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This resource covers the AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel Religious Studies

Teacher’s Introduction

specification for Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion, and includes the following Always check the exam board
content: website for new information,
including changes to the
1 Philosophical Issues and Questions specification and sample
1.1 Design Argument assessment material.
1.2 Cosmological Argument
1.3 Ontological Argument
2  The Nature of Religious Experience
2.1 The Nature of Religious Experience
2.2 Influence of Religious Experience as an Argument for the Existence of God
3  Problems of Evil and Suffering

3.1 Problems of Evil and Suffering
3.2 Theodicies and Solutions to the Problem of Suffering

The resource is split into five sections as follows:

1.
2.

A4 teacher information pages.

Three A3 revision posters, between them covering the seven subtopics. These are labelled: n to
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Seven A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves,
but are also provided in a separate answer document (see section 5). These are labelled with numbers inside

white circles: @

Exam-style questions, modelled on those found in the AS / A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: <=l

Seven A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3 subtopic
activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have enough space
for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

A4 answer sheets. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendly, Edexcel-style mark schemes are also
provided for the exam-style questions.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
to revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.
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‘Philoaophical Tasues and Questions N | Defsmis the beliefthat A chain of cause
— : God exists in the role of | and effect that
I anuncaused cause, and 1 continues forever.
Recsoni'ng based on : was the being who :
experience of the 1 created the world. I
e ™~ empirical world. ‘
The design argument uses >~ T TTTTTT=====
inductive reasoning. Inductive
reasoning is a form of proof or \ A more recent proponent of the Kalam cosmological

The design argument is based on the
following inductive premises reasoning:

conclusion based on previous
experience. It is reasoning

argument. He writes that:
Since everythinc ?at begins to exist has a cause of its

KI'he design and cosmological \

based on premises which do e Premise 1: Man-made things in the ar ts are a posteriofi existenc~ .| e the universe began to exist, we

not necessarily prove the world have been created by a designer begc:Tseenthe (:el pc())n leoelrience ~ONCiiGe e :fe, the universe has a cause of its

conclysion. One can accept the with a particular purpose in mind, e.g. of the worldyandy erce 2ion an f‘ 3 ?Trai 2nding the entire universe there exists @

premises as true without h and hmak d . ) P pt { ca  ichhas ﬁought the universe into being (Quoted
. : a watch and a watchmaker, a toy and a interpretation of the design f : . / . .

having to agree with the factory worker. Grath, A E, Christian Theology: An Introduction

within it. Thismr.. st vhay 'n ,
e Premise 2: The world looks as though empirice! - basew 4

e
it has been designed for a particular - id . : . N .
& . P i fé ity b £ He also argued that there is no scientific explanation that

purpose because it works so well and

h intricat | i - _Q o ci/‘ #2NSES. j can provide a sufficient explanation for the cause of the
as many Intricate, complex parts. 5 f e g universe, such as why the Big Bang happened. Therefore,
) the cause of the universe must be God.

conclusion. This is the opposite
of deductive reasoning,
whereby if you accept the
premises (which obviously you
don’t have to), then the
conclusion is necessarily true. * In conclusion, the world mus*' =
. / had a designer. Thisde == 4 ° ak /
have been Go ' The  f = 4&.

“1Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2007), p. 190.)

Something which can create
a chain of cause and
effect, without being

caused itself. The idea is

rooted in the thought of

Aristotle and is commonly
thought to be God.

Paley puts forward his version of the
design argument in response to Hume’s
criticism of Aquinas’ argument. He draws
an analogy using a watch. Both the watch
and the world show purpose and design,
which would not occur accidentally. The
watch has been designed to work
towards an end and needs a designer. In
the same way, Paley argues that the
world all works together towards the end Immanuel Kant rejects

of existence of humans and, therefore, I the cosmological

Aquinas’ fifth way is a form of the design
argument in which he argues that
everything, seems to work towards an
‘end’. Because these objects cannot
achieve this ‘best result’ by themselves,
they must be guided to it by an
intelligent being, just as ‘the arrow is
directed by the archer’. This order in the
world cannot be self-explanatory —
something that ‘lacks intelligence’ cannot
act ‘with... intelligence’. Therefore, the
explanation for this working towards a

Hume’'s critique of the cosm
argument has four key point

L needs a designer. argument and the

¢ L ! W, design argument. He 1. Rejects necessary existe

partlct;:far er must bl‘le explalﬂg(:‘ by argues that: 2. We cannot assume emp

some.t ing else contr_o.mg |t.w ic d.oes 1. Aquinas argument that everything has a ¢a
have intelligence. This intelligent being Lo f

i from motion is 3. The world by this theor:

is, of course, God. . o :

Y Tennant offers a different form flawed as it is not be necessary, not neec
ol of the design argument. He universal 4. Just because parts of th

argues that there is a huge
amount of beauty in the world

appear caused, it does
the whole world is.

