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Teacher’s Introduction

The aim of this guide is 1o develop the knowledge and skills required to answer questions for OCR’s Classical
Civilisation A Level examination: H408/22 and AS HOORB/22 Imperial Image. The material is the same for both
examninations, though the level of demand is less for AS.

OCR prescribed material

OCR has published a list of prescribed images of visual and material culture. Learners should be famillar with the
images as these may be used for guestions in examinations. Discussion of the prescribed material is included in
this guide, but restrictions of copyright mean that this guide does not always include the image or the exact
transiation of literature. The OCR prescribed literature booklet can be found at: zzed.uk/12482-0CR-prescribed

The list of prescribed visual and material sources can be found at: zzed.uk/12482-0CR-sources
The list is on page 23 of the specification.

This guide is divided into sections:

1. Section A: where any relevant historical, political and thematic context is introduced, covering the OCR
specification. Both prescribed visual and literary sources are included. Activities based on the guestion styles
in the exam will help learners develop their skills,

2. Section B: covers Augustus’s reputation after his death and includes the longer extracts of literature:

Res Gestge and Suetonius’s Life of Augustus. These longer extracts use the OCR booldet of prescribed
literature but do give a commentary and supporting activities,

3. Section C draws together themes and topics and includes examination advice.

integration of prescribed sources

Prescribed visual and literary sources have peen integrated into Section A at points where most appropriate and
relevant. However, iearners should be aware that sources can be used for several themes and topics, and the
further use of these is suggested in Section C. Many topics include some extra source material, knowledge of
which will be given credit.

Cur aim is to provide as complete a study guide as possible for learners and so we have included versions of the
shorter poems in the prescription. A commentary is provided for each of the prescribed authors, covering any
ralevant themes and topics, as set out in the specification. Owing to copyright restrictions, this guide uses
transiations which may vary from the OCR translations in the prescribed literary source booklet, However, key
proper names and references in most cases match. OCR does say that any transiation may be used, though the
OCR prescribed transliation will appear on any guestion papers. Centres which have an electronic version may wish
to cut and paste in passages as they are printed in the OCR bookiet,

Guotations from authors

The learning of lists of quotations from authors and scholars is not necessary. The instruction ‘detailed reference’
does not require this and is not expected by examiners. However, if quotations are remembered and used, these
are expected to be accurate 1o the word. Indirect reference to what an author or a scholar says is given credit, as
are datailed relevant paraphrases.

February 2024

A web page containing oll the links listed in this resource is conveniently provided on ZigZog
Fducation's website at zzed.uk/ 12482

You may find this helpful for accessing the websites rather than typing in each URL.
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Early history of Rome

After the fali of Troy, different stories follow the return of the heroes. Homer writes the Odyssey about the return of
Odysseus. Later, Aeschylus writes about the return of Agamemnaon in his play of the same name. But what of the
Trojans? Did they all die? There is one name that recurs in art and literature and that is Aeneas. Aeneas is the son of
Venus and Anchises, a member of the Trojan royal family, cousin of Priam, King of Troy. Aeneas leaves Troy with his
father and son Ascanius {also known as lulus) to find a new home. He gathers a band of refugees and begins his
wanderings across the Meaditerranean. Aeneas lands on the west coast of italy at the mouth of a river calied Tiber.
The local people are called Latins. They live in Latium and their king is King Latinus. After a bloody battle, Aeneas
defeats the local chieftain Turnus. He and his people can now settle at last and found a new city and people.

But this is just one myth...

The historian Livy relates the story which may be familiar to you, the founding of Rome by Romulus and Remus. As
a historian, Livy would have believed this 1o be factually correct. He was writing from 59 BCto AD 17, some 1,000
years after the supposed Trojan War.

The Vestal... Rhea Silvia... gave birth to twins. She named Mars as their father, either because she really believed
it, or because the fault might appear less heinous if a deity were the cause of it. But neither gods nor men sheltered
her or her babies from the king’s cruelty; the priestess was thrown into prison and the boys were ordered to be
thrown into the river.

By a heaven-sent chance it happened that the Tiber was then overflowing its banks and stretches of standing water
prevented any approach to the main channel. Those who were carrying the children expected that this stagnant
water would be sufficient to drown them, so, under the impression that they were carrying out the king's orders,
they exposed the boys at the nearest point of the overtlow...

The locality was then a wild solitude. The tradition goes on to say that after the floating cradle in which the boys
had been exposed had been left by the retreating water on dry land, a thirsty she-wolf from the surrounding hills,
atiracted by the crying of the children, came to thern, gave them her teats to suck and was so genile towards them
that the king’s flock-master found her licking the boys with her tongue.

Livy Early History of Rome 1, 4-7 {with omissions)

Livy goes on to say:

Romulus and Rernus were seized with the desire of building a city in the locality where they had been exposed... f

In aterrible twist, Romulus killed his brother Remus to take sole control of the city.

Go to zzed.uk/12482
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Rome is a settlement in a geographical basin. The rain runs off seven foothills of
drains into the Tiber, The river then flows out to sea at the port of Ostia, The ori
were Etruscans and there is evidence of Bronze Age {pre-Roman} settiements. P
area to trade cattle. According to the historian Livy, Rome was founded in 753 8
like Romutus, although these probably were the original Etrusgan kings. There w
of Rome.

The Rome basin with the river Tiber flowing throug

sulsion of the kings

The last king of Bome was supposedly Targuinius Superbus, He was expelied fro
on a woman called Lucretia. In fact, this probably marks the end of Etruscan rul
takeover bid by the local inhabitants. Livy's version is much more violent and wi
tradition, Tarquinius was expelied in 509 &C.

The republic and growing dissent

The Romans decided that they would no longer have kin
aristocrats. Power came into the hands of lead!

ften referredto as p

calied equites. The ge
describe o Re

formed, cald 3
Mediterranedn, fighting battles and wars along the way.

As a result of Rome’s conguests there was a plentiful supply of slaves. The free bu 5
worried about how they would earn a living. Why pay when you can have a slave?
up with solutions to the people’s problems. In 133 e, Tiberius Gracchus suggeste
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poor. This was seen as a threat to wealthy landowners. Tiberius Gracchus and his s
Gaius Gracchus became another champion of the people. Yet he was rounded up
massacred on the Aventine Hill. They had started the idea of rights for the poor an

in 108 8c, Marius made the army a profession. A Roman joined up, rather than b :
leaving the army, veterans were given land mainly in rural ltaly. This caused rese

Power passed¥85 Pompey (106-48 BC). He was busy in the provinces of the growi
mistake of not keeping an eve on matters back in Rome. A young man called Gai
favour back in Rome. But he was not powerful yet. In 63 BC, Pompey offered io g
been fighting loyally with him. This move was opposed by Cicero, a famous lawy
beginning to take sides again. During Pompey’s time in power, a politician calied &
Cicero was elected. Catiline tried to seize power but his attempt was crushed by §
streets. Eventually Caesar and Pompey fell out. Full civil war broke out on 7 jan

voted ‘dictator for life’ in 45 8C. :

NB Caesar was never Emperor. In 44 8 on 15" March ~ ides of March — Caesar \l\
by Brutus and Cassius. :

Augustus, as Octavian, is linked to Julius Caesar

The presentation tells us that Julius Caesar, who fived 10044 BC, came from the
the fufii, aiso called the lulian family. On page 2 we have seen that Aeneas’s son
family claimed that they were descended from lulus and, therefore, were relatec
and so had divine origins.

On the other hand, Augustus belonged to a wealthy but far less important family,
uniil he established his rule, Augustus was called Octavian. Augustus was reiated%
was Augustus’s great-uncle. After his death, Caesar specified, in his will, that his 3
name Gaius Julius Caesar. In fact, Augustus did do this, givi the name Qctav,
he was his helr and should inherit his power too. So & first step in Augul
his image, namely abandoning his old {weal ned linking his name 3
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Augustus was well aware that he had to convince other important Romans that
heir, 50 he set about consolidating his position and his image. Julius Caesar had
ordinary citizens, plebs, so Augustus wanted to show them he was just like Caes
that the ordinary citizens should get seventy-five denaril each. A denarius could
Augustus did not have access to that amount of money so he borrowed it. The v
became popular with the ordinary people of Rome who definitely accepted him

5. The people were pleased anyway, as games me

However, Augustus was not the only one who wanted powes sflark Antony, an i
Caesar, gave Caesar’s funeral speech — a flavour of thigh “found in Shakesp

Artony starten off by offering support to Augustus, who was still very young at the

ruling class, senators, were worried about what Antony would do and thought th
younger Augustus. They elected him into the Senate, a sort of Roman parliament
and sent him against Antony’s army, which he fought at the Battle of Mutina in 4
national army, and individual generals ran their own armies. Antony retreated aft

Senate did not give Augustus the honour of a victory. Instead of going after Antcmy%

demanded to be made consud, the highest rank in politics. After an excuse of an e
Augustus was voted consul in August 43 BC. Augustus had risen to power almost a
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The images above show two sides of the same coin, minted in 43 BC when Augu
Augustus with a practical form of advertising, as a coin is portable and lkely to b
coin, referred to as the obverse {obv.}, depicts Augustus facing to the right, bare
when transiated in full say: ‘Gaius Caesar, consul, priest of the augurs’. The back
Caesar, also iooking right; on his head he has a laurel wreath. This was awarded
military campaign. They were awarded a triumph and wore the wreath in a proc

Caesar’s inscription says: ‘Gaius Caesar, dictator in perpetuity, pontifex maximus”

The coin is important for both the similarities and the differences:

Similarities

as a lower” level of p
Aot dictator
Augustus does not have a wreat

e Heads face the same way

e Inscriptions constructed the s
way: name; political p
religious :

-2

The coin sugt@@® that Augustus s linked to Julius Caesar in terms of the style of
authority, but without reaching excessive powers. Augustus is reassuring the rul
the same ambitions as Julius Cassar. He creates an image of greater humility. At
Augustus 1o be associated with Julius Caesar,

e Pantifex maximus was a role for

was given the name the
triumvirate’) 115

, Antcny and Augustus and defeated at the Battle of Philippi, Gr
a new Forum to Mars, the god of war, if he were to be successful. He kept to his
the Senate decided that Julius Caesar was a god. This made Augustus the son of
happy to premote. The term divus meaning ‘divine’ showed divine origins, and
divi filius, ‘son of a god’.
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Augustus as a military general

After the Battle of Philippi, the Republic was divided up for the purposes of admis
important role. Antony was away in the Fast, planning an attack on the Parthians
{taly strengthening his image. For the people of Rome, as far as Antony was con
mind’. On the island of Sicily, the son of a former enemy of Julius Caesar, Sextus

title: imperator, meani

Lepidus was soon pushed aside, ieaving Augustus and Antony as the two remai
the East, Augustus had the advantage of being in Rome. Not many ordinary peo
interested in what was going on hundreds of miles away, but they were interes
own city. Augustus used this attitude to his advantage by appeasing the poor in
building programme and ‘handouts’. Some he did himself, others he got his sup

Building
s Tempie to deified Julius Caesar 8
e Amphitheatre
e  Sewer repairs

rtood and clothes)
£%dmission to the baths

Augustus and the propaganda war

Antony was married to Augustus’s sister Octavia, but in 41-40 8¢ he started an at}
Cleopatra. In 35 B¢, Octavia went to visit Antony in Athens. Octavia brought him &
money, arms, and bodyguards. Antony accepted her gifts but would not see her &
back to Rome. Augustus was furious at this insult. He claimed that Octavia was
have had the treatment that would be expected of 2 noble wife. Antony next in
had military success in Armenia and celebrated his triumph, but in Alexandria,
Cleopatra shared this triumph, and they had two gold thrones at the celebratio
Cleopatra’s claim to the Egyptian throne, but it was view tkinRome asif A
over thern. The Roman people would never accept Gueen to rule therré
Here are some claims made by Augustu : 5

5

f have a Rgman

accept any feminine side to males) '
s Antony wants to be king {the Romans had had bad kingsand | e Augustus:

did not use the title} of Philipn

Antony’s will says he wants Cleopatra’s children to rule
#  Antony wants to move the capital to Egypt

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Culture and the Arts: Imperial Image Page 7 of 86

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




The final showdown: the Battle of Actium

Antony had put his will in the Temple of Vesta. Augustus grabbed it and read it
politicians. The fact that Antony wanted to be buried in Alexandria was viewed
propaganda, Augustus persuaded the Senate to declare war on Cleopatra. To re
building his mausoleum in Rome, showing his eternal dedication to the Roman

ch ook place on 2™
a. The result was that An
wean untit 1% August 30 8¢, whe

ed suicide. Egypt than came under the co

S ounded the principate, a way of ruling with sole p
title of rex, ¢ this point that Octavian, as he had strictly been named,

meaning ‘lot serene’. Augustus began a massive ‘upgrade’ of Rome and w
a patron to the poets Virgil, Horace and Propertius.

The final clash came at the Battle of Actium, i
battle which was masterminded by hi
battie and were pursued arcung
12" August, when Cleons:
sole ruler. ;

in years to come, this battle would be used by Augustus in the promotion of his i
years of first century ab shows the naval battle in progress. :

R

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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R \\\\
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The positive spin begins

First things first, Augustus had to pay his army. 50, he minted coins,

S N AT LU 1AL N AT R
B \

The images above show two sides of the same cain. This time, it is a silver denan:sf:
soldier inthe Roman army. The front, obverse, shows Augustus with a bare hea A
image. The back, reverse, shows the goddess Pax, Peace. In one hand she is hol
peace} and in the other a horn of plenty, known as & cornucopio. The message he
peace through the war the soldiers have just fought and with it comes an abunda
prosperity. Tha reverse has the Latin CAESAR and DIVI. F, meaning Caesar, son 0f§

B

Even today there are several examples of this coin. The prescribed image of the
British Museum website from where any additional note :

ve added: zzed.u

Maecenas was what we would call today a ‘spin doctor’ — a man employed to m
politician or government. Maecenas was a political advisor to Augustus, as well
new group of ‘Augustan’ poets. He encouraged the poets in his circle to write fa
the earliest poems about the Battle of Actium was written by the poet Horace.

