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Green Days by the River: The Ending 
 

Green Days by the River is a novel with a dramatic crescendo, which 
alters the expected course of the book.  One minute it seems that 

Shell’s future is to marry Joan and work on the cocoa plantation, 
the next he is forced to change his mind, after Mr Gidharee sets 

a pack of brutal dogs on him.  Before he knows it his whole life is turned 
upside down as his father dies, leaving him to head his family  He feels he has 
no choice but to agree to (a Hindu) marriage to Rosalie.  As so often happens in 
the novel, the processes that lead to this change are not related to the reader 
and we are left to draw our own conclusions about how Shell really feels at the 
end of the book.   
 
Answer these questions to figure out what the ending means to you. 
 

• What do we learn about Mr Gidharee through the attack? 
 

• Could Shell have done more to prevent the attack or did he walk into it? 
 

• How does Shell explain what happened to him? 
 

• Is it significant that his father dies at this point?  Why? 
 

• Does Shell have any option but to agree to the marriage to Rosalie? 
 

• What do you make of the fact that they will have a Hindu wedding? 
 

• What effect does the attack have on Shell’s relationship with Mr Gidharee? 
 
• What changes do you notice in Shell after the attack? 

 
• What significant omissions are there in Shell’s narration after the attack? 

 
• Why do you think Michael Anthony ends the story as he does?  

 
• What do you make of the final line of the novel, when Mr Gidharee says, 

‘Everything will be okay, me old Shell’?  Do you agree? 
 
 
Write a story about what happens next.  Consider whether you are writing a story 
based on what is most likely or what you would like to happen.  
 
OR 
 
Write the script of the conversation between Shell and Mr Gidharee when he first 
came to visit after the attack and Shell agreed to marry Rosalie. 


