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Teacher’s Introduction

These revision summaries are designed to provide students with a detailed

overview of everything they need to know for their AS / A Level Year 1 Always check the exam board
exam. It follows the AQA Religious Studies specification for Section A of website for new information,
Component 1, which focuses on Philosophy of Religion only. This resource including changes to the
covers the first four topics of the specification, which are usually taught in specification and sample

the first year of the A Level programme. The remaining three topics are assessment material.

covered in the Year 2 resource.

This resource is designed to help students of all abilities. It provides a clear and concise account of what to revise.
The best way to use these overviews is by providing students with a copy of a particular topic once it has been
taught in class. Itis also possible to give the entire pack to the students before they start their final revision for
the exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

e  Glossary: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

e  Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of discussion
and disagreement.

e  Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic, they are a clear and concise set of notes that
help students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic.

e  Key Texts/Scholars: A set of notes around any important philosopher and their works students may require
background information and understanding of.

e Year 2 Advanced Considerations: A brief look at how students may incorporate Year 2 knowledge and
understanding into Year 1 topics, and vice versa.

e  Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary and a
way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

! Note: The checklist is presented in question format and these questions would be ideal to set for
homework or revision so that students can build the skills they need in order to progress to longer
exam-style questions.

e  Exam-style Questions: Practice essay questions consisting of part a and part b with helpful assessment
objectives, complete with levelled mark schemes and indicative content at the end of each topic. There will
be comments on what is expected for both AS and A Level. These are useful for students approaching their
end-of-year exams or wishing to improve their essay technique on a particular topic.

At the end of the resource there is a true or false quiz which students can do as a quick test of their knowledge
and understanding of the entire material.

This structure clearly ensures students have not only a grasp of the key themes of each topic, but also a way to
understand their place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries, especially in helping their recollection of key
topics closer to their final exams.

June 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Arguments for the Existence

@l L0

This is where something is compared to something else

familiar with.

This refers to statement

subject of th

.nent. Asubjectinasta

s are insects with eight leg

1is means to give human form to someon

ancient Greek anthropo (human) and morph

This literally means after experience. Itret

eda ug ng observed somethi

ear e lence

n

g o me

evidence that sup exam

have evidence in the form of having seen

case from a reliable source.

Big Bang theory:

assical theism:

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

imnnipotent, omniscient and omnibenevol

This refers to beings that have a beginning

Q)
8 |

existence,

efinition) and then app ! COPYRIGHT

onclusions to such argum u
are based on reasoning and do not involve PROTECTED
conclusion. For example:

All spiders have eight lec

This insect has

ig

pirical: to be based on observations ga

his refers to a type of argument that make
something has the same characteristics as
a house is made of wood: therefore, the w

Qg
Education
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ervation or observation m
e mo
nclusio an absolute certainty, it
experienced. Inductive arguments are bas

Uncle Sam is 60 and he has whi
Uncle Tomis 62 and he
All men of 60 and

onotheism:

essary bping:

into existence or goes out of existence.

This refers to what exists. You may, for ex
fairies or UFOs. The ontological argument
a e

experience. Asubje e sw
is on the table. ltisnot pa the definit
synthetic statement has told us something

eological: This word is derived from t
theory or approach f

xamines one deductive argument (the ontological arg
argument and the cosmological argument) for the existen
oof that God exists and have been presented by famous philo
the ages. Each argument concludes that God exists. The ontological argument co
that is how he is defined. As a deductive argument, its fault will lie in the premis
concludes that God exists as a necessary being. The design argument concludes
of the universe. The issues with these two inductive arguments will be with their c

Key Points

The Design Argument

The argument:

» The design argument is an inductive argument, based
designed. Itis an empirical argument rather th :

»  Characteristics of things in the world wkic ; esigned include them
and planning, the parts fitting 1 oniously and intelligence behin
the example of a watc a7, hese characteristics.
Things in taz n 3 d the designed object are compared, making

% re similar means the world and the things in the world co

The corXgs; is made about the world: the world also has the same chara

to a greater degree.

The world must also be designed but by a designer of greater degree.

The designer of the world is God.

The design argument concludes that God exists as a designer.

posteriori evide

v VYV
—
>
]

o'

Y V VY
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Criticisms:

»  David Hume’s criticisms of the design argument attack the analogy made b
the world. 1. Itis better to compare the world to something organic rath
effects do not mean similar causes. Just because the world has characteri
doesn’t mean it is designed (cause).

» Hume considers the lack of experience with worlds being designed. We d
being designed. | };

» Hume also criticises the assumption made th i grier is the God of
gods or an apprentice god.

»  Assuming God did design t

» Hume also argued *Ht

» Hume g

_cdnnot tell from the designed object
n argument is anthropomorphic; it likens
rld came about as atoms slowly arranged themse

Further weak®esses:
» Darwin demonstrated that there is no order or purpose in the world. Orga
existence by chance through the process of evolution by natural selection.

Strengths:

»  Richard Swinburne argued that the existence of a God who designed the w
agreed that evolutionary theory could explain the existence of different sp
works, through natural laws, needs an explanation. God designed a world

Status of argument as proof:

» Itis an inductive argument and the conclusions to inductive arguments do
are predictions. The more evidence there is, the stronger the conclusion,
there is no evidence.

»  Most of the time we use inductive reasoning an

>
> There
» Paleyad

good design.

The relationship between faith and reason:
» The design argument is a reasoned argument, through induction, and s
» The design argument uses inductive reasoning (that will result in belief
in). There is the assumption that reason can support faith claims.

The Ontological Argument

The argument:

» The ontological argument is a deductive argument based on a priori reaso
reasoning rather than empirical observations.

» It starts with a universal premise which defines

»  The ontological argument concludes that God, defined as the greatest con
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Criticisms:

»  Criticisms of the ontological argument focus on the logic of the argument.
be applied to anything defined as perfect. He gives the example of a perfe
the perfect island would have to exist. No such island can actually exist. T
can add to improve it.

» Immanuel Kant argues that existence is not a perfection or a property of an
cannot add existence on to a list of properties of thi ich as blue eyes, |

» Kant used the example of thalers to illustr em. Imagining 100
existing does not add to the number . alers existing is 100 tha

moved from being in the - agined things to existing things.

for exan¥re.
» The ontological argument assumes that God is the greatest conceivable bei
that you cannot describe God.

Strengths:

» Itis true that most religious believers from most monotheistic traditions w
the greatest conceivable being.

» The ontological argument does not rely on any empirical observations whic

» Anselm did have a response to Gaunilo’s criticism when you read further in
God is different from contingent things. God is necessary because he is the
being the greatest conceivable being means he is necessary as this is more
Everything else, apart from God, is contingent and so cannot be perfect.

Status of the argument as proof:

»  As a piece of logic, the argument work

»  Deductive arguments do not pre
through empirical obs

»  Anselm, being the Archbishop of Canterbury, would not have questioned t
argument is not proof of God’s existence as he did not need proof.

» Onthe other hand, Anselm does present the argument as a response to ‘th
suggests that he is defending his faith through rational means.

The value of this argument for religious faith:

» The ontological argument works for those who already believe God to be t
This is the view of most Christians.

