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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource covers the AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel Religious Studies
specifications for Paper 2: Religion and Ethics, and covers the following Always check the exam board
content: website for new information,
including changes to the
1 Significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and ethics specification and sample
1.1 Environmental issues assessment material.
1.2 Equality

2  Astudy of three ethical theories
2.1 Utilitarianism
2.2 Situation ethics
2.2 Natural moral law

3 Application of ethical theories to issues of importance
3.1 War and peace
3.2 Sexual ethics

The resource is split into five sections as follows:
1. A4 teacher information pages.

2. Three A3 revision posters, between them covering the seven subtopics. These are labelled: n to n
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

3. Seven A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves,
but are also provided in a separate answer document (see section 5). These are labelled with numbers inside
white circles:

Exam-style questions, modelled on those found in the AS and A Level exams, are marked by a pencil icon: €<=l

4. Eleven A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3 subtopic
activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have enough space
for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

5. A4 answer sheet. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendly, Edexcel-style mark schemes are also
provided for the exam-style questions.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
to revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.

Free Updates! }

July 2019

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Answers

1 Significant Concepts in Issues or Debates in Religion ant

1.1 Environmental Issues .

1. Students should provide a good, clear explanation of the Christian concept of ste
concept impacts environmental issues. They could include any of the following:

o  Stewardship as a concept within Christianity is central to discussions on Ck
environment.

e  Christians believe that they are given the responsikili: to look after the wao
God as a gift. 'a 4

e  They are given a special place Wlthlr Hiay arl A \domlnlon] and with this co|
after the Earth. -

e Thisis based on bﬂ“‘ (i narP ng such as Genesis 1:28-29.

e Thisigacen''  ~ *f xugardlng the Christian attitude towards environmen|

e A It, ¥y Chrlstlans work towards environmental improvement effi
dc “hristian charities.

2. For example:
a) Animal welfare (eating meat) - Example: over-farming.
b) High emissions = Global warming
3. Students could give any one of the following strengths of Christian concepts of st

e  Christian environmental organisations are able to mobilise large numbers @
funds for their conservation efforts.

e Inaddition, the Christian concern for the poor and underprivileged means !
developing world, where the effects of climate change are often felt most se

Students could give any one of the following weaknesses of Christian concepts o

e By viewing conservation of the environment as an instrumental rather than
unable to appreciate the true worth of nature.

o  The Christian view is also focused largely on the consequences for humanity
species or the natural world itself. As such, itis anthropocentric.

e  Solutions to the various environmental issues which face the planet are to a
political willpower and scientific expertise.

e  Religious leaders and organisations can only hope to play a small, but nonet
effort required to tackle problems such as climate change.

e  Secular thinkers such as Peter Singer have been highly critical of the traditic
environment - Singer specifically criticises the importance laid on the humgd
moral universe.

e  Lynn White has argued that the historical roots of our ecological crisis are i
major factor in environmental destruction.

4.  Any relevant example of a Bible verse which gives atezi izon the idea of domij

include: il §G °

e  Genesis 1:29-30, ‘Then God Said, SOk ﬂ/'ery seed-bearing plant on the fi
tree that has fruit with sec>wi .. ™=y will be yours for food. And to all the be
in the sky and all *1- . “a s that move along the ground—everything that

Loy . foud. » And it was so.
. AN God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
er theﬁsh in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living cri
5. Students should include any of the follow details:

. Conservation ethics, are instrumental and anthropocentric - this is a similar
however conservation ethics are secular. This view of the environment can al
e  This view is probably the most common in contemporary discourse about ¢
e Itclaims that conservation and protection of the environment should take pla
. Environmental issues stand to cost us money; our health, safety and well-be
of the environment.
e Itemploys a utilitarian approach that more people will be happy, and certai
protect the environment.
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6. Students should be able to use their own words to present the eight different pri
thought. An example of a reworded version is included below - it should be sim
1.  The well-being and the thriving of both human and non-human species on the

independent from the usefulness of the non-human (natural) world for the us
2. Richness and diversity of life forms help these values to be realised, and are in
3. Humans have no rights to the exploitation or use of the environmental resoutr
human needs.
4.  Human life and culture can flourish simultaneously with the decrease of the p
flourishing of the non-human world requires this decrease.
5. Human beings are having too much of a negative impact on the non-human (i
be getting worse.
6. Therefore, the way in which human beings use the world needs to be changed
7.  Theideological change is mainly that of appreciating life quality rather than
it - it is enjoying what we have rather than pushmr4 - 1 10re. There will be a
difference between big and great. ks . v
8. Those who agree with all ofthe abgieiiits Tusve ‘Em obligation to directly or

necessary changes. - ¥ |

<

R

7. Students hage cii 7 2, ) fnyt’wé of the following weaknesses:
o A th s .approach could achieve (and has achieved) results in encoura
iss oes not accord any intrinsic value to the Earth.

e Ifenvironmental damage were to occur that did not impact on humans, suc
an animal by human activity which will have no impact on its surrounding ¢
acted upon because the animal in itself does not have moral value.

e  The only aspect of this world that truly matters is humankind and the envit
point of view that it impacts upon us.

Students here could give any two of the following strengths:

e  Shallow ecology is highly pragmatic.

e Its secular basis means that it does not rely on any contentious claims abou
origin of Scripture.

e A cost-benefit analysis shows how action now will reap financial rewards ix
for example, was very expensive but has saved millions of pounds in prote

e This approach is also used at international climate change negotiations, aim
interest in order to achieve agreements and action.

