%9 Religious Studies  AS / A Level Year 1 | AQA | 7061/7062
Qg
Education) <

Topic on a Page
for AS / A Level Year 1 AQA

Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion

zigzageducation.co.uk POD
9954

Publish your own work... Write to a brief...
Register at publishmenow.co.uk

‘B Follow us on Twitter @ZigZagRS "

Photocopiable/digital resources may only be copied by the purchasing institution on a single site and for their own use



Contents

Thank You for Choosing ZigZag EAUCAtION ... s s s s s s aa an s an s snnns ii
Teacher Feedback OPPOrtUNItY.......viverieiiiiiiiiiiiiriiiisiiiiiisissss i iiissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnnns iiii
Terms and CONAItIONS OF USE .cueeueeneeueieeiieiiiiiiieiiiiiieeessaetseessssastrestassssss s st sssss s s s st s s s s s assasssssassassassssssssassessssasnes iv
JLIC=E= oL L= a3 Lo o 0T o T S v
A3 SUMMALY PAGES euuuiiiiieiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiireeisiireesisiisssstissssssiissesstssssssstissssssiessssssissssssssssssssstssssssssssssssssisssssssnnssssses 3 pages

1. Arguments for the existence of God
2. Evil and Suffering
3. Religious Experience

ACTIVIEIES . cuuuiiieieeeiiriieniiieiiisiriesssinrassssisnssssiirssssssisnssssstsssssssisnssssssssssssssssssssnsnnssssssssssssssssssssssnnssssssnnsssssnnnsssssnnnsssns 7 pages

A SUMMALY PAZES ..ccuuniiiieiiiiieiiiiiiii i irree s isss s rrees st s ases st s sss s e e sss st asssssseessssssssassssstmnssssssesssssssmnnssssmnnssssnes 9 pages
1. The Design Argument

. The Ontological Argument

. The Cosmological Argument

. Evil and Suffering

. Responses to the Problem of Evil and Suffering (1)

. Responses to the Problem of Evil and Suffering (2)

. Religious Experience

. Verifying Religious Experience (1)

9. Verifying Religious Experience (2)

ONO U b WN

AANSWLS ..uiiieiiiiesiirassirieriessiinssessessinassiesssssssssrsssssssssnnsssssssstssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssnosssonssssnssssnssssnssses 14 pages



Teacher’s Introduction

This resource covers the AS / A Level Year 1 AQA Religious Studies specification for Component 1A: Philosophy of
Religion, and includes the following content:

Arguments for the Existence of God

Evil and Suffering

Design argument Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

Ontological argument
Cosmological argument

Concepts of evil
Responses to the problem of evil and suffering

Religious Experience

Nature of religious experience
Verifying religious experience

The resource is split into five sections as follows:

1.
2,

A4 teacher information pages.

Three A3 revision posters, between them covering the seven subtopics. These are labelled: n to
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Seven A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves,
but are also provided in a separate answer document (see section 5). These are labelled with numbers inside

white circles: to

Exam-style questions, modelled on those found in the AS / A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: <=l

Nine A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3 subtopic
activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have enough space
for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles: e to@

A4 answer sheets. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendly, AQA-style mark schemes are also provided
for the exam-style questions.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
to revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.

November 2019

Free Updates! }

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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(Phumwph‘q‘ Ozf E I'I' g’ n The design argument is based on the following inductive premises reasoning:

e Premise 1: Man-made things in the world have been created by a designer with a particular
purpose in mind, e.g. a watch and a watchmaker, a toy and a factory worker.

® Premise 2: The world looks as though it has been designed for a particular purpose because it

s g ) ) )
Aquinas’ fifth way is a form of the design argument in works so well and has many intricate, complex parts.

which he argues that everything, seems to work towards an
‘end’. Because these objects cannot achieve this ‘best
result’ by themselves, they must be guided to it by an
intelligent being, just as ‘the arrow is directed by the
archer’. This order in the world cannot be self-explanatory
—something that Tacks intelligence’ cannot act ‘with...
intelligence’. Therefare, the explanation for this working
towards a particular ‘end’ must be explained by something
else controlling it which does have intelligence. This
intelligent being is, of course, God.

e In conclusion, the world must have had a designer. This designer must have been God.
Therefore, God exists.

ng is a form of proof or conclusion
ich do not necessarily prove the

based on previous experience. It is reasonir,
conclusion. One can accept the p :
the opposite of dedu
have to), therdisian

A posteriori

“ N Reasoning based on experience of the empirical world.

An attribute or qualit
of something that ca
be possessed or lacke
e.g. d zebra's stripe:

Paley puts forward his version of the
design argument in response to Hume's
criticism of Aquinas’ argument. He draws
an analogy using a watch. Both the
watch and the world show purpose and
design, which would not occur
accidentally. The watch has been
designed to work towards an end and
needs a designer. In the same way, Paley
argues that the world all works together
towards the end of existence of humans
and, therefore, needs a designer.

Hume's critique of Aquinas’ Fifth Way has six main points:
1. Causal fallacy

2. Weak analogy

3. Unknown cause, not designer

4

5

Based on part, not whole
Could point to a designer, but tells us nothing about
him or her or it

6. Anthropomorphism

 Hume's Critique |

It is an inductive argument, which means that it is based on observation,
which appeals to the human ability to observe. Paley’s analogy is user-

friendly; it makes sense and is easy to understand. It fits well with human
concepts of purpose for life and for the universe — it seems inconceivable
that this vast, complicated universe could be the result of random chaos.

First Way — Argument

from Motion

Things are in motion and can’t
move themselves. This forms a
chain of ‘moved’ and ‘moving’.
This cannot go back forever
(infinite regress). There must be
an unmoved mover. This is God.

Thomas Aquinas presents his Five Ways of God’s Existence in his Summa
Theologica. Three of these are cosmological. -

For the sake of this course, the third way is conside:, d : . s
Second Way — Argument from

Efficient Cause

Everything has a cause as things
cannot be self-causing. There
must be a necessary, ultimate
cause. This is God.

Third Way — Argument from Possibi!
The world is made up of ¢

Something which can

create a chain of cause cause A b?ing WTCh FE""OT bde conceivted

and effect, without being and effect that O OIS not existing andl was ho it

caused itself. The idea is i f brought info being by anything else. Hume's critique
% m- e continves forever. On a logical level, the cosmological argument key points:

rooted in the thought o works. The logic fits with our observation of 1.

Avristotle and is commonly

thought fo be God. the world. 2
Contingent existence X . L )
N N " It fits with current scientific beliefs about the 3.
A being or entity which depends on . R
) p R universe, e.g.that it has not always been, but
something else for its existence and can o i ) N
has had a beginning point (i.e. the Big Bang). 4.

be conceived of as not existing. o "
oes not me
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(Philoﬂophu‘ O‘f (Reuqion 2 Omnibenevolence -

God as all-oving,

A theodicy is an explanation of evil in

the world while attempting to maintain
belief in on omnipotent, benevolent God.
It is an attempt to explain religious belief

in the face of the challenge posted by

the inconsistent friad.

The problem of evil is one of the biggest points of
philosophical contention between theists. It seems
inconsistent that evil can exist with an omnipotent and
benevolent God. The problem remains that:

1. evidence for evil cannot be denied

2. the omnipotence of God is central to Christian teaching
3. the benevolence of God is central to Christian teaching

Omniscience
God as all-
knowing.

Omnipotence
God as all-
powerful.

Inconsistent
Triad

3. God is
omnipotent

Evil is the experience and
reality of suffering within the
world. The existence of evil is
considered by some to be a
challenge to the existence or
ideas of God.

