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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed for teachers who have chosen To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee as a set
text for the English Literature specification. Under the new exam specifications, To Kill a Mockingbird
appears as a listed text within the framework of understanding literature as a product of a different culture.
As a result, this pack has been specifically tailored to assisting students in their understanding and
utilisation of historical and literary context to fulfil the specifications of their ‘Different Cultures’
examination. The specifications of this examination, including the relevant assessment objectives expected
to be fulfilled by students, are all clearly and carefully detailed in the following few pages to help
familiarise students with what is expected of them in their exam.

As a way of easing students into their interaction with Harper Lee’s text, this resource begins with a plot
summary of Lee’s text, which progresses to a detailed chapter-by-chapter review and analysis of the novel.
Within this section, key pages, quotations and vocabulary within the novel have been extracted to aid
students in their detailed analysis and understanding of the text. Throughout this section and all others in
the resource, a number of active learning tasks, discussion prompts, debate tasks, media tasks, and, of
course, ‘Different Cultures’ related contextual material have been provided.

After students have been taken through the novel chapter by chapter with a fine-tooth comb, this resource
then moves on to fleshing out key literary and linguistic devices used by Lee throughout the novel through
a ‘whole-text analysis” approach. This includes an in-depth analysis of Lee’s characterisations, featuring
both character summaries and detailed character analysis, along with a review of all the text’s key
relationships, settings, themes, ideas and messages. PEE activities are used throughout the text, and
exclusively form the basis of the exam preparation section in which students are given a variety of practice
activities and questions which require them to write in the role of a character from the novel. These
activities are extremely helpful as they specifically relate to study of To Kill a Mockingbird, and cater to the
learning approaches of all students through the inclusion of ‘speaking and listening’ activities. There is also
general guidance on essay writing, sample responses for Higher and Foundation exam papers, and a range
of questions and timed responses which can be used and adapted to suit the needs of the individual and
group. There is also a focus on exam criteria, an activity for exam answer practice and a revision checklist.

This study guide can be used as a revision guide and in class as various tasks run throughout. A ‘Key Term
Glossary” has also been provided to assist the students” understanding of key literary and linguistic
terminology used throughout the resource, and any terminology they may be expected to use in their exam.
A list of recommended ‘Further Reading’ has also been appended in case students wish to continue their
exploration of Lee’s novel or any of its relevant contexts. Answers and indicative content have also been
provided to support the marking of all appropriate tasks and activities included throughout the resource.

Please note the page references throughout this resource refer to the following edition:

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee (Author) Arrow, New edition (5 Oct 1989) ISBN 978-0099419785
However, chapter numbers have also been included for all quotations to assist all students and readers
with any edition of the text.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other English resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Specification Information

Under the new specifications, To Kill a Mockingbird has been placed as a Diffe:
Different Cultures texts allows students to explore aspects of the text that a
universal ideas. The ‘Different Cultures’ sections of this guide make this part:
specifications by highlighting areas where this is relevant. These sections ar

Literature Notes
To Kill a Mockingbird is prescribed for GCSEs in English Literature, and is ne
the WJEC exam board. This guide adheres to the requirements of the new Vi
English Literature To Kill a Mockin gbird features as a set ™ «tin Section A of

am, worth a total of 50 marks (7
Siisn L1terature with Section A counting fo
fu . uiave ‘two hours in total to complete Sections A an:
3 ples of their chosen text into the exam.

the context of “Different Culture .-
the student’s fmal grads o
remaining g
permitted tC¥

In Section A of the Unit 1: Prose and Poetry exam, students must answer tw
Mockingbird; one will be part (a), and the other either part (b) or part (c). Stu
not answer parts b and ¢, only one or the other. The first question, part (a),
exercise, which will require students to read and analyse a short extract fr
recommended that students spend roughly 20 minutes answering part (a)
marks. The second question, in which students will have a choice to answ:
then ask students to engage with their knowledge of the text as a whole. S
roughly 40 minutes answering part (b) or part (c), each worth a total of
20 marks. Students will be tested on AOs (assessment objectives) 1 and 2
in both sections of the exam, but Section A will also test AO4, and
Section B AO3 (more on this in the following section).

To Kill a Mockingbird — The Exam Simplified

Unit 1: Prose and Poetry (2 Hours, 50 Marks, 35% of Total Max%

Part (a): 20 minutes, close reading of a short

Goction A extract from To Kill a Mockingbird

Different

P P 4 ~ j £
Cultires Prose art (b) or art (C) 0 minutes,  con eration o

Section B:’ “60 minutes, close-reading comparison of two
Contempo

unseen contemporary poems
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Throughout Sections A and B of their exam, students will be expected to fu

objectives (AOs). This study guide will enable pupils to meet the required £

e AO1Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and evaluate
illustrate and support interpretations.

e AO2 Explain how language, structure and form contribute to writers” p
and settings.

e AO3 Make comparisons and explain links between texts, evaluating w
expressing meaning and achieving effects.

o AO4 Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; explair:
and significant to self and other readers in different contexts and at dif:

Learning Outcomes -
The activities and information in this gl‘ ot hc‘

A, 'tnefefore, develop the s

¢ Read and understand a procaax o

* Respond to aprose ' » ly and imaginatively
Py Sl ;uevant textual material

m the text to illustrate interpretations
e Explain how language, structure and form in prose texts contribute to t
characters, ideas, themes and settings
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Plot Summary

The book is set in a sleepy town called Maycomb in the southern state
of Alabama. Atticus Finch is a widowed lawyer who lives with his two
children, Scout and Jem. The story begins with the two children
meeting a boy named Dill who comes to stay with his aunt for the
summer. They spend their time playing and making up stories together.
After a while Dill becomes interested in their next door neighbour Boo
Radley, a recluse who hasn’t been seen for years and is rumoured to be

somewhat of a malevolent phantom in the town. The c‘” “enhave

never seen him, and Dill has the idea of making s 1 ¢ 5. aeout.

After the summer is over Scn - ta \ + _ctiool. She has already been taught tc

acher Miss Caroline tells her that she needs

proud of this_tggw:: - .
because shefg ubfgﬁt wrong. Scout can’t understand this and she star
also unawarc«#*(he social divides in Maycomb and Scout gets in trouble wt

of the poor children in the class can’t borrow money he can’t pay back.

The children begin to find mysterious presents in the knot hole of the Rad
summer and the children continue to test the boundaries of the Radleys’ ya
story of Boo Radley using bits of the story they have heard about him and s
realises what they are doing and tells them to stop, and try to see things fro:
one of the ways in which Atticus encourages his children to learn to have er
others. However, on the last day of their holidays they sneak up to the Ra
attempt to peek through the window; unfortunately Nathan Radley, Boo’
them. As they run away Jem’s trousers get caught on the fence; he returns I
the have been neatly folded and mended. As the year progresses the child
them, presumably by Boo. However, just as they are planning a thank-yo 5
the knot hole with cement.

It is winter and one night the children are awoken quickly by Atticus to find
Maudie’s house is on fire. The whole street gathers outside to help to put ou
commotion someone mysteriously slips a blanket around Scout. Jem is su
Atticus his suspicions telling him about the presents and his trousers.

Throughout the novel we discover tha’r Mo 1 WItAHZfew exceptions, is

the case of a local black man nar . \obmson much to the anger of

has been accused of rax ¢ /i ‘White woman, and it is Atticus’ efforts

family at thg8le . < ..ucism. Scout and Jem find themselves bullied an

their own co® ot fluenced by their Aunt Alexandra, calls Atticus a ‘nig
their nelghbours an old disgruntled lady called Mrs Dubose, shouts abus
which makes Jem so angry he destroys all the flowers in her garden. Atticus
day as a punishment. When she finally dies he explains to the children th
battling her addiction even though this was a very painful process, and that
this. Atticus is away one weekend and Calpurnia, their cook, takes the chilc:

where the people welcome them, and the children see how close knit their

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 4 of 111
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Aunt Alexandra decides that the Finch children need a mother, especially S
family. However, her views often clash with her brother’s and she is horrifi:
children went to a black church with Calpurnia. Dill is also having family p
away from his mother and stepfather where he feels unloved. Tom Robin
is put in the local jail. Atticus knows that lots of the local men are very angm
him not to take the case, so he goes down to the courthouse to sit outside an
children, curious to know where Atticus has gone, sneak down to the cou
surrounded by a mob of men intent on lynching Tom. It is only the interveré
attempts to make conversation with the men, that diffuses the situation. ‘

The trial begins and Atticus allows the children to ~'* hey situpont
(Chapter 16) with the black people of May-em ~sugh the trial Atticus s
v - eat. Mayella is shown to be a

tather Bob Ewell are lying and Ter. « ar

T 'afld“misguidedly propositions him. He

comforted by Tom’s kin'= -
turns her dcgilll '
Mayella’s st
innocence, the all-white jury finds him guilty. The children are shocked a

Jem especially finds it hard to accept and his faith in human nature is sha

Although the trial is finished, and the Ewells have won, the townspeople cor:
verdict many realise that the Ewells are hardly innocent and Bob Ewell blam«
Atticus in the street and threatens Tom’s wife; this scares the children who ar
father. One day Atticus comes home with the sad news that Tom has been

Scout is in a school Halloween pageant dressed as a ham, and much to her d
goes on stage too late. She’s very embarrassed so she keeps the costume on a
children hear someone following them; scared they try to flee but the stalke

Bob Ewell who has come for his revenge; however, Boo Radley steps in an

back on himself. Boo carries Jem home; his arm has been broken. Heck Ta
At first Atticus thinks that Jem killed Bob and is willing to take the consequ:
that it was Boo and in order to protect him says that Bob fell on his own kn:

leading him by the hand. He goes into the Radley place and she never see
the window where Boo usually sits and watches the world, and begins to

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 5 of 111
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Chapter 1

Summary
We are introduced to Scout, the narrator of the text. Scout is reminiscing aboﬁ;
summers spent with her brother, Jem, and Dill, the nephew of Miss Rachel, 5
We discover that Scout is a member of the Finch family, a historic and well-

roots in their home town of Maycomb County. Atticus Finch, Scout’s father, «
character and a key role model in Scout’s life, along with the family’s cook ar:
Calpurnia. Scout gives us a brief history of the town and its inhabitants, inclu
home, whose mysterious ways fascinate Scout, Jem and Dil!. One day, Jem

run and touch the Radley house, before running bar’. *- . safety of the Fi

Analysis , o
i older Scout, looking back on the events o
’Sp . tive. She is able to make comments as an adult, mock:
ie of these events. She withholds information as she see
the same way she discovered things as a young child.

Page 9

Pages 9-11  The opening pages introduce us briefly to the Finch family, w:
family history and the novel’s setting in Maycomb County. Thy
narrator as a grown-up Scout who leads us through this world .
an ironic detachment and humour that invites us to follow her :

Pages 11-12  Calpurnia is introduced. The description of Calpurnia is rem:
not mention. It is clear that Scout does not think of Calpumié
member of the family and more of a surrogate mother than
The Radley place is first introduced. Its description is inten

Pages 12-14 Dill is introduced. Dill’s upbringing contrasts to the stabilit E

Pages 15-17 A brief history is given of Arthur Radley’s life. It appears t
did not intervene when Arthur was harshly treated by his fazt
disturbed mental state. Clearly the citizens are better at Chris

Page 17 Miss Stephanie Crawford is introduced as the town gossip.
the white females of Maycomb. This is best seen in Chapter
Missionary Circle. The one exception to this is Miss Maudi
she is almost a female version of Atticus.

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 6 of 111
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Page Quotation A
Atticus practiced economy more than Atticus is characterised thro
anything; for several years thereafter he is a generous, responsible a

11 . ; A , . . .
invested his earnings in his brother's family, education and wisdo
education. pays for his younger brother
Our battles were epic and one-sided.

/(é.\‘t::/‘ourm? alwai/s Vltohn, m,‘;’"”;:e;afz Calpurnia is viewed without
icus always took her side. She had been L.

12 . . This is the moral standard b
with us ever since Jem was born, and | had hite h holds in th
felt her tyrannical presence as long as | white households In the nov
could remember.
the Radley Place three doors to the south. i 2 racor tells us how th
We were never tempte.’d to £.>reak them: = _ieveloped the character of
The Radley Place was inhabi ‘ . .

12 ) . haunting figure. She also tel
unknown entity the n ..« des ..t . h |
whom was cn:u h ke us behave for Maycomb V|e\{ved the Radle
i el i they were social dropouts.
T = came to know Dill as a pocket ) Dill’s function is to develop t

14 Merlin, whose head teemed with eccentric

) . . Boo Radley.
plans, strange longings, and quaint fancies.
The author’s ironic commen
The Radleys...kept to themselves, a church also exposes a deep-

15 predilection unforgivable in Maycomb. community. These people a
They did not go to church, Maycomb's going to church, but we are
principal recreation, but worshiped at home | worship, but to socialise. Th

picture we see of the Negro
This tell he is pr n

19 Jem had never declined a dare. stellsushels p OL_Jd and

brave young man. This becor::

m ini Vocabulary Guide
)

assuaged soothed
apothecary

piety godliness
strictures a restriction
apparel clothing
chattels slaves
unsullied unspoiled
synonymous

tyrannical

entity

predilectio{ 7

a person who prepares and sells drugs and other medi

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE
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TASK 1- Active Learning Task

Look closely at the first page of Chapter 1. What does this tell us about the ¢
of narrator in this novel?

TASK 2 — Discussion Prompt

Read the last paragraph of page 10 until the break on page 11. What can w
paragraphs?

TASK 3 — Active Learning Task

Read the second half of page 11 and see if you can find exqmples of the au
Comment on imagery and literary techniques she el s.

You should write a glossary of new litc .0 : n,,mthe back of your note
and the ‘Literary Terms’ worls".cé. t - .t you started.

 (pp. 14-16)
What are the features of the Radley Place?

1

2. What does the description tell you about its inhabitants?

3. What literary technique(s) does the author use?

4. What does the description of the Radleys tell you about Maycomb’s s

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 8 of 111
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Chapter 2

Summary

Scout enters her first day of school, escorted by Jem. Scout dislikes her teac
Scout and the other children find strange due to her coming from Winston
Maycomb is in opposition. Like us, the readers, Miss Caroline does not app
Maycomb County and its inhabitants. Miss Caroline scolds Scout for readi
outside of school and asks her to stop, as she says it will disrupt her attemp
classroom. We are introduced to more of the town’s farming history and cu
Walter Cunningham, a child in Scout’s class whose family are renowned fo
explains to Miss Caroline that her offering Walter F '» 5 iﬁsulting to his fa

Scout is punished by Miss Caroline for her i 1t e

Analysis
Page 22

ks (- 1pcer gives us some keen insights into the character o
‘o a mother figure and has not been brought up to be a tr
ifficult to conform. She presents a threat to Miss Caroline b
narrow theory of education. The conflict between them arise
experience of life and Maycomb society.

Pages 24-25 Cal appears to have a reasonably good education which goe
supremacy. Her standard of literacy is better than most of th:
better than that of the Ewells.

Page 26 The Cunningham work ethic is explained. They are describe
stubbornly self-sufficient. This contrasts sharply with what w
next chapter. While both families are poor, the Ewells are wi
parasites, sponging everything they can get for free.

Page Quotation

If I could have explained these things to Miss Scout is a trustworthy
Caroline, | would have saved myself some nature to be honest
inconvenience and Miss Caroline subsequent she thinks and is gui
mortification, but it was beyond my ability to
explain things as well as Atticus, so | said, ‘You're The incidents surrou
shamin' him, Miss Caroline. Walter hasn't got a Cunningham encour
guarter at home to bring you, and you can't use '
any stovewood.’ '

27

. out seeing things
- perspectives.

TASK 5 - DISCUQSI(‘P'PR “ P w

2. Whatis thelr attitude to debt and relying on other people s generosrty?

3. Do we pity or respect them? Explain why.

4. The author will be introducing another poor family in the next chapter
different. Why do you think the author showed us the Cunninghams a

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 9 of 111

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




condescended
seceded

illicitly

covey

Dewey Decimal
System
entailment
WPA

m Mini Vocabulary Guide
[ )

stooped voluntarily to an action, though showin:
withdraw formally from an alliance

improperly and unlawfully

group or company

a library classification system, created by Melvil D:
with the newly introduced educational practices
legal issues surrounding, the succession (inheritanc
Works Progress Administration; a government sch.
workers to carry out public v+ ; (this was part

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 10 of 111
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Chapter 3

Summary
Scout teases Walter for getting her in trouble with Miss Caroline, but Jem s
invites Walter to dine with them that night. Scout is scolded by Calpurnia
Walter, who she initially perceives as being inferior to her. At school the n
some history of the town and its inhabitants when we are introduced to Bu
Scout’s class. Scout tells us that it is a family tradition within the Ewell fam
school for the first day of every academic year, then return home to help th
tields. After school, Scout returns home, quickly running past the ominous
Atticus offers to read with Scout and she tells him about the words of Miss
consequently no longer wants to go to school. Attic..-
keep reading to her in secret. Atticus also 2l bc - :
Mr Bob Ewell, Burris’s father, whe .= 7e . :.ds children from going to sch

Analysis
Page 28

k . L herself to be both rash and prone to violent outburs
Pader some moral guidance on resolving conflicts through
speaking Jem is more rational and mature than his sister, modell

Pages 31-37 The author introduces us to the Ewell family, the villains of t
encounter with Burris.

Page 35 The reader and Atticus’ children benefit from the sound mor
clear that his words are the moral message of the novel.

Pages 36-37 Atticus discusses the law and the Ewells with his children. Th
humanity because it is people who enforce it. Therefore the la
Exceptions are made for the Ewells — a blind eye is turned so
father’s selfishness.

Page Quotation

He was the filthiest human | had ever seen. His neck was

This is clear ev
dark gray, the backs of his hands were rusty, and his

32 fingernails were black deep into the quick. He peered at nﬁ glec;glc;. No
Miss Caroline from a fist-sized clean space on his face. their childto r
We have reaso

33 ‘Ain't got no mother,” was the answer, ‘and their paw's and neglect —

characterise hi
father. Conten

Again, like his f
that cannot de
characterises t

right contentious.’

33 Burris seemed to be afraid of a child half his hei¢'

Any sympathy
vanishes when
is likely that he
from his father

33

" r really understand a person until you consider
35 things from his point of view...until you climb into his skin
and walk around in it.

This is one of t
the novel.

...and it's certainly bad, but when a man spends his relief As usual. Attic

checks on green whiskey his children have a way of crying from other pe

37 from hunger pains. | don't know of any landowner around itivit d
here who begrudges those children any game their father S?nS' i y an
can hit. find admirable

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 11 of 111
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) Mini Vocabulary Guide
[_J

dispensation dealing out, distribution

bushel a US unit of dry measure equal to appr
iniquities wickedness, sin

cootie a hair louse

contentious argumentative

monosyllabic short words of one syllable, a unit of sc:
disapprobation disapproval

last-will-and- testament diction Atticus speaks like he is reading out a

TASK 6 — Active Learning Task

Read pages 31-37.
This is our first introductic
writer want Ugde pot v

n‘tfcheEwells How does the

You should
e How the author characterises the Ewell family through the

about:

character Burris Ewell

e  How the author prepares the reader to accept the Ewells as
the main villains of the novel

e  To what extent the Ewell children are victims of bad parenting

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

7og
Education
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Chapter 4

finds two pieces of chewing gum. Jem scolds Scout for taking the chewing
day they find a small box hidden in the tree and take it back to their home. ¢
find out who the treasures belong to, and vows to ask around the playgrou
school. Two days later, Dill arrives for his annual summer visit. The three p
things take a turn for the worse when Scout’s tyre-roll accidentally lands he
After bickering over who should retrieve the tyre, Jem quickly runs into the
tyre and the three go inside for some of Calpurnia’z.'= o fade. The three de
member of the Radley family; however A’ft u f A at about the game ai

and warns them to stop.

Analysis

Page 39 makes contact with the children by leaving them presen
This shows us Boo is thoughtful, wanting a friendship while
shows us there is a childlike quality to him. Perhaps he is eve

Page 41 Mrs Dubose is introduced to us in passing. She will be used 1

an aspect of courage and develop the theme of understandin
novel for these reasons.

Pages 43-47 This chapter shows a distinct change in Jem. He is somewhet
adolescence and he is still searching for some daring ordeal t
man. Jem and Scout no longer have a harmonious relationsh
conservative concerns. She is starting to show signs of her fe:
irritating as it stands in his way.

Page 47 We are told that Boo Radley has been watching the children
amusing. This is how he shares in their lives; he is like their
at length in the final chapter of the novel.

Page Quotation

This is evidence that there

40 Grown folks don’t have hidin’-places. innocent about Boo Radley

47 Someone inside the house was laughir~ -

Rb ary Guide

auspicious favourable
unanimous agreed by all
mortifyin’ mortifying, causing embarrassment
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Chapter 5

Summary

Scout, Jem and Dill’s friendship blossoms throughout the summer. Dill dec
her to marry him before quickly dismissing and forgetting the idea, after w
the pair distance themselves from Scout, only calling her when a third pers

three, particularly Scout, grow closer to their neighbour Miss Maudie. Scou.
mysterious behaviour with Miss Maudie. The next morning, Jem and Dill te!

post a note to Boo Radley, asking him to come and play with them. Howev
Atticus discovers the children and scolds them once agam for interfering w
leave the family alone.

Analysis
Page 47 The nar. 1 % “,.,.)le:tO laugh at her childish misunderstandin:
di v ay they demonstrate the difficulty of sustaining re
behaviour.
Page 48 Miss Maudie is described in detail. She is the only positively:

the novel and in many respects is quite like Atticus. She is al
and a role model for Scout. As Scout grows up and detaches
Miss Maudie.

In Chapter 24 Miss Maudie provides the moral standard by
women of the Missionary Circle. In the novel she is used to
Atticus is unavailable.

Pages 53-54 In contrast to Atticus” honesty, we see Dill struggling to reme
He attempts to obscure his disappointment in his parents by t
juxtaposes (sets side by side for comparison/contrast) these tw
point. This juxtaposition also makes the reader consider the i

Page 55 Atticus is reasonable with his children, not imposing a sever
makes them understand the consequences of their actions. Ir:
could suffer from their games. Their games are based in prej
offend such a reclusive family.

Page Quotation

[Dill] said | was the only girl he would ever love, then | Scout is too young t
47 he neglected me. | beat him up twice but it didno | - lationships. We ar
good, he only grew closer to Jem. . Jildish point of vie

True enough, she had an acid * .. de + « fhead The ‘good’ that Miss
and she did not go ahc .. 1e'n i worhood doing considered fromac
50 good ,as did M 1 _ie Crawford. But while no gossiping busybody.
04 ba i yySense trusted Miss Stephanie, is properly Christian
Je’ ad considerable faith in Miss Maudie. approval shows this

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 14 of 111
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1] [Mini Vocabulary Guide

tacit unspoken

chameleon a lizard that is able to change its colour
pestilence a plague
edification benefit

TASK 7 — DISCUSSION PROMPT

Read pages 48-52 where Miss Maudie talks with Scout. What interesting
points does this conversation raise? Consider:

e New information given about characters ( wi
¢  The moral lessons we are taught‘b,;»' hamgue

.

f"th‘”ose talking)

TASK 8~ EXTENDED "s . M WER QUESTION

We are sho§
good parent;?
1. Atticus Finch
2. Bob Ewell

3. Dill’s parents

a_t three examples of parenting in the first five chapters
onsider how closely the following fit with these principle

This exercise should be answered as an essay.

COPYRIGHT
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Chapters 6-8

Summary

Chapter 6 — Dill is due to leave the Finch family until the following summe;
Jem decide to try to sneak a look at Boo Radley through his window. The th
and check the window, but are disappointed to see only curtains and a sma
Jem checks the back window, when suddenly a shadow of a man appears ¢
Jem, Scout and Dill try to flee the property, when they hear a gunshot. Whi}
trousers in the fence, pulling them off and running free. The neighbourhoo¢
gunshot, and the three children join them in an attempt to not look suspicic

dispersed and returned to bed, Jem quickly returns '~ e Radley property ¢

Chapter 7 — After a week of beine = .1 dr . ny, ]eﬁi tells Scout a secret aboui
- ‘j,,shﬂdii'ig his trousers, someone had sewn
. After walking the street, Scout and Jem see t

Chapter 8 — Maycomb County is hit by the coldest weather for almost 50 ye
Radley. The Finch children play in the snow and make a caricature of Mr A
In the middle of the night, Miss Maudie’s house is set on fire, and everyone
watch. With their attention caught by the fire, Scout and Jem do not notice ¢
around them to keep them warm in the snow and cold.

Analysis

Pages 64-70 In Chapter 7, the children investigate the knot hole before it ::
show he is reaching out to the children and that he may still ¢
has also shown care by stitching Jem’s torn trousers.