8.
Marks -
Level Awarded Answer Description
0 0 . No content within the answer which is relevant or a
. A demonstration of limited knowledge. Relevant lan
with their correct meaning / in their correct context
1 1-2 o . . . ;
. Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with son

. Answer only gives a shallow understanding of relev:

. A good demonstration of kno 2 2dge on the topic, m¢

specific terms and war &, ¢ ¢h .ome mistakes. COPYRIGHT

2 3-5 D Generally gord »xe nriciof religious ideas/beliefs, |
incorziit ste . nionts. PROTECTED

® fi’ré:h Dl Knowledge of religious ideas and beliefs to

i 15 -r‘ar-"i‘eaching knowledge demonstrated with correc
1 continuity throughout answer.

3 -8 . A wide range of examples of religious ideas/beliefs,
' . Deep development of religious ideas and beliefs to d| |9
understanding.

MY

Education

Students here should use their knowledge and their own opinion to answer the ¢
the following points; however, any reasoned argument which is relevant to the ¢
o  The Gaia hypothesis was developed primarily by James Lovelock (1919-).
e It was initially viewed with scepticism by scientists but it is now studied in
e  The Gaia hypothesis argues that the Earth is a self-regulating system and, by
so that it is perfectly suited to life on Earth.

AS Level Edexcel Topic on a Page: Philosophy of Religion Paper 2: Answers Page 2 of 17




) Ecosystems, water, soil and the atmosphere are, therefore, all closely relate
e  All organisations unconsciously help to regulate conditions of Earth so they
includes interactions between microorganisms and inanimate elements.
e  Asawhole, Lovelock calls the Earth ‘Gaia’, which is a Greek deity which per
writes: ‘the entire surface of the Earth including life is a self-regulating entit
Gaia’.
e  This all helps to ensure the regulation of the temperature of the Earth, the ¢
the composition of the oceans.
o  The important contribution of the Gaia hypothesis is the idea that a self-reg
with the aim of ensuring life is maintained on Earth.

Possible examples of strengths:

e  The Gaia hypothesis challenges anthropocentric under;tandings of the Ear
are not the most important species but just onz; 4 oi 1living whole.

e Itisasecular, nota religious theory, altho ‘gh rf‘";w,aiu’ea that the world is a li
of religious-like followers. Itise st « ., »seuto Darwinism and evolution be
the development of orca asfr.n. o ©

e Itemphasises nt . ot humans but the interdependence of all ecosy
as gl T - 7 _atuable in itself. It also shows how the world could survi

(0t on it, rather than it on us.

Possible examples of weaknesses:
e In his latest book, The Revenge of Gaia, Lovelock is, however, more pessimis
to respond to climate change and self-regulate in the face of the damage bei
e  Peter Singer has critiqued the idea of Gaia, arguing that is wrong to attribut
non-sentient being and meaningless to talk about such things as having des
e  Lovelock himself challenges the hypothesis in his later book Gaia: A New L¢
argues that while the environment may appear to respond to events in a wa
this does not constitute the desire to do so. This may not be the best way to
works.

9. Students here should show researched knowledge of a specific Christian charity,
Christian teaching of stewardship and conservation within the charity. They sha
knowledge of Christian motivations towards stewardship and how this is display
details that would be relevant here would be any mention the charity gives of Go
environmental efforts - any notions of creation of stewardship / creation as a gi

=% B COPYRIGHT
v PROTECTED

9
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1.2 Equality

Race
Disability
Gender
Sexuality

2. 1. Strict (or simple) equality: Everyone has the same amount of goods (mong¢
2. Equality of need: Summed up by Marx’s proclamation that goods (resource
‘from each according to his ability, to each according to his need’. The idea
achieved by satisfying people’s needs. This solves the problem raised earlie

who have greater needs should simply receive more resources.
3. Equality of desert: Goods (resources, money) shc- 'w e distributed to the
(equally, the phrase just deserts refers to tzes un -3 meht a person deserve
put in the most effort, produce thz © hos ‘the greatest talents) deserve

3. Anyrelevant Bible versz.« ~. ;‘l'_*;pcrr'vei‘ses will be accepted. For example:
a) ‘Theregs neii’+ ',J \ o+ Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male
CEEEIR s  2iatians 3:28

b) ‘OWeEEd, , indeed We have created you from male and female and made you
kno' one another Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the m¢

is Knowing and Acquainted.” Qur’an 49:13

4. Biblical verses can be found which emphasise that all races are of equal value to G
read the parable of the good Samaritan as a criticism of racist attitudes. Jews ang
yet, Jesus tells his Jewish audience approvingly, it was the Samaritan who helped th
road.

This would be likely to have challenged any prejudices those listening held while e
good Christian is their capacity to aid the stranger, whoever they might be. The m¢
heart of Martin Luther King’s thinking about racial equality.

The Old Testament is slightly more complex: it emerged from an ancient world wi
features several discussions of how slaves should be treated. Historically, some eler
slavery, while others have opposed it (for example, William Wilberforce, a signific
movement, was a devout Christian). Today, few Christians would support the prac

wn

5. Students could give any of the following reasons for gender equality within Chri
. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male
Christ Jesus. [Galatians 3:28] (or other relevant Bible verse)

e  Many modern Christians point out that the way Jesus lived his life is somew

as he allowed women to travel with him (although none became apostles).

e  Some Christians point to figures such as Mary Magdalene who play a key pa

e  Some Christians argue that women were among the first to discover that Je
Gospels. On this basis, it is argued that they were among the first to evangel
interpreted as giving women importance.

