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Teacher’s Introduction

These revision summaries are designed to provide students with a detailed overview of everything they need to
know for their AS and A Level exams. It follows the Edugas Religious Studies specification for Component 2,
which focuses on Philosophy of Religion only. These topics are also included in the full A Level programme. A
separate resource is available for the topics in A Level, Year 2.

All students of different academic abilities will benefit from this overview as
it provides a clear and concise account of what to revise. The best way to
use these overviews is by providing students with a copy of a particular
topic once it has been taught in class. It is also possible to give the entire
pack to the students before they start their final revision for the exams.

Remember!

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

Glossary: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of discussion

and disagreement.

Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic, they are a clear and concise set of notes that

help students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic.

Key Texts/Scholars: A set of notes around any important philosopher and their works students may require

background information and understanding of.

Year 2 Advanced Considerations: A brief look at how students may incorporate Year 2 knowledge and

understanding into Year 1 topics.

Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary and a

way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

! Note: The checklist is presented in question format and these questions would be ideal to set for
homework or revision so that students can build the skills they need in order to progress to longer
exam-style questions.

Exam-style Question: A practice essay question with helpful assessment objectives, complete with levelled

mark schemes and indicative content at the end of the resource. These are useful for students approaching

their end-of-year exams or wishing to improve their essay technique on a particular topic.

At the end of the resource there is a true or false quiz which students can do as a quick test of their knowledge
and understanding of the entire material.

This structure clearly ensures students have not only a grasp on the key themes of each topic, but also a way to
understand their place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries, especially in helping their recollection of key
topics closer to their final exams.

June 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Inductive Arguments for the Exist
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Analogy: This is where something is compared to something else, usua
with.

Anthropic: This relates to humans. Itcor i 5t jﬁreek word for human

A posteriori: This literally me=-s s . « periénce. It refers to statements
at throu~’.' avir 3 wsérved something or experienced somet

Aesthetic: o u 'atcs‘ta"beauty. Aesthetics is the study of what is beau

Atheism:

“This is the position that believes that God or gods do not exis

Big Bang theory: This is a popular scientific theory that claims that the universe
was unimaginably small, dense and hot suddenly exploded an

universe.

Classical theism: This is the belief in the traditional idea of God from the Bible.
omniscient and omnibenevolent being.

Contingent being:  This refers to beings that have a beginning and an end and rel

existence.
Cosmology: This refers to the study of the universe and what it is made up
Darwinism: This is the position, that was first developed by Charles Darwi

into existence through the process of evolution by natural sel
creationists who believe that God created each and every indi

Empirical: This means using knowledge that wa< ~.* ed through using t

Inductive: This refers to a type of arjur ant © & starts with claims basec
observation or oks 5. r1Om these observation(s) a ge
the concl's"sii2 i = ..0re observations made, the stronger th
an 5.~ curtainty, itis only a prediction based on what ha

. _aentsare based on experience. For example:

S

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

“Uncle Sam is 60 and he has white hair {observation one)
Uncle Tom is 62 and he has white hair {(observation two)
All men of 60 and above have white hair (conclusion)

Infinite regress: This means going back indefinitely.

Necessary being: This refers to a being that does not rely on anything else for it
existence or goes out of existence.

Omnibenevolent:  This is an attribute of God. It describes God as being ultra-lovi

Omnipotent: This is an attribute of God. It describes God as being able to d

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Omniscient: This is an attribute of God. It describes God as knowing every

Synthetic: This refers to statements where the predicate in the stateme
says something about the subject of #* -, .atement) says som
the statement that adds som~ ' ig . ow-understanding of t
subject in a statemert -+ ha +‘3 scatement is about; for exa
notpartofth-. o = 107 a box that it should be on a table
toldis e 1 extra about this box.

SO

I9
Teleologicg . _surd s derived from the Greek word for end, purpose or
\ “approach focuses on ends, purposes or goals.

)
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Overview . . . . .
This topic examines two inductive arguments (the cosmological

argument) for the existence of God. These are considered to be forms of proo
presented by famous philosophers and theologians through the ages. Each arg
The teleological argument concludes that God exists as the designer of the univ
concludes that God exists as the unmoved mover, the uncaused cause and the n
existence of the universe. David Hume and the developmenf of science have pr
these two arguments. o

Key Points

9 9
oo VIR nents

oy
» Both th\smologlcal and the teleological arguments are inductive argume

develop the conclusion that God exists from observations of what happens
» Inductive arguments such as these are a posteriori. A posteriori means afte
inductive arguments reach their conclusions after experiencing things.

A. The Cosmological Argument

Aquinas’ three ways:

» The cosmological argument is an inductive argument based on a posteriori
universe (cosmos) being caused by something else.

» Aquinas argues, in his first way, that everything in the universe moves.

»  Things cannot move themselves. They must be moved by something else.

» There must have been a point when you had a first mover because infinite

»  That first mover was unmoved and is God.

» Aquinas argues, in his second way, that everythlh" o ‘Euniverse is caused

»  Things cannot cause themselves. They arzc J‘SF Ly :,omethmg else.

» There must have been a pomt whoryo, da first cause because infinite r

»  That first cause was unca: us an 1 uod

» Aquinas argues 0yt Qn «vay, that everything in the universe has a begin
bor. ! g._nt

»  If thing’ @,,co } world come into existence, there must have been a time wh

»  Nothing comes from nothing.

»  So, there must have been something that has always existed to bring other

» That being is necessary and is God.

The Kalam cosmological argument with reference to William Lane Craig:

» The Kalam argument was an ancient Arabic argument presented by Al-Kind
twelfth centuries CE.

» Craig is a modern-day defender of this argument.

»  This argument states that we would not be in the present if the universe wa

» This is because you cannot add in succession to the infinite as you do not h

»  Craig adds that this would also mean, for example, that you would have jus
events put together. :

> ; ; 7

»  Craig adds that history shows us H’** G 'ye. ifollowed another. These se
do not add up infinity. 48

»  This means that ’rh i e .nﬂs’i be finite and have a beginning in time.

7 Thebcgt¥ls « _uhiverse must have been caused because things cann

» That fii ;Eg\ 'e is God

» The Kalalit argument goes on to explain how God is the personal creator of

who purposely wanted to create the universe.
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Issues to consider:

»  Whether inductive arguments for God’s existence are persuasive. This issu
cosmological and teleological argument and comment on how either of the
Consider the criticisms and alternative explanations as well in the discussio
arguments. You can also compare these inductive arguments to the ontolo
which is deductive.

»  The extent to which the Kalam cosmological argume:. ionvincing Here
arguments are more convincing than the Kal- ... ‘g ; ,f%énc or vice versa, or
convincing. You need to make sure .. - ow iy ‘they are convincing or n

> The effectiveness of the cosr it 7. Argument for God’s existence. This is
version or all versiep o 2 Vamologlcal argument. You may think that on

st ail convmcmg or that none of them is convincing and

g&\ﬂc“ ;;‘r-
»  Whethe®Gsmological arguments for God's existence are persuasive in the

requires you to consider whether cosmological arguments are convincing in
accepted. You could discuss whether the scientific explanations are compa
argument. Some think that the Big Bang needed to be triggered by someon
contemporary philosopher who still supports the cosmological (Kalam) argu
acceptable in the twenty-first century.

B. The Teleological Argument
» The teleological argument is an inductive argument, based on a posteriori e
being designed.

Aquinas’ fifth way ‘from the governance of things’:
» Aquinas presented a version of the teleological argumen This was his fifth
an argument that focuses on regulanty in the na s 1: ea'o 1d

>

>

>

> <

» They must be directed by something that does the directing.
» That being is God.

William Paley’s watchmaker, analogy of complex design:

»  Paley imagines coming across a stone on the heath. He would not think ab

»  Paley then considers what he would think if he came across a watch. He w
come from somewhere.

»  Paley then asks why then we do not ask the same question about the stone

» The reason is that the watch has characteristics of being designed: being co
planning, the parts fitting together harmoniously and intelligence behind th
for Complexity, Harmoniousness, Intelligence, Purpose ar‘d Planning)

» The watch must have a designer.

»  Similar characteristics are ev:dent in the ratt ;‘é‘i’j ,~1u:'; Paley gave the exa

» The conclusion is that the world = _2 same characteristics as things
be designed. . 1

» The designer of "u ﬂ d

J,_arop:c and aesthetic arguments:

» Tennant: argues that there are three types of evidence in the natural world
o The world is ordered in a rational way.
o  The natural world has the necessities for life to form and be sustained.
o There has been a progression in evolution towards intelligent human li

» The universe is clearly not chaotic.

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 4 of 44
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The universe must have been designed to lead to intelligent life (humans).
The designer is God and the emergence of humans has been his plan.

The aesthetic argument is an extension of the anthropic principle.
Everywhere the universe appears beautiful.

This beauty is appreciated by humans and is not necessary for their survival
Someone must have designed the world to be this beautiful and be appreci
about through natural selection. Only things advantaﬁ" us to survival and
God is the designer of the universe and its be*{‘_t

Y VVVVYVYY

L

Issues to consider: i
»  The effectiveness of thett c;_;,‘:ai‘ argument for God’s existence. This iss

version orgll vei i .«'teleological argument. You may think that one
th n‘,,‘;af‘é“’lali convincing or that none of them is convincing and

»  Whether teieologmai arguments for God’s existence are persuasive in the twe
requires you to consider whether teleological arguments are convincing in an
accepted. You could discuss whether the scientific explanations are compatib
Some think that the theory of evolution by natural selection was part of God’s

C. Challenges to Inductive Arguments

Criticisms of the cosmological argument:

»  Criticisms of the cosmological argument focus on the use of the word neces
Bertrand Russell and David Hume argue that necessary is a concept only ap
not living beings.

»  Russell and Hume also argue that the cosmological argument makes a fallac
just because parts in the universe are caused, the whole universe is caused.
human individuals having mothers and jumping to the =~ aclusion that the h

» Hume argues that we have no experience of Hnh ;:«:bt_flng caused.

Criticisms of the teleological argum- L
»  Hume's criticisms of tbf “ = \I(‘" Tai argument attack the analogy made bet
world. Tha wor! il .«.ompared to something organic rather than mec

» Thereis also‘“the assumption that the designer is the God of classical theism
apprentice god. It could also be no god at all.

Alternative scientific explanations:
» The Big Bang theory is one alternative theory of how the universe was caus
an infinitely small, infinitely dense, infinitely hot singularity exploding. At th
and space came into existence. Since that time, the universe has expanded
red shift seen by powerful telescopes. The red shift shows remnants from t
»  Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection is an alternative e
is not ordered or harmonious but the result of the struggle for survival betw
organisms have developed advantageous features that have allowed them
features are passed on through inheritance and eventm y form a new spec
brutal rather than orderly and harmonious.

Issues to consider: .
»  The effectiveness of the «' .1
consider whethe“ ol g

consider whether the criticisms of the teleological argument put forward by

why you are convinced by them. Do they have satisfactory alternative expl
»  Whether scientific explanations are more persuasive than philosophical exp
existence. This issue requires you to consider whether scientific explanatio
Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection are adequate. Can they e

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 5 of 44
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Key Texts/Scholars

Al-Ghazali (c.1058-1111 CE):
Al-Ghazali was a famous Sunni Muslim mystic and philosopher. He used the Kal
cosmoloegical argument in his philosophical writings.

