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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource consists of a selection of practice exam-style questions and

mark schemes for Theme B: Religion, Peace and Conflict of the AQA Short

Course Specification, Paper 1B: religious, philosophical and ethical studies. Aiwa\,{s check the-exam bqard
website for new information,

Across the Short Course Practice Exams for themes A and B, the questions including changes to the

are numbered as per the specimen materials and past papers published by specification and sample
AQA, so that all three examples for each theme have the same question assessment material.
number. So all three examples for Theme B in this resource are numbered

‘02’, for example.

The ‘themes’ questions can be answered from any religious perspective; they are general questions rather than
focused on or targeted at a single religion. Indicative material from all four religions available for study is,
therefore, included in the mark schemes.

The mark scheme content given is indicative, meaning that it includes a selection of material deemed likely to
appear across a range of candidate responses, but they do not seek to list all possible material exhaustively. No
particular branch or denomination of a religious tradition is required by the specification or expected in responses
to questions; any correct, relevant material can be used.

The cover sheet provided at the start of each theme B practice exam divides the total timing by four, in order to
replicate the time that AQA recommends students spend on each of the four sections in the real exam (25
minutes). Marks are divided in the same way.

A cover sheet for the full exam (all four themes) is provided at the end of this resource, should you wish to
purchase all four themes and construct a complete paper from these.

February 2019
Update v1.1, October 2025
As per the exam board assessment updates, the following changes have been made to these papers:
® “contrasting” replaced with “different” in the 4 mark question
® 5-mark question replaced with a 6-mark question
® 2-mark question reduced to a 1-mark question

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from tecchers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Schemes of Assessment
Assessment Objectives

e  Assessment Objective 1 has three elements, one of which is assessed in each of the first four questions for each theme.
These questions will always require knowledge and understanding of religion. These three components of AO1 are:
v' A01(1) Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including practices and sources of authority
v A01(2) Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including influence on individuals, communities
and society
v' A01(3) Knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including differences and similarities between and
within religions
e  Assessment Objective 2 is always assessed via the 12-mark questions. The objective is to analyse and evaluate
aspects of religion, including their significance and influence.

Allocation of Marks

Questions assessing Assessment Objective 1 are worth 1, 1, 4 and 6 marks. Responses to these are not judged
according to levels of response but are points-marked, with marks awarded according to the amount of knowledge
demonstrated and the ways in which it is deployed in relation to the question.

A mark is awarded for a correct point, up to the number of points requested by the question.

Where there are 4 marks available, the question specifies that two distinct points must be made to answer it
adequately. Each one of those two points can gain a mark if it is correct and relevant. A second mark is also available
for each of these points, and that mark is given for appropriate development or explanation beyond the basic
statement which gained the first mark.

For the 6-mark questions the final mark available is awarded for the reference to sources or teachings as required by
the question. One mark is awarded for naming a relevant source of authority, and one mark for the application.
Each mark can be awarded individually, and if the source is both named and applied, then two marks should be
awarded.

Questions assessing Assessment Objective 2 are 12-mark questions. Marks are allocated according to the following
levels of response:

One point of view stated, with limited justification 1-3 marks

Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR several linked and justified arguments supporting one position

This is the highest level which can be reached if only one point of view is 4-6 marks
considered or there is no mention of religion

. : : — . (12 marks)
Good arguments on either side of the issue, well justified and linked together 7-9 marks

Clear reference to religion

Very well argued. Arguments on either side are linked together and fully
justified, leading to a reasoned conclusion 10-12 marks
Clear and appropriate reference to religion applied to the question
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ZigZag Practice Exam Papers -
Supporting GCSE AQA Religious Studies A (Education

Religious Studies
Paper 1B

Theme B: Religion, Peace and Conflict

Practice Paper 1

. Maximum
Question Marks

Time allowed &
25 minutes 01.1 1

01.2 1
Instructions

. 01.3 4

Answer all of the questions.

01.4 6
Information 01.5 12
The total number of marks available for this paper is 24

Total 24
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02.1  Which of the following is a weapon of mass destruction?

A) Nuclear bomb B) Landmine C) Machine gun —
i
e

i
7/////////%
02.2  Give one way in which religious believers express pacifist views. ////////////

02.3  Explain two different beliefs in contemporary British society about 1 ///////%
You should make reference to the main religious tradition of Great | .y |

02.4  Explain two religious teachings about holy w - o

<

=

religious tradition in your response.

a
B

o

: - AW R .
Refer to Scripture or other sources of r m% o s teaching and belief ir %///// %%
- @
02.5 ‘All religious people .- ‘3U1LL£ péc;ifists.’ %/////////////%
Evalugte thi < M*‘ie;f - %/////ﬁjﬁ//////
e - ?////////%//%
Iny swer you should: A 4
e use reasoned arguments to support the statement
e use reasoned arguments to support a different view
e refer to religious arguments
e reach ajustified conclusion
You may also refer to non-religious arguments.
- COPYRIGHT
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02.1  Which of the following is a weapon of mass destruction?