Students could give any of the followirzr = on. or gender inequality within Ch

e  Some Christians belleve rL S clidngs of the Bible suggest that men an¢
roles. y B

e  Forimaance ) Gu 513, God creates Eve as a ‘helper’ for Adam (Genesis 2:1
fc

in; 1) tne serpent and tasting the forbidden fruit, an action which 1
th in of Eden. Historically, this story has been invoked to justify the h
Some Christian groups have taken this to mean that women should be const
being a mother. Groups such as the Quiverfull movement promote this idea

AS Level Edexcel Topic on a Page: Philosophy of Religion Paper 2: Answers Page 4 of 17
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Marks
Level Answer Description
evel | | varded swer Descriptio
0 0 e  No content within the answer which is relevant or a
e Ademonstration of limited knowledge. Relevantla
1 1-2 with their correct meaning / in their correct context

. Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with son
e  Answer only gives a shallow understanding of releva

e  Agood demonstration of knowledge on the topic, m¢
specific terms and words, with some mistakes.
2 3-5 e  Generally good examples of religious ideas/beliefs, f
incorrect statements.
e  Develops knowledgf_i)’;& "a_}tw sideas and beliefs to

e Far-reachino’ r yw 7 ge demonstrated with correc
cortia i v th riughout answer.

3 6-8 = % wilcrange of examples of religious ideas/beliefs,
o o il P . .
2 weep development of religious ideas and beliefs to d
" “ understanding.

Students here should use their knowledge and their own opinion to answer the ¢
the following points; however, any reasoned argument which is relevant to the
e Joni Eareckson Tada is a Christian who was paralysed from the neck down ¢
e  Asboth a Christian and a disabled individual, she is vocal regarding the opi
within the Church towards disability.
. She has been active in the mission field within Christianity, as she has devot
‘delivered over 100,000 wheelchairs and Bibles to needy disabled persons i
e Inher books and lectures, Tada confronts suffering specifically as a way to ¢
people in light of views of the Church, such as Jesus’ healing miracles, as wel
evil.
e  How can an all-loving, all-powerful God allow innocent people to suffer? Ta
suffering because it draws us closer to God.
e By facing hardship, we can see a need for Christ in our lives. She states that
aids’ for the Church.
e Inother words, they demonstrate to the rest of the congregation how suffer
Hence, it is vital for disabled people to be an integral part of the Church - thi
whole is vital to a well-rounded and nuanced view within the church of suff
e  They should show engagement with her beliefs regarding the way in which
and engaged with within the Church.

Y

=

7.  Students should show awareness about who Dr Martin Luther King Jr was, and h
include his dedication to peaceful protest, with give examples such as his role in |

e & COPYRIGHT
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2 A Study of Three Ethical Theories

2.1 Utilitarianism

1. c) Bentham (1)

2. Students could give and explain any of the following examples:
e  USuse of nuclear weapons in WWII: towards the end of the Second World }
possession the most devastating weapon yet devised by humankind: the at¢

of the war, the choice was, as Truman saw it, between dropping the bomb a
beginning a lengthy ground invasion that could potentially see hundreds of
sides die. ‘

e  Triage and quality adjusted life years: this izt e . ot atilitarianism by me
which patients to treat first. They talz= nt :ar svant two key factors: (i) how

to live if they receive the trez.0 nt 2 i) the quality of life they can expe

e  Effective altruism: 2 ¢ = 5m') rury movement whose mission is ‘to foster p
analysis tobel « £ niuch as possible’, with the ultimate aim of creatin

hq 14 ha, ;,,‘,:.fllled and free’.

¥ nown as the founder of utilitarianism. He argued that humans are r
developed the ethical theory of utilitarianism. It is the idea that the most ethical thi
utility - creating the greatest happiness for the greatest number. He developed th
measure this to judge actions.

For Bentham, all pleasures were in a sense equal. Mill, on the other hand, was muc}
of pleasure. Another aspect of Bentham’s philosophy, which Mill rejected outright,
Mill argued that happiness was ‘much too complex and indefinite’ to be calculated
posited higher/lower pleasures. He placed art and philosophy over alcohol and sé
pleasures.

4. Students could give any three of the following details:
e  Development of the postal system that allowed anyone to send a letter.
e  Prison reform - in the later 1700s, attitudes to prisons began to change thr
Elizabeth Fry and John Howard who promoted better conditions in prisons
rather than punishment.
e  The abolition of slavery in 1833 - made slavery illegal in Britain. Reform Bi
and meant more men could vote.
e  Factory Act of 1833 - banned children under the age of nine from working i
number of hours all children could work.
e  Factory Act of 1847 - banned all children and women from working for mao

5. A-Act
B - Rule

6. Students should here define the hedonic calculus, incluZ:i; ‘he following details
developed by ] Bentham to gauge the moral valu, 'f th fi’ou-ﬁbased on the action
conditions.

i

N

7. a)intensity, b) duration -} = féi?l 7,d) 'ﬁrépinquity, e) fecundity, f) purity, g) ex

8. a) A Dl :_L,mghﬂerApleasure is philosophy.
b) Al le of a lower pleasure is eating.
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Marks I
Level Awarded Answer Descriptic
0 0 . No content within the answer which is relevant
o A small range of demonstrated knowledge, rel¢
1-5 (AS) o : :
1 1-4 used not within their correct meaning/context
(A Level) . Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, wit
. Very few judgements made and these are supp¢
. A demonstration of limited knowledge on the t¢
6-10 (AS) o X .
9 5-8 of specific terms and words, with some mistake
. Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with
(A Level)
. Some judgements made v t these are not fully
. Good demons’ it 51 ) f{nuwledge demonstrat
3 11-15 (AS) and langire g with continuity throughout
9-12 o il ’mé‘aw»orreligious ideas/beliefs, with some
(ALevel .~ bitnotall.
- | +©  Some judgements made, mostly supported by &

. A demonstration of strong knowledge on the to

effective use of specific terms and words in the
. Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide
(ALevel) | Logical judgements made on most parts of the
supported by evidence.

. A demonstration of strong knowledge on the t

5(A effective use of specific terms and words in the
17-20 . ) . . .

