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Teacher’s Introduction
This resource has been created to supplement your delivery of the A Level

AQA Sociology specification (7192) for Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Always check the exam board
Theory and Methods. There are four complete practice examination website for new information,
papers; the format and mark scheme reflect the examinations set by AQA. including changes to the
specification and sample
These practice exam papers are written in the style of the actual exam, with | @ssessment material.

the correct command word and mark tariff use, and each with a clear and
detailed mark scheme. Perfect for mock exams; your students will be fully prepared to succeed in every
examination!

Clear student-friendly mark schemes include answer content and marking guidance. Students see how marks are
awarded, improving exam technique. All topic areas of the specification for Paper 3 have been touched upon
throughout the four papers.

The practice exam papers can be used in a number of ways:

1. Setthem as mock examinations.

2. Hand them out for students to practise and reinforce their learning of the content.
3. Use specific questions to practise the application of knowledge on key topic areas.
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ZigZag Practice Exze
Supporting A Level AQA So
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Paper 3: Crime and Devi Th;ory and

Time allowed

2 hours

Instructions
Answer all of the questions.

Information

The total number of marks available for this paper is 80.
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Crime and Deviance
Answer all questions.

01 Outline two ways in which labelling can increase crime.
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03 Read Item A below and answer the question that follows.

Item A
Some sociologists believe that characteristics of groups make them more |
see this as victim blaming and instead look at how the criminal justice syst

i
Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasc some groups are
i
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04 Read Item B below and answer the question that follows.

Item B
Some feminist sociologists argue that women are less likely to commit crim
upbringing, their role in society or the attitudes of those within the criminal
female criminality and deviance is increasing.

understanding crir

(If you need more space, please continue your an
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Theory and Methods

05 Outline and explain two reasons why a sociologist might choose a research
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06 Read Item C below and answer the question that follows.

Item C
Secondary data is data that has already been collected by other individuals
methods such as official statistics and documents have some practical, ethi
However, some sociologists argue that the different types of secondary dat
research methods.

Applying material from Item C wiedge, evaluate the advantag

sociological research.
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Time allowed

2 hours

Instructions
Answer all of the questions.

Information

The total number of marks available for this paper is 80.
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Crime and Deviance
Answer all questions.

01 Outline two roles of the criminal justice system.

02 Outline three reasons why members of some ethnic groups are more likely to
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03 Read Item A below and answer the question that follows.

Item A
Some sociologists blame the media for causing crime or providing new opp
Others argue that the media create an exaggerated fear of crime which lea

Applying material from Item A, analyse two w
criminalisation.
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04

Read Item B below and answer the question that follows.

Item B
Sociologists have explained high levels of working-class offending through
Others argue that this pattern in offending is inaccurate and ignores the cri
They also point out the higher likelihood of becoming victims of crime for t

Applying material from Item B and your k-
offending and victimisation. '

luate sociological e

(If you need more space, please continue your an
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Theory and Methods

05 Outline and explain two ethical disadvantages of using primary methods in
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06 Read Item C below and answer the question that follows.

Item C
Social action theorists emphasise the importance of individuals’ free will. T
the individual interactions which are the basis of society.
However, other sociologists argue that free will is an illusiﬁon and that peo
defined by structures in society today. L

Applying material from Item C ar?
our understanding of so

ge, evaluate the usefulne
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Time allowed

2 hours
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The total number of marks available for this paper is 80.
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01

02

03

04

05

06

Crime and Deviance
Answer all questions.

Outline two ways in which labelling can increase crime.

Outline three reasons why state crimes may not be prosecuted.

Read Item A below and answer the quest

see thi laming and instead look at how the criminal justice syste

Item A
t characteristics of groups make them more i

Some sociglogi

Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons why some groups are

Read Item B below and answer the question that follows.

Item B
Some feminist sociologists argue that women are less likely to commit crim
upbringing, their role in society or the attitudes of those within the crimina
female criminality and deviance is increasing.

Feminists have also examined the reasons why women are more likely to b

fate the usefulnes

Applying material from Item B and your knowledg
understanding crime and deviance.

Theory and Methods

wiplain two reasons why a sociologist might choose a research

Read Item C below and answer the question that follows.

Item C
Secondary data is data that has already been collected by other individuals
methods such as official statistics and documents have some practical, ethi
However, some sociologists argue that the different types of secondary dat
research methods.

