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Teacher’s Introduction

The revision summaries in this series are designed to support your students as they study the OCR AS and A Level
Religious Studies specification, and have been designed to cover the major themes and concepts of each topic
point accordingly. This revision summary supports the AS / A Level Year 1 OCR Component 2: Ethics part of the
specification.

All students, whether they are academically strong, average or weak, can benefit from a concise and clearly
explained set of notes to revise from, both as they work through the OCR course and also when preparing for
their end-of-course exams. It is recommended, therefore, that students be given each relevant summary after
learning a topic so that they can clearly understand the summaries and refer back to them when needed.
However, the summaries can also function well as a pack given to students in the run-up to their exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:
v" Glossary: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic

v" Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of discussion
and disagreement

v" Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic — a clear and concise set of notes that help
students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic

v" Key Figures: An important overview of any major philosophical or theological figures students are required
to know

v" Key Texts: A set of notes around any important theological or biblical texts students may require background
information and understanding of

v' Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary and a
way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic
! Note: The checklist is presented in question format and these questions would be ideal to set for
homework or revision so that students can build the skills they need in order to progress to longer
exam-style questions.

v" Exam-style Questions: A practice essay questions with helpful assessment objectives, complete with levelled
mark schemes and indicative content at the end of the resource. These are useful for students approaching
their end-of-year exams or wishing to improve their essay technique on a particular topic.

NB Depending on the figures studied and the required reading, not all topics will have a Key Figures or Key Texts
section.

This structure clearly ensures students have not only a grasp of the key themes of each topic, but also a way to
understand their place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries, especially in helping their recollection of key
topics closer to their end-of-course exams.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Introduction to Ethics

----------------------- G LYo

2 1 1

i ’1 vary depending o

'ea that moral principles s

Absolutism The ethical view that something is right or wrong regardl
Relativism The ethical view that moral a7

Deontological The ethical vieV\i"‘Hz =ic

Teleological L

Objectiw

<l i . aséd on the idea that moral principles s

The 't _
2 x o ices or outcomes of the action

~ Something which can be considered to be factual regardl

individual

Subjective

Something which can be viewed differently depending o

Act A moral choice resulting in a consequence

Consequence The outcome of a situation

Ethics The area of philosophy concerned with what behaviour is
bad

Means The action performed to achieve a particular purpose

Ends The purpose of an action

Moral Actions, behaviour or intentions that are considered goo

Immoral Actions, behaviour or intentions that are considered bad

Maxim A moral rule :

Normative ethics The branch of ethics wvh’ nc ' ;s;;;es what individuals ou
questionsinc'v .o’ stiaoral rules should people follow
pers/r il 2 major topic in this course).

Application '.j:f% ‘L,F;pli'égt;on of ethical thinking to real-world issues, e.

* The branch of ethics which discusses what ethical langua

include, ‘What does it mean to say something is good? a
anything in objective reality?’
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Ethics is an important area of philosophical study and everyd

individual human beings and collective groups make decisions on micro and ma
strongly by the ethical code the individual person or collective subscribes to. Eth
walks of life and, therefore, the understanding of ethics is paramount to success
present in all areas of ideology, including religious and non-religious viewpoint
tradition, e.g. not all secularists are utilitarian, although many are, and not all C
natural moral law.

Key Points

leferent people have different concepts of what constitutes a morally rig

» There is a plethora of different kinds of ethics, coming from both religious
Scholars have over the centuries developed a large number of different et
however, unifying these ideas is the end which they wish to achieve —they
ideas which, if lived by, will achieve morality.

Absolutism and Relativism
» In ethics, absolutism and relativism make claims about the nature of mora

o  Absolutists hold that the nature of morality is such that it admits of n
murder, for example — are always wrong. Thisi<*. :inall cultures, a
situations. Natural law theory, which WI" B2 o] 7;,\“_‘i:‘ss;xd later in the rev
an absolutist theory.

Relativists hold that“‘ ;
partlcular ot

the hlghest good is severing the feet from live rabbits, and yours is that an
can ever establish that our own position is superior, or the other’s inferior
openly identify themselves as relativists; in fact, it is more often used as a
critics say, is to be self-defeating: if we can never say one position is bette
philosophy at all? The existence of human rights enshrined in internationa
sexual, racial and gender equality, is often pointed to as clear evidence tha
but is, in fact, desirable. Meanwhile, defending the claim that a country w
country with slavery is a challenge for even the most radical of thinkers.

»  Furthermore, the two are, for the majority of the time, opposite ends of a
thoughts, ideas and ethical methodologies sit.
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Deontological and Teleological Truth
> These two forms of ethics differ on the basis of what should drive an ethical :

» Forms of deontological ethics hold that ethics is based on a moral duty, usu
Deontological ethics are ethics such as Kantian ethics, developed by Imman
later. There are certain maxims which are considered to be moral duties.
then it does not matter what the outcome of the it 1 is: the action its
and, therefore, the choice made is considere via 7 .

» Teleological ethicsis a form of c 220+ “w 1 zivis dictated based on the outco
an example of this bec~ » - 5e 7 vdness of an action is measured in the co

O .
ol 9
a\ﬁ‘)ﬂo

Objectivel&e®th and Subjective Truth

»  Truth is a tricky thing, and within ethics and philosophical discussion it is an
tackle.

» Something which is objective is something which does not change dependi
who is looking at or addressing the idea. For example, you might consider
objective good. However, it is actually a subjective statement, as for some

»  Subjectivity is the understanding of a statement or idea from an individual
the situation, viewpoints, etc. of an individual when understanding an idea