»  Most religious believers will prefer inductive arguments to prove God exist
Evidence is what you can actually see as opposed to what you can think ab

i

The relationship between reason and faith:
» The ontological argument uses deductive.
that reason and faith are compatihl.

ne to support faith

universe (cosmos) being caused by something else. It is an empirical argum
logic and reasoning.
» Thomas Aquinas had five ways; the first three ways were different versions
(You need to know the third way.)
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Y

The third way: everything in the universe has a beginning and an end. This
world is contingent.

»  If things in the world came into existence, there must have been a time when
»  This was a time when nothing contingent existed.

» Nothing comes from nothing.

»  So, there must have been something that has always exmted to bring othe
»  That being is necessary and is God. }

»  The third cosmological argument of Aqui e existence of Go
Criticisms:

gument focus on the use of the word nece

‘ e argue that necessary is a concept only applica

living E! 1 the world.

: ume also argue that the cosmological argument makes a falla
that, just because parts in the universe are caused, the whole universe is c
human individuals having mothers and jumping to the conclusion that the

» Hume argues that we have no experience of universes being caused. We ¢
universe are caused.

» Hume argued that the universe itself might be necessary.

»  Russell believes the world ‘just is’. It does not need an explanation for its

> Cr|t|C|sms of thec

Further weaknesses:
»  Why can nothing come from nothing? The universe could just have appea
» Why is God the necessary being? Matter-energy could be the necessary in
energy has always existed and will never go out of existence, it just change
law of thermodynamics).

Strengths:

» Inresponse to the claim that th
instances when the
the second fioo.

Claiming that the universe ‘just is’, as Russell did, is not an argument. It do
‘it justis’.

» God is metaphysically necessary, not logically necessary. This means God
necessarily the physical world.

Status of the argument as proof:

»  The cosmological argument is an inductive argument and inductive argume

» Those who believe that the universe does not need an explanation and th
convinced by the cosmological argument.

The value of this argument for religious faith:
» The universe being started by a necessary.b ] ausible as the u
»  There is scriptural support: the Bi
world and all its eiemen’cc

1 caused the Big Bang to happen.

The relationship between reason and faith:

» The cosmological argument is a reasoned argument, through induction, an

» The cosmological argument uses inductive reasoning (that will result in be
(belief in). There is the assumption that reason can support faith claims.
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Key Texts/Scholars

Ansclm of Canterbury (c.1033-1109):

Anselm was Archbishop of Canterbury and defended the existence of God in his w
to argue that ‘the fool’ from Psalm 14 and 53 in the Bible is making a mistake in log
The idea of God is of a supremely perfect being and that means he must possess ex
When the fool says God does not exist, this is a contradi h is why the foo

1 idominican monk based in France. H
work to Christianity. Aguinas presents fiv
€e arguments are versions of the cosmological argu
way is his argument from degree and his fifth way is a ver

third way.

Davio Hume (1711-1776):

Hume presents a version of the design argument in order to then present his crit
Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Hume was an atheist. Hume is also know
argues that you cannot combine the a priori with the synthetic. They belongto t
gaining knowledge. A priori relates to the analytic only, things you reason about
what is in the world. Necessary truths —truths that are true in all possible worlds
is a necessary truth and is worked out through reasoning alone, according to Hu
fork are the synthetic, a posteriori and contingent truths. These relate to the wo
Hume does not believe God can be necessary or that a priori arguments can prov

Gaunilo of Marmoutiers (994-1083):
Gaunilo was a Benedictine monk in France and a contemporary of Anselm. Heis
ontological argument. Gaunilo favoured empirical argu for proving God e
arguments.

Genesis:
This is the book at the
God brought thauw

sithe Bible. It is the first book of the Old
nce. Itis the best text to reference in support

hmmanuer Rant (1724-1804):
Kant is an important philosopher who argued that you can combine a priori with
when we are born with things, like concepts of time and space, and they help us
respect to his criticism of the ontological argument, Kant did not believe this wo
existence is a perfection is false. If the premise is false in a deductive argument,
Kant believed that the moral argument for the existence of God is the only valid

William Paley (1743-1805):
Paley presented his design argument in his book Natural Theology. Paley starts
walking on the heath and coming across a stone. Nobody would question why t
question why a watch was there because it shows clear signs of being designed.
the world, such as a human eye. They show the same ch=>

designed by God. Paley’s design argument wasn reament, but it is th

Bertrand Russell (1872-197
Lord Russell was a famous lar and sided with a movement know
positivists argia gs that can be verified are worth considering. Thi
in a later th Q% . Russell was an atheist and agreed with a lot of what
that the a pi\g d the synthetic are unrelated.

Richaro Swinburne (1934-):

Swinburne is a contemporary British philosopher of religion. He has added to th
including evolutionary theory, and he also believes that the argument from relig
that should be taken into consideration when proving religious beliefs.
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Year 2 Aovanced Considerations

In Year 2, you will look at the nature of religious language. One of the issues wi
describes beings (such as God) that do not exist in this world. Arguments for th
issue by giving evidence and rational arguments for why God does exist. These
religious scholars try to verify God's existence. They rely on e‘i‘;cher evidence in t
appearing designed, evidence of all things in the world h aused and being
perfect things must exist. These arguments, he
world we can see and meaningfully talk -

No Idea Som
What Do | Know?
® Idea

What kind of argument is the design argument?

What are the steps to Paley’s design argument?

What are the criticisms of the design argument
presented by Hume?

What are the strengths of the design argument?

What are the weaknesses of the design argument?
What is the status of the design argument as proof?
What is the value of the design argument for religious
belief?

What is the relationship between reason and faith in the
design argument?

What kind of argument is the ontological
What are the steps to Anselm’s v

presented \§

What are the strengths of the ontological argument?

What are the weaknesses of the ontological argument?

What is the status of the ontological argument as proof?

What is the value of the ontological argument for

religious belief?

What is the relationship between reason and faith in the

ontological argument?

What kind of argument is Aquinas’ third way?

What are the steps to Aquinas’ third version of the

cosmological argument?

What are the criticisms of the cosmological argument

presented by Hume? ’

What are the criticisms of the cosmologi

presented by Russell?

What are the strength ogical argument?

e cosmological argument?
What is th\ 5N he cosmological argument as

proof? "

What is the value of the cosmological argument for

religious belief?

What is the relationship between reason and faith in the

cosmological argument?
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Exam-style Questions

AS

A. Explain how Anselm proves the existence of God and how Gaunilo r
(15 marks)

HINTS

e This question is testmg yo

and understanding (Assessment

ZHooking to place your answer in one of the follo

What type of answ

An answer that is completely correct, relevant
There is a lot of detail with good examples an

5 13-15 . - .
answer is clear and has used specialist termino
throughout.

An answer that is predominantly correct, relev

4 10-12 | lots of examples and references to texts to illu

answer is clear and specialist terminology is us
An answer that has a lot that is correct, releva
3 7-9 are some examples and references to texts to
The answer is quite clear and specialist termin
A limited answer which shows some knowledge
2 4-6 are very few examples and references to text
The answer is relanveiy cler {r Some specialist
The answer shows < knowledge and

JeiLeveloped. Specialist termino
hy of credit.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

first pgragrqph it is good to write some general points about t
i what type of an argument the ontological argument is and wh
mduc’rwe and deductive arguments mixed up. Make sure you explain
the ontological argument is deductive and what that means demonstra
e In your second paragraph focus on Anselm’s version of the ontological
every step of the argument. This demonstrates development. You can
context by explaining that Anselm presented this argument in response
This is a reference to religious scripture.