-

2. Infinite regress is
not necessarily

: and much of it is not necessary - NG
- . . . . h illogical.
Swinburne argues that, given the evidence of order in the world, for life. Tennant believes the 3. It might point * :a
it is more probable that God exists than that he does not exist. reason for this beauty cannot : j ' ‘P i |
This is a cumulative argument — the evidence accumulates, be explained by science. caus i | — —

~u. v e -~

making it more likely that something is true. He concedes the

universe could be a brute fact or be explained by science, but he oy - St / - CO PY RI G HT
suggests the existence of God is a better explanation. His seven b =7 0 i ) ’ Alvin Pls

cumulative facts are: (1) The very existence of the universe (2) 2 ; — moded P ROT ECT E D
The order in the universe (3) The existence of consciousness (4) Hume’'s critique of ’/ — — 1

Human opportunities to do good (5) The pattern of history (6) Aquinas’ Fifth Was:' s f*l 1 / - e Essence | ) wh

Miracles (7) Religious experience. main poir - 7 /J oy Descarios uses ‘cssance’ 1o moon e

Swinburne also puts forward the ideas of co-presence and 1 a2 airacy ‘ / something fundamental to what 2. An

regulation of succession. The watch is made up of many smaller P xanal ooy - something is, e.q. three andles are

part of the essence of a triangle.

. 3 ig
Qg
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o

parts which are all placed specifically within the mechanics of iy ‘"/L *’ﬁ w’juse, not

the watch (co-presence) and work in such a way that in a b - Mg/gnef /

succession of movements these parts enr 5 4. “Based on part, not

function (regulations of succession) whole

argues that the world is made up ¢ 5. Could pointto a

work together to create a functionc designer, but tells us
nothing about him or
her or it

6. Anthropomorphism

bei

~

Gaunilo: Applies Anselm’s logic to

| other things in order to highlight what

he viewed as the flaws.

Immanuel Kant: Rejects the
argument as it treats existence as a
predicate. Knowing something exists

J'S Mill: Points to suffering and evil in

: ‘ \ tells us nothing about the thing.
the world as a problem with the \‘\\‘\f“('\“*j,f [ Non-existence of God is also
theory t.hat Qod F:reated good de5|gn. “_\_:\\4 conceivable.
Darwin: posits his theory of evolution ) Bertrand Russell: Argues that things
as a viable alternative to how life e / should only be described as existing -
appears in such a complicated state, if we can see they exist in the world.

rather than design.

Dawkins: proponent of evolution;
argues that there is no God. Because
of flaws in the world, if there is a
watchmaker, he must be blind.

\

David Hume: Argues that the notion
of necessity has no meaning. And if
it did, why just God? Other things
could also be considered necessary,
he argues.

The idea of a being
which is independent and
exists in and of itself,
being self-causing.




The Nature and ‘Influence of Religious Experience

-

William James was a nineteenth- Rudolph Otto was a Christian Protestant
century theologian who was specifically theologian who examined the nature of
interested in the religious experience. religious experience. He developed the
He developed the following terms: following terms:

Mysterium: the mystery of religious

Ineffability: the nature of religious
experience which is beyond human
words

experience
Tremendum: sense of awe at religious
experiences

Fascians: fascination with the divine

Noetic quality: being beyond the
knowledge of normality \

Transiency: the short-lived nature of a
religious experience (but it may

nonetheless effect great change in the Religious experience "

person having it). A religious experie

G&Iigious experiences are also \ I

considered by some to arise
purely from social, rather than

religious, factors; for example, I
group hysteria during religious

worship. Others might point I

towards the fact that they take | Inductid

the form of religions they are I Drawing a ¢

already familiar with through their based on @

societal upbringing. number of pd
experiel

oo

Religious experie
argument for Gac
existence is an ind
and cumulative

isanexrer = J(
Passivity: a religious experience as being sor. Ul i

- IWAL §

sourced from outside the individual and
having an impact on them. . ; g = o j

religious experiences.

Vardy argues that people’s
presuppositions regarding religion will
affect how they interpret events. If
they believe in God, they are more

Freud offered a psychological / B
explanation of the phenomenon of

He called religion a neurosis in the
sense that it is a form of mental illness
or derangement. Religion and God are,
therefore, a creation of the human
mind, rather than objectively true;
they are hallucinations.

ﬂohn Hick became a Christian follo
claimed to be a strong religious exp
These ideas began with his first we
Knowledge. He argued that Christi

Dl

likely to accept an experience as being
religious. This raises the issue of
whether these experiences are
subjective or objective.

Propositional and non-propositional
revelation: propositional revelation
reveals a truth about God, whereas non-

mDrrm

by non-propositional revelation; h
individuals experiencing the world
Kexperiencing the religious.

