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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource covers the A Level Year 2 AQA Religious Studies specification for Component 1A: Philosophy of
Religion, and includes the following content:

Religious Language

Miracles

Verification and falsification

Always check the exam board
Analogy and symbols

website for new information,
including changes to the

specification and sample
Understandings of miracles ASEEESIERE rterial

David Hume and Maurice Wiles on miracles

Self, death and the afterlife

Body and soul
Continuing existence after death

The resource is split into five sections as follows:

1.
2.

A4 teacher information pages.

Three A3 revision posters, between them covering the seven subtopics. These are labelled: n to n
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Four A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves,
but are also provided in a separate answer document (see section 5). These are labelled with numbers inside

white circles: @

Exam-style questions, modelled on those found in the A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: )

Eight A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3 subtopic
activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have enough space
for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

A4 answer sheets. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendly, AQA-style mark schemes are also provided
for the exam-style questions.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
to revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.

December 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Cognitive ideas are ones which express

Phlosophy of Religion. | 1 |

Statements whose definitions

prove themselves (a priori)

able to critique it becomes more challe:

propositions and, therefore, can be said to be
either true or false, and non-cognitive statements
are ones which cannot be said to be true or false. If
religious language is cognitive, then it can arguably
be questioned on its factual basis, but if it is
considered non-cognitive, then the issue of being

nging.

Verification and Falsification debates are

challenges to the idea that religious language can
be considered (and proved) to be meaningful.

Verification and
Talsification Debates

Al Ayer posited that there are b forms of verifiable statementsithose which have strong v
and those that have weak verification: Strong statements have been proved inexper
statements cauld thieoretically béiproved Therdisrdissuse  smpitical BVider

hummansiare flawed: With the sxception tf taiitologies itis inpossible 3
Religiousistatements by eithier teitetia have noimeaningiwhat

would renderthe Bntiradisciphneiof philosoptiy conl_‘

Anthony Flewiuseda par |
explotersin aigarden One
the gardaner becatise ther
Flew argies that theists mii
woildichiange their minds n tietirst option, Flew argies teligion could be meamngful bt ralsifiable: In
thi éecond pption; religiotsiangliapewold béfalse butmeaningless itis Achallengeihe lays to théists!

shesdondidossnotiTheSceptic explorer does not
elieving explorerchnoses topnoraithat Through

bielieye in
this analogy

Analytic/Synthetic/Contingent
Analytic — statements which contain meaning and evidence within themselves.

Contingent — statements that could be either true or false dependent on the context.

\

Synthetic — statements which do not contain meaning and evidence within themselves but are related.

These are different categories of statements which can help us to understand these discussions.

Aristotle Had ideasisurfounding analogy. His theonyiwas that'if
Words which have twoithings shiare @ commoiiattrbute then what miay Beitoie
more than one for:oneiof the pairwillbe tige for theiothisr. They dre alike
meaning. insofar asithey share that common attriblite; He'gives four

criteria regarding analogy:

I The steength ofan anplogy isidependent onFowisimilar the

twiaithings whichigra beingcompared are:

Heargiies that similarities within‘analogies can be found
onlidin thingswhich have theisame pfopeities:

Souiid adalogies will have astrong common dehaminator:
Gonthargiiments o analoglesidoinet rely oivassumed
knowledge reparding the coimmon derominator

_

Words which only
have one meaning
— can only be
interpreted in one
way.

Via negativa — the idea that we cannot \
use human language to effectively g
describe God as God goes beyr, Y
human understanding of thes:
We cannot make positive asser Q@w
about God, but are able to make %,M&
assertions about what God is not,
we can gain knowledge from this.

.3s 1owards the end
of explaining a separate

concept. This is one of
the methods used to
explain belief in God.

Analogy of proportionality —
An analogy that uses *.

word to descrhe tw
things i th,

gond pet’ and ‘That
girl is a good person’ uses the
same word (good) but the girl,
as a human, is capable of
being good to a much higher
extent. The same applies when
we say ‘God loves us’ is like
when ‘Dave loves Jane’ but the
nature of God’s love is
infinitely higher.

Hick argued that statements
true or false can only be pro
known as the parable of the
and one believes they are tr:
road will be rewarded by a ki
meaningless. Both approach
revealed upon reaching the
and the afterlife —we will on

osoper Paul Tillichi{1886- 1965  Iaid 3'g
syihbols within religious Tanguage and the im
philosophy of religion. He afgusdthat ianpia
Betweena symboland asigii= disigniis a pra
sybalipotnts toimuctidedper ineating: for
sentiment beyontd simply poifting 1o aicount
are stibldit toichange. He also assentsthatisy
of s 'countiy participatesin this nationalityit
cognitiveigs s reasonablato anguireiabbit

Strengths and Weaknesses of Aquinas: William Blackstone suggests that analogous language is not useful because the terms used
have to first be translated into univocal language in order to have any meaning, and then converted into analogous language.
Another problem is that it can be unclear to what extent or in what way human love is analogous to God’s love. However,
analogous language is consistent with the view held by many Christians that God is mysterious, transcendent and partially beyond
human understanding. it also allows descriptions of God that are not univocal and, therefore, limit God’s nature or involve

anthropomorphism (describing God in human terms). It allows positive statements about God, as well as easily conveying complex or new ideas.