There are two types of evil:

Moral evil: suffering caused by
the actions of humans

Natural evil: suffering caused
by occurrences in nature

The free will defence is a common theodicy in religions such as Christianity and was
{ most famously developed by J L Mackie. It lays the blame for the existence of evil
\\W in the world at the hands of free will. Free will is the idea that human beings have
An example of moral evil is autonomy to make moral choices and then action them. Process theodicy is an impo
suffering caused by the moral by Brian Griffin.
choices made by another. For Without free will human beings are unable to choose to follow God, which is
example, murder causes a argued to be an important part of the free will defence. It posits that the world is al
huge amount of suffering both natural order. Good occurs
for the victim and for their The logic then follows that if human beings have free will to make their own moral it should. Evil oceurs when
\Ioved ones. J choices, then it does not make sense to blame God for the existence of evil as human free will. It presents
| humans are the ones who are creating evil. and, therefore, a fellow suff
1
An example of natural evil is a
natural disaster such as a tsunami, The strengths of this theory is that it appeals to our reason to an extent — a fre The strengths of this theo
which has the power to destroy would certainly be more moral than a world in which we are autonorr, way to solving the proble
homes and infrastructure, as well It makes sense of moral evil.
as taking lives. This also appeals to huma
£ Free will cannot exist without a choice betw-2 ore, it cannot nature —that not all thing:

exist without at least the option of ~v:i

ﬁhere are two different ways of

viewing evil as a problem.

It seems to fit well with m
how the universe and life
and the Big Bang theory.

The logical problem of evil is 1
does not seem to be logicall
consistent for suffering to ex
for God to be all-powerful anc

A philosophical belief that the
events which occur and the
choices made by individuals in
their lives have been decided
beforehand by a higher
power, or as d result of a chain
of causation.

The main weakness of this th
traditional theodicy in that G
somewhat limited. Indeed, s
omniscience and transcende
God in Judeo-Christian trad

is"debated, and contrasted with the theory of
determinism. We could, theoretically, only have the
illusion of having free will. Finally, it does not explain
natural evil, nor moral evil.

The evidential problem of evil i
notion that there is too much
evidence of evil and suffering in the
world to fit within the idea of an

\clmnipotent, omnibenevolent God.

God is, in this method of thin
the creation of evil.

The question remains, therefol

Qere outweigh the evil?
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The two main religious responses
of the brain are represented in th

. - /Mystical experiences are a subsection of religious
(l)humwphlj Of (Rellglm 3 experiences. These are specifically defined as

experiences of the numinous — the beyond.

Walter Stace believes that a mystical experience gﬁ;@x
™ should be understood as a hon-sensuous and non-
William James was a nineteenth-century intellectual union with the divine. During this
theologian who was specifically interested in the experience the self will cease to be. The self is usurped Represents the idea that God
religious experience and mystical experiences. He by “‘pure consciousness’. On this basis, he would not the divine gives religious
developed the following terms: consider a vision to be a mystical experience, as visions experiences, which are

are sensory (i.e. vision). interpreted through the brain

Ineffability: the nature of religious experience
which is beyond human words

Noetic quality: being beyond the knowledge ” x

of normality A religious experience is an
experience of some Ul

Transiency: the short-lived nature of a religious
experience (but it may nonetheless effect great
change in the person having it}.

Represents the idea that God
the divine can be approached
the believer and the believer
interact with this higher powe
through religious experiences.
These can be interpreted thro
the brain and potentially

achieved through stimulation.

Passivity: a religious experience as being sourced
from outside the individual and havi
on them.

Rudolph Otte was a Christian Pt
examined the nature of religious ™ ce. He believed
that a religious experience was defined by being
numinous, which means the presence of the divine —an
experience of what is considered wholly ‘other’ to the
ordinary experience of human beings.

He developed the following terms:

Mysterium: the mystery of religious experience

Tremendum: sense of awe at religious experiences

Fascians: fascination with the divine y.

Richard Swinburne developed two principles which he held gave weight

to the likelihood that religious experiences are as experiencers claim:
Corporate

religious
experience

. Principle of verification: that unless there is evidence against a
claim, we should believe the testimony of individuals

Numinous
experience

. Principle of credulity: that unless there is evidence against a claim,
we should believe that things are as they appear to be

Meditation

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Swinburne is making an al: at we should not
instantly assume .+ #li_wus experience are lying or
misund 3 : d principles for life, are these

Hearing
voices

Seeing visions

g

ious experiences can be divided into two
ifferent categories:

. Direct religious experience (contact
with God / an ultimate reality}); for
example, the conversion of Paul to

Qg9

Education

There are different kinds of v
experience —such as corporea
intellectual. These are defined .

This is a condition which affects the temporal lobi
afflicted with TLE are reported to have had experi

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

= Christianity and the giving of the Qur'an compared almost directly to religious experience:
Corporeal — a vision which is exte o the body to Muhammad. P tly glo perie
. .. . be seen as an explanation for religious experienci
. Indirect religious experience (an for God. It has b ted that h th
Imaginative — a vision which takes place within the mind internal sense of something other than or God. It has been suggested that perhaps thos

traditionally viewed as having experienced pivota
this world); for example, the many v g exXp p

Intellectual — a vision which gives only knowledge/ mystical experiences of St Teresa of (e.g. St Paul) may have suffered from this conditi

&\understanding/revelatinn j Avila in which she felt God’s presence. A}




fIrgumenta for the Existence of God: The Design firgument

1. Fill in the argument from design
as posited by the philosopher
indicated in each box.

B) William Paley

a} St Thomas Aquinas

Xp.. _he individual points of Hume's critic
) one sentenhce.

a)

Causal fallacy

b) Weak analogy

c¢) Unknown cause

d)

Based on part, not whole

e} Could point to a designer, but tells us nothing abou

f}  Anthropomorphism
3. Write in each of the smaller boxes which kind of argument (a

priori or a posteriori) is being described in the darker boxes.

6. Explain the role of
A form of reasoning argument from desic
which is independentof | | oeeeseeeoiooooa
experience — through
reasoh alone.

A reasoning bhased on
experience of the empirical
world,

If you are studying the AS {
style g

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Write the
2. Multiple-choice

Anselm of first put toward the

argument. He sets out two

What kind of argument is
premises which, if true, make the conclusion logically necessary: Anselm’s version of the

1. God isthe conceivable

being.
To be the greatest being,

God must exist in

Conclusion: God

Gaunilo posited a rebutta Im’s ontological argument. )
reality.

= His reply was entitled ‘On Behalf of the (Wise/Fool)’.
= His argument tries to highlight the false reasoning in Anselm’s

argument by applying the reasoning to other objects (apart

from God) which clearly do not exist. He uses the example of

(a lost / an imaginary) island.

Overall, Gaunilo is arguing that there needs to be some kind of

(inductive/empirical) proof that the island (and God) exists.

He concludes that it is not possible to give a definition of

(the island / God) and from this definition alone decide that

God exists.

6. Define the terms in the boxes below.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

a) Essence b) Aseity

g

Q9
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firguments for the Existence of God: The Coamolegical {irgument

1. Fillinthe | 5. How did Hume critigue the cosmao

definitions 8 | (vt Wl e
of the key
terms in

T ¢) Necessary being u

to the
right.

2. Describe the following
three concepts in the
boxes provided.

a) Motion

b) Efficient Caus

¢} Contingency a;
Necessity

Fill in the blanks to summ:
critigue of the cosmologi

6.

whole necessary
brute fact  always
necessary  partial

3. Which of the following is the text in

which Aquinas put forward his 'Ways? Bertrand Russell’s critique of t
argument is:

The logic used in the cosm

that God must have a
contradicts the idea of
=> lItis possible that the worl

Explain the idea of infinite regress. , . . existed,

=> Russell argues that there
Hint!

There are

some red = He believes that a
herrings
among the
word clues = He believes that the unive

the world is satisfactory.