/ l understood not by propositional r

-

propositional revelation does not
necessarily entail facts being revealed,

but rather God making himself known. categories:

to Christianity and the giving of the Qur’an to

Religious experiences can be divided into two different

. Direct religious experience (contact with God / an
ultimate reality); for example, the conversion of Paul

Dawkins argues that the ‘symptoms’ of religiou
experience and psychosis are incredibly similar
leading him to believe that this is an explanatic
for this phenomenon which does not lead to an
argumr_at for the existence of God. He argue
) se experiencing a religious experience

Muhammad. v W sad suffering from a form of psychosis
There is not one definition, but . Indirect religious experience (an internal sense of 4{{:1 ur _mmonly found on psychiatric wards.
many, which all sit under the something other than this world); for example, the
wider umbrella term ‘religious many mystical experiences of St Teresa nf A" 1in
experience’. These could which she felt God’s presence.
include any of the types of \ _ o,
religious experience below. - J’ ] _“' —
A O Y o ew— R
5 5 - / et Dr Michael Persinger is a well-respected
Corporate religious -4 j / Canadian scientist. He argues that religious
experience s T —~ experience is not a phenomenon that can Peter Yardy arg
| ¥ , iy r be explained by forces outside the body, credulity. He be
T - but rather within the body. He argues that probability of b
- the source of religious experience is not to having seef |
o A / necessarily from outside the body but from need to be chal
within the very brain itself, more determine whe
Oj |- specifically within the temporal lobe. He sceptical approi
erwence argues that supernatural experiences are
’ perceived to be from God, but can in fact He also argues
be explained by the brain. The term he experience wil
used to refer to this idea is the They will intery
Hearing A 4 ~ Numipous I ‘God Helmet'. indica.tive of w
voices [ Seeing visions éxperience \ / qugstlons whe
) \ claims. He pasi
true but the in
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(P O’bm auu wld S H 3 \ |'/ A theodicy is an attempt too The \.Neatkne"s
r Oj\ uﬂeru‘g’ ! show evil does not rule out : omnipotence
\ 1 - challenged b
| the possibility of God. There 1
. . . 1 The countera
I areavariety of ways in which | needed to da
- \ : philosophers and theists have 1 4
(9 ) - 1 attempted to do this. ! for human i
\ 9 ! pursue a real
Is he [God) willing to prevent G‘;izfjlu'
. od as all- Iy <\ N\
evil, but not able? Then he is knowing. \ ./ =N
impotent. Is he able, but not { | “‘ KT he strenath
willing? Then he is malevolent. \ The [“‘ ,J 1\ Wifhsdr:snjcas
Is he both able and willing? Yome'ait |59 omnipotent
Whence then is evil? | \ r jl he i it dof for evil. Alse,
1. Evil w e A but attributec
Epicurus (341-270) God ~ i free will is pre
(I - iE—= o= 3 \ Evil and suffe
Z J - ' / Y \ \worth paying
- A L
The problem of evil is one of the y® 0 TS, =
biggest points of philosophical / / 1 \
contention between theists. It s wad K
seems inconsistent that evil can l \ Process theodicy is an important
exist with an omnipotent and 2.God is theodicy. It posits that the world is al
benevolent God. The problem omnibenevolent changing, and that there is a natural
remains that: ‘ order. Good occurs when the natural
1. evidence for evil cannot be order works as it should. Evil occurs w
denied ‘ there is discord, as a result of humar
2. the omnipotence of God is will. It presents God as being part of
central to Christian teaching world and, therefore, a fellow suffere
3. the benevolence of God is \
central to Christian teaching The issue is that this is not a tradition
K theodicy in that God’s omnipotence is
‘ somewhat limited. Indeed, so are the
/ . \ benevolence, omniscience and
There are two types of evil: \ J L Mackie argues that transcendence of the traditional view:
these three principles are God in Judeo-Christian tradition.
Moral evil: suffering caused by inconsistent and cannot
the actions of humans be made compatible. He | God is, in this method of thinking, in a
suggests no valid solution way responsible for the creation of gv
Natural evil: suffering caused by has been found that does . .
occurrences in nature not compromise or | The question remains, therefore, does t
remove one of them, good created here outweigh the evil?
/“ most commonly God'’s
omnipotence. Therefore, I
he believes it is the
Hume believes that the problem of evil is a good argument hardest challenge to
against the existence of God, or at the very least the theistic beliefs. I
existence of the God of the Bible. K /,/ I f
= L COPYRIGHT
fig ’f i il
O 4 PROTECTED
Evil is considered by some Christians to be the fair punishment by God for sins commi*’ d - i } ’/ '
i Problems: & \ j -
Purf\(l)srhS?‘ent e Suffering appears to happen randomly, e.g. in the story of Job ' thc fpu.ﬂgih 5e e, ‘j to‘J , Gottfri
be tested by God, not because of any sin he had comm®:-q" = regard
e God seems not to punish those who do commi* i *‘.’i wae ‘jithwlfhem. , which | I 9
— i S - best of
The experience of sufferirz nsider ¢ - TmL ’fsfan’ﬁ’frfGod — that they can continue argum
to believe in God ¢, ) sonal e M/befféfof many religions including , An argument by Hick that concei O
Christianity, Islar. , God created humans at a one of 9
A test from Problems: - special distance from him God hz )
God . If C?od is omni. el e need to test a believer’s faith — he should already know what it ’ St?urrhr:; ;ZUISO; I::Tgs‘g tGh:j '(Ij'}(::;é E d U Cot I o n
is like. had no choice not to Id
e God could achieve=aits aim without such extreme and brutal suffering. ’ believe in him. xz:d |
Some Christians believe that there is evil in the world because of the Devil (or Satan). The Devil is despite
understood to be an angel who chose, through its free will, to turn against God. The Devil lives in hell ’
From the and creates evil and suffering in the world.
Devil Problems:
e If God is omnipotent, he should be able to stop the Devil.
e IfGod created the world and everything in it, then he must have created the Devil, which would
mean he was ultimately responsible for any suffering brought about the Devil. ’




