her
materialism but also hersubconscious understanding that Miss
Havisham'’s life is lacking in certain vital areas: love and
happiness. The description of the house itself, along with the
character of Miss Havisham, represents decay and decline. Miss
Havisham has eagerly tried to stop time by stopping the clocks
on that fateful day; however, her ageing body and the decay that surrounds he
that Miss Havisham keeps herself hidden away in darkness further emphasises
light to survive. Instead, Miss Havisham shuts out the light which is symbolic of
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The garden of Satis House is particularly prominent in developing ideas we hav
thing Pip sees. Nature is commonly perceived as green and as a symbol of life;
as ‘rank’ and decaying immediately hint at the nature of the person whose hou
imagery used by Shakespeare in his play Hamlet. It is used by Shakespeare to ¢
mirroring this imagery Dickens is also creating a sense of foreboding. Somethin

London
At the time of writing, London was the biggest city in the world — not just the ¢
the whale of the British Empire. For many people at the time, and for Pip in the
prospertty the place you went to seek and make your fortune ‘However, the

associated with the lawyer Mr laggers, Pip lives with Herbert Pocket in lodgings &
historically, was where law students lived. Pip also accompanies Wemmick on a s
notorious of London’s prisons. Finally, towards the end of the novel, Magwitch i
Dickens uses all of these settings to highlight his theme of criminality and justice
sunlight coming into the courtroom which is discussed in the notes on Chapter 53
Dickens’ point about the difference between the justice of the legal system and
the sentences given to Magwitch and Compeyson at their initial trial reinforces ti:

Wemmick’s ‘castle’

Dickens describes Wemmick’s home in Walworth in vivid detail, making it as cu
although for opposite reasons. The fact that he calls it his ‘castle’ plays on the
home is his castle’ suggesting that, despite his humble status in society, he is th
may again be using this to suggest that it is not riches that bring happiness - W
domestic life with his Aged Parent and, later, in marrying Miss Skiffins. It is also
completely differently at home than he does at work — the advice he gives Pip i
he gives in the other and his personality seems to undergo a complete transfor
here on the Victorian notion of separate spheres, i.e. public (most often associ
(associated with women and the ideal of them as ‘Angels in the House’). Wem
completely separate but the extremity of this perhaps suggests that Dickens is c¢
practicality, or desirability, of this idea. .

The River Thames

The river symbolises freedom, most notably i
leads to the sea, it is the route out of th
beginning. However, during Vi
another novel, L:tt[e Doy,
as Magwitcl .;1

Niagwitch begins hIS
of the world and represe;
e river was incredibly polluted and:;
y sewer”. It was also associated with crime
eans of escape and of transporting stolen goods.
on a fairly r Mvasis and, while some drowned, some had been murdered, adc;
with crimina Magwitch’s escape fails as a result of the criminal Compeyson tig:
suggesting that the promise of freedom was only ever a fantasy, far removed fror:
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@ Themes
%

i

Themes are issues or concerns in a text that are expressed directly or indirectly% e \\\\
3 xg\\
- -
Ambition e \\\\
Dickens uses Pip’s ambition as a way of portraying how compassion, conscience \\ \\\
importance than wealth, class and social advancement. Ambition is split into thr \\\\\Q%
. . . .. i
social, and educational improvement. pe—
I § § §
At the beginning of the novel when Pip is a young boy the, prominen'.c them \\}\\\\\‘\\
|mprovement H:s young mmd has clear-cut idea ad: Magwitch as §\ \\%
i ps Magwitch and from th L *\\\\
dvancement his aspirations for x\\\\\\\\\\\\\§

tell that Pip has m‘afured as his ideas of rig
the convict knowing deep down that heisint

e

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

//y
//’7///

Pip’s desires for social improvement are not witnessed at the very beginning of
his station and knows no better. However, the introduction of Satis House, Miss
into his world becomes the catalyst to his desire for social improvement.

A,
B g

The title arises out of this longing as he begins to believe that he may advance ini
expectations’. This wish is realised when a secret benefactor grants him a large
determination to better himself socially his desire for moral self-improvement is
However, Pip’s life as a gentleman is no more satisfying than his previous life an
way he has acted and once again his aspiration for moral improvement is at the

%
/

As we have seen in the novel Pip’s ‘great expectations’ are only formed after he
in order to become a gentleman he must have a full education. As a young boy h
read and write knowing that it will benefit him greatly. As a young man he takes
order to better himself.

As a Bildungsroman Great Expectations shows Pip’s journey to psychological and:
ambitious nature and with the help of such moral characters as Joe, Biddy and M
educational advancement are not as crucial in life but that ultimately conscience;;
more worth.

Crime and Guilt
The theme of the Iaw cri’me and guilt is not

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

0g

Education

It is Compeyson’s crime that ultimately destroys Miss Havisham and his dealings
Injustice is shown when his gentlemanly appearance in the courts allows him to
lighter sentence.

Another criminal in the book is Orlick who, like Compeyson, is a two-dimensional
and because of this we cannot sympathise with him. Even his infatuation with Bi
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menacingly stalks her and watches her secretly whilst hiding from her view. We .

novel that he is a murderer.

laggers, the law clerk, is portrayed by Pip as a stern and terrifying man. The con
indication that he is as guilty as the criminals he represents.

Dickens portrays the Victorian law system as unjust. Good men are trapped by a

their class and not their crime. Lawyers are just as criminal and prison houses ar

Social Class
The theime of social class at the time when Dickens was writi
desire to become a gentleman as a means to satirisin ‘
the low: criminals {Magwitch), the poor vill
Havishamj. Social class is a major meg

e), the middle class

lass boundaries once he realises that he is no
sy into good and bad; he is now a man that understand

Pip ends up reballir

mind splits 1}&%
and that hxg

Dickens furthers the themes of class, ambition and self advancement through th
gained their money. He has chosen not to include royalists and aristocracy but h
have made their money through hard work and commerce.

a central element in the nov

al standing does not necessarily equal happiness or morality;;

This book is written just after the Industrial Revolution when an increase in the
able to make a fortune by starting factories. The majority of characters in the bo
Miss Havisham’s inherited money came from the brewery attached to her house

Virtue, Love and Loyalty

Dickens continually reinforces the message that character is not about wealth ari
heart. He explores the idea of what makes a person a gentleman. Dickens’ fathes:

becoming bankrupt. Did this mean that he was no longer a good man? Themes
shown and often combine with ideas of virtue. Dickens shows that love underlie

To reinforce that a person’s worth comes from within, Dickens introduces us to
rich to the poor and the criminal. Bentley Drummle is the first obvious character
an indication of virtue. Estella marries him without feeling any love towards him
marriage.

Similarly Miss Havisham is wealthy but unstable and manipulative. Love has ruin
the altar she no longer functions and slowly decays inhe “nbling house amo
marriage.

Mrs Pocket comes from a weal but is a terrible mother. Satire re

the scene with her an

this onIy causes him mlsery.

At the other end of the spectrum we have Magwitch, Joe, and Biddy, the real he
Magwitch devotes his entire life to bettering the life of another and providing hi
himself.

Joe is patient and loving and never doubts Pip, and Biddy is incredibly wise, kind
despite a large age gap and live happily married with two children.
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Joe, Biddy and Magwitch are all loyal to Pip and eventually through these chara
that virtue overrules wealth and that they are not indicative of each other.

Exam extract focus
How does Dickens present the themes of ambition and social class in

‘Look'ee here!” he went on, taking my watch out of my pocket, and turning towards h
recoiled from his touch as if he had been a snake, ‘a gold 'un and a beauty: that's a gentle
round with rubies; that's a gentleman's, [ hope! Look at your linen; fine and beautiful! Lo
got! And your books too,” turning his eyes vound the voom, ‘mounting up, on their shelves,

you? I see vou'd been a reacding of 'em when [ come in. Hi, hu, hu' You shall read 'em to n

languages avot [ don't understand, [ shall be jmt as fprowd as i

\\u" 3

0, [ returned, ‘Never, never!’
Well, you see it wos me, and single-handed. Never a soul in it but my own self and N
‘Was there no one else?’ I asked.