Quintus Horatius Flaccus was a Roman poet who lived from December 65 BC to
dying days of the Republic, and when the civil wars broke out, Horace was not f
classes; he was not even from the middle classes. He was the son of a freedman
‘auction broker’ and a “tax collector’. Keen for his son to do well, Horace received
age of 18 or 19, Horace continued his education in Athens at the Academy foun

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

of the young Ro
. If to Brutus and
er was cut short, howev
ng side against Augustug and M
nd that his father’s estate had been confise
waonients, Horace became a civil service clerk, and in h
poet Virgil, who introduced him to Magcenas. In 38 8¢, Ho

While Horace was in Athens, civil war broke out in Rome
the cause of Brutus against fulius Caesar. Horace ¢
rank usually given to sons of patricians. B
the Battle of Philippi. Despite haj
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When, O happy Maecenas, shall I, overjoyed by Caesar's victory, drink with you un
Jupiter) the Cascuban wine reserved for festive banquets, while the lyre plays a turg
the Dorian mode, others in the Greek mode? As lately, when the Neptunian admirz%
navy burned, fled, after having menaced those chains to Rome, which, like a friend
slaves. The Roman soldier (alas! you, our posterity, wil
and can be subservient to shrivelled eunuchs; and
Indignant at this the Gauls turned two th '
navy, going off to the left, He by }

fact), for a womars
mutitary standards, t

bowls, and the Chian or Lesbian wine; or, what roay suppress this rising nausea o
is my pleasure to dissipate care and anxiety for Caesar's atfairs with delicious win

Classical references
Coecuban wine: a good-quality ltalian wine,

Gauls turned two thousand of their cavalry,
proclaiming Caesar: the Gauls had been on
Antony’s side but joined Augustus for the
Battle of Actium. Thelir leader was King
Amvynias.

Jugurthine war; nor Africanus: Horace equates
the Battle of Actium to previous great
victories of the Romans, namely the
Jugurthine wars, in which Mark
victorious, and the C :

tricanus after

drinking bowis: these were skyphoi. The skyphos in the image to the right show
arm outstretched receiving representatives from the countries he had conquere

Discussion ;
Notice how the only two people mentioned by name in the poem are Maecenas
meaning Augustus. Roman soldier refers to Antony, and for o woman and sham
references to Cleopatra. There is little detail of the Battle of Actium itself, apart
battle: the fleet of the opposing navy... The poem ends with a neat piece of ring
returns to references to wine and celebration.
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The translation below has been divided into stanzas, or verses, as Horace origina
sometimes run over to the next, as Horace’s poem also did. :

Now it is Hime to drink; now with unfetiered feet
it is time for beating the earth; now

it is time to decorate the gods' sacred couches
comraades for Salian feasts.

Previously it would have been wron
Caccuban wine from the ol
was still plottine yui
and plannd

e maddened queen

of the empire

with deeply %88 ipted men sick

with disease, violent with all sorts of
hopes, and drunk with Fortune’s
favour, But it calmed her frenzy when

there was scarcely a single ship unhurt by the flames,
and Caesar returned her mind,

crazy with Mareotic wine,

to true fears, flying from ltaly

with straining oars, like a hawk
hunts gentle doves or a swift hunter
hunts a hare over the plains of
snowy Thessaly, to put in chains

that deadly monster, who, intending
to die more nobly, did not have a
womanish fear of the sword, nor
a hidden shore with her

but, having allen
with a caliy s
to handle poi¥Snous asps and drink their dark
venom into her body,

having chosen to die, she was Hercer,

unwilling to be taken by hostile

gallevs of war and to be led as an ordinary woman,
not a lowly lady, in a proud triumph.

Classical references

Salion feasts: Kiine's transiation has “feast’, but Horace's original is in the plural,
are intended. ‘Salian feast’ was a proverbial phrase for a sumptuous feast. The §
priests who leapt and jumped about. Horace is encouragin

Mareotic: wine, so appropriate for Cleopatra to drink.
italy: {Kiine has ‘Rome’} but Horace refers to italy here.

Thessaly: an area of Greece, near where the Battie of Actium took place.

golleys: Augustus’s admiral Agrippa actually used small Liburnian galleys which i

coast of eastern aly. Agrippa realised that they were swift, and used them agai

hill therefore had political and religious impor’%
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Discussion
This poem encourages the audience {it would have been read aloud) to prepare
referred to as the nunc est bibendum ode or the (leopatra ode. Published in 23
written in the autumn of 30 8¢, when the news of Cleopatra’s suicide reached R
Augustus’s defeat of Mark Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium and the
but it does not mention Mark Antony by name, nor Cleopatra, who is plainly the
referred to throughout as ‘the queen’,

. 't of the defest of Cleopatrs,
r translated as doom-bringing po

The first five stanzas are a rather glo
point as a fatal monster, which

The final three stanzas, however, change quite radically in their tone and focus, ¢
the face of defeat. This is an attempt to be ‘sparing the defeated’ rather than no
Augustus’s victory. Augustus, as part of the promotion of his image, was keen to
However the simile flike o howk... does not seem to fit in with the tone of the poe
why is Cleopatra portrayed as a dove or hare?

in all of this we must not forget Augustus’s imperial image.
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Propertius was also an Augustan poet. He was born and raised in Umbria, and fr
Asisium, which is modern-day Assisi, When Propertius was still young, his father
Horace’s family had done, when Augustus gave lands to his veterans in 41 rC.

The witch is drove the blazing bulls beneath yokes of steel, and sowed b
warriors, anc##sed the fierce gaping jaws of the guardian snake, so that the Gol :
halls. Maeotian (Amazon) Penthesilea once dared to attack the Danaan (Greek) sh;
she whose bright beauty conquered the conquering hero, when the golden helm

Omphale the Lydian girl, bathed in the Gygean lake, rose to such a reputation fo
had set up his pillars in a world made at peace, pulled out soft spinner’s wool w
established Babylon the Persians’ city, so that it rose a solid mass with rampart ¢
might be sent in opposite directions around the walls, and not graze the sides wi
Euphrates through the middle of the city she had founded, and commanded Bac

Why should I accuse heroes, why the gods of a arime? Jupiter brings shame on h
mention the woman who has famﬁiened disgrace upon our army, that woman wel
who demanded the walls of Rome and the Senators enslaved to her rule, the rew
Guilty Alexandria, so skilled in deceit and Merophis so often bloody with our w
Reiter for you Po

of his three triumphs! Rome, no day will ever remove th
the Phlegrean Fields (Naples) or that you'd b

Perhaps that prostitute queen of ir

the Tarpeia tin judgment among weapons and statues of Marius.

The city, higiifthroned on seven hills, that rules the whole Farth, was terrified of
threats. What advantage was it to have shattered the axes of Tarquin whosse life i
‘Proud’, if now we had to endure this woman? Take a trivmph, Rome, saved by
for him! You fled then to the winding streams of a frightened Nile: your hands ¢
the arms bitten by the sacred asps, | saw the limbs draw in sleep as it worked its

enstaved by constant wine drinking: ‘T was not as much to be feared, Rome, with

Curtius by cdosing the open space, set up his own monument, and Decius with ¢
Cocles’s path still tells of the cutting of the bridge, and there's one who won the
founded these walls, may the gods protect these walls: with Caesar alive, Rome
of Jupiter.

Where are 5cipio’s ships now, where are Camillus’s s atand
might, or where are Heannibal's spoils, or trophies o

tudhed to fli ghi: one day of batt

Apollo of Actium will speak of how tk
: 2 or making for harbour, be mindful o

weaporry. But you, sailor,
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Classical references
witch of Coichis: Medea, helped fason {son of Aeson, so Aeson’s halls refer to his

Penthesilea: (image, right) the Amazo
Trojan War. Achilles killed h : ve'on removing her helmeat.

ern Turkey to whom Hercules was

wn of Assyria, most of which is modern Irag, who was
said 1o have restored its city Babylon, giving it a new city wall and who
built a city at Bactra.

Alexandria, Memphis, Conopus: Egyptian cities.

three triumphs: Pompey was known for celebrating three triumphs. He
was killed in Egypt about four years before the death of lulius Caesar,
dying on the beach, the sand.

Phiegrean Fields at Noples: in 50 BC, Pompey fell seriously il in Naples, a large po
Pompeii. The Phiegrean Fields are a volcanic area around the Bay of Naples. Prop
better for Pompey to have died when he was ill, or have given in to julius Caesar,

Philip: Philip of Macedaon from whom Cleopatra claimed descent.

Tarquin: th
the Republ

Discussion 5
Primarily this love poem, elegy, is not principally about the image of Augustus. Py
dominating woman and the servile man using both mythological and historical fig
Antony but not mentioning them by name. The theme o n being a slave to
poetry. Propeartius has fallen in love with 3 womangs {dved to her. He fe
comparisons to lason, Achilles and Hercy en that they fell for.

: o the forefront of this poem, Properﬁus%
. At against the Egyptians. The theme of fear is one thy
aititude towards Egypt. Cleopatra was a real threat. Note t

By bringing Clegpatra a
s, the war
characteris

with Cleppaid

1. prostitute

2. incestuous

3. foul

4.  obscene hushand {Antony}
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tiie poem: Take a triumph, Ro

=*Rome should hardly need fear the w
e should be to Augustus: Apollo of Actium
: 7 war carried off so great an amount of weaponry. Bu
. be mindful of Caesar over ol the lonian Sea.

Augustus in his role as imperator is erga’
for a long life for him! ... with
with a reminder of

Apoclio, as we shall see later, was very important to Augustus. Antony had the g
as god of wine this is why Antony and Clegpatra are always depicted as drunk: A
constant wine drinking. Augustus dedicated his victory at Actium in Greece to A
Leucadia {western Greece}. Propertius aiso implies that in one day of battle Aug
great generals of the past who spent years on war,
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Augustus the republican

In 27-26 BC, the members of the Senate showered Augustus with honours, inclug
and giving the title princeps, chief citizen. They also commissioned a golden shiek

was copied and sent all over the Roman Empire. The image below comes from

D

ST

o -

VIEAVOVETO
SOSVHEDEDEOLVREVM

VIRTVTISCLE STEAR
FIAR.METATIR ERG
O PATRIAMO

o

M‘—.\\H\\eﬁ*“'&“

On the clipeus was inscribed the word ‘Senate’, who commissioned the shield,

too {(a reminder that Rome was a republic!). The third line states that the shield
been given to Augustus. His titles are IMP for imperator, and DIVL F, sonof a go
highest office, COS, consul and for the eighth time, VIIl. The next two lines are t
what the Senate considers are Augustus’s cardinal {meaning door hinge, everyt

in Latin the virtues are:
virtus Courage, strength
clementio Mercy
iustitio Justice
pietas

, state and family

Augustus ne

threat to the Repubiic, while all the time establishing his rule known as his Princ
princeps, first citizen.

B0 show that he was not going to be a dictator like Julius Caesa
despised. He wanted to show that he was supporting the Republic. The aureus op
of Augustus’s trying to persuade the ruling classes {who would have more access

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Culture and the Arts: Imperial Image Page 16 of 86

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Augustus also had the titie CAES, ith Julius Caesar, and we also sef
filius — of the divine. f

We now se , COS. This stands for CONSUL. A consul was the highest ;3:
achieve in ih ublic. Men from aristocratic backgrounds entered the Senate ¢
posts untii they could reach consul. There were two consuls elected each year an
lupiter on the Capitol. There were two to prevent one man from becoming too p
a lot of power by the Senate and as he gradually became sole ruler, he did not w
stop this. In fact, he was so keen to ‘support the Republic’ that he gave up ~or s
powers he had been given. This is called the First Settlement and was o show he
indicates that by the time the coin was minted, Augustus was consui for the sixt
wreath which is not clear on the coin except for the ribbons tying it on.

The reverse probably marks the First Settlement. The inscription reads LEGES (la
the peopie) R {Roman} RESTITUIT (he restored). in Latin, often V = U. Sg,
restored the laws and rights for the Roman people. The figureg
scroll. At his feet is a scroll box. Of course, being con

times ensured t
his power. :
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Augustus restores religion

During the civil war years, people had been so concerned for their own survival
lost. Augustus set out to revive many religious practices and temples as he saw
citizens, Many cuitures taday still retain a close link between politics and religio
Romans. Priesthoods and ceremonial leadership were part of a politician’s careeg
take part now, : 5

Shows of public religion weare important
when animals were sacrificed a
realised this.

1n fact, quite often ordin
oration of festivais would have be

od Dther ways which further unified society. The Lores were ar%
Gundaries or plenty. The statues of Lares were situated in the ho
during family meals and at all-important family events. They were linked closely
the store cupboeard and ensured that food was in the house. Lares, however, we
They had much wider uses: the state, cities and towns, roads, seas, agriculture.
neighbourhoods, called vici, were housed in the crossroad shrines to the Lares
worship of these were very important to ordinary citizens, but, as with many fes
during tha civil wars.

The image, right, is from Pompeii, a
town occupied by many pecple
lower in society, such as men who
had been slaves but were now free,
freedmen. Scholars think that this is
an image of people gathering for a
festival at the crossroads,
Compitalia.

