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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource provides concise and comprehensive coverage of the A Level Year 2 Edexcel material for Paper 4:
Christianity.

The material is covered in the order given in the specification:

*  Social and Historical Developments (Science, Secularisation, New Movements in Theology)
e Works of Scholars (Atonement Theory, Comparison of Key Ideas: Barth and Hick)

*  Religion and Society (Pluralism and Diversity, Equality and Discrimination)

Each sub-topic has ‘Activities’ in boxes, which are mostly questions to stimulate class discussion. There are also
‘Exam Prep’ boxes, which provide activities to directly prepare students for the exam.

Also included are ‘Quick Quiz’ sections throughout each topic, which should provide a fun way to check
comprehension and help students remember key information. Answers for the Quick Quiz sections are also

provided at the back of the resource.

Key terms have been defined in boxes and highlighted in bold.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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4. Social and Historical Devel

Christianity has been a faith in the world for over 2,000 years — over the course
and with it people have changed. The kind of people practising Christianity toda
different society and environment from the early Christians of the first and seco
time Christians have developed new ideas and developmen' - n different forms
encountering challenges to their beliefs. Modern <=’z i1 » 3ﬂev~eiopments have
explaining the universe and how it came * Y P am’f have guestioned whetk::
necessary to explain the origlns o‘ e Thls has caused much debate w
among Christians, about tho e Ao ‘understand these new developments

posed cha\ienges itself to the Christian faith in terms of the way in which it navi
modern society which has transferred responsibilities traditionally performed b
the state (education, healthcare, etc.).

4.1 SCIENCE

Starter Activity

Think of one major scientific development in the last 200 years. Writ
what it is and the ways in which you think it might have challenged C

Swap your piece of paper with your neighk . * (e 1d over their tho
Discuss to what extent you aglee or s grﬂ"

What we now think of as modern science found its roots in the development of
eighteenth centuries. In modern understanding belief in Christianity is often pres:
scientific belief. That is to say, the general idea is that the two ideas are mutuall
were at the very helm of these developments were themselves Christians

and did not view their beliefs as being contradictory to their developments

in science.

The main challenges that are argued to be a challenge to Christian beliefs
are empiricism and logic — the basis of science is whether or not something
can be reasonably proved. The understanding of the world is through reason ra

For example, the scientific method is a good exam"'é 15 «3 e Llonal basis of the:::
based on the ideas of Galileo Galilei, a highh “ fu = a 1talian astronomer, phy
1564 to 1642. He was a mathema+ 2t ﬂ' ije A.ewhod of approaching scientific ence
emphasis on measurement .y . ~* g s bemg accurate. His emgphasis on gath
influenced thogmier ‘T" 1s0d hugely. It was also hugely influential in that it
methods of Tfag ‘fn: cnqutry He broke with the traditional viewpoint that scien
way in whict ﬁzﬁc enquiry is made, and laid a higher emphasis on the impo
to the deve\opment of the scientific method. This fed into the development of e
science, logic and proof as the result of experimentation are now considered to
beings garner what is considered to be true. This links strongly to how modern
interpreted — evidence through experimentation is key.
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As Bertrand Russell put it: ‘It is not what the man of science believes that distin

believes it. His beliefs are tentative, not dogmatic; they are based on evidence,

Generally speaking, there are two forms of the scientific method:

¢ Inductive — gathering information through observation, analysing that info
hypothesis based on the information at hand. The hypothesis should then
Should there be issues with the hypothesis then these amendments can be
end of the process, a hypothesis should be po.f.lted o |

e  Deductive — this is the method of coming fo i
proposition. it

Scientism is the term fco a4 .4t science is the only way to truly understa
i L ‘.Jy said to be true or false and determined through t

Deism was oife such reaction. This is the belief that science and religion need n
to the idea that while an ordered existence can be proved, the cause of such an

Existentialism is another reaction philosophy which developed around the sam
mainstream method of thinking about the world.

In addition to changing attitudes within theories, scientific discoveries have also
include:

e The theory of evolution
e  The Big Bang theory

* Neuroscience

e  Quantum theory

The Theory of Evalution and the Big b’ﬂﬂg 7 /1( ]

One large challenge to the mod> 4'&i 4 — ias been navigating the wake of scier:
the last couple of hund“' N a vae Church had traditionally held the authorit
o, " ag the Enlightenment period and the escalation of sc
ed by scientific discovery.

Cosmologies are theories about the origins of the universe. There are many diff
mystery of where the universe came from, the discussion of which has found its
between religion and science; the clash appears between those who posit that
universe came to be without the need for God to exist, while religion has traditi
cause of the existence of the universe.

Scientific cosmologies are scientific theories about where the universe came fro
The Big Bang theory is a theory developed around the origin of the universe. Th
a distinct beginning point that occurred billions of years ago. Scientists currentl
beginning with the Big Bang is approximately 13.8 billion years old. There is evid
Bang — known as the ‘red shift’ and the ‘cosmic microwav’ ' 2ories. These are
need to know for the sake of examining the inters. i 4 ¢ ween religion and sc

i i
: =

.r

It is commonly held by the scient’

G 7“mtyto be the best explanation of th

detail regardmg Christian responses to this ideas later in this chapter.
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The theory has its origins in the observation that there was movement within t
appears, through observation, to be outwards from a central point, away from
expanding, which would indicate a central point.

Einstein’s posited theory of general relativity would indicate that around 14 bill
central point was a small ball of concentrated energy which was very hot. This
quickly. According to famed physicist Stephen Hawking, this hot concentrated
expand into space which was already there, but this rapid expansion created th
According to Hawking, this was the point at which both space and time came in
the scientific community as the Big Bang.

Before this point, according to the theory, there wasr. s g

The theory is based entirely on empw"" 11! « o the observation of the move
e _such as the discovery of the Hubble eff

S Spotlight on Scholars

Anvther of the most important of these developments is the theory of
I biologist Charles Darwin (1809-1882). In 1859, Darwin published a boo
I which he posited the idea that when one looks at the world, one can se
| which the world is governed, which Darwin terms ‘natural selection’.
i when you look at different species, you can observe slight differences
; located geographically. The Origin of Species posits that these slight ditf,
genetic advantages in the environment in which they live. Darwin arg
mutations which have been caused throughout | » - x. ‘%ions of breedin

l.—.—-—._.—-—-—-—.—-—-—-—-—,~~..—£u  ome o e ow o w ommw

- n_f_,_..uun, such as Cathohc theologian KarI Rahner
1% be ¢ - ie'stated that the laws of evolution were indicative of
[
x\oﬂ

g™
which would rémove ideas of a specific purpose for humanity.

In The Origin of Species he put forward what is now understood as the theory o
selection, following his discoveries in the Galapagos Islands. While on this voya
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Galapagos Islands, Darwin noted variations among the beaks of the finches (a t
America.

He observed that depending on their location on the island, the shape and size
This gave them an advantage regarding their food and the food that was availa
of the island.

From this observation he developed a theory of & i fic ,ffhe"argued that wit
genetic mutations. These genetic mutah' B 'aibués”are advantageous, such
an animal to more easily access f o T . _..nables the animal with the genetic
procreate, passing on the v ‘ “Those who do not have the genetic mutati
" o - aut bassmg on their genes. In this way, the mutation

g&\;?uon the whoie species of animal.

The idea that those with the advantageous genes thrive and those without die
or natural selection. It seems to be observable across many species, leading to
within the scientific community due to the large amount of empirical evidence
This is the dominant theory of how animals and mankind have come to be with
scientific theory which has become juxtaposed with creationist theories.

Lhristian Responses

So, given that science is posited in the modern world to have ‘killed God’, why
believe?

This is because there are a variety of ways in which religion has responded to r
theories. Firstly, we will examine how Christians have responr’ed to the Big Ban

o

Many Christians view the Big Bang theory as.n t i day obposing their faith
consistent with their faith. It explamﬁ T of the origins of the universe w
‘why’ which many Christiarz ,A.,where God fits in.

\IF—‘

f ¢ s out for divine explanation. It forces the conclusion that
,aéu’ nature could have created itself. Only a supernatural; forc
could have done that.

Francis Collins, Director of the Natio

Furthermore, it confirms the account of Genesis insofar as it confirms that the
The Roman Catholic Church holds and espouses this view. Examples of someon
Catholic priest and physician Georges Lemaitre.

Furthermore, many Christians have posited that the idea of the Big Bang create
constants (i.e. DNA proteins, the way the universe developed, constants of the
suggest a ‘fine-tuning force’, such as a God. This view is reflected in the respon
irreducible complexity as posited by Michael Behe, which w’!! se discussed late

However, some Christians do reject the ldﬂc 1A a
creationists. e

universe, specnﬂcally the accounts of creation as outlined in Genesis.
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In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was form
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering o

And God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the ligh
light from the darkness. God called the light ‘day,” and the darkness he called *
there was morning—ihe first day.

A

Generally speaking, there are two types o‘ g HC s
(1) Young Earth Creationists
(2) Old Earth Creationis*, -

billion years 0'.d. Their system of dating is based on the Blble rather than from a
They hold a literal interpretation of Genesis, with God creating the whole earth
resting on the seventh. They believe that all humans can trace their lineage bac
of Eden, who then populated the earth. They believe that God created all the a
observed now and are were subsequently named by Adam.

There is a creation museum in Kentucky, USA, run by Ken Hamm. He is an Austr
based in the USA. He argues that the Bible is a literal history of the world and ai
He is a proponent of creation science. For example, he believes that the tale of
5:32-10:1 was a literal historical event that occurred 2348 BC, according to a da
interpretation of the Bible. He argues that the Ark had sufficient biodiversity to
of species that we see and enjoy on the earth today.

They believe that dinosaurs existed at the sam=t ¢ < ,5L mans did as they wer
Genesis, on the same day (the sixth d:v') ALy and his creation museum i
beliefs of Young Earth Creatior " » dh e attempts to scientifically justify the
among American Evang = & ‘suians.

’stsf believe that the earth is 4.5 billion years old. They hold th
described in Senesis is true. However, they translate the original Hebrew word
view, they believe that rather than a literal day, the story of creation as told in G
bursts of creative energy, or periods of creation rather than a literal creation we

They also reject evolution. They believe God created every species with intent.
that have appeared which differ genetically from previous species have appeare
Interestingly, some do accept some forms of evolution; however, this is limited.
have occurred among ‘lower species’, but certainly not within the human specie
beings, pre-human humanoids, which are evidenced by archaeological excavati
that Adam was the first human whom God imbued with a soul. They also believ
historical event, however they believe that it was a localised event only occurrin

However, it should be noted that there is no morr e iy 3 "‘ evidence or basis wii:
Young Earth. There is no current scientifi. .'.- fo. (ewﬂgpeues appearing on th
empirically or substantially state *. mt ) ‘; qrhan humanoids were without soul
flood of Noah was a loc2h a4 Sy iue potentlally appearing more reasonably a
which Old Eg yre 1. ;;';,@:S“hold to interpret literally.