Strengths of symbols:
Symbols make sense to human psych
use symbols a lot in life, from countr)
symbols used to communicate mean
are useful in communicating religiou.
They help us to communicate ideas a:
meaning of life and the meaning of p
life. They allow discussions of the co.
God without the need for literally mi
statement, such as within the vig ne
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Hunie believeidmiracleswete inipossi

(Phij.ozwph.q Of ‘Rellgimt He eritiques accounts of miracles as h

people wiionihe wanld coniiderito b
Example of a Miracle

He dlso argdesthat theiare ofteniwit
consideradito be Biased and; therefo
One example of a realist view of a miracle is the explosion at West Side Baptist Church He argiies that they cannot be proved
(Beatrice, Nebraska, USA) in the 1950s. The church exploded at the time at which a choir was
due to practice. However, as a result of various different factors, all 15 members of the choir
were late to choir rehearsal and, therefore, were not injured or killed in the explosion. A realist
might consider this a miracle. An anti-realist would consider this an extraordinary ceincidence
— but simply o coincidence.

He drgussthatmiracles:arelinterpret:
thie supernatural:

He dlso drguesithatiit tends to'be'peo
¥ kproting who witness miracles:

featist | ,
The view of miracles as a realist is linked to a realist view of the world. Realists believe that you can £ A mmmneme
understand the world via observation and science, and that these are truths independent of *! : ’ :
human mind. A realist views miracles as real things which happen, potentially cause-.:
Examples of those who hold realist views include Hume and Mackie — hower:

that both of these scholars did not believe that ‘miraculous’ events w .
they actually happened.

|
Indi-realist

An anti-realist view of miracles is

‘Realist and fInti-Realiat
Views of Miracles

e idea that we are able to understand the world
independently of the mind, as it is g that we interpret what we observe. Therefore,
the word ‘God’ can never have a cog® neaning. Therefore, miracles do not actually occur. For
example, Tillich believes that miracles are not the intervention of God but rather naturally occurring
events which point towards the wider wonder of being. Hick believed that such events were a
religious interpretation of an event which occurred in normality. R F Holland argues that many
people attribute unlikely coincidences with beneficial consequences as being miracles erroneously.

Theist
An individual wh

Improbable

A scientific principle about how the world Something that is unlikely to happen given i i
; ;o ) : (o P believes in God
works. It is based on empirical evidence and past experience or scienfific thinking
believed to be constant and unbreakable. based on evidence and reason.

An individual who belie
created the world but has n
interacted with the world

Natural law is the state of nature when left to its own devices —the state of
the world as it occurs. An example of this is seasons — the natural progression
of the state of nature from winter to spring to summer to autumn, and
onwards. Therefore, natural laws dictate what is and what isn’t possible. For
example, gravity is a law of nature and to naturally be able to fly is to violate
the law of gravity. Natural laws are the result of our experience — e.g. we have G bW ot hatire by e g
experienced that gravity holds us to the ground, and that we are not naturally bytha interpostionor - i i

able to break the law of gravity. Indeed, it is His

David Hiime defined miracles asbeing=

a viofatic

; tre supposediy asiairesult ofthe
Mirvactes as a Natural vent : oo ponwil, and that il s of a deity. Remember,
Gy e Was an atheist = meaning he did not belisve in
miracles;ias haididinot believe that there wia deity who
wouldexercisehiswill to catse aimiracle;

In Hume's argument, a miracle neer< to violat~ 1
nature in order to be considzg Y
natural event is willed anc 5
miracle, then theoretically ] wh
violate the laws of nature ¢ &_ﬂ&“\ dto be a
miracle. Everything which ht ‘E’é‘} perience could be
considered miraculous. Think, w2s-example, of common
phrases such as ‘the miracle of childbirth’.

Stgnificance of theae views to Religions Belief

Miracles are highly important within the Bible and the ministry of Jesus — without the miracle of
the resurrection, the faith of Christianity could not exist. Therefore, if we deny miracles, we

remove the value of miracles for religious faith.

If miracles are merely the result of our psychology, as Hume posits, then is God merely part of
our psychology?

Wiles’ version of miracles (i.e. that God does not intervene and that they did not occur) does go
some way to solving the problem of evil. Indeed, it was written as a response to this challenge.
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(Ph.i.l(mophg,oj (Reu-gjﬂﬂ The philosophical debate regarding the relationship betwee

issue boils down to the argument between whether or not
they are separate entities. The main two include dualism and
including ideas such as substance dualism and materialism. T}
self — are the soul and the body separate? And how does th

Descartes argtied for substance dualism in his 1641 Medications on First
Philosophy. Hebelieved that the'body and soul were two distinctlyidifferent
substances with divergent essential natures, He terms these;

e i Bbdy Sresiendensai aniextendad sUbstance

« = Mind/Soul = res cognita = a mental, non-extended substance

His arguments forthe existence ofithe souliare as follows:

Argument from doubt:
i) | am able to doubt that my physical body exists.

i} Doubt is a form of thinking and | cannot doubt that | am thinki
i}y | can doubt/think; therefore, | am. ;

| gt
Argument from divisibility an. oy
i) All bodies are extended ir \g a’i‘“‘\ divisible).
i} Minds are not divisible (an %%
iiiy Therefore, these two things are considered to be radically different.

| | Self, Death and

Argument from clear and distinct perception:

i} | can perceive things as being created as two separate things.
i} | have a clear idea of myself as a non-extended thinking thing.
iii) | have an idea of my body as an extended non-thinking thing.
iv) These two things need to exist separately.

v)  Therefore, myself and my body are separate. j

Interaction: Descartes also argues that the pineal gland in the brain is the
point at which the separate entities of the soul and body are able to
interact. This is the physical point where these two separate substances
are joined.

