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The revision summaries in this series are designed to support your students as
they study GCSE AQA Short Course Section A: Islam, and have been designed to

cover the major themes and concepts of each topic point accordingly.

All students, whether they are academically strong, average or weak, can including changes to the
benefit from a concise and clearly explained set of notes to revise from, both as specification and sample
they work through the AQA course but also when preparing for their end of assessment material.

course exams. It is recommended, therefore, that students be given each

Teacher’s Introduction

Always check the exam board
website for new information,

relevant summary after learning a topic so that they can clearly understand the summaries and refer back to
them when needed. The summaries can also function well, however, as a pack given to students in the run-up to
their exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

v
v

Keywords: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of discussion
and disagreement.

Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic, they are a clear and concise set of notes that
help students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic.

Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary and a
way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

Practice Questions: A full set of practice questions (with extra multiple-choice questions), complete with
mark schemes. These are useful for students wishing to improve their knowledge on a particular topic and to
practice skills as they approach their end-of-year exams.

This clearly ensures students have not only a grasp of the key themes of each topic, but a way to understand their
place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made detailed notes may
benefit greatly from these revision summaries in helping their recollection of key topics closer to their end-of-
course exams, especially when looking over topics covered earlier in their studies.

September 2018

Update v1.1, October 2025
As per the exam board assessment updates, changes have been made to the practice questions:

“contrasting” replaced with “different” in the 4 mark question
5-mark question replaced with a 6-mark question
2-mark question reduced to a 1-mark question

Free Updates! }

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other RS resources your school has purchased, and
details of any promotions for your subject.

*resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Introduction to Islam

&v% Overview

Islam is the second largest faith group in the world today, with 1.8 billion people whe
monotheistic faith, which means that Muslims believe in one God, who is commonly

‘Allah’.

Islam began in the sixth century with the preaching of a holy man named Muhamm:
most important Prophet and final Prophet of Islam. He is considered to be the Fath¢
in the faith. Muslims believe he was given the final revel>tic - . m God, which was st
revelation forms the Qur’an, which is the holy text si1 la- .. T he Qur'an s, for the ni.
authority. Other sources of authority inclv .+ §unxi"ahf(the actions of the Prophel

"

sayings of the Prophet). okl v
¥ A”y - M‘X -
The word Is] b2 < . 7 ussion’ and large parts of the faith are about following t

of the ways | aMuslim will demonstrate their submission to God in their dails
prostration daily prayer. Some Muslims pray five times a day, while others p1:
all prayers, Muslims will prostrate themselves to demonstrate their submission to Gg

There are different branches of Islam. The two dominant factions are the Sunni and the |
only groups of Muslims. Furthermore, within these groups, Muslims might hold to be pa:
based on whether or not they believe in certain teachings derived from jurisprudence, or |

Islam is a religion that began as a small religious movement in what is now known ay
military conquest to become an empire, and is now an established world religion. Cux
of many nations such as Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Iran.

@ Key Points

Muhammad

The Prophet Muhammad is the founder of Islam. In the beginning of the sixth centu:
Jibril visited the Holy Man in a cave on Mount Hira to begin the process of delivering
the Holy book, the Qu'ran. After his name, you might commonly see the phrase ‘pea.
a common practice as a mark of respect for the important Prophet. His life is consid:
many will strive to follow his life actions.

The Qur’an

The Qu'ran is the holy text within Islam. It is understood by Muslims to be the literal
revelation to the Prophet Muhammad. It is considered perf.i o id without flaw in ity
kept above all other books within a Muslim home ac a'i ar | (£ respect. It is the sour¢:
can derive moral teachings. 4

Sunnis and Shi’as s

There are tv, Ror . . Lusof the Islamic faith. These are known as the Shi'a and t
Muslims in ild identify as Sunni. This divide is rooted in the issue of successici
Prophet Mu ad in 632 CE. The Sunni Muslims thought that the succession shov.
companion of the Prophet, while the Shi’a Muslims thought that the succession shoi
Prophet who was married to Muhammad’s daughter, Fatimah. This resulted in a bre:
stands to this day.

The Five Pillars

Within Islam, there is an analogy which describes the way in which the practices of It
These are the Shahadah (the declaration of faith), Salah (daily prayer), Sawm (fasting
(charitable giving) and the undertaking of the Hajj (the pilgrimage to Makkah).
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Koy Beliefs

® ® ® %////////////////
The Six ?éwtwles of Sum::t Islam %/Z
Fiwve Roots of Shi'a, Islar (M

@ Keywords "

=

= 8,

L

a
B

' s
©  Sunni - One of the main branches of Islamic faith: 1 -y Sllow the Six Article: // /////////%/%
o Shi’a - One of the main branches of Isla:nic fai} :.ney follow the Five Roots %////// %/
o  Allah - This is the Arabic wor(‘l Lorise f « —
o  Islam - This is the faith ! «cb | "uslims follow; the word ‘Islam’ means ‘submi
o Usulad-Din - ' ,Q"'a {’Eifués of Shi’a Islam.
o Artil L he term for the central facets of Sunni belief.
o Ada e Shi’'a term for the Justice of God.
o Tawhid - Belief in the Oneness of God.

o  Angels - Unseen, holy entities who bring God’s revelation to humans.

o Risalah - This is the article of faith which refers to belief in Prophets.

o  Day of Judgement - The day the world will end and Muslims believe all hum
their actions.

o  Justice - The concept that God will treat humans with fairness and without |

o  Resurrection — The concept of God raising humans from the dead on the Day

o Imamate - This is the Shi'a belief in the leadership of the Imams.

o  Twelvers — The section of Shi'a Islam that specifically believes in Twelve Imax

o  Supremacy - The idea that God is all-powerful over all of creation.