Pelsy
Itis |mportar~ Y0 note that these are not fully mainstream Christian views held

both the modern day and historically. Literal interpretation of the Bible as a full
generally the mainstream belief, and is more popular in certain cultural and geo
States rather than within British Christian practice and belief.
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Intelligent design is a school of thought which accepts evolution as a theory to
processes such as evolution are guided by the intent of an intelligent designer,
than a process of random chance as posited by atheist evolutionists. While the
as posited by many philosophers does not specifically point to the Judaeo-Chris
adopted by many Christians.

One example of a theist who posits this view is biochemic’ 'y -hael Behe. He po
biological system which is ‘irreducibly complex’ a* «+ ol ¢ ilarlevel (that shoul
variable out of the equation would not b "?Iz-. w' function), the case for int

Intelligent design is at th n "‘,ﬂ Avate Christlan responses to evolution; in addi
ey LS ‘hot fitting with the truth of their Scripture. How, t

g&\;?uon malntalnmg belief in God?

evolution w

Teilhard de Chardin is one such theist. He was a palaeontologist and Jesuit prie
somewhat discombobulating to learn at first within the context of the evolutio
have largely been rejected by the creationist community, but were popularised
believes and argues that science and religion are compatible. He believed that

well as religious belief, and viewed science as being a part of the process of evo
religious purpose. In his view, the process of human evolution is leading towar
evolve into an ‘Omega Point’ — a being morally perfect, like Jesus.

Chardin is just one example of those who have accepted evolution but have ma
example of a theist who is also a scientist is John Polkinghorne, an Anglican pri
argues that science and religion cannot dictate to one another what is truth an
involve some form of a leap of faith in the ideas of Polkmghorne faith, he argu
is of religion. y

There are even theists who use scier~ 7 5 o agamst the theory of evolution

such as irreducible complexif\«, s =i'“i’r3} j_,i,igeht design.

However — '*ac Lo that many religious people still do not see inconsiste
scientific an iéuc“‘ rellgious belief. For example, star of popular sitcom The B
explains how she remains a practising Jew while also being a neuropsychologist
and religious tradition that goes back thousands of years...understanding equat
science, and that’s amazing, but having a spiritual connection with that inform
relationship with God!’
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Neuroscience

Up until the last fifty or so years, the ideas of dualism regarding the mind and th
way of thinking. This kind of thinking can be traced all the way back to Plato and
and believed that the psyche (a term which can be interchanged for soul or min
entity from the human body. Aristotle believed that the presence of a soul was
an individual who was alive and one who was not. The Churf? has long held tha
separate entities.

However, scientific development in & <> & & ns has challenged these long-held
body being separate. Activit. @ . e "iam demonstrated through the undertakin
neuroscience a s? Do Ccrtam areas of the brain are associated with the

e be argued that things which were previously considered to b
soul —awe msp;red by God, the feeling of being loved by a God —could in fact b
within the brain. It could simply be explained by natural chemical brain reaction
interaction between human beings and God.

This has bridged the gap which might have been occupied by the God of the Ga
stating that science could only go so far. It could explain that our appreciation o
reaction. Our idea of the self, of the soul, could simply be a bunch of chemicals.

Lhristian Responses

Many might believe that such scientific developments have the potential to com
belief, Christianity included.

However, this could still simply be a possibility and has nuioy u:iuswely disprov
is a theory, which proves one thing (brain activity' wi flf 5ome ‘might argueis a
disproves the existence of thesoul. .~ =~

Furthermore, this coulc’ 1 “1z6d by the idea that those with no brain activ
experience ‘sp N navmg had an experience despite there being no rec
Surely, if th @ucﬂ‘ bram activity observed, there should be no awareness. The
near-death eXperiences over time combats this, however. This might point tow
however, this is fully based on anecdotal evidence rather than scientific theory.

Ouantum Theory

From the beginning of the twentieth century, there have been huge developme
many fields. One of these fields is quantum theory. It was first posited in 1900 b
of science which addresses extremely small matters — particles such as atoms a

Energy here can be quantified in units, hence the use of the term ‘quantum’. Th
scientific investigations, can be observed to appear to show changes, which are
without cause.

This causes issues with the idea that the unive se sr‘ 2 red b‘;/ an intelligent de
teleological argument by William Pa'" i “w . .. _he bases his entire argument o
a creator because of the obcm a e s cary. Thls method of looking at the world
theory may appaar fc ~ .~ § . .ge problem for those of a religious faith as it a
icuy 2 events Physicists such as Niels Bohr argue that this un
inherently bY%es Jo the reality of nature.

Lhristian Responses

However, there are religious responses. It seems to be that there are strong arg
which challenge the notions of religious belief. However, the continued existenc
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those who would consider themselves to be scientists may indicate that the the
seems.

For example, physicist John Polkinghorne argues that quantum physics is a way
Polkingherne is also a priest, and, therefore, he is simultaneously a Christian an
occurrences within the quantum level stop being random when they leave the
level —they then translate into the laws of science and nc”. He argues that in
brings order from disorder, using the quantum dl" it r . create the order of s
world.

. sm physms may give the basis for many to
A tC b :, i.ntlftcally proved and perhaps cannot be, the space i
1193@« at free choices can be made. Within Christianity the idea of
scientific the Pwhich may support this would be considered to support Christi

R
! Quick Quiz

I 1) Briefly describe the influence of Galileo on modern scientific process.
" 2) Whatis scientism?

! 3) How does the Big Bang theory challenge Christianity?

| 4) How might a Christian respond to this challenge?

= 5) How does evolution challenge Christianity?

| 6) What are the two general Christian responses to this challenge?

; 7) Whatis neuroscience?

. 8) How might a Christian respond to the challenge of nev: osuence?

I 9) Whatis quantum theory? i

'\ 10) How might a Christian respond to the ol al ‘n’x Sais poses?

. 2
\.”'”.”.”'”:‘:ﬁ":..‘v,,,.h!”.".”'”l_l_l_

Exam Prep
Draw up reasons to believe that science has...

1. proved the existence of God
2. made the existence of God more likely
3. disproved the existence of God

.
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4.2 SECULARISATION

@ Starter Acifiviiy

1. Draw a pie chart representing what you 1h|.r

Lop f)portions of relig
United Kingdom.

2. Show your pie chart to vr .o s - ,our ‘or a group; discuss with them
umbers you hav' i .85 any differences you can see between

The Seculaﬂsatmn of Society

Historically, religion has been integral to the way in which society functions. Tra
the role of organising key social functions such as healthcare, education and we

In the modern day we are seeing a steady decline in those who claim to be relig
are recorded as being regular attendees at churches across the UK on Sundays i
People are relying less on the need for religion to inform their morals, rejecting
religious structures to play a central role in society. The number of those who id
belief (i.e. identifying as atheist or agnostic) has greatly risen in the modern age

Pre-Reformation, the Church assumed the role of authority over most aspects o
events of the Reformation the established power of the Church was challenged
other social challenges. The Reformation allowed a spl'* {31 the Catholic Chur
of England, and following this people started top act e ristlan belief in Brita
the impact of one cohesive church. It D‘f Wl ‘ eopfe more religious freedom o
lack of religious belief being s~ /dﬂ\ a L_ptable Furthermore, the impact of t
loss of faith as a resulf fia __,_>c.~,smg of such suffering and devastation. The

‘m b ufymg with religious belief, leading to a more secular

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Religion in general, but in the UK specifically Christianity, functioned as a part o
head of the Church and state there is a symbolic unity of the public nature of relig
the process of secularisation has occurred over the course of the past century, t
evolved from being viewed as a public affair to a private one.

The ONS survey is a survey which takes place once every 10 years within the Un
survey is enquiring regarding religious beliefs. The last census was taken in 2011
The results of the 2001 and 2011 censuses are represented below in two pie ch COPYRIGHT
charts, you can see that the number of people who are identifying as Christians

Furthermore, the number of individuals who identify as having no religion, (i.e. bz PROTECTED
humanist ethical system) has vastly grown over the 10 ve-. » Vhile the data for
be collected as we must wait until 2021, general t .. s ! féruing the decline in
that we may be expecting to see a furthe‘ - Ye. i

'9

)

Education
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2001 Census

# Christians # Muslims # Hindus # Sikhs

# lews # Buddhists  ® NoReligion # MNores

2011 Census on Religion

# Muslims

N;o éel%gian {Humanism/Athiesm} = No answer
= Buddhism # Hinduism

s budaiem « Sikhism

New Religious Movements

There has been a marked rise within the last few hundred years of new religiou
the idea of spirituality as a conceptual movement. For the sake of this course, a
somewhat vague (Judaism is older than Christianity; however, Christianity can f
established), so it will be considered to be the rise of religious movements whic
hundred years or so.

In the 1830s the Mormon Church was founded, T' .54 ‘%s/ “hurch whose teach
include some American prophets. Thev ' "« '.thwada gives special revelatio
the Mormon Church and he folly .51, 0 _&A..,da’h(;e. in the 1930s religious move
Witnesses were founded « » - . Witnesses are a non-Trinitarian branch of t
not believe g Tros, _nése are both modern expressions of Christianity w

from mains Yo Christian ideals, such as the Trinity and revelation.
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Disillusionment with Traditional Religion

One important aspect of the secularisation of the UK has been the rising popula
as not having a religion. There are, also, increasing numbers of people who feel
the structures of traditional organised religion and, therefore, have begun to ide
Age belief systems.

An example of this is the distinct rise in those chorzir oo+ éeﬁ.tify themselves as
An individual may choose to identify as SD”‘I Lt \5‘/"{"’,, v+1as no specific definition
‘something more’, believe insouls ~ 4~ lr Uarrealm, without adhering to orga
religious faith. Before the R o ,: it was 3 term which referred to an aspect
more on the Lga :

The idea of spiritualism in Britain largely emerged during the Victorian era, with
mystics becoming increasingly popular as a method of entertainment as well as
was perhaps more accessible to those of lower social classes who viewed the tra
hierarchal to be accessible. The more general ideas of spirituality saw a spike fol
World War as many found it difficult to consolidate the idea of an omnipotent a
events of the war. Therefore, many turned away from traditional modes of faith
to practise spirituality in order to express their spiritual dimension.

Many people in today’s society, as indicated by the falling numbers of those
who are attending church or profess to be attached to a particular religious
belief, points to the issues of disillusionment with some aspects of traditional
religion. One such aspect is the idea of the problem of evi, ; . 2 inconsistent
triad has still to be conclusively proved, and desp’ <4 ar 7 heologlans trying
to attempt to solve this issue throughou* g ﬂtu .85 it continues to be an
issue with which many people ﬁ‘f Bl 5e"éxlﬁ:y of suffering in the world
appears to be too grea* L Ty .dllowing historical events such as the
..éve in a benevolent God.

there had prewously only been God. Many people now feel that a belief in God i
world.