‘Philoaophical 1asues and Questions Q

1. Fill in the argument from design
as posited by the philosopher
indicated in each box.

- o o o o o E—

¢) Richard Swinburne

__________________ ?/” ’ /
o 1S
Il St Thomas Aquinas | : & o4
I ! o B e —— .|
I | 3 E Y
| ! e PO NV T
I : ;- X ¢ L % D AN 2. Explain the individual points of Hume'
I L @®'d e \z argument in one sentence.
1 4 ' g } =
I : 19 , I {
I . i | a) Causal fallacy
: g tof o
| -l I I
I : : : : b) Weak analogy
| (! Cof
[ i |
I P i | ¢) Unknown cause
: [ ||
\ ] ! '
N y I 1 d) Based on part, not whole
I i |
\\ / I e) Could point to a designer, but tells us noth
~. - — el |
1
T " : e ' f) Anthropomorphism
3. Write in each of the smaller boxes which kind of argument (a priori or I
= . : . I
a posteriori) is being described in the darker boxes. \

_______ A Y _mmmEmTmTETAN
A reasoning based on ( 1 ( [
experience of the empirical 4—: : : |
world. \ 1 |
- o e - - - - o o e - -

A form of reasoning

' which is independent of

experience — through

,’" -
Premise 1: et 4 . Y
Al A4
/,,x

Premise 2:

In conclusion:

— o o o e e o

7

reason alone - ,r

5. Explore the key ideas

in his version of the ¢
(Exam Practice)

L O I I T T i i "
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glb) Contingent existence

1. Fill in the
definitions
of the key
terms in
the boxes
to the
right.

3. Explain Leibniz's form of the cosmo

c¢) Necessary being

"

]

-

. e ARt~ o'
2. Write A-C to indicate B — Everythine h 4 ficient wu . I1iSis .
. s : R Tel?® 4. Fill in the summary of
which of Aquinas’ Five | becaus ) 2 ) _/ingiitself into ol
Ways each box @il T | Owi_.dse —this s logically COsmoiDgicd) algiiing
- . i'" surhething has to already exist the box below.
describes. _
' _redte something else. Although there T
l’ S ! can be partial explanations for the efficient Big Bang sufficient
\ /‘ Motion 7o // cat.Jse of ind.iv.idual things, there 'must be an God caus
~ _ ultimate efficient cause to explain the
- existence of the world. God is the efficient
( 1 | Efficient Cause cause of everything that exists because, as a William Lane Craig’s thought
~7 necessary being, he has always existed. cosmological argument are a

- < = ‘Since everything that b
l 1 | Contingency and

\ y: Necessity C —There are certain things in the world that are
~
moving. Nothing can move by itself; therefore, there

of its

universe began to exist,

the h

itself be in motion, because something without motion

\ must be a cause of this movement. This cause must

cannot create something that has motion. This forms a existence... Transcendin

A —The world is made up of co'ntinger\t beings. chain of ‘moved’ and ‘moving’. This chain cannot go there exists a
There has to be a necessary F)elng which was back forever (infinite regress); there must be a first
able to create contingent beings. Only the mover that started this chain — God. brought the universe int

existence of a necessary being can explain the
existence of the contingent beings which we
see all round us. This necessary being is God.

1
1
|
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

>

He also argued that thet

- i ,» explanation that can pr¢ CO PY RIGHT

mh s " | . | PROTECTED
5. Explain the Kalam cosmological argument. > sl I the universe, such as w
_____________________________ - biine | I
{’ ¥ . 7 \ .// - \ : happened. Therefore, tk
1 gtk o :
- | |

I ) wj 5 // X mustbe |9

I | f”'} -

| § i

> | Q

| [

I > - ; 6. Which of the following means 9
! : chain of cause and effect goin EdUCOtion
I forever?