\’”’% Overview

The Sunni and Shi’a branches are the two main factions within Islam. These were cre
Prophet when the Sunnis believed that the father-in-law of the Prophet, Abu Bakr, w.
Muhammad and elected him one of their Four Rightly Guided Caliphs. Conversely, St
son-in-law of the Prophet, should have succeeded him. They called him their Imam,
split the two groups in terms of leadership which resultantly created divisions in bel
some beliefs, including belief in the Oneness of God and in the Prophets, but there ai
The core facets of each respective branch of Islam are represented in two groupings: |

Islam and the Five Roots of Usul ad-Din (Shi'a Islam). ¥ ) COPYRIGHT
" PROTECTED

o

%) Key Points

s ¢ | kaith in Sunni Islam

I, there are six articles of faith which are central to Sunni beliefs 1. )
God, but also regarding the world around them, the acceptance of God’s past interact lg
expectations regarding the end of the world.

These Articles are as follows: E dU ¢ Cftl on

o  The Supremacy of God’s Will:
o This is the belief that God is all-powerful, and therefore everything in exist:
done so because God wished it to be. They believe that nothing has or can ¢
God allowing it to.

GCSE AQA Short Course Revision Summaries: Section A: Islam Page 3 of 27



e  Belief in Angels
o Thisis the belief in the existence of supernatural beings who are above hui
believe that they bring communications from God (revelations) to human @
duties they carry out to serve God. There are many angels within Islam, bu.
Jibril.
e  Belief in the Authority of the Holy Books
o Thisis the reverence and respect afforded to the Muslim Holy Texts. The 1
God’s final revelation to mankind. They also believe the Qur’an is the word
and immutable. There are other books which are considered holy, but thes:
which were changed or confused.
e Tawhid
o This means the belief in the Oneness of God. Islam is ~.monotheistic faith,
Allah is one, and there is nothing like him, so 27 e apt of comparison w
contradict this belief is considered to ke 2 gré; - < a-within Islam.

e  Belief in the Prophets ‘e |
o This is the belief that ©c (ha ¢ “1ic a series of prophets revelations over the
revealing hime» i1 ¢ ' revelation. This culminates in Islamic thought wit
giy hth . _.cet Muhammad, who is considered to be the final Prophet

ay of Judgement

e belief that there will be a day announced by the blowing of a tru:
Only God knows the timing of this day. At this point, all of humanity, livir
account for their actions during life and be judged according to them. This |
factor as to whether or not they are destined for heaven or for hell.

The Five Roots of Usul ad-Din

Usul ad-Din means the Principles of Religion; the phrasing of these facets of belief ai
roots demonstrates how these are incredibly important to Shi'a Islam as they directly
impact the principles of the faith. The five roots of Shi’a Islam are as follows:

e Belief in the Oneness of God

o Like Sunni Muslims, Shi'a Muslims also lay a great deal of importance on th
Islam is a monotheistic religion, this is a central, important belief held by I
is considered a very grave sin within Islamic thought.

e Belief in The Justice of God:

o Thisis the root of Shi'a Islam that refers to the nature of God as being just .
all people with a fair and impartial view. This is also known as Adalat. They
therefore will act justly as he has superior knowledge and is infallible.

e Belief in the Prophets

o Like Sunni Muslims, Shi'a Muslims believe that God has, throughout histor
to various people he has deemed worthy. These revelations were given to p¢
culminating in the Prophet Muhammad who is considered to be the final I';
revelation of the Qur'an.

o  Belief in the Day of Resurrection |
o This refers to the belief in the resurrectios ‘ot th | .lay of Judgement. Shi’'a

person dies, their body staysin ti « | naui'the state of Barzakh. At the p
the dead will experience ;w6 1« surrection — at which point all the living
their actions du a0 o ue'se of their lives.

o  Belief i i L

\- belief in the Shi'a system of leadership following the death of th
ve Imams following Muhammad’s death in 632 CE in order to guic
century. These were descended from Muhammad through his daughter (Fa
the first Imam. These imams are believed to be infallible.

o Ti
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/ Student Checklist

What do I know?

No Idea

Nearly Su

=
@ & ///
-

-
g

I can list all six articles of faith in Sunni Islam.

|

/

=

<

&

I can list all five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi'a Islam.

3
I can describe why these are impo+*-. -~ <

L

Muslims. G

&

s
////////////

o

a
P

o

.
=

.

L
s

-

I can identy escribe the key differences
between the six articles and five roots.

I can identify and describe the key similarities
between the six articles and five roots.
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Tawhid

@ Key Terms
O

Tawhid - the concept of the Oneness of God.

o One - the singular nature of God.
o Monotheism - belief in one god, rather than multiple gods.
o Shirk - the Islamic sin of suggesting God is not one.
o Lesser - the form of shirk when a person professes that God is one but does 1
o0  Greater - the form of shirk when a person openly st :+' ‘hat God is not one,
o Idolatry - the practice of worshipping some a7 i >r than the one God wit
o  Calligraphy - A beautiful form of'.c = 7, commonly used to decorate mosg
o  Shahadah - the Islamic 2 iara 1\ u o faith which declares God to be one.

: .

. = = i

This is the Islamic concept of the oneness of God; that he is completely and utterly ot
deeds can only be attributed to One God. This idea permeates various aspects of relig
the Islamic declaration of faith, the Shahadah, which is said at the point of birth anc |
practice Salah (daily prayer). This short declaration specifically addresses the concept
is One.

Islam is a monotheistic faith; this means that there is only one God within Islam. Thi
God correctly, as all worship should be directed solely to him. This term is a theme w!
religious theory and practice of Islam. It is a central tenet of Islamic belief, repeated
described in Surah 112. This is expressed directly in one of the most important praye
which Muslims express, ‘There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is His Messenger .