Student Checklist

~~~~~ 1 some Good
& idea Idea

What Do | Knov:".

ithdé' term ‘ethics’?

How important is ethics?

How is ethics developed?

What is absolutism?

What is relativism?

What is meant by ‘deontological’?

What is meant by ‘teleclogical’? o

What is an objective statemer:’

What is a
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Natural Law

R cllL|o

2 1 1

Aristotle Greek philosopher who first posited the ide

Thomas Aquinas Theologian who dev’ d natural moral law

Telos ‘ Loor ‘burpose’

Four tiers . i zrsidea that there are four different

Precepts “ ’ A set of ideas posited by Aquinas regarding

Eternal k The idea of the principles and rules made b

> of the universe. These are only known by G

Divine faw The idea of the principles and rules made b
to humanity through the Bible

Natural law The idea of laws made by God which are no
humans are able to discover through their

Human law The idea of the laws made by humans whic
laws which govern a country

Divine law theory The idea that ethical theories are taken fro

Summa Theologica The text written by Aquinas in which his id

written

Catechism of the Catholic Church A document which contains all the major te

The Bible A collection of texte.:

i h make up Scriptu

Reason The hurran ibil © ¢

, u «nat an action with one intention
vnsequence ~ it has more than one effect

Doctrine of double effect

The intentional ending of a pregnancy viam

The intentional ending of a life due to suffe
to their wishes or because it is considered

Naturalistic fallacy A criticism of the natural law argument; tha
about God with ‘ought’ ideas about God

Absolutism The ethical view that something is right or

Legalistic Specifiying certain rules or criteria for mora
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Telos: Aristotle and Aqui

Overview
Natural moral law is a traditionally held religious theory of la

precepts based on biblical principles which was originally conceived of and wri
Natural moral law theory is both legalistic {it specifies CEI’TCIII"I rules for moral
that these rules are universal).

The principles on which this natural mor=' [« w. “,,,A‘ev'e;ldped were influenced
Aristotle’s philosophy — specifice !t v« *h L gnifs on telos.

Telos in Aristoﬂc

» Telos is a Greek term which means ‘end’ or ‘purpose’.

» It was from the works of Greek philosopher Aristotle. Aquinas borrowed t
order to develop his natural law theory, eudemonia and telos, but for the
will focus on telos.

» The concept of telos has its origins in Aristotle’s metaphysics, the arm of p
understanding the ultimate nature of reality. One of Aristotle’s most signi
is that for anything to exist it must have four causes:

1. a material cause, e.g. the bronze of a statue
2. aformal cause, e.g. the shape of a statue

3. an efficient cause, e.g. the artist who m7 v th fatije

4. afinal cause, e.g. forthe st~ tc ; - Jeautlful

wh:ch is of the most importance. Thisis t
~ied and the purpose which it should rightly fulfil. Th
: ‘tiy tolfilled clearly can be seen as an influencing factor in the

» ltis the "fmal cause

>  One of the reasons Aristotle was so attractive to Aquinas was the former’s
harmonious universe, where nature has a clear logic and — crucially — a cre
Philosophy of Religion, you will encounter Aquinas’s version of the cosmol
done with his natural law theory, in this argument Aquinas was developing
writings of Aristotle.

St Thomas Aquinas

» Natural moral law theory is most closely associated with the medieval Cat
theologian St Thomas Aquinas.

»  Natural moral law, as it is understood today, is built un~ the twin pillars o
Aristotle and the Bible, heavily influenced by the it . w0, 2 and ideas of St
Aquinas. His work is even referencer’ ho1e " itan and the Catechism of
Catholic Church in teachings 77 < - 2w

» Hereasoned that ¢ % A{ - dve a natural purpose towards which God wa
T ‘,k v pose or telos, will bring humans into unity and fello
= 'enable the reaching of the highest human potential.

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 6 of

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Telos in Natural Law

There were two sources Aquinas believed that humans could use to under
humanity:
1. The Bible and the world

The Bible is considered revelation, so it reveals or shows something a
God’s moral law because it was designed by God and, therefore, has sig

2. Reason

_iNi 1 reason to gain
“actions would fulfil

Aquinas believed very strongly in the abiliﬂ/ o
argued that through reason we co*'c kr'»

“ c,actate of reason is equivalent to c

4 N

On reason, he wrote: ‘To dIS” G
(11, 19, 4) r

Aquinzg¥ilve 1 . oatimanity was given reason and freedom by God so

)atural purpose. All humans had the ability to reason, which

natural .,uraf law if they chose to.

Aquinas believed that everyone has a specific purpose unique to them tha
skills and talents given to them by God.

In arguing this, Aquinas was something of a revolutionary. Earlier theologi
that the Fall had corrupted mankind’s nature and the inherent order in th
humanity could not use reason to know anything about God. Humanity ha
and become too corrupted to have the ability to learn about God’s will. A
accepting the radical implications of the Fall, did not interpret it this drasti
was still intact enough to be used for the purpose of understanding and ac

Ideas about morality, or moral rules, therefore, come from inside human bein
these ideas in turn come from God, according to Aquinas, because God made

»  The telos of human beings influenced Aquinz ;- nL regardlng the prec
text Summa Theologica and whtch V. i ls\.wsed in the next section of t

» The way in which Aqumat aev S ’mman bemgs naturally have purpose,

A use for human life, informs Aquinas’s concep

»  Practic: -%ple: If we take the example of euthanasia, the telos of huma
life in accordance with Aquinas’s thoughts on the primary precepts, which
if we accept that euthanasia is ending a human life (regardless of our view
can be said to be in violation of natural moral law as it is going against one
the human telos of preservation of life.

»  Furthermore, if we take the example of the issue of abortion, the telos of
promote life on the basis of Aquinas’s primary precept. Another telos wou
reproduction. Therefore, abortion, in natural law, would go against the pr
ends a pregnancy. There are other ways in which the issue of abortion co
beyond the specification but is worth investigating if you are interested.

The Four Tiers of Law

In the writings of Aquinas, there are four different [z 5 !

hierarchy, with certain laws which are abf‘ L 5& z lney are as follows:

1. Eternal law —the prmczplP"
only known by Gor‘

2. Divine

[ oﬂ
Bible. {

3. Natural |aw laws made by God which are not revealed in Scripture, but
through their use of reason.

4. Human law — the laws made by humans which govern humans —for exam

The US constitution is an example of human law.
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Key Figures

Aristotle

» The influential and famous Greek philosopher Aristotle (384—322 BCE) posit
eudemonia in his own works.

»  Both of these ideas proved hugely influential for St T . 1. 35 Aquinas in the
Theologica, in which he posited his form r‘f roads ﬂ F .

»  His work included the |deas of i ,zudemoma, both of which influen
Aquinas on natural 17—“'\

> The reason Aqumas is considered such an important figure in the history of
the thought of the pre-Christian Aristotle with biblical teaching.

» Aquinas used the teachings of Aristotle in order to formally write what is n
natural law. He is remembered as an extremely important theologian.

» His influential works include Summa Theologica, in which he posited his ‘fiv
God’s existence, including the cosmological and teleological arguments, tw
which continue to be debated among philosophers and theologians to this

»  After the collapse of the Ancient Greek and Roman civilisations (the ‘Classi
Aristotle’s works had, for a long time, been almost entirely lost to Europea

»  Fortunately, some of his writing had been preserved by Arabic scholars in t
Ages and, by the twelfth century, these works had grac‘ ' Hy begun to spre
Europe. T4 ¢

»  Due to his keen interest in these tre o a0, mq:Ui'r;as became a leading fig
scholasticism. This was a3 adl a iy of domg theology that developed
motlvated by the e ‘«d to systematise all Christian theology and

pti 1 s “.hé use of reason was a defining feature of scholastic

Jt exactly what Church doctrine should be.

Key Texts
Avristotle Physics 113

» In this work, Aristotle posited his idea of telos as being one of the four caus
the world, telos being the end or purpose he believed one could observe thi::
reason behind why things exist in life, e.g. a table exists in order to have th
purpose of individuals using it to eat dinner.

Sumimia Theologica, 1-11, St Thomas Aquinas

»  Thisis the text in which Aquinas famously positer' =i - v glproofs of God’s e
is also the text that contains his ideas on ~at fal =~ rai law.
» Itis in this text that he puts forw" Cam Lw,pré‘é’ept, primary precepts and

Catechism of th- © . Jb. e »hm‘ck

g 9
1199;‘0“ oi The Cathohc Church is a document in which all of the teacl
i vﬂ 'ch are traditionally contained.
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» Below are two quotes which highlight the ideas and teachings regarding na
Catechism of the Catholic Church:

The natural law is a participation in God’s wisdom and goodness by man for
expresses the dignity of the human person and forms the basis of his

The natural law is immuitable, permanent throughout history. The rules the:
valid. It is a necessary foundation . .. > erection of mora
Romans 1:20 Nl " I

» Inthis passage St Paul, theautb-. ¢ :ﬁrijt,bu'k ofﬂRomans, is describing how G
his creation of the worl”. = 7, *h 1 tore, people have no excuse not to follow
around ug :

For 51 =
Wioes

gcréatton of the world God’s invisible qualities — his eternal po
& o .
clear| X251, being understood from what has been made, so that people are «

Romans 2:14—-16

» In this passage, St Paul is describing how Gentiles (non-Jews) know the law
existing Jewish law, but through their own hearts or conscience. Paul is ap
knows the natural moral law because God instilled it in everyone. This latt
what Aquinas says about ethics.

Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things requir
themselves, even though they do not have the law. (Romans 2:14-16)

Student Checklist
¥ {Some Idea | Good |
What Do | Know? o | e & ©

What is the zegani.« 1+ : world

How do Aris™tie’s ideas link to natural
moral faw?

Who first formally put forward the idea
of natural moral law?

What two qualities does Aquinas believe
that God has given human beings?

How does natural law impact the
Catholic Church’s view on abortion?

How does natural law impact the
Catholic Church’s view on euthanasia?

Which official church document was
heavily influenced by the idea of natural_
law? gl L

How does Romans 1:22: 5, L ,_V_,_,;.u-faéa

of natural

How does i #'s 2:14—16 reflect the
idea of natural law?

1 The Catechism of the Catholic Church, Part Three (Life In Christ) Article One: Natural Moral Law
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3sic3al.htm
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The Precepts

Aquinas’s use of Aristotle to develop natural moral law resulte
sets of precepts. These are important, key ideas to natural moral law.

The key precept underpins all of the following precepts, while the primary pre
and absolute. The secondary precepts were then deri2 . 5 the basis of the a
primary precepts as being correct and moral o L7

- @
Within his n ‘aw theory, Aquinas put forward three different sets of prece
understanding’ of the ideas of natural law. A precept is a rule or instruction on
developed by Aquinas in order to enable Christians to make moral choices on d
which are not directly addressed within the Bible, as time and

development have created different moral issues on which there
is no direct teaching in Scripture as these did not exist at the time

at which Christ was teaching. p
con

Key Precept But
po

» At the heart of natural law theory is a single, uncontroversial

moral principle from which all else is derived: H

Primary Precepts

» Aquinas believed that throus a3 o Jze Blble and the world, it became
prlmary precepts f* . <& . lihe basis of natural moral law. Although A
- ive thought the following five rules were the most si

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

¢ to ré’iﬁ;oduce

¢ to educate children

¢ to worship God

¢  to create an orderly, harmonious society

» These rules are absolute and to disobey them is always to do wrong.

Sccondary Precepts

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

»  From these primary precepts, Aquinas argued that moral rules could be ded:
decision-making so that humans can fulfil their natural purpose.

» Vardy describes these secondary precepts as ‘unpacki~. -
what they involve and mean for daily decisior .7 i

the primary prec

»  The secondary precepts also shortt 570 :,gans":t/it character of Aquinas’s
case of deciding which rt' .4 a""‘éb 1 wa given situation.

'9

)
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Ao 4
fits the .nand in the Ten Commandments, ‘You shall not murder’.

»  Similarly, the Catholic Church argues that homosexual sexual acts are imm
reproduction, another primary precept.

2Vardy, P and Grosch, P, The Puzzle of Ethics (London: Harper Collins), p. 38.
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Legalism and Absolutism

»  Absolutism: Absolutist theories of ethics state that one version of morality
and for all people; it is universal. If it is a moral law that persons ‘should no
not steal; whether they are starving, avenging some wrong or desperate fo
just is wrong.

»  Itis the opposite of relativism, which claims that wbe" fomething is good
place, when it happens, and who is involved. it re
wrongness are determined by the bl - A pr tlcular culture (e.g. ‘the Wes

universal.

> However, in the context of Christian theology, of which natural moral law is
meaning.

» Often used pejoratively, it refers to an approach to morality where ‘not just
law reigns’.3 In practice, this may mean strictly obeying biblical laws or rules.
belief that by doing so, one is behaving morally.

» Some thinkers, among them Joseph Fletcher, argue that legalistic ethics do
Christ’s teachings. He subscribed to a system known as Christian situation e
module.

» The two ideas are intertwined: a legalistic code of ethics is often an absolut

» Natural moral law theory is both legalistic (it specifies certam rules for mor
holds that these rules are universal). :

Interpretation in the Clm«- g

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

» The primary precepts, for example, have specifically influenced the teachin
issues such as abortion and euthanasia. Both of these are controversial and
which there is no direct teaching within the Bible; therefore, many Christian
interpretations of traditional texts as well as other sources, such as Aquinas

» Therefore, we can see that on the aforementioned medical ethics issues th
preservation of life are being challenged; therefore, the Church has applied
issues.

COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED
Key Figures

St Thomas Aquinas

v t L m_,_,fpuf’forward the idea of natural mora

»  StThomas Aquinas, as previo:
240 navigate moral dilemmas which might not

preceptsasawayfor 3 s -

'9

el | “e{)‘lﬁ"gfica has been hugely influential in the development
“al Iaw ethics and conscience.

)

Education

3 Fletcher, J, Situation Ethics (London: SCM Press, 1966)
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Key Texts

Summa Theologica

»  This was ane of the most famous works by philosopher and theologian St T
»  This text dates from approximately 1265-1274.

> Inthis text he posited not only his famous five w 4., /G s existence, but
of his idea of natural moral law. .Y

o

» This is the text which is refor i Z,nhe Catechism of the Catholic Church

o 4

Studen Aeéidist

No Some | Good
What Do | Know? Idea Idea Idea

What is a precept?

Why were the precepts developed?

What is the key precept?

What are the primary precepts?

What are the secondary precepts? .

Who is the theologian who first positad

moral law? ™ T -

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

What is megy

In which document were the precepts put
forward?

Are the primary precepts absolutist or relativist?

What is the relationship between the primary
and secondary precepts?

What is an example of how natural law has
influenced church teaching?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Discussion of Issues Raised by N

As established, natural law was first posited by St Thomas Aqu

remains to this day an influential theory in Christian thought, especially within C
important to evaluate this theory as a method of ethics, exqm'nmg the extent to
assessing its strengths and weaknesses.

Natural law is also influential in debates nf “odo- ;
euthanasia}.

Is Natm'al law Useful?

» Inevaluating any ethical theory, the main question that must be posed is
theory is useful in making decisions. It is legalistic and absolutist; therefor
makes large and sweeping claims on issues, with little to no wriggle room.

» Natural law must have some value as it has stood the test of time — it is sti
Church) in their teachings in order to navigate moral decisions. It has also
such philosophers as John Finnis and Germain Grisez who posited new nat

The Doctrine of Double Effect

»  While Aquinas held that the primary precepts were absolute — they are ru
times and in all places — he also recognised that sometirr s life throws up
to do good without also doing bad. o P a2

0 t‘a;;e? in self-defence. Aquinas
A .01 an individual to kill in self-defenc
bwn life rather than take away another’s.

» Aclassic example is the case of killir,
reasoned that it is morallv.yiip 3
intention was to DraE :

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

"‘oe LOWnN as the doctrine of doubie effect, which holds that

anactt geuc“  wrong so long as that bad consegquence is not intended.

Strengths

» Aquinas’s approach to human nature and its purposes is compatible and ¢
reason, which all humans have and can exercise to make moral decisions.
applicable to all.

» Itis an objective theory, which holds that certain actions are inherently an

»  The doctrine of double effect, and other adaptations such as proportiona
degree of flexibility when it comes to dealing with some of life’s more per

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

»  Evolutionary neuroscientists, such as Steven Pinker, may argue that some
determined genetically. Aquinas might well havr L 4 yis to support his
humankind.

Weaknesses

'9

)
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>  Atheists are unhkeiy to follow this supposedly universal ethic because it is
created the universe and the moral law within it. It is also based on the pr
and that the purpose of life is to find union with God and his purpose for u
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» Aquinas’s focus on reproduction as one of the five primary purposes of hu
couples who cannot reproduce, such as because they are infertile.

» Aquinas commits the naturalistic fallacy. This is also known as the is—oug
because something is, it implies it ought to impact other spheres. In this ¢

s’ (God's will) to an ‘ought’ (that God’s will ought to be followed). For ex
contams the verse ‘go forth and multiply’, but Aqumas rr“nmats the natura
humans ought to then go and reproduce. ;

» Itis based on Aquinas’s assumpt:om 20 2hillin God, which he saw as na
order, which he saw as baser’ s, < .7 ard barons, etc. Both these points

; ..-cou|d in fact be culturally relative.

Sheve that Jesus taught a less legalistic ethical theory and
helghbour They may, therefore, choose to follow situation e

hi
3 o
love foi g&\ﬁc‘
»  Feminist critics may argue that Aguinas is no more than a medieval misog
the modern world. For instance, the primary precept which commands th

implicitly assumes that women have a God-given duty to produce children
by many people to be old-fashioned, if not outright offensive.

» The French existentialist philosopher J P Sartre famously claimed that ‘exis
regarding the idea that humanity had a purpose (an ‘essence’) before it ex
assumption in the face of our experience as radically free beings.

Ethical Issues of Conflict regsarding Natural Moral Law
Abortion

»  Pro-life {i.e. anti-abortion) stances can be justified b*-. {eal to the tenets

» Two primary precepts, ‘to preserve Iife’ d ?6': (-fbduee’, can be brough

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

» That said, the doctrine of double effect has often been invoked by the Cat
special circumstances, usually if, by giving birth, the mother’s life is put at

» At such times, although performing an abortion results in a bad conseque
foetus), the intention (to save the mother’s life) is good.

Euthanasia
» Euthanasia always involves ending a life, hence it breaks the primary prece
basis we might conclude that natural law theory holds euthanasia is alway. COPYRIGHT
»  Another primary precept which a natural law theorist may bring to bear o PROTECTED
notion that we should strive to create an orderly, harj"-‘ fious society. Itd
doctors and their purpose {to preserve and ST s dte ‘nagives them a new

takers of life.

» However, itis worth pauc . a ’r‘ﬁﬁ‘w went and considering the doctrine of do Eg
that certain acticn: % h consequences are admissible so long as they
conser; 'ng i posable that some forms of euthanasia would satisfy t 09
s %

which j QM&“ sometlmes when faced with a patient who is in severe p
doctors tiave been known to administer a fatal dose of painkillers. The do
kill the patient (a bad consequence), it is rather simply to put an end to th

Education
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No Idea

Some

Good
Idea ©

What are the strengths of natural law?

L

What are the weaknesses of - " ral 3 s “

Idea ©

o W A
‘alts“t'lc fallacy?

What is th

Why is Aquinas sometimes termed a
misogynist?

What is proportionalism?

What is the doctrine of double effect?

How might natural law theory impact
discussions of abortion?

How might natural Law theory impact
discussions of euthanasia?

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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¢ If you are sitting the AS qualification, please answer the following «;

1. ’Natural law is the best approach to modern ethical issues.” D

¢ If you are sitting the A Level qualificatior, .. : e . nswer the follo

2. Assess the view thatnaf>:1 1a ¢ 1 the best approach fo naviga
modern day. (47 7

1}? = e
i oziﬁon S ©

In your answer you should:

»  Exhibit awareness and comprehension of relevant beliefs, including
¢ the key ideas of natural law and the person of Aquinas
¢  the idea of telos
¢ absolutism
¢ key, primary and secondary precepts

» Assess and evaluate facets of religious approaches and differing ide
impact, such as:

¢ the naturalistic fallacy
issues when natural law does not seem consistent with nature’s r
the clear and concise nature of natural lev

+
*
+  compatibility
+

reqson

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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Situation Ethics

S ——— G .L.O

2 1 1

An ethical system which is flexible to allow forin

ituation ethics : .
St regarding moral ideasan” .= 1s

Uncondition>} e ve:

Agape . .
gap situafievy s

TV: ,.lmé)fé’lxtheory that argues that what is good an
“ commanded by God

Divine command ethics .o

For Fletcher, justice is love distributed. Where lov
therefore, justice.

Where what is good is judged by the consequence

Act-based consequentialism undertakes

Where what is good is judged by the following of v

Rule-based consequentialism R
maximising rules

Important philosopher regarding situation ethics

Joseph Fletcher and four principles.

Propositions Six ideas posited by Fletcher to give a pragmatic

Four working principles put forward in order to h

Principles Lo T :
P situation ethics in a practical way

Antinomianism The view that there are no moral laws or rules. Pe:
spontaneously in each st 20 nto decide what is

s

= aould be based on laws or

Legalism The view tha'm Efé]:,;,
foll> v 4 . i

Caof Fletcher's four principles ~ that moral de
“ achieve the intended outcome or result, which is

Pragmatism

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

One of Fletcher’s four principles — that all situati
best to demonstrate love, rather than through f
the words ‘never’ or ‘always’

One of Fletcher’s four principles — the idea that t

Positivism through their faith in God, that love is the most i

One of Fletcher’s four principles — the demands t

Personalism ; :
people are considered first, not the demands of

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Joseph Fletcher’s Situation

-
Joseph Fletcher (1905—-1991) developed a form of Christian eth

of the time. It was a new Christian ethical approach which was more flexible an
within society. Fletcher believed that the existing form of Christian ethics was f