®  Your third paragraph explains Gaunilo’s response to Anselm’s ontologi
sure that you explain his criticism thoroughly. It is the logic that Gaunil
example of the perfect island is illustration.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

e  Maoke sure you read the question carefully and answer every part of t
about Gaunilo, you have only answered half the question.

ig

Qg
Education
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B. ‘Gaunilo’s response to Anselm’s ontological argument is stronger th
(15 marks)

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised b | term ‘assess’. It
inverted commas.

The examiners will be looking

swer in one of the follo

What type of an

The answer is well-reasoned with detailed a
13-15 | are good examples, evidence or textual ref
is clear and has used specialist terminology
Different sides to the argument are presented
evaluation based on the points made. Ther
textual references included to illustrate the
clear and specialist terminology is used corre:
Different sides to the argument are conside
evidence or textual references. The answer h
relevant. The answer is mainly clear and sp
correctly.
A limited answer that is one-sided. There are
2 4-6 textual references to support the point and
answer is quite clear and uses some speciali
There is an answer fo the question, but this i
1 1-3 answer is inaccurate or irrglevant and speci
mentioned.
Nothing

4 10-12

0

N5 . . .
diverent to an island. God has necessary existence whereas an islan

that Anselm makes in a later chapter of his Proslogion.
In the third paragraph it is good to look at why Kant’s argument migh
fact that existence is not a property or perfection. This makes sense. K
respond to, which makes it stronger than Gaunilo’s.

You must have a conclusion where you provide a final answer to the
that Kant’s criticism is stronger than Gaunilo’s. You then explain brief
to respond to and it is true that existence is not a property of something
have any new argument in it.

Alternatively, you might think that Gaunilo’s argument is stronger bec
argument. Defining things as perfect, doesn’t bring them into existenc
state in your conclusion.
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A Level

C. Examine how Anselm proves the existence of God and how Gaunilo
(10 marks)

HINTS

e  This question is festing your knowiedge a
recognised by the term ‘exami
question word ‘explain’ w

!d get at AS. At A level the AO

ing to place your answer in one of the follo

What type of answi

An answer that is completely correct, relevant an
critical analysis and different views are referred
good examples and references to texts. The ans
specialist terminology consistently and throughou
An answer that is predominantly correct, relevan
critical analysis. There are lots of examples and
the points made. Diverse views are acknowledg
specialist terminology is used correctly.

An answer that has a lot that is correct, relevant
some examples and references to texts to illustrate
some critical analysis and some knowledge of di
clear and specialist terminology is used correctly
A limited answer which shows some knowledge a
reference to alternative
references to text '

5 9-10

_te points made. The

ows some basic knowledge and un
ant or accurate and with some referenc
ost of the answer is incorrect, unclear or underd
analysis. Specialist terminology is very rarely m
Nothing worthy of credit.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

e In your first paragraph it is good to write some general points about
explain what type of an argument the ontological argument is and why
deduction is. Explaining that the ontological argument is deductive ancd
use of specialist terminology. In order to include critical analysis, you
arguments provide conclusions that are certain if the premises are. T
inductive arguments.

L]

® In your second paragraph focus on Anselm’s version of the ontological ¢
every step of the argument. This demonstrates development. You ca
context by explaining that Anselm presented this argument in respons

This is o reference to religious scripture. You could compare Anselm’s
Descartes. Although it is not in the specificati~ ses demonstrate

top band answer. Descartes’ onfologi tis similar. He def
being’, which means he must. ce to be supremely perfe
God’s nature in the sar ssence of a friangle is fo have

e Your third po ‘ ins Gaunilo’s response to Anselm’s ontolo
il C 1 his crificism thoroughly. It is the logic that Gaun

e perfect islcnd is illustration. In order to include critica

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education

] Moke sure you read the question carefuily and answer every part of
about Gaunilo, you have only answered half the question.
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D. ‘Gaunilo’s response to Anselm’s ontological argument is stronger th
(15 marks)

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by *h: term ‘evaluate’.
inverted commas. ‘

The examiners will be looking

“swer in one of the follo

What type of ans

The answer is well-reasoned with detailed a
are good examples, evidence or textual refe
shows clarity and insightful discussion. There

specialist ferminology is used consistently and
Different sides to the argument are presented

evaluation based on the points made. There a
textual references included to illustrate the poi
and contains some critical analysis. Specialist t
Different sides to the argument are considered
3 7-9 or textual references. The answer has a lof th
answer is mainly clear and specialist terminolo
A limited answer that is one-sided. There ar
2 4-6 textual references to support the point and t
answer is quite clear and uses some specialis
There is an answer to the question but this is on
inaccurate or irrelevant and specialist terminol
Nothing worthy of rre

4 10-12

1 1-3
0

-ach paragraph:

+ further depth, that Gaunilo preferred the empirical
y to be more successful in proving the actual existence of

different to an island. God has necessary existence whereas an island
that Anselm makes in a later chapter of his Proslogion. You could add
necessary existence that link to the cosmological argument.

In the third paragraph it is good to look at why Kant’s argument might
fact that existence is not a property or perfection. This makes sense.

respond to, which makes it stronger than Gaunilo’s.

In the next paragraph, you could consider ways in which Kant’s criticis
not argue that existence should be added to the concept of God, just
implies God has to exist.

In the next paragraph, you could then respond to this by stressing that
by defining God as ‘the greatest conceivable being’, this does not me
God was ‘the greatest conceivable being’, he i be necessary.

You must have o conclusion where you p
that Kant's criticism is stronger ol ou then explain briefly
to respond to and it is trug ce is not a property of somethin
have any new a = Fin

t think that Gaunilo’s argument is stronger beca
nwg things as perfect doesn’t bring them into existence

Activ w have a go at writin LUr OWn responses e questi

@ n

ab R using your ow
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The Problem of Evil and Su

L ES

nterfactual hypothesis: John Hick uses this as part of his defence

and suffermg He argues t

stemic distance:

ng. Heargues that huma

e distanced from humans. If we dic

just obey him and not develop our s

development of souls.

.

atological justification: is is a term John Hick uses in his d

it T tim natoio

8 ey die al

a

N i en

creatures he ate an

were omnibenevolent and omnipot

humans and animals to si

e is a natural evil,

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

This is an attribute of God. It describ

This is an attribute of God. It describ

owerful

ese
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Overview
The presence of evil and suffering in the world is one of the bi

existence of God. There is a logical inconsistency in the fact that an omnipotent
evil to occur. There is also evidential proof that an omnipotent and omnibenevo
looking at the sheer amount of evil and suffering that happens. Various theolog
present, have defended the existence of God in fhe face of cvil and suffering.

problem that there is just too much e n the world to justify the
and omnipotent God.

Key Po¥R

Natural ando Moral Evil
» Natural evil is suffering caused by natural events. These acts cause people
would be the suffering of people who lost their loved ones in a tsunami.
» Moral evil is evil caused by deliberate human acts. These acts cause other
someone stealing someone’s identity online.

The Logical and Evidential Problem of Evil

Logical:

» It makes sense logically to question the existence of an omnibenevolent a
presence of evil.