Applying material from Item C and your knowledge, evaluate the advantag
sociological research.
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Answer all of the questions.
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The total number of marks available for this paper is 80.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

e  appropriate use of specialist terminology

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education

Practice Papers for A Level AQA Sociology: Paper 3 Page 32 of 50




01

02

03

04

05

06

Crime and Deviance
Answer all questions.

Outline two roles of the criminal justice system.

Outline three reasons why members of some ethnic groups are more likely to

Read Item A below and answer the quest

Item A
, edia for causing crime or providing new opp
ite media create an exaggerated fear of crime which lea

Some sociglogi

Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which the media may i
criminalisation.

Read Item B below and answer the question that follows.

Item B
Sociologists have explained high levels of working-class offending through
Others argue that this pattern in offending is inaccurate and ignores the cri
They also point out the higher likelihood of becoming victims of crime for t

Applying material from Item B and your knowledge, evaluate sociological e
offending and victimisation.

Item C
Social action theorists emphasise the importance of individuals’ free will. T
the individual interactions which are the basis of society.
However, other sociologists argue that free will is an illusion and that peop
defined by structures in society today.

Applying material from Item C and your knowledge, evaluate the usefulnes
our understanding of society.
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Practice Paper A

01

02

03

Mark Scheme

Crime and Deviance

2 marks for each of two appropriate problems clearly outlin r 1 mark for each
outlined, such as:
¢ Often actions which damage the envirorme ta. . gainst the law (1 mar

prosecuted (+1 mark).

Damage to the enviro

egal in one country but illegal in anothe
ns from one country to ancther (+1 mark).

: s 4rect animals or the environment rather than humans (1
d Ly anthropocentric definitions (+1 mark).
De d countries may dispose of toxic waste legally (1 mark), via develop
(+1 mark).
e Governments make laws (1 mark), and so will choose not to prosecute their ow!

Other relevant material should be credited.

No marks for no relevant points.

2 marks for each of three appropriate ways clearly outlined or 1 mark for each appr

e  Crimes create shared outrage (1 mark), which benefits society by reinforcing

e  Crimes can act as a safety valve (1 mark), preventing social stability from bei

. Crimes can create social change (1 mark), if society reacts positively to devia

¢  Crimes can act as a warning device (1 mark), which benefits society by identi
addressed (+1 mark).

¢ Crime can help those without access to society’s goals to achieve them (1 ma
avoiding social strain (+1 mark].

Other relevant material should be credited

No marks for no relevant poi

Level descriptors
aers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of r
realist approaches may not be effective at reducing crime and deviance

There will be two developed applications of material from the Item, e.g
work on non-utilitarian crimes that may not be committed as a result o
approaches based on marginalisation or relative deprivation ignore the

8-10

There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two reasons, e.g. ratio
situational crime prevention strategies, which may in turn only lead to t
displacement of crime; research for relative deprivation as a cause of cr
Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and un
that realist approaches may not be effective at reducing crime and devi

4-7 | There will be some successful application of material from the item, e.g

Answers in this band wilfi h
approaches may (

No relevant points.

‘ Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Chaiken; Clarke; Felson; K
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04

Marks Level descriptors

Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed kno
material on the usefulness of Marxist approaches in understand
Sophisticated understanding of the question and of the present

Appropriate material will be applied accur
the question.

y and with sensitiv

25-30

explicit and relevant. Evaluation
t perspectives on crime, or by locatin
ves. Analysis will show clear explanation. Approp

Analysis and ev.
evaluatin
'

in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but inco
of a number of significant aspects of the question; good underst

19-24 Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the questi
inadequately focused.

Some limited explicit evaluation — for example, of the idea of cri
appropriate analysis, e.g. clear explanations of some of the pres

Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but li
broadly accurate, if basic, account of how capitalism might caus
limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial under

13-18 Applying listed material from the general topic area but with lim
issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of mor

Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing posit
points. Analysis will be limited, with an ending towards th

Answers in this band will show & }Ev‘éloped knowledge,
points about white-c rstanding of only limited a
understandinzuus .nted material.
7-12 . ) .
pptication of suitable material, and/or material often a
n, e.g. accounts of theories/studies of crime with little re

Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are th

Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, e.g. one
about crime and deviance in general. Very little / no understand
presented material.

