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Teacher’s Introduction

The revision summaries in this series are designed to support your students
as they study the GCSE AQA Religious Studies A specification, and have
been designed to cover the major themes and concepts of each topic point
in Component 2, Theme B accordingly.

All students, whether they are academically strong, average or weak, can
benefit from a concise and clearly explained set of notes to revise from as

Remember!

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

they work through the AQA course but also when preparing for their end-

of-course exams. Itis recommended, therefore, that students be given each relevant summary after learning a
topic so that they can clearly understand the summaries and refer back to them when needed. However, the
summaries can also function well as a pack given to students in the run-up to their exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

v' Keywords: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

v' Qverview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of discussion

and disagreement.

v" Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic, they are a clear and concise set of notes that

help students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topi

C.

v Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary and a

way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

v' Practice Questions: A full set of practice questions (with extra multiple-choice questions), complete with
mark schemes. These are useful for students wishing to improve their knowledge on a particular topic and to

practice skills as they approach their end-of-year exams.

This clearly ensures students have not only a grasp on the key themes of each t

opic, but a way to understand the

place of each theme within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries in helping their recollection of key topics closer

to their end-of-course exams, especially when looking over topics covered earli

Update v1.1, October 2025
As per the exam board assessment updates, changes have been made to the practice questions:
® “contrasting” replaced with “different” in the 4 mark question

® S-mark question replaced with a 6-mark question
® 2-mark question reduced to a 1-mark question

er in their studies.

November 2018

Free Updates! }

to this resource or other RS resources your school has p
details of any promotions for your subject.

*resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teache
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made

urchased, and

rs

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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The Ovigin of the Unive

G Keywords %///////%//
o Adan:l The' flrist.human and rflan according to. the account of creation %
o  Atheist An individual who believes that there is no God.
o  BigBang The rapid expansion of matter from a central point; the most ¢ %////////g/éé
for the origin of the universe. ; /////j //;
o  Creation The religious idea that God created the world. ' %
o  Creationist A Christian who has a literal interpretz*i n of Genesis. / gy,
o Eve The first woman according tg b 5 Zﬁn of creation in Geney % %
o  Garden of Eden The paradise of cre2ti » lei " ew'in Genesis in which Adam a1 ° %
o  Genesis The firsth;‘ i {;nw 3.ole, within which the account of creatia ///////////////%/
o Literal Aoy + * spretation. s
Metarlam ca A~ | terpretation that allows for the use of metaphor. P
o  Sin " The wrongdoing of man, believed by Christians to have caused
o OIdE Christians who have a literal interpretation of Genesis, believi.
six ages, in the order according to Genesis.
o  Young Earth Christians who have a literal interpretation of Genesis, believii
created in six days.
e

@ Overview

»  The origin of the universe is one of the most vastly o
discussed mysteries within philosophical thought. Many
different religions have theories of creation, and
Christianity is no different. The Christian creation story is In the |
found in the same text as that of Judaism - the book of heavens i
Genesis, which is the first book within the Bible.

N c s . was form!
»  Within the book of Genesis there are actually two separate
accounts of creation, contained respectively within Genesis over the
1and 2. Spirit of

»  The first story of Genesis depicts God as creating the world
within a period of six days, each day adding a new element
to creation. The second story depicts God intentionally
making Adam from dust and Eve from his rib. Both stories And Goa
depict God as intentionally creating the world and all
within it, and declaring it to be ‘good’.

»  Within the theory of creation, God created the wo ¢ 5 3,
with no change. All creatures created thena et~ ameas (& COPYRIGHT
they are and look like today. ; ! PROTECTED

»  Christian ideas of creatio= 2 e nct neerpreted in the same way by all Christic

the Bible story of ¢ t 'n . veing a literal event which took place as record¢

Christygf8list * ' e creation story as being metaphorical or poetic, and :

scienti! anations of creation.

[

9
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% Key Points

The Story of Genesis
» There are two stories of creation within Genesis. These are contained withi:
and 2.

»  The story of creation in both accounts has one strong common theme — that
which created the universe was God, and that he did so intentionally, and wa
with his creation.

» It posits that there was nothing until God created everything within the wor
the succession of six days. /

» In Genesis 1, God creates the world from nothinff/ - . cavens and the eart

» In Genesis 2, God creates Man from dust an: pre 5t s life into him, then cre

G

§ a
i

Literal Interpretatlo? - P -
»  Some Chrigtiars ™ 'i - in a literal interpretation of \D God wmade the w

3
L

the st e ) igin of the universe as recorded Kinds, the livest
within 1 fok of Genesis.

»  Those who hold this literalist view are known as and all the i
creationists. They can be divided into two groups: ground accordin
Young Earth Creationists, and Old Earth a
Creationists.

»  Young Earth Creationists believe that the world was
created in six days according to the literal account of
Genesis. They believe that the world was literally \—/
created in six days in the exact way described in Genesis, as they view it as a |

»  This view would date the world as being approximately 6,000 years old, whil¢
date the world as being approximately 14 billion years old.

»  Old Earth Creationists believe that the world was created by God according t
that the Hebrew word used within the original text is ‘yom’, which they argu
argue that God created the world in stages as described in Genesis, but that t
six ages. This would make the world older.

»  Some creationists attempt to justify their ideas with a new form of science ki

Metaphorical Interpretations

»  Some Christians take a metaphorical view of the story of creation. They mig
view it as being a form of poetry, as the stages in which the world was create:
to fit well with the scientific theories about the way in which the universe ca:
be. These Christians might not see any issue with themselves believing in
scientific ideas about how the universe came to be.

»  They might not see any issue with theories such & > lu ion, as they might «
that an intelligent God would create an it el ‘gev..vorld.

»  For example, they might argue *'..t th 1oy in which the biblical account of ¢
Bible closely mirrors th -~ in v huch theories such as evolution posit that &

of the unjyerse f'* ' ' sit.un the biblical accounts.

Non-relile#s Views

»  The scientific community has developed theories regarding the origins of th¢
accepted of which is known as the Big Bang theory. This explanation functic
the origin of the universe without the need for a God to cause it; therefore, &
event means that human beings no longer need God to explain the universe.

» The Big Bang theory is a largely accepted scientific explanation for the orig
began with a rapid expansion of very high density and temperature matter. .
at which there was nothing, and that the universe and the world as we know
event within history where this rapid expansion occurred.
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The ‘steady state’ is a mathematical theory which opposes the Big Bang the
matter continually creates and destructs in order to maintain the same leve.
This theory was given significant credence by the work of scientist and phys!
The vast majority of non-religious people hold the view that the scientific ex

i
universe makes the most rational sense, and, therefore, would hold this viei. ////%//////
////////////

Christian Responses ///////?2

»  Many reh‘glous people have responfied to the scientific community regarding gy
of the universe; for example, the Big Bang theory. | !

/

Some Christians who hold a literalist view of the creationist story completely pre—
that the evidence for this is either incorrect or a test of faith. |

7
%

7
%

-
g

<

v

&

i
E
B

»  Some Christians who hold a metaphorical or symbo!* W of the creationist //////////////

theory of the Big Bang, with some even argu’ .y ha . supports the Christia: . /%

: : ) g L D o o 4

universe by supporting the idea tha* >  1iv..se originated from one singul cL

> Some Christians posit the id .«.¢ i . - 4ucible complexity in order to argue %//////////////g

Big Bangwas arard a1 . . rhis is the idea that the world is so intricate a —
never Lol -c . ' chance. Therefore, in their view it would make sense -

el be true, but it might have been caused by God.

/ Student Checklist

No Idea | Nearly Sure

What do I know? ® @ @

[ understand the story of creation in
Genesis.