Shirk

The sin of shirk is a particularly serious one within Islam, and is considered to be un

shirk is to contradict Tawhid and suggest or declare that God is not one. There are tw

considered to be unforgivable. They are divided into the categories of lesser and great

o  Lesser shirk s to profess verbally that God is one, but to I clieve inwardly that |
believe it. ) 2

e  Greater shirks to state openly that God i'n t cruujor to state belief that ther
polytheist (someone who believes . 10 ¢ ti.an one God, such as a Hindu) woul¢
of greater shirk. 8 ‘

Idolatry A
Idolatry is a’ within Islam that refers to the potential worship of images or pi\
concept of the oneness of God means that only God can be worshipped and, therefor
considered to be a sin, and a particularly grave sin. As a result of this view, there are
made. This rule also applies to any potential images of the Prophet Muhammad. This
themselves is avoided, allowing the focus of worship to remain on God. This is the re.
images or statues within mosques. Instead, they are commonly decorated with beaut|
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Allah
The Arabic name for God, ‘Allah’, has no plural forms. This shows how the concept ot
that Muslims use to refer to God.

-
g

-

a ///////%
Surah 112: /QZ////

@ g

‘He is Allah, the One. Allah, the Absolute. He begets not, n¢ /////////Z

And there is nothing comparable to Him' m—
&

=

o

&

/

L

@ Student Checklist s 4 { "3

s = .

A % L No Idea | Nearly | Sur

’ Wl‘a."f \ ‘ ihw«" ® @ S

a
B

o

I
%
g

L
s

L

I understand the concept of Tawhid.

I understand what greater shirk is.

I understand what lesser shirk is.

I understand why idolatry is important to avoid in
Islam.

I understand how calligraphy helps Muslims avoid
committing idolatry.
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The Nature of God

99 Beautiful Names - this is the number of beautiful names for God that M\
terms for God. These are found in the Qur’an and the Hadiths (sayings of Mu:
Merciful - the nature of God which depicts his mercy towards human beings
Qur’an.

o Just - belief that God will be fair in his judgement, giving punishment and re|

@ Keywords

o Omnipotent - the all-knowing, all-powerful nature of 7 id.

o  ‘Adalat’ - this is the Arabic term for ‘God’s J; ke } j -

o Al-Qadeer - the Arabic term for thone -~ v (7 Qoaf‘j(

o  Transcendent - the naturc .. ‘..~ - being beyond the realm of human phys
o Immanent-ther i : W C .d as being constantly close to humanity at all tis
0 Bencgul: - - . . .he belief that Allah is completely good.

A lief in the impartiality of God’s judgement and treatment of hurm

Overview

Muslims believe that there are many facets of God’s nature that collectively present ¢
Is. They believe that God has 99 beautiful names, which are remembered through sp.
string of prayer beads with 99 beads — one for each name of God. There are seven ma
are emphasised in Islam. The key beliefs about the nature of God are that he is:

omnipotent, immanent, transcendent, merciful, fair,

It is worth noting that the qualities of immanence and transcendence juxtapose with
imagine a God who can be both completely close to humans at all times, and also con:
This is solved within Islamic thought as they believe that while this would not be a cu
God is so powerful and not limited by the boundaries of the physical realm in the sai:
is able to be both at the same time.

Merciful

Muslims believe that God shows mercy to those who truly ren:»  and forgives them ¢
being merciful to the whole of mankind as well as ind*7* «u /T 2 giving of the Qur .
also seen as a great display of God’s mercy tov2vls .l « i wiankind, and his previous
evidence of his mercy throughout hist .

ic \>.m for ‘God’s Justice’. It expresses the Muslim belief that Alla
tions throughout their lifetime, good or bad. Muslims believe th:
therefore will make a judgement of a person’s action with full knowledge. They believ
in a just manner today, and this will continue to apply on the Day of Judgement.

Omnipotent

This is the facet of God that refers to his all-powerful nature. Muslims believe that G¢
powerful, able to make all things and control all things. This is also referred to within
which refers to the power of God.

GCSE AQA Short Course Revision Summaries: Section A: Islam Page 8 of 27
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Immanent

This is the facet of God’s nature that refers to his constant closeness to mankind. Th:
to man as his jugular vein — which, if cut, will end a person’s life. This puts forward t
it means to be a living human, and that he cannot be removed from what it means to

.
7/////////%
Transcendent ////////////
The term ‘transcendence’ in an Islamic context is the fact that God is beyond everyth y

He is understood to be removed from and greater than mankind.

/

-
g

-

v

&

Fair
This is the belief that God is completely fair; he will treat human beings and judge th.
they have acted. Those who have done evil will be treated accorc ingly, but those who

i
E
B

-

.

& d //
. el 5% ° o
Beneficent [ L § %
This is the key belief within Islam tha* 2 “ic |, hcrently and completely good. The go /////////////}%
i

P . . - L .
his just, fair and merciful nat;:» ' w2, as the many blessings he bestows upon peop
. & - .
referred to 57 times 1 = . "« ut wue Qur'an.

/ Stu

.

] et Checklist

No Idea | Nearly Su.
What do I know? @ @

I understand the concept of the Justice of Allah.

I understand the concept of Allah’s mercy.

I understand the concept of Allah’s fairness.

I understand how Muslims believe Allah shows his
goodness.

I understand how Allah can be both immanent and

transcendent. e ; . COPYRIGHT
2l it — PROTECTED

9
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Angels

S Keywords p—
i
.

i
7////////%
o Angels - supernatural beings which act as mediators between humans and G /////////////

|

/

S
.

o Immortality - the ability to live forever.

