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Teacher’s Introduction

These revision summaries are designed to provide students with a detailed overview of everything they need to
know for their A Level exam. It follows the AQA Religious Studies specification for Section A of Component 1,
which focuses on Philosophy of Religion only. The first four topics of the A Level programme are covered in the
Year 1 resource. This resource covers the remaining three topics with advice on where to integrate the first four
topics.

All students of different academic abilities will benefit from this overview as it provides a clear and concise
account of what to revise. The best way to use these overviews is by providing students with a copy of a
particular topic once it has been taught in class. It is also possible to give the entire pack to the students before
they start their final revision for the exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

e  Glossary: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

e Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of discussion
and disagreement.

¢  Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic, they are a clear and concise set of notes that
help students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic.

e  Key Texts/Scholars: A set of notes around any important philosopher and their works that students may
require background information and understanding of.

e  Year 1 Refreshers: A brief look at how students may incorporate Year 1 knowledge and understanding into

Year 2 topics.

e  Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary and a
way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

! Note: The checklist is presented in question format and these questions would be ideal to set for
homework or revision so that students can build the skills they need in order to progress to longer
exam-style questions.

e Exam-style Question: A practice essay question with helpful assessment objectives, complete with levelled
mark schemes and indicative content at the end of the resource. These are useful for students approaching
their end-of-year exams or wishing to improve their essay technique on a particular topic.

At the end of the resource there is a true or false quiz which students can do as a quick test of their knowledge
and understanding of the entire material.

This structure clearly ensures students have not only a grasp on the key themes of each topic, but also a way to
understand their place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries, especially in helping their recollection of key
topics closer to their final exams.

August 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Religious Language

gical: This is a way of describing somethi

similar.

gy of attribution: Thisisat

es or qualities.

gy of proportion: - This is a type of analogy that com

where the something unknown |

to the thing it is being compared

This refers to statements. In phil

dicate which ethi

ere the predicate

n th

is specific te se

meone has that they are con

change their point of view or blik

.

ognitivism:

erence theory of truth:

respondence thec This is the idea that truth is basec
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Something is true or false becaus

This is language that involves term

example, ‘to box’ could mean ta
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is ea 1
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p e
the subject. The predicate is bas
table. It is not part of the concep
fact that it is on the tak!. * base

s a theory or appro
. stances. There is no abso
culture or period.

This is language that involves ter
situation,

isis the abili thing

Overview . ; - .
This topic examines the nature of religious language and how i

language is language about something that is other-worldly, which makes it qu
ordinary things in the world. It could be the case that religious language is not
but about how people should live their lives. These different views have cause
twentieth-century philosophers, in particular. Should religious language be vie
facts or as something expressing attitudes or a way of life? This section looks a
strengths and weaknesses.

Key Points

Cognitivism AN

Some phiiosophers of religion argue that there is either some way of checki
verification) or that checking is not essential to religious language, what mat
own reasons (R M Hare’s blik). The cognitive view relates to the correspond

» Religious language might be better understood as a way of expressing an a

symbolic or analogous. This is a non-cognitive approach. Religious langua

because it concerns the other-worldly which we have no knowledge of. It

of what it is not. The non-cognitive view relates to the coherence theory o

Challenges of the Principles of Verification and Falsification

Verification:

»  Logical positivism is a school of thought that takes a cogr itivist approach t
positivists view language only in terms of wheth f about things t
statements or synthetic statements. : .5 meaningless. They a

»  Logical positivism claims that la be about things that can be v

be meaningful. It foll 1€ of verification.

> Religious language is, therefore, meamngless.
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Strengths:

» Theidea that only things that can be verified are meaningful is simple and
things such as ethical or religious statements or statements based on opini

»  Logical positivism is a popular approach among scientists because scientist

»  Logical positivism and the principle of verification are ways of avoiding any
beliefs. The principle of verification would rule out things such as mystical
This is important because anyone could then claim avehad a mystica

Weaknesses:
Logical positivism is too

: ot give credit to things that are unv
" a?nple (see below).

_ a theory itself and cannot be verified. You cannot
at are verifiable are meaningful) as it is an opinion itself
»  Science st one way of seeing the world. It is one of many forms of life,

below).

Falsification:

»  Anthony Flew used John Wisdom’s parable of the gardener to demonstrate
falsified. He takes a cognitivist approach in proving that language must be
dismissed if there is enough evidence to disprove it. Religious believers wil
why their belief cannot be supported with evidence. They modify their clai
provided against the religious hypothesis. As Flew says: ‘A fine brash hypo
by a thousand qualifications’.

» Religious language cannot be disproven and so it is meaningless.

7

Strengths:
»  Some religious believers do modify their beliefs t

idence. For exa

‘ “*knows. This is not adequate enough
ition that allows for theories to be considered

Weaknesses:
» Flew and his reliance on falsification is too strict in the same way as verifica
cannot be falsified.
» There are plenty of examples of people who have lost their faith because o
their loved ones. This shows that they have given up their beliefs because

Responses to the Principles of Verification and Falsification
Hick’s parable of the celestial city:

»  Hick uses the parable of the celestial city to demonstrate that religious lang

religious language is cognitive.

» The parable can be summarised as follows: two travelle
that the road leads to the celestial city. Thist
heaven (the celestial city). The other travallc ’
represents the atheist who d
death. The truth of the s
they reach the

.are walking dow
. sents a theist a

Religious language is, therefore, meaningful.
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Strengths:
» Hick demonstrates that the truth of religious statements can be verified w
» Hick also demonstrates that heaven and life after death could be real.

