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Teacher’s Introduction

The revision summaries in this series are designed to support your students as they study the A Level Year 2 AQA
Religious Studies specification, and have been designed to cover the major themes and concepts of each topic
point accordingly. This revision summary supports the Component 1B: Ethics part of the specification.

All students, whether they are academically strong, average or weak, can

benefit from a concise and clearly explained set of notes to revise from, Remember!

both as they work through the AQA course and also when preparing for Always check the exam board
their end-of-course exams. It is recommended, therefore, that students be | website for new information,
given each relevant summary after learning a topic so that they can clearly including changes to the
understand the summaries and refer back to them when needed. specification and sample

However, the summaries can also function well as a pack given to students assessment material.
in the run-up to their exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

v" Glossary: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

v" Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of discussion
and disagreement.

v" Key Points: The main body of the summary for each topic; they are a clear and concise set of notes that help
students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic.

v" Key Figures: An important overview of any major philosophical or theological figures students are required
to know.

v" Key Texts: A set of notes around any important theological or biblical texts students may require background
information and understanding of.

v' Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary and a
way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

! Note: The checklist is presented in question format and these questions would be ideal to set for
homework or revision so that students can build the skills they need in order to progress to longer
exam-style questions.

v" Exam-style Question: A practice essay question with helpful assessment objectives, complete with levelled
mark schemes and indicative content at the end of the resource. These are useful for students approaching
their end-of-year exams or wishing to improve their essay technique on a particular topic.

NB Depending on the figures studied and the required reading, not all topics will have a Key Figures or Key Texts
section.

This structure clearly ensures students have not only a grasp on the key themes of each topic, but also a way to
understand their place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries, especially in helping their recollection of key
topics closer to their end-of-course exams.

July 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Introduction to Meta-ethics: The Me
and Wrong

A statement which is intending to put

said to be either true or false in nature
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ective ings whi ee w
jective ings whi e ejthe wrong depe
aturalis i r defini inso at
Divine command theory The belief that ethical sentiments are sourced from
deity, usually the traditional Judaeo-Christian G
discussion. ]
thir
init
e
e
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Divine Command Theo

Overview
- Meta-ethics literally means ‘beyond ethics’; it is the discussion

does not seek to posit that something is good or bad, but rather seeks to estab
terms, and whether or not they have any meaning.

| statements and
; s of ethical theories
t believe in God.

Divine command theory is the theory that the origi
and wrong) all come from God. This belief.
believe in divine command theor !

An excumple of a ich would generally fit with divine comman

Key Points

General Points
»  Divine command theory is the meta-ethical belief that the origin of ethical
from God — and can be derived from divine revelation, including Scripture
»  Actions which are commanded by God are morally right, actions which are fo
»  Religious people such as Christians believe that God created the world and
Therefore, it would follow that such a creator would also create rules for li
created.
» To putitinlayman’s terms, it is the belief that ethical behaviour which is g
ethics come from a good God. God commands what is good and whatis g
»  This can take various forms of communication — either th.;ough revelation
through more indirect forms of communication _e realities of the
us, e.g. the laws we can observe goverrin: ' a\‘*/ be considered tob
laws of God — and if these hapr ‘
»  There are various di

Exodus 20. These include divine commands such as not to kill or lie, and n
of God in vain.

» These laws are considered to be wholly good as God is considered to be w
justifies the ethical nature of the laws. Furthermore, the omniscience of G
the laws — God is all knowledgeable and, therefore, knows what is and wh
people.

»  Karl Barth is one important theologian to consider here. A Swiss reformed
command theorist.

»  Barth specifically underlined that he did not believe an effective ethical sy
human reason, as humans are increasingly fleeting in opinion and method
depending on situation, occupation, location, and many cther facets of life

establishment of a secular ethical system impos s0 points out t
fallible, which would render any posmbla at em created by human
fallible.

» Heargues that ethical pri be known from studying and reas
believing instea . from God communicating directly with hu
th is the revelation given by Jesus Christ in his life, d

> P ommand theorists are Christians, as other religions such as

similar viewpoints; however, all divine command theorists must believe in
theory to have any kind of hold.

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics Page 30f4
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Euthyphro’s Dilemima

>
>

Analysis "

>

>

This is a dilemma which was first posited by Greek philosopher Plato in his
Through this dialogue the initial question is posed:

‘Are acts moral in and of themselves, and therefore commanded by God
they are good, or are acts good because God has commanded the

This question poses a huge challenge : and theorists.
If divine command theorists r¢ tion is good because it is comm
by God, how then ar A'are commanded by God to be consider

When one first encounters divine command theory one might view itina p
clear.
In a vacuum it logically works — if one believes in a God who is good and fro
obviously it makes sense that ethical rulings given by such a God would be
removes the theory from all other factors and examines it on its own, then
One of the strengths of divine command theory is that it is relatively clear
are clear codes and rules by which followers are called to live morally — Jew
live by! This makes making ethical decisions involving any of the topics add
and simple.

However, within the vacuum itself there are issues with the theory — name
contradictions within religious texts or lack of direct ruli sfs. If one is using
commands in order to garner guidance as to how, v fate a situation on
direct ruling is given, then you come t
opinion and interpretation of the *
Therefore you would

command theory as a result.
The independence problem refers to the issue that if we come to the concl
themselves (and, therefore, are good independent of God), then one woul
an even greater power who has termed them good, or more simply that th
omniscient God.

The arbitrariness problem occurs when one takes the viewpoint that good
commanded it. When taking this viewpoint, it would appear that morality
the whims of God, and somewhat arbitrary.

The problem of abhorrent commands occurs when we go down the line of
because God commands them. This opens up the possibility that God coul
actions, such as murder, are morally good. In such f%rse, to murder w
good, and, therefore, a virtue and encourage:. ctised. Obviously,
emotional pain both to the victim arui:t. ‘ ound him or her. This cau
thought that a God could 1y change what is considered good
carried out

may counter this by citing what they consider to be
argue supports the idea that just because he could do su
e would not.

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics Page 4 of 45
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Key Figures

Plato

It contains the titular Euthyphro’s dilemma which is central to the critique o

Student Checklist

No Idea | Some Good

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea® | Idea ©

What is divine command theory?

Where does this theory believe ethics
come from?

What is an example of divin

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

How migh iscience and
benevolend ence divine command
theory?

What are the strengths of divine
command theory?

What is the viewpoint of Karl Barth?

COPYRIGHT
What is Euthyphro’s dilemma? PROTECTED

What is the arbitrariness problem?

ig

What is the izeaen
Qg
Education

What is the abhorrent command
problem?
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Naturalism

Overview Ethical naturalism is an important form of meta-ethics. It can mo

view that ethical or moral ideas and values can be most easily defined in relati

takes info consid
sbsolutism. It is als
y would believe that

A truth is understood by the way it relates to the world. It al-
ethical value or maxim or statement proposed inter
— its opponents, such as J L Mackie, argue agai
objective moral truth.

»  Ethical naturalism is a cognitive theory. This means that it is possible to say
ethics are true or false within human experience.

» ltis the belief that decisions about what is right and wrong can be arrived a
world and human nature.

»  An action can be right or wrong depending on how it fulfils the end purpose
utilitarianism is moral if it produces happiness.

» Human nature and happiness are both things that exist in the world and ca
tested.

»  Ethical naturalism treats ethical statements the same as non-ethical statem

» Just as we would expect the statement ‘that car is blue’ to be empirically te
see and be certain that it is blue), so too such ethical statements, such as ‘h
empirically tested by analysing whether an action has rr:duced happiness.

» Therefore, if we return to the example of th i.1eory, we can see
test the morality of our actions. If the fs, then an action can

not it caused happiness. W hings which cause pleasure —fo

honest complimen :

Moral statements are always propositional.
2. These propositions are true.
3. These propositions are true not because of human beings, but because
around us.
» The natural realities of the world can be reduced to ethical realities.
So, for example, the phrase ‘Murder is wrong’, within naturalism, would be
because it has relation to natural things which can happen in the world aro
moral and cognitive.
Ethical naturalism is largely reductionist in the way that it deals with ethical
An example of an ethical theory which makes use of ethical naturalism is ut
By positing that the most ethical thing to do is to gain reatest happine
utilitarians are giving natural value to the moral _that goodness is

Y V VY

Naturalism and Absolut

» Natural\g an example of an ethical theory which is both absolutist and

Analysis
»  Critics of this way of talking about morality are keen to point out that these
utterly damning, mistake: they confuse what is the case with how it ought t

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics Page 6 of 45
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»  This is known as the is—ought gap.

» It was first pointed out by Hume. He makes the point that when philosoph
are prone to slipping from what is the case to what ought to be the case wi
got from the former to the latter.