Pages 75-80 In Chapter 8, when Boo gives the children a blanket he illust
towards the children. It was a thoughttul thing to do and wa
of thanks. He is gradually emerging as the children’s invisibi
explicit until the closing chapters of the novel.

Page 79 Miss Maudie is contrasted to Miss Stephanie Crawford who
other people’s business and not the people themselves.

Page Quotation Ar.

4 is¢  ‘audie demonstrates £
~courageously accepts the bu:
even be optimistic and intere:
most people would be feeling;‘;
good example of courage in i

Miss Maudie puzzled me. With most =f ey 1
possessions gone and her be!...» 'y i
shambles, she still tov:i7 ] “ad cordial
interest in I=n ' i

79
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an| Mini Vocabulary Guide
[_J

bob-white imitation of a bird’s call
kudzu a climbing plant
collards a type of cabbage

dismemberment the act of removing someone’s or something’s limbs
malignant evil

embalming a method of preparing dead bodies to preserve them
bangs a fringe

aberrations a deviation from the normal

perpetrated committed, carried out

libel slander; Atticus is saying t « . man is a caricature ¢
morphodite ahermaphrodit> 0. . . 1e snowing the characteristics

k. LNLNG TASK

TASK 9- AC#]
Read pages X What techniques does the author use to build up tensiot
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Chapter 9

Summary

The children are introduced to the first consequences of Atticus” court case.
Jacobs, get into a fight when Cecil accuses Scout’s father of ‘defending nigge
seen as taboo in Maycomb County. After returning home from school, Attic:
a young man named Tom Robinson, and that he is doing it so that he can be
Scout not to fight with anyone who gives her grief for him taking the case. T:
Landing to celebrate Christmas with the family, and Atticus buys Jem and S
her cousin Francis for calling Atticus a ‘nigger-lover’. Before going to bed, S
between Atticus and her Uncle Jack, who are discuc '». 4 3 case, in which A

and Scout and their

regarding the possible repercussions of the casc or ;.

Analysis it
At the beging» ptéf we are introduced to one of the ways preju
mimic the b’ of adults and form their values around those witnessed i
later Cousin Mancis, are examples of children reflecting the opinions of raci
Pages 80-81 Prejudice has its own language, producing terms to classify
teaches Scout and the reader the danger of using such langu.
to blindly follow the crowd; popular consent is not a guaran

Through Atticus’ teaching, we see some moral development
Cecil Jacobs, even though she fights with Cousin Francis soc
happen as a continual progression, but in fits and starts.

Page 83 Atticus” warm and considerate relationship with Scout is cor.
sterile relationships with her family members.
Cousin Francis represents the rotten element of this branch ¢
Aunt Alexandra’s foul slander about Atticus ruining the fam
corruption by his guardians, while Scout and Jem have been
The author focuses on the responsibility of parents and guar
proper moral values.
The time Aunt Alexandra spends with Atticus” family educa
grows to like her (p. 244), so does the reader.

Pages 84-85 Atticus reveals his patience and understanding of human m
swearing.

Pages 85 Shooting is introduced to make way for the mockingbird th

the difficulty of shooting before he can v+ - >rstand his fathei
give the children power over s “jéils:*Atticus is optim
develop a morality to cc.ir * hi;.p'bWer. To an extent he is
distinct line th~* "¢ o8 them not to cross. They must not
areverri c‘l_;_,\ﬂu’(fid:hgbirds do no harm. Fortunately, the ¢

DC 5 10iel
oting also introduces the incident with the mad dog, whi
courage in the novel.

Page 87 Aunt Alexandra tries to mould Scout into her narrow definit
believes that Scout must behave and dress in a certain way
ruined by her lack of guidance in this area. The narrator leac,
narrow-mindedness. The author discourages us from viewin
suspicion. Good examples of this are Scout, Boo Radley and

Pages 93-95 Once again Atticus teaches us a moral lesson, showing great
while viewing this ordeal with patient detachment.
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Page Quotation

‘For a number of reasons,” said Atticus. ‘The
main one is, if | didn't | couldn't hold up my
81 head in town, I couldn't represent this county
in the legislature, | couldn't even tell you or
Jem not to do something again.’

Atticus defends Tom !
because he has to, bi:
do. He stands apart i
he is a moral man a
characters in the no
of Atticus’ moral co

You might hear some ugly talk about it at school,
82 but do one thing for me if you will: you just hold
your head high and keep those fists down.

Atticus teaches Scou
away from a fight.

‘Simply because we were licked a hundred
82 years before we started is no reasor.fo us ‘7.
to try to win,’ Atticus said. . -~

Vxe are taught that
thing whether or no

. ~*"ay the Yankees,
¢ : friends. But remember this,
Aow bitter things get, they're still

‘This time we ¢
Weaas'ia " .

82

Atticus shows rema
considering those w
emotion cloud his ju

Aunt Alexandra would have been analogous to
83 Mount Everest: throughout my early life, she
was cold and there.

At first Aunt Alexan
terms: cold, remote,

I hope and pray | can get Jem and Scout
through it without bitterness, and most of all,
without catching Maycomb's usual disease.
Why reasonable people go stark raving mad
when anything involving a Negro comes up, is
something | don't pretend to understand.

94-95

During the course o
Atticus expresses hi
approaching trial. H
wisdom in contrast t
‘Maycomb’s usual d
by deep-seated raci

n Mini Vocabulary Guide
[_J

gastric of the stomach

runnin’ astill  distilling illegal alcohol

cussing cursing, using bad language
inevitable that which is certain to happen
gravitated pulled towards

provocated provoked

tenterhooks waiting in painful suspense
invective attacking with abusive lor ru qe‘

o—

you note as distinctive about the following?
e  The relationships described
e  Thenarrator’s tone

arid of the first paragraph on page 84.
description of Aunt Alexandra and her side of the fam
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Different Cultures and Firearms
Atticus has his brother buy rifles for Jem and Scout. This
would be a complicated issue in the United Kingdom of the
twenty-first century but in rural Alabama of the 1930s it
was normal. To Atticus and Uncle Jack, guns are a part of
day-to-day life in their rural home, and the pair clearly
believe it important to introduce Scout and Jem to guns
early, in an attempt to normalise guns and the use of them
in self-defence. However, the symbol of the gun is also
important to several key factors in the novel. Atticus and
Jack’s belief that Scout and Jem are now responsible enough to own guns isa m
journey away from childhood that we see throughout th = 3 rel, and a clear pla
and naivety in the novel. The fact that the childrc i v t.ow been given this po
learn to control the power they may ba ¢ -
others with compassion and * v 1 ‘Ciie with kindness becomes of the utma

Consider that:

e The American Constitution’s 2" Amendment is that ‘the right of the peo
not be infringed’. Guns were, and still are, part of life in the USA.

e Maycomb is a rural setting where pests and predators need to be control

livestock. Shooting skills are, therefore, more a requirement than the pur

( ; , Different Cultures and Racism

This chapter introduces racist language and ideas that we may be unfamiliar wi
commonly called ‘niggers’ as a derogatory term. White individuals who were sy
described as ‘nigger-lovers’ and viewed with disapproval. The fear was that, if |
lovers’ would mix freely with Negroes. Racist whites believed in the supremacy
naturally superior. To mix, or even breed with the Negroes would give them the
the whites. This was seen as dangerous. Remaining aware of these facts is vital
particularly in relation to understanding the townsmen’s reaction to Atticus aft
will be defending Tom Robinson in court. Atticus’ status and influence within M
strong family origins at Finch’s Landing only deepens the threat the men feel, a
‘nigger-lover’, as Francis and Mrs Dubose claim, then someone of his status cou
the town’s segregated blood.

These days, we should know that this is a ridiculous idea. Otherwise, we should
of a person’s skin is not a measure of their character.
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Chapter 10

Summary

In this chapter we are more intimately acquainted with Atticus Finch, part
One hot day, Jem spots a rabid dog in the street. Tim Johnson, the dog belo
bus driver in the town, is behaving like a mad dog, and Calpurnia rings th
word of danger. However, Atticus undertakes the ditficult act of putting th
the more stressful due to the pressure of him having to shoot the dog in fro
neighbourhood and in one single shot.

his shooting abilities, with the neighbourhood -l it

that they have underestimated their fa’’

Analysis
Page 95

Atticus has shown courage by taking on a responsibility that
was on him to succeed with one shot, even though he was enc:
This time he succeeds, unlike the other responsibility he assu
After he has killed the mad dog, Scout and Jem begin to see
to model himself on his father and assumes the role of a yo
happens, learning comes in fits and starts: Jem forgets his n
Mrs Dubose’s flowers in the next chapter.

Page 98 The shooting of the mad dog is used structurally to maintai
illustrate an aspect of courage, to demonstrate Atticus’ mods:
hero and role model. It also provides a metaphor that will
is returned at the end of the trial (Chapter 21, p. 217).

Pages 104-5 From this incident we learn that Atticus is highly regarded i
‘One-Shot Finch'” tells us not just about his marksmanship bu
under pressure and his thoroughness. This incident also sho
jobs that others are afraid to do. Aunt Alexandra expresses a;

Page Quotation

‘I'd rather you shot at tin cans in the back yard, h'lt
know you'll go after birds. Shoot all the blu Uy veiuo

6 want, if you can hit 'em, but reme .. h s canto kl/la The mockingbi
mockingbird.” innocent and h
whom others e
;Mocklngl_l)lr* o Y do t ane thlngl but mzke m:s:c'{or u: example: Boo
. 7 . ¢ sirt eat up people’s gardens, don't nes
erhaps even
96 i bs, they don't do one thing but sing their hearts P P
ou® us. That's why it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.’
‘If your father's anything, he's
civilized in his heart. Marksmanship's a gift of God, a This characteri
tzlen:'—'og,ﬁ)c/ou hf}/e to plrac't/cet;o mgke it p:’;feflt: bllli' and considerat
shootin's different from playing the piano or the like. . .
104 playing the b something wit

think maybe he put his gun down when he realized that
God had given him an unfair advantage over most living
things. | guess he decided he wouldn't shoot till he had
to, and he had to today.’

much he enjoys :
has a philosop
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| L | Mini Vocabulary Guide
—J

contemporaries  those who exist at the same time, or are roughly the sar
someone else (in this context, those at school with Jem

my "druthers (often said by Atticus) meaning my ‘would rathers’, a 2
been given
nome short for ‘no madam’

TASK 11 - DISCUSSION PROMPT

Read Chapter 10 and, with a partner, answer the
following questions: .

1. Aschildren, what do Jem and Sopt <
disappointing about A**

2. How doesgdge ot 't 5,

it up tensmn in the

tticus shows courage and

impresses Jem.
4.  How is this type of courage different from that
shown by Miss Maudie in Chapter 8?
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Chapter 11

Summary
As Scout and Jem age, they find themselves moving further up their
neighbourhood to play, leading them to become more frequently
acquainted with their neighbour, Mrs Henry Lafayette Dubose. Mrs
Dubose remains a lady shrouded in mystery and rumours, renowned for
her bad temper and cynical attitude. Following a shopping trip in town to
celebrate Jem’s 12* birthday, Scout and Jem encounter Mrs Dubose, who
scolds Jem for being rude to her and taunts him by msultmgy Atticus’
‘court-house lawing for niggers!’. Enraged by Mrs D+ insults, Jem destr
the baton he has just bought for Scout w1th Wkt hon
; - tis Dubose six evenings a week f
-just how much Mrs Dubose is sufferin
e addiction.

makes Jem apologise and he has t

of Jem’s pumshment force
withdrawal £

Analysis
The incident with Mrs Dubose explores the following issues:
e Jem has not fully developed into the image of his father. He still has m
o The different aspects of courage. Courage can be resistance as well as a
e  The importance of seeing things from another’s perspective and withh
¢  Characterising women as those who spread bitterness and prejudice; me

Page Quotation

| told you that if you hadn't lost your head I'd have
made you go read to her. | wanted you to see Atticus provides the
118 | something about her — | wanted you to see what children and the rea
real courage is, instead of getting the idea that courage in stubborn
courage is a man with a gun in his hand.

It's when you know you're licked before you begin
118 but you begin anyway and you see it through no
matter what. You rarely win, but sometimes you do.

l |M1n1 Vocabulary Guide

C S.A. Confederate States Army
apoplectic a fit of rage, or a stroke

philippic averbal attack .~
degeneration  inaworr i < n ¢adition

Atticus uses Mrs Du
his defence of Tom
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premise e
interdict egal command forbidding something
palliation ief
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TASK 12 — EXTENDED ESSAY ANSWER QUESTION

‘She was the bravest person I ever knew.’
Write an essay to examine how Harper Lee presents the theme of courage

Consider the following;:

e Little Chuck Little

e  Atticus and Scout on fighting

e  Atticus and the Tom Robinson case

e Jem’s heroics

e Miss Maudie’s fire

e  Mr Avery in Miss Maudie’s burning house
e Themad dog incident

e  MrsDubose

™ 9305 America was both expensive and hard to come by for m
the nearest hospital, which in most cases could be hundreds of miles away, w
and as a result many people who were in desperate need of medical care did
needed. Mrs Dubose appears to be Harper Lee’s way of evaluating this comm
America at the time of her writing.

With transportation being awkward and the nearest hospital being many mile
her treatments at home. She knew she was dying and decided to wean herself
dependent on it. Mrs Dubose is likely to have viewed her dependence on drugs
She also chose to die in her own home, in her own bed. Hospices for the termi
not yet exist. As the USA did not provide a National Health Service, as we have
been very expensive for her to stay in a hospital while she waited to die. Mrs
receive her medical care at home. As we see however, Mrs Dubose’s choice n
to shed light on these medical issues, but she also becomes a figure or symbol
Dubose’s bravery in her choice of treatment and her determination is viewed
Jem and Scout, once they understand her illness and the pain she experiences
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Chapter 12

Summary
Through Scout’s narrative we observe Jem’s maturing and

progression towards adolescence, characterised by his increasing

desire to be alone, his mood swings and his increased appetite. Scout
grows lonely without Jem’s usual company, which only worsens when g
she hears word from Dill that he will not be visiting that summer as he
would be spending time with his new father. Scout also feels Atticus’
absence as he is called to legal session, and consequently is away from
home for two weeks. With Atticus away, Calpurniz. ' . n the duty

of taking the children to church, choosin her church as opp
usually attend. The First Purchas nded by Calpurnia is defined
children are met with host’.
into the Negz ‘

the reputation of the Finch family and At
the young ‘he is defending in court, leads to the children receivi
witnessing a ®iection for Robinson and his family. When the children retu
Alexandra sitting on the porch.

Analysis

Pages 124-125 Calpurnia takes Jem and Scout to her church, the First Purc
church the character Lula demonstrates how entrenched se
set. Her attitude to the children also shows a level of resent
The author draws a contrast between the religious sincerity
hypocrisy of the whites.

Page 126 Tom Robinson is spoken about and it is confirmed that he is
Negro population offers no condemnation of his situation, s
charges against him are false and unjust. This prepares the r
This chapter helps to characterise the Negro population of
reader with their ways. With the small exception of Lula, t
characterised. We see that they take their faith seriously an
This helps persuade the reader to side with them against tls

Page Quotation

Jem has grown fromi%

_ . ~ ibose and models -
Jem had acquired an alien set of values and was .

121 trying to impose them on me: several times - e m
so far as to tell me what to do

suffering he witness
change. He and Sco

Vit o of _rother Tom Robinson's trouble. He Tom Robinsonisag

126 ha {1 faithful member of First Purchase since wrongly accused. Th
he wus a boy. reader to accept this

129 This church has no better friend than your daddy. Atticus is a heroic fi

This shows how unf

130 Can’t but about four folks in First Purchase read.
syste ms are.
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habiliments clothes
ecclesiastical of the church
impedimenta baggage, clutter

TASK 13 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Read pages 124-130 and note the characteristics of Negro worship and the
How do these differ from a typical white attitude to worship and their chu

( i ’ Different Cultures, the Churck.~; 'i’.":"i":,:.ﬁa;idh H

This chapter gives us an . i,..,st.rié"N’egro community, and particularly the
W'y - i.gated across all institutions. This meant that black
to white pS& r uif matters, including church, hospital, schools, and often t
today’s soc nis is not something that is easy for us to imagine, however H
Negro church in her novel helps us picture this scene. Like the churches for bla
Calpurnia’s church is located on the outskirts of town and nowhere nearly as w
the church for white people, which would have been conveniently located in o
takes great lengths to emphasise to us that poverty has not reduced the Negro
anything it has improved it. The poor facilities are contrasted sharply with the
congregation worship. However, it isn’t just the idea of segregation or the con
black people that Lee explores in her depiction of Calpurnia’s church, but also t
from the way that the service in the Negro church is run, almost all of the Negr
From this we can see that Harper Lee is addressing the issue of inequality withi
emphasises that clearly the schooling for black people is inferior, or entirely lac
belief that black communities were either unworthy or incapable of education
leaders to keep them poor and ignorant. Segregation is, therefore, an injustice
opportunities — a fact that Harper Lee clearly finds troubling or wishes to shed
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Chapter 13

Summary
Upon Atticus’ return, Aunt Alexandra tells the children that a feminine an

the house, particularly in light of Atticus” demanding work schedule conce:

will be staying with them for some time. As a result of Aunt Alexandra’s n
residence, we, the readers, are able to see the extent of her judgemental an

Alexandra repeatedly emphasises to the children their status in Maycomb

Finch family name, and urges Atticus to explain to Jem and Scout their du
behave as gentlemen and gentlewomen.

Analysis
Page 132 After spending a ch

i,;cfibiﬁg the sincerity of the Neg
_:lexandra to contrast her religious hypo
koc - - the white middle class in Maycomb.

t'and Aunt Alexandra have a lack of common ground,

der to dislike and distrust her. The author explores the ¢
depth. She is not a very complex character and represents a
middle class of Maycomb.

remtrodu“ :

In the early chapters, Aunt Alexandra is suspicious of anyth
finds comfort in fitting these into securely defined categorie
people by the family and social bracket they fit in to, and sh.
how a female should behave.

Page 139 Aunt Alexandra has imposed herself upon the family, strain
relationships. She attempts to manipulate the children’s atti
reluctant spokesman. He is momentarily swayed by her unt
her limited thinking. He complies at first, probably for a qui
lesson about being true to his own beliefs. From her time in
learns a moral lesson and renounces prejudice. Gradually s
to an ally.

Page Quotation

Aunt Alexandra was one of the last of her kind: she
had river-boat, boarding-school manners; let any
moral come along and she would uphold it; she was

born in the objective case; she was an incurable Aunt Alexandra is ¢
135 gossip. When Aunt Alexandra went to school, self- F ére, the narratort
doubt could not be found in any textbook, st wiic . . . meddling, dominee
knew not lts meaning. She was ne*...« 4, A religious hypocrite.
b xerdse her
EV in""l\haycomb, it seemed, had a Streak: a This is evidence of
135 Drir® Streak, a Gambling Streak, a Mean Streak,

and looks down on

a Funny Streak.
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she was born in the objective case

Amanuensis

TASK 14 — Active Learning Task

Aunt Alexandra is extremely self-ak:
everything involves her and is abou
secretary or assistant; amusingly, At
secretary of secretaries

Read pages 132-135.

Make notes on how the author has characterised u 't

How do the narrator’s comm:

25 gL e e reader’s opinion of her?

. xandra Include text

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE
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Chapter 14

Summary

The distance between Scout and Jem continues to grow, with Jem being em
school with the older children. Scout and Jem’s curiosity grows concerning
Scout asks Atticus what rape is. Scout mentions to Atticus that Calpurnia
to her, and that she had offered for Scout to visit her and her family one da
refuses. After objecting to Aunt Alexandra’s dismissive attitude towards C
Atticus and told that she must obey Aunt Alexandra as long as she is in th
to go to bed, Scout feels something strange in her and Jem’s adjoining bedr
hiding in the pair’s room after running away from‘ ot 1y Atticus agre

lets Miss Rachel and his family know. -

Analysis ; .
Again the issycg o s raised. Aunt Alexandra, believing her value
on to the chfs ¥ lkhe : faith in segregation. She strongly disapproves of the

Calpurnia. A% forcefully defends this and Calpurnia’s status in the fam

The very fact that Atticus considers Calpurnia a member of his family is re
were happy to employ a Negro housekeeper or domestic, but considered
always inferior.

Aunt Alexandra is a product of her narrow, inward-looking environment. Sh
advance her development. Atticus, on the other hand, is attempting to break
moral values of his family. Aunt Alexandra represents the ingrained prejudic

Dill is found in Scout’s room, expanding the study of the parenting issue.
show no love for him.

Page Quotation

Alexandra, Calpurnia's not leaving this house until she wants
to. You may think otherwise, but | couldn't have got along
without her all these years. She's a faithful member of this
family

142

Besides, | don't think the children've suffered one bit from her
having brought them up. If anything, she's been harder on
142 them in some ways than a mother would have been... she's
never let them get away with anything, she's never indulger!,
them the way most colored nurses do. '

ways, been lik

These quotat
characterisat

1soh

TASK 15 - EX#NDED ESSAY ANSWER QUESTION

Write an essay on how Harper Lee presents the character of Aunt Alexand
Consider:

e  Her personal and moral failings

e  The values she represents

¢ Her impact on Atticus’ family when she comes to stay

e How the author is influencing the reader to dislike her

e  Why she is an important character in the novel
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Chapter 15

One night the Finches receive a knock at the door. After answering the knot
Heck Tate and a group of men are in the front yard and wish to speak to hiz
After a mysterious discussion with the men regarding Tom Robinson’s loca
before trial, Atticus disappears into the night. Scared for his welfare, Scout,
for Atticus, and find him reading in the county jail. Upon reaching the jail, t
men arrive in cars and descend on the jail. In an attempt to defend Atticus,
meeting and place themselves before the group of men. Confused by their
her father, Scout recognises Mr Cunningham amor_ * i en and makes sn
about the welfare of his son, Scout’s classm e, W=." .. Suc
Cunningham, Scout defends her =" 2

~ @ ¢ e men leave.

Analysis o
This chapte: s with a sense of foreboding. Heck Tate comes to see Att
mob is gather®ig for Tom Robinson. Atticus shows he is too much of an ide
the people of Maycomb are capable of.

Page 152 Under pressure, Atticus proves to be patient, thoughtful an
passive at times when action is called for. This is, perhaps,
seen whenever Jem, who is only a child, is more concerned
developing in Maycomb. Atticus appears unmoved, even o:
may be pretending to be unconcerned so as not to trouble h

Page 154 We witness some physical and moral growth in Scout whet
the Boo Radley game.
Structurally, it is important that this fascination with Boo R
contributes to the surprise at the climax of the novel, when
that stage the reader has almost forgotten about him becaus
busy with other things.

Pages 155-161 The incident outside the jailhouse is related from a child’s g
outside the complex world of adult politics. When we are t:
by the childish innocence of our narrator. The children’s in
of the adults, except Atticus. Scout unwittingly reminds the
family, community and their debt to Atticus. Her appeal to
group from a mob into individuals. Thev re no longer an &

nt. lity is broken.

pr of passive courage.

their own set of values and the ~ ¢
Once again Atticusisa 7« - e >,

o

Page & *teaon

k.n'_1:ave mobs and that nonsense in Atticus appears almc:
I've never heard of a gang in Maycomb. citizens are incapabl

152
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TASK 16 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Mini Vocabulary Guide

venerable old, highly-respected

Read pages 155-161. Write an evaluation of the following;:
1.
2.
3.

How the author builds tension during this incident.
Evidence of the author’s poetic writing style (figurative language, litera
Evidence of the author’s understanding of human psychology (why pe.
minds work).

Evidence of the author’s moral message.

What this incident contributes structurally to the - of the novel. (W
prepare the reader for? What attitudes doe it

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

o9

Education
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Chapter 16

Summary

After returning home from the jail, Atticus and the children go to bed, read
for the trial ahead the next day. The following afternoon, Scout, Jem and D
attend the courthouse to hear Tom Robinson’s hearing and Atticus” defenc
The children are fascinated by the court, and the segregation within it,
particularly the conduct of the presiding judge, Judge Taylor.

Analysis
Mr Underwood, the owner of the Maycomb Tribur~
hates Negroes but insists on justice being dcne :

1 two minds, like
.diig to the law.

: p‘\&OICe is further highlighted when sh

Page 162 Aunt Alexard .-
 sicfuses to approve of this practice and denies

Page 163 Atticus discusses the events of the previous night, he sh
and patience for the members of the mob. He is able to put

situation from their perspective.

Page 164 Dolphus Raymond is introduced and is used to emphasise
He is an outcast because he has a black mistress and childre
considered unacceptable to the white community.

