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Teacher's Notes 
 
A Kestrel For A Knave is an exciting text to teach as the issues it raises are many 
and complex.  Some sensitivity may be required when dealing with certain aspects 
of the text because it is a novel that raises issues many young people will identify 
with - loneliness, powerlessness, frustration, hopelessness, family problems etc.  Of 
course this can only add to the value of studying the text but it does require some 
careful forethought if a thorough understanding of the text and these issues is to be 
achieved.   
 
This resource is intended to complement and support your teaching of A Kestrel 
For A Knave in a variety of ways. The first section comprises of a wide range of 
notes - from character and plot summaries, to notes on the author himself. Most 
importantly it contains an extensive section of discussion points to be raised during 
class reading. Some of your more able students may even benefit from being given 
a copy of the discussion points alone as a companion in their reading of the novel. 
The second section is made up of a large variety of worksheets, note-making 
exercises, suggested creative writing tasks, speaking & listening tasks, ‘fun’ 
exercises, and other resources such as a map of the area in which the novel is set.  
 
Every effort has been made to differentiate this resource to cater for a wide range 
of abilities. Some of the exercises are quite simplistic in design, focusing principally 
on plot, whilst others are more testing, intended to encourage students to come to 
their own conclusions about the novel, thus fostering an appreciation of the main 
themes in A Kestrel For A Knave.  The manner in which you use the resource is, of 
course, up to you, but it will provide a sound basis for your teaching of this text, 
which you can dip into as required or work through from start to finish. 
 
 
N.B.  Page references are for the Penguin Edition of the text. 