[ understand literalist
interpretations of Genesis.

I understand metaphorical
interpretations of Genesis.

[ understand two non-religious ideas
about the origin of the universe.

i COPYRIGHT
[ understand the Big Bang theory. ) f o PROTECTED

[is | u uesponses to

9
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) Practice Questions

- .
Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢ %//////////
&
1. In which book of the Bible is the creation story contained? //////////////f
Yy .
A John %////Z
B Exodus L .
oy
C Revelation \®
D Genesis g8 %
2. What view of the story of creation do creatio~ ik 1? ~ % /%
g o
A Metaphorical > e @ %
B  Symbolic Al ——l
C Literal A 4
D Feggl <
3. What is the term for the event which most scientists believe caused the origi
A  Evolution
B  Hubble Effect
C TheBigBang
D The Expansion
4. How many accounts of creation does Genesis give?
A 5
B 1
c 2
D 3
5. Give one interpretations of the creation story.
6. Explain two different religious beliefs about the origin of the universe.
Your response must refer to at least one religion.
7. Explain two different Christian responses to the challenge of the Big Bang !
In your response you must refer to sacred writings or another source of relig
8. ‘Christian ideas about creation are incompatible with sciontific ideas.’
Evaluate this statement, and in your answer: ) a2 COPYRIGHT

o  give reasoned arguments in support f (vicilia
o give reasoned arguments ~- . v st © s.dea PROTECTED
o refer to religious i~ in*c ‘
referto ner v L' 1sviewpoints
15 ed conclusion

9
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The Value of the Wor

e Keywords . 4
p %/////////////
o  Aweand wonder This is the feeling of appreciation of the beauty of the world an Z///??
experience regarding the way in which they view God’s creatic: W ¢

o  Climate change A change in long-term weather patterns. %///////%

o Dominion This is the idea that human beings are placed at the apex of ct¢ w
over it. % % %

Duty A responsibility of an individual tow;{r"c another individual o¢ / iy,
Environment  The ecosystem of the univereo i vy inv 2 live. b %

. N - i . . .

Global warming The growing issue of ¢ “ 1. ~f Liuiate change in which the plai © %
warmer. @t gL p—

o Humanist Ascani® th 'zl system which respects both animals and hum:

. o . .. .
o tv.» aluate an individual’s works or actions.

o - This is the idea of duty towards a certain obligation.
This is the idea that the world is a gift from God to humanity, .
responsibility to look after it.

%

@ Overview

»  Matters of the world have become an important topic within the modern da;
resources has become a matter of international attention and importance co:
global warming. For Christians, the matter of looking after the world and it:
responsibility. Christians believe that when God created the world, he gav:
creation, and with it a responsibility to rule and look after creation and every
Christians believe looking after the world is important because it was given &
beings. The world displays God’s good creation to Christians - it allows a be:
provides the climate and necessary facets required for human beings to live
»  In the modern world, there have been increasing issues concerning the envir
as climate change and global warming, largely as a result of increased emissit
humanity’s technology. For Christians, this poses the issue of the need to 1o
to control the damage caused by humans to God’s creation in this way.
»  Religious people may feel awe and wonder at the world, as they feel it is Go
amazed that God created such a beautiful world, and such a great place for ti

A\ 74

7

; » COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9
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% Key Points

Stewardship

»  Christians believe that human beings are given a
responsibility by God within the Bible to look after / God 4
creation through the giving of dominion. \D

»  Stewardship is an important responsibility - it is the them,
understanding that the world is a gift which does not Al the
belong to humans but has been given to us to look after .
and enjoy the benefits of creation. It is the responsibility doming
of humans, in the Christian view, to look after the planet. over

»  Ideas of stewardship are a continuous theme thro,l.lg“,) every
the Bible, and not just mentioned within Ger cui | 2 +
example, 1 Corinthians 4:1 states ‘“T"."1  ©u. i this way, the «
as servants of Christ and steu < 4 - f£>0d’s/mysteries’. given

>  Stewarding thereso « . ' “world well - meaning that &
lookinge«il tt - = * _airesources such as water and |
{important facet of stewardship and has and év
resulted yme Christians feeling moved to become ot
involved in environmental efforts.

Dominion

»  Dominion is the idea that human beings are the part of /
creation which God appointed to rule over creation. This is reflected within
Bible when God told Adam he had dominion over all creation, and allowed h|

»  For many Christians, the idea of dominion has a direct link to ideas of stewa:
the ruling part of creation comes the responsibility of ruling over what you 1
with care and respect for God’s creation. It is an important part of Christian
world that God has given and act in such a way as to look after that gift and ¢

»  Some Christians have interpreted this idea to mean that they have the pows:

rule over it and, therefore, are able to do what they wish with creation. This
using the world’s resources to help themselves develop and profit.

Use and Abuse of the Environment

>
»

AN
»

\77

In the modern age there is a variety of issues with the planet.

The inhabitation of the world by human beings and the developments in tec!
increasing of pollution of the environment via gas emissions, among other is
This has resulted in a form of climate change. Climate change is the dramati
over time which causes either a notable cooling or a notable heating of an ar¢
The form of climate change this has caused is known as global warming, anc
emissions that has caused the general rise in global ¢ . i, sratures. This has |
changes in weather in environments not use /¢ su I conditions, including ¢
is having an impact on sealevels olc..'. 5 wuu'as on the ecosystems within
inhabitants of the Arctic ave st 3, 1.y nnow that their environment is chang!
The use of harmfu’ « « .i ~'s within the manufacturing process is harming t
k0.2 ., .oduction factories is causing issues with the ozone layer
1 in a way which is harmful, causing detriment to both human an

Revision Summaries for GCSE AQA A: Component 2: Theme B: Religion and Life Page 7 of 42
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Christian Responses

»  Christians believe that they have the responsibility to combat the issues reg:

» In order to do this, they might pray for help from God regarding the environ p—

»  They might also be involved in Christian charities that campaign regarding ¢ %/////////4/

»  Within their personal sphere, they might put a heavy personal emphasis on ¢ //
.

homes and within their church communities.
»  Christian charities such as Operation Noah are a good example of charitable
Christian principles with the goal of helping the environment.

<

v

» They m1ght campaign with these groups to move away from fossil fuel use, ¢ ¥
production of meat, and to reduce greenhouse gases, litter and the use of hai e
environment. L

»  Some Christians might do environmental work in re-. ¢ se to the awe and w //////////////

-

experience of the beauty of the world and. th ..¢ f)'ry ,ﬁigﬁt feel prompted to

which they believe God has provide” "~ = ern. vith so much beauty.
el 2 [

-

\\\\\\\\\\\\

L L
s

E

Non-religious Re« i a v

> i 15 ieonly group of people who have strong feelings regardi

» \ porelieve that the environment needs to be protected — whethe:
the world inherited by future generations.

»  This is a view held by groups such as the Humanists for a Better World, 2
towards trying to minimise the impact of damage caused by humanity on th¢

»  Non-religious groups such as humanists posit the idea that humankind has a
world in order to pass it on to future generations. We have a responsibility &
to make sure we look after the world.

»  Some non-religious people feel humans have a right to rule the world due to
humans have no more rights than other animals. These ideas have impacts
of non-religious people regarding such issues as animal rights and the moral|

»  They, like Christians, might campaign with secular groups to move away frot
farming or the mass production of meat, and to reduce greenhouse gases, lit!
chemicals in the environment.

/ Student Checklist

No Idea | Nearly | Sure

What do I know? ® @ @

[ understand the concept of dominion.

o L COPYRIGHT
[ understand the concept of stewaf” 0. * PROTECTED

i

[ understz = «ept of global

warming.

