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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource covers the A Level Year 2 Edexcel Religious Studies specification

for Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion, and includes the following content: Always check the exam board
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including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.
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6.3 Religion and science debates and their significance for philosophy of religion

The resource is split into five sections as follows:
1. A4 teacher information pages.

2. Three A3 revision posters, between them covering the eight subtopics. . These are labelled: to
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

3. Eight A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves, but
are also provided in a separate answer document (see section five). These are labelled with numbers inside

hite circles:
white circles =

Exam-style questions, modelled on those found in the AS / A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon:

4. Eight A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3 subtopic
activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have enough space for
teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

5. A4 answer sheets. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendly, Edexcel-style mark schemes are also
provided for the exam-style questions.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or to
revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and to
help the students engage with the information in a productive way.
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LI- Aristotle had ideas surrounding analogy. His theory was that
if two things share a common attribute, then what may be
true for one of the pair will be true for the other. They are

Y o = - — - N alike insofar as they share that common attribute. He gives :
! Analogy is the use of comparison I four criteria regarding analogy: :’egardless OLFc:‘ntEXt)' o
I between two dissimilar or similar I 1. The strength of an analogy is dependent on how similar angu§ge(gw e dF arses
: things towards the end of explaininga | the two things which are being compared are. meaning depending on context)
| )

Aquinas posits three ways of
talking about God — univocal
language (which means the same

t
I
I
|

- e mm

A group of Western
philosophers whao

separate concept. This is one of the 2. He argues that similarities within analogies can be found and analogous language. championed logical

methods used to explain belief in God. only in things which have the same properties. Furthermore, the term from 1924 to 1936
______________ - 3. Sound analogies will have a strong common attribution posits that th-> made members disbande(

denominator. and the maker mug =~ ¢ I World War Two. Th

. ~li ! ily i
4. Good arguments or analogies do not rely on assumed commor-litie. «  th. vecan thoughtls hea\.n.ly ”?'f
accer e dﬁut i maker A J Ayer’s verificatic

used have to first be translated into univocal language in order to have any meaning, and then converted into analogous
language. Another problem is that it can be unclear to what extent or in what way human love is analogous to God’s love.

knowledge regarding the common denominator. ;
,,,,,,,,,,,,, podc lingz h_nade.
i exemy Jjen'of looking at the
! — of an animal — it can tell
Ly Ak . ‘you a lot about the animal’s Statements whose &
Lok —ﬁ/,i\ (,, ’ health, but it does not mean the prove themselves |
‘—-\' : animal is just urine.
/Analogy of proportionality — An analogy \ ¥lane f"‘ﬂ (ﬁé ldea at J‘ e 1 : i
that uses the same word to describe two § oRectively |
di . : . — ,)6& 35 wutl goes beyond our W —
ifferent things but the word is used in a i ﬂé,d 1 ,
different sense (to a different ; ' A e tandmg of these words. 1 Analytic/Synthetic/Contingent
proportion), e.g. to say The » /fle cannot make positive assertions " " \ d'f}, A ! 4 :
good pet’ and ‘That girl is a “U1 about'God but are able to rpake | ‘ Ese are dirierent categories o <
uses the same word (g00d) | - | assertions about what God is not, and | statements which can he'P us to
as a human, is capable of bei \ we can gain knowledge from this. / \ unders'tand these dlscu55|.ons. .
a much higher extent. The san N e e e = - g Anatly‘tlc - staFemen;s WZICh { A
when we say ‘God loves us’ is like when - - \ \c,;:h?r:r;l::?:::\i:n evidence | E
‘Dave loves Jane’ but the nature of God’s Synthetic — statements which do |
\Iove is infinitelv higher. -/ Words which hqve. more than Words \.NhiCh only hclwebone \ not contain meaning and evidence 1 :E
one meaning. .mteanmgt] ;Ic.om only be within themselves but are related. ! ot
[merpreted I one war- Contingent — statements that could \\ i
\ be either true or false dependent
Strengths and Weaknesses of Aquinas: William Blackstone suggests that analogous language is not useful because the terms \ on the context.

SIS N W NN

However, analogous language is consistent with the view held by many Christians that God is mysterious, transcendent and \ ‘
partially beyond human understanding. It also allows descriptions of God that are not univocal and, therefore, limit God’s nature : -
or involve anthropomorphism (describing God in human terms). It allows positive statements about God, as well as easily ~ Longucge tha.t 1S specnflc. tod
conveying complex or new ideas. , particular topic, has particular
meaning within that context and
/ serves a unique function or purpos

o= mmmm
Su}nbo{ /—\/\ Weaknesses of symbols:

J ; Symbols can become trivialised and the original meaning ' (T T T
can be lost. Symbols may only make sense in certain | Fideism is the be ‘?f that

Physical symbols are a hugely important facet of communities or contexts. They may also be interpreted
religious life, practice and dialogue. They are used very differently across different contexts. Symbols could

l | faithisirda, at
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within religions to symbolise things of greater become the focus of worship, e.g. the relics of saints.
meaning. For example, for Christians the cross is Symbols could become outdated, e.g. myths. They nead ,/‘I
considered to have much more meaning than just a to be appropriate and modernised to make ser.. to

Roman execution method. The Star of David carries contemporarv audiences. _ N - Ludwig Witt
huge religious and cultural importance. =) - | P religion and
1 gy - words being
o 7 d 3 "j there will re
e / -t ways within |9
% ,L in playing ej
Philosopher Paul Tillich (1886—1965) |~i4 o ”vork"é’rqﬁe importance of symbols within religious language and the indicates th
importance of understanding hov, W e ,,d'hy of religion. He argues that language is symbolic in a specific way. the same 09
Tillich draws a distinction betwet asigr & .gn l’é"a practical necessity communicating basic information, but a symbol points to mean when
much deeper meaning; for examy. nicaté§ a deep nationalistic sentiment beyond simply pointing to a country. He also argues equipment. .
that symbols have life cycles — ergu Yict to change. He also asserts that symbols participate in the thing to which they point —the within philo Ed UCOtlon
flag of a country participates in the symbolises, for example. Tillich’s thoughts on symbolism are cognitive as it is reasonable to a suggested

enquire about the truth of these statements.

