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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource contains 40 starters and plenaries which cover all topics of the AS and A Level Philosophy
of Religion papers for Edexcel, first examination 2017/8.

The activities are intended to help students develop abilities across the full range of assessment criteria.
The activities follow the specification order and give the teacher a clearly defined structure to work from.

The starter activities offer a way to grab the students” attention prior to learning the core information of the
specification. The plenaries help to challenge the students, testing their understanding. While each activity
is specified as either a starter or a plenary in the resource, these are adaptable to the teacher’s needs.

The wide range of activities helps to stimulate each student’s interest by offering fresh and enjoyable
methods of learning. The activities help to promote discussion, explanation, application and critical
thinking skills, meaning that each student can learn to deeply analyse the information that they have
been taught, which gives them a solid foundation from which to work for the following lessons. The
activities target each type of learner, enabling every student to benefit from this resource.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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This table will enable you to pick and choose starters or plenaries relevan
are teaching. While each activity has been selected as either a starter or
that many starter and plenary tasks may be interchangeable depending
the specification. Some may not work so well as a starter or a plenary. I

Edexcel Specification Cross-refe

when to use each task.

Area

Topic

Activity

Design

.| rhe challenge of David Hume

Rationalism v
The w-

mnes

s empiricism

, of analogy

(fc;smological

The teleological argument
Necessary or not?
Critics of Aquinas

Ontological

The ontological argument
Playing the fool

The nature of

William James and the varieties o
religious experience

Problems of
evil and
suffering

religious Conversions
The nature and . . .
} experience Mystical experiences
influence of Orioi
o rigins...
religious
experience | The influence of
P . Credulous?
religious .
) Freud on religion

experience
The problem of The purpose of suffering

evil and suffering

Evidential problems

Theodicies and
solutions

Teo d,

The Fall- + . d after

£uCEss theodicy

Religious
language

Ahalogy and
symbol

Using language

The via negativa or apophatic wa
The cataphatic way

Decoding symbols

Defined by symbols

Verification and
falsification

Verity me!

Limitations of the verification
principle

Hare’s bliks

Joining the falsification symposium
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Area Topic Activity

A language game

Relioi
SUBlous Language games | Decoding a text
language e
Writing an essay

Context to

critiques of

religious belief Feuerbach

and points for
Works of di .

iscussion

scholars ——

Comparison o

ﬁadio debate

Russ~!
Views about life
fter death acr .
an et Ceati 0SS ife after death
religious
traditions
Influences of . .
Points for Do we need a separate mind?
developments | . . . .
. . discussion about | Tweeting the ancients
in religious : ; . .
belief life after death Contrasting dualism and monism

Hume on miracles
The challenge of evolution
Images of creation

Religion and
science debates
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Despite being Plato’s student, Aristotle disagreed with Plato’s way of seei

Their differing perspectives can effectively be seen as

epistemological schools of thought, rationalism and empiricism. Epistem

can know things.

The following terms are all important in our philosophical attempts to une

Sort them into the column that they would normally
counterpart term from the other school of the i

the starting points o

- issociated with a

a priori

redason

sense experience

inductive

.-\~:6nﬁngent truth .
redsoning

deductive
redsoning

Then define each term to show your understanding (one has been done fo

Rationalism (Plato)

Term — reason
Definition — The ability of our conscious mind to
think, understand and form logical judgements.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

#nool of thought can be used to work out how many side

) Which school of thought can be used to work out if it is raining ¢

Jog
Education
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Label the features of both the watch and the stone.

How did William Paley try to use them to argue the existence of :

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Starters and Plenaries for Edexcel A Level Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion Page 5 of




An analogy is a comparison between things for the purpose of explanati

Analogies can be a useful way of thinking about a subject; however, they
alternative interpretation. Explain how each of the following analogies c
column, and how it doesn’t work, or is misleading or wrong, in the othe

How it works Analogy

“A woman needs a man like a

fish needs a bicycle

He had a voice like velvet

He is my rock

COPYRIGHT
: . like'a box of chocolates PROTECTED

y ag

Education
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William Paley likened the world to a watch, suggesting it was put togethe

More than 20 years before Paley’s Natural Theology in 1802, David Hume h
Paley’s arguments in Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, published in 1

Your task is to explain three of Hume's criticisms of analogies. Hints have

you started.

Effects from causes Randomness

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

v ag

ation

Educ

) Have a think about which you think is the best criticism and wh
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In the fifth of his five ways, Thomas Aquinas uses the analogy of an arch
an unintelligent object that is following natural laws towards an end goa
is given by the intelligent agent, the archer. Everything in the natural wo
directed. This analogy is meant to demonstrate that everything in the nat

The picture below shows a plant. This plant is unintelligent yet has a pur

e de Liree .

Setanum wibergsum L.

What is the purpose of this | How does it contribute to the
part? overall purpose of the plant?
' COPYRIGHT
A PROTECTED
B
C
b .
Education
E
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Aquinas’ third way was based on God being necessary. This means God
be any other way. Necessary things are essential and cannot not be the c

The following table contains many examples of causes and effects. Your
cause is necessary or not for the effect. This is using the philosophical de

Cause Effect Necessary?

Revise hard for A
Levels

The Sun produces Life on Earth may
light exist

Work long hours Make lots of money

God The universe exists

Buy a lottery ticket Win the lottery

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

|

L ¢h a controversial or difficult cause to d

) Extension: Wk~
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,{::]’ Draw a diagram showing the concept of ‘infinite regression’.

s~ solution.

Bertrand Russell made some pointed comments about the argument fro

) He referred to a ‘failure of the imagination’. What things in sci
imagine or understand?

) The universe is a ‘brute fact’. Do you think it is pointless to ask
universe? Explain your answer.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Jog
Education
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6ctlwty 8 - The ontological ar

Summarise this student essay in five points:

The ontological argument is an 'a priori' and a deductive argument, meaning
experiences and that if the premises are true then the conclusion must be tru
analytical one, whereby its truth or falsity is given by the definition of the ter
logic. Usually a priori arguments do not give meaningful information about th

St Anselm put forward two arguments both linked by his definition of God — ‘th
be conceived’ which means that it is actually impossible *0- 1 < of anything grea
argument goes tlx\at God. is the greatest poss:ble’ Ioe ne &m exist in the mi

1 otherwise they would not be able to deny his existence. Th
argument A ut forward was saying that it was impossible to conceive of a
necessary being, which is greater than a being coming and going out of existence.