Weaknesses:
» Religious language cannot be verified during a lifetime, which is what matt
» Religious language cannot be falsified. If the atheist.u f\t, when you die

theist has been proved wrong.

R M Hare’s parable of the lunati
Hare uses a parabla

that religious believers have a conviction

convinced. This is similar to religious believers who have a belief in God that

dissuade them from. Their belief in God is a blik. Atheists do not have this bl

» Hare has demonstrated that religious language is used by those who have
meaningful. It affects their life.

» Religious language is, therefore, meaningful despite not being falsifiable.

Strengths:
» Hare’s parable responds well to Flew’s point that religious language canno
meaningless. Hare recognises that religious language is meaningful to reli
the way they see life and live their life. It is meaningful despite not being fa
» Ultimately every viewpoint, including science or atheism, is a blik. They to

Weakness:
»  Flew responds by pointing out that religi
they say such things as ‘God’s ¢ ;
can be verified or falsifi
you won't he ah

. rrfaking assertions
_+ is would mean that religious be
oach means that religious beliefs a

guage games:

Vittgenstein argues that religious language is meaningful within a
words have a function rather than referring to an actual thing.

» Religious language is language understood in a particular way by religious
which has a specific meaning to the religious.

» The word ‘God’, for example, does not refer to an actual being but to how
religious traditions. Some may see the word God as security or as a purpo

»  This meaning is not understood by those who are not religious. Those wh
form of life will not understand religious language in the same way.

» The value and meaningfulness of religious language is dependent on the ¢

» Religious language is, therefore, not something that expresses a fact that e
relative to the community using it.

Strengths:
»  Wittgenstein’s approach mean
» ltalso accepts that there

nmunication between different forms of life is possible.

»  Religious believers do think they are talking about something factual in th
language.

» If what Wittgenstein says is true, then there is no need for arguments for t
proof that God exists.
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Other Views on the Nature of Religious Language

Religious language as symbolic:

»  Religious language is meant to be symbolic rather than literal. This is a non
religious language.

» This is the view supported by Paul Tillich. Tillich recognises six characterist
refer to something beyond themselves, symbols participate in the reality th
soul level, symbols open up realities that are n sed to us, symbol
develop and fade away.

Strengths: .

»  Viewing religio mbolic appreciates that religious language
literal :

»  Viewin} bus language as symbolic can help explain what religious exp

»  Tillich’s view explains why religious language has different meanings for dif

Weaknesses:

» Tillich’s point about symbols participating in the reality to which they refer
»  Concepts, such as God, are not symbolic for most religious believers. They
»  As a general point against the non-cognitive approach it can be said that re

belief as something rational that is true or false.

Religious language as analogical:
» Aquinas believed religious language is not concerned with terms that are e
» Religious language can only describe the metaphysical by comparing it to w
»  Aquinas recognises two forms of analogical language. The first form of ana
attribution. There are certain good attributes of create.
them. For example, a kind human being wil 4
God, being that creator, would have t
» The second is analogy of propnz
God. God is so much g
certain hiuggan:

the attribute of
W' 1dness is in order to ¢
- the analogy is drawn between t
. \ese qualities will be in proportion to
d as wise. God’'s wisdom will be so much wise

Strengths:

»  Viewing religious language as analogical means that it cannot be criticised i
univocal or equivocal language.

»  This approach builds on what we already know and then extends it in apply

Weaknesses:

» God is transcendent and beyond our comprehension so how do we know t
in proportion to his greatness.

»  Even though Aquinas thought that God could not possess negative attribut
attributes such as being cruel. This could also be in propartion to his great

» Itis impossible for an analogy to work if you d |
be known so how can we compare him tc

Via Negativa:

»  Religious langu r be expressed in terms of what something is (

> be known, it is best to describe him in apophatic terms. Thi
is often used in mystical texts.

» One person who used this way of describing God was Pseudo-Dionysius th

» He described God as nameless but also as having all names.

» This is a way of explaining that God has the attributes of omnipresence and
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Strengths:

»  This kind of language expresses God as something non-human (it is not ant

» It helps express how great God is and how the religious domain is ineffable.

» Itis compatible with Hick’s idea of God having epistemic distance from hum
his points to his soul-making theodicy).

Weaknesses:

» A God who is beyond comprehension is dlffICU“' 2 in or worship. Yo
believing in and you do not know h m/her/it.

» Itisvague language and descrik: _nagin terms of what it is not still le

» If God is ineffable th i convince other people who would like

Pseudo-Dionysius the Arcopagite (c.first century CE):
Pseudo-Dionysius is the author of certain mystical writings (Divine Names and M
two of them). The original Dionysius was a convert to and a highly respected figu
sometimes customary to give works the name of important figures even though
would endorse the fact that the works were important. Pseudo-Dionysius is the
works attributed to Dionysius.

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274):

Aquinas was a very famous theologian and Dominican monk based in France. H
philosopher Aristotle and adapted his work to Christianity. Aquinas presents fiv
God must exist. The first three arguments are versions of the cosmological argu
third way. The fourth way is his argument from degree and his fifth way is a ver.
was also famous for writing about religious language and how to write about or

A ] Aver (1910-1989):

Ayer was a logical positivist who wrote.l
principle of verification. He critc. .
nonsense.