/ \

John Herman Randall argued that symbols are non- John Hick raises the issue with the idea that symbols participate in the |

Don Cupitt is &
matters more |
importance ani
Welsh philosog
context for Phi
of the game. It
context. The &)
demonstration

cognitive and non-representative because they are not deeper meaning they point to. He also argues that the symbol could
representative of a wider being, but rather a reality to the potentially be less meaningful depending on who is giving it — an atheist
person who is interpreting the symbol. who states that ‘God is King’ is not going to have the same impact as a
believer who states that same thing.

© ZigZag Education, 2019



to reason separate from religion. It saw huge shifts in the way in which science and philosophy were

The Enlightenment period is known for having been one of the most influential periods of history l
understood and introduced many conflicts as a result of new thought meeting religion. ’

( 1
Worka Oj Scholara 5 I regarding the development of thought. It was a time in which academia and politics experienced a shift |
I |
| |

This means literally ‘without God’ or ‘no
God'. It refers to the viewpoint held by
individuals that there is no God.

A viewpoint held by individuals whereby
they do not believe God does exist but do
not explicitly believe or particularly
acknowledge that God does not exist.

Westphal’s essay covers postmodern attitudes
towards religion such as deism and
scholasticism. It chronicles the attempts and

wishes of Kant and Hume to fiqd universal ,

religious principles in re. ' ;to Enlightenment
thinking and =~Yieic . «  afi.  !of the time. He
had three - i 4 «thin | ;.hinking:

1 f»mfe \port __and authority) of the use

L of b son

2. '}g’ran’c'é of religion, among those who i
A viewpoint held by individuals whereby B R “are religious and those who are not <
they have an explicit and fit.'m belief that Issues of Probability: There : o e 1 /,/ o T 3. Anticlericalism I b

God does not exist. evidence God does ¢ ' Moesnc  =¢ -
. ai b ,
- ' _ towanttomz. = 1 s A C e, g w—
The belief that there is no God, it is wrong to Ther "n = - Jcc ,J(‘?‘ - q L@Aore
believe that God does exist and those who MO RN e {
T S d = \
-
A lack or absence of religic - . . . Sociological Critique of Religious
Agnost ey Psv.ChoIoglcaI Critique of Religious Belief — Karl Marx (1818—1883) | strengths:
2 Bellef—Slgmund.Fre.ud (1856-1939) Marx was a German philosopher and . o I'=
whether God exists or not. Agnosticsrmight Fre.ud gavea prolectn.le (rathe.r t.han political theorist, but was most usepo?
be open to the possibility of belief but feel sociological) explanation of religion. famous as a communist revolutionary. I b
they have insufficient knowledge or insight. Freud argued religion was an eca:us
Y 9 9 P . God's ¢
t;!lt;zl\z‘rsahr:\j/eeill'?ftee:sssfglt(l)s;cal Marx interpreted religion to be I
. - T utilised by the ruling classes to
W w = s 5 s s s 5 ~ need to prOJeFt their fears, anx!etles dominate and oppress the masses. I Wfak;ﬁ:zs
{ Naturalism is the belief that true ~ \ and subconscious onto something Religion served this function because has 40
I knowledge can only be gained 1 grgater than thgmselves asaway FO it made the masses believe they could n .
| through examination of the world 1 re"";"e them. Itis a way to cope with find escape and freedom through the I Hnwe
| around us. It considers beliefs 1 feelmgs of helplessness, our inner afterlife offered by religion. This :very :
I based on supernatural knowledge 1 impulses, and fears of death. stopped the masses rising up against I * usts.e
1 to beincorrect as they cannot be 1 the ruling classes to try to bring about f;;tllu
I empirically verified. 1 greater equality and challenge the
I ! social order in this life. When Marx I * Russe
I Itinterprets religion as existing only ! fﬂlternulive was writing, workers did not have :Tﬁ“"
I inthe natural world — rather than ! . many rights and were often exploited I eg
I pointing to a higher or other realm ! 8xplmuuwm by factory owners and social elites. If
I - andis, therefore, a societal ! the workers had protested or gone on
I construct. It is likely to be ! i strike, this would have caused a loss . I
I concerned with how religion ! L S 1 e o . o e e e \ of money and power for the ru'=.» = |
I develops in different societies and : ( Materialism is the belief that only physical matter exists. I class. v { I
I what function or purpose it serves. I I |t interprets humans to be made up purely of material I ~ : o : Strengths: CO PY RI G HT
I This view is influential over ! I substances; for example, mental processes are thus the I Marx far .. Jc 2dre jc the = . on . i
1 sociological critiques of religion. ) I result of chemical changes in the brain. It denies the I ium  ‘the ma. _j’ﬁs means ' th;; hf P ROT ECT E D
AL - I existence of non-material things such as God or \ ioni. hat changes the every Si‘J
I supernatural activity. Therefore, religious beliefs ~: 71 v okofbelieversand pacifies I e Thecha
I purely the result of neurological and psv-' '~ o ' | she
I factors. This view is influential ov~ s Io'g'ir;a ‘ 1! Coplegl
[ e L # 3 T \ credent
critiques of religion. o - ] \ L
.. - e "z'___, . Logic dil |9
g - d f = - the expi
. I 4 S Sociological Critique of Religious Belief — Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) I e Whilee
_[ Slren.glm Oj belw; ; 9 ’, 5 A sociological critique of religious belief interprets religion to be a actually 09
. Presence of order 1199 e N\ sociological phenomenon; as existing and performing certain functions I favour ¢
. Presence of beauty in the " eaknesses : in society. Durkheim interpreted it to be a way to: Ed .
world - "r_éﬂc—o{'\or\ O‘f belwf e hold and bind societies together Weaknesses: U COt l O n
o Innate morality M.,-f"/l-]allucinations could explain it . preserve and enforce the social and moral order I . Both ag
. Religious experiences better . create general cohesiveness between individuals ° Both €o
) Inspiring good words by L] Existence of evil and suffering ° give meaning and purpose to life I can.be €
believers e  The world could be argued to be e  WhileQ
better explained by science This cohesiveness, unity and order are principally reinforced through I the e-xp(
o Prayers appear to not get answers society’s performance of religious rituals. In rituals, profane (ordinary) to thing
objects are imbued with sacred (divine) significance, such as the cross o As Russt
in Christianity. There is, however, no divine reality behind such objects, I . An expe
only the meanings of society which have been projected onto them.
© ZigZag Education, 2019 I
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Religious language f