Al-Kinoi {c.801-873 CE): -
Al-Kindi was a Muslim philosopher and matha,1a ci~...no was inspired by the
He wrote at least 200 books. In h|< 2rkinho el books he refers to the Kalam v
argument. : 1

Thomas 11‘;;9 he.s U 325- 1274)
y famous theologian and Dominican monk based in France. H
philosopher Arlstotle and adapted his work to Christianity. Aguinas presents fiv
God must exist. The first three arguments are versions of the cosmological argu

argument from degree and his fifth way is a version of the teleological argumen

William Lane Craig (1949-):

Craig is a contemporary American philosopher who defends the existence of Go
Kalam version of the cosmological argument. He is a Christian apologist (someo
had many debates with atheists such as Sam Harris.

Davio Hume (1711-1776):

Hume presents a version of the design argument in order to then present his cri
Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Hume was an atheist Hume is also kno
argues that you cannot combine the a priori with the - >, * » *. They belong to
gaining knowledge. A priori relates to the ara’ 'tl ‘0 ,,,:-hmgs you reason abou
what is in the world. Necessary truth- - oL .
2 is a necessary truth and is > it *d’:jw 1+ mrough reasoning alone, according to H
Hume's fork arethe < 't 5, 1+ = sosteriori and contingent truths. These relate t
This is why 'dc, ._not believe God can be necessary or that a priori argume
of God. ’

Frederick Robert Tennant (1866-1957):
Tennant was a British theologian and philosopher of religion. He argues that Go
purpose of evolution. He put forward the anthropic principle and the aesthetic
the teleological argument, to explain this.

William Paley (1743-1805):

Paley presented his design argument in his book Natural Theology. Paley starts
walking on the heath and coming across a stone. Nobody would question why t
question why a watch was there because it shows clear signs of being designed.
the world, such as a human eye. They show the same charaz’ zristics of being de

designed by God. Paley’s teleological argument wasr o it t teleological argu

Bertrand Russell (1872-10704
Lord Russell was a famow £ e >cholar and sided with a movement know
ngs ‘that can be venfled are worth conS|derlng Thi

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 6 of 44
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Year 2 — Aovanced Considerations

These inductive arguments for the existence of God can be incorporated into o
you can use the cosmological and teleological arguments as evidence that relig
language in a cognitive sense. They want to prove God exists in a factual way.

explanations could be just a different language game. You can also give Craig a
apologist in the topic on New Atheism in Year 2. Darwini . ‘turns in the topi
religious belief. You will also need to know kev cr ik | articularly those rel
posteriori and induction, for understard’ .. « | sai positivism. Logical positivis

on religious language at A Leve!. «uin s .\,ﬂso a key figure in the A Level topic o

What Do | Know? Noldea | Some
® Idea ® | Id

What kind of argument is the cosmological and
teleological argument?

What are Aquinas’ three ways of proving God
exists?

What is the Kalam argument?

What did Craig add to the Kalam argument?

Are inductive arguments for the existence of God
persuasive?

Is the Kalam argument convincing?

Are cosmological arguments effective arguments... -~
in proving God exists? . :
Are cosmological arguments relz.q * -
twenty-first century? .. o

| fii 1 way of proving God exists?

What is Paley’s teleclogical argument?

What does Tennant argue in relation to the
teleological argument?

Is the teleological argument effective in proving
God exists?

Are teleological arguments relevant in the
twenty-first century?

What are the criticisms of the cosmological
argument?

Are the criticisms of the cosmological argument
effective?

What are the criticisms of the teleological

argument? L
Are the criticisms of the teleolor a3 5 dent
effective? P’
What scieg ‘XL 4o wens are there as

TR < ;
alternative zﬁg‘,‘m cosmological and teleological
arguments ™

Are the alternative scientific explanations that
replace the cosmological and teleological
argument more persuasive?

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 7 of 44
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Exam-style Questions

AS Level

A. Examine the cosmological argument with reference to Aquinas (25

HINTS

e This question is testing your knowledge o iad ’fbnding {Assessment O
recognised by the term exc:mmb 2 se, - niand words include ‘appl

e The examiners willbe I:..oa o Jwacé your answer in one of the follov
Marks | e What type of answ

¢ An answer that is thorough, correct and releve
The answer addresses all aspects of the ques;

e  There is depth to the answer, showing insigh

5 21-25 good examples
There are plenty of references to texts and /¢
The answer is clear and has used specialist
throughout.

e An answer that is correct and relevant.

The answer addresses the question.

4 16—20 | ® There is some depth to the answer with deta
are references to texts and/or scholars where
acknowledged.

e The answer is clear and specialist ferminology

e An answer that has a lot that is correct and re

e The answer cddresses T | aspects of the qut

3 11—15 ¢ Thereissome > A . der. and depth with sc

¢  There o= af re aL\,$ o texts and some con
g L

T > answer is quite clear and specialist term
A limited answer which shows some knowledg
¢ Part of the question is answered. '
6—10 | * Thereis limited depth to the answer.

e There is some reference to alternative positi
examples and references to texts to illustra

®  Some specialist terminology is used.

e The answer shows some basic knowledge and
points that are relevant or accurate.

Partially answers the question.
Lacks depth in the form of critical analysis w

1 1-5 between texts and/or scholars.

e Some reference to alternative positions but m
incorrect, unclear or underdeveloped. Ther
scholars or texts.

*  Spedcialist terminology is vary rarely mentione

0 0 *  Nothing worthy of 7 '

Here is a suggestion of what you corlc ~ i eqiar porogroph

e In your first paragrapb >y e %;wme some general points about th
will explain what ;Ll; dféument the cosmological argument is an
indigtive .« &,- L ICave ‘arguments mixed up. Make sure you explain

e - el argument is inductive and what that means demonstr

e | ,,_/:.econd paragraph explain Aquinas’ first way. In order to geft i
give more details to the steps of the arguments.

®  In your third paragraph explain Aquinas’ second way.

e In the final paragraph, explain Aquinas’ third way.

®  You do not need a conclusion, but some students like to give a brief sun
limited time and it won’t get you extra marks.

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 8 of 44
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B.

‘The cosmological argument is effective in proving God exists’. Ev.

HINTS

e  This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Objective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘evaluate’.
inverted commas.

e  The examiners will be looking to place ~:

rin one of the follo

Marks i

Band ”m What type of an

An answer is well-reasoned with deta

¢ The answer is appropriate to the ques

critical analysis.

5 21-25 | e  The answer shows clarity and insightfu
examples and evidence.

e  Textual references are included. :
Specialist terminology is used consistent;

e  Different sides to the argument are pr ‘

and evaluation based on the points mag¢

®  Most of the answer is appropriate to
and evidence.

e The answer is clear and contains some ¢
examples and evidence.

Textual references are included to illust:
Specialist terminology is used correctl
Different sides to the argument are con:

The answer has . :fthqt is correct, re
mainly ¢~ ;
3 P1=15 | e Th o is e depth with examples an

4 16-20

% b4t of the scholarly and/or textual vi :
“ and ore relevant.

Spedcialist terminology is used correctl

A limited answer that is one-sided wit|
made.

The answer is basic in answering the r
2 6-10 ®  There is limited depth with few example

There are some textual references to su
point is made clearly.

The answer is quite clear and uses some
There is an answer to the question, but 1
Most of the answer is inaccurate or irrel
Little development of the points made
Limited points are made with very few
Specialist terminology is very rarely me
Nothing worthy of credit.

|
O
® e o 0o o o |0

0 0

Here is a suggestion of what you could put i” SR *h

e In your first paragraph, you ¢ w e _asons why Aquinas’ cosmolog
the Kalam c:rgument ls oW .1e foct thcf it is still used today by ¢

e |n ycur conclusion give o final answer to the question and support you
argued in one of your points in the main body of your answer.

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 9 of 44
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A Level

C. Examine the cosmological argument with reference to Aquinas (20

e  This question is testing your knowledge and understanding (Assessmen
recognised by the term ‘examine’. Other commm“‘ words include ‘ap
‘outline’. y-

e At A level the AOT questionis autr 2 Y r z.m‘s not 25

¢  The examiners will be o274 *o Do your answer in one of the follo

What type of answ

An answer that is thorough, correct and rel
The answer is entirely clear and answers a
5 17-20 There is depth to the answer, showing insig
good examples.

There are references to texts and/or schol
Specialist terminology is used consistently
An answer that is correct and relevant.

The answer addresses the question and di
acknowledged.

There is some depth and detail with good
References to texts and/or scholars are m
The answer is clear and specialist terminol
An answer that has o lot that is correct and
The answer addresses mqs'r of the aspects o
3 9-12 | * There is some devni . nt and depth with

e Some refere wé r = mc:de and there are
bet. o o thilufs and /or texts and some k
‘. alist terminology is used correctly.

4 13-16

# A limited answer which shows some knowle

The answer addresses the question in a lim
connections are made between scholars an

There is some reference to alternative posi
examples.

e Few references to texts to illustrate points
e  Some specialist terminology is used.

e The answer shows some basic knowledge a
points that are relevant or accurate.

e The question is partly answered with some
positions but most of the answer is incorrec

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

] 1=4 e There is limited depth where the answer la
making few or no connections between tex COPYRIGHT
e There is little or no reference to scholars or
e Specialist terminology is very rarely menti PROTECTED
0 0 e  Nothing worthy of croft

Here is a suggestion of what you coulc:n t P f_ﬁat.n’“bdl’dgl’d ph:

® In your first parqgrdph e . write some general points about
will explain whn gt of 2 qrgumem‘ the cosmological argument is a
induztive o0 o0 .we'arguments mixed up. Make sure you explain

nc - ical argument is inductive and what that means demonstr

* ,,_.i.econd paragraph explain Aquinas’ first way. A Level answe
steps of the arguments.

® In your third paragraph explain Aquinas’ second way.

® In the final paragraph, explain Aquinas’ third way.
You do not need a conclusion, but some students like to give a brief su
limited time and it won’t get you extra marks.

'9
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D. ‘The cosmological argument is effective in proving God exists’. Ev.

HINTS

e This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate the «
or AQ2). This can be recognised by the term ‘evaluate’. it usually starts w
At A Level the AO1 question is out of 30 marks, not 25.
It is important at A Level o make sure your eve.. . on is not formulaic.
should not be one argument for, one ar- .« n i Jauist, one argument f
The answer should flow fromore = -~ at ~ e iext and sometimes this n
two or more pom’rs in fove . ¢ )’h‘ ¥ suvely.

An answer is well-reasoned with detailed ané

The answer is appropriate to the question.
insightful discussion.

There is critical analysis with good examples :
Textual references are included.
Specialist terminology is used consistently a

Different sides to the argument are present
evaluation based on the points made.

Most of the answer is appropriate to the que:
There is some critical analysis with examples ¢
Textual references are included to illustrate t
Specialist terminology is used correctly.

Different sides to the argument are conside
evidence or textual references.

