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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching
of Edexcel B GCSE Religious Studies Area of Study 1: Section 2:
Marriage and the Family, and Section 4: Matters of Life and Death —
for study with the religion of Christianity. All arezs je
specification are covered, and questions ac 1. 7t ‘are included to
test knowledge and ablhty, and badsib g swents to engage with the

9 \'s éd‘rﬁprehensive, and images help to illustrate concept
Cadl

are includeC*®5 help students to understand the material and to further t
brief introduction to the course and answering exam questions is provid
answers and a mark scheme are included at the end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or compleme
or for independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might us
classroom activity or homework.

This topic involves studying a number of different arguments, ideas and
Christian and non-religious perspectives. This should both inform stude
enabling them to approach issues from different points of view.

. +e12d, as are non-r

Common and divergent Christian perspectives a* .

We have sought a balance betv- .«
oversimpliﬁcati(m, whita Ag'beyond GCSE level and becoming to
have tried ; SE 2 o ws in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully, tiiis resource will encourage students in their learning and he
exams. It should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the
want to teach to their class.

Note: this theme covers several controversial and potentially upsetting issues such as homosext
euthanasia. It is advised that teachers review these sections before sharing them with their class
which may distress or offend.

. swade to this resource or other RS resources your s
purchased, and details of any promotions for your

*resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teach
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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(ntroduction to the Course and How to Ans

This course aims to cover Christian and non-religious beliefs, teachings and a
family and matters of life and death, as well as philosophical and ethical theo
understanding of these ideas.

This course companion is designed to equip you with £ | formation you n
knowledge and ability to answer related questir as. \ ¢ 211 the questions and
exam-style, but those which are shcn1 ¢ un . o wered in particular ways.

The exam board will giv ., - ‘1pie LhOlCE questlons and ask you

to give brieg

o
;3 ‘dnd opimons When answering aH questions it is
G
WTv to use technical terms where possible, and to write

well using a style that is easy to follow and using correct speliings
and grammar. More or less writing will be required, depending on

the number of marks. Try to spend as little time as possible on the
shorter questions, to allow yourself more time for longer ones.

For each of the two sections you will get a 3-mark, 4-mark, 5-mark, and
12-mark question in the exam.

Hopefully this resource will be interesting,
informative, and help you to achieve good
results.

For the 3-mark questlon }uu T ‘e asked to “outline’
L gs. For ‘outline’ questi
twehce answers. You will ge

both, for emmple, with a quote or othel ewdenue. So you can think of it
per point and a mark for developing each point. This should show that

information as well as being able to recall it. The developments must be
point they are justifying and to the question, and you will not get full m
same justification for both points you give in one answer.

The 5-mark question is very similar to the 4-mark question. As well as maki
developing/justifying both, you should refer to at least one source of wisdom
Bible or Catholic teaching (as well as your development/justification). Again,
points are as different as possible so that the person ma11«mv gives you credit
peint/development you make. :

" Vi, ke sure you ha\ e good reasons for all the points you mak

also need to 1?9‘%“0;\ a mncluswn picking the most convincing side of the argument (ba
o

given!) and s ._ why you think this is the case. You need to refer to Christian teachin

non-religious 1r5umentb and philosophical/ethical arguments, or different Christian poi
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Marriage and the Famil

Many Christians look to their religion to provide them with moral guida
teachings regarding marriage, sexual relationships and families within Chr.
homosexuality, contraception and divorce are controversial within the r
support local families, and some Christians see dtfferer" oles for men an
others do not.

Keywords: .
L contraceptmn ok L&t aim nto stop someone becoming pregna
. ‘--.'f mectlons

.egal end of a marnage

w» marriage a legaljommg of two people. In Christianity, this is normally a
is seen as spiritual as well
% morality — ideas about what is right and wrong

Marriage

The Bible contains teaching about marriage, and different Church deno
about marriage, which may be due to different interpretations of the Bib

Keywords:

% atheist - someone who does not believe in God

% cohabitation - living with a partner unmarried, oft=; i a sexual relation
< denomination - a particular branch within e @ i "e.d. Catholicism, A
» humanist - someone who aims t¢ [0 ’O\/w fife, without belief in God
% procreation - makmg/h?v A

» sacrament—apar o «1 T r)ortant warship practice which has even hig

e A purpose of marriage for Christians is procreation and raising a fami
being married as being a good thing if you want to have a family, to
Other Christians think that once married you should have a family and
should actively try to have children. This is based on Bible verses such
tells humans to have children. This is taught by the Catholic Church, &
Catholics and some more conservative Orthodo" 7. istians or Protest
denominations of Christianity). .y "f*
% So marriage can be importar. - irbuéngif they believe it provi:

Those who see hav' catonnyas bemg an important part of Go

_<Ir'their Christian life in that it allows them t

‘Be fruitful and wultiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 NK

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1 Sections 2 and 4 Page 3 of 89
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e A purpose of marriage for Christians is to allow couples to
express love and friendship; to care for and support each
other through life.

%  This makes marriage important because a married
couple’s love and friendship may play a very large part
in their lives. Because of the amount of time a Christian
will spend with their spouse, trying to, Iy & 4 d+ apport
them, marriage will be significar® 11 ff : Christian life
as Jesus taught to love i - - Ad treat them well.

;sziaig'ﬁo to others as you would liave them do to you; for this is the lac
(Matthew 7:12 NRSV) [The Golden Rule]

e A purpose of marriage for many Christians is being able to have sex.
should not have sex outside of marriage, or at least that long-term se;
to marriage, to make them official. The Catholic Church teaches that
a person’s dignity, so marriage is important for allowing sex which the
‘good’.

% This makes marriage important for Christians as it allows them to
commitment to their partner through sex.

/ ‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male mzd female.” For this rea
father and mother and be joined to his wife, »=. e two shall become
(Mtzrk ’” .,/-c 1‘\5 7

e Many Christlans also think a purpose of marriage is o symbolise the r.
(represented by the husband) and his Church (represented by the wife
because of this; this is indicated in Ephesians 5.
%  So marriage represents an even more important relationship of Ic
feminist Christians may not like this comparison, as it may make t
female partner. However, for those who do make this comparisor
reflecting the relationship between Jesus and Christians.

‘For the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church...” (

e Some Christians believe that marriac» s, Q;u, «ant because it is a sacr
practice, which they behevr ot v juod’s grace. Itis significant in C
way of recelvmq Gra _,..and fulﬂlhng his purpose. Thls is belleve

\ﬂ
S
Christiai®s who do not believe marriage is a sacrament still think it is a

‘So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together
(Mark 10:8-9 NRSV)

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1 Sections 2 and 4 Page 4 of 89
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e Many Christians think that marriage is important because it has been ¢
people to get married, and Jesus appears to have approved of marria¢
had intended for marriage, and joined people together in marriage (ir:

e Many Christians see marriage as important in helping to maintain a st:
break-ups and changing relationships.

Atheist and Humanist Approaches to Marr'~. - .. nd Cohabitatio
Some non-religious people (including athe’st | e i Aumanlsts) see no nee
lacks importance. They may feel *' . <¢ 3 Juitation — living together unma
relationship — is perfecf'v o ,te =00, because there is no God to decree th

provide stabmty for raising a family.

They may also feel that there is no point to marriage and/or that
cohabiting is more sensible than marriage because many couples
split up, and having to go through a divorce is messy and
expensive, and does not help with stability for any children involved.

However, some atheists and humanists may still think that marriage
is a good idea, not for religious reasons, but for stability, and
because it requires couples to make a commitment to each
other, which may make them happy and help them to lead good
lives. Many humanists have humanist weddings, so tha* hey
can have a ceremony which suits them but is nof e » ’rOL 5. in

Humanists, o ey ages ‘shows that many humanists do
value matt’! }en W|th0ut religious significance.

Christian Responses
Some Christians object to cohabitation due to believing that sex should or:
(e.g. Catholics). Some may feel that there are valid objections to cohabi
God's will and religious factors into account:

e Being comfortable with cohabitation may mean that couples move fo
relationship — this can cause problems if they decide to split up and o
move out of their shared accommodation.

e Cohabitation and sex before marriage may be a bad idea if children
unstable cohabitating relationship.

However, tolerant Protestants may accept cohabiti=-, - 5. bles — the Chur
accept cohabiting couples working toward- n 4rr. -2, “Some modern Ch
fine even if the couple are not sur=. t sy 4+, gef'marr!ed because they th
teaching in Chﬂst;amty e "n he Golden Rule (see above).

1. Outline three reasons why a Christian may feel marriage is importan

2. Outline three reasons why a non-religious person may feel that marria
important.

3. Explain two purposes of marriage for Christians.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1 Sections 2 and 4 Page 5 of 89
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Sexual Relationships

As seen above, part of the importance of marriage for Christians is the in
relationship. Different Christians have different views on different types of

Keywords: L
% celibacy - the state of not engagmg in rom: ,.llonshlps or sexual ac
% contraception - methods whlch 2 it - op s6meone becoming pregnan

sexually transmitted infectiis a7

% extramarital se)" A ke where at least one of the participants is
th X .avmg sex with

- sex out5|de of marriage

homo*% xuallty a sexual orientation where people are attracted to peopl
nuclear family — a unit of parents living together with their biological chil
open marriage — a marriage where the partners agree they can have sex w

premarital sex — sex before being married

¢

7

8

33

%

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

Nature and Importance of Sexual Relationships for Christians

Most Christians see sexual relationships as important, and not something

because they see them as something which conveys love and commitmen
indicate that sex forms a bond between a couple, so sex is significant.

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” For this rea
father and mother and be joined to hus wife, 1! e two shall become
(Mark 10:7 20 XS )

acts other @#

ag +al sexual intercourse, as other sexual acts are not act
Christians w. t engage in other types of sexual activity, though many C
designed as an enjoyable activity, and will engage in other types of sexual

partner/spouse.

One important early Christian, St Paul, believed that it was better to be ce
remain more focused on God. Some Christians have agreed with this, and
their lives more fully to God. Some join religious orders and become mon
Church, priests must remain unmarried and celibate, as they are seen to b

“. e who marries his fiancée does well; and he who refrains from marriag
(1 Coriuthians 7:38 N115V)

St Paul recommended that marries. = U ;sisho"i}‘ld have sex with each oth
they decided to refrain fro> = « 5 .« time to focus on their relationship w

EWR
S e mmﬁm except per haps by agreement for a sct timme, to devote you

cotile together again, so that Satan may not tf*mpf you because of your lack
(1 Corinthiuans 7:5 NRSV)
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Attitudes to Sex Outside of Marriage

Many Christians believe that sexual relationships should take place only
teaching of the Catholic Church, and a more conservative Christian view.
Christians have a more relaxed view to premarital sex, sex before being
a committed relationship.

However, most Christians dtsapprove of adult’ Ja cmled extramarlta§
who is married has sex with someone **. v spouse (husband or
Ten Commandments, importar ..t ¢ . Arte Old Testament which many C
generally seen to be th « . “uof bemg loving. Most people would not

[ “You shall not commit adultery.” (Exodus 20:14 NRSV)

Non-religious people such as humanists and atheists are likely not to hav
so long as it is consensual. Some will feel that sex should only take place i
though others feel that sex is a personal decision and if someone wants to h
then that is their choice. Some Christians do agree, and accept some premaﬁ
above). However, this is not the case with many Christians — see Christian o§

Humanists and atheists are likely to disapprove of adultery in the sense th::
cheating on your partner is wrong. This is especially e for humanists, as
treat others with respect and dignity. Howeve” r a1, . tis.5 and atheists mé
adultery if a couple has already spllt UBze s zing through the process ¢
may see the cheating as the nr s 1, ~~herthan the breaking of marriage
atheists may also accer 4 A ‘_‘ 7 arrlages where a couple is married, but t

4 N r;eople because both partners agree on this, it ma
‘. 'hnsnans will not see this as acceptable because they beli
relationship and married partners should only have sex with each other.

Afttitudes to Homosexuality
There are various different attitudes to homosexual

Some Christians, such as Evangelical Christians, b
wrong in itself, and that if people pray to God, h
homosexual feelings. This is based on teaching in:
homosexuality in the Bible.

You shall not I o h rak 415 with a woman;
- “tLeviticus 18:22 NRSV)

Laist not induldge in sexual immorality...” (1

Some other Chrlsttans believe that homosexual activity is a sin, but that hc
sinful if people control them and do not act on them, because their feeling
taught by the Catholic Church, and also believed by some conservative Or:
Christians. They believe homosexual activity is sinful because it is prohibit

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1 Sections 2 and 4 Page 7 of 89
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example in Leviticus, and sexual immorality is prohibited in some New Tes
interpret these references to include homosexual sex. The Catholic Churct:
sex because its position is that all sexual activity should be open to the po
this is not possible with homosexual sex. They may also feel that homosex
role of the traditional nuclear family as a foundation for society.

However, some Christians, such as more hbera' D ;i ar s, are not oppos
relationships. One reason for this is th’f Yay» ~y ueel that the commandt
the Old Testament do not ne@r‘ S ‘f iwwed any more because Christiar
the Jewish law. Forey . - Astlans do not keep many Jewish dietary

]
o

morality, arnd so they would also be redundant in this way. Christians may
important than following rules, and that loving homosexual relationships t:
stopped. Further, there is no record of Jesus condemning homosexuality,
judge others, and did not always condemn those who had committed sins
woman in John 8. Some Christians may feel that homosexuality is sinful, b
God, so itis unfair to treat homosexuals badly when no one is perfect.

‘Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Let me take the speck out of your eye,” wh
eye?” (Matthew 7:4 NRSV) [Jesus on not judging others, when you are not

‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone...” (John 8:7 I
that they can condemm an adulterous woman if they themselves are

G -

However, not all Christians who ac | ¢ . )sexual coupies and homosex
homosexuals should be alizevid ’m La marrled They may believe this bec
marriage is beawver “and a woman, and Jesus taught that marriage
womar (ir: ‘Zg ':1(, ~Some also feel that if Christian denominations acce
vicars who Gt

or will face Eegal challenges.