- something he calls a

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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1. Fillinthe - a) Omnipotence
points of the extreme st
triangle, and | could be us
g:;;ee::mt::t » the problem
philosophical Omniscience
conceptthis |
represents.

Omnibenevolence

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

2. Define the terms above. |

philosophical content{®or theists to deal with.

= It seems B that evil can exist with an omnipotent

and benevolent God.

= The problem remainsthat: ~« [P

6. Which kind of evil might be
more difficult for a theist
of God is central to Christian teaching to explain?

for evil cannot be denied

of God is central to Christian teaching | | = b=

7. Why do you think this type of evil is more diffi

goodness suffering evil hardship
plausible necessary  inconsistent obvious
existence lies experience evidence
omnipotence malevolence incompetence affluence
malevolence physicality benevolence  character

moUoAaAw>

Explain what is meant by the logical pro
the evidential problem of evil.

5. Explain what is meant by moral and naturs!

_______________________________________

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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&vil and Suffering: ‘Reapenaes to the Problem of Evil and Suffering

1. Define the term theodicy. . In the boxes below, write the
name of the philosopher who
put forward the theodicy being
described in the gorresponding

3. Write out the
A believed that g

definition for of free will. Humans had. % pm{t
the term below. evil or do good_ ar

Epistemic distance

__siiBachieve a particular purpose.
arg_=uthat this was to allow humans to
elop moral and spiritual perfection — to
elop to become truly in the image of God.

Process theodicy was developed by C

It posits that the world is always changing, and that there is a nat
order. Good occurs when the natural order works as it should. Evi
when there is discord, as a result of human free will. It presents G
being part of the world and, therefore, a fellow sufferer.

4. What are the weaknesses of each of the theodicies given below? Write your thoughts in the space provided.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

b) Brian Griffith’s theodicy

g

Q9

Education
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Fill in the gaps with the type of : 5. Fillin below the terms posited by Otto which are
religious experience. defined within the boxes.

There are two different categories of religious

_fers to a particular nature o
_axperience of the feeling of awe: a

of dread of the impact of the grea
of the experienced impending pow:

experience. The religious experience => This refers to the mystery of the

religious encounter as exp
by the individual whic
adequatel E

world. The is contact with the

/
|
H
i
i
i
! is an internal sense of something other than this
1
i
H
1
1

divine / God.

being drawn into a religious experi
by a fascination with the divine.

)
E = This refers to the nature of the bel
)

down below, it will be useful to use during exa
James and Otto in your notes.

3. Fill in the terms and meanings below. '

/ Fill in the terms for the different kinds of vision bel
VG

i

;

S S, :' There are different kinds of vision within religious experience. T
1 1

E . 4 — a vision which is external to the body

| A —

3 v E > —a vision which takes place within the mi
1 ]

E E > —avision which gives only

i v ! knowledge/understanding/revelation.

1 :

1

' 'ﬁ@

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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1. In the spaces provided below, give a brief summary of the . How might a religious person respond to t
three main scientific argiments against the existence of challenge of Freud?
religious experiences.

4. Which of the following is nhot
one of Swinburne's principles

Principle of morality
b)  Principle of credulity
¢}  Principle of testimony

David Hume claimed that his three principles gave weight to the fact that religious
experiences were as those who experience them claimed.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

b) The principle of credulity states that unless there is evidence against a claim, we shoulﬂ
believe the testimony of the experiencer. !

in the space below, explain S
two principles.

g

c) The principle of incredulity ic.that ur!z: _idenceto disprove something,
we should accept theg 1 “to us, especially if many people report
it, as in religious exg

Q9

Education

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

d) He argues that we should not instantly assume that people have understood what they
have experienced.




{irguments for the existence of God (1)

Aguinas’ fifth way is a form of the desi 'ment in which he arg
seems to work towards an ‘end’. ’
themselves, they must be

by the archer Thi

Paley puts forward his version of the
design argument in response to
Hume’s criticism of Aquinas’
argument. He draws an analogy using
a watch. Both the watch and the
world show purpose and design,
which would not occur accidentally.
The watch has been da<|gned toin,

therefore, needs a designer.

Hume’s critique of Aquinas’ Fifth Way
has six main points:

1. Causal fallacy

Weak analogy

Unknown cause, not designer
Based on part, not whole

Could point to a designer, but tells us
nothing about him or her or it
Anthropomorphism

R wN

Premise
because i
In conclu
Therefor

I|fe and for the universe — it seems inconceivable

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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firguments for the existence of God (2)

~
e Logically works —albeit in a vacuum.

e The conclusion satisfies the logic of
the premises.

e Does not require empirical evidence

to support it, so avoids the issues

which can be associated with the

fallibility of empirical evi

Gaunilo: 4

e Applies Anselm’s logic to other things in order to
highlight what he viewed as the flaws.

e In his reply, ‘On Behalf of the Fool’, he tries to
highlight the false reasoning in Anselm’s argument
by applying the reasoning to other objects (apart
from God) which clearly do not exist.

e For example, if you wish to prove the existence of
unicorns, you cannot simply think a lot abo
unicorns must be like.

e In this text he specifica

Immanuel Kant:
. Rejects the argu
it treats existen
predicate.
Knowing somet
exists tells us no
about the thing.
. Non-existence o
also conceivabl

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig
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perfect Islg 09

e Overall, ¢ » at there needs to be
some kinc Y al proof that the island (and Educg‘tign
God) exists™®

e He concludes that it is not possible to give a
definition of the island and from this definition
alone decide that God exists.




firguments for the existence of God (3)

garesents his Five Ways o
0. Three of these are co

the sake of this course, the third way
important.

works. The logic fits with our observatic o Third Way — Argument from Possibility (
the world. = Necessity

The world is made up of contingent being
necessary being which was able to create
Only the existence of a necessary being ¢
of the contingent beings which we see all
necessary being is God.

It fits with cu
universe, e.g.
has had a begit

always been, but
(i.e. the Big Bang).

-
Bertrand Russell:

® The logic used in the cosmological argument means that God
must have a cause (which contradicts the idea of necessary
existence).

® [tis possible that the world could always have exizte:
therefore, not have a cause.

® Russell argues that there is no si:z

e He argues that a whole ex:.

the cause of the.y .

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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i

by Infinite regress
Brute fact Something which can create a chain of cause and effect, A chain of cause

Something that cannot be without being caused itself. The idea is rooted in the thought and effect that
explained or has no cause. of Aristotle and is commonly thought to be God. continues forever.




The problem of evil is one of the biggest points of
philosophical contention between theists. It seem
inconsistent that evil can exist with an omn
benevolent God. The problem rema
1.  evidence forevil ca Lb

co Christian teaching
ral to Christian teaching

Omnibenevolence
God as all-loving.

Omnipotence
God as all-powerful.

Omniscience
God as all-k

Inconsistent
Triad

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Reaponaea to the Problem of Evil and Suffering (1)

John Hick worked on the ideas of
Irenaeus, creating what is termed his
soul-making theodicy.

This means that Hick believed that

humans went through life in a process of
moral development and moving toward:

perfection. The existence of good

the suffering ot P help to

Similarly, experiencing the outcome of lies
might make someone more honest. Hick

calls this process ‘soul-making’. He
concedes that this process is rarely
completed within one lifetime so this

must continue in the afterlife; therefore,
there must be an afterlife (hypothesis of

life after death). This he called

eschatological justification. He argues

that this makes the existence of evil
justified. He also posited the idea of

epistemic distance, explained in the box

below left.