believed that Jesus himself stood opposed to in his lifetime !'e believed there n
following the development of the ‘Man come of aae’..! 51 y ] A T Robinson, F.
Christian situationalism. He posed his teachir ys 15 | <

L

It is centred around the conce:* o't 3 _p<7'which is unconditional love, which Fle
o/ aaEgospels and Jesus’s teaching due to teaching

Key T’omts/

General Points

» Joseph Fletcher’s ideas about agape and Christian situation ethics built upo

»  Fletcher’s ethics was developed as a result of anethical shift in values withir
change. Events such as the Second World War, the sexual revolution and tk
were among the important changes in society which influenced his thinking

» In his book Situation Ethics (1966), Fletcher puts forward his new form of n
Christian, taking a differing view to the traditional absolutist natural law. U
elements of the Church, Fletcher believed that Bible-thumping and moral ¢
response to these dramatic shifts in social attitudes.

»  Equally, however, he did not think a life unconstrain . . any moral norms
whatsoever was desirable. What was neede /i ‘e ¢ was a marriage of the
the new, a re-evaluation of Chnstlar B thmwould make it fit for a worl
different to the one Aquin=s . 1 o i dpel writers had lived in. What was n
a s:tuatlonalappro- ;

» Inthe” 'vs ) s“uationallsm as long as the interests of agape, unconditior:
served, ié\,ca 1 action can be said to be moral. From agape, maxims are derive

»  Fletcher consudered situationalism a middle way between two equally unattracti
extremes (much as Aristotle considered each virtue to lie between two vices). O
ethic that is completely lacking in any guiding moral principles, a position which n
people should be free to do whatever they see fit in any given situation.

»  Fletcher termed this approach antinomianism, which literally translates from t

» At the opposite end of the spectrum are those moral philosophies which ho
always be made in accordance with a set of strict rules or commands. Fletc
legalism, because, like the legal system, it is concerned with the proper app

Moral extreme

5 Situationalism
Fletcher argues that situation ethics is not
antinomianism because individuals have

Antinomianism
The view that there ¢ o
laws or ; 1

instead . 6;3‘ ":taneousiy in each ‘the ethical maxims of his community and
situation \®Ecide what is right. its heritage’ to draw on. It does not

become legalism because these maxims
can be abandoned if agape love is better
shown another way.

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 18 of
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Agape: One of the Greek words for love. It is an attitude of generosit
expects nothing in return. It is the love Jesus showed humanity.

You shall love your neighbour as yourself
Matthew 27:2 INRSV)

The Historical Backgre- 1o

> The foungaiior:i ‘:A,ll-:ﬁ;@ioﬁ""ethics developed in a time of change worldwi

:;to“'féel they could decide for themselves the right way to be

rules of dvine command ethics, which they saw as outdated.

»  Many social and political events meant that there was an ethical shift occu
to view the traditional Christian approach to ethics (natural moral law) as b
This time saw a shift towards liberal social values in the place of conservati

»  As aresult, when situation ethics was developed, it proved to be hugely p
» The aforementioned historical events include:

the introduction of women in the workforce

the USA/Vietnam war

Kennedy’s assassination

civil rights movement

the invention of the contraceptive pill

the Sexual Revolution o
hippy and student culture ¥ "
an ethical shift away from 7, ¢ fisﬁa Tora

* & & 6 O 6 0o

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

{e

iéucg afg'ape underpins both Fletcher’'s and Robinson’s argument

» Agapeis ;rgued by Robinson to have its basis in the following biblical pass

¢ When Jesus declared that the ‘the Sabbath was made for man, not m
This meant that strict rules regarding what should not be done on the
where it will best serve others.

¢ When Jesus heals individuals with leprosy, instead of considering follo
are unclean and sinners, and, therefore, should not be touched (Luke

¢ When Jesus saved a woman from being stoned to death by declaring,
throw the first stone’ (John 8:7). Jesus is showing a situationalist app
stoning the woman would be following the law, it would be hypocritic

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

» Throughout the Bible, numerous references are made f= the importance o
ministry, it persists as a central theme and guidir ;*-. e -ehind moral acti
tradition of the Jewish elders and Pharic='s. 5 ¢ /ted in the gospels.

s n __rdst to the Old Testament instructi
.~émphasises the sacrificial nature of Christia

¢ in ’ nt 4, L &-a:':ll—é, one of the most well-known passages in the
£

¢ in Matthew 5:43-46, ‘o
enemies. Thicpu a

'9

)

or ;‘;risﬁtién ideal of love, while comparing it as eternal to the tem g
Ianu‘a'g’é and knowledge. EdUCO‘tIOn
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You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.” But
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your F
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the u
who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing tha

refoices it the truth. It alway< protects alwa s fru@ts, always impeq alwm/s pe
But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will
knowledge, it will pass away

Practical Situation Ethics

» So how does the situationist determine the correct moral decision in these
that there is only one thing that is intrinsically good: agape.

» Thisis important as it defines two important points abou* situation ethics.

» The first is that love is the end of all actions. '.:: 8!"3 frlhsm not an instru
is not used in the pursuit of another i

£ ;

29 he stand against their own ethical principles or sensibilities.
ié‘,cﬂ ‘..,.5

» Therefore, while someone might intensely dislike and disagree with anoth

agape love for them when considering their choices in any ethically difficu

Key Figures

] A T Robinson

» Robinson’s works on ‘Man come of age’ ethics preceded Fletcher’s work a
themes of the importance of agape and the need for a more flexible appro

» Heintroduced the idea of applying the idea of Agape in order to enable Ch
more flexible.

> His ideas centred around the Bible verse Ma* se +~

Joseph Fletcher

In his Works, he developed the idea of agape which was first discussed by J

»  Fletcher’s approach towards Christian situation ethics is posed as a midwa
legalistic ethics and antinominalism.

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 20 o
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Key Texts

Matthew 22:39

» The context of this verse was Jesus teaching those asking about what is the
he posits that the greatest commandment is to love God; however, the sec
love other people.

» The following verse gives a teaching that wo'.sa wredibly important to t
approach to Christian ethics —‘Or t' <. . o cummandments hang all the |
22:40}). By arguing that it~ fﬂ‘iﬁf@ <& concept of agape that all of the mo
Bible need to be vi- © i "scdmes clear how the most loving thing in a sit

g ;sgéiﬁst some biblical teachings. If loving other people i

¢ iats“bther than loving God, then it seems logical that it should

Matthew 19:16

Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Teacher, what good thing mu
replied, "You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall n
testimony, honour your father and mother, and love your nei

Mark 12:28-31

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jest
he asked him, ‘Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” *T
Jesus, ‘is... “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
with all your strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbour as your

ore ot m Hhese.)

Luke 10:27

iy God with all your heart and with all your so
~ with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbour as y

Jesus answered, 'Love-t: ¢
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Student Checklist

No Some | Good

?
What Do | Know? idea® | idea® | Idea ©

Whose work on situation ethics preceded
Joseph Fletcher’s? Y ¢

What is meant by ‘agape’?

What is the importance of agape in situation
ethics?

What did Fletcher mean by ‘legalism’?

What did Fletcher think was the view of
legalistic teachings within the gospels? i

What Bible passages did he point t~ o 5 ] 1 =
order to justify this idea? .. '

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

How did these factors influence the
development of situation ethics?

What is the main difference between
situation ethics and traditional legalistic
teachings, such as natural moral law?

COPYRIGHT
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What are the two key principles ruling the
practical choices of a situationist?

'9
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Propositions and Princip!

In order to put forward his ideas, Fletcher developed six prop

principles to sum up his ideas and allow a pragmatic code of sorts for those wi
Indeed, while perhaps more palatable for Christians who s'rruggled with tradit
ethics had its own challenges in being almost too vague :

Therefore, on o practical level there was ﬂ‘° e Ssely r'lfhe development of
— guidance for those W|sh|ng fo prr*’ f a0 sthod of ethical theory. Therefor
propositions and four workir.; s order to demonstrate how the princ

Six T’ropos:hons

»  Fletcher put forward six propositions in order to give a pragmatic basis for
intended to show how agape should be understood and applied to differe

» The propositions reveal a lot about situation ethics; for example, propositi
justified the means.

»  Therefore, this is a form of consequentialist ethics, also known as teleolog
the outcome of a moral action rather than the intent behind the action its

»  Furthermore, these are intentionally directed towards the concept of agap
should be applied to moral choices — those are the four principles.

» These six propositions are as follows:

Fundamental Proposition ‘L
1 ‘Only one thing is intrinsicallv ~ .« =
" | namely iove: nothing ='s -+ ‘g Love is not instrumentally good.
Ao The Jewish laws have been repla
2. love to one’s neighbour. Itis no
follow the faw.
Love and justice are the same th
3 ‘Love and justice are the same, for man what he is owed, and man
" | justice is love distributed, nothing else’ | helps us to decide how to distrib
different people.
Love should be shown regardles
4 ‘Love wills the neighbour’s good, person or not. Itis not about de
" | whether we like him or not’ or love in the personal sense. It
having the right attitude toward:
‘Only the end justifies the means, If love is the ?utcome of one’s a
5. nothing else’ taken to achieve this are not mo
outcome thot "aatters.
, » Decisj ... s be made then an
Love’s decisions are made 1 .
6. situationally, not prescriptively’ i pactors can be taken int
! iR e made on the basis of laws th

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 23 0
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Four Working Principles

» In order to help those who wished to put Christian situation ethics into prac
put forward four working principles in order to aid its implementation.

» These are things which moral choices theoretically should involve and are ir:
practical and applicable principles against which individuals wishing to prac
ethics can measure their moral choices in a given it . .. -

» They are central to his discussion of siti:2 or Of' ‘

L

» They are as follows:

Explanation
T Moral demands should be practical and achieve th
1. Pragmatism L
which is love.
. All situations should be assessed on how best to de:
2. Relativism . ]
through following moral laws which use the words
Being able to say that ‘God is love’ on the basis of f
3. Positivism experience. The moral agent has to decide, throug
the most important thing of all.*
. Demands that the needs and importance of people
4. Personalism
demands of moral laws.
Conscience

=

<thics and the teachings

»  One key thing to be aware of interms ¢« tu tie

idea that conscience is notarc ' 't = siew of Fletcher —itis a verb, a doi
individuals intentional® .= . < k. do.

» Intradg
innate
our intu

¥ Ci - w.thnought, as in situation ethics, the conscience is view
,‘.éanfbeings, It is our innate sense of right and wrong and sense

on tells us are wrong.

»  Within situation ethics, this moral sense informs our ideas of agape and our

» However, different people will interpret their conscience differently depen
background, hence the pragmatic need for guiding principles, such as the p
order to give guidance to those who wish to follow situation ethics.

Key Figures

Joseph Fletcher

»  Joseph Fletcher was one of the most important thec!: -, s regarding the d

» He put forward in his book both his ideas -eg ar(* e six prapositions on
working principles designed to 2 /s, « 2 on ethics workable and accessib
practice. 1 -

4Vardy, Cand Vardy P, Ethics Matters (London: SCM Press, 2012), p. 126.
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Key Texts
Situation Ethics: The New Morality, Joseph Fletcher

»  This is the text in which loseph Fletcher paosited his ideas regarding situatior
propositions about agape and the four working principles regarding agape.

»  This text was released in 1966 and proved hugely:a ke 5, being published i

Student Checklie* -

What Do I Know? No ldea| Some Good

® idea® | Idea ©

Why did Fletcher develop both the
propositions and the principles?

What were the propositions directed
towards achieving?

What is the first proposition?

What is the second proposition?

What is the third proposition? oy P

What is the fourth propositior? ;

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

ore Losition?

What is the sixth proposition?

What is the meaning of pragmatism for
Fletcher?

What is the meaning of positivity for

Fletcher?

What is the meaning of relativity for COPYRIGHT
?

Fletcher: PROTECTED

What is the meaning of personalism for
Fletcher? gl
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Discussions of Issues Raised by Sit

Like all other methods of ethics, there are points for discussion
particular system of ethics. As of yet, there has not been any ethical theory whic
conundrums for its adherents and situation ethics is no different.

- vve d and situations in

Therefore, the strengths and weaknesses need te]

L

need to also be addressed, as these discric: e s " e Useful to illustrate your k:

»  Situation ethics, as the name would suggest, means that the way in which t
varies depending on the individual situation. Therefore, on issues of ethica
religions such as Christianity (which situation ethics is based upon), how sit
examined.

»  One of the main discussions raised by situation ethics is the issue of divorce
issues discussed by J AT Robinson, put forward in his original positing of th
by Fletcher.

» The traditional attitude of the Church, and within natural moral law, toward
wrong and immoral; however, situation ethics allowed these teachings to b

»  One of the main issues with situation ethics is that it is so difficult to naviga
the idea of always upholding the principle of agar~ ¢ 2 fle)ublllty, but litt
navigate situations and mterpretatlon is I"ft p“ ’r Y e mdwldual

»  This situation, among others Al
ethics.

Key Weaknesses
»  Situation ethics has received some negative responses from the Church.

» In 1952, Pope Pius Xl heavily criticised it, and in 1956 the Sacred Congregat
from being taught in places of Catholic teaching and learning.’

» ltwas argued that, although the conscience could be used to interpret wha
situation ethics treated conscience as the source of moral knowledge.

» Instead, the source of moral knowledge should be natural moral law, which
laws from God to follow:

. the Church throughout her lzzstory has alw 5 01 5 1‘61 Ld a certain numbe
having an absolute and i i us ufmngmoji value, and in their
s R0 ttfzon of the teaching and spirit of the
»  Situation ethics ha..” 5 .0 V_,_.,.nejected by Anglicans and other Protestants.

yo}"ma“r"’ as a Christian ethic and often seen to unfairly represer:
W rtain actions as always wrong and contrary to the will of God

5 Vardy, Cand Vardy, P, Ethics Matters (London: SCM Press, 2012), p. 130
6  Declaration on Certain Questions Concerning Sexual Ethics, 4, 29" December 1975
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Key Strengths:

>

Examples of Situations:

>

>

Situation ethics is seen as placing too much emphasis on human moral free
on God as the source of moral goodness.

William Barclay (1907—-1978), a theologian, argues that ethics ‘on the whole
to make life easy... It means that we have got... rules and law and principles
saves us from the difficult and the often dangerous task of making our own
for ourselves’.” Situation ethics, however, does not do th’s. it does not give
by — which creates certain dangers becausewe b ..> 1. iake important mo

In response to the idea of the ’Man s of dige ré"s;pbnsibiiity of the indivi
i '. : 1g ‘degree of freedom’.

\ eédy for this degree of freedom because humans are not perfe
Judgements and so need principles to guide us. Barclay says that ‘if all men
would be the perfect ethics’.

Charlotte and Peter Vardy argue that situation ethics ‘confuses the concept
because ‘Christian love always sees love at the centre of a person’s life and
Fletcher plays the latter down in the interests of making his theory as widel

Therefore, the importance of loving God, the first of Jesus’s two main comn;
because he was trying to appeal to an increasingly secular audience (see M

It responded to the changing social and moral cllmatp 2+ ‘he time and provi
alternative to an increasingly rejected Christiz .} gc ) Clc thic.

It is in keeping with Jesus’s teach'“f ao s re]ectlon of legalism, so it is sui

It prowdes the flemb”i : raad to mdl\udual situations on thelr own m

This respons;biiity might be difficult and challenging but it is important we t
make decisions for ourselves.

Most people agree that agape is a desirable and laudable attitude to have t

Divorce is one of the main illustrations of situation ethics, posited originally
J AT Robinson in his work on situation ethics, which influenced Joseph Fletc

Divorce was traditionally within the Church considered to be immoral due t
which state that marriage is for life. :

These include ideas in Genesis, which descril sa _~.~f.§;geﬂas two becoming
and that what God had Jomed tom’ € o0 cuuld not separate.

However the issue avi. . aontae |dea| of marriage meets the reality of b
sle;y prowded somewhat of an ethical dilemma.

7 William Barclay, Chapter Four Ethics in a Permissive Society (1971).
8 William Barclay, Chapter Four Ethics in a Permissive Society (1971).
9 William Barclay, Chapter Four Ethics in a Permissive Society (1971).
10 vardy, Cand Vardy, P, Ethics Matters (London: SCM Press, 2012), p. 128.
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» Robinson argued that divorce in this instance would best serve the ends of
abused spouse and any children who might have been involved.

»  Therefore, in terms of situation ethics, they would consider it to be moral a
this situation, even though it breaks with the biblical teaching on the impor

marriage.
»  Other situations bleed into the jurisdiction of medica! i ics, including euth
Key Figures e

Charlotte and Pet A ‘1

philosophical issues.

» Peter Vardy is a theologian who has authored 18 works to date. He has link

» He has worked with his wife Charlotte to collectively produce various works

William Barclay
»  Barclay was the author of Ethics in a Permissive Society, in which he criticise

» He was a theologian and Church of Scotland minister who wrote many boo
criticism (both New Testament and the Bible as a whole) and, of course, on

» Hewas also a professor of Divinity and Biblical Criticism ~t the University of

o

Key Texts

Ethics A/Laﬂers,‘ Ch-:

Y f;-.,}ui"oéién Peter Vardy and his wife Charlotte, a Religious St
» Thisis aL n which the basics of the ideas of ethics are used to approach

readers through the thought process of how to make moral choices and ap

A4
—
=0
=3
3

e

The Four Loves, C S Lewis, William Collins, Chapter 6
»  This is a text by famous author and Christian C S Lewis.

» In terms of situation ethics, the relevance of this text to the topic is the exp
chapter 6, of the Christian idea of agape, which is central to the idea of situ
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea ®

Some
Idea ©®

Good
Idea ©

What is the ruling concept of situation ethics?

L

What are the strengths of <** ! ’Jr‘& Yacs? ’

o S o .
What are t ;knesses of situation ethics?

How did the Church respond to situation ethics
as a whole?

What is meant by the term ‘Man come of age’,
and how does this apply to situation ethics?

What is the biblical command which is argued to
be largely ignored by Joseph Fletcher?

How does situation ethics apply to real-life
situations such as divorce?

on situation ethics?

ethics?

What are the views of Charlotte and Peter Vardy )
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Practice Exam-style Questio

¢ If you are sitting the AS qualification, please answer the following
3. ‘Situation ethics is the best interpretation of Christian Scriptur

e answer the follo

¢ Ifyou are sitting the A Level qualificatir ..; ik

5

4. Assess the view that sw g 1} 3 isﬁvihe best approach fo ethic
Scripture. (40) , - °

In your answer you should:
»  Exhibit awareness and comprehension of differing beliefs, including:
¢ key ideas of situation ethics and the idea of agape
¢ the person of Joseph Fletcher
¢ the four principles
¢ the six propositions

» Assess and evaluate facets of religious approaches and differing idea

impact, such as:

¢ legalism

+ the teachings of Jesus as support

¢ the first and second Commandment :;
+  ‘Man come of age’ y -
. -
*

Church opposition .+
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Kantian Ethics

-------------------------------------- GI{L GO

2 1 1

Duty The obligation of an individual to do something

tu ’istems that are bas
g

Immanuel Kant Thef @y 3’6(ﬁ§;,,’:nm‘)50i5her of Kantian/deontological/

Deontology The study of duty-based *!
inherent duty te dc sof. =*

“.dea that if you want something, then you ough

Hypothetical imperativ .~
g you the end, but it is not immoral if you choose not

Categoric e ,fraiive The idea of moral maxims that everyone has a duty

Universalisébihty The concept of being able to apply a maxim on a uni

Humanity formula The concept of a maxim ensuring that human being
themselves rather than being used as a means to an
as human beings

Kingdom of ends The concept of a hypothetical idyllic kingdom where
vision and treat each other as means in themselves

afterlife

Axe murderer dilemma An example of a situation in which Kantian ethics ca

Intention The reason or will behind why an action was taken.
ethics.

Reason

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
:
|
! Summum bonum The place where happiness is given as a reward for g
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
l
|
! Consequentialist
I
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Duty-based Ethics

Duty-based ethics, also known as deontological ethics, is a sys
that there are certain moral duties held by every individual that, if adhered to
society. It is also termed Kantian ethics because of the most famous philosophe
thinking — Immanuel Kant. He posited a moral system whnrb :based on duty —
moral. He developed the hypothetical |mpercmve< Coid o C Tegorlcql impera
duties you should do if you want to achieve ¢ c¢ Toh

alies L

» Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) was a philosopher who first put forward wha
known as Kantian ethics.

» What sets Kant apart from other key figures such as Voltaire (now known
primarily for his satirical novel Candide), Rousseau (the French political
philosopher) and Adam Smith (generally regarded as the founder of mode
economics), was his unwavering commitment to understanding what reas
could tell us and what it could not.

» He famously talked of instituting a ‘Copernican revolution’ in the way phil
was done, as radical in its consequences as the astronomer Copernicus’s
discovery that the earth revolved around the sun {not, as previously thoug
other way round).

» Kant was a devout Christian, but he largely tr'““ o :vf"k .rom what might
be called an agnostic basis. We Just oo oo /“¢ure whether God exis
good reasons to befieve in hi~ . 4 ﬁ__;c mugh to ever be certain.

» Asa resuit when b5 i v\, A ‘bout God, Kant mostly liked to talk about h
‘ula P mought alone. (If you are studying the Philosophy of
e e encountered his critiques of the ontological and cosmolo

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Kantian Reason and Ethics
»  For Kant, reason governs morality.

»  Religion and morality were, for Kant, not a marriage made in heaven and h
morality should be rooted more in reason.

» Knowing what is right or wrong to do in a given situation is a little bit like s
correct answer, and we simply need to apply the right method to find it. COPYRIGHT