»  Furthermore, Hume thinks it is unclear precisely how somebody could justi
this is in Jeremy Bentham’s assertion that ‘Everybody seelcs pleasure and a

>
and pleasure.’).
» Bentham would argue th
» However, Hume cr
» This seg

of Africa ericans were held in slavery in mid-eighteenth-century Missis
it ought to have been the case. In fact, we might argue that it ought not to
we decide who is right if the entire discussion is founded on a fallacy? The
to talk, assuredly, about how things are in the same way we talk about how
for much of this topic.

» J L Mackie strongly opposed naturalism, as he believed that there is no suc
truth. Therefore, all moral statements which are moral propositions are th

Key Figures

] L Mackie

»  Mackie was an Australian philosopher.
»  His contributions include works on metaphy51cs and P

Davio Hume
»  Scottish philosoph

en critique of religious belief.
ical naturalism, pointing out the flaw of the natur

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Ethics: Inventing Risht and Wrong
»  Beginning with the phrase ‘There are no objective values’, this is the text in
critique of ethical naturalism as discussed earlier in this section.
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Student Checklist

No ldea

What Do | Know?
®

Some
Idea ©

What is naturalism?

stating that naturalism is a
cognitive theory?

How might naturalism be considered
reductionist?

What is an example of a naturalistic theory?

What is the is—ought gap?

@:s Hume give to illustrate

Why did J L Mackie oppose naturalism?

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics
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Ethical Non-naturalis

i i i i i
Ethical non-naturalism is a form of meta-ethical theory which, n

naturalism. There are different forms of ethical non-naturalism, including intuitio

Intuitionism is known as ethical non-naturalism because
what is considered moral is not determined by
experience good and bad through non‘ure
experience in nature.

i1 antithesis of ethi
sience within natu
good and bad is no

General Points
» Inanutshell, ethical non-naturalism is the opposite of naturalism. If an in

system then they will believe in the following ideas:

1. Sentences which express ethical ideas express ethical proposals.

2.  Some of these proposed ideas can be said to be true.

3. Some of these proposals are the result of facts of nature observable b

opinion.

4. These features of the world are not able to be reduced to be non-mo

» Intuitionism is a form of ethical non-naturalism.

Intuitionism
» Intuitionism is the belief that moral truths or ideas are unable to be suffici
themselves evidential of their moral truth.

» Toillustrate this, Moore wrote: .
If  am asked, What is good? my an is good, and that is

asked How is good to be define ' Is that it cannot be defined,

what good is.

» What s ‘good’ could be known and identified through our intuition — we k
are self-evidently good.

» Moore uses the example of yellow to help explain this.

» Yellow is something that cannot be defined but we know it when we see it
actually is — we can only say things that have yellow as a property, e.g. the
dispute whether something is yellow or not.

» These truths are truths themselves. They would continue to be true if hu
are external to and not dependent on human beings’ existence.

»  We are unable to define yellow as anything else other t
way, we are unable to define any of these truth
simply is.

Moore believed that through t

an'reason and through our in
er like the use of reason in Aquinas

y ;; able to overcome the naturalistic fallacy while still maint
He is able to do so simply by insisting that moral goods are moral goods, an

» How exactly do we recognise goodness? Moore claims that we are able t
of ‘goodness’, but he does not explain how we do this or what exactly the
is non-natural and so unlike anything else.

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics Page 9of 4
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»  Geoffrey Warnock points out that this raises a number of serious difficulties
moral properties interact with the natural properties? A utilitarian might sa
with needles is wrong because it causes them pain, but this route is not ope
open question argument. Surely, however, the fact that an action might ca
on our moral thinking.

» How does intuitionism explain moral disagreement? How does it aim to res
cognitivist, Moore believes there are moral facts an ;
found them? If | think abortion is always w think it is always th

know who is grasping the moral fact, oral falsehood?

Even if there are moral f nist gives no reason why anyone sh

Key Figures

G £ Moore

» G EMoore (1873-1958) is often associated with his Cambridge colleagues, B
Wittgenstein.

» He was one of the main opponents of ethical naturalism, developing a theory

» The work of these philosophers was considered radical at the time due to it
linguistic analysis and a lack of interest in ‘speculation’.

»  Moore and his successors, all fundamentally felt that many of the puzzles phil
studied for millennia were actually not puzzles at all, but rather the result of co
They were extremely influential on what has come to be called ‘analytic philos
the dominant way of doing philosophy in Engllsh speakmxI ?untrles to this da

» He posited his ideas about ethical intuitionis

Key Texts

Principa
» Thisis
» Itwas pv.__

» He did not believe that goodness can be defined.

Student Checklist

No Idea | Some Good

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea ® | Idea ©

What is intuitionism?

Which thinker championed this idea?

How can we come to understand somethi
as being ‘good’ within intuitivism '

What example does Mc
idea?

What issues does Warnock raise?

What issue does intimism encounter in moral
disagreements?

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics Page 10 of 4

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




Practice Exam-style Questio

1. ‘The natural world is the most obvious source of ethical rights and
statement.

In your answer you should:
» evaluate and assess facets of oaches and differing ide

o ) naturalism

of religious ideas to ethical naturalism
ought gap

e relationship of naturalism to divine command theory, includin

o the challenges to ethical naturalism by G E Moore

2. Examine the view that ethical naturalism is the best way of ascertaini

In your answer you should:
»  exhibit awareness and comprehension of differing beliefs, including
o key ideas of naturalism, including the four principles of ethical na
o key contrasting ideas, including the theory of ethical non-naturali
o key ideas of divine command theory, including examples such as
Commandments i
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Free Will and Moral Respon

leds) o)

The ability of an individual to make their own choices

restriction.

The view that all events are determined

states of affairs.

Psychologica efor eterminism with the idea that human ch

psychological states before the actions t

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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The Conditions and Extent of Moral

Overview o .
- For many people, the concept of free will is closely tied to the

a persen can only be held responsible for their actions if they have chosen a p
volition. If there was any kind of coercion involved, then this might diminish the
..

There are discussions, however, about whether
scholarship is in fact the status quo. Su
forms — from secular to religious
have full free will cnd fo ¢
factors.

_our choices are pre-determined either b

Key Points

General Points

»  Firstly, we must establish what is meant by the term ‘free will’.

»  Free will is the ability of an individual to make moral choices free from for
make a certain choice. Itis a case of individual volition and intent.

» ltis closely tied to the idea of moral responsibilty as these two things are ¢
individuals cannot be considered to be held accountable.

»  Moral responsibility is the duty of the individual to make correct moral ch
and which cause no suffering towards others.

» There is a variety of different viewpoints on the concept of free will within
as well as within religious thought.

» Determinism is the belief that human beings do
actions we take have been deuded upon #
different forms of determinism

» Libertarianism is th
made W|thnut T

ee will because

Free Will and Moral Responsibility

» Traditionally, it has been held by the majority of scholars and thinkers that
is largely because, empirically, we can experience that we appear to cogni
is right and wrong. It fits well with our experience of the world.

»  With free will comes moral responsibility — if you choose to do a moral ac
that choice and the outcomes of that choice. You have made a choice and
to deal with the repercussions.

» Itis also the responsibility of the individual to make the correct choices for t

others —to tell the truth, for example, is generally conside?ed to be a moral

capacity, they are not considered to have full moral responsibility and will
as such in a legal sense, and largely within a social sense.

responsibility as the result of free will and the issue and implementation o
punishment.

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics Page 13 of 4
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Hard Determinism

» Determinism is the belief that the choices we make are not the result of th
moral agents, but rather the result of a predetermined outcome beyond t

» Causal determinism is the idea that due to the natural and physical laws o
event which takes place can be explained by the events which took place e
that if you were to have knowledge of all coming changes or events within
to know all the choices that people would make a

Psychological determinism is the idea th e 2 ces are determined

determmlsm is the belief that there is God, who is all knowing
power so great that he has predetermined every choice that we make. Th
belief would argue that God has decided since the beginning of the univer
would happen and what choices we would make.

» The opposite opinion to this view is indeterminism — this is the view that
into by the way in which they are influenced, not all can be said to be so.

Libertarianism

»  This is the view which considers free will in its purest state, so to speak.

» Inreaction to determinism, the libertarian view is that people have wholly
»  This was the view of St Thomas Aquinas.

» It concedes that there are external factors, causations, whlch can impact d
» Interms of direct causations, these only apply to the ‘

>

>

>

> ithin \a rian thought, external factors having an impact on decisions

however, these do not necessitate a choice made.

»  Take, for example, an individual raised in abject poverty. Just because of the
destined to a life of crime in order to attempt to escape poverty, as there are
be undertaken. There is not a direct correlation, an enforced correlation, be

Compatibilism

»  This is the school of thought that free will and determinism are compatible
to be mutually exclusive and are both, to some extent, valid.

» They might consider that situations which are caused by external forces do

»  For example — Mahatma Gandhi famously went on hunger strike in order t
Indian territories. Such an action, while influenced I'external factor
was still a free and intentional choice.