/'Pleplimthqu

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

/
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This is a thought experiment posited by John Hick about the afterlife. Rebirth

He argues we cannot conceive of an individual without a body. Rebirth is the Bud

Therefore, if there is an afterlife, there must be a body. To conve; “The best-known example is Jesus Christ {mind and body i \

idea of a replica of the afterlife, Hick uses three differer* n the Christian faith. This is bodily resurrection; possibly in the we lg
regarding the death of John Smith and replicas f : : the belief that the physical body will be that no aspect of } j

with the same DNA, memoriesz 3 : iR S Smit resurrected by God. Within Christianity, heavenly one. A common

had. He poses the questic o i bodies will have certain ‘qualities’. These are: candle from ano 09
would accept this new re, 3 : . Impuassability — those resurrected dre from one to the

vacuum of the thought ex; = physically beyond the pain and suffering as nirvana. To o Educcrtion
Hick’s theory of ‘soul-makir. experience of humans and unable to nature of ultimate

stipulating only one replica ataime Hick somewhat avoids the experience suffering. Hatute oFduikiha

potential issue of obvious dualism within identity which would have e Glory/Brightness — to experience this anatta (no-soul)

resulted in a paradox. However, Vardy critiques this idea on the basis of requires a body; however, this is described

value — he argues that a copy of something is not as valuable as the as manifesting in a variety of different ways. There is a similar é

original. The new John would not have the same value as the old. Brian e Powerful — the heavenly bodies of the more emphasis ot

Davies stipulates that replica theory does little to offer comfort to those resurrected are freed from the feeble limits outcome of acti

Q}ncerned about what waits for them in the afterlife. / \ of earthly bodies. / \ outcome is mor:




1. Define and explain Ayer’s two forms of verifiable
statements.

verification

3. Explain each word or term
in the space provided.

. Give an example of both a cognitive
and a non-coghnitive statement.

2. Write the correct multiple-choice

answers from the box to the right into

the gaps in the sentences below. a

b

c

Anthony Flew used a a about two d
explorers in a garden in order to put forward his ideas e
aboutb f

tale sermon parable
verification falsification  subjugation
Teacher God Gardener
Joy Weeds Flowers
Theists atheists Christians

meaningful meaningless meaning

One of the explorers believes in the existence of a
c whereas the other explorer does not. The
sceptic explorer does not believe because of the existence of

d . but the believing explorer ¢! .. »

ignore that.

admit that no evidence would change their minds.
In the first option, Flew argues religious claims could be
meaningful but falsifiable whereas in the second it would be

false but ultimately f

text. Al

so fill in the
gaps.

Dawkins

Accepted

Language

2>A

people interpret the same words

different meaning to different gr

= For example, those such as B

will interpret the concept of God

different way to a Christian. They

different things when they talk a
= Language games has been large
C by religiou

argue it makes discussions about

' philosophy with non-believers ea
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1

2. Which of the fol

Give an example of a symbol

statements can oi
God is not?
a) Vianegativa

b) Via positiva

c) Equivocal

Univocal

Explain the terms
in the two boxes
to the right.

Explain key ideas about the analogy of proportionality.

e e S e
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where appropriate.

Summarise the views of miracles in the
boxes below — make reference to scholars

a) Anti-realist

b) Realist

____________________________________________________________

4. Summarise Hume's view on miracles.

6. In the boxes,
right, give one
strength and
onhe weakness
of Hume's and
Wiles's
viewpoints

2. Explain each word or term
in the space provided.

|

Improbable ”

Natural Law

Give a brief account of an example »f 2
miracle as a natural event. ‘

7. Exam Practice: ‘David Hun
Evaluate this viewpoint. (1

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Self, Death and the fterlife

1o he spare proviaod ceow Bl e e 4. Fill in the definitions in the table below with the

pent of Descartes argument for the different viewpoints of the states of soul and body.
existence of the soul.

Argument from doubt:

Dualism

ii)

i i

. . Dualism

Monism

Materialism

In the first box, define 'resurrection’; in the sec
down the 'qualities’ of this within Christian tho

2. Which of the following is the theory about life after
death posited by John Hick?

7

A. Rebirth
B. Reincarnation
C. Replica theory

1
1
1
1
]
1
1
1
1
1
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Verification and Falsification debates
are challenges to the idea that religious
language can be considered (and

A J Ayer posited that th
and those that have we
statements could theor
humans are flawed. Wit
Religious statemenits by
It would render the enti

ngitive ideas are ones which\

express propositions and,
therefore, can be said to be
either true or false, and non-
cognitive statements are ones
which cannot be said to be true Anthony Flew
or false. If religious language is
cognitive, then it can arguably
be questioned on its factual . ignare that. Th
basis, but if it is considered ' could disprove
non-cognitive, then the issue of : / argues religion
being able to critique it

Qecomes more challenging. /

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

would be false

ig

Analytic/Synthetic/Contingent

hese are different categories of statements which can help us to unde
Analytic — statements which contain meaning and evidence within the
Synthetic — statements which do not contain meaning and evidence wi
Contingent — statements that could be either true or false dependent ¢

