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Teacher’s Introduction
This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching of

GCSE Edexcel B Religious Studies Area of Study 3: Section 2: Philosophy of Always check the exam board
Religion, and Section 4: Equality — for study with the religion of Christianity. | website for new information,

All areas of the specification are covered, and questions and activities are including changes to the
included to test knowledge and ability, and to help students to engage with | specification and sample
the topics. assessment material.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate concepts. Key words and Bible quotes are
included to help students to understand the material and to further their grasp of the subjects. A brief
introduction to the course and answering exam questions is provided for students at the start, and answers and a
mark scheme are included at the end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or complement to a textbook, as a class text or for
independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific classroom activity or
homework.

This topic involves studying a number of different arguments, ideas and opinions, from different Christian and
non-religious perspectives. This should both inform students and develop their thinking, enabling them to
approach issues from different points of view.

Common and divergent Christian perspectives are covered, as are non-religious views where necessary.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without oversimplification,
while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout we have tried to present all views
in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully, this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their exams. It
should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they want to teach to
their class.

Note: this theme covers several controversial and potentially upsetting issues such as racism. It is advised that teachers review these
sections before sharing them with their classes, and warn students about any content which may distress or offend.

June 2018

Free Updates! }

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has

purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.
* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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(ntroduction to the Course and How fo Answé

This course aims to cover Christian and non-religious beliefs, teachings and arg
religion and equality, as well as philosophical and ethical theory — and to assesg
ideas.

This course companion is designed to equip you with ' © formation you ne¢
knowledge and ability to answer related questiczs. N 2 _all'the questions and
exam-style, but those which are shou]d 22 o wueed i particular ways.

5 —

The exam board will glve v G]:}1 Je Cl{oice questions and ask you A
to give brief examp!«- - s asking you to ‘explain” and O
‘evaluate’ | arn |\ ptﬂrﬁons When answering all questions it is
important t use technical terms where possible, and to write

Lot

well using a style that is easy to follow and using correct spellings O
and grammar. More or less writing will be required, depending on
the number of marks. Try to spend as little time as possible on the '

shorter questions, to allow yourself more time for longer ones.

For each of the two sections you will get a 3-mark, 4-mark, 5-mark, and \__
12-mark question in the exam. o

Hopefully this resource will be interesting,
informative, and help you to achieve good
results.

A
f

For the 3-mark ques*'{ A0 All ve asked to “outline

three” examnler. ac 2 gteachings. For ‘outline” questic

yoroaie ‘e 2 _2eone-sentence answers. You will get
-\ . .

- nay ot each point up to a maximum of 3 marks.

& W,

&docoi\oﬂ r the 4-mark question you will be asked to ‘explain’ two things, e.g. ref
- ou need to give two different points, and, to get full marks, you must de
both; for example, with a quote or other evidence. So you can think of it &
per point and a mark for developing each point. This should show that y:
information as well as being able to recall it. The developments must be i
point they are justifying and to the question, and you will not get full mat
same justification for both points you give in one answer.

~

The 5-mark question is very similar to the 4-mark question. As well as making COPYRIGHT
developing/justifying both, you should refer to at least one source of wisdom ¢1
Bible or Catholic teaching (as well as your development/justification). Again, ft P ROTECTE D
points are as different as possible so that the person m~:' mg gives you credit f¢

point/development you make. e 2y

>

—

(o \m
The 12-mark question is ool ¢ f’; wd there is a little more to remember. You will need

9

means Zivilg L /Jr{%tlfICathI’lS for and against the statement (so agreeing witl

Q9

Education

alternative o
X

o U”Co to a conclusion, picking the most convincing side of the argument (basé

given!) and saying why you think this is the case. You need to refer to Christian teaching.

non-religious arguments and philosophical/ethical arguments, or different Christian point:

View). "Make sure you have good reasons for all the points you make a
also need

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 2 of 89



Philosorhy of Religion

Many Christians believe that God has revealed himself to humans, includi
miracles, which they may take to be proof of the existence of God, or at lé:
Christians may also feel that they experience God through other types of re
when they are praying. However, some people AN onvinced that relic

/h -
Some Christians have used arguments, such 2 71t * 2 &sign argument and ¢

try to prove the existence of God *:ciug i = heists have argued against thée!

. . . 7 7 . . .
consider whether a religic: fnr)n ,—.enélous upbringing contributes to wh
ol 4 T S

God or not. e
9 e
(29
— &

Keywords:*

% atheist - someone who does not believe in God or gods

% cosmological argument — a case for the existence of God, based on the ide
than nothing and because certain natural laws about the universe point tow

% design argument — a case for the existence of God, based on the idea that

created for a purpose and appears organised

evidence — indicates that something is likely to be true

» miracles — events which seem supernatural and unexplainable by natural Ia¥

Christians to be performed by God or his agents

prayer — communication with God

proof — shows something to definitely exist or be true

religious experience — in Christianity, when people feel God's presence

revelation - experiencing God in a way in which he is seen, heard, or gives k

vision — a type of experience where God, or a Mg’ : of God, is seen

~

——

®,
0.0

D3

X3

S

X3

8

7
0.0

X3

%

0,
000

— % J
5
s f ol
. 2 (7 4 A wd/
Revelation A4 e
Y- 9 L : 7‘/-
Many Chrid )elTéve that God has revealed himself to humans, and that

God'’s existerice, because if people have experienced God then he must exis
generally refers to where God has been seen, and/or he has imparted know
are many instances of revelation in the Bible, including to those such as N¢
Testament, and through Jesus, as the incarnation of God (God as a humar

Keywords:

% compassion — love and mercy for others

covenant — a promise between God and humans

disciple — in Christianity, a follower of Jesus

faithful - loyal

idol - a false God, sometimes created as a statue or im: ge
incarnation - God as a human, inthe flesh 5
just — fair and lawful 4 g
Jewish law - a set of importaz-. ’éS/ Aich Jews live by
New Testament — ﬂ/“/ A (jf:'/,&éutioh of the Bible, dealing with events to d¢

KD
<R X4

7

8

X3

%

X3

8

X3

%

7
°o

X3

8

7
L X4

7
0.0

0o
/

discipleg 5 >
) g
old el - the first section of the Bible dealing with the time before J
&d\ﬂ
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Old Testament Revelation — Noah

One person to whom God revealed himself in
the Old Testament was Noah, according to the
book of Genesis chapters 6-9. God is
displeased with humankind, but sees that Noah
is a good man. He commands Noah to make an |
ark, a large boat, and take aboard with him hif( . q;w
family and many animals — some animzis =
should take one pair of, some evea Lais—and |
food. God tells Noah ta i %5 g0ing to send a
great floog D¢ « L ufl the other life on
earth. How wfgﬂo“ 1e will make a covenant with
Noah. A covenant is a promise between God
and humans.

A fresco (painting on a wall,
Noah does as God has commanded him, and left, the artist portrays G
after the flood, God tells Noah to come out of
the ark with his family and the animals so that they can fill the Earth.

‘Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—bi
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that they may aboun¢
fruitful and multiply on the earth.” (Genesis 8:17 NK¢

Noah offers some of the animals to God by b (g/; 'fénr as a sacrifice, wh
he will not wipe out humanity again, gy 2
et \\ A
God gives Noah and i#s ‘4. Zistfuctions. He tells them to multiply and n
contains by lf Ho joodecrees that humans should kill anyone who kills &
oS ~

O

&duc»“‘{\o(‘
God establishes a covenant with Noah, for all humans and all living creatu
flood the whole earth and destroy its life. He says that the rainbow is a sig

/’Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am est4
with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creatut
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as
the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all fle
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destr

\ (Genesis 9:8-11 NRSV)

—_=

I e A e |

-

- { .
| Many Christians believe the revelations »f for, *2/Noah show that God i<

bad people, but also that he is &Y Gaj.Jmaté because he saved Noah, :

. . ) {' Y
Lout life on Earth agalrj/‘,j AP
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Old Testament Revelation — Abraham

Another person God revealed himself to in the Old Testament was Abrah
Genesis. Originally, Abraham was called Abram. God tells Abram to leave
another land, and that he will make him, ‘a great nation’ (Genesis 12:2 NRS

Qi

‘Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your e ty and your kind

house to the land that I will show you. [ wiia xJof you a great natior
and make your name great <zt o ,Avﬂ{be a blessing.”” (Gene
Y =a\\" A

4’47 P
In the Iancna 1) éo’/djappears to Abram, saying he will give this land t
another oc! he also says that Abram’s descendants will be as many as
earth. Later, he appears to Abram in a vision (remember this for the next &

saying that his descendants will be as many as the stars in the sky. He mak
that he will give his descendants the land he had promised, though they wi

Years later, God makes another covenant with Abram; that he will make hifx
as well as giving his descendants land. He renames him Abraham, and tells
(remove the foreskin of) all the males of his household, as a sign of the cov

Unlike the previous covenants, this one required something of .
humankind, as God says that uncircumcised males would no Christiant
longer belong to God's people, because they would have made a ¢
broken the covenant. 5 people tf

P A covenant
God tells Abraham he will have a son with “is Wllf, Zdrah, Jesus. Thi
though Abraham finds this hard . fie /., vecause they are longer rig
both old. God tells Abrat =) S f?ylés”sbn Ishmael, whom he children ¢
had had wizege . “Jiwe's slaves, will be the father of a of the ol¢
great naticthaf Abraham will have a son called Isaac, have a ne
with his wif®#8tah, who will be the ancestor of God's people through.
and continue his covenant.

God appears again to Abraham and Abraham also welcomes three guests t
predicts that Sarah will have a son, and Sarah, overhearing, laughs. God as$
laughed, saying that she will have a son.

Later, Sarah does have a son. When the son, Isaac, is older, God tells Abraham
him. Abraham is about to do this when an angel stops him, telling him it had
that because he had been prepared to sacrifice his son, God will indeed grant /

[ f

| Many Christians believe that the covenants C—’)’ . ,'/d"e with Abraham sho

| to Abraham and his people, because h +'d e Kbraham his son Isaac, a

I Jewish people the Promisecilfu AL ~ever, God's promises to Abraham ¢
Testament also show “a )\ n\(ésts people, and that he does not always 1

: AbrahamgflKo . ;Qﬂsé’ac, and his descendants had to wait to inherit

I

I

I

o

Many Chrlfréhs believe that these revelations of God show that he cared
wanted to show them how to follow him and live good lives, even when {l
trust him. They think that other instances of revelation in the Old Testame
faithful, because even when the Jewish people do not keep his laws, he @

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 5 of 89
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New Testament Revelation — Jesus

Keywords:

< authority — power over something or someone
% baptism - in the Gospels, immersion in water (a river), symbolising repentar
gentile — non-Jew

Last Supper — Jesus' last meal with his disciples ;“1 43 |s death
prophesy - predicting the future, and/c= e sre. -4 communication from ¢
reconcile — reunite people who srivsit .. ,tea,’e.g. Christians believe Jesus
suffering - expenencm',ﬂ A Sl

Temple the Jovil /1 4l i d|ng in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus

Tran i\ - ‘11e event in which Jesus miraculously changes before se
and/( wcow“ thes become dazzling

»  Trinity — the concept that God is one being, but three persons
Word of God — Jesus, through which God's power is expressed, and his teat

*,

X3

S

X3

8

X3

*

X3

%

0,
0.0

X3

S

7
000

B3

7
0’0

In the New Testament, Christians believe that God reveals himself through
many Christians believe to be God incarnate, God as a human. Therefore
know about God's nature through Jesus.

‘He is the reflection of God'’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very
all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for si
right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to

has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” (Hebrew 1:3-4

—

P J /_”
Many Christians believe that God showit . at € desires to have a relationt
came to be human in the pezs ic . =48, to experience what humans expé
himself with human< 4 g, “esUs’ death. They believe this was symbolis
Temple w; U cha/to show that humans are no longer separated fro
previously ted the parts of the Temple where Jews worshipped from

believed to live.

Christians believe that God showed his love and compassion
by sending Jesus into the world to heal people, and share
God's word with them, and also to die for them. At the Last
Supper, Jesus says that his blood is given for ‘'many’, ‘for the
forgiveness of sins’ (Mark 14:24, Matthew 26:28 NRSV), which
Christians believe was fulfilled when Jesus died on the cross
and then rose to life again, conquering death. Christians
believe that God must be loving if he was willing to die to save
them from sin and death. N

/ .
Christians also believe that Jesus fL, X fe‘/ piat (:od cares for
everybody, because he 258 = e;', _ith outcasts and women,
who would pegaha ! 3:: |gh social status, and also healed
gentiles (r'vs,, Tike the Greek woman's daughter and the
Centurion’s\@®ant. Jesus also told his disciples to spread
teaching about him, showing that God wants everyone to be
able to have a relationship with him.

Moses wi
law writi
given by ¢

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 6 of 89
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Jesus' healings, including where he casts out demons, also show God's aut
spiritual realm, reassuring Christians that they have a powerful God.

Christians also believe that God fulfilled his plan through sending Jesus to
always his plan to make a new covenant with humans through Jesus, and
has been through different covenants, his nature is consistent. God's promni
does not always carry out his plans |mmed|ate|"1’}1\ _4h e is working tows
new covenant is symbolised in John's f‘f 2l § /re4esus turns water into
This could symbolise that Jesuc B0 vj.g the older covenant given to Mc¢
into the new covenant ‘.z x i‘/ 4d by wine). This new covenant is shown
God promig#8ho ' . .o follow Jesus to forgive their sins and give ther
Christians ve to foIIow Jesus rather than the Jewish law.

Other indications for Christians from the New Testament that Jesus is a ful
Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophesies. For example, some link Jesus wi
prophesied in the book of Isaiah, and some see different features of his ded
for his clothes and his side being pierced with a spear, as fulfilling words o
Christians believed that Jesus was a continuation of God's message to hun

~

‘Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the

last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all {

he also created the worlds.” (Hebrews 1:1-2 NRSV) [A Christian’s be
through the prophets and Jesus]

/ s
__________________________ yan o ‘p/{ﬂo also shows God's m

Taking it further. N a \c\ “ where he is transformed ¢
! /\J revealing that God is glot!

section on visions below

-

Why don’t you reac iy =i > caatof
one Of theggaineic - o Jev’ lation in the
Blblt‘i deel understanding of

&6\"" / revelation?

Many Christians also beli¢
made up of three persons
this is also expressed in the New Testament. For example, during Jesus’ baj
baptised, God the Father speaks his approval from heaven, and God the Spi
Gospel also talks about Jesus as the Word, and the Word being present wit
Christians may see different aspects of God's nature displayed in the three §
may feel that God is more accessible through the person of Jesus who expe
taught humans how to follow God, or through the Holy Spirit whom they w
everyday lives.

Different Understandings about what Revelation shows about the Nat
Many Christians will claim that revelation of God .- /s )im to have a cons

what revelations show about God. Howe: ¢, . CVI/,:, ,-éryone would agree.
g

o & P iy ~

Arguably, the revelatiors ) =< *.20Noah show God to be jealous and angn

who were c (iaedim. “"However, the revelation of God in Jesus was

-

save huma duc IoWever it can be argued that both revelations of God to !
God to be ju.n’and merciful — God rightly punished those who were killed it
pay the price for sin, which both show justice. However, God was merciful
and saving humanity from sin and allowing them to have a relationship wit
that it is consistent for God to be just and merciful.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 7 of 89
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<

It can also be argued that the two (main) covenants which Christians belie
(through Abraham and Jesus) are very different — the covenant with Abrah
possessive and controlling, as all males had to be circumcised, while the cc
love, extended to all. However, Christians would argue that the covenants
he was faithful to the Jewish people, even when they betrayed him. They
covenants were appropriate as part of God’s long-term t‘an.

16 ,'/’ ’
Some argue that the revelation of God to:* ra (?,n shows that God is only ¢
wants Abraham to circumcise hizes CEj,g/to’show that they are different fr¢
However, Jesus is kind .t a ’},,,/and told his disciples to preach to all — sh¢
humanity. g=#8llia. « < ;uethat this was part of God's plan, and that God ha

o

-

oS o
It can be clanéthat God changed his attitude to communicating with humy
communicated directly and through prophets, and then through Jesus. This
he has a changing nature. Christians, however, would argue that all revelatio
that his nature has not changed; he has just shown humans his nature in diff¢

Old Testament revelations showed God to be one, while Christians believe
revelations showed God to be three persons, the Trinity — Father, Son and
One could argue that Old Testament revelations did not reveal the true na
still do) believe God to be one person, the God who spoke to Noah and Ab
would claim that because Noah and Abraham had revelations of God the F¢
only understood part of God's nature, but not that God revealed his nature
nature changed.

r (/'/j
g

o

Quick Questions

v i

1. Outline three thinas ! = f(il,t,, restament revelation shows about the

7

Chrlstlah % ©
09{\0(‘ =%
2. Explain@®ways in which Christians believe God has revealed himself:

3. Explain two things which New Testament revelation shows about the b

Christians.
r’ o)1
J w =
g \
” ol A\ Ad
iy ) ’: /) ©
\Q ) A
o9
V;doc"{\cnx
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Visions

Visions are a type of religious experience where someone sees, and ofteh
be taken as proof of the existence of God, often an apparition of a saint, ar
who see visions are called visionaries. Some visions take place while the vis
occur within dreams. Many Christians believe that if Goc's or messengers fft
humans, then this proves the existence of God_.21& . dws that he is active
God's existence makes them |mportar\+ tathits ,mrfas it justifies their faith

g i -
ol w//

s o
i )
Keywords:

* Annon tife announcement to Mary that she will give birth to Jesus

Chi R comb|nat|on of the letters "X’ and P’ which are the first two lett
conversion - in religion, changing from one religion to another, or from nc¢
doctrine — set teaching or belief
evangelism — spreading the news about Jesus and trying to convert others
hallucination — seeing or hearing something which is not really there
humanist — someone who aims to live a good life, without belief in God or
Immaculate Conception — the doctrine that Mary was conceived without ¢
ministry — work teaching and helping people
persecution — targeting people and treating them badly because of prejudi
religious experience — in Christianity, when people feel God's presence
salvation — being saved from something; something physical like an illness
vision — a type of experience where God, or a messenger of God is seen

7 7
N 0’0

X3

8

X3

S

X3

8

X3

%

X3

%

X3

8

X3

S

X3

8

.,
0.0

X3

%

Old Testament Visions o ¥ ) S
There are several different visions recgia i i@te Old Testament, which &

2 ‘ol s
As mentioned abovs 7 f’e ,galed hlmself many times to Abram/Abraharn
Genesis 1F og e Vot "God appears to Abraham (then Abram) in a visior
protect anc\gge@#®rd him. Abraham questions God, as he has no children, b
and says his descendants will be as many as the stars in the sky. God tells
land, and asks him to make an animal sacrifice.

2

‘After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Dg
I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”” (Genesis

In a dream, God foretells the future to Abraham — that his descendants wil
them and lead them to the land he has chosen for them. He
also tells Abraham that he will live to old age. God makes a

covenant with Abraham, promising his descendar 2 _End

where he is currently living. / g
5

Another vision in the Ol =5 = /1 o 0cc/urs near the start of
the book of segdu, - " L3es, “a shepherd who is a member of
the JeW|shbrew or Israelite) people, but who was raised
in Pharaoh’ @ Usehold before leaving the kingdom of Egypt.
The angel of God appears to Moses in a burning bush (the
bush appears to be on fire, yet the flames do not destroy it). z :
God calls to Moses from the bush, and tells him not to come Moses Sét
closer to the bush, and to remove his footwear, because he is

-
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standing on holy ground. God tells Moses that he is the God of his ancestc¢
to go and free the Jewish people, who are slaves in Egypt. He gives Moses
if they will not believe that God has sent him, including turning his staff int

-

[God said to Moses] ““So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my Af
out of Egypt.”” (Exod:::. 1:10 NRSV) ¢ /N
-\ dh
P~ A
e o) ; o

| This vision was impor’rn"i) A9 /u it Ied to Moses leading the Jewish peof
| showed th“‘ oc, ' i.apandoned his people. This vision, like many otl

conflrmef i God (for Moses) because a supernatural source would
L explanatics mr}the vision.

Yet another important vision in the Old Testament occurs to the prophet IS
chapter 6. Isaiah sees God in heaven on a throne, attended by seraphs (an
because he has seen God, but one of the seraphs takes a hot coal from the
lips, telling him that it has removed his guilt and sin. This is thought to syrn
cleansed so that he can speak God'’s holy word. In the vision, God then ask
Isaiah volunteers. God sends him to the Jewish people with a message.

oy

‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, h
hem of his robe filled the temple.” (Isaiah 6:1 NRSYV

_____________ ._/.,__.......................

A similar v 1L Dt vlu”festament occurs to the prophet Ezekiel, at the st
also sees G wcoi glves him a scroll to eat, which tastes sweet, symbolising

‘He said to me, “Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stor
ate it; and in my mouth it was as sweet as honey.” (Ezekiel ¢

D

COPYRIGHT

| All these visions show that God had a commitment to his people, to free i PROTECTED
| and to send them guides to show them how to fol", 1 lis will. The prophe
Ezekiel would likely have strengthened their e eu "God because they w

cared about his people. o 5
peop b
L ________ i S ',u __________ o
y ) "; s/ |9
i i)
‘?;9{\00 L 09
Education
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New Testament Visions

There are also many visions recorded in the New Testament which are lin
plan for the salvation of humankind.

=

Near the beginning of Luke’s Gospel, Mary, soon to be the mother of Jesus
Gabriel telling her that she will have a baby who will be the Son of God. Th

Annunciation, which means announcement, bpg'ﬂ.. : e _angel announce
r >

e £ . g
Later, Joseph, Mary'’s fiancé, and ki~ ﬁi/j; yend, [ These visions ar¢
’ J
) . s B . .
receives a vision of an anc2i 2 ﬁl/ Yream, telling him to | prepare for Jesul

marry Mau i ié:}féafrfy’i)ng God's baby. He | help to keep hif

then receil \?)g_o(‘ vision of an angel in a dream | to carry out his't
after Jesus \a#®n, telling him to flee to Egypt because | strengthen belie
King Herod wants to kill Jesus. These are recorded at | belief that angel
the start of Matthew’s Gospel. |. as this fits with v

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke also record a vision including Jesu
is the version from Matthew 17:1-13 — take care not to confuse these deta
Jesus takes three of his closest disciples (Peter, James and John) up a mour
them — he shines and his clothes become bright white. Moses and Elijah, tk
appear with Jesus. Jesus’ disciple Peter asks if the disciples should put up t
Elijah. A cloud appears overhead, and the voice of God tells the disciples tf
he is pleased, and they should listen to him. The disciples fall down in fear.
when they look up, Moses and Elijah are gone.

I

‘And he was transfigured before them, anc id 't: ) ,/ shone like the sun, @
dazzling white. Suddenly ther w2 . arcecto them Moses and Elijah
. 77 {datthew 17:2-3 NRSV)
.f"/- 3
Jesus told ¢ o Ci, e rJThis
not to tell ) until
he had been raised
from the dead. The
disciples ask about
Elijah coming back (a
Jewish belief). Jesus
tells them that Elijah
will come, but has also
already come and not
been recognised, but
been badly treated.
Jesus says that he will
also be badly treated.

vision is important to Christians because it &
| authority. It also indicates his divinity, and theref(
| Christianity, as God voices his approval of Jesus ¢

the future. It also shows Jesus’' obedience and hu
| prepared to die as part of God's plan.

| Moses and Elijah appearing is also significant —
| Jesus had a mission from God, as Moses and Elij¢
| humanity from sin and teach them how to have ¢
| the disciples also witness the Transfiguration, thi
| that Christians have a mission from God; to spre:
| Some try to fulfil this by becor?ing missionaries,
| e i

| Other explana®icns fr*/', «+é appearance of Moses
l

The disciples . as th= c 1 Wt received the Jewish law, represe

understand that Elijah X oA\ Sefll

h back as lha &P & ~art Jewish prophet, represents the prophe
;S ;orr:e. a ° (_ . the teachings of Jesus complete the teachings of

tk'”e d?p s \,N"‘y | and that following Jesus takes precedence over t
illed). £

| being more important than what has come befai
| been significant to Christians in the Early Church

that Jesus was the fulfilment of Jewish teaching.
| Christians today in showing that if they follow Je:
|_follow the complete Jewish law.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 11 of 89
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Moses is incredibly important within Judaism for receiving the Jewish law
people from slavery in Egypt.