Level . Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logica

(A Level) C o

only) . Logical judgements made on all parts of the que

comprehensively supported by evidence.

=

Students here should use their knowledge and their own opinion to answer the ¢
the following points; however, any reasoned argument which is relevant to the ¢
e  Utilitarianism is largely inconsistent with religious morality because it does
source of moral knowledge.
e  The value of happiness and pleasure is also contrary to many Christian tea¢
teachings), which often teach the value of suffering, such as was demonstra
Cross.
° Christian ethics, such as situation ethics, emphasises the importance of shay
rather than happiness.
e  Other forms of Christian ethical practice, including natural law, emphasise ¢
as a duty (deontological) rather than the end of happiness.
e  Specifically, Catholic ethical teaching through natural moral law emphasises
strongly rejects teleological and relativist understandings of morality.
e The end of happiness may be seen as being contradictory to some religious be¢
for the sake of others in Christianity, for example, may come into conflict wit

e Further conflict with religious ideas may come a0~ tf. » idea of the benefit
e  Many religions, including Chrlstlamtv am has o7 cie 1mportance of kindnes COPYRIGHT
marginalised as being central fo it . uca;’teachmg PROTECTED

e Inutilitarian teaching € a1 & ¢.ity 1s benefited by the persecution of the
be moral howes a4 ¢ 1. .uot'the case in many religions.

ni | ~i'be considered to be compared easily to some aspects ¢

rocing between the utility principle and the Golden Rule.

ide a general, cover-all statement about how to act in any given m .
they teach is different and, some might argue, opposed. |9

e  Utilitarianism is also a secular method of ethics which makes no mention of
ideas and forms of ethics are based on religious texts and ideas of the wants 09

e  Oneissue is that under act utilitarianism, theoretically any action can be jus .
ority Education

. This is an idea that, within religion, does not measure up, as there are manj
which are forbidden no matter the circumstance.

. However, utilitarianism is a consequentialist form of ethics which in some ¥
forms of ethics. For example, situation ethics within Christianity is also a ca
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10. Here students should use their own words to explain the trolley problem in orde
understand the concept. In general, a description of the philosophical problem s
train being on the track, and the dilemma of having to choose whether to pull a I¢
direction of a train. Either way, people will die, but one option involves a higher
involves fewer people dying. Below is a description of the trolley problem for me

i

My house is quite close to the train station, so I usually follow the track when I wall
was passing, I heard a lot of screaming off in the distance. As I drew closer, I could
like sardines on the rails. Just as in an old western, it looked as though some villain
soon as they spotted me they began desperately calling for help. ‘How? How?!’ I as
barbed wire fence that stood between us. ‘Look!’ they said in unison, jerking their
looking pedestal a few paces to my left, ‘There’s a button on there! Press that butte
we'll all be saved!” I rushed over immediately, but just os- v 5 about to push the b
on the other track, a small figure wrestling with ‘a5' wr _tonas. ‘Hey!” I shouted to
voice, ‘Don’t you know there’s somebod:i.2l. - ‘ea 'on the other side of the tracks
Yes,” one of them said, but plec..; 1 ~ < Jefive of us and only one of him!’
My finger hovered over t’ i .« 21 Indecision.

‘Quick!’ thomvell > + 1y, ;1 ne cruly panicked, ‘The train, oh God, the train, it’s cominj

e & COPYRIGHT
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2.2 Situation Ethics

1. JA Robinson developed a new form of Christian ethics for a new generation. It recc
mature enough to make decisions for themselves; this is known as ‘Man come of A:
examples of where Jesus rejects a B: legalistic, deontological approach to ethics in
C: teleological approach where love is shown. This is the love Jesus meant. This is
concerned with the D: outcome. The example he uses in putting forward his argu

2.  Strengths:
It responds to social and moral change.
It is in keeping with Jesus’ biblical rejection of legalism.
It provides flexibility and responsibility.
Agape is widely considered to be desirable.

o’
=

Weaknesses: o i s
Pope Pius XII criticised it ard in} ) s.ied moral law.
Jesus condemned sor s o in_ws'always wrong. Peter Singer (1) argues that sit
gives a Lol ci 1 lunce. It could also be argued that it could be easily man
want r! I ar what is moral. Barclay argues that it creates dangers of moral

3. Asbelow, students gain 1 mark for each for each correct principle they fill in, for

Fundamental Principles

‘Only one thing is intrinsically good; namely love: nothing else at all’

‘The ruling norm of Christian decision is love: nothing else’

‘Love and justice are the same, for justice is love distributed, nothing else’

‘Love wills the neighbour’s good, whether we like him or not’

‘Only the end justifies the means, nothing else’

‘Love’s decisions are made situationally, not prescriptively’

4. d) Agape

5. ‘Thou Shalt love thy neighbour as Thyself’ Matthew 22:38

6.
Fletcher’s four p
. Explanation
presuppositions
. Moral demands should be practical and achieve the
1. | Pragmatism C1
which is love.
2. | Relativism All situations should be assessed on how best to de
) through following moral laws which use the words
Being able to say that ‘GoZ. 4! jve’ on the basis of f&
3. | Positivism experience. The r.7 (@ . At Las to decide, through COPYRIGHT
the most im o< 'ta 't g of all. PROTECTED
. Dl t lac the needs and importance of people |
4. | Personalism g of 4
oi @ evdands of moral laws.
7.  Studer lirciude yany three of the following:
o WG the workforce \
e  Vietnam War Ig
e Kennedy assassination
e  Civil rights movement 09
e  Contraceptive pill .
e  Sexual revolution ECIUCOtIOf]
e Hippy and student culture
e  Ethical shift away from Christian morals - new morality of the twentieth cei
11966 Situation Ethics: The New Morality, Philadelphia: Westminster Press
AS Level Edexcel Topic on a Page: Philosophy of Religion Paper 2: Answers Page 9 of 17




