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This resource covers the Religious Studies GCSE AQA short course

specification for Section A: The Study of Religions: Beliefs and Always check the exam board
Teachings, for the religion of Islam.

Theme content is split into five sections as follows: including changes to the specification
1.
2.

Teacher’s Introduction

website for new information,

and sample assessment material.

A4 teacher information pages.

Two A3 revision posters, between them covering the nine subtopics. These are labelled: n to
These posters are intended as a summary of all Islam material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Nine A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides

write-on activities for students to complete. Answers are provided in the A4 subtopic revision posters

and the A4 extension question answer pages. These are labelled with numbers inside white circles: @
Exam-style questions in the activity sheets are marked by a pencil icon:

Ht

Nine A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3
subtopic activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have
enough space for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

A4 answers to extension questions. These pages provide answers to the extension questions not covered on
the A4 subtopic revision posters.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to revise at the end of a topic/subtopic, or before a test or
an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and to help the students
engage with the information in a productive way.

Some activities ask students to find Qur’an quotes — they should be able to do this using the Internet.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made to this
resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has purchased, and
details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates




Sunnis and Shi’as have three of their key beliefs in common.
Shi’as still believe in angels and the holy books, they are just not
included in their main beliefs.

Sunnis still believe that Allah (God) is fair and just, but do not
include this in their main beliefs.

Shi’as do not believe in predestination and have different beliefs
about who should have led Islam after Muhammad to Sunnis.

Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - Tey Beliefa

i There are two main branches of Islam:
i Sunni and Shi'a. They share many
beliefs, but have some differences.

v v vV

Six Articles of Faith in Sunni Islam:

1. Belief in the oneness of God (Tawhid)
2. Beliefin angels

3. Beliefin the holy books

4. Belief in the prophets and that
Muhammad was the final prophet
Belief in the Day of Judgement

Belief in predestination

Five Roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam:
Usul ad-Din means ‘roots of religion’ in Arabic.
1. Belief in the oneness of God (Tawkid)
2. Beliefin the prophetsandt' -

was the final pronk 2 |
3. BeliefintkaF .

e bdﬁe the
angels bow

Jibril and Mik:
others, inclu
= Israfeel (:
> Thereis:

bl
down... In Muslir:
{Qur’an Surah 7:11) sits on

down to Adam,
and they bowed

U

| Believes that Muhammad- : ; r— "= ———
| friend Abu Bakr should hav ' Believes that the leadership of Islam |
| succeeded Muhammad as should have passed directly from |
| leader of Islam (which he did), I Muhammad to Ali (his cousin and son-in- |
| I
I

I
and that Muslim leadership | | law), and then through Ali’s bloodline.
did not need to follow | | This is the smaller branch of Islam.
Muhammad’s bloodline. This |
is the larger branch of Islam.

4 Tawhid has influenced Muslim use of
imagery — because Allah is beyond
human imagination, most Muslims
forbid making images of him. Instead,
Muslims may focus on calligraphy or
geometric patterns to understand
Allah’s beauty, etc. without trying to
represent him.

----------------------------------------

‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only;
Allah, the Eternal, Absolute;
He begetteth not, nor is He begotten;

Believing in one God
(Allah in Arabic) is very
important to Muslims; it
is central to Islam — it
makes it a monotheistic
religion.

........................................

And there is none like unto Him.
(Qur'an Surah 1

Saying or acting as if Allah is not one is called shirk — this is a terrible

sinin Islam.

= Anexample of lesser shirk (saying Allah is one, but notr-
believing it) might be treating money as if it shov z 4
worshipped.

= An example of greater shirk wo’

(openly denying that A" ..

Tawhid is incorporated into the
Shahadah — the Muslim statement
of faith; one of the Five Pillars of
Sunni Islam and also important to
Shi’as. The Shahadah starts with
‘There is no God but Allah’.

The Qur’an teaches that
Allah has no partners,
" parents or children; he is
unique and forever. Muslims
believe he created
everything.

Muslims believe many things about God
(Allah) = that he is omnipotent,
beneficent, merciful, and fair -
They also believe that he 'l
immanent and transcender

--------------------------------------------

is beneficent (loving) and merciful — they

‘... Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most

Merciful.
(Qur’'an Surah 4:96)

’ Musllms believe that Allah does good in the world, helps those who
are suffering and forgives people’s sins when they ask.

Muslims believe that
Allah is omnipotent —
that he can do
anything. This is
demonstrated in his
creation of the world.

r

Most Muslims believe that Allah is
both immanent and transcendent -
he is active in the world, helping
humanity, but he is also above the
world and human understanding.

Muslims believe that Allah is fair and
just (adalat in Shi’a Islam). This means
he rewards and punishes people
appropriately — ultimately all will be
judged on the Day of Judgement.

COPYRIGHT
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - fluthority,

ma

------

Risalah means ‘message’ — the prophethood is how
Allah has communicated with humanity. Muslims believe
that the prophets (nubuwwah) began with the first

that Muhammad did not begin Islam, but he
communicated Allah’s final revelation — the Qur’an.

n, Adam, and ended with Muhammad. They believe

-
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Adam

Role
=>» To be the caliph for Allah — to rule and look after the Earth for him.
= To teach other humans to care for the Earth as Allah had taught him.
=>» To teach humans how to live, e.g. what to eat and how to pray.