Page 165 The author draws particular attention to the religious hypo
disapproval of Miss Maudie’s flowers. However, they go to
to the prejudice it represents. Miss Maudie, like a female eq
moral benchmark against which we can judge other charac

Page 167 Dolphus Raymond’s children are discussed. It seems they a
community, but are accepted up north. This draws our atte
Negro population is not entirely without its own prejudices
Purchase Church when Lula objected to the Finch children

Page Quotation An

I was beginning to notice a subtle
change in my father these days, that
came out when he talked with Aunt
Alexandra. It was a quiet digging in, Atticus disapproves of his sister’s

162 never outright irritation. There was a | about dirsic - 1 his home, wanti

faint starchiness in his voice when he ¢ ecan take her place. COPYRIGHT
said, ‘Anything fit to say at the tqb,f i P ROTECTE D
fit to say in front of Calpr'r ... %
knows what she » 2+ fam

’ ‘_V_‘;....i‘.s"iﬁd:sically a good
aid, ‘he just has his blind
ng with the rest of us.’

Atticus shows great tolerance and &

163 m good in people, rather than conde

$po?

‘1am not. 't's morbid, watching a poor | Miss Maudie knows that most of
165 devil on trial for his life. Look at all the trial for its entertainment val

o9

those folks, it's like a Roman carnival.” | and macabre in this. duﬁmtleﬂ

The courthouse square was covered The leisurely attitude of these pe ' '
166 with picnic parties sitting on they are there to see an innocent

newspapers, washing down biscuit and | these people are outwardly Chris

syrup with warm milk from fruit jars. hypocrisy clearly.
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Page Quotation An

around here once you have a drop of | The Nazi Germans had a similar d
168 Negro blood, that makes you all to assume that the ‘taint’ of one r
black. This kind of primitive thinking goe

This was news, news that put a From a child’s perspective, it is co
different light on things: Atticus had why Atticus did not use this defe

to, whether he wanted to or not. | .
’ r r, h r, that h hhel
169 thought it odd that he hadn't said e?de ! Owe,ve , that he withhe
children precisely because they c

anything to us about it — we could ) ) o
have used it many times in defending Atticus believed that giving Tom

him and ourselves. right thing to do. That was the on

e

m Mini Vocabulary G 5
The Quarters M 4 . D'Négro hamlet
™ calthy and sickening

TASK 17 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Read pages 170-171.

1. From this passage what do we find out about Judge Taylor?
2. What techniques are used to characterise him?

3. What literary techniques are used here?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Chapter 17

Summary

The interrogation begins, and Mr Heck Tate takes the stand. Atticus follows
what he saw the night that Mayella Ewell claims to have been raped by Tor:
examines Mr Tate, asking why he did not call a doctor for Miss Ewell if she
and Mr Ewell claim. After examining Mr Tate’s statement, and providing p
of Miss Ewell’s injuries and which side of her body they occupied, Atticus t
Ewell insults the court and Judge Taylor by his rude and disrespectful beha
character and unreliability as a witness are quickly made apparent and em

3

- b.1son’s case.

the chapter ending on a relatively optimistic note f~.

Analysis g
Pages 175-176  The Ev > ' seribed in detail and Mayella appears in

~o@kth ' inerfamily. She has attempted to rise above the
eraniums are symbolic of her desire to live a normal life,
should not be forgotten, however, that she is prepared to
spend a long time in prison.

Pages 179-180  Bob Ewell, although not particularly intelligent, is very cu
outrage among the white spectators with his graphic desc
Mayella also exhibits a similar cunning when she challeng
against Tom Robinson’s, in spite of a lack of supporting e
that the Negroes may get ‘above themselves” and expect t:
the blacks in their place the whites must rally together.

Pages 182-183  The author takes pains to draw the court room incident ot
She describes its progress as it slowly unfolds. She builds
Atticus is a master tactician, fully in control of his witness
Atticus is able to prove that Bob Ewell, being left-handed,
beat Mayella so badly. It will later emerge that Tom Robir:
withered and useless, and so he could not have given her
The contrast between Atticus and Bob Ewell is strong: Ew:
Ewell is no match for the far-seeing logic of Atticus. Ewell
tell when he is being led into a trap. Atticus has the weigh

Page Quotation

a little bantam cock of a man rose and
strutted to the stand, the back of his neck
reddening at the sound of his nam ;. ‘ | hoy This is not a positive descri
turned around to take the ..« ..o w'that
his facewasas re i i, We also saw
No cagmenb; .t~ i :namesake. A shock of
kv-\ wshed hair stood up from his

X his nose was thin, pointed, and
shiny; he had no chin to speak of — it seemed
to be part of his crepey neck.

physically inferior to both

175

crinkled neck may also be ¢
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Page Quotation
the Ewells lived as guests of
the county in prosperity as well as in the
depths of a depression. No truant officers
176 could keep their numerous offspring in
school; no public health officer could free
them from congenital defects, various The Ewells are parasites, f
worms, and the diseases indigenous to filthy | \velfare hand-outs. They ar-
surroundings. author is ensuring that we ¢
the Ewells gave the dump a thorough
gleaning every day, and the fruits of their
176 industry (those that were not eaten) made
the plot of ground around the cabin look like .....
the playhouse of an insane child .
Against the fence, ina li €
enamel SIOP/“,’”J 2 This is evidence that Maye
176 |‘gBR° dreadful squalor and pove
b 0viiss Ma . .
Mc eigned to permit a geranium on her appear happy to live with.
premises.
All the little man on the witness stand had Clearly, having white skin s::
177 that made him any better than his nearest makes anyone better than
neighbors was, that if scrubbed with lye soap | so depraved that even a ra
in very hot water, his skin was white. Ewell as part of his race.
179 | seen that black nigger yonder ruttin'on my | The word ‘rutting’ is norm
Mayella! a crude but descriptive co
This was a clever tactic by
Mr Ewell was sitting smugly in the witness other whites in the audien
chair, surveying his handiwork. With one . .
179 S ) in justice or fairness; he w
phrase he had turned happy picknickers into .
a sulky, tense, murmuring crowd. to be someone important
Ewell played on their fears
] ] Atticus is able to appear al
182 It w'as becoming evident that he thought questions Bob Ewell. This |
Atticus an easy match. . o
into a sense of superiority.
Never, never, never, on cross-examination Atticus is thoroughly prepa
183 ask a witness a question you don’t already
know the answer to ask. He does not leave any

| Mini Vocabulary Guide -~

audibly ob:}
ambidextrou

cculations

TASK 18 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Snickness had since birth
Ewell is to make no further rude commen
able to use either hand with equal ease

Read page 183, from ‘I was becoming nervous...” until the end of the chapt
Examine the author’s methods of building up tension in this passage.
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Chapter 18

Summary

Following her father’s cross-examination, Mayella Ewell now takes the stan
unconvinced by her testimony, and she quickly becomes emotional, with
home life with her father and siblings quickly becoming apparent. The jud
courthouse remains — no one appears able to move following the tension o

Analysis

Pages 184-7 Like her father, Mayella shows an animal cunning but th
shows signs of being anxious and poss1bly even feigns fe
sympathy of judge and jury.

Page 187 The author creates a sense of .. ol
his cross-examinatior . ?yp,,‘ 4. His calmness shows he
Mayella into 2 w2 ool eof security.
Tensic - & nius the pace of the novel slows to a crawl.

Pages 187-% W attitude demonstrates his control of the situation
uestions. He suddenly increases the pace and precision ¢:
Mayella, who contradicts herself a number of times. Attic
technique on her, pretending to be confused and forgetfu
Mayella has possibly pursued the case against Tom Robi
bullied by her father. She wants to cover up her folly and ::
her vicinity. It is likely that Mayella was reluctant at first,
and the need to defend their family name, makes her det
Tom Robinson testifies, Mayella is presented as a patheti

conditions. There is also the suggestion that she is sexual

Page 194 Mayella’s last declaration to the jury and the white citize
word must be taken over that of a Negro.

Page Quotation

she seemed somehow fragile-looking, but when
she sat facing us in the witness chair she became

what she was, a thick-bodied girl accustomed to
strenuous labor. Mayella shows signs of

about to testify in cour
deceive the court, wou
The narrator points to

confidence. There is so
Apparently Mayella's recital had given her about her.
confidence, but it was not her father's brash

184

she had twisted her handkerchief into a sweaty
186 rope; when she opened it to wipe her face it was
a mass of creases from her hot hands.

187 kind: there was something stealthy about hers,
like a steady-eyed cat with a twitchy tail. - CO PYR' G HT
187 | You'lhave to bear with me, Miss Ma o [ Atticus appears to be a PROTECTED

along and can't remember‘a' easily underestimate h

This shows that Mayella

Mr Eigi is 1 o
188 p - b to her. It also tells abou

Now that Atticus has s
her story, Mayella sho
offers no logic or evide
beyond that she is whi
cleverly appeals to the

Tha®iigger yonder took advantage of me an' if
you fine fancy gentlemen don't wanta do nothin'
about it then you're all yellow stinkin' cowards,
stinkin' cowards, the lot of you.

194

m Mini Vocabulary Guide

arid dry and lacking emotion
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Chapters 19-20

Chapter 19

Summary
Tom Robinson is called to the stand. Atticus works hard to show the jury Re
trustworthy nature, and quickly builds a promising defence. However, Mr ¢
Robinson leaves the reader feeling on edge and cynical about the case, with
Dill to tears, causing him to leave the courtroom with Jem and Scout. After :
the trees, the children encounter Mr Dolphus Raymond, who too appears si
against Robinson and his treatment in court. .

Analysis 2y -
Page 196 Atticus s first to . & ‘vom Robinson on the witness sta:
Robinser’ « i +...shes with the law, to show the jury his he
" “ _wuon’s possible use of them. Atticus steals the pr
redit Tom Robinson and takes the scandal out of this nev:

Page 202 Gilmer is exploiting the prejudices of the white jury to build .
He does this because otherwise he lacks evidence that the all:
committed. The jury will not sympathise with Tom. In fact, t:
a white woman, especially as they consider Negroes inferio
Gilmer shows that the process of the law, as it is a human ine
human prejudices. The author reminds us of the way things
through the reactions of the children. They expect justice anc§
disappointed; Dill cries, Scout misunderstands and Jem tur 5

Chapter 20

Summary ‘
Scout, Dill and Jem speak with Mr Dolphus Raymond outside the courthou:
power of town gossip and preconceptions in the initial hostility shown to M
who believe him to be ‘evil” and an alcoholic as a result of false rumour in
returning to the courtroom, the children hear Atticus’ closing testimony in ¢
Following his close, Calpurnia enters the courtroom.

Analysis
Pages 206-7 The author instructs the reader morally, helping us digest
just witnessed. In this case she uses Dol"= 5 Raymond to hi;
in communities like Maycomb o . w1 i er afield. The narrat.
the adult world with th ... . ‘ ‘321‘.@;-1"C’hildlike ideal. :
Page 208 As Atticus s - IDi .a Kobinson’s defence we see how h
"5 their humanity. He does this by dropping his
k1 .5 one of their own.
¢ ideal of the law is contrasted starkly with the confused
tainted by human prejudices. Legally, Tom Robinson shou
evidence has been produced to link him to the alleged crim
expected to prove beyond doubt that he is guilty. In all respe
The only principle that rules in this courtroom is that a white
word over a black man’s word. The whites stick together bec
will do with equality.
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Page

Quotation

Analysis

201

1 did not understand the subtlety of Tom's
predicament: he would not have dared strike a white
woman under any circumstances and expect to live
long, so he took the first opportunity to run —a sure
sign of guilt.

In this deeply prejud
few options once M
would have been m
sympathetic and av

204

‘Are you being impudent to me, boy?’

For Tom Robinson t
disagree with Mr Gil
white jury. Gilmer is
Robinson, a grown n

205

For some reason Dill had started crying and couldn't .

stop; quietly at first, then his sobs were hear:f_ b
several people in the balcony. r

¢ ci.ildren to guide th

7 ‘e author uses the

attitude to Tom Rob

207

‘It ain't honest but it's .« aty e ji,ajui""i‘o folks.

Secretlv, Misz F:, » ot uch of a drinker, but
i he, . 1c.unever, never understand that |

because that's the way | want to live.’

Dolphus Raymond is
attitude towards rac
more traditional me
explain his behaviou

207

you don't know your pa's not a run-of-the-mill man,
it'll take a few years for that to sink in —
you haven't seen enough of the world yet.

Dolphus Raymond p

209

His voice had lost its aridity, its detachment, and he
was talking to the jury as if they were folks on the
post office corner.

Atticus attempts to
more personal level

209

The state has not produced one iota of medical
evidence to the effect that the crime Tom Robinson
is charged with ever took place.

In law, the burden o
Mr Gilmer should hz
took place. In a mod
case would even ha

209

...it was guilt that motivated her. She has committed
no crime, she has merely broken a rigid and time-
honored code of our society

210

She did something every child has done — she tried
to put the evidence of her offense away from her.

Atticus describes M
case against Tom Ro
evidence of her disg

210

And so a quiet, respectable, humble Negro

Atticus characterise

| Mini Vocabulary Guide

chiffarobe a piece of furniture with drav ex
chillun children £ o
ex cathedra from the ch

expunge g 100

TASK 19 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

'we lower part and h

r IngUdge Taylor’s official statement

Read pages 197-201.

From the testimony of Tom Robinson, and information gathered from the ¢
testimonies, piece together the real events that took place on the evening of.
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Chapter 21

Summary

Upon her entrance to the courtroom, Calpurnia notifies Atticus of Scout, Je
however, Mr Underwood enlightens Atticus to their location in the court b
children to go home and eat dinner, and then allows them to return to the ¢
verdict. By the time the children return to the courtroom, the jury still have
the jury return, Tom Robinson is found guilty and sentenced.

Analysis
The author has engaged the reader so completelv t'..* e hare the disapp
when the guilty verdict is returned. This r>z -t n » Lést

' e mad dog (pp. 98-102) as a metaphor
one distinct zwilce, © = - sur, as the gun is empty. This emphasises the futi
' m Robinson’s case as noble but futile.

The narrator uses the sho

Page Quotation A

213 ‘You think they'll acquit him that fast?’ The author is using Jem’s in
asked Jem. should have happened if tru
‘..but don't fret, we've won also setting him up for a fall.

215 it,” he said wisely. ‘Don't see how any jury are to share his disappointm
could convict on what we heard show that he is like his fathe

' Mini Vocabulary Guide

psychical paranormal or supernatural

TASK 20 - ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Read pages 216-218.

Examine the following;:

e How the author creates a sense of tension

e The function of the narrator’s voice and how it influences the reader

e DPoetic, literary characteristics of the writing style

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

TASK 21 — EXTENDED ESSAY ANSWER ("' ° o

How is the character of Attic'~ .rés u 1w during the trial scenes in Lee’s n
Consider his cross-exa.:

Lo

3. Tom Robinson

fag
ducation

Present your findings in an essay.

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 39 of 111



Chapters 22-24

Summary
During Chapters 22-24 we see the repercussions of the Tom Robinson

trial on the Finch family. In Chapter 22, we see Jem’s anger, Atticus and
Scout’s dismay, and the gratitude shown to the family by Tom Robinson’s
family and the Negro community of Maycomb. Once again, Miss Maudie
shows kindness and support to the children, baking them a cake and
reassuring them that despite the outcome of Tom Robinson’s case there

is some optimism for people’s future attitudes on race and equality.

Tom Ewell pays Atticus a visit, spitting in his face, - ». ki Eeatenmg his life ¢
Robinson and treatment of Mayella in court Ir CF 23, we once again s
maturity in his dismissal of and e v &1 2well despite his behaviour. T
remains unchangmg, as wr witi see her self-entitled attitude in her e
again on theizmmop - _periority and status in the town, and the bad ‘st
in Maycomi
her formatior

1apte1‘ 24 we see even more of Aunt Alexandra’s hypocri
e women’s Christian Missionary Circle. Like Aunt Alexa
hold prejudiced views against all those they deem beneath them, showing 1
accusations made against Robinson and the outcome of his trial. During the
house and informs Calpurnia, Scout and Aunt Alexandra that Tom Robinsc
requests that Calpurnia accompany him to the Robinson residence to notify

Analysis

After the trial the author concludes and summarises the moral lesson. We v
have paid but we are also given a glimmer of hope that some good has beer
Cunninghams, a member of the jury, was stubbornly refusing to convict To
Ewells’ testimonies. This shows that a small change has been made in the w
defence was not an entirely futile gesture after all.

The author uses the children and Miss Maudie to explain these things to the
help Tom Robinson: Judge Taylor, Atticus, the Cunningham on the jury, Li
Underwood.

The chapter ends on an ominous note: Bob Ewell spits on Atticus, showing,
Because of this, we expect some form of revenge from Ewell.

i 1 with Ewell’s ag
wsual Atticus’ respon

In Chapter 23, Atticus shows passive resistance wlﬂr"”a
down or refuse to fight from cowardice, hovzer o1
violent reaction would only precipi* =

n e violence.

If Atticus has g fe' . ;:g.*.od‘l"d Be argued that it is his refusal to take Ewe
presumes 14

e direats have no sting.

Page 229 At this stage, Aunt Alexandra still lacks sympathy and under
commitment to Tom Robinson’s case. Within a chapter, howe
She grows morally from seeing the damage that prejudice ha;
is used to illustrate social prejudice, looking down on ‘white
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In Chapter 24, just after the strong condemnation of Maycomb’s society in
shown the middle-class white females at their hypocritical worst. The Miss
is false, short-sighted and fraudulent about religious practice in Maycomb.

Mrs Merriweather is a caricature and represents the whole group, voicing t
exception is Miss Maudie, who remains, like Atticus, a moral benchmark a
judge the others. She remains in the group but does not engage in the hypo
Aunt Alexandra’s mannerisms are parodied to emphasise how affected an
group are. In the subtle politics of the group, Scout is out of her depth. Our
suspicious. This chapter is especially thick with irony.

Pages 239-240

Miss Maudie reacts ! ar, .
Aunt Ale» .« 1 7 s with Miss
“ri ‘whom we approve.

g o

Maudie she crosses

This is confirmed a

‘announces that she wants to be a lady like her

The author’s purpose in this is to show that, if a lifelong bigot like Aunt Al

change.
Page Quotation
They' ve dqne it Pefore and they did /t.‘ tonight and Atticus expresses his
219 they'll do it again and when they do it — seems that ) L.
only children weep. corruption of racism i
] o o Miss Maudie putsa n
S:oz eatm?har;cjl sctlart;hu;kmg, Jem. Zﬁlt evter that there was a silen
strike you that Judge Taylor naming Atticus to ,
222 defend that boy was no accident? That Judge the Ewe”sl case all al
Taylor might have had his reasons for naming him? Judge Taylor because
right.
Atticus Fin.ch won't win, he can't win, bul.“ he's the Like Atticus, Miss Ma
only man in these parts who can keep a jury children and readers
222 out so long in a case like that. And | thought to | h .
myself, well, we're making a step — it's just a baby- $0 Or]g,‘ w (‘en previou
step, but it's a step. conviction, is a source
Jem, see if you can stand in Bob Ewell's shoes a
minute. | destroyed his last shred of credibility at
that trial, if he had any to begin with. The man had . . .
’ ...aver, Atticus is phi
224 to have some kind of comeback, his kind alwo''s = th I E i
does. So if spitting in my face and threi: ni. 9 r Othermen wou e
saved Mayella Ewell one extre > tir nats
something I'll gladly te o
e sine in my father's world. Scout is a tomboy and
240 ivirHeck Tate did not trap you with talking company of me
questions to make fun of you are being characterise
) ] ] Mrs Merriweather’s w
‘Hypocrites, Mrs Perkins, born hypocrites,” Mrs awareness. This is an
240 Merriweather was saying. ‘At least we don't have h h ) R
that sin on our shoulders down here.’ when a character say
knows to be true.
After all, if Aunt 1d be o ladv at a time like thi This is an indication t
er all, if Aunty could be a lady at a time like this,
244 <o could | y y We should now apprc
' loyalty to Atticus.
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m Mini Vocabulary Guide
[ )

feral wild or savage

circumstantial evidence tending to establish a conclusion from facts which
furtive secretive

apprehension concern

brevity briefness of speech

TASK 22 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASKS

Answer the following questions: i
1. Atticus and Jem discuss the law. What cor . 10 =
2. What was wrong with the jury? .
3. What was hopeful about -

4. Why d1d Atticue.a o

< ; ,Differen Cultures and Social Structure

Our modern societies have a fairly flat structure. Where we are on the soci
job and how much we earn, rather than the conditions we were born into.

world at the time of Lee’s writing, however, were much different. A child

family may have very limited access to education. He or she would be nee
could miss out on his/her schooling. This, in turn, limits that child’s oppor
family’s poverty by getting a good education and then a good job. This inj
her presentation of the Ewell and Cunningham families. In Maycomb the :
(layered) as follows:

1. Middle-class whites — Finches and those like them

2. Working-class whites — Cunninghams

3. White ‘trash’ — Ewells

4. Negroes — Robinsons, etc.

O‘u '

Mnmngham on the jury?

From the social structure that Lee depicts in her novel we can see that sh
to the fact that the ‘negroes’ — despite perhaps receiving a higher level of
illustration of superior morals than families such as the Ewells — are autc
bottom of society. From Lee’s characterisation of Tom Robinson, his fam
characterisation of the Ewells, we as readers are incredibly aware of the i
cruelty of the Ewells and the kindness of Calpurnia and her black neight
believes that structures in society are not illustratv - s someone’s charac
social structure and Lee s illustration of the 1]11 e

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

: ~sh6Wn to farming f

chance in ¥ ation and not been constrained by the responsibilities of ti
be as cruel and bitter about the world.
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Chapters 25-29

Summary
Over the course of the next few chapters, the events and aftermath of Tom E
In Chapter 25, we see that the residents of Maycomb County show little syr:
alternatively ruling it as typical behaviour from a black man. Similarly, C
time and people in the town moving on from the events of the Robinson c
her next grade of school, and Jem settling into being a teenager. With the pe
case, Scout’s mind wanders back to the Radley residence, but this time with
tondly the gifts left to her and Jem by Boo. In Chapter 27, we see a disrupti g
dismissal from a job reigniting his anger with Attic: ~ Tudge Taylor for |
pays Judge Taylor a threatening visit, and <. nt + O taunt Tom Robmsorz
employer, Mr Link Deas, threaterc. t,p. Meanwhile, Scout is prepar
Halloween show at schonl e a3 of which unfold in Chapter 28. After
home and thg, ¢ leyare bemg followed, and after a struggle wi

a kitchen kni™ :élrity is finally provided on the events in Chapter 29 wher*;
following the children out of revenge and his hatred of Atticus, and that the
Radley, who once again was watching over them from the Radley residence

Analysis
These final chapters are heavy with moral comment as the author reinforce:
already occurred. Nothing has been left to chance. We even witness a die-
grow morally and reverse her opinion of the case.

Maycomb’s general reaction to Tom Robinson’s death is predictable: it is i
and then is forgotten. The whites take it as an example of Negro stupidity

The author reserves her strongest criticism for those who continue to oppo:
wrongs committed.

Chapter 26 further consolidates the moral issues related to the recent inju
Miss Gates discusses democracy in school and the author uses this as anoth

Chapter 27 re-establishes Bob Ewell as a villain bent on reyenge. It alsod
vengeance will lead him to the Finches soon. Scout’r 1
suspect that she may be needing freedom of m e ‘
while wearing this because her perc.2 o e limited and her mobility gre
vy wand durmg Ewell’s attack.

fi~tive costume f

u’sometlme soon. S

tension in the narrative le- ? -

In Chapter 3 # % av.inor ‘éarefully creates a haunting atmosphere through |
calling up da=#fnantoms from Scout and Jem’s childhood. Ironically, they :
this instance as Boo turns out to be their guardian.

Page 261 The ideal location for an ambush is established as being just :
increases expectation and tension, leading up to a false clims
deliver the expected outcome, the stalker’s attack, just yet. Tt
children will have to pass this way on their return journey.
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The second and final climax in the novel follows. This event is significant
human capacity for evil (Ewell) and selfless courage (Jem and Boo). It is ap
Arthur Radley in his true role, not a phantom, but a guardian.

The author had, until this chapter, not recently mentioned or focused on th
is a deliberate tactic to cause the reader to partially forget about him. Whe
therefore far from the first champion we imagine for rescuing the children.
topic of the Radleys to surprise her readers with this outcome.

Chapter 29 continues the denouement of the novel. Scout has a realisation
rescuer, Arthur Radley.