Seeing or ;
See section 4 for mo

encountering loved

[ |
’ ones who are dead

Tnfluences of ‘Developments in ‘Religious Belief

A presence of a

bright white light, Nea
commonly at the end A sense of peace The ¢
of a tunnel (‘ indiv
i Immeortality of the Soul ! . or €8
i This is a philosophical idea that the soul is separate from the physical body. The soul is the . mpermoj to fig
i spiritual part of human beings. Plato is the individual whose ideas are most important here. ! Removal from the NDE the g
! He believed that the soul is separate. It is immortal, while the body is perishable. The soul : ’ body and «
i is pure while the body can be corrupted by disease. The soul is part of the world of forms, ackm?wledgement S !
! in which nothing changes, whereas the body is part of the world of change. He believed | of being dead BT
! also in reincarnation, that the life and death cycle is similar for the soul to the sleeping and ! ’ , 'v‘/"’ht ing love
! waking cycle for the body. : - ———— /- O
i We are able in our minds to conceive of abstract ideas ; , I View~oints fatoar. “ric'. Je _dth have viewpoints on this. For Plato, the
£ We have ideas of different realities that are not materially based i ‘¢ (soL = im . Jrieeard belongs to the world of forms while the body is
i3 We have a drive towards immaterial goals ' he Wu.,,‘rf/hange and mortal. This is duality, as they are different
4.  We are able to examine our known knowledge i ' f : : ‘tie _nade of different substances. For Aristotle, the presence of a soul
= We want to live forever i g md‘ﬁ’es the difference between a dead body and a living body. He was also a
i 6 We have idea and stories about souls that have been consistently present ! éﬂimn - . - @ - @ @
i 7.  Weshare an idea of moral law R /I*’i W S T T T———— w

e ~ ’“ =~y | Scientific Cosmologies ~0

‘Reincarnation
This is a belief within religions st
Vedas) have teachings on reincar induism, life is a continuous chain of

. 0 :
life and death known as palingene If is independent of the body and

changes form with each life cycle, wis=#1s known as transmigration of souls.

Cosmologies are theories about the
creation of the world. The most commonly
accepted theory about the origin of the
world in science is the Big Bang theory.
This is the theory that posits that the
universe began with a singular event from
which the matter within the world was
created and continues to expand in the
universe.

Creation themes

There are different accounts of
Some Christians believe in a literal
interpretation of the account of
creation in the Bible found in
Genesis 1-3. This belief is known as
creationism. There are two types of
creationists — Old Earth and Young
Earth. These Christians reject all
scientific theories which do not
support their creationist theories.
Not all Christians believe in a literal
interpretation, however, as many
accept evolution and believe that it
is part of God’s intelligent design of
the world. They argue that the
irreducibly complexity of the design
of the world is impossible to be the
result of chaos. Some Christians

The shashira is the body which can perish and is subject to change, whereas the
atman is the soul which is immutable. The next form taken of a life cycle is a
consequence of moral choices made by an individual, and this is known as karma.
Individuals seek to become moral in order to better their soul to eventually achieve
moksha, which is liberation from the never-ending life cycles.

The cosmological constant is the density of
energy within the universe.

An alternative scientific cosmology is the
steady state theory, which means that the
density of the matter of the world does

created. The same density of matter in the
universe will remain consistent.

Replica theory,
This is a thought experience posited by John Hick about the afterlife.
He argues we cannot conceive of an individual without a body.
Therefore, if there is an afterlife, there must be a body. To convey his

Evolution is a theory posited by Charles
Darwin that is the most commonly
accepted theory within scientific thought

idea of a replica of the afterlife, Hick uses three different scenarios
regarding the death of John Smith and replicas of this man appearing
with the same DNA, memories and everything the original John Smith

regarding the explanation of the
complexity of nature. It posits that species
underwent small genetic mutations which
adapted them to their environment-

who believe this might accept
evolution as being part of an
jintelligent design. Many Christians
jaccept the Big Bang theory as it

had. He poses the question in each scenario as to whether or not we
would accept this new replica man as being John Smith. Within the
vacuum of the thought experiment, this works logically. It fits well with

eventually breeding these in* % ¥ " posits the creation of the universe
fals o 5/n _as taking place within a singular

event, which fits with Genesis

COPYRIGHT

species. This is know” 3 i '
This is the viaw ch | spione v bi  jgi 4

' not change as it is continually being
L]

Hick’s theory of ‘soul-making’ regarding evil and suffering. By and n-.at. stRi ard " ho narratives. P ROT ECT E D

stipulating only one replica at a time Hick somewhat avoids the i nis he ,Jr/and no longer

potential issue of obvious dualism within identity which would have fhec Lty _2nce has given sufficient ’

resulted in a paradox. However, Vardy critiques this idea on the basis r { v jét o for the origin of the world. ]

of value — he argues that a copy of something is not as valuable as the : I

original. The new John would not have the same value as the old - /[ ,XJ — — 1 I

Davies stipulates that the argument does little to offer corr < "jz 1 ,/i L I B i —_— : 9
__________________________________________ \ : f‘ff""' S ‘Rebirth |

Rebirth is the notion that upon death, the namarupa (mind and body) is given
a new body and is born again, possibly in the world or another realm. It
emphasises the idea that no aspect of the previous being is transferred to the
new one. A common example used to explain this is the lighting of a candle
from another candle during which no substance travels from one to the other.
The end of the cycle of rebirth is known as nirvana. To obtain this, individuals
must understand the nature of ultimate reality. This involves fully
understanding the nature of dukkha (suffering), anicca (impermanence) and
anatta (no-soul) — the three marks of existence.