Descartes argued that the one thing he could be sure of was that he existed (c
could be a lie or a trick — the people and things around him could be an illusi
sight and smell could be a trick — but he believed that his own thoughts cann
argument is similar to Anselm’s but he focuses on God. as the supremely perfe
exist, because for Descartes anything perfect must exist, for existence is perfec
exist would by definition not be perfect. He, like Anselm, argued that it is mo
imaginary; therefore, existence must be a predicate of a supremely perfect bei
argument as a statement of the way things are.

A monk who worked alongside Anselm, Gaunilo, rejected Anselm's theory and
of ‘the fool'. Gaunilo suggests that if the ontological argument is to work then
apart from God. He uses the example of a perfect island to demonstrate that,
imagine this perfect island with perfect views and fruits, it doesn't mean that
anywhere except in our heads. However, Anselm replied to Gaunilo’s objection
island is not necessary, which means that it is not reliant upon something else
it is instead contingent. For him, to argue that an island has to be in existenc
except God is contingent. The second argument Anselm uses against Gaunilo is
possess maximal properties — it can always be better, the fruit can always be
Whereas God possesses the maximum qualities; he is perfect.

< of the ontological a

Immanuel Kant is by far one of the most influer .
_, vecause Kant pointed out tha

makes (s that ‘existence’ is not a real wec’

provide insight and extra, use" Linfe Lon about the subject. For example,

and omniscient our bk + dod expands so we have a greater understa

. Kant argues, existence is not a real predicate, becau
g to what God is — it does not make him any ‘greater’ or °
Descartes both claim.

all-knowin §

more under?

The philosopher Karl Barth suggested that for those with faith the ontological a
backing it up. Because, like Anselm, you can argue that existence is a predicate,
than to not exist; therefore, God must exist. Which if you believe in God is logica
existence does not provide any understanding to what or who God is, unlike say

Extension — How would you extend the section on Kant?

Starters and Plenaries for Edexcel A Level Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion Page 11 of
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Gaunilo’s criticisms of Anselm were written ‘in defence of the fool’. In it
he argued that there could be a perfect island.

Your task is to describe three perfect things:
e the perfect partner,
e the perfect day,
¢ and the perfect meal.

in your mind?

) Do any of these exist in reality or are "..¢ 7.

Y4

N/

y ag

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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James suggested in his work The Varieties of Religious Experience that in or
classified as religious, there were four qualities it needed. Complete the
religious experiences. (Note: James’ definitions may be different to the w
context.)

Quality : Definition

Noetic

The experience is short-term but has long-term co
that had the experience.

Passive

AR
,;ﬁ& Now write four sentences, each using one of the terms in an ev
understand what they mean.

Starters and Plenaries for Edexcel A Level Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
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The names of some very famous or influential people were changed to r
lives. Fill in the table. Try to work out why their names changed.

Before After

Michael King Jr y

Cassius Clay

Stefani Germanotta

Bruce Jenner

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Who is the odd one out? . Qg
Education
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A mystical experience is one where a person believes they have personall
but also immanent, reality. Below are three examples.

Exodus 3:1-15 — Moses at the St Teresa

Burning Bush

"Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-
law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he Ied his - Io -
beyond the wilderness, and came j;
mountain of God. 2There t*.:
appec:red to him ir. ¢

“tine LOI’d
sirire out of a
; bush was blazing, yet
med. 3Then Moses said, ‘l must
Wd look at this great sight, and see
why the bush is not burned up.’ “When the Lord
saw that he had turned aside to see, God
called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’
And he said, ‘Here | am.” 5Then he said, ‘Come
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet,
for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground.” ¢He said further, ‘I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face,
for he was afraid to look at God.

at the point th
He appeared
times info my h
entrails; when
draw them out i
fire with a gre
so great, that

surpassing wa
excessive pain
of it...

with both a p

St Bernadette of Lourdes physiological
instead of a
Bernadette was the asthmatic eldest child of a
miller. They were incredibly poor. On the 11 Moses
of February 1858 she was collecting wood
with her sisters and she had a vision.

She was barefoot to avoid getting her socks

wet as she crossed a stream and heard a noise
like a gust of wind. She looked towards what is
now called the grotto and said she ‘saw a lady
dressed in white, she wore a white dress, ¢n
equally white veil, a blue belt and Ay o
rose on each foot’.
The oppdrmon van's'“ -

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Teresa

did not believe her at first, she kept claiming
more visions, and by the vision of the 23rd
February, more than 150 people believed her.

Bernadette

Education
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The following five world religions are based on religious experiences:

Sikhism — Guru Nanak Dev Ji

Islam — Muhammad

Christianity - Jesus’ disciples and Saul/Paul

Buddhism — Siddhartha Gautama / the Buddha

Judaism — Abraham

) What were those experiences?

) Why did people believe each of them?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education
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Apollo 11 - The Moon Landing
In 1969, the United States of America through its space agency, NASA, la
containing a lunar lander and three astronauts. These brave souls travell
space to the Moon (and then back again!) over the course of 8 days, 3 hou
involved with the flight have described in great detail the events of the m
for the future. All three were decorated veterans in the US military.

However, some people have claimed it was all a hoax. They have claime
mission to have been performed and it was probably done on a film set.
of the things published:
e The stars do not seem to appear in the photos.
e Crosshairs on the photos are sometimes in the wrong place.
e Artificial lights must have been used on the set as the shadows’ an
colour, are not correct.
e Van Allen radiation belt and deep space radiation should have kil
left Earth’s orbit.
e The flag the astronauts placed on the Moon fluttered. There are n
e The lunar modules did not scatter the dust or le> ‘e blast marks.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

There are many others...

Why7 (Make sure you consider the peo
nd their responsibilities.)

Who sould l:f i
theg o

Education
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Freud believed that religion was holding society back,
effectively keeping it in childhood. When humans have
helplessness or guilt, they often look for God as a source
of security (and for forgiveness if they have been bad).

He was expanding on Feuerbach’s ideas of wish
fulfilment and the projection of the unconscious mind.

His prehistorical ideas of the origins of religic .

women. They k1ll h no Mggle w1th each other for
dominanc i i, any of them taking his power. Freud ‘
believed th b.tration and guilt caused religion to rise. ~ "8

Freud believed that religious experiences could well be hallucinations ca

desires.

) How does Freud’s view suggest that religious experiences are n
existence of God?