Final prophet in Islam, who | upon him’ or’
revealed the Qur'an from Allah. I after A

= Formed the Muslim commug o
—the ummabh. '

= A role model for Musi

Importance 25,&5 a

= Muslims must believe th % mmad is the prophet of
Allah. He is the final prophet, the Seal of the Prophets.

= Even if Muhammad is not believed to be the first Muslim,

without him there would not be Islam as it is today.

There are many other

prophets recognised in
the Islam; many the same as
Messenger of Allah, and the those in the Jewish and

Seal of the Prophets... Christian faiths — these
(Quran Surah 33:40) include Musa (Moses)
and Isa (Jesus).

‘Muhanwmad Is...

Muhammad Note: Muslims
Role usually add * peace be p
>

J

>

2>

(Qur’an

The Qur’'an is believed to be the direct revelation of Allah.
Qur’an means ‘recitation’ — Muhammad recited it.
Muhammad received this revelation from the angel libril
(Gabriel).

% Some Muslims believe that he received the whole of the
Qur’an in one go, while others believe that it was revealed
over a number of years.

AIIah is the uItlmate authority for Muslims, and

fully, seeing it as AIIa i

% While no Muslims Y =238 ority of the Qur’an, some
parts of the revelatic: “’more applicable to the time in
which it was revealed.

The Qur’an teaches Muslims how to live — what is right, and

how they should act.

Muslims believe that the Qur'an completes and corrects

earlier holy books.

Shariah law is Islamic law, and is largely based on the Qur’an.

Importance
=>» The first human, Muslim and prophet.
= Believed to have built the first Ka’aba in ’

: built by Ibrahim).

the bountifu

‘We said: “O Adam! Dwell thou and
thy wife in the Garden; and eat of

[ things therein...””
(Qur’an surah 2:3

Ibrahim (Abraham)

Role
=>» Father of Arabs through Ismail (Ishmael).

=> Rebuilt the Ka’aba (a house for Allah) in Makkah — this is the holiest
place in Islam, one important focus for Muslims on the Hajj pilgrimag
and the direction in which Muslims face for prayer.

Importance
=>» Was a monotheist when many others were po
=>» Was prepared to sacrifice his son Ismail to sho

Allah stopped him. This is celebrated at Id-ul-Adha, the holiest Muslim
festival — Ibrahim’s faith is a significant example.

The Qur’an is the most important holy boc

lytheists.
w his faith in Allah, but

{ —some o'r" 7 books from the JeW|sh and

Torah (Tawrat)
Bible, Muslims
the Torah is no

— the first five books of
believe it was revealed
longer needed for Mus

praise to Allah,

Psalms (Zabur) —

also in the Tenakh an
believed to be written

The Qur'an is in Arabic, and it is important to
Muslims for them to read the original in
Arabic, even though there are translations.
There are 114 surat (chapters) in the Qur’an.
The Qur'an is treated with extreme respect;
kept clean, and stored higher than other
books to show its importance.

Gospel (Injil) — The Gos
the first four books of t
but to a revelation mad
which is believed lost.
Jesus was God, but tha
prophet. Muslims belie

heaven, but that he wa
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - tey Beliefs

== m m e e
1 Fillin th issing S . ! = Sunnis and Shi’as have three of their key beliefs in common
. Fll'in the two missing Sunni T~ ! o o
beliefs (which do not overlap - ~ o - ' > Shias still believe in and the
with Shi'a main beliefs). \AE they are just not included in their main beliefs.
| .
1

=>»  Sunnis still believe tha’ h Jd) is fair and just, but do n

beliefs. ;; o

1
/ : . ! A
i i There are two main branches of Islam: : ~ Jdicwein predestination and have different b
Sunni and Shi’a. They share many
1 i beliefs, but have some differences.
\ R
€ e e

Six Articles of Faith in Sunni Islam: .
Note: Muslims

ots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam:
" Usul ad-Din means ‘roots of religion’ in Arabic.
1. Belief in the oneness of God (Tawhid)
2. Belief in the prophets and that Muhammad
was the final prophet
3. Belief in the Day of Judgement
4. Belief that Allah (God) is just and fair (Adalat)
5. Belief in the imamate (twelve leaders known as
imams who came after Muhammad)

-

1. Belief in the oneness =
g usually add

2. Beliefin

‘

3. Beliefin the

d that Muhammad

or ‘pbuh’ after the

4. Belief in the prophets name of the Proph

was the final prophet Muhammad in

. Beliefinthe D f
5 elief in the Day of Judgement speech and writing

i
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
i

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
!

-
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
) : .
I
I

6. Belief in predestination
. show respect.

N . ’ 2. What do Muslims usually add after
_________ . the name of the Prophet II'I“L ale Ll
| Believes that Muhammad’s Muhammad? R
| friend Abu Bakr should have I‘/.)_ S e —————
| succeeded Muhammad as I I’_ _______ ‘I [—————————— ——

I leader of Islam (which he did), I | | Believes that the leadership of Islam I 5. What do you think th
and that Muslim leadership | -7 should have passed directly from | are for Muslims? Why

I did not need to follow fm——————— \JI Muhammad to Ali (his cousin and son-in- | P

| Muhammad’s bloodline. This I I law), and then through Ali’s bloodline. I

| is the larger branch of Islam. I '\ ____ 1 | This is the smaller branch of Islam.