»  Anindividual in captivity who is bein ' 1, however, has no choi

is predetermined.

Implicatiz ance of Moral Responsibility

> avé free will, then what implications does this have regardin
> al free will, what implications does that have?

»  If both are valid, mutually existing ideas, then what impact does that have
» These are important questions that must be asked and discussed in order

understanding of ideas of free will.

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics Page 14 of 4
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»  If determinism is considered to be the correct way in which our free will is
should have no moral responsibility. If you cannot choose your actions, th
for your actions.

» If libertarian free will is correct, then human beings are in possession of ful
be treated as such.

»  Compatibilism offers a view of free will which accepts both a libertarian and
as being valid; however, it is markedly differentto d inism in that it all
responsibility. If some free choices are abl then moral respon
afforded.

» The relevance of these vi
as well as obviouslhy |

‘ . It impacts the moral ruling of
: \:/ay in which a country is governed and
_ onent may argue that someone who has committe
action eir action has been affected by external factors because th
» A comp2®Gilist system may show more leniency, accepting that there are s
not have free will. A deterministic viewpoint would hold that people cann
they commit as they have no control over what they view to be predeterm

Key Figures

Augustine

» St Augustine, famed for his introduction to the Christian doctrine of the ide
who lived from the fourth to the fifth century ck.

» He argues that evil only came into existence (and continues to exist) as a re

John Calvin

» John Calvin was a highly influential reformer theo
him — Calvinism.

»  Calvin posited a doctrine of hard d
determined by God.

,fhose views on Ch

specifically theological dete

Noldea | Some Good
?
What Do | Know? ® Idea ©® Idea ©

What is free will?

What is moral responsibility?

How are these things linked?

What is an example of a condition of
moral responsibility?

What is determinism?

What is libertazian

What is the implication and relevance
of moral responsibility?
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3.

4.

Examine the view that libertarian free will is the most effective in n
responsibility.

HINTS

In your answer you should:

» exhibit awareness and ¢
o key ideas ahe
o keyi

a of differing beliefs, including
; l'is

rtarian free will

_siot determinism (religious and non-religious)

eas of compatibilism

‘Libertarian free will is the best way of navigating moral responsibili

HINTS

In your answer you should:
» evaluate and assess facets of religious approaches and differing ide
implications and impacts.
o  The impact of libertarian free will on moral responsibility
o  The impact of other views of free will on moral responsibility
o  Comparison of key ideas.
o  Practical impact
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Conscience

science

The process of a person coming to accep
and socialisation in their lives

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

llective conscience The idea that a group with shared societal va

ol na eide e devel e ective ie
i ally speaking to help a group ot animals sta
a

ility fo nbe debatedin the is e
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Differing Ideas about the Nature o

Overview - - - - - —
The idea of a conscience is relatively universal — it is a phenom

experience of mankind as a consensus. It is well known enough to have been b
through characters such as Jiminy Cricket in Disney’s Pmocchlo, who acts as an
inclination to do what is right and avoid what is wrong

nd wrong. The intuitive nature
phers such as Aquinas and thinkers
r re'ra'rlon of conscience.

philosophical debate, with A
different approa

Key Points

General Points

» Generally, the concept of the conscience is the idea that we experience gu
and subconscious when we commit an action that is wrong. In order word
sense of guilt.

» Conscience is often thought to have two aspects. The first is a reflective e
actions, judging them as good or bad depending on whether they conform
is often accompanied by feelings of regret or contrition.

» Thesecond is an element that looks forward to future decisions, and guide
dilemmas, such that one is generally motivated to not act against one’s con
arise.

moral motivati
eir actions, a com

> Conscience is important as it is a key part of manv
deciding whether someone is morally resno
whether the person had good ‘
and so acting against thei

For other thmke

who claim that they do not experience guilt or have a conscience.

Within discussions of the conscience, there are various different ways of u
religious, the sociological and the psychological understandings.

Agqguinas’ Religious Understanding

»  Conscience was seen traditionally by many theologians throughout history
voice of God acting through human beings. This is the view held by Aquin
developed his ideas about conscience in his development of natural law.

»  For Aquinas, ideas of the conscience are underpinned by his emphasis on t
importance of human reason, which he terms ratio. is, in Aquinas’ th
gift from God which should be viewed as markln
other creatures.

»  Simply put, this is the idea that
knowledge of going as
considereza

conscience in an ethical dilem

f God. This is believed to be an innate

ol away from making a decision which would cau

t, in the teachings of the Apostle Paul, the word whic
conscie\gg nown as a synderesis. This is the pain experienced by an in
done something against their conscience.

» For Aquinas, there were two different parts to making a moral decision. T
o synderesis: the correct moral reason, choosing to do what is right and
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o conscienta: this is the conscious, which is able to decipher what is go
to make a correct judgement in a moral choice.

» Aquinas posited that there are two different ways of making a moral choic
against the established moral code (the Bible) and choose to do it anyway,
against your conscience.

» To make a correct choice and to have the wisdom to do so is considered w
virtue, termed prudence. This is of vital importan . };n Aquinas’ theor
practica ratio — the practical application of to choose the ¢

» The conscience is, in Aquinas’ thou Ilhuman beings. Itis so

natural make-up as a speci 4always seek to discover the correct

> nscience gives the individual human bein
“ ran free will, able to either obey or disobey our inst
> wever, make an important distinction between different ki

someone choosing to perform an action against the law of God when they

Freud’s Psychological Understanding

Freud understood conscience differently.

» He believed that conscience was a psychological phenomenon the cause o
could be located within the brain due to the experiences which took place
childhood of the individual.

» Heintroduced three key ideas about the psychology of human beings, sep
brain into three parts —the id, the ego, and the super ego.

»  For Freud, the conscience is linked inextricably with guilt, the instinctual em
when an individual has done something they consider to be wrong.

»  Guilt for Freud was conflict between the super ego and.t'ie ego and the id

» The conscience is for Freud a reaction between go and the id —
is managed by the ego. '

»  Freud argues the libido is the <

energy that drives u

considered to be socially unacceptable.
»  Our defence mechanisms are also dictated by our experience in childhood
interaction between the different facets of the mind.
» The way in which our adult selves navigate social interaction and deal with
defence mechanisms and are rooted in the subconscious development wh
» When we do something that the super ego has learned through childhood
This is known as internalisation —when the values we were taught by thos
become our own due to regular exposure and socialisation over the period
» To an extent, under this ideology we have free will; however, here issues o
into play and the question is raised as to whether or not such a choice can
internalised so much of the morality and ideas from our childhood.

Durkheim’s Sociological Unbder
>  Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) \ :
society and the interact!
structures and i

_sociologist. As a sociologist, hi
“individuals in order to make judgem

; e conscience experienced by an individual is the res
xperiences both in childhood and as an adult. When some
simply the result of a consciousness of internalized values which they have
»  Notably, Durkheim attempts what other scholars addressing issues of cons
for why some people appear to completely lack a conscience. He argues t
conscience, then they do not have the complete set of moral values from
number of reasons — either they have not been raised as part of a society,
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internalise the values from around them, or due to personal circumstances
unable to adjust and learn these values.

»  Durkheim also posits the idea of what he terms the ‘collective conscience’.
arises from the complete sphere of beliefs and values that are shared betw
society. The collective conscience, therefore, is felt by all members of a so
sphere of these shared beliefs and values.

»  Durkheim’s theories help demonstrate how individu
give people motivations to work towards the

»  Durkheim muses over whether or no ’
support social survival of grour '
cohesion within a soci

rticipate in share

n evolutionary trait, a
_tiwtolive better in cohabitation.
ing collective identity and protecting aga

St Thomas Aquinas

» Thomas Aquinas was a thirteenth-century monk.

» He was a hugely influential theologian, philosopher and intellectual.

» Heis the philosopher who developed the theory of natural law whichis a t
groups such as the Catholic Church.

» Heis currently viewed as a saint by the Catholic Church and his main ideas
document Summa Theologica, as discussed below, are quoted as being a s
Catholic Church, which is a document which puts forward all of the teachin

Sismunb Freud
Sigmund Freud was a highly influential and famous Austrian scientist.

He is known for inventing the theory of, and coining the term, ‘psychoanal
His ideas about guilt and conscience as having their roots in the psychosex
through the development of their mental capacity
influential at its time and continues to influe ¥

YV VY

Ewmile Durkheim
»  French socaoiogtst,

ife to the study of society.
oped a theory of religion and conscience.
s6ciological development of the ideas of the conscience.

Key Te:;ts

Sumima Theologica, Thomas Aquinas

»  The major work of Aquinas which contains many of his famous ideas, inclu
existence.

»  Within Summa Theologica, Aquinas also put forward his ideas about natura
ideas about the conscience and how this functions in human beings.