[ A) Nuclearbomb [J B) Landmine (J ¢) Machin

02.2  Give one way in which religious believers express pacifist views.

.......................................................................................................................

02.3  Explain two different beliefs in contemporary B-i ish society about 1
You should make reference to the mair: T ,-«fg{ das .radition of Great |

o . e . @
religious tradition in your respon 2 i
i 1 w'; v

.......................................................................................................................
T

.......................................................................................................................

02.4  Explain two religious teachings about holy war.
Refer to Scripture or other sources of religious teaching and belief ir

.......................................................................................................................
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02.5 “All religious people should be pacifists.”
Evaluate this statement.

-
g

i
In your answer you should: /////////%
e use reasoned arguments to support the.statemerft ////////////
e use reasoned arguments to support a different view "

e refer to religious arguments
e reach ajustified conclusion - -

&

<

=

You may also refer to non-religious arguments. B %
“ 7
@

E
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Mark Scheme

02.1

02.2

02.3

Which of the following terms means bringing people back into re
a disagreement?

A) Retaliation B) Forgiveness C) Reconciliation

Correct response: Reconciliation

4 -
. e
,,w\f

&

Give one way in Whlfl’; R selievers might justify fighting |

g W
4es 1 Lude the following, but any relevant point will be

Resnga

i
i

Itis /righteous war, they are defending the weak/innocent, th
religion and/or its sacred places, God commanded it, they are oppa:

Explain two different beliefs in contemporary British society abot
a nuclear deterrent.

You should make reference to the main religious tradition of Gre:
other religious tradition in your response.

Responses should include reference to Christianity as the main religic
Responses may include the following, but any relevant point will be

Most religions do not have universal agreement on contemporary st
when the issue was not significant at the religion’s time/place of ori;
changes that have occurred since the origins of a religion can be use
disregard ideas that do not reflect contemporary values, as can virt
desire for peace. The same teaching can be interpreted in different v
that believe the words of their texts come directly from God, and so
texts that contain conflicting teachings. Traditional practices/teachir
law on a given issue, and this in turn may influence teachings on th:

A nuclear deterrent is intended to prev.a 0 .'r countries from atta
risk that the UK would respor " » ' 1 1....{ear weapons; it is another
capacity to wage nuc'> 1 w1 ‘

L

hism is generally opposed to violence, in both thought ani

unskilful action. Nuclear weapons represent violence on the lar

threat of using them could itself be considered violence in Budt

e  The First Precept forbids killing, and is sometimes interpreted ¢
harm; harm on the scale of a nuclear explosion would violate ei

e To function as a deterrent there would have to be circumstance:
could (and would) be used, so whether or not having a nuclear
depends on whether there are situations in which the use of wg
could be morally justifiable
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Christianity:
e  Christianity is generally considered to be a peace-loving religic

recognise that sometimes the ideal of peace must be abandoned T
w
.

i
a greater evil /////////%
e  The just war theory includes a requirement to use the minimuin ////////////

massive scale of a nuclear explosion seems likely to exceed; alte ///%
specifies a reasonable chance of success, to which the capacity L4

response might contribute - -

could (and would) be used, so whether or not having a nuclear N

depends on whether there are situations :’,,; hich the use of we VY =
- L /

could be morally justifiable o™i

e

G

<

=

e To function as a deterrent there would have to be circumstance

a

&R

-

N

Islam: L L
o Forawviir o 'Q‘i :“‘c;ftsiéxered lesser jihad, and, therefore, to be ar
e ;hef’ié? these include not putting the innocent at risk anc ) |
s of worship — things which cannot be achieve if a nucleat //////////////
e DPeaceis the ideal in Islam, and it should be an aim of fighting tc %//////%//
argued that destruction on a nuclear scale can never result in p¢ /%/4////
argued that the threat of such destruction is an effective presery
e To function as a deterrent there would have to be circumstance:
could (and would) be used, so whether or not having a nuclear
depends on whether there are situations in which the use of we
could be morally justifiable

e

\\\

aa
=

Judaism:

e Judaism does recognise the possibility of justifiable warfare, bu
civilians must not be targeted and damage must be limited; nui
for these things to be assured

e  Peaceis the ideal in Judaism, and the aim of fighting should be
argued that destruction on a nuclear scale can never result in pt
argued that the threat of such destruction is an effective presert

e To function as a deterrent there would have to be circumstance;
could (and would) be used, so whether or not having a nuclear
depends on whether there are situations in which the use of we
could be morally justifiable
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02.4

Explain two religious teachings about forgiveness.
Refer to Scripture or other sources of religious teaching and belie!