) How does Richard Dawkins’ view link to that of Sigmund Freu

Starters and Plenaries for Edexcel A Level Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion Page 18 o
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All human beings suffer in their lives to some extent. The examples of su
should be cut off and arranged in order on the diamond with the examp
top and the example with the least suffering at the bottom. You are likel

classmates in this subjective activity.

J Is the suffering worthwhile?

) Write down what benefits might be gained from the suffering.

Being gassed
: A child "8 A stud
ing a . with your . .
starving to . revising
marathon family for
death . . Level
being Jewish
Bein
Being ,_oemB A child
. . imprisoned . . A hero
imprisoned for burning their .
our political because you hand on a hot addict cra
yourp killed their nex
views pan
someone

Starters and Plenaries for Edexcel A Level Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
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The problem of evil has two forms:

1. Thelogical problem of evil
Usually expressed in the form of the Inconsistent Triad:
i.  God is omnipotent
ii. God is omnibenevolent
iii. Evil exists

Evil does exist, so it is assumed that one ¢ . i ‘ers cannot be true,

powerful or not all-good. This le

2. The evidential problem of evil
Best expressed in this format:

Using words, explain how the images are related to the evidenti
type of reasoning is being used and how it fits this expression.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education
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a«:ﬂwty 18 - The Fall: before ar

Augustine’s teaching on evil and suffering stems from his understanding
humanity in Genesis chapters 2 and 3. He sees this story, which he read lit

Read through all the text and any notes you might have before answering

Before the Fall:

Genesis 2: 1> ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden o
16And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may fre~!: eat of every tre
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall - 'm *‘or in the day th¢
18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good thidt hesvia éhould be alone; | wi
partner.’” 1°So out of the ground t. .« rd “¢d formed every animal of the
and brought them 'ro the r: sc = what he would call them; and whateve
creature, 'rhct Z.the man gave names to all cattle, and to the
animal of ¢ r ’rhe man there was not found a helper as his par
wife were i} ked, and were not ashamed.’

) Write down three attributes that humanity possesses in Eden.

The Fall:

Genesis 3: “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes o
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time ¢
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among
the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?' '9He sa
the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.’

Which attribute are the man and woman exercising here?

After the Fall:
Now read Genesis 3:16—23

) What has changed from humanity’s perfect st=* ?

Starters and Plenaries for Edexcel A Level Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion Page 21 of &
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Assess this response to the question:

‘Assess the strengths and weaknesses of two theodicies.’

One possible solution to the problem of evil is the Augustinian theodicy. Devel
deals with the origins of evil with scriptural reference to Genesis 2 and 3. It
term ‘absence of good’ (privatio boni). Augustine theorised that God created

his image and likeness, as recounted in Genesis 2. W'..» * 4. m and Eve are t

from the Tree of Knowledge, they have cov. w7 cabominable sin which

Augustine has humanity payi inal sin’ because they are of ‘Ada
majorly succeeds is thot . attempt to address the origins of sin

accepted th e

However, the Augustinian theodicy has highly critiqued faults. In punishing th
misguided actions of two people, God’s omnibenevolence is put into question.
reaction. Augustine might reply by arguing that this is now irrelevant as God
dying on the cross, cancelling out the ervatic behaviour of the earlier God. An
made the world perfect, why did evil exist in the Garden at all? Augustine co
an example of privatio boni. Arguably, the biggest flaw is the theodicy's relia
modern science has now found many alternative theories regarding the creat

considered outdated. Augustine unfortunately has little in his favour on this p

In my opinion, lrenaean theodicy is the strongest theodicy as proof of the exi

suffering. Irenaeus argues for suffering having a positive purpose defined by G
purpose (Augustinian) or its just being a by-product (process theodicy). The s
constructive to the purity of their soul in heaven or hell. Although it is heavil
afterlife, it is not so scripture bound, making it easier for agnostics to accept
explain the origins of suffering; the underlying fact is that suffering does exis
it. This can be unsatisfactory.

The other main issue is that of irvelevant suffering; for example, that of natu

there is no ‘lesson’ for the victim. However, if you believe /.. in afterlife, the s

COPYRIGHT
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S

&2 77 Make a list of the attributes of the God of classical theism (one

theology on the same thing.

Description Term P

COPYRIGHT
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. _z¢ss theology worth worshipping?
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Thomas Aquinas said there were three types of significant language: uni

ﬁ\b In the table below, decide whether the word is univocal (consis
meaning) or equivocal (used in more than one entirely differen
meaning(s).

Word Type

nail

season

cat

bow

COPYRIGHT
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) Extension: Why did Aquinas reject both univocal language and e
talking about God?
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acnwty 22 _ The via hegativa or ap

Saying something without speaking can be tricky. We’ve all tried to avoi
want to or tried to discuss something without others listening in.

You will each in turn draw out a concept from the hat. You have to get y
word without using the word OR any other words mentioned on the pie
gestures or non-English versions of words and no pointing to anything o
has been guessed, the next person in your team (going clockw1se) takes

six words wins.

Resurrection

birth, death, crucifixion, Lazarus, Jes

rb"ic‘id‘en words —

Eternal

Other forbidden words —immortal, mortal, everlastin

Other forbidden words — body, dualism, materialism, imm

Other forbidden words - right, wrong, lie, untrue, co

Other forbidden words — Plato, Aristotle, soul, re

Other forbidden words - Ep]r T ; - stzsche, Mackie, Augustine,
: ~.avsence, privatio boni, Hitler

Starters and Plenaries for Edexcel A Level Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
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Thomas Aquinas suggests we can know about God through the use of

) Write down four of your own analogies in the boxes provided.
you get started.

) Atthe end, decide which analogy from your class is the most e

The Sun—Full “ W ;aich and
@  suslight.

anishes darkness.

Essential for life on Earth.
Incredibly powerful.

4

- /
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) Do any of them have more than one meaning or a contentiou

) Pick two of the symbols that Tillich could use in his theory of pa




;;éb Now try yourself. Pick up to five symbols and draw them belo
They might include: clothing brands, sports teams, pastimes or g

logos.

) Are symbols a good way of defining or descriti 1g things? Wha
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Logical positivism tries to specify the conditions under which a propositi
speaking world, this was popularised by A J Ayer.

Using Kant’s definitions of propositions, there are two types of meaning,
principle:

« Analytic propositions: statements whose truth or falsehood is de
the words in the statement such as definitions and truths of mat

because they are solely about langua
equals 4.

» Synthetic propomt

sciencegAl' - al’ knowledge is empirical knowledge. An

wH

All other statéments are meaningless.