»  His beliefs and his writings were heavily influenced by his Christianity, takin
such as the Holy Bible. Regarding the teachings of his idea regarding the in
verses such as Romans 2:14-15 are useful in understanding the basis of thi

The Elesmentary Forms of Religious Life, Emile Durkheim
»  Published in 1912, this is the text in which French philosopher Emile Durkh
sociological function of religion, including his view of conscience and how t
society.
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No ldea
®

Some Idea
<]

Good Idea

Who did Aquinas believe that
our sense of conscience
comes from?

On what two pillars did
Aquinas build his views?

What is meant by
synderesis?

What is meant by
conscientia?

What is the significance of
Romans 2:14-15 to Aquinas’
teachings?

What did Frg
about the

What did Freud believe was
the root of conscience?

Why is the idea of guilt
important in Freudian
thought?

What was Durkheim’s view?

What is a sociological
interpretation of conscience?

Whatisa*
conscience’
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Application and Value of Con

Overview - - -
From the previous section we are able to see the idea of what

what causes a conscience.

These theories are markedly different and, therefore, h
they interact with different applications — for ex
adultery. Both of these issues are viewed 4

rkedly different
moral issue of lying
dering the different a

It also important fo consid
conscience.

erent approaches to what a conscien

Key Points

General Points

» In general, the concept of conscience can be understood in two ways.

»  Firstly, it can be understood as a retroactive, reflective concept, which invo
actions and judging their moral value (i.e. whether or not they are good or
measure up to the yardstick of your moral principles and values. This will b
contentment in one’s choices, depending on the choices one has made.

»  Secondly, it is a concept and facet of human reason that enables us to think
with in future ethical dilemmas, and guide our choices when faced with suc
inclination — we may or may not be inclined to pursue a certain ethical dire
choices, and this is one form of conscience.

» Conscience is, therefore, a key element of mora
of senses of moral responsibility — whe
which enabled them to kno
the way in which they 22
their crime,

i‘hlelduaI who has co
g something wrong has influen
o be responsible and, in some cases,

i
ce is a deeper instinctive part of human nature, inescapa
human & a way to come to understand moral truths and, therefore, is

» Therefore, we can tell that conscience is a wholly important concept, and is
of the debate of what it means to be human.

Lyving
» Lying s the act of intentionally telling an untruth with the knowledge thaty
imparting incorrect information to another.
» Aquinas’ natural law approach:
o Ingeneral, those who would subscribe to Aquinas’ approach generally a
a person who chooses to tell a lie is performing what they would consid
fundamentally irrational act. Their rational consci as rooted in Aqu
ideas of natural law, would tell them that Ivi nal as it commun

>  Freud’s psychological approach:
o Asever, Freud’s psychological approach focuses on the individual pers
believes were imbued into us due to our childhoods. These views wer
specifically those in authority within our childhoods, such as our paren
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o If someone was raised with the value that would dictate that lying was
individuals of authority within their childhood (i.e. parents, society or o
would, in the instance of the occurrence of a lie, provoke in an individu
individual has violated the values with which they were raised and, the
by those they consider to be in authority roles. However, if an individu
belief, then the theory follows that they would be able to lie with aban
for their chosen course of action.

» Durkheim’s sociological approach:

o The social understanding of Ivi

and lies. The regular 2
regarding stru
ST :

o the sociological approac
practice of lying would create a so
cability and order of society would be threat
<tfon or fail. Therefore, the conscience understandin
: Ciﬁiogical collective understanding that in order for society
inve , then it would need to be considered to be wrong.

Marriage and Adultery
» Marriage is a legal, and sometimes religious, union of two people who agre
exclusive romantic relationship for the duration of their lives or until such a
which they choose to legally separate. Adultery is the act of cheating on yo
whether physically or emotionally; however, this does tend to take the form
physical affair. In general, within moral discussions of the modern day it co
something which is considered to be immoral.
» Aquinas’ natural law approach:
o Aquinas would take the position that the conscience within the individ
would be able to instinctively tell that they are doing something wrong
primary precept of the order of society which is ore:nf the underlying i
natural law. In this instance there are t _hich conscience ¢
natural law system — it is a failure or ci either caused by ignor,
apparent good (desire other person) over what Aquin
keeping of marri

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

) :

t Freudian thought, an individual, he would argue, would
co g adultery as a result of the internalised views they had lear
someone is raised with the view that marriage vows are important and
would experience guilt should they break them. However, someone w
would not experience such guilt.

»  Durkheim’s sociological approach:

o Someone who understands conscience in a sociological way may belie
within society is the key to the conscience response to cheating. Marri
system of order and provides structure for the romantic inclinations of
providing the scaffolding for family life facilitating reproduction. There
threatening this structure as well as resulting in interpersonal conflicts
argue that the instinctive idea that cheating is wrong could be rooted i
necessity of the order of society. They may experierce guilt themselve
engage in such an activity.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Modern Critical Perspectiv alue of a Conscience

»  Within the develop i¢ siv psychology, the consensus has often in 39
: ssume, free.
> % "indicate that these choices are strongly influenced by t 0\9

subcon XG5 to external factors which we cannot control.

» This thedry would result in the limitation of the human capacity to reason.
less of an act of choice, but rather a natural stimulated response to situatio
previously learned characteristics learned by an individual during childhood

Education
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»  The question which is raised here then poses whether or not our sense of
regarding our moral choices. In this view, conscience may be argued to no
of our human faculties.

»  Some thinkers posit the idea that conscience is a faculty given by God to h
free and make decisions, but is not necessarily an inbuilt, reason-based un
not moral. Itis a guide leading humans to what is good and bad but the in
burden of making those choices in following their ;i"nce.

»  For this viewpoint, as human beings we a onisible for our mo
made with our free moral agency, ciously make of our own

» Therefore, here there is a /contention — the extent to which a

» Onthe one hand seless as to whether or not we feel a cert

i | nological responses to stimuli, rather than free cho

\ur free will and our conscience, then our conscience is, gene
have var®&as a guide for how to behave, but not necessarily a force which
considered moral.

» However, if it is indeed an inherent, important, grounded part of human b
moral decisions, then it is of the utmost importance to the way in which w
the interactions which occur as a result (i.e. crime and punishment).

Key Figures

St Thomas Aquinas
» Thomas Aquinas was a thirteenth-century monk, and a hugely influential t
intellectual.

»  His theory of natural law is a theistic ethical theory still used by groups suc
» Heis currently viewed as a saint by the Catholic Chu '
document Summa Theologica, which contamc m
arguments for the existence of God a

deas on God an
jout conscience.

Sigmund Freud

»  Sigmund luential and famous Austrian scientist, best
>
»  While popular, his ideas are viewed in a mixed way in today’s society, as m

be considered today to be sufficient scientific grounding and experimenta

Ewmile Durkheim

»  French sociologist who devoted his life to the study of society, through wh
religion and conscience, which we are now able to study, analyse and appl
within this course.

»  Famous for his sociological development of the ideas of the conscience, as
the course.

Key Texts

Sumima Theologica, Th

»  The major work of Az ntains many of his famous ideas, inclu
existence, : : counter this if you are studying Philosophy of Reli
> uiras put forward hIS ideas about natural law, and include

2:14-15 are useful in understanding the basis of this idea.
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The Ego and the 15, Signmumd Freud
» This is an influential academic paper written by Freud in which he puts forw
psychoanalysis —and furthermore, the psychosexual development of childr
childhood which he posits.

He put forward the idea within this text of the three different parts which m
In his ideas, these are: the id, the ego and the super ego
It is with the ideas of conscious and unconsciou g
very beginning the importance of the consc

Y VYV VY

theory regarding hu

us Life, Emile Durkheim
by French philosopher Emile Durkheim.

m put forward his ideas regarding his views on the soc
luded his view of conscience and how this functions within r

The Elemmentary Fe
» This text was
» Inthis
» Thesev

Student Checklist

No ldea Some Good

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea ©® Idea ©

Why is it important to examine
application of conscience?

How does Aquinas’ view of conscience
deal with the issue of lying?

How does Freud’s view of cor
deal with the issue of

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

;

How does 1 eim’s view of
conscience deal with the issue of lying?

How does Aquinas’ view of conscience
deal with the issue of marriage and
adultery?

How does Freud’s view of conscience
deal with the issue of marriage and
adultery?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

How does Durkheim’s view of
conscience deal with the issue of
marriage and adultery?

What is the importance of th
conscience?

ig

Qg
Education

What is a example of how the
value of conscience is important to
society?
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Practice Exam-style Questio

5. Examine how the sociological understanding of conscience deals w

In your answer you should:

»  exhibit awareness and comprehen5| ns
o key ideas of conscience
o religious interprete
o

oeliefs, including

ence such as that of Aquinas
Hons of conscience such as those of Freud

6. ‘Freud\ rpretatlon of conscience is the most coherent when dis
Evaluate this statement.