Ot agree with homosexual marriage will be forced to perfo

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” For this rea
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become
(Mark 10:6-8 NRSV)

Some non-religious people will discriminate against homosexual people ¢
wrong. However, many humanists and atheists do not have a problem w
is not seen as a sin against God, then they see no reason to treat homosex
heterosexual ones. Humanists campaign for equaht\/ i eneral, including
couples. Those non-religious people who fee' sa ‘fc ¢ ceptable in a loving

homosexual couples, and those that f.c'  tawy consensuaE sex is accept
and heterosexuals who have .x JIP . sadl sex, or more partners.

Christians 1%-?’9 :‘c ot ;'Ai'idfﬁosexuality may have very similar views to huma
Christians g5 not accept homosexuality, or homosexual sexual activity
atheists that while allowing homosexuality may seem fair, it is not part of
does not make sense to humans, it should still be followed.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1 Sections 2 and 4 Page 8 of 89
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Interpretations of 1 Corinthians 6:7-20 — Sexual Relationships

Homosexuality
One reason that there are different views within Christianity on S
sexual relationships outside of marriage and homosexuality is that rec
some quotes can be interpreted in different ways. On first glance, ¢
1 Corinthians 6:7-20 clearly condemns sexual relation~* " 's outside
of marriage and homosexuality — it claims tha' e m ‘tors (those
who have sex outside of marrlage) by & s*mqtes (who would
have had sex with other mef“.., 4105 unﬂltes {(people who have
anal sex) W|I¥ notinke i 4 . ,j.,,gdom of God. It also claims that sexual sin
sin agains'@giIloC - -a.‘%d"ffﬁe Spirit of God should live in a Christian’s body
the proper! gaw“ 'od However, it can also be interpreted in other ways.

‘Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? F
be one flesh.” ... Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the boc.
against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spt
have from God, and that you are not your own?’

(1 Corinthians 6:16, 18-19 NRSV)

and sex with prostitutes was seen as polluting. This is very different fr
relationship, especially one which leads to marriage. So some Christia
‘fornication’ within relationships as bad because it is in a different con
emphasised in biblical passages such as this. A

o If fornication {sex outside of marriage} is suck.:  / %en if homosexu
the UK and many other countries, thﬂ\ w ui" otbe committing this

s wzll not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
571 11th, sodontites, thicves, the greedy, drunkards, revilk
will inlierit the kingdon of God. (1 Corintlians 6:9-10 NRS'

Do you mot kiow th
idolafers, i jagare.,

e Male prostitution is also condemned because of the type of relationsh
money for sexual acts, or engaging in ritualistic sex as part of worship
within Christianity. Condemning male prostitutes does not automatic
homosexual relationships.

e Thereis also debate about how the word ‘sodomite’ is used in the Bib
someone from the place Sodom, which God condemned in the Old Te
with anal sex, as the male inhabitants of Sodom wanted to rape two (r
However, other places in the Bible claim that Sodom’s sin was not hor:
refusal to help others. So some argue that 'sodomite’, when used neg
these 'sins’ and not to homosexuality.

“This was the quilt of your sister Sodom: she ¢4 ‘w Ars, swars had pride, excess of foo
didnot -l ey S vaid iwc’dj (Ezekicl 16:49 NRSV)

4. Outline three reasons why a Christian may refrain from having sex.
5. Explain two reasons why Christians may oppose sex outside of marria

6. Explain two attitudes to homosexuality in Christianity. Refer to a sour.
and authority.
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Families

Christians and non-religious people may have different views on families
are many different types of families.

Keywords:

% baptism - a sacrament which involves immersir; 1
over the head. The baptism of small chil ‘re i

o contraceptlon methods wh'f' m ;,i;vop <omeone becoming pregnant

“Ja ar, or, for younger

& sacrament“— a particularly important worship practice which has even hig
like the Catholic and Orthodox Churches

The Purpose and Importance of Family
Procreation

Many Christians feel that they should have a family because, in Genesis, G¢
and have children. Therefore, the purpose of having a family is to fulfil G
and having a family is important because the family is part of God's plan fc

{ ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the eartl...” (Genesis 1:28 N.

As seen above, some Christians, such as Caioice, i
that all sexual acts should be oper. « A¢ i S.sibility of
procreation. Some Chrict . Ve 1.5 even further —

; 1 oias Quwerfull do not use any
‘paon or family planning (including
natural famn\,-vpnanmng such as the rhythm method), as
they believe ali children are a blessing from God. They
feel that they should not do anything to stand in the way
of God giving them children, and often have very large

families.

Some people, including Christians, believe in marriage, but do not feel the
have a family. So not all married Christians feel called to procreation.

Additionally, some couples cannot have children even if they want to due
conceive) in either or bath members of the couple. They may accept reme
fertility treatment, adoption or fostering. Those th S bt or foster a chil
purpose is to have children, just not throuch * 1oL = tan “Note: while th
all sexual acts should be open to fh, 0. |ty of procreatlon it also accey
infertile through no fault of “; r'w e lt does not condemn such couples,

Security
Many people feel that one purpose of a family is to provide security — stak
children, who can grow up in a loving and safe environment; parents shou
children. Many religious and some non-religious people feel that marriagf
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for a stable family for children, as this shows the commitment of a couple :
without disrupting their children’s family unit. Others will disagree, and f
to be married to provide security for children. They may also feel that diff¢
single-parent families, or separated parents who share custody of their c
and safe environment for their children.

Education of Children

Christians may also feel that part of thﬂ L e Jr é famtly unit is to rais
the Catholtc Church makes the Aty " _..narries promise to raise their ch
‘,..as a place for Iearmng about God and

without the 1BCus on religious education.

Many Christian families get their children baptised, to show that they are f
raising them as Christians and educating them in the faith. Baptism also s
of God. As an alternative, they may dedicate their child(ren) to God; hol
baptism, but without the sacrament taking place, so the child(ren) can ¢
older, if they wish.

Christians want their children to follow the right path in life, and believe th |
this. The Bible teaches that raising children correctly will set them on the ri¢

{ “Train children in the right way, and when old, thm/ il not stray.” (Prove;

Christians not only believe that teach’.c . dma to belleve in God will alle
with him, but also that it wil' s 4p LN Het0 develop good morals. The Bible
kind and nottoanc iy = - aaren — a Christian upbringing should mclud
'“o aye ‘someone to be a good person while growing up

Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4 NRSV)

Christianity places an emphasis on children respecting the instruction of
learning from their education, which it inherits from Judaism.

-

‘Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land th
giving you.” (Exodus 20:12 - the 5% of the Ten Commandm

‘Children, obey your parcuts in the Lord, for this is vight. ”Honom your father an
commuandment with a promise: “so that it may be well = you and you may liv,
(Ephesio:,.. NRSV)

N

Other >
Some peoi o oy 1l the purpose of having a family is so that you h
in your ola 1?9‘3 A nda that families are important for this reason. Others ma

P ;
reason to h¥® a family, but they may agree that families are important b

support each other.
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{mportance of Family
Christians may see the family as important because the human family ref
family of all Christians throughout the world. Also, Jesus took part in fam
start of Luke’s Gospel, and appeared to approve of family life in the Gosp
that family is definitely important to God.

Christians, and those who are not religious, mav f .. . A itis a personal

the family is important in fulflllmg the desii 2 ¢ fr Qa.mts to have children,
of children, and providing secu”’; ;
may feel that families 2> - ;

‘e j..a-care for them. Both Christia
“acih makmg up a stable society.

Same-Sex
Parents

Caad

T f
ype.o Description Different C
Family
A family unit where two parents Most Christians ap
live with their biological children, Some Christians w
Nuclear . .
or adopted children. Some think
of this as the traditional family.
A family unit where just one Christians may res
parent looks after their child or on all the responsi
children. This can be due to the would normally be
Sinale death of one parent, the end of Some Christians disa;
9 a relationship between parents, s A utles if they resu
Parent . . 16
or (in recent times) where = '*oreakdown or asing
woman has beconj; @ gﬁ",;?:?’?:‘ AAAAAAAA feel that children sh
with donat~.! = ' sra'single in a stable family, a

ore s = dopted a child.

children if they can

Teo ;n ;11y unit where both the

~rénts are the same gender.
They could have adopted a child;
one member of a lesbian
relationship could have become
pregnant with donated sperm;
or one member of a male gay
relationship could have fertilised

a donor egg.

Some Christians m
couples wish to pr
children.

Christians who disa
disapprove of hom
together because t
relationships are b
Equally, they may f

Extended

A family unit where extra
members of the family live with
parents and their children, for

uncles and cousins.

Blended

Ct istians may not
example grandparents or aunts . 1
' " hospitality.

A family unit wh- & t o _tone
i uaple has
ilc. 1+, iom a previous

o@

Ationshlp The children

| therefore live with one parent
and one step-parent, or children
of the new couple live with their
half-sibling(s).

Christians may app
family unit if a par
because they are p
children.

Christians may dis
parents of their ch
relationships.
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Quick Questions

7. Outline three different types of family.
8. Explain two ways in which Christians may respond to a single-paren

9. Explain two reasons why families are importart * - « wristians. Refer t
wisdom and authority. 4% |
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Support for the Family in the Local Parish

The family is not just important for members of the family itself. Other m
community often try to help because the family is important to the Chur

Keywords: v

% confirmation — where a Christian affirms tk §]T ; oftén where they hav
child and want to make promlse-C y hc—_ nselves

% counselling - helpmg ped ety ds§ thelr problems and suggesting s

% parish —-the arez 1 w'the local church works

How and Wny the Local Church Community Tries to Support Fa
Local churches often provide forms of worship for all the family. This ma
classes for children, often called Sunday school, which aim to teach child
in an age-appropriate, and often fun, way. There are various approaches
churches and for different ages. Often this is down to those who organis
young children may be heavily focused on colouring pictures from Bible
which may or may not be linked to the Bible. As children get older, the
focus may shift to spending longer telling the children Bible stories and,
while there may still be fun activities, less time will be spent on activities
which do not particularly help children to learn about Christianity.

Teenagers may study passages directly from the Bible, rather than hearin
the stories re-told, and will do more age-appropriate a-* sities. They ma
also focus more on more complex Bible passaf“ ZE (01 ﬁe\essarlly stories

but passages of teaching. Some Sun(‘“‘{ ol try to incorporate
modern technology, e.g. show' s [ = «(ions/ hve action films of Bible
stories, or other relevar o e Psion dlps They might also ask teenagers

st 'a u, ot relevant ideas on the Internet. Many churche
run separa: ié\,cow -school activities during services, but the children
may return tor the end of the service (some or all weeks), and may share
what they have done and learnt.

Many churches will also hold family-worship services, where talks are
more appropriate for a younger audience, and where there may be more
lively music, for example. Some churches also hold alternative types of
worship (usually at a time when other Church services are not happening
such as Saturday afternoon), such as Messy Church, where fun activities
are provided for children before a short time of worship.

Churches do this to help parents educate their childr-. the Christian f
where parents and children can celebrate the’ \_E*Ifun faith together.

Additionally, churches may s /lde ‘Ctrier groups for children, such as yo
Boys'/Girls’ Brgad~ '~ G.oups may teach about God and Christianity,
i Liiurches provide this to help parents teach their ch
@ thers ways, such as through teaching them practical ski
associated w:th church will make children want to attend church, and kee
Christianity.
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Churches also provide rites of passage for children. When children are bot
thanksgiving service, or Christening (infant baptism) to dedicate their chilc
them as a Christian. As a child gets older, if they have not been baptised, *
baptised. Once children are baptised and old enough to understand Chris
will be confirmed, to make promises about their faith and commitment tc
practices, and when and whether they happen varies bet veen different cht

Churches provide rites of passage to heli ' ar “;.ucus on bringing their ¢
faith, and to help children to f St L*‘e. taith as well.

provide them with people to talk to about any issues they may be having v

Some churches also provide classes to teach parents about childcare, or fa
families to work through issues, whether this is parents who are struggling
falling-outs.

This is because churches want their members to be happy, and have goo
want people to be able to serve each other, and in doing so, to serve Go

In genera! churches want to help famllles wrth fh i ;.’n‘k en because Jes

Interpretations of Mafthew 19:1
There have been different interpretatior

“Then little children were being brought
lay his hands on them and pray. The dis
who brought them; but Jesus said, “Let t
and do not stop them; for it is fo such a

(Matthew 19:13-14

N

An important point not to overlook is th
ordinary people. This shows Jesus, and :
God incarnate) to ' = pproachable, anc
everydav, fl* 3 hetp families becau

les s veu”

Bernhard Plockhorst’s Christ Blessing
the Children.

A subject of debate s < {l) 'vvhat )esus means when he talks about whor:
belongs tc ’l‘f - ~dnno’c enter it. 1t is generally understood that Jesu

have a plac\gga#ie kmgdom of heaven, and no adults do, but rather that t
child which good Christians ought to share. For example, the children pro:
have a place in the kingdom of heaven, or that they deserve one; maybe a:

themselves in order to have a relationship with God, accept salvation and {
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help families because they believe that children should be nurtured the r
humble Christianity, and because they want adults to live out Christianity

Also, Jesus is not presumed to mean that people must become Christians
no hope for them. Following on from before, he may mean that those w
on God, as children rely on their parents; if they feel that *hey can enter t
God's help, then they will not be able to. Churrhg {f\ ‘;,}fa"’t > support famil

It may also be that Matthew <b dlsapproval of the disciples’ co
Lo oof )esus and deny him to others — God
ac: . Juse"' but to those who will gladly accept it - ch
ould be available for everyone.

o?uoﬂ
g a\,gc- o ¥

The Importance for Family Support for Christians

Such family support can be very important for Christians.
Church-provided religious education for children, such as through
Sunday schools, can help parents with teaching their children
about their faith, especially if parents do not know much about
Christianity, or do not know how to explain it to children. Further,
family worship allows parents a space to express their faith with
their children, which they might not otherwise have.