) Consider the following 10 sentences. Are they meaningful or m

God exists.

God does not exist.

Christians believe that Jesus died for their sins.
Jesus had a beard.

Jesus physically rose from the dead.

Dave believes in God.

All Christians wear crosses.

All emeralds are green.

Jesus died for the sins of humankind.

10. Human activity is causing climate change.
11. Murder is wrong,.

XN =

) What do you notice about the statements regarding religion?

COPYRIGHT
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These statements all convey some knowledge.

1. The sum of 2 and 2 equals 4.
Mark Rothko lets us understand and feel what it is like to be
‘red” artwork.

3. Alexander the Great was an amazing general who founded 7
in battle.

4. Stealing is wrong.

5. The Earth orbits the Sun.

6. If a country experiences 2 .. -

k ;‘:}iféa;hlngful by the verification principle?

) Does that mean the others are useless and should be discarded?

) How might each of these statements be useful?
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Read through R M Hare’s ‘Parable of the paranoid man’.

A certain lunatic is convinced that all dons want to murder him. His friends introdu
respectable dons that they can find, and after each of them has retired, they say
murder you; he spoke to you in a most cordial manner; surely you are convinced

but that was only his diabolical cunning; he's really plotting against me the whole
it, | tell you."' However many kindly dons are produced, the reaction is still the sam

(R M Hare in Flew ar+ Macintyre (eds), N

This was a response to Anthony Flew’s 1 * i |
the jungle. L

w Hare is rejecting Flew’s cognitivism.

) Do you think Hare is proposing a non-cognitive viewpoint?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

y ag

Education

Starters and Plenaries for Edexcel A Level Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion Page 31 of



Anthony Flew, Richard Hare and Basil Mitchell all used parables in ord
points on whether talking about God was meaningful in any way.

f‘iﬁj Using at least one of the following four pictures, construct you
position of Thomas Aquinas on theological language.
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actwny 30 - A language ga

As a swing bowler, | mostly try to get the ball to move away from the batsman
shining the ball to create the desired swing. My main method of taking wickets
edges to the wicketkeeper or slips and gully fielders but | have a fielder place
bat-pad catches and a long leg for when the batsman mistimes a hook from a

swing, | find my faster balls can get the batsman trapped leg before wicket or

icket, the above

If you are reading this and don’t know anything abo:* - .
A t or have a specific

all. The text is full of words that are speciﬁg tc

around in a horizontal motion.
e Caught, leg before wicket and bowled are some of the ways a bats

A full explanation could take some time...

For Wittgenstein, a language game is the use of certain words and phrase

particular context, like short leg in the cricket example above. In order to

rules. Language games are useful for describing ideas quickly.

/ 4{3 Your task is to write about a game, sport, pastime or other activit
description with as many technical words as you can. You will th
will read it and ask you to explain the technical words or words

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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There are at least nine keywords or specialist terms from the course in th
work. Language has meaning, but sometimes it needs to be explained for
meaning of a sentence. Find the terms and explain them so a beginner mi
first example is found for you.

-

Evil can be viewed as the absence of good or the product of misguided human
which is suffering. Suffering is a type of physical or mental degradation that a
endure. The problem of evil postulates that if there ic 2 50 .
and omniscient, such suffering should not exist, T' it is 5 ysical proof of the ex
using this reasoning one is forced to cor, b hu od does not exist. This arg
inconsistent triad and it is one i ure forced to face.

-

Example: Evil
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acﬂwty 32 - Writing an es

Below you will see the start of an answer to the question
‘Assess the strengths and weaknesses of Wittgenstein’s language game

) Read it through and assess it using the exam board marking crit

During the later period of his life Ludwig Wittganstein worked on a philosophi
as ‘language games’, rejecting the idea that language is in some way separate,

and arguing concepts do not need to be clearly defined *~ " meaningful. ‘Lan,
that language has particular meaning w:thmls‘er al contexts, similarly
different rules (hence language gawxes\ j the way in which a state

£y Wlttgamstems famous example wa
-~ vaies of the language games this is because a

according to the context in whic’
could not understand i*

at allows us, as humanity, to understand each ot

Wittganstein’s concept of language games allows the discussion of ideas that a
verifiable; for example, love and the meaning of life. This can be seen as positi
there is the complexity of humanity, as we can understand each other when
actually been defined or stated true. However, logical positivists, such as Ayer,
theory of meaning, contrary to Wittganstein’s ‘meaning in use’, state that lan,
confined to discussing what is within human experience. This contradicts Witt,
argues that once we step beyond the realms of what we can experience, then
this understanding one could infer that the meanings of life and love are nons
cannot be proved. Wittgenstein subsequently attacked the logical positivists’ a
rule out language that couldn’t be true or false, and as we talk about things t
can view Wittgenstein’s argument as having significance.

Another possible strength of Wittganstein’s concept is that, through his reflect
Wittganstein came to the conclusion that scientific claims cannot be likened to
they are not part of the same language game. Therefore, to directly compare
as if they were part of the same game would be to have a complete misunder
religious language. Subsequently this eradicates competition between religious
they are no longer in conflict over the same theories; both are completely irre

On the other hand, by making religion irrelevant as a thecv : in conflict to sci
religious believers. This is because someone who i s':"ae{iever {ndeﬁ'nite

and Wittganstein’s Language game verge: a‘

another piece®

he complex language game.

) Extension - Plan out how you would complete the essay.
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The work of Ludwig Feuerbach (1804-1872) had a significant impact up
work of Marx, Freud and Dawkins.

What man is in need of, he makes his God.

What man wishes to be, he makes his God.

) These two statements are a summary bach’s The Essenc
Christianity. What do thev ir . = »oucreligion?

inipact on the reality of God?

/ Do¢

) Apply these statements to the following groups in the world to
still has an interesting point of view:

1. Al Qaeda and other violent jihadi terrorist groups

2. Conservative Republican Christians in the USA.
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Your teacher will either play the radio debate or give you a transcript of
Coplestone and Bertrand Russell.

) Explain what you think was meant by the following statements

C: Perhaps you would tell me if your position is that of agnosticis
you say that the non-existence of God can be proved?

R: No, I should not say that: my position is agnostic.

R: The word ‘necessary’ I should maintain, can only be applied si
And, in fact, only to such as are analytic -- that is to say -- such
deny.

R: And that existence, in fact, quite definitely is not a predicate.

C: But your general point then, Lord Russell, is that it's illegitimat
the cause of the world?
R: Yes, that's my position.