Q9
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‘Resurrection 5
This is the returning to life after fdeatﬁ. The best-known example
resurrection; the belief that the
Christianity, the different states

“Or not they are destined for heaven or hell.

of differing bodies depend on whether

These are termed ‘qualities’:

° Impassability — those resurrected are physically beyond the pain and
suffering experience of humans and unable to experience suffering.

° Glory/Brightness — to experience this requires a body; however, this is
described as manifesting in a variety of different ways.

° Powerful — the heavenly bodies of the resurrected are freed from the feeble
limits of earthly bodies.

There is a similar notion of karma within Buddhism but there is more emphasis
on the intention behind moral actions. The outcome of actions matter but the
intention or intended outcome is more important.

l v
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‘Religiows language @

1. What is an analogy?

finalogy and

3. Explain the terms
in the boxes

//
] ngbOL below.
:
1 r
i Which of the following is the idea that P B
| statements can only be made ab atw. 't | Analogy .
i God is not? \ 4 54 =
] a) Vianegat" @\ =
1 4 / - :
s
: h) .2 fositiv —
] Y o
1  ~ 1”[ __ivocal N
‘e a common attribute, then what is true for one will be true for the other. !
e :
OO OO OSSOSO ,
I
He stated that there are seven ways of talking about God. |
I
:
| eeeeeeeeeeee e se iR e bR be e Rl E e E £ E oS e L RS He iR R e iR bbb !
1 | -
I . . ope .
'He used the term ‘comparison’ which states that the made and the maker must have commonalities and that we can ascertain |
'things about the maker by looking at the made. i‘
| ceereree et e R e ek RS R R R et !
1 |
! 1
bt i ittt ittt it ettt et ettt st ettt ttataeataaeaeataaaeateaeseaeeeaeaeateaeaeateaaea it e aen e eaeae e eaea e eaeaeteaaea e e eaen e eaen e eaen et eaeneeeataenetaeaeaetteneaenttaettaetathenetattentrattttenttattenatataenenanans 1
! 1
1 |
1 |
DU P OO PO PO O TP O PO !
1 I
1 The example is given of looking at the faeces of an animal — it can tell you a lot about the animal’s health, but it does not :
1 . I
rmean the animal is just faeces. :
I
| caeesesussnesnesntssesassnisnsssessssasssesssssessssstssesssssesassstsseassstssesasssesassstsstsstssesassaestesassestsssestessesseassessasasssasassessasasssassnssnsasarsesarss M Bl cueeuersesanssessssnssnnsassanannnans !
1 L 1 1
/ 1
ey - e sl
{ A
" _Give three weaknesses of symbols.

e S e e R e s N e U

2)

3)
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3. Explain each word or

\ in the space provided

There are different a of

statements which can help us to 2 ail)

1. Briefly explain the idea of

g

B &l ;
understand these di<. ussi fs. 5 =
Y 0 - . . .
b g L S e _aents are statements which contain meaning and ev
- (m ” > -
S '~ Jemiselves.
[ 27 A= S
J> ¢ statements are statements which do not contain meaning

2N — | evidence within themselves but are related.

d statements are statements which could either be true or fa

depending on the context in which they are contained/said.

.........................................................

2. Write the correct multiple-choice answers in the gaps above.

Education

4. Explore key ideas of A J Ayer’s ideas regarding the I
idea of verification within debates surrounding the a  categories  sections languages
use of language. (8) o b synthe‘tic analytic ana?sthetic
________________________________________ ¢ analytic necessary  contingent

a8 T d contingent necessary  synthetic
| ! 5. Give at least three differert a1 « ;1. of the ideas of logical po
; ; WA COPYRIGHT
1 T B e e e F’— - - - e e e e e e e e = =
: : ’ ' J
: SN = PROTECTED
E E I -~ 4 i -l
i | g s 7
i A4 4 9
1 o 1
1 L i 1
)  dully ~ 1
i A Dt : Qg
: :
1 1
1 ]
1 ]
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

__________________________________________________




1. Which of the following philosophers is credited with 3. What is the religious response to Wittgenstein’s

first developing the theory of language games? language games? Why do you think this is?

T ' """""""""" \

I a) Aquinas : R |

' b) Dawkins : .

. C©) Wittgenstein ! o ) b

1 or1ye | iy P A i e

:\ d) Tillich ,' ,r/ S > |

X ¢ A > 7~
1) A" 4u
2. Fillin the gaps. Use the words iF I , ‘om..adnicate idioms important |  N_.
v j, - . oe
\ o k meanings familiar confused
prnerefore, the of words are important.

Within debates, peoble could be meaning completely different things.

One example of miscommunication is — one could state that
‘it’s raining cats and dogs’; however, someone not with that
< idiom would be very rather than understand that the
individual making that statement merely meant it was raining hard.

The words people use to ideas are as as the ideas
themselves, as the listener(s) might understand the words to mean
\different things to the individual with whom they are conversing.