Responses may include the following, but any relevant point will be

Peace is usually considered the opposite of war, and a peaceful resp

include violence. Pacifism (belief in peace) can be absolute, which is

always wrong and can never be justified, or it can be conditional, w.

circumstances violence can be morally justified and/or the best cour

teachings about peace include reasons why it is important and idea:

human life, as well as the circumstances in w'' . violence might be
i L

4
- 3
a

-

Buddhism: e D

e Buddhists are ~c.1 acr i}.fanfééoiute pacifists because of the First

and becir e f)luice is always likely to be an unskilful action

peit ation of karma can be understood as a kind of cosmic |

ct to inevitable consequences; violence is likely to lead to

e Ideas such as the Middle Way and the overall importance of rec
Buddhists might consider violence to be justifiable for the great
circumstances

Christianity:

e Peaceis important in Christianity as Christ told his followers to
(Matthew 5:40) and to forgive if they wanted to be forgiven thei

e  Many Christians are not absolute pacifists, however, and the ju:
framework by which Christians can justify military action; how
violence are not covered by such an approach and should be av

e  The principle of agape means Christians should always try to a:
possible and might make personal judgements as to whether a |
violence to achieve that

Islam:

o Islamic teachings take a stance of conditional pacifism, with arn
possible form of lesser jihad

e However, Allah prefers peace, and Muslims should never be th
must fight only in the way of Allah

e Islam means submission (to Allah’s will) k. its linguistic root

word for peace and this is often uc.i ©0 1 dicate the high value

Judaism: ;

e Thecone- n w sior feligion is recognised in Judaism, and J¢
' 01 scance of absolute pacifism — sometimes it is necessar
s does value peace as an ideal and considers it a blessing
well as something people should strive to achieve (Psalms 34:1¢
e  Many Jews use the Hebrew word for peace, shalom, as a greetit

they wish for others
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02.5

‘There are no good reasons to go to war.’
Evaluate this statement.

In your answer you should:

e use reasoned arguments to support the statement

e use reasoned arguments to support a different view
e refer to religious arguments

e reach ajustified conclusion

You may also refer to non-religious arguments.

- a
Responses may include some of the fc'wt ir 5 2vidence and argume
. . .. [ .
including non-religious are*r «. 1 , viirpe credited:
Lol

4 W

W

s y'"w e B .
Argumente 1 5. 1 so.cof the question:

e
] jin ; creates other problems and may not even solve the ori

e Innocent people, animals and the wider environment are all neg
while the people in control of the war and/or with the power to
harmed

e There are always other ways of solving problems if time is take
other views

Arguments in support of other views:

o If a country, people or way of life is under threat or actually bei
unreasonable to expect people to just accept that; human nature
family

e  Sometimes things are done which are so terrible that no one sh¢
and say it is none of their business; the Holocaust and World W
an example of this

e  Some religions require people to fight in defence of the religion
cannot defend themselves; a religious obligation would be judg
members of that religion

Specific religious teachings and/or sources of authority that might b

Buddhism:

e The First Precept says not to kill; i*..i 2s >t give exceptions to {
absolute pacifists

e There are no Budd ast ¢ 1.lungs about just wars or moral violes

both the t= .t o1 and the victim

hih i 5 are human beings, and human beings generally fight

e enough real-world threat to life and well-being could ch

religion
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Christianity:
e The just war theory specifies a good reason as one of the requit

war to be considered justified, so clearly it is possible to have o1 p—
defence or to prevent a worse atrocity, such as genocide //////////////
. stiane . _ S )
Chrlstl%ll’l% are req_mr.ed to love one a.not}.ler, and even t'() love t}:z %////////////
be motivated by which course of action is the most loving — thic #
remaining passive %//////%
e Jesus explicitly told his followers to ‘turn the other cheek’ (Matt %////////2//?%
attacked and said that peacemakers were blessed (Matthew 5:9 -
. , , -
come to bring peace ‘but a sword” (Matthew 10:34), although m Bl
is a reference to a literal sword . ' V"
o 1 .7 % /%
i - %//// //
Islam: o P L , i
e Islamisnotare''~ 5n v il promotes absolute pacifism; condi o
2 - . . . L
hold the v « - hecthere are times when violence is necessary ai
. pec .. to protect Islam, and the principle of lesser jihad (the : : %
. . .
reasons for Muslims to fight Vot
e The Prophet sets an example to Muslims of the best way to live, .
necessary to do so
Judaism:
e Judaism is not a religion which promotes absolute pacifism; cot
definition, hold the view that there are times when violence is ¢
e  Milchemet mitzvah is a war that has been commanded by G-d;
defence of their religion and, some Jews believe, the land of Ist¢

PROTECTED
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.