2

Education |
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R M Hare challenged Flew's ideas with his own analogy.
about a madman who believes all dons want to kill him.
This is known as the Parable of the Lunatic. He argues
that while the dons might not want to kill the madman,
he truly believes thisis true. Hick argues that the
madman might be looking at the same evidence as his
friends who deny the murderous motivations of the
dons, but they might be interpreting it differently
depending on their world view. Hare terms such ideas
as bliks, which he argues are unfalsifiable

Language that
particular topic, has particular
meaning within that context and
serves a unique function or purpose.

road will b
meaningle
revealed u

Eschatological verification is the idea t
certain ideas, such as the existence of t
afterlife, will be verified following deat
Hick argued that this was true of Christ

=~

[ ‘Wittgenatein's language Games —

. Ludwig Wittgenstein developed a theory called L

. He argues that theists z..d atheists, when discuss

. The meanine ~f © o is being used is more im

. He crivoz 55T gyil .ga game of sports — for
rest ‘anth uge amount of confusion.

. Should this theory be correct, theists and atheist
. Many religious people have responded very posit

. Among Wittgenstein’s other theories, he also pos

- all and a basketball are hugely differen
~ uype of ball.

If you try to treat them the same way, there will
It is not the ball, but the context which is importa:
So too it is not the word but the context which in
In the same way, he argues that believers and no
What Richard Dawkins means when he uses the
when they use the word ‘God’.

philosophy while not compromising belief.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Aristotle had ideas surrounding analogy. His theory was that if
two things share a common attribute, then what may be true
for one of the pair will be true for the other. They are alike
insofar as they share that common attribute. He gives four
criteria regarding analogy:

1. The strength of an analogy is dependent on he '
twio things which are being compared
He argues that similarities with
only in things -l '

knowledge r{Z:augi®ne common denominator.

meaning
interprete

/Analogy of proportionality — An
analogy that uses the same word to
describe two different things but the

Religious language
word is used in a different sense (to a M'ﬂnﬂ]-o%

Philosopher Paul Tillich

symbols within religious
philosophy of religion. H
between a symbol and a

different proportion), e.g. to say ‘That
dog is a good pet’ and ‘That girl is a

good person’ uses the same word

(good) but the girl, as a human, is
capable of being good to a much

symbol points to much d
sentiment beyond simpl
are subject to change. H

higher extent. The same applies when
we say ‘God loves us’ is like when
‘Dave loves Jane’ but the nature of

\God’s love is infinitely higher. /\A

Analogy is the use of
comparison between

plain belief in God.

w cognitive as it is reasona

Strengths of symbols:
Symbols make sense to h
use symbols a lot in life,
symbols used to commu
are useful in communica
They help us to commun

describe Got ; beyond our
human under§ikiag these words.
We cannot mak sitive assertions
about God, but are able to make
assertions about what God is not, and

Kwe can gain knowledge from this. /

meaning of life and the
life. They allow discussio
God without the need fo
statement, such as withi
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Tealist | finti-realist
The view of miracles as a realist is linked to o realist view of the world. Realists believr . A” anti-realist view
that you can understand the world via observation and science, and that these - e'ir hs independently of th

the word ‘God’ can
example, Tillich bel
events which point
religious interpreta
people attribute un

independent of the human mind. A realist views miracles as real thing h kL
potentially caused by a deity. Examples of those who hold rz ‘ e H
Mackie — however, it should be noted that both of tF..iist

/ £
One example of ®5ist view of a miracle is the explosion at

West Side Baptist Church (Beatrice, Nebraska, USA) in the 1950s.
The church exploded at the time at which a choir was due to
practice. However, as a result of various different factors, all 15
members of the choir were late to choir rehearsal and, therefore,
were not injured or killed in the explosion. A realist might
consider this a miracle. An anti-realist would consider this an
\extraordinarv coincidence — but simply a coincidence. /

‘Realist and 1Inti- Realist
Views of Miracles

Hume defined miracles as being a ‘transgres

fa law of nature by a particular volition of the dej
by the interposition of some invisible agent’ (1777)
Indeed. it is Hume's ideas on miracles being classifi
a violation of hatural law which are the most influe

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

/InHume’s argument, a miracle needs to vi
the laws of nature in order to be

9

ag

miracle, the o ly «ny natural event
3% he laws of nature could
wroe a miracle. Everything which
human beings experience could be considered
miraculous. Think, for example, of common

Qhrases such as ‘the miracle of childbirth’. j

As Hume defined it — 3 miracle is something which

violates a law of nature, supposedly as a result of t
exercising of will, and that will is of a deity. Remem
Hume was an atheist — meaning he did not believe

miracles, as he did not believe that there is a deity

wolld exercise his will to catise a miracle

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Hume believed miracles were impossible.

He critigues accounts of miracles as he arpues that they are never wrtnessed
peaple whom he would consider to have sufficient sense. '

He also argues that they are often witnessed by religious beli- ‘s,

considered fo be biased and, therefore, Jess rehablp
He argues that they cannot be proved empir.

the supernatural.
He also are g

An individual who believes that

An individual who God created the world but has
believes in God. not intervened or interacted
with the world since creation.

however, in Wiles’ view this is hot possible, which undercuts
the meaning of miracles and subsequent teaching. : aurice Wiles (1923-2005) w
. Can human reason be considered able to limit the role and ' miracles were a real thing.
______ c _h_a[a_cffl‘is_a'fi?f_\?f E‘ift_if____ L » ’ He believed that they were no
He tied his theory on miracles
f e e T LoETEE God to choopse to not interven