4. Explore key ideas about Wittgenstein’s theory of language :
games, using an analogy to describe your answer. (8) <= = AN - - —J'— -
: ' e the o, « .dor or name R
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ f’toj . {:ﬂ a - the ‘Jt"ext. Also f >A_ CO PY RI G HT
, ~ _Jn the gaps. i inter PROTECTED
f* : i 3 1
A\\" Al O e
o S~ i Dawkins i > For¢ |
& 4 e . ! 3
; .»""""’ --------------------------------- : W|II '
¥~ !
RIS X diffe 09
s 1
O Accepted . diff Education
E = Lang
................................. !
O Language E -
................................. L g
1
. phile
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‘Worka of Scholara @

2. Give three weaknesses of religious belief. 6. In the box to the

in the definition
key terms in the
below each term

1.  Give three strengths of religious belief. e

3. In the space below, g3 XSg@¥let points, give three
details of the key ideasin Westphal’s essay, as indicated
in each box.

Note: you will need to do further research, use a
textbook or use your class notes.

Deism v Morality and Religion Vo Aims of Immanuel Kant

COPYRIGHT

® b
g 5&4 f PROTECTED

i i
4. Along the line to the right, and i) lllusion

below, fill in the definitions of — ‘ :
the words and terms in the a4 ﬂ B
B - J
missing boxes. =1 4 T
") Ad) ‘ g
il Qg
2 5. Which of the following scholars famously posi

Education

the Sociological Critique of Religious Belief?

________________

: a) Marx
A— 1 b) Durkheim

c¢) Russell




‘Worka of Scholara @

2. Briefl lain the key id f Frederick Coplest
1. Briefly explain the key ideas of Bertrand Russell, including who he e il e e
: including who he was and from what angle he w
was and from what angle he was arguing. :
_____________________________________________________________________ Ny
ll \|
! | ~14 A o
i ! wd
3. Below, bullet-point the arguments
made by Copleston an4 Russe!

0\ ‘ COPYRIGHT

: ( ‘ /5 5 5. Below, write tF
& Russell and Co PROTECTED
sB@ 0 5 reached with e
— T e in one sentenc
"':,, e conclusion: |
ST — 1 9
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Influences of ‘Developments in Religious Belief °

1. Fill in below the seven ideas of Plato regarding the immortality of 5. Explore the key ideas of the theory of Rebirth.
the soul. ) .
II/ a) \\‘I E 1
. b) i i T |
! c) | : "o \ .
: ! = 4 =
| d) ; : ; 5 4 4
: e) f :
| Py ' 2
i f) :fM 7 3 e :
e AT A N
| g) 4 ’j o B ) \
e \9 —— ik _: ,;’"’{{ __________________ o e cesscensresEsEaneEaresetsatesreaesEnesnendl
o A- e
2. Which of the fo iducdu Pihe theory about change separate bo
life after death pceveed by John Hick? forms immortality  sol
AN y sleepin subject
i A. Rebirth l ping /
: . . | i
+ B. Reincarnation ! . .
i C. Replica theor : 6. Using the words in t
g - neplieatheory : fill in the gaps in the
____________________________________________ |
| The idea that the soul is
3. Inthe three boxes below, fill in the three different parts of John Hick’s replica L ) o
theory regarding John Smith. . an important philosophical idea
ittt < £ttt S e g discussion of of the !
1 a) Vi b) i !' <) “: the soul was separate from the
[
! 0 N ' "7 2 soul is part of the world of,
i i ! | :r - A w ch changes. The b
i i ! i | - \ ) ‘J world of , Whichis
! i :: i | s (7 E change. Nothing could harm th
: e /' b, il 7 *’{i_ b ‘J__:»:’_{__ﬂ ________ w the body could be harmed.
A > ,f_ il ",/ ot mmemmmmsm oo I_
5 According to Platc
Ly A N Sttt ~ | immutable and g¢
- I ! :
4. In the first box, i | B) i L a
- ol ro
define > L ' | Itis likened to the
‘resurrection’; in ! | Lo
! i
the second, write - m Lo and______wi
I '
down the ‘qualities’ | | N ' 1 by the body. In thi
c ! el L
ohfas Wit | a ! | reincarnation is
Christian thought. ! o i ’
N e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e I
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Tnfluences of ‘Developments in Religious Belief @ 3
1.  Which of the following terms refers to the belief that .
the mind and body are separate entities? body commonalities  loved ones
s { experiences peace afterlife tunnel 3
, i
' a) Dualism 4
' b) Monism i 4. Use the word- "~ ' 'box
' ¢) Materialism : above’ . "1 _de. ‘acesin 3
'\\ 4 t #uo to e _ightindicated
L * Jarrow.
\ (e A
. . . ,,j’ r{ - ; . ;
2. Explore the key ideas of Plato and Aristotle reqg- it [ S In the space below, define a near- ——
the mind and the body. (8) N_A” A2 4 o death experience. 6. Int
o Y - o= \\- N bel
gaf
: crit
use
exp
________________________________________ ‘ arg
reli
spii
One critique of near-death experiel
. for or spiritual belief is t
: L the brain ¢
| means that accounts cannot be cor
3. Fill in the table with the | - , but the
definition of each of theideas | *~——"
about mind and body. S
Al change as a resuli
.. ‘obeconsidered to be trutl
= [ A =R |
Dualism / ---------------------------------------------------
s : =4 Knowledge of of Ni
i /,i— = . well known that the coult
g ([ - N | then this could have an impact oh
Substance R & > 5 X ~ ,
Dualism 9 ) y . experienced —e.g. the”_____ at the
L - . phenomenon is so well known that
S < more people and then
Monism fr ool
. Some attempts to re-create the eff
experience by giving a
| within the brain has had results
Materialism could be the cause as they garnere
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Influences of Developments in Religious Belief @

order to critique the exZg

________________________________________________________________

-

1.  Which of the following is a 2. Who challenges Darwin’s ideas
literalist interpretation of Genesis using irreducible complexity?
o S k
A) Creationism A) Richard Dawkins
' B) Intelligent design i B) John Polkinghorne
! C) Evolution i C) Michael Behe ~
i X v
"""""""""""""""" ' e~ T8 O\ (e o ot
W ad\ "
3. Give an example of a miracle. Then us- 1 A ,,a ﬁl"' cholars in