Parents may also be grateful for activity groups which build a positive rel
and the Church by making Christianity enJoyable the S port is importa
connected with Christianity. T .

Rites of passage, such as Chrls Gl L ‘“ & mportant in helping parents f
the Christian faith, an? 1. - w0 delp them with finding support for this,
often appcgefgltc 1 - 5 pare’nts with giving their children a Christian up
Christians Y ié“ca eir faith.

A

Other support from the Church and church members can be important t
practically; they may need help with childcare, or with knowing how to b
need help resolving issues between family members.

Quick Questions

10. Outline three services/facilities which the local church may provide f

11. Outline three reasons why the local church supports families.

12. Explain two ways in which the local churcf‘ . 0 qn y may help to
families. :
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Family Planning, Regulation of Births and Contracep

Different Christians have different attitudes to contraception and family
(choosing when and how many children to have) in general, and to differe:

Keywords: o
% consequentialist - a type of ethical theary v ar i 4 with the morality o
actions

% contraception - methor'", unm e to"'stop someone becoming pregnant
sexually tlansmrt*' .

r'lg'ht or wrong
» Humanae Vitae — an encyclical about the importance of life and not usin

B3

X3

8

natural law - rules about morality drawn from nature and reason
procreation — making/having children

situation ethics — ethical theory which suggest decisions should evaluate
consequences in each situation :
< utilitarianism - ethical theory which believes actions should try to produce
greatest number

X3

%

X3

8

Christian Attitudes to and Teachings about Confraception and
Some Christians, such as some Catholics, and conserva*h 2 Christians (e.g
churches), are opposed to all forms of artlflaa' = (1 “eptlon as they beli
the purpose of procreation. The Catl* 2l hundh t8aches that all sexual
possibility of new life and Ponr so 1 o =4Vl continued the Church'’s stance
contraception in hls et ¢ 'ix *“_,;; .«Gmanae Vitae {1968).

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the carth...” (Genesis 1:28 NR

""every action which, whether in anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its accomplis
of its natural consequences, proposes, whether as an end or as a means, to render
intrinsically evil.” (Catholic Catechism 2370, quoting Humana

The Catholic Church also disagrees with contraception because of natur
law is that God has shown humans what is right through nature and reasol
how to act. Because sex naturally carries the possibility of producing chi
contraception goes against nature, and disobeys natural Iaw.

However, many Christians from other denom’ 4a: o' 1 such as
many Protestant denominations, ar~ " o ) yosed to
contraception and family nl-. nrx 1 gcneral but may approve of
some methodgbut ~* .__‘én ; lhey allow artificial contraception
"¢+ ing in the Bible which expressly forbids
contraceptiXgg@®d because they believe people should be able to
plan the size of their families without having to stop having sex if
they do not want more children.
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Among other things, contraception and family planning are likely to:

e improve the health of women, as they do not have to constantly hav
developing countries, where there is often sub-standard health care)

e improve women'’s social position because they can have other roles
choose;

o improve the health of children, because parents will he able to provide

e and improve the quality of life for chtldren Ay e s because peopE
when they are able to look after thn‘ * o1 e vor them, and when the

Further, in the modern ,..Ay people beheve that overpopulatlon

AR

However, while many traditional and liberal Protestants (not all evangelica;
artificial contraception today, it is relatively modern that the church has ac:
Church has only officially allowed contraception since 1930.

One method of contraception which some Catholics accept is the rhyth
couples try to have sex when they believe the woman is less fertile, lowe
become pregnant. Because this still allows the possibility of procreation, it
family better while allowing that they may conceive at any time, if God w
approve of artificial contraception are much more likely to use artificial c
addition, as it is more reliable.

One type of contraceptlon which Chnsttans (e 0 ‘r o P| gﬁtestants) who
contraception is seen as more o & h 2 aecaﬁ‘se it stops sperm from re
fertilisation occurrmg Lo ,,,..ﬂ“lt fasls it in no way risks harming an en:
place.

ié‘,cﬂ
Some Christ¥ns also approve of sterilisation, where someone has mino

able to conceive in the future. Christians may feel this is sensible if some
wants no more children, and does not want to have to worry about contra:
object on the basis that Christians could feel called by God to have more ¢
some types of sterilisation can be reversed if necessary. The Catholic Ch
for the same reasons it disapproves of artificial contraception, though it ac
medical treatment for other reasons, for example removing the uterus (wo

Many Christians are happy to use hormonal methods of contraception su
hormonal methods involve using chemicals to convince the female body n
stopping it releasing an egg. Some Christians, howev~. ill not use such ¢
methods, if there is the small chance that if coownt . 1 takes place, the h
cause an early miscarriage — some Ch et wa. ‘{hat this is murder, and n
Commandments (see below\

= ‘;/ :

]\,{ dse the withdrawal method of contraception, wk

Some Chri 1&
fos "
from the w @\,c vaglna before gjaculating semen (containing sperm), be

i

teaching agamlst this in the Bible. in Genesis 38, a man called Onan usest
Bible records that God was displeased and killed him. However, some ot
was the withdrawal method which displeased God, but that Onan did no
his duty to have children with his dead brother’s wife to raise children fo
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most Christians would probably not use this method as a main method o
unreliable method.

While many Christians agree with artificial contraception,
many are opposed to emergency contraception. This
method of contraception is used after sex, and is desmnrj to
delay the ovary releasing an egg, therefore preve
conception. Some people argue that COEN AL s of
emergency contraceptlon also A%, 2 puténtial to change
the condmons of theut . -, 7. A mlght mean that an

g d o wm'not be implanted - so the embryo
i #2yed. Many Christians believe that life begins
at fertilisatict:. when the sperm meets the egg and becomes
an embryo. These people are likely to oppose emergency contraception
embryo, which they think should be treated as any other human life. The i
people in the Ten Commandments, important laws in the Old Testamen
has given embryos souls from the moment of conception.

[ “You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13 NRSV) [from the Ten Commaif

Some Christians will allow emergency contraception as being the most |
circumstances; for example, if a woman was raped.

Some may have problems with hormonal methods of contraception whic
with emergency contraception, if they feel that one should not kill hum
unborn. However, many will accept all forms of contraception.

Christians who are against contraception might argue against more liber
there would be no need for contraception to stop diseases or pregnanci
people only had sex with their lifelong marriage partner. However, this do
not want children at all, even with their spouse, or those who want a reIiab§
of children they have, and of choosing when to have them. '
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Application of Ethical Theories and Christian Responses
Situation Ethics

Situation ethics is an ethical theory associated with many
theologians and philosophers, such as Joseph Fletcher. It
promotes evaluating individual situations by what is most
loving, rather than by any other laws, teachings or ;
considerations. It is a consequentialist ethica‘/i} s Jas it
cares about there being loving conser:= - »s, *.cher than
about what actions are campd st ! 5 Aldve thls However, it

Many would ?eel 1tha’t situation ethics would allow the use of contracept
loving to allow couples to be able to have sex for pleasure without the st
children. ltis also loving to allow couples to plan the timing and numbe
are emotionally and financially able to look after them — this is loving to th
Also, contraception can allow couples to have sex without passing on ST
having sex without contraception and infecting others.

However, it might be argued that situation ethics would not allow the us
situations. If people use contraception to have many promiscuous relati
risk without contraception) which have the potential to emotionally hurt tt
contraception would not be loving — especially as contraception is not 106
could result within unstable relationships. However, n‘ - 1ld be argued t
universally more loving than the alternative - 3 0[, .2 would still have
without contraception these Would be e .I
STDs. ‘ 4

with the appncatlon of situation ethics to contraceptton - they feel thatu
loving thing for people who desire to have sex without having children, a
created or not created. They may or may not feel that there are times situ:
use of contraception.

‘[Jesus] said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and wit,
your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “Y.
as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Ma:

‘In everything do to others as you would lave them do to you; for this is the |
{(Matthew 7:12 NRE& V )

However, many other Christians fec' ‘da . rmportant to follow other law
such as the Ten CommanH" - ﬁs by feel that;udglng acttons by what s

unfair to cc J:or children However, it is interesting to note that one re
feel that sex should be open to the possibility of procreation is because th:
are not loving, as they are using the person someone is having sex with
does not honour their dignity.
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Utilitarianism

Utilitarianism is an ethical theory associated primarily with philosophe
Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill. It holds that an action should try to
produce the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people -
producing pleasure and not producing pain makes actions good. It is also
a consequentialist ethical theory as it cares about con<e juences —
pleasure and pain — not actions.

In many ways, utilitarianism and si*> 7 ac 1 “hics are similar - what make :
loving for them are often thos rr‘c £.a11g. They can both be applied in sin
and family plagnir- s v’ there are important differences. Utilitarian
e uid create happiness without meaning to, and this wc
situation et’éres that people try to act in a loving way. (Some would ¢
when being happy is not what is good for someone, or being in pain is not
If contraception encourages promiscuous sex, those applying situation eth
it than utilitarians if they deem that promiscuous sex is not loving. Howev:
people happy, and the happiness it brings may outweigh the distress caus:
utilitarians would not condemn contraception for this reason.

Most people would feel that allowing contraception and family planning wc
than not allowing it. People would be happy being able to have sex without
committed relationships, and those who are not); people would be happy h:

they want, when they want them and children would be happy, brought up :
want them, and are able to care for them. If people have fewer unwanted
benefit many people if the population is lower and sc acyv :rnment resour

One type of (}”fii;tarlamsm - qualitative utilitarianism — is concerned with
than the quantity. It would be possible to use this to argue against the use
committed relationships (if people would not otherwise have sex), because
better to have sex with someone that you are committed to, even if you hé
committed relationship, than to have lots of sex with people one is not c
meaningful (possible argument — not fact).

Some Christians feel that increasing happiness is a good goal, and so mi
arguments for (and against) contraception and family planning.

However, many will feel that there are things which are more important t
following God's teachings. If Christians feel that teac’. s to procreate, o
others, conflict with utilitarian arguments 2hc « < e {uceptlon and family [
support them. - .

13.

14. Explain th reasons why some Christians allow the use of contracepti
planning.

15. Explain two reasons why some Christians oppose artificial contracepti;
a source of wisdom and authority.
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Divorce

Keywords:
% annulment - the cancelling of a marriage, saying it never exlsted
% divorce - the legal end of a marriage ~
% remarriage — where people who have beep ¢ fi

the same person again) .
% sacrament -3 particularl\/ :

like the Catholic ar ! ¢

‘ }5emore marry other pe

=1 “-7:jf_..4$:’\/<‘:3l’§hip practice which has even high
- & ol churches
Louple remain married legally, but do not live togeth

Christian Teachmes on and Attitudes towards Divorce and Ren
Some Christians have very strict views when it comes to divorce. The Catl
divorce, and does not acknowledge legal divorce (so they would see a div

but separated from their spouse). This is because the Catholic Church see
given by God, and Jesus taught that people should not separate what God
However, Catholics will allow annulments in some circumstances, which s¢
taken place. This is decided by a Catholic marriage tribunal, and reasons f:
marriage was never consummated (the couple never had sex), one of the

that (at least) one of the parties was tricked or coerced into marriage. Hov
for adultery or desertion (when one partner leaves the other and refuses t

The Catholic Church will not remarry people who > i1 Drced because th
the first marriage, so they view it as adulteﬂ/ ﬂég ~ g on the person’s first

what g s /omcd together, let no one separate.” They said to iim, “Why then
gwe a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?” He said to them, “it was because 1ot
Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”” (I

“The Lord Jesus insisted on the original intention of the Creator who willed that mar
abrogates the accommodations that had slipped into the old La:
(Catholic Catechism 2382)

[Jesus believed that God’s original intention should be honoured and insisted ti
marriage is something which cannot be cancelled or dissolved. Jesus (recognise:
allowed and) removes the adjustments (to the original law from God) which ha
Jewish law (allowing divorce).]

-

While some non-Catholic Chri idr *..y also hold strict views on divorce,
will allow divorce in s pr—f.»;A’n

1istances.
o@ ‘.
Jerate Protestants may accept divorce in limited circumst

For exampi
e if someone’s spouse committed adultery against them;
e abused them; or

e deserted them.
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In these cases, they may feel that the other person broke the marriage vo':

relationship with them is dangerous or practically impossible. Jesus appe
case of unfaithfulness. Protestant churches and the Catholic Church inter
here — Catholics follow verses 4-8 — that while Moses allowed divorce, Go
humans, and humans should not divorce. Protestant see verse 9 (below)

spouse commits adultery, then it is acceptable to divorce them and remar

‘And I say to you, whoever dzvozws bie . cc}n “for umhastm/, and marries an
4 eMatthew 19:9 NRSV)

. /"
. nfc cucpt on the ground of unchastity, causes her to co
“Warries a divorced woman commiits adultery.” (Matthew 5:32 N

Matthew 19 goes on to discuss wh
if they cannot divorce. While it ma
trying to tell Jesus that his teaching
responds that for some, it will be b
(however, this implies that most pe
for their whole lives, without divorc

“His disciples said to him, “If such is
wife, it 1s better not to marry.” But he

cait accept this teaching, but only tho
(Matthew 19:10-1

Wedding rings, symbolising the promises
made during a marriage ceremony, which
are broken by divorce. S T

divorce, but will allow rer:.
above) for diggace - vt

a marriage "ﬂsmttmg adultery or abuse. All Churches will remarry so

s

'...for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
(Matthew 26:28 NRSV)

Remarriage is up to the individual vicar or minister, and some may not m
marriage; did not try sufficiently hard to save a marriage or have had mor

More liberal Christians, such as liberal Protestants, may allow
divorce for many reasons, such as if a couple decide that they are
no longer in love. Some such denominations are happy to marry
all those who have previously been divorced if the; !~ ie te they
are genuinely making this new commitmer*. hﬂ, ,,,«my remarry
people who have abused previots .« frij e if they believe they have rep
mistakes), and may chonf Lo ey those who have had several divorc
always desezigman - iince, and Jesus taught that you should continu

09

g 4
“Then Peiet came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins agai

forgive? As many as seven times?"” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell y
(Matthew 18:21-22 NRSV)
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Reasons for remarriage may include:

e Adivorced person falls in love again.

e Adivorced person desires to have a fulfilling sexual relationship and/c
should marry their new partner in order for this to happen.

e Marrying a new partner may provide security for existing children.