/'I"he weaknesses of the
argument are that the process
of soul-making does not
explain why it allows extreme
suffering, such 2z ilie=at

a baby. It doe '

e
life to get better."Also, people
such as Jesus were morally
good before they experienced
suffering, so thisis a

contradiction.

e, experiencing

Ge strenct

to have the opportunity fo
brought about through th

/The strengths of this theodicy are that it doe
go some way to solving the problem of evil.
This also appeals to human beings’ realist,
pragmatic nature — that not all things are
actually possible.

modern scientific
__he universe and life came to
olution and the Big Bang theory

ar

eings rather than
with God, meaning that it
works as a theodicy. We
can confirm within our own
experience that human
beings have free will. It
eases the experience of evil
and suffering if there is a
greater purpose.

Epistemic distance

An argument by Hick that
God created humans ot a
special distance from him
so they could know God
but not be so close they
had no choice not to
believe in him.
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‘Reaponaes to the Problem of &vil and Suffering (2)

Determinism

A philosophical belief that the
events which occur and the
choices made by individuals in
their lives have been decided
beforehand by a higher
power, or as a result of a chain
of causation.

/The weaknesses of this theory include: a world of \\
free will does not necessitate a world with evil

people could have the freedom to ch

multiple good options. Also, the *

is debated, and contraste::

The free will defe
most famously de
in the world at th
autonomy to ma

Without free will
argued to be anii

The logic then fol
choices, then it d
humans are the o

The strengths o
would certainly

It makes sense

Free will cannot
exist without at
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William James was a nineteenth-century
theologian who was specifically interested in the
religious experience and mystical experiences. He
developed the following terms:

Ineffability: the nature of religious experience
which is beyond human words

Religious experience

experience
consciousn
experience,

A religious experience is an
experience of some Ultimate
Reality — an all-powerful,

ineffable being.

.
Transiency: the nature of a religious
experience (but S ronetheless effect great
change in the person having it).

Passivity: a religious experience as being sourced
from outside the individual and having an impact
onh them.

/

Rudolph Otto was a Christian Protestant
theologian who examined the nature of
religious experience. He believed that a
religious experience was defined by being
numinous, which means the presence of
the divine — an experience of what is
considered wholly ‘other’ to the ordinary
experience of human beings.

ivided into two

_<religious experience (contact
ith God / an ultimate reality); for
example, the conversion of Paul to
Christianity and the giving of the Qur'an

to Muhammad.
. Indirect religious experience (an
internal sense of something other than
this world); for example, the many
mystical experiences of St Teresa of
Avila in which she felt God’s presence.

He developed th s
Mysterium: t
experience
Tremendum: st
experiences
Fascians: fascination with the divine
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‘Veri{fying Religious Experience (1)

Y

claim, we should believe the
. Principle of credulity: *
we should be .

Richard Swinburne developed two principles which he held save. €ig
to the likelihood that religious experiences are as
. Principle of verification: that unless t

dence against a claim,
pear to be

often not as they seem - for example, when
hallucinations are involved!

This is a condition which affects the temporal
lobe of the brain. Those afflicted with TLE are
reported to have had experiences which can
be compared almost directly to religious
experiences. Therefore, this can be seen as
an explanation for religious experie
without the need for.Sod.

2]
j
[\
0]
[
«n
+
o
o
-+
-
N"

have suffered froee,

Swinburne is making an almost common-sense appeal that we should not
instantly assume people who have had a religious experience are lying or
misunderstood what they saw. While good principles for life, are these

strong enough as an argument for God’s existence?

Many have pointed out that religious experiences could be
by the consumption of drugs which might have caused the
to hallucinate. For example, some drugs, such as LSD, are ki
cause hallucinations. They have been known to stimulate ¢
regions of the brain, such as the temporal lobes and the fr
lobes. These parts of the bz Znown to be connected
experience of relisi ce due to scientific experi
such as the Ge

g
_<hael Persinger.

The observation of the effect that stimulation
the brain by drugs, the God Helmet or a pre-
existing condition such as TLE, can cause
experiences which are very similar to religiou
experiences is considered evidence in science
that religious experiences come from the brai
not from God. These ideas are supported by
scientific investigation and findings.
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‘Verifying Religious Experience (2)

h

Firstly, a religious individual might critique Freud’s ideas about

religious experiences by pointing out that Freud’s argument is not
based on any scientific evidence whatsoever. It appears to. o
express an opinion, albeit an opinion based on hi
psychoanalysis. The issue they might point
while well known, is known to be or

= afor lack of
aim. They would
us experience is little

Another religious response to this is that the scientific theories
regarding TLE and the use of hallucinogenic drugs do not disprove the
existence of God in religious experiences; they merely show us how
our brains process them. Theoretically, all these scientific endeavours
show is which areas of the brain are stimulated when a religious
experience occurs —and, of course, if you stimulate them artificially,
then you will experience a similar feeling. To find the part of the brain
which processes light is not to state that light does not exist.
Therefore, the same cannot be said for religious experience.

Represents the idea th
the divine can be appro
the believer and the be
interact with this highe
through religious exper
These can be interpret
the brain and potential
achieved through stimu

/

William James himself does not specify a specific way to achie:
mystical experience — theoretically, according to his def:
could be sought, such as through the use of ha!
The argument follows that the God i

is both personal and creative —.i

brains to cont. ; ich enables them to experience a
mystical experi¥s " way for God to interact with human
beings. God in such religions is seen as personal, and, therefore,
followers of those religions would not consider such scientific
challenges to be challenges at all!
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Mark Schemes
Levels of Response (AS)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)
Answer should demonstrate a good level of knowledge and unders
Level 5 content which is requested in the question.

(13-15 * The answer should also make use of and reference to specific view.
marks) specific theories which demonstrate very good knowledge and u
Use of specific or specialist language should be employed accuratel
Answer should demonstrate fair knowledge and understanding. A

Level 4 subject raised in the question.
(10-12 o The answer should also make use of and e to specific view:
marks) specific theories which are suffici nstrate good knowle

Use of specific or spec1al

)
S b
@
=
[
=
=
(]
=
)
o
[8)2]
]
o
=
o
=
=
o
@
~
%
&
=
Q.

Level 3
(7-9 -shiould also make use of and reference to specific view
marks) i€ theories which are sufficient to demonstrate knowledge an

se of specific or specialist language should be generally employed
Answer should demonstrate limited knowledge and understandin

Level 2 the subject raised in the question.
(4-6 e The answer should also make use of and reference to specific view:
marks) specific theories to demonstrate limited knowledge and understan

o Use of specific or specialist language should be generally employed
e Answer will demonstrate poor, or lack, knowledge and understand

Level 1 directly address the subject raised in the question.
(1-3 » The answer should also make use of and reference to specific view:
marks) specific theories which are sufficient to demonstrate poor knowled

o Use of specific or specialist language may be employed inaccuratel

Level Levels of Response (A02)

Answer should contain a high level of analysis and evaluation of th
Level 5 e Strong argumentation should have been employed throughout the
(13-15 manner, and the answer should lead to a justified conclusion based
marks) the answer.
Use of specific or specialist language should be employed accuratel
Answer should contain a good level of analysis and evaluation of th

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

t‘f (‘)’fll‘zl e Good argumentation should have been employed throughout the a
marks) and the answer should lead to a justified conclusion based on cont

Use of specific or specialist language should be employed mostly a
Answer should contain a sufficient level of analysis and evaluati
Level 3 the question.

(7-9 e Some argumentation should have been em lov:
marks) the answer should lead to a conclu
Use of specific or spec1allst lan:
Answer should col
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Level 2
(4-6
marks)

Ific or specialist language should be employed although
nswer will have given a poor standard of analysis and evaluation
" the question.

Level1 | . . . [
(1-3 e Poor use of argumentation, or complete lack of argumentation, wil : g
answer. Answer will lack justification for the arguments or views
marks) ) ) : Clg
completely irrelevant to the desired topic.