1-6
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.
No analysis or evaluation.
0 No relevant points.
Indicative Content

Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: crimogenic capitalism; co
and safety laws; property law; ideological state appare
law enforcement; social control; white-collar crir
criminology; false consciousness

ion; blue-collar crime

or other relevant ones: Althusser; Chambliss;
or; Walton; Young

Sources may incl
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05

Theory and Methods

Marks Level descriptors
Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and unders
the feminist perspective to explain today’s society.

8-10

appropriate analysis, e.g. evolution in socialisation
ng to a more equal society, and hegemonic patriarchal gen
better education and opportunities for women; inequality in mo
capitalism and class than patriarchy and gender, with working-cl
than middle-class women.

Answers in this band will show a reasonable to good knowledge
problems of using the feminist perspective to explain today’s so

There will be one or two applications of relevant material, e.g. f
experience where in fact the lives of women of different ethnici

There will be some basic analysis.

1-3

Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or n
the material.

There will be limited focus on the question, e.g. there may be so
of feminism.

There will be limited or no

0

No relevant poin!

e IgnC¥ES class inequalities

o Recent legislation and developments have created a more equal society, ma
. Pick-and-mixing of gender roles in modern society

o Liberal feminism ignores the fundamental inequalities underlying society

Oakley; Weber

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Ansley; De Beauvoir; F
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06

Marks Level descriptors

Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed kno
material on the advantages of using quantitative methods in soc
understanding of the question and of the presented material wi
Appropriate material will be applied accurztaly and with sensitiv
17-20 question,

explicit and relevant. Evaluation
oretical advantages of using quantitativ
ssion within the debate between positivist and
oW clear explanation. Appropriate conclusions will be dra
Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but inco
of a number of significant aspects of the question; good underst

Analysis and ev
practical.

Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the questi
inadequately focused.

13-16

Some limited explicit evaluation, e.g. of the lack of verstehen/va
and/or some appropriate analysis, e.g. clear explanations of som

Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but li
accurate, if basic, account of some advantages of quantitative m
limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial unders

Applying listed material from the general topic area but with lim

9-12 . ; . .
issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of mor

Evaluation will take the form of juxtan f listed disadvant

tending towards the
Answers in thiu

Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often a
question, e.g. drifting into answer about qualitative methods.

Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are th

Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, e.g. one
about sociological research methods in general. Very little / no u
the presented material.

1-4
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.
No analysis or evaluation.
0 No relevant points.
Indicative Content

Concepts and issues such as the following may ¢ jp litative data; quantita
objectivity; official statistics; laboratory
structured interviews; inter

social facts; triangul

. vjectivity; reliability; representativene
alue-free; value-laden; verstehen

o9 clude the following or other relevant ones: Comte; Durkheim; Gra
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Practice Paper B
Crime and Deviance

01 2 marks for each of two appropriate functions clearly outlined or 1 mark for each
outlined, such as:
e  Tomaintain boundaries (1 mark), as the punishment of
e Toreinforce capitalism (1 mark), by punishing we
repressive state apparatus (+1 mark). ’
e Torehabilitate criminals (1 mar!d
of society (+1 mark).
e Toactasad iy, by using prison to put criminals off offending

‘minals maintains t
s criminals but no

aucation and counselling so that

No marks for no relevant points.

02 2 marks for each of three appropriate criticisms clearly outlined or 1 mark for eac

outlined, such as:

¢  They are deterministic (1 mark), and cannot explain why most who experien
crime (+1 mark).

¢  They claims are not supported by enough data (1 mark), with little research i

¢ They only focus on working-class crime (1 mark), and so ignore white-collar ¢

¢ They cannot explain why crime levels are falling (1 mark), and would expect
levels of crime (+1 mark).

e They focus on victims rather than offenders (1 mark), and so overlook the ratio

Other relevant material should be credited.

No marks for no relevant points.

03

Marks Level descriptors
sﬁ‘gw good knowledge and understanding of r

ay be more likely to form criminal subcultures.

Answers

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

& will be two developed applications of material from the Item, e.g

8-10 | ories; subcultural theories as a response to relative deprivation.

There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two reasons, e.g. relati
joining criminal subcultures although others might choose to conform t
relative deprivation as a cause of crime lacks objective data.

Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and un
that certain groups may be more likely to form criminal subcultures.