The image below is fray
Herculanet he 'ty
It is a meeti} for freedmen.
Having been siaves, they were not

regarded highly by freebarn citizens,
but one role they could play was to be a member of the College of Augustales. T
Genius Augusti, to his life spirit. It was linked to the Compitalia. The Augustales
Augustus and later emperars, though the Senate and the emperor had central ¢
Publicly, Augustus very much discouraged being ‘worshipped’, but there was a f
and to him.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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In 7 BC, Augustus revived the Lares festival, and 1™ May was dedicated to the Larei
Genius Augusti was held on 1% August, the swearing-in day for Roman magistrat
of Augustus’s victory at the Battle of Actium. Statues representing the Genius A
to Lares of the Compitalia.

in 13 8¢, some twenty years after gaining power, Augustus was elected chief pri
this, he issued a coin. '

The obverse still shows Augustus {he has not change

AUGUSTUS. On the reverse are four images o in religious ceremon

Latin name
tripus For offerings in temples, burnin
. Pouring wine offerings called /ib
simpulum ladle "
victims. Shows someone was a
. Used by augurs, who predicted t
lituus curved wand . v aus P
birds. Shows someone was a me
. Cften with a ‘nave!’ it was used
patera dish N .
implied religious reverence calle

The inscription around the reverse says: C ANTISTIUS REGINUS T VIR, tisnot ¢
Antistius Reginus was one of Julius Caesar’s commanders in the army. Here, he i
would have been very old, as lulius Caesar at this time had been dead for some
believe him to be the man who issued the coin for Augustus, and he did issue ot
moneyers and belonged to a coliege of twenty men for casting and striking bron
important position in the Republic.
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Augustus also wanted to encourage people to return to visit temples, so he start
From 28 B, Augustus started to repair temples, which amounted to eighty-two i
templas, including Minerva and Mars Ultor (Mars in his role as Avengar}, approp
murderers of Jultus Caesar. One of Augustus’s early moves was to choose Apollo
chose Bacchus the god of wine, but Apolio was the god ofp
28 B, Augustus built a temple to Apcilo on the Palati

N
Temple
Fapetian “.ﬂ
: Palais de
Bormiten
Second
portigue
S
§ Ceee
¥ Muxime

Augustus hs sudiate the temple to celebrate Agrippa’s victory in the
Augustus st g land, but lightning apparently determined where the fo
Convenient % the Battle of Actium Augustus was able to name the Temple t
the temple no longer exists, and scholars argue about its design. Adding all their
a raised platform, nine metres above the surrounding land. Apart from the platf
marble with six columns acrass the front. We know that the columns were in the
some pieces have survived. There was a portico, a covered walkway, which inclug
made of yellow marble taken from Numidia. Inside, the cult statue was of Apolio
Diang and their mother Leto. The doors to the temple were of ivory. On the roof

Apolio was the sun god. Altars were outside tempies, and Apollo’s was surround

Propertius wrote an elegy about the Temple of Palatine Apoilo.
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The priest makes a sacrifice: let our utterances be silent for sacrifices and let the |
altars. Let a wreathed Rome compete with ivy-clusters of Philetas, and let the ury
Cyrene. Give me soft essential oil, and offerings of pleasing incense, and let the
times round the hearth. Sprinkle me with water, and by the newly built altar let
insults be elsew!

song from Phrygien vessels, May offence be far from h
path for the priest.

O Muse! We will tell of the Templ

are spun in the name of Ca

: O Calliope, the theme is v

By the Ath
Actium’s o r~a memorial of the Julian fleet, not a difficult route of sailor

mel: amass e stood on the water, but fortune did not favour their oars equ

One fleet was doomed by Trofan Quirinus and javelins shamefully grasped inw
Augustus’s ship, it sails filled with the favour of Jupiter, standards for along tis
country. And now Nereus had bent the formations in twin curves, and the wate
weapons, when Phoebus Apollo, leaving Delos, firmiy rooted under his protecti
bear the anger South Winds), stood over Augustus’s ship, and a strange flame s
lightning flash.

He did not come with his hair streaming over his neck, or with the peaceful son
that expression that gazed on Agamernon, Pelops’s son, and brought troops fr
funeral fires, or as he relaxed in death the Python writhing in its coils, the serpe

Then he spoke:

'O Augustus, saviour of the world, sprung from Alba Lon
K

conquer now by sea! Already the land is yours! My
shoulders favours you. Free your country £
the nation’s prayers. If you do no
flying, corning from the Palug

waves while x
with a hun

wetr fleet slides over an unwilling sea. Though their prows
they ave hollow timbers and painted terrors. The cause makes

stones, you's
unless it is just, shame cuts down his weapons. The time has come, commit vour £

battle: [ lead the Julian prows with laurel-bearing hand.’

He spoke and consumed the contents of his quiver with the bow: after his shots,
wor, through Apollo’s support: the woman was punished: broken sceptres floated
father Caesar amazed from his comet of Venus said: ‘Tam a god: and this is proof:

Triton honoured all with music, and all the sea-goddesses applauded, as they cis
the woman, trusting vainly in her swift vessel, sought the Nile; she sought this og
anoiher. The gods made that a better ouicome. What sort of a triumph would 0ne§
where Jugurtha had been led before. :

Hence Apollo of Actium gained his temple, each one arr troyed ten ships.

I have sung of war encugh: Apollo the victor smy fyre and lays asi
xutiant grove: and let innocent
Cilician saffron three times bathe mj

us, you are used to being an inspiration to y¢

peace. Now let guests in white wbn
wine be poured from Falerni
inspiration for drun

heenslavement of the Sycambri of the marshes, let another si
7 ot another record how the Parthians recently acknowledged d
the wla)ﬂdald\ of Remus, for he will soon give his own: or if Augustus spares the
those trophies for those boys of his, his grand som, to win. Crassus, rejoice! if yo
sands: we can cross the Euphrates to your grave.

Thus [ will pass the night with drinking, thus with song, until the rays of daylighE
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Classical references
The opening lines have details of a Roman sacrifice, possibly recalling the one he
Apollo. Everyone had to be sifent: the victim in this case is a heifer, incense was &
out any unweicome noises, affars were where victims were burned, and blood w
and scholar. Propertius feels Rome can do anything as well as Greece. lourel: use
mark of military victory and a link o Apolio, who is shown wearing a laurel wrea

Colliope: was actually a muse of epic poetry and t

this elegy {love poetry) was more sui Ty. There is not much on lov
pine: ships were made of n
Trojan Quiry H e li‘.o Trojan Aeneas in the foundation myths.
Nereus: sony and Sea.

Delos: isiand where Apollo was born. He fixed it where it is now situated.

Agamemnon: during the Trojan War, Apoilo sent a plague to the Dorian (Greek] ¢
refused to give back Briseis to her father, a priest. Apolio was angered. Briseis Wai

Python: Apollo killed a giant snake called Python at Delphi in Greece and set up
the future).

Alba Longo: city founded by Aeneas near the site of Rome.

Centgur: half man, half horse; in art, centaurs represent barbarians {a reference 1\
they were said to have been painted on Antony and Cleopatra’s ships. f

jourei-bearing. used to spray water at a sacrifice, a mark of military victory and a
wearing a laure! wreath. ’

Jugurtha: an enemy defeated by Marius in 105 B¢

triumphal parad
the Romans. 5

Bacchus: Antony’s champion,

Sycambri: ich tried to invade the Roman province Gaul in 16 8

Cephean M Ethiopian king who tried to invade the Roman province Egypé

Parthians: they had originally been victorious over the Romans but were now de '
grondsons: Gaius and Lucius Caesar, adopted in 17 8C. {See the coin and discussitg%

Crossus: had led his army to disaster against the Parthians, modern lrag, where t

Discussion :
This poem is one of celebration: the words lyre, white robes, roses and saffron ar
celebrations. The celebration is Augustus’s victory at Actium and is appropriate t
Temnple of Apollo. Augustus has strong ties 1o Apollo and their closeness is emph
the next to attack after Apollo. Apolio then makes an eighteen-line speech praisi
that Augustus never styled himself as a god, only as divi f, divifli

We have here a very positive image of Augu

successful military leader. Again, med, and Cleopatra is a womon
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The bulk of xm describes events surrounding the Battle of Actium and is d
Most importantly, the last few lines show that Augustus has finally brought peac
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Aﬁgustus restores peace

Augustus could now claim that Rome was at peace. He used imagery and literatu
Rome knew this. This time was styled the Pax Augusta. This important message
Prima Porta where Augustus’s wife Livia had a villa. it is a marble statue but prok
of bronze.

Addrassing his troops — o3
\

Military breasiplate ——__

Barefooted — he is not
going to war but he is
also portrayed as a

herp, hinting at the ™
divine {as gods were
shown with bare feet}

COPYRIGHT
Let us have a closer look at the breastplate. it is packed with symbolism. PROTECTED
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Remember, this statue is a copy. The original statue of Augustus of Prima Porta
celebrate Augustus’s victory over the Parthians. However, this victory could hav

after the return of the standards. The Parthian empire covered much of modern |
flowed {and still flows) through. Romans fought against the Parthians three timeg

Crassus suffered a loss against the Parthians, Crassus, a member of the first triu
What was more humshatmg was that ihe Roman standards, rather like a banner

gcy. The Parthi
produced at this period,

brought health and wealth and was popuiar with the ordinary peopie of Rome
Petronius Turpilianus, the moneyer, around 19-18 8C. On the reverse, a Parthia
cffering the standard. It commemorates Augustus’s diplomatic triumph.

Augustus now had expanded the empire to distant provinces and he needed to
successes, He did not tell them the vast amounts of personal fortune he gained
excuse for any campaign was to right wrongs, as in the war against the Parthian
these campaigns.
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Caesar our god, plans war against rich India cutting with his fleet through the w
Men, great are the rewards: the end of the earth prepares trivimphs. The Tiber a:
your rule. Although late, the province will corne under Ausonian rods of office.
Latin Jupiter. Go, get going, prows, expert in war and set your sails: and armour

you! 1arn singing auspicious omens. Avenge (rassus isasters, Go and

Father Mars and fatal lights of sacred Vesta, ! ,
axles heaped up with spoils, horses at the cheers of the people, and
girl, T'll begin to read the I % tured cities, the weapons of the flee
trousers and th g

ay will come before

Venus, may urself protect your offspring: let it be elernal, you see this he:

Let the prizeX@570 those whose efforts earn them. It will be enough for me to ¢t

Traunslated by me from Latin Propertius. Elegies. Liic

Classical references
rich India: in fact, this is a reference to the war with Parthia. Indio is used for the

Parthia’s trophies will get used to Latin Jupiter: the spoills from campaigns were
Capitol Hill.

Avenge Crossus: Crassus lost the standards at the disaster at Carrhae in 53 BC,

Vesta: in her temple burned a fire which was never allowed to go out. It was belis{:
fail if it did. :

Discussion
Caoesar our god: Propertius is one of the few
Horace only says Augustus will be a gosl
rute also refers to Augustus. b

standing with his girlériud

’

5's group of poet
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No need for Julius Caesar

At the beginning of his principate, Augustus had a need to emphasise his link wité
Caesar had had his fauits and being a dictator was one. The fast thing Augustus w
dictator. He was promoting his image as ‘saviour of the Republic’. There was one A
Julius Caesar as a god and, therefore, Augustus as divi filius, son of a god. The co
Games of Venus was very convenient, and so Augustus my a coinin 19-188¢
Julius Caesar. 5

Julius Caesar is no longer on the coin. The obverse shows: r Augustus, still a
more than twenty years ago). He is not wearing a srown as Julius Caesar
a god and divine, DIVVS IVLIVS, The ¢ ‘eople of the comet at the g

with all his faults. Augustus A ‘
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Ovid is regarded as an Augustan poet. Unlike earlier poets, such as Horace, Ovid §
fighting or war and did not regard war as a noble or heroic matter, 5

In addition, he was not a fervent supportar of Augustus’s regime. Horace was ¢
Maecenas as his powerful patron so was almost bound to praise the new regime;
circles, neither was he following a political career. :

oté about his experiences as a
cipate to be remembered for. We sh

Most of Ovid's poetry was racy and

U esar through 250 myths, 15 books and 11,995 lines, |
now. The theme of work overall is transformation and chang

[745} Apollo's son (Asdepius) came to us from abroad, but Caesar is a god in his
peace, he rose by wars, which dlosed in frivumphs, and by civic deeds to glory qu
offspring’s love exalted him as a new, a heavenly, sign and brightly flaming star
Julius Caesar not one is more ennobling to his fame than being father of his glori
him to subdue the Britons guarded by their sheltering sea or lead his fleet victorig
of the papyrus bearing Nile; to bring beneath Quirinus’s (Rome’s) rule rebel Nur
Pontus, proud of Mithridates' name; to have some triumphs and deserve far mo
man, with whom as ruler of the hurmnan race, O gods, you bless us past all reckoni

[760] And, lest that son should come from mortal seed esar mrust chang '
mother of Aeneas was aware of this and saw a
conspiracy preparing for his death, wi
prepares itself against my causg
Trojar lulus. Shall 1 a :

i plotted against her
ce'sne met each god and said: ’
uch treachery it dooms the head w
d through all time by fear well grounded? F

. tvdonian spear; and then | tremble at the tottering v
my son driv snig wanderings, tossed upon the sea, descending to the realm
with Turnus =or, if I should speak the truth, with Juno! Why do I recall disaster
present dread forbids my looking back at ills now past. See how the wicked sworg
Forbid it now, I pray you, and prevent the deed, let not the priest's warm blood q

Muore, Brookes, 1859-1942: hltps://vwvw,th&i\u

Classical references :
Apoilo’s son: Asclepius, a new god introduced to Rome. He was a god of healing.:

Britons... Nife... rebel Numidia, Jubn... Pontus... Mithridates: Ovid refers to Caesa
fufus: the alternative name for Aeneas’s son, Ascanius. Through that name the Ju

the son of Tydeus is Diomedes, and Colydonian is an adj
Trojan War Diomedes wounded Venus.

escribing his ho

waging war with Turnus: when Aer ded in Latium, italy, he had to

Juno: after Paris chose V

st beautiful goddess, Juno hated the Tro
1o prevent A :

he Roman race.
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Discussion
Caesar is g god: this refers to Julius Caesar, but Ovid does not make too much of
are listed. The emphasis is firmly on Augustus: his offspring’s love exalted him us
brightly flaming star and thon to be father of so great a man. The audience is re
Venus, the golden mother of Aeneos. She complains to the gods about Aeneas’s
Trojan War and hints at the assassination of Caesar. Seg how the wicked swords ¢
asks for Caesar not 1o be murdered.