Anthom

Flew was a E hilosopher and atheist. Apart from arguing that God could h

will, he also argued that you should assume God does not exist until there is stro
argued that religion cannot be falsified (disproved). He argued this using John
The point is that it does not matter how much evidence you show a religious bel
they will come up with a response to defend their faith.

Richaro M Hare (1919-2002):
Richard Hare was a philosopher at Oxford who wrote about ethics and philosop
Christian who possessed the Christian blik which supported him to live a good a

John Hick (1922-2012):
Hick was a theologian who is famous for his soul-making theodicy, his pluralism
aspect of the truth), his replica theory and his arguments th= Flatm that religiou
come across his theories in other topics in Philos

Paul Tillich (1886-1 965 )
Tillich was a Christian theo
ethics as a normativ

r viewing religious language as symb
ch (see the Ethics section of your course). T

Senstein (1889-1951):

Wittgenstein is one of the most famous philosophers of the twentieth century.
phases. The first phase was his period as a logical positivist. His second phase w
of language games. Wittgenstein was an anti-realist and was keen to point out
language and the communities we belong to.

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA: Component 1A Page 7 of 29

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




Year 1 Refresher

In Year 1, Hick’s soul-making theodicy was examined as a way of resolving the p
theodicy rests on the idea of eschatological justification. You will recall that thi
life are good enough to compensate for the amount of evil and suffering there i
on religious language, Hick returns to the importance of escha‘\“;tology. This time

There are also links to the problem of v of religious language. Th

evidence that falsifies religiou

1igh the design, ontological or cosmological argume

Proving Gog _
nd the language used. From a non-cognitive perspective, arg

at religious
needed.
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know? No Idea Some Goo
) ® Idea ® | Idea

What is the cognitivist approach to religious
language?
What is the non-cognitive approach to relig’
language? '

What is the position of !

What are sor adhering to the

What are the weaknesses of adhering to the
principle of verification?

What is the position of Anthony Flew?

What are the strengths of applying falsification
to religious language?

What are the weaknesses of applying
falsification to religious language?

What is Hick’s response to the challenge of
verification to religious language?

What are the strengths of Hick’s position?

What are the weaknesses of Hick’s position?

What is Hare’s response to the challenge of
falsification to religious language?

What are the strengths of

)
o .

What is Wi ein’s response to the
challenge of verification and falsification to
religious language?

What are the strengths of Wittgenstein’s
position?

What are the weaknesses of Wittgenstein’s
position?

What does Tillich argue about the nature of
religious language?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

of Hare’s position?

What are

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

What are the strengths of Tillich’s position?

What are the weaknesses of Tillich’s position?

What is Aquinas’ approach to the nature of
religious language? '

What are the strengths of A

ig

What are g -of Aquinas’ position?

Qg
Education

What is theMs

What are the strengths of the Via Negativa?

What are the weaknesses of the Via Negativa?
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Exam-style Question

A. Examine the contributions of analogy and language games to a stud
(10 marks)

This question is testing your knowledge ¢
recognised by the term ‘examin

The examiners will be lo

ding (assessment

your answer in one of the follo

What type of answer

An answer that is completely correct, relevant and p
critical analysis and different views are referred to.
good examples and references to texts. The answe
specialist terminology consistently and throughout.

An answer that is predominantly correct, relevant an
analysis. There are lots of examples and reference
made. Diverse views are acknowledged. The answ
terminology is used correctly.

An answer that has a lot that is correct, relevant and
some examples and references to texts to illustrate
some critical analysis and some knowledge of divers
clear and specialist terminology is used correctly.

A limited answer which shows some knowledge and
reference to alternative positions but there are very
to fexts to illustrate points made. The answer is rela
analysis. Some specialist ter; gy is used.

religious language in terms of being analogical or as a language gam
the issues. This demonstrates your understanding of the need to have
understanding religious language. Here you can demonstrate your un
well, such as cognitive and non-cognitive. Make sure you explain what
In the second paragraph you need to explain Aquinas’ position on reli
include his analogy of attribution and analogy of proportion. Also prox
analogies. This gives your answer more detail and demonstrates unde
In the final paragraph you need to write about Wittgenstein’s position
language game and forms of life to explain his theory. Make sure yo
well. It is good fo provide examples in explaining Wittgenstein’s theo
example of rugby players and football players. The ball represents o
have rules about how to use the ball (angque uses; in a particular fo
about how o word is used) and rugby pl e different rules ab
life, the understanding of the same vo ifferent). You canno
picking up the ball when p In the same way, you cann
form of life to undersie in the same way s someone else
nstein’s theory to religious language.

clude either Aquinas or Wittgenstein, you will not be
i will have answered only half of the question.
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B. ‘Religious language is devoid of meaning.” Evaluate this claim. (1

HINTS

e This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘evaluate’. It usually
commas.

e The examiners will be looking to place your an

Marks
band

Level

r is well-reasoned with detailed analysis
_gouod examples, evidence or textual references inc
and insightful discussion. There is critical analysis a
consistently and throughout.

10-12

Different sides to the argument are presented with
based on the points made. There are examples, evi
included to illustrate the points made. The answer
critical analysis. Specialist terminology is used cor

Different sides to the argument are considered wit
textual references. The answer has a lot that is co
mainly clear and specialist ferminology is used cor

A limited answer that is one-sided. There are exam
references to support the point and the point is ma
clear and uses some specialist terminology.