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Weaknesses 1
) Potentially might frame Wiles as more of a deist than a theist. |
1
. Does not fit with traditional teaching and biblical narratives. !
1
1
1
1
1
1

!
1
1
:
1
e Miracles have traditionally shown God’s love and power —
:
:
1
1
1
1
1

ig

. er than abandonment. Christianity) or he would not 3

1

1

i A

Lo : ) ‘mi ie. However, he argues that choo
! . He argues that there was ane
e i e He argues that the miracles in
1

:

1

2
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is considered to be one of the biggest issue for theists. If God He argties, however, that pray
intervenes sometimes then this would bring in the problem of
evil — why would a good God only save some? If he does not
intervene, this is solved.



the resurrection, the faith of Christianity could not exist. ™ . -
remove the value of miracles for religious faith. '

If miracles are merely the result of o\,
our psychology? S

o
e e

Significance of these views to Religious Belief

W 25 and Hume agree o
: - key point of the existenc
AT while Wiles believes ther
. Hume is realist in his app
. Hume views miracles as

case, the idea of interven
° Their ideas about the val
violate the laws of nature

\ religious value of tales of i

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Self, Death and the fiftertife (1)

Descartes argued for substance dualism in his 1641 Medications on First
Philosophy. He believed that the body and soul were two distinctly dnfferent
sybstances with divergent essential natures. He terms these;
¢  Body =res exiensa = an extended substance

Mind/Soul = res cognita — a mental, non-exte-

His arguments for the existence of

i) W00t that my physical body exists.
ii) Doubtisa form of thinking and | cannot doubt that | am thinking.
iii) I can doubt/think; therefore, | am.

Argument from divisibility and non-divisibility:

i} All bodies are extended in space (and are divisible).
i)  Minds are not divisible (and extended).

iii) Therefore, these two things are considered to be radically different.

Argument from clear and distinct perception:

i) | can perceive things as being created as two separate thing .
ii) I have a clear idea of myself as a non-extended thir’ ..~
iii) 1 have an idea of my body as an extended nr i 3
iv) These two things need to exist senz. e 7.~ = Dualism
v

Substance
Dualism

Interaction: DeNg@e®
point at which the separate entities of the soul and body are able to

interact. This is the physical point where these two separate substances
are joined. Materialism

Monism

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Self, Death and the flfterlife (2)

‘Replica theory, /ryiwmqmw%mm
This is a thought experiment posited by John Hick about the T4

afterlife. He argues we cannot conceive of an individual without a
body. Therefore, if there is an afterlife, there must be a bo :

is is-a philosophical idea t
+ part of human beings. Plato
the soul is separate. It is imm
be corrupted by disease. The
the body is part of the world
cycle is similar for the soul t
existence of the soul goes as

whether or not \ @S- SER i) We are able in our min
Smith. Within the e i) We have ideas of differ
logically. It fits weilg ’s theory of ‘soul-making’ regarding evil i) We have a drive towar
and suffering. By stipulating only one replica at a time Hick iv) We are able to examin
somewhat avoids the potential issue of obvious dualism within v)  We want to live forever

identity which would have resulted in a paradox. However, Vardy
critiques this idea on the basis of value — he argues that a copy of
something is not as valuable as the original. The new John would not
have the same value as the old. Brian Davies stipulates that replica
theory does little to offer comfort to those concerned about what

vi)  We have idea and storie.
We share an idea of m

\waits for them in the afterlife. J
/'Rewrrecﬁon N / Rebirth
This is the returning to life after the occurrence of Rebirth is the.2ociiist Stion that upon death
death. The best-known example is Jesus Christ in the andbe i g ?\ew""’body and is born agai COPYRIGHT
Christian faith. This is bodily resurrection; the belief w rld 2 yu.orealm. It emphasises the idea PROTECTED

that the physical body will be resurrected by God. ¥

ious being is transferred to the new one. A
Within Christianity, heavenly bodies will have

# tsed to explain this is the lighting of a candle f
certain ‘qualities’. These are: rE during which no substance travels from one to
Impassability —those resur. « A &y icatly the cycle of rebirth is known as nirvana. To obt

beyond thg HQ ds !, o seidence of must understand the nature of ultimate reality

humans (EEERNER to0 _werience suffering. understanding the nature of dukkha (suffering
i > experience this requires a (impermanence) and anatta (no-soul) — the thr

Education |
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body; howe s described as manifesting

in a variety of different ways. There is a similar notion of karma within Budd
. Powerful — the heavenly bodies of the emphasis on the intention behind moral action

resurrected are freed from the feeble limits of actions matter but the intention or intended o