9
[ understand the humanist response to 09
environmental issues. -

Education

[ understand Christian responses to
environmental issues.
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/ Practice Questions

- B

Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢ %///

1. Which of the following is the form of responsibility for the world felt by Chri¢ /%////////
B tewardshi y

C Dominion ’ /////////gé?é

D Ruling ;/////f//%

%%%

o

2. What s the term for the place of humans within wiv: woi ?
o 3

Stewardship S
Dominion Gl T s

\\\\\\\\\\\\

L
s

E

CNwP

Responsibilitv .. WA

3. Which v&Se contains the teaching on dominion?
Genesis 1:1

Genesis 1:30

Genesis 1:28

Genesis 2:40

oNnw P

4. Which of the following is an example of a Christian environmentalist charity
A Tearfund
B  Christian Aid
C Operation Noah
D PETA

5. Give one example of how a Christian might respond to climate change.

6. Explain two different religious ideas about stewardship.
Your response must refer to at least one religion.

7. Explain two different viewpoints on stewardship.
In your response you must refer to sacred writings or another source of relig

8. ‘God gave human beings dominion, so we can do what v want with the wor|
Evaluate this statement, and in your answer: .~ ~ COPYRIGHT
o  givereasoned arguments in supno {1 iiduea PROTECTED
o  givereasoned argument 4 v . * nisidea
o refer to religiov i v (olwds

o 16 hnc 2 | i ous viewpoints

o re\ tified conclusion

9
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Use and Abuse of Anin

7~

&) Keywords
Animal experimentation  Testing drugs or cosmetics on animals before hum.

o Animal rights The entitlements of non-human beings.

o  Cloning Using genetics in order to engineer a being who is ¢
being through artificial methods.

o  Cosmetics Beauty products, occasionally tested on animals by

o  Dominion The Christian idea of hurmz > being placed at the g
the animals, whi;";' 10y ' jﬂ v.ithin the first book ¢

o  Genetic modification Scientifi~ ¢ in, -~ mianipulation of genetic mater:

o Halal f" 1 if’Lﬁdinl is permitted within Islam.

o Kosher . Taetood which is permitted within Judaism.

o Medici " Substances or technology used to attempt to treat «

o  Secu Separate from the influence of religious belief.

o PETA People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (Ame:

o Vegetarianism The practice of abstaining from the eating of meai.

o Veganism The practice of abstaining from the eating of any a:

cheese, eggs.

@ Overview

A7

v

% Key Points oo BT

esting on Animals

>

The key idea of dominion within Christianity impacts Christian ideas about !
treatment of animals.

Historically, animals have been used to test on within the cosmetics and me¢
substances are then considered safe for humans.

Some Christians feel they have a duty to look after animals and protect them
Other Christians may feel that being given dominion means that God has git
what they wish with it, and, therefore, the testing of products on animals is |
Many animals within the cosmetic, medical and meat industries which are u¢
conditions which would be considered humane. For example, battery-farme:
would be considered to be a good quality of life. For this reason many non-i¢
campaign for the rights of animals to have a good quality of life.

Many religious and non-religious people also feel strongly about whether or |
beings to use animals as a food source, leading many to become vegetarian o

The process of tes** . ru.ials happens during the development of certait
hve ¢ . _.e'safe for humans.

main ways in which testing on animals is carried out within s
experim™®tal treatments are carried out using animals with the aim of achies
treatment and medicines to combat existing human diseases and heath ailm:
testing on animals occurs is within the beauty industry, where products are ¢
gauge whether or not the chemicals contained within the products are harm!
human beings. Cosmetics such as make-up are an example of this.

Revision Summaries for GCSE AQA A: Component 2: Theme B: Religion and Life  Page 10 of 42
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Religious Responses to Testing on Animals

‘:}

\%

Y/

Some Christians might view the protecting of animals as being a duty of thei
chosen creation with dominion. Therefore, some Christians believe it is imp
creation of animals are looked after properly. This view might impact how a
testing on animals.

Some Christians might view testing on animals as being a necessary evil as it
from enduring the negative side effects of some drug or cosmetic use; by test
animals, the avoidance of undue suffering of individuals might outweigh the
Some people, including Christians, might view testing on animals as a positi\
to the context of medicine. By testing medicines on animals, scientists are a
cures for illnesses and afflictions which were previously not in existence. Th
drastically improve the quality of life for those who ~=+ ck.

Some Christians might argue that as human< .. m « 2iirthe image of God &
creation, then they are more imporf- -t - th. _reation. Therefore, it would
testing on animals for the be .1 =+ +! enealing of humans, who are conside
The healing of the si-% - . ’A{}g.‘ ' considered to be the priority over the protet
Some Chas@liar © 7 uppose all forms of testing on animals as they would
God’s § h o animals for their own financial benefit (in the case of cosm
against sus taught, you could either serve God or money).

Some Christians believe that testing on animals is cruel and an example of b:
which is given as a gift. It is an abuse of the gifts of animals
given by God to human beings and, therefore, should not take
place. Furthermore, scientific developments mean that in the
modern day it is no longer wholly necessary to test on animals as
there are alternatives.

Some Christians would take the teaching of Matthew 7:12 to
apply to this situation as an instruction not to test on animals -
if we would be unhappy to treat human beings in such a way then it would
animals in this way.

Many secular people feel strongly about the issue of animal rights and are ai
Organisations such as PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) ai
movement towards the end of better treatment of animals.

Use of Animals for Food

A\ 74

Many societies use animals as a source of food.

It is a common practice historically as well as within the modern day.
Traditionally, this would have been done within a local community, on a rela
However, in the modern day the mass production of the meat industry to fill
countries with a large variety and amount of meat available for purchase has
dilemmas, not least including the way in which animals are farmed and treat
Whether or not human beings should eat meat of anoth r creature is also an
modern day, with the growing popularity of voor i ¢ ar. 1 vegetarianism res
of animal-free products.

Religious ResponM ! ‘2 Use of Animals for Food

5 s 1 .uelines regarding the use of animals for food, specific:
\7isn kosher laws are found. Leviticus 11:2-3 states that From ¢
\Tlres that you may eat. Any animal that has divided hoofs and is cleft
you may eat’. Jews may also only eat meat which has been ritually slaughtere
Christians are not required to live by the same food laws as Jewish people fa!
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Some Christians do not see the eating of animal meat as being immoral; how
the way in which animal meat is mass-produced in the modern day, and may
result. The way in which meat is mass-produced does not treat animals kind
and so these Christians might choose not to eat meat, or to choose meat whi
contribute to what they would view as bad stewardship. It is not the eating ¢
issue with, it is the way in which the animals are treated.

Some Orthodox Christians practise abstinence from the eating of meat on s
order to focus on God. Some Christians do not eat red meat specifically on
was on a Friday that Jesus was believed to have died. By not eating red meat
they are remembering his sacrifice.

Within Islam, meat is only able to be consumed by believers if it has been sla
specific way (known as halal). This method of killing of - nimals is somewhat
it is argued by some to be cruel and painful to th -« aa

Some religions, such as Buddhism, adh-vc tc 2 v o.oviolent principle and the
For this reason, those who adh~ .t 5t i L cligion are largely vegetarian as th
seen as violating thes? ok {3]!;;,\« L

o

/ Student Checklist

No Idea | Nearly Sure

What do I know? ® @ @

[ understand what animal testing is.

[ understand the Christian views regarding
animal testing.

[ understand the concept of animals as
food.

[ understand the religious ideas regarding
why animals should be used as food.

[ understand the religious ideas regarding
why animals should not be used as food.

[ understand the purpose behind the
secular organisation PETA.