_________ e e e i

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

3. Write 'Sunni’ and 'Shi'a’ into the |
two dashed-line boxes to match '
them to the correct descri=** ~

ks) (Exam Practice)
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - Tey Beliefa

2. Fillin the Qur'a:

1. How has Tawhid
influenced
Muslim use of
imagery?

(Allah in Arabic) is very
important to Muslims; it
is central to Islam — it

makes it a monotheistic
religion.

. »
--------------------------------------

The Qur’'an teaches
Allah has no partn
parents or children;
unique and forever. M
believe he create
everything.

Shahadah — the Muslim statement
of faith; one of the Five Pillars of
Sunni Islam and also important to
Shi’as. The Shahadah starts with

‘There is no God but Allah’.

Saying or acting as if Allah is not one is called —this

is a terrible sin in Islam.

= Anexample of lesser (saying Allah is one, but

worshipped.
What is saying

! =>» An example of greater ould be worshippin
that Allah is not n éxample of g would be worshipping

multiple gods (openly denying that Allah is one).

one called?

|
|
| |
! 1
! 1
! I
! |
! |
! 1
1

I
I
! not really believing it) might be treating money as if it should be |
! |
! |
! 1
! I
! |
! |
! |
! I
I
| |
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - Tey Beliefa

_____________________________________________

Give a way in which Muslims
believe that Allah has shown
that he is loving and
merciful.

Muslims believe that Allah is beneficent (loving) and

merciful — they believe he has shown this by

Muslims believe many things about God
(Allah) = that he is omnipotent,
beneficent, merciful, and fair and just.

—— e —————

a 10Fie., . Elps those who

: believe that Allah does ¢
: They also believe that he is both
! immanent and franscendent.

--------------------------------------------------------

are suffe” Jple’s sins when they ask.

widt g

Muslims believe that

Allah is A —that he
can do anything. This
is demonstrated in his
creation of the world.

- ——— e ———

= Most Muslims believe that Allah is
both C and D — he is active in the
Muslims believe that Allah is fairand ! world, helping humanity, but he is

1
just (B in Shi’a Islam). This means he —: also above the world and human
! understanding.

P e e e e Ty

—_— e e -

rewards and punishes people

appropriately — ultimately all will be
EE/: judged on the Day of Judgement.

3. Write A-D next to each
aspect of Allah’s nature
to match them to the
correct places in the text.

N - ——

5. Find another quote from t
Qur'an about the nature o
(Hint: try Qur'an 2:20, 2:22.
95:8.)

transcendent

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

=

Education

Reference:

- = = = = = = —




Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - Tey Beliefa

Fillinthe  p~ N (ToTTomsoosmosossssooooosooooooooos e e _

1.
. S Nature of Angels: i ,
gaps — with i Belief in angels is called mala’kah in
no clues! = Angels are made of , by Allah. i Islam. Angels in Islam play many roles 0
) ers of Allah.

i as well as being mes:

Angels do not need to eat or sleep, etc.

----------------------

Angels have no gender.

Angels do not have free = Gave Allah’s

revelation of the

(unlike humans).

Aneel tinualh Qur'anto

ngels continuall . Muhammad.
; e it {’ Tt Tt \\
; . L A |
.. We bade the Mik i e two of the most (important/insignificant) angels in Islam, but i !
s b s _ ) ) 1 = Sustains !
angels vow W Sl nany others, including many who Muslims do not know the names of. ! humans, e.g X
e , e.8. !
down to Adam, e include: : through !
and they bowed | _ ) | rainfall, and !
down. = Israfeel (Raphael) will blow the (pipe/trumpet) on the Day of Judgement. ! also rewards :
| good people. !

(Qur'an Surah 7:11) | = There is an angel of death who takes people’s (bodies/aouls) when they die.

\

- -

Jibril and Mika’il are believe
have made Muhammad’s he
pure during his Night Journ

=>» In Muslim tradition two angels sit, one on each shoulder, on each

actions and Atid sits on the left shoulder and records their bad actions — for use

— e e e = —

1
1
1
1
1
' (Mualim/peraon). Ragib sits on the right shoulder and records someone’s good
1
1
1
1
1
1

at the Day of Judgement.

angels in the
Qur'an and
write it here.
(Hint: try
Qur’an 3:42,
32:11, 33:43, or
50:17.)

Reference:

e e e e e e e e e e e - ——
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - Tey Beliefa

..............................................................................................................
Od e

1. What is the Arabic term

for predestination?
: their lives — this is known as predestination or

Sunni Muslims believe that Allah knows everything which will happen in

However, they still believe that humans have free will, it is just that %7~

knows what they will choose.

s E AR EE AR AR AR R AR R AN RS RN NS AN EEAERAEEEERARSSEAEEEEEEREEE SLLLL]

Many ? believe Allah

has not determined their lives — this is called
bada.
=>» They believe that he may try to guide humans

but allows them to make their own choices.

- —————————

2.  Write ‘'Sunnis’
and ‘Shi‘as’ in

that Allah writes their destinies

the correct oy

gaps (marked on the ‘Preserved Tablet'. e -
ith?) i = They believe that Allah ' o

with ) in the ey beleve Tt Alan can ? believe that their lives are

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
know their future, while they X
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

|
1 i
| 1
| 1
text. : :
I 1 . .
! are still free, because he is ! predestined in the sense that they are
1 1
: outside of time. : , but that this is compatible
| 1
AY , 1
TTTTTTTTToTToTTmTmmTmomes I with human freedom and free will because their lives
1
1 are contvolled by — Allah just
A
. . . % !
4. Give two Muslim beliefs about “ !
1
1

predestination. (2 marks) (Exam Practice)

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Tslam - Beliefs and Teachings - tey Beliefa

Write ‘jannah’ and
‘jahannam’ into the
correct spaces
beginning with ’j'.