=

<

o  Sinless - the absence of the issue of sin.
o Jibril - the most important Angel within Islam.

&

o  Mika’il - A prominent angel within Islamic thought.

: < ’ . . /

o Holy - meaning ‘removed’ this refers to a state of being sacred. B
o Revelation - this refers to communications betwee - - | and human beings. /////////////%
.. . . q . i |

o  Book of Decrees - this is the book in which uatig I ccord the acts and thoug! %/ %%
) ] S . v

o  Light - the substance from whick i » . re1uade. i
o o1 ! e .‘ ]

o Free Will - the ability t«.r tke . v rai‘choices.
o o

o Isral-theanssi . 4 it -
- 2 21 who will blow the trumpet on the Day of Judgement.

Overview

Nature

Muslims believe that angels are real beings; indeed, belief in angels is one
of the Six Articles of Faith in Sunni Islam. They believe that they are
God’s first creation, and that he created them from light. They believe
that angels are God’s messengers and perform various duties as
intermediaries between humans and God. They believe that angels are
part of the unseen world. Angels are also considered to be able to dazzle,
as they are made of light, whereas humans do not have this ability. Unlike
humans, they have no gender - although, for the ease of discussion, it is
common to refer to an angel as ‘he’. Angels are immortal, so will not
suffer death as humans will. They are described in the Qur'an as never
ceasing the praising of God. Unlike humans, they have no need of the
sustenance gained through food and drink.

Role

Angels within Islam have many duties; one of their main functions, however, is to rel
humanity. This is because angels are holier than humans, and therefore able to be in |
humans are not holy enough to do this. This is because angels are without sin; they ¢
know what Allah allows them to. As a result of having no free will, they are without &

communicate with God. 2 COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9
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G Key Points

The key points about angels are regarding their various roles throughout history and
function today. Some more important angels have specific central roles within Islam,
Mika'’il, Israfil and Izra’l.

Jibril

This is the chief angel; he has historically been very important within Islam. He is also &
Gabriel. He has been instrumental throughout Islamic history in giving the most impa:
prophets. This was the angel who gave the revelation to the Virgin Mary that she woul¢
who is considered to be a very important prophet. Most importantly, Jibril was the an@
the Qur’an to the Prophet Muhammad, commanding him to rec* . He is also known ai

o u o
4 T
Mika’il P
5
This is another important angel wit>*. « ! m i.e nelped the Prophet Muhammad thy
life. Muslims believe that thi:..' . »’sc lielps believers today with their own spiritua
who is respongilde fc - v ingrain, thunder and lightning. He will assist Jibril o

iC 0. 1t is thought that he never smiles as he has seen the realitie:
ere.

Israfil

This is the angel who has a very specific job which has not yet occurred; he is respons
the end of time at the instruction of God, who is the only One who knows when this |
indicate the destruction of the world and with it the commencement of the Day of Ju
called to account for their actions during life. Within Judaism, he may be referred ta .

Izra’l

Also known at the angel of death, this is the angel who takes the final breath away fi¢
Only God knows and can decide the point at which a person will die; it is Izra’l (or on¢
controls), however, who is the one to take the final breath from a soul.

Other duties of angels include:

e  Dutting the souls into foetuses at either 40 or 120 days gestation (depending on
e  Being guardian angels

e  Watching over believers in battle

e  Taking souls to either heaven or hell

e  Asking souls questions on their actions during Barzakh

e  Recording actions in the Book of Deeds

Student Checklist

~

A

; No Idea Nearly Su:
What do I knov:? ‘ ® @

o

[ understal patare of angels in Islam.

I understand who Jibril is.

I understand who Mika'il is.

I understand the responsibilities of angels in Islam.
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Predestination and Feee V

O

@ Key Terms
O

Free Will - the concept of being able to make moral choices using your own v
Predestination - the concept that our choices have been predetermined by .
Al-Qadyr - the Islamic concept of the Power of God.

Responsibility - the idea that with free will comes the burden of responsibili
Day of Judgement - the idea in which, within Islamic thinking, humans wil.
choices and use of free will. s

Book of Decrees - where the angels keepar ce d 1 “he actions undertaken |
on the Day of Judgement to determi-= ™ -d.- “.nation of each human.

s

A

&g
L

e o

W

The concept of predestination refers to the idea that events that happen in our lives :
daily basis are not actually ones we have made of our own volition, but have been pr.:
thought about taking those actions. The idea of Free Will refers to the concept that Iy
and volition to make moral choices that are completely our own.

The concept of predestination within Islam is a slightly complicated one. Opinion ca:
groups — the Sunni concept and the Shi'a concept. While they agree on some key poii
marked differences between the two methods of thinking about this.

Sunni Concept of Predestination

O

O

The Sunni concept of predestination stems from their belief in the Supreme Wil
Articles of Faith of Sunni Islam. The Supreme Will of God, known as Al-Qadr, n\
supreme power over creation and everything in it. It logically follows that God 1\
happen within that creation, which includes human beings. Some Sunni Muslin
determine the actions that a person will take before they make those choices the
This places greater weight on the concept of God’s will rather than the free will ¢
still believe that humans have the responsibility to make moral choices and tha:
the choices they made in their lifetime.