N .
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/ Practice Questions

-
g

=
Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢ ///////////////
-

1. Which of the following industries is known for testing on animals?
5

Meat
Cosmetics %////////{/////%
Clothing "

Diet %/////%////
///////////////

<

v

oNnw P
&

i
B

o

2. Which of the following is the term for the food c .. - wh ch Jews must abide
Halal L

A
B Lashon Harah 1 I s
C
D

s

\\\\\\\\\\\\

L
s

E

Mitzvot . L
K guenillh

3. Which o™ne following is an example of a secular animal rights movement?

A PETA

B Barnardo’s

C Save the Children
D Operation Noah

4. Which of the following religions is largely vegetarian due to a principle of no
A  Christianity

B Buddhism
C Islam
D Judaism

5. Give one religious view regarding the consumption of meat as food.

6. Explain two different religious views about testing on animals.
Your response must refer to at least one religion.

7. Explain two religious reasons why the issue of stewardship might impact dis
animals.
In your response you must refer to sacred writings or another source of relig

8. ‘Religious people oppose the maltreatment of AD g AN, hin modern society COPYRIGHT
Evaluate this statement, and in your ar-v er. d
o give reasoned arguments i s v ¢ o1 thisidea PROTECTED
o givereasoned aro . . = - z.iust this idea
o referag el © 1. - >wpoints
o rd 0. »;eu‘gious viewpoints
o red tified conclusion

9

Education
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Ovigi,n and Value of Hums

G Keywords

#

.

Charles Darwin The writer of The Origin of Species.

Creation The idea that God created the world in the account ¢

Creationists Those who believe in the literal interpretation of Gi.\
of human life.

Creation science The development of scientific endeavours to attemp
belief in the creation story of Cenesis.

Evolution The scientific explanzicia 4t t. 2 origin of life: that &
resulted in =v cic a;‘{h\ .ing to their environment.

Natural selection Thaideit & (uose with the advantageous genetic i

" f'/vi;}. ot would die without passing on their genes.
Old Earth Cre-+s. s s - Believe that world was created in six ages, in the ortl
beings were created exactly as they appear today.
Anglican priest who sees no issue between religion &

The enjoyment of quality of the life of an individua.

Sanctity of life The idea that human life is holy and sacred as it wa:
that it has inherent value and should be treated with

Young Earth Creationists Believe the world was literally created in six days.

@ Overview

V))

Y VY

A\ 74

% Key Points e

The origin of life is one of the great mysteries which human beings have bee:
engage with for the history of humanity. Why and how we are here are ideas
thoughts of both philosophers and scientist. There have been many differen
of life.

Within Christianity, ideas about human life centre around the account of cre
Within Genesis, humans are created by God in the image of God. Their lives
sacred, and it is from this that Christians derive the idea of sanctity of life.
The main, and most popular, theory within scientific circles regarding the or
evolution as posited by Charles Darwin. This theory posits that the species ¢
are the way they are as a result of thousands of years of evolution, which is
in advantageous genetics within species.

There is a mixed view within Christianity regarding the origin of human life.
the account of creation in Genesis is a literal account of how the world and
however, have a more metaphorical interpretation of the Bible and, therefor:
theories such as evolution.

\7

The theory of evolution was first published by natural scientist Charles Darwn
his book The Origin of Species. This work was published in 1859, in which his
evolution via natural selection as the method by which life has come to be.

Darwin spent years on a voyage on the HMS Beagle researching different spe
exploratory voyage he noticed certain differences between different types of
advantages depending on where they were located and their sources of food -
shapes. Finches, for example, he noted had varying shapes of their beaks de;
within an ecosystem and what food was available (e.g. shellfish or berries).
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The different shapes of their beaks gave these finches advantages regarding
lived in an area where shellfish was a more plentiful food, their beaks suited
shellfish. This gave them the advantage of being able to catch and eat their
therefore, alive.

These changes, argued Darwin, are genetic advantages.

The genetic changes allow those who have the advantageous mutations to liv
the advantageous gene. Those who do not have the gene do not thrive and &
genes; therefore, they die out. Eventually within the theory, the small gene'|
characteristic held by every single creature within the species in that area. 7.
selection, and is a key idea within evolution.

The variety of creatures contained within the world supports this theory as ©
one. Indeed, the overwhelming amount of evidence th-* looks to support th
largely been accepted as being fact within mo-~y 1+ - “nt fic discussion.
Interestingly, Darwin himself did not s ~ is *» o1y as being contradictory t¢
that, ‘I see no good reason wh= .« ’ﬁie}igm given in this volume should shock ¢
Indeed, in the final rh[: 3 it h;:,sbook, in which he posits evolution, he spe.
hard to begeve © ~ 1 . incredibly intelligent system could have been causet
force 1§ . loseemed to him too intelligent to happen by chance.
Others, 'ver, such as scientist and outspoken atheist Richard Dawkins, @
evolution, among other scientific developments, has completely and utterly i
God to create the world and to make human beings.

It moves away from the idea that things were designed the way they appear,
adapted and evolved in order to survive and thrive, which is why they work &

Genesis Account

3

‘/

v

A\ 74

Although the accounts of creation within Genesis may differ in their account
maintain certain facts in common. These include the idea that God created |
The idea posited within Genesis is that human beings were created exactly a:
without having to undergo any changes in order to make themselves the way
The first account of Genesis states that the world was created within six day:
were created on the sixth day, and God rested on the seventh.

In the second account of Genesis, Adam is made from dust/earth and Eve is |
This account is a far cry from the idea of evolution as a series of tiny genetic
advantageous changes.

The idea that God created human life attaches a certain importance to huma
Christians the idea of sanctity of life. Some Christians are concerned that a ¢
to the origin of life might change the ideas of sanctity of life, leading to a low

Liberal Christian Responses

X

>

‘//7‘

Some Christians have no issue with the ideas posited by Darwin, and have ac
see no issue between their beliefs in God and their a . 3, ance in the place of
with the final chapter of Darwin’s book, that suc 2 i .ntelligent and
efficient system would be hard to b< . = ) beche result of complete
random chance. ‘

This, for some Chric a ., ~c.cases the awe and wonder they feel towards

Wl . © . ..assed in the Value of the World section.

3 \ Christians view the account of creation as given in Genesis as
being pC#TiC - for them, God still created the world, but he did not do so in
six days. Instead, it was a longer process. Many Christians point towards
the fact that the stages of evolution posited as having generated all life seern
to match up quite well with the stages in which things were made
throughout Genesis. For this reason, they would argue it is a poetic account
beings and creatures through the gradual process of evolution. The way in w
to fit within the same order in which the creation of the world and the creatt
Therefore, in this way many Christians see no issue with believing in the pro
believing that God created the world.
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They see no reason why an intelligent God could not create intelligent creati:
adapting to the world and the environment in which the creatures are living.
»  As evolution can occasionally be seen as cruel, as the weaker within the theq:
on their genetics, this is considered to be a challenge to those who do not se¢

i
Christianity or indeed their religious beliefs, and belief in the theory of evolu %//%
////////////

Conservative Christian Responses ///////?2

s 0 . . . .
me Christians ch T he th f evolution ing untrue.
Some Christians choose to reject the theory of evolution as being untrue gy
@

»  These Christians interpret the teachings of Genesis and the creation story w .
\ historical truth.' Peoplt? Who hold this view are known as creationists. . —
»  Some conservative Christians have no issue with the accounts of evolution
those who believe in this way, there is no reason wh =" er creatures might |
changed, and indeed God is, in their view, in* .0l ‘er . fnoﬂgh to do so. How

-
g

<

v

&

i
E
B

-

o

G

view, were made by God as they are -« = 1p.. _dcally have not evolved. It is .
to emphasise that God creat” Zu. v .~ oeings in his image. These Christians %//////////////g
> Ci» . » s believe that evolution is completely untrue. They gy

inests is completely and literally true. They believe that God ci

s and animals created on the sixth.