1

There is an answer to the question, but this is one-s
inaccurate or irrelevant and specialist terminology

0

Nothing worthy of credit.

I8

clusion, religious language is not devoid of meaning in a religio
scientific community where meaningful things are those that can be ve
because it leaves out a lot of things in life, including the meaning of li
at one time in their life must think about. There is more to life than veri

Activi
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Miracles

i-realism: This is the position that holds that there is nc
dependent on who is viewing th

ingency miracle: This is an event describ
It is contingent ~

Dy someone who has
] d playing on the train trac

‘ e driver of the train cannot see the
stops seconds before hitting the child. Th
a miracle. Another person would see thisa

ese are that govern the universe,
al

This topic is about how to define miracles and whether these de
Miracles could be considered to be events that go against natural laws, such as
would be a realist interpretation of a miracle. Som Ju ordinary events to
of birth, or that miracles cannot happen in th J. These would be an
These different views are of significanc elief. Christianity, which is
resurrection, is called into g s'are unlikely, subjective or impossib

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Differing Unbderstandings of ‘Miracle’

Realist views:

»  Realists view miracles as events that happen in the world.

»  Christian realists will, for example, view Jesus’ resurrection as a miracle tha
»  The realist view on miracles means they are events that are mind-independ

witnesses.

» These miraculous events that happen in the world are considered to be sign

> Various types of miracle can be identified from a realist perspective: COPYRIGHT
o  David Hume focused on miracles that go against natural laws (see belo PROTECTED

the Red Sea (Exodus 14). Aquinas also recognised that there were thes
o Aquinas also recognised that there were mi nature cando b
example, Lazarus being resurrected fr

from a realist perspective.

o Aquinas recognised a third t
s Christian churches the priest perfor ig
irit and performs a miracle in curing someo
o " _ racle is one that is of a beneficial nature, yet coincid Qg

Education
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Anti-realist views:

»  Anti-realists have a different idea of miracles. They view them as events th
are mind-dependent.

» A miracle performs a function in causing people to become religious believ
positively towards their faith.

» R F Holland gives an example of a contingency miracle, a miracle that other
The example he gives is of a child playing on the tra

stop in time. The train driver faints on the b he train stops millim
The mother of the child is a religi 4 elieves God has interven
else would just see this as o \at the train driver fainted.

> i i-realist perspective. Miracles are signs to
might i rits in a religious experience as signs, for example.

» Hickta i-realist stance. He believes that miracles recorded in the

s. They are still important because of what they mean to religio
fact that they happened.

Miracles as a violation of a natural law or event:
> Some realist views of miracles will see them as violations of a natural law o
David Hume (see below).

Comparison of the Key locas of David Hume and Maurice

David Hume and his criticisms:

» Hume defines miracles as a ‘transgression of a law of nature by a particular
the law of nature and is done deliberately by God.

» Hume takes a realist position. Religious believers’ claims about seeing a mi

» Hume is an empiricist and so his focus is on evidence. A :witness’s statemen
it must be reliable the more unlikely the claim i _robable that a law
more probable that a witness is lying

» Asa consequence, Hume st a

proportions his belief to the ev

Miracles come from ‘ignorant and barbaric nations’.
Miracles from different religions cancel each other out.

YV VY

Criticisms of Hume’s arguments:

» Hume argues against miracles using induction. His conclusion, based on evi
happen. With inductive arguments, the conclusion is not 100% certain. Iti
happen.

»  Hume’s criticism that witnesses are uneducated is weak. Plenty of educate

» Hume’s criticism that people are gullible and believe people too easily is we
who are not so gullible who believe those who witness a miracle.

»  Hume’'s criticism of ‘ignorant and barbaric nations’ (he w3s referring to Spai
incorrect.

»  Hume’s criticism that miracles from diff

I s'cancel each other ou
cle levitate and a Protestant m

should be interpreted as symbolic.
»  Wiles believes the only miracle that has ever happened is the miracle of cre

perfect, it says so in Genesis 1 after every stage of creation. This means no
» God created the natural laws so why would he break them?

Revision Summaries for A Level Year 2 AQA: Component 1A Page 13 of 29
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»  If God did perform miracles, why doesn’t he perform them when they are r
God could have performed a miracle with the Holocaust.

» The miracles God is supposed to have performed were insignificant. For ex
water into wine at the marriage at Cana (John 2)? A God who does this is n

The Significance of These Views for Religion
»  Realists who claim that miracles happen believe
consequence:
o They can strengthen faith.
o They demonstrate th

cles to be actual

Anti-realist views can reinforce personal belief. in Holland’s example, it de
omnibenevolence.

»  Wiles’ view of miracles means God cannot be held responsible for not perf
necessary.

Key Texts/Scholars

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274):

Aquinas was a very famous theologian and Dominican monk based in France. He
philosopher Aristotle and adapted his work to Christianity. Aquinas presents five
God must exist. The first three arguments are versions of the cosmological argum
argument from degree and his fifth way is a version of the design argument. He w
religious language, how to write about or know God and ypes of miracle th

Exodus:
Exodus is the second book in !
followers of God and th=2

ent and Bible. It describes the eme

aspect of the truth), his replica theory and his arguments that claim that religiou
pluralist who believes that all religions are aspects of the one truth. He also tak
towards miracles. You will have come across him in Year 1.