Education

Use of specific or specialist language will have been poorly employ
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Levels of Response (A Level)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)
e Answer will communicate a strong knowledge base showing nuan
5 with fully relevant information included.

(9-10 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
marks) o Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating
context and meaning of these phrases.

e Answer will communicate a good knowledge base showing nuanc
with mostly relevant information included.

(74;8 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
marks) and correct.
o Use of specific language will be ap y, demonstrating
the context and meaning of th,
e Answer will comt i equate knowledge base showing s
3 relevant in . '
(5-6 lars, views and sources of wisdom and autho

of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactor
meaning of these phrases.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

e Answer will communicate a limited knowledge base showing und
2 information included.
(3-4 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
marks) and correct.
o Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactor
the context and meaning of these phrases.
* Answer will communicate a poor knowledge base showing very li
1 understanding with little relevant information included.
(1-2 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
marks) and/or incorrect.
o Use of specific language will not be applied, or if it is it will be appl
Level Levels of Response (A02)
o Answer will display outstanding analysis and evaluation of the co
6 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
(13-15 e A strongargument will be displayed showing nuanced and balanc
marks) o Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating
context and meaning of these phrases.
* Answer will display above average analysis and evaluation of the
4 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
(10-12 and correct.
marks) An above average argument will be displayed showing balanced u
Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating
the context and meaning of these phrase
e Answer will display suff1c1ent anal ation of the conte COPYRIGHT
e Reference to the scholars, vie! ces of wisdom and autho
(73_9 and correct. . PROTECTED
marks) e A suffig:ienf e displayed showing some balanced u
rguage will be applied sufficiently, demonstratin
. d meaning of these phrases.
| Answer will display fairly basic analysis and evaluation of the con
2 ‘Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho | 9
(4-6 and correct.
marks) e Abasic argument will be displayed showing some understanding, 0‘9
o Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactor;
the context and meaning of these phrases. Ed Uﬁﬂtiﬂn
Answer will display poor, or lack, evaluation of the content raised
1 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
(1-3 and/or incorrect.
marks) e A poor argument will be displayed showing limited understandin;
Use of specific language will not be applied, or if it is it will be appl
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Answers
3.1.1 Philosophy of Religion

1 Design Argument

1. a) StThomas Aquinas - The fifth of Aquinas’ Ways. He argues that the world
towards a purpose. This, he argues, shows guidance and design. This cou
intelligent designer is required to be behind it. This, for Aquinas, is God.

b) William Paley - Paley puts forward his version of the deSIgn argument in re

Aquinas’ argument. He makes his argument using
(and the world) shows purpose and design,
designed to work towards an end and

Unknown cause - Hume argues that the design argument only goes so far
nota known designer such as God.

d) Based on part, not whole - Hume argues that the argument is based on lo
which cannot speak for the whole world; this is an assumption and a jum

e) Could point to a designer, but tells us nothing of him, her or it - Hume arg
does go so far as to logically suggest there could be a designer, this tells u
therefore, garnering aspects of what God is like from the design premise i

f)  Anthropomorphism - This is the issue of attributing human features to no
that by comparing the cause to a watchmaker, the argument commits ant
3. a) Aposteriori

b) A priori

4. The design argument is based on the following inductive premises reasoning;

Premise 1: Man-made things in the world have been created by a designer wit
e.g. a watch and a watchmaker, a toy and a factory worker.

Premise 2: The world looks as though it has been designed for a particular pu
has many intricate, complex parts.

In conclusion, the world must have had a designer. This designer must have b

5. Students should express a personal view on the different arguments. They sho
different arguments and be able to justify their reason

6. Answers could include, but are not limi
mark scheme for AS.
William Paley is one

1ans well known for this development of t!
ment is posited as a response to Hume’s critiq

In Paley’s argument he tells the story of a man walking across a field, here kn
If this man were to come across a rock, he would think nothing of it - he wou
arock there and it holds no purpose greater than being a rock.
o  However, should this individual instead find a pocket watch in the middle of
e A watch is something which has been made by a watchmaker - its parts all w
purpose (telling the time).
e  Remove one part of the watch and it could cease to be effective in its purpos
e  The watch has been designed to work towards an end and needs a designer
e  The watch shows purpose and design, which would not occur accidentally -
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AdOD NOILO3dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

25

Education




e  Inthe same way, Paley argues that the world all works together towards the
therefore, much like the watch, needs a designer.

e  Paley’s use of analogy shows how this designer must be intelligent.

e  For Paley, this designer is God.

7. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response
mark scheme for A Level.

e  David Hume was a Scottish philosopher known for this critique of the vario
existence of God.

e  Hisargument against the design argument, as posited in Thomas Aquinas’ fi
main facets. These are as follows:

e  Firstly, he points out that the argument commits the causal fallacy - he argu
everything has to have a cause - this is not necessaril
cosmological argument. :

e  While we have never experienced this,it i g that we can concei
an assumption which is a weal

e  He also critiques the
arrow cannot ey a |

sed by Aquinas as being a weak ana

'to capturing effectively the complicated na

tiat Aqulnas argument does in some ways work, he poin

s there being some kind of unknown designer. It is a leap of

of traditional Judaeo-Christianity.

e Humealso argues that we cannot infer from one smaller thing what is tru
of the universe can appear to be designed, this does not necessarily mean
designed. It is similar to looking at a small drop of water and assuming th
exactly the same. This is not the case, e.g. differences between salt water

o  Healso rejects attributions given in Aquinas’ argument to God - it might tell
tells us little to nothing about that designer. Indeed if this designer is so inte
within the world?

e  Finally, he argues that the argument commits anthropomorphism. This is th
held by human beings to a deity. Simply because human beings have the cap
towards an end, does not necessitate the fact that God must also have the sa

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

2 Ontological Argument

1. Anselm of Canterbury first put forward the ontological argument. He sets ou
the conclusion logically necessary:
1) God is the greatest conceivable being
2) To be the greatest conceivable being, God must exist in reality.

Conclusion: God exists
2. Apriori

3. a) Inintellectu
b) Inre
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4.  Gaunilo posited a rebuttal to Anselm’
= Hisreply was entltled 0
His argument 1

he false reasoning in Anselm’s argument
which clearly do not exist. He uses the example
o'is arguing that there needs to be some kind of {i

¥ exists,

He concludes that it is not possible to give a definition of (the island 19
decide that God exists

>
>
>

25

Education

5. Immanuel Kant
Kant rejects the ontological argument on the grounds that it falsely treats exist
attribute or quality of something that can be possessed or lacked. Predicates fo
nature of things, e.g. a predicate of a zebra is having black and white stripes - it
recognise a zebra; if an animal did not have black and white stripes, we would a
that knowing something exists does not help us to understand what itis (asap
exists does not help us to know anything about its nature or mean we could rec
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argues from this basis that we must, therefore, establish whether something ex
argues that while it is contradictory to think of a triangle that does not have thr
think of a triangle and its angles as not existing. The same applies to God - eve
of God as not the greatest conceivable being, and all the characteristics (or pred
existence is not one of these characteristics. It is, therefore, perfectly conceivab
God as not existing,

6. a) Essence - Descartes uses ‘essence’ to mean something fundamental to wh
part of the essence of a triangle.
b) Aseity - The idea of a being which is independent and exists in and of itse

c) Apriori- A form of reasoning which is independent of experience - throu

d) Predicate — An attribute or quality of something th: n be possessed or

7.  Answers could include, but are not limite Ihg content. Response
mark scheme for AS.
e  The ontological arg
forward by S

ment for the existence of God which i

soning to put forward the argument as follows: God
ccl | or. To be the greatest conceivable being, God must exist in reali
o [tidsEed purely on reason and, therefore, is considered to be a priori.

