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NLS11:-  
 
 

Visual representations of spellings 
a.  Explain that every person will have different ways of remembering things like spellings that are difficult 

for them.  * 
Visual people may like to picture a shape or object to remind them of difficult spellings.  Every time 
they need to spell that word they visualize the picture.  In this way they can improve their spelling.  
Show the word pictures OHT.  
 
Read out the following words: 

• temperature 
• cycle 
• pressure 
• discussion 
• rhythm 
• library 
• megabyte 
• disease 
• exclamation 
• desert 

 
The students have two minutes in which to draw a word picture for it.  Share pictures with the class.   
 

 
Kinaesthetic representations of spellings  

b.  For particularly difficult words tracing can be an effective spelling strategy.   
Explain that most people remember things that involve physical action better than abstracts.   
Ask what is the physical action involved with spelling.   
Once the students have recognised that the physical process of writing a letter is a memory aid, you 
can introduce the idea of tracing the letters of words to help you remember how they are spelt.  
Give each student a large piece of paper and ask them to write the word rhythm on it in large letters.  
They should say each letter as they write. 
NB it is better to use lower case than capital letters.  
Then the student should spell the word aloud again, this time tracing their fingers over the letters.   
Repeat this a few times.   
Cover the paper and try to write the word.   
Keep practising until the correct spelling is remembered. 
 
Try tracing difficult words in the air, in a sand tray, in water, on a partner's back etc. 
 

Words in lower case give greater visual information 
than UPPER CASE. 
 

Consider for example geography and GEOGRAPHY.  
Why does the former give greater visual information? 
 

Which letters is this particularly true of?  
Answer:- q t y f g h j k l and (some z's) 
 

When 'testing spelling' write in lower case! 

identify words which pose a particular challenge and learn them by using mnemonics, 
multi sensory reinforcements and  memorising critical features 
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Auditory/visual representations of spellings 
c.  Explain that you are going to try out a new method for practising the spelling of problematic words 

which you will demonstrate on the board.   
Choose a word and write it on the board, e.g. February 
Set a time (e.g. 30 seconds) for students to try to remember how to spell it but not to worry if this 
seems difficult.  Students may use any method that helps them remember the word.   
After one minute rub out the word and choose a student to try to remember the spelling.   
They must write the word on the board except for the final letter, e.g. Februar_ 
As they write they must say the letters aloud.   
The final letter should only be spoken (not written).   
Check the spelling of the whole word.  Then allow the students some more time to practise the word.  
The next student must repeat the process but without writing the final two letters, while saying all the 
letters aloud.   
Continue this process until the final student only says the letters of the word, without writing any.   
Next get each student to choose a spelling from their personal dictionaries and allow them five minutes 
to practise this method. 
 

d. Discuss the use of mnemonics (devices for remembering) as a spelling strategy.   
Brainstorm possible methods for recalling difficult spellings, some of which you may have covered in 
lessons already, e.g. rhymes and songs, saying words as they are spelt, syllabification, funny ideas, etc.  
Divide the class into groups and give each group an appropriate word.   
Ask each group to suggest a rhyme/song and a funny sentence where each word starts with the letters 
of the spelling as a spelling strategy for this word. 
E.g. don't 
 ingest 
 green 
 iced 
 tea 
 

e. It can be a useful memory aide to practise saying difficult words as they are spelt, rather than as they 
sound, e.g. sc-issors, Wed-nes-day, marr-i-age. 
Create a word bank of spellings where this is a useful strategy. 
 

f. Commonly confused words  
Some words sound the same but have very different meanings.  In order to use the correct spelling 
one must focus on what they mean.  * 
Divide the class into pairs.   
Give each pair a set of word pair cards.   
One person in each pair should take the cards marked 'a', the other the cards marked 'b'.   
Now read the following sentences: 
 

 The magician was a master of ...................(illusion) 
 The book contained an ................to the bible. (allusion) 
 Most shops now ................payment by credit card. (accept) 

We all went to the show ................. my brother, who was not old enough. (except) 
 I hoped the doctor would .................some pain killers. (prescribe) 
 Our school wants to .................. the use of mobile phones. (proscribe) 

I hoped revisiting my old home would ...............some bad memories. (exorcise) 
I have just embarked on a new ................regime. (exercise) 
I visited the doctor's new ....................... (practice) 
I need to .................... the guitar a lot more. (practise) 
Too much heat has an adverse ................... on my temper. (effect) 
Changes in the benefit system don't ................. me. (affect) 
I'm not .................... to go out during the week. (allowed) 
My sister always sings ................when she is wearing her walkman. (aloud) 
Where .............you going? (are) 
You can borrow ................ video. (our) 

 
The pairs must decide which is the correct choice for each case and hold up the corresponding card. 