I | e = e

I \

| } Il a) Contingent regress O

I ,

I f I b) Infinite regress O

1 ‘ I

~ 4‘! |‘ c) Necessary a

- _ 4




1.

o o —

Anselm of

first put toward the

argument. He sets out two

premises which, if true, make the conclusion logically necessary:

1.

God is the conceivable
being.
To be the greatest being,

God must exist in

-
Conclusion: God ¥ A” ~
¥ -
5. Circle the word wh. 09-\00 :t within the brackets.

P R e

g™

Gaunilo posited a rebuttal to Anselm’s ontological argument.

>
>

His reply was entitled ‘On Behalf of the (Wise/Fool)’.

His argument tries to highlight the false reasoning in Anselm’s
argument by applying the reasoning to other objects (apart from
God) which clearly do not exist. He uses the example of

(alost / an imaginary) island.

Overall, Gaunilo is arguing that there needs to be some kind of
(inductive/empirical) proof that the island (and God) exists.

He concludes that it is not possible to give a definition of

(the island / God) and from this definition alone decide that God
exists.

6. Define the terms in the boxes below.

b) _Aseity

)

3. Write the
into the ¢
( T with no
1 What kind of argumet : d
I Anselm’s vo";c o e 7 5
: ont-logi rargL ~or/*' - jm—————
s PO. ,/‘ 1 a)
’[ } | Juctive D
A Jc)” A priori I omething
"'"'/C) prior! ] 1 conceive ¢
: minds.

=>» Something
within the
reality.

7. Explain the responses of the three philosophers li
the ontological argument.

N o\ ¢
P& ®
5

« _Immanuel Kant

3. David Hume

COPYRIGHT
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The Nature and Influence of Religious Experience @

4. Fill in below the terms posited by Otto which are
defined within the boxes.

1. Fill in the gaps with the typeof { —f  —0 i 0
religious experience. e i {’ """""""" i
|
a
- ___ ) : b)
| . -l .
[ There are two different categories of religious I > This refers to the mystery of the I = Isreferstoa particular nature
: experience. The religious experience I religious encounter as experienced by the -~ X ience of the feeling of awe: a §
I : individual which cannot be adequat-'- ; d8 *"élrea «of the impact of the greatnes:
| is an internal sense of something other than this | putinto words. ' / I~ experienced impending power.
: world. The is contact with the [ e
I divine / God.
\‘“ O O O O O . O O . WO . V.. O . WO . W O A @ @ e - - e - — e
<)
2. .
=> This refers to the natur

being drawn into a religiot

o - —————

a fascination with the divit

S —

6. Research an example of a religious experience ¢
testimony has been given. Make note about yoi

event, including which of the criteria are shown
e.g. the experience of Pentecost in the Bible.

A i
’
|
|
|
|
|

e : |

3. Fill in the terms and meanings below. ! 5
| . Y ’ O
1 r |
| ‘ ,,_/

T EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmEEmE—_-—- ~ - \ ’//
|{ William James’ terms regarding religious experience: ) r 3 o
L Y adf 71
- .t — -

: )y ) T ( :

| D, B — ! I

I ‘/ 1 o l |

1 X g J/ I |

1 A | I

| | |

| : :

I I I

I | |

|

=4 . :

I | |

| | \

\ ! \

N —————— T—— L — L T— T T — ] — T ]— ] ]—— L ]—— P4 ~
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The Nature and Influence of ‘Religious Experience @
. . i roTTTTTTTETTE
1. Fill in the gaps, and then complete the inductive argument from 2. Fill in Brian Davies s [ His arguments:
. o : four challenges, I
experience. To fill in the gaps, use the words in the box below. 1)
and four |
counterargumen” ! 2)
God conclude inductive religious R . |!
/ :fr | ! s
;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 7 | 1 3)
AR N - & > I
| The argument for the existence of God on the basis of s " : 4)
T\
: experiences argues that if | experience 7~ o § ‘/ Rt :
: induction, then, as with other inductive experiences ' . *" {Ily R o : ‘H'wrepliw
: that God exists. (G 'j s : 1)
I j - I
I It can be set out like t et 1 2)
: Premise 1: - I
I
I )
I I
I Premise 2: 1 4)
I
I (U
I
I Premise 3:
I
I
I -
: In conclusion: 4. Delete the incorrect options (ir
I
\ ) e - |
M o Something which is cumulative is (increi

2. Find the error in the sentence and write the correction below.

— o o O M M M M M e e o

a) David Hume claimed that his three principles gave weight to the fact that religious
experiences were as those who experience them claimed.