Furthermore, in today’s society there are some aspects of traditional religion wh
example, traditional Church teaching on the role of women within leadership of
ideas of equality and egalitarianism posited by British society today. It appears t
an institution, has seen a steep decline in recent years showing that not only are
marry, but some are choosing not to marry at all. In 2018, the Supreme Court of
sex couples should be able to take part in civil partnerships legally, following a c
viewed marriage as being too outdated and associated with a religious tradition
to which they did not feel attached. The issue of gay marri~. - too has been a
particular point of conflict between the modern $e 0 4 quunty and morality
and the traditional teaching of the Churc*‘ 2 >t ~oaature of marriage. Many
have questioned that the rules bv Fri ,..govemed our society were dictated

by a book which is centur > :soc‘lety so focused around scientific
developmen SGL o

%,fess this seems jarring.
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Development and Popularisation of Hard-line Atheist Views

With the popularisation in recent years of hard line atheism, as posited in the w
Richard Dawkins (discussed next in this section), it seems that a large proportio
by such arguments which are strongly made in their works. Their arguments ap
reason which appeals to the modern world and the approach our society has dev:
arguments and opinions. Therefore, it makes sense that in a v.orld of access to
attendance at church and profession of faith might be. > i w a disillusionmen
an agreement with the arguments of hard-line:at e

L

Others may choose to identify \»ﬁ{i" S ,A ~aunical systems such as humanism,
morality which emphasis 4. Adir treatment of human beings and animal
beyond the g 04 s urse, but it is useful to be aware of this, as many po
'j adhere to the ideas of humanism.

The Influence, S trengtﬁs and Weaknesses of These Views

The rise of influential atheist scholars such as Christopher Hitchens and Richard
consideration regarding religion. Together, they have been influential in the po
and the acceptance of the rise of anti-religious sentiments among academics as
They have openly written and published works which criticise not only religious
The popularisation of their books and ideas among the general British public is s
beginning of 2010, Dawkins’ work The God Delusion had sold over two million ¢
Clearly, there is appetite for his ideas.

|

s Spotlight on Scholars

; Charistopher Hitchens (1949-2011) was a hjghlv ek tlal British antit
i works is the controversially titled God is Art Which he took a cr
| NotablV he was c11t1gal not ]uqf S "1"1'

‘ the Old Testament was evil, and in a specific
, 'Cmd of the New Testament exceeds this evil.

In God is Not Great, he condemns religion in the following statement:

Religion has run out of justifications. Thanks to the telescope and the mi
explanation of anything important. Where once it used to be able, by its to
prevent the emergence of rivals, it can now only impede and retard—or tr

advances that we have made.

Sometimes, true, it will artfully concede them. But this is to offer itself the
obstruction, impotence or outright reaction, and, given this choice, it is pro
two.

Meanzohile, confronted with undreamed-of vistas ins. .« 1r own evolving c
known universe, and in proteins and acids “vh 4’ v 1. ‘ufe our nature, relig
name of god, or else the false prov= -+ }. . ‘we'takea knife to our foreskins

o gest ﬁzecm of wafer, we shall be "saved.”

Here he is pg ' It ~ j_,L?ev"é"I'bpment of scientific endeavours as well as dev
1}99 A red religion outdated. He believes that society has moved on
of religious thought put their ideas forward.

As an antitheist, Hitchens believed not only that there was no God but also that
immoral and that religion should be dismantled as he believed that not only do
society, but that the place it occupies within modern society causes harm to thos:
come into contact with it.
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Spotlight on Scholars

I Professor Richard Dawkins is a well-known biologist and outspoken a
I agnostic on the basis that he believes it is impossible to disprove God; h
i is almost completely sure there is no God. In his popular work he critiqu
i the God Hypothesis, which he argues is flawed. Re" -« 1s belief rests on 1!
exists (the God Hypothesis); however, Dawk i ar 1 25 that since this be

, cannot be proved and this hvpot]v S, g aticant flaws.

explanatiorg % - ;;..

evolution by Juggestmg his own theones of the development of individual gene
believes that science has shown that there is no need for God’s existence.

In the book he states,

The majority of us don’t cause needless suffering; we believe in free speech and
what is being said; we pay our taxes; we don’t cheat, don’t kill, don’t commit
others we would not wish done to us. Some of these good principles can be fc
alongside much else that no decent person would wish to follow: and the holy
distinguishing the good principles from the ba

He has also challenged various theories of God’s existence which are rooted in i
(discussed later) in works such as The Blind Watchmaker *:. > ich he argues tha
responsible for the creation of the world then suc’.« o | nust be blind or crue

o
é&ow be, there is no need for religion or belief in God and, theref
longer be sor Tining which individuals believe or take part in. He believes that p
order to be moral any more, and indeed this is reflected in his own stance as a se:

religion in his view has no role within modern society.

It is considered widely by atheists (and non-atheists) to be an eloquent, logical a
religion and belief in God.

Dawkins” work is not without response from the Christian community, however
wrote a reply, titled The Dawkins Delusion?, in which he makes the case for reli
Christianity).

Once an atheist, McGrath converted to Chrlstlamty havine i he past considere
individual consideration as a teenager and whlle 2t i jfty.ﬂ

7

McGrath does not attempt to sub“ ; -"Lz " 13 assemon that science explains t
however, he does object *1:. ,:, aiat féllglon and science are at odds with e
Dawkins Deliizams?, =+ T~ i pt> to challenge the individual points raised by Da
%g ati. ity of faith and science. He argues that Dawkins’ view of

phenomena Jrely too narrow in scope to be able to have a nuanced discus

For there is, of course a third option — that of ‘partially overlapping magest
science and religion offer possibilities of cross-fertilization on account of the
and methods.
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In layman’s terms he is arguing that science and religion cover and answer diffe
in the middle.

He points out too that Dawkins chooses specifically to attack a very fundamental :
faith. This form of religious faith is generally not that popular, as liberal and mo
more popular and widespread. Dawkins does not address these expressions of r
McGrath believes is the easier side of religion to attack.

He argues too that Dawkins makes the same flaw h fﬂacc’uses the religiou

given a set of data, he refuses to acknow' !, ha .y individual of scientific b
conclusion which is differentto D o .o /v 7

7

that things such as logic and science lead only to Ex
atheism. He juxtaposes logic with faith, and this in | Draw up reasons to argu
and of itself is a product of Dawkins’ bias as he

o 1. Hitchens was success
assumes that those who work from a position of .
. . 2. Dawkins was success
reason and logic would naturally become atheists. 3. McGrath was succes
This does not fit, however, with the fact that \ )

many scientists have religious faith.

He also challenges the way in which Dawkins addresses religion. Indeed as an atk::
position of bias —and indeed, in McGrath’s thoughts, cognitive bias. His opinion
write. Dawkins’ work is informed by his previously held opinion as well as by log
work being biased towards the view of favouring atheism.

It should be stressed that in his book McGrath is not attemr*’ ig to prove that G
Christianity is true. He is simply working to show that .« «n. work is not as ar,

Dawkins believes it is. By stating that he is killi. g or‘; Jefheis killing the argu

Dawkins’ ideas within the book rath~ . * in 3 j,\..‘,fnptihg to prove that God exists

=

g.<ﬁl—-—l—n—l-l-l—l—-

Quick Quiz

I 1) Whnatis secularisation?

2) How do Church attendance figures reflect this?

. 3) Whatis spiritualism?

I 4) Giveanexample of a world event in the last 100 years which has aff
5) What s antitheism?

I 6) What was the view of Christopher Hitchens regarding religion?

; 7)  What is the view of Richard Dawkins regarding religion?

. 8) How does McGrath challenge Dawkins’ ideas?

I 9) Whatis meant by ‘partially overlapping magisteria’?

'\ 10} Give an example of how traditional Christian values have clashed wit
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4.3 NEwW MOVEMENTS IN TH

()
J Starter Activity

1. Draw two lines onto a piece of A4 paper, dir?

oy t into four equal
sections, bullet point your knowledge ak sut *h

.ollowing new move

a. Feminist Theology

b. Liberation T

\. d.

Christian thought has evolved throughout time. This has continued into modern #:

Christian thinking and theology developing. As the aforementioned process of s
society’s values have changed. Within Christianity today, new ways of thinking
developments of liberation theology, feminist theology and black theology. Furt
with it a new wave of a type of Christianity — Evangelical Christianity — specifical
umbrella of Evangelical Christianity there are other groups such as Pentecostal
Broadly speaking, these are all forms of Protestant Christianity.

Feminist Theology

Feminism as a movement has grown in momentum over the last few hundred y
Christianity, feminist thinking has traditionally taken issue wits the faith. It has
thought, teaching and practice are sexist against wor . "A€ - argument is that
underlines the societal gender roles that have- ‘e vl e subser\nent for ex
submissive wives and mothers. The\' b e Bible and the God of Christia
oppressive of women, ; e

~, nas been a developing form of theology along with
I © women who do not see a contradiction between their Chri
values. It sh ve emphasised that there is not simply one strand of feminist t
one strand of theology itself. It is important too to address that there are many
concepts of God traditionally held which some feminist theologians share with s

<
O

oo

The Secular Feminist Lritigue of Christianity
Regarding the feminist critique of Christianity as a faith and social force — what

Regarding the fundamental cornerstone of Christian belief — the concept of God
taken issue with this concept. They argue that God the Father, the masculinise
God is inherently patriarchal and the role of God and humanity in a master/slav
patriarchal subjugation of women under men. As humans serve God, so too do
culturally become expected to serve men.

There are issues too taken with the holy text of Christ’ ..t~ — he Bible. Secular
authoritative text the Bible is sexist and supnc tiv ¢ 01 s patmarchy Mary Daly
book Beyond God the Father: '

It might be interesting to..5

be enough sz il 5 al to comprise an interesting pamphlet.

Feminist Theoes

Rosemary Radford Reuther is a good example of a feminist theologian. She is a
theologian which is a phrase that would strike many as odd — surely, if the ideas
reasonable then it would prove difficult to be both a Christian and a feminist. Sh
Christianity has been mistakenly interpreted and practised which is sexist and r
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the essence of the faith itself is not sexist. Feminist theology also seeks to achie
addition to social and economic equality.

With a background in the civil rights movement of the 1960s and 1970s in the U
Church in 1983. This functions as a collective community which is not centralise
leadership.

She argues that in order to understand the way in which *" » rorld has changed
religion have influenced our understanding we m' . xa : ne the way in which
She argues that polytheistic faiths (faiths .\ = =h _.gre'than one God is worshi
patriarchal and women fare bette .. 1 . * jese societies. Additionally, she posi
Christianity has roots —le . - 1 . '/was a Jew) has historically become far mo

0
Christian di< ’she is not challengmg the role of God as a father figure, butr
formal, respeured Father, rather than what she believes was the true, counterc
‘Abba’ (more closely translated as ‘daddy’ or ‘Papa’). She argues that this pictur
of Scripture such as John 15:14-15 which states,

You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you my s
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you frien
you everything that I have heard from my Fat

Obedience to God, Reuther argues, should be emphasised; however, historicall
been emphasised from within the Church. She argues that it is correct to return
it is important to not elevate human beings to the same level as God.