6. Fill in the boxes with th
views of the scholars ot
definitions of miracles.

n >w some Christians migh
¢ 3ang theory as a cosmology.

o L

e

4.

this leads ta t 2id {o
Explain the scientific method of gathering T .
information. 2\ ¢ E
o i e et bttt - “f & 4 ml)
4 .,../ "‘rw I‘.)_/f -
&/ ]
i 1 :

fi

- 4

5. Explain the idea of i~ 1 Il : ‘ﬁ‘ple“aty, and how

f;’,jzerff design.

-

-
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Religious language: fAnalegy and Symbol

J

' /f/ ””””””””

Analogy is the use of comparison 1 Arigglns ideuys’ﬁrrounding analogy. His theory was that if two thin

between two dissimilar or similar ! ;¢\ =- iGnmon attribute, then what may be true for one of the pair w

_te for the other. They are alike insofar as they share that common

attribute. He gives four criteria regarding analogy:

1. The strength of an analogy is dependent on how similar the two th
which are being compared are.

2. He argues that similarities within analogies can be found only in thi
which have the same properties.

3. Sound analogies will have a strong common denominator.

4. Good arguments or analogies do not rely on assumed knowledge

regarding the common denominator.

o ——————

=

[Analogy of proportionality — An
analogy that uses the same word to
describe two different things but the
word is used in a different sense (to a
different proportion), e.g. to say ‘That
dog is a good pet” and ‘That girl is a
good person’ uses the same word
(good) but the girl, as a human, is
capable of being good to a much higher
extent. The same applies when we say
‘God loves us'’ is like when ‘Dave loves
Jane’ but the nature of God’s love is
infinitely higher.

Aquinas posits three ways of
talking about God — univocal
language (which means the same
regardless of context), equivoca!
language (which changes '
meaning depending on context
and analogous language.

T Furthermore, the term
\ s - - Words which have more attribution posits that the mad
> than one meaning. and the maker must have

commonalities and that we can
ascertain things about the maker

Via negat\a#®crie idea that we

1 A\

| cannot use human language to : ...

! effectively describe God as God. goes ! Words which only have ex_ample is given of Igokmg at the

,  beyond our human understandingof one meaning — can only be urine (I)fanbanlmf‘l = |t.can|tell CO PY RIGHT

I these words. We cannot make ! interpreted in one way. you a lot about the animal’s

: positive assertions about God, but : P Y health, but it does not mean th PROTECTED

I are able to make assertions about : ;| animalis just urine.

: what God is not, and we can gain 1 v !

v knowledge from this / 14 o

\ g | 4 7 7 ) |9
- . @ v i o
o .
» y ’L : 3 l 09
Strengths and Weaknesses of Aquinas: William SRS ) LesTs that analogous language is not useful because the
terms used have to first be translated iy f,. 1 1I-,g ~age in order to have any meaning, and then converted into Educotion
o . .

analogous language. Another 0y = s 1at an be unclear to what extent or in what way human love is analogous to
God’s love. How g log. 1w _ge’1s consistent with the view held by many Christians that God is mysterious,
transcendent a bey sl human understanding. It also allows descriptions of God that are not univocal and,
therefore, limit ¢ re or involve anthropomorphism (describing God in human terms). It allows positive
statements about 894, as well as easily conveying complex or new ideas.




Religious 1anguage: Verification and Fg

Vol
/ e /j o \,
A J Ayer posited that there are tw- SEvr ie.ule statements:

those which have strong® + & un 3 wiBse that have weak
verification. Sig ate :
statements ret :.ype proved. There are issues — empirical
i oS § i i
evidence can ¢ duco{\oc‘ sted as humans are flawed. With the exception
of tautologi N ,dlr/npossible to make any statement of meaning.
Religious statements by either criteria have no meaning, whether
proposing or denying God’s existence. It would render the entire

discipline of philosophy completely and utterly meaningless.

~ *  seen proved in experience. Weak

_ 4

Criticisms of logical positivism: criticisms of this idea include I
the fact that it renders itself meaningless as a statement. It |
also views science as the only way to garner truth. I
Brummer argues that comparing religious and scientific :

communicated by statements which would be con<i ¢ B
meaningless within logical positivism, i.e. COX e fd.

I
|
I
I statements is not possible. Also, meaning can be il
I
|

anti-realist believes that statements

have truth when they make sense within 1
a ‘life form’ such as a specific religion. A :
realist believes that a statement is true if 1
the sentiment it is trying to convey is :
true or believed to be true. 1

N
.
1
|
|
I
1
I

! Logical positiv
1 that knowledge
: (a posteriori). | & o

(1]

=

=

=

(1]

3
o

i

o

=
<
©

s

o

<

®

£

-
—

A group of Western European
philosophers who
championed logical positivism
from 1924 to 1936, when
members disbanded due to
World War Two. Their
thoughts heavily influenced

A J Ayer’s verification ideas.