-

The Jewish law was, and is, very important because Jews follow it to shé —
and in order to try to be holy; set apart for Go¢ /
: x“

Another important New Testament vision occ!yw 6/‘ ’I’aul known as Sau
Acts 9. Saul was a devoted Jew, and o7 rseedting Christians because h
following God correctly. On.2 ‘odt \\y 4)’ Damascus, to arrest Christians th
heaven, and hears ava' = 45/19./

g -

Y g

I ;I;IU— " ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ (Acts 9:4 NRSV
He asks who the voice is, and is told that it is Jesus. The voice instructs him
instructions. Saul is blinded from the vision. After this, his sight is restorec

i

%\\\\m\\
F \

S
—i
P — — Q
Z
()

e
fos

This vision was important because Saul beca
was a conversion experience for him — and ¢
Christianity. This vision can be seen as signif
God chose to enlighten someone who was ¢
that God cares for, and will use, even those \
against him. This vision brought Saul/Paul t¢
because something about the vision comple
people who experience visions claim that th
God because this \( = \s led them to kno
quallty of scm fr& 2us experiences, and W

2 T C i heliglous Experiences below. The
~A "r/z,agthened by Ananias coming to restore

St Paul is important for I
many Christians I
because he evangelised I
many people, and wrote | |
many letters to early |
Christians which are |
included in the New I
Testament as teaching
for Christians. :
l &

ey
%?f"" %%‘tu

Another ir.wt «.S|on in the New Testament was Peter’s vision in Acts

10. Peter sd /a/sheet coming down from heaven filled with many animals
which would have been deemed unclean to eat by the Jews. A voice says:

[ ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” (Acts 10:13 NRSV) @

Peter says he will not, because the animals are unclean, but the voice
responds that:

‘What God has made clean, you must not call g COPYRIGHT
profane.” (Acts 10:15 NRSV) PROTECTED

The vision is repeated twice over. After the vision. D( ) eceives a visit
from a gentile (non-Jew) called Cornelius, wh v “/s <0 hear the good
g

news from Peter. e ,
| T R eCW e i
This vision was imper-a =) i udse Peter took it to e 9
mean thige#8til. « . .J had been thought unclean, All these visi¢ Q
God had a pl S
were now docou =d to the word of God and salvation o b Ed ti
through Jesus, and he preached the good news to humanity, af ucation

carried out a

I
I
I
gentiles. Christians came to believe that gentiles did I
| he chose pla:
I
L

not need to become Jews before becoming Christians.
The vision is also an important reason for why most
L Christians do not follow Jewish dietary laws.

that God has
because he ¢

= - - —
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Non-biblical Visions
There have also been many visions after the time of the Bible.

The Emperor Constantine had a vision in 312 CE in which God promised to
his soldiers had the Christian sign of the Chi Rho on their shields.

14 - _ .
| This vision was important, as when Const:n' he .=./owed the instructions ¢
converted to Christianity, and ! r"n/Uczreﬁgion of the Roman Empire, |
| spread of Christianity P~y =, ?1,:.4 as Constantine may come to belief in €

believe th?*" dita rdy Sed them.
|———. S e e e e e e e e
&d

Joan of Arc saw visions of saints in the 1400s, instructing her to help recon¢

A young girl called Bernadette had a vision of Mary in 1858 in Lourdes, Frar
claimed that she was the Immaculate Conception. The Immaculate Conce
was conceived without original sin, though every other human inherits sin fi
are created. Shortly before the vision, the Immaculate Conception had bec
belief, in the Catholic Church, and the vision helped to reinforce this. The ¥
told Bernadette to dig into the ground, and the spring of water which came
healing properties — thousands of people have cle'"*\ Hh ) have been healet
other medical conditions at Lourdes. The Cat foD “adrch recognises Lourd
supports people making pllgrlmafj, /hn/J %

[
| This visicg iry S eitin clarlfylng Church beliefs, and establishing a p
associate Moﬂoo heahng

| Many other people have claimed to have had visions of God, angels or sai
visions are important because they reinforce faith, and Christians believe(

Importance of Visions for Christians (Recap)

e Proof of God's existence, and as such help to strengthen faith.
e They show that God wants to have a relationship with humanity and ca
e They often teach God'’s will and influence people tc. Jarry it out.
e They teach about God's nature. / f -

What Visions Show abo"‘, me \ dre of God (Recapr)

e Hehas povver A A m aty.
e Heis: g \ss ;nate and cares about humanity.
o Heis fXgG# and keeps his word.
e He has a'plan and guides humanity to follow it.
%  Some visions may be taken to indicate that God changes his mind
is taken to indicate that God’'s message was also for gentiles. Ho
treated the Jews as distinct from others.
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Visions and Belief in God — Arguments For and Against Trusting

v

v

Quick Questions

Many Christians may believe that visions provide evidence/proof ol
only have a supernatural explanation. Therefore, they might lead to

3

One stronger case for visions is that they car; e ainst what peoplé
Christians, and yet he had a vision wkic! 7ca =.arted him to Christian
a vision conflicts with what .11 e €)ive, it must have been caused by
cannot be your Owrigs, ) ) ﬁ“' Loughts

that Peter was hungry before he saw his vision, so it is
possible he was hallucinating due to lack of food. The
accounts of some visionaries also correlate with symptoms caused by
known about today, but were not known about hundreds of years ag
epilepsy can cause hallucinations, which could be thought to be visic
been suffering from such conditions. Some drugs are also known to
could be responsible for ‘visions'. Therefore, they feel that visions prt¢
%  Christians can respond that visions are not hallucinations — it has
visions are hallucinations (even if some mich* “je). Further, itis p
humans with a capacity for receivinc.iic s;/— which would be s¢
hallucinations or an epileptiz.= * ou.This does not mean they ¢

P

from God. st o >

s =
=i s
d Ty i) : ,/

A COICA ofthls argument used by non-religious people to sug¢
provida 1a%Jof of God's existence, is that people see visions of Jesus, N
Hindu god), and many others. They argue, therefore, that visions are
visions come from God, then it seems strange that they appear to cor
& Christians can respond that even if visions appear to confirm a va
confirm God. Some suggest that God may often reveal himself if
understand, or that as all visions are mediated by the human bra
differently to people of different religions, but that the human b
different ways.

) % Dl B P
How! w‘iﬁ{\oﬁ t’éveryone believes that visions provide evidence E .
of God. Non-religious people (including atheists and -
humanists) argue that there can be physical explanations for !
why someone might see a ‘vision’. The book of Acts says ! an
I
-

4.

. . . (' ,—/
Outline three examples of visions. r ’/ ¥ g
o B
. i/, " . ..
Explain two reasonc/";ﬂ 7 fn/,: -religious person might argue that visiol
» g

-

the exisizare 00 50~
\Q N
\
. o . o . . .
Explain@®& reasons why visions may be important to Christians. Refer
wisdom and authority.
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Miracles

Miracles are extraordinary happenings which do not appear to be explainal
which may be attributed to the divine. Many Christians believe that miracle
existence of God, and show that he is active in the world and cares about hi

Keywords: g :’J >
< faith — belief and trust in somethinc. fvar il ')U‘S/énd God
("

% idol - a false God, somet|m” Aty e jes d statue or image
< miracles —events v ) A /sdpernatural and unexplainable by natural Ia

Christizggao '« = )ned by God or his agents
* recovemrfte people who are separated

uc

% resur\&#®®®n — being raised from the dead

=

0Old Testament Miracles

There are many important miracles in the Old
Testament, several of which are listed below.

In the book of Exodus, God parts the Red Sea for
Moses, allowing the Jewish people to escape from
slavery in Egypt.

“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the OQ/

sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 1 ¢ :’
east wind all night, and turned the SSARP / o
dry land; and the waters Dyt L) ‘A Ao

‘

(Exodus ] A5 ) ﬁ i

Artist’s impressig

1 2
3
- og’(‘ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
£d

r— — —

| Thisisan |nnt miracle not just because it shows God's authority, bu
| God's compassion for his people; that he cares for them, and will look aft
this are likely to lead to belief in, or confirmation of belief in, God because
them, a supernatural explanation seems most likely, and the miracle indic:

In the book of Judges, God calls Gideon to liberate the Jewish people from
asks God to show him a sign that he will be successful. Overnight, God ma COPYRIGHT
whilst the ground remains dry, and then on the next night he makes the gt PROTECTED
fleece remains dry. (Fleeces from animals such as sheen :vere used for mar
warmth.) o \"4h
mm——————— = ol o~ .
| This is an |mportant mlr" "f = °9 ve |{shows Christians that God may ser i9

what he Wa"*" the ), aﬁd that he will be patient with them, as Gidec
| each nig! orv ne completely trusted God. Qg
LS Education
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In the book of 1 Kings, at the prophet Elijah’s call, God sends down fire fro
offering to God which had first been drenched in water. This was to show €
was the true God, as the prophets of an idol called Baal could not call dow

-

| This is an important miracle because it shows that God wanted to guide tf
him, after they had abandoned him to worship P A /t Hows that God di¢

LD AR T o) sty

In the book of Daniel, three = 20 a ? ;l.réwn into a fiery furnace because th
The furnace isso hot . * 4/\“ the men who throw them in die. However,
they exit tl ‘LL ac unharmed.

"cducoﬂoa
|

-~

This is an important miracle because it shows that God will protect those \

New Testament Miracles
There are many miracles performed in the New Testament by Jesus and hi

Jesus performs several nature mira
the storm (Matthew 8, Mark 4) anc
thousand (Matthew 14, Mark 6, Lu
control the weather so that he and
at sea and mal(e enough food to f¢
loaves af,c. 2

,//

Did you know?
The feeding of the five
thousand is the only miracle (other
than the resurrection) to appear in all
four Gospels. Some people think this
means it is likely to have happened.

e PR 30w

‘He woke up and rebuke “t e {x ;La,ﬁfl said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
.« there was a dead calm.” (Mark 4:39 NRSV)
 } !

i
e}

—— A —

o
e
___.///._______.____.._____—

| As well as showing his power over physical illness, and the spiritual realm,
God's and Jesus' compassion in restoring people to health

(EREEREEEGEEEE OE AR et ol

Jesus also performs many healing miracles, for example, healing the blind a
possessed with demons.

One healing miracle is found in John 4:43-54 — These miracles are imp¢

the healing of an official’s son. (There are | because they show Go¢
similar accounts in Matthew 8 and Luke 7; be I beina able to control th
careful not to confuse the details.) Jesus arrives Lle e 'mpassmn becau:
in Galilee from Judea, and is welcomed. Ar 7 _H_,dlrd feeds those in neet
official, whose son is ill in Capern;', h 1oof | expects people to have

Jesus’ arrival and comes fa f/b asks him to | provides for them, becé
come to healgms s 'p 5 1élls him that the | disciples for not believii
official W|I|I|w’e in h|m unless he sees L from the storm.

signs, and t\@®an responds by asking him ~ ‘'———————
again to come and heal his son, before the boy dies.

“Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you wi/
(John 4:48 NRSV)
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Jesus tells him that his son will live, and the man trusts him and leaves for h
his slaves, come to tell him that his son has recovered. He asks them wher:

realises that it was at the time that Jesus said the boy would live. The offic —
in Jesus. f%
| ______________________ f;;wwlwﬂww&

This miracle is significant because it shows Jesus’ p~:+ /to heal at a distar f"” ";@

3&%“

RN

I man, and his emphasis on faith. It is potenti= .y ﬂ’C) ficant as the official it
| the parallel stories in Matthew and ! = /iacles where Jesus heals gent
| woman'’s daughter (Matthe:v 13, v 5 /7)’show that God cares about all p¢ gy

g Sl = | i
| & ; ‘
| The mira t = vew Testament are also important because they indic
| humanlty repared to show them his authority — Jesus acknowledges
L faith if they do not see miracles.

e
fos

Probably the most important miracle in the New Testament is the resurrect
Jesus recorded raising others from the dead, but he rises after his own deat

Resurrection miracles are important because they show God's power over
| hope of life after death. Miracles which conquer death are especially likel
as people may feel that no one apart from God can raise people from the

GEEEREE R

Importance of Miracles for Christians Rt 1’ >

e Proof of God's existence, and as GIP o) strengthen faith.
e They show that God warf«nd ¢ /o c{ reIatlonshlp with humanity and ca
e They teach abo:«t ( A4 Sadte.

v

9

What Mir! Z;L Show About the Nature of God (Recap)
e He has power and authority. He is capable of granting life after death
e He is compassionate and cares about humanity.
e He is faithful and keeps his word. He looks after those who believe in
e Heis patient with humanity and sends them signs to strengthen their f
e He cares about people having faith in him.
e He has a plan and guides humanity to follow it.

% Some miracles may be taken to indicate that God changes his mir

-

of the Greek woman'’s daughter is taken to indicate that God's love COPYRIGHT
However, previously, God had treated the Jews as distinct from otf PROTECTED
Miracles and Belief in God - Arguments Faay a agamst Trustit
4 Some people believe that miracl ;s re uéd s eX|stence because the:
better explanatlon for b 6en 235 rﬁhlch seem to be impossible, or def i9
Thereforetheyv.~, <’d ® bellef in the existence of God.
,L.\f N ./ 09
og{\()(‘ - .
‘/ Some pe also feel that miracles provide evidence for the existence EdUCQ‘tlon

occur in response to faith; like the men saved from the fiery furnace, ¢
healing and is healed.
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X Other people do not believe miracles provide evidence/proof of God;

Quick Questions

Lol

occur at all. One argument used by non-religious people (including a
against miracles is that apparent miracles could be coincidences or hay
Weather can calm unexpectedly, lightning can strike and set
things on fire, and people do recover from illnesses naturally,
are some examples. Further, there have been m -y hings
which science has not been able to exnla’# it Cfbe past but
can explain now, and so it is likal 7t jwrr(explain more
things which humans A= 5t;f. I ;en‘fly/understand in the
future. @ =
& Cs ;«n’réépond that just because something has
at explanation, this does not mean that God has
not caused it (set the physical cause in motion), e.g. with
weather-calming or lightning-striking. They can argue
that many miraculous events are too amazing to be coincidences,
explain many things, it cannot be proven that it will explain everyt

k

Another argument from non-religious people against miracles being g
if miracles do take place, they seem selective. Some people do not bel
performing miracles, or he would heal more people and send more sigl
and let others suffer. To some, this is not the sign of a compassionate
%  Christians can respond that humans cannot understand God's wil
acting, and not acting, as he does. They might argue that God is
signs in order to believe (John 4:48), and - . xbes not want to ¢
there would be no room for pecn=2 1 ﬂj}.,z’féith that he exists — |
- :

L

Wat\\ A

A further argumen’f. /i rwiereligious people that miracles are not gé
which ggf3lbe » . :ported seem silly. Statues of Mary, the mother of Je
weep | wf?@o“ and various foodstuffs have had the face of Jesus ‘miracu
people do not think God would perform these kinds of miracles when
whom he could help. And if these kinds of things are not real miracles
miracles — maybe they are not genuine either.
%  Christians could respond that a) some of these may not be silly; th
them and/or b) silly ‘miracles’ are not genuine, but just because s
believe actual coincidences to be miracles, does not mean that the

in the same way that one liar does not mean that humans are incaj

7.

8.

9.

Outline three examples of Old Testament miracles.
, & @
Outline three examples of New Testzr! el Cr)naélés.
=

" o A\" A
Explain two ways t=z L . :*241is can respond to non-religious argumer

miraclzgs@inc . . = _uprove the existence of God.
T, Y
"cdu‘:"{\cnx

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 18 of 89

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Q9

Education




Religious Experiences

Revelation of God in any form, such as visions or auditory experiences (W
seen), or miracles can be termed religious experiences.

Other types of religious experience not mentioned abo:jinclude:

e  Mpystical experiences — in a mystical expe*'o i /he,,person experienc
with God. 2 o > &

e  Experiences connected V\ﬁ’r, @ & mprayer will be covered more fully

e Numinous experi-a x = .war huminous experience, someone feels th

from fg If vz idKe a mystical experience), and a feeling of awe.
o9 -
o0
oo

Keywords:
% conversion — in religion, changing from one religion to another, or from n¢
gods

X3

%

evidence - indicates that something is likely to be true

hallucination — seeing or hearing something which is not really there
mystical experience - in Christianity, feeling somehow united with God
numinous experience — in Christianity, feeling the presence of God/the di
feeling awe

proof — shows something to definitely exist or be true

religious experience - in Christianity, when people feel God's presence

X3

8

X3

S

X3

8

X3

%

X3

A

Nature of Religious Experiences
Some people would regard anything to do wit Tk .g td God or feeling h

as a religious experience, but otherssin Sugéest that one must feel sor
differs from normal experifn.'“;:f Pf{\ /Jm/saylng a prayer to God might not ¢
d Ty

o

D

Various pe(@bsan : Ziassified religious experiences in different ways. For g
psychologiXgge# am James thought that religious experiences had four fea

e They would pass; they are often quick, and people experiencing religio
religious experience to normal experience again.
e They cannot be fully described, or the feeling experienced cannot be ft
e People learn something from religious experiences — this could be Go@
about the world (e.g. that Abraham would have a son), or learning or ¢
God (e.g. leaving the experience knowing that God is loving).
e Religious experiences are not controllable — someone might be more lik
they are worshipping or praying, but they cannot choose to experience €

o

~

There are other theories about religious experience, and many hold that me¢
experiences will be positive; people experlencmq Pt o Jl feel extremely b
or angry. / -

>

As dealt with above, not = ql;,'w; expenences confirm what people alrez
believe he‘l 4 \,n -and Saul was persecuting Christians). In som
!

experience\gls 'ewt*people who do not believe in God to believing in Go¢
different rei
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Christian Attitudes towards Religious Experiences
Christians believe that religious experiences occur, and most desire to exf
religious experiences prove God, and most feel that they provide evidence

Christians may use religious experience as a philosophical argument for th

argument could be given like this:

e People have religious experiences of God. o«

e If people experience God then he m:s e (s’r o >
%  Therefore, God must ev'f ¢ ’"/ Y

-

Christians might wz2iiL 1’ed< tr{elr religious experiences, if they feel that

but they a ’L‘I‘;g su . T hey might check if their religious experience corres
Bible, or tai other Christian they know about it. This might help thern

experience is genuine or not.

D

o

Why Religious Experience May be Regarded as Revelation
Religious experiences can be very important to Christians. As seen abové
faith strengthened and learn about God's nature, e.g. be reassured of his cg
through visions and miracles.

n

Christians may also feel that God guides them, and helps them to follow h
religious experiences, such as communicating with them through prayer.

Religious experience can be viewed as revelation because:

e God /amessage from God is sometimes revefnle /\ fually.

—

[ ‘There the angel of the Lord 220 a1 | w him in a flame of fireoutof a b
the busb = ot ﬂa:; g, }%t it was not consumed.” (Exodus 3:!

o

R

'}
God cwlcafes about himself through religious experiences.

..E

‘He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the Goi
of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.” (E

God reveals his nature through religious experiences, e.g. his compassi

their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, a
to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land

‘Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are i
land, a land flowing with milk and honey...”” (Exodus 3:8-9

1 6 ,’/- -
God reveals his will and his plan thrc wh G-m[g.ads’experiences.

A -

g "f"
‘So come, [ wi's -« "K 40 Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelite
,LL ~ (Exodus 3:10 NRSV)
o9 el

3
v;ao<°“°

God reveals knowledge of the future through religious experiences.

B

(Exodus 3:19 NRSV)

[ ‘I know, however, that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compel
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Religious Experiences and Belief in God — Arguments For and
Against Trusting Religious Experiences

Not all people believe religious experiences provide proof of God's p—
existence. Non-religious people (including atheists and humanists) do F%
not believe that religious experiences are genuine, and think that people g

are not really communicating with a god. Some reacc - are presented in
the sections on visions and miracles, and heryu 2 ‘f,ne"more and some
clarifications. Arguments that rellom' 2 | ricices can be trusted can
be used as philosophical arczrien 5 o »fhe existence of God.
iy '/ :'/ i
)

X Lack ¢ 1199 \erce: some people, including the famous philosopher
David F M think there is not enough evidence to support
religious experiences. No one today can prove what happened in bibli
accounts of religious experiences could be fictional. In terms of religio
experiences are temporary, they cannot be proven afterwards. Where
argued that it is always more probable that a witness was confused, ol
supernatural had taken place. This is because, for Hume, natural laws a
experience, and so should always be held as more reliable than testime¢
lie, and that people can be confused — maybe perceive something ina¢
people do not know that God exists and that people experience him.
% Christians can argue that just because other explanations for relig

likely, e.g. a confused or lying witness, this does not mean that reli(
place and provide evidence of God. Rellglous eVperlences are evid

experience them. o
{ / B ’%;:;?3

; 4/
X Use of drugs: some driizod = }eah’sﬁown to produce experiences w
experiences Theul '«1‘ _.<itde hallucinations, where people see and
there, mighe séem positive or disturbing. Some people who rep
been c! @u@‘ Whlch may be the true cause of their experiences. It is
can produce such effects, then it is physically possible for someone to
without the involvement of a god, and so religious experiences do not
%  Christians can respond that a) even if some religious experiences
physically, this does not mean God cannot communicate with ped
and/or b) some ‘religious experiences’ may not be genuine, but m
religious experiences when they were not intoxicated.

=
g sy,
p y %,
\ I
-
|
|
| -\
&
& 4
A‘ .
| i

)

TRy
i

«ﬁ?
"**%

—— g | i

- =

Ay

n

X Hallucinations: as mentioned previously, there may be various reasong COPYRIGHT
hallucinations, for example for medical reasons, and hallucinations cat PROTECTED

experience. Anyone could hallucinate, and therefr:« any religious expe

explained as a hallucination. g (Y j :

% Asseen above - Christians c*r‘ ' 2 Yo, Zhat visions are not halludi
proven that all visions e t.Zinations (even if some might be). |
has created htoa A “afa capaCIty for receiving visions — which w 19
TSt . o S irallucinations or an epileptic episode. This does n¢ 09

. W
MW from God.

Education
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X Wish fulfilment: some people believe that people have religious expé
—itis a wish fulfilment. If someone is really longing to hear from God
themselves that they have, especially if they are under any kind of stres
%  Christians can respond that not all religious experiences are desirél

not always stressed when they receive them. It is probable that s&
themselves they have had religious experinr L ~vhen they have ri¢

other religious experiences. r Sd) ®
= A

-

7

i 4 - \ i / -
X Further, there are <= - = gwous experiences’ which most people do
-
Serial g##A h.\ - i.rmied to hear God telling them to kill people, and
) g peop

is the { offhat they are either lying or ill). If people do not belie

(22
experiefices are experiences of God, then it becomes hard to know ho

experience is real or not. It is always a choice, and if one experience b
being true (e.g. a vision of Jesus is more likely to occur if someone bel
because people saw him resurrected), then it becomes hard to justify
%  Christians can respond that just because not all

D

religious experiences are genuine does not mean all Pai
are false. People frequently lie, but humans still If so
trust in humanity’s ability to tell the truth, and most claimed
people assume people are telling the truth unless experief)
they have reason to believe otherwise. them,
alterf

Quick Questions

. ) Py d
10. Outline three features of religious exeari rﬁ(} i >
g ;

o

e

7

, : A\ S :
11. Outline three alterna*:« =z "oisaations for religious experience.
s

o4

g
W .
7
e o

e
g
o

D

\ Lt <
. \Q ~ o . . .
12. Explalreuzsons why religious experiences may be considered reve
oy . .
a sourC@®wisdom and authority.
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Pravers

Prayer is communication with God. Many Christians talk to God for a varié
a relationship with him. If Christians feel God responding to prayer, this ma
experience, but not all prayer will necessarily feel like a religious experienc

/'-‘/j‘.