One counter argument made is that feminism, when taken by the commonly he
equality of genders. Traditionally this would mean the advancement of women;
on equality. Some have, therefore, argued that one issue '} n the concept of
faith could potentially be viewed as being exclusm"“v ; 1a| Christians.

It should be noted that historically fem rse Io;yhas had a bias towards wh
reaction to this there has been Y NG “discourse of women of colour and e
such as mujerista theoln am Ty ueyond the scope of A Level; however, itis im
",, _éaround this issue.

S - Spotlight on Scholars

Sallie McFague is an American Christian feminist theologian and write
books on the topic of God, gender and bodies. She specifically underlin
of analogy in understanding the way in which Scripture is to be unders
I' relationship to human beings is to be understood.

She argues that an immanent, transcendent, all-powerful God cannot
ties of gender. Gender is something which is flesh and bone - it is som
not human, God is greater than and beyond what is human. Therefore
I believe that God is male.

She takes this further using the metaphor of God .- o nother in order
which she believes that God is to humar be aie © or example, when d
I differing words in order to p051+ oo ot God bequj y understood as
I Rather than using the trac. ma 1 s such as Lreatmg the world ex-
. ’bodled forth’. B" 1

Furthermore, those who hold to the views of feminist theologies generally tend
egalitarian viewpoint. This will be defined and discussed further in the section o
Discrimination (6.2).
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Liberation Theology

Liberation theology is a form of theology emerging in Latin America in the late 1%
theology that found its roots within the socially and politically tense situation of
liberation theology was born from was that of the plight of the poor within El Sa

The poor commonly lived in a socio-economic climate where “here was, and co
between the *haves’ and the ‘have nots’. The poor cc... . };"ﬂ\i!ive in ‘favelas’ w
Homes are commonly constructed from scrons of ne <.such as tin and iron, wh
for the inhabitants. There is no suit=' « 2y : and sanitation system and runnin
e 3  infant mortality rate, and the childre
BRIl 3 “oraer to find food. With crime, gang violence, and
Q ;;j:a.«'El"‘Sé‘ivador, it is estimated that there is an average of on
Contrastingl_nfn the same geographical location, the rich live in luxurious hi
in sharp distinction to the poverty and hardship experienced by those in the fav

wholly unequal — approximately 50% of the gross income of the country is poss

This is a situation into whi
Christianity would seemi
compassion — Jesus oft
poor and helping the ‘I
throughout the Gospe
poor, to care for the si
happiness of other peo
Christian teachings wou
the context of El Salvado
of lik. tion theology wit

o

A; a Christian, | do not
believe in death withoyt
rcsurr¢dion. I they Kill me

[ Will rise again in the ’
Salvadorian People. 1

. .-Liberation theology is dire
. /gt secular government where th
¢ % _..snt. Obviously, the situation in El Salvador is

A case study of an outstanding example of liberatio
Born and raised in El Salvador, he practised as a pri
was shot and killed while joining in Communion (M
death he had delivered an impassioned sermon on

within the army of El Salvador to desist killing and sulk:
sermon had resulted in those in power assigning him the label of ‘communist’ a
his murder. He is now considered a martyr for the people of El Salvador. He had
outspoken and tread carefully regarding politicising his theology; however, follo
his close friend Rutilo Grande (another priest who lived in the region who had s
poor), he became far more outspoken.

Figure 1 Oscar Romero

As evidenced by Grande’s murder, Romero was

not the only martyr for the cause of liberation // e
theology. In 1989 alone the forces of the P e Exa
Salvadorian army were responsible for the < = h 5 “Jn.zw up reasons to belie
of six Jesuit priests who had been '=%. + 4 1.
terrorists in opposition e+ . L sved 5.
government oagto ! -~ iipoken nature of

the injustic! Tfas A

The Bible is inherentl
The Bible only reflect
interpreted wrongly
The Bible views all g

~;e;3 vy the poor. 3

L https://www.jstor.org/stable/40972074?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
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Oscar Romero is not the only influential individual regarding liberation theolog

—m e Spotlight on Scholars

| Gustavo Gutierrez Merino (1928—present). He is a Peruvian philosophe
; later life a Dominican priest. He distinguished betw . . -wo forms of po
this nation — spiritual poverty as well as phy . j ;érfif He argues th,
food but also for spiritual succour 1« ol ) (utmgj > the biblical bread of 1

_suans in his view to liberate the poor from

I' Tt is the responsibili. A

In his article ‘Theology and Poverty’ he argues that in attempting to follow the
which Christians should respond — caring for and standing up for the poor, whic
in the Gospels.

He argues that this displays the fundamentals of Christian life and practice in th
1. Aclear display of the Gospel and how the Gospel condemns poverty and g
2. It demonstrates the intelligent nature of the Gospel

]

3. That following Jesus and his teaching should be thé 5 of Christian life

It is important to understand liberatior t.c» . ras navmg its
roots within El Salvador. it is st nda \ g”q’knowmgly
contextual theoiogy It

114 situation- -specific

implications o reasonmg afterwards.

The dialogue between traditional Western theology and
liberation theology has led some liberation theologians to
critique the traditional stance. They have argued that the
Western cultural practice of divorcing religion from politics is
wrong — that religion should be very much a part of politics,
and a driving force behind working towards social justice.

There is here a theological challenge to those who identify as Christians while a
within El Salvador and globally — the teachings of Jesus are clear within the Bibl
Matthew 19:23 states that, ‘Then Jesus said to his disciolf, i ruly I tell you, it i
enter the kingdom of heaven”.” He continually ta .4 fo ‘ e rich to give away
helping the poor — certainly a challenge f wl atlu - posed both by the Bible a
Romero. 28
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Black Theology

In much the same way that liberation theology is contextual theology founded i
understood that black theology was founded within the context of the aftermat
black people in the United States of America.

This was a development of a particular brand of Christianitv t':at found its roots
of slavery in the United States. It was founded in ard ',fa‘:rf:ry o the realities
of Africans brought over to the United State- = ra. e .,qr'WiII in the eighteenth
these conditions, African Americars. 4 1 ‘re 1 auge lnjustices and brutalities. Du
a practice within the Unitec 7x = 1 .1e were some Christians who argued tha
on a specific icagrpr ° 9

“

On 20" june B
history of racism and support for slavery within the Church in America. The soutt::
historically supported slavery as a concept.

Those who argue for the view of black theology argue that Christianity as it was
some, continues to be practised in some countries and Christian communities, hi:
is supposed to be. They argue that Christianity was never intended to be as Mal
religion’.

--------------- - Spotlight on Scholars

FProfessor James Cone uses the story of the exodus of the Jews as told in
Exodus in the Old Testament in order to frame his " ogV In his book
and the L jmhzng Tree he drew a companson i e A the use of crucifixi

1 action whigg ; 1ey w ould consider to be incorrect — so to speak tokeep t

; their place. Within the Roman Empire as within the American South -t
done in order to control these communities. They are similar in their vis
spectacle nature — just as postcards of lynchings were commonly distribu:
‘spectacle lynchings” were a practice, so the Romans lined their major roa:
along which people would travel, with those being crucified on crosses
to make a clear statement about what happens to those who disobey.

One hugely important facet of black theology is the emphasis placed by
included, on the necessity for reconciliation between the white and blac

Evangelical Christianity

Following the 2016 American eiectlon Favin *d W hear the term ‘American E
conjuring a specific ptcture of o) lt v Janf 1o be an ‘evangelical’ Christian —th
op|n|onated stereotvn: & g1 2 American. Most likely, it would be a person w
b ¢c1|calism as a Christian theology is a worldwide belief
s cult! (e ;yond the scope of the stereotyped American Evangelical Chr
theology that ‘Manifests within different denominations.

In America, the evangelical movement began approximately in the eighteenth a
mostly a process begun by anti-intellectuals and anti-elitists.
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Evangelical communities have become cross-denominational; however, they ar
denominations. Historian and scholar David Bebbington posited that there were
Christianity that can be observed within the majority of those who practise: cony:
and activism.

A common term used within the realm of Evangelical Christians is the idea of be
which finds its roots in the biblical passage as follows:

Jestis rephed ‘Vem/ fruhjl tell 1/07! s a,mee ‘the kmgdom of God unle
£ (1 Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely they cann

e81LS answered, Very truly 1 tell you, no one ca
they are born of water and the Spirit.”

It is the idea that when belief occurs, the person experiences a spiritual rebirth
This is generally tied to the principle of conversionism. It is the idea that to be r
of conversion.

e  Conversionism: this is the facet of Christianity which addresses the idea tha
marked change of repentance, turning away from sin in response to grace
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

e  Biblicism: this is the belief within the vast majority of those who hold to be
that the Bible is hugely important, authoritative and in some cases inerrant

e  Crucicentrism: this is the idea within Evangelical Christianity which addresse:
atonement of Jesus on the cross for human beings.

e Activism: this is the notable difference within evangelical Christianity which
to be more engaged with things such as social actior. .~ fy take a more act
their faith. 4

Evangelical Christianity is dlstmf‘t e | /ay in whlch it worships, and lives
out the faith. it lays emn AT smp which is physical, including raised
Sy F'F,A Jctices such as ‘slaying in the spirit’ or speaking in

‘- - two practices which are believed to be induced by the prese

the Holy Spmt that they are believed to fall over due to the force of this

experience. This is referred to as being slain in the spirit. Speaking in tongues is
experience when an individual who does not have the ability to speak another
language suddenly has this ability. Such an individual would have no knowledge
another language and it would need to be successfully interpreted in order to m

The idea of being slain in the spirit does not necessarily have basis in Scripture; ho
tongues does have basis in the story of Pentecost and is within the Bible connecte

o _
( Quick 7, 1iz

* 1) What are the four aspects of EvangPh al ‘hr [ xrnty accordlng to Bebb
I 2) Define conversionism. -
« 3) Whatis feminist thpf = [ Y
I 4) How might = ~ = ‘= e uinist critique it?

5) w! S L% ,f_méry Radford Leuther posit?
I 6) Hov ¥ McFague navigate this issue?

7) Whatis liberation theology?
i 8) Define ‘black theology’.

9) How does Prof. Cone use the Old Testament to illuminate his teaching
10) What is Evangelical Christianity?
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5. Works of Scholars

There have been huge numbers of scholarly works written and published throu
of and issues relating to the religion of Christianity, both from those within the f
perspective.

Starter Activity

1. DiscusX® our neighbour what you think is meant by the word atone

2. Why do you think atonement is such an important concept within Christ

The term ‘atonement’ within the context of Western Christian thought refers to
nature, humans have been separated from God. This was the situation of huma

their originally intended state of union with God, because of the Fall of Mankind
As a result of this, reconciliation was required. Exactly how this reconciliation h

thought is the idea around which atonement theory revolves. Atonement as a p
ability of humans to be reconciled with God, as the English term ‘atonement’ (‘a
meaning represented a state of harmony via reconciliation which refers to the s
atonement.