The Vienna
Circle

e Tautologies

statements whose definitions
prove themselves (a priori)

Eschatological verification is the idea that certain ideas
as the existence of the afterlife, will be verified followir
death. John Hick argued that this was true of Christianii
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7

Y & a1 i -
Debates involve words; th .+ 4t .M ':;rmfrﬁ(nications can happen. An
example ofg N Cani ) .dioms — one could state that ‘it’s raining
cats and 1‘1‘;9 SOl ;.;ne"nc)t familiar with that idiom would be very
confused #CY n understand that the individual making that statement
merely mekwﬁls raining hard. The words people use to communicate
ideas are as important as the ideas themselves, as the listener(s) might
understand the words to mean different things to the individual with whom
they are conversing. Cognitive ideas are ones which express propositions
and, therefore, can be said to be either true or false, and non-cognitive
statements are ones which cannot be said to be true or false.

i g ’/i »

_____ Y x4 N %
Fideis ., ~ x »e. " AaC \
T :pe.vcféntfrom

Don Cupitt is another philosopher who had similar ideas to Wittgenstein. He argued tha' t
matters less whether or not God exists. Instead it matters more how ideas of © -~ 4
communicated. How a religious community discuss God among themse’ .~ fdy i _others is of
more importance and interest to Cupitt. D Z Phillips disagrees v "*h :im "o 2voe/stipulating
that Cupitt doesn’t understand Wittgenstein. He was -~ "V sh | « pher who was focused on
the use of terms. He argues that religious lan~v. s d. AN " rufes of each language game. The
context for Phillips is key. Religious I=n - 3 ”:, e AW does not require justification to non-

believers because thev are ou”~ic .t “€o iext of the game. It has meaning only to those who
use it in the corg 1\5 bnu. ¢ . s.odeligious language only has meaning within the religious
09'\0“

context. The ex n‘sewsfhé phrase ‘God is Love’ — it is not (in the view of Phillips) a
description of a @ucd‘ it God, but rather a demonstration from the religious community of
the way the term is'tended to be used within that context.
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Westphal’s essay covers postmodern attitudes
towards religion such as deism and a5 4
scholasticism. It chronicles the att # ) 1"
wishes of Kant and lea pUar | <
religious princi "
thinking and re! o9 on fllct’s of the time. He

1. Theimportance (and authority) of the use
of human reason

2. Tolerance of religion, among those who
are religious and those who are not

3. Anticlericalism

This means literally ‘without God’ or

‘0

I
1
I
I
I
\

~histo

hr 'ugn’tenment period is known for having been one of the most

ory regarding the development of thought. It was a time in whick

politics experienced a shift to reason separate from religion. It saw A
in which science and philosophy were understood and introduced m

result of new thought meeting religion.

Context: fitheism and flgnosticism. |

Issues of Probability: There is not sufficient
evidence God does exist — he does not seem
to want to make himself known to people.
Therefore, it could be argued to be more

Psychological
Sigmund Freu
Freud gave a p
sociological) &
argued religior
existed becaus

probable that he doesn’t exist.

psychologica
anxieties anc

‘no God'. It refers to the viewpoint
held by individuals that there is no
God.

A viewpoint held by individie ;" -
whereby they de, R
does exist | ' et 'c..‘,y
believe or pa: 9\0“ ;ckl’fowledge

that GocXEag®ht exist.
Strong atheism
A viewpoint held by individuals

whereby they have an explicit and
firm belief that God does not exist.
| Anfitheism |
The belief that there is no God, it is
wrong to believe that God does exist
and those who do should be
corrected.

A lack or absence of religious belief.

The belief that it g
know wheth g i o
Agnostics n 1109 oen’"ro the
possibility of be &d‘l‘dﬂ eel they have
insufficient know'redge or insight.

e

gt
e

4

i\

X
\

- ————

/
Naturalism is the belief that
true knowledge can only be
gained through examination

of the world around us. It
considers beliefs based on
supernatural knowledge to be
incorrect as they cannot be
empirically verified.

It interprets religion as
existing only in the na+ Blir
world —rather ttn ¢ |nt'r
toa hizk - ‘rean
sl 5, el hle, a’societal
€075 et Itis likely to be
ojcerned with how religion
develops in different societies
and what function or purpose
it serves. This view is
influential over sociological
critiques of religion.

~
N

- ————— -

4
o

~—
) N_____—"| withfeelings¢

f something gre
way to relieve

impulses, and

/ Materialism is the belief that only ph

interprets humans to be made up pti
for example, mental processes are th
changes in the brain. It denies the exi
such as God or supernatural activity. |
are purely the result of neurological §
view is influential over psychological (

B -

Sociological Critique of Religious Belie

1917)

A sociological critique of religious bel

_ociological phenomenon; as existing

functions in society. Durkheim interpre
1. hold and bind societies together
2. preserve and enforce the social &
3. create general cohesiveness bety
4. give meaning and purpose to life

o]

This cohesiveness, unity and order arg
through society’s performance of relig
(ordinary) objects are imbued with sac
as the cross in Christianity. There is, ha
behind such objects, only the meaning:
projected onto them.
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humans, for {ducdu W, are contingent, which means
they are dependﬁr’t on their parents for causing their
existence. The world is argued to be the same. The
idea is that a contingent being must be preceded by a
necessary being and this is established to be God;
therefore, in this way the argument for the existence of
God is put forward by the argument from contingency,
and this is the form of contingency argument that is

Strengths:

. Copleston indicates that he has used this form of £
his argument from contingent to necessary being
seems to me a brief and clear formulation of what

Weaknesses:

. Russell stipulates that there is a clear issue of the &
cause, that does not necessarily mean that all thin
extension here; a physicist looks for causes; that d

. Russell: ‘The difficulty of this argument is that | do
meaning in calling other beings “contingent”. These

. Russell: ‘I can illustrate what seems to me your falla
therefore the human race must have a mother, but

Qut forward within the debate to be discussed. /

A religious expe
is believed to co

Frederick Copleston ]

. o 5 Strengths:
Frederick Copleston was l TR R A .h
a Jesuit priesFt) and ( "’- "' b . One strength of the argument, as posited by Coplé
_awrand Ruasell there has been a wealth of individuals who have ¢

convert to Catholic
He was also a respe
academic and authoi\Zd
A History of Philosophy.