There will be some successful application of material from the item, e.g
structure might be available in the form of criminal subcultures in some COPYRIGHT

retreatist subcultures are available.
PROTECTED

There will be some analysis/evaluation.
Answers in this band will show limited know

ig

Qg
Education

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Box; Cohen; Cloward a
Young; Ruggiero and Khan; Valier
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04

Marks Level descriptors
Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed kno
material on the relationship between globalisation and crime. S
question and of the presented material will be shown.

Appropriate material will be applied accur
question,

y and with sensitiv

25-30

Analysis and ev. explicit and relevant. Evaluation
evaluatin green and state crime, or by locating th

; ves. Analysis will show clear explanation. Approp
in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but inco
of a number of significant aspects of the question; good underst

Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the questi
19-24 inadequately focused.

Some limited explicit evaluation — for example, of the idea of glo
and local criminality — and/or some appropriate analysis, e.g. cle
presented material.
Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but li
broadly accurate, if basic, account of how globalisation might ca
limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial under

13-18 Applying listed material from the general topic area but with lim
issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of mor

points. Analysis will be limi i rs‘tending towards th
Answers in this band ‘undeveloped knowledge,
rorganised crime. Understanding of o
g of the presented material.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

application of suitable material, and/or material often a
question, e.g. accounts of thearies/studies of crime with little re

Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are th

Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, e.g. one
about crime and deviance in general. Very little / no understand
presented material.

1-6
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.
No analysis or evaluation. COPYR'GHT
0 No relevant points. PROTECTED
Indicative Content

trafficking; biopiracy;
c green crime; ecocentric
_ ‘trafficking; late modern society; McM
rrorism; transnational corporations; transnati

Concepts and issues such as the following mav.ay. jea
global risk society; glocalism; green crim
secondary green crime; hum 1
theory; state cnm ;

ig

Qg
Education

fco ciudé the following or other relevant ones: Beck; Castells; Cohen;

P

and Dun\e#®am; Karofi and Mwanza; McLaughlin; Newburn and Reiner; White; H
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Theory and Methods

05

Marks Level descriptors
Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and unders
values should not enter sociological research

There will be two applications ¢
so that objectivity ca 1 m_eddthe research of value-free

8-10

appropriate analysis, e.g. positivist sociologists arg
rch, and that this enables them to establish scientific socia
research carried out by feminist or Marxist sociologists is heavil
means their findings must be rejected as unreliable and subjecti
Answers in this band will show a reasonable to good knowledge
arguments that values should not enter sociological research.

4-7 There will be one or two applications of relevant material, e.g. v
research if a scientific approach is desired.

There will be some basic analysis.
Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or n
the material.

1-3 There will be limited focus on the question, e.g. there may be so
value-laden sociology.

There will be limited or no analysi
0 No relevant points.

Indicative content

Answers mayv incliAd and/or other relevant points:

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

e  Pos™ research methods favour reliability, which cannot be achieved if so
o Governments are more receptive to research that is value-free
. Interpretivist sociology is unreliable because of the values or ideologies of re

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Comte; Durkheim; Ma

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education

Practice Papers for A Level AQA Sociology: Paper 3 Page 40 of 50




06

Marks Level descriptors

Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed kno
material on the usefulness of postmodernist approaches in und
understanding of the question and of the presented material wi

Appropriate material will be applied accuratoliand with sensitivity

17-20

"debate with other theorists on the end

. Analysis will show clear explanation. Appropri
in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but inco
of a number of significant aspects of the question; good underst

the discu

13-16 Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the questi
inadequately focused.

Some limited explicit evaluation, e.g. of the lack of evidence for
and/or some appropriate analysis, e.g. clear explanations of som

Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but li
broadly accurate, if basic, account of some postmodernist appro
limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial under

9-12 Applying listed material from the general topic area but with lim
issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of mor

Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of alternative perspe
one or two isolated stated points. Analv e limited, with ans

Answers in this band will show & ‘ }Ev‘éloped knowledge,
points about postmo anding of only limited asp
understandinzuus .nted material.

pptication of suitable material, and/or material often a
n, e.g. drifting into answer about feminism, functionalism

Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are th

Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, e.g. one
about sociological theories in general. Very little / no understan
presented material.

1-4
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.
No analysis or evaluation.
0 No relevant points.
Indicative Content

Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: consumption; consumer s
class; disembedding; globalisation; grand theories; hyr hybridity; individ
modernity; metanarratives; media saturation..m e modernity; phenom
reflexivity; risk society; simulacra

or other relevant ones: Baudrillard; Beck; Cico

Sources may incl
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