The answer has o lot Thc* 5 correct and relev:
There is some dnr e
Most of *h st 10"
l”—‘ X . = A
« rcinist termsnology is used correctly.
“A hmned answer that is one-sided.
The onswer is basic in answering the require
There are a limited number of points made w

There are textual references to support the
clearly.

Some specialist terminology is used. ,
There is an answer to the question, but this is |
Most of the answer is inaccurate or irreleva
Little development of the points made.
Limited reference to textual sources.
Specialist terminology is very rarely mentione
Nothing worthy of credit. ‘

5 25-30

4 19-24

3 13-18

nd/or textual views

¥

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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"7-12

|
o
e e o 0 o o]0

0 0
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Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

e In your first parqgrqph you could give reasons why Aquinas’ cosmolo
the Kalam argument is effective. The fact that it is <till used today by ¢
might be one of the reasons why it is effectiva. -

®  You also need to consider the criticisms . 1 t - »Lmoioglcul argument
there are better scientific eXDI' S - D

Perhaps you think ’rhc:f Sedfie i explcmctsons are compqnble with 'rE

You could mclu

the g tur

'9
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Activity: Now have a go at writing your own responses to the questic
above OR using your own ideas.
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Deductive Arguments for the Exis

_______________________________________ Gz L. O
Analytic: This refers to statements where the predicate in the statement (
says something about the subject of the st2f ;/ment) says nothing
statement. Asubjectina statement + .t e statementis abo
insects with eight !egs e
A priori: This literaliy mez L9 v Aperxence it refers to statements or

arrived x' ki tasonmg and no experience was involved.

T :;,, S tola type of argument that starts with a universal pren
"jthén applies this to a specific instance of something or someone.

" arguments must be true if the premises are true. Deductive argu
and do not involve having to use experience to arrive at the conc

All spiders have eight legs (universal premise)
This insect has eight legs (specific example)
It is a spider (conclusion)

Metaphysical: There are two meanings. In this topic, if something is metaphysi
plausible. It does not necessarily mean it is definite.

Necessary: This usually refers to truths that are necessary. Necessary truths
otherwise and are true in all possible worlds (dream world, other
Necessary is also used in relation to God. Here it is understood t
something that has no beginning or end and relies on nothing els

Ontology: This refers to what exists. You may, for example, have in your ont.
UFOs. The ontological argument is, there‘# én argument that lo

Premise: This is those parts of an ar,qu*ﬂe T t‘r
conclusionmade. .~

Theoldc .+ .

, ,-Qd to the conclusion. Th

Thalers: ,,.A.,ms's;a where Immanuel Kant lived. Itis belie

This theme examines different versions of the ontological argum
existence of God. The first of these is the ontological arguments presented by A
argument is that of Descartes. The third ontological argument is by a more rece
These ontological arguments have been criticised by Gaunilo, a contemporary o
Descartes’ ontological argument in mind in his criticism.

Key Points

Anselm’s Ontological Arguments

Anselm’s first ontological argument:

» Anselm’s ontological argument is written in respcw i %e fool’ in Psalm 1
no God. - "

»  Anselm wants to show that ’thet‘_; s ong contradictory because God by

cannot say he does not 2 :

The ontolggical =« , '« 1t La deductlve argument based on a priori reason

3L Jt_-rsé'lypremlse which defines God as the greatest conceiv

T

oD
In Pros XEcge?2 , Anselm defines God as ‘that than which no greater can be c

conceivable bemg.
»  From this definition of God, a step is made to explain that to be the greatest
» The argument concludes by stating that God must exist because he is defin
conceivable being.

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 12 of 44
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Anselm’s second ontological argument:

» In Proslogion 3, Anselm defines God as a necessary being. This is because
being and so that must also mean he has necessary existence.

» Anselm argues that it is possible to think of a being who never began to ex
This is a necessary being.

» Itis also possible to think of a being that does not exist at all.

»  Out of these two options {a necessary being or no br > t all}, a being tha
being that does not exist at all. :

»  Anselm concludes thatas God isthe £ o> ‘AC(.,.;déiVBNE being, he must also

Issues: 2 2"
» Theexg ¥R w i . . fi:'for‘i“ arguments for God’s existence are persuasive.
11\:;3,4 lats do not rely on experience which can be fallible (mistaken) a
argumer: ‘are more reliable. If the premises are true, then the conclusion m
premises might not be true. This can be illustrated with the ontological argu
universal premise, that defines God as the greatest conceivable being (or sup
not everyone’s definitions of God. Other philosophers, Gaunilo and Kant, ha
Itis the case that a priori arguments are not going to prove anything existing
metaphysical possibility. It might be better to opt for inductive arguments th
» The extent to which different religious views on the nature of God impact
God. This point is referring to the fact that different religious views mean
result is that the universal premise, the first premise in an ontological argu
means the rest of the ontological argument won’t work. You will also nee
argument from the previous theme and whether different religious views
teleclogical argument, the religious view must see God as a perfect design
and suffering in the world suggests that the design is not »erfect. For the
God must be regarded as an unmoved mover, an ;> as id cause and a ne
view their god, gods or goddesses as this.

Descartes” and Maler!s < (Y aological Arguments

Descartes’ gl gi = . . .iment:

» Descar _;ts his ontological argument by considering the essence of th
» The esse ‘of a triangle is to have three sides.

» The essence of God is to exist. The reason for this is that God is ‘a supremel:
definition of God).

To be the supremely perfect being involves possessing all perfections.
Existence is a perfection.

God, as the supremely perfect being, must exist.

Descartes adds that thinking of God existing is the same as thinking of mo

YV VY

Malcolm’s ontological argument:

» Norman Malcolm is a modern recent defender of the ontological argumen

» Malcolm agrees that Anselm’s first ontological argument and Descartes’ o
because you cannot bring God into existence by defirit - 4im as perfect.

fés <hat if God is the

o 'existence, then he is a

»  Malcolm focuses on God as a necessary beins b 'y
cannot come into existence. If he w»j“ Wi ag S
perceive God.

» The same applies to 7 & w© ex:st That would also make him limit

7 If God et ¢ : :i;'“_v?-eXIstence another alternative is to clalm that God

> God novas aung can be the only possible option if it is logically absurd to t
» ltis not logically absurd to think of God existing.
»  This means that God has necessary existence and necessarily exists.
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Issues:

» The effectiveness of the ontological argument for God’s existence. Herey
versions of the ontological argument and which one works better. You wil
from the next section.

»  Whether the ontological argument is more persuasive than the cosmologi
God’s existence. Here you need to compare the ontological argument wit
You might find deductive arguments more persuasiv. . ‘ause they are m
rely on the premises being true. You may pr .t ,?duttive arguments
evidence. However, as the criticism ! - ii.Zuctive arguments have sho
reliable or evenrelevant. v 7

-

C. Chali : 10 1 OUntological Argument

Gaunilo: :

»  Gaunilo was a contemporary of Anselm. He was a monk but preferred em
existence.

»  Gaunilo criticised Anselm’s first ontological argument. He named his work

»  Gaunilo rejected the idea of defining God as the greatest conceivable bein
beyond our imagination.

»  Gaunilo argues that Anselm’s logic can be applied to anything defined as p

» He gives the example of a perfect island. According to this logic, the perfe
this is impossible.

Kant:

» Immanuel Kant argues that existence is not a perfection or a property of a

» Existence is a category. Things belong to categories of existence or non-ex

» Kantillustrates this with the example of 100 thalers. * | u imagine 100 th
in front of you. The amount does not change w2 at ._;k:théy have become r
and not 101 thalers because ithas b o»  reus tis preferable to have 10

> Inthe same way, thinking of Lot & ;ung does not make him perfect.

Issues: . 0 .
[+ A
» Theefi ;;es“é. of the challenges to the ontological argument for God’s
conside ™ ether Gaunilo and Kant have successfully challenged the differ

argument. The fact that Malcolm, more recently, has presented a version
argument would suggest that this version is more plausible. However, Ma
example, just because it is not logically impossible to think of God existing,
exist. Malcolm also makes the jump from God having necessary existence
must compare Gaunilo’s criticism with that of Kant.

» The extent to which objections to the ontological argument are persuasive
to the previous one. You need to consider both Gaunilo and Kant’s criticis
persuasive enough.

Key Texts/Scholars

Ansclm of Canterbury (c.1033-1109): .+
Anselm was archbishop of Canterburv ar . '}aw-’fh’é' existence of God in his
tries to argue that ‘the fool’ frorsa Y ._;;j...é:rid 53 in the Bible is making a mist
no God'. Theidea of Gr( s ./ ~upremely perfect being and that means he m

Rene Descartes (1596-1650):
Descartes is a famous French rationalist philosopher who is considered to be th
philosophy. One of his most famous works is Meditations in First Philosophy. H
his own version of the ontological argument to prove God exists in his Meditati
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Gaunilo of Marmoutiers (994-1083):
Gaunilo was a Benedictine monk in France and a contemporary of Anselm. He is
ontological argument. Gaunilo favoured empirical arguments for proving God exi

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804):

Kant is an important philosopher who argued that you can combine a priori wit
when we are born with things, such as concepts of tirr 5o ‘Ewace and they hel
respect to his criticism of the ontological argrire: £, k. = "i‘d not believe this wo
existence is a perfection is false. If tk‘ M8 s false in a deductive argument
Kant believes that the mora’ A _orthe existence of God is the only valid

Year 2 — Aovanced Considverations

Concepts such as a priori and deductive will return in other themes in Year 2. Y
concepts in relation to Hume’s fork, which will help your understanding of logic
a key movement in the topic on religious language at A Level.

Student Checklist

No Idea Some Good

Idea @

What Do | Know?

What kind of argument is the ontological
argument?

What is Anselm’s first ontological . .~ =
argument? &t N

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

What is Anselm ssetr i

To what ex{gg : .:q-‘e a priori arguments

persuasive?

To what extent do other religious views
on the nature of God impact on
arguments for the existence of God?

What is Descartes’ ontological argument?

What is Malcolm’s ontological argument?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

How effective is the ontological
argument in proving God exists?
Are ontological arguments more
persuasive than cosmological or
teleological arguments?

How does Gaunilo criticise the
ontological argument? .

'9

How doesg
argument:

it ,,,me ontologlcal

)

Education

Are the chanenges to the ontological
argument effective?

How persuasive are the challenges to the
ontological argument?
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Exam-style Questions

AS Level

A. Examine the ontological argument with reference to Anselm (25 ma:

*  This question is testing your knowledge and 1 .. i Hing {Assessment Ol
recognised by the term ‘examine’. Che ‘covydnd words include ‘appl
e The examiners will be looki- 3 .0 1 . » your answer in one of the follow:

What type of answ

An answer that is thorough, correct and relevai
The answer addresses all aspects of the ques

There is depth fo the answer, showing insight
5 21-25 examples.

There are plenty of references to texts and/

The answer is clear and has used specialist ter
throughout.

An answer that is correct and relevant.
The answer addresses the question.

There is some depth to the answer with detail ¢
are references to texts and/or scholars wher
acknowledged.