‘No,” said he, with a glance of surprise: ‘who else should there be? And, dear boy, hou
There's bright eyes somewheres - eh? Isn't there bright eyes somewheres, wot you love the tho

O Estella, Estella!

‘They shall be yourn, dear boy, if money can buy 'em. Not that a gentleman like you,

off of his own game; but money shall back you! Let me finish wot I was you, dear boy. Fro
hiringout, I got money left me by my master (which died, and had been the same as me), a
myself. In every single thing I went for, I went for you. 'Lord strike a blight upon it," I says,
for him!" It all prospered wonderful. As I giv' you to understand just now, I'm famous for i
gains of the first few year wot I sent home to Mr. Jaggers - all for you - when he first come

O, that he had never come! That he had left me at the forge - far from contented, yet

‘And then, dear boy, it was a recompense to me, look'ee here, to know in secret that [
blood horses of them colonists might fling up the dust over me as [ was walking; what do [
better gentleman nor ever you'll be!' When one of 'em says to another, 'He was a convict, aif
common fellow now, for all he's lucky,' what do I say? I says to myself, 'If I ain't a gentlem
the owner of such. All on you owns stock and land; which on you owns a broughtup Lond
myself a-going. And this way I held steady afore my mind that I would for certain come on
myself knoun to him, on his own ground.’

He luid his hand on nyy shoulder. [ shuddered at the thought that for anything I kne
blood.

Svn'tsafe. But I held to it
 dast [ done it Dear boy, I do

Tt warn't edsy, Pip, for me to leave them parts, n
[ held, for I was determined, and my mind £

T P T T T € 2 G D T T W S . T S (O - -
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Q Ideas and Messages
K

i

Ideas and messages are broader topics which contribute to the themes of a tex) e \\\\

Human nature \\~ \\\\
Dickens suggests that people have an innate nature, which is who they are, reg \\ &

circumstances. This idea underpins the themes about class and virtue which ru \\\\\\\\Q
Dickens shows that some people, such as Joe, Biddy and Wemmick, are innatel \\\\i\
low status or the hardships of their life. Pip, meanwhile, is also presented asa c %\\\\Q&\\Q
despite the fact that, at periods of his life, he behaves inw hat he is later a s\‘ Q\ .
feels at his actions demonstrate the point that his inp. is good. In the \

Dickens shows that his nature remains inna
shows that other people are innatel
way regardless of the wealt! :
violent toward< Est

/////f%
-

e the fact that he ¢
vy Drummle is portrayed asam
of his background. Even marriage do
that this is a fundamental part of his nature
Compeysor ave immuoral natures which remain constant thro
character o WS 1o illustrate this idea that human nature, once formed, can
her nature is snaped by Miss Havisham to be a cold-hearted and unloving one.

%

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

\\\\\\

B

//y
//7//

\\\\\\\\
aware enough to acknowledge these traits as negative ones, she tells Pip that s S
because she is unable to consciously transform her innate nature. \\\\\
. R
Family § \x
Despite Dickens’ points about innate human nature, he also suggests that fami % §

shaping the kind of person someone is. Although Mrs Joe is undeniably harsh t
which is the main one in his young life and which leads Pip to grow up knowing
that Pip is not truly happy until he is reconciled with Joe towards the end of th

%
%
\' §

////
L

i

\\\\\\\

shaped by the influence of her adopted mother, Miss Havisham, who is solely r \\\\\\\\\§
the cruel and unfeeling girl she becomes. In her case, it is significant that Estell \\\\\

as we believe she may do at the end of the novel, until Miss Havisham is dead a
influence. Meanwhile, Magwitch’s lack of family could perhaps explain why he
fundamentally good nature.

i

x\\\\\\

Contextually, ideas about the importance of family were prominent in the Vict
roles were valued and most of the families in Great Expectations conform to th
household while Joe brings in the money. Later, Joe and Biddy follow a similar
a socially acceptable job for a woman, as teaching was thought of as a female p
portray the Victorian family set-up with Mrs Pocket at home to look after the chix
living. While Miss Havisham and Estella’s circumstances differ greatly from other
Miss Havisham's situation as an unloved, unmarried old woman highlights the i
period.
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Justice and revenge
Ideas of justice and revenge A
legal system (i.e. p

at Expectations. Dickens suggests §
ed out by the courts) is artificial and man-m
= sentences given to Magwitch and Compeyson illu

" Lunlight shines through the window, Dickens reminds us that
dispenser Qf'ue justice. It is this true justice which leads to the brutish Drumm
Herbert and Clara and Joe and Biddy. Magwitch’s death before he is able to be
as the triumph of true justice over legal justice.
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Dickens also uses ideas about revenge in writing the novel. He shows that Miss
ultimately backfires on her. Similarly, it could be argued that it is Magwitch’s d
that leads to his recapture on both occasions. On the other hand, characters su
bear grudges and forgive Pip for his actions towards them, end up happiest ove
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Q Dickens’ use of Langua
ko

It is important that when studying English you look at all aspects of a text. It is k
Dickens uses language in the novel.

The term Dickensian was coined in

o . P Dickensian = in Dickens’ style;
recognition of Dickens’ unique style.

relating to Dickens or his style

Symbolism
Symbolism is when a writer uses something to represent something else either
resemblance ot by association.

Characters’ Names

Dickens also uses the names ¢
character. Certam ch_
certain traitg ‘

symbaolise the nature of that perso
ovel are instantly recognisable as possessin
e or hear their name.

There are m&e® ~xamples of this throughout the novel. Far example, the breakd
to Pip in the first chapter mirrors changes in his character in the course of the n
emphasising his age but as a grown-up and a gentleman when he becomes know
indication of his class. In Chapter 22 Herbert, as a symbol of friendship, gives Pip
explicitly says why: ‘We are so harmonious and you have been a blacksmith —w
charming piece of music by Handel, called the Harmonious Blacksmith.” To Herb
and background.

We also have the names ‘Pumblechook’ who is pompous, Jaggers who is stern a
name connotes ideas of friendship and kindness. Other characters’ names are a
Havisham for example whose title ‘Miss’ forever shows that she is an unmarried
whose first name ‘Abel’ refers to the biblical story of Cain and Abel. In this story
second son of Adam and Eve who is killed by his brother Cain.

Biddy and Estella, the two love interests in Pip’s life, have clashing personalities
through the difference in their names. Biddy suggests a pleasant country girl wh
opposite. It is interesting to note that ‘Estella’ means ‘star’; her name connotes
Pip is literally reaching for the stars.

3
i {éfe Exam extract focus
SO

7 How does Dickens use language and symbolism in the description of
’ ‘ Look particularly at the words in bold.

To be suve, it was a deserted place, down to the pigeonhouse in the breweryyard, wi

its pole by some high wind, and would have made the pige 1k themselves at sea,

w«

1
1
I
1
1
I
1
i
I
t
1
I
1
1
I
1
1
I
1
I
I
1
]
:
; and hold an Enig em)ug,h tn Iﬁok ower it, amf see that the umk gmckn was the garden of th
! with tangled weeds, but that there was a track upon the green and yellow paths, as if s
} that Estella was walking away from me even then. But she seemed to be everywhere. For,
| presented by the casks, and began to walk on them. I saw her walking on them at the end
} back towards me, and held her pretty brown hair spread out in her two hands, and never 1
b view directly. So, in the brewery itself - by which I mean the large paved lofty place in whic
| where the brewing utensils still were. When I first went into it, and, rather oppressed by
E looking about me, I saw her pass among the extinguished fires, and ascend some light ir
1

] overhead, as if she were going out into the sky.
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Settings

Dickens uses settings to symbolise the people who live in that place. For examp
dark and depressing personality while Miss Havisham’s dark and decaying hous
of person she has become. You can find more information on the significance o

Light and Darkness

In Chapter 38, light is used by Estella as a metaphor for love. This use of symbol
Havisham has shut herself away from natural sunlight and love. Darkness is also
to enhance fear. It is often dark when terrifying characters are introduced. The

tricks Pip inte accompanying him back to a small hut by the marshes and attem
literature generally, light and darkness symbolise good and evil and it seems th

this comes abotit. l}‘ YOI md Bwught up NOHT aclopmi daughm urhulw\ in the dark conﬁn
let her know that there was such a thing as the daylight by which she had never once seen
then, for a purpose had wanted her to understand the daylight and know all about it, you

Miss Havisham, with her head in her hands, sat making a low moaning, and swayi

answer.