- 4
b) The principle of credulity states that unless there is evidence against -~ ¢! 1, > . !
believe the testimony of the experiencer. v E T
sy - 4
- '/ — - w
- o -t
. :' 4 ,»'/

e
that T sl .8 sufficient evidence to disprove something,
f ev. f_as presented to us, especially if many people report

d) He argues that we should not instantly assume that people have understood what they
have experienced.

Some people argue that there is very (lit

people testifying that they have had relig

— oy

T2 | inweighing up the evidence f

> “f/enm.,af God seems (unlikely/likely),

-

o
,/ﬁc,estimony is in the favour of (theists/ath

|
1 Wwith this argument is that, unlike the ind
: only shows that God is (unlikely/likely) t

5. Which of the following
one of Swinburne’s
principles?

a) Principle of morality
b) Principle of credulity

c) Principle of testimony

‘ ! 7’
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Problemu Of&JlL arud Suﬂer 4 @ 2. Define the terms below. 3. Briefly expl
problem of
t. Fillin the points | b =
of the triangle, | defined to i
and write in the | rm T -
centre what * I’
philosophical | L+ K W I
concept this P\ T |
represents. | d____ T oA Y AN ||
S AN .
- il = |
g f o ; "”/{ I
o) AT A 4 = I
L — |
- b ¢) Omnibenevolence I
5. Write the correci i . _aswers in the gaps below. :
pmmmme - - - - - < |
[ The problem of A i f the biggest points of |
| e problem of A _N\gil is one of the biggest points o :
: philosophical contention for theists to deal with. \
\ A o O D v . -8
: => It seems B that evil can exist with an omnipotent The ‘Problemoj&)il
| and benevolent God. i
| and Suffering,
I = The problem remains that:
1
: 1. € forevilcannot be denied 7. Epicurus described the problem of evil. In your o
| 2. theD of God is central to Christian teaching words, write out the problem of evil for revision
: 3. theE of God is central to Christian teaching purposes.
9 y A
I
(" I
A —goodness  suffering  evil  hardship |
B - plausible  necessary inconsistent  obvious :
C —existence lies experience evidence | r
D - omnipotence  malevolence incompetence affluence : S r ] © D CO PY RI G HT
E - malevol hysicality ~ benevol haract | - J -
X malevolence  physicality enevolence  character ’/ - P ROTECTE D
i -
e o VS ]
6. In thfa space ‘prowded to [ ) S iy |9
the right, write down . —~
three different reg ; 54 09
responses to the 15 .
. |
o ! b) Education
I
(Note: Religious :
responses are different : 0)
from theodicy’s, although I
those who posit :
theodicies might be I
religious.) el »




Problema of Evil and Suffering, @

2. In the boxes below, write
the name of the

1. Define the term ‘theodicy’.

Write out the
definitions for these
terms in the spaces
provided in the boxes.

(A believed, live = &
Augustine, that evil w1 ﬂeé’ﬂ. bl
free will. Hurm= = » = thoi ]
commite -dr g0 jnuw.fa“r/hans
‘e v yuw 3 Lto a0 evil. Where

} g O ,J 4 from Augustine is that
hi )cweved God gave humanity free will
in order to achieve a particular purpose.
He argued that this was to allow
humans to develop moral and spiritual
perfection — to develop to become truly
in the image of God.

philosopher who put
forward the theodicy being
described in the
corresponding box.

)

Epistemic distance

\_

B argues that evil is a privation — a
lack or absence of something. Evil is, therefore,
not an actual phenomenon; it does not exist. For
example, the evil of disease is due to a lack
(privation) of good health. For ,
privation is a result of the Fall as recorded in
Genesis 3, when human beings disobeyed God,
causing original sin to enter the world and cause
corruption in humans and the natural order.

}

c2eas 2':*::5;.:\.

soul-making’ theodicy?

om T o e e e ——

4. What are the strengths of John Hick’s ‘vale of

-

,,f‘éu?’ theodicy

John Hick’s theodicy

5. What are the weaknesses of each of the three theodicies bel
thoughts in the space provided.

e
___________ i [ a)
\ |
|
|
|
|
; o it 0
- | "f‘ #/; -
4 ¢ o] |
o~ '
o’ |
o A |
| c)
|
|
[ |
! |
i |
[ |
| |
[ \
M‘! N o
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‘Philoacphical 1asues and ‘Questions: Design firgument