> % every single person who has come forward with th
. The change and effect which can be observed with
Copleston to be a strength of the argument. He be

Bertrand Russell was a highly

As a priest, he was a respected academic credence and element of truth to the reality that
; b ; philosopher, author of ‘Why | . Logic dictates that if a religious experience is truly
ZZ?:E;T,:S\A;I:Q;?”?Z,, Am Not A Christian’. He was an the experience (God). COPYRIGHT
the existence of God. agnostic, with atheistic e While conceding that a change does not evidence PROTECTED
leaning, meaning tat within actually be proved that the belief was actually resf
this debate he argued against favour.~i. me truth, at any rate of the positive pa
the existence of God. - 5/ A
il )is ig

\ 2 /Both agree that the argument from religious exper
. 4\ / o T e Both Coplest.on and Russell agr.ee that the argume
_____________________ R { LD can be explained by psychological factors such as t
o {43,;BC ﬁ/ > . While Copleston argues that there is evidence for t
adlo‘ the experiencer, both Copleston and Russell agreé

A ./ébate on the Belief to things which are objectively untrue (e.g. the st
. As Russell states, ‘The fact that a belief has a goo
. An experience does not necessarily point to God

(4
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Qﬂajler Death

‘Immeortality, of the Soul _ AN

This is a philosophical idea that the so' '« = rat"‘. .« the physical body. The soul is the spiritual part of
human beings. Plato is the indiv':! A Js ~ ,eas'are most important here. He believed that the soul is
separate. It is imz wh ¢ Fo s perlshable The soul is pure while the body can be corrupted by
disease. The sc 1’99 of t. 2 world of forms, in which nothing changes, whereas the body is part of the
world of change Seao” ved also in reincarnation, that the life and death cycle is similar for the soul to the
sleeping and war\ eycle for the body.

. We are able in our minds to conceive of abstract ideas

. We have ideas of different realities that are not materially based

. We have a drive towards immaterial goals

. We are able to examine our known knowledge

. We want to live forever

. We have idea and stories about souls that have been consistently present throughout time

. We share an idea of moral law

Reincarnation

This is a belief within religions such as Hinduism t* . 1 ftu
of which (known as the Vedas) have teack’ 1 4n fe n .\.ff’()n
Within Hinduism, life is a contintic A o nAd death
known as palingenezaa The 5 ' sk, naependent of the
body and chan witiis o mé/cycle which is known as
transmigration

The shashira is the body which can perish and is subject to
change, whereas the atman is the soul which is immutable. The
next form taken of a life cycle is a consequence of moral
choices made by an individual, and this is known as karma.
Individuals seek to become moral in order to better their soul
to eventually achieve moksha, which is liberation from the
never-ending life cycles.

‘Resurrection L g
This is the returning to life after the o7 * ”: of /:t,,,itl‘l'. The best-known example is Jesus Christ in the Christian faith. This is
resurrection; the belief that the | %< ~6¢ __wiilbe resurrected by God. Within Christianity, the different states of differing
ot = _sscned for heaven or hell. These are termed ‘qualities’:

se 1 sarrected are physically beyond the pain and suffering experience of humans and unable to exp

o Impassat! o9

suffering. \RRES)
° Glory/Brigh®ess — _to experience this requires a body; however, this is described as manifesting in a variety of different
. Powerful — the heavenly bodies of the resurrected are freed from the feeble limits of earthly bodies.
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Influences of Developments in Religious Belief: Points for discussion about life after death

Viewpoints: Plato and Aristotle both have viewpoints on this. For Plato, the psyche
(soul) is immortal and belongs to the world of forms while the body is part of the
world of change and mortal. This is duality, as they are different entities made of
different substances. For Aristotle, the presence of a soul makes the difference
between a dead body and a living body. He was also a dualist.

i S S G P i i S S i i i P S i s e

‘Near-death Experiences:
The experience of a large number of

individuals who have experienced death
or come very close to dying. They claim
to have experienced something beyond
the grave and testify to this fact.

Kenneth Ring, American Psychology professor and among the founders of
the International Association for Near-Death Studies, posits that there is a
general pattern of five ‘continuums’ among the experiences of those who
have NDEs. These are:

. The feeling of peace

. The feeling of separation of the spirit from the body

. The feeling of entering darkness

. The seeing of a light

. Entering the light

. Barry Beyerstein argues that life after life
is a flawed reading of psychology.

. James Alcock criticises Moody, stating
that he ‘appears to ignore a great deal of
scientific literature dealing with
hallucinating experiences in general’.

. The evidence is entirely anecdotal.

. Physical causes could be the reason, e.g.
a lowering of oxygen in the brain can
cause hallucinations.

-

I’ The philosophical debate regarding the relationship between mind and body is an issue \,
1 rich in complexities. The issue boils down to the argument between whether or not our !
: mind and body are one entity and whether or not they are separate entities. There are a :
1 variety of important terms concerned with this topic. The main two include dualismand !
;  monism, with variations on the two ideas including ideas such as substance dualism and :
I materialism. This poses a philosophical question regarding the self — are the mind and !
" the body separate? And how does this impact upon concepts of the self? ,I

The dualist view holds that human beings as an entity are a combination of two

Duali . . .
ualism different aspects — that mind and body are separate facets of humanity.

The substance dualist view holds that human beings as an entity are made of a

n L - . B
Subst.a ce combination of two substances, positing that mind and body are different
Dualism
substances.
. The monist view holds that human beings as an entity are not made up of - -
Monism . 5 i/
different aspects, but rather one. T8 s
- i
The materialist view holds that human beings as an entit-a > v de i wid
Materialism . is aiscussing

substance which is the same regardless of whetkar 1
mind and body. S
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Seeing or
encountering loved

ones who are dead
A presence of a

bright white light,
commonly at the end
of a tunnel e

A sense of peace
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