earthly bodies. important.
. /N




Mark Schemes
Levels of Response (A Level)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)
o Answer will communicate a strong knowledge base showing nuan
5 with fully relevant information included.
(9-10 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
marks) » Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating
context and meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will communicate a good knowledge base showing nuanc
4 with mostly relevant information included.
(7-8 e Reference to the scholars, views and Sour . wisdom and autho
marks) correct.
» Use of specific language _
the context and
. ' icate an adequate knowledge base showing s
3 B e nation included.
(5-6 ' R: i.rence to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
marks) correct
» Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfacto
meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will communicate a limited knowledge base showing und
2 information included.
(3-4 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
marks) correct.
» Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfacto
the context and meaning of these phrases.
1 e Answer will communicate a poor knowledge base showing very li
(1-2 understanding with little relevant information included.
marks) o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
o Use of specific language will not be applied, or if it is it will be appl
Level Levels of Response (A02)
o Answer will display outstanding analysis and evaluation of the co
6 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
(13-15 e Astrongargument will be displayed showing nuanced and balanc
marks) e Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating
context and meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will display above average analysis and evaluation of the
4 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
(10-12 correct.
marks) * Anabove average argument will be displayed showing balanced u
Use of specific language will be applied accurz ly, demonstrating
the context and meaning of these phr~, ... _
* Answer will display sufficientan: .d evaluation of the conte COPYRIGHT
3 e Reference to the scbf s, . . sand sources of wisdom and autho P ROTECTE D
(7-9 correct. -
marks) | * Asuff e arent Will be displayed showing some balanced u
; L o coecific language will be applied sufficiently, demonstratin
cuntext and meaning of these phrases.
, * Answer will display fairly basic analysis and evaluation of the con
2 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
(4-6 e Abasic argument will be displayed showing some understanding,
marks) o Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactor; ‘ g
the context and meaning of these phrases. j EdUCG‘t‘iGﬂ »
1 e Answer will display poor, or lack, evaluation of the content raised 3 d
(1-3 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
marks) e A poor argument will be displayed showing limited understandin
o Use of specific language will not be applied, or if it is it will be appl
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Answers

Religious Language: Challenge of and Responses to Verificatio

1. Answers should include the following two forms of verification, however it do
they are written.
A) Strong - Statements proved in experience
B) Weak - Statements which could be theoretically proved

parable
falsification
gardener
Weeds
theists
meaningless

TEo oW

Cogmtlve ideas whi ‘( p s pr0p051t10ns and can be said to be either true

Contingent: statements that could be either true or false dependent on the co
Tautologies: Statements whose definitions prove themselves (a priori)

4. Answers could give any possible example which demonstrate the nature of co
statements. Possible examples include but are not limited to:
Cognitive: 1+1 =2
Non-Cognitive: Lying is immoral

5. A: Language B: Dawkins C: Accepted

6. R M Hare challenged Flew’s ideas with his own analogy, about a madman who b
argues that while the dons might not want to kill the madman, he truly believe
madman might be looking at the same evidence as his friends who deny the mu:
but they might be interpreting it differently depending on their world view. H
he argues are unfalsifiable. He also uses a parable known as the Parable of the
revolves around a lunatic who believes dons are out to kill him with no eviden
him, despite not being reality.

7. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Responses
mark scheme for A Level.

e  AJAyer was an English philosopher best known for his theories of verifi

e  His ideas were heavily influenced by logical positivism, a philosophical mo:

century commonly associated with the Vienna Circle (whose thoughts hea

e  He posited that there are two forms of verifiable statements those which k

that have weak verification.

. . © .i1ey instead have emotional or symbolic meaning for the in:
strate them as wholly fact, he would treat the phrases ‘There is

This does not mean they hold no significance for the person saying them -
proved to be meaningful.
e Itwould render the entire discipline of philosophy completely and utterly ;
e  While it is a useful tool in examining religious language, it should be note

has considerable flaws in that it does disprove itself.

A Level Year 2 AQA Topic on a Page: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion: Answers Pa
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Religious Language: Religion as Analogy

1. Analogy is the use of comparison between two dissimilar or similar things tow:
separate concept. This is one of the methods used to explain belief in God.

2. A -ViaNegativa

3. Univocal: Words which only have one meaning - can only be interpreted in o
Equivocal: Words which have more than one meaning

4. Analogy of proportionality is a theory which is part of Aquinas’ theory on Religi:
the same word to describe two different things but the word‘ is used in a differe:
e.g. to say ‘That dog is a good pet’ and ‘That girl is a ,goc .- son’ uses the same :
human, is capable of being good to a much high ..z te Thc same applies whe:
‘Dave loves Jane’ but the nature of God b g is me nuely higher.

5. Answers will vary deper i -
grasp of theimpe-to

make sense to human psyche — we use symbols a lot in life, from
communicate meaning.

e  They are useful in communicating religious ideas.

e  They help us to communicate ideas about the meaning of life and the mea

e  They allow discussions of the concept of God without the need for literall
the via negativa.

7.  Answers could include any three of the following weaknesses:

Symbols can become trivialised and the original meaning can be lost.
Symbols may only make sense in certain communities or contexts.
They may also be interpreted very differently across different contexts.
Symbols could become the focus of worship, e.g. the relics of saints.
Symbols could become outdated, e.g. myths.

They need to be appropriate and modernised to make sense to contempor:

8.  Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response
mark scheme for A Level.
e  Philosopher Paul Tillich (1886-1965) is considered to be one of the most i
of symbols within religious language.
e Inhis work, he laid a great emphasis on the importance of symbols within ;
importance of understanding how this works when discussing philosophy :
communicate something deeper about religious belief.
e  He argues that language is symbolic in a specific way, and that this specia
religious discussions.
e  Tillich draws a distinction between a symbol and a sig; This distinction i
e  Asignisa practical necessity communicating b=z os _natlon but a symbc
for example, a flag communicates a dPe n::dor, Yt sentiment beyond sim§
e Healso argues that symbols h-~z '. les ='ergo, they are sub]ect to char