»  Doing the right thing is our duty as rational beings. If we do the wrong thi PROTECTED
immorally, we are acting irrationally too.

» To understand why Kant believes this, we mu, ! rn {0 his important

and categorical imperatives.

:ﬂs’?}‘j‘..Scr‘ﬁ;c{ions which tell us whatto do. Th

> Imperatlves are Just comr

'9

)

Education

» So,whyis the dtstmct:on between hypothetical and categorical imperatives

»  Because he thinks that one can only do something good if it is done uncondi
with no strings attached.

» Asaresult, itis our duty to do good.
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Duty

Analogously, it is a soldier’s duty to protect the nation — even if they wake up
much like fighting or marching, still they must do it.

In the first chapter of his most significant ethical work, Foundations of the M:

writes:
Nothing in the world —or out of it! — can possibly be conceived that could be
except a GOOD WILL... It isn’t what it brings eh- ut, its usefulness i
Rather, good will is good P2r u. ik witwills— ie. it

=7

He goes on to say that all other t-'r .5 . . h miight be considered good, suc
judgement... power, rlch€ 65@ Wy even health’ and, crucially, happiness, i
can be bad, Thico (* l & ~said to ‘sparkle like a jewel all by itself’; its valu
s h - useful or fruitless it [is]’. It is ‘the condition of all [other
happin! g&y\:&‘ g's life lived in accordance with reason. it just doesn’t make se
because rationality requires a good that is absolute — whereas, any other th
could, in some circumstances, turn out to be bad. From this standpoint, Ka
deontological ethics.

Kant’s ideas about ethics revolve around the idea of duty specifically, and t
of Kantian ethics.

One important thing to emphasise is that Kant’s ideas are deontological, no

That is so say, if someone was to follow a Kantian ethic and the consequenc
is still moral — regardless of the consequences.

This is markedly dtfferent to teleologlcal approaches .- 1 as utilitarianism,
: -;_s i.is believed to hav

o uﬁ;WlMthe idea that consequentia
of an action.

‘ ;tmcs has its issues also insofar as the outcomes of
A,,;ang as you have acted morally, then the outcome, even if
conside ié W+ to be the fault of the individual who acted because they act

moral duty.

A famous example of this is the ‘Axe murderer dilemma’ —you are having d
murderer arrives at your door, proclaiming he is there to kill that friend. Su
asks you to tell him where your friend currently is so that he can kill them.

According to Kantian ethics, you are duty-bound to tell the truth, even if yo
mean that an axe murderer kills your dinner guest. The logic followed is th
that moment — for all you know, your dinner guest could have overheard th
of your back door. Therefore, if you lie and send the axe murderer on his w
guest and then kill them. In this case, the blood of your dinner guestisony
caused their two paths to cross. If you told the truth, anfJ your dinner gues
they would successfully evade the murderer. s

11 Kant, Immanuel, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals, 1785.
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Strengths and Weaknesses
Strengths

e

» It treats everyone equally and justly in much the sam y the justice syste
indiscriminately. =

» It creates core, absolute moral ’b .’1icHﬂ}:annot be dismissed becaus:

» Moral decision-ma¥’ 5

>

> Fol'.owmg one’s duty is more important than doing what one thinks is right,
influenced by our own biases and selfish preferences.

» It recognises the intrinsic value of humans. It protects them from being use
case in utilitarianism, where the minority could rightly be made to suffer fo

Weaknesses

»  There seem:s little justification or authority for the moral obligations in deo
willing to accept that there is a divine lawgiver (God).

» Itis not practical or even possible to act according to duty alone — human d
are arguably more complex than this.

» Following absolute moral commands or one’s dutv ¢z e :;:’esult in awful con
situations where certain disastrous conseque ..¢ s ._;;xlf}ld-“be avoided. Ther
respond to complicated or extreme >, titusons. Similarly, good conse
actually good because whm‘ st 2 » udheintention, e.g. an action that res

» Itdoes not niiow a0 \uit OF sympathy to motivate moral actions.

>
as to how to make that decision.

» Kant was a Christian and saw his ethics as consistent with Christianity, but G
how ‘Kant largely reduced religion to ethics —to be holy is to be moral’. Thi
relevant to Christians.

» Kant's principle of universalisation allows for the universalisation of amoral
because a principle can be universalised, does not mean it is right or even s

»  Kant commits the naturalistic fallacy because he turns an ‘is” into an ‘ought’
suggests something ‘is’ (e.g. ice cream is delicious), he also suggests a simul
everyone must like ice cream as everyone likes delicious thmgs) This type
known as the naturalistic fallacy. i

> There needs to be an actual reason to a7t ic 'Jrf* 6 one’s duty — not sim

It is impossible to know the future or what the consequences of actions will
secondary impacts. It therefore seems more just to judge someone on wha
itself good or bad.
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Key Texts

Immanuel Rant: Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals (
Practical Reason (1788)

» These were the works of Immanuel Kant in which he put forward his ideas a
based ethics.

> Within the Metaphysics of Morals, Kant v 35 {is!. d%t{) put forward the idez
viewed as a purified moral philec 24y, 1 s text he put forward his ideas
categorical lmperativec | -,‘ ‘dmt Laeif various forms.

5 “‘,,;.La/ Reason Kant develops these ideas further by crit
"dthan a priori reasoning.

Student Checklist

No Some Good

?
What Do | Know? Idea® | Idea ® | Idea ©

Who was Immanuel Kant?

What is the base concept of Kantian
ethics?

Why is duty important in Kantian ethics?

What two imperatives did he put e N S
forward? et T

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Is Kantian et
deontolog

What, in the 't"'ﬁahghts of Kant, governed
morality?

What were Kant’s religious beliefs, and
how did these influence his ethics?

What are the weaknesses of duty-based

ethics?
\é\::iactsgre the strengths of duty-based COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Kant’s Hypothetical and Categorica

In order to communicate his ideas about duty-based ethics, Kant
different kinds of imperatives. An imperative is an action which is of utmost, par

distinguishes between two different types of imperatives - .- sthetical imperativ
Hypothetical imperatives apply in only some cases.y a id 2 be phrased as a
X then you must do Y. Categorical imperat’ ¢ : ¢ = aiidrent — they more directl
must do Y. The categorical impere?’. > § ¢ ¢ yiore importance to Kant. It has thre

1 jeratives
"
S
> Hypothg.ua'l imperatives can be described as ‘if/then’ ideas — if you want a

X in order to get to that end.

» These are generally less about duty and morality — they are about what you
you do not want to achieve an end, then you do not necessarily need to do

»  For example, if you want an A* in your AS or A Level Religion and Ethics exa
hypothetical imperatives, you ought to work hard and revise in order to ach
necessarily something which would be morally wrong if you chose not to d

» Therefore, it is a hypothetical imperative rather than a categorical imperati

Categorical Imperatives

» Categorical imperatives are usually of the form, ’You Sl 1’( todo X

»  They are imperative maxims, and they are g( )O’ : ,,;m of themselves becau

good maxims. STt .

» They command us te i« ::/* A .uéygre unconditional commands. The wo
somethizggebs:! it jans or prominent public figures often issue ‘cat
to dist! ?r“aeives from a scandal in the newspapers; they mean to say
todow ié"C

» The difference between hypothetical imperatives and categorical imperativ
bargaining with a trader at a car boot sale and being barked at by an army n
throw in another CD’ can be transformed into a hypothetical imperative, ‘Y
you want to get £3’, whereas ‘Attention! March! Turn’ can be translated int
ought to stand to attention, you ought to march, you ought to turn’.

» There are three different forms of the categorical imperative. They are as f

The First Formulation
»  Kant’s first formulation of the categorical imperative gives rise to a particul
decisions which is sometimes known as the umversa' ilty test.

»  The core idea is that when we make anv ro 1 ci
do the same thing in similar circirzoan C 20 In Kant's language, we are mak
whether it could become .1 five 3 Jaw (a maxim is another word for a ge
drive over 30 mr‘ﬂ toan centre' ‘Don’t run in the corridor’).

G 3 o
1;9%‘ ‘?nd, th|s is clearly impossible. if | like the look of your new mo
@ e to steal it, Kant would immediately ask that | stop and cons
‘Could you honestly recommend the maxim that in any circumstance where

they should go ahead and do it?’

» Now, I might well turn round and say, ‘Get lost Kant! I'll take what I like, w
same!” but this simply would not work. If everyone were permitted to steal
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notion of private property would soon disappear. In fact, people would pro
anything if it was only going to be stolen, so pretty soon there would be no
that maxim, ‘It is permissible to steal whenever you feel like it is self-defea

On the other hand, a maxim such as, ‘It is not permissible to torture small ¢
universalised. If nobody ever tortures small children, no problems are likely
nothing contradictory or self-defeating about that rule. "'he opposite, how

small children’), could quickly defeat itself. ]

i

There is also another reason why Ka“’ v ”Ia »‘/e"é/big problem with tortu

One of Y Prblems we encountered with act utilitarianism is its dubious s
relativist théory, all options remain on the table, even if the very thought m
the classic example, torturing the innocent to save the multitude may be pe
greatest happiness for the greatest number.

Kant takes the opposite view. Certain actions are never permissible. It is th
so-called ‘humanity formula’, which has had the most enduring influence o

The crucial idea here is that people can never be used as a means to an end
stop a twisted sadist from setting off a chemical weapon in Piccadilly Circus
because somebody is being used as a tool for some other purpose.

There is an intuitive appeal to this idea: how often have we seen in a melod
used me!” uttered with absolute disgust? There is something deeply unsett
things with or to you, not because they like you, or value you or even love
perhaps malevolent, purpose. ~

Kant recognised this, and thought he caniil e ol—' -
because they are rational beins: .1 By aal bemgs deserve dignity, they
always treating them (1 4 "7d i wiemselves.

A r(ant termed ‘ends in ourselves’.

It is fin QR ihanimate objects for our means, and once they stop serving
using them and replace them. For example, if | am using a pen to write som
ethics, and that pen runs out of ink, then it is completely morally fine for m
another one (with ink) instead, as this serves my means.

The Third Formulation

>

e

For his final formulation of the categorical imperative, Kant envisions a uto
people share the same moral vision, desiring the same goods and sharing th

It builds upon the two previous formulations, as the laws the hypothetical
devise are based on the ‘universal law of nature’ and ‘humanity’ formulas.

Hence, any moral rules constructed must be universalisa’Je without contra
never means. o

The third formulation adds a politic= " . o1, 2t to Kant's theory: he is tryi
be governed if all people we i ; ot fis deontologlcal ethics.

When actige md Ve should then try to imagine whether our action

m the hope that by doing so, we might bring it closer to
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The Three Postulates

» In order for Kantian ethics to work in a practical manner, he also put forwa
combined with reason, were believed by Kant to make this ethical theory f
be successful. These are as follows:

1. Freedom - individuals must be free in order to make:their own choice

2. Immorality — there must be an afterlife inoLon or iummum bonum

-

3. God-God hastoexistinorder . . he. air él";d'justjudge to decide
in the afterlife. 41 "

> Thisisinagenss ~ - ,/a«agurr'{.ént for the existence of God within that se

Student Checklist

No Some | Good
What Do | Know? Idea Idea Idea

What is the base concept of Kantian
ethics?

What is a hypothetical imperative?

What is a categorical imperative?

What are the forms of the categ” . < | .
imperative? . y

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

I c: . ludl imperative
03 .
Wenglics practical?

What is meant by ‘deontological’?

What is meant by ‘summum bonum’?

In what situation does Kant argue that
summum bonum will be fulfilled?

If something is said to be ‘universalisable’
then what does it mean?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

How is free will important to Kantian
ethics?

What is meant by the ‘humanity
formula’?

'9
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Discussion of Issues Raised by Ka

Overview

Kantian ethics is a logical form of ethics which appeals to those with a strong s
ethics also make it a straightforward method of ethical prac’rlce to apply inm
without its issues. :

Therefore, in order to properly evqlucﬂe an dl tian ethics, both limita

ethical code must be qddressed

Weaknesses

Strengths
» Itis very clear and concise.

» It provides one central idea and moral code, with little ambiguity.
»  The humanity formula appeals to modern ideas of the value of individual h
>

The idea of universalisability appeals to the ease of making maxims which
and which are, therefore, able to be popularised with relative ease.

» The importance of reason appeals to and reflects the important role that r
society. Reason today is, above all, the best way of working out ethical dil
a high importance for many. Therefore, the importance of reason in Kanti

Weaknesses
>  The strict nature of deontology doe< ne o o £ situational differentiatio
certain trickier moral dliemm” - .

» Not all moral decis’s s Wt ue:unlversallsed which might lead to the rig
DU ‘.: . Jpply in every single situation.

> Itneces ié’“‘ ®: the existence of God in order for summum bonum to make

» The existence of God is a whole separate area of philosophy which has yet
conclusively be. Therefore, in order for this to work, it requires proof of th

»  One big issue with Kantian ethics is that its deontological nature means th
not necessarily matter. If we take the common example of the axe murde
positing that even if your friend is murdered (a negative outcome), your ch
told the truth.

Modern Applications and Arising Issucs

Modern Applications
»  One of the issues within Kantian ethics is that the kll" n of ends princip
impossible — for example, this particularly be - = jf'lswe when navigat
this is modern business ethical prac*’ > ch _various issues associated
Kingdom of Ends prlnCIpie ! S

> In moderntimes:.t ;,'““. *ug..ce and importance of reason is one of the cor
ethics 'Z’i%g VAL _used on reason, this appeals well to the sensibilities of m
society Vs highly relativistic in ethical and legal practices {for instance,
the context of the crime will be considered). Kantian ethics would not allo
arise here.
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Is It Compatible with Religious Approaches to Morality?

>

Is 1t Relevant Today?

Yes
>

>

e

Kantian ethics can in some ways be considered to be compatible with relig
aspects of Kantian ethics are tied to religious ideas — the sense of moral du
religious ideas about morality.

The universalisability principle both holds well and comes into conflict wit
religious teachings are considered to be good no matter *he situation, e.g.
regardless of the situation in the majority of reli{ o e hing.

However, there are situations withir  » ;+0US teachings which may
case, the umversaitsabﬂttv nr e u.d be mcompaﬂbﬁe

There are further similarities to religious forms of ethics such as divine co
the rules is absolute.

However, one key issue when holding Kantian ethics to religious teaching
fact that within Kantian ethics, reason stands above all. Reason is the mea
necessarily to be made.

This places reason in the same place as God, which within a religious conte
idolatry. This, within many religious contexts, is immoral (a sin).

Within religious circles, as within Kantian ethics, intentions matter. In this
concerned with the moral motivations of the individual rather than the ou
of intent is the key.

The same is true of Kantian ethics, where the intentiz > fulﬁl moral duty

4

A i o work the idea of s

Within Kantian ethics, in order for the eﬂ" ca sy< /‘
of the system of ethics. 2 B

It is necessary to rey

Kantian EIhICS can be married well.

Kantian ethics can be considered to be compatible with many secular, mai

In the modern day, issues such as the importance of human rights have be
within mainstream dialogue.

The principle of the kingdom of ends and the humanity formula are both v
marry particularly well with the modern emphasis on human rights.

d_dgo- y:
unlversa.f.,dtlon What is ethical in one society or SItuatlon may not be in

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 40 o

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea ®

Some

Good
Idea ©

What are the strengths of Kantian ethics?

What are the weaknesses ~*
ethics? iy

< JEhT

ldea.@

How does !
religious ideas?

What issues might arise concerning
practical application?

How might Kantian ethics work in the
modern day?
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Practice Exam-style Questio

¢ If you are sitting the AS qualification, please answer the following

5. Assess the view that Kantian ethics is the best ethical code to li

¢ If you are sitting the A Level qualification - ... e xfnswer the follo

6. ‘Kantian ethicsis the best 2 o, | ouae toaiive by in modern tim

»  Exhibit awareness and comprehension of differing beliefs, including:
¢ the basics of duty-based ethics
¢ Immanvel Kant
¢ the hypothetical and categorical imperatives
¢ the three forms of the categorical imperative

Y

Assess and evaluate facets of religious approaches and differing idea
impact, such as:

¢ duty to human beings is universalisable

the naturalistic fallacy

consequences are not considered

the issue of belief in God

clear, and easy to follow i P

* S & > 0

relevance and pragmatism.
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Utilitarianism

2 1 1

Utilitarianism

Ethical system which posits th=* the most moral th
happiness for the gre=f 40 o 2r

Hedonism

the

Fromthe 7.« o i ‘pleasure, hédong, itisap

5 %> = ds‘the ultimate good in life

anal‘ogous story often used to communicate th

The experience of a positive emotion, such as happ

'dﬁl{fy

Also known as the principle of greatest happiness;
greatest happiness for the greatest number

Act Utilitarianism

The theory which holds that the right action is the
minimises pain

Rule Utilitarianism

The theory which holds that the right action is one
universally obeyed, would create the maximum am
minimum amount of pain

Empirical

Something which is evidence-based, or observable

Impartial

Giving equal weight and credence to different view

Jeremy Bentham

Philosopher who first put forward the theory of utilit

J S Mill

Philosopher who posited a secondary form of utilit
rule utilitarianism e

Peter Singer

Utilitarian thirk: - a 'd ~ Zusopher

Hedonic calculus

i ria for ascertaining the impact of t
.ast happiness for the greatest number

ﬁleasures which help people to reach their full inte
philosophy

Pleasures which help people fulfil their basic needs

Qualitative

Measuring something by the quality of the concep

Quantitative

Measuring something by the quantity of the conce
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Utility and Hedonic Calc

Overview
Utilitarianism is a modern form of secular ethics, although it is n

sphere. It is centred on the key ideas of happiness/pleasure and pain. It was
Bentham, but further developed by John Stuart Mill and others.

The general principle of utilitarianism is that an th"f!f = & sidered to be m
generates the greatest happiness for the ¢ve 1te 't . jer of people — this is kn
which was developed by Jeremy B-.bdn o+ .

Jeremy Bentham s Vtilitarianism

» Utilitarianism is an ethical theory which is widely accepted. It is a theory o
ethics which works towards the principle of utility, which states that the
greatest happiness for the greatest number is achieved by the most moral
action.

¢ Bentham developed what is known as the hedonic calculus. This is a
method of measuring the goodness which will be derived from an
action.

¢ He also developed the principle of utility, discussed below, which is th
basis for utilitarian thought.

What is Utility?

Jeremy Bentham is often considered the fnL Car

2

‘‘‘‘‘ e utlhtanan philosophy.
w ! *lr ades ofMoraIs and Legislation ope

2

His groundbreaking !ntroduct/on te, %
with these famous word< .

Nat 11 '3la¢e:d ’ifmmkind under the governance of two sovereign masters,

alone to point out what we ouglit to do, as well as to determ

Crucially, Bentham is arguing that being ruled by pain and pleasure is just the we
humans are. We have no choice in the matter; we must seek pleasure, and we
avoid pain. He goes on to argue that basing our ethical decision-making (that is
we decide what to do) on anything else would simply be foolish.

The Principle of Vtility

Having made this claim about human nature (these are sometimes called
descriptive claims — they describe how things are), Bentham goes on to make hi
normative claim (he wants to tell us how things ought to be] Thls is the princip
of utility which states: .

When faced with an ethical decision, we <hc ! ¢, :‘j,_,.v:;SE't'hé course of action wh
maximises pleasure and minimise- .« 1 . > _h.e greatest number of people.

The Trollaelr: \ @ i

09

»  The troXEg ,,abiem is one of the most common ways to explain utilitarian

» My house is quite close to the train station, so | usually foilow the track wh
day as I was passing | heard a lot of screaming off in the distance. As | dre
people lined up like sardines on the rails. Just as in an old western, it looke
them to the track! As soon as they spotted me they began desperately calli
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The Hedonic Caleulus

>

asked, gazing up at the 20-foot barbed wire fence that stood between us.
their heads in the direction of a peculiar-looking pedestal a few paces to m
Press that button, it will switch the tracks and then we’ll all be saved!” | ru.
was about to push the button | saw, over in the far distance, on the other t
his own bonds. ‘Hey!” | shouted to the five of them at the top of my voice,
else tied up on the other side of the tracks?’

‘Yes,” one of them said, ‘but please, there are five nf oy d only one of him

My finger hovered over the button in m"c i

=

‘Quick?! they yelled, this t/rne‘ ot

_u\ed ’The train, oh God, the train —

This problem, w"° . N explam utmtarlan principles, is used to show h

Bentham was trained as a lawyer and had a keen interest in social and leg
so it is no surprise that he intended his system to have practical uses. Tot
he devised what has come to be known as the hedonic calculus, a method fe
determining quantitatively (in terms of quantities, i.e. numbers) the right c
action (a hedonist is a person who seeks pleasure above all else; like many
terms, it comes from the Greek: hédoné, meaning ‘pleasure’).

Bentham listed seven factors which must be taken into account when calc
the actual amount of pleasure an act will produce. They included ‘intensit
strength of a pleasure), ‘duration’ (the length of the pleasure} and ‘fecund
to lead to more pleasures). The calculus is a distinctive f-ature of Bentha
Significantly, it maintains that ethical deCISlom sL e ’La‘at_ff_.made on a case-
act utilitarianism. | &

The seven factors of the hed~ .« £ S_J., are ||sted below, along with thei

Measure of Hoeoy Definition

How intense or weak the happiness is

How long the happiness will {ast for

Certainty How likely or unlikely the happiness is to oc

Propinquity/remoteness How near or remote in time the happiness i

Fecundity/richness How likely or unlikely the happiness is to re

Purity How free from pain the happiness is

N(fojun| B (W|IN|K

Extent How far the happiness will reach

Key Ethical Concepts

All utilitarian theories rely on three key ethical concepts. These are:

1.

Consequentialist — Utilitarianism places ethica! i 4, = e t on whether
an action leads to the greatest amount ~f'ha 5/03. .s'tor the greatest
number of people. Itis concerr. .- it o-outcome, not the will or
intention of the moral phiy 1

i belleves what is right will depend on the
ﬁeumes an action will be right but at other times it will not
-pends on whether the action will produce the greatest
amount of happiness for the greatest number of people.

Instrumental — Utilitarianism believes that no moral actions have intrinsic
they produce the greatest amount of happiness for the greatest number o