Non-religious Attitudes fo Dworce A Qm..amaze, and Chrlst&
Non-religious people may feel $h 4 +' ya divorce in any circumstance
longer wish to remain r 3. - ; - ey may see no reason to stick to such
unhappy. ‘g

Non-religiols” people may also have no problem with
divorced people remarrying, if they wish to make new
promises.

This does not mean that all non-religious people are casual levelling
about divorce and remarriage, but they are unlikely to
recommend that an unhappy couple stay married.

Christians might respond that marriage is not only a promise to God, but &
and allowing divorce at all, or allowing divorce for any old reason, makes ¢
casually, and creates an unstable society. However, while these may be re&
seriously, and not aiming to get a divorce, once a rela’uonshlp has broke
to want the chance for a fresh start. yF

Both religious and non- rei;glouc noadle gy feel tha’{ there are negative si
breaking promises to Goda s or_ Che's spouse People who get divorce
off, and mavgaad i’ - « ;,anord living costs on their own. Children of di
break-up ¢ Too AEE ay tough However, some people may feel that unhapp
better for tI\

oot 4
on their children.

®nildren in the long run, as unhappy parents will also hav

Not all Christians have the same perspectives on marriage, as this can be &
Catholics may have more liberal views on divorce than the Catholic Church
think that their Churches are too lenient with accepting divorces and allow
opinions on divorce may change depending on the circumstances, and s

people should break their marriage promises to God and their spouse may
themselves if they feel that their marriage has failed. |

Avpplication of Ethical Theories and Chnst"'\ e xponses
Situation Ethics :
Applymg situation ethics is likeh © "m ‘ut that divorce and remarriage s?

It would be ».um:(ely for someone to use situation ethics to argue against cE
hard to think of a situation where it would be more loving to force someot

they wanted to divorce, or more loving to forbid someone marrying again.
the equation, but it is still likely to be more loving to the children for unha
their parents to be allowed to remarry and create new family units. '

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1 Sections 2 and 4 Page 24 of 89

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




As seen above, many Christians will agree that it is compassionate to allow
will feel that God would not want people to be unhappy.

However, many Catholics and some other Christians will feel that what is
God, Jesus, and the Church, and these teach against divorce (and hence
more loving to allow unhappy couples to divorce, ‘{hls i< ~till a sin against ¢
recommend unhappy couples separate ms‘{ead S0 H e

Utilitarianism ”
As with situation ethics i - ,

b

It is possible to argue that divorce destabilises society, and means that m
enough access to both parents, and so utilitarians might argue that it is be
think it is likely to end in divorce, as this could reduce potential pain. Ho 5
if they are unhappy, it is likely that they will be happier divorced.

As with situation ethics, many Christians will agree that it is
acceptable to divorce and to remarry if this will make people happy,
while others will feel that it is God's law rather than happiness
which matters. Most Christians would not suggest people abstain
from marriage in order to avoid divorce, unless they feel called to
celibacy, as they believe marriage is important.

Quick Questions

16. Outline tegee * - x; “ <. divorce within Christianity.

17. Outfmeé reasons why the Catholic Church may allow an annulme

18. Explain two reasons why some Christians disagree with divorce. Ref
of wisdom and authority.
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Eauality of Men and Women in the Family

There are different opinions within Christianity about whether men and we
the family, and whether they are equal.

Keywords: w
% equality - not necessarily being the same, ! < ! :/Lfﬂ
level of authority e

0

% role-apartorjob carried st 7

Many Chrlsttan'attltudes to the role of men and women in the family are &
example, in his letter to the Ephesians, St Paul writes that husbands are the;
same way that Jesus is the head of the church. This indicates to some Chri
subordinate to, inferior to, or less important, than men, and are under th
charge of their wives, then the husband'’s role in the family is to lead, and t
Note: St Paul's teaching does not suggest that husbands can abuse their p
love their wives as they love themselves.

‘Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the he
is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Saviour. [ust as the church is subj
ought to be, in everything, to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives...” (Ep

_ans-also justify different roles ¢

¢ sis‘chapters 2 and 3. They claim that .
oman, this shows men to be more |mporf:
as a 'helper’ for man, wives should serve th
tempts her husband in Genesis chapter 3 tc
some use this as an indicator that husband
but lead them.

“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that t

make him a helper as his p
A serpent. A serpent tempts (Genesis 2:18 NRS
woman to mislead man in
Genesis 3.

Some Christians who believe that husbands should be in charge of their wi
help their husbands, do not think that this makes men and women unequ:
that they are different and have different roles lr“ ~a twomen in the B
wives and mothers; it can be argued that Mar ‘ic . 7 of the most |mportal
because of her role as Jesus’ mm" va},,uiarly in the Catholic and Orthc
not inferior to men. 3 :

5 e

expect different roles of men and women are treating them unequally by
may believe that it is unfair to expect women to focus on motherhood anc

career, and to expect that men will take a lesser role in parenting and be
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On the other hand, some Christians have ar¢c
should not have different roles in the famil
teaching of St Paul in Ephesians because it w
group of Christians; not intended to teach C
in the future. Equally, they may claim that St
humans make mistakes; w*at he believed m:
wants for the famil
claimine fl2 w ~ ‘
. . P e shows that he had a female fol
reated them kindly, such as the Samarit
Greek woman in Mark 7, with whom other
contact. In Luke 10:38-42, Jesus encourag
chooses to listen to him teaching rather th

An image of Mary, lesus” ) L ) , ) oo :
mother, with Jesus. the traditional female role of doing the hous

Further, it can be argued that the word for ‘helper’, in Genesis 2,
is also used on several occasions in the Old Testament to
describe God, and therefore if a wife is her husband's helper, this
in no way makes her less important than him; it would actually
indicate that the role of helper is more important. Also, in
Genesis 1, there is no mention of man being created before ‘
woman, but of them both being created at the same time in the image of
they have different roles in the family, but that they are both equal.

is loving to treat.men and women equally, as having equal roles in the fam
men and women equally, and if he sees them as no different (see Galatian:
should not treat them differently either.

{ ‘...there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gi

Christians who do agree with gender roles will respond that Bible quotes &
equality do not mean that men and women should not have different role:
that all teachings in the Bible are there for a reason, and teachmgs about
are not out-of-date as they are from God. :

Quick Questiohs

19. Outline three reasons ; ”"Céu‘j;s..-:ia‘ﬁ"; ]r/nay feel men and women are sp
equatl. ‘ ‘
20. Explai

21. Explain two reasons why some Christians argue that men and wome
have different roles in the family. Refer to a source of wisdom and a
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Gender Prejudice and Discrimination

Gender prejudice is where someone thinks that women or men cannot
or are different in an inferior way because of their gender. Gender discri
prejudice is put into practice, and someone treats someone differently bec
not allowing them to do certain things, or makmg them ‘0 certain thing
about gender often see women as inferior to mar e - g, _nder discrimin
women; however, it can also dlsadvanqu e )

gender dlscnmmatlon Most Christians feel that such examp!es of gende :
if they agree with other types of gender discrimination (see below).

Keywords:

7

% discrimination - treating someone differently or unfairly because of prej

0

% prejudice - a biased belief about someone or a group of people

Christian Gender Prejudice and Discrimination — Teaching an
It can be argued that some Christians are prejudiced based on
gender, and discriminate based on gender. It can be argued that
this is done by Christians who think there should be, ar* implement,
different gender roles in the family — they mav = se i?vi ~es to
submit to their husbands, and womer | 50 ove motherhood (see
the section above) — and by CF.ct 3. '.nominations who will not
allow women to perf(‘“ @A oles, such as becoming a priest in

‘ C 1N o churches,

Such Christians and denominations may claim that the Bible provides reast
performing different church roles; for example, Jesus’ closest twelve discip;
other Bible quotes against women speaking in church and having author
Christians should discriminate in the same way they believe God does. Ho!
such treatment of women is not prejudiced, because prejudice implies tha}i
reason; they believe it is justified by God. '

‘...women should be silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but sh:
law also says.” (1 Corinthians 14:34 NRSV) '

‘I perniit no woman to teach or to have auﬂzc o ver a man; she is to i\
(1 Tmzr =2 i IRal
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Christian Responses to Christian Gender Prejudice and
Discrimination

Many Christians who feel women should be able to lead in church, and h
all the same opportunities as men, argue that Bible quotes which
discriminate against women were written in a very different time when
women were not educated, and therefore might not k- been well-place:
as church leaders. They also argue that Jesus 40 ;optes were men
because of the society he lived in—hr o rau ,emale disciples and treate
them kindly, so the Church s'ff md 1 . wésime that women should not be
church leaders from Yol

o

Chrisfian 'smon to Gender Prejudice and Discrimination
Teaching and Exameles

As seen above, many Christians believe that Jesus treated women well, an
approved of equal treatment for men and women; dying to save everyone
seen in Galatians 3, some early Christians believed that God does not view
men and women differently, and many Christians believe this today. Galatia
to the problem of teachings in the Old Testament which may suggest me
different, or that women are less important than men — it teaches that the la
that Jesus has brought salvation, people do not need to follow the law.

‘Now before faith cane, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith w
that faith has come, we are no Zongu subject to a disciplinarian. ,. There is no long
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and fo:-. .« fm all of you are o

(Galations .. 2 J8IGRSV)

v gé’ha‘ér prejudice and discrimination i

Examples of Chrlstian or

early church there were female leaders (such as Phoebe), and female apostles
the gender and apostleship of Junia are debated), therefore female leadershig

‘I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae... Greet
relatives who were in prison with me; they are prominent among the apostles, and
was.” (Romans 16:1, 7 NRSV)

Several other denominations have also allowed women to become vicars &
allowing that women can perform the same roles as men on an equal foot
should not, or not not allowing them to, because of ** +. fgender. In the C:
been able to become priests since 1993, and’ ;fsi“.f:c_; .ince 2014.

Christians have also Worked e ,Sér'brejudice and discrimination
church. Many Christic: i\r . Jvorked to help the (female} victims of dome
refuges. Tj 1?9% Ve 'med to stop women being trafficked {moved) arounc
by donatin X ’|stmg charities, or working with charities; some Christian:
inequality against women. Some Christians have also campaigned about p
discrimination against women. This has become more common in recent ¢
have political rights. A contemporary issue which Christian women have c:
Tampon Tax — whether women should have to pay taxes on necessary sani
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Gender Differences
Christians who think that men and women should have different roles mig
backs this up. They might try to argue that differences between men and v
been designed to perform different roles.

However, those who disagree might argue that science = ad psychology
psychological differences between men and w2 a1, nica they are born w
between men and women can be exp!zi* - e sorimentally; unequal so

N

expecting them to perform diff..e v« s

1@9 Wit x"’n«;k"‘m‘en and women should be equal in the fami
B es as partners, may still accept that men and women ar
the upbringing of small children — for example, men cannot breast-feed, at
may see it as the couple’s choice how they divide up parenting responsi
trying to take equal responsibility, they may expect a father to do his fair
as well as the mother, even if not all tasks can be divided equally.

Many Christians will note that while there may be some differences betwe¢
should try to avoid making generalisations, or decisions based on gener.
want something lifted, there may be a woman there who is stronger than 1
promote an equal society.

Many of the arguments about and positions on gender equallty and gend:
are relevant here. ;

Quick Questions

22. Outline tegmee - s of féligious gender discrimination.

23. Explain\#®8 reasons why some Christians may support some forms
discrimination.

24. Explain two reasons why some Christians believe that women shoul
be ordained. Refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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Summary of Marriage and the Family

e Marriage is important within Christianity for purposes such as
procreation, expressing love within a couple, having sex and becaus
Christians believe that God intended humans to marry. Non-religiou
people may also see marriage as important, or the “aight not and fav,
cohabitation. Some Christians drsapprovo c > 4k fation, but othe
accept it as a step towards marrrafm N h -0 problem with it.

o Different Chrlstian' Nean rent attltudes to sexual relationships. Sc
elattonshlps should take place thhln marriage,

to the puss@hty of creating new In‘e Most Christians disapprove of a
There are different Christian opinions about whether homosexuality |
religious people are likely to have a more relaxed attitude to consenst:
may still think that sex should take place within a committed relatio
wrong, because it is hurtful to the spouse who is cheated on.

e Most Christians feel that families are important because God wanted
procreate. They may feel that it is their duty to educate their childr
faith), and that they should provide security and love for their childr
enjoy raising a family. There are many different types of families, such:
same-sex parents, extended and blended.

e The local church and community may supra /1 » Afa {Qily in a numbe
providing family worship, education. ! fa_ory, n activities, rites of pa

classes for parents, and far 'y ¢ *» - seliing. They may do this because
and because Jesus gy o children.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

o .
Jstians have different attitudes to contraception, family

births. ;umé Christians will not use any artificial contraception, feeling
be open to the possibility of new life — the Catholic encyclical, Humaj
However, they might use the rhythm method as a way of limiting the |
Others may be happy to use barrier methods or sterilisation. Some wi
others may not if there is a chance that they could cause a miscarria
likely to be more open to contraception, though they may not appro
Applying situation ethics would suggest that using contraception anC‘
— they are the most loving choices in many situations.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

e There are also different Christian positions on divorce and remarriag:
allow divorce, but will allow an annulment in sor>. ircumstances. Th
are divorced, but may remarry those who cq ar ars nave died, or tho
annulied. Other Christians mav e’ - vowe in hmt’{ed circumstances
adultery, as Jesus appe~ 7 u 't( Y .V«v tor divorce in this instance. So
allowing divorcn ’i. o, redsons. Churches which allow divorce may
peopl 1\?;9 m.oi1 Yy “Nlon- religious people are likely to be more relaxec
remarr Applymg situation ethics would suggest that many divoi
allowed — this is the most loving thing to do.
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e Some Christians believe that men and women should have different r¢
due to passages in Ephesians and at the start of Genesis. They may st
equal before God, but the roles they think they should have are not n
Christians believe that men and women should not have different role
find such teaching outdated, because they interpret biblical teaching
other passages in the Bible imply that God sees mer and women equé
treat them differently.

o Different Christians have d g e ngtrons on gender prejudice an
Chrtstlans be|IEVP e ',Jjudlce and dlscrlmmatlon are wrong, and

d|scrrmma‘te agamst women in some ways, because they believe they :
same roles as men. For example, women cannot become priests in ¢

Now Try This...