COPYRIGHT
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argues that it symbolises the power of God, but that this symbol has somew.
the writing of the Bible, kings had absolute power and, therefore, this symt
God’s perceived power. Nowadays, the monarchs of the West (e.g. the Bri
largely symbolic. This symbol has gone through a life cycle and no longer

| EdUﬁﬂﬁGﬂ
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Miracles

1. a) Anti-realist:
An anti-realist view of miracles is one that denies that idea that we are abl¢
independently of the mind, as it is through the mind that we interpret wha:
‘God’ can never have a cognitive meaning. Therefore, miracles do not actua:
believes that miracles are not the intervention of God but rather naturall
towards the wider wonder of being. Hick believed that such events were a
which occurred in normality. R F Holland argues that many people attribut
beneficial consequences as being miracles erroneously. '

b) Realist:
The view of miracles as a realist is linked to a realist vi.w of the world. R
understand the world via observation and scie::-» ac that these are trut
A realist views miracles as real things "hi n _eqi potentially caused b
include Hume and Mackie - hew. v ¢
‘miraculous’ events were cati

be constant and unbreakable.

3. Answers here will vary depending on the example of a miracle as a natural eve
in their answer choose to make reference to a biblical miracle or a modern eve
example of a miracle which could be used here is that of Jesus walking on wate

4. David Hume:

e  Hume critiques accounts of miracles as he argues that they are never wit
would consider to have sufficient sense.

e  He also argues that they are often witnessed by religious believers, whos
biased and, therefore, less reliable.

o  He argues that they cannot be proved empirically.

e  He believed miracles were impossible. :

e Heargues that miracles are interpreted as such because our psychology lenc

e He also argues that it tends to be people who come from a lower-educated,
witness miracles.

e  Healso puts forward that many different religions have different miracle si
and, therefore, this challenges the validity of miracles.

5. The words in bold below are the missing words from the paragraph:

e  Maurice Wiles (1923-2005) was an Anglican priest and academic theolo
miracles were a real thing.

e  He believed that they were not consistent with Christian theology.

o  Hetied his theory on miracles to the problem of evil. He argues that it wo

God to choose to not intervene in historical events <. as Hiroshima or At

e  Either God would act in an arbitrary way (v 1 4 ies considered to be ing

/ ‘he argues that choosing
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. ‘the following):
-reasoned argumentation,
g rgument has been so popular that it has become inherent in dis
e  Hisargument from reason is more easily upheld rather than merely

faith.

e  Our knowledge can identify with the fact that many religions report
reason understands that all of these cannot be true. This fits with ex
e  The bias is observable and conflicting accounts can be seen.

| EdUﬁﬂﬁGﬂ

Weaknesses (Any one of the following):
e  Hume’s argument is inductive, which can only go as far as to prove p
conclusive proof
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e Itboils down to opinion regarding reliability of testimony.

e  Hume’s argument seems to hinge on the negative character of those
highly of the character of Tacitus (Roman historian) - who is known t;

e Religious people have countered that perhaps people of lower-educat:
more in need of a divine encounter.

Wiles

Strengths (Any one of the following):

e  Allows a reinterpretation of prayer rather than abandonment. ‘

e  Solves the issue of inconsistent miracles (i.e. a God who intervenes so:

e  Potentially could be argued to solve the problem of evil, which is con
issue for theists. If God intervenes sometimes then this would bring
good God only save some? If he does not intervene, this is solved.

Weaknesses (Any one of the following):

e  Potentially might frame Wiles as 20 ¢ of
e  Doesnot fit with tradltmv
) eracles have tr, 2 onia

dst than a theist

could give any one of the following weaknesses:

e  Miracles are highly important within the Bible and the ministry of Je
resurrection, the faith of Christianity could not exist. Therefore, if w
value of miracles for religious faith.

e If miracles are merely the result of our psychology as Hume posits, t
psychology?

e  Wiles’ version of miracles (i.e. that God does not intervene and that t
way to solving the problem of evil. Indeed, it was written as a respon

7. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response
mark scheme for A Level.

Arguments for:

e  David Hume defined miracles as being a ‘transgression of a law of nature
or by the interposition of some invisible agent’ (1777).

e In fact his definition of what constitutes a miracle has become largely acc
miracles, as it is very popular.

e Indeed, it is Hume’s ideas on miracles being classified as a violation of na
influential. As Hume defined it - a miracle is something which violates al
of the exercising of will, and that will is of a deity.

e  Hisarguments against miracles are largely accepted as they are such well
appeal to common sense and work logically within their structure. .

e  Furthermore, his argument from reason is more easily upheld rather than 3
justified by faith.

e  His point regarding multiple religious experiences in multiple different tra:
human experience and reason. ;

e  Our knowledge can identify with the fact that .. ?igions report religi
understands that all of these cannot be fr+ : ‘ COPYRIGHT

Thisfits with experience of thev .. 7 PROTECTED

e  Thebiasis observablp aradéc \1 fouaig ‘accounts can be seen.

Daviti' Hume’s argument only goes so far as to reject miracles should they
accept events which do not break natural law as being miracles.

e Itboils down to opinion regarding reliability of testimony.

e  Hume’s argument seems to hinge on the negative character of those who

e  However, he himself contradicts this negative viewpoint as in his life and
character of Tacitus (Roman historian), whom he believed to be incredibl

e  However, this historian is known to have reported miracles.

e  This conflict causes issues with Hume’s assertion that only ill-educated b

e  Furthermore, religious people have countered that perhaps people of low
were more in need of a divine encounter - indeed, religious figures such

| Educat:ion
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time spent with the lowly and healed many individuals who were conside
leper is highly unlikely to have been highly educated).
e  Hume was biased as he was an atheist - meaning he did not believe in mir
there is a deity who would exercise his will to cause a miracle.
e  His argument was bound to be coloured by his pre-existing view. It is imp
considering whether or not an argument is wholly successful.
e  Surely we cannot say he has disproved miracles if people continue to beli
proclaim as miracles.