Keywords: o ¥ L
% prayer — communication with Gnch .\ s
an S e
iy Gl = i

Types, E ,u/lmportance of Pravers

There are lfferent types of prayers:

e Christians pray to praise God, which is important as the
God revealed in the Bible wants his people to worship
him, and it helps Christians to strengthen their
relationship with God.

e  Christians pray to thank God, which is important
because Christians want to express their gratitude, and
it reminds them what God has done for them.

e Christians pray to confess their sins, which is important
to Christians because they believe if they ask for
forgiveness, then God will forgive them.

e Christians pray to ask God to help others, which is
important as it shows that Christians trust God te. -
help them. () e

R

(‘ g
Some examples of prayers ar2 w7

e The Lord's Prayer.f .n o nf{portant to Christians because this is the
discipy proyend Christians want to follow his example. It asks Ga
which wcow“ rtant as it teaches Christians to trust God. It also teaches
will, remlndlng them that God's plan should be their priority.

‘Pray then in this way:

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive u
have forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us to the time of trial, but r

ne.”” Matthew 6:9-13 NRSV [A version of the Lord’s I

w

COPYRIGHT

e Rosary prayers, which are said with a rosary necklace (especially by Cat PROTECTED
with the rosary are important because familiar D& s allow Christians
not on finding words to pray with. One s fa/,\)sdury prayer is the 'H:
e Psalms; the book of Psalms in the,o coiraains many prayers, which a
give Christians ideas to =y iy t Md’show Christians how other Chris i9
a famous psalm (£ % di “ads a prayer.
. i
‘?;9“0 2= 09
” Education
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Answered Prayer
If someone prays and their prayers appear to be answered in the way they
reinforce, belief in God because:

e The person may believe that their prayer could only have, or is most lik
this way by God, and so the answered prayer is evid ince for the existe

that God is listening to them and will ansy (hj fplayers.
y

‘s e
“And this is the boldness w2 "ave 1 .wm, that if we ask anything according
And if we know thet "2 e %5 &s in whatever we ask, we know that we ha

’L‘f 5 2t made of him.” (1 John 5:14-15 NRSV)
o9 Vi
>

e The person may see the answered prayer as a sign that God loves thef

‘If you see your brother or sister committing what is not a mortal sin, you
give life to such a one —to those whose sin is not mortal...” (1 Joht

Note — the author of the first letter of John (not necessarily the same persc
Gospel) seems to suggest that people should not pray for those who have
John 5:16-17). These are often interpreted (especially by the Catholic Chur
to condemn someone to hell if they do not repent. These sins are serious t
seriously bad action (e.g. murder) which is done intentionally. Therefore, s¢
there are things which a Christian should not pray for. expect from God -

him to answer a prayer to forgive an unrepen*uii: 69’.,on'who has commitie
i/

~

~

Unanswered Praver 7~

-

w ) e S T
If someone pravs 2 - .i)_j’tnmk their prayer has not been answered, they
'
O

w

God, or lo! T-LQ il Sod because:

e The pe,ay feel that if there was a God he would always answer tf

e The person may feel that there cannot be a God because a God would
would take action based on their prayer, for example, to heal someoné
not happen, they may feel there is not a compassionate God.

e The person may feel that if they have had no contact with God, there i
exists.

w

Alternatively, a Christian may have different responses to unanswered pray¢

e They may feel that God has answered their prayer, but possibly not in t
maybe they do not realise how God has answered their prayer.

e They may feel that God will answer their prayer in tha future, and they.

*  They may not feel that their prayer requires 2.z, it Eanswer, but rathe
time building their relationship with Ged. © P w ¥

i 9 /”/ -
Quick Questions 1 ~AY Ade

-

. . g i
13. Outlin 1\@9 2 « xamples of prayers.
V;doc"{\cnx

14. Outline three reasons why prayer is important to Christians.

15. Explain two reasons why prayer which Christians feel has been answere
reinforce faith in God.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 24 of 89

-

Y
N
-
g

g

W .
7
e o

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Q9

Education




Design Argument

Christians, and people of other religions, have not just used religious expée
prove God's existence and justify belief in God. Some have also used phil@
prove his existence, though not all religious people believe that these argu
these arguments is called the design argument (also kn swn as the teleolc
based on the idea that the world appears to bﬂ ~#e 4 ead designed, so
designer: God. 4,/ &

-

auy

Keywords: w &) g

% analcag@a ¢ 7 son BTetween things to note their similarity

% evol a sC|eﬁt|f|c theory which states that organisms have adapted o
% fine- t/where little things are altered to achieve the best outcome

% proof — shows something to definitely exist or be true

A Classical Design Argument for the Existence of God
The design argument could be phrased like this:
e The world resembles a designed object.
e Humans design many objects.
%  Therefore, the world is similar to objects designed by humans.

e Where there is a similar outcome, there is often a similar cause.
e Human designers are the cause of most designed objects.
e Because the world is similar to objects designed kv:! umans (from the

paragraph above)... g f/ jJ »
% ...the world has a similar des’zn « wisch'is God. T
/(/")w//" \
The first part of the i 41 “ieads to the conclusion that the world is like sy ”’
second pa he dqm’ent suggests that if objects appear to be designet

And if the \ w deS|g ned, then the designer is God.

[ ‘God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.’

Use by Christians as a Philosophical Argument for the Existenc

O The scientist Isaac Newton gave the example of a thumb print, as evic
argument. He said they indicated that the world had been
designed, because they were unique, and there would be no
natural reason for humans to all have different thumb prints.

Therefore, he thought they must have been desi<: id by God.
¥ B

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

J

r >
(2 N philosopher called William P¢ 'c) ~ ] tiiat evidence for the

design argument w2, ét t o world:
1. containec - g’/ se«fparts e.g. there are weather cycles, and
. B

g

Q9

Education

ar.a-animals grow and reproduce and life continues.
&/ Linction or a purpose — it allowed life.
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He claimed that these were features of things which had been desigf

For example, a watch has organised parts; cogs which rotate and mak —
the purpose of telling the time. Watches are known to be designed £ :
hand, a rock does not have organised parts, and has no purpose on |t
Paley used this comparison to argue that the worlc'is designed. This
analogy, because an analogy is a compari§ (f//x d Paley compared ff

i
If the analogy between 17 ¢ .4/rr<;l designed objects is good, it do
a designer, as de7g - » :1/ " jécts cannot exist without a designer, so th

thouge#lh £ . ©.q'in this sense.

»
-

(et
O some Cﬁtians argue that a strength of the design argument is that
have to be 'just so’ for life to exist on earth. It might be possible that
chance, but many things do seem to have been organised by a desigt
support life. The elements oxygen and carbon are necessary for huni
on earth was slightly different, or the sea level was slightly higher, hut
be able to survive. This is an example of a fine-tuning argument, be
fine-tuned; to have had lots of little things contribute to an overall ot

O Arnother strength of the design argument is that it points to a purpost

were designed, and many humans like to feel that they have a purpos
Non-religious Arguments against the Desien - 1. ument
Atheists, humanists and others have arctind (o" A the de5|gn argumen i
think that it provides ewdence:f‘f a 6 )\.stence i f

w ) E e~ —

O oneg o st the design argument is that the world does n¢

Earth 1}“@{\& cause devastation, there is disease, and animals kill each:

which did not have natural disasters, or disease, or creatures which k

seem preferable to many. If there are flaws, which a God would not ¢d

the world was not designed. Many atheists believe a loving God woul

that if the world was designed for a purpose, suffering would not be|

Therefore, they argue there cannot be a designer God, because there
@O Another objection to the design argument attacks the

analogy (comparison) between the world and designed COPYRIGHT

objects, and therefore between humans, end the supposed 1 PROTECTED

designer of the world. There are many differences between argy

the world and a watch, and therefore there i< "1\ e many Jesus

differences between how the world canr fl; ‘,belng and 6

human designers. g r ) e

/

outs EEEIN I 11ave been caused by the natural process of rain, or by ¢ Qg9

the gi\@®id. If you see rain clouds you may assume it was rain, or if y Education
with a hose, you might assume not. In the same way, as world-desigr
processes are another.

b ig
i/
Ther‘j\ : /} aTternatlve explanations. For example, a pudd!
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O The widely accepted theory of evolution provides an alternative way
humans could have come into being, and suggests that they were no
can explain why animals can camouflage, or humans are intelligent;
make species successful have been passed on to their offspring. In @
animals might not have been ‘fine-tuned’ to fit into their environmen

9

=

humans were not designed, then this casts dourt:: 1 whether anythin
was designed. - /// e
o

—

Some people also pomt i {/umf the world was designed, this
one Christian Gor'v '/i «’L ,du‘ld be many designer gods.

Chrlstlan‘onses in Favour of the Desigh Argument

(1 I mlgh not have been possible to design a better world. It is

possible that a world without earthquakes or disease would
have more flaws, or would not function.

@O Evenifthe analogy between the world and designed objects is
weak, this does not disprove a designer.

® God could have designed the world through the process of
evolution; many human designers do not design everything
from scratch, but may use mechanical processes to help them.

-

It is possible, from the design argument, that therfn are

multiple gods, but Christians believe in one @i other reasons.

// -
What the Design 6r2umenf MPad)iw ﬂb/out the Nature of God
e God has authorlty 5} "/dcﬂ'u| if he could design a universe, a pla

life on o L&) >
/ 11%2&\0“
‘For v#®can be known about God is plain to them, because God has ¢

since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invi
have been understood and seen through the things he has made.” (Rot

Romans 1:18-24 discusses why people do not have an excuse for denying
K known through the creation he designed.

—

%  Maybe God is not all-powerful, as there are some things which pa
designed better to minimise suffering.

¢ God is compassionate and loving, because he chose to design a plane
% Maybe God is not all-loving, because he potent’ illy could have dé

T~

contain less suffering. PR
e God is creative; there are many bml % & /urﬁ‘erent features of the
and the same. ,f ,/ -

:
e Godissimilarto h.a i yhat "he designed the world and humans d

-~

Quick u il i

v

16. Outline three reasons non- religious people argue against the design a

17. Explain two reasons why the design argument might seem successful.

18. Explain two things which the design argument may show about the na
Christians. Refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

—_—
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Cosmological Argument

Another type of argument used by some Christians and people of other re
existence of God is called a cosmological argument. The idea behind cost
certain natural laws about the universe point towards the existence of God
God to explain why there is something rather than nothi: 9. For example, t
seems to lead to the idea that the universe itse!f et - «d 1 cause. Therefore
proof that there must be a creator, GM 2a C‘,xsa’for everything.

'd i -

3 )
Pl - g
= A4

Keywords: v | Sl
Big | he ).y = a scientific theory that the universe started with a rapia

cause ethmg which makes something else happen
contingency - here, the possibility of things existing, or ceasing to exist in t
cosmological argument — an argument for God's existence based on the ic
rather than nothing, and God caused this

evidence - indicates that something is likely to be true

first cause argument — a case for the existence of God, based on the idea
cause for everything, and this is God

necessary being — something/one which must exist

proof — shows something to definitely exist or be true

unmoved mover - God, as being a being who does not change, but who ¢
change

X3

%

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

KD
L X4

X3

8

X3

8

X3

%

X3

A

A Cosmological Argument
Cosmological arguments are very old. r >

A basic version of a cosmoloai v f,,ent"is
e Thereis somethir¢ v A ""L..Jn nothlng
e There —LL be © | _ason for this.

& TH d\,co‘ reason for this: God.

Use by Christians as a Philosophical Argument for the Existenc
Many Christians have used cosmological arguments for the existence __
of God. One famous example of a theologian who used cosmological
arguments is St Thomas Aquinas. He wrote down Five Ways, which
he believed proved the existence of God. The first three of these Five
Ways are cosmological arguments.

O Hereis a version of Aquinas’ 1 argument — the unmoved mover:
e The world contains change. '
e Change is caused by something OthF"’ e ene thlng which
changes. / o >
e There must be some*" q h}. manges other things which
does not chazg - ) o+ g -

e : . L,,{nere is an unchanging changer (unmoved mover

-~

]
o )
doC‘“Aoﬁ

Aquinas mares the point that all motion and change requires a source of tf
requires potential energy. Therefore, there must be a source of this energy
change. He assumes that this must be God, who does not change, but cau

=)

tn
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(2] Probably the best known of these three arguments is St Thomas Aqu
paraphrased version of Aquinas’' 2" argument — the first cause argut
e Everything has a cause. p—
e  Without a first cause there would be no other causes and no eff¢
e There are causes and effects at the moment.

& Therefore, there is a first cause which r2c le call God.

5 // :’ 5
Aquinas makes the point that nothinr",m - Jappens without a cause, and tf
different — it involves a seriec.c#¢a 1. =24dnd effects which can be traced bat
first cause. If vou tracz 1 /c/,.nféf causes and effects back to the start of'i
been a firs 2o 1 started everything else, which does not require an
says, is Goc nIy first cause which makes sense. (Aquinas was not willit

be an infinite chain of causes and effects.)

Aquinas'’ first and second ways are very similar arguments. One way of diff
First Way, Aquinas is arguing for something which is able to cause change, |
arguing that there must be something which was the first cause, and so ex
The first argument makes more assumptions about the nature of God, asid
universe and starting it off.

‘In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth v
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept ove
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.” (Genesis

'/j - \
® Hereis a version of Aquinas’ 3“‘;"«., : ﬁ’e.fff céthingency: (Note: here =T
e  Things which exist irjit v 'cid are possible (if they were not pos¢ Ao
e ltisalsopcain iz m(ngs not to be (people die, mountains are WMV"&
y e\ ,amg is contingent (possible to be, and possible not
rjthing will not be.
e If everything is contingent (possible to be, and possible not to be
will not be.
e Things do currently exist.
%  Therefore, there is something which is not contingent (it is ¢
which allows things to remain existing — this is God (a necess
Aquinas makes the point that if everything ends, why has everything not er:
assumes that there must be something (God) which sustains existence. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Strengths and Evidence for the Cosmoloeical fr3uments

Strengths and Evidence for 0 nd O / ,/ o

v Aquinas is correct in statiz g f & /urythlng needs potential energy tc :
There is nothing @Bl ‘\’Nhlch does not require potential energ 19
acalg \at ~must be some explanation for the beginning of tf Qg

caust ocoﬂon ter (phy5|cal material stuff) to come into being, and to ché
|nd|cale some sort of unchanging, non-material cause, probably with
to happen, and this fits well with the idea of God.

Education
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‘/ Moreover, a first cause, which is God, seems (to many) to be more lik
going back forever, or chains of change going back forever, without &
cosmological arguments are strong because things have causes, an¢
energy, and it makes little sense for there not to have been a first cat
energy for change.

m

Strengths and Evidence for (3}

7

i . -
4 Itis possible to arar:.2 = (. werythlng came from one point origina
s

to or‘ﬂ '-, /ml)f’ some theories in physics support this. How

yet nay ‘be that God has made sure that this does not happer

~

Non-religious Arguments against Cosmological Arguments and

Favour
Atheists, humanists and others have argued against cosmological argum
people think that they provide evidence for God's existence.

X The Big Bang Theory, a scientific theory which
suggests that the universe was caused by a rapid

expansion of matter, could be a possible alternative
first cause for the universe, and could explain when_
potential energy first began to cause change. 7 £ 2

e

o

is scientific evidence for this, and no.sc #nt. 2/ ~
i
evidence for God, so this wez'¢ s 1 1. .cosmological
/

7

argument. 2, f ) Dominos in maot
. first domina t
i~ti Gt By
& Chegiiar ./« respond that the big bang still domino falling ¢
1199 3 cadse, and there needs to be a reason that
\Addenly potential energy caused change;

God could have caused the big bang, which then caused everyth
allowed potential energy to be released.

)

X Evenif everything has a cause now, and needs potential energy for ct
cannot be proven that causes and effects do not go back forever wit
there is not an infinite chain of change going backwards.
%  Christians could respond that it is more likely that there is a God

have a cause, or that there is no reason why potential energy has
the laws of nature in this way.
74

X Further, even if the universe needs A dire r"wé énd an unmoved Moy
of causes and effects, anrJ RN ﬂ/, does not necessarily solve the pr
issue of what cauza | q« ,,nd how and why he does not change.

% r A ;.;.Mespond that God is different to everything else
\

O
2

ido‘ji-\on e and effect, and because he is perfect and complete he d
everything in the physical world needs a cause and potential ene
physical world, different rules may apply to him.
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X

What the Cosmological Arguments May Show About the Nature

o
(2]
©

What they do not show:

Quick Questions

N

Physics does not really tie up with the contingency argument. Phys
universe may end, there will still be something (be it matter or energy
just disappear. Also, this is predicted to happen at some point far in
wrong in expecting that the end of the universe would have already ¢
% Christians may respond to this, but this argument is not really us

other cosmological arguments are seen/’rr) Z/'; tronger.

=4 o’

It is also important to no’f' SR g\/ew IT cosmological arguments succ

Christian God —tha' Jx o .,.Sé unmoved mover and necessary bein

god, he « . ../pOSSIbI“ty that there are multiple gods.

S e Coﬂon ssible, from the cosmological arguments, that there is a
there are multiple gods, but Christians believe in their one God f

~

God is unchanging and unmoving.
God is different from everything else, because he does not have a cat

God has necessary existence — he must exist.
% God has authority and is powerful if he could cause everything &
existence, create potential energy, and is the only necessary beir

The cosmological arguments do not real' %h,,t God is
compassionate and creative. Sor;‘o. i ﬁ\lght infer this, but if
God is just a first cause, A ¥ ";nover and necessary being, this
does not necesseri’v L ,,; /th’at he did anything after setting the
univerg nc' . upart from sustaining life, or that he wanted to
create Wie Co{ pIanet for humans.
The cosmologlcal argument does not indicate much about God other t
cause the universe to start, and sustains it.

19.

20.

21.

Outline three of Aquinas’ cosmological arguments.

Outline three possible weaknesses of these cosmological arguments.

Q

Explain two ways Christians may respond to non- r@l'gious arguments

cosmological arguments being able to prowr,c » «dence for the exister
/ g

D
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Religious Upbringing

If children are given a Christian upbringing, this can provide a basis for beli
belief in God. This may be because children find it normal to believe in Got
want to experience and build a relationship with God. However, sometimes
drive children away from belief in God. If a child is bro:c ht up with an athe
they may not believe in God, possibly because *b /4": €12 reason to, or are
reject God's existence. 4/ &

2 A~ 4
Keywords: ;W

X Ly < . .
o athem une who does not believe in God
o0
I &d

Christian Teachings about Raising Children to Believe in God
Christianity encourages parents to bring their children up in the
religion. The Catholic Church, especially, believes that a good
way of creating more Christians is to have children and raise
them as Christians.

Christians want their children to follow the right path in life, and
believe that religion will help them to do this. The Bible teaches
that raising children correctly will set them on the right track for
the rest of their life.

[ “Train children in the right way, and whzix d /l',‘/jey “‘will not stray.” (Pt
RO
.- o °
Christians not onIy beligs T d'- =z4ching children to believe in God will allo
with him, Ig o il heIp them to develop good morals. The Bible

anger then n-a Chrlstlan upbringing should not be harsh, and it sh¢
be a good p son

‘And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up
instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4 NRSV)

Christianity places an emphasis on children respecting the instruction of the
from Judaism.

/

‘Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in tl

your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12 - th~ "t of the Ten Comi
-~ v D

=

. : Lo @ G >
‘Children, obey your parents in the I 2r+* o1 %5 rs/rlght. “Honour your fat
is the first commandment wi I7a © 0 noser Tso that it may be well with you

' E) ay /tne earth.”’ (Ephesians 6:1-3 NRSV)

\Q 5

o9
V;doc"“ ]
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Why Features of a Christian Upbringing May Lead to Belief in G

P

Why features of a Christian upbringing may Features of a Christ
lead to or reinforce belief in God lead to or reinforc
May interest children in the Christian faith
through stories and celebrations, bringing > | Reading or beir¢
the religion to life and making it a® 5 ° Celebrating Chr
interesting/exciting. g lng w¥ and Easter
If children enjoy time cuint 1 . rinistian e Attending Chris
environment i 4y “nake positive Brigade)
asso (BN s .}AIWe’éﬁ this and a belief in God.
e Having Christiar
about God
May believe what they are told and : ,I:?toevr:ndr;ggo;hcerr"\.
surrounded with, and accept it as normal. . ‘
e Attending Sundé
Activities (e.g. BE
e Being taught to
Children are likely to believe in God if they e Knowing peoplé
believe that someone they trust has definitely experienced Got
experienced God. i
Children may feel that they have experienced .
God personally if they feel him talking to : A if’gr?dﬁ{:\ug::u:Za
them, or answering their prayers, or feel &) Activitiesg(e Bd
connected to God through worship. . / 4> 9
Children may feel that God, Ga sy _ 4, of  |e Being taught to |
people who teach akc = e ,.4erp/tT’1em to ¢ Reading or beint
lead theiz liva« <.« vethem useful e Attending Sundg
guid e Activities (e.g. B&
If chil\&®®think Christian figures are a good e Seeing Christian
example, they may associate this with a belief % |
in God in a positive way. 2 good example
Children may believe that they should believe
in God, because they have been taught to e Being taught tol{
follow rules telling them to believe in God, Commandmente
and they or their parents may have made e Being baptised
promises about them growing up in the
Christian faith.
r’ f/ //
o * A
s i s gy =
274 "
" jo>
09{@0 B
£u°°

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4

Page 33 of 89

-

)
A ——

y
F
B
4
i
| i
|
\
4
% i
-
S

)

i

s@’
!
%
W $
U

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Q9

Education




Non-religious Arguments about Why a Religious Upbringing Mas

God’s Existence and Christian Responses

Non-religious people (including atheists and humanists) may argue that ¢

to lead to a rejection of God's existence for many reasons:

e  Christian parents/adults often do not live up to the example of Christia
children feel that their parents are hypocrltlcal th=t: hey may also fee
Christianity is hypocritical. s () /J -

e  Children who are taught rellgion 55 iramily are also likely to be tat
school. If children feel thz /vl 2 vy know about Christianity conflicts
or with historv ‘a4 A/ds‘c{des do not seem well-justified), then they

e If chile . \eI . ,acchrlstlan rules are unfair, they may reject belief in ¢
to folld ﬁa rules. Humanists in particular object to certain religiou
opposition to same-sex marriage and euthanasia, and any religious in
discrimination — if children of Christian parents who promote such idea
are fair or right, then they may become humanists.

e If children are taught to pray, and do not feel that their prayers are ans
a rejection of belief in God's existence.

e Teenagers often rebel against their parents. If their parents are religio
something which they rebel against (because it is associated with their
because they disbelieve it for other reasons).

e If a child’s friends / their social environment are/is secular, and they se¢
interesting and fulfilling, they may become disinterested in religion if
to their lives.

e Christian parents often bring their children up to ”* “eve in Father Chris
well as believing in God. When the childr v Sa/ ;—:- triat the former are¢
belief in God as well. e Yt

e\ \ 4

Christians may respor< . 4 _riider of ways. Many will claim that an off-p

a Christiar ng | J gohe wrong — parents should be good examples, ex

Christian te wco‘ and explain the concept of prayer thoroughly.

P

.