»  This is a fundamentalist view within Christianity and is not a mainstream ic:

»  Some attempt to prove their ideas as truth, by endeavouring to use science t:
creationism by looking for sources to support their ideas using science. This

»  They reject the idea that human beings and creatures were created out of a ¢!
laying emphasis instead on the idea that humans and creatures were intenti
Judaeo-Christian tradition.

/ Student Checklist

No Idea | Nearly Sure

What do I know? ® @ @

[ understand the concept of the theory
of evolution.

[ understand interpretations of the
story in Genesis.

[ understand liberal Christian
responses to the theory of

evolution. T ) S COPYRIGHT
| PROTECTED

[ understand conservative Christi» 9
responses to the theory of .« . ica.

I understa?

» \-religious responses to
evolution.

9

Education
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/ Practice Questions

Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢

1. What theory did Charles Darwin put forward in his book The Origin of Species :

A The Big Bang theory
B  Hubble theory

C Natural theology

D Evolution

2. What is the term for the genetic mutations beinc ;> 2c Hn if they are advan

A Natural theology o
B Natural selection sERL 8™
C  Selective breedi~¢ YA
D Gow@am - ineory
3. What is"™ e term for those who reject the theory of evolution, and instead vi
A Creationists
B Liberal Christians
C  Christian Scientists
D  Genesis Experts

4. In which biblical book is the account of creation contained?

A Daniel
B Revelation
C John

D Genesis

5. Give one reason why evolution might be argued to disprove God.

6. Explain two different religious accounts of the origins of life.
Your response must refer to at least one religion.

7. Explain two different ways religious people might respond to the theory of ¢
In your response you must refer to sacred writings or another source of relig

8. ‘Evolution has killed God.’
Evaluate this statement, and in your ansv-er ;
o givereasoned arguments ir -1 pi . o thisidea
o  givereasoned argum 1 Sag i sithisidea
o refer torelitic . ~ 4w omts
o I§ b0 c.igious viewpoints
o ey tified conclusion
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Abortion

G Keywords
Abortion The medical procedure which terminates a pregnancy.
o  Beginning of life The point at which a being can be considered to be alive.
God’s image The Christian idea that God intentionally created every humai
o  Murder The taking of action which ends the life of another human beii\
Personhood The quality and rights afforded to a being as recognised as a p¢.
o  Pro-choice The belief that abortion should be the . Jice of the mother.
o Pro-life The belief that the lifeand r "t ‘0. ¢ fe toetus are just as impu.

O

Quality of life  Ideas surroundlng it or bt the. quality of an individual &
variety of r‘ e Lt A
Sanctlty oflife The . L it aite is sacred.

Sin . _gaoing related to the law of God within a religion.

@ Overview

A7

% Key Points

Sanctlty of Life

Abortion is the termination of the life of a foetus during the process of preg:
Abortion was illegal in the UK until 1967, at which point it was made legal a¢
agreement. It must be administered by a registered doctor within the UK an
from conception.

There is no direct teaching on the specific issue of abortion within the Bible
procedure available at the time of the writing of the Bible. However, there is
interpreted in order to support arguments for and against the allowance of &
is divided opinion within Christianity regarding the morality of abortion.
There is a variety of reasons why an individual might want an abortion - exa
result of rape or incest, or as a result of a medical problem with the pregnanc
unwanted pregnancy at a particular life stage or concern regarding the qualit
One facet of the debate surrounding abortion is the debate about when life b
that life begins at conception, they will take issue with abortion at any point
Generally speaking, those who agree with the allowance of abortion are knov
disagree are known as pro-life.

Currently, abortion is legal in the UK in pregnancies up to 24 weeks from cat
extreme cases of medical issues.

Ideas about the sanctitv .f ite 5. key issue within the debate surrounding
Many religious v~ . | sh.ve that life is sacred, meaning that it is holy. The
‘e¢ . Lag the giving and taking away of life within the thought ¢
» pity of life are important within Christianity, as it is considered

Chrlstlans believe that God created life and gave it to human beings as a gift;

to give life and take life away. Human beings specifically are stated within t©
the image of God and are, therefore, set apart from creation.

For this reason, to destroy human life is considered to be a grave sin. For th¢
at conception, any form of abortion would then be to destroy a form of hum.
morally.
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Quality of Life

»  Ideas of quality of life are related to the perceived ability or viability of an int

of life which is perceived to be enjoyable and worth living. —
»  The connection between quality of life and abortion is the debate regarding ¢ e
foetus which is severely disabled (e.g. will only live for a short period of time //
/

of pain during their short life) is a moral action.
»  Some Christians might argue that in the case of an extremely reduced qualit; /
abortion might be the kindest and most compassionate way to deal with the —
Other Christians argue, however, that every life is worth living, and that it is ?/
judge whether or not a life is worthy. —
i EE

///////

a

\\\\\\

=

v

R§

i
\\\\\\\

Personhood and When Life Begins

»  One of the main issues within abortlon discc ars. - svolves around personho
foetus be considered to be a perscaiil i what- rlghts are they afforded? ,
.
»  Within Islam, there are d#{% 1no 7ows about when a foetus attains personh¢
ensoulment hapne » o1 oi two different stages of pregnancy, at which p¢
hve 14 oal. Before this point, abortion would be considered tc |
$1t, abortion would not ever be considered to be allowable.
wo different stages of pregnancy within Islam which consider ens
either at 40 days following conception or at 120 days, depending on their sci
interpretation.
»  Many Christians believe that life begins at conception due to biblical teachin
individual within the womb. Therefore, based on this teaching many Christ:
they would view the foetus as a person, and, therefore, would equate the abo
allowed within the Ten Commandments.

\\\\

E

Christian Arguments against Abortion

»  The Catholic Church does not permit or accept the practice of abortion regar
emphasises the importance of every life. In an encyclical entitled Humanae v
condemned the use of contraception for Catholics and asserted the teaching
within the Catholic Church that abortion is wrong. Within Catholic
teaching, abortion for any reason (even an extreme medical condition such
as an ectopic pregnancy which will result in the death of both the foetus and
the mother) is not allowed. For Catholics, sex should always be open to the
possibility of children within the context of a heterosexual marriage. Childs¢
gift from God. Catholics believe that life begins from the very moment of co
termination would constitute the ending of a life. Therefore, to end a pregn:
Methods of contraception such as the morning after pill are considered by s¢
abortion as they allow conception but do not allow the egg to implant.

»  Some Christians might argue that life begins at conception, meaning a
that from the very moment the first few cells are for: © in the
process of conception, there is a life which is ;or sic & 2d 4 person with COPYRIGHT
the rights attributed. Therefore, en”*n * e. ot that person would PROTECTED
then be considered to be mu e . ‘115 against the teachings of
Christianity in the T » L v .adments.

> . kca. v o 2about the value of children, leading many

W oM 2y emphasis on the importance of loving children.

willans would argue that God intentionally creates life as i

descrlbed within the Bible (Psalm 139). Only God, according to 9

Christians, has the power to give and take life and, therefore, it is immoral {¢ 09

another being - even if that being is a foetus - as this would violate the sanc! )

\7

Fducation
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Christian Arguments for Allowing Abortion

»  Some Christians might consider abortion to be the lesser of two evils in som

»  The official position of the Church of England is similar to this as they state | v
i
.

i
combines strong opposition to abortion with a recognition that there can be — stric s

. . . . ) 3 //

which it may be morally preferable to any available alternative.” (The Church of /
an example of Christian use of situation ethics. .
»  Some Christians might argue that abortion is a preferable option in the insta
might be in danger, such as the instance of an ectopic pregnancy. A full-terix
cannot be successful and will result in the death of both mother and baby, s »
abortion can be acceptable here as it saves the life of the mother. —
The Catholic Church does not permit or accept the practice of abortion regar |

Some Christians might not believe that life begins a* . - -eption so they wou
person. Therefore, they would not consider - Lo ?i(f;; o be murder.
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. /////////////%

Non-religious Respor-rs~ =~
»  Some non-religinn | > Jle ,w]lgﬁt disagree with abortion for personal reason: e
” - .

think or ' 1..s'immoral because it ends the life of a human being.