"Or," said Estella, " - which is a nearer case - if you had taught her, from the dawn o
energy and might, that there was such a thing as daylight, but that it was made to be her
always turn against it, for it had blighted you and would else blight her; - if you had done
wanted her to take naturally to the daylight and she could not do it, you would have been

I
]
I
I
]
I
]
I
]
I
]
]
]
I
]
I
]
l 7"
: angry!
I
]
I
]
I
]
]
]
I
]
I
]
I
I
]
I
]
I

Motifs

A motif is a recurring feature or theme.

Doubles

Dickens has used a doubles motif in Great Expectations to reveal the extent of th:

how common human traits can be shared in very different people. Many of the
mirrored at some point during the course of the book.

There are also two young women in the book who both become love interests
mystery that entice Pip, however it is Biddy’s compassion and loyalty that draw
different women and Pip likes them for two very different reasons; it is therefo
enhanced by doubling.
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Surprisingly Mrs Joe and Miss Havisham, two seemingly unrelated characters, h .
that mirror that of the other:

Doubling effects Miss Havisham
As a woman is slave t
that she frequently r
Both are women Willingly after the break-up from | of the novel: ‘I may t
bound to their houses | her fiancé apron of mine off sin

being a blacksmith’s
bemg your mother’ (

Both mother figures Estella’s adoptive mother
Becomes an invalid after

suffering serious burr
entirely recoy

Becomes aninvalid a

Similar fates
recovers and eventu

Houses represpnt
character »

Keeps a spotless and

Antithesis
Building on the doubles motif, Dickens uses the language technique of antithesis§§
the contrast of ideas or words. It can also be the exact opposite. =

Antithesis is often used in novels to make fine distinctions or to show the
difference in relationship between two opposing objects. In Great
Expectations one of the best examples of antithesis is when Miss
Havisham says, ‘“So new to him,” she muttered, “so old to me; so strange
to him, so familiar to me; so melancholy to both of us!”’ (Chapter 8, p. 59).
This sentence is used to develop the distance between Pip and Miss
Havisham’s social standing but also to enhance Miss Havisham’s age and
miserable character in comparison to the young and sprightly Pip.

Antithesis can be found not only in imager
and situations. The City of London is the aryy
home town and Estella is the antithesis of £
antithesis of Pip, which would explain why
he could also be the antithesis of Startop. i

Active Learning Task
Find other instances of an'rl'rheS|s
within the novel.

The title Great Expectations can itself be seen as an example of antithesis. Pip b
woman of social standing, to be his benefactor. in fact it is her social antithesis,

Anaphora

Anaphora refers to the repetition of ; tp of words at the beginnin

Dickens uses anaphor
reader. Thij

phasis on a phrase and to put forward a mes
mportant in Great Expectations where the narrator mi
character’'s ¥ a. Below is an example of anaphora; in this instance repetitio
to enhance the distance and struggle that Magwitch has had to endure. We also
in society and our initial impression of him is negative:

A fearful man, all in coarse grey, with a great iron on his leg. A man with no hat, and
an old rag tied round his head. A man who had been soaked in water, and smothered i
stones, and cut by flints, and stung by nettles, and torn by briars; who limped, and shiv
growled; and whose teeth chattered in his head as he seized me by the chin.

(Chapter 1, p. 4)
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It is important to note that as Great Expectations was first published in his maga
Dickens has to fill a certain amount of space. It is believed that this is the reason
repetition and listing.

Exam extract focus
In the extracts below identify the use of anaphora and explain its ef

You bring me, tomorrow morning early, that file and them wittles. You bring the lot
yonder. You do it, and you never dare to say a word or dare to make a sign concernin
me; ov any persan sumever, and vor shall be let to tive. Yore fettd, ovvou go from my
smetdl 1t 35, and vour heart and your ver shall be tore ont, voasted, and ate.
{Chapter-1, p. 6)

This extract is taken from near the end
Whether I veally ha been dr

theve; wha they I had

n Pip is drifting in and o
it i.n t}iﬁ dmd of the n;ight, groping ab

AR

one, o X half suspurui rh(m sounds to ba of Y O nﬂ?fmq, whether there had
corner af t:‘u yoom, and a voice had called out over and over again, that Miss Havis

(Chapter 57, p. 461)

Pip’s first encounter with his convict after being made a gentleman:
No need to take a file from his pocket and show it to me; no need to take the handke

for recognition.

(Chapter 39, p. 317)

Hyperbole

Hyperbole means exaggeration for effect.

Dickens uses hyperbole to the same effect as he uses anaphora: to exaggerate a
deepen his/her personality. It is often used to comic effect too. Instances of hyp

Jaggers’ pointer finger:
‘Come!’ said the stranger, biting his forefinger at him. ‘Don't evade the question. Eithe
know it. Which is it to be?’
He stood with his head on one side and himself on one side, in a bullying, interrogative
forefinger at My Wopsle—as it were to mavk him out—before biting it again.

(Chapter 18, p. 134)

Orlick’s slouching:
He was a broadshouldeved loosedimbed
even SGE'mﬂd ta come o his

gredt strength, never in a hu
bt would slouch in as if by mere acciden

Bargemen to eat hi
idea wh
working

(Chapte ™5 112}

And Mrs Joe’s red face:

round his head; no need to hug himself with both his arms, and take a shivering turni:

My sister, Mrs Joe, with black hair and eyes, had such a prevailing redness
of skin, that I sometimes used to wonder whether it was possible she
washed herself with a nutmeggrater instead of soap.

(Chapter 2, p. 8)
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Pathetic Fallacy
Pathetic fallacy refers to the assignment of human (Discussion P

qualities to inanimate objects. This could be physical Dickens employs mars
qualities such as a human shape, or mannerisms. Dickens characterisation, ad
uses a substantial amount of pathetic fallacy and criticism of Dickens

sometimes in the form of the weather. He uses it as a comes at the expen
exaggerates, maki

way of mirroring Pip’s inner world. Below is an example occurs less believab
of pathetic fallacy within the text. You will notice how State your answer u
the skylight has the human quality of a head and that the chrself up.
houses that rise above it ‘peep’ down at Pip, a word

usually associated with people.

Mr Jaggers” room was lighted by sk}h(ghr onl
like a broken head, and the distorted
throtigh. it.

(Chatpter 20, p. 164

The weathe .-
weather is arnidication of stormy, negative and very significant action. The exc
appears just before Pip discovers something very startiing; his terrible mood is

It was wretched weather; stormy and wet, stormy and wet; and mud, mud, mud, deep
day a vast heavy veil had been driving over London from the East, and it drove still, a
Eternity of cloud and wind. So furious had been the gusts, that high buildings in town
off their roofs; and in the country, trees had been torn up, and sails of windmills carri
accounts had come in from the coast, of shipwreck and death. Violent blasts of rain h
of wind, and the day just closed as I sat doun to read had been the worst day of all.