25. 'All sexual relationships outside of heterosexual marriage are wrong.
statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must give Christian teachin
points of view. Reach a conclusion which follows from your argument
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Matters of Life and Dea

There are different beliefs about the origins and value of the universe, re
these can impact on what humans believe about their rights over the worls
the world. Conflicting ideas about these rights and dutles often incorpo
environment and animals. :

There are different beliefs about the c“ o N .zméfbwlife whether it was ¢
naturally. These views can infl iz " - etner people think that sanctity of
quality of life, and D o “,.dons on abortion and euthanasia.

who believe that there is no life after death.

Keywords:

+ abortion - terminating a pregnancy and ending the life of a foetus

+ euthanasia — sometimes called mercy killing. Generally helping someone
the life of someone who is unable to make such a decision for themselve
where it is believed they would wish this

+ resurrection — coming back to life after dying; Christians believe Jesus w

sanctity of life — a belief that life is sacred and/or special, implying that li

+ quality of life — how good one’s life is; some argue that if {ife is 'not wort
not preserving it

*

'4meone who does not believe in God or gods
o

¢ Big B®g - a rapid expansion of matter from a tiny central point, which s
beginning of the universe
commodity — something which has value; usually it can be bought and so
creation - a religious account of how the world and universe were made
dominion — control over something
humanist — someone who aims to live a good life, without belief in God ot
judge - [by God] evaluate someone’s actions and reward or punish approf:
literal — something exact and factual :
stewardship — a state of managing resources in a responsible way
symbolic — something which represents something else

L B SR R R K 2R N 4

Christian Teachings about the Origins of *.~ .n verse
Christianity, like many religions, has a Seend ‘0. < ovy. Christians

|

believe that God created the WEiik o 4 rdrasted it to humans.
The creaticgsliy \ Ly the bibllcal book of Genesis (at the o
beginning :Blble) states that before creation there was nothing but C

days, God c:eate'd everything — the universe and the world and the creat
humans). On the seventh day, God rested.

God also commanded the first man and woman (Adam and Eve) not to e
knowledge of good and evil. However, a serpent tempted woman to eat
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they lost their sense of innocence. God discovered their disobedience anc
of Eden, where they were living.

‘And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into on
land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the wate
together he called Seas. And God saw that it wrs good.” (Genesis 1

Note: Christianity shares the creat:or Al "nt wven in GeneSIS

with Judaism, but Jews may .2 nm .‘, st everythmg in the same

way as Christians. -
i) 3

Different (i /etanons

Christians mtekpre’t the creation story in different ways.

+ Some Christians believe that the biblical account is literally
true; that God did create the world in six days (resting on the
seventh).

+ Some Christians believe that the creation story is symbolic; that
God may be responsible for creation but that the Bible is not
necessarily scientifically accurate. Note: this does not mean
that they see the Bible as untrue, but rather that it holds
symbolic truth.

Scientific Explanations for the Origins of the Universe and Chr
The standard scientific view of the origin of the unive .+ s that the
universe began at the Big Bang - a raptd exp a3 vr‘ o ¢ miatter
from a tiny central point. . B }

Christians who believ. . i A | uiblical account of creation is
bct s Jentific views about the origins of the

universe. (g o olieve that the Big Bang did not happen, because it was ¢
and he did it as it is described in the Bible and not through a naturally occ
matter. This can create conflict between Christians who take the Bible lit
community.

However, many Christians believe that the biblical accounts of creation are
science of creation, and they have no problem believing that God may hav
starting the Big Bang, or using other scientific methods — some may see th
the development of the universe and life on Earth. Therefore, there is a m:
between such religious views and scientific views — compared to more
literal religious views. People can be both Christians and sc;entlsts
they can believe in God and science. '

In fact, the scientist who is credited s . . firs¢version of the Big

Bang theory was also a Caﬂ’ a4 pr 2L uéorges Lemaitre (1894-1966)
was the first parsc” 6(,.’6 that the universe had expanded and was
developec e aw (around two years before Edwin Hubble). In other
objects in s\& V_V,..».were apparently moving away from Earth, which suggeste
Lemaitre was partly responsible for the Catholic Church beginning to accej
world (still by God) rather than solely promoting a literal interpretation of :
who believe in the Big Bang are atheists, Lemaitre did not believe that the
between science and religion.
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Value of the Universe in Christian Teaching
Many Christians believe that the world is important because it was created
does the world provide conditions in which humans can live, it allows a g
many people believe it is beautiful.

Some Christians also feel awe and wonder when lookin~ at the natural wo:
throughout the Bible, including in the Psalms. 7% 2y = ay /eel that God's
of his creation. They may also feel th*’* tin ﬁx it of creation shows his

Christian Responses * i, ., ’ v ‘tnat the Universe Can be Used as a Cor::

DU naple will feel that humans are entitled to rule over t
because ht @:3 intelligent and/or powerful - they see it as a commot
may feel that humans have no more rights over the world than animals,

give humans special rights then humans are equal to other animals.

Many humans will feel that it is important to protect the world so that th
generations. Humanists may stress that looking after the world is impo
good which benefits everyone. This is in line with a possible interpretatio
God made creation and saw it as ‘good’ and gave it to humans, it is hum
that it is in the same state to pass on to the next generation.

Christians believe that God gave the world to humans; they rule it, or hav

‘God blessed them, and God said to them, ”Be fruitful an- multiply, and fill th
and have dominion over the fish of the seaand o7 ¢ 'rdq of the air and ot
that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See I Jw”e ¢ e i cvery plant yielding seea
earth, and every tree with qeed M o Yol Shall have them for food.”” (Ge:

- /_ - _,,,:'-"

Some Christizas b “ . A‘ r‘neans that the world is theirs, to exploit for
m and ‘control animals. In this sense, they see it as a co

Case Studv - C(imate Change Deniers
Some Christians deny climate change, which is not an uncommon posit
Christians in the United States, for example. To a certain extent it could
world as a commodity, and do not believe that humans using the world
because God gave humans dominion, as recorded in Genesis 1:28-29.
if humans use up the world’s resources and pollute it, God will renew t
at the end of this age (there is some teaching which implies this in the
the New Testament).

However, many Christians believe that dominion a'<c = 1es with great res
while God has given them authority over the "ait -/ < seen in Genesis 1 28
stewards of his creation; people \N’** Mmoocgent ‘and protect it.

y %fmdii/and put him in the garden of Eden fo till it and ke

Thmk of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of Go
(1 Corinthians 4:1 NRSV)
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They believe that Genesis 2:15 and other biblical passages imply
that humans must look after the world on God's behalf. Therefore,
Christians may believe it is important to take care of the world; not
to over-farm, or pollute; because it is humankind’s responsibility if
the world becomes uninhabitable (if it can no longer support life).
Some Christians believe that God will judge humankmd N how
well they have cared for his creation. e

Whether or not people feel itisimz 2 @@ © _ look after the world
will impact on whether thp Vi "d""" .eated appropnate!y This will
influence whik sp' st wiits and animals survive, the level of
pollution, g qle of damage which global warming causes
the world.

Quick Questions

26. Outline three Christian beliefs about the origin and value of the univ

27. Outline three reasons Christians may feel that the universe can be u
commodity.

28. Explain two Christian interpretations of the origin of the universe. Re
of wisdom and authority.
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Sanctity of Life

There are different views about whether life is sacred/holy, or particularly s

Keywords:

¢ sanctity of life — a belief that life is sacred/holy and/or special, implying

¢ sin—athought or action against God, which he ma . « J0se to punish

¢ soul —a complex concept, often thought to * ¢4 2rial and distinct from
physical body; an entity wh1ch oI o ‘; - agarte and contains their perso

Christian Teaching & . :..e Sancmv of Life

Some peo 1@9 E the sanctity of life - that life is sacred,

or very spe ea\ﬂ"‘“ usually involves the belief that life should be

protected. Itis often specifically applied to human life, and the

therefore implies that humans should never cause the deaths of 5

other humans. The sanctity of life is generally associated with religious p

people may use the phrase to indicate that they believe life is very importe

Christianity is seen to promote the sanctity of life, with regard to human lif
should not be destroyed.

Christians have different feelings about the sanctity of human life.
¢ Some feel that all human life always has sanctity — this should be resp:

criminals, during war, and in all other circumstances.
¢ Some feel that there are times when the sanctity of Iife should be over

o Some find abortion acceptable in some cnrc 1. [ances.
o Some feel that the death penalty for i = 1. mmals is acceptab
o Some feel that killing inw=s 5 ; - Jtaufe in some circumstance

o Some feel that euf' 4 @si.; acceptable in some circumstances
_"\ml agree with some of these points, but not ri

(Note: mzay t“* .
ag 1

To summa! eople who believe in the sanctity of life can still have a ra

will feel that it is wrong to kill in all circumstances, whereas others will acce
such as compassion or defence — they will still feel that life is sacred, but
lives should be destroyed for the greater good.

Why Human Life is Holy - How the Bible can be Interpreted fo :
An argument for the sanctity of human life (based on Christian belief) migk:
¢ God created life and gave it to humans

%  Human life is sacred because it is given by God

¢ Humans are created in the image of God
% Human life is sacred because it is created in God‘fs image

¢ Itis wrong to destroy what is sacred .
& Humans should not destroy hiir 3 |2 iu« any reason) — support
murder in the Ten Cou‘j“ AL ‘f‘,l s

,Jumcmkmd in his image, in the image of God he created
he created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

“You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13 NRSV)

Therefore, Christians who believe in the sanctity of life may believe that on
human life, and people who take human life sin against God (as seen abov
this to be true in different circumstances).
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To go into each point in more detail:

1) God created life and gave it to humans
% Human life is sacred because it is given by God

Genesis 1-3 clearly shows that God created life for kimans. It teach
saw the whole of his creation as good. Thera’s, > evi. rything which Gc
are set apart from animals, allowr—v4 1> ul cserthem and nature. In th
be superior to animals. It 1%t "x S AN that God did notJust create |

and to uestrby something which he values highly.

/ God blessed them, and God said to them, “‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth a
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good... (Genes

...the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his no
became a living being. (Genesis 2:7 NRSV)

\ The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all who live. {

The rest of the Bible also shows the importance of b ‘man life to Go
has a plan for humans. Human life has sar'f"v 7. a ‘(JECia| gift from G
seen as wrong because it can be <c= o o '

_aave for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare a:

For surc’h/ { feroge {4 ' :
\ i future with hope. (Jeremigh 29:11 NRSV)

2) Humans are created in the image of God
% Human life is sacred because it is created in God's image

This point is supported by the verses in Genesis 1 which claim that
humans were created in the image of God. Genesis 3 shows how
much more humans (compared to animals) are similar to God —
when they eat the forbidden fruit, they know good and evil, as
God does. The argument that human life has sanctity due to being
created in God's image can be split into two parts:

e Humans being made in God’s likeness meat . 5, it they are
special and different, and their life he s's. hed y because God
has set it apart from the r~ t 01 1  tion.

(This can be ilnkpj‘ m “orfeason for the sanctity of

damége God'’s likeness. Therefore, to destroy human life can be s¢
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It can also contribute further to the argument for not killing other hur:.
e if humans are created in God’s image, then they should not bec
doing something wrong, e.g. (unjustifiably) destroying somethin

KThen God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; ands
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattl>. md over all the wi
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 3{* (oo wm :’i fimankind in h

But the serpent said to the wed ‘) n (c'“tz not du’ fo; God knows that when you
T ve Jike God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:

3) Itis wrongv to destroy what is sacred 5
% Humans should not destroy human life (for any reason) — support
murder in the Ten Commandments

As highlighted in the two points above, Christians see it as wrong to d
sinning against God. The first murder was that of Abel by Cain in Gene
by God, who curses Cain. Murder is formally forbidden in the Ten Con
God gives to Moses for the Jewish people to live by. The Ten Commar:
Christians and Jews as 10 of the most important moral rules to keep
to murder is the first of five commandments forbidding human actio
deemed to be about general morality — the others are adultery, theft
coveting. Many believe that murder is the most ser'- 4s of these. If thie
human being can be seen as the worst de® >’ v wétaan against anothe
against God). .

-

Importance of Sar- 1 A “.uie for Christians Today
Sanctity o Lo 1 avdcular importance to many Christians today,
often due hportance in the Bible (as seen above). For many
they will never be in a situation where they are faced with a wish to
kill another human being, but this does not make the issue
irrelevant.

Many campaign against abortion and/or euthanasia, believing that no one
it is still a human life and/or that, regardless of suffering, humans do not
life or have it ended on their request. This is because they feel that life is st
glory to him, even if the individual is in pain.