Self, Death and the Afterlife

1. Argument from doubt:
i) Tam able to doubt that my physical bodyex .t .~ =
ii) Doubtis aform of thinkingand I car.-« d Sk Giatlam thinking,
iii) 1can doubt/think; therefore.. i

Argument from AL Yol and non-d1v151b111ty
» sz . ¢ tended in space (and are divisible).
not divisible (and extended).
te, these two things are considered to be radically different.

Argument from clear and distinct perception:

i) I can perceive things as being created as two separate things.

ii) Thave a clear idea of myself as a non-extended thinking thing.
iif) [have an idea of my body as an extended non-thinking thing.

iv) These two things need to exist separately.

v) Therefore, myself and my body are separate.

2. C  Replica Theory

3. A) Thisisthe returning to life after the occurrence of death.

B) i) Impassability - those resurrected are physically beyond the pain and
and unable to experience suffering.

ii)  Glory/Brightness - to experience this requires a body; however, this
variety of different ways.

iii) Powerful - the heavenly bodies of the resurrected are freed from the

The dualist view holds that human beings as an entity are a c
- that mind and body are separate facets of humanity.

Substance The substance dualist view holds that human beings as an ent
Dualism two substances, positing that mind and body are different subs:
The monist view holds that human belngs as an entity are not i
but rather one. .
The materialist view holds that hv 4. d‘el.;gs as an entity are
the same regardless of vh. th r ox ot one is discussing mind

Dualism

Monism
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Materialism

5. Rebirth is the Buddhist not’ :» that 1 oideath, the namarupa (mind and body)

again, p0551bly inth. A d _aiother realm. It emphasises the idea that no asp
th ¢ - one. A common example used to explain this is the lightin
o sitbstance travels from one to the other. The end of the cycle of
dividuals must understand the nature of ultimate reality. This invo
of dukkha (suffering), anicca (impermanence) and anatta (no-soul) - the three

6. This is a belief within religions such as Hinduism, the Scriptures of which (kno
reincarnation. Within Hinduism, life is a continuous chain of life and death kno
independent of the body and changes form with each life cycle, which is known
The shashira is the body which can perish and is subject to change, whereas th
immutable. The next form taken of a life cycle is a consequence of moral choice
known as karma. Individuals seek to become moral in order to better their sou
which is liberation from the never-ending life cycles.

| EdUﬁﬂﬁGﬂ

A Level Year 2 AQA Topic on a Page: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion: Answers Pag



7. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response i
mark scheme for A Level.

Arguments for:

e A materialist would argue in favour of this statement.

e A materialist is an individual who believes that human beings as an entity
the same regardless of whether or not one is discussing mind and body.

e  Therefore, when one substance (the body) ceases to exist, it would follow
exist.

e  Such an individual does not believe in the soul as being a separate spiritu
the self as being tied only to chemical reactions within the brain. ‘

e When the brain and body die so does the self. No soul would follow so no a:

e  Furthermore, there is no current proof of the afterlife. _

e All theories about the afterlife are rooted either i (. jous faith (i.e. rebi
logical philosophy (Descartes’ ideas) and « it fie . ot this world.

Arguments against:
e  Descartes would arguz.
separate entlt‘ B

nfiuential Greek philosopher, would also argue against this. Asa :
for the immortality of the soul.

e  Those who are Christians would disagree with this statement, as there is

resurrection within Christianity.

This is the returning to life after the occurrence of death.

The best-known example is Jesus Christ in the Christian faith.

This is bodily resurrection; the belief that the physical body will be resur

Within Christianity, the different states of bodies of individuals will depenc

destined for heaven or hell. These states are termed ‘qualities’.

o Impassability is the first quality, which posits that those resurrected are
suffering experience of humans and unable to experience suffering.

e  The second quality of resurrected body is glory/brightness - to experienc
this is described as manifesting in a variety of different ways.

e  The third is powerful and puts forward the idea that the heavenly bodies
the feeble limits of earthly bodies.

e  This is not the only Christian argument regarding the afterlife existing.

e John Hick argues we cannot conceive of an individual without a body. Ther:
must be a body.

e To convey his idea of a replica of the afterlife, Hick uses three different sc
Smith and replicas of this man appearing with the same DNA and memor
Smith had.

o  He poses the question in each scenario as to whether or not we would acc
John Smith. This is a thought experiment designed to put forward the notic
the idea of a physical body. ‘

e  Rebirth is the Buddhist notion that upon death, the namarupa (mind and b
born again, possibly in the world or another realm.

e Itemphasises the idea that no aspect of the pre"ic . v ingis transferred

e  The end of the cycle of rebirth is known as i To obtain this, individ
ultimate reality. This involves fu'’;.: - sading the nature of dukkha (st
and anatta (no-soul) - th~. i 2

S 1\.5 of ex1stence
. Thls isa bellef withe s stch as Hinduism, the Scriptures of which (:
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transmlgratlon of souls.
e  The shashira is the body which can perish and is subject to change, where

immutable. ‘
e  The next form taken in a life cycle is a consequence of moral choices made !
as karma. Individuals seek to become moral in order to better their soul to
is liberation from the never-ending life cycles.
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