The misty marshes at the beginning of the novel symbolise uncertainty and dan
novel to the same effect. Towards the end of the novel the change in weather
towards life. It seems that the brighter sunnier days appear at the end of the n
misery has been lifted. It serves as an indicator into Pip’s inner world.

Exam extract focus
7 Annotate and analyse the extracts below. What is the effect o
excerpts?

a)  Assoon as the black velvet pall outside my little window was shot with grey, I got u
upon the way, and every crack in every board, calling after me ‘Stop thief!” and ‘Get
was far move abundantly supplied than usial, owang to the season, T was very much

the heels, whom [ vather thought | caught, when my back [f twrned, winking,

(Chapter 2, p. 15)

b) The hune aveather avas delicion

countryside mare beco

barvefoor from distant travel, and whose wanderivgs had lasted many years.

(Chapter 58, p. 477)

[ R P P P P OO R N R O R R N O N O S O B P W W P e
,
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Semantic Fields
Semantic fields are a collection of words that are grouped by theme.

For example, within a piece of text the theme of love may be expressed through
a semantic field. You would, therefore, find words associated with this theme
such as happiness, red, heart, warmth, etc. within the text.

Another way of grouping by theme is by using words that have the same meanins
words such as adoration, tenderness, etc. These words are also known as synony:
words with almost identical meanings; for example, ‘cat’ and ‘feline’ or ’student'%j

hen the narrato
t, withered, ashes, s
antic field of death. To th
ut Miss Havisham's personality and

Discussion Prompt

What theme haos been created
through the use of o semantic field
the opening chopter of Gra
Expectations?
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@ Form
.3@

Form is the type of writing a text is. To comment on form, you need to comment

of writing. Great Expectations is, obviously, a novel but it is also a serialised nov
and a first-person narrative (see Narrative Voice). Considerations of genre are al
form (see Genre conventions).

Cliffhanger endings

Great Expectations was originally published ini serial format in Dickens’ own mag:
ickens needed to;
chissue of the mi

weekly issue would contain one or two chapters of the n
to keepreading the novel so that they would kee

Narrative Voice

The term ‘narrative voice’ refers to the persona telling the story.
One of the most important factors about the narrative voice in
Great Expectations is that our narrator, Pip, is able to convey the
perspective of both his younger self and that of the older narrator.
Rather than passing judgment, Pip exposes his faults in his honest
narration. In the detailed chapter analyses, you can find many
examples of where we hear the older narrator’s voice commenting
on events as they happened to his younger self.

By allowing other characters in the novel to speak for themselves, a large numbe:

characterised without changing Pip’s narrative style. Though this style of narrati
biased, Pip’s likes or dislikes of certain characters are not just shown through pe

convincing as they are shown through the words and actions of these characters:.

personality and role in the novel is shown through her speech: ““Churchyard!” r

me you'd have been to the churchyard long ago, and stayed there. Who brought
I. “And why did I do it, I should like to know?” exclaimed my sister.” From this ext:

believes Pip is ungrateful, despite the fact that Pip himself is the narrator.

Active Learning Task
Dickens estahlishes character by letting each persong speak f
Below is o list of adjectives that describe the way he :
way they speak influence the character's pe

elves and each has
peik, fMatch one of the

Characters Pumblechook v Joe Orlick

snarling stern cold

Adjectivecaas |3
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Genre conventions
It is difficult to pinpoint an exact genre for Great Expectations. In many ways, it
be said to be a tragedy in many ways but it can also be seen to be a satirical no
simultaneously criticises certain serious aspects of society. Dickens is most fam
defined as ‘the literary art of diminishing [...] a subject by making it ridiculous a
amusement, contempt, indignation or scorn.” The butt of satire may be ‘a perso
or even the whole human race’ (M H Abrams and G G Harpham, A Glossary of L
Cengage Learning, 2015).

In the novel Dickens has satirised:

®  The legal system — mainly through the characters of Jaggers, Magwitch an

e  Class snobbery that forms the basis of the book’s ! s rise through th
behaves is an explicit form of satire

*  The education system, which is |

worthless teacher, Mr !

1 the earliest chapters of t

Active Learning Task
There are two types of satire: Juvenalian and Horatian. Juvenalian satire refers to a d
author’s or narrator’s own voice. Horatian satire is gentler and delivered indirectly by ¢
you think Dickens uses2 Can you find an example within the novel and identify what it is

For example: In Chapter 56 Dickens uses Juvenalian satire ‘ (malefactors but not incapable
comments on how all prisoners are perceived as bad and ‘incapable of kindness’, though th
An example of Horatian satire is the charactfer of Miss Pockef, who highlights the misfreatm
system.

However, the novel is also clearly recognisable as a Bildungsroman. It tells the s
of growth and maturity are reinforced throughout the novel. Building on his us
comic relief, Dickens also uses comedy as another way of reinforcing these ideas:
years with fondness and pokes fun at some of the feelings he expresses.
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) Structure
%

i

Structure is the way that the parts of a text are put together and organised. e \\\\
3 \1\\
' - -
Retrospective narrative order & \\\\
As we have seen above, one of the key things about the narrative in Great Expe . \\ &
voice of an older narrator looking back on past events (a retrospective narrative}.: \‘\\\\\Q%
means that the story we are reading is ordered and shaped by the older narrator; \\\\\\\?\%
events are important enough for us to be told about, the order in which those e § o
relative emphasis which should be placed on different - \\}\\\‘\\\
events. Although the story is generally told chron & i
: ) . . L W
showing us a sequence of events over Discussion b %
young adulthood, we see examn Can you think of x\\\\\\\\\\\\\§

where the older n
shapes the way in
do vou think the

e

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

\\\\\

shaping the order of ev

//y
//’7///

Dickens’ order
Although the narrator orders the narrative, we must not forget that Dickens him
In order to meet the requirements of serial publication, Dickens had to ensure t
appropriate length and, as we have seen in the section on cliffhanger endings ak:
wanted to continue reading at the end of each instalment. Controlling the inforn
various plot strands was a key part of this and would have taken careful plannin
in detail and thought carefully about which chapter to place where. We can see

A,
B g

%
/

where Dickens carefully places the comic relief of Wemmick’s wedding immedia &\\\\\\\\x
Magwitch’s arrest in Chapter 54. \\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

Three-volume structure

After serialisation, Victorian novels were generally published in two or three vol
planning the serial instalments, Dickens had to plan the subdivision of the novel
weekly instalments, Dickens had to ensure that readers who bought individual vé:
next volume and he therefore ends each volume at a point where we want to k
Pip about to depart for London to become a gentleman and Volume Il ends with
his benefactor. However, these points of division are also significant because th
story of Pip’s life into appropriate sections for the shape of a Bildungsroman. Th
childhood and adolescence, up to the point when he leaves home, The middle v
makes as he attempts to make his way in the world, unaware of his lack of matu
volume can be seen as his ‘coming-of-age’: the seq nts which cause COPYRIGHT

what is really important in his tife,
PROTECTED

ig

However, y‘éU'MU’ST make sure that what you say about form and structure is relevant t -

about what you know about form and structure (or, equally, context) without explaining
question you are being asked.

0g

Education
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Context

ol

Charles Dickens was born on 7" Februa
second child of seven born to John and

His early childhood was relatively carefr
attended a private school. At the age of
and moved to London.

n1824, When Charlzzwas 12, his father
iisimother and six sib
oy, was sent to work.

This was not uncommon, and for three
working in a blacking warehouse where
shoe polish. The conditions were abysm
Dickens’ later novels and essays.

Eventually, after inheriting a sum of mo
their debt and left prison. Charles soon
became a law clerk and then a court rep
him insight into legal procedures and informed many of his later literary works).
first novel The Pickwick Papers was published. From then on he dedicated his lif
novels and many more short stories, essays and plays. He died in 1870 at the ag

Literary Context
Charles Dickens became one of the most prolific writers of his time and is still a

comments on poverty and social class are particularly valid as he experienced thi

indication to readers today of the horrendous conditions of the poor and their s

Dickens portrays universal themes that are relevant to everyone all over the wo
are still incredibly exciting and relevant to readers today.