{7791 Such wor s as these, full of her anxious thoughts, Venus proclaimed throug
gods were moved, and, since they could not break the ancient sisters’ iron decree
of approaching woe. It is declared, resounding arms heard from the black clouds
clarions heard through all the highest heavens, forewarned men of the crime. The
frightened world a livid light; and in the night-time torches seemed to burn amid
blood fell in rain-showers. Then Lucifer, the morning star, shone blue with all his
places, tears were shed by the tvory statues. Dirges, too, are said to have been heg
unknown speakers in the sacred groves. No viclim gave an omen of good life: the
imminent, the liver's cut-off edge was found among the entrails. In the Forum, it
and temples of the gods dogs howled all through the night, and silent shades wag
shook the city. But portents of the gods could not avert the plots of men and stay
naked swords were brought—into the sacred Senate Hous other place in all
perpetrating such a dreadful crime! With both ha YVenus beat her b
hide the last of great Aeneas’ line, as in ti hid Paris from fierce A

from the sword of Diomede

Classical

ancient sis Aree Fates; fate could not be changed, not even by the gods.§

R

Stygian: an adjective referring to the Styx, which was a river in the underworld, C
associated with the underworld, :
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[807] But Jupiter, her father, cautioned her and said, "Do you my daughter, withe
the fixed decrees of the ancient sisters? Unaided you may enter the abode of the
a register of deeds the future brings. These, wrought of brass and solid iron witl
through all eternity, and have no weakening fears of thunder-shocks from heavery
they are perfectly secure from all destruction. You will surely find the destinies ot
engraved in everlasting adamant. It is certain.  myself, have read them there: and

my mind. I will repeat them so that you may have un wledge of those

owed to life on earth. You with his son.,

government, will cause him, a h the heavens, and to be worshipp

sort will plan reven (ilied his father and will have our aid in all |
scarred Mug
Philippi be

in the Sicilisy

>d with blood a second time, the name of one acclaimed as P
raters. Then Egypt's queen, consort of the Roman general, Anton
his word, while vainly threatening that our Capitol must be submissive to her o
mention all the barbarous lands and nations east and west by ocean’s rim? What
bow to him, the sea shall serve his willt’

Classical references
Muting, Philippi, Sicifion, Egypt: Augustus’s great victories. Notice how they are
listing of Julius Caesar’'s campaigns.
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[843} Jupiter hardly had pronounced these words, when kindly Verws, although
of the Senate, and caught from the dying limbs and trunk of her own Caesar his
time so that it could dissolve in air, but bore it quickly up, toward all the stars of
gleam and blaze and set if free. Above the moon it mounted into heaven, leaving
as a star it glittered in the sky. There, wondering at the younger Caesar’s deeds,
superior to all of his, and he rejoiced because his son was greater even than hims

and untrammell
ved his will. And so
$Peleus to Achilles, or, to na:
es in high heavens and is the lord

to regard his own deads as the mightier! Fame, that mq
hirmn even against his own desire and in that
fame of Agameronon, Aegeus yields to.]
gads, so Saturn yields to Jove,
shades, Augustus ru
when both g
and you, M
Phoebus Apos :
other gods—all gods to whom a poet rightfully and with all piety may make appe
beyond our time, when great Augustus shall forsake the earth which he now gove
that far height to hear his people's prayers!

—s50 each is both a father and a god. Gods
“zave way, and native gods of ltaly, and Father Quiri
5 father of Romulus the invincible, and Vesta, Diana, hallowe
yever worshipped at his hearth, and Jupiter who rules the citadel

Classical references
The passage features sons who became more famous, or who were greater war

Father Son
Atreus Agamemnon
Aegeus Theseus
Peleus Achilies
Saturn {a god) Jupiter.dso referred to as
Mative gods of Haly Lgods

Discussion

Ovid plays down juli as a mortal {and dictator) but emphasises A
even hints § 5 ¢ Caesar’s deification was Augustus. The build-up t Z
using graph' ry. Jupiter prophesised what will happen, underlying the
{o power as of Fate. The gods praise Augustus and his achievements and as

god: and he rejoiced because his son was greater even than himself... when great.
which he now governs, and rise up to heaven. f
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The perfect family with perfect morals

We have seen how Augustus used Julius Caesar and his ancestors to legitimise

now ‘imperial’ family to promote his image and values. In the first place, Augusty

imperial family to live. He chose the Palatine Hill. This was the site of the oldes
had been the area where many famous politicians lived, such as Cicero and Ma
house of the politician Hortensius and it became the nug! ur a group of pal
Palatine became the home of the emperors so

: rid, indeed, Augustus was keen to promote the idea that h
check his claim.

couid not b
citizens cou

Augustus had three wives during the course of his life: Claudia (married 42 8¢}, S

whom he divorced after two years. Scribonia gave him his only child, Julia. His thi
married in 37 BC, six years before the Battle of Actium. Livia was the daughter ¢

old and noble family, the Claudii. She had been married to a Tiberius Claudius Ne

sons, Tiberius and Drusus.
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Made in 31 8C, this head depicts Livia in the same year as the Battle of
Actium. The material is a stone called basanite, which came from Egypt,
hence Egyptian basanite. This is a subtle point that Augustus can get
material from anywhere in the Roman Empire, especially from Egypt,
which had recently been defeated.

We can be fairly sure that this is a reason
sculpture reflected people as th :
nose, a small mouth and chin &
expected of et

has a sharp and long
JiTig serious, as would be
woman. The term for such womern is
matrona, Hg Ay arranged, and she has a bun at the back of
her head. Ti Ya tashionable hairstyle at the time. She was like the
mother of the state.

Livia played an important part in the promotion of Augustus as a moral
family man. Her image appears on a construction completed in 9 8¢
called the Ara Pacis, the Altar of Peace, commissioned by the Senate in
honour of Augustus’s military success in Spain and Gaul, modern
France. For more detall see page 47 onwards.

The Ara Pacis was surrounded by decorative panels calied friezes. The southern f

on the far right. What most scholars belisve to be Livia is shown with her head cc\
religious event. The whole imperial family is taking part in a religious procession

emphasises that all the family supports Augustus’s re id moral renewal.

Livia was aiso celebrated ina poem by
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O citizen, like Hercules was said

to have sought the laurel death can alone buy,
conquering Caesar has come back to his household gods
from the Spanish shore,

and his wife, rejoicing in an iHustrious husband,
having sacrificed to just gods, let her dpp(‘dl

with our farnous leader’s sister, anc

in a holy ribbon,

ill-omened words.

This day is iruly a holiday for me,

letit banish dark cares: I shall not fear an uprising,
nor dyving by violence, while Caesar

controls the earth.

Go boy, seek perfume and garlands

and a jar that remembers the Marsian War,
if any have been able to escape

the roaming Spariacus

And tell graceful Neaera to hurry
and fasten her hair, scented with perfume, in a knot:

if there is a delay because of her hateful doorkesp
go away.

Greying hair softens my mthw
for arguments for he
I would nog :

When

inmy hot youth,
consul.

Classical References
with our famous leader’s sister: Octavia was Augustus’s sister.

dressed in o holy ribbon: ribbons or fillets were worn for religious ceremonies,

Marsion War: this was also known as the Social Wars. People whe lived in Haly,

Roman citizenship.

Spartacus: a true character, not just in the movies, and a slave who led the Serv
implies that Spartacus had a fondness for drink.

Neaera: a fictional girifriend.

Plancus: Plancus was consul in 42 BC.

Discussion

This poem celebrates the
worn in the tri i

hands of th§
eqrth, but Li

ioi. Horace feels that there is peace in the world an
ly. This day is truly o holidoy for me: Augustus had brou
ing sacrificed to just gods and dressed in ¢ holy ribbon, is mai

The poem then shifts to matters of love. Horace was born in 65 gC, and so tells "

he can return to the time when he was free for, as far as he was concerned, mo

stus from his campaigns in Spain and Gau
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If Livia was the mother of the state, then Augustus was t

accepted, but not until 2 8¢ at the age of 60.)
the running of his house and setting stand
which developed into greed and an!
being forgotten or delibera :
reflected in i

Like all

.

RS ES XN
JdTagiadals
N

sner of the state. (T
2oman households:
; civil wars, families ha(é
ved to the morals and customs of:
. Augustus needed to turn this attitude

Though undeserving, for your ancestors’ guilty behaviour you must pay,
Roman, uniil you've restored the temples,

and the numble-down shrines of the gods

And statues, filthy with black smoke.

You rule because you present yourself lower than the gods
Be that your base, credit them the outcome.

Neglected gods have given

many woes for mournful Italy.

Twice already Pacorus and Monaeses

Have crushed our inauspicious attacks
Smiling that to their paltry treasures
they have added our spoils.

Our city, torn by civil wars,
Pracian and Ethiop almost d
These with their
better with '

An age rich ! kedness

has first the marriage-bed, our children, our homes;
from this source disaster’s flood

spread over our land and people.

The yvoung girl early takes delights to be taught
Greek dances, and is accomplished in the arts,
and now dreams about sinful affairs,

from her tenderest years:

soont at her hushand’s dinners she searches

for younger adulterers, nor does she mind to whom she
grants her sudden unlawful pleasures
when the lights are removed.

But she gets up, openly, when order
not without her husband’s know;
calls, or captain of a 5pa,

er some merchant

5 did youth arise

who the sea stained for us with Puric blood,
telled Pyrrhus, and huge

Antiochus, and dread Hannibal;
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this was a hardy offspring of rustic soldiers,

taught to turn the clumps of earth

with a Sabine hoe then

to bring in cut wood on the whim of a strict mother,

when sunset changed the shadows of the mountains
and taken the yoke from the wearing oxen,
bringing in a welcome time
as his chariot goes away.

What has the harmful day not ?
Worse than grandpar
curselves, :

: arents has produced
Ogive
offspring 1

Translabon: Lond

Classical references
Pacorus: a Parthian who invaded Syria (hence the use of twice, meaning two Par}

Monaeses: a Parthian who attacked Antony.
Dacian: modern Romania.

Ethiop: a loose reference to Egyptians and Antony and Cleopatra.

Punic: Carthaginian, Hannibal was an enemy of Rome who fought in the Punic W3
Pyrrhus: a King of Epirus in Greece who invaded ltaly in 280 8¢, A

Antiochus: a Syrian king defeated by the Romans in 188 8¢

Discussion
Horace wrote this poem in 23 8¢
fall of morai standards.
in 18-17 8C 244

ts what Augustus was thinking.
was written, Augustus took his moral reg

= ed: the Leges lulfioe, Julian Laws. They encoura
and ‘prope “hildren. The laws discouraged divorce so much that it wa
explicit in th! uns of the voung wife and how she prostitutes herself for her hy
decline has given Rome’s enemias the upper hand. The answer is to return to th
ancestors and to repair the temples, The final verses remind the Romans of the
Augustus as pater patrice would fulfil the need for strong moral leadership. :

Augustus’s own family fell foul of the new moral regime, in particular, Julia, his o3
married off by Augustus at the age of fourteen. fulia married Marcellus, but he d
Julia was sixteen, There were no chiidren. in 21 8¢, Augustus married Julia off to
nearly 25 years older, but it was a typical arranged m gZrippa and Julia’s
After the death of Agrippa, Augustus’s steps f Livia, married Juli
the woman he dearly loved. Both Tibe

in following Ro : tian was expected to be entirely faithful to he
arrested fo :
couid not r cute her so opted for Julia’s exile. She was confined on an sl
Yentotene} with no men in sight, forbidden even to drink wine. Five years later, |
mainiand, though Augustus never forgave her. She had embarrassed Augustus a

Initially, too, the poet Ovid was probabily unaware of what Augusius’s new reging
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On the success of writing his love poems, Amores, Ovid was swept along and wr
explicit description of the art of love written by an expert {himself). This was pro
and sensing this, Ovid wrote a book on the antidote to love, but this was not enc
the wrong place at the wrong time — we do not know the details, but some scho
himself gave two reasons, referred to by him as carmen et error, 'a poem and a

exile, too, to Tomis in modern-day Remania on the Black Sea. Nothing could have
socialite like Ovid.

The panel ¢ cis, shown on page 34, not only depicted Livia but the wh§
children. Thisg®e an image of unity within the family. it also showed the childre:
It showed the succession. ‘

R

Succession was going to prove a huge problem both for Augustus and the emper
Mary Beard points out, Augustus was not the actual son of Julius Caesar and Au
Besides, Augustus went to great lengths to show he wanted to presarve the Rep
dictator. Then again, he wanted to show that the Roman Empire was secure. He
from Julia’s marriage to Agrippa. These were Gaius and Lucius. They are thought
the panel of the Ara Pacis. They enhance Augustus’s image as a father figure but

Augustus formally adopted Gaius and Lucius as his sons. They appeared on coinay
adoption. Z

The reverse of the cain is shown in the image above. The two boys Gaius and Lu
are named at the bottom of the image: C.L. CAESARES, which stands for “The Ca
on adoption, took on the name Caesar. The coin in the image is quite worn, but

politics, as he had.