Some will also argue that parents should do their best to make a religious t
life —, e.g. it should be explained that science and religion explain things in
religious people do not always do good.

Why an Atheist/Humanist Upbringing May Lead fo Rejection of
Being brought up in a family which does not believe in God may lead to a
There are a number of reasons for this:

e If a child is never taught to believe in God,
and they feel no need for God, they may
have no reason to choose to believe 4 j/,

e Ifachild has been taught thr i / aud
and has never expe”r o /M cthey may
have NoA@ASC r/,n,evé in him.

o Chlldr ' find scientific arguments for
the creld aﬂ of the world more believable —
they may have been taught that humans
were not designed, but evolved, and that ‘ ;
the big bang caused the universe, for Imageofwhatth bi¢
example.
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e  Children who have been told there is no God may believe this if they fe
compassionate God would not allow pain, suffering and evil in the w«
e  Children who have had any non-religious upbringing, and especially th
upbringing, may feel that there are reasons other than faith for acting
others, for example —and that there is a valid meaning to life without
own interests and potential, as well as helping others —and so God is I
or meaning. ¥a\d
4 P S
Christians may respond that be’.y 5« ,"F"J{'rv:' up as non-religious and
feeling no need for Gar'si- x T;n +400d reason to remain non-
religious. ‘g#8lna ' . :ie that non-religious people may feel a

o

]
1
1
9 O\ ' Di
need for G\ not realise it (and possibly fill the gap in other | re
ways). TheyCould also argue that just because atheism makes :
sense to people who have been brought up as non-religious, this o

does not mean that it is right.

Quick Questions

22. Outline three features of a Christian upbringing.

23. Explain two ways in which features of a Christian upbringing may leac
in God.

24. Explain two reasons why Christians may give ‘rﬁc{ ox Idren a religious U
Refer to a source of wisdom and autheritz” />
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Summary of Philosophy of Religion

e Christians believe that some people have experienced revelations of € —
heard God. In the Old Testament, revelations to Noah, Abraham and 4
often directed prophets to help his people. He made covenants with Z

them land and bless them, for example. In the New Testament, Chris
himself through his son Jesus, who showeffJ (o Ho e by dying for hu
believe that revelations are proofff\f Gad '4;1(15/ence.

o

'd i -

- 4 i o / -
e Some people have £~ £ iseeing visions of God, or messengers of
the wg Gu«  ypeared to Abraham, the angel of God appeared in

saw G¢ Coﬂon g in heaven. In the New Testament, several people rece
and vi5| s converted people to following God's will, and helped to ex
transfigured before his disciples. People in more recent times have f¢
often leading them do something for God. Non-religious people feel
hallucinations, but Christians feel that visions are important evidence

e The Bible contains many miracles in the Old Testament and New Tes
of the official's son. Miracles are important, as they show God's autho
show he cares for those who follow him. Non-religious people feel tha
coincidences, or are explainable by science, though Christians feel mir
have no other explanation.

e There are many types of religious experience other-than the ones mé
might experience mystical or numinous evr 2 e, , or feel God com
through prayer. Different people thi~ ti C*,a:rl/erent things constitute
Christians may wish to test i v r'/u(perlence to see if it is genuine.
experiences are e ,,;/. ~n-religious people may think there is littlg
who reg re.© . sexperiences; they may think them the product of ¢
halluc 17— NS due to physical factors; or they may think them wish-ful
people vm’o want to experience them. Christians believe that religious
such as God's revelation to Moses in Exodus 3.

pay

—

e Christians may pray for many reasons; prayers are important for thank
forgiveness, for example. Christians may pray set prayers such as the L
taught. If Christians feel that their prayers have been answered, this ni
faith, but if people feel their prayers have not been answered, they ma

e One argument used to support the existence of God is the design argt COPYRIGHT
to be designed, designed objects have a designer, and so the world mt PROTECTED
God. The world may seem to have been organlcf" “1a certain way, an
other hand, it may also seem badly ‘desic (ﬂ/( 4 j/here is suffering, ar

why things seem designed. g
i iy ~

-
i

e Another arqumﬂl t°A () _existence of God is the cosmological arguir 'S
rather, - 1o ! 1y, “and so there must be a God. St Thomas Aquinas|¢ Qg
cosmo v;doc"“o arguments — the unmoved mover, first cause, and conti EdUCO‘tiOﬂ
religious people argue against such arguments, e.g. the big bang may
Christians disagree and feel that God must have created everything ant
this shows his power.
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e  Christianity teaches that Christians should bring up children in the relig
Various features of a religious upbringing, such as Church attendance
celebrating Christian festivals may lead to belief in God. On the other —
upbringing from an atheist or humanist perspective may lead to rejet :
children never experience, or feel a need for, God. Religious upbringin
reject the existence of God, but Christians may ara:'c that if this is the
religious upbringings. e\ d )

oY Ad
=4 ’

- - 4 i w / .
Now Try This... O C.

\ L <
25. 'The cvg .cal argument gives evidence for the existence of God.’
statem\a®

Argue for and against this statement. You must give Christian teaching
arguments, and philosophical arguments. Reach a conclusion which f¢
argument.

g
"
oY A
) P 4
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’/ &%‘&%@%‘A
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The concept of equality has an interesting relationship with Christianity. In
have tried to promote human rights, equality, freedom from prejudice anc¢
justice. In other ways, certain groups, such as women and homosexuals, m
rights by some Christian groups. Wealth and povert ' lalso controversia
feel that wealth is a good thing, while others '#ay fp/ut is a distraction. S¢
poverty should not be exploited, ard siiy - beﬁelped with charity, while ¢

should help themselves. =7~ -

Lo
i o) i

A
Human tsf‘

Human rights are rights that many people believe all humans have, things
rights are not a new concept — many different countries and peoples have
for centuries. Many countries protect certain human rights by law, though
countries.

=

==

Keywords:
atheist — someone who does not believe in God or gods
consequentialist — a type of ethical theory concerned with the morality of ¢
actions
ethical theory — something which suggests how people should act, and suc
right or wrong

humanist - someone who aims to live a good life, »+#¢ Hut belief in God of
sanctity of life — a belief that life is sacred/* < a ; '/

7
*
7
*

7
0.0

X3

S

X3

8

‘or special, implying the
shari’ah - Islamic law, derived fror'; 9. Ju.'zevand other Islamic teachings
situation ethics — ethical t725 9 i nsuggest decisions should evaluate

loving consequenc.s D¢ m situation

X3

*

X3

%

9 L v

o9 B
Nature, and Purpose of Human Rights
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was decided in 1948 by the Un
countries working together, and many countries respected these rights. Th
applied in the UK since 2000, and this means that the UK has to protect the
by law — if people feel that their rights are being denied, they can take this 1
about this act is that people can now take a case to court in the UK if it bre:
than having to take it to the European Court of Human Rights in France. Tk
sure that people had better protection of their human rights, and also so it
amounts of money to take cases about human rights abroad (to the court it

=

However, the government may still make laws which apcaar to clash with t
also argue that they do not uphold the act WhP"\j At Al g or arresting terr
people have been shot dead on arrest asaBi I 1 sdldiers have been accus
prisoners. There have also bee';,, SR WC_/.s., ifom the Conservative governmi
Human Rights Act and =5, "¢ *uuth a 'British Bill of Rights’ — just because

-

mean thatc A ,mts W|II not want to get rid of it.
09 o
0o

The purpose*or ﬁuman rights is to protect all people, wherever they are, to |
have a minimum standard of living, and to ensure that governments take re
By the middle of the twentieth century most people had acknowledged tha
many feeling that they all have equal worth. The Universal Declaration of H
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prompted by the Second World War, where many humans endured horrib
lives. The Declaration aimed to make sure that events such as the Holocat

Human rights in the Human Rights Act include:

e Theright to life
e Theright not to be a slave

e Therights to fair treatment; no torture, anrJ Zie N etiel if

accused of a crime
e The rights of free belief an’ FL f;/on
e Therightto educatz ™) =~ v~
e Therig dut e sietrc vote
e Theric

these ung'

w

’j/ g

,,/

R reedom from discrimination, with regard to

Slave sha

m

i

¢ Rights concerning private life, including marriage and family

Many religious and non-religious people agree with these rights, or most ¢
may feel that not everyone deserves them. For example, some people fee
someone else, then the murder forfeits their right to life, and the state shot
penalty. There is also controversy surrounding the human rights of foreigr
criminals, the government can extradite them, or send them back to their h
criminals have been allowed to stay in the UK, for example, because their r
threatened in their home country, or because their family lives in the UK an
allow them access to their family.

Some Muslims have disagreed with some human '\ /,', )ecause they feel
law — Islamic law. However, there is a Univars 1 (s "/Hc Declaration of Hum:

many of the same rights as the H"" : (f,'/‘ s Act 1998, though in line wit

/ f

Christian Tvacbw N ‘~ fd “esponses to Human Rights — Importal

Might Su Tiem
Modern Chi .,aﬁﬁs are generally supportive of human rights. They believe

have happened in the past — such as the slave trade and the Holocaust — ar
contributed to by Christians. Most will feel that this should not happen agz
rights helps to ensure the safety and dignity of humanity.

Christianity teaches that all humans are important to God. It teaches that h
vulnerable or disadvantaged is a sin and that those who help the poor are |

K”Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall {¢
by your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So d¢
more value than many SpaI'I'OW’ / Matthew 10:29-3

7 / 5
“Those who oppress the poor irsiact o r Ma/ker but those who are kif
7 (Proverbs 14:31 NRSV)

/f‘"ﬂ
EPRY A 4 Pl

\9 T -
Jesus taug everyone should be treated with love, and many human
enslaved) can be seen as practical ways in which this love can be shown. C
rights are important, and so support them, because they feel that this fulfil
others well and not to harm them.

wy
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Christian Responses to the Need for and Application of (ndividu
While most Christians will support the concept of human rights in general,
about different human rights.

““You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”” (Matthew

‘In everything do to others as you would kv 1t x'jﬁ o to you; for this
Midew 7:12 NRSV)

f" §

v

f/‘

i o) '/ i
There are m L R ) x,nts s'which are supported by Christian teaching.

supported commandment in the Ten Commandments not to murde
during bibli _n’lfnes there are also biblical teachings which can be used ag
right to freedom from being enslaved. The Bible also teaches that justice it
be used to support the right to fair treatment / a fair trial if accused of a cri
feel that there should be laws protecting human rights such as these three
support.

/ “You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13 NRSV

"Whoever kidnaps a person, whether that person has been sold or is
shall be put to death.” (Exodus 21:16 NRSV

“You must not distort justice; you must not show r2 tiality; and you m
bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subvst (v “caase of those who 4

\ only justice, you.; o : vuha’e . (Deuteronomy 16:19-
- BT\l _
iy L) e s B
However, t.zflare /iruman rights which some mTTTTToes :
Christians | 1710{\0 t completely agree with. For example, \ |
cn‘/ [ Can you
many Christians disagree with homosexual marriage, and 1
i of ahuman
so do not feel that homosexual couples have a right to : not fully
marry. Therefore, they would disagree with the right to !
marriage and a family applying to homosexual couples. R T -
[ “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination

Situation Ethics
Situation ethics is an ethical theory associated with m=ay theologians art¢
Joseph Fletcher. It promotes evaluating indivir;"; FSi '//ét.r;)ns by what is mo
other laws, teachings or consideratior\; B4 & ",nséquentialist ethical the
being loving consequences, ra’r a1« noauout what actions are carried out |
does care that the interi' <’ 126 Tor loving consequences. Loving conseq

those whicg bely edte people involved.

V;doc"“ %

In many situdations, situation ethics is likely to support upholding human rig
argue that respecting human rights is often going to be the most loving th
enslave, torture, etc. Situation ethics would also support such rights being
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more loving to allow homosexual people the right to marry than not to, for &
would not consider biblical teachings which oppose this as they are irrelevan

=

However, situation ethics would not argue that human rights should be up

example, it may be more loving to torture a terror suspect without a fair tri

which saves hundreds of people from a terrorist attack. Therefore, althoud

be consistent with human rights in many cases. thzos “Jn ibe some extreme

situation ethics would conflict with human |9 (tc o >
r"

o

Christian Resmnsee ta gl (n 5 nelous Areuments about Human
In many w 10 )&W'stlans and non-religious people, such as ath

-

human rig! I|o<e1y to be similar — most respect human life. However, 1
areas wherenefmay disagree.

For example, non-religious people, especially humanists, are likely to argué
rights should apply equally, regardless of factors such as sexuality or gende
% However, Christians may respond that if God has decided that marriag
heterosexual couples, then human governments have no right to make
human right regardless of sexuality.

For example, atheists might argue that the right to life only begins at birth

% However, some Christians would argue that the right to life begins at ¢

sacred (many Christians believe in the sanctity of life). They might ar¢

extend to protect foetuses, and the current appllcatlon of the human
enough.

7 S\ A

C Sty
Ultimately Christians and non-religiots.r < le i’,,ay“ﬁave different views on
Christians will want to do what Ziws ‘A siolical teaching, whereas non-relig)

seems right to them. . =" — =/~

X
Extensm*sponsmllmes Which Come with Rights
Because the law protects people’s rights, this also means that it enforces re:

e If everyone has the right to life, all have the responsibility not to kill otk
e If everyone has the right to freedom, all have the responsibility not to €

People have a responsibility to respect the rights of others, and not to den
if they disagree with their opinions or beliefs.

Sometimes these rights and responsibilities conflict with each other. For exan
marry, and everyone has the right to freedom of religious belief. However, so
may mean that they do not acknowledge, or wish to perform, certain marriag

-~

In the UK, the rights of homosexuals to get M7 d(x Ve Deen protected a

organisations not to perform such m(r 3 r.w«é also been protected. |

whether registrars who are r2!i ﬂJL s eeld have to perform homosexual n
B ) W T A

peg

Quick Quig®s
- 7199 ol \
26. Outline@®ee human rights.

27. Explain two reasons why some Christians may not support all human ri

tn

28. Explain two reasons why Christians may support human rights. Refer t
wisdom and authority.
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Eaquality

-

Equality usually refers to being equal and/or being treated equally. To trea
treating them all with the same respect and dignity, and giving them the sa
of their personal situation or characteristics. In the UK, the Human Rights A
to equality; for example, everyone has the right to be fr= s and not a slave; &
vote (there are some exceptions; children cannzt v s LQquaI rights extent
everyone has an equal right to educatior: = 1 Cj,/er.ﬁjél right to protection
protection for men and womer; Sch *;zxua’ls and homosexuals, for examg

ity ) - @ ”
Many rellgm‘ ; ,jlgr’us people feel that equality is a good thing -

person whgeEy =n5|aved or not allowed to vote, so most people want to it
these rights ,./n/t because they want to be fair, because they would not wa
themselves.

There are some debates about how best to apply equality. Most people
would agree that there are some cases in which people should not be giver
equal opportunities; for example, someone with medical training should be
employed as a doctor over someone without medical training. However, n¢
everyone takes the same approach to education. Many people argue that
students who struggle at school should be given extra help, and maybe eve
have extra money spent on their education — they should be given a shot &
equal opportunities in life by being treated differently (being given more
help).

There is also a conflict with other issues in thicx 7 - oes being treated e¢
same as everyone else, or do peopIP we) ) betreated differently to be tr T 1
in France, a secular country, z2'/gic 1. ,,m6ols are banned in schools, includ \
Sikh turbans. Some Fu ‘vt ,ap(e believe that it is important that everyon
same way. 119 PV _ivi the UK, Muslim headscarves and Sikh - - - _ - :
turbans are aIIy allowed in schools, because the UK
government recognises that if someone feels that they should
dress in a certain way because of their religion, it is treating
them with equality to allow them to do so. ,

m

o

-~

,;?gc
‘%&%&‘@M

Find o

1
1
:
1
I protects
| |
1

The Equality Act 2010 protects against many inequalities, including unfair t

Causes of [nequality and Problems caused by [neauality
There are many causes of inequality in the world, including: COPYRIGHT

e Poverty — this directly means that people have less than those who are PROTECTED
poverty may have less access to healthcare or other necessities. Povelt
inequalities, e.g. no access to free healthcare R fke people poor i

medical treatment. "
o The economic status of ¢’ (fe ; Jidy can influence one's relative we .
o The area in whis'=; = "'/ap can aIso influence future status — there e
degm@oe’! ¥ iiveloping countries, for example. a
. Ethn|C|s generally causes inequality indirectly, as people may be S
depenc”g on their ethnicity, but this is human culture rather than sort Education

disadvantages people.

e Sex/gender —in some ways this could be seen to make people unequal ¢
able to be pregnant and breastfeed, etc. (which can be seen to disadvari
culturally women also face inequality which is not the result of biological
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e  Sexuality — homosexuals have often been treated unequally.

e Disability — those with physical and mental disabilities may be less ablé
education and public services.

There are many problems caused by inequality. For example:
e Those living in poverty may face horrible living cori tions, and have pe
expectancy. They may also find it impos Sigahe *fcj 2t gut of poverty, an
their children. Poor countries may la, jé amounts of interest on &
become poorer and inec: m(y ! e Zases.

o

e People of certaint: /Cn,,és may find it harder to get university places

may l: > | Koly to be arrested (unfairly).

e Wome! flnd that they are less likely to be considered for certain |
can mean that women are less economically well off, and may be disat
Men may also be less likely to be employed in some jobs which are see

a

e Historically (and currently in some countries), homosexuals have been
relationships. They may also not be allowed to marry/adopt, as hetero!
e Those with disabilities may feel marginalised, and may find it harder t¢
leaving them with the problems caused by poverty.

Christian Teachings and Responses to Causes of Inequality and

[nequality
Christianity teaches that the poor should be helped, and Christians might re
inequality is unfair and as much as possible should be < ne to combat it. I
charity to help with economic inequality and ﬂ;‘, m/‘jén.s it causes.
i/
Christians generally feel that alsca 1 f’,zs/afe equal, and that Christians sh
people of all ethnicitiece “y = wAith respect. (See more below in the sec
Racial Discgmitt . , .~ ~

L it o

o0
SO
v

Many Christians feel that people should be treated equally
regardless of sex/gender or sexuality. They feel that there

| L
. - Christian |
should be better legal protections to ensure that this is the | . .1
case. However, some feel that men and women should not |
- couples al
be treated in the same way and that homosexuals should not (1
be able to marry, for example. Freedom of religion may
. . . . | gay coupl
conflict with equality laws — the Catholic Church is allowed to These pdl
only employ male priests, when normally companies could I these thill
not discriminate in this way. However, Christians may not e
religious
always be allowed to fully act on their religious beliefs if these | .
conflict with equality laws. o) |
o 1 0
Christians might argue that treatinc.roc, ymien or homosexuals/heterose:
inequality, as they can clairr.: J {’t tee are valid biblical reasons for treating
claim that some of *h. ,‘ “ '5| _s which appear to be caused by ‘inequality

misunders@bMlg ou's plan for them. However, they still might see gend
homosexué @@“, nfair, and act personally to try to change this, or support
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( ‘I permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she ig
was formed first, then Eve’ (1 Timothy 2:12 NR

“Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the hus
just as Christ is the head of the church’ (Ephesians 5:22

s\

k “You shall not lie with a male as vt ¢ le}udhf it is an abomination

/r‘,
ff"'f

- -
-

w

Some pos¢ A lucions to inequality include:

sy o) O
Solutions L ARy ,;fd reasons for them)

e A bettef reﬂ/strlbutlon of wealth and personal, national and internation
poverty. This could allow people to improve their standards of living
there would be less inequality, as more children would be born into fa
poverty.

:3“4‘

e Better laws to target inequality. This is important, as there are always
exploit or abuse others, and laws should help to protect them.

=t

e Improved personal attitudes — those of all disadvantaged groups, whe
disability, or anything else, will have greater equality if people work to
personal and professional lives.

e Better education and awareness of issues so that people and governmg
inequality and want to work against it.

Christian Teaching about Equality o9 e

Christianity teaches that humans arz g 1 . yetdre God. Various Bible pass

talks about both men and w:+ en \udcreated in the image of God - thi

humans) are sairit:+ 'l ,;; A1as all are created in God's image.

\Q N

D =

w\)&{\oﬂ
‘So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he creat
he created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

Jesus taught that people should show love for others and treat everyone w
should not only treat certain groups of people well, but treat everyone with

~

ot

] give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
should love one another.”” (John 13:34 NRSV

‘In everything do to others as you would hzwv ’FIF/"A “do'to you; for this i$
(Mattle . * 12 5RSV) [The Golden Rule]

YA\ 4
/'j’:/

Jesus also 1L RN {Was not only those who seem holy who are doing ¢
the Good S @oco‘@ @an, Jesus teaches that a priest who avoids helping somed
God. In contrast, someone who would be looked down on but who does h
God's will. This shows Christians several things, including that they should
knowing them — people they do not expect to be good people may well be
Christians that helping others and treating them well is very important to G

—
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“... Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the ma#
the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said
(Luke 10:36-37 NRSV)

W
/ 1] - . .
The New Testament continues the theme cf f/ac. =/ equality, with Jesus’ a

Christians should not treat certair. 2 fb/’; Lutter than others.

/f o

_f'f.;c”/"

Yo 2 + you really fulfil the royal law according to the script
nelghb\ yourself But if you show partiality, you commit sin and

transgressors.” (James 2:8-9 NRSV)

—

e

The New Testament also continues the biblical theme of spiritual equality,
created by God and equal in his eyes.

/ ‘Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shov
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to !

’... From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth,

their existence and the boundaries of the places wher: they would live
God and perhaps grope for him and fmd higit: Nc Jgh indeed he is I

\ bl ‘< 1736-27 NRSV)

y ) 2 A
These teach g\ E“):Cﬁ/lstlans should believe
all people Jar “This may not always have been
the case, de ing on Church teaching and culture,
but today many do believe this. Christians have also
not always treated people equally, a notable example
being the slave trade. Sometimes beliefs in spiritual
equality have not resulted in Christians treating people
equally, and also sometimes teachings have been
overlooked and certain Christians have felt that they
are superior to other humans.

COPYRIGHT

One belief which can result in some Christians feeling Paintil PROTECTED
superior to other people today is that some believe
that only Christians will receive salvation and r'( 10 a’ven This can result

are better than non-Christians, or bet*;" : n Jliistians who do not follow

oA\ i i
Galatians 3:23-29 A4 " 9
Galatians i W ,snarﬁent letter sent by St Paul to a group of Christians Qg

them. Galé @ucz“ $:23-29is a particularly important Bible passage on equalil
Jesus' sacrifice humans had to follow the law to be right with God. Howeve
people are right with God through faith, rather than through following the |
who accept him become equal, regardless of previous religion, race, status |
God.

Education
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*... for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As mg

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew

slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are ong

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs accol
(Galatiarz. 5 > 29 NRSV)

" _ie
,~ o S
This demonstrates a commaz “ifi t ydelief that men and women, rich a
nationalities are all ac ¢ 5 “oa”If people are all equal to God, then it fol

think badl: 1;@9 fe }nég‘Fc;ups, or treat them badly — many agree with this
&du‘lo{\o“

This is a useful passage for arguing that all people are equal and
should be treated equally. However, it can also be interpreted in
different ways. One counterargument to using this passage to

justify practical equality (treating people in the same way, such as

1
I
I
I
I
' Bibl¢
allowing women to be priests) is that this passage only shows I seard
humans to be spiritually equal. The New Testament, including | canl
. . I
the other letters of Paul, does not actually teach against keeping ! (prefe
slaves. The passage says slaves and free people are equal; I see
however, early Christianity did not insist that slaves were freed, so ! othi
I

they were clearly treated differently in practice. Therefore, it
could be argued that while all genders/races, etc. are seen as
equal before God, it is acceptable to give different trexi: lent in practice.

f’(/
g

| E—

o

Quick Questions e

ot

i i > -
- { 2
29. Outline three causz5  « arity.