In your answer you should:
» evaluate and assess facets of religious approaches and differing idea
implications and impacts.
o The attitudes of Aquinas to the issues of lying and adultery
The attitudes of Freud to the issues of lying and adultery
The attitudes of Durkheim to the issues of lying and adultery
The impact and importance of the value of conscience

O O O
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Bentham and Kant

Duty
Maxim

Good will

Hedonism

Deontology

Immanuel Kant
Jeremy Bentham
Pleasure

Principle of utility

Hypothetical imperative

Categorical imperative
Universability

Humanity formula

Summum bonum

Axe murderer dilemma

Intention

Reason

Consequentialist

The obligation of an individual to do somethmg

Something that is regarded as fundamental or a bas

action.

Duty-based ethics systems that are based on the ide

do something.

The founding philosopher of Kantian/deontological/
The founding philosopher of utilitarian ethics.

The experience of a positive emotion such as happin

Also known as the principle of greatest happiness; th
greatest happiness for the greatest number,

The idea that if you want something, then you ough
you the end, but it is not immoral if you choose not

The place where happiness is given as a reward for
afterlife.

An example of a situation in which Kantian ethics ca

The reason or will behind why an action was taken.
ethics.

The human ability to use logic in order to make a de

This is a form of ethics which is concerned with the
opposed to duty-based ethics, which is not concern
action, but the intent.
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Comparison of Key Idea

Overview -
Jeremy Bentham and Immanuel Kant are two of the most influen

field of ethical theory. Their ethical theories, though markedly different, are pra
individuals.

“ham is a utilitaria
for the greatest num
nerafing maxims which can be
ss of the situation.

The two have starkly different views and ethical t
form of ethics focused on generating fhe ar
Kant is a deontological ethicist wh
and is adhered to across all o

Key Po¥k

Kantian Reason and Ethics

»  For Kant, reason governs morality. Religion and morality were, for Kant, n
heaven, and he wished to promote the idea that morality should be roote

» Knowing what is right or wrong to do in a given situation is a little bit like s
correct answer, and we simply need to apply the right method to find it.

» Doing the right thing is our duty as rational beings. If we do the wrong thi
immorally, we are acting irrationally too.

» Tounderstand why Kant believes this, we must first turn to his important
and categorical imperatives.

» Imperatives are just commands — instructions which tell us what to do. Th

command within Kant's work because he believed it was important to dist

or fruitless it [is]’. Itis ‘the condition of all [other goods], even of the desire

accordance with reason. It just doesn’t make sense to say anything else is g
good that is absolute — whereas, any other thing we might consider good, ¢
out to be bad. From this standpoint, Kant derives his entire system of deon

» Kant’s ideas about ethics revolve around the idea of duty specifically, and
of Kantian ethics.

» Oneimportant thing to emphasise is that Kant’s ideas are deontological, n

» Thatis so say, if someone were to follow a Kantian ethic and the conseque
is still moral — regardless of the consequences.

»  This is markedly different to teleological approaches such as utilitarianism
consequences of the action in the amount of happi

»  Aslong as you have acted morally, then the
not be the fault of the individual whe

» A famous example of this i

“ mperatives can be described as ‘if/then’ ideas — if you want
X in order to get to that end.
»  This is generally less about duty and morality — it is about what you should
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Bentham’s Vtilitarian Consequentialism

>
>

Y V VY

Categorical imperatives are usually of the form, ‘You ought to do x’. They a
are good in and of themselves because Kant believes they are innately good
There are three different forms of the categorical imperative. They are as f
Kant’s first formulation of the categorical imperative gives rise to a particul
decisions which is sometimes known as the universalisability test.

The core idea is that when we make any moral decision we must ask oursel
do the same thing in similar circumstances. In Kant’ age, we are mak
whether it could become a universal law (a other word for a ge
drive over 30 mph in the town ¢ L #in in the corridor’).

The second form of the catz tive is the humanity formula. Ce
permissible. The ¢ «re is that people can never be used as a me
J4 twisted sadist from setting off a chemical weapon i
" because somebody is being used as a tool for some other
natural M™erination. People feel like this, Kant said, because they are rationa
deserve dignity, they deserve respect, and that means always treating them
beings are what Kant termed ‘ends in ourselves’.
The final formulation of the categorical imperative is known as the kingdom
the same moral vision, desiring the same goods and sharing the same ends.
It builds upon the two previous formulations, as the laws the hypothetical
devise are based on the ‘universal law of nature’ and ‘humanity’ formulas.
Hence, any moral rules constructed must be universalisable without contra
never means.

The third formulation adds a political component to Kant’s theory: he is tryi
be governed if all people were to accept his deontological ethics.

When acting individually, we should then try to imagine whether our action
‘kingdom of ends’, in the hope that by doing so, we migh? bring it closer to
Finally, in order for Kantian ethics to workinap nner, Kant also p

that it would be successful.
1. Freedom —individn

Utilitarianism is a modern form of secular ethics, although it is not totally exc
Itis a form of ethics developed by Jeremy Bentham, who believed that happi
action. Happiness, therefore, becomes the central crux of why we make mor
key ideas of happiness/pleasure and pain.

It was originally developed by Jeremy Bentham, but further developed by Joh
Unlike deontological Kantian ethics, utilitarian ethics is a consequentialist typ
This means that whether or not an action is considered moral depends on th
can be believed to have.

For example, if we take the previously mentioned axe
ideas of Kantian ethics, a utilitarian would take a
The end which utilitarians believe tobe t L
In the axe murderer dilemma, the people involved, and two will b
answering the door lie i friend from the axe murderer. The o
i answering honestly is the axe murderer, as he

erer dilemma co
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Bentham’s Act Vtilitarianism and Hedonic Calculus

» The general principle of utilitarianism is that an act can be considered to be
generates the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people —this is
which was developed by Jeremy Bentham.

»  Bentham’s utilitarianism was hinged around the idea of the principle of utili
described below.

»  Bentham argues that being ruled by pain and plea
matter; we must seek pleasure, and we |
decision-making (that is, how we ¢

» Having made this claim a

Ko) on anything else wou
. fature (these are sometimes called
how things are) on to make his normative claim (he wants
This is § : tility which states:When faced with an ethical decis
of actid h maximises pleasure and minimises pain for the greatest nu
To that end, he devised what has come to be known as the hedonic c
quantitatively (in terms of quantities, i.e. numbers) the right course o
who seeks pleasure above all else; like many other terms, it comes fro
‘hedone’, meaning ‘pleasure’).
o Bentham listed seven factors which must be taken into account when
pleasure an act will produce. They included ‘intensity’ (the strength o
length of the pleasure) and ‘fecundity’ (how likely one pleasure was t
calculus is a distinctive feature of Bentham’s version of utilitarianism.
ethical decisions should be made on a case-by-case basis; thus it is kn

Strengths and Weaknesses of Kantian Ethics

Strengths:

» Itis very clear and concise.

» It provides one central idea and moral code, * - |} _arbiguity.

»  The humanity formula appeafs tomz e value of individual h
» The idea of universality a ase of making maxims which can b

~popularised with relative ease.

> The strid®ture of deontology does not allow for situational differentiatio
certain trickier moral dilemmas.

» Not all moral decisions could be universalised, which might lead to the rig
because it wouldn’t apply in every single situation.

» It necessitates the existence of God in order for sunnum bonnum to make

» The existence of God is a whole separate area of philosophy which has yet
conclusively. Therefore, in order for this to work, it requires the proof of t

Strengths and Weaknesses of Vtilitarian Ethics

Strengths:

» Itis impossible to know the future or what the consequences of actions wi
secondary impacts. It therefore seems to only judg
good or bad.

»  Ittreats everyone equally and justly ir
indiscriminately.

» It creates core, ab

» Moral dg o

>

 way the justice system

ciples which cannot be dismissed becau

, .13 simple and straightforward because what is right
The ca al imperative creates moral rules which are consistent with t
as that ™ r murder is wrong. This helps to make it relevant and practi

» Following one’s duty is more important than doing what one thinks is righ
influenced by our own biases and selfish preferences.