4 N

The design argument uses
inductive reasoning. Inductive
reasoning is a form of proof or 4 . . N
concluslon based on previous The design argument is based on the :
experi i ing based following inductive premises reasoning: K

perience. It is reasoning base . o Th

. . e Premise 1: Man-made things< i+ithe
on premises which do not Id have b e arg
necessarily prove the conclusion. W?L aveA elen Cregapigd ﬁedSIgner be
One can accept the premises as wit H.a_Lp‘)arTvcu el o / @ mind, e'g' of
true without having to agree with aw, a\..ohmaker, atoyand a int
.-
the conclusion. This is the i G ')'r SrRer. Wit
opposite of deductive reasoning //’T e . ligmise 2: The world looks as though e
whereby if you acceas the ) ¢ o ithasbeen designed for a particular on
premises (whir sly v purpose because it works so well and wao
don’t have to) - has many intricate, complex parts. &_
conclusion is |'1IEL ¥ true. e In conclusion, the world must have .
B . had a designer. This designer must
have been God. Therefore, God exists.
. /

]

Paley puts forwa
argument in res
Aquinas’ argume
a watch. Both thi
purpose and des|
accidentally. The
work towards afn
the same way, P2
works together &
of humans and, t

{quinas

Aquinas’ fifth way is a form of the design
argument in which he argues that
everything, seems to work towards an
‘end’. Because these objects cannot
achieve this ‘best result’ by themselves,
they must be guided to it by an
intelligent being, just as ‘the arrow is
directed by the archer’. This order in the
world cannot be self-explanatory —
something that “lacks intelligence’ cannot
act ‘with... intelligence’. Therefore, the
explanation for this working towards a
particular ‘end’ must be explained by
something else controlling it which does
have intelligence. This intelligent bei= /7 4
is, of course, God.

Tennant o
design arg
isahuge a
and much
Tennant bl
beauty cat

Swinburne argues that, given the evidence of order in the world,
it is more probable that God exists than that he does not exist. /
This is a cumulative argument — the evidence accumulates, V
making it more likely that something is true. He concedes the
universe could be a brute fact or be explained by science, but he
suggests the existence of God is a better explanation. His seven
cumulative facts are: (1) The very existence of the universe (2)

The order in the universe (3) The existence of consciousness (4) Hume’s critic
Hgman opportu'n'ities to dogood (5) The pattern of history (6) Aquinas’ Fift|
Miracles (7) Religious experience. main points:
Swinburne also puts forward the ideas of co-presence and 1. Causal f§ CO PY RIG HT
regulation of succession. The watch is made up of many smaller 2. Weak g
parts which are all placed specifically within the mechanics of 3. Unk.no ! P ROTECTE D
the watch (co-presence) and work in such a way that in a designer
succession of movements these parts enable the watch to g ‘ 4. Based o
function (regulations of succession). In this way, Swinburne e i whole
argues that the world is made up of many moving parts:wh: h é:i o 5. Could po
work together to create a functional environmer,',,’ 2 i designer,

! nothing

"X ¢ her or it i
4 ATA 6. Anthropt 9

1S Mill: Pointega suf 2ty il i
the world @ EJMle 1. tre
theory tha 1’92{\0(\ ated good design.
Darwin: po‘/ﬂ’l%eory of evolution
as a viable alternative to how life
appears in such a complicated state,
rather than design.

Dawkins: proponent of evolution;
argues that there is no God. Because
of flaws in the world, if there is a
watchmaker, he must be blind.

)
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— o e e s - | 1
7 — & - A chain of cause
| Deism is the belief that Goz', G ° ~ and effect that
| existsintherole ./ =7 o/ continues forever.
. e I
| _ie world. ]

y
-
Kl'he design and cosmological\

arguments are a posteriori
because they rely on
experience of the world and
perception and
interpretation of the design
within it. This means they
have an empirical basis —
they are based on evidence
drawn from the world using

kthe five senses.

Reasoning base
experience of

I Wofinie reores: ]

Contingent existence

A being or entity which
depends on something else
for its existence and can be
conceived of as not existing.

William 1ane Craig

PR X @A\

A more recent proponent of the Kalam cosmological
argument. He writes that:
Since everything that begins to exist has a cause of its
existence, and since the universe began to exist, we
conclude, therefore, the universe has a cause of its
existence... Transcending the entire universe there exists a
cause which has brought the universe into being (Quoted
in McGrath, A E, Christian Theology: An Introduction
(Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2007), p. 190.)

He also argued that there is no scir jenit f;pi 1 jon that
can provide a sufficient ex:'aj
universe, such 2wt /th L+ ng happened. Therefore,
the cause. 2m 1, - /Mmust be God.

Gotifri

Leibniz argues that there ne
for why the world exists ins
that even if the world had &
explanation would still be
cannot be gained from the
gained from something ou
is known as the principle of

{imgl

tio forheduse of the

Y.