R F Hollano (1923-2013):
Holland was a follower of Wittgenstein and the idea that truth is dependent on
you belong to. Holland believed that miracles are to be regarded as contingent

Davio Hume (1711-1776):
Hume is a philosopher who appears in many topics in Philosnzhy of Religion. Hu
Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding. Hume t and empiricist
(Hume's fork). He argues that you cannot cnn ‘ priori with the syntheti
different ways of gaining knowledge lates to the analytic only, things
telling us about what is in | ssary truths — truths that are truein a
nature. 1+1=2.i h and is worked out through reasoning alone
are the synthetic, a posteriori and contingent, truths

experience &

John:
This is the Gospel of John. Itis one of four gospels that form the first part of the

of the Bible). The gospels talk about the life and teachings of Jesus.
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Paul Tillich (1886-1965):

Tillich was a Christian theologian famous for viewing religious language as sym
ethics as a normative ethical approach (see the Ethics section of your course).
symbolic.

Maurice Wiles (1923-2005):

Wiles was an Anglican priest who famously argued th=

Year 1 Refreshers

Is experiences. Although miracles may appear to
re Jot.” From a realist perspective, miracles are not religious
' something that actually happens in the world. Religious ex

In Year 1, you gtud

mental events. From an anti-realist perspective, miracles differ from religious
interpretations of events in the world. Some of the criticisms against religious
used against miracles. For example, you could still argue that miracles are diffi
anti-realist perspective or that miracles from a realist perspective are illusions,

Student Checklist

What Do | Know? Noldea | Some Good
. ® | 1dea © | 1dea @

What is the realist understanding of
miracles?

Give an example of someone who takes the
realist position towards miracles.

What is the anti-realist
miracles?

S9of someone who takes the
anti-realist position towards miracles.

How does Hume define miracles?

What are Hume’s criticisms of miracles?

What is the significance of Hume’s view for
religious belief?

How does Wiles view miracles?

What are Wiles’ points about the occurrence
of miracles?

What is the significance ¢
religious beli

(=3 '
Whatis th 11 icance of miracles for
i

religion fror™a realist perspective?

What is the significance of miracles for
religion from an anti-realist perspective?
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Exam-style Question

A. Examine one realist and one anti-realist view on miracles. (10 marks

HINTS

e  This question is festing your knowledge and unde
recognised by the term ‘examine’.

nding (assessmen

|

wer in one of the follo

e The examiners will be looking to ploce

Marks

band What type of answ

“An answer that is completely correct, relevant and p!
critical analysis and different views are referred to
good examples and references to texts. The answ
terminology consistently and throughout.

An answer that is predominantly correct, relevant a
analysis. There are lots of examples and referenc
made. Diverse views are acknowledged. The ans
terminology is used correctly.

An answer that has a lot that is correct, relevant an
examples and references to texts to illustrate the p
critical analysis and some knowledge of diverse vi
and specialist terminology is used correctly.

A limited answer which shows some knowledge and
reference to alternative positions but there are ver
to texts to illustrate points made. The answer is rel
analysis. Some specialist terminology is used.

The answer shows some basi wledge and unders
are relevant or accu

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

e Inthe second paragraph you could examine Hume’s approach to mir
arguments in full to demonstrate detailed understanding. In order to
you explain that he is an empiricist and what this means when looking

® In the third paragraph you could examine Wiles’ views on miracles.
Explaining why he takes this position shows critical analysis. Alternative
realist view of R.F. Holland. The question doesn’t specify that you m
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B. ‘David Hume’s definition of miracles is useful.” Evaluate this clai

HINTS

e This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘evaluate’. It usually
commas.

e The examiners will be looking to place your an

Marks

band Level

r is well-reasoned with detailed analysis
_gouod examples, evidence or textual references inc
and insightful discussion. There is critical analysis a
consistently and throughout.
Different sides to the argument are presented with
based on the points made. There are examples, evi
included to illustrate the points made. The answer
critical analysis. Specialist terminology is used cor
Different sides to the argument are considered wit
3 7-9 textual references. The answer has a lot that is co
mainly clear and specialist ferminology is used cor
A limited answer that is one-sided. There are exam
2 4-6 references to support the point and the point is ma
clear and uses some specialist terminology.
There is an answer to the question, but this is one-s
inaccurate or irrelevant and specialist terminology
0 0 Nothing worthy of credit.

4 10-12

1 1-3

view is useful. It is usually how pe
events in the world.

In the second p

Hume’s argument is inductive, which means that miracies are still a possi
slim. This makes it useful for religious believers.

e In your conclusion, state whether you think Hume’s definition is useful.
drawing on the points you have already explained in detail in the m

] Activity: Now have a riting your own responses e gues
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Self, Death and the After

viourism:

isembodiment:

ual-aspect theory:

empiricist:

This is a monist position that claims th

example, when | am in pain al

In relation to this topic, it is the view

from the body.

Empiricism is the theory that claims tF

gained throug erience. An empi

i siti

n i

1alism.

-body identity theory:

sm.

death experien~

to life again after a few minutes. Peo

the it 1at ms tha

problem, a materialist will argue that

¢laim, or the mind, as id

e are experiences that people ha

having out-of-body experiences, goin

tunnel, seeing loved ones or religious

an life itsel

is nd that ar

es

ese are the ns 1

person has. Theitchiness of anitchis

physicalist and materialist will find it diffi

something or

. idea that Christ will return to

ibed in the gospels but also in the

Parousia.