The answer is clear and specialist terminolog
An answer that has a lot that is correct and r
The answer addresses most aspects of the que:
There is some developme:t and depth with sorg

There are referenc 5 - 4&> s and some conn
cmd/or tex:: v th'=.. & knowledge of divers

¢ Thooovy qmte clear and specialist terminc
249 ted answer which shows some knowledge
5 ‘Part of the question is answered.

5210 | ® There is limited depth to the answer.

There is some reference to alternative position:
examples and references fo texts to illustrate g

¢  Some specialist terminology is used.

e The answer shows some basic knowledge and :
points that are relevant or accurate.

Partially answers the question.

Lacks depth in the form of critical analysis wh
1 1-5 between texts and/or scholars.

e Some reference to alternative positions but mo
unclear or underdeveloped. There is little or

4 16-20

3 11-15

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

texts.
® Specialist terminology is very rarely mentionec CO PY RIGHT
0 0 o Nothing worthy of credit. PROTECTED

Here is a suggestion of what you could put in earh v iraph:
e In your first paragraph it is good to wrie's senéral pomts about th
explain what type of an argum n = 2 ¢ gloguccl argument is and why
inductive and deductive = 1> = 5 nixed up. Make sure you explain
the on’rologncc:l ooy At 5 jeductive and what that means demonstr
U In vour seoor 0 ayraph focus on Anselm’s first version of the ontolog
ety ﬂep' of the argument. This demonstrates development.
:,mexr by explaining that Anselm presented this argument in res

'9
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ThIS is a reference to religious scripture.

e Your third paragraph explains Anselm’s second version of the ontolog
explain key terms such as necessary and contingent.

e Do not explain any of the criticisms or any other versions of the ontologicc
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B. ‘Gaunilo’s response to Anselm’s ontological argument is stronger t;
claim (25 marks).

HINTS

e  This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘assess’ or *
quote in inverted commas.

e  The exominers will be looking to place wi ©

Marks
Band

rer’in one of the follov

Level ‘ 1

“An answer is well-reasoned with detailed anc
o The answer is appropriate to the question and t

21-25 | ® The answer shows clarity and insightful discu :
evidence.
e Textual references are included.
Specialist terminology is used consistently anc
e Different sides to the argument are present
evaluation based on the points made.
®  Most of the answer is appropriate to the qu
evidence.

e The answer is clear and contains some critic
evidence.

Textual references are included to illustrate f
Specialist terminology is used correctly.
Different sides to the argument are conside
The answer has a lot that is correct, relevant
There is some depth v 31 xamples and evi
Most of the sc’. Adjor textual views
releven .

o 1 ‘o terminology is used correctly.

. __admited answer that is one-sided with a lim
The answer is basic in answering the require
There is limited depth with few examples or €
There are some textual references to suppo
made clearly. :
The answer is quite clear and uses some spec§
There is an answer to the question, but this is £
Most of the answer is inaccurate or irrelevant.
Little development of the points made.
Limited points are made with very few examj
Specialist terminology is very rarely mentio
Nothing worthy of credit.

4 16-20

3 11-15

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

°
.
°
1 1-5 °
°
.
°

0 0

Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph: COPYRIGHT

e In the first paragraph it is good to start off by explaining why Gauni PROTECTED
logic of the ontological argument and that by defin’ag something as pe

® In the next paragraph you could explain th .. « Jld be resolved b
from an island. God has necessary -2x! zf'é‘?ﬁ} whiereas an island is co
makes in a later chapter of Mi . 1 o yion™3.

e In the third paraarc .- it i
fact that exizi v

is 1. outo look at why Kant's argument might ‘9
_»id property or perfection. This makes sense.

)

Education

t's criticism is stronger than Gaunilo’s. You then explain brief
respond to and it is true that existence is not a property of something
any new argument in it.

e Alternatively, you might think that Gaunilo’s argument is stronger bec
argument. Defining things as perfect doesn’t bring them into existenc
in your conclusion.

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 17 of 44



A Level

C. Examine how Anselm proves the existence of God (20 marks).

HINTS

e This question is testing your knowledge and understanding {Assessment Of
recognised by the term ‘examine’. Other command words include ‘apply’
e At A Level the AO1 question is out of 20 marke...o 25.

e  The examiners will be looking to place = ‘o 5 ‘erin one of the follov.

Marks [ 1 o
Band %
" An answer that is thorough, correct and releve
e The answer is entirely clear and answers all

M]7_20 ¢ There is depth to the answer, showing insigh
examples.

There are references to texts and/or scholars
Specialist terminology is used consistently anc
An answer that is correct and relevant.
The answer addresses the question and dive
There is some depth and detail with good ex:
References to texts and/or scholars are made
The answer is clear and specialist terminolog
An answer that has a lot that is correct and re
The answer addresses most of the aspects o
There is some development and depth with s¢

Some references are made and there are s
scholars and /or texts and some knowledge

Specialist termmology is L ed correctly.
A limited answer »
e The answe: a dre

What type of answ

4 13-16

3 9-12

.4 the c;ues'rlon in a limite:

conr Ly . are made between scholars and
A e ome reference to alternative positi
éxamples.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Few references to texts to illustrate points a
Some specialist terminology is used. ‘
The answer shows some basic knowledge and
points that are relevant or accurate.

e The question is partly answered with some r
positions but most of the answer is incorrect, u

] 1=4 e There is limited depth where the answer lac
few or no connections between texts and/o
There is little or no reference to scholars or
Specialist terminology is very rarely mentione
0 0 e  Nothing worthy of credit.

COPYRIGHT
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Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

e In your first paragraph it is good to write some general points about the
explain what type of an argument the ontological argument is and why.
deduction is. Explaining that the ontological argur« - is deductive and
use of specialist terminology. In order to inch e wic ! analysis, you cou
arguments provide conclusions ’rhc:t are G ffc' i1he premises are. They p
inductive arguments. o

e In your second parcy pn L o”n’AnseIm’s version of the ontological ¢
mclude every, X b drgumenf This demonstrates development

'9

)

Education

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Eduqgas: Component 2 Page 18 of 44



D. ‘Gaunilo’s response to Anselm’s ontological argument is stronger t:
claim (30 marks).

HINTS

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by tho term ‘evaluate’. |:
inverted commas. .

At A Level the AO1 question is out ¢ 3 /m

It is important at A Level to 1 «e . . | your evaluation is not formulaic.
should not be one ¢ mér i 6ne orgument against, one argument f
The answer “Rn gty ;iom one point to the next and sometimes this 5

et in fqvour consecutively.

Level What type of answe

An answer is well-reasoned with detailed anc
The answer is appropriate to the question.
insightful discussion.

There is critical analysis with good example
Textual references are included.

Specialist terminology is used consistently a
Different sides to the argument are presentec
evaluation based on the points made.

Most of the answer is appropriate to the qu
There is some crifical analysis with examples ¢
Textual references are 7.+ uded to illustrate t
Specialist term’=2 ¢ 5y 2d correcily.
Differar. < He ff n.e'af‘gument are conside
iy ine ;5. textual references.

; >-answer has a lot that is correct and rele
“There is some depth with examples or evide
Most of the scholarly and/or textual views
relevant.

Specialist terminology is used correctly.

A limited answer that is one-sided.

The answer is basic in answering the require
There are a limited number of points made

2 7-12 evidence.

There are textual references to support the
clearly.

Some specialist terminology is used.

5 25-30

4 19-24

There is an answer to the question, but this is |
Most of the answer is inaccurate or irreleva
Little development of the points made.
Limited reference to tex!.sl sources.
Specialist termmc so+ 4 vory rarely mentione
Nothmq vt x dit.

—
—
|
o
e e o o o o |0

0 0

o ‘

which is Ilkely ?o be more successful in proving the actual existence of
In the next paragraph you could explain that this could be resolved by
different from an island. God has necessary existence whereas an is
that Anselm makes in a later chapter of his Proslogion. You could ad
necessary existence that link to the cosmological argument.
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HINTS

In the third paragraph it is good to look at why Kant’s argument might
fact that existence is not a property or perfection. This makes sense.
respond to which makes it stronger than Gaunilo’s.
In the next paragraph, you could consider ways in " hich Kant’s criticisr
not argue that existence should be added . 'n * ¢ cept of God just t
God must exist. T
In the next paragraph, yor. s 4ic 1 < respond to this by stressing that
defining God as ‘th- 2 a1 « .wuriceivable being’, this does not mean h
was ‘the gre = s .0 z.véble being’, he would be necessary.
£l st w'conclusion where you provide a final answer to the q
M1’ criticism is stronger than Gaunilo’s. You then explain briefly
rta‘r‘i& to and it is true that existence is not ¢ property of something.
any new argument in it.

You could include material from Year 2 in your answer. For example,
from the nature of religious language or from the topic of New Atheis
integration.

Alternatively, you might think that Gaunilo’s argument is stronger beca
argument. Defining things as perfect doesn’t bring them into existence
in your conclusion.

Activity: Now have a go at writing your own responses to the questi
above OR using your own ideas.
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The Problem of Evil and Suf

______________________________________ Gz' L, 01

Counterfactual hypothesis: John Hick uses this as part of his defence of the e
and suffering. He argues th=t Sod could not achie
perfect their soulsif ...« ve =2 no evil and suffer
are necessary.‘oi '1u ~.4 to develop their souls.

Epistemic distance: L « 5us thls as part of his defence of the e
d rfermg He argues that humans cannot kno
“be distanced from humans. if we did know God a
just obey him and not develop our souls on our ov
development of souls.

Eschatological justification: This is a term John Hick uses in his defence of the
refers to the end of time. Eschatological justificat
forgiven when they die. This allows God to be jus

The Fall: This is the event in Genesis when Adam committe
state of obedience and innocence.

Free will: This is a key concept that is used in most theodici
the idea that we are entirely free to make our ow
decisions we make that are not determined by an
are fully responsible for the choices we make.

Inconsistent triad: This is an argument used to prove that the God of
person who presents this argument is J L Mackie.

and so he has the power to dc anything. Godis o

creatures he has crea+ ! - n ansandanimals). T

ter, -~ c-omnipotent, he would

Moral evil:

“a moral evil.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

This is suffering caused by natural events. A volca
die is natural evil.

Omnibenevolent: This is an attribute of God. It describes God as bei

Omnipotent: This is an attribute of God. It describes God as bei
powerful.

Omniscient: This is an attribute of God. It describes God as all-

Original sin: This is the first sin committed in the Bible. It was
from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Bad. Th
forbidden and so Adam disobeyed.

COPYRIGHT
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Second-order goods: These are good feelings that arise out of evil and
second-order goods include compassion, courage

Soul-deciding: This describes atheor.» = a1 1rgues that there is
order to test ~ur €sr. >~ & <o them. How a perso
what ‘v | nuothem in the afterlife. Augusti

: Udl '3 W 1g1

'9

Soul-making: T hls descrlbes a theodicy that argues that there is
that humans can develop their souls. Irenaeus an 09
theodicy. .
Education
Theodicy: This refers to a reply from a religious apologist (so

the problem of evil. It explains why God and evil
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The presence of evil and suffering in the world is one of the bigg

existence of God. There is a logical inconsistency in the fact that an omnipotent
evil to occur. There is also evidential proof that an omnipotent and omnibenevol
looking at the sheer amount of evil and suffering that happens. Various theologi
present, have defended the existence of God in the face of evil and suffering. T
of God and of humans in a world where there is evil and suffering. Each theodic
allowed moral and natural evil in the world. There arz it (1 val problems with
overall problem that there is just too much evil an /s fo 1.9 in'the world to justif
omnibenevolent and omnipotent God. . . .