1‘/"}—!-/

Something which can create
a chain of cause and
effect, without being

caused itself. The idea is

rooted in the thought of

Avristotle and is commonly
thought to be God.

universal
2. Infinite regress icnot nez

Immanuel Kant rejects the cosmological argument and
the design argument. He argues that: i
1. Agquinas’ argument from motion is flawef‘/s Ao

]

A;[I.'/ " ,//

yiigs Cal =~
L. simust this be the

St

Bertrand Russel
o The logic us
argument 11
a cause (wh
necessary €

m

16 > e ltis possible
E f_ : ,4’ always have
, /’_ ical not haveact
/h‘_,ne s critique of the cogmologlca e Russell argue
_/ “argument has four key points: ;
) ) thing as a nei
1. Rejects necessary existence.
. e Hearguesth
2. We cannot assume empirically R |
that everything has a cause. n}? nectle;sar
3. The world by this theory could t e‘worl am
be necessary, not needing God. sat'Sfa"'“"
4. Just because parts of the world ® The universe
appear caused, it does not mean
the whole world is.

.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

19

Qg9

Education



‘Philoacphical 1asues and Questions: ‘Ontological fIrgument

Descartes uses ‘essence’ to
mean something fundamental
to what something is, e.g.
three angles are part of the
essence of a friangle.

Gaunilo: Applies Anselm’s logic to
other things in order to highlight wh-t
he viewed as the flawe

Immanuel Kant: Re 09,{.-\0(\
argument as it treat\igs8
predicate. Knowing something exists
tells us nothing about the thing.
Non-existence of God is also
conceivable.

Bertrand Russell: Argues that things
should only be described as existing
if we can see they exist in the world.

David Hume: Argues that the notion

of necessity has no meaning. And if

it did, why just God? Other things

could also be considered necessary,
\he argues.

Alvin Plantinga has posited a
modern ontological argument:
1. Thereis a possible world
in which there is an entity
which is maximally great.
2. A maximally great being
would exist in all possible

worlds.

3. Therefore. thi= . 1x .’vally
grezigfFifB e 4 Sin s
we 1d. o
w 7 5

™~ René Descartes set fo
ontological argumen
meditation. His argurm
1. God is perfect.

2. Existence is perf
Therefore, God exists.

The idea of a being
which is independent and

being self-co g !

exists in and of itself/ | s \m

Y i, Jj > A form of reasoning
7 which is independent of -
85 & B experience — through An attrik
T g reason alone. someth
g possessé
y
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ence:

' ~\
William James was a nineteenth- Rudolph Otto was a Christian Protestant
century theologian who was specifically theologian who examined the nature of
interested in the religious experience. religious experience. He developed the
He developed the following terms: following terms:

. - Mysterium: the mystery of ./ jious
Ineffability: the nature of religious experience 3 2 /
experience which is beyond human Tremendu.: s ﬁsé Seghlat religious
words exr AN 4
Noetic quality: being beyond the 3 F lr (3 3 A Tascination with the divine
knowledge of normality sy ) 0 S Y

Transiency: the @EEIAd 1 1 ora
religious experie, ‘:‘2{\0(\ t may

S .
nonetheless effect/a/change in the

person having it).

Religious experience

A religious experience
is an experience of
some Ultimate Reality
— an all-powerful,
ineffable being.

A &

&%&%&%&%&%ﬁsﬁ%
|

.

Passivity: a religious experience as being
sourced from outside the individual and
having an impact on them.

—

Vardy argues that people’s
presuppositions regarding religion will
affect how they interpret events. If
they believe in God, they are more
likely to accept an experience as being
religious. This raises the issue of
whether these experiences are
subjective or objective.

NOI

\
{ )
| ,
\ /

Propositional and non-propositi e © )
revelation: propoczsmanl t\ 'C'/ o
reveals a truth P, )2reas non-
propositional re @\,CO{\O“ oes not
necessarily entairvects being revealed,
but rather God making himself known.

There is not one definition, but
many, which all sit under the
wider umbrella term ‘religious
experience’. These could
include any of the types of
religious experience below.

-

into |
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Numinous
experience

Hearing

voices [ Seeing visions ]




The Nature and Influence of ‘Religious Experience: ‘Religious Experience as anlrg

BT T
Drawing a conclusion An argument which
based on a cerfain increases in likelihood with The inductive argument for
number of particular the more evidence given in the existence of God on the
experiences. its favour. basis of religioy:z.« Eériences extel
argues thien «pel 2nce expe
Cod Arc: wdatction, then, not
Religious experienceasan .../ 1 WU other inductive
argument for God’s . 7 s AE \ “experiences, | can generally The
existence iz * L e w1 conclude that God exists. agalt
. 5 k\,,)/‘;urﬁgnt_ It can.be set out I‘lke this: test
11 s i ————— Premise 1: Experience of x this ¢
\ indicates that x exists. argll
Fistian following Premi‘se 2:God can be exis ® gi
what he claimed to be a strong religious experienced. PN —
experience. These ideas began with his first Premise 3: Experience of — '
work, Faith and Knowledge. He argued that qu indicates that God This
Christianity was best understood not by exists. relig
propositional revelation but by non- becs
propositional revelation; he belie<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>