» Theinconsistent triad is a version of the logical problem of evil.
>

(humans and animals). There is
intervene and stop evil th

»  William Wowe gives the example of a fawn trapped in a forest fire. Thereii
An omnipotent and omnibenevolent God would prevent this from happen
probably doesn’t exist.

»  Gregory Paul gives the example of millions of innocent children who suffer
don’t have time to learn from natural and moral evil. An omnipotent and o
this suffering from happening. It does happen and so the God of classical t

Hick’s Vale of Soul-making, Its Strengths and Weaknesses

Hick’s theodicy:

»  One theodicy that defends the existence of the God of classical theism is t
presented originally by Irenaeus and defended more recently by John Hick

»  This theodicy argues that the world was made impe God for the pu

Hick adds that we cannot t”he exists because thls would m
epistemtc d;stance fro

YVYV V¥

presence of moral evil.
The presence of evil and suffering in the world gives rise to second-order g
Without evil and suffering, we wouldn’t experience love and compassion.
» God is also forgiving and merciful allowing everyone to develop their souls

possibility of development after life Hick calls eschatological justification.

Y
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Strengths:

» Hick’s theodicy explains why there is natural and moral evil. Natural evil is
and an imperfect world is necessary for humans to be able to perfect them
free will. God gave humans free will so they could develop themselves. W
choices that help you learn and develop your soul.

Weaknesses:
» One weakness with Hick’s soul-making the

develop their souls. Hick would cou, '
»  Eschatological justificati ¢
» It does not seem rig"

ariimals and some h
e idea of eschatologica
i fair. Forgiving someone like Hitl
.2’humans to be sacrificed so that others can
_ 'atmg that we do not know God’s bigger picture.

» The shi ant of suffering cannot be justified by stating that it is all so w
»  An omni®Enevolent God would not use suffering as a means of developme

The Free Will Defence, Its Strengths and Weaknesses

The free will defence:

»  Free will is the central feature in the free will defence which attempts to ex

»  Alvin Plantinga uses the free will defence to argue that an omnipotent and
despite there being evil and suffering.

»  Plantinga agrees that it does seem implausible for an omnipotent and omn
allow evil.

»  Plantinga considers the fact that God could have taken away free will to sto
result of free will.

»  This would mean that humans would be like robots and there would be no
» A world where there is more good than evil because humans have free will
»  God exists as an omnipotent and omnibenevoler: 20 has made hum
the best possible scenario. ¢
Strengths:
» The free wdl def
him fr¢
» It makeR®
Weaknesses:

» A weakness of the free will defence is the fact that God could have made h
is something that Anthony Flew argues. Limited free will would involve ma
Plantinga counters this by stating that this is not proper free will. Itis like h
there are only vanilla and strawberry available.

»  Another weakness is that God could have made humans free, but they nev
that J L Mackie points out. Plantinga would respond by claiming that good

»  The free will defence does not account for why there is natural evil.

Griffin’s Process Theodicy, Its Strengths Aﬂb caknesses
The process theodicy:
» The process theodicy is a theodicy that -l¢ did not create the

evolutionary process. God i nt. Thls is the view of David Gri

» As God is not omni - . powerful enough to stop evil in the wo

humans wiaa a imit evil acts. He is not responsible for moral e
» Godis WNOr d and is restricted by natural laws just as we are. Go
» Godis transcendent but is the soul of the universe. The universe i
> God suffers when we suffer because he is part of this world.
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Strengths:

» The process theodicy explains why there is both natural and moral evil. Th
world has come about through natural processes.

» The process theodicy is compatible with scientific theories about how the u
accepts that the universe is following its own course rather than being cons
God.

» It supports the idea of God as omnibenevolent as he. ;

Weaknesses: -
A problem with the proce nat it does not refer to the God of
“classical theism, some will argue that God is not w

®rticism is that the process theodicy cannot be called a theodicy.

inconsistent triad. Theodicies keep all the elements of the inconsistent tria

omnibenevolence and evil) and explain their presence. The process theodi

from the inconsistent triad.

»  Afinal criticism is that a lot of people will dislike the process theodicy becau
has no control over what will happen.

Key Texts/Scholars

Anthony Flew (1923-2010):

Flew was a British philosopher and atheist. Apart from arguing that God could h
free will, he also argued that you should assume God does not exist until there i
does. He argued that religion cannot be falsified (dispro He argued this usi
gardener. The point is that it does not matter
not exist, they will come up with a respo
language. ‘

aspect of the truth), his replica theory and his arguments that claim that religiou
studying the full A Level, you will come across his theories in other topics in Phil

Davio Griffin (1939-):
Griffin is an American theologian famous for proposing the process theodicy. H
theology, which is the position that argues that God is part of the process; God i

Irenacus of Lyons (c.130— ¢.202):

Irenaeus is one of the Christian Church fathers — ancient influential Christian thi
Heresies in a time when there were competing religious groups emerging during
establishing itself. This is one of the reasons why Irenaeus is zonsidered a Churc
upward theodicy, a theodicy that argues from imper _perfection, that is
and that humans are to become perfect.

J L Mackic (1917-10

Mackie was axz

Gregory S Paul (1954-):
Paul wrote a paper in Philosophy and Theology that talks about how God cannot
immense amount of child deaths.

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 AQA: Component 1A Page 16 of 38

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




Alvin Plantinga (1932-):
Plantinga is an American philosopher whose main works focus on issues in the P
forward the free will defence and also has his version of the ontological argume

William Rowe (1931-2015):
Rowe was a professor of philosophy who is most famous for putting forward the
existence of God. This argument uses the example o
purpose of God’s does it serve for the fa ;

Bible, Olo Testame

‘Let us make rca cording to Our likeness’. Irenaeus relied on th
making the Us argues that humans will become perfect and in God’
souls in this § ct world.

Year 2 Adovanced Considverations

In Year 2, you will look at the nature of religious language. One of the issues wit
cannot be falsified. It doesn’t matter how much evidence you present to a religi
exist, they will still have a reason for their belief. Evidence against God existing i
the world (the evidential problem of evil). Some of the scholars who argue agai
religious language do reference the existence of evil in the world.

Student Checklist

Some Goo

What Do | Know?
Idea ® | Idea

What is natural evi

W

$1? Give an example.

What is the logical problem of evil?

What is the evidential problem of evil?

How does Hick defend the existence of God
when there is evil?

What are the strengths of Hick’s soul-making
theodicy?

What are the problems with Hick’s soul-making
theodicy?

How does the free will defence argue in favour
of God existing when there is moral evil?

What are the strengths of the free

What are the problems w
defence?

What doe! cess theodicy argue?

What are the strengths of the process
theodicy?

What are the problems with the process
theodicy?
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Exam-style Questions

AS

A. Explain Hick’s soul-making theodicy and the free will defence as pos
of evil and suffering in the world. (15 marks)

e  This question is festirs

dge and understanding (Assessment
plain’.