COPYRIGHT
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C: If one refused to sit at ¥ .= ¢ léi,i{.)';iard and make a move, one ¢
checkmated. .
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As you start to consider whether there can be a continuing personal exis
these sections in order to try to understand your own current perspectiv

ﬁre you just a flesh and blood \

machine, programmed by your
upbringing and environment?

Is there a God

N /

Is resurrection or reincarnation more Are near-dea

_ of the world

plausible in your opinion?

COPYRIGHT
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fé&] Add into each box any religions that might agree with the idea
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a«:twn‘y 36 Do we need a separ

If we can never know the private mental events of another person, why
sort of mind-body distinction?

Gilbert Ryle’s logical behaviourism suggests the idea of a mental state is
disposition or family of behavioural tendencies.

In this theory, when we attribute something such as a behef to a person,
is in a particular internal state or condition. Instead Tren
she might do in a particular situation. .

In Ryle’s work these take th~ ditional statements — if somethi

IF I am hu ¢ H:f;: N ¢ will find something to eat.

”‘/

f;wj Complete these statements:
They are based on you having a belief that we should protect the
IF I have finished my can of a caffeinated beverage THEN —
IF I am waiting for someone in the car THEN —
IF I see litter on the ground THEN —
IF I see evidence that a company is deliberately polluting rivers T

IF I hear someone telling people lies about global warming THEN

Both the if and then parts of the sentence are pubhc and abservable SO W
There is no need for subjective private menta]

weds anything about it is it real

If I say I believe something a‘;ﬂfﬁ‘%}i‘ "
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actwlty 37 - Tweeting the an

Plato and Aristotle may have been dead for over 2,000 years, but with yo
they are going to tweet to their followers all over the world.

Your task is to write their tweets for them because they have no idea ho

You need to explain each philosopher’s teaching on the soul, mind and b
single tweet each. Use hashtags to emphasise keywords or points.

As they are tweets, you are limited to 140 cha-

zclﬁding spaces.

Twitter

#usefulkeywords: forms, form, principle, desire, reason, 1<nowledge per

reincarnate, soul, materialist, intellect, faculty, dv
mortal, opposites, immortal, inseparable. r it

_rmony, locomo
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essay with the arguments (bones) linked to it. The tail is your conclusion,
finishes it off. Around this example, plan an essay that answers “Assess th
Descartes with respect to the views of Gilbert Ryle.

Descartes’” arguments

Remember all points need some link so counterarguments are invaluabl
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Jesus Walks on the Water, Matthew 14:22-33 (NRSV)

2Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 2 After
he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to
pray. Later that night, he was there alone, # and the boat was already a
considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the
wind was against it.

2 on the lake. %

% Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to therr v [
When the disciples saw him walking.
‘It's a ghost,” they said, and o a0

. lawe; they were terrified.

27 But Jesu#§ - ely said to them: ‘Take courage! It is I. Don’t be

afraid.

%‘Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.”
2 ‘Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came tow
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me

3 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little
doubt?’

%2 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. * Then tho
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

) Which part of this biblical passage would Hume have a proble

y. WhY?

COPYRIGHT

: i S e JN. . 2
) Why would Hume say thatpe “z e in this miracle? PROTECTED
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6ctlwty 40 The challenge of e

Darwin’s theory of evolution is a vitally important scientific developme
years of research, and has become the dominant world view in the mode
has also been used by atheists as a means of challenging arguments for t
of God, especially the teleological argument and creationism.

) The theory is often labelled as ‘evolution by means of natural s
What does natural selection mean? :

) Does this mean that we are all descended from monkeys?

) Which concepts within the teleological argument does the theo

) Explain why some people believe that evolutic: creates an illu

Extension g™
for the tele?

i g:‘:j;g;ﬁ.;ﬂthrc;pic principle? How might the anthropic pr

l argument?
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Answers / Teacher’s Notes

Activity 1
Rationalism (Plato) Empiricis
reason sense experience
The ability of our conscious mind to think, | The perceptions we gain from o
understand and form logical judgements. hearing that enable us to form a
a priori

a posteriori

Knowledge gained prior to experience / Knowledge gained through emp

from reason alone.

analytic statements
Propositions where the truth is found
within said proposition.

necessary truth

. contingent truth
A proposition that can; 5

A proposition whose truth is de

It simply hfi e,

deductive g » inductive reasoning

A chain of IGgic where the premises entail a | Reasoning where the premises s
certain conclusion. conclusion or theory.

Innate ideas tabula rasa

We are all born with certain knowledge The idea that we are born as a ‘b
built into us. anything, waiting to have experi

Which school of thought can be used to work out how many sides a hexagon
Rationalism, as it is a geometric term. The definition of a hexagon is a six-sided

Which school of thought can be used to work out if it is raining outside?
Empiricism. We use our own sense experience to determine whether it is rainin

Activity 2

The labelling should be relatively simple, highlighting the different parts of the
nature of the stone.

The students should have a knowledge of the argument from GCSE and be able
Level study.

Brief recap of watchmaker analogy — you find a watch on a heath. Unlike the stone
about by accident. It is too intricate in its design. The pieces all work together and
intricate in design, works well and could have not come about b-: accident. It is pro

Activity 3

ver be a watertight argument.

The task is a reminder that an anz’
Analogy Ho

How it_works_

Fish never need, and
Women c , A woman needs a man bicycle are incom
without a 1itan; men are not like a fish needs a women can have us

essential for life. bicycle they wish to repro
romantic and/or

He sounds smooth and He had a voice like

luxurious. velvet Velvet gives off fl

He is tough and stable, and

H 1 k Hei .
provides good foundations. €15 my roc eis stupid, u

Life has many different Life is like a box of Life comes with a
aspects that you can enjoy. chocolates melti
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Activity 4

Hume’s criticism is quite convincing and was aimed at all arguments from anal
attempted to refute many of these points and his arguments may be a good follo

Some examples:
e Organic/inorganic
o  The world may be designed, but there may be more than one des
o  The universe is unique and organic and we cannot make assump
things.
o  The universe is much more like an animal than a machine, and w
planning and building animals in the same w=y as machines.
e  Randomness &
anning, order and pur

o The available evidence does n * ‘ug -

o  Just because things in
designer. We

~1ave designers, that doesn’t mea
< z.ience of houses being designed and built
signed and built.

m :auses

udge the attributes of the creator by what is created. The pres
world suggests a cruel designer or a random world.

o  We can only look at the effects when determining the cause. The
omnipotence, omnipresence — cannot be inferred from the creatio

Activity 5

The cosmological argument
The purpose of a plant is to propagate itself (reproduce and continue the specie
balance of oxygen and carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

A —Flowers. These attract pollinators to visit the reproductive organs of the pla
B — The leaves are the primary means of photosynthesis, helping the plant to gr
oxygen and carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

C — The seed is the potential for new life, thus propagating the species.