PRINC IVVE among the young. Augustus was princeps and they would ha:f;;
of Rome. f
Galus was born in 20 8¢, and Lucius was born in 17 8¢, with the coin being minteq
15 years old. They were not too young to join the army and sadly they both died
Lucius was taken il and died in AD 2 while in Gaul, and Gaius died in A0 4 in Arme
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path of succession again. His daughter Julia had had another son, Agrippa Postu
in AD 6. Finally, Augustus adopted Tiberius, the son of Livia, in aD 4. Tiberius was
successful general, as was his brother Drusus. Scholars think Tiberius is the one
Prirna Poria statue receiving the standards from the Parthians as he did actually ¢

& %

Each boy holds a spear and sword, possibly referring to their military training or &
Between the figures are a simpulum and a lituus {see pa 5

The obverse has the head of August
AVGVSTVS DHVI F PATER PATRIAR,

Gr-military oak wreath. The
stus, son of a god, father of the cc;

Like the lightning's agent,
Whom Jove over all the wandering birds
Made king, having proved himself faithful
in auburn Ganyvmede;

Omnce youth and inborn power sent him
new to his tasks, He quits the nest with trepidation,
when winter's storms have ceased,

And zephyrs of returning spring

teach him unaccustorned efforts
he swoops down on the fold
now onfo resisting serp
love of a feash

As atende ent on grazing on the grass
spots fooking™ip from her food,
a lion cub weaned on fresh milk of his tawny mother

and is about to die by his inexperienced tooth:

Horace. The Gdes and Carmen Saeculare of Horace, John Conington,

Discussion :
The opening lines describe an eagle, the bird associated with fupiter, Jove. Ganyr
lupiter found attractive and had an eagie carry him up to his home to be his cup

changes as the goat realises the danger of the lion cub. :
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Similarly, the Vindelici saw under the Rhaetian Alps
Drusus waging wars-whose custom

they learned through immemorial years

o wield Amazonian axes

in their right hands. I have put off asking:

It is not right to know everything — but for so long
the victorious hoards far and wide
conguered in furn by the strategies of the

They realised what mind dulv haracter
duly nurtured inan a :
what the peg ck

could do fo

could do,

G

The brave are created by the brave and good.

It is in bullocks, ity horses, the virtue of their fathers
nor do fierce eagles produce

a weakling dove,

But education draws forth the power within,
and correct cultivation strengthens the hearts:
should manners fail, the faults

dishonour well born things.

Discussion

These next lines highlight the qualities of the Nero boys, stepsons of Augustus, T
in 15 BC.

tribe from modern-day Bavaria, the Rhaetian Alps in German

3 Rome wh
let the river ¥%aurus be witness, and Hasdrubal

defeated and that glorious day,
when the shadows fled Latium,

ot ydu owe to the Neros,

which first smiled in cheering victory,

when terrible Hannibal rode through ltalian
cities, like a flame through pine-torches

or the Fast wind over the Sicilian seas.

After this, by fortune aiding efforts,
Roman youth thrived: her shrines

laid waste by the impious uprising of the Carthaginians
had their gods restored.

And at last the treacherous Hannibal said:
‘like a deer, the prey of ravening wols
we rush afire those whom it i
irivrmph to elude and. e

The race w.
brought its
its children, its aged fathers,
to ltaly's cities,

s¥from burned Troy
objects, tossed on Tuscan waters,
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like an oak trimmed by double headed axes

ont Mount Algidus, rich in dark leaves,

through losses, through slaughter, from the sword
draws new sirength and spirit.

The Hydra did not grow stronger with its cut body

against Hercules, grieving at being defeated:
nor was a greater monster raised

by Colchis or by Echonian Thebes.

Plunged in the deep, it emerge

it will over

and wage eir wives to tell.

Ne proud messages shall I send now

to Carthage: lost, lost is

is all hope, and the fortune,

of my name since Hasdrubal was destroyed.’

There is nothing that Claudian hands will not achieve,
which Jove protects with kindly authority,

And watchful potencies clear the path

through the acute dangers of war.

Classical references
river Metaurus: a river in laly where the Romans fought the Carthaginians in 20

to Gaius Claudius Nero, an ancestor of Tiberius and Drusus who led the Romans §

Hasdrubal: brother of Hannibal.

Hannibal: leader of the Carthaginians,
Algidus: a mountain in ita) Je< south of Rome. It is still dark or shad

Hydra:am
off, two gr

Colchis: a dragon guarded the Golden Fleece, which fason had to find.

Echonian Thebes: the founder of Thebes, Cadmus, had to fight a dragon.

ed for his invasion of ltaly

Hercules as one of his tweive labours. It had seven te

The image, right, is a bust of Tiberius, one of the Nero boys. Notice the fine
arcund the top of his armour. This was so that heads could be ‘updated’ as
fashions {such as hairdos) changed or as pecple aged. This is why mussums
have several heads of emperors and not so many whole st
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The Golden A

Nearly everything was now just as Augustus had designed. He promoted the idez§
Golden Age. In his Metamorphoses 1, lines 89-112, Ovid describes the Golden A

First was the Golden Age. Then rectitude spontaneous in the heart prevailed, an
ment and fear o
aude the countens
shorn from its height

seen, for laws unframed were all unknown and needless. Py
harsh decrees were fixed on brazen plates. No supnli
dwelt without a judge in peace. Descended g :
trackless waves of alien shores, n ss were known to wandering m
entrenched for time of way; azen trumpets, straight, nor horns of
shields nor swesds 5 10 thought of martial pomp - secure a happy mu
of her own th produced a store of every fruit. The harrow touched B
ploughshare d her fields. And man, content with given food, and none com
fruits and wild strawberries on the mountain sides, and ripe blackberries clinging
and sweet acorns on the ground, down fallen from the spreading tree of Jove. Et '
zephyrs soothed and warmly cherished buds and blooms, produced withouta s
wunploughed gave many fruits; the fields though not renewed white glistened w

rivers flowed milk and nectar, and the trees, the very vak trees, then gave honey ¢

i
i
i
P
:
£

of the new Golden Age with Secular gomes. Toda,
'secular’ is § with non-religious activities. This was not the case in Rom
Latin word s fum, translated as century or erg or age. The Secuiar games we
‘zood old days’. The Secular games therefore celebrated the end of the soecult
the beginning of another. The festival lasted for three days and nights:

Augustus oeg

50, when a hundred years and ten

Bring round the cycle, game and song
Three days, three nights, shall charm again
The festal throng,

The song, in the form of a prayer, was addressed to Apolle and Diana. It especi
a patron of Augustus, for whom the new temple on the Palatine had recently b
favoured Horace, commissioning him, after writing the very supportive odes, to ¥
song for the Secular games of 17 BC. The hymn was s ‘ ouths and girls
near the new temple of Apollo on the Palatine:di ain on the Capitol Hill

A marble inscription rec vialand the part played by Horace still su
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This version has been left as a rhyming hymn as translated by Iohn Conington.
Gutenberg, where you can downlead the prescribed Horace's Odes and Carme

Phoebus and Diana, huntress fair
To-day and always ma
Bright light
This
On whick bvl’s volume wills
That youths and maidens without stain
To gods, who love the seven dear hills,
Should chant the strain!
Sun, that unchanged, yet ever new,
Lead'st out the day and bring'st it home,
May nought be present to thy view

our prayer

More great than Rome!
Blest Hithyia! be thou near
In travail to each Roman darme!
Lucine, Genitalis, hear,
Whate'er thy name!
O make our youth to live and grow!
The fathers' nuptial counsels speed,

Those laws that shall on Rome bestow
A plenteous seed!

S0 when a bundred years

Bring round the

Ye too, ye s, whose righteous doom,
Declared but once, is sure as heaven,
Link on new blessings, vet to corre,
To blessings given!
et Harth, with grain and cattle rife,
Crown Ceres' brow with wreathen corn;
Soft winds, sweet waters, rurse to life
The newly born!
O lay thy shafts, Apollo, by!
Let suppliant vouths obtain thine ear!
Thou Moon, fair ‘regent of the sky,’
Thy maidens hear!
If Rome is yours, if Troy's remains,
Safe by your conduct, sought and {
Another city, other fanes
On Tuscan groune

For whorg : le
Aenea road highway,
Destined, 885 heart, with greater gain

Their loss to pay,

s of slain,

Grant to our sons unblemished ways;
Grant to our sires an age of peace;

Grant to our nation

And large increa
See, at your shrine,
Prays Venus and
O prompt him still

The fallen to sp
Now Media dreads
Our victories land
Scythia and Ind in s
So proud before
Faith, Honour, anci
And Peace, and Vi
Corne back to earth
With teeming h
Augur and lord of 5
Apollo, darling of
Who heal'st our fra
Have made it pi
6V st thou thine o
Prolong the glorio
To other cycles, brig
Through time to
From Algidus and
List, goddess, io o
To praying youths
Dhana queen!
Thus Jove and all th
5o trusting, wend
Phoebus and Dian's
And this our strai
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Classical references A
Sibyf’s: in arder to show that Augustus had not just ‘invented’ his new Golden A

been prophesied in the Sibylline Books. These were supposed to have been propy
been a priestess of Apolic, and a collection of her prophecies was kept by fifteen
interpret what was written from the original Greek verse.

arvest.

ur Alban steel: Media is another name for Parthia, and Alba refeﬂ\
to the Parthian wars and the return of the standards. f

Discussion
Augustus is praised in the song.
&  The song is addressed to his patron Apolio {Pheoebus) and the god’s sister Di
e  His introduction of the Julian Laws: Those lows that shall on Rome bestow A
e His ancestry is mentioned: Aeneas made a broad highwoy, Destined, pure hé
Venus and Anchises’ heirl Z
e His military success over the Parthians: Now Media dreads our Alban steel
¢ His respect for the gods and religious revival: Lov’st thou thine own Palatial
®  Augustus could not survive on his own image alone. The citizens of Rome ne;
Golden Age. E
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Augustus’s building programme

It was not much good having a new Golden Age if Home, the centre of the reviv
naturally started on a building plan.

As part of his religious revival, Augustus set about repairing and building templaQg
Temple to Apclio.

e of Apolio represented:

2tion of the Golden Age
e Augustus’s cardinal virtue of pietas

Go to zzed.

Ancther temple, built near the entrance to the Capitol
Hill by Augustus, was a small temple to Jupiter the
Thunderer, Jupiter Tonons. It was dedicated in 22 8¢
and played an important role in the Secular games, the
religious and arts festival held in 17 8¢, when the
Carmen Sasculare was performed. Augustus issued a
denarius in 19 8C to mark the building.

Alrnost nothing can

The obverse says CAESAR AVGVSTVS and the reverse
has the temple. It does not exist today, but from this
coin we can tell that there were steps up to the
entrance and that there were six columns. A statue of
Jupiter was in the temple and would have been seen in
the inner sanctuary from the top of the steps. The
reverse has {1JOV, which stands for Jove, another nam
for Jupiter. TON is for Tonons, Thunderer, :

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

From prehistoric Himes, people,

ivly, men traded
i times this had become the
; legal and religious activities
Tinage, right, may be familiar.

However, as Rome grew, the Forum became crowded and it was not big enough
Forum was needed — the need which Augustus addressed. 5
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To build 2 Forum was a
great advantage for
Augustus. It was a place
open to all the public,
unlike his buildings on the
Palatine. it was
multipurpose, 50 many
different peopie would use
it. It was begun in 20 8C but
not formally opened
2 BC. Like 1§

side, The space was
dominated at one end by a
termple, the temple to Mars
Ultor. The porticoes curved
out around the temple end.
This curve is known as an exedra. There was a
huge wall behind the temple; the ‘spin’ was
that it was a fire wall, but it conveniently hid
the slum area of Rome. This claim was partly
true, as the slum housing was mainly made of
wooden frames, so fires were common. There
was aiso a smeli, particularly in the summer.

The image {page 51) shows the Temple of A
Ultor, Augustus had promised to b

ternples, M
the Forum.
platform. There were originaily eight columns
across the front and eight down the sides. The .
flooring had multicoloured marble brought ” &
from around the empire, including Egypt. The Forum of Augustus today
Inside the temple was the cult statue of Mars

Ultor, Mars the Avenger. Either side of him were statues of Venus and Julius Caes;

The covered walkways and exedroe were lined with statues of famous Romans, a
statue of Augustus. The west exedra had statues of Aeneas and his descendants; th
of the open forum was a statue of Augustus riding a chariot, with the inscription PA
god of war, it was appropriate that military souvenirs were keghi
Parthian standards. Of course, this did net just serve as, building ~ it was v
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The Ara Pacis, Altar of Peace, was commissioned by the Senate in 13BC 1o honou‘
Gaul and Spain. It dates from 9 8¢ and was made of marble. The aitar went far be
surrounded by a walled area with an entrance at either end. It was situated on ﬂ
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The upper left-hand image is linked to the moment that the shepherd {on the rEg§
two babies {drawn}, Romulus and Remus, being suckled by the she-wolf. Mars or§
father of the twins and ancestors of Augustus. :

The lower right-hand Image has been interpreted two ways by scholars: :
1. Aeneas stands offering sacrifice, with his head covered, in front of his son Asci

2
0 R

oy

S

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Culture and the Arts: Imperial Image Page 48 of 8

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




The left-hand image is very well preserved. Scholars have interpreted the goddes
1. Telus: Earth

2. Ceres: goddess of plenty
3. Venus: ancestor of Augustus
4.  Pax: peace

The goddess is surrounded by animais and is flanked b
that the image is actually his wife Livia.

vy and scholars have linked the tiny fray
5 Been decided based on coins depicting th

The right-hand image is heavi
sits on a throne of w

The north frieze {upper frieze}
The north and south frieze are very well preserved and depict a religious proces

The north wall shows senators and priests. The senators are wearing togas, and
The figure at the back, possibly also a priest, is holding a box of incense which wa
on the Ara Pacis showing their support for Augustus. f

W
.
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The south frieze {upper frieze}
The south frieze depicts priests, lictors and the imperial family.

\\\\\\\\\ T 000

.-

A
S

Augustus

A N N

The lower
The lower
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Pheoebus rebuked me loudly on his lyre, me, wanting to sing of battles and congug
my little sails on the Tyrrhenian sea. Cassar, this age of yours has restored :

rich crops to the fields, and brought back the standards to our Jupiter, torn from
free from all wars,

closed the gates of Janus’ temple, and restrained ¢
driven out crime, and summoned the anc .

through which the name of ¥
stretch from wester

tan strength grew great, and the fame
Cto the regions where it rises

rodan, no cvil madness or force will drive out the peace, no a
vretched towns.

With Caesa¥
makes enem$

Those who drink from the deep Danube will not break the Julian laws, nor the Geg
Persians, nor those who are born near the river Tanais (Don).
And we on working days, and on holy days, among the gifts of laughing Bacchusé
wives we'll pray duly fivst to the gods, 5
then, in the manner of our fathers, bravely, in verse, that's accompanted by Lydi Z
leaders who have played their part, Troy, Anchises, and the offspring of kindly

Classical references
Phoebus: Apallo.