Shi’a Concept of Predestination

0]

The Shi’a concept of predestination places less yui ht ; ) the all-powerful nature
freedom of humans to make their owr = - ! c. - es. The key difference is that -
that God has the knowledge 0«1 . » rvon will choose, but does not necessat:
take. ‘ i
An exameigof 1 o be if a wife wishes to buy her husband an anniversary U
he can @ 1av ¢ a limited edition copy of his favourite movie, or he can have ¢
well en L be able to say beforehand which he will choose (most likely, the &
will still have the free will to make his own choice. The key factor here to bring .
beforehand, but her husband still made his own choice.
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Human Responsibility

o Both Shi'a and Sunni Islam believe in the responsibility of humans to make mo:.
our freedom to make choices comes the responsibility to make the right moral ¢
only of ourselves (as our choices have a direct impact on where we will be called |

i
also for the benefit of others. The choices we make will impact the wider Ummal W/////
choices that we make are written to the Book of Decrees and will be used on the /%//////////
whether or not we go to heaven (Jannah) or hell (Janaham). P
o
Ve

The Day of Judgement g
o Regardless of their differing ideas on free will, both groups believe that on the 1 W
which is known only by God, all human beings (dead and alive) are called to acct %//%//
Book of Life will be presented to each individual by an ange. If the Book is han¢ A ER
then they have done well in the sight of God and wi'' b 0. 1g to Jannah (heaver // o
then the person has done bad deeds within *the rii < 4i:d is destined for Janahs

-
g

=

-

me Gu

5

e

-
s Qe

o Both Sunni and Shi’a Muslims belie7c i 7 1maiis still have free will, despite di "
q o ) . f
The human responsibility 2 1 rakc ©. ¢.wi choices directly affects humans’ experi /////////////%/
g W e
@ Sti Checklist

No Idea | Nearly Su
What do I know? @ @ o

I understand what free will and predestination are.

I understand the Sunni view on predestination.

I understand the Shi'a view on predestination.

I understand the concept of human responsibility.

I understand how beliefs about free will impact beliefs
about the Day of Judgement.

, » COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Life aftec Death

p

O

Death - the end of life.

Akhirah - this is the Islamic concept of the afterlife.

Barzakh - this is the state in which humans reside between the point of deai!
Sirat Bridge - this is the bridge that spans the fires of hell and over which s¢:
Day of Judgement - the end of the world, on which day the entirety of hum:
actions in life.

Jannah - the Islamic concept of heaven. ;

Janaham - the Islamic concept of hell. gl s

Book of Deeds - this is the docum~ = /h. ! the thoughts and actions of b
lifetime will be recorded. .~ :
Angels - unseenb -z n ! ave multiple roles in Akhirah.

3
L

b s the returning to life of the deceased on the Day of Juds

Overview

The reality of life after death is a very important part of Islamic belief. It is represenit
in Sunni Islam and in the Five Roots of Shi’a Islam. Life after death, referred toas A
certainty within Islam.

’ Key Points

Barzakh

O
O

e}

O

Barzakh is the concept within Islam of a state following death.

This state spans the time in between the point of death and the time God decides |
Day of Judgement. People do not go straight to heaven or hell upon their death, b
in the state of Barzakh until God decides that the Day of Judgement should take
Some Muslims believe Barzakh is a state of sleep, while others believe you exper
version of where you are destined to be (heaven or hell).

Some Muslims believe that during the state of Barzakh, you will be visited by twa .
will ask you a series of questions regarding your belief in Allah and your actions v

Akhirah

O

O

Day of Ju

O

O

O

Akhirah is the concept within Islam of the afterlife, which is believed to be a cer|
refers to the entirety of the afterlife — that being, the st f Barzakh, the Day ¢
of either Jannah or Janaham. i S

It is important to remember that while t1/'~» s1 fured to as life after death, thic
concept of a new kind or stage -7 1 . *h  iiterlife.

doamne. )
This is§ il cay, the timing of which is known only by God. This will commg¢
Israfil t&C@e® the trumpet. It will involve a resurrection of all the dead, who w!
living for their actions during life.

The Prophet Isa (Jesus) will return, and with the help of Jibril and Mika’il will ju
On this day, humans will be judged for their actions in their lifetime for which t!
which they are judged is down to the choices they made — this is the result of the
believe that all humans have to make good choices.

Muslims believe that on the Day of Judgement every human being will be hande
actions have been recorded. If the book is handed into the right hand then this ¢
will go to heaven. If the book is handed to the left hand then the person will go
choices that they have made in life.

GCSE AQA Short Course Revision Summaries: Section A: Islam Page 14 of 27
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Jannah o

o Jannah is the Islamic term for the concept of heaven, which is
considered to be a physical place. It is described throughout the Qur'an
as a beautiful garden full of joy and pleasure for the inhabitants. th o

o Those destined to be in Jannah are given plentiful, delicious foods and e
drinks, spending their time praising God and enjoying the comfort and //
beauty of heaven.

(N

o  While alcohol is considered haram (forbidden) on earth because it c

S

\\\\\

intoxicates, there is mention in the Qur'an of sweet heavenly wine o /
which does not intoxicate and is, therefore, able to be enjoyed by the inhabitani ///
o Theinhabitants of Jannah are also described as being eternally youthful. [
Nk
Janaham // 5 //////%%
o This is the Islamic name for hell. Within Isl~m chi. < L»ought to be a physical pi %/////// %/
throughout the Qur'an asaplace of g cc® . ! cotistant suffering. .
o Full of fire, Janaham is a pl>c i 5 it and suffering for those who are ther¢. W//
1nvolved in thls tormim s Vs described in the Qur’an in detail. s
o Those Bhei | drbe punlshed for their sins in a variety of ways describ: / ////////
include boiling water poured on them, and being burned with |
fire. On 1r skin becomes so burned that the pain is no longer o S

keenly felt, they will be given a new skin so that the pain is fresh. They
will also be forced to drink boiling water.

o The Qur'an states that in hell there is no respite from the suffering in
the flames, but it should be noted that while hell will always exist, u
those who are sent there on the Day of Judgement are not confined
there for the entirety of time. There is some respite for those who truly
repent — you can still get to Jannah should you truly repent of your
sins and submit to Allah. Some sins, however, are unforgivable, such a3
as Shirk (denying the Oneness of God).