D — The stem elevates the leaves, flowers and seeds, enabling them to perform t
E — Roots. These extend into the ground in order to provide stability and food, so

Aquinas would say that the potato plant, like the rest of the ecosystem, was set i
sustain the world for humanity to live in it.

Activity 6

The aim of this task is to cut out lazy thinking and understar ! ’ - nature of necess
Cause Effect !

Revise hard for A Students mana

Levels No of reasons.
~ Life on Earth may Yes The Sun provi
exist esse

Work long hours Make lots of money No are paid well f

God The universe exists Yes If God e

Buy a lottery ticket Win the lottery Yes You

Extension: God is controversial because of the lack of empirical evidence or the
thing) to God (a non-physical thing).
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Activity 7

The first diagram showing infinite regression should have something that looks
diagram showing Aquinas’ solution should have a ‘necessary’ start point.

Modern scientific enquiry has shown many counter-intuitive ways in which the
microscopic, actually works, and there is no reason to truly put forward, philos
infinite regress of causes is physically or metaphysically impossible.

An example of something that is difficult to understand is that electrons only se
other times they are merely clouds of possibility. Solid matter is also mainly em
it as a particular object. ‘

He argues that the logic of the prmcmple of suffiie +za
‘Ussible to simply assert that there
fave to ask what the explanation for tha
thié ultimate explanation for the universe is; it is o

is needed for any object. Therefore
principle of sufficient reas
that it is pointiese tc:«
beings to ax

brute fact.

1a. uestion satisfactorily and so we just have to accept that t

Activity 8

A quick five points:

e The ontological argument is logical, analytic, a priori and deductive.

* Anselm proposes the being ‘that than which nothing greater can be con
better than not, God must necessarily exist.

e Descartes argued that anything perfect must exist since a perfect thing
exist. Existence is a predicate of a supreme being.

* Anselm responds to Gaunilo’s island criticism by suggesting islands are
God possesses maximal qualities and is perfect.

e Kant says that existence is not a predicate. It adds nothing to the concep
the concept, e.g. ‘omnipotent’ tells us about power.

Extension: Something extra for the Kant section — existence is not part of the ess
be a perfection.

Activity 9

Gaunilo’s objection: What about the greatest conceivable island?

The monk and philosopher Gaunilo rejected Anselm’s argument by making a p
a concept of the greatest conceivable island — beautiful and great in all respects.
exist in the mind only or in reality as well? :

‘ COPYRIGHT
ACCOI‘dil‘lg to Gaunilo, Anselm’s 10giC isakoiatd t demands that this isla P ROTECTE D

ure'excellent than it’. The greatest

any other land existing in realitv +

Answers
Ask the stu cther the best of the three things they have had is better tha
will probab e hat they have never experienced anything this good —ideals
and not actually exist in the real world.

Education
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Activity 10

Quality Definition
Ineffable The experience is beyond adequate description with words.
Noetic The experience reveals something about the nature of God to t

. The experience is short-term but has long-term consequences f
Transient .
experience.

Passive The recipient is not in control of the experience. It happens to t

1. My feelings when I was reunited with my wife were ineffable. I was overw
describing them.
2. St Paul’s conversion was noetic; it revealed to Saul ..

5 wus lived on and
3. My hipster phase was transient, but I now ur «t 'a ¢ those who want to
coffee. .

4. Ipassively watched ther

i .g?fake“‘part because of my injury.

Activity 13

The task em; es that conversions are a very important thing and often mark

Before After
Michael King Jr Martin Luther Kin
Cassius Clay Muhammed Ali
Stefani Germanotta Lady Gaga
Bruce Jenner Caitlyn Jenner
COPYRIGHT
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Lady Gaga is the odd one out. She kept her other name and the changed name i ation
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Activity 12

The task is designed to help students look for alternative explanations for vision
can then be discussed or refuted.

Moses

Moses is alone in the wilds, majestic and mountainous scenery all around. He is
overwhelmed. He may be suffering from exposure. He may also still harbour ma
murder and abandoning his people and be looking for redemption.

Teresa
Teresa had suffered from illness and had visions during it. She may have been d
run away from home desperate to become a Christian 2 53

designed to alter her state of consciousness.

Bernadette

Bernadette came from 2.3
also had he ;g '

Activity 134

Sikhism — Guru Nanak Dev Ji — Disappearance in the river.
Islam — Muhammad - Visions and Angel Jibril in the cave.

Christianity - Jesus’ disciples and Saul/Paul — Jesus’ ministry, miracles, death an
note that Jesus isn’t the one who has a religious experience if he is considered to
conversion experience on the road to Damascus.

Buddhism - Siddhartha Gautama / the Buddha — The four sights and the enlight

Judaism — Abraham — God speaks to Abram in Haran and they make a covenant

This activity links verification, credulity and testimony. All of the major religion
experiences that were believed.

All (bar Jesus’ disciples to some extent) were respected members of their commu
if they were lying and caught out.

Activity 14

This task is designed to open a discussion on testimony and credulity.

The following questions could be used as a follow—up ore.
e  What makes us believe people?
*  Why do we instinctively trust so

Activity 15~

Obviously Freud’s ideas may be divisive in the classroom and care should be tak
belief. His views were very strong.

Freud was thinking about experiences that provide consolation or a challenge w.
These experiences might show that we are being noticed, cared for, loved, forgiv
punished, the existence of an afterlife, a reason for life, the reasons for suffering,

Both Dawkins and Freud believe that religion has, and still does, prevent the deve!
through reliance on myths rather than empirical evidence.
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Activity 16

The task is designed to highlight the existence of many types of suffering; some s¢
some beyond understanding.

Answers
The holocaust example or the starving child are likely to be at the top, with the re
bottom. This will likely reflect that benefits come with revision and fasting, but n¢

Learning and prison are likely to be seen as worthwhile.

Students are likely to find some suffering difficult to justifv ~~' ich should help th
evil in more depth. 2

A discussion of Irenaeus and Hick ~ 4 ¢ be . | suitable follow-up.