There are various different models of atonement theory, ab~ t which theologia
posit that there is no need for disagreement. There ic i fe. ment among tho
whether or not the ransom was paid to God > to Jm— this will be discussed

and overleaf. »

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

It has traditiozaas .o > g N (hat is held by the Lutheran churches and the Ro
ng vachin the West,

e

Within commdﬂh Christian dialogue, the way in which salvation from sin can be ac:
Jesus can be well represented by the following image. The unifying factor is tha
person of Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the individual who is at the centre.
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It is through at
they can achiev
surrounding at
the umbrella of
salvation), whic
scholars and th
important of th
“ whose work wi

Generally there
how atonemen
atonement the
1.Ransom theo
2. Satisfaction th:
3. Moral influe

Ransom theory
theory within C
within the writir:
(AD 184-253) in
revolves aroun
gained for hum
Christ of Nazareth on a Roman cross. The theory posits that Jesus’ death acted a

Human beings

Robin Collins in his work Understanding Atonement: A New and Orthodox Theor
follows:
Essentially, this theory claimed that Adc.n ﬁj L fst“)ldjmnzanity over to

hence, justice required that Ge.’y lt « Levil a ransom to free us from the
tricked the Devil into ¢

*‘f” J.A8t's deatlh as a ransom, for the Devil did
nce the Devil accepted Christ's death as a rans
was satisfied and God was able to free us from Sata

A common word used to describe Jesus within Christian dialogue is the word ‘re¢:
other contexts in life also — for example, when you buy something with a gift ca
phrase within this context refers to the buying back of something —to redeem i
Within the context of the practice of Christianity, the concept of Jesus as redee
in Christian belief and dialogue. For example, songs referring to Jesus as redeem
include phrases such as ‘Jesus, My redeemer’, ‘Gracious Redeemer’. Biblically, t
— Christians who hold that Jesus is the fulfilment of the Suffering Servant of Isai
refers to this character as ‘Our Redeemer — the LORD Almighty is his name —is t

- Spotllght on Scholars

it would be remiss to discuss atonement *he irv r lout mentioning the
1977) surrounding his classical 2> 0¢ o » atonement theory. He was t
of Sweden. He wasa [ -1 =1 o ‘most importantly he was the author
topic of sal g s ,_/ uitristus Victor. This has highly influenced m
I' thinking vz\fa.g‘ \ mg atonement and as the title would indicate is centred

I person of \@#5 has achieved a moral victory. In the description for the t

|_1' 01,

. the work of Christ is first and foremost a victory over the powers which hol

i and the devil

Course Companion for A Level Year 2 Edexcel Paper 4: Christianity Page 23 of 41

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




In this text he identified the three main theories of atonement theory —what h
idealistic theory and the classic theory. The scholastic theory is the theory of at
Canterbury. The idealistic view is the moral exemplar theory which he ties to th
classic theory is the one which he himself believed to be the correct theory of a

In Christus Victor, he presented the three theories and then went on to show t
believed to be correct. He argued that the scholastic and th- {ealistic views bo
much importance to the actions of humans. He arf' 25 a. ‘a eturn to classicr
to understand salvation.

L

In this theory of atonemem‘ 8 i“b‘;}; ;).~-1‘t‘ﬁ'é! Bible takes centre stage. It relies o
sinful choices of Ad"r
Fall as cont
humankind. W
without the knowiedge that he would rise again. Therefore, as Christ has dled i

Devil has lost his hold on humanity, restoring them to God as a result of the res

Anselm did not see ransom theory as being sufficient to explain the way in whi
forgiveness and salvation. He instead laid emphasis on a model of atonement t
satisfaction theory.

! =t Anselm of Canterbury was a Benedictine monk who lived from 109
I life he had great influence on the Church as a whole and on writing tex
| remain influential in some branches of the Church today. He was cano
; his death, becoming a Saint. He posited what is known as the satisfacti
+ atonement in his work Cur Deus Homo — Why GeZ F - i, e Man. His theo
wholly around the sacrifice of Jesus’ dea*‘1 ca ’r <russ for the sins of m
satisfaction theory goes as follov “““

umd the inherent sinful nature of human
: ine judgement and justice. Because God is
affront b{ . = ﬂnent or recompense; however, human beings are not ¢
I own. We Wil always fall short of the infinite measure of justice that we
I display of his infinite mercy and fulfilment of his infinite justice, this d
| on the Roman cross. God has taken this judgement upon himself in his
; humankind so that they can now live justified in the state they were int
justice has been satisfied via the substitution of Jesus in taking the puni
hence, this is termed satisfaction theory.

Due to the occasmn °

This theory is notable because it marries two ideas which can occasionally be a
the idea of ultimate Divine Justice and Ultimate divine mercy. Interestingly also
that because of this theory, Anselm completely rejected acts of penetrance as
value. He viewed such actions, even ones which are extreme and painful such a
flagellation, as being self-serving rather than God servmg e ,erfluous and ulti
insufficient.

Moral exemplar theory was one of th .t je s < . regarding atonement, and is ar
popular. This idea sees Jesus r .1 ¢ as : Aoral exemplar the moral standards sh
Jesus in his lifetime a’*r' b - n"g‘"'"are the means by which humanity is to be

achieve salvatlon It was an argument which was heavily featured in the though
Augustine. It lays the responsibility to a certain extent on humankind to follow
example — the teaching has been given, and now it is up to humanity to follow
particular form of ethics lays emphasis on facets of the character of the person
a moral teacher, a martyr for all mankind, an example and a leader.
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Discussion Question
Discuss with a friend or your neighbour which of the three theories of atone
convincing. Give reasons for your answer, and make sure to challenge any
using your knowledge from this course (or beyond!).

i -

.

1)
2)
3)
4)
i 6) What did Aulen put forward in his classic atonement theory?
. 7) How did St Anselm of Canterbury understand atonement?
| 8) Whattwo ideas does his theory marry together?
« 9) Howis the moral exemplar theory different?
|‘ 10) How might this theory be critiqued?
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5.2 COMPARISON OF KEY IDEAS: B

@ Starter Activity

1. Use the Internet to make a brief fact file or .« 0. swing figures of
will help support your understandine o th= - .mparison of the ideas

L

a. Karl Barth

Karl Barth

Karl Barth (1886—1968) was a Reformed theologian from Switzerland. He is
highly regarded as one of the best Protestant theologians of the twentieth
century. His work on atonement theory and the process of salvation is of
particular interest. Barth’s atonement theory stands in direct and stark
contrast to the second scholar’s view which will be discussed — that of John
Hick.

He discussed his ideas on atonement in his highly important and influential
work which has already been discussed within this Course Companion —

Church Dogmatics {discussed in Section 1.2 on the Trinity). In this text,
atonement was one of four main doctrinal focuses. Translation into English of B
discussion within English-speaking countries, during whic':x argued perhaps t
was mistranslated as the English word ‘atonemer. i '121::_; Seeh argued that inst
‘reconciliation’. F

In Barth’s view, he posi*s “ m-f’"‘e“r"h‘.phasis on the reunion offered to human
4 4isin. Barth posits a picture of Jesus as ‘representative’

vhen drawing a comparison between the two scholars (Barth

emphasises il divinity and deity status of Jesus.

One of the main ideas coming from Barth’s understanding of atonement
theory is the idea of Jesus having the position of the ‘Judge judged in our
place’ — this is the idea that Jesus as wholly divine and part of the Trinity is
God. God within Christian (and traditionally Jewish) understanding is the
moral arbiter — he is the judge of the world.

the Son of God fulfilled the righteous judgment on us men by Himself
taking our place as man and in our place undergoing the judgment under
which we had passed (222)

- iunement, such as Anse

He engages to an extent with traditional viewr oit .:fé""'r:ff“

Barth justifies his idea by shrjv : hm e biblical context supports the idea of |
Gospel of Matthew h-s 4 5 cc tof Jesus crying out on the cross ‘My God, My
i *, 1ot Barth, the use of these words on the cross by Jesus i

This is in fact é’"ﬁhotation of an Old Testament passage — these are the opening
the forsaken nature of human beings, aligning himself with their sin during the li
their sin. He is demonstrating also how the prophecies and ideas posited in the
and thus salvation can be offered through his sacrifice.
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This passage, in addition to Isiah 53:4-5, is posited by Barth to be the biblical ba
taken on the transgressions of humankind in his death, being judged in the plac
morally blameless.

This view is further backed up within biblical passages in the Epistles, such as in
‘God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might becom
However, while musing on the passage in Isaiah 53, Barth 2. =25 that theidea o

it is not discussed in the New Testament passages A t? : matter he states tha

L

The decistve thing is not va" “ra erred what we ouglit to have suffered

the destruction #0 v . mz‘z‘}’é:ﬁzllen victim by our guilt, and therefore t
o But it is brue only as it derives from the decisive thin
Jesus Christ it has come to pass that in His own

He has made an end of us as sinners and therefore of sin itself by going to de
as sinners. In His person He has delivered up us sinners and sin i

For Barth, the central message of the Bible is clear — Jesus took the place of ma
sin upon himself. Stark is his language here regarding the ending of sin — within
ideas of guilt and sin were absolved by a priest and by donations, specific praye
arguing that justification for sin has already been dealt with on the cross. This la
terms of the context in which he was writing. It was a situation for Barth in whi
the judgement for the wholly fallen mortal human beings.

Strengths of Bath's View:

e  Fits with biblical narrative

e s generally consistent with the coavisns
o  Works well with the ldF"‘ f JP.: s wholly divine
e I|twas relaf"rel\' oY mré'iﬁand seemed to fit the narrative of the Bible
+. 2-reformation Church.

Weaknesses a)"E’EHMs View:

e If Jesus is not wholly divine, then this entire theory does not hold.
e |t could have been a choice made by the Bible writers to attribute the Psal
historical occurrence.

John Hick

John Hick (1922-2012) was an English philosopher and theologian. His work reg
the person and role of Jesus of Nazareth was somewhat controversial within th
realm of Christian thought. He posited that Jesus was not, as many Christians po
God incarnate, but would be better described as a mora' = aplar’, in his book
Myth of God Incarnate. o -

_.setson of Christ) is somewhat contro

Hick’s Christology (the theory/<*

within traditional Christiz + 5 =10 she posits that Jesus was not God incarnat
he is traditig ur 1 . ’uod to be. This understanding of Jesus is completely k
understand ; ;;readmg of Hick’s Christology and his approach to atonement
theory.

Regarding the meaning of atonement within Christology, Hick differentiates bet
atonement. These are as follows:
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¢ The Broad Meaning: ‘becoming one with God...entering into a right relatio
the process or state of salvation’(161)

e The Narrow Meaning: ‘a specific method of receiving salvation, one presu
guilt. It is in this context that we find the ideas of penalty, redemption, sac
expiation, satisfaction, substitution, forgiveness, acquittal, ransom, justific

Hick makes this distinction for a reason — he wishes to en \ise that it would

ideas of atonement based on our understandmg oy

not go to the shops, for example, and ea’ L5 ?sm_lves. We pay something, c

ability to partake in food. Hick —r e e IS transactional experience we hav

the view we have of sali i ,_,_,.m_stern society and within the Western Churc

1}2‘9 ho e ‘Where everything is transactional, it would make se

V'lnderstandmg of salvation. However, in Hick’s thoughts, this

S

spill over in!
incorrect.