'be looking to place your answer in one of the follo

Level What type of answ

An answer that is completely correct, relevant a
5 13-15 | is a lot of detail with good examples and refere
clear and has used specialist terminology consist
An answer that is predominantly correct, releva
4 10-12 | lots of examples and references to texts to illust
answer is clear and specialist terminology is use
An answer that has a lot that is correct, relevant
3 7-9 some examples and references to texts to illustr
answer is quite clear and specialist terminology

A limited answer which shows some knowledge ¢
2 4-6 are very few examples and references to texts
answer is relatively clear. Some specialist termi

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

there is an inconsistency with God being omnipotent and omnibenevole
children dying needlessly every day suggests a God doesn’t exist. Thi
of the need for theodicies.
e In the second paragraph you explain Hick’s soul-developing theodicy
evil. Mention and explain as many details as possible (such as eschato
distance, among other things). These are classed as terminology and e
understanding. Explain also how this theodicy resolves the problem of
answers the part of the question where it states ‘as possible solutions’.
(Genesis 1:22 talks aboj'r God making man in his impage and that we COPYRIGHT
the trials and tests in this imperfect world of natural and moral evil). PROTECTED
e [n the third paragraph explain the free will defence,in detail. You cou
choice not being free will, with the example ~ g choice out of on
other example.

ig

Qg
Education
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B. ‘There are no convincing explanations for the problem of evil.” Asse

e  This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘assess’. It v
inverted commas.

e  The examiners will be looking to pl

erin one of the follo

What type of ans

The answer is well-reasoned with detailed ana
good examples, evidence or textual references
and has used specialist terminology consistentl
Different sides to the argument are presented
evaluation based on the points made. There a
textual references included to illustrate the poi
and specialist terminology is used correctly.
Different sides to the argument are considered
3 7-9 or textual references. The answer has a lof th
answer is mainly clear and specialist terminolo
A limited answer that is one-sided. There are
2 4-6 references to support the point and the point is
quite clear and uses some specialist terminolog
! 1-3 There is an answer to the question, but this is o

inaccurate or irrelevant and specialist terminol
0 0 Nothing worthy of credit.

4 10-12

In the first paragraph you could.]
soul-making theodicy,

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

In your conclusion you then answer the question about whether any the
think one of them is or that none of them are. Explain briefly why this
point you made in the main body of your answer).
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A Level

C. Examine Hick’s soul-making theodicy and the free will defence as po
of evil and suffering in the world. (10 marks)

HINTS

e  This question is testing your knowledge ¢
recognised by the term ‘examin

ding (Assessment
ires more depth in the

ing to place your answer in one of the follo

What type of ans

An answer that is completely correct, relevant
There is critical analysis and different views ar
detail with good examples and references to t
has used specialist ferminology consistently an
An answer that is predominantly correct, relev
critical analysis. There are lots of examples a
illustrate the points made. Diverse views are a
clear and specialist terminology is used correct
An answer that has a lot that is correct, releva
some examples and references to texts to illust
some critical analysis and some knowledge of
quite clear and specialist terminology is used c
A limited answer which shows some knowledge
reference to alternative tions but there are
references to t trate points made. T

5 9-10

ws some basic knowledge and
~dre relevant or accurate and with some re
but most of the answer is incorrect, unclear or
critical analysis. Specialist terminology is very
Nothing worthy of credit.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

e In your first paragraph you need to give the two theodicies some cont
have theodicies — as responses to the evidential problem of evil and th
brief, don’t go into detail about the logical and evidential problems of
there is an inconsistency with God being omnipotent and omnibenevole
children dying needlessly every day suggests a God doesn’t exist. Thi
of the need for theodicies.

e In the second paragraph you explain Hick’s soul-developing theodicy

evil. Mention and explain as many details as possible (such as eschato

distance, among other things). These are classed as terminology and e

understanding. Explain also how this theodicy resolves the problem of

answers the part of the question where it sto* ossible solutions’.

(Genesis 1:26 talks about God making image and that we

the trials and tests in this im _isf natural and moral evil). Y

originally proposed t d what he suggested as an altern

COPYRIGHT
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are responded to by Plantinga. This demonstrates critical analysis and

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 AQA: Component 1A Page 20 of 38




D. ‘There are no convincing explanations for the problem of evil.” Eval

HINTS

Here is a_sug

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by the term ‘evaluate’.
inverted commas.
The examiners will be looking to pl

erin one of the follo

What type of answe

The answer is well-reasoned with detailed ana
There are good examples, evidence or textual
answer shows clarity and insightful discussion.
and specialist terminology is used consistently
Different sides to the argument are presented
evaluation based on the points made. There a

4 10-12 | textual references included to illustrate the poi
clear and contains some critical analysis. Spec
correctly.

Different sides to the argument are considered
evidence or textual references. The answer ha

3 7=9 relevant. The answer is mainly clear and speci
correctly.
A limited answer that is one-sided. There are
2 4-6 textual references to support the point and the
answer is quite clear and uses some specialist t
There is an answer to the o estion but this is on
1 1-3
0 0

i

weuakness/weaknesses. Remember, the more detailed analysis you sho
In the second paragraph you could look at another theodicy that you ¢
weakness/weaknesses as well.
In the third paragraph you could look at the final one which you consid
then explain why it is successful or you might think it is equally unsucces
In your conclusion you then answer the question about whether any the
think one of them is or that none of them are. Explain briefly why this
point you made in the main body of your answer).

Activity: Now have a go at writing your own responses e quest
above OR using your own ideas,
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Religious Experience

When used in relation to a vision, this is
visible to some peopEe.

naginative:

ellectual: isi nthat gives the per

tical experience ntext of this specification, a mysti

rience. Itis an experience that goe
put into words. It is a religious experien
that God or something beyond the phys
described as a union with the divine.

dolpr

equate scri el
umi e se

eligious experience sisa e

of a divine nature that allow the pe
are one of 'rhe most popular e

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Key Points

Nature of Religious Experience
» Religious experiences are used as evidence for the existence of God. Itis a
on the evidence of the person having the experience.

» Theargument is as follows:

o People say they experience X.

o  Xexists.

o People say they experience God.
o  God must exist.

» Religious experiences are subjective, men
something divine instead of ordil
changing. ‘

»  Religious experit

COPYRIGHT
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Visions

e

>

Numinous Experiences

>

Y V VY

Visions are a type of religious experience. They are personal proof to those
they have seen exists.

Corporeal visions are visions that involve a person seeing a religious figure i
angel, a saint or some other significant figure. An example of a corporeal vi
who saw the vision of Mary in Lourdes, where she was living. She claimed t
she saw other people. Itis likely that some othe ut not all) may s
example of a group of people seemg a vision zel of Mons. This ang
soldiers fighting during Wor!d W
Imaginative visions are vig
corporeal visions, g

the product of someone’s imaginati
ginative visions in that they are in someon
_ 0 a person when they have been in deep contempla
" rom their senses. They can appear in dreams. An example o
angel who appears to Joseph telling him to marry Mary and to flee to Egypt
Intellectual visions are visions that give the experiencer special knowledge
an important message as was the case with John who had visions of the en
described in the Book of Revelation, in particular Revelation 20:12—-15.

The term ‘numinous’ was coined by Rudolph Otto, who thought that terms
enough to describe a religious experience.

Otto defines it as ‘the deepest and most fundamental element in all strong
emotion’. Itis an experience of the ‘wholly other’.

Numinous experiences are where the experiencer feels very separate from
Numinous experiences happen suddenly and depend on something externa
Otto argues that humans can experience both the rati
irrational) and numinous.