Natural and Mora\l Evil
» Natural evil is suffering caused by natural events. These acts cause people
» Moral evil is evil caused by deliberate human acts. These acts cause others

The Logical and Evivential Problem of Evil

Epicurus:

» It makes sense logically to question the existence of an omnibenevolent an
presence of evil.

»  Epicurus was one of the first to recognise the logical problem of evil.

»  Epicurus argued that an omnipotent, omniscient and omnibenevolent God
world where nothing goes wrong.

» Things do go wrong.

» An omnipotent, omniscient and ommbenevolpnfr e \aa. not have created

Mackie:
» Theinconsistent triad“", ’
> .

‘2';;: 1 i the logical problem of evil.
4 Ioglcal problem of evil:

O o

o) There is evil in the world.

o If God were omnibenevolent and omnipotent, he would intervene and
animals to suffer.

o As he has not, God must not exist.

There is evidence to suggest that an omnipotent and omnibenevolent God
William Rowe gives the example of a fawn trapped in a forest fire.

An omnipotent and omnibenevolent God would prevent this from happeni
It does happen and so God probably doesn’t exist.

Paul: oAl

»  Gregory Paul gives the example =~/ r an ; 1. of innocent children that suffer
»  These children don’t ha:'r “\‘\ o sarh from natural and moral evil.

» Anomnipgtent oo (™ _aevolent God would prevent this suffering from
> n. a so'the God of classical theism does not exist.
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Issues:

>

The theodicy:

» Augustine presents a soul-deciding theodicy.

» Augustine argues that the world was made perfect.

»  Evil came into the world when Adam committed the original sin through h
inherited this sin from Adam.

» Evilis, therefore, a consequence of sin. Itis a lack of total goodness in the
deprivation. Evil is a lack of goodness.

»  This meant that humans fell from a state of innocence and obedience. Thi
creation becoming imperfect because of the absence of total goodness.

»  Augustine argues that following in Christ’s footsteps and choosing the Cro
help overcome evil.

Challenges: ;,

» Many would argue that the account > re_is and 3 are not to be take
of the Bible, you will beilevo svat .vent did not literally happen. The i
among Chrlstians by L utine’s view is very harsh and does not enc
that woglilin = o whole of humanity in this way.

» There 1193@ scientific errors in Augustine’s account of what happened.
humanixeé:cended from one single pair of humans. It is more likely that
and that they came about gradually through evolution by natural selection
that humans could not have inherited sin from Adam.

» There are also moral contradictions in Augustine’s theodicy. How could an
created a perfect world with the possibility of evil and the existence of hel
had evil in mind all the time when he created the world.

» Thereis also a logical contradiction in Augustine’s theodicy where he argu
order becomes chaotic when evil comes into the world. Geological eviden
slowly shifted towards order.

» There is a logical contradiction in stating that God created a perfect world
means it shouldn’t change.

Issues: g :

»  Whether Augustinian-type 'cheod:c:er =t L the twenty -first cent
whether people today would . ,4_,.Ee Augustme s account of how the
way of thinking and *h £ of scientific evidence that argues against
there a7 el 2« Af sttans particularly literalists, who would still acc

» Theex

The extent to which the classical form of the problem of evil is a problem.
whether the classical form of the problem of evil, that of Epicurus, has bee
The fact that the logical problem reappears in the contemporary works of M
could also be argued that the classical form of the problem of evil might n
understanding of God. The process theodicy is a theodicy that solves the

by defining God as omnibenevolent but not omnlno* s, The guestion is

want to worship. ‘ "'
The degree to which modern proble o 'Jil siguments are effective inp
issue requires to you to lock Lo 2 3 loglcal problem of evil as well as t
presented by Rowr i o™, iure these arguments effective in proving th
: i iséues adequately?

"'w.nch Augustme s theodicy succeeds as a defence of the Go
0_\

and whlch is the best at ruling out Augustine’s theodicy? You may think th
You will need to think carefully about how you could defend Augustine’s t
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Irenacan-type theodicy

The theodicy:

»  One theodicy that defends the existence of the God of classical theism is t
presented originally by Irenaeus and defended more recently by John Hick
reference to the fact that we need to develop in God’s likeness.

» The theodicy describes the world as a vale of soul- mak“\ : because the wo
our souls. s

»  This theodicy argues that the world WA n a6 q.n, ect by God for the pu

» Humans were made |mperfer* Sty ooad become in God’s likeness thr

»  Hick adds the countprf iy A)utneSIs whlch is the idea that it makes se

» God makmg an imperfect World means that natural evil will occur.

» God gave humans free will so they can choose to develop their souls.

» Having free will also means that some will make decisions that will cause o
presence of moral evil.

» The presence of evil and suffering in the world gives rise to second-order g
Without evil and suffering, we wouldn’t experience love and compassion.

» God is also forgiving and merciful allowing everyone to develop their souls
possibility of development after life Hick calls eschatological justification.

Challenges:

»  One weakness with Hick’s soul-making theodicy is that animals and some
develop their souls. Hick would counter this with the idea of eschatologic

»  Eschatological justification does not seem fair. Forg i féomeone like Hitl
salvation is unjust. 2 |

» It does not seem right for some hum
idea that there is immense s e %
that we do not knev.

e

: btw.ﬁ:riﬁced so that others can
«ait is unequally distributed. Irenae
Leer plcture

Issues:

»  Whether Irenaean-type theodicies are credible in the twenty-first century.
whether this type of theodicy works better for people today than the Augu
Irenaean-type theodicies compatible with science? Do all aspects of the t
the major problem of moral and natural evil in the world?

» The extent to which Irenaeus’s theodicy succeeds as a defence of the God
requires you to consider the Irenaean theodicy in light of all the challenge
issue of the inconsistent triad and can God still be omnipotent and omnibe
suffering in the world?
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Key Texts/Scholars

Augustine of Hippo (354-430 CE):
Augustine was one of the Church fathers, an important figure in the history of Ck
to Christian doctrine. Augustine was converted to Christianity and became an in:
for presenting a theodicy to defend the God of classical theism against the existe
world. He also argued that we are predestined since 73 ¢ ﬁifnmitted the origir

John Hick (1922-2012): o

Hick was a theologian and iff . ag* 1118 soul- making theodicy, his pluralism (

aspect of the tzth) |~ . ' ‘3 uveory and his arguments that claim that religiou
ac *s‘mhother topics in Philosophy of Religion.

08 j

Irenacus of Lwons {c.130- c.202):
Irenaeus is one of the Christian Church fathers —ancient influential Christian thir:
Heresies in a time when there were competing religious groups emerging during
establishing itself. This is one of the reasons why Irenaeus is considered a Churc
upward theodicy, a theodicy that argues from imperfection to perfection, that is
and that humans are to become perfect.

] L Mackie (1917-1981):

Mackie was an Australian philosopher and atheist. He put forward and argued a

Gregory S Paul (1954-);
Paul wrote a paper in Philosophy and Theology that talks abo t how God cannot
immense number of child deaths. -

William Rowe (1931- 201 Shon
Rowe was a professor of nk* > — w Aauis most famous for putting forward the
existence of Gggl T'+ 7. eir ‘uses the example of a fawn who is trapped by &
purpose of io‘ it serve for the fawn to suffer.

Bible, Olo Testament, Genesis 1:26:
‘Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness’. Irenaeus relied on th
making theodicy. Irenaeus argues that humans will become perfect and in God’s
souls in this imperfect world.

Bible, Olo Testament, Genesis 3:

In this chapter, the account of the Fall of Man is given. Adam and Eve lived in th
they could do anything except eat from the Tree of Knowledge. Eve was tempte
from the Tree of Knowledge and she then tempted Adam. This resulted in Adam
Garden of Eden. This is the Fall of Man.
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Year 2 Adovanced Considverations

Some of the key figures in this topic will come back in other themes and topics.
nature of religious language and his idea of eschatological verification. The prob
philosophers {ook at in trying to falsify religious belief. This is something that An
looking at religious language. Basil Mitchell also refers to the problem of evil bu
reasons, despite evidence that often goes against faith f .+ fieving in God. Au
of the course when you look at predestination  »+ = =

L

vvvf‘;Do | Know? No Idea Some Good
i : ® Idea ®) | Idea ®

What is natural and moral evil?

What is the logical problem of evil
(Epicurus)?

What is the logical problem of evil
according to Mackie?

What is the evidential problem of evil
(Rowe)?

What is the evidential problem of evil
(Paul)? g

To what extent is the classical problem .. . W
of evil a problem? g |

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

To what extent are ™+ ¥ p. _siem-of-
evil argung@iEyffe © v.in proving God

What is Augustine’s theodicy?

What are the challenges to Augustine’s
theodicy?

Is Augustine’s theodicy still relevant in
the twenty-first century?

Is Augustine’s theodicy successful in COPYRIGHT
defending the existence of God in the
face of evil? PROTECTED

What does the irenaean-type theodicy
claim? g

What are the challengestothe
Irenaean-type theodicy?. -

'9

Is Irenaea
in the twe;

)

Education

1%9 th . 1.2y Still credible
oﬂ“ century?

™

Does Irenaeéﬁh—type theodicy succeed as
a defence of God as understood in
classical theism?
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Exam-style Questions

AS Level

A. Examine Augustinian-type and Irenaean-type theodicies as possib
evil and suffering in the world (25 marks).

m e

e This question is testing your kp=» sc 4 ad uﬁ'aersfanding (Assessment Obije
recognised by the term ‘i » omer command words include ‘apply’, ‘c
; g to place your answer in one of the followin

What type of answi

An answer that is thorough, correct and relev
The answer addresses all aspects of the que
There is depth to the answer, showing insight
5 21-25 examples.
There are plenty of references to texts and/
The answer is clear and has used specialist t
throughout.

An answer that is correct and relevant.

The answer addresses the question.

4 1620 | e  There is some depth to the answer with detai
references to texts and/or scholars where di
The answer is clear and specialist terminolog
An answer that has o lot that is correct and r
The answer addresses most aspects of the qu
There is some develor~. t and depth with s
There are ref-5 € 5 texts and some conn
cmd/OV todt with ume knowledge of divers
L _is quite clear and specialist termi
\ Q.;nmeci answer which shows some knowled
" Part of the question is answered.

There is limited depth to the answer.

There is some reference to alternative positio
examples and references fo texts to illustrat
Some specialist ferminology is used.

The answer shows some basic knowledge an
that are relevant or accurate.

Partially answers the question.

Lacks depih in the form of critical analysis w
1 1-5 between texts and/or scholars.

e  Some reference to alternative positions but m
unclear or underdeveloped. There is little or
texts.

Specialist terminology is very rarely mention
0 0 e Nothing worthy of credit.