Page Quotation .
Mr Underwood sim~" ', was a sin to kill Mr Underwood, the
247 cripplee be ti=s .o Hig; sitting, or escaping. He newspaper, shows
IHE +s WY j Heath to the senseless slaughter of when he condemns
s0 by hunters and children referred to is the m
Scout’s teacher, Mi
opulation view the
Over here we don't believe in persecuting anybody. P p
251 ) - their European cou
Persecution comes from people who are prejudiced.
demonstrate a lack
in their own society
..wasn't crazy, mean as hell.
275 Low-down skunk with enough liquor in him to make | Heck Tate speaks o
him brave enough to kill children. He'd never have emphasises his cow
met you face to face.

o Mini Vocabulary Guide
[_J

incantations magical chanting used when casting a spell

ad astra per aspera  a motto meaning ‘through difficulties [we reach] to

garishly excessively bright

denouement the final section of a literary text in which all the ev
and brought to a close
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Chapter 30

Bob Ewell with Ewell’s own kitchen knife. Heck Tate knows that Arthur R
kitchen knife and that Ewell had another knife of his own, a switchblade. E
Scout and broke Jem’s arm before Boo intervened. Atticus is keen to go thr
Heck Tate rejects this idea to protect Boo from the publicity that would foll
involvement he agrees with the sheriff’s version of events, in principle, to p

Analysis
Once again the mockingbird theme is invek d, o2
protect the weak and innocent. A*'0 ¢ . ]'J wved this in defending Tom Robi
A w“ayhis not always the right way. Justic

defending Boo. Sometim - «
Ewell’s deat il '

Page Quotation
Heck Tate believes t
There's a black boy dead for no reason, and the man ,
282 ) o debt for the Ewells
responsible for it's dead. ] .
operate outside the |
282 ‘Well, it'd be sort of like shootin' a mockingbird, Scout shows Atticus
wouldn't it?’ reasons for protecti

) Mini Vocabulary Guide

switchblade a flick-knife
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Chapter 31

Summary
This chapter is dedicated to Boo Radley and the role he has played in the ¢
lives. Scout finally realises that he has been watching as their silent, invisib
Scout feels a great relief at this discovery, and shows great kindness towar
she now addresses as ‘Mr Arthur’, and the pair quickly bond and understa
another. We are left with a peaceful image of the Finch household, optimis
Jem’s recovery after the attack, and happy with the Radley resolution.

Analysis
In this chapter, we are given a final, concls ve m ..
« b 4 cdlly, Scout believes her childh
A -~mora1 education.

from another person’s perspectiv-.

we, the readers, have cory

Page Quotation

Will you take me home?’

284 | He almost whispered it, in the voice of a child afraid | >CcOUt has insight in
of the dark. is something childli

—— - The narrator emph
285 Summer, and he watched his children's heart break. as a guardian and w

Autumn again, and Boo's children needed him.

Atticus was right. One time he said you never really The novel conclude
know a man until you stand in his shoes and walk principal moral less
285 around in them. Just standing on the Radley porch perspective, just as

was enough. sympathetic to the

TASK 23 — DISCUSSION PROMPT

Now you have finished reading To Kill a Mockingbird and completing the tas
to think about the meaning of the book as a whole. The way in which Lee ch
develop the themes and underlying messages of the text. For example, the be:
Scout’s home and school life, but as the story develops Scout becomes more
adult world, culminating in her experience at the trial. The novel moves fro
larger public ones to explore the varying effects of prejudice.

With a partner, consider how the structure of To Kill a Mo kingbird helps th
message about judgement. .

Consider: i .

1. The sequence of eve w . Z«¢ moral lessons learnt

2. The ord ki 2 o o gnificant events/characters/issues appear

3. How th r creates her own metaphors/examples and draws upo
4. The function of the narrator in instructing the reader

5. Anything else you consider relevant
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Characterisation

Guide to Characterisation
Remember, an author can express character:

e Through the character’s words and tone
As in real life, what someone says and how they say it are good indicat
someone is continually shouting and nasty, it is fair to draw the conclu
tempered, anxious, under pressure, selfish, etc.

¢  Through the character’s thoughts
As with a person’s words and tone, evc pt %‘h;’_
real life. . =

do not normally he:

5 actions

real-life character indicator. We judge others by their ac

admirab® gs, even when they are difficult. Evil people prey on the

¢ Through the character’s appearance
This is not always a reliable guide in real life, but in fiction it is more sc
physical characteristics that may guide the reader’s opinion. Beyond w
colour, beauty) there are things about our appearance that show our pe
status. A person, who is filthy all the time, is likely to be that way by ct
in worn clothing may only be poor, however. Villains may often have «
deformity, but not all characters with these are villains. Tom Robinson
example, but this is so the reader may feel more sympathy for him.

¢ Through the character’'s name
Names may sound like words that have their own associations — Darth
like “dark” and “insidious” and Atticus was an ancient Greek philosoph

e Through the character’s environment
If a character chooses to live in a Gothic castle, or a murky cave, it may
Harper Lee uses Boo Radley’s scary house to mislead us into thinking 1
phantom’, for example. The disgusting condition of the Ewells” house i
moral standards.

COPYRIGHT

Some characters” opinions are ™y ¢ = . worthy than others. If the villz PROTECTED
,.:3 1a" v should like that other character. If a
‘eus are trash, we should pay attention.

o  Througi? arrator’s commentary
The narrator may lead (or mislead) the reader with opinions about oth
Radley is a ‘malevolent phantom’ (misleading) but she also provides m
should believe. She largely produces a reliable moral commentary on t

o9

ducation
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Task 24 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Building Character Profiles: As you progress through this study pack you v
information on the main characters. Print several copies of the next page. I:
on each of the sheets. Take time at the end of each chapter to record the imp.
characters.

If this is completed, by the time you have finished this study guide you wil
each character in one place. This will be very useful for your revision.

An example of how to fill in a character sheet is included here.

Character Name: Atticus

Page/ Character 7. 4 “‘
Chapter . e :
11 Voemmoei <« o supported his brother | ‘for several years ¢

university earnings in his bre

Knows how to make people feel _
‘Atticus greeted W

26/3 | comfortable no matter what their age ,
about crops neithe

or class

Good parent — he teaches his children to | “You never really v
33/3 | have empathy, a trait which is not big consider things fre

in Maycomb climb into his skin

Character Profile Sheet

Character Name:

Page/Chapter Character Comment
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Brief Character Summaries

Jean Louise ‘Scout’ Finch
She is the narrator and protagonist of the text. Scout
novel and nine by the end of it. She lives in Maycon:
her brother and father. She is clever and curious anc
Maycomb society and its racism and inequality. Thr
Harper Lee is able to explore the contextual issues ¢
inequality in society through the innocent eyes of a
young child. Scout remains heavily influenced by he
her to have empathy and treat pec »le as equals.

Atticus Finch L g
He is Scout and Jem’s father, al-. . o single parent. He is in his fiftie:

older than the other per< .« *...town. He is well respected in the commu

Ror . occtful to everyone, regardless of their behaviour ¢
ence will not let him be racist like the other townspeopl:
ty and during the trial pleads with the jury to put aside sk
and look at the facts. Atticus has the courage to stand up against most of the
and his own family to uphold what he believes in.

Jeremy Atticus ‘Jem’ Finch
Jem is Scout’s older brother; he is nearly 10 at the start of the novel and 13 L
and is Scout’s best friend for the majority of the novel. He is clever and lear;
understanding and treat everyone as equals. His faith in human nature is sl
father like Atticus it seems like he will come through the experience withou

Charles Baker ‘Dill’ Harris

Dill is the nephew of Miss Rachel who lives next door to the Finches. He be
and Jem during the summer when he stays in Maycomb. He is small and st::
living in reality Dill is happier in his own world where he can fantasise abom
exciting life. However, we find out that that only really covers up his loneli:

Calpurnia
Calpurnia is the Finches’” housekeeper. She is well respected and loved by 4
and the children, and takes almost a parental role in the house. There is son:
tension between her and Aunt Alexandra who sees her as 1 servant. She is

compassionate and empathetic and encourages the .> .r. n to be understar:

3 the whole story revolves around Tom:
unfairly accused of raping a white woman, N
* married with three children. He is the ‘mockingbird
who didn’t do any harm to anyone but who dies be¢
prejudice. In the novel, Robinson is used by Lee as &
of black people who were exploited, victimised and.

- as a result of the racism engrained in the American }
twentieth century.
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Arthur ‘Boo’ Radley
He is the Finches’ next door neighbour. He has been locked up for 15 years .
trouble as a teenager. He is seen by the Maycomb people as a malevolent pl
novel we discover that he is a kind but lonely man. He leaves the children p
end. He is another character who can be seen to be symbolic of the ‘mocking

Bob Ewell

Bob Ewell is the father of the Ewell family, and lik
man, who lives off relief checks by choice, behind th
many children. He is the father of Mayella Ewell,
rape. However, we find out that h is lying about Tc
. v ho has been beat:
.ai cowardice and evil wh:

suggested he is really the r
daughter. He renr. » at. »
’ ™ the dark .

nches’ neighbours. She grew up near Atticus’ family ho
than him. She’is a widow and throughout the novel a good friend to the chi
also a sort of tomboy like Scout. Miss Maudie is similar in many ways to At:
defending Tom Robinson. 5

Aunt Alexandra
She is Atticus’ sister, and she lives back at the family home with her husbar:
rarely speaks. She is always trying to influence Atticus’ style of parenting. <
obsessed with the idea of the Finches” superiority, and looking down on lov:
classes and black people. However, it seems like she may have become sligt
more accepting towards the end of the novel.

Mayella Ewell

She is the oldest Ewell child; we get the sense that she
and a half and Scout describes her as “a thick bodied gir!
labour’ (p. 197, Chapter 18). Through the novel we discc
however, we cannot feel completely sorry for her becaus
even though she knows it could lead to his death.

Link Deas
He is Tom Robinson’s employer and he tries to su

1 just want the whole lot of you to kr ..+ tr‘;;rig right now. That boy’s wor:
Tain't had a speck o’ trout’> wuti. 1. 1...Not a speck. (pp. 216-217, Chapter

He later giv i bn “Laison a job even though he doesn’t really have work f:

Mrs Henry Lafayette Dubose
She is an old, ill-tempered, racist woman who lives near the Finches. The chi
rude to them and insults Atticus: “‘Mrs Dubose was plain hell” (p. 7, Chapt

her criticism of his part in the Tom Robinson case: “Your father’s no better t:
works for!” (p. 113, Chapter 11). This outburst makes Jem destroy her flowe
children, and us, see a different side of Mrs Dubose; she is courageous in he
addiction.
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Nathan Radley
He is Boo Radley’s older brother. When his father died he took over his role
presented as cruel in the way that he fills in the knot hole so that Boo can’t 1
any more. |

Heck Tate
He is the sheriff of Maycomb and a witness at Tom Robinson’s trial. We g
Atticus and agrees that Tom is innocent. In the end he protects Boo Radle

Mr Underwood
He is the publisher of Maycomb’s newspaper. He hates H <k people, but pz
courthouse. He makes up all the news in Maycom’ v de dri

Mr Dolphus Raymond
He is arich whlte man v Ty
all the time g

I'm notse® of a drinker, but you see they could never, never understand tl;
that’s the way I want to live (p. 221, Chapter 20)

Mr Walter Cunningham
He is a poor farmer whose finances were badly hit by the depression. He i
Tom Robinson; however, he is touched by Scout’s attempts to talk to him.
the Cunninghams was in the jury and wanted to find Tom innocent.

Walter Cunningham
He is the son of Mr Cunningham and Scout’s classmate. He is a meek and

Miss Stephanie Crawford
She is the local gossip and often quoted by Scout. It seems that sometimes
malicious and also lies:

Stephanie Crawford even told me once she woke up in the middle of the nig
in the window at her (p. 50, Chapter 5)

Miss Maudie tells Scout this about Boo Radley; it is obvious that she thinks
round the neighbourhood doing good’ (p. 49, Chapter 5), but probably does:
nosing into people’s business. She also seems to enjoy trying to aggravate p:
the children ‘didn’t it make us mad to see our dadH ~au (p. 237, Chapter 2

Miss Caroline Fisher

She is Scout’s teacher. She * -
children of N ‘
that seems 1

c‘ad from Winston County, North Ala
ies'to 1mp1ement the ‘Dewey Decimal System’ ¢

’)I‘l 1

‘teiy mapproprlate for them.

Uncle Jack Finch
He is Atticus” and Alexandra’s brother. He is the youngest sibling and At
medical school. He isn’t married and has a cat called Rose Aylmer.

Francis Hancock
He is Scout’s second cousin and Aunt Alexandra’s grandson. Scout describe
I ever met’ (p. 89, Chapter 9).
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Detailed Character Analysis

Jean Louise ‘Scout’ Finch
She is the narrator and protagonist of the text. Scout is six at the beginning of tk
novel and nine by the end of it. She lives in Maycomb, a sleepy southern town,
her brother and father; her mother died when she was little. She is very close tc
family, and at the beginning of the novel spends all her time with her brother J.
She listens to and respects her father Atticus who is the main influence in her Ii
other important friend is Dill, who she considers herself engaged to.

She is clever and can read and write even though she is only six: “Scout yon:
been readin’ ever since she was born’ (p. 8, Chapter 1) She doesn’t want to f
school because Miss Caroline criticises her for bein= » : ) read, so she h
hide her intelligence: ‘I never deliberately learr 5d >, ead but somehow T
wallowing illicitly in the daily pape~/ p . 5, Chapter 2). Scout is confused a:
why something she is USUP"‘ , G 18'seen as a crime at school. Instead s
being encouraged t= '~ 1. i criticised. She feels trapped in a school sys

that presend vii 100 challenges

...as L intie ‘sluggishly along the treadmill of the Maycomb County schoo
I could not help but receiving the impression that I was being cheated out o
something (p. 36, Chapter 4)

She is a tomboy, and this subject is brought up often, particularly when Jem
criticise her: ‘I swear, Scout, sometimes you act so much like a girl, it’s mortifyiE
42, Chapter 4). She is spirited and not afraid to fight boys and stand up for he
Atticus. To a certain extent she is put under pressure by society to ‘act like a l
particularly by her Aunt Alexandra:

Aunt Alexandra’s vision of my deportment involved playing with small st
the Add-A-Pearl necklace she gave me when I was born (p. 90, Chapter 9)

She is considered to be a bad child by Aunt Alexandra because of her tom
idea of being a girl as constrictive: ‘I felt the starched walls of a pink cotton
(p. 150, Chapter 14). Here she describes the idea of being a “girl” as like a pris:
there are signs that she is growing out of this: ‘by watching [Calpurnia] I be
skill involved in being a girl’ (p. 127, Chapter 12). Towards the end we see
succeeded in getting her to dress like a girl, and that she sees the honour
even within a crisis.

We learn about Maycomb society through Scout’s innocent eyes as she disc:
generally believes everybody to be good but as the nove' rogresses she grc
baffles her, when we see it baffling her it reveaP‘ how ol

I never understood her preoccupﬂ* ct " 1ered1t 1. Somewhere I had recew

Scout doesn’t 2iways realise what is going on, but from her description the auc:
example Jem works out long before her that Boo Radley is leaving them the pre
to his room, he looked for a long time at the Radley place. He seemed to be thiz

She doesn’t realise the significance of this but, we, the audience, do. Through t

not to be racist, and to become more understanding. At the beginning there arc

people disrespectfully, for example when she criticises Walter Cunningham fo:

by the end, when she leads Boo Radley back to his house, making it look like

that to put him in prison for killing Mr Ewell would be like ‘killing a mockmgb

fully learnt Atticus’ lessons.
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Atticus Finch

He is Scout and Jem’s father, a lawyer and a single pa
older than the other parents in the town. He comes fr:
trait which gives you a high status in Maycomb. Beca
location the Finches are ‘related by blood or marriage
(p. 5, Chapter 1). However, in her introduction to the E
Chapter 1, Harper Lee does address the problematic I
American families in the twentieth century whose dir
black slavery. Although Lee goes to great lengths to si:
attitudes of his ancestors through the equality he pror:
Robinson and the black community, Lee shows us tha:

Sister, when you stop to think about it, our generation’s practically the first i;
marry its cousins. Would you say the Finches have an Incestuous Streak? (p.

He uses his sister’s logic against her to show how ridiculous and short-sigh
a light-hearted and humorous way, poking fun at her.

Through the novel lots of the things we learn about Atticus, and his behavic
way that he parents Jem and Scout. He is kind. He teaches them to be unde
hopes will stop them from being racist like the rest of Maycomb. He worrie:
negative effect on his children:

I hope and pray that I can get Jem and Scout through it without bitterness, a
catching Maycomb’s usual disease...I just hope Jem and Scout come to me fo;
listening to the town (p. 98, Chapter 9)

His parenting is often criticised through the novel by the other characters, &
things that the reader would see as being good. For example, teaching Scou:
to do what she wants and not making her act like a ‘lady’, etc. He doesn’t h:
and encourages Uncle Jack to be honest with them:

When a child asks you something, answer him, for goodness” sake...Children
spot an evasion quicker than adults, and evasion simply muddles 'em. (p. 97,

Atticus tries to make his children understand and see the best in people. Mz
and insulting about him, despite this he smiles as he deSffr';;bes her as ‘canta:
disapproved heartily of my doings’. Unlike his chi'.. - +h doesn’t take her
concentrates on the good in her, pointing ~u - t. tk. ... how courageous she i
townspeople turn against h1m Attic o {o ;¢ get mad at them: ‘But remem
things get, they're st111 our £ = s %, « this is still our home’ (pp. 84-85, Cha;
Robinson beca1 goit o, hmg he has to do to stand by his high sense of

n ive wzth other folks I've got to live with myself. The one thii
majorit 4 a person’s conscience (p. 116, Chapter 11)

Atticus’ conscience will not let him be racist like the other townspeople; he
the trial pleads with the jury to put aside skin colour and look at the facts.

He stands to lose a lot by defending Tom Robinson; Mr Link Deas says “You
this, Atticus. I mean everything’ (p. 160, Chapter 15). He has no choice but tc
that he actively tries to prove Tom innocent that bothers the townspeople: *
defend him. Atticus aimed to defend him. That’s what they didn’t like abou:
has the courage to stand up against most of the town and his own family to
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Jeremy Atticus ‘Jem’ Finch
Jem is Scout’s older brother; he is nearly 10 at the start of the novel and 13 b
Scout and Jem becomes more visible as the story progresses; he no longer
her and starts to try to tell her what to do. Jem was older than Scout when k
remembers her:

He remembered her clearly, and sometimes in
would sigh at length, then go off and play by

This suggests to the reader that Jem has alre
tragedy in his life; he is less naive than Scou!
naturally tranquil dis> + ' ion and a slow
when he destz syt \/1 Dubose’s flowers (

of Fyrg . o Scuidt but at school he wants
w0 C “Juo éxplain that during school hour:
(fhapter 2). Like Scout he loves his father
clever and quick thinking, for example he

else.

He sees himself as brave, although Scout ¢
other children Jem tries present himself a
Walter Cunningham about having touchec
to Scout but he likes to make it clear that h:
the idea of doing a play about Boo Radley
heroism with [Scout’s] cowardice” (p. 43, Chapter 4). He doesn’t like it whe
trying to show off in front of other children, and he usually uses the fact that
told me that I was being a girl, that girls always imagined things, that's why
45, Chapter 4). However, he does show real bravery when he goes back to the

Jem, like Scout, is very influenced by Atticus. We see his compassionate sid:
Cunningham home for lunch saying ‘our daddy’s a friend of your daddy’s”
class differences Jem tries to make him feel like an equal:

By the time we reached our front steps Walter had forgotten he was a Cunn

Jem is understanding; he comes to realise on his own that Boo Radley is not
lonely man and he tries to reach out to him, something which none of the a¢
is so influenced by Atticus’ teaching of empathy that he is sure that the ju 5
0 fiven’t we?” (p.

innocent: ‘Jem was jumping in excitement. “We’ve >
b, = ssof the law and racis:

Jem starts to think more and more about the us tas

If there's one kind of folks. 70" 4« 7,81/ get along with each other? If they":
out of their way fo 7 2 .

L 0ther? (p. 251, Chapter 23)

ioned: ‘I always thought Maycomb folks were the best {
what they seemed like’ (p. 237, Chapter 22). His faith in human nature is sha’
like Atticus it seems like he will come through the experience without bitte:
and Scout too, Harper Lee shows us her hopes for the future and the chan
At the time of writing in 1959, the emergence of the African American civil :
promise of equality and a call for change — Lee places her optimism regardi:
generation, represented by Jem, Scout and Dill. ‘
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Charles Baker ‘Dill” Harris

Dill is the nephew of Miss Rachel who lives next door to the Finches. He
becomes good friends with Scout and Jem during the summer when he
stays in Maycomb. He enters the novel with the words: ““I'm Charles
Baker Harris,” he said. “I can read.”” (p. 8, Chapter 1). He is very small;
‘sitting down, he wasn’t much higher than the collards’ (p. 8, Chapter 1).
Scout describes him as a ‘curiosity’:

His hair was snow white and stuck to his head like duck fluff; he was a

year my senior but I towered over him (p. 8, Chapter 1)
He is ‘a pocket Merlin, whose head teemed with eccer . «. plans, strange
longings, and quaint fancies’ (p. 8, Chapter 1). [ ar’
Radley place, ‘it drew him as the meor it . o s water’ (p. 9, Chapter 1). He
is obsessed by Boo, wonderir - vha i.2 does in there and what he looks
like. Rather thaglivii ~ i aluy Dill is happier in his own world where
he can fant:{ o+ having an amazing and exciting life. However, we
find that onl 1y covers up his loneliness.

Dill presents his family life as good, but we find out that he is a lot lonelier .
During the course of the novel his mother remarries, but living with his mo:
unwanted: ‘they didn’t want me with em’ (p. 157, Chapter 14). Echoing Aur:
Scout, Dill’s stepfather accuses him of not being a proper boy:

You're not a boy. Boys get out and play basketball with the other boys, they t§
house worryin’ their folks (p. 158, Chapter 14)

Possibly through his exposure to the Finches, unlike most of the southern SC
really upset when Mr Gilmer cross-examines Tom, speaking to him disresp‘j
‘Hasn’t anybody got any business talkin’ like that — it just makes me sick’ (p

Calpurnia

Calpurnia is the Finches’” housekeeper. She is described as ‘all angles and
bones; she was near sighted; she squinted; her hand was as wide as a bed sl
and twice as hard’ (p. 6, Chapter 1).

She is well respected and loved by Atticus and the childreﬁ and takes alm
parental role with the children: ‘Atticus always too! "« - s '€’ (p. 6, Chapter
In this way, Calpurnia represents the rare 1(1 °d es- 'own to black individu
L qae and precious relationship

by thelr whlte employers as she br‘ i

Calpurnia tar®jem and Scout to her Negro church — a rare moment that
almost definitely would not have happened in the American society durin
which Lee is writing and sets her novel. However, Calpurnia’s relationshi
with the children allows Lee to discuss issues of racism and explore the
problematic aspects of a racially segregated America.
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Calpurnia, like Atticus, encourages the children to respect and understan
Walter Cunningham at the dinner table, Calpurnia tells her:

Don’t matter who they are, anybody sets foot in this house’s yo’ comp’ny,
you remarkin’ on their ways like you was so high and mighty! (p. 27, Chap

This directly contrasts with Aunt Alexandra who looks down on everyone &
things. Calpurnia taught Scout to read and write and is one of the only liter.
This is because Atticus’ father helped her learn to read. She acts differently .
saying ‘folks don’t like to have someone around knowing more than they da
Chapter 12). She is compassionate and Atticus takes her with him to tell Hel:
dead. i

Tom Robinson ry .
In many ways the whole stor- vmn atound Tom Robinson. He
is a black man who i =  * ‘d ui raping a white woman, Mayella
Ewell. He i<{fi*#R :  .rcied with three children. We don’t actually
see him unti ;¥ late on in the book when he is on trial at the
courthouse. However, we do hear his voice checking with Atticus is
everything if ok while he is protecting him in the county jail. We
know he has a family, and that Calpurnia says he is a good man. He
is crippled:

His left arm was fully twelve inches shorter than his right, and hung
dead at his side. It ended in a small shrivelled hand (p. 205, Chapter 18)

This makes it more than obvious that he couldn’t have committed
the crime for which he is found guilty. He helped Mayella Ewell out
because he felt sorry for her, because she had nobody. He is the
‘mockingbird” in the text, an innocent man who didn’t do any harm
to anyone but who dies because of other people’s prejudice. In this
way, Lee’s mockingbird is representative of all black individuals
who suffered as a result of the racism in society, but specifically the black m:
vulnerable to the threats and manipulation of white women. There are man
being lynched for allegations of interaction or sexual misconduct with a w. |
in the case of Tom Robinson’s, often remained unfounded.

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 56 of 111

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

fag
Education




Arthur ‘Boo’ Radley

. He is the Finches” next door neighbour. When I
wrong crowd and ended up in some minor trot:
brother, locked him in the house: “‘Mr Radley’s |
fifteen years’ (p. 11, Chapter 1). The other boys v
the industrial school and received the best seco::
the state’ (p. 11, Chapter 1). This fact makes Boo’
harsher; the other boys’ punishment was no pu
blessing,.