He does not believe that the Bible itself supports what he views as the Christia
atonement, which he outlines in the opening chapters of his book. Hick puts fo
Orthodox Church and the Western Church and their ideas surrounding salvatio
Hick’s view, the Eastern Orthodox Church has traditionally taken the view that
“transformational conception of salvation’, that a human gradually develops sp
manage to accomplish oneness with God, and likeness to him. In Hick’s view, t
traditionally held that, ‘salvation requires God’s forgiveness and that this in tur
to satisfy the divine righteousness and/or justice’. He argues that this has resul
Easter community), when there was undue emphasis placed on the sense that
freed from their sins due to the death (and resurrection) of Jesus.

He argues that the Western understanding is largelv ..+ _iof this communi
church fathers such as Origen, Gregory of Nvs: K id +.justine, who posited th

as a payment to Satan to free human .+ ir | «.. 7 rightful punishment for sin. W
early church creeds such as theoo ce“\ \,reed itis an idea that is generally fam

He views the current view on salvation within modern Christianity as being pro
development of human intelligence. According to Hick, humans have evolved p
such ideas are not logically sound. Specifically, he takes issue with the idea of o
(Genesis 3).

Today the ideas of an actual human fall resulting in a universal inherite
unbelievable for educated Christians (164

This clearly has an impact on the practice and belief in such ideas within moder
then those who consider themselves ‘educated Christians’ in the modern age h
their viewpoints. The cross is for many Christians a symbol of ~acrifice on which
salvation could be offered. However, if Hick’s theorvi o> 2y slieved, then the
method for a holy man who is a good moral »» 1 le_ . .¢ does not and cannot

If -, 1 che topic of atonement rather than his
i communlty, however, they have Iargely withs

Hick’s views which he ;c:nositr hid
controversial w‘*htr‘i <

that Jesus Chr“i"St was the dtvme Son of God. This extends to his somewhat plura
believed that Jesus enjoyed a particularly close relationship with God, which im
perform the miracles and healings as described within biblical texts. He does n
the Son of God.
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Therefore, his view of atonement is starkly at odds with Barth, whose entire th
is not wholly divine, he cannot offer salvation. How then does Hick navigate th

For Hick, salvation and atonement are achieved via soul-making. This is the ide
exemplar, which human beings should strive to emulate and be like. Unlike Bar
rather achieved through a process of transformation of the self and of the soul
happens over the course of a lifetime and also in the afte:’ < :where the soul wil:
until it reaches the point of moral equivalence WI"; il

G

Hick’s viewpoint is pluralistic in__ﬂ‘ upr ‘.";\_“_.,.:i’jtb galvation —itis not only offered

of interfaith dialogue, thi
soul-making ) '

same teach! ‘ﬁw ‘a dlfferent source — for example, moral ideas such as
not killing ort l\;mg are generally universal within religion, so following
such ideas would help an individual to develop in the soul-making process.

It does not close off the possibility for salvation for those who do not
believe in Jesus — which would make this a view which takes the position
of inclusivism towards salvation and truth within Christianity, as will be
discussed next.

Strengths of Hicks View

e Appeals to the open idea of salvation rather than a closed one
e Appeals to the modern sense of universality
e Hick’s pluralism leaves the dialogue for interfaith relationships very open w

Weaknesses of Hick's View e |

t

¢ Renders the cross meaningless and Cf T
way for no reason? :

e's"sj—wwhy would God allo

o a"éi)iblically consistent as Barth’s view.
Very ug Yar oo , croverSIal within Christian thought.

Inconsi ;;ath the majority of Christian narratives.
The bib!\ ™ standard for morality is so high it seems relatively unfair to exp

how much time they have.

Does not necessarl'x

@

: Quick Quiz
I 1) Briefly explain Barth’s atonement theory.
= 2) Whyis Psalm 22:1 significant to Barth’s interpretation?
I 3) What view did Barth take regarding the place of Jesus?
. 4) Give one strength of Barth’s theory.
I 5) Give one weakness of Barth’s theory.
. 6) Briefly describe Hick’s theory of atonement
I 7) How does Hick view Jesus? o

8) Why is this view controversial> .~ . -
i 9) Give one strength of Hig” i’iié) L .

10

) Give one weak 2 s View.

/a—-u—-—-—-—-—n—n—-—-
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6. Religion and Societ

Speaking anthropologically, religion and the practice of religion are social phen
is practised, experienced and lived out among communities. Across the stagger
always some element of the communal. Therefore, it is important o examine h
society and the way in which it interacts within the collective,_regarding those
living within the same geographical location but who .2 :

JATISM AND DIVER

Starter Activity

1. Discuss with your partner how multicultural you think the UK is.

2. How can you see this shown in the UK2 Write down as many exampl

Key Concepts and Terms

This is the view that a shared set of values or culture for ev

Particularism either not a feasible reality or not one

This is the idea that more than one religion may reflect asp

Inclusivism form of salvation.

Exclusivism This is the idea that one religion h-..% " n j_jmopoly on truth

This idea refers to the m:’r ‘e ‘" of cultural identity of m
existing withip ~ . 4 1/

L _1arger social groups. In this insta
traditing . _dwniority groups are known and permitted
: ticés are within the boundaries of the law of the |

Pluralism:

Multiculturai ’ty

The reality of modern life is that we are living in a multicultural society, with m
within society. Immigrants are living in a cultural diaspora — often living in close
religious groups. Countries such as America have emerged as a result of immig
described in its formation as a ‘melting pot’ of cultures.

Studies have shown it is not uncommon for religious groups within immigrant c
live closely. On a practical level this functions well — especially with religions suc
in a close community helps with adherence to certain religious codes and rules.
is aided by being in a community with those also fasting; eating kosher and hala
those also doing so, probably resulting in local shops stocking a large amount of
In the most recent census on religion, which took “‘.'.
as follows:

sy Oh, the findings of

An overview of religia:: e zmd Waleq looking at nge, sex, ethnici
i1ans, ‘Muslims and people with no religion as thes
5 ’ts e ¢ UlDL’il for all the main religious groups. Christianity w
group D gt o of the population, followed by Muslims witl 5%. The prop

they did not have a religion reached a quarter of the
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Under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948, all those withi
(of which the UK is one) are afforded the rights to freedom of religion. Article 1
that:

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, consci

Freedom of religion is one of the key foundations of th- L k., asit was forme
under the Nazi regime. Freedom of religion refulf A o Jlty ‘of religion; when
way they wish to and interpret rel:gm" T ¥ uiat makes sense to them, th
interpretations of religion. g L s T

[ o

W) Religions

As a result of lnbreasing multiculturalism within the United Kingdom there
have been increased levels of interaction with other faiths. Historically, this
has been the case worldwide as Christianity was born in a Hellenistic culture,
which was itself a melting pot in the Middle East of Roman, Greek and Jewish
tradition.

From the beginning, Christians have interacted with people of other faiths
and the writings of the early Church reflect this.

The same physical and cultural social interaction with people of other (or no) fa
multicultural society of Britain today. Christmas is celebrated across the count
and people of other faiths as a national holiday. Not all people choose to obser
not actually believing in the birth of the holy child in Bethléﬁ' - nall those years a;
guestion for non-Jews to attend a neighbour’s Sef" oA 7;,.‘*ﬁésr;~ecially asitiscu
communal practice.

One of the issues wh|ch insn {“ zed with multiculturalism concerning religio
Christianity, st > make clalms to be the one exclusive way to achie
Jews are G( 35&1\ people Islam claims that Muhammad was the final prop
given had bt—.mSmterpreted Christianity is no different.

John 14:6 is a Bible verse which does in effect demonstrate

an exclusivity in terms of salvation within Christianity — 9

lesus proffers himself as the only vehicle through which Jesus a
salvation can be attained. Therefore, any religion which Truth an
does not follow Jesus, such as Islam or Judaism, could not, Fa

in the view of this verse, be considered as a religion which
would give human beings access to God. Therefore, the

exclusivist view of other religions would consider any other d
religion to be false, or to not fully show the way through which salvation can b

Judaism and fslam are both monotheistic rellglons w" A m H the declaration
God is a sin. While Christianity is also monot'*e st -5 .adicated earlier, the iss
here which is not present in these Al Within fslam, the concept of Ta
to the religion. Within Juda 3 'j _a'of one God is so ingrained in the social
cannot even szaathe:y "‘ i ﬁd tor fear of it being too holy, optmg mstead for
monotheisi da.
as being Go\Ge*
slightly tricky 10 nawgate.
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—mmmmmm Spotlight on Scholars

1 Not all Christians, however, view Christianity in this way. Karl Rahner i
1 Catholic priest whose work was well respected, he developed a theory

¢ Inhis thought, the idea of God’s grace is wholly centra'. He was a Cath
traditional Catholic teaching and understandin' /o arc ng theidea of e
Christianity was the one true falth hov > e posited the idea of what |
Christians. This is the case of = ¢ (v, ‘emphatically within Rahner’
Christianity. ThlS teacls 5 oo niof applv to those who have been expo

He believes tiiat human beings were inherently fallen and flawed as a result of t
traditional view of the Church. He believes that goodness and moral correctnes
through God'’s grace.

The Old Testament shows God, in Rahner’s view, acting and giving grace pre-Jes
grace could be achieved through him. Goodness could only be achieved through
see goodness and moral correctness in people who are not Christians this challe
only be achieved through God’s grace. Therefore, within Rahner’s thought, this
God’s grace despite being unaware of it. He termed such people as being anony
they were acting as Christians without realising this. Such people would be affo

He rejects the idea of the Church teaching of ‘extra ecclesium nulla sallus’ (out o
as being a visible church, but rather an invisible church which leaves the door o
anonymous Christianity to work.

e

,L;ﬂl life as a proponent of inclusivism, arguing th
; human bembs to hell He continues in this vein through

¢ Inhis works, he challenged the idea that Christianity was the one, true
produce people who are wholly moral. However, there are many peopl
who perhaps do not embody the best moral character. In Hick’s view th

Christianity is the one moral true path.
L e e e e e e e e e e et s == -

In God and the Universe of Faith, Hick challenged the idea that Christianity is ex
interpretation of religious experience. He argued that depending on your walk o
individuals would interpret religious experience as being indicative of a
particular religion based on the one that they had experienced. The
common denominator in his view is the experience of the diviae, rather than
proof of a religion itself. Therefore, he argues, all l"ellf’ Gy }:*riences have
validity but it cannot be said that one provec z.re am “Jpetrue—a
Christian and a Buddhist could easulv Sifp e same religious event
entirely differently based on td EYa N ‘ound. This conclusion led Hick to
his position as 2 olurslic ;i o éi won

However, it g
within the rearty of multiculturalism. The term ‘Christianity’ encapsulates a my
an umbrella term which covers a vast number of denominations with differing b
practices. There are 2.2 billion Christians currently inhabiting the planet, and th
God in different ways, leading to a vast array of different denominations. The div:
therefore, important.
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The Diversity of the Church

The Christian Church has never in its history been a wholly unified body agreein
letters of Paul in the New Testament display a picture of a geographically sprea
the disputes and differences they were experiencing, for example the interactio
the early Church. The modern Church is no different, with differences such as

e Issues of authority

* Traditions

¢ Church governance
+ Differences of scrlpture
*  Worship {styles)

It is importart’ to’remember the historical context of the Reformation when un
Church as a whole. Some theological differences cause conflict and friction amo
Church as a whole. For example, Protestant Christians gained their name throu
who broke with the Church were protesting the viewpoints and ways in which fa:
traditional Catholic Church. What has since followed has been years of division,
violence. The history of the monarchy of the United Kingdom, for example, is st
of violence motivated by the differences between Catholics and Protestants, ea
heretical. While the violence is, thankfully, largely a thing of the past, the divisi
communities of Churches and, therefore, work is needed in order to heal these
the context of the ecumenical movement.