! —that at the

1
\ end of time all the dead will be

from their

.............................

For Muslims, life afte
(Akhirah) begins at
of Judgement, when
judges people’s soul
Muslims believe that
bodies are resurrect

2. Fill'in the gaps! Use
the words in the &
below.

(i ) or Hell

(i ). This

I -
L PR o (R S——
Jjudged Judgement i andso & @ ;- FEmmmmmmmmmmms \
1
responsible free will | humans are s
J : g ble for th described in the Qur'an as a !
and accountable for their actions. ; .
resurrected graves ! u Iracti utopia — great food, beautiful !
I scenery; people will be !
! rewarded and will see Allah. I
- )
___________________________ \ T
J is described as a place of physical and

3. Delete the incorrect spiritual (peace/tormen.t). Some Muslims believe that it is possible for

options (in the
brackets).

people in hell to be (forgiven/condemned) and then go to heaven.
(Monotheists/ Polytheists) are generally believed to go *- * ~h ~ "

G

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - fluthority,

1. Who are the first and the e N \ .~
last prophets in Islam? | Adam
Role
Prophethood (Risalah) is very important in Islam. Risalah means ‘message’ — the d

prophethood is how Allah has communicated with humanity. Muslims believe that

the prophets (nubuwwah) began with the first man, , and

ended with . They believe that Muhammad did not begin

Islam, but he communicated Allah’s final revelation — the Qur’an.

Muhammad

- ————

Role

= Final prophet in Islat from Allah.

= Formed the Muslim co:

= A role model for Muslims.

Importance

= Muslims must believe that Muhammad is the prophet of Allah. He is
the final prophet, the Seal of the Prophets.

=>» Even if Muhammad is not believed to be the first Muslim, without him

there would not be Islam as it is today.

There are many other
prophets recognised in
Islam; many the same as
those in the Jewish and
Christian faiths — these
include Musa (Moses)
and Isa (Jesus).

J

2. Fillin the
Qur'an

e ——

-——— e ————

Ibrahim (Abraham)
Role
=>» Father of Arabs through Ismail (Ishmael).
= Rebuilt the Ka’aba (a house for Allah) in Makkah — this is ¢

place in Islam, one important focus for Muslims on the

pilgrimage, and the direction in which Muslims face for

Importance

Tobethe A )

Totearh ¢

The first human, Muslim and prophet.

Believed to have built the first Ka’aba in Makkah (rebu

for Allah — to rule and look

_are for the Earth as Allah hac

w to live, e.g. what to eat and how

‘We said: “O Adam! Dwel
thy wife in the Garden;
the bountiful things th

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

\
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malak tawhid
Muhammad
C- Zabur Quran
{Qur’an Surah 33:40) D- Hajj
E- Fitr Adha

— N  Education
Ibrahim Isa » |
Tawrat
Zakah Sawm
Ashura




Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - fluthority,

1.

Fill in the gaps! Use ‘ . . .
interpretation will revelation

the words in the box | . '
to the right. Allah  Shariah  whole i The Qur’an is the most important holy book in Islam, but it is not the only

i some other books from the Jewish and Christian faiths also hold importan

>

>

~ -

are believed to be earlier revelationc.”» : Allah, and the Qur’an make

\
1
1
1
The Qur'anis believed to be thedirect ____~ of !
1
Allah. Qur'an means ‘recitation’ — Muhammad recited it. !

Muhammad received this revelation from the angel Jibril ...
(Gabriel). ‘

% Some Muslims believ g

B - also in the Tenakh and the Bible, the B a
believed to be written by the prophet Dawo

: 1

g}ﬁ« r a number of years.

believe that it was

.

is the ultiv

authority for Muslims, and so

the Qur’an is an incredibly important source of authority, C—The C ofJ
—The C of Jesus,

1
. = TheQuranisin and it :
h ‘an fully, .o Allah’ f Il | . _ first four books of the
the Qurian fully, seeing itas Allah's______fora is important to Muslims for them to Christian New
time. Testament but to a

read the original in ,
revelation made to

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
% While no Muslims deny the authority of the Qur’an, 1
! the prophet Isa
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

even though there are translations.

somedoapply modern______toit, and argue = There are 114 surat (chapters) in the (Jesus), which is

that some parts of the revelation were more applicable

Qur'an. do not believe that

Jesus was God, but
that he was an
important prophet.
Muslims believe that

to the time in which it was revealed. , .
=>» The Qur’an is treated with extreme

The Qur'an teaches Muslims how to live — what is right, and respect; kept clean, and stored higher

how they should act.

than other books to show its
Jesus ascended to

Muslims believe that the Qur'an completes and corrects .
Importance. heaven, but that he
earlier holy books. |  d4b--------—- ' was never
law is Islamic law, and is largely based on crucified/killed.
the Qur’an.

o

a) Scrolls of Abraham
b) Qur'an
¢) Tawrat

d) Proverbs

e
- e o e o
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - fluthority,

1. Whatis the The imamate in Shi'a Islam refers to...

‘imamate’ in Shi'a

4. Why are the 12 imams
important to Shi‘a

Islam?