Otto analysed the numinous further »
and fascinating). The treme
The mysterium has

remendum et fascinans
aspects: awefulness, overpowe
nolly other and fascination.

. riences differ from numinous experiences. Mystical experien
divine, whereas a numinous experience accentuates the fact that the exper
Mystical experiences are internal rather than external (as is the case for nu
experiences often involve preparation.

Examples of famous mystics who wrote about their mystical experiences in
Christianity, Rumi in Islam or the practice of Kabbalah in Judaism. The Hind
experiences as an experience where it is realised that the soul of a person (
pervading macro-spirit (God or Brahman).

Mystical experiences can be defined according to their characteristics. Will
having four characteristics: ineffability, noetic quality, passivity and transien
about not being able to describe the experience. Noetic quality is the deep
mystical experience gives; this is not knowledge that e gained from bo
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Key Texts/Scholars

Teresa of Avila (1515-1582):
Teresa was a Spanish Christian mystic. She wrote about her mystical experience
prayer that can lead to a spiritual marriage with the divine in her Autobiography

St Bernavdette (1844—1879):

Bernadette Sobiros was a young girl when
France. These visions became reno
was then built near this ¢
water running fzom '

1.uve been pronounced authentic
+ed by hundreds of people every year w

Willian &#%s (1842-1910):

James was an American philosopher and psychologist. His brother Henry James

famous work for Religious Studies is The Varieties of Religious Experience. He de
experiences: Chapters 15 and 16. Chapter 15 discusses the characteristics of my
radical empiricist, studying both observable objects and the relations between t

Rudolph Otto ((1869-1937):

Otto was a German theologian who belonged to the Lutheran (Protestant) Churc
Holy of 1917 that he talks about the numinous.

John of Patmos and the Book of Revelation:
John had visions of the end of the world and these form the contents of the last
Revelation.

Rumi (1207-1273):
Rumi was a Persian, Muslim poet 2
with God. He predicted hi

orks focus on the idea of taw
wrote about it in one of his ghazals (

Stace was a § philosopher who wrote about types of mystical experiences i
Philosophy. He was an empiricist who believed that the empirical should not jus
verified.

Upanishads (c.800—¢.500 BCE):

The Upanishads are a collection of short books on Hindu spiritual and philosophi
‘upanishad’ means to sit near. This refers to the fact that these texts are the wo
disciple sitting near or at the feet of the guru.

Year 2 Advanced Considerations

In Year 2, you will look at the topic of miracles. Miracles
usually defined as being a physical act that goes a
ways of defining miracles). Miracles do 5
not encugh witnesses.

[fferent from religi
s of nature (altho
milar problems of verifi
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know? Noldea | Some Good
® idea @ | Idea

What is the argument from
religious experience?

How woulcg
general

What is a vision?

What types of visions are there?

Give some examples of the
types of vision.

What are numinous
experiences?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

What are mystical experiences?

What is the difference between
mystical and numinous
experiences?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Give some examples of mystics.

How did William James define
mystical experiences (what are
the characteristics)?

ig

Qg
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Exam-style Questions

AS
A. Explain the different types of vision that religious people might exp

HINTS

e  This question is testing your knowie
recognised by the term ‘exr!

The examiners will

tanding (Assessmen

place your answer in one of the follo

What type of

An answer that is completely correct, rel
There is a lot of detail with good examp

3 13-15 answer is clear and has used specialist t
throughout.
An answer that is predominantly correct,
4 10-12 are lots of examples and references to t

The answer is clear and specialist termin
An answer that has a lot that is correct, r
3 7-9 are some examples and references to te
The answer is quite clear and specialist t
A limited answer which shows some know
there are very few examples and refere
made. The answer is relatively clear. S
used.

The answer show

othing worthy of credit.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

of what you could put in each paragraph:

irst paragraph it is good to write some general points about

how visions are a type of religious experience. Explain how they are

God. This demonstrates understanding of the importance of religious

¢ Inthe next paragraphs you need to write about the three types of vis
illustrate. The examples provide detail. The more accurate and deta
mark.
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B. ‘“Visions might have a scientific explanation that rules out any proof
marks)

HINTS

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by term ‘assess’. It
inverted commas but not always. .

The examiners will be looking

swer in one of the follo

What type of ans

The answer is well-reasoned with detailed an
are good examples, evidence or textual refe
clear and has used specialist terminology con
Different sides to the argument are presented
evaluation based on the points made. There
textual references included to illustrate the p
and specialist terminology is used correctly.
Different sides to the argument are considere
evidence or textual references. The answer h
relevant. The answer is mainly clear and spe
correctly.
A limited answer that is one-sided. There are
2 4-6 references to support the point and the point
quite clear and uses some specialist terminolo
There is an answer to the question, but this is
1 1-3 is inaccurate or irrelevant and specialist termi
mentioned. |
0 0 Nothing worth

4 10-12

put in each paragraph:
is best to write about scientific reasons for

ilivcinate. Give an example to illustrate this. You might menti
h\g ating such as mental iliness, drugs or alcohol, sleep deprivatio
covered in the next topic which you can integrate into this one.
Science would find it difficult to explain how more than one person ca
corporeal vision. Give an example that illustrates this, such as the an
Science might explain the reason for multiple people having the same
environmental factors. In the case of the angel of Mons, it could have
pressure to agree that what they saw was an angel. The soldiers ma
and suffered from stress. Decide whether this is convincing enough as
The use of drugs or alcohol, or having sleep deprivation, as causes fo
things beyond the physical that do exist.
In your conclusion answer the question by taking a position and say w
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A Level

C. Examine the different types of vision that religious people might ex

HINTS

e  This question is testing your knowledge and under:* inding (Assessmen
recognised by the term ‘examine’. Exar:
question word ‘explain’ which '
15.

e  The examiners w ol place your answer in one of the foll

An answer that is completely correct, releva
There is critical analysis and different views
of detail with good examples and referenc
and has used specialist terminology consistent
An answer that is predominantly correct, rel
critical analysis. There are lots of examples
illustrate the points made. Diverse views ar
clear and specialist terminology is used corre!
An answer that has a lot that is correct, rele
are some examples and references to texts t¢
There is some critical analysis and some kno
answer is quite clear and specialist terminol
A limited answer which shows some knowledg
reference to alternati sitions but there
references to texi: _ate points made.
with some zri f"SIS.ﬂ Some specialist
some basic knowledge and
at are relevant or accurate and wit
ositions, but most of the answer is incorrect
lacks critical analysis. Specialist terminolog
Nothing worthy of credit.