@ Student Checklist
NoIdea | Nearly Su

What do I know? ® @

St

i

I understand what Akhirah is.

I understand what Barzakh is.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

I understand what will happen or Jlie © :(l
Judgement in Muslim th =

I understan fference between Jannah and

Janaham. lg
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) Practice Questions - Key Beliefs

-
g

_

Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢ ////?/////////
/

1. ‘Risalah’is the term for which belief? //////////////

A Inthe Oneness of God ////////Z

B Inthe Justice of God m—

L | |
C Inthe Imamate u
D

In the Prophets =

///////////////

=

o

&

a
B

o

2. ‘Tawhid’ is the Islamic concept which professes wh-. i at 50d?
o 1

Power =

\\\\\\\\\\\\

Oneness E . 1 N s
Immanence pilindl

E

A
B
C
D

B Janaham
C Jannah
D Barzakh

4. What concept gives Muslims responsibility over their choices?

A Predestination
B Free Wil

C  Judgement

D Al-Qadr

5. Give one example of the responsibilities of angels.
6. Explain two understandings of the concept of predestination and free will in Isl.

7.  Explain two beliefs about life after death in Islam. Refer to at least one piece of |
your answer.

8. ‘Tawhid is the most important part of the nature of God’
Evaluate this statement, and in your answer:
o  give reference to relevant Islamic doctrine
o develop well-supported arguments for and agains ‘1. view

o  give areasonable and justified conclusion -+ COPYRIGHT
o PROTECTED

9
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Authority
g
n
onplmetlf\ood ///
)
@]
O

=

o

G Keywords ;////////%2

%/////////////%

Risalah - the concept of belief in Prophets.

Prophet - a person selected by God to receive revelations. é////;////%

o Muhammad - the final Prophet. / o ﬁ .
. .

o Adam - the first man and Prophet. 4 . // . ///////%

& .
o Musa - Moses; the Prophet who receivad: th "Tnfa“‘x .

r
s

5

o Dawud - David; the Prophet v' ( : sce 1 ¢ the Psalms. p— /%
g E i ///,

N _ . (e T

o Isa-Jesus; the !Pror: 550 v ceived the Gospels. P

o Ibr: Al v jae prophet who received the Scrolls of Abraham. ///////////%//

o Ish e son of Abraham. o ]

o  Reve the messages that God sends through his Prophets. A 4
o  Angels - unseen beings who bring God’s revelation to humans.

o  Seal of the Prophets - term for Muhammad that establishes his role as the |

o Rasul - a Prophet who has a revelation for all humankind.

o Nabi - a Prophet who has a revelation specifically for themselves.

Overview

The belief in Prophethood within Islam is a key aspect in both
Sunni and Shi'a Islam. The term ‘Risalah’ refers to the belief in the
sending of multiple revelations from God to mankind through the
medium of prophets. Muslims believe there have been about
124,000 prophets in history, with about 25 of them included or
referenced in the Qur’an.

Muslims believe that God sent prophets in his mercy to provide
revelation to guide mankind as he is too holy to communicate
directly with humans. The giving of revelation, especially the
Qur’an, is a clear example of God’s merciful nature.

They believe that the line of prophets sent by God ended with the
Prophet Muhammad, who was given the final revelation whi

has not been adulterated as other revelations previc; b he s . COPYRIGHT
They believe that throughout history, God haciic at #]jer texts

(such as the Torah and the Gospels) *. » ' »r 1opnets, but that PROTECTED
these texts became misunde= i . < l.esent his final revelation

in the form of the Q1" * w . h can never be changed, so cannot

become cor g Ch. ; uniderlines the importance of Muhammad
as the final I

9

Prophets are chosen by God for a specific reason; for example, the )
Prophet Muhammad is believed to have been chosen because he 09
was upstanding. His role as the final Prophet as receiver of the S RO

Qur’an has made him a central, honoured figure within Islam. EdUCQtIOn
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G Key Points

Adam

Role:

o  Iblis tested Adam and Hawwa (Eve), and they fell to temptation in the Garde

o  When they were expelled from the Garden of Bliss, Adam and Hawwa were p
became the first Prophet.

0  The Devil (Iblis) refused to bow down to Adam, disobeying an order to do s¢
from heaven.

o He built the first form of the Ka’aba.

Importance:

o  Adam was the first man, made from clay. s B

o Heis considered the father of all mankind. ~* = -
b

Ibrahim et .

Role: s T

o  Thisisg¥l-al '« . . ror Abraham.

pnet who is believed to have received The Scrolls of Ibrahim,
ve been completely lost.

Importance:

o Heis remembered specifically on Id-ul-Adha for his willingness to sacrifice i

o Heis also believed to be an ancestor of Muhammad, who is believed to be di.
Ishmael.

Muhammad

Role:

o Hewas the final of the 124,000 prophets. As a result, he is referred to as the
means after him there will be no more prophets sent by God.

o Helived from 570 to 632 ce

o Hereceived the Qur’an.

Importance:

o Muhammad is the most important prophet in Islam.

o His actions are emulated by Muslims today who attempt to follow the Sunna

o  Usually, the term ‘PBUH’ (Peace be upon him) is written or said after the nar
respect.

Other Prophets of interest...

Isa

o This is the Arabic term for Jesus.

0o  Muslims believe that Jesus was not the Son of God as he is understood to be
revere him as an important prophet.

o  They believe he received the Injil (Gospels), b .. 1a . 1s1nessage was misunc
followers. ‘A

o Importantly, they do not beli~~« ¢ t =.us was crucified and rose again as
believe that he was t2k .2 . *o hcaven by God, and did not die.

o Theyalsgegfut> * 1 « died for the sake of forgiveness of sins; they believe

b t. etleve that Jesus is capable of doing so is a sin.

e that he was born of the Virgin Mary.

o  He will return on the Day of Judgement to help judge humankind.