Great Expectations is believed to be semi-autobiographical as Pip’s experiences
Dickens’ own life. An example of this is his dislike for his job and his rise through
familiar to modern readers, the idea of social class was particularly prominent i
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Q Victorian Culture and Great Exp
%

i

i
Class @\\
The term ‘social class’ refers to a person’s status in society. Great Expectations i¢ E -
when social class influenced almost every aspect of a person’s life. \\\ Q\\\\
\\ \\\

At this point class was not exclusively limited to a child’s birth as it had been bef¢ \\\\\Q%
dependent on it. Joe in Great Expectations is a blacksmith and Pip’s social stan \\\\\\\\?\%
Blacksmiths were among the working classes but had a higher place in society t § Gon
Victorian period, work for the lower classes often involve sive labour. \%\\\w\\\

g,
.

e introduction of new
eding them} brought about a dré
 0f the United Kingdom. it enabled manufa
created]obs for ail classes. Magwitch, Miss HaV|s

In the late eighteenth and early nineteer}
machines as opposed to the mat
economic and culturai r '

e

&\\\\\\\\\\\\%

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

e

///i’
/f’f///

prosperous pa®
Similarly Pip moves from his marshland home of Kent to the big city of London
classes.

s

e

Kk\

x\\\\\\

i

Thiz seos opieds @ Victonion acksmiles forge, Thase
wige warked gmongst S g prave i a et anithy

The city struggled to deal with the huge surges of people migrating every day an:
working conditions were often atrocious. It is no surprise then that life expecta
Charles Dickens himself wrote of the plight of the lower classes: ‘wretched houss
with rags and paper; every room let out to a different family, and many instanc

It was rare for people to rise through the classes, as Dickens and Pip did, but it w;
difficult to determine what it is exactly that distinguis! sses. Not only
but the cultural differences as well. This woulr!
‘gentlemanty’ arts by Matthew Pocket
education is compulsory i in R
struggles but is per

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

xp ctations education is closely
as a poor child in Victorian England:
s an education is key to his becoming a ge
Biddy has t ';1 : d and write by the end of the novel, which he does w
illiteracy is {8 : gred is through his speech — 'Manners is manners, but still your
phonetically s6 that the reader can pronounce the words the same way that Joe:

ig

0g

Although Matthew Pocket trains Pip to be a gentleman, it is difficult to define wk ;
Education |

making the assumption that all gentlemen had the same traits and personalities.
thought of as being kind, rich, gentle, chivalrous and calm, yet we can see in chat
that these qualities, though expected, were not always present. In comparison J¢
and kind-hearted fits all of the characteristics yet is not a gentleman because of £
inclusion of two such characters and situations is Dickens’ way of showing how ¢
also a further way of portraying that it should be virtue that makes a man a gent;
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In addition to education an
wear in the novel indicate t
gentleman Pip would have

clothing that he may never
city of London. London was
fashion capitals of the worl
top clothes and hats were d
of the city as a way of imply
Typically a Victorian gentle
coat, waistcoat and hat; in f

rying colours and fabrics.
1840s meant that silk beca
inexpensive, making it the f

ession. For example Pip, in Chapter 8, becomes aware of his
Estella, in hed .,-;é,‘ pretty dresses, mocks him. Similarly Mrs Joe, the housewife,
not only stands as a symbol of her class but as a sign of her position in
the household. As a woman she would have been expected to look
after the house and all the members she lives with; in this case, Joe and
Pip. In contrast, Miss Havisham’s rich white laces and fabric act as an
indication of her class. Magwitch, meanwhile, wears the uniform of
prisoners, a coarse, grey outfit with an iron attached to his leg to stop
him from escaping when he is being moved. One of the purposes of a
uniform is to deter individuality. It is also a way of setting a prisoner
apart from other members in society; it belittles and disparages them.

Crime and Punishment
In a lot of Dickens’ work he criticises the justice system and we witness this gre
Magwitch’s storyline.

Magwitch is sent to Newgate Prison, a real-life prison that
was situated in the heart of London. It was notorious for its
stench and terrible conditions and was said to be ‘an
abominable sink of beastliness and corruption’ by Sir
Stephen Jansen, a stationer lord mayor.

Prisons at'the time were privately run and thus many items
could be bought; for example, a better room with a visiti
maid or the freedom to roam the grounds, tho
prisoners could not afford these luxurins
with little light, few clothes arg
sections in the prison; &

were two
a’ for the poorer
her who could afford

for the ric

Charles, were sent to live in prison with him too. Charles was sent to work in a
This set-up was not unusual as whole families, including children and even thei
children who were born in prison to a couple who had met inside were often se
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chances of leading a good life were minimal
and their standard of living just as bad. As
people could not leave prison until they paid
a departure fee, poorer prisoners and
debtors were often stuck in prison far longer
than they should have been.

i
W

G

i
e

o

gate was rife with disease and few _
prisoners actually made it to their execution \‘\\\\Q§
day as infectious diseases such as typhus \\\\é\\\\%
were spread among the inmates through lice § Gon
and fleas. Families had to pay for the body of \\}\\\‘\\\\
a family member who had died inside the §\ .
prison and until they paid the body was I5 \ *\\1
to rot inside the cell. Newgate ha i \\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
overwheiming stench thi: ) e
would have | mmer. Q\?\\\\\\\\\

G

8
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W

i

o
e

Q'
%,

i

ol

s
| *

o
S

m@
s N
iy

Executions, ™ pecifically hangings, were held outside the front of the priso
however, hangings were moved to within the prison and prisoners were hange
last execution was in May 1902, the year the prison was demolished.

To conclude then, the content of Great Expectations has been greatly informed k
context. Dickens satirises many aspects of Victorian society, mainly the legal sy
doing this he highlights to his readers flaws in society that he believes must be
difficult to understand Dickens’ experiences but his writing helps us to at least
helps to make his novels as popular today as they were in his lifetime.

i

A,

i

sy,
|
»

i

i

Context — in terms of literature, refers to the background affairs in which an incident o

info intertextual or historical references.

Universal — refers to something that is understood worldwide.

Socioeconomic — means something involving economic (financial affairs) and social (hu

interaction) factors.

Manufacturer — Is a producer of goods from raw materials. Goods are usually on a la

individually.

Industrialist — refers to the owner or top manager in an industry.

Plight — refers to an unfortunate, dangerous or difficult situation.

Cultural/culture — refers to people that share similar beliefs, attitudes and practices.
Qiterate — refers to someone who is unable to read or write.
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Q Glossary of Key Terms
%

i
W

G

i
e

Key Term Meaning

Anonymous means unknown. i .
— G

Anaohora refers to the repetition of a word or a group of Q\\\\\\% g

R successive sentences or lines. S
Antagonist refers to the rival or opponent of the protagon T

Antithesis is the contrast of ideas or words. 5L B

Archaic words are often old-f2 and not used in i, \\\\\\\\\\\\

: ™

. is a novel the development, ed E W

Bildungsroman : P A "%

&\\\\\\\\\\\\§

- " R

Caricature ++t0 an exaggerated or distorted represen S

is the way that a writer creates a vivid sense of \\\\\\

Character ¥ ~ & \

i

detailed description of their appearance, spee

s

8
\\\\\\\\\\\

Cherubic means like a cherub/angel. N
R
. refers to informal phrases used in everyday life \\\\\*\\\\\\\
Colloquial L - T s
example would be ‘ain’t nothin’. Colloquialism
Connote is to imply something. M
in terms of literature, refers to the background | &
Context . . S .g % %\\\\‘
occurs. it can give a reader insight into intertex M
Contrast is an obvious difference between two things w \\\\\‘\ f%\
-
Cultural/culture refers to people that share similar beliefs, attit \\\\\\\\
Dickensian means in Dickens’ style; relating to Dickens or w
Ensue means to follow as a result of something. \\\\\Q\\\\\@
= .
Explicit refers to something that is obvious. \\
. means to alter or arrange the focus. In literatu
Focalised . .
narration being told by one character but conc
Foreboding is similar to the word ominous. It implies that s
Form is the type of writing a text is.
Hyperbole means exaggeration for effect.
llliterate refers to someane who is unable to read or wr
Industriatist refers to the owner or top manager in an indus
Innate refers to something rri with. COPYRIGHT
; ; isasubtler nother text (novel/pla
Intertextual reference PROTECTED

svious parallel.