) cel that due to the high level of stress and change that a pregn:
life of, the mother, it should be a choice left up to the mother alone to decid.
pregnancy.

»  Many people also would argue that those who do not yet feel ready to have ¢

unwanted children into the world - they might argue that it is crueller to bri

have the child grow up in an unhappy environment than to abort the child a:

SPUC (Society for the Protection of Unborn Children) is an organisation no}

religious faith. It bases its viewpoint regarding abortion on the following pii

e ‘it iswrong to kill innocent human beings e children deserve speciu

A7

e  everyone should be treated equally e  the weakest in society |

e  qall human beings are people with rights

Many non-religious people feel that abortion is permissible within many circ

instance of rape or incest.

»  Some non-religious people might consider abortion on the grounds of qualits
example, should a baby be diagnosed within the womb as having a significan
significantly decrease their quality of life, then some might view it as kinder

A7

//) Student Checklist

No Idea | Nearly | Sure
What do I know? ® @

I understand the concept of e 1 ke COPYRIGHT
sanctity of life. (e ’ PROTECTED

[ understand the concept 7/ :
quality of life

9

[ understand Christian arguments
for allowing abortion.

Education

[ understand non-religious
arguments against abortion.

[ understand non-religious
arguments for allowing abortion.
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/ Practice Questions

Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢ %///
1. Which of the following terms refers to the termination of a pregnancy? /%////////
A iuthan;s;a %
B ssiste in y
C Abortion e /////////gé?é
D IVFE e

\
e

5

e

%%%

o

2. Which of the following is a branch of Christianit -+ ' ‘h onsiders abortion ¢

.

A Catholicism . =

B  The Church of England . . - 1 g s
c G

D

\\\\\\\\\\\\

L
s

E

Pentecostalism . . = .~
Pross@in. « . -

3. Which réfligious organisation considers abortion allowable in some instances
A  Church of Scotland
B Orthodox
C Baptists
D Church of England

4. Which of the following is a Bible verse commonly used to argue against aboit
A  Psalm139:13
B John 3:16
C Genesis 1:27
D Revelation 4:4

5. Give one reason Christians may oppose abortion.

6. Explain two beliefs of the Catholic Church regarding abortion.
Your response must refer to at least one religion.

7. Explain two different viewpoints on abortion.
In your response you must refer to sacred writings or another source of relig

8. ‘The Church should hold that abortion is always wrong a:d should never be §
Evaluate this statement, and in your answer: . COPYRIGHT
o  give reasoned arguments in supnot f1icicea
o give reasoned arguments . v it @ s.dea PROTECTED
o  refer toreligious ¥ > = in‘s ‘
o referggancr v L. 1sviewpoints
o I 1S, i.ed conclusion

9

Education
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Euthanasia

G Keywords

p
Active euthanasia The giving of drugs to end an individual’s life ai
Assisted dying The act of helping another person to end their |
Dignitas A Swiss organisation that advocates dignified d¢

euthanasia

Dignity Honour or respect, which some argue the right ¢
End of life care Care centred on the all= .. ion of pain in the en:

e,

© O O ©°

attempting to cuue it v
. W . .
Involuntary euthanasia Wher - ° 'nc .ifeis ended without their con¢
e w7 uext of kin.

Mercy killing ¢ udhe idea of ending a person’s life out of mercy a:

Palligeihca « " The care provided for those approaching the en¢

Pass! \hanasia The stopping of medication which is keeping a &

Right '. This is the idea that the individual should have
they die.

Sanctity of life The idea that life is sacred and should be protect

Quality of life The idea that life should have a certain level of ¢

@ Overview

>

Euthanasia means the ending of one’s life, possibly with the help of another

or a family member. It can also be termed as mercy killing, or in some cases
sought after by those with a health condition which will not improve or will ¢
seeks the right to end their life without undergoing the suffering which the ¢
There is a variety of different types of euthanasia, including active, passive, 1
euthanasia.

Euthanasia is currently illegal within the United Kingdom following the Suic:
someone’s life in any capacity within the United Kingdom is illegal. Some Bx
own life have travelled to clinics in Switzerland, such as Dignitas, where euth
In the United Kingdom as well as elsewhere in the world, doctors will take ti
permitted to practise medicine. This involves a doctor vowing to ‘give no de:
asked, nor suggest such counsel’, which the practice of euthanasia would be i
concept within medicine of care of life and doing no harm above all else cont
euthanasia in the view of some.

Some Christians oppose the practice of euthanasia f . & ariety of reasons,
it. =P

There is also a variety of non-religic ..« psand other religious groups wh
euthanasia. *

Revision Summaries for GCSE AQA A: Component 2: Theme B: Religion and Life  Page 22 of 42

-
g

—
////////////
Yy

@

<

v

&

i
B

-

.

L
s

E

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

Education




% Key Points

The Right to Die

»  Theidea of the right to die is at the centre of the debate around euthanasia.
individual has the right to choose how and when they die. It is usually a dis¢
context of those who are suffering from extreme levels of pain or are facing «
deteriorate and there is no cure.

»  Many feel that they do not want to die in a painful way, or deteriorate to the
control over their bodies or are reliant on others. They do not wish tobea b

»  Some people contend that individual human beings have the right to die, as |
have autonomy over our own bodies and be able to make choices about what
»  Some people apply the logic that we put animals who 2+« suffering down. If |

they are considered to have a low quality of 1;*;( 4 e ping them alive is ¢
be applied to human beings. ; P :
3 i ‘\t; o i

Types of Euthanasi- ML

L | This is committing suicide with the help of anot!
sted suicide | friend, who could source the drugs necessary for
themselves will take the drug to end their life.

This is when an individual requests to be euthan

pountaryentindad L £ Lt drugs themselves.

This is when an individual is unable to request t!
they are in a state in which this is not possible; i
vegetative state (PVS) or a coma. In this instanc
the decision.

Non-voluntary euthanasia

This is where someone administers a drug which

Active euthanasia 1
at their request.

This is the removal of medication or necessary &

Passive euthanasia . o .
keeping someone alive in order for them to die.

This is when medication may have the effect of &
Double effect | lifespan, but is prescribed by a doctor in order to
pain.

This is a declaration made by an individual that
Do not resuscitate | position in which they are dying quickly (e.g. a st
they are not to be resuscitated.

Sanctity of Life vs Quality of Life

»  These are two terms which are usually involved within debates about ("
euthanasia.
»  Sanctity of life is the idea that life is sacred and i 'y © n 1> human
beings as a gift from God. The account »{ <rc at*5..un Genesis states
that humans are made in the ir , < ot .. and, therefore, are given
special status. Human " beli ved to have inherent dignity and
importanceand o .. v 1d Lot be taken lightly.
1, ortance lies not with the sanctity of life, but with
o life. This means that the emphasis is on the quality of

life the individual is living and whether or not they are living a good
life. Some would argue that those who live in a PVS (persistent
vegetative state) would not have any quality of life. They would not be able t
experience relationships. Those confined to their bed — who are paralysed, {«
limited existence and are reliant on others for their care. Some people argue
life and, on this basis, those who suffer in this way should be allowed to end
For some, mainly those who embrace religions such as Christianity, Judaism
be sacred. This means holy. It has been created by God and it is not the plac
and take life.