This is the ability to feel and have subj

This is Plato’s idea of a perfect realm t

ueprin every idea w e

g. in world are i

rl W

e
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Overview
- This final topic examines theories about the mind and whether

it is separate, it could survive the death of the body. Alternatively, the mind m
the body dies, so does the mind. A materialist position usually, but not always,
separate from the body and life after death. It could be that the body and so
or resurrected. Some religions, such as Hinduism and Sikhism, also believe the
body, is reincarnated. There is some evidence for life after death in the form
although some believe that these have a scientifi ! rather than bein

Key Points

Existence of the Soul

»  Plato was one of the first in Western philosophy to write about the soul fro

» A person’s soul originates from the World of Forms where (s)he experience

» Thesoulis incarnated into a body. The soul recognises things because (s)h
things in the World of Forms. Through life a soul recollects knowledge gain

» Plato also believed the soul had three parts: the rational, the part that has
The rational part is the mind that thinks and analyses. The appetitive part i
spirited part is responsible for our anger.

»  Plato’s dualism is compatible with most Christian thinking. An example fro
‘And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fe
and body in hell.’

»  Plato’s World of Forms is unverifiable.

Descartes:
» Descartes was a famous dualistwho b

is also known as Cartesian dualisz
» Descartes’ views are c
body. Thiscan ko

‘ e'mind is a separate su
Descartes.
‘ most other Christian views in the beli
¢ by quotes from the Bible. For example, Matt
" annot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy
wved his own existence by showing that something is thinking,
This is his famous cogito argument: ‘I think, therefore, | am’.

Descartes’ indivisibility argument:

» Descartes exists as a thinking thing and that is essential to him being him.

» Descartes argued that the mind, the thinking thing, has different propertie
immaterial, it is essential to him and it is indivisible. The body is material, n
survive without his body when he dies) and is divisible.

» The mind is, therefore, different from the body. According to Leibniz’ Law
two things that have the same properties must be the same thing (Leibniz |
principle can be applied here). The mind does not have the same propertie
the body.

Descartes” argument from doubt:

» Descartes also doubted the existenn
might not even have a b

» Hecannot doubt h teproved he is his mind in his cogito argument

» Thefayl subt his body but not his mind means they cannot be
onwh 29iz later formulated as a law (Leibniz’ Law of Indiscernibility of

»  This means that the mind is separate from the body.

. He could be dreaming th
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Descartes’ argument from clear and distinct ideas:

»  Another argument Descartes put forward involves God.

» Descartes argued that he can clearly and distinctly think of mind being sep
he has thought it through carefully using his reasoning. He has reasoned th
space because it is immaterial and a thinking thing, whereas the body occu

» God would not deceive him about these clear and distinct ideas. God is no
benevolent, and deceivers are not benevolent. |

» It must be the case that the mind is separ: ody.

Problems:

»  With the argument from clear and distinct ideas, just because you can conc
does not mean it is. Again, you might think that Clark Kent is not Superma

Monist thoughts on the existence of the soul or mind:

Atheists tend to be materialists.

Materialists and physicalists are monists and believe that there is no soul o

Behaviourists believe that the mind is just behaviour.

Identity theorists believe the mind is just neurons firing in the brain (brain

Functionalists believe that the mind is what the brain does. The mind func

output in the brain.

» John Hick was a Christian but also a soft materialist. He believed that whe
A person is recreated in the afterlife.

YV YVYVYVY

Aristotle:
» Some regard Aristotle as a monis
When the body dies so

» Aristotle was an »:
> Thesc \
> Aristot W ed there was a hierarchy of abilities to living things WhICh h

of a human being is its reasoning ability. Humans also have sentience, like
unique to humans, reasoning is. Animals are different from plants in that p
»  Aristotle’s views are incompatible with most Christian views.

The Body and Sowul Relationship

»  Plato was a dualist and a precursor of Descartes. He believed that the soul
changes and is corrupt. When the body dies, the soul returns to the World
reincarnated.

» Descartes was also a dualist. He believed the mind or soul could live witho
radical dualism. He believed that the soul lived on after the death of the b

»  The problem with Cartesian dualism is how an immateri }}mind interacts wi

Materialist theories such as behaviourism, mind—body identity theory and

problem of interaction because they do not define the mind as an immater

»  The problem with materialist theories is that they cannot account for quali
non-representational elements of experience that cannot be explained by
qualia is known as the hard problem of consciousness.
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The Possibility of Continuing Personal Existence after Death

Personal identity:

» Key to the idea of continuation after death is what it is that continues. Thi
identity comes in.

» Some consider personal identity to be just their physical attributes. These

» Some consider personal identity to be tied to their consciousness and self-

»  Some consider personal identity to be a psycholo¢! ectedness betw
in the past and will experience in the futu: e tied to genetics.

Continued personal existenc .

»  Plato believed i | on of the soul after death. The soul is etern

. mselves who continues, either on to the World of

» HHPri! es that the person as a disembodied soul survives death. Th
desires arid memories that were experienced when they were alive. He de
parapsychology, the study of psychic phenomena.

» Richard Swinburne, dualist, argues that it is our mental states that survive

what make up the soul that survives death.

Problems with these views:
»  These beliefs in continued personal existence are reliant on dualism and so
faces, such as the mind being unverifiable and the problem of interaction.
»  Price’s view relies on parapsychology, which a lot of people dispute. It also
happen with people who had lost their memories.