\Q ) S
30. Explail)oséible solutions to inequality.
>

31. Explain two reasons why many Christians support equality. Refer to a s
and authority.

\Q B

ot i
(,‘d\)‘vo" 4
o

v
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Religious Freedom

Keywords:

blasphemy — something said or done against God or religion
census — a way of counting a population and collecting statistics about then
evangelism — spreading the news about Jesus and =" j to convert peoplé
exclusivism — the belief that there is only Orpx o1 fren’gion and way to G
inclusivism — the belief that one I’F‘f':"\ 0. funs the most truth, but that
paths to God “1\¥ A0

5
> niqab-a Musllm i )1 «f' " covers the whole head and face with a slit f&

Qur' syl e )roly book, which the majority of Muslims believe to b
revec 1199 :)ugh the Prophet Muhammad

3 tolera‘A/ allowing a different practice or belief without discrimination

7
> 0’0

o

%

X3

S

e

%

X3

%

Q

D3

X3

%

a5

Today in the UK everyone has religious freedom. This means they are
free to choose their religion and choose what to believe, and can
worship and carry out religious practices. It also means that people
are free to be religious, or to have no religious beliefs. The freedom
of religion and religious belief only ends if someone’s religious belief
would lead them to do something illegal, and/or something which
went against the rights of others. A clear example of this is that no
one is allowed to kill or physically harm someone else in the name of
religion.

There has not always been religious freedom in thfn L) or many

years following Henry VIII's break from the Ce it (e _Laurchin the
1500s, when there were Catholic marar » + was dangerous to be a
Protestant, and when there .= e P - estant monarchs it was

dangerous to he 3 Ca1i” 7 Zertain branches of Christianity were not
allowed fu e > pab’flc worship, and neither were members of
non-Christi\gge#®gions. People who did not follow the religious status
quo were disadvantaged in other ways. Becoming an MP was restricted
to those of certain religious/non-religious beliefs; one could only attend
university (when Oxford and Cambridge were the only
English universities) as a member of the Church of
England, and atheists could not give evidence in court.
However, during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
the UK gradually moved closer to religious freedom.

Some very il
with law in s¢
such as Gern

circumcisiof]

penis) illegal
passed a rulii
practice circu

Even today, freedom to practise certain religions does face
some challenges in the UK. For example, some religions,
such as Islam, require the ritual slaughter of animals. ,
British laws surrounding animal rights can comzliza:: ~ = . line betwe‘:
matters, but Muslims can pay licensed <l + h. C*,/rs-{oj important reli

perform ritual slaughter for the 7 v "koraany see as IS Sej” as Ccv
acceptable. Islam also =50 - “7at a person’s body is and protes
cannot ma

buried witgslie . . Aount of time after they have

died, but Baw sometimes requires post-mortems
after death. 'TOSpIta|S may try to accommodate Muslim
deaths to the best of their ability and seek to speed up

paperwork so that they can be buried quickly. However, if
there is a medical need to keep the body, they do not

irreversible s/
concerns that
children at i
unlicensed pi
to countries W
to get

need permission from relatives to carry out post-mortems.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4

Page 47 of 89

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Q9

Education




Religious freedom is even more limited in some other countries, either bec
pressure from terrorist groups. For example, while North Korea allows free
some have claimed that this is not the case in practice, and that the govern
for practising their religions, including Christians.

-

Freedom of Religious Expression (Extension)
Freedom of religious expression is part of relioinl 47 4o m. Some ways pe
include through religious practlce Whlrh rsluA fdrshlpplng and wearin
through making statements COB&S i /ulglon

£

above, sor 7199 pi.reel that it is acceptable for people to wear religious s}
religion, in \G##®<, and others feel that this should not be the case, or shou
places, such as schools or the workplace.

,/
Religious expzassini: 1 n\ jf/aress and symbols can be a particularly contf

e

Some people who disagree with the wearing of religious symbols believe t
to promote their religion in certain places (e.g. at school or work).

Others may feel that it is unfair for certain people to be able to wear symb
forbidden to wear certain items (e.g. it might be unfair that a Sikh can wea
religious person would not be allowed to wear a hat); and others may feel
should be banned for practical reasons (e.g. a cross necklace could be dan
environments, and a Muslim face veil might limit communication). Religio
could hold any of these views.

O =0

This issue can also be complex because some reliaio .« ' ess/symbols can
others optional. For example, some Muslims "¢l (h/pthe“ Qur'an commarn

face and/or head covering. Thereforcr vy . ny inem this is to legislate agal “11
to their religion. On the othes fan | | nowhere in the Bible does it say that € %””;
crucifix necklams HachGe 'ﬁg((fy (:(eswe to, to express their religion. Some f¢ =

and to dis. He ,.«tter (|n workplaces) where others feel it is discriminatg
them to ex;helr religion if people of other religions can. Complicating
Muslims who wear head veils feel they are commanded in religion — they
reasons or because they help them to feel closer to Allah or liberated from

-

B

‘And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze an¢
that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (it
thereof...” (Qur'an 24:31)

This quote is interpreted by some to command head/face covering, bu COPYRIGHT
K possible to dress modestly without covering the he: PROTECTED

=

)

PP b

. . oY A L
There is also an issue about what peor;'c a8 o "/to"e/xpress their religious £
say about other people S rellm w5 9 . 2282 Until the twenty-first century the

which prohibited peon'w. 4 1, a‘f wrltlng certain things which were deemg 19
did not ap‘)\ A\ “ddions). So even though there was freedom of sp
ducd"\ y)

m

Q9

Education

express thé ious beliefs, these rights were restricted to some extent.
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Important to note...
Debates surrounding veiling in the UK have been controversial. The UK all¢
and also to veil their face. There have, however, been rulings where Muslim
allowed to veil their face — such as both teachers and students in schools, &
that this limits the interaction needed for learning. Som~ people feel that W
face, such as the nigab and burka, should be hagin “in :)ublic as they forix
and identity. However, others argue th=t he fn' e a right to cover theif
have a right to cover any others - o > At body Some argue that not all¢
modesty while allowi_";_ ) ACC/;(fdress in revealing clothing is unfair and f

women cgahct  t717ess as they want,
this shaludé being able to dress modestly, if they are allowed to dreé

con5|de.,4v}ocat|ve

o

There is also debate about whether banning any type of veil would help w
veiling is oppressive and forced on women. However, others claim that it is
should not be prohibited. They may also argue that regardless, if veils are
wear them will choose not to interact in places where they cannot veil, anc
confined to their house by relatives. This debate is complex because neith
there are those who are pressured to veil by relatives and those for whom
choice — they may even veil against their family’s wishes.

D

Christian Teachings and Responses to Religious Freedom
Most Christians accept at least some freedom of religicn because Jesus tau
treat them as you would want to be treated. Czyic: fthhrlstlans want t
and express their religion, this would '('jt' - thetiney should extend others

A\ \7 e

& ny:rmgjdo to others as you would have them do t¢
1 P (Matthew 7:12 NRSV, the Golden Rule)

| Jesus was also kind to people who did not follow the same religion or wo
| example, in John 4 Jesus speaks to a Samaritan woman, indicating to hef
religious group someone belonged to, or where they worshipped, but th:

o

.

However, as shown above, in practice Christians have not always allowed o
people of other religions, full religious freedom; people have been persect COPYRIGHT
were restrictions on public worship and religious practice for some religiot PROTECTED
today may also feel that there should not be religious frezdom, including f
expression, or not to the extent that there is in ’rh o\ dh ck of toleration f
may be due to the belief held by some Christi n/ wat their way of worship
way — some believe that only C';" il _Jenknow God and/or go to heaver .
people couId onIy knov:.Ce xva ~/ather through him. It may also be becaul 19
regarding g G asles such as circumcision and religious dress. The
negative t other religions, with God commanding the Jewish people

of other rellgro’ns

s

—

Q9
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‘Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No o
except through me.”” (John 14:6 NRSV)

“You shall annihilate them — the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaarn
Hivites and the Jebusites —just as the Lord your God has commanded’

J
7] 7 3 »

The Catholic Church supports religious fraedc 41/ & much as it feels that i

therefore, someone’s religion shzaa' fe:;.,err own choice, and hence their

i

7
should be protected by.!z - A A -

_ - / J
09_0(‘ -
‘... Evi&@®man person, created in the image of God, has the natural
free and responsible being... The right to the exercise of freedom, especia
matters, is an inalienable requirement of the dignity of the human pe

recognized and protected by civil authority within the limits of the com#
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 1738)

However, while it, therefore, recognises the concept of religious freedom, it
that humans have the right to do just anything — there are actions which ar
carried out. Therefore, if any acts which the Catholic Church feels are wron
different religion (or another branch of Christianity), it would not accept so
example, in many religions, divorce is allowed in a number of circumstance
does not feel that divorce is acceptable.)? ‘

~

_—

4

o

=&
“The right to the exercise of £+« ©0 B/l _especially in religious and moral
requirement of the diz.., = °f f_x.an. But the exercise of freedom does not
:;- or a”o anything.” (Catechism of the Catholic Chut

\290 e

>

Christian Responses to Non-religious Arguments Regarding Rel
Some non-religious people (including atheists and humanists) feel that eve
freedom as this respects their beliefs, while others believe that some religiou
freedoms should be limited.

— v

~

So some Christians and non-religious people will agree that religious freed
good thing. They wish to be able to practise their religion, or be free not t¢
believe in God/gods, and wish others to have the same freedoms. Humanis¢
likely to promote the freedom of everyone to choose their own beliefs.

Some Christians and non-religious people agres, /iy el gious freedom in ¢
but feel that certain practices which ar: alow Cy{_,am{)er’freedom of religious
practice should not be aIIowed A0

— For examnle G iish j/ "elfhat allowing Muslim face veils in public e
terror (BRI C. sear them to conceal their identities; or that it is unfait
boy wikgge % child cannot give consent. Humanists may oppose relig
they feel ‘that it would cause harm, as they do not believe that religion
which appear to be unsafe or inhumane.

L http:/fwww.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s1cla3.htm
2 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s1cla3.htm
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Christians who feel that such acts should be allowed as religious freedom fx
practices which are harmful should not be allowed, many people really arg
religious practices/expression because it is something different to what the
argue that just because something is not the cultural norm, does not mear
should be more understanding of difference.

=

Some non-religious people have been very vom| st eI|g|on arguing t
the way for extreme religion. Such per‘n 8 m eélre that there was less

— For example, they mlc*‘*,ﬁ guie | Uac’Cﬁrlstlans should not be allowed t¢
creation from the i ‘\ e’, _<cause this contradicts science.

o Chrlstgu,vargue that is unfair to blame extreme religion on moc¢
moder"&#€ligion does not teach extreme beliefs or practices. Equally

to be extreme do not harm anyone, unless applied in extreme ways — €
be able to hold their beliefs and practise their religion if they are not h

e  Christians might argue that religious freedom is beneficial for both rel
religious people alike. They argue that Christians are not trying to inde¢
people, but want to teach their children their beliefs. In the
same way, non-religious people are free to disbelieve !
religion, and promote their own views. Regardless of the ! Di:

evidence of science, it would be unfair for atheists to stop | relig

i

I

|

religious people from expressing their beliefs, in the same
way that it is unfair for religious people to disallow atheists
from holding and sharing their views.

with |
. , FRE S

As seen above, some non-religious peop'e m. ¢ n.:2gree with some religio

believe that everyone should be tr2:'5a . .ae same way to be treated equ

gl
in certain cases where psE e fre 7£-ain religions are treated differently to

privileged. Hegnaiii e ouélly, would see this as unfair.
\9

— For ex! wj?mn a Chnshan should not be given Christmas day as a bank I
no religions are not entitled to specific days off.

=

)

=

D

— For example, a Sikh should not be allowed to wear a turban where a nt
be allowed to wear a hat.

mn

Christians may argue that as Britain has traditionally been Christian, and th
Christianity, it is natural and fair for culture to reflect Christian values and ¢
Christians might also argue that equality within religious freedom should ¢
should take everyone’s differences into account and respect everyone, ever
differently.

~

~

On the other hand, when some Christians believe the 5 i religious views
that other religious beliefs should not be tole at ",(/a great extent, many

argue that this is unfair as it does raties 1. ! otners equal treatment.
7 s

\Q 3
o9 >
& doc"“ o i
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Church Response to Multifaith Society
In 2011 there was a census taken of the population in England and Wales.
the option of telling the government their religion.

Here are the results of the data on religion from the 2011 census:
Christianity — 59.3%, No religion — 25.1%, Unknown (Hjc “uestion on religi@
—4.8%, Hinduism — 1.5%, Sikhism — 0.8%, Juda‘{"} ~9 jl%fBuddhism - 0.4%
Jainism and Paganism) — 0.4%.? This sbav . hedntain is a multifaith societ
what people believe and practiyer o/~ :
447 P

The Catho g3l rc \ > Uwed its stance on living in multifaith societies and
religions in wfc?t‘@“ 90 document Redemptoris Missio — the Mission of the Ret
although the Catholic Church does believe Christianity to be the correct re
other religions, and the Church can still present Christianity as the true relic
dialogue with other religions. As the Catholic Church believes that all hum
of God, it feels that different religions, and people of different religions, wit
respected. Therefore, it feels it is important to have meaningful communic
religions so that they can stand with each other and also so that the Churc

Lmust ot

ay

The Church of England also promotes a positive stance on multifaith societ
between religions, shown in the 2010 document Sharing the Gospel of Salve
holds a similar view to the Catholic Church — all are made in God’s image ar
respect. It recognises that Christianity has benefited from ideas from other
and that Christians, certainly those in Britain, live in a i tifaith society, ang
those of other religions. The Church recognis?‘,f 1a ﬂ (eneistic) religious £
having a relationship with God, and sc.t - s ,‘Ald/be dialogue which resg
e\ \ 4

Many Christian church(. A “siilar views — they respect those of other r
harmony vggZiler. . ie'view that Christianity is the correct religion (Jesus
those who wfc?é@“ other religions can also know God (although this knowlet
inclusivism. Inclusivist Christians believe that a loving God would not cong¢
— they believe that followers of other religions may be able to receive Gods
relationship with him, and leading good lives, although this
is not certain.

@

‘“Whoever does not love does not know God, for Q

God is love.” (1 John 4:8 NRSV) COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

However, there are some Christians who feel that their
country should support only Christianity, and may be Pk
hostile to those of other faiths living there. Ex wus {'LAA is
the view that only one religion is richtar © o hersare
wrong. Some Christians are A fu< j_:sa/na believe that
only Christianify is =i,y o ~atitis the only way to be saved. Some exclus

An artist’s imp,

-~

g

only Christ ‘LE‘). U Wléﬁeaven. These Christians are likely to be less tolera Qg
- Education

“The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who d
condemned.” (Mark 16:16 NRSV)

=

3 https:/[www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/articles/religiont
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Benefits and Challenges for Christians Living in a Multifaith Society

Benefits for Christians living in a multifaith society include: -
e  Opportunities to share the love of Jesus with others.
e Opportunities to learn from other religions (to help with their own fait
e Opportunities to learn about other religions a:d L erstand them.

e  Opportunities to build better relationshir (vi/) *+ lose of other religion
e Support from other religior;cf 4 ﬁi/'n,u«{SSUeS (e.g. many religions sha

abortion and war). =2y ="
. Oppos : }‘,:.rgeTi/se (some feel this is important, others woul¢

to oth liefs).
&6

Challenges for Christians living in a multifaith society include:

e Christians may find it hard to strike a balance between sharing their be
beliefs of others.

e In countries such as the UK, Christianity plays a large part in the culture
been challenged to make British culture more inclusive for those of ot

e Christians may have to tolerate views and practices which they do not

Quick Questions

32. Outline three examples of religious freedom.

33. Outline three benefits for Christians living in 4+ 'zthj)ith society.
O e

&
N
by
el

34. Explain two reasons why Ck=can \’%/r.ay’support religious freedom. Re W/
wisdom and authozits) = v~

>
]
7

\Q > S “y
09’0(‘ -
>
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Prejudice and Discrimination

Sometimes within, and towards, religion there is prejudice and discriminat
certain groups of people are worth less than others, and may treat them we
religious people have been on the receiving end of such prejudice and dist
other factors which can result in prejudice and discrimin<tion, including ger
disability. In UK law, unfair discrimination is illecy; f','/e>;)mple, as shown
much workplace legislation (aIthough:}n « ce 2.0 laws against prejudic
someone’s own internal thouq" il *‘/erin’gs — however, someone canno
oA A A

Yo
Keyword 09 3
% discn on - treating someone differently or unfairly because of prejud

7

% gentile — non-Jew

7

% prejudice — a biased belief about someone or a group of people

Christian Teachings and Responses to Prejudice and Discrimin
Christianity teaches against prejudice and discrimination. Many Christiar
and discrimination are the same as those which teach in favour of equality
people well, including those who would have been outcasts in his society d
or gender — Jesus touches a man and heals his leprosy, which would have b
(Mark 1); he heals the servant of a centurion (who would not have been a J¢
daughter of a gentile woman (Mark 7).

=

These acts, along with others, show that Jesus Hld,f e | that people frorr
had less worth, and he did not treat thers vnf i irys “Ae also discouraged ne
teaching; for example, in the stf‘”. 9 ’f\f/ sood Samaritan, where the hero ¢
would have been seen -3 '/‘ lile.

o

e~

9 S~
After Jesus*ec‘tlon he tells his disciples to go to all nations with the g
salvation an®hristian love do not have limits.

{ ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...” (Matthew |

Therefore, many Christians believe that prejudice and discrimination are

wrong because Jesus taught against them, and they mean that people are
being treated unequally. However, while all Christians believe that prejudic
is wrong, some believe that some acts of discrimination (in the sense of
treating people differently) are justified; for example, not allowing women t
become priests (e.g. in the Catholic and Orthodox;h e es), or disagreeing
with homosexual marriage (e.g. the Catholiz (AU = and many evangelical
Protestants). They would argue th= dc . . Sferent treatment is not unfair,
because itis in line with FA\ =, 'v[, JAany other Christians would argue that

such discrimizafion - u». o, aS it goes against biblical teaching for equality

and again! 7199 ANy others.

+

wz

\

‘Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Let me take the speck
out of your eye,” while the log is in your own eye?’ (Matthew 7:4 NRSV
[Jesus on not judging others, when you are not perfect yourself]
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Christian Responses to the Problems Caused by Prejudice and {
Prejudice and discrimination can divide societies and disadvantage indivit
pain, and Christians would feel that if someone is prejudiced they are not fu

Christians believe that they should show love to combat prejudice and dis¢
talk to those who hold prejudice in the hopes that thev.-iin make them seé
for prejudice, and that it only does harm. The: ./ (o/\ 4l wat they should re
are the ones who are being discrimin2sac < ya.. ,(

v

r //

PE o\
) “siwll love your neighbour as yourself.”” (Mark 12:
9 N
ButI

09_0(‘ ~
\ ’_ou that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hat

Christians may also work towards laws which protect people from discrimin
everyone equally in their own lives.

Christian Teachings against Prejudice, and Discrimination agai
Christianity is a religion which does not view any people less worthy of rece
love. Early in the history of Christianity, the first Christians were unsure if th
good news of Jesus to Jews, or if they should preach to people of other rel

.

M

One day when St Peter was praying, he received a vision in which God app
to eat food which was believed to be unclean within ’rh ewish religion. P
him not to see anything as unclean which he kzidim « @ crean. After Peter
received a message from a gentile, w" \ ‘teh/cb h/ear Peter preach. Pete¢
mean that all people of all relicion :WJ clean before God, and should be ¢
to the gentiles who h=“5 - *5fim, they received the Holy Spirit, confirm
salvation v, e
‘LL )

&dv

e

6]

‘The voice said to [Peter]| again, a second time, “What God has made ¢
profane.”... and [Peter] said to them, “You yourselves know that it i
associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should
unclean...” Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptiz
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”” (Acts 10:15, 28,

o

I
e

St Paul also preached that after Jesus had brought salvation it was unneces:

Christianity to fulfil the Jewish law, such as becoming circumcised. This was

necessary — there were no physical boundaries to receiving God's love.
,/’ L

‘Circumcision is nothing, and uncir« sic.e1s nothing; but obeying the
o PR AN mg ”(1 Corinthians 7:19 NRSV)
-G 4,‘ 55

« ) !
This is relnm balatlans 2:1-10, where Paul tells of how he feels that @
of Jesus, an®®Bw he feels that he has been called to preach to non-Jews (it
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“God shows no partiality[favouritism] ... they saw that I had been entru!
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel for the
worked through Peter making him an apostle to the circumcised also work —
me to the Gentiles)”” (Galatians 2:6-8 NRSV)

w

Therefore, many Christians feel that prejudice 2n.~ .
discrimination against people of any rel:2 or, ?@/\,.dﬁ@, as they
believe that Jesus died for everiaie, ‘C\y $0d does not want

there to be prejudice o072~ 1 . izavon against others.
s
X Ly <
9 i)

On the oth H‘%« while inclusivist Christians are likely to want to work w

O

A
exclusivist #Mistians may feel that though Jesus died for everyone, only th

saved. This may lead them to be prejudiced against those of other religior
Christians truly know God and will go to heaven.

I

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyon
not perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16

=

Quick Questions

35. Outline three different types of discrimination.

36. Explain two reasons why Christians may oppose =+ idice and discrim

P )
oY A -
37. Explain two reasons why Christia s . sve'that prejudice and discrimi “11
religions is wrong. Refc. o’é. ;Jmé of wisdom and authority. ““Wi
\Q > ‘ S - i,
09’0(‘ >
=
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Racial Harmony

Racial harmony is where people of different ethnicities/races and nationalit
without conflict. While in some places, and for some individuals, this is the
often not reality.

Christian Teachings and Responses to P \ da;mony
As well as believing that equallty Is vesiol wAt, Christians also believe tt
harmony with others. As pecricc ., Jcés/ethnlotles are seen as equal (¢
negatively, Christians =4, .0 ~racial harmony.

4 -
\Q ,’/

T N
’Bleare the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God

Many Christians also support racial harmony because of Jesus’ emphasis or
disciples that they should love each other as he loved them. As Jesus exter
people, many of whom did not belong to the Jewish race, many Christians
Christians should show love to all, regardless of their skin colour or nationa

‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
love one another.” (John 13:34 NRSV)

However, there are some Christians who do n ¢t glv/,\/; -
that such teachings do promote raciz’aia - ony. “Some
might interpret John 13 34 t=inpl | hacesus’ disciples
(conce|vably of ona il ﬁx/arp)/hould show love to each
other, and "I lyom ﬁarmony with each other, but that
different ra oups do not need to live in harmony with
each other.

A clear example of where many Christians did not support
racial harmony was the Holocaust — where many Christians
participated in the genocide of many Jews. Today, there
are still many white supremacist Christians, notably many
living in the United States.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

The New Testament, where Jesus associates with gentiles
and sinners, does not seem to provide any evidence for _
racial segregation (separation in living and associzti~ . {owever, there ar

Testament which suggest that the Jewish 20 ﬂe/ =sutd not live with or ma
'

QG PO

/f B = H
> 19

‘“When thn Lora ¢ 40 brings you into the land that you are about tc

clears 2, B uaﬁons before you—the Hittites, the Girgashites, the A: 09
Perizzite gduc&'\ox 1v1tes, and the Jebusites... then you must utterly destroy th Education
them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for you
3 NRSV)
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However, it is clear in this passage (and in others) that God is against harmi¢
because they worship false gods, and he does not want the Jews to turn aw
suggest that Christians of different ethnicities should not mix or marry. Arg
should marry non-Christians is a different issue entirely.