Arguments for:

e Interms of strengths, the ontological argument appears to work in a logic
appeals to human beings’ sense of reason.

e  Because itisan a priori argument, it does not rely on any empirical evide
is a good thing it does not contain any empirical evidence!). Therefore, it
some other argument for the existence of God in that empirical evidence
senses can be easily duped.

e  The use of the word ‘proof when discussing theories about the existence
were intended to support existing faith in reason rather than prove to an

Arguments against:

e  However, many people argue that the ontological argument is not a soun

e  Among the most influential of these individuals is Guanilo, who applies th
argument to other things in order to show how the argument is flawed. F
of the perfect island in order to present this idea.

e Immanuel Kant is also known for critiquing the ontological argument.

e  Firstly, he rejects the argument as it treats existence as a predicate. Here
argument itself rather than the content.

e  He also argues that Anselm made a leap of faith in his argument as a resul
something exists tells us nothing about the thing.

e  He also critiques the sound nature of one of the premises - he argues that
conceivable.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

8. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the followin
mark scheme for A Level.

e  The ontological argument is an argument tefice of God which i
forward by St Anselm of Canterb

e Ituses deductive reasoni '
concelved of in s termed ‘in intellectu’, To be the greates

g content. Response
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. Immanuel Kant critiqued on the basis that the argument treats existence '9
quality of something that can be possessed or lacked, e.g. a zebra’s stripes
e  He considers this to be an assumption. A perfect being could be conceived
common to say the perfect job does not exist, although many strive towar
e  He also argues that the assertion that God is perfect is an assumption and
knowing something exists tells us nothing about the thing.
He also argues that the non-existence of God is conceivable.
These arguments are all based on logic - like the ontological argument. K
very basis of the ontological argument - in order to challenge and underm

25

Education
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In fact, in using logic to undermine the argument by pointing out logical i

tackling one of the argument’s main strengths: that it is logically satisfyin
viewed as flawed, Kant is undermining the a priori nature of the argumen
Kant himself was a believing Christian, and, therefore, is attacking this ar

viewpoint, but from a logical one.

Arguments against:

b)

Arguments against might not necessarily mean arguments for the effectiv
Some might feel that other scholars, such as Guanilo, had more successful
In his work ‘On Behalf of the Fool’, he applies the logic of Anselm’s ontolo
order to show how the argument is flawed.

For example, he puts forward the idea of the perfect island in order to pr
Immanuel Kant is also known for critiquing the ontological argument. In
term ‘God’ within the argument with the phrase ‘perfe:

sound nature of one of the premises - he argues that
! >jvable.

Otix@#iTight, however highlight the strengths of the ontological argumen
has not disproved it.

It appears to work in a logical vacuum - it make sense and appeals to hum
This avoids the pitfalls of some other arguments for the existence of God,
or the cosmological argument.

This is because empirical evidence can be very flawed, i.e. vision and sens
The use of the word ‘proof’ when discussing theories about the existence
were intended to support existing faith in reason rather than prove to an

Something which can create a chain of cause and effect, without being cau
thought of Aristotle and is commonly thought to be God.

A being or entity which depends on something else for its existence and ¢

A being which cannot be conceived of as not existing and was not brough

There are certain things in the world that are moving. Nothing can move
cause of this movement. This cause must itself be in motion, because som
something that has motion. This forms a chain of ‘moved’ and ‘moving’. T
(infinite regress); there must be a first mover that started this chain - Go
Everything has an efficient cause. This is because something cannot bring
- this is logically impossible. Something has to already exist to create som
partial explanations for the efficient cause of individ::= things, there mus

being, he has always existed.
The world is made up of conti: . There has to be a necessary b

4. Infinite fégress is the idea of the chain of cause and effect continuing back in ti
is considered impossible in Aquinas’ argument.

5. Hume’s Critique of the Cosmological Argument four prongs.

Firstly, Hume rejects the notion of necessary existence (drawn from the o
meaning’ because he argues it is always a possibility for us to imagine so
has existed.

Secondly, he argues that it is an assumption that everything has to have a
always true.
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e  While we have never experienced this, it is something that we can concei
an assumption which is a weak argument.

e  Thirdly, Hume argues that there is no reason given why the world itself c
He argues there is no reason why only God should be attributed the quali

e  While there is no evidence pointing towards a necessary world, he argues
we have not yet come to understand it.

e  Finally, Hume also argues that we cannot infer from one smaller thing wh
some parts of the universe can appear to be caused, this does not necessa
universe is caused.

6. Bertrand Russell:
e Thelogic used in the cosmological argument means that God must have a
of necessary existence).
e Itispossible that the world could have alway
e  Russell argues that there is no such thin
e  Heargues that a whole explanat’
explanation is satlsfac'rr)
The universe

nd, therefore, not

The'arguments from contingency and necessity are part of what is known

e  The cosmological argument was first put forward by thirteenth-century
well-known argument for the existence of God.

e In his text Summa Theologica he put forward the cosmological argument,
ways of God’s existence.

e  The third of these ways is the argument from contingency and necessity.

e Itisimportant to first establish the meaning of these words.

e  Something which is contingent is something which depends on another t
being/entity can be conceived of as not existing.

o  Something which is necessary cannot be conceived of as not existing, and
another being or force.

e  This argument goes as follows:

o  The world is full of contingent beings. Things are caused - we can ob
by their parents producing them. In turn, these parents were caused

o Due to the impossibility of infinite regress (forever going back ina c
existence), there has to be a necessary being which was able to creat

o Only the existence of a necessary being is able to explain the existen
can observe in the world.

o  Therefore, this necessary being is God.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

8.  Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response
mark scheme for A Level.

e  Saint Thomas Aquinas presents his five ways of God’s existence in his Su

cosmological; the first is the argument from motion, the second is the arg

is the argument from necessity and contlngency

d necessity goes
S t0 be a necessary b
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Furthermore, the cosmological argument goes a good way to appeal to ou
the world.

e  We can observe that the world around us does indeed appear to be conti
testament to this — we needed our parents in order for us to come into ex

e  Many modern proponents of the cosmological argument have pointed to
have demonstrated that the cosmological argument could be considered

e Itfits with current scientific beliefs about the universe, e.g. that it has not
beginning point (i.e. the Big Bang).

e The Big Bang theory is generally considered to be the most commonly ac
the world.

'9
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Arguments against:

e  However, there are many who have argued against the effectiveness of th
Bertrand Russell and David Hume.

o  Bertrand Russell argues that the logic used in the cosmological argument
(which contradicts the idea of necessary existence).

e  He also emphasis in his critique that he believes it is possible that the wo
therefore, not have a cause.

e  The universe just is - it is a brute fact.

e  Russell argues that there is no such thing as a necessary being, and that tl
one is a fallacy.

e  He argues that a whole explanation is not necessary to explain the cause
explanation is satisfactory.

e  David Hume also critiques the cosmological argum

e  Similarly to Russell, he rejects necessary exis " ing something th
this statement to be true other than as: tade on the basis of hu
have a cause.

e  We cannotassume e

dictate the re - .

. i iiat the world itself could be considered to be necessa

‘ bon about the need for a God.
Jus Kluse parts of the world appear caused, it does not mean the whol

verything has a cause - our experien

o The c'osmological argument does not prove the existence of God - otherw

1. a) Evil
b) God is omnipotent
¢) God is omnibenevolent
d) Inconsistent Triad
Please note that these could be in any order.
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2. a) God isall powerful
b) God is all-knowing
c) Godisall-loving

3. The problem of A evil is one of the biggest points of philosophical contention fi
B inconsistent that evil can exist with an omnipotent and benevolent God.