Another side to the diversity of church is the way in which individual churches i
other. For example, one church might view another as not he! g Christian due tc |
those listed above. rF. 2

Furthermore, there is the d|fferenﬁ* : be i+ t‘.n mcluswlsm and exclusivism. Tk

towards the validity of cthg‘ i nr B, and on occasion {depending on the deno
branches of thegght - - of ather branches of the Church.

For exampleXgy ; m the Catholic Church one source of authority is the Pope. Th
representative on earth. He enjoys the position of having the highest earthly au
which as such a large institution has historically (and continues to have) a status
and power. Following the Reformation rooted in the ideas of Martin Luther, Pro
hierarchal structure of the Catholic Church and the Pope, instead laying their aut::
Scriptures.

A source of importance and authority within the Catholic Church is the Catechis
a document which outlines the beliefs and practices of the Church in accordanc
Scripture. This enjoys an authority within Catholicism which it does not within o
Catholic will view this document as having authority over their life, whereas a B
document little authority while perhaps viewing it with respe’"t For a Baptist, th
the Bible, which they view to be his Word. ;

Furthermore, within denommatlons vy m = cimermg forms of worship. Wit
there are set responses to ser
met with ‘and also with . 7« T
e - ,',:ias%ih’gplace in. Other branches of the churches may not f
services do XEG #structure but these might be less strict, and perhaps without

Some churches will choose to worship by taking the sacrament of Eucharist eve
times per week. Worshippers in the High Anglican tradition, for example, take t
However, traditions such as Baptists or other Protestant branches may choose t
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In recent years, there has been a movement within some of its branches to att
because one of the key ideas of the Church is to see it as a community of believ

This is known as the ecumenical movement. It can be denominational or nond
can either be trying to heal divisions between denominations or within denomi

This is a movement within different branches of the chur-! | rich s attempting
within the church. They lay emphasis on biblical - « 15 such as Ephesians 4:
argue that such teachings lay an emphas’ >, * e ....portance of the unity of th
the spreading of the Gospel as he g = }_:,m,..{:c‘br‘fcerns for modern Christians.

24 3

Ephesians g 'gk X ,ejfort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bon
;nd"t'his gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
o Wil come.”

and then the

There are some Christians who oppose the efforts of ecumenical
movements as they believe that by having discussions, they run the risk of
theological compromise. Issues which cause controversy are differences on
teachings such as contraception, abortion and gay marriage. Such issues
are considered by some Churches to be so important that they do not wish
to attempt to engage in discussions towards the end of the unity of the
Church as they believe it to be more important to hold to their
interpretation of the teachings of the Bible.

1) Define ‘particularism’. .~
2) Define ‘inclusivi- 7

3) Dek o WS
4) DcQEMMuralism’.
ié‘,cﬂ

6) What was Rahner’s view of inclusivism?

7) What is meant by the term ‘anonymous Christian’?

8) What kinds of diversity of practice are seen in the wider church?
9) What is the ecumenical movement?

! 5) Hovw#¥Ges John 14:6 impact interfaith relations?
l 10) Why might some Christians reject the ecumenical movement?
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6.2 EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATIO

Starter Activity

1. Create a table representing the qrgumenfs ‘m r

_arguments agair

2. Discuss your ideas with your neu::ht"» T n* ~¢vﬁ'any differences yo

you missed in your owntebl. © oo

Py
Christianity A it exception. Within the religion of Christianity, the role of wom

structure of authority is a point of discussion and contention. it is important to u
of women within ministry and society within Christianity is a broad and debated
be described as being the ‘Christian view’ as there are so many different Christia

One of the key issues within this debate is the issue of the ordination of women
become ministers or pastors and preach the Gospel. The two opposing stances ¢
the liberal (egalitarianism) and the conservative (complementarianism) view of
discussion tends to revolve around certain pieces of Scripture regarding the plac
these verses are universal and eternal instruction as relevant to the Church toda
Paul, or whether or not these are specific to the situation which St Paul was add

What does the Bible say?

Proponents of the liberal view often quote biblical ns L = X Women who
are recorded as having held positions of hlg’“ € te M aciain relaglous

communities. Sections of Scnpture il N _estament make reference to
women hoidmg posatlons of i '«*91 nra mthm the early Church. For example, St

Phoebe is being sent with the Gospel to Rome. The context of this verse is very i
context that an argument for the ordination of women, or at least the role of wo
important — even authorities — within a church context can be made.

The traditional or conservative view is that women should not have a role in pre
a variety of roots within Scripture. Beginning in Genesis where the narrative allu
God for men as a ‘helper’, this narrative is used by traditionalists to posit that w
secondary place to men — that their role should not be in leadership but rather t
the New Testament; it is referenced in Timothy in which there is a reference to t
passage in the discussion of women in ministry and Ieadershlp As part of a lette
Ephesus, it states:

Therefore I want the men eaerywher(’ bt hj, g u;'r; holy hands without an
women to dress modestly, wsz Aty e proprzefy, adorning themselves not v
pearls or expers ?‘ oottt wzth good deeds, appropriate for women w

G 9 i
A woman ! Zal\;‘%‘“ learn in gquietness and full submission. I do not permit a woma
over a man; she must be quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam
the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. But women will be saved
continue in faith, love and holiness with proprie
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Another key verse which is used in support of women not having a role within a

Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but
says. If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husban
a woman to speak in the church.

Obviously such a verse is somewhat controversialinth..© @ E!jn age as it posits
assume a role outside of leadership, but shoul n te. > ‘speak within the conte

What is important to consider .1 Ain Wi witerpretation of this verse is the conte
Many more liberal m=~: 2 4t _dans have contextualised this verse in order to
applying or > : “1.¢ situation within one early church rather than being a
taken from YBeES# written to a church that was experiencing an internal proble
argued that this was intended as a solution to that church’s specific issue rather

whole Christian community; however, this is a selective interpretation.

However, there are many New Testament verses which include other ideas that
the ideas of egalitarianism, such as the following verse from Galatians:

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who wer
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew not Gentile, neither slave nor
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 26—28)

Those who take this view argue that this verse would indicate that gender cease
service of the church and the ends of Christianity.

[ sct 7l .Question
To what extent do . . 2k we teaching of the Bible ca
support ¢ .« B¢ ¢ e ordination and role of women in t

There are two main different opinions that have formed within Christian though
the role of women. These are the egalitarian view and the complementarian vie
that men and women are completely equal and there should be no difference in
within society and within the Church. The complementarian view of the relation
the role of both posits that the genders are different and form different roles wi
context.

The Catholic Church holds the view that the genders are both equal under God’s
different roles as per the design of God.

This is a provocative view — if women take a differ ..:t ‘o ; ' tire Church, does it
on a different role in life? How then does . or....shen regarding women in ro
(women as lawyers, police, etc )? v pe

e . women within the institution of marriage. Within so
1?9‘3 Wy cited in Genesis, along with other parts of the letters from S

s
marriage in NP rvient position to her husband, as it indicates that she should
however, that while this is there in the Scripture, it has been historically abused,
end of the bargain — with them being commanded to love their wives as Christ Ic

their lives for them.
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There has historically been a conception of women as being ‘temptresses’. This
developed and cemented itself within the writings of the early Church between
For example, this theme can be found in the writings of Augustine, Jerome and
having been indicative of the fault of sin laying within the human physical body
human body as being the source of sin, or, at the very least, something that ca

sin — specifically, women’s bodies as a temptation, meant sexually. Tertullian u

bodies as ‘the devil’'s gateway’. This could have been mfll , i d by the ideas su
active choice of an individual to abstain from sexu it te ,iurse commonly wit
Christians have opted to become cehbntf o a,.-;tle'Paul in his letters spok
cellbacy Paul explicitly stated LY ¢ w\ a‘tan not to have sexual relatlons

From this teaching, ideas of celibacy are found in the practice of nuns and mon
within religion, this practice offered relative equality to women within society.
chastity and to serve God.

Fundamentalism has become a modern movement which largely involves a po
seen as taking something of a back seat. Beginning at the start of the twentieth
fundamentalism has grown in both British and American cultures. Generally sp
traditional role for women within the Church, within society and within the ho
of women as mothers and wives rather than promoting the idea of women ent
definitely not the pulpit.

Some Christian thinkers have made a point of drawing a distirction between th
Christian doctrine being in their nature oppressive of * >t n n its nature, and
historically been oppressive towards women "‘na th ; Argue is a core part of
argue is the result of culture. & T

Ordination

So, with suct\ee
to be a contentious issue even to this day. It is important to establish how diffe
have chosen to live out this issue within their religious traditions.

Within a modern society such as the United Kingdom, this causes problems wit
gender. Today, it is illegal to discriminate regarding employment based on gen
work of ministry and the employment of being a minister or priest, it could be
based on gender and deny a woman a position she is qualified for simply becau

The first main formal discussion regarding the ordination of women took place
1920. During this conference there was a commission of archbishops tasked wi
was decided against. ;

In 2010, the Vatican declared that to ord:ur 2 iye ﬁﬁ, wés"a serious crime’. Thi
profound statement condemnmg thai ln towof women; therefore, itisno s
ordination of women does - .  Aute in Catholicism.

Itis a signif 119 sque within Christianity both for individuals and the commu
especially re\ 1g women who say that they are called to preach and to be m
impact them at a large level as they would be unable to do their job. Traditiona
emphasis on these as found within fundamentalist communities may impact ne
based on her circumstances — e.g. a woman who cannot have children may fee

inability to fulfil the role which her community has stressed is her place. Howev
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believe in the teachings in Timothy, they may feel it is a betrayal of their faith
and their principles which they may spiritually and emotionally struggle with.