These led Shi'a Islam one after another, and were blood relatives of MUSth?

Muhammad = in Sunni Islam an ‘imam’ is a leader of a mosque, but

2. Delete the :
incorrect options
(in the brackets).

not of the whole Sunni community.

..............................................................................................

- e e e = ——

History of the Imamate

I

1

E =>» Sunni and Shi’a Muslims disagreed about whe
! % Sunni Muslims believe tha(Five/T¢ . »
! Sunnis have then il ditic 3
! Caliphate (leade S # nis,
! % Shi’a Muslims bel:}
! been the first succk
: passed down Muhar
:

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

dec wauiphs succeeded Muhammad.
gh there has not constantly been a Sunni

iad’s bloodline.

= The (Amulleu/lurqul,) branch of Shi’a Islam is the Twelvers. They believe that there were
12 imams who followed Muhammad and led Islam {beginning with Ali).

= Twelvers believe that the final, twelfth, imam, known as the Madhi, did not die, but was (hidden
/ taken to-heaven) (which is known as the occultation). They believe that the Madhi is still alive,
and will return at the end of time.
% Not all Shi’as share all beliefs with the Twelvers. Some believe in the same 12 imams, but not

in the occultation. Some believe in a different succession of imams forming the imamate.

e e e e e e e e

Role of the Imamate

=>» To guide Muslims (A ) after Muhamm?;!.
=>» To be both religious and political leaders.

Twelvers at least believe that the ’

3. Write the correct multinle—choig
answers in the ge gl -

Helped shape the early Shi'a community.

Part of the division between Sunnis and Shi’as, which sometimes causes tension in the

[

A- Sunni _ )
Muslim community.

B- Dbl Jjudgemental mmonal Ali’s younger son C , the third imam, was martyred at the Battle of Karb

C- Hasan Husayn Musa when challenging the Sunni leadership. This is remembered at the festival of Ashura.

D- war disaster peace Twelvers believe that the Madhi will return at the end of time, bringing

.
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - Tey Beliefa

There are two main branches of |
i and Shi'a. They shzggmar ¢+ ~
i some differenc : '

»
.

should have

------------------------------------------------------

Six Articles of Faith in Sunni Islam: (

1. Beliefin the oneness of God (Tawhid)

2. Beliefin angels

3. Beliefin the holy books 1. Beliefin the oneness of God (Tawhic

4. Belief in the prophets and that Muhammad was 2. Belief in the prophets and that Muh.:
the final prophet prophet

5. Belief in the Day of Judgement 3. Belief in the Day of Judgement
Belief in predestination 4. Belief that Allah (God) is just and fai:

5. Belief in the imamate (twelve leader:
came after Mubammad)

Believes that Muhammad’s friend
Abu Bakr should have succeeded i
Muhammad as leader of Islam (which '..¥ g

he did), and that Muslim leadec  :

| Believes that the leadershi;
| passed directly from Mu
. ‘ and son-in-law), and then ¢
bloodline. Thi- S | This is the smaller branch ¢
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - tey Beliefs

Tawhid has influenced Muslim u
perrereesrarasararasararanararanaran ‘ sk of imagery — because Allah is
, ' beyond human imagination, mo
(Allah in Arcgg®s ry Muslims forbid making images
important 1Yk FWR him. Instead, Muslims may focu
is central to I TSl on calligraphy or geometric
makes it a monc patterns to understand Allah’s
religion. beauty, etc. without trying to
----------------------------------------- represent him_

Tawhid is incorporated into the
Shahadah — the Muslim statement of
faith; one of the Five Pillars of Sunni
Islam and also important to Shi’as.
The Shahadah starts with ‘There is no
God but Allah’.

-

Saying or acting as if Allah is not one is called shirk
in Islam.

= An example of lesser shirk (saying Allah is one,
believing it) might be...: 1g money as if it sh
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - fey Beliefa

Muslims believe that Allah is beneficent (lovi
believe he has shown this by revealing the Qu:

believe that he is both immanent and showing Muslims how to live good lives so the
: franscendent. believe that Allah does good in the world, hel:
............................................................. and forgives peoplels sins when they ask.

Muslims believe that
Allah is omnipotent —
that he can do
anything. This is
demonstrated in his
creation of the world.

Muslims believe that Allah is f&
just (adalat in Shi‘a Islam). Thig
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - tey Beliefs

/-Nature of Angels:
= Angels are made of light,
by Allah.

Angels do not need to ea
or sleep, etc.

Angels have no gender.
Angels do not have free
will (unlike humans).
Angels continually worsh
Allah.

v YWYV

‘... We bade the
Jibril and Mika’il are two of the most important angels in Islam, but

angels bow down including many who Muslims do not know the names of. These inclu
to Adam, and => Israfeel (Raphael) will blow the trumpet c; the Day of Judgem
they bowed > = There |§ an anglell of death wh’o ’r"'le “oad ‘]‘e s souls when they

= In Muslim tradition two argi o, on-each shoulder, on ez
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down..)
(Qur'an Surah 7:11)

".éln,_.:;s —for use at the Day of Judgement.

r jac

records*'.
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - Tey Beliefa

----------------------------

wn as predestination or qadar. However, they still
ans have free will, it is just that Allah knows what they