5 9-10

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Here is a suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

e In your first paragraph it is good to write some general points about
how visions are a type of religious experience. Explain how they are
God. This demonstrates understanding of the importance of religious

e In the next paragraphs you need to write about the three types of vi
illustrate. The examples provide detail. The more accurate and deta
mark.

e  To demonstrate critical analysis, you could explain how it is difficult t
imaginative visions because it could be argued that visions are entirel
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D. ‘Visions might have a scientific explanation that rules out any proof
(15 marks)

HINTS

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised by /term ¢ :
inverted commas. i

The examiners will be looking

evaluate’.

swer in one of the follo

What type of answt

The answer is well-reasoned with detailed ana
good examples, evidence or textual references i
clarity and insightful discussion. There is critical
terminology is used consistentty and throughout
Different sides to the argument are presented wi
evaluation based on the points made. There a
textual references included to illustrate the poi
and contains some critical analysis. Specialist t
Different sides to the argument are considered
3 7-9 or textual references. The answer has a lot tha
answer is mainly clear and specialist terminology
A limited answer that is one-sided. There are

2 4-6 references to support the point and the point is
quite clear and uses some specialist terminolog
There is an answer to the question but this is on
inaccurate or irrelevant and specialist terminolog
0 0 Nothing worthy of credi

4 10-12

1 1-3

Science would find it difficult to explain how more than one person ca
corporeal vision. Give an example that illustrates this, such as the ange¢

Science might explain the reason for multiple people having the same
environmental factors. In the case of the angel of Mons, it could have
pressure to agree that what they saw was an angel. The soldiers ma
and suffered from stress. Decide whether this is convincing enough as
The use of drugs or alcohol, or having sleep deprivation, as causes fo
things beyond the physical that do exist.

Another suggestion is to refer to Hick and his idea of ‘experiencing a
In addition, Hick gave the example of hearing woodpeckers in a woo
birds will hear it. In the same way, only people tuned into religious ex|
one. Science could find this difficult to explain ret the example f
possible that there are other dimensions w ned into or und

In your conclusion answer the que: g a position and say w

ve a go at writing your own responses e ques
_
R using your own ideas,
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Verifying Religious Experi

ective neurosis: A neurosis is, according to Freud, a traum
suppressed in the unconscious. / «colle
experienced by man g

edulity: Thisis the | " ould believe s

mpirical: reans to be based on observation

This means proving something to be fal

This means it cannot be put into words.

ken roup of ph
ing ar veri

d e

nony: is tement made e

fication: This means checking or proving. If I say
verified. | can go over and ¢

es are an invaluable part of most religions.
em is that religious experiences are mental, subject
they actually happened or that they are an actual exper
Philosophe N scientists have looked at ways of proving and disproving relig
the day, religious experiences are evidence for the person who had the experi
views into account and not just dismiss them as delusional, argues Swinburne.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Key Points

The Challenges to Verifying Religious Experiences
> Religious experiences are mental and subjective and so they are not physic COPYRIGHT
» Religious experiences, especially mystical experiences, are also ineffable. T
prove if they cannot be expressed in language. PROTECTED
Language is a means of communication, expressin
(verified). Religious experiences are not i

ig

Qg
Education

Science relies on evidence obtained through empirical means. Scientists e
someone’s brain when they are having a religious experience.

» There are psychological explanations for religious experiences: Freud belie
were either the result of immaturity or mental iliness.
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» There are physiological explanations for religious experiences: the neurosc
subjects who suffered from temporal lobe epilepsy by constantly showing
subjects then had religious experiences. Ramachandran believed that relig
suffering from temporal lobe epilepsy. Saul, who had a vision on the road
Christianity and became known as Paul. He probably had temporal lobe ep

»  Other causes of religious experiences are: mental illness, ;.;Ieep deprivation

Religious Responses to These Cha“e
»  CarlJung believed there were
explanation was that the

eopfe without mental illness w
going through a process of self-rea

»  The findings of o not rule out the existence of God. God m

i ' ve temporal lobe epilepsy in order to communicate
explanation does not make them unreal experiences

» Religious'éxperiences are open to all and not just people with temporal lob

Swinburne’s Principle of Testimony and Principle of Credul

»  Richard Swinburne presents two reasons/defences for why you should beli
religious experience. They both rely on probability.

»  The principle of testimony is the idea that we should believe what a person
seen should be considered reliable. The focus is on what has been seen.

»  The principle of credulity is the idea that we should believe a person when
something. The focus is on the person who had the experience.

The mfluence of Religious Experiences and Their Value for
» Religious experiences are a valuable aspect of most religions. They feature

experiences.
» Religious experiences are ne
»  Religious experien

_ence of religious beliefs.
erson’s life, and this is evidence for others
dourage others to do the same.

priences inspire believers to lead a religious life.

s Lourdes have become places of religious significance becaus

> Places s\
there.

Key Texts/Scholars

Sigmund Freud (1856-1939):
Freud was the founder of psychoanalysis, which recognised the existence of a sub
Freud was an empiricist and an atheist and believed that his new science of the m
believed that religion was for the immature. He studied patients with mental ilin

Carl Jung (1875-1961):

Jung was a student of Freud’s for a short time. He
about religion having a negative role. June kol figlon had a positive role
individuation. This is the process hole or self-realised.

phantom limr¥

Paul the Apostle:
Paul was originally named Saul. He converted to Christianity after having a visio
why he was persecuting him. This important event is recorded in the New Test
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Year 2 Adovanced Considverations

In Year 2, you will look at the nature of religious language. Religious experience
where you discuss whether religious experiences are to be taken as a matter of
the topic of miracles in Year 2, there are realist and anti-realist views of miracle
are different from miracles in that miracles are public events, Ehe realist and an
to religious experiences. A realist would argue that thev d be regarded as
do not. Swinburne argues that they do happen i he principles of cre
realist will not consider it important tor« s experiences as proof bu
the final topic of self, death a € ! near-death experiences are consid
death. Near-death so a type of religious experience.

What Do | Know? No Idea Some Good
. ® Idea ® | Idea

What are the challenges in verifying
religious experiences?

What are the challenges to religious
experiences from science?

What are the religious res
challenges?

What is Swinburne’s principle of credulity?

What is Swinburne’s principle of
testimony?

What are the influences of religious
experiences on religious belief?

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 AQA: Component 1A Page 32 of 38

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




Exam-style Questions

AS

A. Explain the challenges in verifying religious experiences, including t
(15 marks)

HINTS

e  This question is festina
recognised b

je and understanding (Assessment

An answer that is completely correct, relevan
There is a lot of detail with good examples a

3 13-15 answer is clear and has used specialist termin
throughout.
An answer that is predominantly correct, rele
4 10-12 | lots of examples and references to texts to il

answer is clear and specialist terminology is
An answer that has a lot that is correct, relev
3 7-9 are some examples and references to texts t
The answer is quite clear and specialist termi
A limited answer which shows some knowledg
2 4-6 are very few examples and references to te
The answer is relafi r. Some speciali
ic knowledge and
nt or accurate but most

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

on of what you could put in each paragraph:
rst paragraph it is good to explain what a religious experien

e In the second paragraph, you explain the challenges that religious exp
they cannot be verified and are not objective. In order to demonstrat
understanding it is good fo include what logical positivists would say.
you can link in theories and scholars.

e In the next paragraphs you need to write about the scientific explanat
These include Freud and Ramachandran. Again, you are referring to s
specialist terminology and explain it. Giving examples of religious ex
explain them also provides detail.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig
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B. ‘In spite of criticisms, religious experiences are a trustworthy argum:
Assess this claim. (15 marks)

HINTS

e This question is testing how well you can analyse,
Obijective 2 or AQ2). This can be recognised |

e The examiners will be looking to ploce

sess and evaluate
| term ‘assess’.
~er in one of the follo

The answer is well-reasoned with detailed ana
There are good examples, evidence or textual
answer is clear and has used specialist terminol
throughout.
Different sides to the argument are presented
evaluation based on the points made. There
textual references included to illustrate the p
clear and specialist terminology is used corre
Different sides to the argument are considere
evidence or textual references. The answer h
relevant. The answer is mainly clear and spe
correctly.