Over the years he became a fi titious monster it
‘he drooled most of *h ¢ & .14, Chapter 1). ¢
scared to \N"] * 15 5 rouse and he is blamed

OCC g'l

1 . dined on raw squirrels and an:
_.Ads were blood stained’. However, from
-+ him we get the idea that he may have been abu
behind closed doors’ (p. 51, Chapter 5). Through
that he is not a monster, but his father did some
Despite this he is still kind and caring. He leave
which they consider to be important. On seeing the Indian-heads Jem says ‘i
somebody” (p. 39, Chapter 4). These small acts of kindness really emphasise 5
shows the good in people. It highlights the evil nature of Mr Ewell, who che
an animal, compared to Boo who has been through so much, not out of cho:
end he protects the children, and in turn Heck Tate protects him. He is anot
to be symbolic of the ‘mockingbird” in the novel.

Bob Ewell
Bob Ewell is the father of the Ewell family
He is a poor man, who lives off relief chec
rubbish dump with his many children: “T
like animals’ (p. 34, Chapter 3). The Ewells
ever speaks of really negatively: ‘the Ewe.;
Maycomb for three generations. None of
work in his recollection” (p. 33, Chapter 3).
choice: ‘people like the Ewells lived as gu
as well as in the depths of depression’ (p.

his children starve while spending “his re!.
34, Chapter 3). Wj 2o
forus ac 1 ac Or._:, dislike them and alier:
e novel 1t is through the Ewell

hundreds of Working families whose responsibilities on the farm and land ¢
education they were owed. While this may seem a foreign concept to us no:
place by governments that make going to school a legal requirement, a lack
was a very real issue faced by many Americans.

He is the father of Mayella Ewell, who accuses Tom Robinson of rape. How
lying about Tom Robinson, and he is really the person who has been beatin
daughter. When he is in the court he is described as rough and arrogant: ‘A
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and strutted to the stand’ (p. 187, Chapter 17). He enjoys the power of cont
‘Mr Ewell was sitting smugly in the witness chair, surveying his handiwork
Throughout the trial we find that he is rude and racist and filled with hate

Although he technically wins the trial everyone knows deep down that he
and more angry, especially towards Atticus:

He thought he’d be a hero, but all he got for his pains was...was, okay we’ll
back to your dump (p. 276, Chapter 27)

He represents real cowardice and evil when he tries to kill ‘the children in t&

Miss Maudie Atkinson

She is one of the Finches’ ne1ghbou1m i
home; however, she is youhf her tin “She is a widow and throughout
the novel a gocgfriz - 1. cnildren. She loves nature: ‘she hated her
house: time! m_’uors was time wasted’ (p. 47, Chapter 5). She is also a
sort of tombd&#e Scout; she is described as a:

LW up near Atticus’ family

Chameleon lady who worked in flower beds in an old straw hat and men’s
coveralls, but after her five o’clock bath she would appear on the porch and
reign over the streets in magisterial beauty (p. 47, Chapter 5)

She isn’t confined to the role of “lady” like the other women in the town. She
spends time with the ladies all dressed up, as we see towards the end of the
novel, then time in her garden. In this way we can imagine that Scout migh

Miss Maudie is similar in many ways to Atticus. She is the first person we h
if he is a normal person. She isn’t afraid to stand up for what she believes ir:
ladies, and she supports Atticus in defending Tom as one of the:

The handful of people in this town who say that fair play is not labelled Wh

Aunt Alexandra :

e She is Atticus’ sister, and she lives back at the £ 5
e rarely speaks. She is always trying to influence 2
example making him control Scout, or encouragi;
like ‘Finches’: ‘Aunty had a way of declaring Wi
Chapter 13). She is obsessed " ththeidea of the |

A Aards the end of the novel it seems like she
" little; she gives Miss Maudie a thankful look w.
talking about the trial. She also seems upset whe:
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Mayella Ewell

She is the oldest Ewell child; we get the sense that she is abused and
unhappy. She is 19 and a half and Scout describes her as ‘a thick bodied g
accustomed to strenuous labour” (p. 197, Chapter 18). When Scout describe
the Ewells’ house she says that amongst all the mess and rubbish there ar

Aguainst the fence, in a line, were six chipped-enamel slop jars holding
brilliant red geraniums, cared for as tenderly as if they belonged to Miss
Maudie Atkinson (p. 188, Chapter 17)

These are said to belong to Mayella, showing that she is trying to make
things better for herself. During the trial we come to f-. sery for her to a
certain extent. It is suggested that her father ak e 1* 1and that he was the
Tom that she’s never kissed aman ~vc u . yhat hér papa do to her don’t C‘
thinks Atticus is mockmg hﬂ “oaen L calls her ‘ma’am’ and ‘Miss Mayell
suggests that ngbocy * ¢ viite or respectful to her. Another sign of how:
she doesn’t1 +d what Atticus means when he asks her if she has an
continues to to her lies, even though she knows that it may mean To

means we can't pity her entirely:

Tom Robinson was probably the only person who was ever decent to her. But s
her, and when she stood up she looked at him as if he were dirt beneath her feet (;

Scout’s description of her also makes her seem sly and calculating; she grow
her story: ‘but it was not her father’s brash kind: there was something stealt
eyed cat with a twitchy tail” (p. 199, Chapter 18).
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TASK 25: ACTIVE LEARNING TASKS

These exercises are intended to help you to think about how the characters :
the novel. :

Atticus

1. You are telling your brother about the Tom Robinson cas
listening in the doorway.

Write down your thoughts and feelings.

You could think about:

e How you feel about the Tom Robinson case
e  What reaction you hope <h¢

have to your cor

*  Your hopes and f-ar ‘ah e future

e Whatver 2 in 0 next

. e

2. You have a4 ﬁnd Tom Robinson guilty of a crime you know

L& 2our thoughts and feelings afterwards.

You could think about:

e How you feel about what you did

e Whether you would change your actions if you could

e THow you feel about the judgement that the jury made

o The last speech that you made to them, and whether this had any
e How you think Jem and Scout will react

Scout
3. You have just left the courtroom with Dill, and spent some time talking with [
Raymond after Tom Robinson’s conviction.

Write down your thoughts and feelings afterwards.

You could think about:

e How you feel about Dill’s reaction to the verdict

e Your opinion of Dolphus Raymond

e How you imagine Tom Robinson and his wife, Helen, must be feeh'.f

¢ Whether your experience talking with Dolphus Raymond has chan
aspect of Maycomb society

4. You have just met Boo Radley and he has saved your brother’s life.

Write down your thoughts and feelings as ve .« - 4k im home.
You could think about: i £
& iy met him

darance and the way he acts

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

e How you feelnow that~ .\ -
e  Whatyou think .{
o Wheg##lkvc ' . .uon of him has changed e
o Hov@#® eel about him killing Mr Ewell '

-w.w.,\u
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5. You have just been told by Atticus that there is nothing wrong with t
was filled in by Nathan Radley. Write down your thoughts and feeling:
stand at the door

6. You have just heard the jury find Tom Robinson guilty. Write down yo:
thoughts and feelings as you look down from the balcony.
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Dill

7. You have just found out about Boo Radley and his story. Write down
thoughts and feelings as you stare at his house.

8. You have just run away from home and are hiding under a bed in the E

Aunt Alexandra
9. You have just found out that your brother is going to defend Tom Robi:
Write down your thoughts and feelings at this moment.
10. You have just found out that Tom Robinson has been killed. Write do
thoughts and feelings at this moment. :

Tom Robinson P
11. You have just been PropOsiﬂm il

12

run for e down your thoughts and feelings at thlS moment.

TASK 26 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASKS

These text transformation tasks are designed to make you think about the ¢
feelings and experiences. :

Boo Radley’s Diary ‘
At the end of the play Scout describes what the actions of the previous year:
Radley, looking out of his window. Imagine you are Boo and write his diar:
below; try to think about what sort of language you think he would use, an:
character. :

1. Imagine you are Boo and you have noticed the children doing a play ab
from this day.
You could think about:
e  What it is like being locked up in the house
e What you think about the way the Maycomb inhabitants think ab
e How you feel about your father and why he locked you up and t
e  What you think of the different parts of your story that they choo

2. Now imagine you are Boo and write a diary entry from the first day ths
children a present in the tree. ~ '
You could think about: ;
e How you feel about Jem ar” “¢c . .
e Why you have dec?<" 1 e them presents

st wﬂl do when they find them
tank mlght happen if your brother finds out
might do next

3. Write a diary entry imagining you are Boo on the evening that you ki
You could think about:
e How you feel about what you did
o  The reasons why you think that Heck Tate protected you
e  What you think of the children
e  What you may do next
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TASK 27 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASKS

Imagine you are Dill. It is the trial and the jurors have just gone out to m
still upset about the way Mr Gilmer spoke to Tom Robinson. Write Mr
feel about the situation.

You could think about:

¢ How you felt when he was questioning Tom
e  What you think about the way he spoke

e What you think his motivations might have been for acting the wa
e  What ways you think he should change his behaviour ‘

The Jury’s Report: Imagine you are listening in on the jury who are t
Tom Robinson or not. You are writing a report 2k .
decision that it did. One of the member=. v 10

wvhat happened a:
Junningham, spea
“7in . ham may use to try to convine

m did to make them think he is guilty

e What reasons Mr Cunningham has for thinking he is innocent
e How did they feel about Atticus’ last speech to the jury

e What experiences have the jurors had in their lives that make them
¢ Why do they come to their final decision ‘

Now you have completed these you could think of a text transformatio:
example, you could write Mayella’s diary over the course of knowing
Tribune from the day of the trial.

These Speaking and Listening exercises are designed to help you to think m
ways of exploring the text. :

1.

Debate
Throughout the play Miss Maudie and Aunt Alexandra, Scout’s two m.
shown to have very different opinions on class distinctions and racis |
Get into a group of two and each take the part of one of the women.
characters and the issues surrounding gender equality and racism at
your character has expressed throughout the novel.

Aunt Alexandra and Miss Maudie coul t! :;;"r[jL_ 9

e What they think of the otho:1 ¢ © « n the community
e  What they think a '~ - %}m aad pehave like, for example, what sort :

in, hozgshs - o pgak'yénd dress, and how she should act in soc
e Thiygi™Rs aich are important to them |
e  WhXe#Cy think of Scout’s behaviour throughout the novel
e THow they feel about the trial of Tom Robinson

Yo

Once you have thought of some ideas start a debate arguing your cha

Maycomb.

e Takeitin turns to make a point

e You may want to appoint a chairperson to ask each speaker ques
discussion

e Try to speak like and use the same language as your character
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2. The Strike
In the novel Atticus Finch is questioned by a group of men who are wc
his house. Look at pages 159-161. We can only hear parts of their conve
Heck Tate, Link Deas, Dr Reynolds, Mr Avery and some other men.

Allocate roles to your group of five and think about how both parties v
things:

o  The reaction that the case may cause amongst the townspeople
e  The effect that the case might have on Atticus’ life

e What they think of the Ewells and their allegations against Tom Rc:
e Their attitudes towards black people in the com» unity

it yoﬁ like. When doing
| now they may think and feel.

You can write down some pomts te hil y

consider your character’s nc..c )'

themselves and who might be to blame for Tom Robinson’s death. On

are people who may be to blame, and on the right-hand side of the tabl:
Tom. Each member of the group should choose one of the following ch.
side of the table:

Mayella Ewell Helen Rob,é

Bob Ewell

The jury

The guards

The white people of Maycomb

Write your story. You could include:

e  Your name, age and occupation

e When you met Tom

e  What sort of interaction you had with him
e Whether you think that you made any 1mpact on hls life

e How you feel about his death .

e Who you think is responsible for hi: ¢ sat .. COPYRIGHT
e  Whether, in hindsi ght, \rf\;; “.%i’ij:jg‘l,ﬁimvemécted differently PROTECTED
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Relationships

Adtticus Finch and Bolp Ewell:
Fellow Wacomly County) residents. Tinch and
Ewell have a difficult relationship, with each
Aespising the (ifestyle of the other. Their
contemptuous relationship s exaceripated by
the tridl, resulting in Bolp threatening Atticus
and attacking hs children.

Father and Daughter

' Bob Ewll

Jenn and Scound yand Aunt Alexandra:
TNephew,/ niece unt. Jem and Scout have a
difficult relationship with Aunt Alexandra, often
disagreding with her and reoelling agpinst her
attenpts to assert her aunthority) in the house.

l Aunt Alexandra '

Jem and Scout Finch: Brother and
Yourder sister. The pair love each other
Aeeply) lout their velationship changes
25 Jem grows into an adolescent, with
the pair growing distant at points
through the novel. Jem plags the role
of Scout's protector and role mod&(

l Jem Finch '

Accuser and Accus

Atticus

Jem and Scont Tinch, and Cﬁipw’mﬁ
Children. and nannwy/ housekeeper. The Fmﬁh ol o
childten soe CAlpurria as awember of the .

family and Ao rot re@ﬁrd her in w e

" ,,“é,;ai'ﬁlirnia

Neighbour and
Protector of the

death of Wrs Fincl

Jern and Scout Finch, and Boo Radley: Neighlponrs.
The Tinch children have rever met Boo and are

fascinated by the mystery) and rumonrs surrounding
him, and attenpt 1o estaolish a friendship with him to X

no success. Boo acts gs A sort of guardion andel to the l Boo Radley l
children, watching over them and caring) for them, and \——— )
everdudly) saving them from Bolo Ewell’s attack.

Finch Children
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Analysis of Key Relationships
Scout and Jem Finch

Scout and Jem have a close relationship that blossoms throughout the nov
as elder brother, serving as a protector and role model for the younger Scout
not without its obstacles. As Jem grows into an adolescent, he wishes to spet
embarrassed by Scout’s company at school with his contemporaries, and beg
Scout admires Jem, but often challenges his opinions and determination, p
he believes he knows best due to his status as the older sibling. Scout and Jex
Dill, and the three are united by their fascination with Boo Radley and the R.
often compete for leadership in the group. However, Jem’s bravery in caring
defending of Scout against Bob Ewell’s attack, illustrates his role as leader

Atticus Finch and his Children
The Finch family have a close relation
Jem following the death of his v

o es on the role of bot
possesses a strong moral voice ¢
often voicing his worrie- . ults in the family that he is not pr
that their mg ' > done Atticus adopts a firm but loving approa:
several mor3s®ings to Scout and Jem throughout the novel, particularly
following histtdeness to Mrs Dubose. Atticus” occupation as a lawyer in
admiration among his children for him and his role in the community. Ho
leads his children to underestimate him and his skill, as seen in the incide
Scout receive backlash from the Maycomb community, particularly from th:
defending Tom Robinson. However, Atticus’ firm hand and moral gu1dva
importance of kindness and keeping one’s temper in check.

Calpurnia and the Finch Children
After the death of Mrs Finch, Calpurnia, the Finch family’s housekeeper an:
appears to have adopted the maternal role in the household. Scout and Je
Calpurnia and her disciplining of them; despite the colour of her skin, the
classify her as a Negro, treating her differently from the other black people :
remain fascinated with the Negro community in Maycomb, as seen when
Negro church one Sunday. Despite receiving a hostile welcome from one ch
well-respected in the church and Negro community as a result of Calpurmn
Tom Robinson. Scout in particular appears fascinated with the Negro way
Calpurnia up on her offer of dining with her and her family one night. Ho
by Aunt Alexandra, who forbids Scout from going to Calpurnia’s home. In ;
defends Calpurnia and clearly shows a greater alliance with and respect £
own aunt, illustrating the love and loyalty between the Finch children and

Boo Radley and the Finch Children
Arthur ‘Boo’ Radley remains a mysterious and »'» 4 = ar . throughout the :
introduced to him in the final few chap’ror A mwiér, ollowing the denoue
- aces, he and the chh children ha

come to understand that, deS‘pltf" : 4 ‘

Jem over the *®ars. Radley s observant eye and kindness are seen most Clea,E
trousers, his leaving gifts for the children in the knot of the tree, his wrappi:
snow following the fire, and his saving Scout and Jem’s life against Bob Ew..
unaware of Boo’s observations, Scout and Jem remain fascinated by him am
absence in the town. The Finch children and Dill try to reach out to Boo and
success. However, when Scout and Boo finally meet, Scout’s long-time fas ‘
knowledge of Scout can be seen in the manner in which they quickly bon

admiration and respect for one another. This respect can be seen most clear!
Radley as ‘Mr Arthur’ rather than the nickname of “Boo’ that she has favo
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Setting

Maycomb, United States of America
The novel is set in Maycomb, a town in the southern states of America, fron:
time and place is significant, as she wrote her novel during the late 1950s (a:
By setting her novel almost 30 years earlier, Lee could map the developmen
rights movement from its turbulent origins to its fully fledged status in 19
historical events, and because of its geographical location, Maycomb is an
families living there have been there for a long time. The setting is an imp

Maycomb was an old town, but a tired old town whex 51 first knew it...lac
after their three o’clock naps, and by night*='l v « i1k soft teacakes wit
sweet talcum (p. 5, Chapter 1) L

L qf hfe people moved slowly then” (p. 5,

The env1ronment affects &
attempts to g o, 5 . e heat and elements are futile. The ladies want te
the weather inst them. Like the weather in Maycomb, the structure o

wealthier individuals, such as Miss Maudie, Miss Stephanie, and the Finch i
within the town, poorer members, such as the Ewells and the Cunningham:
and rural land.

The Radley Residence
In many ways, the Radley residence can be seen as a metaphor for or embo.
children, particularly the Finch children. The Radley residence appears an
young Scout, Jem and Dill. In Chapter 1 of the novel, we are given a descrip
With its “[jutting] into a sharp curve beyond’ the Finch residence, its “darkes
appearance and its oak trees that ‘[keep] the sun away’, the Radley reside
nightmarish. The darkness and mystery that envelops the house appears

Finch children due to their belief that inside ‘lived a malevolent phantom’,
when the moon was high’. This phantom, the children believe, is Boo Rad 5
the people of Maycomb, the mystery surrounding Boo turns him into a so
blamed for incidents such as “when people’s azaleas froze in a cold snap’ ar:
committed in Maycomb’ being blamed as the work of Boo Radley. Being yc
Finch children believe the rumours of the town and elevate Boo Radley an
figure in a haunted house. Scout, Jem and Dill’s fear and fascination with
to get in trouble with Atticus, who scolds them for impers onating the famlli
disturbing the house running to and from its grom; 2> ¢ dare in their gam
residence encapsulates the maturmg of ’rhﬁ i hudl‘en as its presence sc
confront their fears, challenge thei msor others and decide what to b
understanding to all

The Courth'¥
We are first i uced to the Maycomb County courthouse in Chapter 16 o:
provides us with a detailed description of the building and its residents. W
supported by concrete pillars; pillars that ‘were all that remained standing
burned in 1865’, around which the current courthouse was built. The pillar
age-old history and law that is preserved by the town, unchanging despite
racist attitude of most of the town’s members. The past that governs the prir:
embodied in Lee’s presentation of the courthouse as anachronistic in desigr:
revival columns’ that ‘clash’ with the ‘big nineteenth-century clock tower’. T

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 66 of 111

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education




decaying state is also emphasised on the inside, through the “‘cool dim hutch:
record books mingled with old damp cement and stale urine’, and the ‘film

floorboards’ of the courthouse (Chapter 16). However, arguably the most m
the courthouse is the segregation involved in its layout, with the white peop
ground floor of the court, complete with optimum viewing space, while the
are separated and housed in a second-storey veranda. This layout transtorm
microcosm of Maycomb County, representing the racism and separation of

AN Mini Vocabulary Guide
anachronistic something that comes from or* . ags to a time pric
seems CONSpicuoUS OF €« frae ~

microcosm a place thatic c.c . asuraller representation of sot
scapegoat anind v du: /o is blamed for something, usually
~ stiung else has caused or done
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Themes

Introducing Themes
These issues run throughout the novel and develop the reader’s understandir:

Prejudice

o  This mostly takes the form of racism, against Negroes, whites who star:
associate closely with them.

e Aunt Alexandra introduces social prejudices; we see her snobbery as sk
families.

TASK 28 — DISCUSSION PROMPTS

1. Discuss the meanine.c e
2. What sia o geit be divided into?

Understandi®
e  Atticus teaches his children to see things from other people’s points of

Courage

e  Various types of courage are explored: a man acting for the community
a man doing something right even though he knows he is doomed to f:
terminal illness, etc.

Religion

e  White Christianity, as practised in Maycomb, is mostly shown to be fla
Missionary Circle is the best example of this.

e Atticus and Miss Maudie are examples of good Christian practice.

o  The Negro church is positively characterised.

Society
e This covers the structure of society, how it is segregated and stratified {
e It also comments on the flaws in our established values (racism in ever

The Mockingbird
e This is a metaphor that the author has developed. The mockingbird rep
harmless and yet ends up being victimised. Both 7 1. Robinson and B¢

mockingbird. COPYRIGHT
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TASK 29 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Theme Development: As you progress through this study pack you will er:
on the themes on the previous page. Print several copies of the next page. I*
each of the sheets, for example prejudice. Take time at the end of each chap
points about how the theme is presented and develops.

If this is completed, by the time you have finished this study guide you wil
each theme in one place. This will be very useful for your revision.

An example of how to fill in a theme sheet is included here.

Theme: Prejudice

Page/
Chapter

@ vy is very important to the

e of Maycomb. People are defined
& _ . to some member:
3/1 by their family background and status;

no recorded ance

this helps to drive prejudice, )
Battle of Hasting

particularly class prejudice.

18/2 At the beginning of the novel Scout ‘He ain’t compar:

judges Walter because he’s poor Cunningham —

There is also black against white ‘I wants to know

131/12

prejudice shown in the novel chillun to nigger

Theme Development Sheet

Theme:

Page/Chapter | Theme Comment Key Quotation
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Prejudice
In Scout’s initial description of her family history the reader is pointed to the
persecution have passed from one group to another throughout history. Si

was persecuted for his religious views, only to come to America and buy thr
long history of American slavery. The persecuted became the persecutor; ho:

Simon would have regarded with impotent fury the disturbance between th
left his descendants stripped of everything but their land (p. 4, Chapter 1)

Scout is here referring to the American Civil War (1861-1865), described i
guide. The black slaves, who helped to make him rich, were freed. Howeve:
from their persecutors as easily as Simon Finch. Throv . at the text the rea

'in each generation and refined by time. Thus the dicta No Craz
Business, Every Third Merriweather Is Morbid, The Truth Is Not in the Del;
Walk Like That, were simply guides to daily living (p. 145, Chapter 13)

room for individuality or change. Children are born having inherited the si:
sort of prejudice most clearly in the character of Aunt Alexandra. Atticus d¢
hasn’t instilled in them that they are ‘are a product of several generations’ g
13) with all the expectations that this might bring, but lets them be individ ‘
society a sort of self-fulfilling prophecy, meaning that you tell someone for |
or trash that eventually they become it. We see this when Tom Robinson ev:
Maycomb people that he is just a predictable black person: “Tom’s death wa
cut and run’ (p. 265, Chapter 25). Lee’s novel argues strongly against prejudi:
be a truly destructive force. All the other themes tie into this main issue.

Racism

In Maycomb the worst thing you can be is a person with ‘no background’
lineage and no land. This history of the black people in the south means t
Racist views are the norm in Maycomb; the black inhabitants are seen as t

- white one. Thi
the white churc

e Hitler so bad an’ then turn around and be ugly about fc
26)

Atticus, the moral compass of the novel, is not racist and he follows his co
black man who he believes is innocent. Not all the members of the Finch fa:
the opinions of Aunt Alexandra; this shows how family views perpetuate rz
if she was raised by Alexandra; it's Atticus who teaches her to be understaré
Calpurnia not as a person, but one of “them’. She has a number of preconce;
community. Despite being from the same family, Atticus sees things very di
the table’s fit to say in front of Calpurnia. She knows what she means to thi:
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Cousin Francis is the mouthpiece for Alexandra’s views:

I guess it ain’t your fault if Uncle Atticus is a nigger-lover besides, but I'm |
does mortify the rest of the family (p. 92, Chapter 9)

Atticus has to go against his family to support Tom; this shows how differe:
be.