‘... for that would turn away your children from fc*lowing me, to ser
(Deuteronom 4 NJ SV)
- ad
5=
In addition to this, the Old Te's+ AN ,fyconcerned with Jewish ritual puti
separate from other psoc & ’—fs 26d's chosen race. Christians no longer ol

so it could‘Ju i even if Jews are not supposed to support racial |
" oxo®

<

to Christiat

Situation Ethics
Situation ethics is likely to support racial harmony, as it is compassionate f¢
be kind to each other and see each other as equal. It is likely to support le
all races/ethnicities have the same opportunities. However, situation ethic
approach to any issues — although it is hard to see where conflict between
would ever be loving.

D i

How and Why Christians Have Worked for Racial Harmony
There are many examples of Christians who have worked for racial harmony
Christian who worked tirelessly to end the slave trade, as he saw black and
God. ;

gD

ok >
Martin Luther King Jr (1929-1968) WA \Umfhﬂ#ster who campaigned
white people in America, so *27a «ud Tive in harmony, until he was assa
included encouraginc: " /d‘,)ue/dlence and organising marches. He gave
his famou: (@it ., lieam’ speech.

w\)&{\oﬂ

o

Some of King's teaching on equality can be found in this speech — King bel
because they had all been made as equals by God. Much of King's teachin¢
religious faith, and he also references the American dream — the belief that
equal opportunities to do well if they work for it. King felt that this ought
true for black American citizens at the time he was campaigning.

King felt that people should not be judged on arbitrary (unimportant and i
skin colour, but by the type of people that they were. He wanted equality t
black people the same civil and social rights as white people, increasing the
(including in better jobs), and by the government spending a lot of money
less fortunate people of the country to get ahead =62 ! other things.
/ / )

Another example of Christian worI & fr/L ‘«~harmony occurred after the en
segregation — in South Af-= ~e) oration included racially segregated

-

housing and it i- ] 'esfrlctlng relationships between people who
were not c to pe the same race. This took place between the

middle and of the twentieth century, but abolishing apartheid in law
in the 1990s did not mean that black and white people automatically
became friends and forgot what had happened.
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The Christian Church, including members such as Archbishop
Desmond Tutu (1931 —, an Anglican), helped to reconcile white
people and black people after apartheid in South Africa. He
helped to run the Truth and Reconciliation Commission which
held hearings to hear from people on both sides of the divide.
The Commission wanted to discover the truth about 5
everything that had happened during apartheid i ¢ \:ho
had done wrong could ask for forgiveraw: 1n {,;ouré also
hear about the pain they had SR f/ie(.ommission
wanted to heal the rifts.5 :5 ,,ae’ople so they could begin
to treat eag \el =5 \ddls, rather than as inferiors or
oppressor had also protested peacefully for an end to

apartheid be re it occurred.)

—

Tutu did this work because he believes completely in the equality of huma
compassion and understanding between people. He believes that prejudic
should work to treat others as they would want to be treated.

‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is t
(Matthew 7:12 NRSV)

Benefits for Christians of Living in a Multi-ethnic Society

There are many benefits for Christians of living in a multi ethmc society, in¢

e Learning about different cultures. v
o This can enrich day-to-day life / :

o This can benefit Chrls’r ok r/ e.hTIStIanS can learn about differet

has been inter=; - : 5; /,oéople of different ethnicities and from di

ing ra’s ¢ uiinto their worship.
. ChaIIe hrlstlans not to be prejudiced, or to discriminate against ¢

Quick Quesﬁons

38. Outline three benefits for Christians of living in a multi-ethnic society.
39. Explain two ways in which Christians have worked for racial harmony.

40. Explain two reasons why Christians may work for racial harmony. Refer

wisdom and authority. COPYRIGHT
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Racial Discrimination

One kind of prejudice and discrimination is racial prejudice and discrim C—
that there are different races, and that certain races are superior/inferior tc ‘“‘“‘“‘“‘“‘“‘i“j‘;f’
differently based on their perceived race. Racism often means prejudice/dit Z

with a particular skin colour, but can refer to prejudice/d scrimination again
different to one’s own — for example, against soryeC . “o _the same skin co
country. Racism is often from a maJor'+‘/ o o1l K,ga%\st a minority group, b
group can still be racist agalns’r At ") ot'a majority group.
A A A

There has g \9 P 1y istory / of racism, which for centuries was legal, and
as the UK ¢ Coﬂon d black Africans, justifying this (in their opinion) with the
superior. Sorrﬁ)eople even tried to argue that black people were closer t¢
monkeys, than white people, though there was no scientific basis for this.
apartheid, or ‘'separateness’ between groups of people with different skin ¢
the twentieth century — campaigned against by those such as Archbishop [
the twentieth century, Martin Luther King Jr campaigned for equal rights f;

<

Christian Teachings and Responses to Racial Discrimination
Christianity did little to combat racism in the past, with the Church support
many Christians have campaigned against racism, and many modern-day €
all races equally — they believe that racial discrimination is wrong becausg
equality and love. Teachings for equality and racial harmony (see above) at
discrimination. !

2 6 v
o S /1_

o

i
‘There is no longer Jew or L ‘k/\ ‘cc€ is no longer slave or free... for
AP Jlurist Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28 NRSV)

o

B )

\ Lt <
1‘1?)9 A ““rou shall love your neighbour as yourself.”” (Matthew 22
(oo
g

There is no teaching within Christianity against people of any racial backgre
This implies that religious people should not treat people any differently or
feel that God accepts everyone.

Acts 17:22-28 teaches about Paul’s speech to the people of Athens, in
which he tells them that they no longer need to worship an ‘unknown’

god, but that they can have a relationship with God and know him. He COPYRIGHT
talks of how God created all people — implying that they are all equal, so PROTECTED
should not be discriminated against. He shows this lack of discrimination

by preaching to the non-Jewish Athenians. - {

.7 4
[ $B i D =
‘From one ancestor [or bz« ! qéfxﬁde'éll nations to inhabit the whole earth, i 9
o g B~
> Y Qg

e
(:d\)"oﬂo .
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How and Why Racial Discrimination Causes Problems in Society

Examples of racial discrimination which countries allowed, or insisted up&

past include:

e People of different colours were separated,
e.g. in restaurants.

e Black people were required to give up their

Import

Race is different to reli
characteristics which car
¢ lactive choice. Peop

seats for white people on the bus. =14 ) ) Facist against Muslims’
e You could choose to give ajob tr‘f: A important to remert
person over a black persore ) 7 : However, some peoplé
w ) WS controversial term); then
Racial discrizg@tic ) = = Jw |Wégal in the UK, and Jewish families who ar
racial preJL frOwned upon. Jewish. Similarly, UK law

However, raaal discrimination still takes place. People shout racist abuse
may sometimes be hard to prove if someone was denied a job on the basis
was similarly qualified, though in certain professions there is under-represe|
groups, especially in leadership positions. Many media outlets are also owt
meaning that their interests are conveyed in the press, which may mean eth
presented positively. Police officers and courts are sometimes accused of b
certain racial groups are more likely (in certain areas) to be stopped and se
minority racial groups appear to get harsher punishments. These types of
because they mean that people of certain ethnicities experience inequality.
being treated badly, or be unable to provide for their families if they canno

Ey i

=

O

Some people believe that racism stems from fear ,fr ﬁar of difference
who have grown up in a multicultural soiey v«é there are people of ¢
nationalities, there may be less fa: (/.,bmence However, there can stil
UK there are many peor!:: B h/\.e“negatlve views of immigrants, someti

|mm|grantr | r‘,mment resources and take jobs, disadvantaging

-

..4

discrimina! Aairist immigrants from other countries is viewed by some
discriminatig (c/uses problems in society, because where certain racial gr¢
they may cease to associate with those outside their racial group, furtherin
ethnic groups. This can mean that there is less trust in the future, and prej
continues, meaning that society becomes more divided and less cohesive.

ey A e

s
ot

Many religious people and non-religious people disagree with racism ==~
because they feel that people are equal and have equal rights. i
However, others may be racist for social or cultural reasons, such as a !
lack of education about different cultures, and fear. People may also !
generalise or stereotype — if they have had a bad experience with one !
person of a certain racial group, they may believe that thf;y would !
have similar experiences with all people of the <ar B SO D. !
>
Ethical Arguments Related telQckl dlscrlmlnatlon Extension
Many people argue the k' 2 «1 zshould be treated equally, and it is, there

sure that ns . . w.atinated against negatively on racial grounds.

L.

>

09
Argument NS quallty
The philosopher John Rawls’ Veil of Ignorance concept — where people wot
world without knowing who they would be, or whether they would be black
country they live, or an immigrant — is useful. Rawls argues that, from a pos
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would choose rules which would benefit all groups, and would not allow ra
they would not want to be on the receiving end — they would want equal tr

Teaching from Galatians 3 (see above) backs up this point — if people are s
surely they should not be treated unequally by people.

@

Argument from Justice A
People also argue against racial discriminatio’; b« "/uje they believe that t
discriminate — there is no reason w/ SL i s one from a particular racial gro
worse at something than sz« 6r/‘/ - 56, or be potentially more or less dan
discriminationgs unit . Uiwair.
Argument practicality
Another argument against racial discrimination is
that discrimination undermines society. If
particular groups feel that they are being
targeted by discrimination, this may make them
feel anger against those targeting them; for
instance, a black community feeling as if white
police are stopping and searching them unfairly.
This could influence members of a community
who are being discriminated against to retaliate
against those who discriminate against them.
This would end up reinforcing prejudice, and
lead to greater distrust, and possibly antisocial
behaviour. Therefore, this would imply that if
people want to live in a stable society x> they”
should not discriminate, berzy: &1 vl lead to
problems. A'd "l
\Q Sy
Summary 11 i
So people should not discriminate on the grounds of race because:
e People would not like to be discriminated against themselves — they wt
equally
e There is no reason to discriminate — people of different races are not b
not just
e Racism just makes problems worse — if people are discriminated again
respond negatively against the people they believe are discriminating

L6} £

&)
s~

Treating people differently
fountains, may not

o

Positive Discrimination — Extension
So far discrimination has generally been treated as negative discriminatior
terms. However, some people believe that to help togl ‘e problems cause
positive discrimination is needed. Not al! pr op /gfee

The idea of positive dlscrlmma+ AR .“ reat groups of people, such as racl
disadvantaged by discri - e - «f déh‘er than groups which have not been d

dlscrlmlna‘ 5

o9 -

For exampl\'untry might see that a particular group has a lower percer
than other groups. This might be because families in this group have tradit
lower levels of education because they would have been discriminated agai
which would require a higher level of education. The government may wisk
from these groups to go to university, and hopefully to gain more qualified

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 62 of 89

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Q9

Education




society where groups, such as racial groups, do not dictate wealth or socia
equal chances and expectations.

This is where positive discrimination comes in — to encourage certain groug
government may make universities keep a certain number of places just fo
might also tell the universities to offer places to people from this group wh
than the university would normally ask for. In some 5 , they might give |
people from such a group. The US has a histc iy t ‘(;f/i‘.f'métive action, e.g. re

places for black students, though thicis < o ‘roversial.
r s

= 5

/

; 7
Positive discriminat v ) a 2o be used in the workplace —

Positi
companie: 1L°  3ide to give a certain number of jobs to b

annec
certain grOng black people, or women, in sectors where

-

h | f such king. They might | oyt
there is a low pe‘rcentage of such groups working. They might and ol
also choose to hire a member of a certain group over any other under

candidates if they are suitable.

Some people feel that positive discrimination is a good thing. In some areé
groups, such as racial groups, have much higher rates of low income, low &
unemployment, compared to other groups. People may feel that people f
the same opportunities, and so they should be given a helping hand, so the
as anyone else.

-

However, others disagree with positive discrimination, or disagree with it if
they feel that it is overused. Some may feel that positive discrimination is f
discrimination is illegal, anyone should be able to ar /;\ 'a good level of &
They could argue that if positive discriminaticir1s n/urce then people froft
they have only got university places /r/ < jjoo/s because of positive disc

g

their confidence or self-esteca 7 0
o 0 T, b

People ma dis ,athh positive discrimination because they feel th
groups wh! d ot seen to be negatively discriminated against. They may
higher grades ses out on a university place to someone with lower grades
because of positive discrimination), then the person who loses out is being
The same goes if a candidate is better qualified for a job, but loses out bec:
racial group. Some people see this discrimination as just as bad as any othe
is still treating people unequally.

-

o

Christianity emphasises justice, and so this could be used to argue for or ac
depending on whether it is seen as just or unjust.

[ ‘Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue...” (Deuteronomy
Na\¢
Quick Questions O
= g

. S Y gy 2 . .
41. Outline three examplas f’aﬁj Jdiscrimination.
- Ly .

i

w-. s = T . .
42. Explai. 1@9 (e 50ns why racial discrimination causes problems in socie
V;dow‘-‘cnx
43. Explain two reasons why Christians may oppose racial discrimination.
of wisdom and authority.
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Social Justice

Social justice is the idea that everyone deserves equal legal rights and opp
different genders and ethnicities, for instance, should all be equally proteci
options, and wealth should be distributed fairly.

./,' ¢

Keywords: // >
< welfare — practical or financial si:coca mame{ sure all people have a basi¢
g 4 -

ay &) &
4 -
Christiarg 0 ch . » aoout and Attitudes to Social Justice
Many Chris ave campaigned for social justice, because they Je
believe that Jesus loves all people and views them equally. This has

inspired Christians to work for equality, such as the abolition of the
slave trade.

As well as treating people well, Jesus also promoted helping the g
poor. Because of him, the tax collector Zacchaeus promised to pay
back those he had cheated. Many Bible verses support helping
others, and many Christians believe that they should pay people fair
wages, and give money to help those in need.

*... if you offer your food to the hungry and satisty; the needs of the
shall rise in the darkness and your ¢losit. & i ke the noonday.’
C Sty
= A
‘Speak out for those wV NEG /vpe’ak for the rights of all the desf
righteousy, - > a Alte rlghts of the poor and needy.” (Prove

-

9 b

oS o o
The parabe sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-47) promotes sociz
helping others. Jesus teaches that those who feed, water, and give clothes:
who welcome strangers, care for the sick and visit prisoners will inherit the
This shows that Christianity teaches that wealth should be redistributed to f
indicates that Christians should not see certain groups as undesirable — the
those who have less, who need support, who are ill, and even those who ha
suggests that Christians should support the part of social justice about equi
opportunities as well as redistribution of wealth. Not only does the parable
rewarded, it also teaches that this is important, and that people will be puni
Jesus says that those who do not do these things will be condemned.

i

,/: l
*And the king will answer them, “Tr11'y fe‘ Ju’ just as you did it to
are members ¢ ¢ r 1 L iry, you did it to me.”” (Matthew

g

i
e
T

&

However, .”hrstlans promote social justice, and Christianity has not
justice. In P& Gus centuries the Catholic Church spent much money on ch

priests, bishops and Pope, when this money could have been spent on the
supported the slave trade, as the Bible does not forbid slavery.

o

-
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In modern times, some Christians have felt that God helps those
that help themselves, and conservative thinkers have often felt that
the rich deserve the reward of wealth, which they believe to be
earned, while thinking the poor should be given minimal welfare,
as they believe they should work harder. They do not necessarily
believe that Christians need to work for social justice in t- frms of
greater equality of wealth. g -

o '/ ]

— ,"; . i
‘A slack hand causases Ger. s ,,»but the hand of the
diligent.1a w \ lcn/ (Proverbs 10:4 NRSV)

9 D

s

&du‘lo{\o“

Christian Teachings and Responses to Distribution of Wealth ar
Wealth has never been distributed evenly in modern societies where there
ownership and possession. Even communist societies (where property is st
community rather than individuals) have been condemned as failing by ma
the UK, there are people who have more, and those who have less.

—

Some might argue that there is now less divide between the rich and poor
protecting the most vulnerable, and the ability for those born into poverty
themselves rich. For example, Lord Alan Sugar had humble beginnings in i

However, it can also be argued that the divide between rich and poor is jus
than in the past. In the UK, there are still people who.z:< ’homeless, and hé
children and adults live in poverty. There are 7. fg/ people who are bi
are millionaires. Such divides in weal*’.z * ® a.=afound the world.

Wt \\ 4
However, distribution.d “c ¢ ~=warity has changed a lot within UK society (&
the world) gff3lhe 1 whave equal legal rights with men, which they did i
twentieth ¢ wfc?@"“ . The rights of people of non-white ethnicities have also i
second half om:e twentieth century, and in theory people of all ethnicities
Homosexuals have very recently been given equal legal rights with heterost
groups, such as transgender people and disabled people, who face greatet
in the workplace than in previous centuries. In many countries this change
though it varies by country.

As seen above, different Christians have different ideas about the distributi¢

support welfare, and helping the poor. Some conservative Christians do n¢

entitled to what they have not earned. This can be seen in debates surroup:

where many Christian politicians do not believe that healthcare is a right, ar

have to pay for it — despite the teaching in the parak' o 'the sheep and the
7 &

J

r 5
Some Christians will feel that distrihu BN w;mth Is fairer now than it has

opportunities to progress ar:! mf) ¢ 1e"dne’s economic status. However, s¢

» B
gone far enouah. p0 s

° e
Christians v @cc?‘““ have different responses to the change in distribution of
and some traditional (e.g. Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican) Christians will supp
opportunities. Most of these will support equal opportunities for those of ¢
support greater opportunities for women, and the more liberal will support

homosexuals.
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However, not all Christians feel that a greater distribution of opportunity is
Some right-wing conservative Christians — for example, in America — do not
have the right to vote, and disagree with them being given equal opportun
of the Dutch Reformed Church (a church in South Africa which supported &
felt that members of certain non-white ethnicities should not be given equ
Many Christians do not believe that homosexuals should be
entitled to all the same rights and freedoms as hrie seraals, o0 :
such as the right to marry. This is especi:!l 't "/olévangellcal

o

I

I

: Us
Protestants and the Catholic Cl“ S r}ifr|§t|ans feel that there ! som:
is biblical teaching whic's = x «1\. +4 that certain groups are not L ety

equal, the\l ; ,,zmls over social justice. R
How the C ra( h Works for Social Justice
The Salvation Army is one Christian church which does a lot for social justice

various means, such as charity shops and musical street performances. They
poverty by providing for them, and also provide personal support to others

fmened

victims of human trafficking or domestic abuse, so that they can have the sar
life as others.
SRR
Many churches hold collections for charities to support those in 1
need. Many also have centres in the community. For example, : Hij
. . . . |
the Bristol Methodist Centre is run by the Methodist Church and | comrfi
R
|

provides services and facilities in Bristol; for example, hot food
and access to showers and laundry facilities. It provides 7dvice, L----- |
and activities. People of all faiths / no faith are Wi e Jo receive help an

/ -
Many church-run charities also el fr*/n Jof changes to the law to protect
leaders, such as the Pors . .xwirchbishop of Canterbury, have spoken ¢

Links to S‘) t:fhlcs

Situation euﬂéwould support social justice, as it is loving for
everyone to have the same opportunities and rights, and to have a

fair distribution of wealth. Situation ethics could be used to support
greater taxation of the rich, so that the money could be given to the
poor. It would also support equal rights for all groups, regardless of
whether Christians feel that they do (e.g. women, homosexuals), as
situation ethics is not bound by rules, and would not follow biblical
teachings which disadvantage certain groups, as this would be unloving.

John Rawls’ Veil of Ignorance argument (mentioned above in the section on k
favour of social justice, and could be used to see why <it:: ‘tion ethics would ¢
people did not know if they would belong to g7 55 {lc.rwere or were not
want a just society, one which was fair % zeyr,re ‘and gave them all oppor

o i i \ iy ~
Quick Questions A4
— Y
44. Outlin! 1},3\00 tnings which Jesus teaches Christians they should do in
of the S#8p and the goats.

45. Explain two ways in which the church works for social justice.

46. Explain two reasons why social justice is important to Christians. Refer
of wisdom and authority.
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Wealth and Poverty

Wealth usually refers to financial wealth — to money, or to possessions whic

Keywords: ‘
% virtue ethics — an ethical theory which teaches tha*. = d actions are those
positive character traits o "/ 3

f"

w

Christian Teachings " . .1 /m attltudes to Wealth

Some Chrigsf A m . \./mat t wealth is a good thing because having mong
what you v OV|de for your family, and not worry about being in need

Some Christians feel that they can use wealth as they want to
(within reason), because it is a reward from God. Some

branches of Christianity, such as charismatic Christianity, teach Consic
this; that wealth is a reward and blessing from God. Christians Afte
who believe this may feel justified in keeping their wealth if they Vi€ !

feel that God blesses those who follow him, and so it is not their
responsibility to redistribute wealth.

[ “The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy.

N
Some Christians feel that wealth is a bad tkin fd. f/not important — becau
as important as family, friends or hzamn 1.} | that money cannot buy happ
or at least an obsessmn W'+l = faj;;,, Mn/make someone unhappy, because

other things vaich.. te. g/that wealth is a distraction from God.
9 a

B

d\)‘a"{\o B
[ “And [Jesus] said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kind
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”” (Luke 1.

“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one an¢
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
NRSV)

<

‘Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who have weal
\ of God!”” (Luke 18:24 NRSV)

Many Christians believe that wealth should be used to ~«jp others. Jesus ta
for spiritual rather than worldly wealth. He er\’(“; a /d Lsing wealth to hel|
love and compassion for those in nee7..= « buaause it helped strengthen &
said that what people did for ce s« /ydld for him, and so some Christial

others as doing some*:n ¢ zedy for God.
1 ,/ e

O — 13

/

o9
ad°°°‘ ( what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you
heaven...” (Mark 10:21 NRSV)

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are me
did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40 NRSV)
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The parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25:31-47 (see above in fl
can be interpreted in different ways regarding wealth. It can be seen to pr¢
others — anything which Christians do for others, they do for God. In this v
implies that people should not build wealth — as when they have the ability
do so, and as there are always people to help, having more than they need
fully following Jesus’ teachings. However, the parable 2 pes not directly co
Christians, such as charismatic Christians, mich#ian; i < toat as long as they
visiting prisoners, etc. then they shou"J % DD eﬁ/Joy their wealth. The}
himself taught that those who 7o v « ,nrm 'and made sacrifices for his sak
material wealth —as vl U “uig rewarded in heaven.

- T
09_0(‘ -
‘Jesus s ruly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brotl
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good n¢
hundredfold now in this age —houses, brothers and sisters, mothers ar
persecutions —and in the age to come eternal life.”” (Mark 1

However, this teaching comes after Jesus’ encounter with the rich man, whe
should give all his wealth to the poor (see Mark 10:21 above). Some Christi
give up all possessions and wealth and follow God — some become
monks and nuns and focus their lives on God, not possessions.

Many Christians have a moderate view of wealth. They believe that
money is useful, and is necessary to a certain extent to h:jy food and
clothes and provide security. However, they may et he s too much
wealth is a bad thing because it is a dictr.- ‘o, *‘,A)n/their spiritual
life, and encourages them to bf 580 & r/

w € ; i

Christiarhmes about and Attitudes to Poverty

Some Chr|5ueel that those living in poverty have a responsibility to hel
the difficulties which they face. They feel that some, or all, poor people cot
their condition.

Some feel that if poor people were to work harder, they would be better o
for this. This tends to be a more conservative Christian view.

[ ‘A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.’

On the other hand, many Christians feel that for many poor people, poverty

They feel that poor people should take opportunl+ N2 Th _*h are given to the

always have opportunities. )
g
Most Christians feel that the:.lave = | .wdst some responsibility to help thos

responsibilities may tat & '{‘1 ~iiclude:

o Notdnc e environment
¢ Not ex) %d°°° g others, or society (rich people may be able to disobey tf

pay fines or bribe officials)

e Aduty to tackle poverty
e A duty to tackle the causes of poverty
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One way in which ordinary Christians try to tackle poverty is by giving to ch
to love their neighbours, and his life shows how much he helped others; ck
practical application of loving others. Therefore, for Christians who give ch
teachings and example.