Students should give the following three Bible verses used by Robinson to put fo

Mark 2:27
Luke 17:11-19
John 8:7

Level Answer Description

Marks
Awarded

0 . No content within the answer which is relevant or abl

e A demonstration of limited knowledge. Relevant lang
their correct meaning / in their correct context.
e Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with somg

1-2

o=

e  Answer only gives a shal'z:» " ia rstanding of releva

e Agooddemonchiti n o} owledge on the topic, mak
terms 23! Wo L, vith some mistakes.
3-5 o g érg; J guo’d éxamples of religious ideas/beliefs, p
i _oirect statements.
<" Develops knowledge of religious ideas and beliefs to d

e  Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with correct te
continuity throughout answer.
e A wide range of examples of religious ideas/beliefs, w
o  Deep development of religious ideas and beliefs to der
understanding.

Students here should use their knowledge and their own opinion to answer the ¢
the following points; however, any reasoned argument which is relevant to the ¢

One of the most well-known applications of situation ethics is to the ethica
Situation ethics is a moral philosophy developed by Joseph Fletcher in the &
and cultural move away from traditional understandings of Christian ethics;
Robinson rejected the traditional Christian teaching that divorce was immai
God because marriage constituted a supernatural bond that could not be b
Robinson believed such thinking was out of date and rejected the possibility
occurrences.
Robinson argued that in situations of divorce Christian teaching should be &
Therefore, in situations where agape is better shown through allowing divo:
should be set aside.
Such situations could include where the ‘emotional and spiritual welfare’ of
is suffering through the continuation of the marriage.
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2.3 Natural Moral Law

1. Aristotle formed the classical foundation which was based around telos and euda
biblical foundation. Aquinas took up Aristotle’s idea of a final cause and combined
God. He believed that morality could be derived from two different sources - the B
precepts, the primary precepts and the secondary precepts in order to posit his id

Hoose argued that we should generally follow natural moral law until there is a
mean it was fair to temporarily set aside these rules. Therefore, acts are not inhg
proportionalism.

2. For example:

Absolutism: Absolutist theories of ethics state that one verv'\ of morality holds in
people; it is universal P
Legalism: At the simplest level, legahsm con e na’ 2Jod as saying that when it
our decisions based on previously Pffv (s e aws

b i

3. e Proportlonahcv‘r s ot el theory most commonly associated with Berna

15 ¢ . o attractive middle way between the absolutism of natural

ote that it cannot ever be moral to go against a principle, unless y¢

nal reason in order to justify doing so.

. ThlS means that we should generally follow natural moral law until there is
mean it was fair to temporarily set aside these rules. Therefore, acts are ng

e  Problems arise, however, in deciding what constitutes a proportionate reason
Proportionalists do not provide a method for calculating this.

e  Itis, therefore, left up to the judgement of the individual involved. Proporti
situation it becomes clear what a proportionate reason is. In certain situat
to agree this to be the case, such as when a murderer is looking to kill your
is hiding.

4. e Eudaimonia is a concept developed by Aristotle.
e [tcan be roughly translated as ‘good living’ or ‘human flourishing’.
e [tis one of two key concepts borrowed from Aristotle by Aquinas to help de

5. e  Primary precepts - fundamental rules which cannot be broken and which for
e  Secondary precepts - rules which were developed from the primary precepts
o  Key precepts - the moral principle from which all else is derived: we should

6. Romans 2:14-16 ‘Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature
a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the req
on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometim
times even defending them. This will take place on the day when God judges people
my gospel declares.’

7. e  The doctrine of double effect holds that a bad consequence does not make a
that bad consequence is not intended.
e  Aclassic example is the case of killing an attacksr  s¢ f-defence. Aquinash

reasoned that it is morally acceptable for - Jiv i« aal to kill in self-defence COPYRIGHT
intention was to preserve thelr O i ‘:au_“r than take away another’s. PROTECTED
. Hoose was the first to foria v 1 imoddce the idea of proportionalism; howe
historically recocn®« « "o tubsolutism had its limitations.
o  Whilgghau'y = ¢ | ‘hat the primary precepts were absolute - they are rule

ti 111 il places - he also recognised that sometimes life throws up si

to without also doing bad. .
8 '9
Marks - Q
Level Awarded Answer Description Ed 9

0 0 . No content within the answer which is relevant or abli ucation
. A demonstration of limited knowledge. Relevant lang)

1 1-2 their correct meaning / in their correct context.
. Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with som¢
. Answer only gives a shallow understanding of relevan

AS Level Edexcel Topic on a Page: Philosophy of Religion Paper 2: Answers Page 11 of 17




Marks -
Level Awarded Answer Description

. A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, mak
terms and words, with some mistakes.
2 3-5 . Generally good examples of religious ideas/beliefs, po
incorrect statements.
. Develops knowledge of religious ideas and beliefs to d

. Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with correct te
continuity throughout answer.

3 6-8 . A wide range of examples of religious ideas/beliefs, w/|
. Deep development of religious ideas and beliefs to de
understanding.