= Sunnis believe that Allah writes their
destinies on the ‘Preserved T-" &
= They believe that Allah sk w } sir

future, while2>< ' si. “ Je, because
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Talam - Beliefs and Teachings - Tiey Beliefs

Muslims believe in the

2 nd judged. In the life after death
(Akhirah) they will go to Heaven/Paradise
(jannah) or Hell (jahannam). This judgement
is fair, because humans have free will and so
humans are responsible and accountable for
their actions.

will see Allah

COPYRIGHT
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Jahannam is described as a p' >« of hv o
Muslims believe that " i
thengoto ko2 «eiddt A i uds

Aists

. d spiritual torment. Some
or people in hell to be forgiven and
e generally believed to go to hell —some
may be able to go to heaven.
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Tslam - Beliefs and Teachings - fluthority,

.............................................................................
0

- Prophethood (Risalah) is very important in Islam. .«

that the prophets
man, Adam, o

......................

Muhammad I Note: Muslims
Role | usually add ‘peace be
=>» Final prophet in Islam, who | upon him’ or ‘pbuh’ |

revealed the Qur'an from Allah. | after the name of the
=> Formed the Muslim community — | Prophet Muhammad
the ummah. : in speech and writing |

= Arole model for Muslims. to show respect. |

Importance

= Muslims must believe that Muhammad is the prophet of
Allah. He is the final prophet, the Seal of the Prophets.

=>» Even if Muhammad is not believed to be the first Muslim,

without him there would not be Islam as it is to:'::

e are many other
prophets recognised in
Islam; many the same as
those in the Jewish and
Christian faiths — these
include Musa (Moses)
and Isa (Jesus).

the Seal of the Prophets...
(Qur’an Surah 33:40)

=>» To teach humans how to live,

Importance
=>» The first human, Muslim and
=>» Believed to have built the firs

=> Rebuilt the
place in Isla
pilgrimage,

Importance
>
>

Muslim fest
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Tslam - Beliefs and Teachings - fluthority,

>

>

/Qur’an

The Qur’an is believed to be the direct revelati- » i's : -
Qur’an means ‘recitation’ — Muhamm-d - ode !

Muhammad received this reve'~ « . i ' sangel Jibril

(Gabriel). : .

% Some Vit |i 3 huene received the whole of the
Qur'an i1 ESEM vhile others believe that it was revealed
over a nui

Allah is the ultimate authority for Muslims, and so the Qur'an

is an incredibly important source of authority, because it is

the word of Allah. Many Muslims try to follow the Qur’an

fully, seeing it as Allah’s will for all time.

% While no Muslims deny the authority of the Qur'an, some
do apply modern interpretation to it, and argue that some
parts of the revelation were more applicable to the time in
which it was revealed.

The Qur’an teaches Muslims how to live — what is right, and

how they should act.

Muslims believe that the Qur’an completes and corrects

earlier holy books.

Shariah law is Islamic law, and is largely based on the Qur’>n.

---------------------------------------
-

The . r’an is the most impo
¢ ‘ther books from the
eved to be earlier revel

Torah (Tawrat) —the fi
Bible, Muslims believe
the Torah is no longer

The Qur'an is in Arabic,
and it is important to
Muslims for them to rea
the original in Arabic,
ever though there are
e slations.

A“her‘e are 114 surat
(chapters) in the Qur'an.
e The Qur'anis treated
with extreme respect;
kept clean, and stored
higher than other books
to show its importance.
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Tslam - Beliefs and Teachings - fluthority,

The imamate in Shi'a Islam refers to the collection of imams, or leaders, who came =
Islam one after another, and were blood relatives of Muhammad — in Sunni Islam a
but not of the whole Sunni community.

.
.’lll llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
‘r

History of the Imamate

=> Sunni and Shi’a Muslims disagreed about who should succee
% Sunni Muslims believe the Four Pic . %y 3uided Caliphs su
Muhammad. Sunnis have t! 1 ~!' jued additional leader
has not constant'y sc =~ Suini Caliphate (leadership of
% Shi'a Mi:2i stn =.ethat Ali (the Fourth Rightly Guided
‘. se e first successor of Muhammad. They believ
<_aership of Islam should be passed down Muhammad’s
; he largest branch of Shi’a Islam is the Twelvers. They believ
12 imams who followed Muhammad and led Islam (beginnin
= Twelvers believe that the final, twelfth, imam, known as the b
die, but was hidden (which is known as the occultation). The
Madhi is still alive, and will return at the end of time.
% Not all Shi’as share all beliefs with the Twelvers. Some bel
12 imams, but not in the occultation. Some believeinad
succession of imams forming the imamate.

Role of the Imamate

To guide Muslims (Shi’a
=>» To be both religious and
= Twelvers at least believ
infallible — they could n
Allah’s will. This gave th
teach and interpret the

N
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N - anificance of the Imamate

= Helped shape the early

=> Part of the division bet
which sometimes cause
community.

= Ali’'s younger son Husay
martyred at the Battle
challenging the Sunni le
remembered at the fes

= Twelvers believe that t

the end of time, bringin
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Some questions ask for comparison between religions. This is not
expected in the exam, but activities involving comparison should help
students to remember points about Islam and broaden their
understanding of similarities and differences between religions.

Islam Topic on a Page Activities A

Always check
informatio
specificatio

1.