3 11-15
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Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each parao" ph
o In your first paragraph you need to gwe the *.0 =~ s¢ licies some context
have theodicies — as responses to the avi &t o jublem of evil and the |
brief, don't go into detail about ! ‘icu and evidential problem of ev
is an inconsistency wn‘h Coosw .inipotent and omnibenevolent and e
needlessly every 71> 2 ‘hoaiisia “God doesn’t exist. This demonstrates yo
understangting. ¢ 2d for theodicies.
: ‘rcph you explain Augustine’s theodicy. Make sure to
plain key terms such as original sin.
ird paragroph you explain Irenaeus and Hick’s soul-developing t
problem of evil. Mention and explain as many details as possible (such a
epistemic distance, among other things). These are classed as terminolog
your understanding. Explain also how this theodicy resolves the problem
answers the part of the question where it states ‘as possible solutions’. Yo
(Genesis 1:26 talks about God making man in his image and that we mus
trials and tests in this imperfect world of natural and moral evil).

'9
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B. ‘Augustinian-type theodicies are not relevant for the twenty-first ce
(25 marks).

HINTS

Here is a suggestion of what yor: < o’ . in sach paragraph:

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate

Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by *h: term ‘evaluate’. |
inverted commas. ‘ o
The examiners will be looking to 'c e ‘o

L

wiswer in one of the follov

An answer is well-reasoned with detailed an:

The answer is appropriate to the question a
critical analysis.

5 21-25 |e The answer shows clarity and insightful discus
and evidence.

e Textual references are included.
e Specialist terminology is used consistently a

e Different sides to the argument are presen'reé
evaluation based on the points made.
® Most of the answer is appropriate to the que
evidence. :
e The answer is clear and contains some criticat
and evidence.
¢ Texiual references are included to illustrate

4 16-20

¢ Specialist terminology is 1sed correctly.

o Different sides to
e The answ

A

/g ment are considere
‘triat is correct, relevan

"1 tre'ts some depth with examples and evids
“Most of the scholarly and/or textual views
and are relevant.

Specialist terminology is used correctly.

A limited answer thot is one-sided with a limit
The answer is basic in answering the requir
There is limited depth with few examples o

There are some textual references to support
is made clearly.

The answer is quite clear and uses some spec

2 6-10

There is an answer to the question, but this i
Most of the answer is inaccurate or irrelevant

Little development of the points made.
Limited points are made with very few exa
® Specialist terminology is very rarely mentione

0 0 * Nothing worthy of = -

-

i

In your first paracro. . suid éxplain how the world foday is do
is o lot of <ci» t e “aerice that argues against what Augustine state
O
':ser"';i'cn‘rcgrcph, you co.uld explqin? how t.here are still a I?t of C
w o would still accept Augustine’s theodicy. Give examples to illustrate
are literalists and would probably agree with Augustine.
Also consider whether there are some aspects of Augustinian-type theod:
For example, is the idea of original sin compatible with the idea that hun

In your conclusion give your final answer backed by one of the points frc
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A Level

C. Examine Augustinian-type and Irenaean-type theodicies as possible
evil and suffering in the world (20 marks).

e  This question is testing your knowledge and understarding {Assessment Ol

recognised by the ferm ‘examine’. Other cor .~ = ?‘)rds include ‘appl
e At A Level the AO1T question is out ¢ 2 ! '
e  The examiners will be look™ 1 © e your answer in one of the follov.

Marks ‘ Lev- Jie - 'i;pe of answer
R

An answer that is thorough, correct and relevs
The answer is entirely clear and answers all

There is depth o the answer, showing insigh
examples.

There are references to texts and/or scholars
Specialist terminology is used consistently a
An answer that is correct and relevant.

The answer addresses the question and dive
There is some depth and detail with good e
References to texts and/or scholars are made
The answer is clear and specialist terminology
An answer that has a lot that is correct and re
The answer addresses most of the aspects o
There is some development and depth with sc

Some references are made and there are s
scholars and /or texts ~r - some knowledge

Specialist termi=z o¢ §' u.ad correctly.
A limited < s, ' wiiich shows some knowledg

5 17-20

4 13-16

3 9-12

T or addresses the guestion in a limite:
a.ections are made between scholars and/
“There is some reference to alternative positi
examples.
Few references to texts to illustrate points are
Some specialist terminology is used.
¢ The answer shows some basic knowledge omd
points that are relevant or accurate.
e The question is partly answered with some ret
positions but most of the answer is incorrect, u
e There is limited depth where the answer lacks
few or no connections between texts and/o
There is little or no reference to scholars or te
Specialist terminology is very rarely mentione

0 0 ° Nothing worthy of credit. CO PY RlGHT

Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph: PROTECTED
e In your first paragraph you need to give the two theodicies some con
have theodicies — as responses to the evidentio! 1‘3Iem of evil and t
brief, don’t go into detail about the Iog-""! s
there is an inconsistency with God ‘1 in, om. Jotent cmd omnibenevole;
children dying needlessly Y uggests a God doesn’t exist. T
of the need for then»’,

® Inthesecond | a g “you explqm Augustine’s theodicy. Make sur
:, J;.am key terms such as original sin.
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qnd“epls’remnc dlstcmce, among other fhmgs) These are classed as te
showing your understanding. Explain also how this theodicy resolves
important as it answers the part of the question where it states ‘as po
reference scripture (Genesis 1:26 talks about God making man in his
his likeness through the trials and tests in this imperfect world of naturai
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D. ‘Augustinian-type theodicies are not relevant for the twenty-first c
(30 marks).

HINTS

e  This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate the
2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term evcxlume It usually star
Af A Level the AO1 question is out of 30 mark< r
It is important at A Level to make sure yo ions not formulaic. Tl
not be one argument for, one arcin o t ¢ 2zanst, one argument for and o
should flow from one ;)0!M 5 "{. 3 r 4+ and sometimes this might mean tha
in favour consecuti < s

e The examinai % 5e Jomng fo place your answer in one of the followin

Level What type of answ

An answer is well-reasoned with detailed anal
The answer is appropriate to the question. Th
insightful discussion.

There is critical analysis with good examples a
Textual references included.
Specialist terminology is used consistently and tl:
Different sides to the argument are presented
based on the points made.

Most of the answer is appropriate to the quest
There is some critical analysis with examples a
Textual references are included to illustrate th
Specialist terminology is used correctly.
Different sides fo the argumem are considered
textual references. :

The answer has "," {1

5 25-30

4 19-24

“:

it _A‘:orrect and releva

3 13-18

Specialist terminology is used correctly.

A limited answer that is one-sided.

The answer is basic in answering the requirem
There are ¢ limited number of points made wi
There are textual references fo support the po
Some specialist terminology is used.
There is an answer to the question, but this is b
Most of the answer is inaccurate or irrelevant.
Little development of the points made.
Limited reference to textual sources.
Specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

o In your first paragraph, you could explain how the world today is dominate
scientific evidence that argues against what Augustine states. Give exampl

o In another paragraph, you could explain how i - > still a lot of Chris
would still accept Augustine’s theodicy. C fVc,' ax 1 ples to illustrate this.
literalists ond would probably core itk Dugustine.

p '«L, dspects of Augus’nmon -type theodi
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41mve sense which would be more credible. What could fhls theod
e WFaugustine actually meant?
e In your conclusion give your final answer backed by one of the points from

Activity: Now have a go at writing your own responses to the quest
above OR using your own ideas.
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Religious Experience

e U T B B B G, L,1 0

Conversion experiences: These are a type of religious experience that trigger
to no religion. Itis also possible f ar someone to con
but this would not be rle .1 5 conversion experi

b

Corporeal: When used aih "i04 fva VISIOH, this is a vision of a
visibl iy

A word used to describe mystical experiences. It me
peaceful and in a blissful state.

Ecstatic:

Glossolalia: This is the ability to speak in different, ancient langu
way. This is a phenomenon that usually happens to

the Holy Spirit in Christianity.

Imaginative: This is a type of vision that is produced by someone’
appear in dreams and so a dream vision is a type of i

Intellectual: This is a type of vision that gives the person knowled

Logical positivism: This refers to a scientific and philosophical moveme
be about things that can be verified (proved). Ifitd
meaningless.

experience. ltis an experience that goes beyond th
put into words. Itis a religious experience because i
that God or something br > * i > > physical exists. |
o ‘2 dwme

described as a urion wif

Mysticism:

r.oof for that religion. For exampie Christian mysti
interpreted as Christian and subseguently offering p

Numinous: This is a term coined by Rudolph Otto. He thought t
adequate enough to describe a religious experience

numinous for the purpose of trying to describe wha

Religious experience: This is an experience of a religious nature. There are
experiences: visions, voices, near-death experiences
experiences and so on. Religious experience is used
of what has been experienced. Itis an experience th
mental and life-changing.

Transcendent: This refers to something that is beyond this physical

Visions: These are a type of religious experience that involve

I
|
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
1
I
|
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
1
I
|
1 Mystical experience: In the context of this specification, a mystical exper
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
1
I
|
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
1
I
|
I
: from within the mind).

prayer. " %@ Tl ",'d""c ser look at mystical experiences and how they can b
considerat{Rega®biectivity and authenticity of religious experiences before loo

religious experlences and their alternative explanations.
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Key Points

Nature of Religious Experience

e

>

Visions:

e

>

Conversion:

>

Religious experiences are used as evidence for the existence of God. Itisan
the evidence of the person having the experience.
The argument is as follows:

o People say they experience X.
o Xexists. e f‘
o People say they experlence Cav

o God must exist. .
Religious experien. . 3 oy

Religious™ expenences provide evidence for the person having the experienc
can also be seen as proof to others of their religious experience.

Visions are a type of religious experience. They are personal proof to those
they have seen exists.

Sensory (or corporeal) visions are visions that involve a person seeing a reli
might be an angel, a saint or some other significant figure. An example of a
Bernadette who saw the vision of Mary in Lourdes, where she was living. S
clearly as she sees other people. Itis likely that some other people (but not
An example of a group of people seeing a vision is the angel of Mons. This
British soldiers fighting during WWI.

Dreams or imaginative visions are visions that are the r~ duct of someone’
whether corporeal visions are not just lmagm:““n 2" on .inthatthey arein
Imaginative visions usually appear to A2 50 v ohad thev have been in dee
and are disconnected from th’“ s lneyméan appear in dreams. An ex
that of an angel who 3 ! te useph tellmg him to marry Mary and to fle
19). .

Intelie Qe "a?l(. 15 are visions that give the experiencer special knowledge
an imp¢ 'fnessage as was the case with John who had visions of the en
descnbed in the Book of Revelation, in particular Revelation 20:12-15.

S

Conversion experiences are another type of religious experience. They are
person converting to a religion and changing their way of life.

Conversions can be gradual or sudden.

An example of a gradual conversion experience is that of CS Lewis. He cha
believing in God and then to believing in Jesus as the son of God.

An example of a sudden conversion is that of Saul on the road to Damascus
Christians. On one of his travels, on the road to Damascus, he had a vision
instantly convert to Christianity and change his name to Taul.