The whole town turns against Atticus in his fight for justice. Mrs Dubose sa
better than the niggers and the trash he works for!” (p. 113, Chapter 11). How
racism sometimes goes both ways: Lula tried to make Scout and Jem leave t
know why you bringin’ white chillun to nigger church’ - 131, Chapter 12).

is also stror Mk ;‘d at the trial:

It was Jein's turn to cry. His face was streaked with angry tears as we made ¢
cheerful crowd (p. 234, Chapter 22)

Here it seems as if only the children see the truth of the injustice at the trial.
after the trial and when Tom dies they all put it down to him being black. T
desperate state he was in. They have no sense of understanding. By leading
narrative looking from Scout’s viewpoint Lee reveals the illogical and unfai

Class Prejudice

The discrimination that exists within Maycomb society doesn’t stop at racisr:
Nearly everyone in the town seems to have deep-rooted preconceptions abc:
Scout’s schoolteacher Miss Caroline is ignorant of the clear social divides in :
faux pas in offering Walter Cunningham money for lunch. Scout tries to inte
Caroline, he’s a Cunningham’ (Chapter 2). Scout believes this to be enough i
problem, but it means nothing to Miss Caroline. This shows Scout’s lack of u
novel; she is expressing the narrow-minded views of the town. Atticus is to ;
who will see people and judge them for their actions and behaviour and not

The reasons for these preconceptions and prejudiced views seem to stem fr¢
The white people in the South of the United States argued that their enslave
justified because black people were genetically infe="1 50 wut notices that A
behaviour is hereditary. She makes lots of »-ej di- - and short- -sighted cor
~cakia Drinking Streak, a Gamk:

‘Everybody in Maycomb it seemﬂi‘ : f,"%’{}

What's funny about this is that ‘because of Simon Finch’s industry, Atticus .
marriage to nearly every family in town’ (p. 5, Chapter 1). This means that A
she has the same blood and lineage as everyone else anyway. She is obsesse
superiority. These sorts of beliefs help to maintain the class structure in Ma:
starve, seeing their poverty as hereditary. The poor people can’t get an edus
work at home on their parents’ farms to help support their families. As a cc
each other; this is shown in Mrs Merriweathet’s failure to understand the cc
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tribe. The higher class people want to maintain their social position and ma:
want to share, and see the lower classes as being poor because of the sort of
unfortunate circumstances. They think that spending time with poor people
become like them. Aunt Alexandra doesn’t want Scout playing with Walter

Because — he —is — trash, that’s why you can’t play with him. I'll not have y¢

up his habits (p. 248, Chapter 23)

This contrasts greatly with the way in which Atticus and Calpurnia treat hi:
round for lunch.

The Radleys, welcoy ‘1 town, kept to themselves, a predilection 1:

(p- 10,

The Radley seen as being good enough people to be welcome ‘anywt
people aren’t welcome anywhere; who could that be?

This narrow-minded view contrasts greatly with the people in the novel wt .
example Miss Maudie, Atticus and Calpurnia. Atticus’ influence on his chil¢
the novel in which class prejudice is dissolved.

Jem invites Walter Cunningham home for lunch, knowing he doesn’t have :
daddies are friends, and this makes Walter feel comfortable. He doesn’t loo
get home Atticus discusses farming with him, focusing on the subjects that
the novel Scout treats Mr Cunningham well, and tries to empathise with his
men and changes their minds about what they are doing. These moments i1
understanding can bypass class prejudice.

Individual Prejudice
There are also individuals who are discriminated against personally becaus
Maycomb society.

The townspeople are prejudiced against Boo Radley. His father was a Bapti
that it is his religious leanings which made him treat his son so harshly:

tan a whisky bottle in

Sometimes the Bible in the hand of one man i< .

750
50, Chapter 5)

There are just som: « e who — who're so busy worrying about the ne
learnt gECRin * 1 viie (p. 50, Chapter 5)

s

Boo didn’t fit-
‘disappear’. From years of not seeing him the townspeople turn him into a
for any strange and unexplained activity in the town:

to his father’s expectation of how his son should behave so

Although the culprit was Crazy Addie...people still looked at the Radley Plac
their initial suspicions (p. 9, Chapter 1)
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The fact that in some ways they still blame Boo for killing the animals founcé
fact someone else did it, shows how strong their prejudice is against him. M
who he actually was: ‘he always spoke nicely to me, no matter what folks sz
of him starts to change once he realises that Boo is leaving them the prese :
lonely and sad individual, not evil:

We're askin” him real politely to come out sometimes, and tell us what he d
wouldn’t hurt him and we’d buy him an ice cream (p. 52, Chapter 5)

They want to make him feel better. All the other Maycomb residents leave b
watched his father lock him up, and instead of feeling sorry for him and t
into an urban legend. The children see him for Who h(‘ : ;'ly is and want

Dolphus Raymond is also a victim nfiw & o 1ar pre]udlce however, to a ce:
the townspeople see him. T—Tc T ‘
cannot be comzgeher 4 (& Thie people of Maycomb. Therefore he preten

a ‘sack’ (p. 4 e . wes this to give the people a reason to accept his beh.

NI te man who has a black mistress &

Folks carisay Dolphuq Raymond’s in the clutches of whisky — that’s why h
He can’t help himself that’s why he lives the way he does (p. 221, Chapter

He chooses to live outside Maycomb society because the people will not acc

TASK 30 — DISCUSSION PROMPTS

Discuss the following questions with a partner:
1. Can you notice any other sorts of prejudice in the novel? For example g
Write down your ideas.
2. Why are all the white people offended when Tom says he feels sorry fc
3.  What does Mrs Grace Merriweather’s description of the Mrunas show
different cultures? What is the difference in the Maycomb residents v
4. Why do you think Mrs Gates supports prejudice against black people b
of the Jews?
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Understanding
The main message of the novel is carried within the theme of understanding;
counter prejudice. Atticus” character teaches his children some lessons about

Lots of the characters in the text fail to have understanding for each other. M
understand the children in her class:

Miss Caroline seemed unaware that the ragged, denim-shirted and floursack
of whom had chopped cotton and fed hogs from the time they were able to wa;
imaginative literature (p. 18, Chapter 2)

From the description the reader can see that Miss C ars
they come from a different world to her. Throu 4

‘would only have
>.out’s description of
Caroline is completely ignorant of th> s
come with open eyes wanti

nb commumty and their way

""lea T but rather with a whole other set of ¢

We can see § 7
ladies of Ma%

o

tenovel the potential violence that can be caused by a
D are seen discussing the Mruna tribe that a missionary th
Merriweather feels sorry for them saying:

They had so little sense of family the whole tribe was one big family. A child
there were men in the community, as many mothers as there were women (p

The reader wouldn’t see anything strange about this; they are a community
each other unlike the Maycomb community. She pities them just because th:
wants to ‘help” them by imposing her way of life on them. This is called cul
culture forces their values and ways of life on another culture without unde
Merriweather sees the Maycomb way of life as superior. Many problems ha
through cultural imperialism.

Atticus tries to teach his children empathy, arguably, the most important qu

You never really understand a person until you consider things from his poi:
climb into his skin and walk around in it (p. 33, Chapter 3)

Empathy is something the other Maycomb residents seem to lack. Despite I
towards Atticus he smiles as he describes her as ‘cantankerous’: ‘She still di.
doings’ (p. 123). Unlike his children he doesn’t take her abuse personally bu
her. Calpurnia supports Atticus in his parenting of the " dren. She punish
Cunningham’s eating habits:

Yo’ folks might be better'n the C1 .1 1g i buit it don’t count for nothin’ the
—if you can’tact fit ' = a* 1 e table you can just set here and eat in the k

hs cout for thinking she is superior to Walter. Instead, she
people do things. Atticus tries to make the children und

for some people

I don’t know any landowner around here who begrudges those children any &
(p- 34, Chapter 3)
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He gives them the facts of the situation to help them understand why thin
them that people have both good and bad qualities, rather than just being g:
encourages the children to have understanding; she is the first person that v
Radley as if he is a normal person: ‘Arthur Radley just stays in the house, th
the house if you didn’t want to come out?” (p. 49, Chapter 5). We see Atticu
sees the world:

Somewhere, I had received the impression that Fine Folks were people who di

the sense they had (p. 143, Chapter 13)

Aunt Alexandra is the opposite of Atticus. She has no understanding or con:
sader can see evezgf‘

comparison of these two characters, who are related
compassion. i

TASK 31-DISCUSSION ¥ -

Discuss the #é ir. ; ons with a partner: :
1.  Why dofige#aink that Scout and Cousin Francis have such different oz
different about the way they see the trial of Tom Robinson? ‘
How understanding is Miss Maudie?

Compare Miss Maudie’s viewpoint to that of Aunt Alexandra. What is
Do you think Aunt Alexandra becomes more understanding by the end
What effect do Scout’s words outside the jail house have on Mr Cunnir:
the power of understanding? |
6. What message do you think Harper Lee is trying to give the reader b

understanding?

S N
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Loneliness
There are many characters in the novel who are lonely, excluded from soc
care about them: Boo Radley, Dill, Mayella Ewell and Tom Robinson.

Boo Radley is possibly the loneliest character. Everyone thinks he is an ev
leaving the children presents and reaching out. He is like their guardian an;
the townspeople see him as: :

Someone inside the house was laughing (p. 45, Chapter 4)

At this point in the novel we don t know whether Boo is good orbad. Onre

Dill covers up his loneliness - . 1 ta
children don’tzgalics * o 1 Lives a lonely life: “he had ridden the train b
Maycomb J{##&" . 39, Chapter 4). They are shocked when Cousin Fran
says he hasn'%# a home...he just gets passed around from relative to rel
every summer’ (p. 91, Chapter 9). Dill makes up stories about his father to
Scout that they are engaged:

He staked me out, marked as his property, said I was the only girl he would
neglected me (p. 46, Chapter 5)

Maybe this says something about Dill’s experience of love: lots of words wi:
the descriptions we have of Dill’s life it seems like he is neglected and unl
will have him. He eventually reveals to Scout that ‘they just wasn’t intereste
feels like they don’t need him: ‘they do get on a lot better without me, I Can’j
14).

When questioning Mayella Ewell in the courthouse, Atticus builds up a pic
no mother and no friends. She thinks he’s mocking her when he suggests th:
“When Atticus asked had she any friends, she seemed not to know what he
father is abusive when drunk, and drinks up the money for their food. Scou

...t came to me that Mayella Ewell must have been the loneliest person in

lonelier than Boo Radley who hadn’t been out of the house for twenty-five 1

She is starved of love and affection. She propositions T~ Robinson becaus:
was ever nice to her; however, this ends badly ~ad s

TASK 32— DISCUSSION T ¢

Discuss the i ' I, quesuons with a partner:
1. All thes: ters are isolated through prejudice; however, they eac
Choose one of them; what do they do to improve their loneliness?

2. What do the lonely people in Maycomb show about the community s
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Courage

There are lots of examples of characters who show courage throughout the
courageous to overcome prejudice or their own fears. These moments of coi:
the moments of cowardice in the novel.

The novel is written from the viewpoint of a child, and therefore recounts n:
and Jem overcome their childish fears. Jem shows courage when he runs an
‘Jem threw open the gate and sped to the side of the house, slapped it with
(p. 16, Chapter 1). He does this even though the children believe that he may
novel their fears revolve around superstitions and figments of their overact
courage at school by fighting off bullies even if they are boys, and Jem boas

1.

other children, even though Scout often comments *'=  ac acts very differer

impress. Jem goes back to the Radley houce ‘o et . .
waiting with a shotgun. This is ber, b tuvesn’t want Atticus to punish k
than his fear - he wants 4! © - pect.

One of the 1§
things from &
meaning of courage. Scout and Jem learn what it is to be courageous as an &
novel Scout thinks courage is fighting against things, using physical violenc
However, Atticus teaches Jem and Scout that it is more courageous not to 1
and know you are doing the right thing and that be enough. In Atticus” def
neither looks for the town’s praise, nor is bothered by their insults; he is doi
conscience — it isn’t about anyone else’s opinion. It is the same with Mrs Du
cared if she died addicted to morphine, but she felt that it was wrong and s
against it: “according to her views, she died beholden to nothing and nobod
ever knew’ (p. 124, Chapter 11). She, like Atticus, has the courage to fight a I
doing the wrong thing because it is easier:

¢ che novel is the way in which it follows the children &
adult perspective. This progression is clear in their grov

I wanted you to see what real courage is...it’s when you know you're licked b
begin anyway and you see it through no matter what. You rarely win, but sc
Dubose won, all ninety-eight pounds of her. According to her views, she diec
nobody. She was the bravest person I ever knew (p. 124, Chapter 11)

Atticus wants to be able to look his children in the eye, and he couldn’t do t
he knew was really wrong. By this definition of courage Atticus shows ulti
Robinson when he knows that he will lose:

The jury couldn’t possibly be expected to take Tom Robmson s word against
(p. 97, Chapter 9) ~

There’s been some high talk around tow 1 i ‘e fhat“I shouldn’t do mu

man (p. 83, Chapter 9)

He goes againegis ¢ «1s even threatened with Vlolence by the men

It was times like this when I thought my father, who hated guns and had net
the bravest man who ever lived (p. 111, Chapter 11)

This quote shows the way in which Scout’s ideas about masculinity and bre
Scout comes to see what real bravery is: being a gentleman regardless, treat
horrible to you, and holding your head high and staying true to your belief
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TASK 33 - DISCUSSION PROMPTS

Discuss the following questions with a partner:

1. How does Scout’s idea of courage change throughout the novel?

2. What does the incident with the mad dog show about courage?

3. Do you think that Boo Radley shows courage in the novel?

4. What message do you think Lee is trying to convey through the novel |
characters show?

Innocence
Lee uses the innocent viewpoint of Scout to narrate the text. This helps to st
and irrational nature of prejudice through the eyes of s~ :one who is just ¢
ot the problem. W:

novel Scout’s innocent questioning gets to the v
the mob outside of the jail house it takr 5

residents. TI'§ 't ]udge Tom on the colour of his skin, but on the facts ¢
when he is found guilty:

Theyve done it before and they’ll do it again and when they do it — seems on
235, Chapter 22)

After this happens Jem seems very affected by the experience and it seems ¢
been shattered. Atticus worries that seeing such injustice may embitter him:
Throughout the novel the children’s innocence is constantly threatened, anc
progression into maturity. They move from innocence to understanding.

The symbol of the mockingbird is a good example of the theme of innocenc
innocent creature:

Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit ‘em, but remember it’s a sin
99, Chapter 10)

Mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They don’t
don’t nest in corncribs, they don’t do one thing but sing their hearts out for ;

This symbol is discussed in further detail in the ‘Symbolism” section. Variot
theme, Tom Robinson and Boo Radley being the most important ones; Mr (
death to the senseless slaughter of songbirds by hu ~a d children’ (p.-2
are persecuted within the novel; howevpr A D} <t ain their innocence.

TASK 34 -Dyg a
Discuss the ng ‘questions with a partner:

1. What do you think the theme of innocence shows about good and e
2. Do you think that Jem’s innocence is threatened at the trial? Do you
become bitter?

To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Guide for GCSE Page 78 of 111

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

‘39




Ideas and Messages

Linguistic and narrative devices are literary techniques used by an author t
but messages that they wish to pass on to their reader. An author’s ‘idea’ is
aim that influences and surfaces in their writing. When writing To Kill a Mo
very specific ideas and messages in mind, especially relating to the state of
the time of writing her novel. As you already know, Lee wrote her novel du
movement —a movement that shapes the form, ideas and messages of Lee’s
convey her ideas and messages can be seen most clearly in her setting of th
of writing, as she wishes to transport us to what she clearlv sees as a more t
also seems troubled by the treatment of the 1ndw1d1 Al oc1ety at the time
felt a need to remind her initial readers of a'in 2 ng enough ago.

2 % Tnson appears as the mockingbird

as a sprmgboard for her ideas and messages
regarding thd 1 injustice at the heart of twentieth-century
society. The racist attitudes found in Lee’s society, both inside and
outside the novel, consist of strong class hierarchies that uphold
laws of segregation (for a refresh on the historical context of
American slavery and racial segregation see the “‘Contexts’” section
of this resource). In the novel, segregation infiltrates every aspect
of county life, from church to the home, to the field and the
courthouse. While such segregation is accepted as a social ‘norm’,
Tom Robinson’s sentence and trial highlights the severity, deep—rootedness
inequality. However, this cruelty is met with kindness on behalf of Atticus
defend Robinson against the false accusations made against him by the Ew
kindness appears to be a positive message from Lee, the connection betwee
community is undoubtedly a complex one. While racism is arguably absent
Atticus and his children considering Calpurnia an equal and beloved mem
defence of Tom Robinson and plea for equality in court, Lee’s gesturing tow
exploitation in her discussion of the Finch family history is hard to ignore. :
tew pages of the novel, the Finch family established their roots and legacy i
actions of their ancestor, Simon Finch. As Lee reports, Simon Finch “bought
established a homestead on the banks of the Alabama River some forty mil
‘lived to an impressive age and died rich” (Chapter 1). While the latest gene
exercise the same racist behefs as thelr ancestors, treat’:

\ s presentation of embedded racism in the segregated soc
emphasises her message about the many day-to-day social injustices faced |
presentation of the courthouse and its proceedings allows her to shine a lig
American legal system in the decades leading up to, and during, her time o
appears to be a microcosm of the racism within the wider Maycomb society
of the segregated society, as seen in the separation of white and black peop
separate second-storey veranda. Even before Tom Robinson’s trial begins, |
are viewed as equal within the American legal system, but are in fact judge
made abundantly clear throughout the courthouse. Lee’s message is made ¢
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courtroom dialogue in Chapter 20, which contains repeated reference to the
between Tom Robinson and the Ewells. As Atticus says, ‘a quiet, respectabl
put his word against two white people’s’, even using the colour of Robinso:
level of injustice he faces as a result of the lies of two white people: lies that
Tom Robinson’s skin” (Chapter 20). Through Atticus’ closing statement in t
conveys and emphasises her message that the American legal system is dri
that all Negroes lie, that all Negroes are basically immoral beings, that all N
around our women’ (Chapter 20). This message receives a final flourish frc
Robinson in yet another corrupt legal institution — the prison. This evil assu
reality in the minds of Maycomb County residents, as to them “Tom’s deatl:
to cut and run. Typical of a nigger’s mentality to have ne - lan, no thought f
chance he saw’ (Chapter 25). Even in the cruellest ":ff{:u;nstances and at t
embedded in Maycomb County’s societ . ~ ! I
_“om Lee.

disheartening and truly tragic o

o llme for Change

While Lee’s § ation of racism, societal issues and prejudice in the novel
offering little to no hope for the future, Lee leaves us with a parting messag
of Scout and Jem Finch. Throughout the novel, Atticus Finch is the voice of
guidance for Scout and Jem, particularly in relation to their treatment of oth:
Atticus provides endless teachings, words of wisdom and actions of discipl
throughout the novel — a clear sign from Lee that the education and discipli
integral to society. This introduces an element of positivity to the novel, anc
towards the future. As much as Lee draws our attention to the problems an.’
her ideas and messages, she also calls for a need for change and characteris
individuals that offer a glimmer of hope regarding the future. Atticus and I
a change in the Finch family line through their treatment of the Negro comr
treat with kindness and regard as equals, illustrating a great deal of love an
Robinson in particular.

The lessons Scout and Jem learn throughout the novel, and the emotional ir:
the children and cause them to reconsider their naivety towards society by
of the injustice in their world. However, the case does not only represent a ¢
but perhaps also a change in Maycomb County as a whole, or at least Miss
Chapter 22, Miss Maudie discusses the events and outcome of the case with
positive message that no doubt Harper Lee agrees with. As Miss Maudie ot
only man in these parts who can keep ajury out so long ir a case like that. .

y the American civil rights movement emerging at the ti
Lee’s novel is sentative not only of the period in American society dur,
(1930s), but also the society she saw at the time of her writing and the socie
one day become.
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The Writer’s Use of Language

To Kill a Mockingbird is written from a first person perspective through the voic
perspective starts the novel with an adult voice looking back on the events of h
changes into one of the child Scout; however, it moves between the child and &
novel; Lee is able to evoke both the innocence of a child’s first encounters with
understanding. When Scout is describing things in her child’s perspective lots
factual, she describes in detail the reactions of various characters to events. Thi
things out for themselves and learn the lessons that Lee is trying to teach us th:
Then at other moments the adult Scout’s voice can provide reflection and analx
themes. The child Scout’s voice also provides lots of hur > 1s moments for th
ﬂt eyes of the child tt

innocence, and sometimes ignorance. Through t+ .t Ac ¢
senselessness of racism and pre]udlce N

015 and surmles, Dill is fascinated by the R

The language 1tself is r1cln

Occasionally there was a sudden breeze that hit my bare legs, but it was ¢
promised windy night. This was the stillness before the thunder storm. W
Chapter 28)

The weather is unsettling and inconsistent; the breeze comes suddenly and
any moment a thunderstorm might start. The uneasy description of the wes
scene; the storm that is brewing in the sky could be compared to the storm
Scout with Mr Ewell waiting to attack them. Lee uses lots of descriptions of
build anticipation in the reader: ‘whoever it was wore thick cotton pants; w
was the soft swish of cotton on cotton, wheek, wheek, with every step’ (p. 2
details show us that Scout’s senses are heightened because she is afraid and
costume. This technique helps to involve the reader, making it easier to vist
thinks and feels in very close detail. Over the pages when the children are r:
home Lee builds up the scene in such detail that the reader is waiting for sc
Mr Ewell attacks the language changes: ‘From somewhere nearby came scu
of shoes and flesh scraping dirt and roots” (p. 289, Chapter 28). The sentence:
broken which speeds up the reader’s pace. It also increases the tension in th:
techniques through the novel to create a sense of tension.

Some of the characters” speech in To Kill a Mock .. ‘xgwritten in dialect ¢
the way Calpurnia speaks when she gc.. he Leack church. The way peo
sl meducated and therefore speaks 1
amn’ "“and thinks Atticus” politeness is mock

Ps’ we Finches’ use of language.

their class, for example Mave‘1 2
used to being referred '~ i ¢
between thg

TASK 35 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASKS

1. Imagine if Atticus, Jem or Aunt Alexandra had narrated the story. Wou..
Why would it be different?

2. Look at pages 103-107 which describe the incident with the mad dog; I
up tension in the language?

3. Look at the way Tom Robinson speaks during his trial. Consider the sc
what this shows about his character.
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Symbolism and Imagery
Imagery

Much of the imagery in the novel falls into two main categories: Gothic detz
town life. The combination of these two sets of imagery helps to create the &
term Gothic in literature refers to a genre of novel which uses haunted and
events often to make comment on the themes of the text. Lee uses these ima;
in the novel. The almost supernatural presence of Boo Radley is a good exa::
the novel. The Radleys’ house is described in a particularly Gothic way: ‘Ra
the eaves of the veranda; oak trees kept the sun away’ (p. 9, Chapter 1). The
atmosphere entirely of its own; it’s always dark — the sun doesn’t shine on t
himself is seen by the townspeople as a paranormal creah re: “The Radley F:

unknown entity the mere description of whom =~

"'su(e_,; 1 to make us beh.:
Chapter 1). The townspeople have develf‘v < a '1 o;e“éet of supernatural be:
people’s azaleas froze in a cold <.
you’ (p. 9, Chapter l) Thes o
sound of lan g

-4 soecause he had breathed on the:

1 goo;'s presence in the house, for example

: g «ars coming from the house, are similar to events
for example ¥} rein Wthh the laughter of a mad woman living in the a
uncanny presence of an unknown entity. Though, on the other hand, it is ju
of a very lonely man who is watching the children but only to be kind and
the more obviously evil presence of Mr Ewell. There are lots of other elemet
Gothic quality, for example the unexpected snow, the fire at Miss Maudie’s
events seem out of place in Maycomb which is normally a quiet and predict
uncontrollable threats which create a sense of unease in the novel.

The Gothic imagery is in some ways counterbalanced by Lee’s descriptions ¢
fashioned, small-town values: ‘New people so rarely settled there, the same f:
families until the members of the community looked faintly alike” (p. 144, Cha
Maycomb life as slow paced and good natured, which contrasts greatly with .
undercurrent of racism and prejudice in the community. This is particularly ¢
of the Maycomb families picnicking outside the courthouse on the day of Tos
like a fun community occasion is in fact in aid of an event which will divide t
juxtaposition of the Gothic and small-town values helps to examine the force,

TASK 36 — DISCUSSION PROMPT

Discuss the following questions with a partner:
Compare the Gothic detail of the fire at Miss Maudie’s with the description
reaction. What effect do you think this combination of . Gothic and imag

Symbolism ghd G
ToKill a Mockingbird is full ~f .+ 392 g and symbolism. The most important
symbol in the Eeok tuwe mockingbird:

h

don t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They
don’'teéat up people’s gardens, don’t nest in corncribs, they don’t do one
thing but sing their hearts out for us. That's why it's a sin to kill a
mockingbird. (p. 96, Chapter 10)

A mockingbird is a creature whose only activity, making music, improves t
an innocent creature and therefore doesn’t deserve to be harmed. A numbe:
idea of the ‘mockingbird” within the text, most importantly Tom Robinson.
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During the trial we see that Tom Robinson’s downfall has been caused not L
kind to Mayella Ewell. He is built up to be a very sympathetic character. He
Mayella out when no one else cares. His unfair conviction at the hands of a .
unjust that the audience is made to feel the utmost compassion for him. Mr-
a mockingbird in the newspaper the next day. He is an innocent man destrc
Another character who is significantly linked to the mockingbird symbolisr:
beginning of the novel he is described as a ‘malevolent phantom’ by the enc
lonely and abused man. The only actions we see him perform through the n
leaving presents for the children and saving them from Mr Ewell. It is for tk
decides to cover for Boo at the end of the novel when he kills Mr Ewell in da»
realises at this moment the meaning of the mockmgb1rd s~ mbolism sayin
mockingbird, wouldn’t it?” (p. 304, Chapter 30) :

Johnson, which could be seen to reflect Tom Robinson’s name. Atticus” act ¢
again by Scout later in the novel when the lynch mob have left the jail and c;
when Atticus has to face a mindless threat. Racism and prejudice, like the n:
that is a constant undercurrent in Maycomb’s society. Atticus steps up to
more successfully than others.