» It recognises the intrinsic value of humans. It protects them from being us
case in utilitarianism, where the minority could rightly be made to suffer f
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Weaknesses:

>

>

>
>

Key Figures

There seems little justification or authority for the moral obligations in de
willing to accept that there is a divine lawgiver (God).
It is not practical, or even possible, to act according to duty alone —human
are arguably more complex than this.
Following absolute moral commands or one’s duty could result in awful co
situations where certain disastrous consequences \ gbe avoided. The
respond to complicated or extreme moral sit. i miilarly, good cons
actually good because what matte on, e.g. an action that re
It does not allow compassi .thy to motivate moral actions.
It does not provide. tion for the situation in which there are t
p ‘ Ke a choice, but if they are opposed choices then it
how tc \:hat choice.
Kant wa® ristian and saw his ethic as consistent with Christianity, but
how ‘Kant largely reduced religion to ethics — to be holy is to be moral’. T
relevant to Christians.
Kant's principle of universalisation allows for the universalisation of amora
because a principle can be universalised does not mean it is right, or even
Kant commits the naturalistic fallacy because he turns an ‘is’ into an ‘ough
There needs to be an actual reason to act according to one’s duty — not si

Immanucl Kant

>

>

Jeremy Bentham

>

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) was a philosopher who first put forward wha
Kantian ethics. This was a system of duty -based ethi i

could not.
He famm

Kant was a devout Christian, but he largely tried to work from what might
an agnostic basis. We just can’t know for sure whether God exists, though
have good reasons to believe in him, but not enough to ever be certain.
As a result, when he did write about God, Kant mostly liked to talk about h
could know about him through speculative thought alone. (If you are stud
of Religion alongside this course, you are sure to encounter his critiques o
and cosmological arguments.)

Bentham was a British philosopher, juror and writer who posited the theo
the most ethical action is the one which posits the prinzgile of utility: that
highest amount of happiness to the greatest nu
Bentham was an atheist and develop
Utilitarianism is an ethical then
works towards the pr

neory which was remo
wide y accepted. Itis atheoryo
‘which states that the greatest happin

o Healso developed the principle of utility, which is the basis for utilita
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Key Texts

Immanuel Kant: Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals
Practical Reason (1788)

»  These were the works of Immanuel Kant in which he put forward his ideas a
based ethics.
»  Within the Metaphysics of Morals, Kant was wi
viewed as a purified moral philosop
categorical imperatives includir
» In the Critique of Practi
reason ratker
Jeremy ©
> This is the text written by leremy Bentham.
» It was originally printed in 1780 and then again in 1823.
» Itisin this text that Jeremy Bentham put forward the theory of utilitarianis

Student Checklist

principle of utility and the hedonic calculus.

No Idea | Some

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea ©®

Who was Immanuel Kant?

What is the base concept of Kantian ethics?

What is the importance of duty in Kanti

What were Kant's religious beliefs, and how did
these influence his ethics?

What are the weaknesses of duty-based ethics?

What are the strengths of duty-based ethics?

What is the base concept of Kantian ethics?

What is a hypothetical imperative?

What is a categorical imperative?

What is utilitarianism?

What did Bentham consider to be the most
important end in ethical action?

What is the importance ~

litarianism?

What are the strengths of utilitarianism?

What are the weaknesses of utilitarianism?

What type of ethics is utilitarianism?
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Kant, Bentham and Religious

The ideas of Bentham and Kant interact differently with religiou

consider themselves to be secular in a sense, there are marked differences in the
with and conflict with religious teaching. It is important to remember that Kantia
religious, and the same is true of utilitarian thinkers.

ics, it is important to cons
ing even though they are both co
ed Christian. Jeremy Bentham was known

When considering the way these theorie
the individuals who developed the
theories. Immanuel Kant v

Kantian 1¥%ics

» Kantian ethics can in some ways be considered to be compatible with
religious teaching.

» Indeed, some aspects of Kantian ethics are tied to religious ideas — the
sense of moral duty, for one, is largely similar to religious ideas about
morality.

»  The universality principle both holds well and comes into conflict with idea
respectively. Many religious teachings are considered to be good no
matter the situation, e.g. lying is considered to be wrong regardless of
the situation in the majority of religious teaching.

» However, there are situations where some religious teachings may conflic
with each other and, in this case, the universality principle would be
incompatible.

» Itis impossible for both religious teachings to be
principle of universality would conflict with.r

»  The principle of the Kingdom o '
marry without religi i

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

to the rules is absolute.

» However, one key issue when holding Kantian ethics to religious teaching
the fact that within Kantian ethics, reason stands above all.

» Reason is the means by which all moral decisions are necessary to be mad

» Reason within Kantian ethics to an extent subverts the need for God as an

»  If reason within Kantian ethics is the be all and end all of the source of eth
God who is the source of morality is somewhat subverted.

»  This, within a religious context, would be considered to be God rather tha

»  This places reason in the same place as God, which, within a religious cont
idofatry. This, within many religious contexts, is immoral (a sin).

»  Within religious circles, as within Kantian ethics, intentions matter.

»  Inthis way, the religious ethical system is conce the moral motiv
the outcome of the action. The goodness of t 5 hekey.

» The same is true of Kantian ethi ‘ ention to fulfil moral duty

»  Within Kantian ethics, in

of the system of .
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also cantiot be given without the belief in God or belief in an afterlife and,
Kantian ethics can be married well.
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Vtilitarian Ethics

>
>
>

The crux of utilitarianism is the principle of utility —the aim of maximising
This may fit very well within some religions, e.g. Buddhist aims to avoid pa
However, it may be considered to be egoistic within some religious circles,
pursuit of pleasure to be selfish. It is egoistic to an extent as it may concer
rather than the good of others.

Within Christianity, there can be similarities draw;
principle of utilitarianism. '
They are both rules which offer ar
ease in making decision
However, the f i

en the golden ru

however, could include the interests of other peopl

Utilitariartiism places the human being in the place of importance —the ma
importance given within religious thought to the rules of God.
Utilitarianism is a consequentialist form of ethics. The action can be consi
outcome creates the greatest happiness for the greatest number. Howev
thought, the motivation is important.

However, within religious thought there is consistent emphasis and prefer
or oppressed.

The care for the most vulnerable in society is an important part of many re
for example, Jesus emphasised to Christians that in service of God, the car
is a way to show love and service to God.

This is communicated in the parable of the sheep and goats: in Matthew 2
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of shese brothers an
(Matthew 25:40).

The majority, however, is the concer
Jesus encouraged a grace-filled

‘ an ethics.
o the law.
I where he challenges traditional Pha

It could be argued that rule utilitarianism marries well with Christian teach
commandments of the law in order to heal on the Sabbath, as recorded w

-

Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shrivi
them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him
him on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, *
“Then Jesus asked them, "Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good
kill?" But they remained silent. *He looked around at them in anger
stubborn hearts, said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretc
completely restored. °Then the Pharisees went out ;}md began to plot
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Student Checklist

No Idea Some Good

?
What Do | Know? ® ld%a ) Idea ©

How does the Kantian principle of
universality challenge religious. i”

How does ti¥
religious ideas?

ingdom of Ends support

How does the idea of sunnum bonnum
support religious ideas?

How does the importance of reason in
Kantian ethics challenge religious ideas?

How does the principle of utility /
religious ideas? i

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

How does the principle of utility challenge
religious ideas?

How might the principle of utility come
into conflict with the gospel rule?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

How does the Bible passage Mark 3:1-6
support rule utilitarianism?
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Qg
Education

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA RS: Component 1B: Ethics Page 35 of 45




Practice Exam-style Questio

7.

8.

‘Kantian ethics is more moral than utilitarian ethics.” Evaluate this

In your answer you should:
» evaluate and assess facets of religi:
implications and impacts '
o  The principle {

_udtion to the golden rule
arian ethics to other religions, such as Bud

HINTS

In your answer you should:
»  exhibit awareness and comprehension of differing beliefs, including th
o Basics of duty-based ethics and utilitarian ethics
o Immanuel Kant and Jeremy Bentham
o  Hypothetical and categorical imperatives and the principle of uti
o How these ideas apply to religious thought
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Mark Schemes

Levels of Response (A Level)

Level
s Answer will communicate a strong knz
5 ;
(9-10 .
marks) .
ill communicate a good knowledge base showing nuance
4 | mostly relevant information included.
(7-8 marks) " Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
e Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating a
context and meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will communicate an adequate knowledge base showing so
3 relevant information included.
. Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authorit
(5-6 marks) . . . i -
. Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactory
meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will communicate a limited knowledge base showing under
’ information included.
. Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
(3—-4 marks) ) . ) ) .
e Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactory
context and meaning of these phrases.
s Answer will communicate a poor knowledge > 5e showing very lim
1 understanding with little relevant i n . cluded.
(1-2 marks) | «  Reference to the schol i rces of wisdom and autho
e  Use of specificla pplied, orif it is it will be applie
0 marks 0 marks awardsy or irrelevant content, or no answer provid

Level

Levels of Response (AO2)
Answer will display outstanding analysis and evaluation of the cont

6 Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
(13-15 e  Astrong argument will be displayed showing nuanced and balance
marks) J Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating e

and meaning of these phrases.
¢  Answer will display above average analysis and evaluation of the co

4 . Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
(10-12 e  An above average argument will be displayed showing balanced un
marks) J Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating a

context and meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will display sufficient analysis and evaluation of the content

3 . Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authorit

(7-9 marks) ¢ Asufficient argument will be displayed ome balanced un
e Use of specific language will be a ly, demonstrating

context and meaning o oh.
e Answer will disz; «C analysis and evaluation of the conte

2 . Refe fars, views and sources of wisdom and autho

(4-6 marky : ument will be displayed showing some understanding.

. specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactory
context and meaning of these phrases.

Answer will display poor and lacking analysis and evaluation of the

1 . Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and autho
(1-3marks) | ¢ A poor argument will be displayed showing limited understanding.
e  Use of specific language will not be applied, or if it is it will be applie
0 marks 0 marks awarded for incorrect or irrelevant content, or no answer provid
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Indicative Content

1. ‘The natural world is the most obvious source of ethical rights and wrong

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the ideas as below:

Students might give any of the following arguments for this statement:

Students might give any of the following arguments against this statement:

Ethical naturalism is a cognitive theory. This means that it is possible to say
ethics are true or false within human experience.
It is the belief that decisions about what is ri
natural world and human nature.
An action can be right or w
nature (natural mor

car, I can see and be certain that it is blue}, so, too, ethical statements, suc
can be empirically tested by analysing whether an action has produced hap

On this basis, ethical statements can be proved true or false — they are veri
There are four principles of ethical naturalism, or four key ideas within the
Moral statements are always propositional.

These propositions are true.

These propositions are true not because of human beings, but because of n
world around us. This fits well with our ideas about empiricism and scienti
to our society this method of ascertaining ethical ideas appeals.

The natural realities of the world can be reduced to ethical realities.

So for example the phrase ’Murder is wrong’, w:thm ng

et™ rights and wrongs as the majority of people in the modern day woul
to act in a utilitarian way as this would benefit the most people. Indeed, it
this would be the most obvious source of ethical thought as the majority of
subscribe, whether consciously or not, to this form of ethical thinking.

Critics of this way of talking about morality are keen to point out these the
utterly damning, mistake: they confuse what is the case with how it ought t
This is known as the is—ought gap.

It was first pointed out by Hume. He makes the point that when philosoph
matters they are prone to slipping from what is the case to what oughtto b
explaining how they got from the former to the latter.

Furthermore, Hume thinks it is unclear precisely hov ebody could justi
example of this is in Jeremy Bentham’s as rybody seeks ple
It is a descriptive claim made by n the opening line of his
Principles of Morals and | 2 . ré has placed mankind under the
sovereign mas

Therefore, while it is a useful, and some would argue mstinctive, way to loo
without its critics and issues.
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2. Examine the view that ethical naturalism is the best way of ascertaining

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:
. Ethical naturalism is a cognitive theory. This means that it is possible to say
ethics are true or false within human experience.
. It is the belief that decisions about what is right and wrong can be arrived a
natural world and human nature.
. An action can be right or wrong depending on w
nature (natural moral) or whether it pradu; es
) Human nature and happmess ar L
empirically tested.
Ethlcal naturali

fulfils the intende
ess {utilitarianism).
at exist in the world and ca

statemenzs the same as non-ethical statem

On this basis, ethical statements can be proved true or false ~ they are veri

There are four principles of ethical naturalism, or four key ideas within the
Moral statements are always propositional.

These propositions are true.

These propositions are true not because of human beings, but because of n

world around us.

The natural realities of the world can be reduced to ethical realities.

) So, for example, the phrase ‘Murder is wrong’, within naturalism, would be
objectively true because it has relation to natural things which can happen
is a proposition which is moral and cognitive.

. Ethical naturalism is largely reductionist in the way that it deals with ethical

. An example of an ethical theory which makes use of ethical naturalism is ut

) By positing that the most ethical thing to do is to gain the greatest happine
number, utilitarians are giving natural vaiue tothke

e This functions as an example which is
ethical rights and wrongs as the
to act in a utilitarian w q “benefit the most people.

. Critics of this w: bout morality are keen to point out these theo
Ut “ take: they confuse what is the case with how it ought t

: owit as the is—ought gap.

. It st pointed out by Hume. He makes the point that when philosoph
matters they are prone to slipping from what is the case to what ought to b
explaining how they got from the former to the latter.

. Furthermore, Hume thinks it is unclear precisely how somebody could justi
example of this is in Jeremy Bentham’s assertion that ‘Everybody seeks plea

. It is a descriptive claim made by Jeremy Bentham in the opening line of his
Principles of Morals and Legislation (‘Nature has placed mankind under the
sovereign masters, pain and pleasure.’).

. Bentham would argue that this is a factual state of affairs and, | imagine, m

. However, Hume critiques this. This sentence is a normative claim. It is sayi
That is a very different thing to saying how things are.

° Therefore, while it is a useful, and some would argue instinctive, way to loo

without its critics and issues.

- li.g that naturalism is th
geople in the modern day woul
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3. Examine the view that libertarian free will is the most effective in naviga
responsibility.

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

. Free will is the ability for an individual to make moral choices free from for
them to make a certain choice. It is a case of individual volition and intent.

. It is closely tied to the idea of moral responsibility as those two things are ¢
free will, individuals cannot be considered to bz untable.

srm of free will, and believes that free ¢

rnal factors. The external factors only affect b

: her living beings such as plants.

e different understandings of free will, including determinism and

. inism is the belief that human beings do not have free will because
have been decided upon previously by a higher power. There are different
including causal, psychological and theological. Compatibilism is the view t
and libertarianism can be considered to be true and that the two ideas are

) Libertarian free will is the view which considers free will in its purest state,

. Libertarianism is the
without the i

. In reaction to determinism, the libertarian view is that people have wholly

. It concedes that there are external factors, causations, which can impact d
made.

) In terms of direct causation, these only apply to the mechanic world within

e.g. a flower is predestined to be blown by the wind as it does not have the
free moral decisions and choices.

. There are what is known as contingent truths — things which are likely to b
necessarily true — for example, A is stronger than B. In a fight, A would win
likely scenario. However, this is not predetermined. It is theoretically poss
there is still the situational possibility for Ato los=

. A similar example is used by Michael Palm,

) Within libertarian thought, e
reality; however, these rtate a choice made.

. This is wholl view could be the most useful in navigating m
bl i < he idea which could be argued to be a natural inclinati

imple, an individual raised in abject poverty. Just because of th

a they are not destined to a life of crime in order to attempt to escap
other avenues of life which could be undertaken. There is not a direct corr
correlation, between poverty and a life of crime.

) Therefore, if a person commits a crime, while it is important to consider th
they have still committed a crime and, therefore, should under the law rec
for their crime.

. This is useful as this is largely how the legal system currently functions.

) By comparison, determinism completely absolves an individual of moral re
individual has not chosen to act in a way, then it is not correct to punish th

. This could be an issue as, if people are not held responsible for their action
legal sense, then the legal framework of society would have no point.

. fi.nunicate his ideas abo
ing an impact on decisions i
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4. ‘Libertarian free will is the best way of navigating moral responsibility.’

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the ideas as below:
. Free will is the ability for an individual to make moral choices free from fo

them to make a certain choice. It is a case of individual volition and inten
. Libertarianism is the truest, purist form of free will, and believes that free
without the influence of external factors. The externa! factors only affect
have free wnil i.e. other living beings such as~

. s these two things are
ered to be held accountabl
. he individual to make correct moral ch

. Libertarian free will does indeed lay out a very clear path towards navigat
responsibility which appeals to human nature.

. For example, it appeals to the sense of justice which human beings exper
someone for an action they have chosen. If an individual has done somet
instinctively want to hold them responsible. If an individual has done som
society honour that.

. Libertarian free will appeals to and fits well with many of the laws and id
modern society today.

. Our justice system currently acts on the basis of libertarian free will. Peo
are held accountable.

. To remove libertarian free will is to challenge our legal system and open

allow people to commit crimes and not suffer re ions. This does n

ideas of justice.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

. The issue of psychological determinism comes in here. Psychological det
that human choices are determined by their psychological states before t
There are many factors which would impact the psychological disposition
upbringing, including biological or environmental factors. As a result, the
human beings themselves, are the deciding forces regarding the choices t

. This discussion leads us on to the opposite approach to moral responsibil
will, which is determinism — the view that the best way of understanding
extension, moral responsibility, is by understanding that all actions are pr

e Thisin turn has issues, as while determinism does make lots of sense inm
example, taking into account different factors in the life of an individual w
them to make a decision (i.e. causal determinism or psychological determ
view of the actions of someone can be said te

»  However, one of the main issues with,de: er as a theory is that it a

actions are predetermmed an tdrfee moral agents, we cannot

for our actions. Th ith moral responsibility as no one ca
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5. Examine how the sociological understanding of conscience deals with th

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

Sociological understandings of the conscience are linked strongly to analysi
moral choices function within societies.