=

‘Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not ref1 se anyone who wa
(Matthe:=7: 21 RSV)

—

. o s .
Tackling the causes of poverty SR “Ii_t2 (among other things):

e Providing educatic. =) :‘;.;,p’ebeIe can take care of themselves and

get gq bsRie ™
. Payinrs/é fair wage so they do not need to rely on benefits
e Helping poor people to find jobs and start businesses so that they
can support themselves

e Investing in less economically developed countries so that they can
provide for themselves in the future, including investment in healthca

e Negotiating peace deals and supporting those who have been displace
e Providing rehabilitation programmes so that people cease to be reliant

e Campaigning for fairer and kinder laws, which can help those who are
compassionate policy on benefits.

If the causes of poverty are tackled, this should help to reduce poverty in t
just giving people money, which will eventually run out, meaning they neet

The Bible is very clear in its teaching about heIn»r‘, \ /S&Jn poverty, and, t
these. It teaches that someone cannot s=/¢h. b/Iove God if they do no
that Christians should always g'( SR w/lf 10 those in need; and that those
going against God. w6 '3/ ik

=

/ ’L‘f g 45°
o9 il
ey — . .
’Hood’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods ar

in need and yet refuses help?’ (1 John 3:17 NRS!

‘If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in

the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted ©
needy neighbour. You should rather open your hand, willingly lending

whatever it may be.” (Deuteronomy 15:7-8 NRS

‘Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, but those who are kind

K (Proverbs 14:31 NRSV)

Links to Virtue Ethics N\

Virtue ethics is an ethical theory Whi;"\ s G',fsdoad actions to be thos
virtuously, and to build good Clis ©.J/ vy practising positive character tré
with the Greek phlIOSﬂ 2] ,,/;4 Jtle (as well as many more modern philose
good acticgs#@ow = « . .erson to flourish. Virtue ethics can be seen to be ¢
as much a¢ 3}:‘32{@2 argued that both promote people acting according t@

being truthtlr and helping others. However, it can also be argued that virtu
actions for the sake of an individual becoming a good person, rather than £
others. The parable of the sheep and the goats shows that Christians will b
have genuinely helped others, not because they are perfect people.
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Regarding wealth and poverty, giving to the poor would be seen to be a vit
demonstrates the virtue of charity, rather than the vice of greed - and so th
virtue ethics. It could also be seen to be in line with other virtues such as jt
teaches that those in poverty should be treated justly. However, virtue ethii
all one’s money to the poor, because it could be argued that this goes agall
temperance — it would not be sensible to give away all 27e’s money so that
and neither is it considered virtuous to do anythirg “exess, and this coult
Therefore, it is likely to suggest many frjf 8 sl u{urses of action in resp
Christianity, but it would not gooct . > /,esus’ teachings in suggesting pet

L3
i ) o

‘... lear ‘LL D ¢ LD, seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orph
@ (Isaiah 1:17 NRSV)

Christian Responses to Poverty, including Absolute and Relativ
Relative poverty is poverty compared to something else. For
example, many people in the UK are poor, but most (or all) of
them are relatively poor. They cannot afford expenses such as
driving a car, going on holiday, or eating in restaurants. Some
may not be able to buy their children school uniform or put
the heating on for long enough. Many people will argue that
in a country such as the UK, such levels of poverty are
unacceptable as they do not represent a decent standard of
living. However, the welfare system in the UK means th:t ‘
most people have somewhere to live, food to m’r el thes A box e
to wear, so compared to many people ar- ¢ +';z world they
do have a better standard of I|\' SRR & (';/. -or homeless people, there are m
and clothes. o )

o

|

However, ! que I|ve in absolute poverty (many people in other cou
people in ti w . This is usually seen to be when someone lives on the vé

survive on. It is sometimes described as living on less than a pound a day.

Note: Sometimes people will do challenges for charity where they try to liv
This is a good eye-opener and fundraiser, but remember: there are many fa
People may try to consume food for the day which costs less than a pound
However, they are still living somewhere, which almost certainly costs them
one pound a day, and they are also likely to be using facilities such as wate
education, transport, a mobile phone, and other things which may not cost
do cost a lot of money.

€

Christians may feel that there are various causes of poverty — some may feg
people being lazy and not bettering themselves Z:* /s will feel that pover
governments not helping their people SEniac w/pdf\g born into poverty
their circumstances, lack OfJOb“ R "r) ~, and/or other causes which are r
in poverty. y ',» // s/ ”

For poor |:|\/ i$5) in countries such as the UK, some Christians feel tha
e look hXe#®Tor work

—_

e get a higher standard of education
e work longer hours / more days
e spend their money more carefully
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For poor people in countries which are worse off — for example, due to fam
poor people should do similar things, though they may acknowledge that
education, or a good job, in such circumstances.

However, other Christians recognise that there is not always much someori¢
out of poverty.

W
For example, many poor people: - /ﬂ/ >

o

e may be unable to get aJob e ’il\/l _pay them enough, if there are n

()

e may have lostall thu, ) :5 “hatural disasters, or due to war

e may s; (0.1 In. 1idalth if they have no access to clean water
e may bm aIIy ill, or addicted to drugs, and unable to get work beca

Most Christians feel that the existence of poverty is awful, and want to work
campaigns such as Make Poverty History have (had) this goal. They will fee
much worse than relative poverty, and this is why many Christian charities ¥
developed countries, helping those who are in extreme need. However, mc¢
that relative poverty also causes suffering, and so many Christians split thel
absolute poverty, but also those in relative poverty. Often they may wish t¢
poverty in the local community; for example, by donating food to local foot
struggling to pay their bills and afford food.

Many Christians also recognise that there are issues related to giving mong
through charities.

e Some people argue that giving money is 7| faj fé)rc-term solution —
poverty. i 4

]

— Therefore, many r}*'; fes r/ to’use money given to them to make
help neopla . ' VL,p0\7/erty behind them so they do not need ché

. Some? c,,gue fhat if you give money to the poor then people da
work tI\G##®ay out of poverty, as they are being provided for.

7

— Many people would argue that no one wants to live in poverty, an
helping people out of poverty permanently, as well as helping the

e Some people also argue that money should not be given to charities, a
money, such as on paying the heads of charities large salaries.

— However, others may argue that people should still give money, as
poor is better than no money.

Below are three issues which are connected to poverty, and the causes of p
responses.

Fair Pay PR O

Not everyone is given a fair wage for ’rhc v ”,eyﬂo This can lead to p@

afford to pay for the things Wh" Al reeq; and this can also lead to debt

to provide for themseh- .« ; «r wAr famllles The Bible suggests that peop
)

\Q >
[— R
“You s##®ot w1thh01d the wages of poor and needy labourers...” (D¢

~
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ab]

In the UK there is often debate about what the minimum wage should be,
such as the Anglican Church, and academic organisations such as universiti
that the minimum wage is not enough. They suggest raising the minimum
have enough money to live on.

-

However, there are problems with raising the minimum v.age:

e Assoon as everyone is paid more, companie:sa? “individuals will raise
food and housing, to take advantm\ ¥ t! f’,/au./that people have more
everyone will have more Ay “/f.eywﬂl be worth less, as the same
able to buy less. W5 «r 4% become more expensive, and money be
called g RO1 ey mflatlon it is possible that raising the minimum
peoplt Coﬂon poverty

e Some smaII companies may be unable to pay higher wages if they are
overall. This could lead to businesses closing, or reducing staff, leadin
which will mean some people (those who lose their jobs) may be worse

e

e Companies may pay people a higher basic wage, but then remove othe
of holiday pay, or a higher rate of pay at unsociable times. This may m
off overall.

However, in many countries there is no minimum wage, and employers

are free to pay as little as they like. Many people wish to improve pay

for these people, so that they can have a better life. However, this is

difficult.

e  People in Western countries could refuse to buy r:;: ice from, or
do business with, companies who do not ray (U _wage to their
workers e 4

— But this couIdJus’r ce 0 e Yot né’companles stop employing
thesenecr!~ ’t’héy will be worse off with no source of income.
i

- If= iw Western countries want everyone abroad to be paid a
@“ in the UK, e.g. food and clothing will be more expensivé.
more, and some people cannot afford to.

However, many Christians (and others) are supporting Fairtrade, an organis:
workers are paid a fair wage. People can choose to pay more for items whi
knowing that this money is going to support those who need it.

Excessive [nterest on Loans
Another way that the poor are exploited is by charging them excessive inte
out. This means that not only must they pay back a debt, which they may r
they must pay back much more. This often means that » »or people and p@
out of a cycle of debt. ‘4 )

/ A
Many people believe that thls | Y uf ppeaally when richer
countries Iend money._fuy - x r# ,ountrles They believe that
these courg WS charge interest, and many people
believe the) COU Y1d cancel the debt. Campaigns, such as Make
Poverty HIStUTy have tried to make governments cancel debt
which poorer countries owe.

ize Biimbad

in wi
with
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—

Many people also disagree with payday loan companies who operate in co
lend people money until payday, but charge such high rates of interest that
levels of debt.

The Bible teaches not to charge interest to poor people, and also teaches tt
every seven years. This may reflect the likelihood that if eople cannot pa

period, they may never be able to. It allows evan@ - d 1 2sh start.
/ -~

{"‘
f ‘If you lend monev uC A\ n cpne/ to the poor among you, you shal
Geale chshall not exact interest from them.” (Exodus |

~

\Q e /

09_0(‘ =¥
‘Every Xg@#®th year you shall grant a remission of debts. And this is th
every creditor shall remit the claim that is held against a neighbour, ng

who is a member of the community, because the Lord’s remission
K (Deuteronomy 15:1-2 NRSV)

—~

People Trafficking

People trafficking is illegal and is a form of slavery: the
involuntary movement of people who are often slaves, used
for sex or labour. Most people feel that there is no
justification for exploiting people’s human rights in this way.
People trafficking differs from people smuggling, where
people are moved voluntarily, often because they de'_'} A

access to a foreign country. - (/ > 7

4 Photo of a st
Unfortunately, cr|m|nals car‘. = ke méf money out of whe
people trafficking, = a«charge a lot of money, for

example, f lL oI utlfutlon of those they traffic, without having to give th
money, or tmuch on looking after them.

Poor people are often more likely to be victims of people trafficking, as au
look for them, and they may go with traffickers voluntarily, believing they

=

The Bible teaches against kidnapping and enslaving people, whether to keg

“Whoever kidnaps a person, whether that person has been sold or i¢
shall be put to death.” (Exodus 21:16 NRSV) gROC;rYER(I:$EHDT
Quick Questions Ple A
ul’
47. Outline three causes of povery ©

# © .
/"i’f/ |9

48. Explain team W I /Jrrlstlans may view wealth. Refer to a source of
\Q

Q9

Education

autho! &

49. Explain two Christian attitudes to poverty. Refer to a source of wisdory
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Summary for Equality

e There are many human rights which the UK must protect by law. Chr
human rights because they believe that all people are valuable to Goa
support human rights in many cases, as protecting basic freedoms is Ik
thing to do. However, it will not support human rictts in a circumstant
loving (for others) to violate someone’s hll;v;' iy 'lht.;
— Some Christians feel that certz'* » rop“w/are not entitled to humar

-

terrorists. g i/ >

i

—  Some Chricti«, 7 &\ :'/Ieff that certain human rights of others confl
a @Mt ;.,ﬂb%afti}se their religion.
(et

e Equality involves treating people with the same dignity and respect. I
problems in society when people do not have the same opportunities
equality, because they believe that the Bible teaches that humans are s
(e.g. Galatians 3), and that it also teaches them to treat people with pra

all Christians feel everyone should be treated equally in practice; for e
Bible teaches that women should not have all of the same roles as mer

~

e There is sometimes seen to be a conflict between equality and religiou
all be treated the same, or should people sometimes be treated differg
Many Christians appreciate the benefits of living in a multifaith society
and learn from people of other faiths — however, others think that the
Christianity. |

— Sometimes the law has to decide wh (i (1/, 1arotect someone’s ri¢
to practise their religious h='¢ 7

=

The UK allows rel'ﬂ 2 €{a =Joﬁ but it has not always, and not al

Themare < 3 vr’ws about religious freedom, including abou
9 »
p .
& e

me people disagree with religious freedom — some Christiat
is correct, and people of other religions should not be able to
allowed to do certain things

!

!

% Many people agree with religious freedom — Christians may k
others as they would like to be treated.

e Most Christians disagree with prejudice and
discrimination — because of the problems they
cause and Christian teaching against them —
although some Christians are guilty of certain
types of prejudice/discrimination. Jesus taught
against discrimination by declaring the grroa D ) !
news to be for everyone. g
— Christianity teachpf,« ain. t lmej/udlce and

discriminatan 1 : (rdf rérlgton both St

P "?)q d A«aul taught that salvation was
oG Peveryone who accepted Jesus,
regardless of their previous religious
background.
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they have a right to
orientation; to practi
enslaved; to be treate

g
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e Racial harmony is where people of different ethnicities coexist without
support racial harmony because of biblical teachings about equality. £
support racial harmony as being a loving course of action. Christians &
Archbishop Desmond Tutu have worked for racial harmony, influence¢
Christians can benefit from living in a multi-ethnic society by learning
different cultures. -

W

p

¢ Racial discrimination means treahr 4, Te} ‘f,ane/badly because they a
group. Racial dISCI’ImInatIO“ 28 & ”/kgal but still continues, possibly
fear of insecurity, l=27) = .¥ation, or stereotyping. Christians genera

blb|lC?‘]h el F/)/eople are spiritually equal, and because of th
societ\ sy
o<

e Many Christians believe that they should work for social justice — the
equal opportunities and wealth should be distributed fairly. Churches
justice in many ways, e.g. through giving charity and providing suppo
Situation ethics is likely to support social justice as it is loving for ever
opportunities.

— Christians may agree with this because of biblical teachings to hel
parable of the sheep and the goats).

o

-

— Christians may disagree if they believe that certain people are not
take wealth from the rich who have earned it.

e There are different Christian attitudes to wealth. M~ st Christians feel tf
help others and that excessive wealth is b?"I PR

-

— Some feel that wealth is a acz = . /
Some feel that weP'; can Jt 3 us’ed as one chooses.

—_

o/ |

— Somggfee! . \3Im’|s a distraction from other important things
i
&d““’

S\ o 2 diat wealth should be used to help those in need.
>
e There are also different Christian attitudes to poverty. All Christians be
those in poverty.
— Some feel that poverty is the fault of the poor, who could improve
— Many feel that poverty is not the poor’s fault, but that those with
try to end poverty.
— Virtue ethics is likely to support helping the poor.

Now Try This...
50. 'All wealth above a certain threshold should be givar;to the poor.” Evali
statement. Na\dh |
5" &

=5

Argue for and against this stat:n ér _oumust include Christian teact
Christian points of vie:: £ 53/’. o conclusmn which follows from your &
- Ly

) -
\Q T
-
ot
(,‘d\)‘vo" 4

o
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Philosoprhy of Religion

Question

Answer / Mark S reme
Number {

. . PR
That he is compassionate. oY A
5

That he is powerfl' r 5
That he Jasn ﬁl*‘t,a {o{eeplng his promises.
Ta e e/, ,almful

LSOt any ‘relevant point gy & )
rk per point, maximum 3 Y Ad ——
¢  Christians believe th"‘ (‘0 - »aled himself to be compassional \

saved NoaP1 o 'her "\,nu/mamty, from the flood.

[
c@‘OOO

d

o aNctoly fwd save Noah and his family, but he made a cove

c. ,/to’ Wlpe out life on Earth with a flood.
& ristians believe that God revealed himself to be compassional
Jesus to teach people how to live and die for humanity’s sin.

¢  Christians believe that because of Jesus' sacrifice they are recon
and can have a relationship with him.

Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development mus

the point it is supporting and to the question 23/ 2d.

¢ New Testament revelation show:.% m /nsmat God is a Trinity,
God the Father reveal hin= fa lisus baptlsm and Transfigura
the Son is reveef' >k ijf/T.esh as the incarnation, and God the
received =) . :achis baptism.

—

—_

e~

NG ‘,zorment revelation shows Christians that God cares abat

3 ‘L\f Jews tells his disciples to preach to 2" " pi “ . including non-J&
“N showmg that God wants a rel:tic ‘TsF\ Aith everyone
1 mark per simple pomt Tk ) s developed point (maximum 4)
One developmer‘+ - het )ucredited twice. Each development must
the @~ *,L Gls ,apportlng and to the question asked.
09 /Io VIS/IFOh of the burning bush.
,.4he Transfiguration.
4 ¢ Saul's vision on the road to Damascus.
Accept any relevant example
1 mark per point, maximum 3
¢ Anon-religious person might argue that visions do not prove tf
God because they are hallucinations.
¢ If visions have a physical explanatlc»" st 1ey do not prove the
¢ Anon-religious person minit ¢ Qi+ at visions do not prove tk
God, because visiza 6;/, .1 <o confirm different religions. COPYRIGHT
: ¢ |Ifvisions 5 2\ njyme”reﬁgion, then visions would only provide PROTECTED

¢
Ci i inAs visions conflict with each other, they cannot be
13129' th existence of God because they apre. sc orove different (c@
(,_doco’ﬁ\ S J /1/, A o

Accept any reIevant reason, cy rele{ant development

1 mark per simple .= At . r,au/per developed point (maximum 4)
One deve'oni = {\,(mo/t be credited twice. Each development must

g

I\f in _1wstipporting and to the question asked. 09
ol Education
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

Number |
¢  Visions are important to Christians because they teach them Goc
example, many Christians are certain that God wants everyone t¢
good news about Jesus, and that they no longer have to follow tf
because of St Peter's vision of the animals on the sheet.

¢ 'What God has made clean, you must not ! profane.” (Acts 10}
¢  Visions are also important to Chrisik is ‘cause they believe the

6 for the existence of God' =7, beiﬁ.,.z(/e'%at if many people have
recorded in the o Ztcer the time of the Bible, then God m
1 mark per sicza ‘le,ﬁ..ﬂ ‘mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mar

M NC « jooarce of wisdom and authority.

1192{\0“ pvelopment cannot be credited twice. Each development must
F0int it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the refere
source of wisdom and authority.
¢ Moses parted the Red Sea by raising his staff.
¢  For Gideon, God made a fleece wet with dew while the ground re

and then made a fleece remain dry while the ground it was on bg
with dew.

7 . For Elijah, God sent down fire from heaven which burnt an offerit:
water.

¢  Several men survived being thrown into a fiery furnace in the bog
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
¢ Jesus calmed a storm.
¢ Jesus fed 5,000 people with a few loaves )\ fﬁsh.

8 ¢ Jesus healed an official’s son frorird qﬁ).«ce.’
Accept any relevant poiﬂf r D =
1 mark per pom’r A iy as™
Chriztiy . {n ,cspond to the non-religious argument that miracl¢

‘LL hy ,arexplanatlons and so do not prove the existence of God &

atJust because something has a physical explanation does not |

was not set in motion by God.

¢ They can argue that some things are truly too miraculous to be ¢t

and so they must be down to God — science cannot explain away
¢  Christians can respond to the non-religious argument that miracl
9 prove the existence of God because some are silly by claiming thé
miracles are not really miracles.

¢ They can say that just because some reported miracles are not re:

not mean that there are not genuine miracles.

Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must k
the point it is supporting and to the quagt o ke,
¢  Religious experiences pacs.t by Csotermporary.
¢  Religious experlr = ' f“",b(b’e fully described.
¢ Religictoe oo ”’ <és glve people knowledge.

10

—L-\f Rei 7, Aséxpenences are not controllable.
A . . . . -
Beeligious experiences involve a felt connection with the divine/Ge

+  Religious experiences often make people feel happy / at peace.

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

o

i e

—

)

Number |
¢ Religious experience could actually be a hallucination, possibly dt
hunger/thirst or drugs.
¢  They could be wish fulfilment, where someone convinces themse
had a religious experience because they want one, perhaps whe
1 ¢ People could lie about having religious e3¢ ences; for example
want attention. g3y ”/ 5 >
Accept any relevant point . 7
1 mark per point, ma ﬁ(tﬂ_’r. s’ :
¢ Relinici % pu “zrices may be considered revelation because God
1L9 ne ¢ 5 yef from God is sometimes revealed visually.
W oses saw the angel of the lord in a burning bush, revealing Go
¢ Religious experiences may be considered revelation because Go
communicate through them.
¢  Christians believe that God reveals his will, and also aspects of h
through religious experiences.
12 ¢  God told Moses what he wanted him to do — 'So come, | will sen
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” (Exodu
Accept any relevant reason, any relevant development, and any releva
wisdom and authority
1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mar
reference to a source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must
the point it is supporting and to the question asked as must the refer:
source of wisdom and authority.
¢ The Lord's Prayer is a prayer whi o \augﬁt his disciples to 3
¢ The 'Hail Mary'is a nocida | yer s/ald with a rosary.
13 ¢ Psalms, sur‘“ =, s, 4

si'; 23, are often used as prayers.

Acgadt nrﬁomt
7—‘@9 p‘./pomt maximum 3
//rayer is important to Christians because it allows them to praisé

¢  Prayeris important to Christians because it allows them to confes
God and ask for forgiveness.

14 ¢  Prayeris important to God because it allows them to spend time !
deepening their relationship with him.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
¢  Prayer which Christians feel has been answered may lead to / reir
God because they believe that answered prayer provides evidenct
existence.
¢  They may feel that answered prayer could onIy have been answerf
and so he must exist. 7
¢  Prayer which Christians feel has Fzet /ar/;..;ere"d may lead to / reif;
15 God if Christians feel th % ba>~dﬁ$§vered their prayer because
them. o\ s

¢ _Thewt L;/'\“Kt:ns’ﬁ';e;ed prayer as a sign that God is involved int
5 4 '/_;..;g’oﬁt for them.

&du:g\ 9. any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must &

the point it is supporting and to the question asked.
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Question Answer / Mark Scheme
Number
¢  Evolution explains the appearance of design.
¢ The analogy between the world and designed objects is weak.
16 ¢  The world does not seem well-designed as there is evil and suffer
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3 o
¢ The design argument might seer /st ff/uul 6ecause there are e
natural world which anricc: o na.\e/no sense if they were not de:
example, Isaaz? St wrﬁt/ed out that thumb prints were uniqu
seemeh L& “>Tiatural reason for them — other than that they ¥
)y e
1e deS|gn argument might seem successful because the world d

17 contain organised parts and have a function, as William Paley arg|
such as the weather, seem to work as though designed, and the
to be designed to allow life. This does make it seem similar to de
objects, and, therefore, implies it needs a designer: God.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must

the point it is supporting and to the question asked.

¢  The design argument shows Christians how powerful God is, as i
evidence of the universe appearing designed to suggest that Goc
and created it, which would take great power — for the scale of th
and to make the world a habitable place.

¢  'For what can be known about God is plain to them, because Go¢
to them. Ever since the creation of the war'~ his eternal power at
nature, invisible though they are, ‘;“,\ 24 :ﬁ understood and seef]
things he has made.’ (Rrr\m 2. ‘?/¢u“l<l RSV)

18 ¢+  Thedesignarauzer © - Jtrows that God is creative, because he
beautifi:'z - ) m AlTng world. In this sense, it also demonstratg
an’\ . r- s are similar, because humans are creative and design

ay'that Christians believe God designed the world.

,fcn‘]é per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mat
reference to a source of wisdom and authority.

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must &
the point it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the refere
source of wisdom and authority.

¢ There is an unmoved mover (God) who caused change to begin.
¢ Thereis a first cause (God) who started causes and effects.

19 ¢ There is a necessary being who makes sure that all contingent thi

Accept any relevant point

1 mark per point, maximum 3

¢ ltis possible that nothing needs a first cause and that causes and
back to infinity.
God being a first cause does ~ot &xh - ,/what caused God.