Y
ze|
o
Q
1%2]
[}

A\ 74
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Christian Responses
»  There is some divided opinion among Christians regarding the issue of euth:

N

»  Many Christians oppose the practice of euthanasia. Thisis —
for a variety of reasons. Many Christians believe in the e
sanctity of life and so for this reason would oppose the @’ y. ///
practice of euthanising individuals. 4 . ) s

»  Some Christians view killing of any kind as being immoral £ %
and against the teaching in the Ten Commandments of “Thou ) )
shall Eot kill’ in Exodusg20:13. sha /////////gé?é

»  Some Christians believe that suffering, such as the suffering wats pE
endured by those who might wish to be euthanised, can be will E L
considered to be a test sent by God to test human m~ &,1 y o
and faith in God. 0 B % /%

»  Some Christians emphasise biblical * ~« = g, lAch”épeaks A4 %
about helping the vulnerable .. & i~ jethat this is a call to S
care for and improvs . v+ f those who might seek tobe ~ \/

euthanize@at. « . grant them the right to end their life. The argument

love is shared with those who are suffering. These Christians

ick and needy. For this reason, many Christians may lay mor:
end of life care, giving love, understanding and support to those suffering a:
their pain to give them the best experience of life (and death) possible. For ¢
opt to devote their lives to becoming hospice nurses or to volunteer in
hospices in order to help those dying.

»  The Catholic Church has been emphatically opposed to the practice of
euthanasia. They assert that life is sacred from conception until death,
the timing of which should be decided by God rather than human beings.

»  Some Christians might believe some forms of euthanasia, such as
double-effect or passive euthanasia or a DNR, to be acceptable; however, it is
these methods of euthanasia involve death by natural causes in some form, ¢
a substance with the purpose of ending one’s life.

»  Some Christians argue that hope is a key value within the faith. They believe

euthanising an individual you are taking away the hope that humans could ¢

Some Christians, however, believe that euthanasia should be considered acc:

because it could be argued to be the most compassionate way forward. It all¢

by the individual. Jesus emphasises love throughout his teachings, and for t

they should always seek the most loving action. If some Christians view eut!

action in some instances then it could be argued to be justified. It could be ¢

to continually experience extreme suffering.

Some Christians agree with the use of euthanasia, as it alleviates suffering ar

most loving thing to do in some circumstances. For example, the Dutch Prot

Netherlands supports the use of euthanasia in some cases as it can be seen t¢

o . 1 . .
and the methods by which it is administered fO}J : /¢ nas medical develo COPYRIGHT

purpose.
PROTECTED
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Other Responses

»  Some non-religious groups such as humanists support the legalisation of eut

individual should have the right to die on their own terms and in their own v —r
i
.

i
»  Non-religious arguments against euthanasia include things such as the slipp: e
that the practice of euthanasia for certain conditions will lead to it expandin / //
@

which are curable, for example).

» Islamis a faith which does not allow for euthanasia in
most cases, much like Christianity. Within Islamic Nor take li —
| !

thought, life is sacred and holy, created by Allah. /
Qur’an 17:33 specifically prohibits the taking of life p—
unless there is just cause, such as a holy war. Most .
Muslims believe that where possible every effort she: '
be made to save a human life. Allahistheor w10 = -
decides when an individual is to die;;ﬂ . he ‘ore, to make that decision is ‘
There are, as with most othe < ¢ =+, some liberal Muslims who agree witk %//////////////%

»  Some Jews consider 1 . . to be allowable. For example, some Reform . —

B 7 diseases with no cure, it could be an option. Howeve F

| commandment in Exodus not to kill. There is the idea within .

p an ill person alive and, therefore, for this reason, some Jew:

passive euthanasia.

<

v

&

sacred.

i
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/ Student Checklist

v

No Idea | Nearly
What do I know? @ @

[ understand the different types of euthanasia.

[ understand ideas of sanctity of life.

[ understand ideas of quality of life.

[ understand Christian arguments for euthanasia.

[ understand Christian arguments against euthanasi»

e COPYRIGHT
[ understand other viewpoints fqr i b m. s * PROTECTED

I understandggher '~ 1, .1ty against euthanasia.

9
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/ Practice Questions

-
g

=
Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢ ///////////////
-

1. Which of the following is not a type of euthanasia?

Unassisted dying

Active euthanasia —
. . .

Passive euthanasia o

Assisted dying e
.

<

v

oNnw P
&

i
B

o

2. Which of the following is the term for the holv r .¢: 1 o1 human existence?
- .

Quality of life ‘ o

A
B Importance of life . 1 ' e
C
D

s

\\\\\\\\\\\\

L
s

E

¥ 2
A 1

Made in theim- 3 & oo
Sogwsllh 0.1

3. Whicho? efollowing is a Bible verse used to argue against euthanasia?
A Surah17:33
B Exodus 20:13
C Genesis 1:20
D John 3:16

4. Which of the following reasons might a Christian give for allowance of eutha
A Itis cheaper than providing care
B Itisbiblically taught to be the best way
C Itis what some people want and people should be given what they want
D It could be the most compassionate thing to do

5. Give one example of a Christian view on euthanasia.

6. Explain two beliefs on euthanasia, including one religious and one non-religi
Your response must refer to at least one religion.

7. Explain two different religious responses to the issue of euthanasia.
In your response you must refer to sacred writings or another source of relig

8. ‘Euthanasia is immoral as killing is always wrong in relio’ ous views.’

Evaluate this statement, and in your answer: COPYRIGHT
o  give reasoned arguments in supno t fiiciuea

o givereasoned argument< -, « 't hsidea PROTECTED
o referto religiou’ M e ok

O  refouMnc i - Lasviewpoints

O Tl tified conclusion

9

Education
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Life after Death

@ Keywords

-~

Death The cessation of life.

Heaven A realm of the afterlife where believers go to live

Hell A realm of the afterlife where people might go &
from being with God.

Immortality of the soul  The belief that the spiritual part of a human bei;

Jesus The central figure of Ch:it anity; through him {
intoheaven. ..~ =

Purgatory Arealmiciit e . urlite before heaven or hell wh

gt e '~ eutts for their sins in life before entering

Resurrection of t" 2 v "he belief that at the end of time God will resurt

B ~ The value and importance one places on the life
') individual and a collective.

@ Overview

Life after death has been and continues to be a great mystery about which ht
There have been great works of fiction and poetry made about those who hat
waits, if anything, beyond the grave.

Religions too offer an idea about what waits for each individual in the afterli
Islam and Hinduism all proffer their ideas about what happens after the ever
people do not believe in an afterlife, whereas other have their own ideas abot
Within Christianity, there are passages in the Bible which teach about the re.
Christians have different ideas about what they will be like. They also have ¢
destinations of the afterlife depending on denominations.

G‘*@ Key Points

B

»

\7

A\ 74

Yj

‘//7‘

v

The Afterlife in Christianity

Ideas of the afterlife within Christianity are Jesus said to him, .
mostly founded within biblical teaching.
However, there are differentiations between
denominations.