# o &

Students here should use their knowledge z1d 6e)‘g 2.v1r'opinion to answer the g

the following points; however, anv e s i ¢ argument which is relevant to the

e Aquinas’ approach to»1 ah ' ‘ui¢ and its purposes is compatible with an
to reason, whighasl Blnais ‘have and can exercise to make moral decisions

le el *

‘\]ective theory which holds that certain actions are inherently angd

@2 rine of double effect and other adaptations, such as proportiona
degree of flexibility when it comes to dealing with some of life’s more perp

o  Evolutionary neuroscientists such as Steven Pinker may argue that some as
determined genetically. Aquinas might well have taken this to support his i
humankind.

e  Nature does not always seem to be imbued with goodness, e.g. natural disa
questions about to what extent it reveals God’s plan or desire.

e  Atheists are unlikely to follow this supposedly universal ethic because it is't
created the universe and the moral law within it. Itis also based on the pre
and that the purpose of life is to find union with God and his purpose for us

e Aquinas’ focus on reproduction as one of the five primary purposes of huma
couples who cannot reproduce, e.g. because they are infertile.

e Aquinas commits the naturalistic fallacy and attempts to move from an ‘is’ !
God’s will ought to be followed).

e [tisbased on Aquinas’ assumptions and belief in God which he saw as natur
order, which he saw as based on kings and barons, etc. Both these points hi
despite its claims to objectivity, could in fact be culturally relative.

e  Christians might believe that Jesus taught a less legalistic ethical theory and a
love for one’s neighbour. They may, therefore, choose to follow situation ethi

e  Feminist critics may argue that Aquinas is no more than a medieval misogy
the modern world. For instance, the primary precept which commands tha
implicitly assumes that women have a God-given duty to produce children;
by many people to be old-fashioned, if not outright offensive.

o The French existentialist philosopher ] P Sartre famously claimed that ‘exist
the idea that humanity had a purpose (an ‘essence’) before it existed as an u
face of our experience as radically free beings.

w

9. Answers will vary depending on the mod =1 ex ijnc'f:hosen by the individual; ¥
the following aspects of natura! r-» 1 la / heory:
e  Anexplanation of’r‘* 2 ie i issue
e Anexglanatin ooy atis causes a debate regarding natural moral law the

o fo i autions of telos and Eudaimonia and how these apply to natur

ey precepts

e primary precepts

The role of this issue as being potentially a secondary precept

The potential for a double effect situation within this particular issue

euthanasia, this is an area of debate)

Hoose’s ideas of proportionalism

o John Finnis and Germain Griesz’s new natural law theory

D

O
O
@)
@)

o
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3 Application of Ethical Theories to Issues of Importance

3.1 War and Peace

1. b) Conditions for ensuring justice after war
2. ¢) Justintention

3. Students could give any three of the following strengths:
e Itis practical and realistic because it recognises that war is sometimes necé

but encourages ethical behaviour when it does occur.

e [tattempts to introduce ethics into an area where it is 2rguably most need¢
suffering and harm. :

e  Ethics should not be abandoned because i cdi h' 8 fflcult to enforce its prir

Just because some countries waggi tw «+$ does not mean the idea of en

be given up on. g j =

e  The principles b 2 ~; P Lagh theory have gained widespread internationa
theizgges = <1 () tre 'international law about how groups should conduy

c -5 1egal’ war.

o It sets out comprehensive and clear principles that are relevant in nearly all
. It takes into account Christian ideas of justice, defence of the weak and the 1}

Students could give any three of the following weaknesses:
e Nations will not follow just war theory because some opponents, such as te
would mean following it would put them at a disadvantage.
War is too complex to be governed by such simplistic principles.
No aspect of the theory helps to ensure that it will actually be followed.
The theory is too open and can be used by anyone to justify their war.
Vardy argues that just war theory is impractical and asks too much of those
McMahan argues that states have to show partiality (preference) to their o¥
cannot be impartial in their assessment of whether waging war or their coni
‘family loyalty’ a government has to its citizens makes their view biased.
e R Holmes in On War and Morality argues that the idea of a just war encoura
and psychological effect of suggesting that war can sometimes be acceptab
to dignify war by regulating it. Without just war theory all wars would be c¢
maybe fewer would occur.
o  Henry Shue questions whether or not war can ever be ethically justified.
e  Walter Wink argues that the nature of attempting to beat one’s opponent dt
fair or equal and, therefore, it is unethical.
e  The oddness that there are rules about how to ethically navigate a situation
inflicting harm on ,and even killing, other human beings; the nature of just s
contradictory to what we would normally consider to be ethical.

4. Just war theory is rooted firmly in Christian thought (Aquir«: ind A Aristotle), and
Protestant Churches today. Just war theory covers thy e . ~as - jus ad bellum, jus i COPYRIGHT
bellum refers to the reasons why beginning = “ra, m )“.,«oe Justified. These include h
declared by a just B authority; a ir:=. 1 ‘er .« 1., proportionality; last resort; likelihogi PROTECTED
justice. Jus in bello is the cri*: in n, vstice ‘within a conflict. It includes the principle:
discrimination. Jus ta b du s the criterion for behaviour after a war to ensure t

Pacifisi® The belief that all war and violence is wrong because it is wr |9

The belief that war is always wrong and can never be justifi
idea of just war on the basis that no war can be just. 09

Education

Absolute pacifism

Relative pacifism | The belief that war is wrong but can be justified if it is the

o

The belief that war can be justified except when nuclear we
Nuclear pacifism | pacifists believe the use of nuclear weapons is unjustified b
large-scale death and destruction.

o

Actively encouraging peace through campaigning, lobbying

Active pacifism public and political support.
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6. Students could give any of the following answers:
o  Nuclear weaponry raises special concerns in the morality of warfare due t¢
e [tcan be said to cause undue harm to the individuals who are affected by th

genetically through generations in the case of radiation.
e Justwar theory calls for proportional warfare (principle of proportionality)
e  The highlevel of harm caused by an atomic bomb to human beings as well a
e Italso violates the principle of discrimination of jus ad bello in that it is inct
impact of an atomic bomb, meaning that it will unduly affect civilians as wel
e It could be argued that the long-lasting effects of nuclear weapons is unjust
principle of proportionality in jus post bellum also.
e  For example, many people descended from those who were part of the atoix
higher risk of cancer, which has been linked to radiation from the bomb.

