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I.    GM CROPSI.    GM CROPS  

 
Many people don’t know about the science of GM crops. This means that pressure is put on when 
important evidence is produced. Two  Californian researchers wrote a paper which claimed that in 
Mexico GM crops had contaminated the native crop of maize. 
Ignacio Chapela, one of the authors, was approached by the director of a Mexican corporation. He was 
offered an important job, on condition he withdrew the paper, but was then told that they knew where 
to find his children. 
 
The paper was attacked on the internet, by people who claimed that the research had not been done 
properly. The people sending these messages turned out to be working for the internet PR firm the 
Bivings Group. 
This is how they work: “There are some campaigns where it would be undesirable or even disastrous to 
let the audience know that your organisation is directly involved…Once you are plugged into this world, 
it is possible to make postings to these outlets that present your position as an uninvolved third party…”   
 
GM foods are being produced by multinational companies, who spend a large amount of money on 
research, and aim to get it back by selling their products all over the world. They want to reach markets 
in a number of different countries, and they want governments to back them. They pay experts to put 
over their arguments, and to persuade people in government, who could make decisions to help them. 
They oppose laws which would make them liable to pay compensation if things go wrong. And in some 
countries, the effect is to reduce choice, so GM crops take over from non-GM. 
 
They argue that with a limited amount of land, and a growing number of people, we have to produce 
more crops per acre, and use science to produce crops which resist attacks from insects. They claim that 
what they’re doing will help to feed the world. 
 
Vandana Shiva, an Indian campaigner for third world farmers, said “GM foods will aggravate poverty and 
hunger. The ecologically sensitive agriculture that has kept the poor alive for centuries is being 
destroyed by the introduction of these crops.” 
In Canada, a generation of super-weeds have developed, where weeds at some distance from GM crops 
have still managed to stack up genes from them, and now can’t be treated with normal herbicides.  
In Zimbabwe they had severe food shortages, but they still turned down a US offer of 10,000 tonnes of 
maize, because it might spread GM strains into their own crop.  
In Asia and Latin America, there has been a green revolution which has increased yields but cut down 
on the use of pesticides. Some of this involves some GM technology, but it has to be safe, cheap and 
controlled by the local farmers. 
 
In the UK, some supermarkets have banned GM foods, while others are careful to try to label all foods 
which contain GM. In the US, some firms have deliberately mixed GM and non-GM ingredients, so that 
it’s harder to keep out food with GM contents. 
 
1. In your group, agree on three questions which you would like answered, so that you can know 

more about GM crops. 
 
2. In your group, try to agree on three rules which will make sure that GM crops are safely and 

properly developed, in the UK and all over the world. 