No continued existence:

»  The view that there is no continued existence after dea
that a person is their body.

» Examples of physicalist and materialis , those of David Hume
that there is no self or soul. ‘wundle of perceptions. This mea

that of physica

Problems with these views:

»  Life after death is unverifiable in this life but it should not be ruled out.

» There is some evidence in the form of near-death experiences. These are e
(even children who have not heard about them) from all cultures have.

Hick’s idea of continued physical existence after death:

» Hick argued that it is plausible to have a continued existence after death in
that personal identity refers to the physical and psychological attributes of

»  Hick presents this in his replica theory. This is the idea that a person (as a

death as a replica of what they were on Earth. He uses the example of Joh

suddenly disappears or dies but a replica of him appear f”n India. This repli

has a replica in a completely different wo: he afterlife). This to
i s about reincarnation.

>
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Other views of continued physical existence after death:

»  Christians believe that Christ was resurrected. This is recorded in the gospe
resurrection is physical. This would be those who take a literalist interpreta
that the resurrection is more spiritual (liberalist interpretations).

»  Many Christians believe in the idea of the resurrection of the dead during t
the dead will be resurrected from their graves in order to;be judged for the

Problem with these views:
» There is no physical evidence that t 1a, . It goes against scientifi

Other views on cont'

body.
»  Derek Parfit argues that a person as a psychological unit continues after de
bundle of continuously changing states. This differs from Hume and Ayer’s
nothing survives death. Parfit’s view allows for there to be a continued exis

Key Texts/Scholars

Aristotle (384-322 BCE):

Aristotle was an ancient Greek philosopher and pupil of Plato. He disagreed wit
Forms. He is considered to be one of the first empiricists by <ome scholars. He
that have influenced Western philosophy as much as have. One of

Ayer was a logg

. 9
o
)

say is that perception is going on, not that there is an entity (soul or mind) linke

Rene Descartes (1596-1650):
Descartes is a famous French rationalist philosopher who is considered to be the
philosophy. One of his most famous works is Meditations in First Philosophy. H
his own version of the ontological argument to prove God exists in his Meditatio
term Cartesian dualism (the idea that the mind and the body are separate subst

Anthony Flew (1923-2010):
Flew was a British philosopher and atheist. Apart from argumg that God could h
will, he also argued that you should assume God doe
argued that religion cannot be falsified (disprove _ued this usmg John

come across v eories in other topics in Philosophy of Religion.
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Davio Hume (1711-1776):

You will have come across Hume in Year 1 and in the topic of miracles. Hume w
He was also an atheist but did not make this a public declaration due to the time
believe in the existence of a soul as this cannot be proven empirically. He argue
perceptions.

Gottfricd Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716):
Leibniz was a German philosopher and rationz
theory as a proposed explanation fo

ato and Descartes. Leib
' “indand body relate to one anot
le world that God could have create

Malebranch¥g ) French priest and philosopher. He tried to solve the proble
dualism faces by proposing occasionalism.

Matthew:

This is the Gospel of Matthew. It is one of four gospels that form the first part o
part of the Bible). The gospels talk about the life and teachings of Jesus.

Derck Parfit (1942-2017):

Parfit was a British philosopher who wrote about personal identity and life after
cannot be reduced to their brains and bodies, they are more than this. They are
This is what survives after death.

Plato (c.428-348 BCE):
Plato was an ancient Greek philosopher who shap
and rationalist. He is famous for arguing in fay
Socrates and what we know of Soc

stence of a World of
: to thank Plato for. Plato taugh

osopher who wrote about parapsychology and the contin
death. He b d that it is psychic ether that continues to exist after the body
observe during seances. Price also talks about the difference between ‘believin
have to have ‘belief in’ before you have ‘belief that’.

Richardo Swinburne (1934-):
Swinburne is a contemporary British philosopher of religion. He is a religious be
you have studied his principles of credulity and testimony as well as his addition

Year 1 Refresher

Near-death experiences, which are used as evidence for life after death, are con
religious experience. They face the same problems as rel s experiences do i
also looked at philosophers who have featured i s of the course, such
Swinburne. You can usually work out whz* ¢ : ‘to the mind or soul a
theories on other aspects in phi fgi“én. Empiricists are likely to be a
evidence for life after dezt ck is not an atheist and believes there
existence aft g

joi
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know? No Idea Some Go
' ® | idea ® | Idea

What is Plato’s view on the nature and
existence of the soul?

What is Aristotle’s view on the nature
existence of the soul?

What is Descartes’ vi
existence g

of a mind separate from the body.

Give some other views on the nature and
existence of the soul.

Explain about those who do not believe in the
soul.

Explain the problems with these various views
on the nature and existence of the soul.

What are the different ideas on the relationship
between the body and the soul from dualism?

What are the problems with the dualist ideas

on the relationship between the body and the
soul?

What would the different monist views argue
about the relationship between the bod
the soul?

What are the probf_

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

personal identity?

What are the views of those who believe in
continued personal existence?

What are the problems with these views on
continued personal existence?

What are the views of those who do not believe
in a continued existence after death?

What are the problems with these views that
claim there is no continued existence after
death?

What is Hick’s view on continued physical
existence?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

What are the problems with Hick’s
continued physical existe

What are theganri ‘ un continued

ig
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What are 1% blems with Christian views on
continued physical existence after death?