this is that utilitarians think the ends always justify the means.
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Key Figures

Jeremy Bentham

» Jeremy Bentham was an important influential philosopher who first put for
utilitarianism.

> Heidentified as an atheist.

» Hewas an early proponent of animal righv s & w ds a proponent of the eq

4

» Hewas a proponent of psyo! moliuugmsm, which is the idea that human

choices which ben-f 1 &

An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation

»  This is the text written by Jeremy Bentham in which he posited the idea of
the hedonic calculus and the utility principle.

» It was first published in 1780.
» In the first chapter, he puts forward the principle of utility.

» Inthe fourth chapter, he puts forward the hedonic calculus.

Student Checklist

| Some | Good

What Do I Kno» - © Idea | Idea

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

'%g "'ZEL; ne fﬁeory of utilitarianism?

Who first |

What does Bentham believe that morality is ruled
by?

What does ‘utility’ mean?

What statement summarises the utilitarian
principle of utility?

What is the hedonic calculus?

COPYRIGHT
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What are the seven principles of the hedonic
calculus?

Is act utilitarianism teleological or deontologial

'9

What is meant by ’propird\c*; o

)

Education

B\ ‘cortainty’?

What is meant by ‘fecundity’?

What is meant by ‘purity’?
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Act Utilitarianism and Rule Util

Overview - - — .
Generally speaking, there are two main types of utilitarianism:

Utilitarianism. While Bentham's utilitarianism is widely popular, it is not the only f
Bentham'’s own godson, J S Mill, developed a form of utilitarianism.

He introduced the factors of higher and lower ple ;.4 25 ¢ o tiie process of calcu
moral and what generates happiness. He ~ ~ 1t - ced the idea of the harm p
of Mill's form of utilitarianism, as ** . 4 s i.endment of Bentham’s form.

» In general terms, there are two main types of utilitarianism, although deve
continued since the time of Bentham and Mill and since then there have b
argument.

»  While act utilitarianism was the form posited by Bentham, Mill felt that Jer
amendments as he felt they did not have enough structure and guidance.

»  Therefore, he developed rule utilitarianism using such ideas as the harm pr
lower pleasures.

) S Mill

»  Akey figure in utilitarianism, and one vital to the undp“" anding of rule util

»  Bentham was Mill’s godfather; therefore, Mi: . w\ 9 P oduced to utilitarian
ethics from a young age. . T

‘fuelf'éﬁutlhtarlan philosopher and economi
ionoe capable of carrying on his intellectual legacy.

»  Mill's father, James Mz

who waslaaen *' ¢ 3
ag 1

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

iéuca"“ rule utilitarianism as a method of approaching
utilitaria®ism which corrects what Mill perceived to be flaws.

Rule Viilitarianism

» One aspect of Bentham’s philosophy that Mill rejected outright was the
former’s ‘utility calculus’.

»  Mill argued that happiness was ‘much too complex and indefinite’ to be
calculated in every ethical situation.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

» Therefore, he thought rules should be developed which guide moral agent
happiness.

»  These rules would be developed through trla' ol :r ather than the ut

»  The theory holds that the right actic e wmch follows rules that, if uni
maximum amount of hapr - :ss. a & mm|mum amount of pain.

'9

Iy : f’:/in'g“"bvtthers nearly always causes unhappiness; ther

)

Education

s _ _/
» Followe®Eh masse by everyone in society, these rules will generate, on the

the least pain for the greatest number of people.

» Happiness or pleasure? It is sometimes mistakenly said that Bentham equ
Mill equated it with happiness.
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Higher and Lower Pleasures

>

Key Figures

This is not correct. Both Mill and Bentham equated happiness with pleasur
pleasure qualitatively (in terms of its quality), whereas Bentham measures
quantity).

This means that Bentham was really only concerned with how much pleasu
pain.

Being high on narcotics 24 hours a day, seven days 2>« <, 365 days a year
a bad way to live (provided there were no ill e B jnc::s)

Mill, on the other hand, would Szatiah y ';g 3 mlssmg from a life devoted

Nevertheless, both 2!~ 4 .
hedonics '

J:at the only good in life is pleasure or hap

1L géuco‘t‘*"' 1séd then, to see Mill refer to the principle of utility as ‘the gr=
amount to the same thing.

Addressing Mill’s idea regarding the action resulting in the minimum amou
known as the harm principle — that within rule utilitarianism, an act can be
happiness for the greatest number but also does not do undue harm to an
of the biggest ethical dilemmas that faces act utilitarians — the harm princi
the minorities who may have suffered under act utilitarianism.

Therefore, as it is a consequentialist theory, this is a teleological method of

As stated, unlike the thoughts of Bentham, Mill makes a distinction betwee
pleasure. :

It is hierarchal in terms of the approach towsz s hf 1 nds of pleasures one

Wh|le Bentham measures pIe;aC

'f asures to be pleasures which can be experienced b
',ULh activatles as eating or having sex.

Higher pleasures however, were derived from activities which other anima
the pursuit of understanding philosophy or appreciation of art.

Higher pleasures within Mill’s utilitarian ideals had a higher level of import

] S Mill
»  Mill was an influential thinker in discussions of utilitarianism who lived fro
»  Mill was a committed utilitarian, having been raised bv > z00d friend of Be
» He was the godson of Bentham, so clearly h? va ‘ir' I ":; influence of utilitari
»  His upbringing clearly shows thoiay h, L3 aigh level of familiarisation with
»  He posited his owr.} .

the theg¥Qine -

origina 1?3‘9 Mof utmtarlanlsm

gﬁ.\ﬂ o

> In his life he was also a politician, serving as an MP for City and Westminste
»  His text On Liberty became highly influential regarding social change, such

homosexuality.
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Jeremy Bentham

» As discussed in the previous section, Bentham is widely heralded as being t

» It was his work which was challenged by Mill in terms of needing to introdu

» Heis best known for this development and for positing of the theory of act
known for rule utilitarianism. :

Vtilitarianism b i S < 517

, "'EJoﬁﬁ S%Qart Mill, he defends the ideas of utilitarian ethics.

parcel of rule utilitarianism.

»  He agrees within the text with Bentham’s premise that the happiness of hu
factor which is desirable as an end to an action.

»  Itis within this text that Mill puts forward the idea of differentiation betwe

Student Checklist

No Idea Some: Good

What Do | K ?
at Do | Know Idea ©

Yho was 75 MI e

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Pty « 2. as version of
¥y Bentham’s?

Is act utilitarianism teleological or
deontological?

In what text did Mill posit his ideas?

What is a higher pleasure?

What is a lower pleasure?

COPYRIGHT
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What is an example of each type of
pleasure?

What is hedonism? - A

What is the harm principle?
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Discussion of Issues Raised by Ut

Despite being a hugely popular form of ethics due to the natur

interest, vtilitarianism is not without criticism and weaknesses. There are issues a
itself, as well as with the conflict between acdt utilitarianism and rule utilitarianis

T a «zcular ethical code
<red a utilitarian? Finally

There is also the issue of if we accept that utilitar’ -
with religious ideas. Can a religious persc . 2. ;"'”,,..«
the relevance of the theory in fode 0 “oc & 11 50ciety.

Weakncsscs and Issues Raised by Critique of Vtilitarianism

» Happiness cannot be quantified (made measurable) in the way the hedonic
far more complex and subtle than the hedonic calculus allows.

» Itis too simplistic to apply to the complexities of ethical decision-making an
situation that arise; one principle is not sufficient for this.

»  Other values are arguably more important than happiness, such as justice o
argues that ‘If the word “virtuous” is held to have meaning apart from the g
then utilitarianism as a theory or morality may well be a failure’.*? It also de
important in Christianity, such as charity, compassion and humility.

» Italso does not consider the motive or intention of individuals to have any

» Different people have different opinions on what N nost pleasurable.
how much pain might be sufferable for a 'ate. - v There is a lot of subj
the greatest amount of happme“ foains “eacESt number of people. Vard
of how some people mm!‘ b Ws g © suffer diets and difficult exercise to
would not — |t is tiiy, ‘,;"1 _rter of personal opinion.!

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

»  Act utilitarianism could justify any kind of action, as long as it produces a ba
the majority. This could include actions widely considered to be immoral, s
several people for the enjoyment of the majority. Maclntyre argues that it
attitudes towards the Jews if it could be shown to benefit the majority.'*

» There is no protection of justice for minority groups in society. John Rawls
unfairly distributed between minorities and the majority.

The striking feature of the utilitarian view of justice is that it does not matt
of satisfactions is distributed among individuals any more than it matters
distributes his satisfacﬁons over time.'>

COPYRIGHT
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» This is particularly unconscionable today Wlth the
human rights of all people.

W’ #c mmitment to equ
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12 Vardy, P and Grosch, P, The Puzzle of Ethics (London: Harper Collins), p. 72.

13 Vardy, P and Grosch, P, The Puzzle of Ethics (London: Harper Collins), p. 67.

14 Quoted in Bowie, R, Ethical Studies (Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes Ltd, 2004), p. 46.
15 Rawls, John, A Theory of Justice (1971).
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Strengths

>

Maximising happiness and minimising pain is arguably how most people al
as desirable. This makes it practical and relevant to people’s lives. This als
acceptable ethical theory. Robert E Goodin argues that Bentham’s theory
people pursue hedonism.'®

The hedonic calculus is easy to use and prowdes a cI' +. iractical measure

happiness and exactly what kind of happlnes: =

¥

It would only allow extreme actiz s.mn : v me situations. It could, for exa
say, it was a choice be’twc ort i Wg one person and kang five others. S
but act utiil’ran:' X

Modern Applications and Arising Issues

Conflict with Partiality?

>

Utilitarianism demands that in making moral decisions, the individual mus
preference for certain people. This means that in applying utilitarianism,
give special consideration to the happiness of friends and family. It would
make a friend happy that would make two strangers unhappy. This impar
the duty and partiality we feel we owe friends and family. This makes it a
be very hard for moral agents to show impartiality.

Is It Compatible with Religious Approaches to Morality?

e

Utilitarianism is largely inconsistent with rehglnu Wiy &ll ; because it does
source of moral knowledge.

The value of happiness and s G aso contrary to many Christian tea
of suffering, such as il _.istrated by the suffering of fesus on the cro

ks, < m.'a as 5|tuat|on ethics (which you will have seen in a pre

showmg love to one’s neighbour, rather than happiness. Si
through natural moral law emphasises obedience to religious laws, and str
relativist understandings of morality.

Is 1t Relevant Today?

Yes
>
>
>

Utilitarianism is compatible with today’s secularist views.
Many people pursue happiness and pleasure today, and these are seen as

Utilitarianism’s teaching on the importance of the majority in making deci
values widely upheld today.

_¢h 1s towards the p

Utilitarianism shaped political attitudes at the *ir <, -

SOCIEty today be'ie : “fCayin the principles of justice, rights and the p
in !r..draamsm

s

High pe\Ge#ages of populations of the globe are religious. Utilitarianism s
forms of ethics as many religions preach self-denial for the benefit of othe
an end goal.

16 Goodin, R E, ‘Utility and the Good’ in A Companion to Ethics, edited by P Singer (Oxford: Black
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Key Figures

A Macintyre
»  Alasdair Maclintyre (born 1929) is a Scottish moral philosapher.

» Heis a convert to Roman Catholicism. .
» Hehas in his professional life held the positior o7« - ";és:i)r of Philosophy at:
>

He has opposed the use and practic . ltaamsm on philosophical and
that a better approach worl e 3 'Co.d 6f virtue ethics.

r .-»jﬂdéément follows from the development of go

No Idea | Some Good

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea® | Idea ©

How is the hedonic calculus limited?

What is Vardy’s critique?

How does variation of opinion impact
utilitarianism?

What is Macintyre’s critique?

How does utilitarianism impact th~ r
minority? P W A

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

e :

Whatis a strghgth of hedonism?

How does utilitarianism support
democracy?

In what ways is utilitarianism relevant
today?

In what ways could it be considered to
be irrelevant?
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Practice Exam-style Questio

¢ If you are sitting the AS qualification, please answer the following

7. ‘Utilitarian ethics is not moral because it could be used to justi

¢ If you are sitting the A Level qualification - ... e xfnswer the follo

. 's 1is'immoral because it can be

>  Exhibit awareness and comprehension of differing beliefs, including:
¢ the key ideas of utilitarianism
¢ the ideas of Bentham and Mill
¢ the principle of utility
¢ the hedonic calculus
¢ consequentialism

»  Assess and evaluate differing ideas, including their implication and im
¢ weaknesses of the principle of utility
¢ the ideas of Maclntyre
¢ the issue of minority
+  rule ufilitarianism and the ideas of J S Mill

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 53 of




Euthanasia

Euthanasia

G|L | |O

2 1

The practice of intentionally ending a life because it is
correct thing to do in a situati~-,

Assisted dying

The ending of the life o1’ +r ‘;i.nal"fy ill individual whic

Active euthanasia

Thefr in el o _asia where an action is taken in or
d Y v¢ continued on without that intervention

e form of euthanasia where the medical interventio
withdrawn and they are allowed to die naturally

The idea that life is sacred and shouid only be taken b

Quality of life

The idea that the quality of life and enjoyment of life
important factors when discussing euthanasia

Palliative care

End-of-life care which is aimed at alleviating pain of th

Hippocratic oath

An oath taken by doctors regarding their commitmen

Bodily autonomy

The idea that the individual has the right to decide wh
their body

Voluntary euthanasia

When an individual asks to end their own life

Non-voluntary euthanasia

When an individual is unable to give consent regardin
consent is given by their next of kin

Involuntary euthanasia

When an individual is euthanico. ‘ithout their consen
next of kin, butitisin *=¢ ' & «ir.erestin the view o

Situation ethics

Double effect

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 0% 3

fsecondary effect (such as shortening of lifespan)

Aformof Cluiin “;etm.zé focused around the idea of

& gix)ing of medication towards one end (such as pa

Personalis\Gue®

The idea within Christian situation ethics that the best
most important in decision-making

Slippery slope An argument against euthanasia which posits that it w
those who can be saved to be euthanised - that if one
hard to know where to draw the line.

Persistent vegetative This is a medical state of an individual who has no brai

state recovery, whose body functions due to life-support m

Dignitas Afacility in Switzerland where individuals who wish to

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics
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Types of Euthanasia

Overview Euthanasia, which literally translates from the Ancient Greek as *

practice of infentionally ending a life because it is believed to be the morally cor

distinguish between three forms of euthanasia:

¢ voluntary euthanasia, where a person chooses to end ﬂﬂrr own life and re
for them g

¢ non-voluntary euthanasia, where anoth-r | a5 - nooses to end another p
are unable to decide for themselves -
B A doctor Turnlng off *h .

an example Y N

e s ,‘ivor'r machine of a patient who has bee
Lodry ‘euthanasia. So 100, however, was the No
Ay armg the Second World War.

. =u-hunusm where a person does not wish fo die but a decision i

Key Points

Euthanasia

»  Euthanasia is intentionally ending a life because it is the morally right thing
which is discussed within the context of medicine. It is an issue of great pol
proponents of both sides of the argument regarding how morally permissib

» ltis legal to euthanise animals in the UK, as with many pet owners whose p
with painful or debilitating illnesses, it is not uncommon for a vet to advise
a beloved pet put down. The same is not legal for humans at this pointin ti
there are many different groups who are currently campaigning to change t

» There are different forms of euthanasia, Wth"‘ 3 e :s,::fmj.:l by the ability of

make the decision / take action to end it o me; 5|ong with other facto

ability and capacity to make th-" - i xaon fﬁe matter known.

> ltis usually anissuz -t - wars within serious health issues, such as term
hit s we’is not possible and eventual death from the illness
iéuca to die on their own terms — to die a painless death from drug
rather t%n a potentially painful death as a result of their illness. They wou

to decide how, when and on what terms they die.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

»  Generally, the discussion centres on the religious concept of the sanctity of
religious thought) and the secular concept of quality of life (although this is

» The Hippocratic oath is an oath which is sworn by all doctors. One key aspe
doctors should “first do no harm’ — this raises an issue regarding euthanasia
morally sound action to end a patient’s life, even if that patient wants it to
such a vow.

COPYRIGHT
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» Euthanasia is sometimes termed ‘mercy killing’, as continued life in the situ
painful/unpleasant/undesirable and, therefore, death Wnuld be a better op

»  Currently, euthanasia is illegal in the United Klr""f. iy sw _ver, there are cou
Switzerland, where individuals who wmh i oy favel to facilities such as

» There is an ongoing debat-. o i ~.~;orahty of euthanasia, as well as whe
right to die on thei . A .t " x5 rather than dying of their condition. Many
at sl “Liced their desire for a good death, on their own terms,

o o
3 o3 ¥
XK

H;ll death as a result of health complications.

'9
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» Many of those who oppose euthanasia advocate end-of-life care, such as p
They argue that all life is worth living and it is better to provide pain relief
their lives all together. Palliative care can take place in a hospital, at home,
dedicated to palliative care, such as a hospice.
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Types of Euthanasia

Voluntary euthanasia

The ending of someone’s life via medical interve
at their wishes

Non-voluntary euthanasia

The ending of someone’s life via medical interve
request, usually which they arr.unable to give (e
with the direct consen® . . i’,.one acting on th
family member’ “

Involuntary euthanasia. v

Assisted suicide

Ther o1 3¢ L.‘neone s Ilfe via medical interve
s and agamst their personal wishes. This
witrder, as usually it involves guickening death i
will die anyway, in a more painful manner.

The ending of someone’s life with the aid of ano
medical professional, but need not be

Double effect to achieve an end (such as pain relief) which wil

This is the giving of pain relief or medication to

example, shortening their lifespan.

Active and Passive Euthanasia

>

Legality of Euthanasia

>
>

As established, there are various different types of euthanasia; however, t
categorised into two separate camps, so to speak. These two categories a
euthanasia.

Active euthanasia is actively doing something which will result in the endin
the administering or providing of drugs to an individ: Y r an individual ta
it implies, means an intentional action which w4 5t ,f"erf;‘ would result in
independently, without theaid of lif ..« orc, .achines.

Passive euthanasia is wit! - ‘i'/‘\‘/"{"\ ,Q.ea“%rﬁent or a method of keeping an in
ventilatorgr am - cooy Whach is enabling the body to function that if remo

The crud™;
allowing the individual to die naturally rather than attempting to save or p
euthanasia, on the other hand, is the ending of the life of an individual wh
foreseeable future, even if such a life might be perceived by the individual
a medical condition.

The legal situation surrounding euthanasia in the UK is complicated.

The Suicide Act of 1961 decriminalised the act of suicide. Previously, indiv
attempt were liable to be prosecuted. However, it was still illegal to assist

In 2006, the Assisted Dying Bill, which would " =+ ' wed terminally ill in
to end their lives, was rejected by thﬂ L j e fiords.

In 2009 Debby Purdy, a r2.! iple B ‘eidsis sufferer brought a case to the h
: f X urdy wanted to travel to the Dignitas clinic in
1%;9 !,‘if\ : ,'.; .Qw‘éi;er she wanted to know whether her husband, w
the clin wﬂ&t“ ‘be prosecuted for assisting her suicide. At the time, the |
another person to commit suicide could face up to 14 years in prison.

After a lengthy legal battle, the House of Lords finally issued a ruling: the |
such as the nature of the victim’s ilinesses would have to be taken into acc
take place.
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» The ruling was hailed by pro-euthanasia campaigners as a victory, because
would not be prosecuted for assisting with their partner’s suicide in many ¢

»  This is supported by the fact that, although over 100 British citizens are knot:
since 2002, none of their relatives has been prosecuted on their return to tk:

»  Groups such as the Campaign for Dignity in Dying contmue fo pressure the
and legal reform. :

Legal in..
states of Washmgton and Oreg
) SWltzerIand (e.g. Dignitas clinic)
Netherlands and Belgium

Palliative Care

» Palliative care is the branch of medicine which offers assistance to those w

» Sometimes this is carried out in purpose-built facilities — hospices — but it ¢
even at the individual’s home.

»  Palliative medicine involves drugs and therapies designed to alleviate the pk:
illnesses, along with psychological or spiritual support for the dying and the

»  This approach is holistic, which means it is concerned with the entirety of a
than just their physical symptoms. It can begin days, weeks or even month

»  Palliative care often finds support among religious groups, who consider it
life than euthanasia or assisted dying; the ‘hosplr’ 2 s nent’, for instanc

Saunders, whose views on end-of-life carc w e . = _auch influenced by her
background. Jesus emphaSIsed ol (4 1 5 sicK and needy; therefore, it is
his example.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Exodous 20:13
» This is a Bible verse which is commonly used by Christians who are against
» Itis one of the Ten Commandments, which are the central rules for Christia

»  This Bible verse emphatically instructs believers that to kill is immoral. Ma
euthanasia as they would argue that taking away the life of an individual is
that individual wishes to have their life ended.

COPYRIGHT
The Suicide Act of 1961 | PROTECTED

e i%tempted suicide

» This Act decriminalised the act of suicide, so thqs;_. i
attempted to break a law. .Y

»  As British law is largely form"
of Church and State fj

'9

)

Education

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 57 of



Peter Singer, Rethinking Life and Death: The Collapse of ou

» In this book, Singer argues that euthanasia should be accepted more widel

» He advocates that if our society is focused more on quality of life ideas, the
societa attitudes and laws regarding euthanasia and assisted suicide/dying

» Heargues for a limited use of non-voluntary euthanasi»_ ;uch as in the cas
disabilities which would result in what he would - .o« s _n extremely dimi

-

> He uses the example of Tony Bland, .. sa, d who was euthanised foll
Hillsborough disaster, to il .iat » ‘*;.A,“,'..d;e:‘asfabout quality of life. Mr Bland
of years following b &~ s & ..fien he was 19. He wasin a persistent vege
. . isedin 1993

v

Student Checklist

No Some

?
What Do | Know? Idea® Idea ®

What is euthanasia?

What is voluntary euthanasia?

What is non-voluntary euthanasia?

What is involuntary euthanasia?

What is the view of Peter €~ *9‘
euthanasia? T4 2"

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