Journeyman “to a dealer or crafter who has complete

Juxtapositg means to place side by side, especially in comp

Malleabie

| refers to something easily moulded or influenc

ig

is a producer of goods from raw materials. Good

Manufacturer large industrial scale but sometimes individuall a

Moral reasoning refers to your personal interpretation of things Eé 9
Motif refers to a recurring element. ucation
Ominous means to give the impression that something b

Pathetic fallacy is the act of assigning human traits and emotio

Plight refers to an unfortunate, dangerous or difficult
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Key Term

Meaning

Plot

is the storyline of a text (novel/play etc.) The p
which tend to be connected. Other events, wh
connected to the main storyline, can sometim
additional storyline, perhaps featuring other ¢
text.

Prison boat

refers to the boat that carried convicts to Aust
their jail sentences.

Protagonist

is the main character.

Providence

refers to God’s activity and involvement in the

Retrospective

means to look back at

Rhetorical

Semantic field

Simultaneous

is a questio

NS at the same time.

Socio-ecot

means something involving economic (financia
welfare, organisation and interaction) factors.

Spinster refers to a woman who has never married.
Structure is the way that the parts of a text are put toget
. is when a writer uses something to represent s
Symbolism .
resemblance or by association.
Themes are issues or concerns in a text that are expres
Universal refers to something that is understood worldw
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% Further Reading

i

Here are some books you might want to read to find out more about Dickens, e \\\\
ideas about Great Expectations. \\\\\\

Books about Dickens and the Victorian era: EQ\\\\\\\

i R

®  Claire Tomalin: Charles Dickens: A Life. London: Penguin, 2012. \\§

This book gives a good account of Dickens’ life and works. gy

*  Andrew Sanders: Authors in Context: Charles D;ckens Oxford: OUP, 2009. & B oE
' ‘\

\

/////f%
-

Books about Great Expectati
* Nicolas Tredell (ed) ch

%

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\'

i

‘Great Expectations {icon Guide). Lon
This book is 2 1€ literary criticism of the novel from when it wa
e Dougl ) Charles Dickens: Great Expectations (Critical Stud
This bo¥ e ‘thorough critical study of the novel, offering some interesting;

/ff///

\\\\\\\
Here are some websites for you to do some of your own further research on D w\\*‘
. s
Websites dedicated to Charles Dickens: \%\“\\\\\\\
e  www.charlesdickenspage.com - §\ |
This is a site dedicated to the life and literary works of Charles Dickens, very§§ \ &

information on his background.

\\\\

,%

¢ www.dickens-online.info 5
‘The Works and Life of Charles Dickens.’ b\\\\\\\\g

S # \ .

\\\\

Websites dedicated to the Victorian era:

e  www.victorianlondon.org
This website is incredibly useful for furthering your understanding of the p
newspaper articles, photographs and adverts that cover a large number of
entertainment, murder, punishment, fashion, police, childhood, photograp
drink, and education, to name a few!

*  www.victorian-era.co.uk
Further detailed information on Victorian history.

*  www.victorianweb.org

\%\

\\\\\\\\\

literary genres and techniques popular in the period.
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& Answers
ko

i

Some suggested content and answers for some of the activities in the Chapter R \\\\
: P
- -
C!\apte.r 1 \\\\\ \‘%\\\\
Discussion prompt \\ \\
Discussion should focus on the way that Magwitch is presented as a frightening and thr \\\\\\\\\
consider how the fact that Pip is a child at the time makes Magwitch seem more frighte \\\%
Exam extract focus e
; . . e . B oo
Students shauld explare the connotations of the colours and significance of the word ‘a o8 e

likening of Magwitch to a pirate (a criminal figure) and a dead
fear and our impression of him as a frightening and thrags

\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

e
\\\\\\\\

//////f%
a4

Chapter 2
Discussion prompt

B

kesis shows Pip’s guilt through the fact that his thoughts;
that he dreams about the conseguences, techniques suc
is repeated description of the ‘mortal terror’ Pip finds himself i

//i'

Essay questioir™

Students should identify the main idea that, through use of the older narrator, Dickens \\\\\\g\\
perspective and commentary on the events the young Pip experiences. Students should \\\

the text to show where we hear the voice of the older narrator and comment on the ef

Bejlow are sgme exa.mplles: \*\\\\\\\\
‘Since that time, which is far enough away now, [ have often thought that few people k § | |

young, under terror.” The narrator states explicitly that he is commenting on something

‘No matter how unreasonable the terror, so that it be terror. | was in mortal terror of th
and liver’. The repetition of ‘my terror’ and ‘mortal terror’ is Dickens’ way of imitating a
the older narrator poking fun at his younger self.

‘I was in mortal terror of my interlocutor with the iron leg; | was in mortal terror of mys

been extracted; | had no hope of deliverance through my all-powerful sister, who repulse; &\\\\\\\\s
think of what | might have done on requirement, in the secrecy of my terror.” The use of \\\\

‘interlocutor’ shows us that this is an educated voice and not that of a young boy. The e
are hearing the story retrospectively.

Kk\

x\\\\\\

Chapter 3

Discussion prompts :
Discussion should focus on the theme of guilt itself and the idea that characters who fee
guilty than those who do not feel guilt (for example, Miss Havisham and Compeyson). S
guilt highlights his innate good nature and also his naivety.
With regards to the convict, students should note how Magwitch appears as less terrify
However, his aggression returns when Pip tells him about the other man he saw on the

Chapter 4

Discussion prompt
Students should consider how Pumblechook is presen
here. They should discuss how our imprassion n;
Pumblechock pompous) and also th
particularly like or admire, faw

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

impus character thro
by the fact that Pipis t
~haracters respond fo him, e.g. M

Chapter 6
Discussion p .
Students shour think about what this chapter adds to our understanding of the relatio
Structuratly, Dickens includes this here, a couple of chapters before Pip’s first visit to Sa
about Joe before he meets Miss Havisham and Estella.

Essay question

As an overview, students’ answers should relate to the closeness of the relationship be
comment on some of the following: Pip cares about what Joe thinks of him; Pip loves Jo
truth; Joe cares about Pip (carries him home when he’s tired); the contrast between th
and the relationship between Pip and Mrs Joe.
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Chapter 7
Discussion prompt

Students should examine the way that Dickens ridicules Mr Wopsle and his aunt’s meth
students. They may also explore the fact that Pip does not seem to be learning much as
receiving.

Chapter 8
Discussion prompt

Students should focus on the way that Dickens creates a mysterious and suspenseful m
of Satis House and Miss Havisham herself. The overwhelming fact that we do not know
to visit, and we do not get a satisfactory answer in this chapter, also adds to the suspen

Exam extract focus

Students should explore how the semantic field of death and b
almost dead on the outside}. Her life effectively ended wh

Essay question

ggests that Miss
jilted at the altar.

Students should comment on specific ex
dress she wears indicating her clas

“tragic past; the decay of all the objects around

y Miss Havisham is presented
suggesting purity and innocence

yellowing and damaged
the significancogas

eiself away from the wortid and sunlight in the room.