Tyrrhenian sea: the sea off the west coast of italy.

fowlessness: Horace in his original Latin actually ref . which cover imgy

offspring of kindly Venus: not Aeneas

Discussion

Horace di ugustus in this Ode, Caesar. Under his rule Horace t

it is an age WS Enty {see Ara Pacis, page 48) rich crops to the fields:
The Parthian standards have been returned hrought back the stang
There is peace closed the gates of Jar
Civil war is over no civil madness or foi
Morality has returned wilf not break the jul
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Augustus’s image in the empire

S0 far, we have seen the importance to Augustus of securing his position with th
of Rome. Yet he was emperor over a large area of the Mediterranean and beyon
image to those who were not based in Rome.

Augustus needed the peoples of the empire to know his image. Naturally busts a
to know who their emperor was. 5

Heads of Augustus:
Bergama, Modern Turkey Meroe, Sudan (near Egypt)

Why do we have 50 rmany heads of emperors? Because statues of them were fre A
fashionable poses and hairdos. We have very few heads of an elderly Augustus. E
wanted to promote the image of a young, active, vigorous emperor. He s aiso sh
Prima Poria statue and on the Ara Pacis.

Certainly, any Romans iiving in the empire couid r
inhabitants of the empire were Romans. As
leadars. Augustus realised this a ;

foga-wearing Rom:
ch people had differg
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led into an open courtyard followed by a columned hall, called a hypostyle hall.

beyond which served as halls for offerings. From 1962 to 19632, this temple was
the Aswan Dam.

Importantly for Augustus, t
He is portrayed %

everal places on the temple walls and offerin

Gate to Kalabsha Temple to Mandulis

COPYRIGHT
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Today the entrance gateway 1o the temple {see previcus page} is housad in the S\
Berlin. The image below is part of the prescribed image, from the gateway, of Aug\
Isis. Standing in the Egyptian pose, he is wearing the white crown of Lower Egypt

R
R
SRR
Sistrum used R
in the worshi

R X
£ el \ R T R B
ofisis IO a ahaShRBaaaaaas R
R %

Isis stands opposite him. In fact, the goddess Isis became a very popular ‘cult’ WE?%
sinister but just refers to the worship of non-Roman gods as opposed to Roman g
Temples to isis have been found in Pompeil and London. & !

The image, below, comes from anoth
prescribed image. She is a tall godgy
vuiture at the front.
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Augustus also expanded his building programme beyond Rome. The aim was to c
both the Romans and Rome’s emperor. For example, the image below shows the
{a country which had partly been conguered, but the rest of which Augustus co
originally built in 16~15 Bc, during his principate. {it has changed over the years
to enjoy the Roman-style entertainment and culture.

-

R

oy

e

Augustus also promoted Roman religion but he did not want to be worshipped
unacceptable to the Romans. However, in Egypt and in other parts of the empir
as gods. To compromise, Augustus is shown with images of Egyptian gods on th
{teft] shows the Temple of Augustus at Pula in Croatia. It was dedicated to Rom
city: ‘To Roma and Augustus Caesar, son of the deity, (DIVI F), father of the fath
was aiso dedicated to Augustus, but not as a ged. People in Pula who wanted to
temple, but any Romans wouid not see him as a god.

e
.
.

By

Similarly, the idea of Peace {Pax} was spread across the countries of the Roman
from Narbonne, in France. 1t is an altar where animals would have been sacrifice
{PACH and the peace is described as Augustan (AVG). The gariand is an cak crow
celebrations and was given by a man called Titus Domitius Romulus. The altar is
it encourages the people of Gaul to remember who brought them peace.
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In Section A we saw the various ways that Augustus promoted himself and the
in Section B we shall see how successful Augustus was and he was viewsd

Augustus strove 10 protect his image after
mauscleum for himself and his famits
was with them {not like An

was of brick, Sseen in the image above. It was covered in white marble and
entrance. It stood in a park, so people could enjoy their visit! The mausoleum wa
as not to overpower other buildings in Rome. Z

{Notice also the Ara Pacis in the straight road, the Flaminian Way.)

What is perhaps mare important for the study of Augustus’s image is the epitapH
amounting to around 2,500 words. The epitaph lists ‘what | have done’, better kn
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The Res Gestae forms a sort of official autobiography of Augustus. However, we
us how Augustus wanted to be remembered. The text, which was inscribed on t

Anatolia {modern Turkey) Turkey} and Apolionia (Albanial. Th
by a famous sc

s

Text written
on the inside _

of thecella

e

S

.

A modern reconstruction of how the text of the Res Gestae may have looked. Th
dictator Mussolini.
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The style of the Res Gestae is very matter of fact. For example, section 29 has:

... Tcompelled the Parthians to return to me the spoils of three Roman armies anc%
the friendship of the Roman people. | deposited these standards in the inner shrir
Avenger...

In assessing the literary merits of the Hes Gestae, consid
e Augustus uses the first person: {, me {Julius Cg
There are few adjectives, and atmosniw!
Choice of words: positive vo
Avoidance of use of ;

& & ¥

Classical references
At the age of nineteen: this was 44 BC. Augustus was then called Qctavian.

faction: this refers to Mark Antony and his supporters whom he fought at the Ba“

admitted me into its order: 43 BC. The Romans did not use our dating system but
were consul in that year. In 43 BC, Gaius Pansa and Aulus Hirtius were consuls. Bc“
Mutina and Augustus seized control of the army. 5

murdered my father: this refers 1o the revenge that A
his adopted father. He assures the reader that it

; the first one was lost by Auguf
atties, as he was ‘iI¥, although some &
rather than in persont

twice in bottle: there were two Battleg
second battle, although he w
saying is that ‘under ki

B

Discussio
Augustus here tells us how he raised an army and at my own expense. He also lisy
he held.

agdmitted me into its order Augustus, then cailed Octavian, became a sen;
e . The power of a consul. After a matter for disc
consulor position in declaring . L . .
. gave their opinions in strict order. Augustus te
opinions . :
as if consul.
. ) Power attached to the office of leading official
imperium S . s
marked by having lictors, like bodyguards, carg
Someone who had all the powers of a prastor,
proproetor . ,
official with legal powers. :
As poth consuls ha
consul .
mention it her
triumvir firate: Antony, Lepidus and
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Classical references
triremes: Roman fighting ships were powered by rowers. A trireme had three b

us rewards for military service: Augustus rewarded his veterans with land taken
established colonies, which were local towns of veterans. Both Horace’s and Virg
‘confiscations’ 1o be given 1o veterans. :

ovations: these were lesser celebrations than a triumph,

curule triumphs: to obtain a triumph a general had to have killed at least 5,000 ex
city on a chariot {curule). Z

nine kings or children of kings were led before my fers to the exhibiti

mentioned by Propertius in his Elegy 3.4

Discussion
Augustus promoted the idea of ‘sparing the defeated’, which he refers to as: po
for mercy. He is humble in his victory. Augustus is keen to show what, through
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dictatorship: Julius Caesar had been dictator. Originally an emergency and temp
‘perpetual dictator’, also referred to as ‘dictator for life’. Augustus did not want
his great uncle,

consuls: Marcus Marcelius and Lucius Arruntius were consuls in 22 BC; Marcus Vi
19 8¢; Publius Lentulus and Gnaeus Lentulus 18 s¢; Paull us Maximus and

tribunician power: originally a post to rep

alg's interests in the Sen
bring in his moral reforms. :

e

first in the senate: Augt Zht to speak first in debates.

est. When Augustus had this post, he was then able to.

pontifex m
stus, 20 show him with a covered head as priests did.

230 image

augur: he was made an augur, a position which foretold the future, or will, of th :
song of birds.

Arval brother: there were twelve Arvals. Qriginaily to purify the fields, they beca{é%;;
devoting their time to honour the imperial family. !

Companior of Titius: we are not sure what this post was. Some say it was an old Z
a king from a neighbouring tribe to Rome at the time of Romulus. Others say it w
was quite an obscure priesthood but revived by Augustus, f

fetial priest: priests used in making treaties and declaring war. Another obscure

potricions: as mentioned on page 3, these were the aristocracy elite, noble famil
the Republic. There were about fifty families, but by Augustus’s time only fourte
decreased by civil war. In 29 BC, Augustus created new patricians.

roll of the senate {roll not role}: this refers to Augustus reviewing the list of sena '
were around one thousand! To be a senatar, a man now had to be worth one mi
ninety men went from the list, and by 18 BC the roll was down to six hundred.

census: the census of 70 B¢ had 800,000 citizens. Under Augustus:
&  288C—4,003,000
e  8BC—4,233,000

e  aD 144,937,000

fustrum: a religious ceremony of purification done 2t taking a census.
Discussion
Augustus plays down th

sa here. He had been crucial as his general
consul with As 5
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Classical references
vows for my health: there were many different types of prayers {vows) for Augug
between praying for him and treating him like a god. f

games were celebrated: games were only celebrated with good reason. in this &%
Augustus’s well-being and mainly sponsored by those w a priesthood (th\\,
were often in honour of the death of an rmporfar as the games foi
Augustus says: during my fifetime.

Jfour greatest colleges of pr pontifex, augur, and two groups ~ ’t*fé*%

pulvinario: 5 &1 on religious occasions.

Salign hymirs {ii were an ancient priesthood made up from old arnstoa:ra‘mc§§ig
hymn that was so oid hardly anyone could understand the language. Augustus’s ;
words that the population would recognise. :

pontifex maximus: Augustus took this position on 6% March 12 B¢ julius Caesar |
date is indicated by the two consuls). :

aftar of Fortuna Redux: Fortune the Homebringer. This was a small altar but lmpo
the Parthian Standards. it was dedicated in December 19 8. ;

termnples of Honour and Virtue at the Porta Capena: the main road out of Rome, &
Capena gate. The two temples were associated with victories and triumphs. Genl
have mostly passed by these temples.

Yestal Virgins: these were girls and ladies who ensured the home fire burned in '
the hearth}. The Romans were superstitious that if it went then Rome woulg
attended in public the most important religious ocgs :

Syrig: the list of consuls tells us this w
Augustolia: this is unusual ag were named after gods.
cognamen fame given to an ancient Roman citizen.

Campania:

covers the Bay of Naples, including Pompeii. Augustus passeﬁ%‘a
from Greece.

Spain: Augustus was in Spain and Gaul from 16-13 8¢,

Altar of Augustan Peace: see pages 47-50.
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Discussion
in the Forum was a shrine to fanus. it was made up of two side walls with gates &

doors were traditionally shut. in times of war, therefore, they were open. The ¢
symbolic gesture as part of the Pox Augusta. Augustus was keen to continue th
origins in Rome’s early history. This is seen in Virgil's Aenei

There are fwin gates of War, so runs their name,
of brass and masses of everlasting ir
threshold. There, when the
Quirinus and the Gaky
battles fort

grim Mars” sanct
, and Janus the guardian n
athers stands fived for battle, the co
{oelty, with his own hand unbars the grating do
St follow on, and the brazen trumpets blare harsh with
this use th e they ordered Latinus to proclaim war on the followers of
baleful gates. Tle withheld his hand, and shrank away averse from the abhorred
blindly in the dark. Then the Saturnian queen of heaven (Juno) glided from the sk
open the lingering gates, and swung sharply back on their hinges the iron-bound

i Mackail, § W {iohn William), 18591945
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Classical references

Position

Year

Gift

{from Jufius
Caesar’s will)
fifth consuliship

tenth cong

May/lune 44 BC

29 8BC

300 sesterces

erces
Hugustus)

o
1,000 sesterces

400 sesterces

eleventh 238C Twelve rations of
grain

tweifth year of 12/1i8c 400 sesterces

tribunician power

eighteenth year of 58C 60 denarii each

tribunician power /

twelfth consulship

thirteenth consulship 2 8¢ 60 denarii

Discussion
Augustus is very keen to

Section 16 shows how Augustus rewarded those soldiers who had been loyai to
30 8¢, just one year after the Battle of Actium. Remember that the poets Horace
was given to the ex-soldiers to settle and form their own towns, referred 10 as ¢o

300 million sesterces — about a third of his lifetime’s worth.

ersonaf genemsity The Roman state wo%

in Section 17, Augustus also ‘bailed out’ the treasury, emphasising his image of s

province of Asia was supposed to pay Rome an amount referred to as a tribute;
of earthquakes and they were unable 10 pay, so Augusius genergusly stepped in
career occupation, hence the reference, ‘to soidiers who had served for twenty o
calling men up when there was a need. Normally, the state would fund an army,
Augustus funded a military treasury himself. Some Roman
were ‘insufficient’, Augustus says he stepped in again '

as were collected |
ot say where he
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Classical references

Bublic building

Religl

Curia

Senate house had been
destroyed in riot

Temple of Apolio

Chalcidicum

in the Forum

iple of the Divine

Portico at the Flaminian
Circus

Lupercal

A couch for the gods
the Circus Maximus

Theatre of Pompey

First stone theatre

Capitol

Agueducts

Doubled the capacity of
the A Marcic

Jupiter Feretrius

Forum of iulius

Jupiter the Thunderer%

Basilica between the
Temple of Castor and the
Temple of Saturn

incomplete when
destroyed by fire

Temple of Quirinus

Flaminian Way from the
¢ity to Ariminum

All bridges excapt

Muivian (two miles north
of Rome) and Minucizng
{not known}

Temples of Minerva a
n Jung and Jupit
Liberator on the
vertine

Theatre at the temple of
Apolio

Sught from
owners

Temple of the Lares

Discussion
The list shows how Augustus stamped his mark
everywhere in Rome. The buildings fell into two
types, public buildings and religious buildings, but
also into buildings restored after damage,
completed after being started by Julius Caesar, and
new buildings.