Many Christians work for peace, aiming to end war, and feeling that, whate
their death should not be a necessary price to fix *‘*f‘ U Sci’s problems.
more opposed to the idea of the death pe-al 7 ef : agh many conservative

Sanctity of lifegs £ * L h0r8 of an issue in the modern world. Abortio
advanced ! \?ago e 1neans that there is the ability to keep many people
alive. Furth & \}anced weapons are able to kill many more people than v v
years ago — but also, with modern technology and advances, there is often
negotiate with opponents. There are also realistic options to imprison crim
them to death. These modern realities mean that there are still ways Christ
and their action — or inaction — can be very far-reaching. :
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Christians want to put Jesus’ teaching into practice — to love everyone, in
honouring the sanctity of the lives of others, and seeking to protect rath
important part of this process.

“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the le
(Matthew 7:1°2 0 5V)

“You shall love yovr - b .48 y‘éu;self. " (Matthew 22:3

a.es'and pray for those who persecute you...” (

e if1

‘I'say to you, Love

Jesus also ' #Bnstrated non-violence, even in the face of arrest and dea f
of not taking life. As Christians aim to follow his example as well as his teat

respecting the sanctity of life important for them.

“Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Je
And he touched his ear and healed him.” (Luke 22:50-51 NR

Quick Questions

29. Outline three issues for which sanctity of life is relevant, and why.

30. Outline three biblical teachings which suppo= e _iin sanctity of i

31. Explain two reasons why Chr’ . ieve in sanctity of life. Refe
of wisdom and authc * =~ .~
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Origins and Value of Human Life

There are different beliefs about the origins of human life held by the religj

Keywords:

¢ diocese —a group containing Christians/churches in a particular denomi
) :

by geographical area — each diocese has a bishor
¢  evolution - the widely accepted scientifi- t' em
adapted over time i P
¢ quality of life - how oc .1 Jne ; _;te-r"s; some argue that if life is “‘not wor

¢ - 1 sishop has a dioces
ﬂfa{ organisms such as ht

not preserving it ar
S Wiy ot clergy and often laity (non-clergy}), who are app

As seen in the section on Origins and Value of the Universe,
Christianity has a creation story. Indeed, there are actually two
different accounts in the book of Genesis about how God
created humans.

Genesis 1 states that God created humans after he had created
the universe and everything else. It says that he created them in
his image. ‘
Genesis 2 states that God made man, 2t~ o o az@d before he

made animals. Then God mad” .« | x"qnd t[r;en God made

br eath of sze and the man becmm a Izvmg bung (Geneszs 2

As seen in the section above on Sanctity of Life, human life has much value
that it is holy — for example, because it is created in God's image.

‘So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; mal
(Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

Different interpretations
Christians interpret the creation story in dlfferehf W

¢ Some Christians believe that the h bt~ 1o~ untis literally
true; that God did create b4« 2 ‘mey are, and in his
image. P e

¢ Some lia, © . ;-;I;éve that the creation story is symbolic;

~
G

. _jsﬁénsible for creating animals and humans,

but that-ne’may have set the process of evolution in

motion, and that the Bible is not necessarily scientifically

accurate. Note: this does not mean that they see the Bible

as untrue, but rather that it holds symbolic truth.

1o
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Scientific and Non-religious Explanations for the Origins of Hut
Responses
Science proposes that life was one result after the Big Bang. Evolution is .
theory which offers an explanation for the increasing complexity of life —
life. The idea is widely attributed to Charles Darwin, a scientist who noticec
related species. The theory of evolution by natural se'~.* 5n, formulated
advantageous genes are passed to offspring (' c< iu /,f%he' fittest membe
reproduce - ‘survival of the fittest') ar i~ . wesdime, species develop an
their environments, while tlﬂf i t e poorly adapted become extinct. 1
suggests that humee . ¢¢_nom apes, and were not created as they are

hu take the Bible literally and people who believe tha
ie orlglns of human life.

09 "
explanatiot g&xﬂ"‘

Christians who believe that the biblical account of creation is literally true
the origins of human life. They believe that the theory of evelution is incc
humans as they are, and that humans did not develop from animals.

However, many Christians believe that the biblical accounts of creation are
exactly as it took place. They have no problem believing that God may ha
evolution, and some may equate the six creating days as stages in the uni
development, including animal/human evolution. Christians may even bel:
even more creative and powerful — if God could engineer a process which -
humans in his image. Such Christians may have a better relationship wit

However, atheists who believe saentn‘lc acco! i 0 & vo.utlon do not beli
gods) who started this, and so thev w e ’;ree ‘with Christian and othe

In the twenty first cert &ias been an emphasis from many churche
should no "er Ly erlnary Christians as incompatible, although nat
creation/ev @co will never be compatible with atheist models of evoluti¢
of God.

One particularly important occurrence was the motion from the diocese
England to recognise and promote the compatibility of science and Christi
the origins of the universe and human life. The diocese presented a motior
encourage the synod to:

(a) affirm the compatibility of belief in God and an understanding of scienc
(b) urge the House of Bishops and all dioceses robustly to promote a bett
compatibility of science and Christian belief '

The motion was due to there being concerns i t,e Church that
science and Christianity were ofter_» 55 .« 41 ‘the media as
incompatible, and there w~. :’e‘ 58 that ordinary Christians were
unsure whe’rbﬂ“ tl’" : j;{;' u_ept bellef in science, such as the theory

could be conﬁgldent in believing in both Christianity and science.

1 https.//www.churchofengland.org/media/39118/gs1772a.pdf The specification refers to t
Diocesan Synod motions compatibility of science and Christian belief (Diocese of Manch
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The motion asserts that science is very important, and that Christianity has oft
science — for example, there are many organisations for Christian scientists, su

It makes the point that there have been previous scientific developments
such as the theory that the Earth orbits the Sun, rather than the other wa
around, which had originally been dismissed by the Chrictian community &
conflicting with religious belief — however, few CF .., i1s ~ould deny thi
now. The implication is that Chnstlans ch o 'd v ueny scientific

developments such as the thec . 1 . = Ldon either. They should not reac§
the Bible literally, but Vi, ivas symbohcally true — correct, but
compatibleg

It implies thm"Lhristlans should not ignore science, and should also mak
sure that they use accurate science; being aware that any science used to
evidence a claim that the world is less than 10,000 years old or that God
intervened in evolution (Intelligent Design) is scientifically questionable.

However, the motion also reacts against atheists who claim that science
accepting that Christians need to defend their religion against this, and als
science can explain everything, and does explain away God, which the mot

Within the Christian community which has supported motions such as th
that both science and religion are important, and that neither is irrelevan
questions — science answers questions of fact, and relioi(‘;ﬂ answers questic

Scientific and Non-religious Exphr 2 *o e iu(* the Ualue of Hum:

Responses
Science does not pec,« A 1y

‘u\?"ildé information about what is valuable; it

In evolutionaﬁ} terms, it could be argued that human life is valuable for prc
the species, and evolving to become stronger and fitter. In terms of prod
would agree that human life is valuable for reproduction — as God commat
many people, Christians and non-Christians, would want to deny the paral.
do not have children are not valuable. Further, Christians value all people
disabilities or diseases, though in scientific terms it is healthy and fit peo
and fit offspring, who are the most valuable.

‘God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the ea
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the aiv and o7er every living thing

(Genesis 122 < X0 V)

Science could also be used to 2 ya ', “iire is valuable if it produces hap
scientifically measure b 5 4 5 (O a certam extent — either by monitoring
responses 1};@ stk “avout well-being). Many philosophers who are not
suggesting Weghe value of life for human beings does lie in how much p

eéﬁ‘

Therefore, scientifically, people may assign human life value due to its qu
consider when evaluating quality of life. The quality of life refers to how
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life — for the person experiencing it. Many people in the modern, develope

of life, but there are reasons why people may not have good lives:

¢ Poverty or other circumstances may deprive them of necessities such «
meaning that life is very difficult.

¢ lliness or injury may reduce their quality of life:
% Mental illness (including depression), or some ip: urles may mea

normal cognitive function. d

Some illnesses or injuries leave nedp l'

other things in life. :

fliness or |nJurv o %V" ‘);O‘p’le mcapacrtated meaning they ¢

€5 (or do these easily).

= e types of coma may mean little or no quality of lif

{oz of pain, meaning

& & &

While many Chnsttans do feel that quality of life is important, many will nc
important than sanctity of life. While science does not provide any reasorg
would not agree that a life of better ‘quality’ is of more value to God - ratt
equal in this respect.

Extension: Some Christians also see women as inferior to men, and so m
they were created second in Genesis 2. Most modern Christians do not ag
atheists who believe in evolution would also disagree with the principle
would have evolved at the same time — especially humanists, who prom

Significance of Responses fo Scientific/Non-religious Explanat
Christian responses to scientific and non- religiouc 2 atlcns about the :
have different significance for dn‘ferent Chr st in< i Jay

. £ take a Ilteral interpretation of creati:

For Chnsttans who reject < )

For many Christians who see science and religion as compatible, this may i
their day-to-day lives, as it raises no conflict for them believing in creation:
how they interpret the Bible in other ways, as if they accept that it is scient
want to evaluate every passage to see if they believe it is literally or symbc¢

Such Christians will use Christianity or science as they see appropriate —
significantly applicable to moral questions, while using science for more
ways it could be viewed as significant that they feel that they do not hav

For some Christians who accept science and re"q o s ¢ »mpatible, this i
seek to engage in dialogue, both with at™« st vio ‘see the two as incomg
dismiss science. They want the'" N mtellectua!!y respected, a
they do notneed toch-z - » ,._..den Chns‘namty and science.

S ;ns"'i”'t is important to reject a shift in focus towards valui
than sanctity — this can be seen in the heated opposition of some Christia
euthanasia. They reject any approach towards ‘survival of the fittest’, seek;

‘Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the desti
needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” (Psalm 82:3-
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Quick Questions

32. Outline three reasons for valuing human life.

33. Outline three reasons why many Christians see science to be compa
Christianity.

34. Explain two ways in which Christians it-fe ’Jl’ ‘biical accounts of th

human life.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g
)

Education

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Area of Study 1 Sections 2 and 4 Page 45 of 89




Abortion

Keywords:

actions

X3

S

*

% ethical theory - something which suggests how na
right or wrong s

*  Humanae Vitae - an encyclical ab

person - in philosophy, a I

% situation ethics - ¢’ . .

% consequentialist - a type of cthical theory concerned with the morality of

Sy X i

e

e each situation

SR %hould act, and sug:

. i tance of life and not using
- sertain qualities, not always the sam
Ly which suggest decisions should evaluate

Abortion "Nature. Reasons, Aftitudes

Abortion involves ending a pregnancy and the life of a foetus.

abortion and different attitudes to abortion.

These are reasons why an abortion may be allowed in the UK:

There are

Reason

Examples

The woman's life
is in danger, or
her health is at
risk

Some pregnancies make a woman very ill,
such as ectopic pregnancies where the
foetus grows in the wrong place.

Alternatively, someone may have a medical
condition which needs treating, and the
foetus would be killed by, or needs tn al
removed for, the treatment, e« ~
chemotherapy for cans>

raising a c g
would be ! o)
difficult for W
woman to cope
with mentally or

The preghancy or | ¢, .

For people
abortion in

because a |
danger.

Some may
serious and

If the pregnar.. hr sosdlt of rape, the
WOoma:.. ‘n‘ 5, it very hard to carry her

Someone might have a mental illness, and

would be placed under great strain to go
through with a pregnancy.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

rape, or to
financial but:

I(Oohryrs;:icgj:ml}c/ Someone may have several children already | Others feel
and be unable to afford to raise another. unable to |
endanger the
wellbeing of N suppo.rted
existing children) In the case of a teenage pregnancy it mlght her child u
be seen that the woman could not cope with
pregnancy or raising a child. COPYRIGHT
Some peop
children int PROTECTED
low quality
and/or that
_» burden on
This could bz 5ia i be bom without
The foetus would Sy organ Tunct:onmg properly. Some peop fg
be born withg . B make this d
serious di: _+he foetus might have a genetic condition, disabled pe 09
such as Down's Syndrome. lives. EdUCOtiOﬂ
They might
and people
because th
them
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The UK Abortion Act 1967 allows for abortions in such
circumstances if two doctors agree that the conditions are met
and the abortion is carried in an approved medical facility. In the
case of mental or physical danger to the woman (or her children),
it is evaluated whether continuing the pregnancy or having an
abortion would be better or worse for the woman's (or by x
children’s) health.

Normally abortions are not allo e A Weeks into
_ed Iater in extreme

Some countries do not allow abortion for any reason. In the Republic of
a risk to the woman'’s life. Other countries allow abortion for different con:

Other reasons some people may want an abortion include:
¢ They do not want children, or do not want children now.
% Some people view abortion as an acceptable method of birth con
selfish and that such pregnancies should continue and the child s
¢ Some people wish to get abortions because they desire a baby of a
%  Many people feel that this is a bad reason to have an abortion a
able to choose to have children on the basis of their gender, or off
- Gender-motivated abortion may happen in any country, but é
laws ilmmng the number of Chl|d!’°f‘ - ale zan have, which {

@CQ t6 earn the family income), which has caused problems i r
Abortion is not permitted for either of these reasons under UK law.

Different attitudes to abortion have led to campaigns supporting and opp
to abortion laws are often debated — such as whether to reduce how far i
have an abortion.

Abortion carries less social stigma (negative public feeling) in the UK than
may wish to be private about abortions if they believe they will be judged

Christian Teachings and Non-religious Arguments Related to A
There are many different Christian teachings whic'. = L = used to argue f¢
varied non-religious arguments relatina *» 3k \rf .“(Note: There are man
used by both religious and non-+ . « . ‘w"'U_; ri;ec)plé' for or against abortion.)

Often ArgUZoels « - .Z .*-_ wle in favour of abortion are labelled ‘pro-choice
labelled ’p: 11&@,\ Tiese labels can be helpful for differentiation between ic
unhelpful a3 tion is a complex issue, and many people are not simply
You may wish to use these labels for the arguments below, but bear in m
area, and is not always black and white.
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Christian Teachings

Christians usually disapprove of abortion. The Bible tells Christians not to
abortion to be murder. Some Christians believe that a soul is presentin a
conception, which would mean that killing a foetus is spiritually equivalent
Catholic Church does not permit abortion (where an abortion procedure is
an abortion occurs as a side effect to other medical tre=t nent) in any circu

/ You shell ~ 7

(Exodus 20:13 NRSV)

k]

: 31/5?}57 inciples of a human and Christian doctr.