Musa
o  This is the Arabic term for Moses.
0o  Musa is the prophet who received the Tawrat, which is the Arabic word for i}

Dawud
o This is the Arabic term for David.
o  This is the prophet who received the Zabur, which is the Arabic term for the

GCSE AQA Short Course Revision Summaries: Section A: Islam Page 18 of 27
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/ Student Checklist

What do I know?

No Idea

Sur.

Nearly .
w
i

B
i
o

-
///////////

I understand the importance of prophets in Islam.

|

/

=

<

&

I understand the role of the Prophet Muhammad.

™ a’ i i

I understand the role of Isa, Musa e W
Ibrahim and Adam. S ! g

|
0

\
P

5

e

o

\\\\\\\\\\\\

.

L
s

E

I understa ole of the prophets in terms of

revelation.
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The Holy Books

@ Key Words

Revelation - the giving of a message from God to humans.
o  Authority - the power held by an entity to give instruction or guidance
o Qur’an - the final revelation and holiest text in Islam.
o Injil - the revelations of Gospels.
o  Tawrat - the revelation of the Torah.
o  Zabur - the revelation of the Psalms. ;
o Scrolls of Ibrahim - a revelation which isb ¢ ~d e jla’\ie been lost.

=

o Shari’ah - the law of God. - st

o e
ew&'_»wﬁx”

e

= ny,»

ey

Within Islam, there is a variety of books which are considered to be holy, without nec
having authority. The most important text within Islam is indisputably the Qur'an,
final revelation as given to the Prophet Muhammad. It is considered to be the literal :

God.

Other books considered to be holy in Islam are the Tawrat (Torah), Zabur (Psalms), &
Ibrahim (Abraham) and the Injil (Gospels). These books are remembered as importa:
revelation, but because their messages have been changed, in Islamic thought, they I
authority in Islam.

The Islamic beliefs regarding Holy Books, specifically the Gospels and the Torah, dirg:
of Christians and Jews in Islam. They are viewed as ‘People of the Book’ who worship
worship in a misguided way.

Qur’an

The Qur’an is the holiest book in Islam. It is considered to be the literal word of
God. The revelation of the Qur'an to Muhammad began in 610 CE, at Mount Hira
Makkah by the angel Jibril.

5%

Jibril is believed to have ordered him to ‘recite’ the Qur'an -, .. ‘h, for an

illiterate man such as Muhammad, is considered to’ v ¢ m « ‘le. He instructed

a scribe to write down the revelationsin Ax: . o da};, the Qur'an must

be written down exactly in Arabic v v« 0l ety no changes, to ensure that the Wor
giving of the revelation in *h' . '~ leinembered each year on the Night of Power di

The Quran'{@ en i Arabic, which is the holy language of God. It is considered to
it can cause e to convert to Islam. It contains 114 Surahs (chapters). The wor
references the story of the giving of the revelation to the Prophet by the angel Jibril |
accounts, life guidance and instructions on how to follow the will/path of God.

Due to the reverence to the Qur'an as the Word of God, it is respected and viewed as |
authority in Islam. It is considered wholly perfect and immutable.
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Injil

This is the Arabic term for the Gospels. These are not the Gospels as we have come to
Christian culture; these are past revelation that God gave to Isa during his lifetime. i
revelation was confused and adulterated.

The Gospels are referenced 12 times throughout the Qur'an.

Zabur

This is the revelation that was given to the Prophet Dawud, more commonly known .
Scrolls of Ibrahim

This is a revelation that is believed to have been given to the Prc ohet Ibrahim (Abral
is believed to have been completely lost. e &4

Tawrat 1 .

This is the Arabic term for th- 7 h: - Abh Iﬂce the Gospels, however, this is not the

we understand within T~ 1...gain, Muslims believe that this was revelation that |
t 4 154 but has been changed, parts lost or adulterated over time.

ese revelations have resulted in misunderstanding of the message

God was attenipting to give people, thus necessitating the need for the Qur’an.

/ Student Checklist

No Idea | Nearly | Sur:

What do I know? ® @ @

I understand what a revelation is.

I understand what the Qur’an is, and how it is viewed.

I understand what the Injil, Zabur, Tawrat and
Scrolls of Ibrahim are.

I understand what the authority of these texts is.
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Imamate

@ Keywords

o Imamate - the Shi'a belief in divinely ordained and guided leadership for the

Imam - one of the 12 leaders of Shi’'a Islam.
o  imam - the leader of a mosque.
o Caliph - the Sunni term for a leader of the faith.
o Shi’a - the branch of Islam that believes in the concept of the Imamate.
o  Muhammad - the final Prophet, whose leadership succession is believed by &!
o  Leadership - the function of the Imamate. e /
o Mahdi - the final Imam, believed to be hidd u1G *ti t.e Day of Judgement.
o  Divine - the source from which Tr . + their ordination and guidance.
o  Ahl-al-Bayt - the term 7. ihfif(; L ;eu**foyrefer to the family of Muhammad.

; 3
o

The Imamate is the term used to refer to the Shi’a Islamic concept of leadership. This
formed in the issue of the succession from Muhammad. The Prophet died in 632 CE, |
regarding who should succeed him to lead the Muslim community.

This is where the diverging ideas of the Sunni and Shi’a communities began. Shi'a M
in-law of the Prophet, was the rightful leader. They also believed the system of futur.
appointment — that is to say, each Imam had the just knowledge and holy guidance t.
also believe that this leadership should be passed down through the family. Within St
were elected.