Temple of the Penateé

Temple of Youth

Temple of the Great
Mother

Eighty two temples
Temple of Mars the
Avenger and the Foru A
of Augustus
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gladiatoriol shows: originally gladiators fought at funerals, but Augustus realised
the entertainment of the ordinary citizens.

athietic games: these were like the games held in Greece with boxing, wrestiing §

Games of Maors: these games coincided with the dedicatio

he Temple of Ma;

wis used for an
were also put on inthe F

in the circus or the amphitheatre: this refers to th
that of Statilius Taurus, the first built i

{ gave a noval battle show fo
istand. It was

55 the Tiber: Augustus built a larg
amed after his two deceased heirs, Gaius an

know that the Colosseurn, which most people today associate
during the rule of Augustus. He realised that what was important was keeping
hunts of African beasts; the lavish shows were emphasised by: in which about ¢
were kifled, By putting on games in the names of his family and colleagues, he r
introducas other members of his family so as to promote the succession.

24 Augustus respects sacred and revered objects in Asia Minor {Turkey
25 Expels pirates, returns siaves. He lists countries which had been assigs
the triumvirate.
Z5 Augustus’s influence beyond the Roman Empire
27 Conguest of Egypt, recovery of countries
28 Founding of colonies
29 The Parthian Standards
30 The expansion of 1
31 Foreign E tus the diplomat
32-33 | i gek his friendship

Discussion
Considering the amount of emphasis placed on the Pax Ramana, there is a fair
wars, campaigns and battles. Conguering generals had the right to loot what th
sparing, the defeated Augustus says: gs victor | replaced the ornaments... althou
Antony had taken them: he with whom | had fought the waor... (24). Extending t
applied to many emperors who followed, and Augustus records the extent of th
glarious for Augustus {f brought them under the rule of the empire... [30]), his in
empire, as he mentions his diplomatic achievements: Embassies from kings in |
{notice often). Also, people sought our friendship. There are some scholars who
procession on the Ara Pacis are the children of foreign rulers sent to learn ‘Roma
in sent aff his sons and grandsons to me in ftaly (32). Z

T
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Classical references
courage, clemency, justi

se were the virtues listed on the clipeus

i age: it is interesting that Augustus is rarely depicted as
“that he was vigorous. '

pater patrige: the title awarded in 2 BC reflected the fact that he was acting as ‘ch*’f*E
of the household. 5

Discussion

Augustus says two contrasting things here: :

1. after | had extinguished civil wars, after by universai consent, | was in contrg
likely true}

2. ltransferred the republic from my power to the control of the senate and thy
‘on paper’}
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A different image of Augustus
Poets do not always “spir’

We have seen how the Augustan poets Horace and Propertius praised Augustus
regeneration and buildings. Yet there are instances where some criticism can b

You madm
in the meant} | pine away indeed at each unfounded rumour, lest your coura
the arrows of Medes rejoice in your death, or iron armoured horseman on an armo
wept over be brought back in an urn. This is how they refurn, who fall in those pla

O Postumus, you are three or four times lucky in chaste Galla! You deserve a dif
What shall a girl do, protected by no fear, with Rome the teacher her luxury livi
conquer Galla, and she will not remember your harshness. For, on whatever da
modest Galla will hang from your neck.

Postumus will be another Ulysses with a wife to be admired. Such long delays ¢
ten years the death of the Cicones and Mount Ismara captuved, Calpe; soon you
Circe’s tricks; the lotus, and binding herbs; Scylla and Charybdis, separated by a
bellowing on Ithacan spits (the daughter Lampetie grazed them for Phoebus); th
weeping girl of Aeaea, Calypso, and swimming for so many nights and days of

the silent souls; approaching the Sirens” waters with deaf ;
suitors; and thus made an end of his wanderings.
will cutdo Penelope’s loyalty.

; renewing his
cause his wife s

Classical references

he way to Parthia.
so: Circe came from Aeaea, Calypso fram Ogyzia.

Aelio Gollo: scholars do not know why Galla is called this.

Discussion
Postumus has gone fighting in the East, but Propertiy
war and sea were only to make money, hen
had been promoting peace, but, |
exposed as a myth; inre

s will be faithful, Ac
e 1o misers {Kline has
scholar Heyworth: The propag
the regime and its supporters separate

There coul pects shown here of Augustus’s military campaigns b
soldiers nevisia®rn. The long comparison says nothing about Postumus. He, o
giorified as one of Augustus’s veterans, but Galla and her faithfulness is. Love a
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Another author in the group of Maecenas was Virgil, who wrote the Aeneid. The
whether the Aeneid, despite supposedly praising of Augustus, contains subtie criy
scholar Donatus tried to prove that every line in the Aeneid praised Augustus. Ae;

However, the Aeneid does not portray Aeneas and Augustus as perfect, and som :
questions the morality of empire and the divinity of Rome’s leaders. Both Aenea
‘son of a god’, and Augustus is portrayed as a direct des of Aeneas. Whe
responds in a sy

mes blessed, those who chanced fo d

beneath the Could I not have fallen on the Trojan plains” (1

When Aenes i the Underworld, he is advised by his father, Anchises:

“You, Roman, remember to rule the people with power (these will be vour arts), t
to spare the defeated, and subdue the proud’ (VI 851-853)

Aeneas s pius Aeneas, loyal 1o his family and respectful of his elders. He has piet
was listed as having on the clipeus virtutis. it is expected that Aeneas will take hi
arrogant while also showing restraint. When Asneas finally meets the leader of
appealed to, to show mercy. Turnus even refers to Anchises, as if to remind Aen
has lowered his eyes ‘in submission’ and stretched out his hands ‘in defeat’: he i
humbled man. Aeneas, however, does not spare the defeated. This is not pietos,
epithet had promised. This is the exact opposite: furore, unrestrained violence; g
control himself.

In the end some scholars have argued that Aenea eroded his moral*%‘t
human suffering. Once that has been e Tl suggesting that Rome’s
flawed tog? f

Go to zzed.uk/1

We have seen on pages 29-32 that Ovid’'s Metamorphoses ends with the August
have seen him praise Augustus's family, and the poem has a serious tone. The sc
However, the rest of the Metamorphoses does not necessarily have the same {o
comments, and the scholar Segal suggested that in fact Ovid was not being serio
Augustus. The scholar Holleman also regarded the whole section as making fun ¢
suggested that Ovid was exiled as a resuilt of writing the lines. ‘
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T Augustus

When Augustus came to power in AD 14, and Tiberius became emperor, so bega
Claudian. it seems that what Augustus had laid down was going to continue. Thisé
in 1979-81. :

to Aphrodite and the Juli

the last Julio-Claudian
Minor, mod, , ey. There was a temple and a narrow avenue, 90 x
Down each the avenue were two portico-iike buildings, each 12 m high, di
three differe®Xinds of columns, Doric, lonic and Corinthian orders. E

Doric fonic Corinthion

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

These north and south buildings had
columns made the images logk
project, and more than:
and images -

idrecovered in the excavation. They featured
ugustus’s empire, such as Ethiopians and Spaniards.;
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On the south side, the decorations
above the portico are sculptural
reliefs and show the Greek
Aphrodite, who is Roman Venus, her
son Aeneas and the link o Augustus
and the gther julian emperors. The
subject of the reliefs on the top level
is Roman emperors and the
Clymipian gods. The emperors are
depicted as divine warriors. T
emperors shown are A
Tiberius, Clopl
YOunger pr
women, The! bst important
activity is victorious war over
barbarians.

On the north side, the second level
had a long series of representations
of the nations of Augustus’s empire,
each pictured as a statue betwesen
the columns of the architecture. An
inscribed fabel named each figure in
Greek. The idea was a visual
catalogue of Augustus’s empire. The
places and peoples were among
those ciaimed as conquered or
brought into the empire under
Augustus. The focus was on the

‘civilised’ b

This panel, framed by two Corinthian .. _
columns, shows Augustus on the R

. 5 & \ S \
left. He is naked, as Greek heroes & TR

and gods were usually depicted in this way in sculpture. He is barefooted, as man
voung he is despite being in his seventies when he died. The figure to the right is
wings. In the middle is a suit of armour which Augustus has taken from an enemy
with his arms bound behind his back. In the bottom ieft-hand corner is an eagle.;
is to be counted among the divine.

Other images elsewhere promoted the fact that Augustus was now a god. His he]
struck a coin, and on the obverse one of his titles is son of the Divine Augustus. T
biclogical mother, and Augustus’s widow, Livia, as Pax 2
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We have already seen the Prima Porta statue of Augustus as an imperator {page
examination advice, some scholars think the statue was a memorial to Augustus
aspects of the statue can be interpreted as Augustus being divine. He has the p¢
right leg and his feet bare, just as in the statue to the left, which is of his champi

The statue to the right is called the Apollo Belvedere. It stood in the courtyard o 5
‘Romanised’ copy of a Greek original, which is why Apollo is vizaring Roman sang
similar and also the cdoak and cutstretched arm. f

Nerp, the las®8he Julio-Claudians, was not the best emperor, and in AD 68 he
There was then a power struggle between individual generals and their armies.
empearors, Vespasian emerged as a stable ruler. A new dynasty was begun called
emperor that many people have heard of was Hadrian, and one man working in
Suetonius.

Suetonius was not strictly speaking a historian but rath
writing today, he would have been writing a
He did have an advantage using his

rapher. Some s¢
for a newspaper and
acerarchives. He produced The Ly
81 he was not an emperor) and endec
red years after the death of Augustus. He i
en though Hadrian was a distant relative. :
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Classlcal references
Ennius: Ennius was a poet who wrote about two hundred years before Augustus.

Battles
43 8¢ Mutina Mark Antg
42 B8C Philippi Brutus an
4540 8c Perusia Lucius Ant
36 8¢ Sicily Sextus Po
3iscC Actium Mark Anto

Classical references
Apolionia: modern Albania.

optimates: a tormed by aristocrats.

Hirtius and

suls in 43 BC. They both died in the Battle of Mutina, leaving

Discussion
Suetonius explains the infighting with which Augustus was involved: Augustus €O}
Coesar’s death. :

COPYRIGHT
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Discussion .A
This is one of the first examples of the scandals : seems to like to}
them, however, as rumours. ’
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Classical references
Gaius Sosius and Gnoeus Domitius: they were the consuls in 32 BC and sided with

city of Bononio: modern Bologna.

Samos: a small island belonging to Greece, off the west coast pf Turkey. {Reme
fought in Greece.}

Brundisium: on the "heel’ of ltaly.

feadiands of the Pelopo
Augustus’s royte to

ds across the Aegean sea, arpund the bottom§
Greecs to :

t“‘opposite Brundisium.

Discussion :
One important person is missing from Suetonius’s account, and that is Agrippa. B
victorious, showing that Augustus’s version of events as promoted by himself aniy
after death. f

e other off the coast below the Cem§4

Discussion
There are two pictures of Augustus here: one that he actually did not take part in

two foreign campaigns); the other that he was actually d and so did not s

Discusslornss
Augustus as a diplomat and magnanimous congueror gives a positive image:
®  he never warred against any notion without just and necessary couse

e  he insisted... barbarian leaders swore an coth... to keep the peace faithfully t

& Augustus refrained from a more severe punishment
®  exercising power with moderation

®  And once, when there were several rival claimants to the throne, they insiste,;;;;

condidote he chose.
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Celebrations

40 BC Philippi (hvation
36 8C Sicily Ovation
29 8C Daimatia Triumph
Actium Triumph
Alexandria Triumph

Ovations wera granted when
inferior, such as Spartaf
chariot bu
Peace’ {pag

e Wars. The general celebrating the ova

tiared between nations or states, wii

‘wearing a toga not a uniform. Propertius describes;

Discussion
Suetonius does not accept Augustus’s assertion that he was protecting the Repu
that the Republic no longer existed, and he decided to retain power in his own h
sole ruler.

Classical references
Lepidus: he was one of the Triumvirs with Augustus and died in 13 &C.

Sibylline Books: these were supposed to have been prophecies from the Sibyl. 5k
and a collection of her prophecies were kept by fifteen priests. Horace mentions:

on page 43,

COPYRIGHT

colendar: during the time of Julius Caesar, the calendar had got out of sync — so
during the summer — and he started to correct this. Augustu ishes what was
This is why September, which was originally the se;
of our year.

Goddess Safety: the goddess
prayers for the state we

Flamen Di st of Jupiter.

Lupercalia:
fertility. Sacrifices took place in the Lupercal, the cave where Romuius and Remy
looked after by the she-wolf. The skin of the animals was made into leather stri
route through Rome. Women tried to be touched by the leather strips in the ho

{Latin septem is

1 consulted by augurs {who observe:

as a pastoral festival held annually on 15" February to purify th

PROTECTED

%
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Compitalio {Lores of the Crossroads): a festival held twice a year at crossroads to{
protected where two roads crossed. 5

statue of Pompey: the statue of Pompey had stood in the portico of the Curia of &
to meet and where Caesar was assassinated. 5

Discussion
As has been sald before, during the civil wars most
temples and buildings was not a priority. A ‘
the time, had been started near the
Suetonius does not seem T :

ie preoccupied wit
practices and festivals:
ome. Some were quite obscuy

Discussion

Most of the laws mentioned in section 34 are about moral legisiation as they cove
Profligacy Wasteful extravagance
Adultery Affairs with those beyond marriage
Chastity Refraining from sex outside marriage
Bribery Asking for favours with money or goods
Procreation of higher society Having children

CQuite a few ‘republican’ activities are listed here:

Freedom of speech in wills

Elections

Yoting

Cross-examination in court, prosecutions and acquittals
The law applies to all, including friends
Senate approval

2 & & ¥® B 2

Discussion

Augustus claimed to ha
familiar to rex
imperial ru

epublic, and the activities detailed in thi
sver, as Suetonius knows, there was a string of
stablished.
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Classical references
Curtion Pool: a well or pool at the entrance to the Forum.

Apolio of Sandal Street: there was a street where sandal makers were grouped.

Jupiter of the Tragedions: the statue is lost.