Activity 17

Example 1 i tive reasoning because the argument is based on logic and can

alone.

Example 2 is inductive reasoning used to give a reasonable belief that the volume
inconsistent with the possibility of a loving and powerful God. It is not certain bu
genocide and a tsunami.

Activity 18

You will need a copy of Genesis chapters 2 and 3 for this task.

Before: Innocence, immortality (possibly — many Christian groups have believed
believed death came into the world because of sin), dominion. (Could include fre

The Fall: They are exercising free will.

After: Have knowledge of good and evil (and can freely choose to do it), have to :
exists), no longer immortal (death now exists).

Activity 19

You will need a copy of the exam board marking criteria for this task. The task coul

This response is a very short one and could obviously be impr: "aved by adding mc¢
to add at least two to each theodicy. L

Answers
Other things to look for:

made.

*  Are the scholarly or academic views suitable? There is a lack of scholarly
upon — John Hick’s views, for example.

e Has the material been developed, or simply stated? Much of it is simply ¢
upon. Process theodicy is mentioned as a third (unnecessary) option.

e There also needs to be some discussion of the nature of the problem and ¢
theodicy showing God did not create evil.
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Activity 20

The student will hopefully come up with a list that looks a little like this:

Description Term Perspectiv

God is not all-powerful
logically possible or wit

All-powerful Omnipotent God does not have coer
powers of persuasion w
relationship with peopl

o act.
All-knowing Omniscient ! Arguably pantheistic, s
Everywhere . Arguably pantheistic, sc
God is not free to stop a
Good | Benevolent moral evil, and as such i

God is benevolent and t

Immediately” Immanent God is only immanent.

. . God is not transcendent
Outside of time and space | Transcendent

limits and constraints to
Referred to as a “person’ God can still be this.
rather than an impersonal | Personal
force

Process abandons ideas

The maker of the universe Creator
arguably leads to a pant

The God of process theology is significantly reduced in power, and arguably no 1

Activity 21

The activity is designed to help students consider whether the language they use
Word Type Me

) A wheeled vehicle with
car univocal .
relatively smal
The hard section at the end
nail equivocal to hold something in place
season equivocal
cat univocal COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

“An old weapon, an action y

bow

of a ship, something to go i
your

A type of entrance portal,

equivocal
comes 0

Extension: Aquinas rejects univocal language because it can anthropomorphise G
object in the world.

/og
Education

He rejects equivocal language because if what we say about God can have an ent
can say nothing of use.
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Activity 22

Cut out the following sections and place them in a hat or similar receptacle. In gr¢
take turns at drawing a concept out of the hat and attempting to describe it witho
any actions.

This is intended to show how the via negativa is possible but has limitations.

It should work like a team variation of the board game Taboo.

TO READ OUT:
You will each in turn draw out a concept from the hat. You M ‘e to get your team

other possible answers could be ‘God is like the air’ — all around us and inside us,
‘God is like my mother’ — caring and forgiving but still sets rules and gets angry v

Extension — Yes, but in a very limited way and they tend to anthropomorphise G

Activity 24

Most of these symbols should be familiar to the students but those with a dual m
symbols for more than one thing should provide a discussion about univocal or e

Answers (left column followed by right column)
Bread and wine / the Eucharist — symbol of Christ’s sacrifice / Christ’s body and k
The crucifix — symbol of Jesus” death for humankind.
The Aum - symbol for the sound of creation and also used by Hindus as a symbc
Eastern faiths.

The Wheel of Dhamma — symbol of the Noble Eightfold Path.

The cross — symbol of Jesus defeating death and rising again.

The cross of St George — flag of England and other places with St George as patro
English nationalists and racists.

Thumbs up — symbol expressing things are good.

Danger of death — symbol advising caution in a place.

The All-seeing Eye — symbol of the mythical Iluminati Consplracy and used by th
Providence (God’s eye) on money in the US.
The Trinity — symbol expressing the mystery of the
The cross of St Peter — Christian i 1rnage of s’

Pick two of mbols that Tillich could use in his theory of participation. Ex
One example would be the bread and wine —
e They point to something beyond themselves — The Last Supper
o They participate in that to which they point — Christ’s sacrifice for humar;
o They open up levels of reality which are usually closed to us — The forgiv.
* They open up dimensions of the soul — A full participation in the Kingdo:
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Activity 25

The Pope could have any number of symbols associated with the Vatican, includ
hat, a crucifix, the keys of St Peter, the Eucharist.

The activity gives the students a chance to develop some self-awareness while co

Sometimes symbols can be useful in defining and describing things, but not for e
complex ideas cannot always be simply expressed.

Activity 26

1. God exists.

Meaningless. God is not made of matter or.er .
2. God does not exist. .
Meaningless. Same reasor.

fore, this cannot be

Christians believe " 1ied for their sins.

Meaningrul. Historically verifiable — we know how to verify, but we lack th
5. Jesus physically rose from the dead.

Meaningful. Same as above.
6. Dave believes in God

Meaningful. You can ask him.
7. All Christians wear crosses.

Meaningful. We can look at them all. Just because it isn’t true doesn’t make
8. All emeralds are green.

Meaningful. We could go and look at them all.
9. Jesus died for the sins of humankind.

Meaningless. This is a statement of belief which cannot be scientifically test
10. Human activity is causing climate change.

Meaningful. This can be tested by environmental scientists.
11. Murder is wrong.
Meaningless. Moral facts are unsubstantiated opinion.

You may have noticed that many of the statements about religion as fact are me
believers believe is verifiable.

Activity 27

The aim of this task is to make sure meaning and usefulness have been separate

Answers

Only statements 1 and 5 are meaningful

The biographies of Alexander the Great were written nearly 200 years after his d
Factual, and if we discount economic theories then the world will undoubtedly s
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Activity 28

Explain how Hare is rejecting Flew’s cognitivism.
Hare thinks that religious beliefs are not like assertions that can be shown to be t

They form part of your world view. This is what he labels a ‘blik’. In his example
will not accept evidence against his view, but the difference between his view an
because it alters how he lives.

A disagreement in bliks cannot be decided using empirical experience. But the d

Do you think Hare is proposing a non-cognitive viewpoint?
It is unclear whether Hare thinks religious language is cog |

The exercise is designed to give students a chance to creatively express their und

They should ideally have already studied Flew, Hare, Mitchell and Aquinas. Yo
contributions of Flew, Hare and Mitchell to the symposium.