The Bible describes there being both a heaven
and a hell. These are both realms within the afterlife 7 iaven is a place of jo
are united with God. Itis a place of plenty wk v b. | sve.s can spend eternit
Hell is depicted as a place of sufferinc < ¢ r1. ~.t. The Bible uses a lot of fire
This is a realm which is remo: -« t « ™ .i.e presence of God. Some Christians
those who have not »», - = . < lneir sins will be sent to hell to suffer for the
Some Chg o )Qin a literal heaven and a literal hell; that these are li.
will g :n .ve die or after the Day of Judgement. Other Christians beli¢
after @ eaven is just a state of being with God and hell is just a state of |
Many Christians believe that there will be a judgement
of all humanity on the Final Day (the Day of
Judgement) in which those who have believed in God
and Jesus and have tried to live good lives will be
taken to heaven and those who have not will go to hell will &
where they will be punished for their deeds in life.
Some Christians believe that only belief in Jesus can
grant human beings access to heaven in the afterlife.

hte. No one comes to

[Vesus] repliee
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A7

This is because of biblical teachings such as John 14:6. The only way to heav
accepting Jesus as a personal saviour. Not all Christians believe that this is
Catholics believe in a place called purgatory. This is a realm of the afterlife w
before they go to heaven. Here individuals who have committed sins in thei
recompense for their actions before being purified of them and then they ca:
is a Catholic teaching and is not mentioned in the Bible, so it is not believed |
Some Christians believe that people go to a

realm of the afterlife immediately after their
individual deaths, as their spiritual being will
pass on to the realms of purgatory or heaven or \D Do not be aston
hell. This is tied to the idea of the immortality

of the soul - that the soul and the body are coming when all
separate entities. In this school of thought, the L hear Wis vorce an
soul will take part in the afterlife whereas the .. 410 have d y

body will not. g5 ave aone good
Some Christians believe that G-+ ﬂ wirect those who have &
bodies at the end of tirma e Thiz yomt there .
will be judgemer* . 1.1 ﬁoﬂxe Wlll either go to ‘

e ,hdt pomt This is known as

Some C¥iStians believe in both of these ideas \—/
simultaneously. These interpretations are based on biblical passages which |
differently.

This makes human life valuable within Christian thought. Human life is sac:
God. Many Christians believe that they can live without fear, as they can ha\
died they can go to heaven without fear of punishment.

Human life is valuable as humans can serve God while they wait for the after
Some Christians, such as a small number of monks, have chosen to make the
focus on holy things such as the afterlife, which demonstrates the value thes

Non-religious Ideas about the Afterlife

>
>

There is a variety of non-religious ideas about the afterlife.

Some non-religious people do not believe that there is any form of afterlife.
any spiritual facet of humanity that lives beyond the physical life that our b
Therefore, they believe that people should enjoy life as much as possible. Th
anything beyond the physical experience of the world as it is now.

However, some non-religious people have their own ideas about the afterlife an
something more than just the physical world but may not attribute these ideas
This makes human life valuable from both viewpoints as each individual only g
once this is over, there is no more experience. This might spur someone who b
full and enjoy life, while protecting life. This also places a higher emphasis on t!
Many non-religious people do not think that there are spiritual consequence
view life as valuable and see it as wrong to end human life.

Beliefs about the Afterlife in Other F-1.' |

»

\7

There is not one fixed idea of the afterl ‘c wi hi | sudaism, but there is a gen:
Many Jews do believe that thnv . mn i edife and that it will involve being
share this belief. ‘

Within Islam, m=c . C nistianity, there is a clear sense of heaven and he!
and hs fve | 1. commands outlined in the Qur’an will be sent to paradi:
ks within life. Muslims believe that they will wait in the grave
udgement the book of life will be used to judge those destined fo
actions they committed during life.

Religions such as Hinduism have the concept of reincarnation. This is the be
life cycles (samsara). The way in which Hindus act in each life will impact th:
This will affect their rebirth. For example, a person might have a good rebirt
a dung beetle. Life, in this instance, has value as it provides the path to deve
rebirth. Hindus believe that eventually they might achieve ‘moksha’, which i
they achieve a union with God (Brahman). Buddhists have some similar idea
where an individual soul ceases to exist.
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/ Student Checklist

No Idea | Nearly | Sure L
e
g

i
What do I know? W//%
®|©®|© -

-

v

[ understand the concept of life after

o

death. g
¥

I understand Christian ideas of heaven, L 2 %
hell and purgatory. ; F o
& J & / /%

X S _|'" T %/ /%

[ understand the ideas of the A \ K 4
. . - - o
immortality of thesouland the .~ = |~ %//////////////%/
. ¥ i -
resurrection of thebody . = = S

.

I understand non-religious views about
life after death.

I understand how these ideas about the
afterlife impact ideas of the value of
human life.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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/ Practice Questions

Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢

1. What is the term for the realm of the afterlife where individuals go to be with
A Hell

B  Purgatory
C Barzakh
D Heaven

2. What is the term for the realm of the afterlife fa- ;' = it 2in the Catholic Cht

-

A Purgatory o
B Hell i 4 Jus
C Paradise S5 ’ﬁﬁ;f 7
D H ' B
3. Whati erm for the life cycle in Hinduism?
A Karma
B Barzakh
C Samsara
D Nirvana

4. Which of the following Bible verses is used to posit the idea that only Jesus ¢

A John 1:47
B John 14:6
C John 5:28-29
D John4:18

5. Give one non-religious viewpoints about life after death.

6. Explain two different religious beliefs regarding the end of life.
Your response must refer to at least one religion.

7. Explain two religious beliefs about the afterlife.
In your response you must refer to sacred writings or another source of relig

8. ‘Belief in life after death gives value to human lif ..

Evaluate this statement, and in your ar v ar.

o  givereasoned argument< . s n roor thisidea
give reasoned avo .1 . - - guinst this idea
refecgare’’ '« 1 o wpoints
' 101 -religious viewpoints

Ie

o

o O O
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Answers

/ Origin of the Universe

Multiple-choice: Correct answers in order: (d), (c), (c), (c) (1 mark each for a total of 4 2

5.

1 mark for any correct point.

e  That the account of Genesis is a literal account and God created the world in si
facet of the world culminating in the creation of animals and humanity on the |

e  That the creation story can be interpreted metaphorically, aligning the accoun
both the Big Bang theory and evolution to fit well in explaining how God creat¢

2 marks per point for a total of 4 marks: e V‘ j

Simple explanation = 1 mark 3 e

Detailed explanation = 2 marks g ’ A

Students may incluc» i 0.~ ving:

® St Ny ssnould include that creationists have a literalist viewpoint of ¢
interpretation of the story of the origin of the universe as recorded wit

e Th

e  Young Earth Creationists believe that the world was created in six days accordii
They believe that the world was created exactly as described in Genesis.

e divided into two groups: Young Earth Creationists, and Old Earth !

e  This view would date the world as being only a few thousand years old, while ¢.
world as being billions of years old.

e  (Old Earth Creationists believe that the world was created by God according to |
Hebrew word used within the original text is ‘yom’, which they argue means ag

e  They would then argue that God created the world in stages as described in Ge:
days, rather six ages. This would make the world older.

e  Some creationists attempt to justify their ideas with a new form of science kno

Marked as the four-mark question, plus 1 mark for naming a relevant reference to st
further mark for applying this to the question, for an overall total of 6 marks:

Students might include the points below, but any relevant points can be included:

e  Many religious peoples have responded to the scientific community regarding
the universe; for example, the Big Bang theory.

e  Some Christians who hold a literalist view of the creationist story completely i«
the evidence for this is either incorrect or a test of faith.

e  Some Christians who hold a metaphorical or symbolic view of the creationist &
the Big Bang, with some even arguing that it supports the Christian idea of thy
supporting the idea that the universe originated from one singular event.

e  Some Christians posit the idea of irreducible complexity in order to argue agai
Bang was a random event. This is the idea that the wov!¢ is so intricate and m\
occurred by chance; therefore, in their view it wo ! .ak  sense that an event
well be true, but that it might have been zat sed . js0d.
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.