What other views are there on continued
existence after death?
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Exam-style Question

A. Examine how personal existence could continue after death. (10 mar}

e  This question is festing your knowledge and unde
recognised by the term ‘examine’.

e The examiners will be looking to ploce

nding (assessmen

|

wer in one of the follo

Marks
band Level e What type of answ

“An answer that is completely correct, relevant and p!
critical analysis and different views are referred to
good examples and references to texts. The answ
terminology consistently and throughout.

An answer that is predominantly correct, relevant a
analysis. There are lots of examples and referenc

4 78 made. Diverse views are acknowledged. The ans
terminology is used correctly.
An answer that has a lot that is correct, relevant an
3 5-6 examples and references to texts to illustrate the p

critical analysis and some knowledge of diverse vi
and specialist terminology is used correctly.

A limited answer which shows some knowledge and
2 3-4 reference to alternative positions but there are ver
to texts to illustrate points made. The answer is rel
analysis. Some specialist terminology is used.

The answer shows some basi wledge and unders
are relevant or accu so1 e reference to al
f or underdeveloped

of credit.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

views to discuss for this question and the more you inc|

In"the first paragraph it would be good to explain what it is that cont
Here you can explain what is meant by personal identity.

e In the next paragraph, you could explain the views of Plato, Descarte
take a dualist position, and argue that the soul is what continues after

®  You also need a paragraph about Hick’s idea of continued physical e

e You could also include Christian views of continued physical existence
the Bible to support these views.

®  You could also explain Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist views on continued e
include the views of Parfit.

e Avoid just listing all these theories. You must go into detail. The more ¢
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B. ‘Thereis no life beyond the death of the body.” Evaluate this clai

HINTS

e This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘evaluate’. It usually
commas.

e The examiners will be looking to place your an

Marks

band Level

r is well-reasoned with detailed analysis
_gouod examples, evidence or textual references inc
and insightful discussion. There is critical analysis a
consistently and throughout.
Different sides to the argument are presented with
based on the points made. There are examples, evi
included to illustrate the points made. The answer
critical analysis. Specialist terminology is used cor
Different sides to the argument are considered wit
3 7-9 textual references. The answer has a lot that is co
mainly clear and specialist ferminology is used cor
A limited answer that is one-sided. There are exam
2 4-6 references to support the point and the point is ma
clear and uses some specialist terminology.
There is an answer to the question, but this is one-s
inaccurate or irrelevant and specialist terminology
0 0 Nothing worthy of credit.

4 10-12

1 1-3

e You could start your answer by explaininn ¢
atheists and empiricists. You nee

e  You need fo discuss the vizau
Plato, Descartes, Hi
them cred :

who believe there is life after

i various religious traditions. Remember

want to refer to near-death experiences as

. '1{ et o on to criticise one or more of these views that you
1 lems and whether these are valid.

r conclusion, make sure you state whether there is life beyond d

or more of the points you raised in the main body of your answer.
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True/False Quiz

1. Cognitivism views language as factual.

2. Logical positivism is concerned with non-cognitivism

3. Ayer was a logical positivist.

4. Logical positivism is conc

5. Flew putfar at religious believers have bliks.

6. Hare! réligious language cannot be falsified but it is still meani

7. Hick believed that religious language could be verified.

8. Hick used the parable of the gardener to prove his point.

9. Wittgenstein believed that science and religion play the same language ga

10. Wittgenstein took a non-cognitive approach.

11. Aquinas believed religious language is equivocal.

12. Aquinas identified two types of analogy used in describing God: analogy o
proportion and analogy of attribution.

13. The Via Negativa is kataphatic.

14. Tillich took a cognitive stance on religious language.

15. Hume was a realist in his views on miracles.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20. Plato was a monist.

21. Aristotle did not believe a soul can survive the death of the body.

22. Descartes argued that the mind is separate from the body because the mi
indivisible.

23. Behaviourism is a monist approach to the mind and body.

24. Leibniz was a Cartesian dualist.

25. Hume believed in the soul.

26. Hick was a materialist who still believed that there ic fterlife.

27. Price believed in disembodied souls ba ch |§: parapsychology.

28. Swinburne is a materiali

29.
30.

ot religious experiences.
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Answers to True/False Quiz

A WN PR

© N,

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

True.

False.

True.

False.

False.

True.
True.

False.

False.

True.

False.

True.

False.
False.

True.

False.
False.

True.

False.
False.

True.

False.

True.

False.
False.

True.
True.

False.
False.

False.

Logical positivism is concerned with cognitivism, as language expres
Logical positivism is concerned with verification. Ealsification came

method.
Hare put forward the id

genstein believed that science and religion play different langu
understand the same word differently.

Aquinas believed religious language is not equivocal or univocal but
attribution instead.

The Via Negativa is apophatic.
Tillich believed religious language is symbolic and so took a non-cog
language.

Miracles are supposed to be real events in the world.
Hume defined miracles as events that violate natural laws caused b
This is worded incorrectly. Hume argued that miracles are taken as
are gullible.

Wiles was an anti-realist, but he ¢
Plato was a dualist.

ehaviourism believes the mind is just behaviour.
Leibniz was a dual-aspect monist.
Hume believed a person was just a bundle of perceptions that do n

Swinburne is a dualist.
Near-death experiences are a type of religious experience. They ar
there is life after death.

Buddhists do not believe in the existence of a soul that reincarnate
soul. Instead they talk about rebirth, not reincarnation, of karmic f

i
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