A limited answer that is one-sided. There are
2 4-6 textual references to support the point and th
answer is quite clear and uses some specialist
There is an answer to the question, but this is

4 10-12

Here is a suggestior
o In_cam fi

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

for believing religious experiences are trustworthy. Explain why you

examples where this might be the case.

e In your next paragraph, you could provide further support for Swinb
religious experiences are proof for the actual person experiencing th

e In your next paragraph, you could explain how personal experiences ¢
something actually happened, despite what Swinburne states. Religio
as those that are recorded in religious scripture, cannot be easily testec
have a scientific explanation now we know more about things in term

e In your conclusion answer the question by taking a position and say wi
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A Level

C. Examine the challenges in verifying religious experiences, including
(10 marks)

HINTS

e  This question is testing your knowledge and un-e
recognised by the term ‘examine’. Exarr.
question word ‘explain’ whi

e  The examiners will ba

ing (Assessment Ol
.2s more depth in the
at AS. At A Level the AO1

ce your answer in one of the follo

What type of an

An answer that is completely correct, relevan
There is critical analysis and different views a
detail with good examples and references to
has used specialist terminology consistently and
An answer that is predominantly correct, rele
critical analysis. There are lots of examples
illustrate the points made. Diverse views are
clear and specialist terminology is used corre
An answer that has a lot that is correct, relev
some examples and references to texts to illu
some critical analysis and some knowledge of
quite clear and specialist ferminology is used
A limited answer which shows some knowledg
reference to alternative positions but there ar
references to texts to il
with some critico!

nf or accurate and with some r
si'of the answer is incorrect, unclear or
itical analysis. Specialist terminology is ver
| Nothing worthy of credit.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Here is- o suggestion of what you could put in each paragraph:

e In your first paragraph it is good to explain what a religious experie
mental, subjective and ineffable. To demonstrate critical analysis, yo
religious experience.

e In the second paragraph, you explain the challenges that religious ex
that they cannot be verified and are not objective. In order to demo
understanding it is good to include what logical positivists would say.
you can link in theories and scholars. You could integrate Anthony Flew
falsification here (this is something you learnt under religious language)

® Inthe next paragraphs you need to write about the scientific explanati COPYRIGHT
These include Freud and Ramachandran. Again, you are referring to PROTECTED
specialist ferminology and explain it. Giving examples of religious e
explain them also provides detail. |
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D. ‘In spite of criticisms, religious experiences are a trustworthy argume
Evaluate this claim. (15 marks)

HINTS

This question is testing how well you can analyse, assess and evaluate
Obijective 2 or AO2). This can be recognised b> term ‘evaluate’.
inverted commas. '

The examiners will be looking fiswer in one of the follo

What type of answ

The answer is well-reasoned with detailed ana
are good examples, evidence or textual refer
shows clarity and insightful discussion. There is
terminology is used consistently and throughou
Different sides to the argument are presented
evaluation based on the points made. There a
textual references included to illustrate the poi
and contains some critical analysis. Specialist
Different sides to the argument are considered
evidence or textual references. The answer ha
relevant. The answer is mainly clear and speci
correctly.

A limited answer that is one-sided. There are
2 4-6 references to support the point and the point is
quite clear and uses some specialist terminolog
There is an answer fo ihe auestion but this is onz
1 1-3 is inaccurate or irr d specialist termin
mentioned -

4 10-12

wour second paragraph you could dlscuss Swinburne’s principles of ¢
for believing religious experiences are trustworthy. Explain why you t
examples where this might be the case.

In your next paragraph, you could provide further support for Swinbu
religious experiences are proof for the actual person experiencing the
In your next paragraph, you could explain how personal experiences
something actually happened, despite what Swinburne states. Religio
as those that are recorded in religious scripture, cannot be easily teste
have a scientific explanation now we know more about things in terms
You could bring the discussion of cognitivism versus non-cognitivism into
topic of religious language). This shows detailed analysis and integrat
In your conclusion answer the question by taking a position and say wh

Activity: Now have a - e questi
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True/False Quiz

The design argument is an inductive argument.

Paley criticised the design argument.

Paley compared a stone to the eye

Hume believed that sim not mean similar effects.

The ontologic an inductive argument.

ard a version of the ontological argument.

N|o v |wiNiE

ical argument argues that existence is a perfection and, beca
God is perfect, he must have existence.

o

Gaunilo criticised the ontological argument using the example of a perfect is

9. Kantargued that existence is not a category but a perfection.

10. The conclusion to the ontological argument is true if the premises are tru

11. The cosmological argument is a deductive argument.

12. The third way of Aquinas’ arguments for the existence of God describes G
an unmoved mover.

13. Oceans full of plastic causing fish to die is a natural evil.

14. The logical problem of evil can be presented as the inconsistent triad.

d omnibenevole

15. The inconsistent triad explains that God is omniscient
yet evil exists.

16. Atheodicy defends the existence of : and omnibenevolent
and evil in the world. o

17. Hick claims that Ge

18. Hick}

19. Mackie uses the free will defence.

20. God could have made free will without the possibility of choosing evil, bu
didn’t.

21. The process theodicy claims that God is still transcendent.

22. The process theodicy is not a proper theodicy because it does not see Go
omnipotent.

23. Having a dream of an angel speaking to you is a corporeal vision.

24, William James describes mystical experiences as numinous.

25. William James describes mystical experiences as ineffable.

7
 non-sensuous an

26. Walter Stace believes that true mystical experlenc
non-intellectual. 4

27. Religious experiences are m ective and so they can easily be
verified. '

28. ‘that reflglous experiences coutd be verified. T

29. evers are happy for religious experiences to be explained by

science.

30. Swinburne argues in his principle of testimony that if an angel appears be
person, then there was probably an angel.
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Answers to True/False Quiz

[y

True.
False. Paley presented a version of the design argument which he believed
God.

3. False. Paley compared a watch to the eye.

4. False. Hume argued that similar effects do not
5
6

N

False. The ontological argument is
False. Aquinas did not put fo
relation to the ontolog!

ogical argument. Anselm is the

7. True.

8. True. :

9. False. gued that existence is a category, not a property or perfectio
10. True.

11. False. The cosmological argument is an inductive argument.
12. False. This is the first way. Aquinas describes God as a necessary being in h
13. False. Fish dying from plastic waste is the result of humans not acting mora
a moral evil.
14. True.
15. False. The inconsistent triad explains that God is omnipotent and omniben
16. True.
17. False. The world was created imperfect so that humans could be tested.
18. True.
19. False. Alvin Plantinga uses the free will defence. J L Mackie criticises it.
20. False. Having free will but not being able to choose evil acts is not true free
21. False. God is immanent as he is part of creation. |
22. True. Being omnipotent is an attribute of th
omnibenevolent and evil existing is
23. False
24. False.
25. True.
26. True.
27. False.
physical.
28. True.
29. False. Science explains things without the need of God and so religious beli
scientific explanations of religious experiences. Religious experiences are p
that God exists.
30. False. This describes Swinburne’s principle of credulity. The principle of te
believe a person when they say they have seen an angel.
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