The problem remains that:

1. Cevidence for evil cannot be denied

2. the D omnipotence of God is central to Christian teaching
3. the E benevolence of God is central to Christian teaching

mple, a common

s of the Nazis du COPYRIGHT
moral evil is evil caused by the PROTECTED

rring in nature. Any relevant example
e aflood, an earthquake, a tsunami, etc. Mor

4. Any example of extreme suffering could be used here; fo
argument is that of the Holocaust of German Je

5. Generally, students should be
natural evil is evil caused,
example, natur ]
theft, g

6. Natural s
. | 9

7.  Generally, answers should indicate the idea that it is easier to blame moral evi a
whereas natural evil is not caused by humans, so causes more issues with the 9

Education

8.  The logical problem of evil is the difficulty in logic to be able to conceive of a G
omniscient, and yet allows suffering. The evidential problem of evil is the idea
evil that appears inconsistent with the idea of a loving and powerful God.
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9. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Responses
mark scheme for AS.

e  The inconsistent triad is a specific term used within discussion of the philoso

It is known as a triad because it grapples with three concepts which do no

The first part of the inconsistent triad is omnipotence.

This is the idea that God is all-powerful and is able to do whatever he wills. N

The second is benevolence - specifically, omnibenevolence. This is the ide

loving and loves every single person and every part of the world.

The third is the reality of evil and suffering in the world.

e Inourlives and throughout history, there is an indisputable reality that p
natural disasters (natural evil) or as a result of the actions of another hum
murder (moral evil), it is an undeniable reality that human beings experie

. The inconsistent triad, then, examines this inconsi 'y —how can a God
loving if suffering exists?

e  Surely an all-powerful God would be a!

e  Surely an all-loving God w ‘

. Therefore, due to the 1

Firstly, God i

cha :

experience of sufferi
elieve suffering?

i?ig, this creates three logical possibi
ut is not all-loving and that is why evil exists

10.

mark scheme for A Level

e  The inconsistent triad is a specific term used within discussion of the Phil
suffering and is considered to be one of the biggest issues with which thei

e Itis known as a triad because it grapples with three concepts which do no

e  The first part of the inconsistent triad is omnipotence.

e  Thisis the idea that God is all-powerful and is able to do whatever he wills. N

o  The second is benevolence - specifically, omnibenevolence. This is the ide

loving and loves every single person and every part of the world.

The third is the reality of evil and suffering in the world.

In our lives and throughout history, there is an indisputable reality that p

The inconsistent triad highlights this discrepancy in logic.

Surely an all-powerful God would be able to stop the experience of sufferi

Surely an all-loving God would want to relieve suffering?

Therefore, due to the reality of suffering, this creates three logical possibi

Firstly, God is all-powerful, but is not all-loving and that is why evil exists

change it.

Secondly, God is not all-powerful, but is all-loving and that is why evil exists

Thirdly, such an omnibenevolent, omnipresent God does not exist.

e  Itcauses issues as it makes the existence of the God which many theists (s
religions such as Judaism and Christianity) believe in highly unlikely to ex

e  However, many religious people have developed theodicies in an effort to

cause issues, for some it is not an issue without solutions.

A Irenaeus, B Hick, C Brian Griffith

3. Privation - The loss or absence of something, e.g. the privation of evil.

Epistemic distance — An argument by Hick that God created humans at a speci
know God but not be so close they had no choice not to believe in him.
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4. A) The weaknesses of Hick’s argument are similar to the issues with Irenaeu
process of soul-making does not explain why it allows extreme suffering,
doesn’t explain why such a loving God wouldn’t give us longer than a hu
such as Jesus were morally good before they experienced suffering, so th

B) The main weakness of Brian Griffin’s theodicy is that this is not a traditio
omnipotence is somewhat limited. Indeed, so are the benevolence, omnis
traditional view of God in Judeo-Christian tradition. God is, in this metho
for the creation of evil. The question remains, therefore, does the good cre

5. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response
mark scheme for AS.

Arguments against:
e  Atheodicy is a theory developed by thelsts ineo

such theodicy is process theodicy.
e Itwas developed by Brian Griff
e  This begins with the preri. ‘world is always changing, and that
observe this or €

Therefore this solves the problem of the 1ncon51stent trlad insofar asitr
of evil from God to the result of human free will.

e  This also appeals to human beings’ realist, pragmatic nature - that not all
e Itseems to fit well with modern scientific theories of how the universe a
developing and the idea of the natural order.

Arguments for:

e  However, many people posit that this is not a true theodicy.

e  Thisis considered to be a main weakness of this theory; God’s omnipoten

e Atheodicy is, by definition, an attempt at explaining the issue of the inco
the benevolence and omnipotence of God.

e  Some might even argue that this is not a theodicy at all, because not only
it also challenges the benevolence, omniscience and transcendence of the
Christian tradition.

e  (God is, in this method of thinking, in a way responsible for the creation o

e  The failure of this theodicy to fulfil and uphold these two vital aspects of
to say that it cannot be considered a true theodicy.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

6. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response
mark scheme for A Level.
e  The free will defence is a theodicy which is popular among many religious p
e Itlays the blame for the existence of evil in the world at the hands of the
e  Free will is the idea that human beings have the autonomy to make decis
then action these choices.
e  Within Christianity, free will is believed to have e
the Bible.
e  Here Adam and Eve ate of the tre evil, despite being forbidd
sin entered the world b iisused their free will.
The argument goe d the misuse of free will, suffering entere

[ the world during
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this is not considered to be true love, as it is not chosen. In the same way,
his followers to have a real relationship with him
e  Thelogic then follows that if human beings have free will to make their o
make sense to blame God for the existence of evil as humans are the ones
e  This, therefore, goes some way to solving the problem of the inconsistent
his benevolence can be maintained; however, it is not without challenges
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There are two different categories of religious experience. The indirect religi
of something other than this world. The direct is contact with the divine / Go

Examples which could be included within the spider diagram include: corporate, p
numinous experiences, seeing visions, meditation. These do not need to be in this
these options; any relevant examples will be accepted, although the seeing of visio

The terms should be as follows, with sufficient explanation within the space p

o Ineffability - the experience should be beyond the capability of human wi

e  Noetic quality - the experience should be beyond human knowledge to u
what we would consider to be normal.

e  Transiency - the short-lived nature ofar
the person having it).

e  Passivity - the feeling th

outside yourself.. ¢

Intellectual - a vision which gives only knowledge /understanding/revelation
The terms should be defined as followed: a) Mysterium b) Tremendum c) Fas

Any relevant example of a recorded religious experience will be accepted. Thi
generate an example with which they can individually engage and which they
Throughout the example they give, they should highlight the different ideas of
constitutes a religious experience. They might use an example which is one of
from the spider diagram. An answer which demonstrates engagement with th

Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response

mark scheme for AS.

e  Areligious experience is where an individual has a distinctive experience o

e  This can come in many forms - including prayer, meditation, hearing voic
corporate religious experiences, and numinous experiences.

e  Asaresult of the widespread occurrence of ‘religious experiences’, there
definitions of exactly what is meant by this phrase.

. According to William James, who was a nineteenth-century theologian, a
characterised by the following terms: ineffability, noetic quality, transien

e Ineffability means that it is beyond human words to describe - so, for Jam
so amazing that it was beyond the capability of humans to describe it.

e  The noetic quality refers to the fact that a religious experience needs to b
knowledge of what humans would consider to be normal.

e It mustalso be transient, which means it must have temporal limits - ith

individual from outside themselves ct upon them.
e  Religious experiences can also.b i
e  Adirectreligious experi
speak to an ind :
INSD i
. _ Iso posited ideas about the nature of religious experience,
nUSCEM s’ in relation to religious experiences.
e For Otto, something had to be numinous in order to be a religious experie
should experience something wholly and utterly other to this world.

Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response

mark scheme for A Level.

e  Areligious experience is an experience of some ultimate reality - an all-p

e Itisaphenomenon which is experienced across a wide variety of societie
from a range of different religious backgrounds.

e Asthere is a huge variety of people who have experienced such things, sc
characteristics in order to explain these events.
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. Rudolph Otto was a Christian Protestant theologian who examined the nature of

e  He believed that a religious experience was defined by being ‘numinous’,
presence of the divine - it is an experience of what is considered wholly
human beings.

e  Therefore, in order to be considered a religious experience there needs to
about it.

e A subsection of religious experiences is mystical experiences.

e  Mystical experiences are defined as experiences of the numinous - the be

e  William Stace believes that a mystical experience should be understood a
intellectual union with the divine.

e  During this experience the self will cease to be. The self is usurped by ‘pu

e On this basis, he would not consider a vision to be a mystical experience,

1.

nat reiigious experiences could be explained by t
e individual to hallucinate. For example, drugs such

experiences due to scientific experiments such as the God Helmet by Mich

B) This is a condition which affects the temporal lobe of the brain. Those affl
to have had experiences which can be compared almost directly to religio
be seen as an explanation for religious experiences without the need for
occurrence of religious experience without the need for the Divine. It has
who have been traditionally viewed as having experienced pivotal religio
suffered from this condition

C) Freud was an Austrian psychoanalyst. He viewed religion, and religious e
result of the mind’s need to give meaning and structure to existence. For
individuals are comforted that there is more to life than their experiences
helps us manage our fear of what we do not know and cannot control. Ho
are themselves childish and misguided. He argues that this want to believ
ourselves drives people to have religious experiences in order to validate

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

2. a) Richard Swinburne claimed that his two principles gave weight to the li
were as those who experience them claimed.
b) The principle of verification states that unless there is evidence against
testimony of the experiencer.
c) The principle of credulity states that unless there is evidence against a cl
are as they appear.
d) He argues that we should not instantly assume that people have misunder:

3. Firstly, a religious individual might critique Freud’s ideas about religious experie
argument is not based in any scientific evidence whatsoever. ' appears to only e
based in his theory of psychoanalysis. The issue the t to tis that Freud
known to be one which it critiqued for lack i lopment and effort t
that this viewpoint regarding religions Alittle different to his critique

4. A) Principle of morality
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5. Richard S ped two principles which he held gave weight to the
i _ xperiencers claim: Principle of verification: that unless the
'the testimony of individuals. Principle of credulity: that unless
should believe that things are as they appear to be, | g
6. Answers could include, but are not limited to, the following content. Response

mark scheme for AS.
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Arguments for:

e  Religious experiences have historically been accepted; however, in mode
by new scientific evidence.

e  Science has not necessarily disproved the validity of religious experience
be continuing.
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e  However, the scientific community has offered different explanations for
happen which could explain these phenomena without the need for a God

e  For example, some scientists have posited the evidence that specific use o
very similar to religious experiences via hallucination.

. For example, some drugs, such as LSD, are known to cause hallucinations

e  These drugs work in such a way as to stimulate regions of the brain (i.e. t
which are the same regions of the brain which are believed to be connect

e  Some within the scientific community have drawn comparison between t
had ‘religious experiences’ and the experiences of those with specific con
temporal lobe epilepsy.

e TLE isa condition which affects the temporal lobe of the brain. Those affl
had experiences which can be compared almost dlrectly to religious expe

e Therefore, this can be seen as an explanation for reli s experiences wi
explanation for the occurrence of religious ex ithout the need f

e Ithasbeen suggested that perhaps t ‘ “been traditionally vie
religious visions (e.g. St Paul).» red from this condition.

e  The observation of th mulation of the brain by drugs, or by
TLE, can caus rich are very similar to religious experience
thza pénces come from the brain, not from God.

supported by scientific investigation and findings.

‘scientific challenge to the idea of religious experience is posed b
Austrlan psychoanalyst.

e  Heviewed religion, and religious experience by extension, as being the re
meaning and structure to existence.

e  For example, by believing in God, individuals are comforted that there is
and that death is not the end. It helps us manage our fear of what we do n

e  However, Freud argues that such fears are themselves childish and misgu
believe in something bigger than ourselves drives people to have religiou
their neurosis.

Arguments against:

e  However, the religious community has replied to these critiques of religious

e  Firstly, William James himself does not specify a specific way to achieve a
according to his definition, it could be sought, such as through the use of

e  The argument follows that the God of religions such as Christianity is bot
is believed to have created human beings.

. Therefore, such a God could be considered to be relational, so it makes al
contain a part which enables them to experience a mystical experience of
interact with human beings. God in such religions is seen as personal, and
religions would not consider such scientific challenges to be challenges at

e  Another religious response to this is that the scientific theories regarding
drugs do not disprove the existence of God in religious experiences; they
process them.

o  Theoretically, all these scientific endeavours show is which areas of the b
experience occurs - and, of course, if you stimulate them artificially, then
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Arguments for:

e  Modern scientific development has led to the scientific community challengi ‘:19

e Insome ways, the scientific community has been successful in giving alte s

e  Many have pointed out that religious experiences could be explained by t EdUCﬂtlﬂﬂ
might have caused the individual to hallucinate.

. For example, some drugs, such as LSD, are known to cause hallucinations

A Level AQA Topic on a Page: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion: Answers Page 13



Arguments against:

They have been known to stimulate certain regions of the brain, such as t
lobes. These parts of the brain are known to be connected to the experien
scientific experiments such as the God Helmet by Michael Persinger.
Some within the scientific community have drawn comparison between t
had ‘religious experiences’ and the experiences of those with specific con
temporal lobe epilepsy.

TLE is a condition which affects the temporal lobe of the brain. Those affl
had experiences which can be compared almost directly to religious expe
Therefore, this can be seen as an explanation for religious experiences wi
explanation for the occurrence of religious experience without the need fi
It has been suggested that perhaps those who have been traditionally vie
religious visions (e.g. St Paul) may have suffered from this condition.
The observation of the effect that stimulation of the bruin by drugs, the G
condition such as TLE can cause experlences - " ery similar to rel
evidence in science that religious experi _ie'from the brain, not fr
These ideas are supported bv. gation and findings.

A further scientific ch2lle 1g dea of religious experience is posed b
psychoanalys v

nd religious experience by extension, as being the re
ructure to existence.

ple by believing in God, individuals are comforted that there is
and that death is not the end. It helps us manage our fear of what we do n
However, Freud argues that such fears are themselves childish and misgu
believe in something bigger than ourselves drives people to have religiou
their neurosis.

Some religious people have refuted this idea.
Some have pointed out that William James himself does not specify a specific
Therefore, according to his definition of a religious experience, there is n
experience could not be sought after (e.g. through means such as drugs).
Furthermore, many religious people, such as Christians, might argue that
one. They would argue that in his creation of human beings he would hav
be able to interact with him. Therefore, it would make sense for human b
religious things. They would argue that science has not shown the why, it
It is a way for God to interact with human beings. God in such religions is
followers of those religions would not consider such scientific challenges
complementary facts to their already held beliefs in a relational God.
Science is providing the explanation for how our brain processes religiou
disprove that they are from God. Theoretically, all these scientific endeav
brain are stimulated when a religious experience occurs - and, of course,
then you will experience a similar feeling.

The comparison can be made that to find the part of the brain which proc
does not exist. Therefore, the same cannot be said for religious experienc
The challenge laid down by Sigmund Freud is theoretically easier to chall
It appears to only express an opinion, and, while it is b sed on his knowle
emphatically not based in is scientific proof
Many of Freud’s other theories (e.g.
lack of scientific evidence and
experience are no dif

‘the conscience) are w
. Therefore, it could be arg
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