Chapter 9
Discussion prcmpt

Students should consider that Pumblechook and Mrs Joe are desperate to believe in th
House, as she is the wealthiest person in the neighbourhood, and they are keen to asso

Chapter 10
Discussion prompt :
Students should discuss how the stranger deliberately uses the file to show Pip that he ki

convict. The image of the banknotes in the place Mrs Joe puts them symbolises Pip’s gu
of what he has done. Joe’s response to the banknotes shows us that he is an honest an

Chapter 11
Discussion prompt

Students should consider how Jaggers is described in a way which might seem quite int
appear to frighten Pip. This reflects the way that he appears throughout the novel — he
of people, but does not terrify. He also seems here to be quite inquisitive and perceptiv
(as part of his job is to question and interrogate in court). Students should also conside
‘nothing’ to him at this point: in many ways, Jaggers blends into the background but he
novel as he orchestrates the wishes of his clients and is responsible for organising the m

Chapter 12
Discussion prompt

Students may disagree on whether or not it is reasonable for Pip to assume this. Discus
wants to believe it so much that he ignores any evidence which might suggest the oppo

Chapter 14
Discussion prompts

Students should consider the fact that th
hard work, which originally Pip saw
‘common’ as he has heen exns

31 0f Pip's childhood and his wi
anhood and independence’. Now
ass attitudes towards manual work.

ye who unconsciously stops Pip from feeling that he
t to upset him or let him down.

Chapter 15
Essay question

As an overview, students should identify that Orlick is presented in a negative light in th
specific details to show how Dickens has done this: the way his name (Dolge Orlick) sou
Dickens draws between Orlick and Cain / the Wandering Jew; Orlick’s attitude towards
and behaviour towards Pip; Orlick’s attitude and behaviour towards Mrs Joe; the hints
who attacked Mrs Joe; the way Orlick speaks; the fact that he appears out of the darkn
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Chapter 16
Exam extract focus

Students should explore how Dickens ridicules the abilities of the police as well as their
including the way that they ‘take their drink’ rather than ‘taking’ the person who comm

Discussion prompt

Students might consider that Mrs Joe is trying to indicate that Orlick is the one who has
whether she is trying to appease him because she is still frightened of him.

Chapter 17
Discussion prompt

Students might explare whether Pip has feelings for Biddy at this point in the novel, wh
himself. They might consider whether Estella is simply a fantasy for Pip at this point an

Chapter 18
Discussion prompt

Students may disagree on whether or no
choosing to ignore the evedenc we
think that Miss Hawsham i

for Pip to believe this. They m
suit what he wants to believe. His feeli
11 1o marry her.

Chapter 18
Discussion piy
Students might consider the extent to which it suits Miss Havisham to let Pip believe she:
to keep believing he has a genuine chance with Estella so that he will be even more hur
her.

Students should discuss how the tone varies in these last two pages. In many ways, the
embarks on his adventure. However, there is also a definite sense of sadness at the end
a way. The older narrator adds to this sense as we get the feeling that he is judging his
towards leaving home.

w»‘ "

Chapter 20
Discussion prompt

Students should focus on how Jaggers’ office is described here and how it makes him s
focus on the way that his array of clients behave towards him and how this adds to our
His manner of dealing with them also makes us more aware of his precision and intellig
who keeps secrets.

Chapter 21
Discussion prompt

Students should consider the coincidence of Pip meeting Herbert again at this point, whé¢
Satis House. Again, they should discuss whether Pip is merely choosing to believe that
because he wants this to be true.

Chapter 22
Discussion prompt
Students should discuss how Herbert clearly doesn’t think much of Miss Havisham and
them and guite blunt in his opinion of them.

Students should discuss how Mrs Pocket is presented as a
the depiction of her as someone who is completely se

character but th
the extent that s

Chapter 23
Discussion prompt

and the relatiaiish 1;3 between Joe and Mrs loe.

Chapter 24
Discussion prompt
Students should consider how Jaggers is presented as an authority figure here and the sé:
character is strengthened when he is seen in action in the courtroom.

With regards to Wemmick, students should consider how he is presented as loyal to M
He seems to be an honest and hard-working person, much like Joe, although his type o
However, he is obviously gossiping with Pip here and students might explore whether t
committed as he seems to be.
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Chapter 25
Discussion prompt

Discussion should focus on how the castle, like Wemmick’s domestic life, is used for co
how it is over the top, much like Wemmick himself in terms of his attitude towards kee
Discussion might also focus on the significance of Wemmick’s home as the highlight of
most he can ever achieved as a clerk, and he values it much more highly than it is actua
Exam extract focus

Students should focus on exploring how Drummle is presented in an over-the-top way
and personality are exaggerated. The metaphor of him as an amphibious creature cree
is a sinister element to his character and the idea of him sneaking up on Pip reflects the
engaged to Estella behind Pip’s back.

Chapter 26
Discussion prompt

Obviously, Molly’s wrists are suspicious as we do nat ¢
them makes it more suspicious and the fact

Chapter 27

sympathetlc towards him.

Chapter 28
Exam extract focus

Students may comment on any of the words and phrases in bold. They should focus, in
feels physically affected by the presence of the convicts (suggesting his fear of them), t
(‘marrow’) and eating away at him (‘acid’). Students may also discuss Pip’s paranoia he

Discussion prompts

Students should understand that Pip is not particularly surprised to discover that Pumb
fortune.

In considering the reasons for Pip’s sense of fear and guilt here, discussion should aim to:
his feelings towards Joe, the encounter with the convicts or his impending visit to Miss

Chapter 29
Discussion prompts

Students should consider how the portrayal of Miss Havisham as a witch here makes he
figure than just a sad and lonely old woman. It is worth considering whether anything i
sympathetic towards her.

Students should be able to justify their choice for the emotions they choose.

Chapter 30

Essay question
Students should comment on some of the following: the fact that Pip’s relationship wit
Estella, which suggests worship rather than real love; Pip is materialistic because he wa
and Clara have a mutual love for each other; Herbert and Clar sninking practically
what needs to happen bhefore they can marry; Herbert kn sto achieve a cer
not materialistic when it comes to choosing a w:fe ho iHerbert feel miserable
he knows Estella doesn’t return his feel I 4se he can't marry Clara at this,
Discussion prompt

Students should conside
being happy wisah

; fying to suggest that Pipis ungrateful and wa
given.

Chapter 31 TG
Discussion prompt

Students should consider how the fact that it is a bad performance means Pip fails to b
last chapter. It is playing on his mind because, deep down, he is aware that he has don
advancement. The tragic element of the play also adds to Pip’s unease — the play ends i
feeling far from upbeat.
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Chapter 32
Discussion prompt

Students should consider how Pip’s visit to the prison, which repulses him and makes h
to the way he views Estella: he is attracted to her and almost worships her. However, it
that his exposure to Estella also taints him in terms of his attitude towards life.

Chapter 33

Discussion prompt

Students may differ in their opinions here. Some may feel that Estella is the victim here

Miss Havisham.

Exam extract focus

Students should focus on the impression created of Estella through the way she appears:

impression Pip has of her. Some points might include:

e The fact that Pip notices her furred travelling-dres

e His admiration of her as ‘beautiful’ but aisc "dalic
perhaps has a desire to protect her
The way she quickly returns t of ordering Pip arcund (‘she poi
The effect Estella ha ok e is around, he forgets ‘everything but hers
The way sbhaas to'give him orders — This is my purse, and you are to p

&sting he senses her vu

e acknowledges that, although Pip has no choice but to do as she s
matter: W& nave no choice, you and i, but to obey our instructions. We are not fr
I.” This is her first open acknowledgement of the fact that they are both pawns in
her growing understanding of the situation.

e Thesignificance of the fact that Estella says this ‘slightingly, but not with displeasu
although she is dismissive of Miss Havisham’s plans, she has not yet reached the p

. Estella conducts herself in a robotic way, without involving herself emotionally in
through mine, as if it must be done’.