Key Beliefs

1

See summary sheet

2) See summary sheet

3) See summary sheet

4) For example:

e  Belief in the oneness of G~
° Belief in the pronh i
. £ :

L

L

1 mark per point (maximum 2)

5) For example: I think that belief in the oneness of God and belief in the prophe
prophet, are the most important beliefs for Muslims, as they are the core belie
Islam’s statement of belief (the shahadah). I also think that belief in the Day o
important for Muslims because both Sunni and Shi’a Muslims have this belief

6) For example: I think that Sunni and Shi’a beliefs are more similar than they are ;
their key beliefs overlap, and many others are shared. For example, Shi'a Mus
books, and Sunni Muslims believe that God is fair and just. The only key belief
predestination and about who rightfully led early Islam, and these are not mo
which they share.

7)  For example: 1 Ali (cousin of Muhammad), 2 Hasan (Ali’s eldest son), 3 Husayn ;
Muhammad, 6 Ja’far, 7 Musa, 8 Ali, 9 Muhammad, 10 Ali, 11 Hasan, 12 Muhamm

2. Oneness of God: Tawhid

1) See summary sheet

2) Seesummary sheet

3) Seesummary sheet

4) For example: Allah is seen as unique in Islam because this is taught in the Qur’
God, and the only being who created the universe, and so is unique in this respe:
any parents, wives or children, so no one is quite like him.

5) For example: Most mosques do not have statues, becaw }he belief that Alla
he is beyond human imagination. In mosques t+.
instead of Allah or distract from worshi» ' rsi =

6) For example: -

e  Tawhid influers:
e
° wehces Musllms today in that they are careful not to commit tl
ng which would imply or say that Allah is not one, such as worshi:
Accept any relevant points
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
7) For example: In Islam, Muslims believe in one God who is also one person, und

believe in one God who is three persons. Therefore, while both Muslims and C
Christian God is not presented as one person as Allah is presented in [slam.

GCSE AQA Topic on a Page: Short Course — Islam (Answers) Page 1 of 5
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Nature of God

1) Seesummary sheet
2) Seesummary sheet
3) Seesummary sheet. D, B, A, C
4) For example: [ think these beliefs about God must make Muslims feel happy a
God loves them, and is merciful, so will not necessarily condemn them for mak
that he is fair rather than prejudiced. Muslims can feel awe at a transcendent
relationship with him which can enrich their lives.
5) For example'
. . for Allah hath power over all things.” (Qur'an 2:7¢*
. .. For Allah loves those who turn to Him Coms Ly | He loves those w!
(Qur an 2:222)
e ‘IsnotAllah The Wisest of 1", 7"
6) For example
N _
. loves those who turn to Him constantly and He loves those w
(Qur an 2:222)
e  Muslims believe that Allah is fair and just. They believe that he will judge
how they have lived.
Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark f
If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for scriptuE
7) For example:
e  Muslims believe that Allah is eternal. This may make them feel more comfi
e  Muslims believe that Allah is omniscient/all-knowing. This may mean that
deeds as they believe that Allah knows what they do.
e  Muslims believe that Allah is wise. This will likely make them want to follo
knows best and his guidance will help humans.
4. Angels
1) Seesummary sheet
2) Seesummary sheet
3) Seesummary sheet
4) For example: Jinn are evil spirits, made from fire. Unlike angels they have free v
called Iblis or Shaytan, who is a jinn, rather than an angel. Jinn may try to tem
5) For example:
e  ‘Behold, the angels said: “O Mary! Allah h- .
all nations.” (Qur'an3:42) ..
e  ‘Say: “The Angel of Death .« 1 i}ae of you, will (duly) take your souls: ¢
[ ]
L ]
and one on the left.” (Qur'an 50:17)
6) For example:

e  Munkar and Nakeer are angels who test the faith of the dead before they
e  Thereare angels who guard heaven and hell. Ridwan is the guardian of he

GCSE AQA Topic on a Page: Short Course — Islam (Answers) Page 2 of 5
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7) For example:
e  One argument with justification
e Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position
. Good, well-justified arguments for and against, linked together
e  Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and against,
linked together and leading to a reasonable conclusion.

Points and Justification for
e  Muslims believe that the angel Jibril revealed the Qur'an to Muhammad f
e  The Qur’an talks about angels communicating with people for Allah on oth:

e  ‘Behold, the angels said: “O Mary! Allah hath chosen thee and purified th
all nations.” (Qur’an 3:42)

e  Muslims believe that the angel Mika'il rewards 7>

e Jibril and Mika’il are the two most impert: At -
angels fulfil. :

e  Angels do fulfil these r~

p figple.
n [slam, so these must

~does not exclude them fulfilling othe

Points and Justific:

tthere are many different angels who fulfil many diff

° M " k be 10
re 0 111 the Qur'an - some angels do communicate with people for
e M believe that angels continually worship Allah, so this is also part

e Muslims believe that Israfeel will blow the trumpet on the Day of Judgem
e  Muslims believe that there is an angel of death who takes their souls.

e  ‘Say: “The Angel of Death, put in charge of you, will (duly) take your souls
your Lord.” (Quran 32:11)
e  Muslims believe that there are angels sitting on their shoulders recordin

e  ‘Behold, two (guardian angels) appointed to learn (his doings and note th
on the left.” (Qur'an 50:17)

Accept any relevant point or justification.