7. g

i -

Marks G
Level ; = Answer Description

Awarded B T B p
e |
0 0 o c1.cent within the answer which is relevant or 4
R -

o A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant

1 -i_;}},f within their correct meaning/context.
A Level) e Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with bas
e Very few judgements made and these are supported
6-10 (AS) e A defn.onstration of limited ].mowledge on the topic,
2 5-8 specific terms and words, with some mistakes.
(A Level) e Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some
e Some judgements made but these are not fully supp
11-15 e Good demonstra’Fion of knowledge demonstrated wi
3 (AS) language used with continuity throughout answer.
9-12 e Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logice
(A Level) not all.. '
e Some judgements made, mostly supported by evider
16-20 e A derr_lonstration of §t_rong knowledge on lthe tqpic, r
(AS) effective use of specific terms and words in their cor
4 13-16 e Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide rang
(A Level) e Logical judgements made on most parts of the quest
supported by evidence.
e A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic,
5(A 17-20 use of specific terms and words in their correct conti
Level (A Level) e Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical link:
only) e Logical judgements made on all parts of the question
supported by evidence.

Students here should use their knowledge and their own opinion to answer the ¢
the following points; however, any reasoned argument which is relevant to the ¢
e  Pacifism is the belief that any war or Violencg -0 .au er the context - is Wi COPYRIGHT
e Under pacifism, any violence or war - <ve ‘1f 1 ='.fied, or in order to stop t}

most extreme form of peace. . L PROTECTED

2

Strengths:

o Pogally il - ,,u bjéll people, should theoretically avoid any and all fou
o Ti >, Lnder complete pacifism, the suffering caused by war and conflig

e Rej g some religious practices, pacifism would fit well with some religi .
Jesus states that the peacemakers are blessed and, therefore, this approach |9
people globally as Christianity as a faith makes up a large chunk of the globa

e  Pacifists being involved in discussions or debates about war could be usefu 09
arguing against it - their presence (as a minimum) and their arguments wat ECIUCGtiOf]

undue wars.
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Weaknesses:

e  The most common argument against pacifism is that, if everyone were a pac¢
defend against aggressors in order to bring about a peaceful and just state @

e Forexample, innocent people could not be defended from genocide or the §j

e Itcould also make a country at risk of invasion or exploitation because others k

e  Christian realism argues against pacifism on the basis that the corrupt natu
inevitable and necessary in order to keep and maintain a just and ordered si

° It is important, however, to know that wars must be just and follow the crite

e  States have a duty and responsibility to go to war when this is under threat
God’s will and restore the order that should be in the world.

e  States have a responsibility to protect civilians to ensure continued freedon
Pacifism may lead to a lack of protection for civilians.

e  Pacifism might also be critiqued by those who sug;zew‘r hat, historically, wai
advancement. i, g

e  For example, refinements to the jet engine fn;}', ~.n'the Second World War
space exploration in the follov:rg'c = o es. -

e However, we might w=a ‘er'v h ‘Lier war simply accelerates technological ¢
research fundin % wic” . vuld be achieved by other means) rather than give
nogellw 5 - eated.

& (| include any of the following points in order to evaluate the Iraq ¥

UK Involvement in the 2003 Iraq War

A coalition of nations, led by the United States, invaded Iraq in 2003
dictatorial leader, Saddam Hussein, was in possession of weapons of

Outline | . . . . .
of the immediate danger to the US and its allies. Hussein was removed fron
conflict mass destruction were ever found.2 A new, democratic government

war, between Shia and Sunni insurgents, broke out in the country. I
new Iraqi government attempted to quell the conflict. US troops wit
continues.

The Chilcot Report3 on the 2003 Iraq War, seven years in the makin
It found that ‘the UK chose to join the invasion of Iraq before the pea
had been exhausted. Military action at that time was not a last resor
contravened at least one of the key conditions of jus ad bellum.

R

e

Jus ad | Notoriously, the UN Security Council did not sanction the United Stat
bellum | invade. Hence, it is questionable whether the 2003 Iraq War was de¢
It is also questionable whether, prior to the war, the architects of the
consideration to whether it would be successful. The Chilcot Report
British prime minister, ignored warnings that the country could des¢
lacked any clear plan for what would happen after Hussein had been
might conclude that the Iraq War failed Hugo Grotius’s ‘likelihood of
It is estimated that at least 150,000 Iraqi civilians died during the Ira
theorists accept that some civilian deaths are inevitable in any armec
Jusin | hinges on whether the warring parties discriminate between combat
bello | use of ‘precision bombing’ by the coalition might suggest this discrim
acceptance of ‘collateral damage’ raises ques-i' s as to how concern
were about preserving civilian lives ., ©  ~ COPYRIGHT

The Chilcot Report also states ‘h. t L - te “ume UK forces left [raq in 20

J [their] stated ob]ec'r" el 57 PROTECTED
us

post Although W o, sALT need to pass before conclusive judgement cat
wagl ol 1ately did more harm than good, at the present moment:
e \var destabilised the entire region, creating a power vacuum whe
ISIS, were able to thrive. Hundreds of thousands died, and many ma

9
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2 http://www.iraginquiry.org.uk/
3 ibid
4 http://www.iraginquiry.org.uk/media/247010/2016—-09-06-sir-john-chilcots-public-statement.p
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3.2 Sexual Ethics

1. ¢) Marital sex

2. Students could give any two arguments for premarital sex:
e Itisanindividual’s choice when they have sex, and it only affects the indivi¢

Marriage has become less important in today’s society, with more people ch

There can be loving, committed and stable relationships outside of marriage

It is not illegal and is a common occurrence.

Religious teaching is not relevant to atheists or agnostics.