Chapter 34
Discussion prompt

Dickens presents Pip and Herbert as immature characters here, who are financially inco
practical skills. The concept of them ordering expensive food and drink to fortify them
deliberately ridiculous, as is the idea that Pip feels he is accomplishing something simpl
actually repaying them. The older narrator adds to this sense of ridicule as he is effectiv
meaning that we do not feel as unsympathetic as we otherwise might.

Chapter 36
Discussion prompt

Students should consider that Dickens wants to keep the convict storyline alive in the r
resolution of the plot. The fact that this is often mentioned in relation to Pip’s fortune a
foreshadowing what he will discover later. Students may differ in their opinions about
worth discussing the significance of the fact that the book was initially published in seri
readers would, therefore, be more likely to forget characters and events from earlier ch
again later on.

Again, students may disagree in their opinion of Pip at this point. The fact that he want
the argument'that he isinnately a good person, although others may argue that it is Pip
first place.

Chapter 37
Discussion prompts

Students may consider whethe
credit. He may also want

Pip wants to do the vight thing, rather t
HEr but be worried that Herbert is'too proud to ac

smic aspects of the way the relationship between Wemm

Chapter 38
Essay question

As an overview, students should identify that the relationship between Miss Havisham
down and there is tension between them in this chapter. They may comment on some
behaves towards Miss Havisham; the sunlight metaphor Estella uses to describe the eff
Miss Havisham’s surprise when Estella behaves towards her with coldness; the effect o
Havisham; the impression we get of why both Miss Havisham and Estella behave in the
relationship between Miss Havisham and Estella; the fact that the two women appear t
chapter.
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Discussion prompt

Again, students may disagree here. Some may feel that Estella might not believe Pip be
her and may be jealous of Drummle. Others might feel that Estella simply doesn’t care
she is incapable of loving anyone she ends up marrying. Students might also consider w
feels that she deserves to be married to someone like Drummle, rather than hurt someo;

Chapter 39
Discussion prompt

Students should explore how this quote suggests Pip has a very black-and-white view o
worth considering how this contrasts with what Dickens suggests his own view is in the

Chapter 40
Discussion prompt

Students should discuss the range of options open to Pi
should be able to justify what they think Pip will do ne

g Magwitch escap

Chapter 41
Discussion proimpt

Students shotilg ort’s attitude towards Magwitch is fairly similar to P

Chapter42 +
Discussion prompts
Students, in general, should identify how the story Magwitch tells here makes us (as we

sympathetic towards him. They should consider how Dickens uses the story to suggest
and shows that Magwitch is not necessarily to blame for having fallen into a life of crim
Dickens is making here about how people (such as Pip and Herbert in the previous chap
they know the full facts of their case.

The extra details bring the different strands of the plot together. Students should also ca;
terms of making us feel less sympathetic towards Compeyson and, perhaps, more sympa;

Chapter 43
Discussion prompt

Students may vary in their opinions here. Some may feel that Pip returns because he is
away, or that he is worried about what might happen to him in helping Magwitch escap
never see Estella again. Others might feel that, now he knows the truth about his bene
Havisham or see if there is any hope for him marrying Estella.

Chapter 45
Discussion prompt
Students should focus on how Pip’s feelings towards Magwitch have clearly changed he

Chapter 46
Discussion prompt

Students should explore the general sense of unease that pervades this chapter. Despite
making plans to help Magwitch escape, we cannot help but feel thasthese will go wrong;

Chapter 47
Discussion prempt

Students’ opinions are likely to and this should be an interesting topic

Students shol'® dentify the facts about Molly’s past which match with what Pip knows
parentage, as well as the hints we have had when Pip sees both Molly and Estella and t
would be worth students discussing whether Pip is more rational in coming to this conc
the conclusion that Miss Havisham was his benefactor. Is his conclusion about Molly ba

Chapter 49
Discussion prompt

Again, this is an open topic for discussion and students’ opinions are likely to vary. They
Havisham feels guilty enough to commit suicide or whether it is an accident, which Dick
natural justice in the world. It would also be worth discussing why Dickens leaves it unc
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Chapter 50
Discussion prompts

As in Chapter 48 above, students should consider what has led Pip to come to this conc
conclusion.

Students’ opinions may, again, vary widely but they should be able to argue their case.

Chapter 51
Discussion prompts

Students should discuss how Estella’s origins are a commentary on how class is a const
novel, she has been perceived as a wealthy member of the higher classes, when in actu

members of the criminal tinderclass. Her class is, therefore, a social construction and the:

education, rather than the class she was born inte. Dickens is using
possible. in a similar way, her arigins as the child of eriminals

is to make a point
interesting point

Chapter 52
Discussion prompt

Students should discuss what has changed to make Pip regret his behaviour towards Jo
he has an option to leave the country here and begins to feel nostalgic towards his chil
of what he has found out about Estella’s heritage and the realisation that class and virt
to be. Additionally, it may be as a result of the increased sympathy he now feels toward
parallel character to Joe (as a father figure to Pip).

Chapter 53
Discussion prompt

Again, students may disagree in their opinions here. Discussion should focus on the fac
motives do not seem particularly realistic. However, it is worth considering that Orlick i
character who embodies evil rather than a fully convincing character in his own right.

Chapter 54
Discussion prompt

Students should consider how Magwitch is suggesting that the future is impossible to p
content here to let things happen as they will.

Chapter 55
Discussion prompts

Students should consider how Pip feels that he has a bond with Magwitch and a loyalty
taking Herbert up on his offer.

Students should also explore how Pip is feeling despondent throughout this chapter, as ¢

for him.
Opinions may vary here about the effectiveness of thi

Chapter 57
Discussion prompt
Again, studeniii
sense or wh i
him. Does he'¥8

tir opinions of Pip's feelings for Biddy. It is worth discussi
martry her because shie stands for stability and domesticity?

Chapter 58
Discussion prompt
Discussion should focus on Pip’s sense of nostalgia and homecoming here. It is significa

changed on this return compared to his previous trips home and feels that he has underg

clearly symbolises the personal journey of growing up and discovery that he has actuall
with the parable of the Prodigal Son in the Bible where the repentant child returns hom
welcomes him with open arms.

eels very strong affection for her, as a childhood friend and sog
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Chapter 59
Discussion prompts

Students’ opinions will vary but they should consider what each ending suggests and ho
reader.

Again, this is an interesting topic for discussion!
Exam extract focus

Students should focus on the way that the setting is symbolic in both a negative and a
crucial element here; for example, in the description of the weather. The setting is also
of new plants.

Themes
Exam extract focus
Students should focus on how Dickens highlights the themes aof an

some of the following points:
. Magwitch’s admiration of Pip’s possessio
Magwitch's betief that Pip’s books / i

which deffie the d:fference between the classes
e The fact that Pip is repulsed by Magwitch suggests that, like the people Magwitch
their origins and social class. This reflects the prejudices of society and implies tha
enough to allow for social mobility.

Settings
Exam extract focus

Students should comment on how Dickens uses the language of decay, neglect and isolat

that symbolises Miss Havisham in this extract. They may comment on any of the highlig

Light and darkness
Exam extract focus

Students should comment on the use of language and how light is used as a metaphor

e ‘the dark confinement of these rooms’ —love is shut out from Satis House and Est
the house. The ‘dark’ is symbolic of a life without love.

e ‘the daylight by which she had never once seen your face’ — the suggestion here is
really are and love, too, allows people to know each other properly.

®  ‘tounderstand the daylight and know all about it’ — the idea here is that you canno

never been exposed to, however natural a thing it is (as both the daylight and love
naturally to it” later in the extract, emphasising that there should be a natural inst
Havisham has destroyed this.

U Estella then continues to explore how Miss Havisham has taught her that love will k
as a metaphor. Students should comment here on the choice of words such as ‘bligs:
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