Throughout the novel there are many images which can be seen to be sym
the courthouse’s architecture is described as, ‘Greek revival columns clashe(iz
clock tower’ (p. 179, Chapter 16). It looks like a place where the past and the -
clashing manner: “a view indicating a people determined to preserve every |
179, Chapter 16). It is symbolic of the way in which the people of Maycomb

and heritage and are unwilling to let go of their traditional racist views and
more examples of symbolism within the text; as you are reading the book th::
creates and the way in which they may be symbolic of ideas bigger than th

TASK 37 — DISCUSSION PROMPTS

Discuss the following questions with a partner:

1. Look at the scene in which Jem and Scout make a snowman. What is

2. Think about the surname Finch. Do you think it could be symbolic? If ¢

3. Thenovel starts and ends with Jem’s broken arm, . . it could this be

4. Nathan Radley cements up the hole in the et t a.g)p Boo leaving pres:
way is this symbolic of his 11fe7 |
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TASK 38 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Literary Terms: Below is a worksheet for you to track the literary terms tha
you read through it. Think about the way Lee uses poetic language, and ho::
create meaning, There are a couple of examples to give you an idea about th:
looking for.

Literary Term Meaning
“This was t
To give the reader a clue or (p- 280, C
Foreshadowing indication of what will hay it is calm a
later in the text. g significant
' are about

‘Shoot all t
{ Where a word or phrase meaning | hit 'em, bu
one thing is used to mean mockingbir:
Metaphor . . . oy
something else, implying a mockingbir:

comparison between the two. like Boo Ra

Bildungsroman

Allegory

Atmosphere COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Literary Term

Meaning
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In literary studies, the term “form’ simply refers to the form in which a text
author. Although similar, this is not to be confused with structure (See the
resource for more on this). Listed below are the most popular literary form
conventionally take:

Text Form Conventional Structure

Novel A chunky piece of prose writing, usually structured into c

Short Story | A shorter piece of prose writing, sometimes structured int

1

Play Usually shorter than a novel, usu-’' ri ctured into acts

wctured into lines arran

Poem A short piece of poetrv 1 7 al._

So, if we were to analvi = 4} 7> ée’s To Kill a Mockingbird in terms of forn:
< i avvel, asitis a piece of lengthy prose. Lee’s novel i
Hapters 1-11 of the novel, and Part Two Chapters 12-31
Lee appears to be dividing the life of her narrator, Scout, into pre and post

and its impact on the Finch family. As Scout is the narrator of Lee’s novel, v
from her point of view. The first chapter of Lee’s novel is unique in that it i

from the point of view of an adult Scout, as opposed to the young child Sco:
rest of the novel. We can see this change when Scout discusses the power ¢

novel’s opening pages, “‘When enough years had gone by to enable us to lo
discussed the events leading to [Jem’s] accident” (Chapter 1).

Narrator of the Novel Form

Although as the narrator, Scout is the leading voice in the novel, and the su
experience the novel’s events, it is important to separate Scout’s voice from
Lee’s life and experiences growing up in a segregated, racist society have h
the voice of Scout in the novel, and Lee uses Scout’s voice to convey messa
However, it is crucial to remember that this does not necessarily mean that
the same as Lee’s. An author has several options when deciding which ty
for telling the story. The spider diagram below shows these options.

15T Person (1): Omniscien

From the point of view of a everything)
character involved in, or (knowing a lim
observing, the n' 1

370 person (He, They): with
A knowing voice, but not a
character in the novel.
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If we use the spider diagram above to analyse Lee’s narrator, we can see th
Scout’s point of view, making use of the ‘I"” pronoun throughout, thereby m
narrative voice. Scout’s narration is embellished with commentary throug
opinions on people and their actions and how they fit into her understandi
Scout’s gradual understanding of the trial and the events surrounding it, S
has a limited knowledge of events. Scout’s understanding and awareness o
status as a young child, as she is often shielded from the sensitive details of
Alexandra. As a result of Scout’s naivety, we, the readers, are often in a pos
where we know more than she does, or can make sense of and understand
does not. As a result, Harper Lee frequently makes use of dramatic irony t
reader can often see that which characters such as Scout 1 :d Jem cannot.

Dramatic Irony
In the novel form, dramatic i iror: H :

rrh grasp of the severity of the crime and its consequen
we, the readers, understand the severity of the Robinson ca

of rape and : :
dramatic irony,
that are likely to lie ahead — something that the naive, young Scout cannot
use of dramatic irony does not completely depower Scout, with the young
irony to her advantage in the following chapter. In Chapter 15, Scout’s naiv
defending Atticus diffuses the anger of Mr Cunningham and prevents him
Tom Robinson. Although Scout is unaware of her naivety and simply does
situation into which she has walked, we see here the power of the mind of
combating hatred and divisions between men. Lee’s use of dramatic irony i
the novel form, generates suspense and tension, as she uses dramatic irony
foreshadow the serious and fatal events to come.
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Structure

The first chapter of any novel is the place in which we can find clues as to w
the novel. All the main characters are touched upon, but we are only given

technique which helps to catch the reader’s interest. The novel starts with S
that will be described in the book:

When enough years had gone by to enable us to look back on them, we sor;
events leading to his accident (p. 3, Chapter 1)

We don't find out about Jem’s accident until right at the ~ ;;d of the novel. T
is such that the story ends in the same place as itz a1 - it .; circular. Harpe;
throughout the novel too. For example i = a '-» 2 when Scout starts schc

« 1, Miss Caroline, our teacher, hauled me

Before the first morvi+ - i
. oauint of my hand with a ruler, then made me stand i

roon cegd pel o 1
(& 1. TR

Then the rest of the chapter describes the series of events that leads to this k
to create an exciting dynamic in the novel; the reader knows what will hapj
how the story will get to that point. It creates a sense of suspense and expec

Lee gives us information about the main mysteries in the novel, for exampl
by piece, so that, as Scout slowly works out what is going on, the audience
the novel exciting. The book is structured so that we don’t hear much about
for a few bare details until the actual courthouse scene. Before that the book
Maycomb and the Finch family. Then the things we have learnt about the p
attitudes are put to the test.
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Contexts

Biographical Context

Nelle Harper Lee was born in 1926 in Monroeville, Alabama which lies bety
Montgomery and Mobile. This novel is set in the fictional town of Maycom
similarly located.

There are some autobiographical elements to the novel:

e Like Scout, the narrator, Harper Lee was a tomboy in her youth and fre
into fights.

e  Her father, Amasa Coleman Lee, was a lawvyer -7
black men charged with murder. This i¢ si 1il
Robinson on the charge of r "

L f}successfully def
Atticus Finch's defer

e Boo Radley is based on one of Lee’s neighbours who lived in a boardec.
gifts in the tree outside his house. His father had also kept him at home:
shamed the family by getting into legal trouble in his youth.

e Harper Lee had also studied law and would have been familiar with it:
been familiar with cases that were similar to Tom Robinson’s.

To Kill a Mockingbird was published in July 1960. This was a time when the .
Movement was gathering momentum.

Historical Contexts

As areader there are two different important contexts we must be aware of v
they are the context in which the story is set and the context in which it was v
that the context and history of Maycomb and the surrounding areas directly
characters. This is through racism, poverty and the strong class hierarchies th
in writing about this may have drawn on her own personal experiences, som
above, but she also would have been writing the book for the people at the ti

American Slavery

Black people were taken from Africa during the 1600s, 1700s and 1800s. The
sold as slaves in the southern states of North Ameriza:- ac the Caribbean. Ti:
sugar and cotton plantations and treated lik > a i }
was free, white landowners, like H‘ “iac ~> wanéé‘stors, were able to becom

American CilgVa = ?

The relationship between the nor
America was always a difficult or
southern states mainly relied on t
living. This in turn relied on then
slaves to do lots of the hard work
inhabitants had more of an indus
slaves to increase their wealth. O
became more and more unhappy.
be the evil of slavery, and didn’t
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let it happen. The southern states didn’t want to have their slaves taken aw:
were doing was fine because black people were inferior. This difference led
northern states won in 1865, freeing the slaves. However, even though the
fortunes became worse. New machinery took their jobs and they had no vot
or employment. Even though the novel is set between 1933 and 1935, we ca:
events in the lives and minds of the Maycomb inhabitants. ‘

Segregation
In the 1930s, although half of the people in southern towns were black, they
couldn’t vote or marry and everything was segregated. This means that the
churches and even cemeteries. We can see this in the nove’ " when the black ¢
sit upstairs in their own area, and also when Calm i 5 taJ s the children to
Great Depression
In 1929, the Great Depre .

oed the Amerlcan economy to collapse.
The southerg e : « .o . tost affected and many went bankrupt, for
example Mr : gham This led to the poor white and black people
being in competition for land causing widespread resentment. It was
common for blacks to be hanged, or lynched, by mobs of white men who
blamed them for their poverty; this is why Atticus sits outside the
courthouse protecting Tom.

Context in which the book was written

.. & | HarperLee completed to To Kill a Mockingbird
in 1957, a few years after moving to New York to p
It was published in 1960 in the middle of the Civil R:
was fighting for equality for African Americans, parj
southern states. Harper’s story would have been ver
issues that were at the forefront of American mind
rights, something that was being fought for all over ¢
civil rights movement, in a similar way to Atticus i
asked for people to be judged by their actions and

TASK 39 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Research the ‘African American Civil Rights Movement’ on the Internet. W
this subject. Pay particular attention to the events between 1926, when Har

Specific topics of interest in this perlod Are.
e  Scottsboro boys : o
e Fair Employment A

e  Freedom Rides
e  Martin Luther King

Make two posters illustrating these notable events. One poster should be enti
the other should be ‘Civil Rights Progress’. Include pictures, dates and text box;
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( ; ’ Different Cultures in To Kill a Mockingbird

While the novel was published in 1960, the setting for the novel is the southert
The story begins in 1933 with an early mention of Roosevelt’s New Deal: ‘Mayc
told that it had nothing to fear but fear itself (p. 11, Chapter 1). This tells us th
Depression in America. This was a time of intense economic hardship for both
Negro population that would suffer the most, however.

TASK 40— ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

Make notes on *America as Another Culture” as y~r - a
the following elements of Maycomb’s soricty =~

1.

What do you notice about the way jobs are allocated?

2. Attitudes:
e  How white people practise their Christianity in church and at the
e How Miss Maudie Atkinson and Atticus differ from this
e How white people generally treat black people
e  How the Finch family differs

TASK 41 - DISCUSSION PROMPTS

1. Look at page 23. Atticus describes the Cunningham family’s predican:
the Great Depression from the description of the Cunninghams” expe:

2. Miss Caroline Fisher, Scout’s teacher, doesn’t come from Maycomb. S
North Alabama. The state of Alabama seceded from the Union like th
however, the people in Winston County didn’t agree and still wanted
children in her class worry that she might share what seem to them th
region. What sort of opinions do you think she could have?

COPYRIGHT
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Exam Guidance

Revision Checklist
Make sure that you know which unit you are doing To Kill a Mockingbird f
when and how long it is. Refer to the ‘Specification Information” section ot
recap the specifications of your examination.

Have you looked at sample questions?
It would help to look at the questions in this guide and plan some possible
planning and timing — 5 to 10 minutes maximum plah“-‘ :
some questions and time yourself whenyouv .t it A
before writing. The benefits of thls ar, b by
efficient with time managervr1 o

that you have for the text, the better. Have a rough plan for timing in you
minutes planning, 20 minutes writing and 5 minutes to read through your
which come to mind when you read over it.

Importance of ‘Different Cultures’
Remember to continue revising the historical backgrounds and contexts :
that the section of the exam relating to your study of To Kill a Mockingbird
so be sure to revise all aspects of 1930s American culture that relates to yo
of Lee’s text.

Reread the text
This will enable you to gain a deeper understanding of the novel’s ideas, ¢
themes. You will also respond to subtle techniques such as imagery, the u
descriptions of the setting. You may also wish to make notes for particula:

When writing exam responses

* Remember not to waste time with lengthy introductions — move straig
tirst point.

e Remember to use Standard English throughout your essay — make su:

e Use a spider diagram or bullet points to help you wi h brainstorming
plan if you need to — feel free to add or erase

*  Make the most of the exam time. T« 2,
section. This way you will y

v 50 that you are aware o

Jur éfforts out. Be aware of how m

ds'indicates how much you are expected
. l.aplanning time at the start and time to check thr
when quoting from the text. Remember to keep quotatio.
d interpret keywords and phrases in your own words. B
—remember that a writer’s ideas are open to interpretation. Try to use
sophistication to your writing,.

each questlon orse &
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PEE

Use of Point/Evidence/Explanation When Describing Characters
In an exam situation you only have so much time to write your answer. T}
concise and present your points carefully, and not spend too much time ta
to develop at good argument. A technique which can help achieve thisis I

Here’s a reminder of PEE:

P: point E: Evidence E:Explanation

It is important to use when you are writing about texts. For  xample if you wer
Dubose is presented in the novel then you should 11e . : sk acture of PEE to he

Here’s a more detailed explanatic. . : th i 1 example:

s0.¢ IS presented as being dangerous, bitter oi

Use the quotation from Chapter 11 on page 105: 1t was ruv:

C.S.A. pistol concealed among her numerous shawls an:

E: Explanation Your comment could be something to the effect that: This sk
Maycomb were wary of her unpredictable nature. Alth
actually had a pistol beside her, it shows that people ¢
this. Whether true or false, this rumour makes her see
children.

Now, imagine that you take away the PEE scaffolding:
Mrs Dubose is presented as being a dangerous, bitter old woman.
narvator comments that: ‘It was rumoured that she kept a C.S.A
among her numerous shawls and wraps.” This shows that the peo;
wary of her unpredictable nature. Although it is unlikely that she
beside her, it shows that people considered her capable of this. w
this rumour makes her seem threatening to the children.

This is only one small piece of an argument; however hv followmg this pa
case by making more succinct points with anaI": sooag
answer the question ‘How is Mrs Dubns. » e~ eu ‘in the novel?” like this

_nown in the way that she criticises an

P: Mrs Duboses bltf"s
. they go past.

P: She even manages to make Jem, who is usually very even tempered
her flowers.
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TASK 42 — ACTIVE LEARNING TASK

How is Scout’s experience at school presented in the novel?
Read the passage below and underline any words or phrases which you
regards to the question.

Miss Caroline told me to tell my father not to teach me any more, it would
‘Teach me?’ I said in surprise. "He hasn't taught me anything, Miss Ca;
time to teach me anything,” I added, when Miss Caroline smiled and shook
tired at night he just sits in the living-room and reads.’
‘I he didn’t teach you, who did?” Miss Caroline asked good naturedly
born reading The Mobile Register.”
‘Jem says I was. He read in a book where I7: s if"ul‘fmch instead of a F‘
really Jean Louise Bullfinch, that I >~ - qp; - when I was born and I'm
Miss Caroline apparent’ . oA toas lying. ‘Let’s not let our imagi
dear,” she sazd Meoe o wn jour father not to teach you any more. It's
freshge B Y - . v I'll take over from here and try to undo the damag:
A 4
"Your father does not know how to teach. You can have a seat now.”
I mumbled that I was sorry and retired meditating upon my crime. I never
but somehow I had been wallowing illicitly in the daily papers... Until I fea:
loved to read. One does not love breathing (pp. 19-20)

Now have alook at the PEE framework below. There are three sets for you
points. Have a look at the things you have underlined and use the frame
answer. If you are stuck have alook at the example for Mrs Dubose for i

P:
E:

E:
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General Guidance on Writing Essays

This section is for any essay so it is important to read before you focus o
This is a reminder to help you with your essay-writing skills — you shou
of writing essays and this section is divided up into five sections:

a) Planning

b) Writing an introduction

c) Writing the main part of your essay

d) Writing a conclusion

e) Tips for writing better essays

a) Planning s
Before you plan, you should underline ar ?. x. . in.the keywords ir
you to focus on what the examine~ i. ! o “w g 1or and it will help you

you ha'ie#® e, number your points in the order which you think is
essay. Some pupils prefer to use bullet points.

Note down any quotations which you think support your points —y
points for your essay (four or five).

Remember to include page numbers for any quotations you use as the
your points.

b) Writing an introduction
An introduction is usually short and to the point — addressing the qu
you should introduce your ideas or arguments. With reference to To
want to bring in the ‘Different Cultures” aspect, depending on the na
some information about Harper Lee which could link to the question, it
Similarly you may be answering a question on Tom Robinson therefore
about how racism and prejudice impacted on his life. This is where th
become important. Remember to address the keywords and focus of ti

¢) Writing the main part of your essay
After writing your introduction you may be feeling more confident.
close to hand at this stage. You should now work - pugh your plan
by following each point. If you have num’ s id ; » | COPYRIGHT
number them after writing your +.'» }C;,A.wﬂﬂ: You may prefer to work PROTECTED

adding and crossing out "¢ 2 .. omts

ti - owever; you don’t want to still be working on th:

IS

The structure of each paragraph could follow PEE and if you have prz
will find that your writing flows naturally while following this form.
paragraph the quality of your analysis will be assessed. '

fag
Education

Remember to keep quotations short and to comment on the effects ¢
explanation. Look at good answers and be aware of what grade they
your own past essays, their grades and how they could be improved
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d) Writing a conclusion
After working through your main points your conclusion should be sho::
introduction. The conclusion should sum up your main points which y .
the question.

e) Tips for writing better essays
Read essays which have gained the grade that you are aiming for —lo
particular essay effective and consider how your own writing can im
at the following in particular:

e How the introduction is approached and how the points are dev

¢ How the essay maintains its focus on the v . in throughout

e How quotations are used and to whs . ¢i o r example, does th
quotations to support theirr o

¢ THow effectively th . v E‘A,*A.cufizciuded

t the question
With a passage-based question, some pupils may find it easier to actually
they know what they are focusing on when they read the passage. This sa
the passage twice. Also underlining the focus of the question helps.

Informatio

Using bullet points and spider diagrams 4 .

Spider diagrams are helpful for getting ideas Exam Tip

dp dg .. fp }? g . It Before you start writi
own and maintaining focus when writing,. It is questions:

also something to refer back to and you don’t e What should you
have to use all of your ideas in it. You may even e What is the passa
change your mind about some. e Whatis atext’s ‘h
e  How many points
They may just be a starting point and may your essay?

progress as you start writing. You may choose k- How should you s

to add to your diagram as you're writing,.

After studying your question, it’s helpful to write down as many ideas as
question. You can also jot down any particular quotations or sections that yo

effective way of making notes but remember to keep your focus on the que

When to use bullet points and spide = anJ

If your essay title requires y~ 2 «o'V ‘;u.-dboudt a character, theme or any as

use one.
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TASK 43 — EXTENDED ESSAY QUESTION

Now try this WJEC exam-style essay question.

Extract

Tom’s black velvet skin had begun to shine, and he ran his hand over his face.

‘I say where the chillun?’ he continued, ‘an’ she says — she was laughin’,
town to get ice-creams. She says, “Took me a slap year to save seb’'m nickels, but I

Tom’s discomfort was not from the humidity. “What did you say then, To

‘I said somethin’ like, why Miss Mayella, that's right smart o you to trea
s0?” I don’t think she understood what I was thinkin’ .’ a. tit was smart of h

to treat ‘em.’

‘T understand you, Tom .

b i, 1 couldn’t do nothin’ for her, an’” she says oh 1
o that chair yonder an’ git that box down from on top of the

she says to !
‘Not'®e same chiffarobe you busted up?” Asked Atticus.

The witness smiled. "Naw suh, another one. Most as tall as the room. So i
just reachin’ when the next thing I knows she — she’d grabbed me round the legs,
Finch. She scared me so bad I hopped down an’ turned the chair over — that was t.

only thing, only furniture, 'sturbed in that room, Mr Finch, when I left it. I swea
‘What happened after you turned the chair over?’

Tom Robinson had come to a dead stop. He glanced at Atticus, then at th:
sitting across the room.

“Tom, you've sworn to tell the whole truth. Will you tell 1t?’

Tom ran his hand nervously over his mouth.

‘What happened after that?’

"Answer the question,” said Judge Taylor. One-third of his cigar had vani
‘Mr Finch, I got down offa that chair an’ turned around an’ she sorta jun
‘Tumped on you? Violently?’

‘No suh, she — she hugged me. She hugged me round the waist.”

This time Judge Taylor’s gavel came down with a bang, and as it did the oves
courtroom. Darkness had not come, but the afternoon sur . - , the windows. Judg

‘Then what did she do?’

A j;,eached up an’ kissed me “side of th’ fac
grown man before an’s. . v s well kiss a nigger. She says what her papa do
me back, nifs, k! 5., wvitss Mayella lemme outa here an’ tried to run but she o
to push her. % t wanta harm her, Mr Finch, an’ I say lemme pass, but just w
hollered through th” window.’

‘What did he say?’

The witness swallower : ru.

Tom Robinson swallowed again, and his eyes widened. 'Some-thin’ not fi
folks'n chillun to hear -

‘What did he say, Tom? You must tell the jury what he said.”
Tom Robinson shut his eyes tight. ‘He says you goddamn whore, I'll kill
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W]JEC Foundation Level
Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on ;

(a) Read the extract. Then answer the following question:

How is Tom Robinson presented in this extract and how does Harper.
comment on American society at the time of writing?

Give reasons for what you say, and remember to support your answe
phrases from the extract.

Either
(b) Write a -

‘efofﬁ(xfalpurnia and her importance in the nov

e her place in the Finch household

¢ her place in the local community

* her relationships with other characters

e the way she speaks and behaves at different points in the novel

(c) What impressions do you have of Maycomb, the town where Scout, Je

Think about:

e some of the people who live there

¢ some of the events that happen there
* the way Scout describes the town

WJEC Higher Level
Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on ;

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

(a) Read the extract on the next page. Then 2 . e 1‘bllowing questio:

,show how Harper Lee creates moc

With close reference to ¢ exi

Either

(b) How is the character of Calpurnia important to the novel as a whole? =)
/ag

Or Education
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Aberration

‘Ad astra per aspera’

Amanuensis

Ambidextrous

Anachronistic

Apoplectic
Apothecary
Apparel
Apprehengwi
Arid
Assuaged

‘Audibly obscene
Speculations’

Auspicious
Author
Bangs
Bob-white
Brevity
Bushel
CSA
Chameleon

Characterisation

Chattels
Chiffarobe

‘Chillun’

Circumstantial
evidence

Collards

Condesce;i

Congenit

Contemporaries

Contentious
Cootie
Covey

Cussing

~ sacern

Dry and lacking emotion

Showing one’s feelings of superiority

Key Term Glossary

A deviation from the normal
A motto meaning ‘through difficulties [we reach] t:

Secretary or assistant; referring to Aunt Alexandr
secretary of secretaries

Able to use either hand with equal ease

Something that comes from or belongs to a time
therefore, seems conspicuous or cut of date

A fit of rage, or a strok- . -~

A personwhc -

Soothed

Spoken to Ewell in court, suggesting he is not to m
comments in court

Favourable

The writer, a real person
A fringe

Imitation of a bird’s call
Brietness of speech

A US unit of dry measure equal to approx. 35.2 litr.
Confederate States Army

A lizard that is able to change its colour

The creation and presentation of a fictional charact.
description of the character

Slaves
A piece of furniture with drawers in the lower pa
upper part
Children

Tending to establish a ot _ s.on from facts whic

% = <abbage

Sickness had since birth

Those who exist at the same time, or are roughly th
someone else :

Argumentative
A hair louse
Group or company

Cursing, using bad language
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Degeneration

Denouement

Dewey Decimal
System
Disapprobation
Dismemberment
Dispensation
Ecclesiastical
Edification

Embalming

Entailment

Expunge
Fallible
Feral

First person
Furtive
Garish
Gastric
Gravitated
Habiliments
Nlicitly
Impedimenta
Incantations
Inevitable
Iniquities
Interdict
Invective
Kudzu

Last-will-and-

testament digeon

Libel
Malignant
Microcosm
Monosyllabic
Morbid
Morphodite
Mortifyin’

~ A'being

B Slander

In a worn-down condition

The final section of a literary text in which all the e
together and brought to a close

A library classification system created by Melvil D«

Disapproval
The act of removing someone’s or something’s hmi
Dealing out, distribution |
Of the church
Benefit

A method . re

_es'surrounding the succession (inheritan:

. «.ag dead bodies to preserve t

Meaning ‘from the chair’; in this context, meaningé
statements are not always polite

To delete

Someone who is likely to make a mistake
Wild or savage

Narration from the point of view of a character inv:
Secretive

Excessively bright

Of the stomach

Pulled towards

Clothes

Improperly and unlawfully

Baggage, clutter

Magical chanting used when casting a spell
That which is certain to happen
Wickedness, sin

Alegal command, forbidding something
Attacking with abusive 'z i ge

A climbing nl . * T -

Vg reading out a legal document

Evil
A place that is seen as a smaller representation of s
Short words of one syllable, a unit of sound |
Unhealthy and sickening

A hermaphrodite; someone showing the characte

Mortifying, causing embarrassment
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‘My "druthers’

Narrator

Nome
Omniscient

On tenterhooks
Palliation
Penitentiary
Perpetrated
Pestilence

Philippic =~

Prejudice
Premise
Protagonist
Provocated
Psychical

Racism

Runnin’ a still

Scapegoat

Seceded

Segregation

‘She was born in the
objective case’
Strictures

Switchblade
Synonymous
Tacit

Third person
Tyrannical
Unanimous
Unsullied
Venerable
WPA

~ “Godliness

| HMaycomb’s Negro hamlet

(Often said by Atticus) meaning my ‘would rathe
choice been given

May be a fictional character or simply the voice the
represent a viewpoint. The opinions of the narrato:
those of the writer.