Students could give any two of the following arguments against premarital sex:
° It increases the risk and spread of sexually transmitted diseases, including |
. Judeo-Christian and Islamic traditions condemn it as ir.imoral for scriptural
marriage is best for a harmonious society, for 7.'¢ ez 'ing and for the excli
There can be psychological or emotioral f ‘ob. = & srom having sex outside |
It risks pregnancy in environmet st are (1ot a stable family unit.

3. a) Genesis 38:9-10: Coy =t 19
b) 1 Thegsaloninis =: -4, _senesis 2 24
c) Lg e [ 100 A;.,,LEVIUCUS 20:13

S \vith someone who is not your marriage partner (extramarital se;
and secular ethics as an act that is contrary to the values of fidelity, trust and loya
distress for all involved.

Christianity traditionally condemns extramarital and premarital sex. It is conside
Commandments and contrary to the need for self-control against physical desires
relevant verse e.g. 2 Timothy 1:7]. Sex is considered to be fundamental to marria
made with more than one person because sex makes two people inseparably one fli
relations are, therefore, intended to take place solely within marriage. In such an

can be something to be celebrated, especially when they result in children. Sex wit

5. Students could give any of the following details:

e Jack Dominan is a psychiatrist and Catholic theologian who believes that sex

e  He argues that the Church should accept non-traditional sexual relationship

e  Sex for Dominan is a person-to-person experience. He believes that the con
procreation narrowed the scope of sexual expression too much.

6. Students could give any of the following details:
e  Peter Vardy believes that a modern view of sex is utilitarian and transaction
from which they are looking to get something, rather than something which

o  He believes this is connected to the development of the pill, which has causé
rather than liberating them.

o  He believes that this has caused issues with relationships between men and

be of central importance to human development.

7.  Students could include any of the following details:

e  Christian tradition has held that same-sex relationships are morally wrong

e Thisis due to biblical verses such as Leviticus 20:13 and Leviticus 18:22.

e  While this is the traditional view, that is not alway° 1« case within moderr
believe different things. d COPYRIGHT

e The Catholic Church sees homosexu~! i2lc ion _,...ps as bemg wrong becaus
be. They also see them as cor’*, 9 y Ly wural law, as the possibility of creati PROTECTED
sex sexual acts. i i

e Itgoeson hows & . £y, at homosexuals themselves should not be dis¢
helaall ¢ '« 7 sertheir disorder. Homosexuals ‘must be accepted with |
s v’ Itomosexuals should, however, refrain from all homosexual act
Ch proach Christian perfection’. .

e  The Church of England believes that while homosexuality is not as a desira |9
homosexual individuals should not in any way be discriminated against.

e They recognise abstinence as superior to homosexual sexual acts but accep
conscientiously convinced that a faithful, sexually active relationship with ©
of life God wills for them’.”

oD

MY

Education

5 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a6.htm
6 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a6.htm
7 Issues in Human Sexuality: A Statement by the House of Bishops of the General Synod of the Chu,

(London: Church House Publishing, 1991), p. 48.
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Marks -
Level Awarded Answer Description
0 0 e No content within the answer which is relevant or
e A small range of demonstrated knowledge, releva
1-5 (AS) s . )
not within their correct meaning/context.
1 1-4 . . . . :
(A Level) e Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with bi
e Very few judgements made and these are supporte
e A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topi¢
6-10 (AS) . : .
9 5-8 specific terms and words, with some mistakes.
e Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with som
(A Level) ) .
¢ Some judgements made but’ ese are not fully supj
e Good demonstraticu if 1 1 »wiédge demonstrated
3 11-15 (AS) language e« wi - Jortinuity throughout answer
9-12 o Fuaiiis feerigious ideas/beliefs, with some logi
(ALevel . injza a="
: j- ““Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidi

2“7 e Ademonstration of strong knowledge on the topic
20 (AS) effective use of specific terms and words in their ¢t
4 13-16 e Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide ré

(ALevel) |e Logical judgements made on most parts of the quet
supported by evidence.

=

e Ademonstration of strong knowledge on the topic
5(A effective use of specific terms and words in their ¢
17-20 . . . : .

Level e Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical lin
(A Level) o

only) e Logical judgements made on all parts of the quest

comprehensively supported by evidence.

Students here should use their knowledge and their own opinion to answer the g

the following points; however, any reasoned argument which is relevant to the ¢

e  Contraception is the use of a method or device towards the end of preventi
sexual intercourse.

o  There are a variety of different contraception methods from synthetic (the |
natural (rhythm method); however, they all have the same end point - enak
intercourse while diminishing the possibility that the conception of a child ¢

° Today, the Catholic Church condemns the use of contraception, as it does n
open to the possibility of the creation of life, which is against natural moral

° However, it does allow use of the rhythm method, which is the method of a
points during a woman’s menstrual cycle when she is unlikely to get pregna

o  The Bible does not contain any direct instruction on the use or morality of ¢

e  However, some Christians believe that instruction can be interpreted from g
‘God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number”.’

o  The Church of England states that contraception is mo=ally permissible an¢

e [targues thatitis up toa couple’s own consci‘e; > ~a cide on the number COPYRIGHT

e Peter Singer, from a secular utilitarian vie v, c. ~.dérs the contraceptive pil
on sexual relationships between iy o aals.” PROTECTED

e Heargues that while it:a &1t ¢ 1ced towards a good end - the liberation of
sexualisation of uc e T5uudarge level and has resulted in a transactional v

bW o Jresses intimacy.

istian fnovements, such as Quiverfull, consider contraception to be
cide how many children a family has.

Nt

e  Psalm 127:3-5is a verse which Quiverfull uses to support its belief that co '9
that children are a blessing from God, and, therefore, the more childre
blessed you. 09
e In this school of thought, attempting to prevent children from being born by EdUCOtiOﬂ

rejecting blessings from God.
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