5. Predestination and Human Freedom

1) See summary sheet
2) Seesummary sheet
3) Seesummary sheet

4) For example:
e  Sunni Muslims believe that their actions are predestined - they believe t
in his ‘Preserved Tablet’. They believe that they are still free, but that Allak:
e  Shi'a Muslims do not believe in predestination; they believe that they det ‘
This is called ‘bada’. However, they believe that Allah does guide their ch

Accept any relevant points

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed poi~* © taximum 4)
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5) For example: .
¢ ‘From Allah, verily nothing is hidd ;= * »rtii6r in the heavens.” (Qur'an 3

e ‘Knowest thou not that Al .i & ¢ .l thatis in heaven and on earth? Ind
easy for Allah.” (C : T

o ‘HeicumFii: 7 i Last the Evidentand the Hidden: and He has full kno:

6) A
M that the Shi'a view of predestination makes the most sense, asI do i
free if God knew what they would do before they did it. '
e [ think that the Sunni view of predestination makes the most sense,as1 b
then he will also be all-knowing, and will know people’s actions before the;

g

 Education

7) For example: Predestination and human freedom relate to the Day of Judgemen:
will be judged on their actions. If Allah already knows what humans will do b
will judge them on the Day of Judgement. This could also seem to oppose hum
already known to Allah, then people may believe that they are not free to chan

GCSE AQA Topic on a Page: Short Course — Islam (Answers) Page 30of5



6.

Life after Death: Akhirah

1) Seesummary sheet
2) Seesummary sheet
3) Seesummary sheet
4) b) Resurrection of the Body
5) For example:
e  ‘Every soul shall have a taste of death: and only on the Day of Judgment sh&
recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to the Ga
(of Life): for the life of this world is but goods and chattels of deception.’
e  ‘Gardens of perpetual bliss: they shall enter there, 2= - :Il as the righteou
and their offspring: and angels shall enter vt - ft sm every gate (wi
e  ‘And to every soul will be pald in ful‘ e - ‘its Deeds; and (Allah) k
(Qur’an 39:70) G
6) For example Muslim<%: ‘vvhen people die their bodies remain in the
g th 2l ot death takes their souls.
7) mparison between life after death in Islam and Christianity
Similarities
o  Muslims believe in resurrection of the body, as do many Christians.
e Muslims believe in equivalents of heaven and hell as Christians do.
e Muslims believe in a Day of Judgement at the end of time, as many Christia
e Muslims believe in the second coming of Jesus before the end of time.
Differences:
e Muslims do not believe in purgatory, unlike some Christians.
e Muslims do not believe in immortality of the soul, unlike some Christians.
7. Prophethood: Risalah
1) See summary sheet
2) Seesummary sheet
3) Seesummary sheet
4) For example: Prophets in general are important to Muslims because they have I
examples for Muslims to follow.
5) Forexample: ‘
° Muslims believe that Muhammad is Allah’s messenger, who received the Q:
teach people how to live according to Islam.
e ‘Muhammad is... the Messenger of Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets..” (Q:
e  Muslims believe that Muhammad is a role model for Musllms He formed t}
ummah) and established Allah’s will.
Accept any relevant points and reference to scr. i o
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks nor g . ea point (maximum 4), 1 mark f
If only one religious belief * .- e { o ‘maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for scrip
6)
7) For example:

e Muslims believe that the prophet Musa (Moses) received the Tawrat (Tora}

e  Muslims believe that the prophet Dawood (David) wrote the Psalms (Zabu:

e  Muslims believe that the prophet Isa (Jesus) was a good person and taught
did not die, but ascended to heaven.

GCSE AQA Topic on a Page: Short Course — Islam (Answers) Page 4 of 5
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Holy Books

1
2)
3)
4)

5)
6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet

See summary sheet. C,B,D, A

For example: It is particularly hard for Muslims to suggest that parts of the Qu
modern society because the Qur’an is believed to be the exact word of Allah, a
question Allah. However, some Muslims do suggest that the Qur’an was Allah’
and that as modern society is very different, parts of the revelation may not ap

d) Proverbs

For example: The Hadith and the Sunnah (the writines = 5 ~the life, words an
particularly important to Muslims today, becav..¢i hit - fuhammad’s advice i
word of God), he was believed tobea * '~ _mc person, and so his advice is
help Muslims to understand th: usl’ims also want to follow Muhamme
God, and they want te b :

1

eat the Qur an with respect by keeping it on the highe
ot in'a protectlve cloth, Musllms must keep it clean (Muslims m

9. The Imamate

1
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet

See summary sheet

For example: The 12 imams are important to Shi’a Muslims because they believ
leaders of Islam and were divinely inspired - therefore, their words and actions a:

For example: The imams needed to be religious leaders because they were guidin;
according to Allah’s will, and they also needed to be political leaders because the
for practical matters as well, and the Shi’as fought battles with Sunnis over the pa;

For example:

e  Belief in the imamate influences Shi’a Muslims because they want to follo
these imams gave. They also remember them at festivals, such as the ma

o  Belief in the imamate also influences Shi’a Muslims because it influences
Twelver Shi’as believe that the Madhi will return at the end of time, so th

e  Belief in the imamate influences Shi’a Muslims in following Islam in a diff
Sunnis do not believe in the imamate and follow(ed) different leaders an
practices.

Accept any relevant points

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed pomt f"3 : émum 4)

- unnis and Shi’as are

For example: the four Rightly Guided Calipbs s’ are
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