“Therefore ¥We base Our i
obliged onceguor:

.t the divect interruption of the generative process alre
1 therapeutic reasons, are to be absolutely excluded as lawful m

of chir Ny ,éOn the other hand, the Church does not consider at all illicit the use
necessary o cure bodily diseases, even if a foreseeable impediment to procreation shoui
K such impediment is not directly intended for any motive whatsoever.” (Humn

Did you know?
Humanae Vitae is a Catholic encyclical (open letter to bishops and the Catholic
that humans should not use any artificial means to stop sexual intercourse fron
contraception and abortion). This includes “therapeutic reasons” — for example,
However, this relates to direct abortion — abortion for the purpose of terminatir:
Church does allow medical treatment which might cause an abortion as an uni
removing a cancerous uterus which contained a foetus — this is completely acce
desired. (This means that while the Catholic Church is strictly ‘pro-life’, it still

However, some Christians, including more liberal = énts will accept (c
circumstances, such as if the mother's life i ir d- .yeror the pregnancy is

believe that the woman should »!. . 3 i tected and treated with love an

' L otliers as you would have them do fo you; for this is the lg
(Matthew 7:12 NRSV)

"“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”” (Matthew 22:39 i

Sanctity of Life

Many people, including Christians, who believe in sanctity of life also beli
This is because if human life is sacred and no humans should destroy hum
to embryos and foetuses, because these are still believed to be created in
life by God. Such arguments are also likely to oppose forms of emergency
extremely early termination of pregnancy, e.g. the morning after pill.

However, the sanctity of life could also be used to ara:> or !
abortion in the case that the woman's life is af:,;" ,jféuse the !
woman'’s life is sacred and should be ron tel.dnis argument !
would be particularly strong i e mat allowmg a !
I
I
:
|
|

pregnancy to continu? A d linedy result in the death of the
‘Q\ L “wécause in this case abortion WeuEd be

sanctity of a foetus’s life, they may then also start to accept k|II|ng disablec
etc. These Christians feel that it is important to defend the sanctity of all h
abortion is part of this.
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Quality of Life

Many people have used the concept of quality of life to argue for abort

people might use quality of life to argue for abortion in different scenari

¢ If afoetus is severely disabled and will not have a good quality of lif
it suffer.

% People might also argue that caring for a sever< 'y disabled child

family of the child, reducing their qua' % )

¢ Apregnancy due to rape, oronevh ! pi s extreme mental strain,

woman'’s quality of In‘e thr:, L i s kinder for her.

¢ Ifawomandoesn i . j_wqﬂuent financial and other resources to c.

| e é'world might severely diminish the quality of li

o "ren and new child).

& Sonte people also argue that a woman has a choice about what t¢
a child at that moment is not part of her plan then this will damag
the argument that a woman should have a choice about what to ¢
kept separate from arguments about quality of life.

Non-religious Arguments, Including Personhood

Non-religious people, such as atheists and humanists, are likely
to have varied personal opinions about abortion. Most will allow
it in the case of risk to the woman'’s life. Some will not see
abortion as comparable to killing a child or adult, and believe that
abortion is acceptable in any circumstance, where the woman
does not want to have a child. Many will disapprove nf * bortion
as a form of birth control but will accept a nurV“w eauons
such as mental burden for the womar . - So AAAAA Ay of the foetus,
as acceptable grounds for abo e

Some peo"' . f,;..'.u»-féllgious) have argued that abortion is
acceptable '_Se«va' foetus is not a person. They do not see
being a persun’as the same as being a human. They may believe
that a foetus becomes a person at the moment of birth, for
example.

of past and future. Foetuses, especially at early stages of
development, do not have such characteristics. Philosophically,
however, this argument could lead to a position that most 5
people would not support: newborn babies do not have many of ct
of these ‘personhood’ qualities either, and most peor‘"; ' 'ho DN
wish to argue for abortion to be allowed dop als 9 argue persoi
that it is acceptable to kill newborn by So «here one draws
the line regarding ‘whois a n2 sur.’ o ,npor’{ant

valuable than other human In‘e Much of the debate surrounding abortio
foetus is recognised as valuable in the same way as other human life or nc
point for anyone’s position on abortion.
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Further Considerations
Some people argue against abortion on the grounds that there are still
small physical risks (in developed countries; there may be larger risks in
less economically developed countries) associated with abortions, and
abortion could endanger the life of a woman. Furthermore, some
studies have shown that many people regret having ab~ tions, and
may experience mental pain and stress, even 2y y 1”'rs later. In such cas
sensible decision for a woman'’s healtl" '

However, it can be arat.
many disacgs '

eauc"““"“ ‘5

Applicatio ™t Ethlcal Theories and Christian Responses

Situation Ethics

Situation ethics is an ethical theory associated with many theologians
Joseph Fletcher. It promotes evaluating individual situations by what is
other laws, teachings or considerations. It is a consequentialist ethical th:
being loving consequences, rather than about what actions are carried out
does care that the intention is also for loving consequences. Loving conse
those which are best for the people involved.

Situation ethics could be used to argue for or against abortion. In favour
that it is loving to allow a woman to make choices about her body and her
physical or mental health if necessary, and not to nla.. . e burden of a chi
cope financially or mentally. It could be arcue +d ’f i certam medical cor
child is born with extremely low Qi ol () o /oW life expectancy, it is m¢
than to allow it to suffer. .- -

However, | ILOQ T ;rf'idh it can be argued that in almost all, if not all, c
foetus the L,e of life (this would not apply in cases where not abortin
the woman and the foetus — here situation ethics would always support ak:
that abortion is not actually loving to women (unless their health is in danc
mentally traumatic — more traumatic than going through with a pregnancy
adoption.

Overall, situation ethics is likely to promote abortion in case of danger to &
to argue for abortion in other situations, as being loving to the woman. Hc
consequence for the foetus, situation ethics can be used to argue strong
it always denies a human the chance of life.

Liberal Christians are likely to agree with situatior .* “:s seelng abortio
the case of danger to a woman'’s life, and v ot rw ,/"‘acceptable in other e
whlle seeing abortion as unlovir<. \ "ic 1aews, and so they dlsapprove f
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Utilitarianism

Utilitarianism is an ethical theory associated primarily with philosophe
Stuart Mill. It holds that an action should try to produce the greatest ha
of people — producing pleasure and not producing pain makes actions goc
consequentialist ethical theory as it cares about consequences — pleasure

In many ways, utilitarianism and situation eth-'< ate 4m .ar - what make
loving for them are often the same th'"f he - airboth be applied in sim:
Abortion will generally promat- e « . 'usure for the foetus (if future ple
it will depend on the i .4 i 2.ué8 whether or not it will produce more pl

on ! . ,08tus'’s future family). However, it depends grea
o

v BN into account.

Bentham's utilitarianism measures intensity, duration,
certainty, purity, richness, nearness and extent of pleasure and
pain. Abortion might not be intensely painful for a foetus, and
could be intensely painful for a woman, or reduce the
intensity of other pain (e.g. risk to her health). The pain from
an abortion might be long- or short-lasting for a woman, and
would cost a foetus the whole of their life — but they would
only experience pain for a short amount of time, if at all. An
abortion is almost certainly bad for a foetus, and may or may
not bring more pain than pleasure for the woman. Abortion is
not ‘pure’ as it brings suffering with any pleasure. Both # e
pain and pleasure from abortion may be ‘rich’ 7? A . on
means that foetuses cannot expenen(e 2 fi 8 pleasure, so this is ba
woman can experience much f o 2 - - sdre which she would lose if she
is immediate for a foe* 5 dstre may be immediate for a woman wh

People cé

a way of calwiatmg whether abortion is acceptable is complex, and not
on how each factor is weighted.

Mill's utilitarianism could be used to argue against abortion, at least in ma%
could be seen as producing 'lower pleasure’ — whereas bringing a new life
as bringing about ‘higher pleasure’ in allowing a new and intellectual life

Peter Singer is a modern utilitarian who has argued for abortion on the grt
valued in as much as they are persons, and does not believe that foetuse
person. However, his arguments can also be used to permit infanticide, a
conditions — e.g. severe Alzheimer’s (in certain circumstances) if this wo
satisfaction of preferences. (Singer has generallv b~ 5 reference ut|I|tar
should aim to fulfil preferences, rather th'u si ’1(“) afeate pleasure.)

Some Christians may aqren 1'1 i arian arguments that abortion is re
pleasure andgatif " v Lore pain, and that a woman's desire not to h
ho . ael However others will disregard any arguments base
sanctity asG@# more important. All Christians will disregard arguments t
be considered as they do not fulfil certain ‘personhood’ characteristics —
this argument (that certain other humans may be better off dead) as ewde
position to take. :
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Quick Questions

35. Outline three utilitarian reasons for allowing abortion.

36. Explain two reasons why some Christians do accept abortion in som
circumstances.

37. Explain two reasons why some Christians do nn{

=p’t abortion. Refe
of wisdom and authority.
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Life after Death

Christianity holds that there is an afterlife; good people / believers will g
non-believers will go to hell. For more detailed information about life afte:
to the Course Companion on Christian Beliefs and see the section on Chris
material will be recapped here for ease.

Keywords: -

evangelism — spreading *h ue < Lot ]esus and trying to convert peop

heaven —arealm 1 w s oo may go after death and reside with God
L people may go atter death, away from God

purgatory — a realm where people must make amends for their sins after d:
resurrection of the body - the belief that God will raise people’s bodies at :

* 6 & 6 6 o o

Christian Teachings and Beliefs that Support the Existence of :
Within Christianity, heaven is believed to be a realm where people will res:
believed to be a realm away from God, possibly involving pain and tortu
reinforced by the Bible, especially the New Testament.

‘Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven...” (Mattheu

‘Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul = jer fear him who ¢
hell gt {7 1.:28)

: entenng heaven Purgatory is not referenced
‘ec nes |ts exrstence and believes that itis referenced in tE

a realm for the punflcation of sins).

Vz

the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

{ “Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but wi

Not all Christians agree on how life after death works. Some believe that ¢
raise humans’ physical bodies at the end of time (resurrection of the bod:
Others believe that a spiritual part of a person, their soul, lives on after de:
goes straight to heaven/hell/purgatory (immortality of the soul). Some
Christians believe in both; that the soul will enter the o flife straight away
death, but that there will be a bodily resurrac’ on '~ weryone at Judgemj
the end of time. This is based on &' 4¢ . *terpretatlons of different Bibl
- the Catholtc Church doec : :wq 1 todiscount any teachlng, which is wh

his uozré and will come out — thosc who have done oood fo the resurrection of I
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnutlon (John 5:28-29 I

‘[Jesus] replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.””
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Further, Christians are reassured of their belief in life after death because t
from the dead — and was witnessed by his disciples — and then rose to hea

KBui fee said lo them, “Do nol be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who
he is not here...”... Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at
for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they hr? -~ believed those who

(A/Iu’/ff Tt 4 1iRSY)

‘When he had said this, as they wer- 7 “t 3 e was lifted up, and a cloud took hin
going and they were guzm“ L } lzeaven suddenly two men i white robes stc
Galilee, why do vz 2 e oc A8 up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been take
wen the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”” (Acts 1:¢

Ephesians 2:1-10 teaches Christians that there will be life after death.

It emphasises that sinning is death, and Christians now have new
spiritual life, as well as having eternal life after death. It teaches that
God has granted this life by his grace, and not through anything
humans did to deserve it. It talks of future ages (it is implied that

these are after death) where God will continue to be good to humanity.

—_——— o ———

‘But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even w
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by grace you have been saved — and ri
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might st

grace in kindness towards us in Christ Irsus.” (Ephesians 2:4-

Christian Arsuments for 3. «' = Jeath
There are many differ’% 3 il arguments for life after death:

WrDes and the Paranormal
While science‘browdes no evidence for life after death, some Christians ar¢
something beyond this life. Some people claim to remember past lives — a
reincarnated. There are also many reports of paranormal phenomena, suct:
(and represent the souls of the dead) then they are somehow alive after d

‘And he said, ”Consult a spirit for me, and bring up for me the one whom I name to y
“I see a divine being coming up out of the ground.” He said to her, “What is his appe:;
is coming up; he is wrapped in a robe.” So Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bou
and did obeisance. Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me

(1 Samuel 28:8, 13-15 NRSV)

Logic and Reward
Christians could also argue the . 5 , >~ se-cannot fully explain consciousn
because part of a hur“' 3 ' ik _éetial and not explainable by science. If th
: Lar part of a person (the soul} to live on after the

For those wtio belleve in God, life after death is logical, so that God can ju
fully meet him.
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Christians recognise that the world is unfair — that many ‘good’ people are:
and many 'bad’ people are not punished. Life after death allows a mechan:
appropriate reward and punishment (see the parable of the sheep and the

Comfort and Meeting Loved Ones who Have Passed On

Life after death can also comfort Christians, as they beli~ e that
death is not the end. It also comforts them to kol sy na. they will
meet those they love who have prevm' ie '8 belief can
reassure Christians when thev | i~ Au OF famlly member, as
they belleve that they \ 'ﬂ rae *n"‘agaln They believe that it would be lo:
& .others.

—_——— e ———

‘. As for yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in peace; you shall be burie
(Genesis 15:15 NRSV) - God speaking to Abraham

Significance of Belief in Life affer Death for Christians
Belief in life after death is significant for Christians in that it
motivates them to live good lives, as many believe that their
actions on Earth will influence whether they go to heaven,
purgatory, or hell in the afterlife.