What is th!
Kingdom?

What was done by the Suicide Act of 1961 in the
uk?

What is Dignitas?

What is meant by the term ‘palliative care’?

COPYRIGHT
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Why might an individual advocate for palliative care
rather than euthanasia?

What is meant by the term ‘double effect’?

What is an example of a countryin:2in v
euthanasia is legal? s

'9

)

Education

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 58 of




Sanctity of Life and Quality

Overview
- Sanctity of life and quality of life are two key ideas within the

Generally speaking, discourses around sanctity of life dominate religious viewpt:!
of life tends to be a secular argument. Those who believe in sanctity of life be

Those who argue on the basis of quality of life tend .- ju. that some lives a
therefore, individuals facing such a condition hc ild ; ,i,@é‘rmiﬂed to die a pain
own terms and by their own choice. 2% w1 ¢ . ly, i the case of abortion, those
often argue that if, based or 1 a6 1 suid as a genetic condition, a foetus is d
quality of life (i.e. suffc i, .t *n din), it is more merciful to abort.

Key Poye%

Sanctity of Life

»  Sanctity of life is the idea that life is sacred, given to human beings as a gift
This is a religious idea that, within Christianity, has roots within biblical tea
Specifically, the Bible teaches that human life is a gift which is created and

In Genesis, the creation of human life in the form of Adam and Eve is descr

Y V V¥V V¥V

Natural moral law, previously discussed in this course, has as a key precept
upholding of life. Euthanasia is the intentional ending of life. Therefore, it
difficult to see how the ending of life can uphold the sanctity of life.

»  Euthanasia is largely seen as a violation of the sanctitv ~1 life by those who
argue agamst 1t Some argue that lt is the case ol : : én ty usurping the p

A}n the hands of God.

traditionally within rehgious f“' i I .

»  Sanctity of human " » . "', Wny is underlmed by the biblical
250 0 T m'whlch it is written that God created

2 on il image (imago dei), giving human beings a

special :.us:wrchm his creation. Life, therefore, is considered

to be sacred as it is a reflection of God.

'*9

»  Sanctity of life is further enshrined in such biblical teachings as N
Exodus 20, in which the Ten Commandments are given from God to Moses
Exodus 20:13, murder is forbidden. Those who take away the life of anoth
explicitly said to have committed a sin in the eyes of God, and, therefore, m
religious people who hold ideas about the sanctity of life apply this teachin
ideas of euthanasia and see euthanasia as a form of murder.

»  Specifically, the Catholic Church has emphatically stated in its ‘Declaration on
Euthanasia’ that euthanasia violates the sanctity of life and, therefore, it includ

»  Sanctity of life arguments are not limited in their scezgi : the medical issu
other issues surrounding modern medical etk s Su : “as abortion.

=

Quality of Life
»  Quality

- AN that the value of a life can be measured by the qu
1?9‘%“0,‘ to denve from life. Crucial, in this view, is the differentiat
argume.as this view does not give human life innate worth. Human life
innately have inarguable value, but this value is rather defined by attribute

dictates whether or not that life is considered to be worth living.

» This is a view that has secular origins rather than religious origins, so itis b
human reason and ethical systems which are secular rather than religious
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Views on Sanctity of Life Arguments

>

>

Views on Quality of Life Arguments

>

This argument is commonly used in support of movements to legalise euth

Common forms of this argument involve examples of individuals
whose conditions or medical issues have debilitated their

abilities or capabilities to the point at which they believe that The f
their fife is no longer worth living, as they are experiencing far nam
more suffering than good out of their life. For these individuals, chro

they argue, they would prefer death to the life th"' S ‘f\."ced acar

with living or the life they are currently living a theb
, : g quali

Another example of a quahtv o o nentis the desire not and

T condltlon to deterlorate their

to allow an individua'’c

who propose th|s argument argue that they wish to maintain
their dignity, which they feel they would lose should they be
forced to continue living with a disease which would only
deteriorate.

Such arguments draw on arguments of bodily autonomy, such as those of
argue that every individual has bodily autonomy; that is, they are free to a
about their own body and how they wish to treat it. It is not the place of a
about the individual’s body. Therefore, they argue, this includes the right
body ceases to function and the individual dies.

Those who believe that God created life (and it is, thf" “ re, sacred) obvio
the sanctity of life. s &

However, not all Christians agree * '« 1 Hsmu'tls't interpretation of the i
point to a satuataonaiast e 1atl 1 cuthanasia to be more moral. Such a
legalisation of ertl s o thean that a judgement could be made on a

somethané that the majority of Britons today believe in has become such a
to individuals what they can and cannot do with their bodies. Old laws ba
changed as society has, so why not laws regarding euthanasia?

The allowance of euthanasia as a solution to pain and suffering at the end
choosing this and it becoming the norm, resulting in a lack of need for rese
result would be wasted life.

Opposition to quality of life arguments is often aimed at the idea that som
than others. People who hold this view posit that it is immoral to believe
or has a debilitating condition is worth less someX 2 A 1 an individual w
termed to be ableism, a form a discriminctic 1'a suthe disabled.

Organisations such as Care N~ :/l_“_.,}r—_QE“’théir opposition to quality of li

arguement that:

s fm fem of bemg a ﬁnamml emotwnal or care burden upon o
people who are disabled, elderly, sick or depr

7 https://www.carenotkilling.org.uk/about/
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Key Figures

St Thomas Aquinas

’

» Aquinas’s development of natural law has been applied to the debate rega

» Inthis natural law, he proposed the idea of the key precept of the importa
therefore, under natural law euthanasia could ne\{DI oz 3n5|dered to be

» Such ideas, as discussed earlier in thls rovsic 1 , are based in biblical t

Exodus 20:13. w s

V,,;/aé an individual who used the quality of life argument as pa
decriminalise assisted suicide in the United Kingdom. She advocated for t
wanted to die on her own terms and avoid the suffering she believed that
end of her life. This was an argument based on the idea of the quality of li

»  She suffered from motor neurone disease, and wished to ‘... have a quick d
surrounded by my family’.*®

»  She appealed to the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom in the hope th
prosecute any of her loved ones in the event that she did end her own life
to. This was denied.

»  She died in 2002 at a hospice in London as a result of health issues due to

Tony Bland

> Tony Bland was a 22-year-old man who was  vic '{‘:juf the Hillsborough di
Bland being in a PVS (pers;stent vt < state). In 2002, the authorities
removed, and, therefore, ':» unn . m:n‘t passwe euthanasia. His examplei
which alleviated ~L% & g, s ‘was a case of passive euthanasia.

»  His ex¢ 'Lf 5 u.;e'd"ﬁgr Singer in his work Rethinking Life and Death: The C
argue fL~~"1'egal|sat|on of euthanasia.

Key Texts

Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (May 5™
Declaration on Euthanasia

» This is a declaration of the Catholic Church, put forward in the 1980s, whic
opposed euthanasia.

» It termed euthanasia, among other issues, such as abortion and wilful dea

» Onthe issue of assisted suicide or assisting an mdn/ldu"' 0 end their own
can make an attempt on the life of an innocerf r .. vw *hout opposing G
viclating a fundamental right, and thprr‘r e m‘ vt committing a crime o

»  Also, it specifically states thz i) '\ ,A._,norally permissible to even askto b
is permitted to ask fo ‘ af klllmg, either for himself or herself or for
o TR she consent to it, either explicitly or implicitly, nor

119?(@\ permit such an action’.*?

eév“" .

18 BBC News, ‘Husband's tribute to Diane Pretty’ Monday, 13 May, 2002, http://news.bbc.co.uk/
19 Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: Declaration on Euthanasia, The Catholic Chu
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1980

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 61 0

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




» It does, however, permit natural death to take place without medical inte
medical intervention to prolong life would be ‘burdensome’ as it states:

When inevitable death is imminent... it is permitted in conscience to ta
treatment that would only secure a precarious and burdensome prolongati
due to a sick person in sinilar cases is not inter

» It encourages those Christians who are suffermg Bl
Christ as an example, stating that: -

o It of a prolonged il

e dusemoments of life, has a special pl
i m’fd a union with the redeeming sacrifice v
Father’s will.?!

Student Checkhst

No Ildea | Some Good

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea ® | Idea ©

What is sanctity of life?

What is the origin of ideas of sanctity of
life?

What is quality of life?

What are the origins of the quality of Ilfe
argument?

What is the |moortanc

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Who is an &Y ,..;v,-x-;plze of an individual who
campaigned for the right to die?

Which individual was used as an example
in the works of Peter Singer regarding the
morality of euthanasia?

What arguments might be given against
the idea of sanctity of life?

COPYRIGHT
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What arguments might be given against
the idea of quality of life?

What arguments might be given in favour
of the idea of sanctity of life?

What arguments might be glven in ¢ ot e
of the idea of quality of llfo T
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20 Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: Declaration on Euthanasia, The Catholic Chu
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1980
21 |bid.
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Discussions of Issues Raised by the
Ethical Theories to Eutha

Euthanasia is an issue which has been and continues to be at t
around the legalisation and morality of the euthanasia of human beings. It is a
discourse of the UK and beyond, and thus there are var® ... lifferent viewpoin
theories to the debate. It is important to make fh, ] 6n ihat while argume
might oppose euthanasia, not all rellglo- ~ /> pi e h opposition. In the sam
in support of the Iegqllsqnon of Xy w‘_ﬁ,}.

» One of the key precepts of natural moral law is to preserve life. Obviously
intentional ending of a life, it directly contradicts this key precept. Therefo
moral law to the issue of euthanasia, it appears to be immoral.

» Indeed, those who subscribe to natural law, such as the Catholic Church, h
permissible in any situation.

»  Life, in the view of natural law, is divinely given — and taken — by God alon
the position of God, something which is sometimes termed ‘playing God’'.

» Inthe eyes of natural law theologians, euthanasia is wrong.

»  Double effect may be considered to be morally permissible in some cases i
this would not be popularised and is not a viable option for mass euthanasi
an interpretation of natural law, however, and there 2~.. ome who would

» Many argue that the current sanctity of life & gy ’\PKS outdated — the log
religious idea to dictate whatisand ..".  n'c.sgal within a modern age w
majority of adults in the Uri* .ci 't , .‘ri'are becoming increasingly secula

o ncases

» One streﬁgth of natural law is that in not allowing euthanasia, you do not
within the medical community regarding euthanasia.

»  Fletcher rejects the idea that euthanising an individual is playing God, as h
one would have to immediately cease all science and medical endeavours
God in those areas also. He argues, ‘Such beliefs are a hopelessly primitiv
talk, but they hang on long after theologians generally have bid them good

Application of Situation Ethics
»  Situation ethics also has a part to play in the debate regarding euthanasia.

»  The fourth of the working moral principles to govern moral action applicat
that the needs and importance of people are con<idc . w first, not the dem

» ‘Life is sometimes good, and death is scoti. Ser od... Our present laws ak:
civilized... Let the law favour livi- . 01 : ¢ e life’2 - Joseph Fletcher in his
of a father who was grlf‘ x *hf‘ 2.5 of his infant son, who was born with

> Fromthimeec: o at Hetcher s situation ethics affected his view on

ogauof‘

o arﬁpie of a child who was born with Down’s syndrome. His arg
endurea'®y "that child at the time at which it was born {before modern medici
it has at this point in time) would be too great to justify life. This line of argum

22 Bernard Bard and Joseph Fletcher, The Atlantic Monthly, 221 (1968 Apr), p. 59—-64.
http://www.riverbendds.org/index.htm?page=Ffletcher.html
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Slippery Slope Arguments

>

Key Figures

Slippery slope arguments claim that making one, minor change to the law
catastrophic consequences. For example, in the euthanasia debate, it has
medically assisted suicide we would inadvertently put pressure on certain
that euthanasia is an option may strengthen a seriously ill individual’s beli
friends and family. As a result, even if they still want to Ive, they might fe

The problem is compounded if they happento . : :édy,;frelatives with on
testament. Justas itis not theslip but*t- ll * criills the unfortunate mo
with good intentions) some fo* ~x ! sunasia we would be opening the flo

a\:zwn healthcare which exist between countraes and cultures W
o :
WweCessarily translate into another.

There is also concern that by legalising euthanasia, too much power is bei
argued, end the life of an individual who could have been saved otherwise
part and parcel of the slippery slope argument as such negligent medical t
the slope than the current situation.

Joseph Fletcher

>

Fletcher was a liberal Protestant theologian who in the 1960s developed a
based on the maximising of agape love as its primary goal.

¢ inparticular, he argued there were no strictly or n% ictively good or b
decision is only good or bad depending on P« dte ctorsituation it

¢ This was termed situation ethlcs ard 0. ‘rY :.,aed those foIIowmg itt
2
. sed four working principles to govern moral action: pragmat

and personalism.
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Key Texts

Exodus 20:13

» This is part of the passage of the Old Testament book in which God imparts
Commandments, of which the fifth is not to take any life — "Thou shalt not
euthanasia on the basis of natural law may use this verse to support their o
morally wrong within the Bible to take life — anv )

John 15:12-13 bl

» Here jesus statestha* | ,,_,ommand he has towards humanity is that t
‘ ﬁ tas towards them From thls authoritative state

P Singer, Rethinking Life and Death: The Collapse of Our Tr-
Oxford, OVP, Chapter 7

»  Peter Singer in this book makes the case for the abandonment in the mode
towards life and death.

» He uses the example of Tony Bland, a 22-year-old who was euthanised follo
Hillsborough disaster.

Student Checklist

Idea

What Do | Kngw "‘

What were Joseph Fletcher’s views on euthanasia?

What example did he use to illustrate his ideas?

How did the fourth proposition fit within euthanasia arguments?

What was Peter Singer’s view on Euthanasia?

What is meant by the term ‘slippery slope’?

Why might some people think that euthanasia would create a
slippery slope?

Why might some people disagree with this?

What is one Bible verse used to support an argumen’
euthanasia? .
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Practice Exam-style Questio

¢ If you are sitting the AS qualification, please answer the following

9. Assess the view that religious people might argue that euthana
the United Kingdom. (30)

¢ If you are sitting the A Level qualific ti n _case answer the follo

»  Exhibit awareness and comprehension of differing beliefs, including:
¢ key ideas about what euthanasia is
¢ voluntary, non-voluntary and involuntary euthanasia
¢ the legal situation
¢ the right to die movement

» Assess and evaluate facets of religious approaches and differing idea
impact, such as:
¢ quality of life arguments
+  sanctity of life arguments
+ examples such as Diane Pretty
4 autonomy
+ slippery slope arguments
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Business Ethics

_______________________________________ GLL O

2 1

Corporate social i ; g
P The issues that businesses need to conszlder in order to fu

responsibility :

Whistle-blowing When an employee alerts ‘| uti or their seniors to eth
Employer Person or corm Ay T;Jffers bermanent or temporary
Stakeholder(s) Ar: ‘ ora group of individuals who have a vested
Customey :;_’;,;fﬁéun;ers of goods who willingly pay to receive the goo

Profit-maXRigs®

The generation of financial gain from a business endeavo

Economy A system of capital flow of input and output

Globalisation The increasing interaction and integration of individuals a
of developments in modern technology

Capitalism An economic system based on ownership of property and
and for profit

Good ethicsis good  The theory that by having good, ethical business practice
business and, therefore, more profit

Hypocritical window  The practice by a company of marketing themselves as et
dressing contains poor ethical standards.

Stakeholder Theory A theory which posits that all stakeholders involved within a
when making business decisions ;

Ethical Things which are consider .t ‘b tffbréily right

=€ LC 4o ored to be morally wrong

Unethical

SWOT

Things which

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

i ﬁoiifical E - economic S - social T - technological E - e

The rights of non-human creatures to be treated fairly an

Treatment of

crkais The rights of employees to have a fair working environme

Treatment of

suppliers The right of those who are supplying goods to be paid a f

Treatment of

The way in which consumers of goods are treated by a bu
customers

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics Page 67 o




Corporate Social Responsi

Overview
Ethics affects nearly every area of life, and businesses are no

endeavours by individuals developed in order to make profit. Individuals involve
are themselves interested in making profit, although many may also have an inte
business conduct. Within a capitalist society, there is the need for businesses to r
that their business practice is ethical. This end is practi-.! o gh the use of corp
(CSR), also known as corporate conscience, wh'sh  ixe, * ay'various types of ethic
affecting the practice of corporate socic 1.3 . asibiiity. It is also important to ex
ethical theories, which for the 24 01 I 3 wourse will be utilitarian and Kantian et

General ‘Pomts

> Business ethics is the ethical considerations necessary for the practice of se
regulation from an external body.

> One of the key aspects of business ethics is the concept of corporate social

> This is the business philosophy which has the aim of attempting as a busine
and wants of all the stakeholders involved in that business.

> Inorder to have a meaningful conversation about this, we must first unders
‘stakeholder’ — it is not simply the owners of the business whose interests

»  Stakeholder theory is a theory of business ethics first posited by lan Mitroff
Organizational Mind, {1983). Itis a theory of business ethics which posits t
of the different stakeholders within a business wh~r. - o ing ethical decisio

view of emphasising the role of the sharehol ;:er":f’/" _s.business owners).

»  Different kinds of stakeholder< - « 1 de

shareholders L

government
local community
suppliers

* & 6 6 O o0

»  Within capitalism, there is a variety of ethical and unethical behaviours, wh
of corporate social responsibility.

> ltis also important for businesses to consider various factors which are of ¢
business ethical and unethical behaviour, which are discussed below.

»  The challenge laid within corporate social responsibility hter e
. . o . . stakeholders
is whether or not human beings can thrive in a situation
which is centred around capitalistic and |
materialistic/consumerist environments, cuc ’d"* 1 .
corporate businesses. '

> Corporate social respar i = v -] the application of
ethics to zgiising: t o .hent enable human beings

‘ nt i gate these environments in a way

. them to behave in the way they consider

to be ethlcal and attempt to achieve the end which is

most moral.

» Two main considerations will be given here — utilitarian ethics and Kantian
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Types of Ethical and Unethical Behaviour

» There is a variety of different factors which affect the way in which busines
ethical or unethical.

» These include:
¢ animal rights
¢ treatment of workers
¢ treatment of suppliers
¢ treatment of customers e
*

S — Strengths W - Weaknes

O - Opportunities T — Threats

» This analysis can be used to make a business more ethical.

An example of a situation in which someone might use the SWOT analysis i
ethical is as follows:

o

2 ays his workers the minis
wants to raise the wages of hl¢ ol s s e would like to pay them the liv
he thinks this would trec ", - ‘rr 2 Jyees better and make his business more
order to e“'""za* A ) auc of makmg this change.

Bob owns a small grocery business in a bia =it 1

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

S -Thige ' ,.vgths would be that this would make his business more ethica

W —The weaknesses would be that it would be an extra cost in labour forB

O -Opportunities would be that it would motivate staff, improve worker m
and increase productivity as a result.

T -—Threats would be that increased morale and productivity are not guar
and, therefore, the added cost may not be offset by the benefits of incre:
productivity.

Based on this analysis, Bob makes the decision to take the risk, as he believe
employees a living wage will boost morale and lead to a better situation for CO PY RlG HT

a whole. PROTECTED

»  Thereis a further acronym which is useful for the .~

- s, of business ethic

7

» Thisis a method of measuring a bus|M el Ll criteria against different
are listed below: . 20

'9

P — political

q 1) 09

2
.
¢ S A
\as” -
¢ T-¥hnological EdUCO‘thﬂ
¢ E-environmental
¢ — legal
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Application of Kantian Ethics

>

Y V V V¥V

Application of Vtilitarian Ethics

e

Kantian ethics has quite a lot to say on business ethics and corporate social res
good deal of sense considering that the founder of the ethical theory, Immanu

Within Kantian ethics, businesses should be viewed as being made up of hu
duty to one another and, therefore, in this sense they should be viewed as
Respect between those involved in a business is of Uiz :t importance.

Businesses should be relatively democr“* " :/dﬁf = antlan ethlcs

-

Kantian ethics agrees Wlth 3" “a } = to stakeholder theory.

uSt be to benefit all of the stakeholders.

o, "?f :(antaan ethlcs which posits the kingdom of ends is key — hu
@ 1ves rather than a means to an end. Therefore, there is a vari
need to be considered through the lens of the principle of the kingdom of e

For example, trying to price one’s goods so that the consumers will choose
competitor’s would be considered here to be unethical, as it is using the co
rather than treating them as an end in themselves.

Bribery within a business environment would be completely against Kantian
being as a means to an end rather than treating them as an end in themselv

The environment is one of the key considerations of corporate social respo
is considered fair for the environment to be used by business, but it is emp
used in moderation as the maxim of over-utilising the resource of the envir
and, therefore, cannot be considered to be ethical.

Kantian ethical approach to corporate social responc’ . l has various stren
the importance of the dignity of the individu- ;s "d . Svides a contrast and
of utilitarian ethicists. y-

The democratic wewpr* N Kr n dun ethlcs which takes into consideration
different chke‘“ my, Fits well with our democratic society.

it also dlctates that as long as such laws are ethical, a busines

Furthe o)
e

a compc._,,.,-wh1ch is set by the country in which the business is based.

s"b

Unlike Kantian ethics, which is deontological, utilitarian thinking is consequ
concerned with the method of arriving at an end, so long as the end garner
greatest number. This causes somewhat of a problem in terms of not being
of an action, as well as potentially opening up utilitarian ethics as a way to €
an overall positive result for the business.

The application of utilitarian ethics is multifaceted when concerning busine
forms of utilitarianism and thus the differing ways in whirh it can be applie