Conversions can also be individual or communal. ...

An individual conversion experience invn) es ?Eh" aversion of just one per
conversion would be Cat Steveg’_., 10 Jowan éﬁperience of nearly drownin
Islam and become knou i SER
Communalcon:s: ‘1., A
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Mysticism:

»  Mysticism is, in nature, ineffable and so there have been different ways of t
experienced.

» One way is to explain mysticism as transcendent. These are experiences de
mystic to another reality beyond this physical reality. An example would be
experiences as a spiritual ascent.

»  Another way is to explain mysticism as ecstatic. Thiq Counil ses how a mystic f

»  Another way to explain mysticism is to descr’ . e : periences as unitive.
unitive means that the mystic becr)r oy God Meister Eckhart, a fa

his mystical experiences as 7. u e of being lost in God.

The second stage is where the mystic experiences union with God.
The third stage is when the mystic experiences spiritual ecstasy.
The final stage is mystical marriage. This is where the soul merges with Goc

Issues:
»  The impact of religious experiences upon religious belief and practice. This issu
importance of religious experiences on a religion. Religious experiences are re
and are offered as proof. The fact that an individual has had a religious experie
proof of their beliefs but also proof for others. An example where this is evide
religious experience on the road to Damascus. This may be convincing for relig
religious experience themselves. Bernadette’s vision of the Virgin Mary has led
she had the vision as a place of pilgrimage and worship In this way, religious e
religious practice. Alternatively, it could be argued*’ ~ &t r aspects of a relig
religious experiences. Being brought up inore élf" ; ,.-Why i:nany practise relig
may also be the ethical codes ’th:t+ “““

F s issue, you need to consider whether certain re
=R \n LerS. “Visions may be more believable than mystical experi
@w’“ reas mystical experiences cannot. Visions, however, do not ne
teachings. Mystical experiences can help convey the message that union wit
you are devout as most Christian mystics were. Conversion experiences migh
someone to change their life. This then influences others to do the same. It
religious experiences are as valid as each other because they are all forms of

Mystical Experiences

»  Examples of famous mystics who wrote about their mystical experiences in
Christianity, Rumi in Islam or the practice of Kabbalah in Judaism. The Hind
experience as an experience where it is realised that the soul of a person (t
pervading macro-spirit (God or Brahman).

Mystical experiences can be defined according to their characteristics.
Mystical experiences are often about union with 2> - fv‘e.

Mystical experiences are internal rather t' ar e)<1 b
Mystical experiences often mvo' ey ion

YV VYV

James on mystical er "x N

Ineffabllltyvls about not being able to describe the experience.

» Noetic quality is the deeper knowledge and insight that mystical experience
can be gained from books or in a rational way.

» Transiency is about the fact that the experience does not last very long but

»  Passivity is that the mystical experience happens to the experiencer; they a
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Otto and the numinous:

>

Y VYV V

Issues:

e

The term ‘numinous’ was coined by Rudolph Otto who thought that terms s
to describe a religious experience.

Otto defines it as ‘the deepest and most fundamental element in all strong
emotion’. It is an experience of the ‘wholly other’.

Numinous experiences are experiences where the experiencer feels very se
Numinous experiences happen suddenly and depenf :§omething externa
Otto argues that humans can experlence bot' wir snal and mundane as
irrational) and numinous. Humans, 0>, «rz:, Léve a predisposition for reli
Otto analysed the numinorss wit w m_v.~<~’:rﬁy§terium tremendum et fascinans
and fascmatlng) TH o oL ;~ah1"'ﬁas three aspects: awefulness, overpowe

The adequacy of James’ four characteristics in defining mystical experience
consider whether James’ four characteristics of a mystical experience are cl
mystical experience is. James examined many examples of mystical experie
these four characteristics. His characteristics have been used and quoted b
characteristics do not cover all mystical experiences or that not all mystical
characteristics. For example, Evelyn Underhill argued that mystical experie
passive. The fact that mystics do describe their mystical experiences in wor
ineffable. There may be better ways of defining mystical experiences. For
explain what the mystical experiences are generally about (union or transce
numinous might be a better option, although there are differences betwee
Otto’s numinous experiences.

The adequacy of Otto’s definition of ‘numinous’. For thisissue, you need to
are any dlfferent from those offered byJames or 7N e °ise Is it clear wh
er. i ,:be 5|m1|ar to other peo

characterastac of passave ‘;‘ é .='l 5 5eéms to reduce the numinous to a feel
descriptions are ~l.:, ¢

Challenges to the Objectivity and Authenticity of Religious £

Caroline Franks Davis:

e

Other chalienges:

e

Franks Davis challenges the authenticity of religious experiences in three w
o  She argues that the way a religious experience is described can be challe
explained in a more mundane way which would make more sense. This i

The subject might not be reliable. This is her subject-related challenge
o The object that a religious experience is meant to be about might also
object-related challenge.

Claims of religious experience rejecx‘Nl 2 Ire as of 'ﬁwisunderstanding R
beings that do not belong to VY - znd so are difficult to verify. Logical
religious experlence' 2 ;1 verlfled and so they are meaningless. Thls

that mygwlil e. . = >~ s, asa type of religious experience, are ineffable.
experic "ht,’ﬂ it cannot have happened. Furthermore, they are subject
unlikely'es WP \erifiable

Religious experiences are rarely repeated, which makes them difficult to ve
Sigmund Freud argued that religious experiences were illusions and that th
delusional. This is further confirmed by the fact that religious experiences a
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»  Richard Swinburne, although accepting that religious experiences are poss
they may occur to those who are drugged and so the experience is possibl
rather than an authentic experience.

»  Religious experiences also make fantastical claims that are contrary to eve
difficult for them to be believed.

Responses to the challenges:

» Religious experiences are valid for the indivic .

»  Richard Swinburne presents two rezg: *,1 ~_eluices why you should believ
experience. They bothrelvc gy o
o Principleoftes! a4 it Lié ldea that we should believe what a perso

! A,,nSIdered reliable. The focus is on what has been se

;ffwn of credulity is the idea that we should believe a person when
sonmihg The focus is on the person who had the experience.
»  One-off experiences can still be valid even if never repeated.

Issues:

» The extent to which the challenges to religious experiences are valid. This
whether you think the challenges to religious experiences are convincing.
positivists or Freud? If so, you need to say why their criticisms are convinc
the responses to those challenges and whether they cancel out the challen

» The persuasiveness of Franks Davis’s different challenges. This issue requi
three challenges to religious experiences. Swinburne agrees that drug-ind
authentic. This relates to the subject-related challenge of Franks Davis. Y
more persuasive. Make sure you explain why with examples.

Key Texts/Scholars

Acts 2: . e
This refers to the Acts of tho | i .vnlch is a book in the New Testament th
communai COZaSi ’;rv

and started ...gE in tongues. This experience is particularly relevant to those
churches whose services involve trying to invoke the presence of the Holy Spiri

Acts 9:

In this Acts of the Apostles the famous account of Saul’s conversion on the roa
his conversion Saul changed his name to Paul and became one of the Apostles.
Jesus’ voice say ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’.

Teresa of Avila (1515-1582):
Teresa was a Spanish Christian mystic. She wrote about her mystical experienc
that can lead to a spiritual marriage with the divine in her Autobiography and Tl

St. Bernadette (1844-1879): e
Bernadette Sobiros was a young girl whe P ooauder first vision of Mary near
France. These visions became r= Jw o have been pronounced authentic
was then built near this.co ',:/ . Jvisited by hundreds of people every year

; m ' . _.nig in the cave.

gﬁ_\yg,o- y
Caroline ¥Tanks Davis:

Franks Davis is a contemporary Canadian scholar of religion who presents her t
Evidential Force of Religious Experience.
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Meister Eckhart (¢.1260-¢.1328):
Eckhart was a German Dominican philosopher and theologian who had various
wrote about. His descriptions bordered on the heretical and he was accused of

Yusuf Islam (1948-):
Yusuf Islam was formerly known as Cat Stevens and renamed himself after havin
Cat Stevens he had been a musician but always showre. 3 n ‘}rest in religion an
religion up until he had his conversion experie ce “Th, . went that convinced hin
drowned in the sea. He wassaved b»- ' /a : y atlifted him ashore after he had
that he had been saved wasn o "tb— .. should live a pious life as a Muslim.

famous work for Rehgtous Studies is The Varieties ofRe/tgrous Experience. He de
mystical experiences: chapters 15 and 16. Chapter 15 discusses the characterist
James was a radical empiricist which studies both observable objects and the rel

C S Lewis (1898-1963):
Lewis is famous for his children’s books The Chronicles of Narnia (which also hap
symbolism). He was a Christian convert which he claimed came about after disc
author J R R Tolkien. He went on to write some theological writings as well as fi

Ruovolph Otto (1869-1937):
Otto was a German theologian who belonged to the Lutheran (Protestant) Chur

Holy of 1917 that he talks about the numinous.

Rumi {1207-1273):
Rumi was a Persian, Muslim poet angio f%"t»
with God. He pred;cted hIS o "

Richard
Swinburne i\
by including evoiutlonary theory and also believes that the argument from religi
that should also be taken into consideration when proving religious beliefs.

Evelyn Unoderhill (1875-1941):

Underhill was a British writer on religion from the Edwardian period. She wrote
book Mysticism: A Study of the Nature and Development of Man’s Spiritual Cons
mystics such as Jan van Ruusbroec (a Flemish medieval mystic) and Plotinus (a N
century CE).

Upanishads (c.800 — ¢.500 BCE):
The Upanishads are a collection of short books on Hindu <= 4al and philosoph
Upanishad means to sit near. This refers tothe fe /i a1 'ffféSu"textS are the wor
disciple sitting near or sitting at the feet ~° ¢ - T 7

“orsiderations

Year 2 Abvavg«fg

ways of deﬁning miracles). Miracles do, however, face similar problems of verifi
not enough witnesses. You will also examine the influence of religious experien
practice and evaluate how great this impact is and whether religious communiti
religious experiences.
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No Idea

@

Some Goo

What is the argument from religious
experience?

How would you describe a religious
experience in general terms?

idea ) | Idea @

What is a vision?

o
o
What type! ﬁ‘ions are there?

Give some examples of the types of visions?

What is a conversion?

Give some examples of the different types of
conversion.

What is mysticism?

Give some examples of mysticism.

What stages of prayer are there?

What is the impact of religious experiences
upon religious belief and practice? . -

How did William James define mystical
experiences (what are the characteristics)?

How does Rudolph Otto describe religious
experiences?

Are James’ four characteristics adequate in
defining mystical experience?

Is Otto’s definition of ‘numinous’ adequate?

What are Caroline Franks Davis’s challenges to
religious experience?

Explain other challenges to religious
experience.

What are the responses to *t Aall j;‘.;e‘s"f)fv

challenges?
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Exam-style Questions

AS Level
A. Examine the different types of visions that religious people might

HINTS

e This question is testing your knowledg‘== (oF Ri vandzng (Assessment Ob
recognised by the term ‘examir ;o =r <uihmand words include ‘apply

e The examiners will b2’

SOk n\ place your answer in one of the follo

What type of answe

e An answer that is thorough, correct and r |
e  The answer addresses all aspects of the
® There is depth fo the answer, showing insic
5 21-25 good examples.

e  There are plenty of references to texts a

e  The answer is clear and has used specialist
and throughout.

e  An answer that is correct and relevant.
e  The answer addresses the question.