Volerius Messala: 64 BC— AD 13; publin ravar, and patron of literature.

ended up as a supporter of A

Gaius and Luc ns who died at a voung age and were named
Discussior
Possibly these sections are the best indicator of the success of Augustus's efforts:
seems people did like him or accepted the spin. The appeal is noticeable among
equestrian order, the middle classes, voted to celebrate his birthdoy, and the sta
craftsmen and actors. [t is easy to see how he becomes a father figure and this i
The speech by Messalo, a gifted orator, seems to have been 50 moving that Augts

However, the final sections of Suetonius’s Life of Augustus contain a far less ﬂatt&%:
come as a contrast to sections 57-64. :

Classical references

two Julias: Augustus’s daug laughter were exiled.

Lucius and

Tiberius: ne was Livia's son from her first marriage and became the second emp

Discusslon
Augustus dealt harshly with anyone who was at risk of damaging his image. He wg
family as an ideal, but they actually fell short of expectation.

This section contains discussion of sexual practices.
The Romans were generally a heterosexual {straight} society. Whereas homosex
punished by law, it was not socially accepted, particularly when used to gain fav
§ther phrase subm
homosexuals were also referred to as sodomites. dahy Roman man w
soften the hairs on his legs by singeing : as behaving like, looking lig
woman. This insult would not fir? ggustus wanted, ‘
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This section contains description of sexual practices.
It seems from the evidence of Suetonius that Augustus was bisexual, as Suetoni

various women. This of course does not match his public image for the model img
his own moral legislation on adultery. Suetonius claims he slept with the women:
get information. He even did this before the man’s eyes (b w could they ref

Tertulia or Terentifla, or Rufifia are not kno

e probably the femaly
Dick or Harry’, :

Classical
feast of The ¥ ive Gods: this feast dates from when Augustus was still the you
as gods and Augustus dressed up as Apolle. The feast was scandalous because
there was famine in Rome at the time.

Mallio: this could be the name of the financier of a place.

Corinthion bronzes: these were popular antiques. The writer Pliny also had one.

gombling: gambling was a favourite form of entertainment played by all levels o
seen as a social and moral hazard. In section 71, we are told that Augustus invite,
250 gold pieces and seems to have encouraged the game. He even supports his
he later exiles!). Augustus passed laws restricting gambling except during the $
with a fine of quadruple the stakes, should gamblers be caught — but thiswas r
and it was common knowledge that many later emperors and aristocrats were

proscriptions: these were used by Augustus and the
the state. To be proscribed meant that propaﬁ o

“istated, and individuals.
was able to fund his armies through :

Sicilion compuaoign: 36 8C

: had given a positive picture of his principate, Suetonius agai
it is perhaps undersiandabie that Mark Antony would not be very flattering, bu
mood in Rome, and Suetonius includes an anonymous piece of poetry, which u
Caesar... mendaciously... fresh adultery. Suetonius claims that the pocem was sti
after the death of Augustus.

This section contains description of sexual practices.

Classical references
a letter in his handwriting... And in ancther letter he writes... remember that Suey:
and had access to palace records.

Quinquatria: a festival sacred to Minerva_
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Classical references
Apclionio: Albania.

fivers: after sacrificing an animal, its liver was inspected,
and the marks were studied to understand the will of the
gods or the future.

Discussion N
Romans, even at the time ; Yook seriously A bronze liver with
signs and wo ch were regarded as aregs marked out, u

and bad future. A modern to train priests

audience md3 d the events in this section as a

scientific event or coincidence, but Suetonius is genuine in
his belief and includes this section with seripusness.

Tacitus

Dated to around a simifar ime as Suetonius, we have an assessment of Augustus;
Tacitus was born around AD 56 when Augustus had been dead for over forty yea
his historical work, Annals, he follows a year-by-year account from Augustustot

not to be biased: 5

... and all which follows, without either bitterng
Annals 111

5 Gty from any motives

e believed that the Senate was weak against t
iWGiars say he was a ‘republicary’. He was keen 1o point ot

Tacitus was nof real
no free spe
wastefulne
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Sections A and B have covered the prescribed material and other supporting soug
is a table of some sources to be considered when answering guestions on the sed

Topic

Prescribed sources

Augustus and
Julius Caesar

Aureus of Octavian and Juli

Augustus
imperator
Augustus an
campaigns

Prirna Porta Statue
Propertius 3.4

Res Gestae 34
Suetonius 10, 17, 20

Relief comm
Boscareale &
Denarius of

The Parthian
Campaign

Prima Porta statue
Propertius 3.4

Denarius of

Augustus brings
peace

Denarius with Pax
Prima Porta statue
Ara Pacis

Res Gestae 13
Suetonius 22

Altarto PEE!EG%

Augustus and the
state

Aureus of Augustus with a scroll
Res Gestae 12
Suetonius 26, 28

Clipeus virtu

Augustus and
religion

Tempie of Apolio
Stiver denarius

usimplements

Gestae 9-12

Suetonius 31,95

Meeting Hall
Plan of Temp
Fresco from

Augustus and his
family

Head of Livia

Ara Pacis

Horace Odes 3.14
Aureus Gaius and Lucius
Horace Odes 4.4
Mauscleum of Augustus
Res Gestae 14
Suetonius 53, 64

Bust of Tiberk%

Augustus’s moral
policy and
society, pater
patrige

Horace Odes 3.6
Res Gestaes 8

Res Gestae 1518
Res Gestae 22-23
Res Gestae 34-35
Suetonius 24, i

Fresco from th

Augustus and the
Golden Age

Augustus’s
building policy

Ca

Ovid Metam
Marbie inscr

Ple of Apollo

Forum of Augustus and Termple of Mars

Ultor

Ara Pacis

Res Gestae 19-21
Suestonius 29

Coin of lupite
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Topic

Prescribed sources

Other s

Augustus in the
Empire

Prescribed coins
Kalabsha Temple
Res Gestae 24-33
Suetonius 21

Heads of Aug

Theatre at M
Temple of Augy
Altar of Peace:
image of Isis .

Criticism of
Augustus

Propertius 3,12
Ovid Metamorphoses 1

After Augustu

Types of sources

Virgil Aeneid €

Suetonius 11

ias

ius Life of Augustus

Coin of Tiberi

Guestions in Section B of the examination frequently ask for the assessment of t

Types Prescribed sources
Aureus of Octavian and Julius Caesar
Denarius with Pax Foronia
. Aureus with Augustus and scroll e
Coins . . . .- . Tiberius
Silver denarius with religious implements :
. ) Temple
Denarius with comet
Aureus Gaius and Lucius
Propertius
e [legies 3.4,3.11,3.12, 4.6
Horace :
E 9 .
Poetry * Epodes Virgit Aesy

Metamorphoses 15.745-870
Ara Pacis
Buildings Mausoleum of Augustus
The Forum of Augustus in Rome
Augustus of Prima Porta statue :
The Ara Pacis A t
Images of € Ara Facis Augustae Heads of;
Augustis Kalabsha Gate
& All prescribed coins
The Sebasteion at Aphrodisias {after his death}
The Sebasteion at Aphrodisias {after his death]}
Sources .
Suetonius :
after the ] .
Death of The Lives of the Twelve Caesars Tacitus A
Aq; n‘;s’cuf Augustus 7-11, 17, 20-22, 3 4,53,
BUSTUS | 56-58, 64-65, 687
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Modem scholars

What modern scholars have said about Augustus is important to consider and sh
Section B of the examination. Some quotations are included below as a start to o

aukf124

Other articies can be read at: zzed.uk/12482-scholars

Scholar
Catherine Edwards
Duncan Kennedy
Mary Beard

us Caesar was Augustus’s passport to power

Augustus had at least two problems with Caesar (being;
dictator and popular)
We are often told that it is impossible to legisiate mora
The ancient Romans weould have disagreed.

The Roman Empire was flooded with Augustus’s face as
Mary Beard of a systematic campaign to spread the word that a ney
Rorne had arrived

{The Emperor Julian mid fourth century), ‘wrote a satir
imagining a banquet where the gods welcomed Rome's
deified emperors. Augustus is there, but is depicted as &
strange, unnatural figure, constantly changing colour 1@
blend with his surroundings, like a chamelegn.”
Augustus’s transformation of Rome yas a long and gra(\

Edwin Ramage

Richard Frank

Adrian Goldsworthy

Wallace-Hadrill

process
. ‘Everything else TA #eved in his life was bas
Ad Goid th
rian Boldsworthy his suce and we should never forget thi

r purification and for punishment of any

Paul Zank
aut can After the victory was won, Apolio took on the role... of

of peace and recanciliation

Clare Rowen

Alison Cooley zzed.uk/12482-Warwick-Coins

About the examination

e Both A Level and AS examinations use the same visual and literary material.;
& inthe examination, Scurce A tests knowledge of visual material and Source
e  Each source has short guestions attached. The short questions in total are wy
any way across the two sources,
e  There are two longer questions [A Level: 10 marks | AS: 8 marks] where ans{a:
e Afinal guestion [A Level: 20 marks | AS: 16 marks] i 7t A links the twe
compuisory to use the sources on the paper Point, but itis gen
rust be used in the final question
e Section B has two guestions
a theme from the <

rics | AS: 25 marks]. One is baseq.
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Understanding the passage

it is surprising to exarmniners that too many candidates have only read the prescrik
content. Let us look at the passage below. '

Irestored the Capitol and the theatre of Pompey, both works at great expense w

either. I restored the channels of the aqueducts, which in se
I brought water from a new spring into the aquedu
Julius and the basilica between the Temp]
by my father, and when that same b

places were fal
cia, doubling th
he Te,mp e of Saturn,
estroyed by five I began to rebu
se 1 do not complete it in my life tim
ixth consulship I restored eighty-two temples
glactmff none that requived restoration at that time. In
the Via Fleny' om the city as far as Rimini, together with all bridges except
{Res Gestae Divi Augusti 20)

dedicated in the name of m

it would not be unreasonable for an examiner t0 ask: ‘What was the Capitol? as
sources. Similarly, learners should know who Augustus means when he refers to
also used in several places in the Res Gestae, and so it would be important to know

Knowiedge of the references in the prescribed literature is tested through short ¢
of visual sources. Five marks are allocated for this over Source A and Source B in
For example: :

Gbverse Reverse
1. From what metal is this denarius made?

2. What image is shown on the reverse of the coin?

The answers need only be brief:
1. Silver
2. Comest {not the name Divus lulius as this is not an image}
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Source B: Horace Carmen Saeculore

Grant to our sons unblemdshed ways;

Grant to our sires an age of peace;

Grant to our nation power and praise,
And large increase!

See, at your shrine, with victims white,
Prays Verus and Anchises’ heir!
O prompt him siill the foe to smite,

grmen Sgecuiare is addressed.
& or Diana

1. Nameone odtn

orace mention Venus and Anchises? 5
At [east one guestion will ask why or explain or similar and requires an expia;is:;
response is needed but be careful not to write too much,
Venus and Anchises were grandparents of fufus [1], and Augustus was iinkecé
tulii family, who clgimed descent from lulus. [1]

Longer questions

You may also be asked to write about the general theme of a piece of iiterature
activities to practise this have been included in the guide to various prescribed

Let us lool again at the passage above from the Res Gestae. As you read throughg
theme is about. In the passage, Augustus mentions his b programime, an
guestion will focus on.

Look at the passage below and consider this question:

How does Horace praise Augustus in these lines?

Source B: Horace Carmen Saeculare

Grant to our sons unblemished ways;
Grant to our sires an age of peace;

Grant to our nation power and praise, COPYRIGHT
And Jarge increasel PROTECTED

See, at your shrine, with victims white,

Prays Venus and Anchises’ heir!

O prompt him still the foe to smite,
The fallen to spare!

Now Media dreads o
Cur victorigg

Faith, Honour, ancient Modesty,

And Peace, and Virtue, spite of scorn,

Come back to earth; and Plenty, see,
With teeming horn.
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At A Level, these guestions are marked with AQZ (explanation) and AQ1 {refere
make at least five points. At AS, the examination guestion will always state: Mak

ADZ
Augustus is of divine descent Prays Venus and Anc
He celebrates Augustus’s victories Now Medio dreads o
But Augustus has been promoting the idea of being ' aflen to sparel{

merciful
Horace reminds the audience of th
Augustus

Faith, Honour, ancien
And Peace, and Virtue;

And that and Plenty, see,

With teeming h A

However, a poet’s use of literary devices couid also be used to, say, praise Augus
somebody. Below is part of Horace Odes 1.37. 5
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The final question in Section A of the examination draws the two sources togetha@

How successful was Augustus in convincing the ordinary people of Rome that hes
You may use Source 4 and/or Source B as a starting point, and your own knowl

if we use the coin and the Carmen Soeculare by Horace, these c¢asn be cur startin

be long.

Ordinary people would ses imageson a
denarius

Ordinary people attended the Secular
Source B: ¥ peop

games

He gave money from Caesar’s will. He paid
Suetonius for corn from his own money. Suetonius

says he was popular.

He rastored temples in the areas of the
Res Gestae

poor, &.g. Street of Sandals

Own knowledge

{it is not necessary 1o say
‘from my own
knowledge’}
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Section B of the bxam

The general pattern for this section is that one question deals with types of sou

A guotation may be used asking how far or to whot extent candidates agree. ThL§

forget a counterargument! Also take note of the lines in italics:
Use classicol sources, and secondary sources, scholars and/or academic works t
should also consider possible interpretotions of sourc : ent gudiences.

‘It is easier to give a positive image with {rather than Hterature.”

Literature Yisual

Res Gestas Coins
Horace Prima Porta

Fropertius Forum of Augustus and Temple of Mars Ultor, M
named buildings

Ovidd

Other essay titles to consider:
1. Coins were the best way 10 convey Augustus’s mess
Hint: NB best and what were Augustus’s mes

2. Augustus’s success as a ge: on other men.

Hint: Don't forget his

ist of all the people and the sources that tell us about them.
What source would be good for a counterargument?
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