Generally speaking, act utilitarianism is the fO'“”! o «4 ”tr. ‘ianism which cau
attempting to apply this method of thlr dig umriess ethics.

Concerning CSR, act utilit=7! 1|>f Md emphasnse the quantity of happine
generated should L« 4 “ g, eatest number. This leaves there being grea
Int 4w s 6t the consumers.

Therefd .fhm act utilitarianism, it would be considered fine to exploit th
making a product by paying them extremely low wages, as it will theoretica

which will in turn result in the happiness of the consumers, as they will hav

Bentham certainly saw the consumers as the largest group of stakeholders,
their position as being the priority in terms of developing happiness for the
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»  Rule utilitarianism differs in that it does believe consumers are important s
importance within a company and within the stakeholder hierarchy; by con
that all those involved within a business are equally important. It advocate
involving compromises, leading to a give-and-take approach towards the ba :
of those consuming the material goods and the welfare of those who are m

»  Peter Singer, an important utilitarian, viewed the envirorment as being an
important to ensure that we are not unduly dam- > it : environment.

»  Proponent of a duty-based attitude towards ethics
»  Prominent businessman during his life, meaning that his ethical approache
>

Developed the hypothetical and categorical imperatives

Jeremy Bentham
»  Founder of utilitarian ethics
»  Developed the principle of utility

»  Largely associated with act utilitarianism

John Stuart Mill

»  Developer of utilitarian ethics, addir= * - d

» Developed the harm princiy’ 5 .‘

_ule utilitarianism

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

> Largely aggacia’s * .
S
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Key Texts

“The Social Responsibility of Business is to Increase its Profit
(13" September 1970) in New York Tirmes Magazine, The N
Company

»  Thisis an article which was first published in 1970 in . -~ h the author, Milt

5 shiould not necessar

notion of corporate social responsibility, whi-J.i ¢s

» Heinstead posited the idea that ' « /e . . Id be moral responsibilities plac
micro level (e.g. day-to-d-.. fird | 1eractions).

TR businesses had no responsibility towards the com

O
Japitaiism, he argues, should achieve social good in and of itse

method ¥ disciplining corporations.

Student Checklist

No Idea | Some Good

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea ® | Idea ©

What is corporate social responsibility?

What are all of the different kinds of
stakeholders?

What factors might be considered with
regard to ethical or unethical beha' .1+ B .
company? |

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Whatis m  th > eni 'SWOT analysis’?

What is meant by the acronym ‘PESTEL'?

How does Kantian ethics apply to corporate
social responsibility?

How does utilitarian ethics apply to
corporate social responsibility?
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Whistle-blowing

Overview - — - -
Whistle-blowing is the act of an employee alerting or revealin

using unethical practice, even if it is against the contract of the individual. A wh
chooses to draw attention to this malpractice within a busmess by shedding light
or those outside the company, depending on the srruomc" .

S

This is reliant on the moral code of the indi- >+ . = mowmg 1he whistle can be
cost to the individual, i.e. putting *t. 4 b ity at risk. It is important too whe
theories to such ideas, suck j! of Kantian ethicists and utilitarians.

General Points

»  Whistle-blowing is the term that is used to describe the act of an individual
out a company for ethical malpractice.

»  Whistle-blowers throw abuses of a business’s ethics into the spotlight and r
business conduct to the public.

»  An example of a famous whistle-blower is Edward Snowden.

» He previously worked for American intelligence agencies, such as the NSA a
was considered to be sensitive information in what he declared to be a whi

» He believed that their level of surveillance could easily bP misused and han

>
>
>
» Heisc! @CQ imng in an unknown location in Moscow, Russia, having bee
» Thisisan example which is used by many as an example of the extreme cos

who choose to blow the whistle on issues they see within their places of wo

»  While Mr Snowden is one of the most famous examples of a whistle-blowe
is not always so large scale; it could be as small as calling out a business pra
its books (a colloquial term referring to a form of fraudulent malpractice wh
in order to financially benefit a company).

»  Occasionally, there are issues regarding the idea that within some compani
whistle-blowing might be a failure to comply with the contract of an individ
have signed an NDA {non-disclosure agreement) with their employer, so to
in breach of their contract and they have broken their agreement

» In other instances, it might be a case in whtch e 0 ],¢dL 3I would be consid
Some whistle-blowers may even face izilim F + wieir decision to blow the

c. v whlstle blowing is an ethical practice
g accountablllty for those invelved with bus

» There is debate about whe*|
upsides to the pm(* @

ng serves the interest not only of those who are blowing the
agrees with the ‘good ethics is good business” principle (which will be cover
practices as whistle-blowing should theoretically lead to improvements in b
of employees, and, in theory, an increase in profit.
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Application of Kantian Ethics

>

Application of Vtilitarian Ethics

e

>

Key Figures

Kantian ethics is deontological ethics, or duty-based ethics. Therefore, the
individual to do the right thing is at the heart of this particular form of ethi

It is important, then, that we examine how this duty-based ethical system
blowing and consider whether or not it can be considered to be a duty.

: 4f.e 1 *SpOﬂSIblhty of th
s of obwously bad ethical

In Kantian ethics, it is considered both the ng; =1 |
they see or hear of somethmg whtcb i ‘» ©

Kantian ethicists Wouid Doithe s ~‘1|s isana priori maxim — it is pure reas

duty to rewaal m. ' -
i) :

;co“nfhct within the idea of the duty of whistle-blowing within

contract®within Kantian ethics should always be considered to be binding

It would be impossible to universalise a maxim which would see a contract
completely nullify the need for there to be a contract. If a contract includ
disclosure agreement) then it could be considered to be breaking this cont
be wrong within Kantian ethics, and, therefore, comes into conflict with th
be considered to be a duty.

In utilitarian ethics, as always, there are mixed ideas and responses. In ge
the action should achieve the greatest happiness or pleasure for the great

A utilitarian viewpoint towards whistle-blowing, theref 3, would vary fro

1

to what will garner the greatest happiness fo* f"g 1’%83-{ number in that

Therefore, should blowing the WhisE dltuatlon result in improving th
workers at minimum cr"i s et proflt for one shareholder, then an a
be good.

S

Howev ;he fhp snde should the whistle-blow result in an issue for th
being th Fonsumers, then it would be considered to be immoral and not i

result in unhappiness of the largest number of people.

Conversely, within rule utilitarianism, the higher pleasure of valuing indivi
your employees to be heard would be considered to be of greater good. T
open, honest workspace where individuals are able to blow the whistle wo
good than simply producing cheap products.

Eoward Snowoen

>

Born in 1983, Mr Snowden was a former IT pr-fe s - ’él \.ho had worked
CIA and the NSA, which are both comni i s 5"‘_. v'dre paramount for the
States. He realised through ki~ ¢ ! a-tne level of surveillance and pow
the surveillance of ciritii - his opinion, too great. He blew the whi

o 1 .
\yﬂ"“ S government found him guilty of espionage, and he is curre

He is one of the most famous examples of a figure who is associated with
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No Idea
®

Some
ldea ©

What is whistleblowing?

gé%‘)ﬂ :

individual Ioéfng their job?

Who was Edward Snowden?

How does Kantian ethics apply to whistle-
blowing?

How does utilitarian ethics apply to
whistle-blowing?
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Good Ethics is Good Busi

Overview — - -
This is the idea that the structure of business and human nature

good ethical practices, this will attract consumers and hard-working (and happ
business will be proficient and make a good profit. In other words, good ethic
business model and good business practice. ;

g

One of the issues, however, that arises within thi ;
when a company attempts to give th~."ap - . >nof bemg more ethically consc
business in order to attempt *~. ain Ly Le snefits of the theory of good ethics g

General Points

» The idea of the theory of ‘good ethics is good business’ is a cyclical structur
that if a business practises good ethical standards within the running of the
better productivity for the company, better products, a raised profile for th
the number of customers choosing to buy from that business.

Increased Bettefr
rofit wages for
P employees

»sat‘sfactlon
and sales

Better
customer
service
> You can see how the positive feedback cycle represented above would be b
for businesses to experience.

» One of the drawbacks of this ethical theory is that when it is attempted disi
motivations, the danger arises of hypocritical window dressing.

» There is some argument regarding whether or not the concept of corporat
hypocritical window dressing.

> Hypocritical window dressing is the phrase which is used *o refer to the ins
market itself as fulfilling many of the ends of corp' 7os f‘:ial responsibility
CSR are comparatively very poor. - S

» One example of hypocritical vi-
their consumption of nr .

Ar Lsing mlght be a company advertis
riergy or begun recycling significantly m

oC !y i indow dressing occurs when this effort has not bee

ea;Euon the company to improve its business’s ethics, but in comp

W or example.

» It might market this as the company making a unique and concerted effort
hope that it might attract more environmentally friendly customers and als
in order to raise the common view, also with the end of gaining more busin
profit.
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» This example is a specific form of hypocritical window-dressing known as gr
types of hypocritical window dressing; however, greenwashing is a good ex
which hypocritical window dressing happens.

Application of Kantian Ethics

> In principle, Kantian ethics would agree with and sup~~. jood business eth
the duty of caring for the staff, valuing emplo‘ soar ”all stakeholders all th
firmly support the idea of good busmf‘"% YajC

rde 0 uctempt to simply gain more profit, th

> However, if this was done
5 . achieve an end and does not fulfil the third ca

as it is using hUm;r T

> Hypocrit1ca| window dressing within Kantian ethics is specifically wrong.

» It treats consumers as a means to an end. By feeding them information wit
with the end goal of raising profits overall, this is treating the individual con
of increased profit rather than as human beings who are an end in themselv

Application of Vtilitarian Ethics

» Within utilitarian ethics, one of the main features is gaining the greatest ha
Should ethical business result in good business, then this would work well w
everyone theoretically happier under the new good business ethics, but als
are the quantatively largest group, are happier because they are receiving b
Therefore, within act utilitarianism, it would be considere- to be a good thi

> Within rule utilitarian ethics, the ‘good ethics iz 5 ov :ﬁsf}ess model thrive
the stakeholders. Good business ethwc 2 Jlk e good business productiv

therefore, would be conSIderP”‘ oA ssitive thmg

» Furthermore, it fulfi: 4 S pleasure of creating a positive difference t

No Idea | Some Go

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea ® | Ide

What is meant by the phrase ‘good ethics is
good business’?

What is meant by ‘hypocritical window
dressing’?

What is meant by ‘greenwashing’?

What benefits would greenwashmg h:u
business? e

greenwashmg?
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Globalisation

Overview With the increasing ease of travel and communication in the mo

meant that human beings in distant countries are able to take part in business in
process has resulted in the need for businesses to adapt their practices and thei
within new cultures. Therefore, within business ethics {especially considering corp
impact that this has on the stakeholders needs to be con:*.’x sd.

F

The development of new technology om'*' e ei’berience of the world m
resulted in the need for a negotiz i *’F application of business ethics, and i
. .J'of experience within business.

5

important tG consider regarding the impact ThIS can hcwe on the ethical conduct

Key Points

General Points

»  Globalisation widens the pool of considerations regarding the number of pe
margin.

» One of the biggest effects on businesses in general is that they have now ‘g
their products in one market, they are now selling them in multiple market
cultures with differing values, and, therefore, this introduces various consid

»  An example of how globalisation has affected the or i s which have bee
phenomenon of fast food which is McDonald s .

» Mcbonald’s is well known for a-' ;¢ fﬁg s ey based on the wants of the
in different markets al' o HF ¢ ooe.

e Ul A 'q &nd:varlous other features of the famous restauran
é;gw ‘on the location of a certain branch, demonstrating that gl
has resU™® in the diversification of branding and the flexibility of products

to differing markets.
» In America the supersize option is available, which it is not in the UK.

» InIndian McDonald’s they do not sell beef, as in India the cow is considered
appropriate to eat.

» In Portugal they serve alcohol with some McDonald’s meals as this is more
area, as they have a different social attitude towards the consumption of al
world.

» In Sedona, Arizona, the famous yellow McDonald’s ‘M’ is a different colour
on signs within that state.

»  We can see clear and varied dlfferentlatlon Vo e company alone depe
world — this is globalisation mamfp 7 -

»  Globalisation has mear\*i : s 1\_sses have the opportunity to diversify a

endeavourgans ' - ! L iltea in vast expansion of some companies in some
e . ");oé‘\ﬂ/hen considering this new modern phenomenon and
@eothical business practice.

» ltalso ai\ows companies to diversify their business practice and their sourci
common method of outsourcing labour to countries where wages are perh
within the United Kingdom. This then raises the ethical question of whethe
treatment of workers and if this is an ethical business practice.
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>

Application of Utilitarianism

>

Application of Kantian Ethics

>

s

‘7

A further concern regarding globalisation is the increased stress put on the
individuals and companies are now able to fly in goods and trade with peo
been too far out of the bounds of what is geographically possible.

These developments will be discussed with reference to both Kantian and

Utilitarian ethics pursues the greatest NS % 1 the greatest number.
the stage of globalisation — thn 4 oe sme much greater than those enc
business. L

Many busmesses have capitalised on the lack of minimum wage and the la
workers, meaning that they can manufacture goods in such countries at a
were manufactured in the United Kingdom.

Examples of such places in which this is taking place are India and China.

Act utilitarianism, which is proposed by Bentham, would have no issue wit
happiness for the greatest number as the desirable ethical end.

Therefore, as there are arguably far more consumers than there will be w
Bentham argues that this is morally permissible.

Rule utilitarian John Stuart Mill would disagree, however. He would argue
considered to be more important than the amount of pleasure The highe
ethical working environment would win out.

Furthermore, Mill’s harm principle would orc e “a _,f.‘kirs‘ti of morally per
workers.

Preference utilitarianis"j ;

‘f’w env:rcnmental impact of globalisation, both Mill and Benth
! §
in#03 e — that is to say, value in and of itself. They do not agree

oy

Bentham would give businesses free rein in how they treat the world and i
resources.

Mill would disagree as he argued that it could be used in moderation, but
environment is wrong when kept unchecked.

Kantian ethics has strict codes of duty as it is a system of ethics which is str
duty.

Kantian ethics cannot under any situation Justifw y -« ¢ outsourcing che

order to cut costs and maximise profits. .5 . ‘n Heaigs have a duty to othe
morally and to prioritise them ~' . « ’th ederatlon of profits.

It cannot use worke” 4. o “mns fbdan end, as a result of the principle of t
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»  Kantian ethics posits criteria for the treatment of workers within a busines

outsourcing, and these are as follows:

1. Any outsourced workers must choose, free from coercion, to do the j

2. The work that is being offered must a) be meaningful and b) provide t
advancement.

N ’ieives ethically.

3. The work must allow the individual to devellfﬂ

-

4. it must provide the individuals wi* - ;. 'dia(yon which they can bo
affords them activities v\ ¢ © ™ tanenjoy.

nnpact of globalisation, Kantian ethics empha
*I}f -u. 3 L.avcorporate social responsibility, it would be impossib
o . . .

#5011 fronts as well as sustain a working business.

v

ethical &

Lo

» When na\.;igating how to make these decisions as a business, Kantian ethics
decisions made by businesses as if they were made by individuals.

Student Checklist

No ldea Some

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea® Idea

What is globalisation?

What impact has globalisation had or.
business? Al

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

What issues have arisen considering
globalisation?

How might Kantian ethics approach these
issues?

How might utilitarian ethics approach these
issues?
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Practice Exam-style Questio

¢ If you are sitting the AS qualification, please answer the following

11. Assess the view that Kantian ethics is the best approach to practi

¢ If you are sitting the A Level qualification - ... e xfnswer the follo

12. ‘Kantian ethics is the best -1 . . of approéching business ethic

In yourdanswer you should:
»  Exhibit awareness and comprehension of differing beliefs, including:
¢ the definition of business ethics
¢ key ideas of corporate social responsibility
¢ key ideas of Kantian ethics

»  Assess and evaluate facets of Kantian ethics and differing ideas, includ
impact, such as:

¢ the strengths of the application of forms of Kantian ethics to busin
¢ the weaknesses of the application of forms of Kantian ethics to bu

¢ the strengths and weaknesses of these forms of Kantian ethics whe
whistle-blowing, globalisation, corporate social responsibility and
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Mark Schemes

Levels of Response (AS)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)

5 The student’s answer will display very good knowled", - 1 understanding. It
(13-15 question, and contain a great amount of apr' L teyit applied appropria
marks) understanding of the relevanti issuer v ove zopod breadth or depth. There

language and substantlal refia hs Jppropﬂate scholars, academic opinio
The student’sans: .= .ay good knowledge and understanding. It w
a .
(10-12
marks} Vise of technical language and a good number of references to appr
or sources of wisdom.

3 The student’s answer will display adequate knowledge and understanding.

(7-9 question, contain a fair amount of applicable content and show a general u
marks) though without depth or breadth. There will be some technical language a
references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisdom

’ The student’s answer will display a rudimentary knowledge and understand

(4-6 the question, contain some applicable content and show a limited understa
will be some technical language and a few references to appropriate schola
marks) wisdom.

1 The student’s answer will display a poor knowledge and understanding. It

(1-3 disregarded the question, contain little applicable content and show a very
marks) relevant issues. There will be minimal technical language and very few refe
academic opinions or sources of wisdom.
Level o s 3 ‘iesponse (AO2)

5 The student’s answer will give a2 d adysis “and evaluation. It will h

(13-15 persuasive and coherent 7 o .J\nth well-developed justification and e
wilt fully and sk e iy e questuon There w;ll be a precise use of te
marks} e e
E *ig er ‘s answer will give a good analysis and evaluation. It will have

4 g ﬁé& ¥herent argument, with some well-developed justification and evid
(10-12 | wili pertmently address the question. There will be a mainly precise use of
marks) | number of references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or source

argument.

3 The student’s answer will give an adequate analysis and evaluation. It will

(7-9 give a coherent argument, though it will lack full justification and evidence
marks) generally address the question. There will be some well-used technical lan
partly effective references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or sou:

’ The student’s answer will give a rudimentary analysis and evaluation. It wil

(4-6 successful efforts to give a coherent argument, but with minimal justificatio
marks) presented, and will only partly address the question. There will be some te
ineffactive references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or source

1 The student’s answer will give a poor analysis and evaiu';tion. It will have m

(1-3 argument, ack justification and evidence for th" W5 li}fesented, and will
marks) wilt be minimal technical language and :ver - sy, references to appro
or sources of wisdom. L P

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies Revision Summaries: Ethics

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g
)

Education




Levels of Response (A Level)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)
The student’s answer will display excellent knowledge and understanding.

6 and nuanced focus on the question, and will contain a pertinent and wide-r
(14-16 | appiied with flair. It will show a very detailed understanding of the relevan
marks} | breadth and depth. There will be a rigorous use of e sical language and s

to appropriate scholars, academic op;monf 224290 L 's ov'wisdom.

5 The student’s answer will dlsplav Vol 2 d ; N‘l’édge and understanding It
(11-13 guestion, and will contam 2t ;
marks}

er = answer wnll display good knowledge and understandlng It w

4 and will contain a good amount of applicable content, generally a
(8-10 | on the whole a solid understanding of the relevant issues with moderate d
marks) | mostly precise use of technical language and a good number of references

opinions or sources of wisdom.

3 The student’s answer will display adequate knowledge and understanding.

(5-7 question, contain a fair amount of applicable content and show a general u
marks) though without depth or breadth. There will be some technical language a
references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisdom

) The student’s answer will display a rudimentary knowledge and understand

(3-4 the question, contain some applicable content and show a limited understa
marks) will be some technical language and a few references to appropriate schola
wisdom.

1 The student’s answer will display a poor knowledge and understanding. It

(1-2 disregarded the question, contain little applicable content and show a very
marks) relevant issues. There will be minimal technical ianm i and very few refe
academic opinions or sources of wisdom. e o
Level
The student’s ar.

6 an el '

(21-24 | "‘d 1.«0 ‘will thoroughly and skilfully answer the question. There wil
marks} | t¢ gévc“ language and significant and substantial references to appropriat
sources of wisdom which enhance the answer.

5 The student’s answer will give a very good analysis and evaluation. It will h
(17-20 persuasive and.coherent argument, wifch weII-deveIeped justiﬁcation and e
marks) will fully and skilfully answer the question. There will be a precise use of te

references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisdom
The student’s answer will give a good analysis and evaluation. It will have

4 give a coherent argument, with some well-developed justification and evid
(13-16 | will pertinently address the question. There will be a mainly precise use of
marks) | number of references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or source

argument.

3 The student’s answer will give an adequate analysis and evaiuation. It will
(9-12 give a coherent argument, though it will tack full justifit:"{tion and evidence
marks) generally address the question. There will be some ::,e. iused technical lan