4 16—20 ° There is some depth to the answer with des
There are references to texts and/or sch
acknowledged.

The answer is clear and specialist terminole
An answer that has o lef that is correct a
The answer ad . s host aspects of th
There i 50 gy _&i16pment and depth w

STy : réferences fo fexts and some co!
noiars ond/or texts with some knowledg:

The answer is guite clear and specialist t

3 11-15

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

‘J: ¢ A limited answer which shows some knowle
' e Part of the question is answered.
2 6-10 ¢ There is limited depth to the answer.
e  There is some reference to alternative post
examples and references to texts to illustre
e Some specialist terminology is used.

e  The answer shows some basic knowledge
points that are relevant or accurate.

e  Partially answers the question.

Lacks depth in the form of critical analysi

1 1-5 made between texts and/or scholars.

e  Some reference to alternative positions b
incorrect, unclear or underdeveloped. Th
scholars or fexts.

¢ Spedialist terminol:

0 0 s Nothing wr i

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Here is a suggestion of whe
° "*/{V ﬂ

'9

In your first e

)

Education

The more accurate and deta

|i|usncne The examples provide detail.
mark.
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B. ‘Visions are more valid than other religious experiences in commus
and beliefs’. Evaluate this claim (25 marks).

HINTS

Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘evaluate’. ;
inverted commas but not always.

The examiners will be looking to place wi ‘©

Marks
Band

Level ‘

" An answer is well-reasoned with detailed a
e The answer is appropriate to the question ane
analysis.

21-25 | o  The answer shows clarity and insightful discu
evidence.
Textual references are included.
Specialist terminology is used consistently a
e Different sides to the argument are presentec
evaluation based on the points made.
®  Most of the answer is appropriate to the qu

4 1620 evidence. . . N

e  The answer is clear and contains some critic
evidence.

e  Textual references are included to illustrate t
®  Specialist terminology is used correctly.
¢  Different sides to the argument are conside
o  The answer has & lot th ! correct, relevant

3 11—=15 | ® Thereissome 't examples and evide
e Most ~f « sc - any and/or textual views

r

S g
Specialist terminology is used correctly.
¢ A limited answer that is one-sided with a lim
¢ The answer is basic in answering the require
L ]
L ]

There is limited depth with few examples or ¢

There are some textual references fo suppo
made clearly.

The answer is quite clear and uses some spec‘s;'
There is an answer to the question, but this is |
Most of the answer is inaccurate or irreleva
Little development of the points made.
Limited points are made with very few exam
Specialist terminology is very rarely mentio
Nothing worthy of credit.

6-10

|
(0,1}
e (e o o o o |0

0 0

In your first paragraph, you could explain how visic as can be more bel
because visions can be described whereas 7, a1 xperiences cann
prayer and mystical experiences ar» n f. + ' &y are more believabl
persvade people of religior> ;e 1 . o practices.
In favour of other r=/iz U
necessarily ¢» . i
', o i Gddition to what s stated in scripture. Mystical exp
i 1?:"?3(10;‘ tnat union with God is possible and desirable, if you are de
Cergion experiences might be considered more valid if they cause
then influences others to do the same.
You might want to include the fact that all religious experiences are a
are all forms of communication with the divine.
In your conclusion, answer the question with your final word on the ma
you made in the main part of your answer.

1) ,pc’r‘fe‘ﬁces being more valid, you could ex
¢ religious teachings. Seeing @ vision of the Virg
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A Level

C. Examine the different types of visions that religious people might e

HINTS

This question is festing your knowledge and understanding (Assessmen
recognised by the term ‘examine’. Other command words include ‘app
‘outline’. : A

At A Level the AOT question is out of 2 711
The examiners will be lookiry . 2 yudr answer in one of the follov

What type of answe

s o

¢ An answer that is thorough, correct and rel
¢ The answer is entirely clear and answers o
There is depth to the answer, showing ins ‘
good examples.

There are references to texts and/or sch
Specialist terminology is used consistently
An answer that is correct and relevant.

The answer addresses the question and d
acknowledged.

There is some depth and detail with goo
References to texts and/or scholars are me
The answer is clear and specialist ferminol
An answer that has a lot that is correct a
The answer addresses most of the aspect
There is some devel~. ent and depth w

Some referz.z. % ¥ made and there are
betw = s Ay ond/or texts and some K
s fé?fnmology is used correctly.
A limited answer which shows some know
The answer addresses the question in a li
connections are mode between scholars ar
5-8 e There is some reference to alternative posi
examples.

Few references to texts to illustrate point

e  Some specialist terminology is used.

5 17-20

4 13-16

3 9-12

- i N %e/

e  The answer shows some basic knowledge
points that are relevant or accurate.

e  The question is partly answered with som
positions but most of the answer is incorr

1 1-4 underdeveloped.

e  There is limited depth where the answer la
making few or no connections between t

e There is little or no reference to scholars or

®  Spedialist terminology is very rarely men

0 0 s Nothing worthy =f - > 1.

w7

Here is a suggestion of what yon <ol ‘; i .in <tich paragraph:

In your flrs'r pcracrd o S ’ro wrlte some general pomts about

the better the mark.

To demonstrate critical analysis, you could explain how it is difficult to ¢
and imaginative visions because it could be argued that visions are e
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D. ‘“Visions are more valid than other religious experiences in commu
and beliefs’. Evaluate this claim (30 marks).

HINTS

o  This question is testing how well you con analyse, assess and evaluate the
or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘evaluate’. It usually starts
e Itisimportant ot A Level to moke sure your evaluctic: fis not formulaic. Tl
not be one argument for, one argument aeni-iiy . ¢ ¢ :gument for and o
should flow from one point to the nex’.ar fsn .z nies this might mean tha
in favour consecutively. .
e The examiners will be le st 1 &

«ﬁc“e your answer in one of the followin

What type of answe

An answer is well-reagsoned with detailed analy
The answer is appropriate to the question. The
insightful discussion.

There is critical analysis with good examples an
Textual references are included.

Specialist terminology is used consistently and t
Different sides to the argument are presented w
based on the points made.

Most of the answer is appropriate to the questi
There is some critical analysis with examples an
Textual references are included to illustrate the
Specialist terminology is used correctly.
Different sides to the argument are considered
textual references.

The answer has a lof that is correct and relevan
There is some depth with < = mples or evidence.
Most of the scholerty b _ur xtual views are pr
Speciglist *e:mi Sles, s sed correctly.

A riso er that is one-sided.

5 25-30

4 19-24

3 13-18

‘inere are a limited number of points made with

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

e There are textual references to support the poin
e Some specialist terminology is used.
e There is an answer to the question, but this is ba
*  Most of the answer is inaccurate or irrelevant.
1 1-6 o Little development of the points made.
e Limited reference to textual sources.
e Specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned.
0 0 e Nothing worthy of credit.

Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

® In your first paragraph, you could explain how visions can be more belie
because visions can be described whereas mystical experiences cannot.
prayer and mystical experiences are not. If they are more believable th CO PY RlGHT
people of religious beliefs and practices.

e In favour of other religious experiences being more valid, you could expl PROTECTED

communicate religious Teochmgs. Seeing a vision of *k:; Virgin Mary or o

addition to what is stated in scripture. Mysticz > * 21 2nces can help con

is possible and desirable, if you are devesrc - e 5. Christian mystics wer

considered more valid if 7hey Cryms " e 10 change their life. This th
e You might want 'ro incluel. e

9
| 6 be symbolic {non-cognitivism) rather than factual (cog
' descnpnons of mystical expenences might be’rfer be understood i

)

Education

e In your conclusuon answer the question with your final word on the matter
made in the main part of your answer.

Activity: Now have a go at writing your own responses to the quest
above OR using your own ideas.
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True/False quiz

1. The cosmological argument is a deductive argument.

2. The third way of Aquinas’ arguments for the Px' X ° God describes G
an unmoved mover. ‘

3.

4,

5.

7. The ontological argument is an inductive argument.

8. Aquinas put forward a version of the ontological argument.

9. The ontological argument argues that existence is a perfection and becau
God is perfect, he must have existence.

10. Gaunilo criticised the ontological argument using the example of a perfec
island.

11. Kant argued that existence is not a category but a perfection.

12. The conclusion to the ontological argument is true if the premises are tru

13. Oceans full of plastic causing fish to die is natural evil.

14. The logical problem of evil can be presented as the inconsistent triad.

15. The inconsistent triad explains that God is ommf' 2 s d omnibenevole
yet evil exists. 7

16. Atheodicy defends the ex:s’r‘=r 7 2 3 m;mpotent and omnibenevolent
and evil in the Worid A

17. Hick c'“' thi veated the world perfect.

18. Hick K @C@oﬂ that we cannot know God or know of his plan as this would
encourdge us to develop our souls.

19. Augustine believes the world was made imperfect.

20. Augustine’s theodicy is contradictory in claiming the world was made pe
and yet it changed.

21. Augustine talks about eschatological justification in his theodicy.

22. Franks Davis argued that there are two problems with religious experienc
subject-related and object-related.

23. Having a dream of an angel speaking to you is a corporeal vision.

24. William James describes mystical experiences as numinous.

25. William James describes mystical experiences as tnpff i )

26. Religious experiences are mental and sub;e v av . so they can easily be
verified. . 4

27. Religious believers are b g ‘rc 4;,,_3ng'i"oﬁs experiences to be explained by
science. . -

28.
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Answers to True/False Quiz

B WN PR

© NowU

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.

27.

28.

False.
False.

True.

False.

False.
False.
False.
False.

True.
True.

False.

True.

False.

True.

False.

True.

False.

True.

False.

True.

False.
False.
False.
False.

True.

False.

False.

False.

SCIence explains things without the need of God and so religious

The cosmological argument is an inductive argument.
This is the first way. Aquinas describes God as a necessary being

Paley presented a version of the teleologlcal ar ument which he
existence of God. i

Paley compared a watch to th-> v ve

Hume argued that sir "o *f’r s Joeg not mean similar causes.
The ontoiomr L
"‘"uim : x.; f wut forward an ontological argument Anselm is
‘*ia onto the ontological argument.

Kant argued that existence is a category, not a property or perfec

Fish dying from plastic waste is the result of humans not acting m
It is a moral evil.

The inconsistent triad explains that God is omnipotent and omnib
The world was created imperfect so that humans could be tested
Augustine claims the world was made perfect before Adam comm
It is Hick who talks about eschatological jus**‘, tion.

Franks Davis writes about three typ oo ‘e ‘ption-related, subjec

This is an example of a dre" ) 'm natlve vision.
i camn "type of religious experience, not

is ?bur criteria of a mystical experience.
“dei*'?to be verified, more than one person needs to experienc

scientific explanations of religious experiences. Religious experie
believers that God exists.

This describes Swinburne’s principle of credulity. The principle of +:
should believe a person when they say they have seen an angel.
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