Thus, the idea of Imamate came to be. This was a system of 12 leaders (seven in som¢
the Shi'a community from the death of the Prophet in 632 CE to 9% century.

Key Points

Imams

e  Therole of the Imam within Shi’a Islam is to function as a divinely
appointed leader of the faith in succession of the Prophet
Muhammad. They were intended to guide Shi’a Islam, and were
viewed as having divine authority to interpret Scripture.

®  The Imams are believed to be just and fair leaders, 7., ure also
given the position of authority via their parei ad aullity to
understand and teach the Qur’ar ¢ to .t spret Shari’ah Law
perfectly. e '

o  Shi'asbelieve that ¢/ ¢ ’n.iation has an Imam within it, as

da ' 2 .or people is needed. They are all believed to be

. the Prophet and, therefore, part of the family of

the Propiiet, known as Ahl al-Bayt.

e  Each Imam has the divine authority and wisdom to appoint their
successor.

e  The very small grammatical change of a capital T is extremely significant- an iy
to the leader of a mosque. An Imam with a capital letter refers specifically to thi:
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Twelvers

e  Twelvers are the largest section of Shi'a Muslims who believe there was a succes:

the final Imam. They believe that the previous 11 Imams all suffered death, but |
but was rather hidden by God somewhere in the world. He is known as the Mal.

i
L
e  There is a smaller part of Shi’a Islam, known as Seveners, who believe there we:: ///
-

Mahdi

e  The Mahdiis the term for the final Imam; Shi'as believe that the twelfth and fin.
They believe that he did not die, but was rather hidden by God. He will be reveal

will join the Prophet Isa (Jesus) in just judgement.

-
g

=

-

|

/

&

e
V.
]

a
B

o

\\\\\\\\\\\\

@ Student Checklist -1

No Idea

®

.

Nearl S
early u

-

I understand the concept of the Imamate.

I understand the difference between an Imam and an
imam.

I understand who the Mahdi is.

I understand the differing Sunni and Shi’a ideas about
leadership.
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@ Practice Questions - Authority

B
Multiple-choice Questions (Note: in the exam papers there will only be ¢ //////////////
&
1. ‘Isa’is the Arabic name for which prophet? ///////////////
i ///
raham —
. |
C David %//j
D Jesus T
o
2. Which of the following is considered to be wholly perfc =« F o
A TheInji e 5 '
» $ 7
B The Scrolls of Abraham i e -
C The Quran A L L
D The Zabur % * g
3. Whati m for belief in the system of leadership in Shi'a Islam?
A Im

B Twelvers
C Seveners
D Risalah

4. Which prophet received the Tawrat?

A Ibrahim
B Dawud
C Musa

D Isa

5. Give one example of an important prophets within Islam, other than Muhamm .
6. Give two examples of holy books within Islam, explaining the authority that ea:
7.  Explain two examples of the role of the Prophet Ibrahim. Refer to sacred writing

8.  ‘The Imamate are the highest authority in Shi'a Islam.’
Evaluate this statement, and in your answer:

®  Give reference to relevant Islamic doctrine.
e  Develop well-supported arguments for and against this view.
®  Give a reasonable and justified conclusion.
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) Mark Schemes - Key Beliefs

Multiple-choice: Correct answers in order: (d), (b), (c), (b) (1 mark each for a total of 411 s
.
.

.
5. 1 mark for any correct point. Possibilities include: / /
e  Mika'il helping Muhammad and believers in their faith L

.
Y

L
® Ensoulment of foetuses o

® Recorc?mg actions in the Book of Deeds . P
e  Escorting souls to heaven or hell s B |
e Israfil blowing the trumpet to sign-' *

=

<

e  Mika'il sending rain/thunder/lightning
e  [sra’ll as the angel of death

e  Jibril bringing revelation

e  Guardian angels

P

5

e

o

£
r
s

5

o

.

-
i

i &
6. 2 marksperpointforat . . -iarks:
# e
Simple exelgnatiy: - 1oy vk
" hai ¢ a = 2 marks

-

®  The Sunni view: That God is all-powerful, and the supreme will of God mean:
decision you are going to make (1). However, they still believe that humans hay
choices. (1)

e  The Shi’a View: That God knows what you are going to do before you do it, by
actions. (1) Humans have complete free will and therefore, they are responsib.«

7. Marked as the four-mark question, plus 1 mark for naming a relevant reference to +«
further mark for applying this to the question, for an overall total of 6 marks:

Students might include the points below, but any relevant points can be included:

e  Akhirah - This is the Islamic term for the Afterlife. It is a certain belief within

e  Barzakh - This is the state after death, but before the Day of Judgement, whe
Muslims believe that this is a state of sleep, whereas others believe that those |
asked questions by angels.

e  Jannah - This is the Islamic idea of heaven; it is described as a heavenly garde:
righteous who inhabit it. It is believed to be a real place.

e  Janaham - This is the Islamic concept of hell; it is described as being a fire-fili
unrighteous people who inhabit it. It is believed to be a real place.

»  Day of Judgement —This is the final day that only God knows the timings of, |
trumpet and all of humankind (living and dead) will be called to account for the

o  Verses of Scripture could include: Surah 56:42-44, Surah 13:23

8. Criteria:

One argument with justification

Different arguments for and against, with justifi .t sn 5 COPYRIGHT
OR Several linked, justified arguments fo. .~ e} heiuon
This is the highest level which > = ea )}‘ 'aif only one point of view is considere PROTECTED

mention of religion y

Good, welldustifi a ne.ics for and against, linked together

EC MR 1 . Lo religion

led. Welljustified arguments for and against, linked together and les
reasonavie conclusion.

Appropriate reference to religion used to answer question
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