partly effective references to approprla*e '

2

(5-8
marks} i _m .
- G -

1 17;‘23\0“

(1-4 a\e##®ent, jack justification and evidence for the views presented and will
marks) will be minimal technical language and very few, if any, references to approg:
or sources of wisdom.
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Indicative Content

1.
2.

‘Natural law is the best approach to modern ethical issues.” Discuss. (AS)
Assess the view that natural law is the best approach to navigating ethical issues i

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below.

Natural moral law is a traditionally held religious theory. . v and morality.

It is a set of precepts based on biblical princiole Gat ch i3s originally conceived
by St Thomas Aguinas, who is consnde ‘ ‘e . individual who first put forw
law. 1

Natural morai law ‘r?ﬂ

He reasoned that alt humans have a natural purpose towards which God wants t
purpose, or telos, will bring humans into unity and fellowship with God and ena
highest human potential.

There were two sources Aquinas believed that humans could use to understand this
humanity: the Bible and the world (The Bible is considered revelation, so it reve
about God. The world also reveals God’s moral law because it was designed by
has signs of its creator in its design) and Reason (Aquinas believed very strongly
reason to gain knowledge about God. Aquinas argued that through reason we c
actions would fulfil our natural purpose.)

Aquinas developed a key precept, which is that we should aim to do good and to
Aquinas believed that through reason, the Bible and the world, it became clear t
number of ‘primary precepts’ that formed the basis of natural moral law. Altho
provide a list himself, it is clear that he thought the following five rules were the
preserve life, to reproduce, to educate children, to worshlp ("od to create an or
society. -

These rules are absolute and to disobey them i= aié: Ay s do wrong.

Secondary precepts, or other rules abov oy, _.4 be derived from these.

(AO2) Students may analyse and & 1

Ways in which naturai !av Y

- question through the arguments belo
considered the best approach:
‘iieemto be umbued with goodness, e.g. natural disasters

God created the universe and the moral law within it.
It is also based on the premise that there is life after death and that the purpose
with God and his purpose for us.
Aquinas’s focus on reproduction as one of the five primary purposes of human li
for couples who cannot reproduce, such as because they are infertile.
Aquinas commits the naturalistic fallacy and attempts to move from an ‘is’ (God’
(that God'’s will ought to be followed).
It is based on Aquinas’s assumptions and belief in God, which he saw as natural,
on order, which he saw as based on kings and barons, etc. Both these points hig
theory, despite its claims to objectivity, could in fact be culturally relative.
Christians might believe that Jesus taught a less legalistic ethical theory and a m
based on love for one’s neighbour. They may, therefore, ch( pseto follow situat
natural moral law. Waas
Feminist critics may argue that Aquinas is num ¢ 4* L a"’medxeval misogynist,
place in the modern world. Forinciy ce - Jr;mary precept which commands
procreate implicitly assurr: ff‘a‘f « 3en "have a God- -given duty to produce chil
would be consider ¢ & eople to be old-fashioned, if not outright offensi
P po S X “s..azt"bhilosopherj P Sartre famously claimed that ‘existence
';adea that humanity had a purpose {an ‘essence’} before it existed
assumn in the face of our experience as radically free beings.
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Ways in which natural law may be considered to be the best approach:

e Aquinas’s approach to human nature and its purposes is compatible and common

. It is clear — there is very little ambiguity within natural law, meaning that moral de
clear and easy to make.

] It appeals to reason, which all humans have and can exercise to make moral decisi
is universaf and applicable to all.

. It is an objective theory which holds that certain actlons P aerently and absolu

*  The doctrine of double effect and other adaptatic ... 4 5 proportionalism give
degree of flexibility when it comes to dP""x L ite o e'of life’s more perplexing

° Evolutionary neuroscientists suct. o ) Vr 1 Jiriker may argue that some aspects o
behaviour are determine.. 5 . vie )y ‘

4. Assess the view that situation ethics is the best approach to ethlcs based on Christia

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below.

. Situtation ethics is a form of situation Christian ethics developed by Joseph Fletche

) He developed this form of Christian ethics in response to social changes in the twe
as the development of the contraceptive pill, the increasing secularisation of socie
rights movement.

. It was a new Christian ethical approach which was more flexible and appealed mor
within society.

. Fletcher believed that the existing form of Christian ethics was far too legalistic, so
believed that Jesus himself stood opposed to in his lifetime

. In the teachings of situationalism, as long as the interests of agape, the central ide
love specific to the teachings of Christianity, are served, then an actlon can be said
agape, maxims are derived.

. Fletcher put forward six propositions in orderto g’ v 'pi 1, "naqc basis for situatio
intended to show how agape should be A TOu j' ana apphed to different ethica
agape is mheremly good therulln e _heistian decision is agape; love and ju

- ?g.v.:w"‘ah"fs the best thing for their neighbour; the

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

These are: pragmatism, relativism, positivism and personalism.

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the arguments below

Students may give any of the following reasons why situation ethics is the best interp

Christian Scripture:

e Itisin keeping with Jesus’s teaching and his rejection of legalism, so it is suitable fo

e Jesus taught that the first most important commandment is to love God and the se
important commandment is to love your neighbour.

e  Jesus states here that it is through the lenses of these two teachings that all the ot
should be viewed. This could be argued to be a biblical mandate for the use of situ
focus on agape, as it could be argued to be a fulfilment of this teaching by Jesus.

e Jesus repeatedly condemned throughout the gospels the Pharisaic legalism he enc
lifetime.

. An example of this is Luke 11:37-54.

e  Therefore, by rejecting legalistic teachings and fo. d

to be the most blbhcal way of approar}* =

(@]
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of flgures in the Bible.
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Students may give any of the following reasons why situation ethics is not the best int

Christian Scripture:

. Many Christians have opposed the use of situation ethics as in many cases the teac
ethics might lead individuals to make decisions about ethical issues which directly
teaching.

. For example, many people have used situation ethics to justify support of same-se

. For many, the use of the agape principle has led them to the cr‘nclusmn thatitisu
their neighbour to deny them romantic happiness. R

e  However, this would violate biblical laws regardir. {'th r*/‘

‘awiﬁg of homosexual r
e Therefore, many would argue that it i~ = ese iterpretation of Scripture bec
some instances, encourage th» si<a i L biblical law.

S

e In1952, Pope Pius XU" s A b ur‘sed]t and in 1956 the Sacred Congregation of t
4 . o gt in places of Catholic teaching and learning.
. ea 0 be adaptmg too much from the biblical rules of Chrlstlans ino

than by worldly standards.
) It was argued that, although the conscience could be used to interpret what God w
situation ethics treated conscience as the source of moral knowledge.
Instead, the source of moral knowledge should be natural moral law, which provid
absolute laws from God to follow.

5. Assess the view that Kantian ethics is the best ethical code to live by in modern time
6. ‘Kantian ethics is the best ethical code to live by in modern times.” Discuss. (A Leve

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

. Duty-based ethics, also known as deontological ethics, is a system of ethics based
there are certain moral duties held by every individual that if adhered to should pr
moral society. It is also known as Kantian ethics due to its formulator — Immanuel

. He posited a moral system which is based on duty — sposio A é::‘ies which are inher

e Hedeveloped the hypothetical imperatives and t' & ¢ "= ».ical imperatives, which
between duties you should do if you WE Bl "hievd"é certain end, and moral duti
every action. W . " A

Imperatlves are just 7c i i

formuia and the kingdom of ends.

e  There are also three postulates which must be fulfilled within Kantian ethics, whic
freedom — individuals must be free in order to make their own choices and decisio
there must be an afterlife in order for summum bonum to be experienced; God — G
order to be the fair and just judge to decide who experiences summum bonum in t

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the arguments below.

Students may agree that Kantian ethics is the best ethical code to live by in modern ti

. Kantian ethics promotes a sense of duty to other human beings.

. It is impossible to know the future or what the consequences of actions will be, es
secondary impacts. It therefore seems more just to judge someone on what they
which is itseif good or bad.

. It treats everyone equally and justly in much the same wav f“' ;ust;ce system appl
everyone indiscriminately. R

. It creates core, absolute moral prmcnples W“"(. c “m 7
concerns. -

. Moral decision-making is <. tforward because what is right and wr

e The categorlrai imast [ ates moral rules which are consistent with those ma
today, - ; murder is wrong. This helps to make it relevant and pr

' ‘duty is more important than doing what one thinks is right, becaus

influenced oy bur own biases and selfish preferences.

. It recognises the intrinsic vaiue of humans. It protects them from being used for negat

the case in utilitarianism, where the minority could rightly be made to suffer for the be

i dismissed because of ch
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Students may disagree that Kantian ethics is the best ethical code to live by in modern

e Itis deontological — therefore, the duty to fulfil the right purpose is the most impor
might cause difficulty ethically — sometimes, when duty is followed, the consequen
considered to be an immoral result, e.g. the axe murderer dilemma.

e  There seems little justification or authority for the moral obligations in deontologic
one is willing to accept that there is a divine lawgiver (God). The postulate which di
needs to exist does not necessarily make the best rule mt § %orality for an increa
society. 5 A

. It is not practical or even possibie to ac* il
psychology are arguably more c e

e  Foliowing absolute me
certain <
flexibili 09, "pc Wdto comphcated or extreme moral situations. Similarly, good cé
cannot t,; 'preted as actually good because what matters is the intention, e.g. &
resuits in a child’s life being saved.

) It does not allow compassion or sympathy to motivate moral actions.

e It does not provide us with a solution for the situation in which there are two categ
— both would require us to make a choice; however, if they are opposed choices, th
any guidance as to how to make that decision.

. Kant was a Christian and saw his ethics as consistent with Christianity, but God is si
describes how ‘Kant largely reduced religion to ethics — to be holy is to be moral’. T
ethics less relevant to Christians, which is ironic as the postulate regarding God may
less relevant to the non-religious.

. Kant’s principle of universalisation allows for the universalisation of amoral and imr:
just because a principle can be universalised, does not mean it is right or even sensi

. Kant commits the naturalistic fallacy because he turns an ‘is’ into an ‘ought’ (see be

e  There needs to be an actual reason to act according to one’s duty not simply beca
duty.

hd

-

7. ‘Utilitarian ethics is not moral because the -« - o L i ,sed"’i’o“justify evil.” Discuss. (A
8. Assess the view that utilitarianet” . ¢ . ’5r:,3,.al pecause it can be used to justify acts

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

(A01) Studeniz gy €1 - b= 3 d explain the ideas below.
- a sodern form of secular ethics, although it is not totally exclusive

It is centred on the key ideas of happiness/pleasure and pain.

) It was originally developed by Jeremy Bentham, but further developed by John Stua

¢  Bentham developed what is known as the hedonic calculus. This is a method of me
goodness which will be derived from an action. This measures happiness using sev
intensity, duration, certainty, propinquity, fecundity, purity and extent.

. He also developed the principle of utility, which is the basis for utilitarian thought.
utility is the central idea of utilitarianism — that the most moral course of action is t
will result in the greatest happiness for the greatest number.

) Crucially, Bentham is arguing that being ruled by pain and pleasure is just the way h
have no choice in the matter; we must seek pleasure, and we must avoid pain.

. It is consequentialist, relativist and instrumental.

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through fh arguments below.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Students may support the argument that utilitaric.y e Aics '. ,mc moral becauseitcank

U nn ethics is using the principle of utility.
plexities of ethical decision-making and the di
ne prmczple is not suffucuent for this.

. One of the biggest issues wi*!

. It is too simplistictn = 4 o
ethical g Y

. Society o
which arce®o¢ reﬂec’ted in utilitarianism.

. Act utilitarianism could justify any kind of action, as long as it produces a balance of
pain for the majority. This could include actions widely considered to be immoral, <
or torturing several people for the enjoyment of the majority.

. Macintyre argues that it could even justify the Nazis’ attitudes towards the Jews if i
to benefit the majority.

i9
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e  There s no protection of justice for minority groups in society. John Rawls argues
could be unfairly distributed between minorities and the majority.

e  The striking feature of justice is that it does not matter, except indirectly, how the
satisfactions is distributed among individuals any more than it matters, except indi
man distributes his satisfactions over time.

e  This is particularly unconscionable today with the wide commitment to equality, m
the human rights of all people.

Students may oppose the argument that utilitarian et’ .2 s i ;ff;ndi'al because it can
evil: s 7

e Not alf forms of utlhtaraan ethncr e c 0 Justlfy moral evils. Act utilitarianis
. 2.5 15 not the only form of utilitarianism.

e This theory holds that the right action is one which follows rules that, if universally
create the maximum amount of happiness and the minimum amount of pain.

e  The crucial element of this which solves some of the issues caused by act utilitaria
that it must also cause the minimum amount of pain — this is known as the harm p
by Mill.

. Mill also introduced the idea of higher and lower pleasures, which would solve the
case study of utilitarianism theoretically justifying gang rape — Mill argued that sex
lower pleasure, and that the pleasure of being a good person who does not rape, i
that would outweigh the pleasure derived from non-consensual sex. Therefore, it

9. Assess the view that religious people might argue that euthanasia should be legalise
10. ‘Religious people should support the legalisation of euthanasia in the UK. Discuss.

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below.

. Euthanasia, which literally translates from the An~ . Gi k as good death’, refe
intentionally ending a life because itis belie » tc tne morally correct course of
distinguish between three formf S ar ,1 ar

o Voluntary euthanaciz 7D rson chooses to end their own life and reque

o) asia, where another person chooses to end another pers
) »y are uynable to decide for themselves.

o y euthanasia, where a person does not wish to die but a decision is tak

regardless.

. Euthanasia is currently illegal within the United Kingdom.

e  Suicide itself was decriminalised in 1967; however, attempting to help someone to c
remains illegal.

e  Thereis an ongoing debate as to the morality of euthanasia, as well as whether or
has the right to die on their own terms rather than dying of their condition. Many
support the right to die movement have cited their desire for a good death, on the
being the ideal, rather than facing a painful death as a result of health complicatio

e Thereis a variety of movements attempting to campaign for the legalisation of eut

e  Conversely, however, there are also organisations which actively oppose the legali
euthanasia. :

e  There are arguments on both sides of the debate, incls it - ws of those who are
who are secular. » =

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate t!

Arguments for the legalisation of ~ ;

Quality of life argumaiis ¢ put forward.

ioriuirough the arguments below.

individual is able to derive from life. Crucial, in this view, is the differentiation from
arguments, as this view does not give human life innate worth. Human life in this
innately have inarguable value, but this value is rather defined by attributes — the
someone’s life dictates whether or not that life is considered to be worth living.
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Arguments against the legalisation of euthanasia:

Common forms of this argument involve examples of individuals whose conditions
have debilitated their abilities or capabilities to the point at which they believe tha
longer worth living, as they are experiencing far more suffering than good out of th
individuals, they argue, they would prefer death to the life they are faced with livin
are currently living.
Another example of a quality of life argument is the desire not to allow an individual’
condition to deteriorate their life to the state in which they " = nat their quality of |
impacted, e.g. if they became bedbound or severe"}, fabi "énu became dependen
care. Many who propose this argument = 7. Aty wish to maintain their dignit
they would lose should they be f~ .« 1« - itnue hvmg with a disease which would
Such arguments draw a3 -5 of bodlly autonomy, such as those of the righ
3t\ i i : dual has bodily autonomy, that is, they are free to and

make de Eabout the individual’s body. Therefore, they argue, this includes th
when {and how) the body ceases to function and the individual dies.

People who argue for the legalisation of euthanasia might point out that Britain is
Christian country, and the number of people who regularly attend church or identi
the decline. They would question why, then, religious ideas such as sanctity of life
within the law.

The main religious argument against the legalisation of euthanasia is the sanctity o
Sanctity of life is the idea that life is sacred, given to human beings as a gift from G
religious idea that, within Christianity, has roots within biblical teachings.
Specifically, the Bible teaches that human life is a gift which is created and given b
The main secular argument against the legalisation of euthanasia is the slippery slo
The slippery slope argument claims that making one, minor change to the law may
to catastrophic consequences.
For example, in the euthanasia debate, it has been ars:.. a i:by legalising medic
suicide, we would inadvertently put pressure =n « sr ~_duple to end their lives.
euthanasia is an option may strengthor “slyw'individual’s belief that they a
on friends and family. Asarezic € 3 ey still want to live, they might feel it is
duty to die. o

ISy
legalisin a1t with good intentions) some forms of euthanasia we would be ope

for all manner of nastiness.

11. Assess the view that Kantian ethics is the best approach to practical business ethics. (AS
12. ‘Kantian ethics is the best method of approaching business ethics.” Discuss. (A Level)

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

Business ethics are the ethical considerations necessary for the practice of self-reg
occasionally regulation from an external body.

One of the key aspects of business ethics is the concept of corporate social respon
Therefore, in order to evaluate Kantian ethics and the application of it to business
to consider how well Kantian ethics fulfils and deals with the aspects of CSR.

This is the business philosophy which has the aim of attem.. .?:as a business to ful
needs and wants of all the stakeholders inVOIVPd oty ,,ness These include:
customers/consumers, employees, crpd" : ’\k,, bovernment the local commun
The application of Kantian ethic 2157 L 1, _eted when concerning business ethics
differing prmcnples ang: .ihtian ethics which can, on occasions and regar
issues, il .

Kantian 11%3@ a deontologlcal form of ethics which is concerned mainly with the
towards :ers holding certain principles as being universalisable principles.
Kantian ethics has quite a lot to say on business ethics and corporate social respon
does make a good deal of sense considering that the founder of the ethical theory,
was himself a businessman. Therefore, in theory, it should be a form of ethics whi
well to business ethics.
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(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the arguments below
Students may agree with the success of Kantian ethics in approaching business ethics:
e  Thereis an argument for Kantian ethics being a better method of navigating busin

theoretically it emphasises the importance of whistle-blowing as a duty. This woul
make the husiness practice more honest.

. Because Kantian ethics is deontological ethics, or duty-based ethics, the idea of th
the individual to do the right thing is at the heart of thic n-. . far form of ethics.
whistle-blowing. Kantian ethics would dictate thr ist 2 slowing is a duty.

. In Kantian ethics, it is considered both t! '

blow when they see or hear a ‘

h is indicative of obviously bad ethi
hat this Es an a priori maxim —itis purer

focused (g duty of caring for the staff, vaiuing employees and all stakeholders

chain, then it would firmly support the idea of good business ethics.

e However, the application of good business ethics could be universalised, and, ther
the first categorical imperative.

. Hypocritical window dressing within Kantian ethics is specifically wrong; therefore,
be an issue for someone who was following a Kantian form of business ethics.

° It treats consumers as a means to an end. By feeding them information with the in
the profile with the end goal of raising profits overall, this is treating the individual
being means to the end of increased profit rather than human beings who are an e

e  The application of good business ethics could be universalised if the end remained
not to generate profit, and, therefore, it does fulfil the first categorical imperative.

. Kantian ethics cannot under any situation justify the use of outsourcing cheap labo
done in order to cut costs and maximise profits. Human beings have a duty to oth
to treat them morally and to prioritise them above the generation of profits.

. It cannot use workers as a means to an end, as a result of tho: “inciple of the kingd

*  Kantian ethics posits criteria for the treatment of - .1 r 'fifh&'\ a business situati

outsourcing; therefore, in this way, if Kar"'u the o sas ‘applied it would vastly im

faced by globalisation and the ev= . 5 - » e _aeap labour in LEDCs {less economica
countries). i
e  Regarding giabalis: o ';,‘ business practice, Kantian ethics as an ethical code for

Students may dlsagree with the success of Kantian ethics in approaching business ethi

° One reason Kantian ethics may not be considered the best ethical practice is becau
maxims of Kantian ethics conflict with other maxims. For example, while the idea
whistle-blow within Kantian ethics is important, it comes into conflict with the prin
Kantian ethics contracts should always be considered to be binding and should alw
would be impossible to universalise a maxim which would see a contract broken, a
would completely nullify the need for there to be a contract. If a contract includes
NDA (non-disclosure agreement), then it could be considered to be breaking this ¢
whistle-blow. This would be wrong within Kantian ethics and, therefore, comes in
the idea that whistle-blowing could be considered to be a duty.

) One issue with ‘good ethics is good business’ is that it can on occasion conflict with
business — to make a profit. If good ethics are employed by a husiness in order to
then ethically this would be wrong as it is using humar = s osachieveanenda
the third categorical imperative. o .

° Hypocritical window dressing within ¥3..c:

It treats consumers as a mea=s o @ ¢ A

h :3ic>~~'.s';s.pecifically wrong.
y feeding them information with the in
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