On a community level, it may mean that the best person is not doing the job
and, therefore, the community is not benefiting from the best form of
preaching possible. They may also find that disagreement about these ideas
becomes a source of division, as we have seen within Chr b | communities in
the past. Many churches, such as the Catholic Chi ica h: . “beten vocal in their
opposition to the decisions of other brar = *ti,2-Church to introduce the
ordination of women. Division v .in 0 .urch as mentioned in Section 1.3,
is a direct contradictior.t:: t . .; ot umty within the Church and, therefore,

Prominent Fi ...-e's.'f

e  Elizabeth Lane (1966—present) was the first Church of England female bish
and was consecrated into the role in 2015.

e  Antoinette Brown Blackwell was the first American woman ordained to a ¢
denomination, in 1853.

Quick Quiz

1) Why is gender a complex issue within Christianity?

2)  What is meant by complementarianism?

3) Whatis meant by egalitarianism?

4) Give a Bible verse which supports the ordination of women.
5) Give a Bible verse which opposes the ordma’cuw TN %en.
6) Whatis the view of the Catholic Churc:? i :
7)  Why has ordination of womer v ¢o t won Issue Wlthm the Church?
8) How has this become ¢ urrﬁ - tension between religion and secular c
How is ‘rhe tP” 1 = 240l important here?

¢ m— o m— E—
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4.1 Science

1)

Galileo was an influential philosopher and astrologist whose thought process and
information became hugely influential in developing what is now understood as b

2)  Scientism is the belief that truth can only be found withip * . eld of science.

3) The Big Bang theory challenges Christianity in tha ... ve . a-cernative explanati
without the need for God to have made it - * =h = .. eviously held by Christiani
was made. F. s

4)  Astudent could give any rol ot it ?‘; 5 .nsé to this - for example, a Christian migh
theory proves the Zi- i\ .a tat the world had one original starting point. Th

5)
of evolution may be true and potentiaily disproving of the account of the creation

6) The first general response from Christians is to argue that the theory of evolution
intelligent design and that the evidence of the irreducible complexity of life would
second general response is to reject the theory as being untrue, and hold that the
Genesis is wholly true, which is known as creationism.

7) Neuroscience is the development of the study of the brain.

8)  Christians might respond to this challenge by pointing out that this remains simply
Christian beliefs about the soul. Examples of ways in which it might be challenged
who claim to have had near-death experiences but have had no measurable brain

9) Quantum theory is the study of incredibly small matter, shown to act in a random

10) Students could give any relevant defence of Christian thought on the issue of qua
physicist John Polkinghorne argues that quantum physics is a way through which
priest, and, therefore, he is simultaneously a Christian and a scientist. He argues t
quantum level stop being random when they leave the micro levef and go to the m
the laws of science and nature. He argues that in this wav.. s, arings order from d
to create the order of science which is observable ie i rid”

4.2 Secularisation

1)  Secutarisation is the 9.
being lar . ;

2)  Church n
society I\Gge®g away from traditional religious ideas.

3)  Spirituatism is a new religious movement of a kind in the modern age. An individu
which has no specific definition. They may believe in simply ‘something more’, bel
without adhering to organised religion or a specific religious faith.

4)  Students could give any relevant example, including the Second World War or the

5) Antitheism is the belief not only that God does not exist, but that religion itself is

6) Christopher Hitchens was an antitheist and believed that religion was harmful to s
opposed in any ways in which it is encountered.

7)  Professor Richard Dawkins identifies as an agnostic on the basis that he believes it
however, he has stated that he is almost completely sure there is no God. In his p
what he terms the God Hypothesis, which he argues is flawed and compares religi
fought.

8) Students could here give any of McGrath’s challenges to Dawkins, including his ch
objection to Dawkins’ attitude that science and religion are mtually exclusive, an
Delusion’ deals only with fundamentalism rather thar . > .t am religious belief

9) Thisis aterm posited by McGrath which puts or arc =/ urgws
different questions, with some meetinf >, . Jiaue.

10) Students could give any relevar sun =g, the issue of abortion, and gay marr
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4.3 New Mavements in Theolagy

1) Historian and scholar David Bebbington posited that there were four main aspects
observed within the majority of those who practice: conversionism, Biblicism, crui

2)  Conversionism is the facet of Christianity which addresses the idea that to be a Christi
repentance, turning away from sin in response to grace and salvation as offered by th

3) Feminist theology is a form of theology which has been developing along with the
These are generally forms of theology which are developed F‘v women who do no
Christian faith and their feminist values. =k

4)  Students could give any of the following relev. nt fxa» isof secular feminists’ cr
e Regarding the concept of God — = v . - tlar féminists have taken issue with

the Father, the masculizis n NCE o’r descrlbmg the entity of God is |nhere
[ ]

‘It msght be interesting to speculate upon the probable length of a ’depatrlar

be enough salvageable material to comprise an interesting pamphlet’.

5) Rosemary Radford Reuther posits that it is the way in which Christianity has been
which is sexist and reinforces the patriarchy, and that the essence of the faith itse
seeks to achieve spiritual equality for women in addition to social and economic e

6) Sallie McFague specifically underlines the importance of the use of analogy in und
is to be understood and how God’s relationship to human beings is to be understo
transcendent, all-powerful God cannot be constrained by the human ties of gende
and bone —it is something that is human. God is not human, God is greater than a
she argues it is erroneous to believe that God is male.

7) Liberation theology is a form of theology emerging in Latin America in the late 196
that found its roots within the social and politically tense situation of El Salvador.
theology was born from was that of the plight of the poor within El Salvador.

8)  Black theology, much like liberation theology, is contextual. 7+’s was a developme
that found its roots within the historical occurrence o i2 oy 1 the United States
the realities of the enslavement of thousands »f . frir, = _orought over to the stat
and nineteenth centuries. In these coav v fricdn Americans suffered huge in

9) Professor James Cone uses t'ﬁ;; Wiy dus of the Jews as told in the book E
to frame his theoiog' ¢ ¥ 5 .dmparison between the use of crucifixion in the

' bn Americans responsible for the lynchmg of bIack peopl
their place Wlthm the Roman Empire as within the American South — these were d
communities. They are similar in their visual spectacle nature — just as postcards of
and ‘spectacle lynchings’ were a practice, so the Romans lined their major roads, alo:
those being crucified in order to make a clear statement about what happens to th

10) Evangelical Christianity is a movement which began in America in the eighteenth a
branch of Christianity which has certain distinctive worship practices

5.1 Atanement Theary

1) Atonement is the state of reconciliation between human beings and God, who had

2) The three main theories of atonement are ransom theory, satisfaction theory and

3) Ransom theory revolves around the idea that atonement is gained for humans thr
Nazareth on a Roman cross. The theory posits that Jesus’ de=t’; acted as a ransom

4)  Satisfaction theory is the idea that God’s just wrath d-. » eL satisfaction for the <
Fall and throughout generations. As we wera =inz ile .25 So ourseives, God paid
death satisfied the wrath of God, enz2" Ag + v ans w0 be reconciled with God.

5) Moral exemplar theory is thzi on& e T wull be found through Jesus by the follo
teachmgs by Christiz.a 4s wy Ty thls they will live a better life and distance the

6) ...pared the three main atonement theories and then argue

7)

8) Hisideas mamed together the occasionally juxtaposed ideas of the justice of God

9) The moral exemplar theory is different in that it leaves the responsibility for atone
rather than on the interjection of God.

10) It might be critiqued in that it relies too heavily upon human beings, who are fallib

standards necessary for atonement.
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5.2 Lomparison of Key Ideas: Barth and Hicks

1)

SuLse

8)

9)
10)

B! Fquality and Discrimination (Gender)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

6.2 Fguality and Discrimination

1)

2)

In Barth’s view of atonement, he posits more of an emphasis on the reunion offer
rather than on the atonement for sin. Barth posits a picture of Jesus as ‘represent
most importantly when drawing a comparison between the two scholars (Barth a
the full divinity and deity status of Jesus.

These are the words which are quoted by Jesus on the cross in the Gospel of Matt
intentionally said by Jesus in order to draw attention to the Ps: Jm and underline h
within it regarding salvation. .
In Barth’s view, Jesus was fully divine. :
Students could give any strength; forey ... i with biblical narrative.
Students could give any weaknr ) .,ﬂple if Jesus is not wholly divine, then
For Hick, salvation and 2.z otone ‘achieved via soul-making. This is the idea t
which hurgg@ be's - 1 :I scrive to emulate and be like. Unlike Barth, it is not of
MRS fwansformation of the self and of the soul to be more like Jes
lifetime ,.‘Mo‘@“ in the afterlife, where the soul will continue to evoive, if you will,
equivaience with Jesus.

Hick’s Christology is somewhat controversial within Christian thought. He posited
posit, God incarnate, but would rather be better described as a man who had a cl
relationship, therefore, was able to give prophecies and perform miracles.

This view is controversial as it challenges the deity of Christ, which in turn challeng
central tenets of Christianity.

Students could give any strength; for example, it appeals to an open idea of salvat
Students could give any weakness; for example, it renders the sacrifice of the cros
challenge the core ideas of Christianity.

The view that a shared set of value or culture for everyone is neither feasible nor
The idea that more than one religion may contain or reflect aspects of truth and p
This is the idea that only one religion can truly provide both truth and salvation
This is the maintenance of cultural identity within minority gr- ., when they areiin so
It presents a picture of Christianity as being the or 1 Ay « Twaich can offer salva
Rahner was an inclusivist, who put forward:n ic =2 ~nonymous Christians.
Anonymous Christians were indivic .« ¥ 5 w. +ilst not being Christians, did good
possible without God’s mfﬂ iran

rerore, such people could be considered to
knowledge

»,g ik H;..xfiit"ions, church governance, Scriptures, Worship styles, Cr
! movement is a worldwide movement amongst Christians of differ

G hilst witnessing their truth of the Gospel

Some Chrlsnans might oppose this on the grounds that their beliefs and theology

important to compromise.

Students could give any relevant reason, e.g. the history of gender segregation in
of the Bible.

The complementarian view of the relations between men and women and the rol
different and form different roles within life, as within a church context.

The egalitarian view argues that men and women are completely equal and there
which they function within society and within the Church

Students could give any relevant Bible verse, including Galatians 3:28.

Students could give any relevant Bible verse, including 1 Timothy 2:8-15.

The Catholic Church takes a complementarian view, c”_‘_j"s 6 fzhat men and wom
equal, and specifically stresses the dignity of wor «1i. '
This has become an issue within the choh oo Mfferent interpretations of Scr
verses which reference those 513 fj_ an the deacon in the New Testament
preach in the early Chinei ‘f_ (Lfore should be permitted to now. Others arg
Testamentgaoar’: 3'1 the authority of women over men.
1?9‘3 e aurce of tension between religious and secular culture becaus
women wcd“" become more equal with the place of men in society. Therefor
of womerrwithin Catholic or Christian thought as being oppressive or misogynistic
because of her gender.

The teaching of St Paul is important here because he specifically prohibits the aut
church context in 1 Timothy 2:12.

Students could give any relevant example, e.g. Elizabeth Lane (1966—present) who
female bishop. She is the Bishop of Stockport and was consecrated into the role in
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