Answers
There should be a metaphor for God and the use of a few analogies in an attemp

As Aquinas is proposing analogies, students may use some biblical examples, as
of the blind men and the elephant. If they are feeling clever, a parable about telli
people understand it would be at an appropriate meta level.

Activity 30

The aim of this task is for the students to link their philosophy work to somethin
The teacher could read the opening section out loud and ask if any of the studen

The task could be expanded to include the whole class if students were comforta

Activity 31

This task acts as both a consolidator with language games and as a piece of revis

Keywords found:
¢ Evil — That which causes suffermg Seena

e Absence of good — The idea #.. % :

not taken

‘f;.‘lused when there is an opportu

o Freewig Tt & thoose your own course of action, without inter

i _result of evil. Undergoing pain, hardship or distress.

.t — Attribute of being all-knowing.

e  Omnipresent — Attribute of being everywhere.

e Omnipotent — Attribute of being all-powerful.

e Omnibenevolent — Attribute of being all-good.

e Inconsistent triad — This is an expression of the problem of evil and state
these three statements to all be true - they are inconsistent with each oth

o  God is omnipotent

o God is omnibenevolent

o Evil exists
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Activity 32

You will need a copy of the exam board marking criteria for this task. The task coul

Answers

Things to look for:
e  Are technical terms and names spelled correctly? Wittgenstein’s name is
e  Isthe material used relevant to the question? Yes, though it is not wide in
e Does the answer focus on the question or does it feel generic? It focuses o
®  Are the scholarly or academic views suitable? Yes, but there are very few
e  Has the material been developed, or simply stated? The material is reaso

good understanding. ;

Extension: There are many ways this essav c +. d = “iisned. Here is an example

students to assess:

disparate from our own wants and needs that its conversation would be complet
as Aspinal states, the idea that we are so different from lions as to find communic

contradiction of Darwinian evolutionary links and subsequently supports an int
between us and the rest of the animal kingdom. Aspinal’s contradiction highligh
in that, by the understanding of the language games, we would be unable to com:
in different contexts as we are too different and isolated from each other.

In conclusion, although Wittgenstein’s notion is significant and carries interestin
language only having meaning in use and that language by itself is meaningless,
show it is not completely foolproof and is subject to contradiction and, therefore,
put forward by the Vienna Circle (the logical positivists) and by Aspinal show th
completely applicable, although it does contain fascinating philosophical conclus

Activity 33

The statements imply that God is a projection of the perfection of the attributes o
knowledge, power and goodness.

‘God’ has those things we desperately crave, such as companionship, understand
our lives and a way to face our deaths.

Our beliefs do not cause there to be a god or not. God, if God exists, is entirely in

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education
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Activity 34

This is a revision activity for some of the Year 1 material from sections 1 and 2.

C:  Perhaps you would tell me if your position is that of agnosticism or of athei
non-existence of God can be proved?

R: No, I should not say that: my position is agnostic.

Russell believes that attempts to prove or disprove the existence of God are doo

R: The word ‘necessary’ I should maintain, can only be applied significantly to

such as are analytic -- that is to say -- such as it is self-contradictory to deny.
Theoretical statements only in his opinion. Necessary meaning something that i
cosmological argument.

R: And that existence, in fact, quite definit:"» is

Students should link this back to ¥ - I iu.oﬁtblogical argument.

should not waste time on it.

C: If one refused to sit at the chess board and make a move, one cannot, of cou
Coplestone is frustrated here because Russell doesn’t think there is a conversatio

Activity 35

This should provide ample discussion points and provide a reference for studen
linking concepts in exam questions.

Resurrection — Christianity and Islam

Reincarnation — the Eastern faiths

Other world — all major world religions

Souls — Permanent — Christianity/Islam/Hinduism/Sikhism, most Jews

Activity 36

IF T have finished my can of a caffeinated beverage THEN — I put the can in the r
IF I am waiting for someone in the car THEN — I turn off my car engine.

IF I see litter on the ground THEN - I pick it up and dispose of it properly.

IF I see evidence that a company is deliberately polluting rivers THEN - I boyco
do the same.

If I say I believe something and then don’t do an
Ryle would suggest that it isn’t. There is .

Activity 37

gul to get students to be able to recognise which terms go w
¢ them to prioritise the terms that are more fundamental to the

This activit!
view and to

An example for Plato could be:

@Plato

#immortalsoul 3aspects 1#reasonrules searches truth/Forms 2#spirittrained aggr
3#desirechained #dualist #seekingharmony

@Aristotle
#soul is Efficient + Final cause of body. Plants have faculty of nutrition, animals
has #intellect as well
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Activity 38

This task is to help students remember how to structure an essay. Keeping a coh
something that examiners love to see.

The introduction:
This should be focused on introducing the basic concepts of dualism, monism an
which Descartes and Ryle fall should be mentioned and some key concepts expl

Descartes:
Key concepts explored should include the cogito argument, substance, the a prior
doubt, clear/distinct ideas.

Ryle:
Countering arguments when they arise in the disc .
machine and the category error. '

Conclusion:
The student sl
finalise the §¥

arview expressed through arguments before they
wning up the arguments.

Activity 39 )

Which part of this biblical passage would Hume have a problem with?
Jesus and Peter walking on the water. No problems with Peter sinking.

Why?
It directly contravenes a law of nature.

Why would Hume say that people believed in this miracle?
Barbaric, backwards, uneducated people would have made up the witnesses; in
eyewitnesses had in making sure something impressive was reported.

Activity 40

The task is to ensure that all students have a decent knowledge of the scientific a
teleological argument. They should have studied it at key stages 3 and 4.

1. Natural selection is the process whereby organisms better adapted to their e
produce more offspring.

2. Examples might include the neck of the giraffe getting longer to reach leaves o
creatures, and the tail feathers of the peacock becoming more and more bright

3. We are not descended from monkeys. This is a common accusation from th
evolution teaches this. According to the theory of evolution, humans and m
which is different from both.

4. Order (that everything in the world doesn’t work per‘m
thing and ending up as a different thing impl* '} +¢

5.  The species that survive are fit for purn.» —

v and have a place

Extension:
The anthropic princiv!="

The circumsi™#ZSs in our universe are such that the emergence of life is possible.
This could fit in with theism (God has enabled life), but does not so clearly sugg

and

Strong anthropic principle —
The circumstances in our universe are such that the emergence of life is inevitabl,
Theists could use this to argue teleologically, that God has intended a human-lif;

They can place natural selection as a part of a plan.
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