20 Physics suggests th=%:t 21/ v rse as we know it may end, but ma
energy will 2 fse/j, war- there is no evidence that the universé
disapr el %, ~quinas says it would without God.

- a ,fréle;ant point
edu“" Y per point, maximum 3
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Question Answer / Mark Scheme
Number |
¢  Christians may respond to the non-religious argument that the bi
first cause, and so cosmological arguments do not provide evider
existence of God (needed as a first cause), by claiming that God
caused the big bang.
¢  They may claim that there cannot be a phv<ical cause for the star
matter, and there would be no ph\/sv & s ) for conditions chal
cause the big bang. / ) ”
¢  Christians may rescss 1fo y =aon-religious argument that there
infinite ChP"‘ i rif{effects and of change, going back fa
21 just heine e /a;eTTects and change need causes now, this does nt
Vid ¢ ace Tor there being a God starting it, by claiming that God is
\an infinite chains of causes and effects and change.
They can claim that if there is not a spiritual unmoved mover and fi
not having a start of chains of causes and effects and change woult
laws of nature.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must
the point it is supporting and to the question asked. 5
¢  Praying, to learn to have a personal reIat:om’,}, “h Sod.
¢ Reading the Bible to learn about Ckiis ia "r\ w
29 ¢  Attending church to Iearr‘fﬁ F/,r ,tuamty and worship God.
¢  Following rules i ¢ 27en Commandments to act as God we
Accept ooV 20
1 mark \ "1t rraximum 3
+  Fea @ a Christian upbrmgmo SUg fe. ,dmg the Bible and
Christian festivals may lead *cia . el'* i God if such features inte
the Christian falth sl D
¢ [Ifchildren &) = ars ued in the Christian faith and enjoy activities
Wittt iy thfy may feel that belief in God is a positive thing, v
9 les w
atures of a Christian upbringing such as being baptised and tat
23 rules may lead to a belief in God, if children feel that this is what
them.
¢  They may find that it is natural to believe in God, because others
do, and teach them that it is a good thing.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each develc: | nent must
the point it is supporting and to the question ac'z«. ‘&
¢  Christians may give their chlldreh A gics "/upo/_lnglng in order
up with moral values. The::: fejl <hat Christianity provides a ¢
framework for teac'. s = c\il/'.en about right and wrong, especiall
believggin v ) i, tiariity teaches thems=i s,
. ’Tudr arin the right way, a:jan 'ﬁej.plo “they will not stray,
(PriEg¥ 22:6 NRSV) . e
. Chrlstlans mav ¢y 9 \..idren a religious upbringing because
24 them to. ', ") @ Jludionship with God. Not only do they want the|
‘ec i anc]/supported by God, but they also want them to be
1199 0 0 heaven.
R C per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1T maf|
reference to a source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must &
the point it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the refere
source of wisdom and authority.
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

and movement started

; : 3I‘T|.,._/ ¢
Aquinas argued s T 'jlfstJWay
¢ ltseeryidi 4y “w«t’here is a God because
iy Aeeded to cause existence to

Number |
You must fulfil the criteria for connections AND judgements to get top
each band. If you do not refer to non-religious arguments then you ¢a
more than 6 marks.

Connections Judgements

A few shallow links between little Paini gwell ted and
material relevant to question. Very C ; )L < d suppc;r”e ang
narrow understanding of re||c1|or and ,[:f piAion does not follow
philosophy/ethics. g J8® | om arguments.
Many shallow |I"‘ N (MQ\,Wmaterial Some attempt at supporting
relp"an+ tai '61/Narrow argument and evaluation,

9 Stc ) ‘nrg of religion and though conclusion does not
phy/ethlcs completely follow.
| Good reasoning and different Most points are well supporte
positions considered — many links with reasonable evaluation i
made. Partially answers question. leading to a conclusion wh}c'
Good understanding of religion and .
philosophy/ethics. 's somewhat supported.
Good critical reasoning and different .
positions considered — substantial A—” points are well supported
links made. Fully answers question. W|th'thorough evalugtlon, .

. . leading to a conclusion whic
Consistently good understanding of i« completelv subported
religion and philosophy/ethics. COMPIELEL sUpp )
Points and Justification for: Points and Justificat
¢ Change, such as the start of the universe, | ¢ Itis more likel

must be caused by something otherthan | ~ world was caus

25 the thing(s) which change(s) — God Wf""| bang and life d
be a good explanation for Whv c m‘f\ / > |7 through evolutl

It is possible thi
effects do go b
it cannot be p
otherwise.

o
71 )m‘e mto being — St Thomas Aquinas
argued this in his Second Way.

¢  Everything else has a cause and it would
be very unlikely that the laws of nature

Just needing a |
does not provi¢
for God, as this
explain what ¢a

were broken and causes and effects .
continue back forever with no first cause.

Physics does ¢
with the continl
¢ If God is spiritual and not material, this argument.
explains why God does not need a

physical first cause too.

¢  The first cause argument ties up with
Genesis 1 —with God being the first cause.

¢ ‘In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness coverer’ ff T
face of the deep, while a wirAro h f/‘,, " 4
swept over the faco ~iul 2y es. Then
God said, “1.27+ ’re 4 1 tgn%’L’ and there |9
wos fic 1A Seests 1:1-3 NRSV)

a ;/rélévant point or justification. 09
=0 Education
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Eaquality

Question

Answer / Mark Scheme
Number

People have a human right to life, so murder is prohibited.
They have a human right to not be a slava -0 people cannot t
freedom without good reason (e q 3 W L;ey commit a cr|m
> 3 7> cannot be torture .

-’/ -
afairtnallfacr e ,”/, @ Lo

26 They have a right to fair t-~ . -

They oy ‘ﬂ, / A 't|or/so everyone should receive -

.
.
.
.

/pt AN e VI 6o'r
11_ e oo < Caximum 3
g Q) :e/(_ﬁfrlstians do not support all human rights because they:

w“" against teaching in the Bible which prohibits certain actions.

some feel that homosexuals should not be entitled to the hu
and have a family, because they believe that the Bible teaches’

homosexuality is wrong.

"-Oo

\°

. Some Christians do not fully support all human rights because
27 there are some actions which mean someone forfeits certain
example, many conservative American Christians do not fully s
right to life, because they believe that the state should be ab :
death penalty for severe crimes.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development mug
the point it is supporting and to the question ask~d.
. Christians may support human riak~ 5~ a 5e many human r
specific commands in the. C'd <7 /// or example, murd
people to sell intcaiar 1y f2 5 71 ) ar.d there are also t
actlng IL"‘" i/ irta t 5 w/ v wiAalrly.
e g 4r /,nx’r/ ¢ {éxodus 20:13 NRSV)

st
'Y BOWE 5 N /urS'fOI‘tJUStICE you must not show partiality; anc
Eau@ W i otibes, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subvé
those who are in the right. Justice, and only justice, you shall

o

28 (Deuteronomy 16:19-20 NRSV)

. Christians may also support human rights because situation et!
to support human rights — in many cases, even if not in all ca
that Christians should act with love, and many Christians beli
people fair and equal rights is treating them with love.

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1

to a source of wisdom and authority.

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development mug

the point it is supporting and to the question asked as must the re

of wisdom and authority.

. Poverty can cause inequality bef“' N Wlth less canno
standard of living as thos« v itf “" / g »f

. D|sab|I|ty can ¢ (f iy, i 5(. “,c,ne is not physically a
thinas.~ e -\ /// r Yt

29 AN X ) = i'ses requ/ahty, as men and women physically
<9 g \od js,md cuIturaIIy many women are treated as inferio

td co‘\ 9 \/,_) r

duc any relevant point
T mark per point, maximum 3
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme
Number

Ak

¢ One possible solution for inequality is redistribution of w e

é,, 4

taken from the rich and given to the poor, then this woul¢
had previously had less would have more opportunities,
previously had more would have less of 2 infair advante

&

B

¢ Another possible solution for ir. a? !/s taving stronge
30 people equal treatmer=®. " n, .dn'if people are prejudic
will be more |r A ﬁ/eat f:'o Pl uaIIy so they do not

F
thela,'L/ / oY A

/”'— i i .
kL eiple naidt \rks ﬁér developed point (maximu
1’199 1e\fe1c adent e mo‘f be credited twice. Each developme
° hid /up/pomng and to the question asked.
. \) wua’ny Christians support equality because the Bible teach
aa spiritually equal. When the Bible says that both men anc
‘ in the image of God, and that all people have equality in
Christians to see their fellows as equal.

Tin e e

~

¢ 'So God created humankind in his image, in the image of
male and female he created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)
¢ .. forin Christ Jesus you are all children of God through fa

were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Chii
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no |0
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to
Abraham'’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.’ (Galg
31 . Many Christians also support equality bez=se Jesus taug
treat each other with love. Manv Cinit dn:_believe that fr
unequally, e.g. treatina wari er. ﬁr/.u.nosexuals as inferid
lovingly, and bn" X 43 /Cedtinc. ple equally is part ¢
. ‘You c"‘ ) ,A really aifl ﬂ*/ ~oyal law according to t

e
1} T ] neﬁh A yours’elf But if you show partialit %%W‘“‘“‘%
A a.e’co*‘v 2 x | 4 Taw as transgressors.” (James 2:8-9 I

I\E i S Ebrce of wisdom and authority
. 2S00 One development cannot be credited twice. Each development
> | the point it is supporting and to the question asked, as must th
of wisdom and authority.
. One example of religious freedom is being allowed to hc
choose, and being able to express them freely.

. One example of religious freedom is being able to practis

~

32 able to worship freely ancal in public. o COPYRIGHT
. Another example of religious freedom is being able to we
clothing, for example a cross necklace or a hijab. PROTECTED
Accept any relevant point -
1 mark per point, maximum 3 y_] /_ e D

L2

. One benefit for Christi"“. Dngida mult|fa|th society is &
about other re’ s 9 f/tnat [ the 2y | 'understand them.

Y e 7 .
. Anothtay =4 d‘. < that p r'sr/\; SAES from other religions ¢ |9
33 1\@9 S 43 wzirenr Sl rr.{‘ 4 on turther and deepen their faith. Qg
wcoaa et Se;\ i¢1s that Christians have opportunities to eV

-

C '\ I‘ nﬂths
’L‘Eg L2pt any relevant point
@u&" mark per point, maximum 3
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme
Number

¢ Christians may support religious freedom because they feel that F—

é,, 4

others to choose which religion to follow (or choose to follow na
taught his followers to love others, and also taught them to treat
want to be treated — if Christians want to k- 2 religious freedom
then, following this teaching, the‘f’ ot ;éillwv others religious fr

¢ ’Ineverything do to othar = yc.idould have them do to you.:
NRSV, theGolr’ LS

¢ Christizu 2 j/ 50s support religious freedom because they beli
hiyv - concreated with free will, and if they could not choose a

11 M:-om themselves, this would be a restriction on their free will. T
Church believes that it is important for someone to have religio
34 them to keep their dignity.

¢ .. Every human person, created in the image of God, has the n
recognized as a free and responsible being... The right to the ex
especially in moral and religious matters, is an inalienable requi
dignity of the human person. This right must be recognized ari
civil authority within the limits of the common good and public
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 1738)

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mgé

to a source of wisdom and authority

One development cannot be credited twice. Each devziay :ﬁent must

the point it is supporting and to the question z: ¥ /f/ 3/1usT the refe

of wisdom and authority Voo W 7/

¢ Gender discrimination i5 @sC. 1 1. % 2> . )e grounds of some
often women exu ,A ’ﬂ, fint ﬁc" i =

. Raﬁri A A d'/( 1m|nation on the grounds of ethnic
peie™ X\ (ll’/tv ethnicities may be more likely to be searck

~ 4

35 Ir B ik
7
Dl_,gﬂmlnatlon can be on the basis of sexuality — for example, m
w

/not allow homosexuals to marry.

s o
(¢}
%.«%

~

&

=S m

Accept any relevant point

1 mark per point, maximum 3

¢  Christians may oppose prejudice and discrimination because of bi
about equality. The Bible teaches that all humans were made in €
love everyone, and having prejudice or discriminating goes agair

¢  Christians may oppose prejudice and discrimination because Jes
36 disciples to spread the good news to everyone, showing that ng
discriminated against, and St Peter also had a vision conveying t COPYRIGHT
that everyone was ‘clean’ to God.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point %+ imum 4) PROTECTED
One development cannot be credited twice. E= '} fey : )pment must
L . , ! J
the point it is supporting and to the -, ~ \ 22
B "
ig
Q9
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GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 84 of 8¢

PROTECTED



Question
Number

Answer / Mark Scheme

37

- Wi “'_uid not call anyone profane or unclean...” Then Peter s
wichhold the water for baptizing these people who have receive

¢  Christians believe that prejudice and discrimination against relig
because Jesus and early apostles have spread the good news tG
showing that Jesus’ message and salvation was not just for this
For example, St Peter had a vision which k> Interpreted as tellin
good news to the gentiles. 1 ¢ j o
¢ 'The voice said to [Petp;j ign, ,,,éco/n/d time, “What God has 1t
must not call 07z%a ¢ __ard [Peter] said to them, “You yoursely

unlawf} "~ G associate with or to visit a Gentile; but Gog

~

//just as we have?” (Acts 10:15, 28, 46-47 NRSV)

O

¢ St Paul also taught that not only does someone’s original religi
people should not have to follow specific religious practices, su
circumcision, to become a Christian. This shows that prejudice
discrimination against other religions is wrong in Christianity, bg
believed not to show favouritism to those who observe specific
view everyone as equal — not only was Jesus for non-Jews, but p
have to become Jewish when receiving him.

QN

¢ God shows no partiality[favouritism]... ‘they saw that | had been
the gospel for the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrust
gospel for the circumcised (for he who worked through Peter rt
apostle to the circumcised also worked through me in sending
Gentiles)' (Galatians 2:6-8 NRSV)

38

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per develun “er i(maximum 4), 1 me
to a source of wisdom and authoity 7 ../ ~
One development cannz:k ¢¢ « u.ed twice. Each development must
the point it is s1:ver tirc }JG'T/O the question asked, as must the refe
of wisdci= 2 fu_sority
LI C ;,;t.an’sf are benefited by living in a multi-ethnic society becau
Zge¥cultures can enrich their everyday lives.

¢  Christians can be benefited by living in a multi-ethnic society be
learn about different ways in which Christianity is practised in ot
this can help inspire their worship.

¢  Christians can be benefited by living in a multi-ethnic society, as
to respect and appreciate people of other ethnicities.

Accept any relevant point

1 mark per point, maximum 3

39

g R _Aple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
1eve10pment cannot be credited twice. Each development mus
307

¢ Archbishop Desmond Tutu worked for racial harmony by helping
and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa after apartheid. H
those who had committed wrongs to ask for forgiveness, and to i
on both sides of the divide could live tocai>'Ir and treat each otk

¢ Martin Luther King worked for r-<i ‘h ﬁoﬁy by campaigning
for all ethnicities in Amz+ic . He ydve speeches and also promo
action, such as fzuy (! =..0'make white Americans realise that jt

]

the co'-i"» . .sKin and segregating people on this basis wa

p

e’point it is supporting and to the question asked.
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¢  Christians may work for racial harmony because they believe that
should result from peace and treating others with love, and the B
peace and love are important. Jesus also showed that this was t
people who did not belong to the Jewish r= 4 with love and comig
¢  'Blessed are the peacemakers, fr éy// Mee called children of
5:9 NRSV) 5

¢ lgiveyouarneual e ,Adfnent that you love one another. Ju
YOU, s o 5y = .wdld love one another.” (John 13:34 NRSV)

40 C ,umé may aIso work for racial harmony because they see si
here is not racial harmony as wrong and sinning against God.
William Wilberforce worked for racial harmony, where black pe@

alongside white people as equals, because he saw the slave trad
humans who were equal with other humans before God.

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 ma
to a source of wisdom and authority

é,, 4

e

pu

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must

the point it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the refe

of wisdom and authority

¢ Not being given a job due to race/ethnicity

¢ Being stopped and searched by police due to race/ethnicity

41 ¢ Experiencing verbal or physical abuse due to race/ethnicity

Accept any relevant point

1 mark per point, maximum 3 o

¢ Racial discrimination causes prcsie As f,odety because it leac
treatment and unequa’sr. - tu.ies. If people of a particular &
get good jobs Jae ¢ v i/iney may be underrepresented in the
in leaclay S &= w,/th”eg/ may also not have the money to provide . 4

M O\ _lides for their families.

11 MRacial discrimination can also cause problems in society if it lea

42 |e= cycle. If people of a certain ethnicity are not trusted, they may ¢
interact with those who are discriminating against them, formir
is not cohesive. If groups of different ethnicities do not trust ea
furthers prejudice and discrimination in the future.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must

the point it is supporting and to the question asked.

¢  Christians may oppose racial discrimination because they beliey
had the same beginnings. Therefore, they do not feel that any ¢ COPYRIGHT
worth more, and so all should be treated equally.

¢ 'From one ancestor [or blood] he made all nat|ons to inhabit the PROTECTED
(Acts 17:26 NRSV)

¢ Christians may also oppose raciid 51 | jnafion because teachit

i’

Testament promotes e7= ar. ,xreéting others well. Racial di
against the tea g 1 v’“'j()'f God there is no race, and that ever: .
43 treatedsA ) Hys? ' 19
"1 )« ;=0 longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free. ag
11 are’one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3:28 NRSV) g
..\ ou shall love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39 NF Education

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mg
to a source of wisdom and authority
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must
the point it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the refe
of wisdom and authority

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 3 Sections 2 and 4 Page 86 of 8¢




Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

Number

¢  Christians should feed the hungry
¢ They should visit those in prison

44 ¢ They should welcome the stranger
¢  They should clothe the naked . |
Accept any relevant point Y A

7

1 mark per point, maxm‘ P R0

¢ The Church r ks 4 ] oOC/E;ﬂJUStlce by encouraging people to g
othaiii § e p those in need. They also help to distribute
m s {ﬁhe hungry, e.g. through drop-in centres, so that peopl
|ve in absolute poverty.

+  The Church works for social justice by trying to provide disadva

=

45 with equal opportunities. They may lobby the government for
protect the vulnerable, or provide personal support to victims @
trafficking.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must

the point it is supporting and to the question asked.

¢  Social justice is important to Christians because Jesus worked ft
He convinced the tax collector Zacchaeus to pay back those he
treated outcasts, and disadvantaged groups, such as women, we

¢  Social justice is important to Christians because they believe tha
to have equal opportunities is God's will, and helping others is
parable of the sheep and the goats mt 'teaches that Christ
rewarded for helping others_bu - é rlr/e‘/that they will be punis

46 not. > =4

¢ 'And the kirz2 1l «yc%hem “Truly I tell you, just as you did
least <t AS\,,mo/are members of my family, you did it to me.!
wco per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 ma
10 a source of wisdom and authority
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must
the point it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the refe
of wisdom and authority
¢ Not being paid fairly causes poverty.
¢ Alack of jobs so that someone cannot earn to support themsely
poverty.
47 ¢ Natural disasters which destroy people’s possessions and livelih

poverty.

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3

! r '\ \ J)
48
Sorrfe Chrlstlans feel that wealth is a distraction from God. Soni
€30

¢  Some Christians view wealth as a re i i n God. This also m
feel entitled to their wealt: ¢nc 'ir/. wteel that they should giy

’,

help others. LB JU™

”

b v
¢ Thelordis ¢ = juiy blessed my master, and he has become we

&
/or nuns and give up all their wealth to focus on God.

+ 'No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the ot
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You can
and wealth.” (Matthew 6:24 NRSV)
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1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mad
to a source of wisdom and authority
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must
the point it is supporting and to the question =:!12d, as must the refe
of wisdom and authority g &

é,, 4

¢ Some Christians bellevr;ﬂ e “,e dT/- e poor due to their own ¢
poverty is self-r; x4 hoicfore, they may be less likely to want
povert" . Y. - /tlfaf they should help themselves.
o ,.iorﬂd causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent make
1‘L 10*4’N RSV)
> Many Christians believe that it is their duty to combat poverty.
poverty by campaigning against keeping small countries in debt
to charity to help people currently in poverty, and to help end ¢
future.
49 ¢ lf there is among you anyone in need, a member of your comm
your towns within the land that the LORD your God is giving yot
hearted or tight-fisted towards your needy neighbour. You sha
your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, whatever
(Deuteronomy 15:7-8 NRSV)
1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 me
to a source of wisdom and authority
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must
the point it is supporting and to the question a<|-'?d as must the refel

of wisdom and authority W=\ 4

You must fulfil the criteria for carine m/. “«ND judgements to get to

band. soof’ Rl 0

@il ‘/f;u.IJhé i Judgements
/S \Jluw Alinks between little Points not well supported &

(—_doc relevant to question. Very conclusion does not follow

narrow understanding of religion and | from arguments.

philosophy/ethics.

Many shallow links between material Some attempt at supportin

relevant to question. Narrow argument and evaluation,

understanding of religion and though conclusion does n¢

50 philosophy/ethics. completely follow.

Good reasoning and different Most points are well

positions considered — many links supported with reasonable COPYRIGHT
made. Partially answers question. evaluation, leading to a

Good understanding of religion and conclusion which is somewk PROTECTED
philosophy/ethics. supnzred.

Good critical reasoning and different = ‘Al ,,’6irlts are well supportet

positions considered — subs®.a0 - linief with thorough evaluation,

made. Fully answercqa s '“/’ > leading to a conclusion whi .
Consistenth =y - x i “4rstanding of is completely supported. |9

o : | _arfosophy/ethics. 09
> Education
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Points and Justification for:

¢ Jesus seemed to imply that
all/much wealth should be given
to the poor

¢ .. go, sell what you own, and
give the money to the =ac
you will have trom ’r 2/ >
heaver.." ) > /

o (U NRSV)

175:2@« Jesus taught that Christians

¥ chould help those in need (in the
parable of the sheep and the
goats). If Christians do not give
away a lot of their wealth it can
be argued that they are not
helping others to the best of their
ability. Many Christians believe
they must help others by giving
to charity in order to serve God.

7
AN ChA

~

¢ 'Truly | tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you
did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40
NRSV)

¢ Jesus taught his disciples noatd(
be greedy, and aiuit Aw | e 7
wealth ahoyee: fh;;. hold/ls one
washies r|sfrans to try not to

Hg ac,Jin greed
& And [Jesus] said to them, “Take

care! Be on your guard against
all kinds of greed; for one’s life
does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.”
(Luke 12:15 NRSV)

¢ Jesus taught that people could
not serve both God and money,
and if Christians are not prepared
to give away all wealth over a
threshold then this shows they
may be prioritising wealth over
God.

¢ 'No one can serve two me=tirs; |
for a slave will e'fP ' {te 1 e-one
and Iove & ) - w/ or’be devoted
ta /x arro’desplse the other.
Yc ucannot serve God and

=

zd°°°“ Pvealth.” (Matthew 6:24 NRSV)

Points and Justification a¢
¢ Jesus seemed to imply
wealth should be giver

.. +! should be given, n¢

7 “th.eshold). Monks an:
" all their wealth, not ju

wiimy

¢ .. 9o, sell what you @
money to the poor, ahn
treasure in heaven...’
(Mark 10:21 NRSV)

¢ Some Christians, such
Christians, believe they
their wealth, as a rewa

¢ 'The Lord has greatly &
master, and he has be
(Genesis 24:35 NRSV)

¢  Christians may choosg
other ways than giving
wealth above a thresh

help others by paying

or campaigning for de
cancelled. They may f¢

<t*l doing what is taug

4. 0 the sheep and the ¢
~/ “having to sacrifice the

¢ 'You shall not withholc
poor and needy laboti
(Deuteronomy 24:14 |

-\ d

i/

Accept any relevant point or justification.
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