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) was a French sociologist. As a sociologist, his
study of society and the interactions between individuals in order to make j
nature of societal structures and interactions.

individual is the resu

es that should a person not have a conscience, then they do not ha
moral values from a society.
This could be for a number of reasons — either they have not been raised as
they do not absorb and internalise the values from around them, or due to
circumstances or biological factors they were unable to adjust and learn th
Durkheim also posits the idea of what he terms the ‘collective conscience’.
This is the idea of the faculty that arises from the complete sphere of belief:
shared between members of a particular society.
The collective conscience, therefore, is felt by all members of a society as th
sphere of these shared beliefs and values.
Durkheim’s theories help demonstrate how individuals participate in share
These values will give people motivations to work towards the collective go
Durkheim muses over whether or not conscience is an evolutionary trait, as
scaffolding to support social survival of groups of humans to live better in ¢
Sharing values and morals enables cohesion witk: I group, aiding co
protecting against outside threats.
The way in which conscience i
linked to the |deas wit! t
the society in

+understanding deals with the
ciety regarding marriage. Therefo

stands conscience in a sociological way may believe th
hin society is the key to the conscience response to cheating.
affords within society a system of order and provides structure fo
mclmations of human beings as well as providing the scaffolding for family |
reproduction.

Therefore, cheating would result in threatening this structure as well as res
conflicts.

Therefore, the individual might argue that the instinctive idea that cheating
rooted in the threat it poses to the necessity of the order of society.

They may experience guilt themselves for this reason should they ever eng
This would be rooted in the society’s values and priorities rather than the m
of the action.
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6. ‘Freud’s interpretation of conscience is the most coherent when discussin
this statement.

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

Students might argue that Freud’s theory is the most coherent:

Students might argue that Freud’s theory is not the most coherent:

Sigmund Freud was a highly influential and famous Austrian scientist, best kno
of, and coining the term, ‘psychoanalysis’; his ideas about the conscience are la
Specifically Freud based his ideas in the psychosexual development of the chil
of their mental capacity through various different
chlldhood profoundly affect the way that w

beings, separating the b
For Freud, the consz

defence mechanisms and are rooted in the subconscious development which
When we do something that the super ego has learned through childhood is wi
This is known as internalisation — when the values we were taught by those in a
have become our own due to regular exposure and socialisation over the perio

Therefore, when we apply this method of thought to the issues of adultery a
wide spectrum of potential moral responses, depending on the individual an
during their childhood and specifically those in authority within our childhoo
This is coherent in that it is easily applied to our knowledge and experience t
If someone was raised with the value that would dictate that lying was wron
individuals of authority within their childhood (i.e. parents, society or other
conscience would, in the instance of the occurrence of a lie, provoke in an in
or guilt. The individual has violated the values with which they were raised
violated the codes set by those they consider to be in authority roles. Howe

childhood. If some
broken, then

one another, Freud’s theory, while logical, is largely impractical. The hurt d
will not be undone simply by explaining that this was a view developed in ¢

This can be contrasted with the likes of Aquinas’ natural law theory in whic
position that the conscience within the individual who is committing adulte
instinctively tell that they are doing something wrong. Aquinas’ theory cou
coherent as it is more concrete and clear. There are no grey areas.

The act of adultery violates the primary precept of the order of society, which i
important teachings of Aquinas’ natural law. In this instance there are two way
be interpreted within the natural law system —it is a failure of conscience eithe
wrongly prioritising an apparent good (desire of love / sex / another person) ov
term a real good, i.e. the keeping of marriage vows. The same can be said of ly
Durkheim too could be argued to be more coherent = is approach to th
pragmatic, and appeals to our sense of re
His view of marriage and adultery can k2 a
it focuses more on the society.:
Someone who unde (
marrlage w hi

perhaps a clearer ver
inaividual lives than an individual
e in a sociological way may believe th
ey to the conscience response to cheating

rder and provides structure for the romantic |ncI|nat|o

conflicts. Therefore the individual might argue that the instinctive idea that ¢
rooted in the threat it poses to the necessity of the order of society. They ma
themselves for this reason should they ever engage in such an activity.

On lying, Freud points out how the structure of society and interaction bet
break down in the instance of lies and untruths. Society cannot make actio
this will lead to mistakes and issues. It is a very clear-cut, pragmatic approa
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7. ‘Kantian ethics is more moral than utilitarian ethics.” Evaluate this statem

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the arguments

) Duty-based ethics, also known as deontological ethics, are a system of ethics
there are certain moral duties held by every individual that, if adhered to, sh
moral society. They are also known as Kantian ethics due to their formulato

e  He posited a moral system which is based on duty — specific duties which ar

e  He developed the hypothetical imperatives and th ical imperatives, w
between duties you should do if you wantt certain end, and moral
every action.

. He developed two key £

Hypothetlcal im

A~ hypothetical imperatives and categ
ght to’ rules should you wish to achieve a ce

There are also three postulates which must be fulfilled within Kantian ethics
individuals must be free in order to make their own choices and decisions; i
an afterlife in order for sunnum bonnum to be experienced; God — God has t
fair and just judge to decide who experiences sunnum bonnum in the afterli
e  There are a wide variety of ethical codes which are proffered for people to
times, including the common utilitarian form of ethics posited by Jeremy Be

Students may agree that Kantian ethics is more moral:

. Kantian ethics promotes a sense of duty to other human beings.

. It is impossible to know the future or what the consequences of actions will
secondary impacts. It therefore seems more just to judge someone on wha
which itself is good or bad.

) It treats everyone equally and justly in much the same way the justice syste
everyone indiscriminately.

) It creates core, absolute moral principles which cannot be csmissed because of

Moral decision-making is simple and straightf Ce ise what is right an
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Studem’>may disagree that Kantian ethics is not more moral:

e itis deontological — therefore, the duty to fulfil the right purpose is the mos
might cause difficulty ethically — sometimes when duty is followed the cons
considered to be an immoral result, e.g. the axe murderer dilemma.

e There seems little justification or authority for the moral obligations in deonto
is willing to accept that there is a divine lawgiver (God). The postulate which d
exist does not necessarily make the best rule set for morality for an increasing

) It is not practical, or even possible, to act according to duty alone — human
psychology are arguably more complex than this.

. Following absolute moral commands or one’s duty could result in awful con
certain situations where certain disastrous consequences should be avoide
flexibility to respond to complicated or extreme moral situations. Similarly,
cannot be interpreted as actually good because what mzitters is the intenti
results in a child’s life being saved.

e [t does not allow compassion or sympathy

e [t does not provide us with a snli
— both would require

gundance asto
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moral actions.
<isTtuation in which there are twi
dice, but if they are opposed choices t
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less relevant to non-religious peopie
) Kant's principle of universalisation allows for the universalisation of amoral

just because a principle can be universalised does not mean it is right or eve
. Kant commits the naturalistic fallacy because he turns an ‘is’ into an ‘ought’
e  There needs to be an actual reason to act according to one’s duty — not simply
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8. Examine the view that utilitarian ethics is the best ethical code to live by

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

) Utilitarianism is a modern form of secular ethics, although it is not totally e
sphere.

) It is centred on the key ideas of happiness/pleasure and pain. It was origina
Bentham, but further developed by John Stuart Mill 2 thers.

e  The general principle of utilitarianism is that.zr . considered to be
the action generates the greatest h greatest number of peo
the principle of utility, w , ed by Jeremy Bentham.

Bentham argues ths Bd by pam and pleasure is just the way huma

many religious people may identify as utilitarians.

e  The cruxof utilitarianism is the principle of utility — the aim of maximising p
pain.

e This may fit very well within some religions, e.g. Buddhist aims to avoid pai

e  Jesus encouraged a grace-filled approach to the law.

e  There are instances within the gospel where he challenges traditional Phari
to the interpretation of Jewish law.

e  Theidea that there is flexibility within the moral code found within utilitari
extent hit a chord within religious teaching also.

) It could be argued that rule utilitarianism marries well with Christian teachi
the commandments of the law in order to heal on the Sabbath, as recorded

. However, it may be considered to be egoistic within some religious circles,
the pursuit of pleasure to be selfish. It is egoistict tent as it may con
individual rather than the good of others '

. Within Christianity, there can be sim?
Utility Principle of Utllltaraar

e  They are both rules v
for their eas

4 between the Golden Ru
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) Utilitarianism places the human belng in the place of importance — the maj
than the importance given within religious thought to the rules of God.

. Utilitarianism is a consequentialist form of ethics. The action can be consid
as the outcome creates the greatest happiness for the greatest number. H
religious schools of thought, the motivation is important.

. It can also focus on the good of the majority. This is the only preferential trea

) However, within religious thought there is consistent emphasis on and pref
poor, needy, sick or oppressed.

e  The care for the most vulnerable in society is an important part of many rel
practices — for example, Jesus emphasised to Christians that in service of G
and needy in society is a way to show love and service to God.

e This is communicated in the parable of the shee . atsin Matthew 25:
will reply, “Truly | tell you, whatever you d f trie least of these br
mine, you did for me.” (Matthe '

e  The majority, howev
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