Short for ‘no madam’

An all-knowing or all-seeing power
waiting in painful suspense

Relief

Prison

Committed, carri>c ot *

A habit or preference

Mostly takes the form of racism in Lee’s text
A reason for an argument

The main character in a piece of literature
Provoked

Paranormal or supernatural

Believing that someone of a different race is infer
race, and treating them accordingly

Distilling illegal alcohol

An individual who is blamed for something, usua]j
something else has caused or done

Withdrew formally from an alliance

To be separated from another group within society
in the context of racial segregation, in which meml:
separated from one another '

Referring to Aunt Alexandra and her self—absorbecé
that everything involves her and is about her

Restrictions
A flick knife
Equivalent in .. 1g

iting in painful suspense

Narration from the point of view of a knowing voic
Ruling by fear

Agreed by all
Unspoiled

Old, highly respectable

Works Progress Administration; a government sch:
workers to carry out public works (this was part
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Further Reading

Books

The American Civil Rights Movement 1865-1950: Black Agency and Peopia
Brooker (2016) — For those students interested in more of the historical con'
and how the movement progressed during her time of writing

Go Set A Watchman, Harper Lee (2015) — The only other published novel
whether it is a sequel to or first draft of To Kill a Mockingbird

Mockingbird: A Portrait of Harper Lee: Revised and U“r ated, Charles ] S
accurate biographies of Lee’s life and her wnh“fr 1 ; :

Websites
https://w

: 1 auc 111—g-bird.com —The official web page for Harper %i

https://www.biography.com/writer/harper-lee — Biographical entry for
her youth, writing, death and legacy

https://tokillamockingbirdbroadway.com/#play-video — Official web pag
of To Kill a Mockingbird, written by Aaron Sorkin

Media

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR7loA_oziY — Official trailer for the
Kill a Mockingbird, directed by Robert Mulligan, starring Gregory Peck

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44TG_H_oY2E - Film clip from the 1
adaptation, in which Atticus Finch cross-examines Mayella Ewell

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDo2vhMA24k - Celebrating the 5
a Mockingbird film adaptation

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00st4v8 — BBC Radio 4 programm
which Mariella Frostrup and a group of writers discuss Lee’s novel on it
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Answers / Indicative Conten

Chapter-by-chapter Analysis
Chapter 1

Task 1: Active Learning Task

e  She is a first person narrator.

e She is a character involved in the story.

e She is fallible in her youth, but has the benefit of hindsight when she relates
e The narrator is the older Scout, looking back on the events of her youth with

e Sheis able to make comments as an adult, mocking, parodying and laughing
e  She withholds information as she sees fit, informing i aually, in the sam

young child.

Task 2: Discussion Prompt
* Heisgenemgus.
b it ' inanity of the legal system.

#cation and his family.
e Heis a man of conscience.

Task 3: Active Learning Task

e  Personification: ‘tired old town’

e Onomatopoeia: ‘streets turned to red slop’

e Hyperbole: ‘the courthouse sagged”

o Alliteration: ‘bony mules hitched to Hoover carts flicked flies in the sweltering shad
e Metaphor: ‘Men’s stiff collars wilted’

e Simile: ‘and by nightfall were like soft teacakes’

e Detailed description and alliteration: ‘with frostings of sweat and sweet talcum’

Task 4: Active Learning Task

1. The house is characterised by its rundown state. It is dark, dirty, decaying an
house.

2. We presume there is something sinister about them. We are told that ‘a male
shows they do not care about what is on the outside or how other people vie
never go outside, either to see the house or tend to its exterior.

3. The house is a metaphor for the people within. This is objective correlative —
— this is the use of objects and environment to create a particular mood. Ano
pathetic fallacy. In this case the mood is Gothic, dark and foreboding. The pi
drunken guard. :

4+ 7, showing that th

_ive Sunday worship as

adleys do not partake in t

’s early misbe

4. The narrator provides a misleading and ironic comm™¢ .
suspicion, disgust and pity. The people of Ma i *h
gossiping and revel in each other’s b .- . Tiw
these interests. As a result *. X il;fgpﬂéd"ﬁdown upon. Arthur
decline. The Radley = % i :eu for how they handled his indiscretions but

Arthur gl s

Chapter 2

Task 5: Discussion Prompt
1. They are poor farmers, relying heavily on each yeat’s crops.

2. They refuse to get into debt, paying off whatever they owe as soon as possible
example they pay Atticus for their entailment in stove wood, hickory nuts, smi

3. Respect more than pity because they have integrity, pride and self-respect.

4. To contrast the Ewells to a principled family of the same class. To show that

choice. So that we find the Ewells disgusting.
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Chapter 3

Task 6: Active Learning Task

e  The whole family could be described as being “white trash’. Atticus has the
characters in the novel and even he says they are trash. The Ewells dispel t
we are given an insight into their lifestyle. They are social parasites who liv
sharply to how the black people live in clean, cosy houses.

e  InBurris we are familiarised with the characteristics of the whole family. In
they have adopted from their father. He is their only role model and a very
children are destined for failure. Their father is too stupid to see education
improve their prospects.

Chapter 5

Task 7: Discussion Prompt

o  Miss Maudie’s love of the outside and garle
hates pretence. She speaks frankl ana‘does not patronise her. She

making cakes for them ar A 1.3 wiem to play in her yard.

ndication that she is @

Miss Maudie is contrasted to Miss Stephanie Crawford. The former is trust

attempting to gather slanderous information for gossip.

e Atticus is discussed. He is said to be a better class of man. He does not live
Maycomb; instead he is honest and honourable. He is one man, who acts o
always true to the standards he upholds publicly. His reliability and integr

e We learn something of Arthur Radley’s history and are invited to feel symp
imprisoned in his home all these years.

Task 8: Extend Essay Question
Essay question — personal responses required.

Chapters 6-8

Task 9: Active Learning Task

e Scout, the narrator, is afraid. This is an indication of the risk involved.

e There is mention of rumours surrounding the Radleys to emphasise risk invo!

e The garden is enclosed and could function as a trap for the children should

e The use of adjectives and adverbs to create a haunting atmosphere (objective
establish that the fence is a tight squeeze for Jem.

e Attention to minute details as the children sneak in to the garden, overcomi
gate).

e The author suddenly introduces the shadow of Nathan Radley.

e  She uses short sentences to quicken the pace at the climax of the tension. Th
the escape. :

*  Descriptive words show the urgency of the chi!

»  The roar of the shotgun makes it a life-tF = te. ir

e Jem’'s pamc is apparent in hlS solasis he 5 ,;eaks

for 2ments (leaped, gal.
sstiation. '

Al

Chapter 9

Task 10: Active Learning Task
e Irony concerning the remoteness between Aunt Alexandra and her husband
their son. Love, passion and appropriate terms are all missing from the desc
possible, showing it was neither an enjoyable place to live, nor one full of pe
similarly detached from his son, Francis, whom he deposits with his parents
time when families should be together so this shows a dislocated sense of fan:
line. Expresses disbelief that Aunt Alexandra could be genuinely related to A:
e Tone: derogatory, ironic, sarcastic. ‘
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Chapter 10

Task 11: Discussion Prompt

1. Atticus is not an obvious figure to admire; he is old and wears glasses. They

2. There is a long delay before the action. The author creates the expectation th
capable man, will deal with the situation but he hands over to Atticus, creati

3. Shooting the dog in a dangerous situation. Atticus takes on a big responsibil
(metaphor for the Robinson case). Jem had found shooting difficult and is im
modesty.

4. The difference is between active and passive types of courage. Atticus was r
Maudie’s trouble was unexpected but she faced it with dignity. Atticus’ cour
was in being optimistic when times were difficult.

Chapter 11

Task 12: Extended Essay Question .

Negro Worship & Church (Surmised) Contrasting Whi

On the outskirts of town (symbolically) In the centre of town

Use their church only for worship Whites gamble in the First Pus:

Use church to worship Use own church to socialise (

Unceiled and unpainted Well maintained, fully decor

No piano, organ, hymn books or church Well-resourced but probably

programmes

Hymns learned by heart Hymns sung from books wit

Reverend Sykes personalises sermon and Probably uses elaborate and i

prayer for those in need general sermon

Collection taken in a coffee can Probably a fancy collection p
Chapter 13

Task 14: Active Learning Task

¢ Her command to Calpurnia shows a supercilious and racist attitude.

e She says ‘We decided’ when it is clear that this is not one of Atticus’ ideas. C
accepting her as a guest.

o  She considers herself an appropriate role model for Scout and Jem.

e  She presumes to educate Atticus’ family when, ironically, it is she who recei
racial prejudice is destructive, and changes notably after the death of Tom R

e There is a lack of common ground between Scout = 3 at Alexandra. This
to sympathise with Aunt Alexandra at thisste ¢ zenovel.

. aSunday, being preoccupied m:

e  She is shown to be especially pret: 4.5
spiritual matters. L <
o Sheisoverbearin=i .
Best Foi
e Sheisa¥

_ecudes in Atticus’ good parenting by urging him to

#of Stephanie Crawford, which characterises her by association
e Her preoccupation with appearances and protocol extends to the Missionary
influential figure. All women in this group (except Miss Maudie) are strong]
e  Sheis convinced of her own superiority and that of the Finch family. She enjoy
other ‘tribal groups’. From this we can conclude that she is prejudiced in more

Chapter 14

Task 15: Extended Essay Question
Essay question — personal responses required.
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Chapter 15

Task 16: Active Learning Task
1.

Chapter 16

Tension is built through the slowing of time; the author’s use of short clause
apparent disappearance of Atticus; the children’s stealthy search for Atticus
men; Atticus” vulnerability because his children are present; the defiance of tk
Evidence of the author’s poetic writing style: evocative descriptions through
Use of psychology: each character has a distinct personality and reacts differe:
of the children; tension as Atticus has a battle of wills with the lynch mob; t
expressed in the mob’s determination to make an example of Tom Robinson,
heart when Scout inadvertently reminds him that he is a family man who o
for his children’s safety; Jem’s defiance; any other reasonable answer can be c:
Moral message concerns the lynch mob and their desi:. «. shortcut justice an
dominated by fear. The legal process must ha" vt (_hnstlan and mor
injustices and not simply turn a blind
This incident shows moral

1cus; underlines his form of passiv
the 1n]ust1ceand dird s (later in the courtroomy; it characterises the i
i it -, 4 s the author a plausible ally for Atticus in the jury (a

‘after the trial; the children grow and learn from this experi

Task 17: Active Learning Task
1.

He looks like the stereotype of a judge with his white hair and ruddy face. H
informality’. This demonstrates a form of honesty because he is not caught up :
normal legal proceedings. He is the sort of man to say what is on his mind. TI;
Beneath his sleepy exterior he is very aware of proceedings. He is also chara
competence as a judge, which encourages the reader as we approach the tri
Narrator characterises the judge through her commentary. This contains an
him out as a new character.

Simile: sleepy old shark — denotes that he may appear relaxed but is still dang
chewing habit does not add any additional information to his character, excep:
This information makes the reader more aware of him as a personalised cha

the author to perform a function.

Chapter 17

Task 18: Active Learning Task

The narrator prepares us for Atticus’ trick by recalling one of his principles:
examination ask a witness a question you don’t already know the answer to’.

Protracted actions of Atticus have a theatrical quality: he is showing the jury
Mysterious intentions of his questions and this demonstration.
Focus of attention on Atticus.
: . 5 been duped.

Chapters 19-20

Delay between Ewell writing and the realisation t' .

Task 19: Active Learmng Lo

Before id leave, she asked him to reach a box down from atop the w
She grabbed him round the legs. He jumped down from the chair to evade h
waist, kissed him and asked him to kiss her.

Bob Ewell witnessed this from the window, cursed at her and Tom ran off.
Ewell then beat his daughter, giving her the injuries later attributed to Tom.
Bob and Mayella Ewell contrived a story to prevent news of this incident sp
Ewell went to inform Heck Tate.

Sometime after Tom Robinson was taken into custody.
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Chapter 21

Task 20: Active Learning Task

o Describes scene in close detail. Stillness of courtroom translates to a tense exp
to the strain. Recalls another time of concern and anxiety, drawing upon the m
of jury’s return slows time down to a crawl and raises expectation. Foreshado
defendant it has convicted’ increases the expectation that a negative verdict w
the verdict indicates the severity of the breaking news.

o Narrator counsels and guides the reader at all times. In this portion of text, th
significantly outweighs the action. Everything we observe is through Scout’s e
mind. This cannot fail to bias the reader.

o Descriptions appeal to the senses. Mention of mockmgblrds being still invoke:

‘it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird’ metaphor. Metaphoric: . 1. cription of jury re
distorting reality. The twist about the gun bein ¢t

ters a familiar image
consider the futility of Atticus” action

Task 21: Extended Egnar

Chapters 22-24

Task 22: Active Learning Task

1. Itis wrong for a jury to give the death penalty for purely circumstantial evide
witness to the events in question.

2. Too much has interfered with the jury’s reasoning process. They are humans,
weaknesses. They are flawed and the implementation of the law is thus less th
fair distribution of Maycomb’s population.

3. The jury took a couple of hours before deciding upon their verdict. This show.
white issue. They deliberated over the outcome even though they eventually ¢
Cunningham, from a family known for their hard-headedness, had been in th
proceedings. This is a significant change considering the Cunninghams had b
confronted Atticus.

4. The Cunninghams had never taken anything from anyone without paying it b
sympathetic to the Ewells, who are clearly social parasites. Also, Atticus knew
family’s respect. This ensured they would fight tooth and nail for him.

Chapter 31

Task 23: Discussion Prompt

1. The sequence of events results in Scout being able to judge people informed
proximity to the case and its proceedings — something in itself that teaches S
to learn much about the way to treat others.

2. The way in which we are introduced to the characters " .om Robinson and i:
significant, as we hear a lot of facts and untru‘f b the two throughout t .
introduced directly to them in the la"’* ¢ ne’ fsw chapters.

3. Lee uses the mockingbird thr s 40 e novel as a metaphor for society’s t
innocent md1v1dualc o Toay Robmson and Boo Radley — a metaphor th

- understand its significance.

n-as the narrator is to instruct us how to understand the nove
ip of Atticus’ moral guidance, to provide moral instruction and ¢
5. Student’s own choice.

Whole-text Analysis Section
Characterisation

Task 24: Active Learning Task
Character profile activity to be completed gradually by students as they progress
their own understanding; therefore, no indicative content can be provided.
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Task 25: Active Learning Task

This activity is designed to get students thinking about their own personal intera

their own individual unique responses to the characters; therefore, guidance her

responses include:

1. Atticus — Lee gives us the impression that Atticus feels incredibly anxious a
on his children and their treatment by their peers, and he hopes that Scout
trust him and his ability to handle the case, and he plans to see the case throi::

2. Atticus — Lee gives us the impression that Atticus feels dismayed but compl
the case, but he has nevertheless lost some sort of hope in the system.

3. Scout - Lee gives us the impression that Scout does not completely understar;
disapproves strongly of Dolphus Raymond and struggles to understand him,
and that Scout’s discussion with Dolphus Raymond has 0 ened her eyes to t

4.  Scout - Lee gives us the impression that Scout fee;— ¢k »d but mainly reli
finally meeting Boo Radley, and she fee‘q t C m and as if she com

acts, thmks and feels. Scout apDP £ o

Dill — Lee gives us the impression that Dill is incredibly intrigued by the Ra

surrounding it, but also fearful and exhilarated by the prospect of encounte
the property.

8.  Dill - Dill is no doubt nervous about being found by the Finches and feels a
might be in for running away from home, but incredibly excited at the thou

9. Aunt Alexandra — Lee gives us the impression that Aunt Alexandra is nervo
court proceedings and possibly how Atticus” involvement will affect his an
ultimately she appears proud of him.

10. Aunt Alexandra — Lee gives us the impression that Aunt Alexandra has a gr
and his family, and only now full understands the severity and sadness of t

11. Tom Robinson — Lee gives us the impression that Robinson probably feels ¢
the proposition, but also sympathetic towards Mayella Ewell and her situat

12. Tom Robinson — We can imagine that Robinson feels fearful, mistreated, an

Task 26: Active Learning Task

This activity is designed to get students thinking about their own personal intera

their own individual unique responses to the characters; therefore, guidance her

responses include:

1. Lee gives us the impression that Boo Radley resents his father for locking hi
with the outside world, hence his watching the Finch children and helping th:
incredibly aware of his reputation in Maycomb and is perhaps keen to corre
children and risk-taking.

2. Lee gives us the impression that Boo Radley woul- f:
felt that he may have established a connectio: ‘Wi !
them, and would be excited abou’r i o el
possibly pumshmg him ( a"w S filling in of the tree by his brother)

ARy eel relieved that he has killed Mr Ewell as Jer:

Sl r)robably feel conflicted, perhaps remorseful and guil

, and perhaps confused at this kindness. Boo Radley may no
and exci® & by the blossoming friendship with the Finches.

4.  Dill would most likely scorn Mr Gilmer for his questioning of Tom and focu.
shown in court, and would perhaps urge Mr Gilmer to be kinder in future,
through his confusion regarding Gilmer’s racist and prejudiced attitude tow
the wider racism of Maycomb.

5. Students will most likely include in the report that Mr Cunningham will ha
arguments brought to the court by Atticus, and some of the larger messages
speech, drawing on the hearts of the people to think about the case as sometl::
affecting the future of Maycomb and its society at large.

B “oud about having
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Task 27: Active Learning Task
1. Debate — Student’s own personal response, opinions and points chosen here;
arise from the texts include:
e Aunt Alexandra thinks many people in Maycomb are inferior to her and
bloodline and its heritage vs Miss Maudie, who disagrees with the integr

jury’s hesitation to condemn Robinson as a change for the future that she
e Aunt Alexandra disapproves of Scout’s dungarees and ‘masculine’ attire
chastises her use of language and her lack of concern for other women in
and Dill’s company vs Miss Maudie, who finds Scout’s demeanour and a
attitudes and pastimes of Aunt Alexandra and the other gossiping wome
e Aunt Alexandra and Miss Maudie do, however, appear most similar in t}
case, with both showing a great deal of sympathv i anger at the injusti

2. eople are angered by
3. :

V,;,,.,:er()re, no mchcatlve content will be provided.
Themes

Task 28: Discussion Prompts

1. Literally prejudice means to pre-judge something or someone before it is rea
for example, is a hatred of someone from a different cultural background be
to be known as an individual.

2. Other subcategories may include: sexism, ageism, social prejudice (snobbery
discrimination.

Task 29: Active Learning Task
Theme development activity to be completed gradually by students as they prog
on their own understanding; therefore, no indicative content can be provided.

Task 30: Discussion Prompts

1.  There is perhaps some gender prejudice in relation to the assignment of cho
and the perception that all women should take on a maternal and feminine r
There could also be evidence of ageism throughout the novel; for example, i
and Jem and Scout’s treatment by the adults in the novel, who constantly as
them of information on account of their youth.

2. They believe that a black man is unworthy of pitying a white person, and pe
person is incapable of such an emotional response.

3.  Sheis highly ignorant, prejudiced and superficial, and has a superiority com
superior to black individuals. The Mrunas have amuv-"-
beyond the biological, nuclear family favoure .. W

. G sm as being a religion of wh

*ack people but is disgusted at the pro

4.  Perhaps because she ignorantly ass
trouble supporting pre]udwf ,;b'a
sub]ected to suchtre 4 '

i"fbmpts

1. Despltev g brought up in the same family, the two have been subject to v
and ideals. As a result of Atticus’ influence, Scout is not as racist or judgeme

2. Miss Maudie exceeds the other women in relation to her compassion for oth
towards Tom Robinson and the plight of his family.

3. Despite sharing many similarities in their background, Miss Maudie and Au
opposites in their viewpoints, particularly in relation to their duties, society,
society. However, the thing that most divides the two is their compassion an
tolerate others — unlike Aunt Alexandra, Miss Maudie does not tolerate the a

women and challenges their racist and superficial views.
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4. Student’s own opinion required — valid arguments for and against this readi

5. Scout’s words re-humanise Tom Robinson’s case to Mr Cunningham, and re
role model — this shows the power of understanding, language and empathy

6. Harper Lee attempts to emphasise throughout the novel the importance of u
our duties as members of society to try to understand the suffering and righ
age, status, race, etc.

Task 32: Discussion Prompts
1. Student’s own choice of character; however, likely answers include: Boo Rad
Finch children and watches their games, and leaves them toys and gifts, and
when he can; Mrs Dubose ironically copes by pushing others away and reve
Ewell propositions Tom Robinson; Dill runs to the a 1d household of th
marriage and come

her opportunity to leave home and her unhay s, ‘or
segation and racism entrenc

anding of courage changes throughout the novel, and grows
Atticus as a beacon of courage, and begins to understand tha

whom she did not originally consider (e.g. Boo Radley, Mr Dolphus Raymor:
2. Courage resides in small acts of kindness that benefit the greater good.
3. Student’s own interpretation required here — both a for and an against readit
4. However big or small the act, courage is vital in society, particularly an unju

inequality; also arguably that courage in any form equals progress.

Task 34: Discussion Prompts

1. The theme of innocence highlights the evil in society, and that if we do not p
innocent individuals then evil will prevail

2. Student’s own interpretation required here — both a for and against reading

The Writer’s Use of Language

Task 35: Active Learning Task

1. Student’s own interpretation required here.

2. Lee uses short sentences; plenty of adverbs, exclamation marks, alternating
slow drawn-out actions, etc.

3. Tom Robinson’s language is honest, direct, polite and respectful, cautious, w
illustrates his roots in Maycomb and gives a humble edge to his demeanour.

Task 36: Discussion Prompt
The juxtaposition between the two highlights the hypocrisy and divide present in
unsettling and foreboding atmosphere through signals of - . ntrollable threats t

community in the town.

Task 37: Discussion Prompts
1. This action is incred® i

2. Student®Swn reading required here; however, answers will most likely rela
how this lends itself to the mockingbird motif in the novel, and the grave co
joy symbolised by the bird in Western culture and the events of the novel / n

3. Symbolic of the greater act of violence and harm inflicted on the children by
Robinson case and the events that surround it.

4. Heis resentful of others and their happiness, and enjoys exerting power ove

Task 38: Active Learning Task
Personal responses required although students may want to recheck the glossary
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Context

Task 39: Active Learning Task
Student’s own creative response required for this poster activity; therefore, no in¢

Task 40: Active Learning Task
1.

Employment:
Jobs of the white men mentioned: lawyers, doctors, sheriff, farm owner, lando:
Roles of the white women: domesticated housewives, committed to socialising
reputation of the family unit within it, often depicted as gossiping. '
The jobs of the Negroes: field hand, mistress, cook, housemaid/nanny.
Jobs appear allocated according to a social hierarchy enforced within the tow
white superiority.
Attitudes

Practice of Christianity appears limite '~
conducted in a controlled, civi’ sz

hurch service among the

Loaagic

; ent of others throughout the novel, particularly Atticus’ decisi
White people generally treat black people either with contempt, or at least al
with prejudiced attitudes influencing their treatment of the black people in Ma
The Finch family consider Calpurnia to be a loyal and valued member who s
and they show kindness towards her and sympathise with Tom Robinson’s ¢

Task 41: Discussion Prompts
1.

2.

The Great Depression was a catalyst for poverty and unemployment, hitting
harder than any other bracket in society, which in turn had a knock-on effect
such as Maycomb.

Republican political affiliations, possible contempt for Winston County and i

Exam Preparation

Task 42: Active Learning Task
Essay question — personal responses required.

Task 43: Extended Essay Question
Essay question — personal responses required.
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