“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I'was T f'ry
and you gave me food, [ was thirsty and you gave rosm ; mg fo

drink, I was a stranger and 1/ou el en
(Matthew 25 ?4 R 1

For some, n 2 drter death encourages them to evangelise
others, as t. ié hant them to experience both a relationship with
God and heaven. Some Christians believe that only Christians can
go to heaven, because Jesus said that he was the way to God,
though others just believe that people can only know God as ‘Father’ thr.
in others ways, and gain entry to heaven.

‘Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one come
through me.”” (John 14:6 NRSV)

Christians believe that Jesus died to save them, and to brmg them eternal |
in influencing them to live life to the full, and not wer g about death or
because of Jesus' sacrifice for them. 4

‘Do 1ot let jom hearts be * .- | Tebein God believe also in me. In my Father
fd ciave told 1/ou that go to p1 epare a place for you? An

However, some people — for instance, some groups of Christian monks —
significant that they have tried to isolate themselves from normal human [i
desires, as they value the afterlife much more than human life, and want
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The type of belief in life after death Christians hold can also be significan
and Roman Catholic Christians pray to the saints, believing that they are
and can pass on their prayers to God, or bless them. Catholics may pray fo:
believing that this will help them in purgatory. Belief in life after death ca
for the freatment of their body after death.

The Orthodox Church teaches that Christians ri- o g,};zﬁufied, because of
of the body. The Catholic Church has =It ~ ra i 54l preferred this. Ho
Protestants are cremated, as th- 1 .+ Leiief in immortality of the so
burying their body is n7 2 s v

SR,
)
L

30>

Quick Qué

38. Outline fhree Christian arguments for belief in life after death.
39. Outline three places where Christians may believe they could go aft

40. Explain two reasons why belief in life after death is important to Chr
a source of wisdom and authority.
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Non-religious Arguments against Life after Death

Non-religious people argue against life after death; they claim that it is n
are mistaken in believing in it. (Here, ‘'non-religious people’ refers to thos
as ‘spiritual’ in any way.)

Examples of Non-religious Arguments ~=i i ;- h.e after Deat
Below are some example argument< Vgl 10. .eltgtous people use to dis;
death. o

A Source 2o WIS
Many non-’ w‘ #us people argue that religious people believe in life afte
source of comfort. Believing in life after death comforts people when the
because they believe that they are / will be in a better place, or that they
when thinking about their own death, as they believe this will not be the

As death is something which is commonly feared, it makes sense for hum
soften the blow and to see death as a gateway to a new life. However, ju
desired by many, does not mean that it is real. Because it is so desirable,
human invention and dream, rather than being a reality.

Social Control

Further, some non-religious people have argued that religion in general is
and that this is actually damaging. The soc&ologlst Vo1 Xe ‘gx is famous for
"opium of the people’ He believed that thﬂ ic! ",,,Jnng classes encoura

If life after death is not real, as non-religious people would argue, then b
damaging — people should stop being comforted by belief in life after de
lives on Earth worth living. If they put up with disappointing lives in the h
punishment (after death) which will never come, then this is their loss.

Lack of Evidence
As people do not come back from death — certainly after long periods of
time, even if doctors can revive people whose hearts have stopped — the
no evidence for life after death. No one can say for 2. 1 that they have
been dead, experienced the afterlife, and ther <« m 0 ack to tell the tale.

Those who have had near-deat'. < 1 - “Aces and report being in the afte
briefly can be dismiss2: e /. wmatmg and many people are sceptical
ghosts. WF' SU 1 _.uns have been reported in some religions e.g. Je
resurrectio! @;f:u“ Iong ago and alternative explanations range from
Jesus not being dead in the first place, to his disciples creating the story
his resurrection.

Because of lack of scientific evidence proving life after death, many non-re:
religious people are justified in believing in it.
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Fraudulent Accounts
While some see claims of life after death as mistakes; mistaken belief in reE
natural phenomena as experiences of the afterlife or ghosts, others see ma
after death as being deliberately fabricated.

As dealt with above, one explanation for Jesus rising frc- : the dead is th
Many reported sightings of ghosts have been = /e : ‘0 e hoaxes. Som
to have experienced the afterlife have ‘*a( _withdrawn. For example, :
The Boy Who Came Back Frﬂ'r ,,e i ,ater claimed that he had made ug
heaven while ina con ¢~ :

- W
Because so Lounts of life after death have been disproven, or peopl

reinforces the‘arguments of the non-religious that there is no life after deaE

Christian Responses to Non-religious Arguments against Life &
Christians can respond that just because life after death is a source of |
comfort and can be used as social control, this does not mean that it is
notreal. Many things which are comforting are believed to be real -

most people (in normal circumstances) do not suggest that a belief that
friends or relatives love you is illusionary because it is comforting. Many
real things — such as promises of promotion — are used to manipulate
people into compliance {control) — but sometimes the promotion is give

Also, Christians can respond that the argument th=* - -, 1se one case is fz
Many humans are occasionally, or frequen“y, 1|<~ - _&st, but no one move:

everything which everyone says s nown from experience that
of an acadent you will o~ orog dé’fatls you wﬂl get embellishments, g

Regarding fack of evidence, Christians will argue that there /s evidence fo
the reports recorded in the Bible of people being raised from the dead, in¢
in the afterlife, and then returned to tell the tale. 1 Peter 3:18-22 talks abot
he was made alive, and that he now resides in the spiritual realm of heaver

‘He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit...the resurre
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorii
subject to him.” (1 Peter 3:18, 21-22 NRSV)

Christians also believe Jesus’ teaching that there will * - ‘e after death —
them (John 14:2); that people will be with hxrr i g w,mse (Luke 23:43); anc
from their graves {(John 5: 28—29) o
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/ ““In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place fc

and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you knou.
going.”” (John 14:2-4 NRSV) '

[to the thief on the cross] " Truly I tell you, todmy vou will be with "
(Luke 23~ 1. XSV)

"“Do not be astonished at this; ©.. . - o1, ,.d'c'ci?;zing when all who are in
a2 2 oud come out...”" (John 5:28-29 NRS

%

O
For Christig ,3 Bible, the word of God, is enough evidence for there be

Quick Questions

41. Outline three non-religious arguments against belief in life after dea

42. Outline three Christian responses to these arguments against belief in
death.

43. Explain two reasons why non-religious arguments against life after de
affect many Christians’ faith.
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Euthanasia

Nature of Euthanasia
Euthanasia, also known as mercy killing, is helping someone to die, or e
they wish this to be the case, or because it is believed that they would wi

Some people believe that there are some situz’ 'z is 4'jf:§‘NI‘.~ECh allowing so
compassionate thing to do. Thismay |~ ";a; .4 they are in great pain,
to do anything for themselves .or r ....ic&, if they are paralysed, or for o

522

—le ai afises when someone is unable to end their own
LI . . gy .

therefore, \\eg@nelp in order to die. Normally, killing someone is classe
believe that euthanasia is different because it is in the best interests of th

Killing anyone for any reason, including euthanasia, is currently illegal in
debated. However, some countries such as Switzerland allow it in some
from the UK have travelled there for this purpose.

Types of Euthanasia and Associated Concepts
(When they may be carried out)

Assisted suicide This is where someone wants to die
their own. They might get a friend t
so that they can tak-: an overdose.
voluntarv e . : Ja ‘a

-

Y L here someone asks to die, b
© hemselves, possibly because they ar
someone might ask a friend or medi

Voluntary euthanasia

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

o SR
W% uthanasia This is where someone is unable to

are in a coma, but it is felt that they
wish to die. Friends and family mig

prolong this person’s life, and ask m

Involuntary euthanasia This is where people are killed again
believes it would be better if they w
the Nazis. Most people view this as

(How they may be carried out)

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Active euthanasia This is where someone actually kills
possibly by admini~’ 2ring a poison.

many coutr es -

Passive euthanasia s AL _hete life support is removed
"~ «lf'a person in a normal state, or kill
giving a poison. However, breathin
equipment may be removed, medici
and water may be withheld. This is |
UK, though there may be legal grey
acceptable to withhold food and tre

'9

)

Education
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Double-effect This is sometimes associated with eut.
for a doctor to prescribe a high dosag
painkillers to a patient. These may ea
may also have the additional effect o
life. So medicines which are used to t
responsible for killir 3 them.

Do Not Resuscitate orders (DNR) This is w! ené‘ifﬁ ;eone who is serious
i K ioctors not to save their life; f¢
1eart attack or stroke.

Changing ziagon. ,uthanaSIa are influencing legal decisions. Many peoy
where they \§ ’Eo die, but do not wish to see friends or relatives imprisor:
It is quite posable that laws regarding euthanasia will continue to chang
euthanasia could be tightened, or active euthanasia could become leg

Arguments for and against Euthanasia

Arguments sometimes given in favour of euthanasia:

(Not all are relevant to both voluntary and non-voluntary)

¢ People deserve dignity; if their life is not dignified, they
should be allowed to end it, or others should be allowed
to end it on their behalf.

¢ People deserve quality of life; if they do not believe
that their life is worth living, they should not be made to
endure life because they are told they have tc 5

People have a right fo die; people shm 'd 55 =

a0

Arguments sometimes given in opposition to euthanasia:

¢ Sanctity of life — all life is sacred and humans do not have a right to
the life of another for any reason.

¢ Euthanasia is murder — it is wrong to kill someone.

¢ Thereis a problem with conscience — it is wrong to expect someone tc
another, especially medical professionals who have sworn to protect

¢ Itis a slippery slope — if euthanasia becomes legal this will make it easi
relatives murdered and it will make disabled and old people feel like t:
are a burden.

¢ Some people might recover it is pOSSIble thow ;

someone might recover from an l“"\ Sow e

doctors thought was termi~ . ¢ *h ia treatment or

cure might be four 4 v ich could help the
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Christian Teachings about and Responses to Euthanasia
Many Christians oppose euthanasia, because they believe in sanctity of Ii
murder is wrong, and that euthanasia is murder. Even if someone is in pai:
make them any less the image of God and something sacred. :

Some believe that they are called by God to protec‘{ thes 2 who are sufferin
that Christians should protect, rather than har~ . 4 : “in aeed. The Catho
opposed to euthanasia. However, it oy ce e 3ufﬁanaya via double eff:
killing drugs to ease their pam i e also happen to shorten their lif
accept this as the mo* -.a .+ =, .elleve pain was pure. Note: many of thes
U asia. Some forms of passive euthanasia — such a
‘=one who has been declared brain-dead is switched off

machine fCYe
acceptabte‘

“You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13 NRSV)

“.... if you hold back from rescuing those taken away to death, those who
slaughter... Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it? And will hy
to their deeds?” (Proverbs 24:11-12 NRSV)

However, some other Christians believe that euthanasia should be allowed
because it is cruel to let people suffer unnecessarily. They believe that Jest
and that in some situations, the most loving thing to do is to allow someo:
Christians may still believe in the sanctity of life, they o feel that someot
of life to God, and that aliowmg someone the w.¢ ‘m 5f yeath when they |

“ Ehcﬁ'i Z&;e your neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39

@,@
[nterpretatiths of Job 2:1-10

The Book of Job in the Old Testament is also used to support the
popular Christian view that suffering can be sent to test humans,
including those who suffer physically and those who suffer mentally
watching others suffer. Throughout the book, God allows Satan to test
Job through hurting those around him and destroying his possessions,
and also by making him suffer physically. In Job 2:1-10, God notes to Satai
though his property has been stolen and his children have died). Satan tell
he hurts Job physically (previously he had not been harmed directly). Go
long as he does not kill him — and Satan covers Job in sores. Even thoug
should curse God, Job will not. Job says that they ha»z . en blessed by
accept the blessing without also accepting ha‘zasl o

4,.....-‘

“Thein Satan answered Hfr A for ‘skin! Al that people have they will gwe fe
your hand nogg anﬂ fvwe and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.”
L:Gd and not receive the bad?” In all this Job did not sin with

Many Christians feel that this passage shows that there is a meaning to s
example, does not despair when he is in physical pain, but continues to be
Christians interpret this passage to mean that Christians should never giv
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they must go through. At the end of the Book of Job, Job is rewarded for €
many Christians believe that they will be rewarded in heaven.

On the other hand, the Book of Job shows it to be significant that Job do

does not curse God, even if he may be internally angry with him. The Jewis
with actions and words, more so than thoughts. Howeva: Jesus taught the
could be as sinful as committing the action. Fur”* Lt _the New Testam.
not test someone more than they can er e, {jj “nout prowdmg them aw

-

But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already commi
(Matthew 5:28 NRSV)

‘No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he
your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that y
(1 Corinthians 10:13 NRSV)

There are also different ways of interpreting the exchange between Job a
"...Curse God, and die' (Job 2:9 NRSV), which Job rebukes, and he calls her
wife implies that if Job does curse God, then God will strike Job down. H
interpretation is that Job should curse God and aﬁ”' J fto insult, by dy

Altematives%o Euthanasia

Many Christians feel that hospices are a better alternative than euthanas

or in pain. Hospices are places which care for the terminally ill and serious!:
attempt to make them comfortable, and often provide them with spiritu
visiting clergy. These Christians argue that those who are at the end of th
shown that they are still valued and given appropriate care — and that thi
than helping to end their lives.

However, while all Christians support hospices for those who want them,
there are some conditions which are unbearable ~ some seople cannot fi
even if they are not in pain, they may not be able « “aa the kind of life
euthanasia is a necessary compassrom+C > ti. ~especially for those wh
unbearable to them, but which.... 1 - m_“,..uually Kill them, meaning they mé
miserable life. . -
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Non-religious Arguments about Euthanasia
Non-religious people, such as atheists and humanists, have different views a
feel that it is wrong to kill others, or worry that allowing euthanasia is a slippe:
humanists, believe that allowing people to die treats them with respect and af
the legalisation of euthanasia. They may use any of the arguments for or ag

Christians and non-religious people may have v in .1
likely to differ is their reasoning behmd __iev.. rion-religious people h
euthanasia because of the sar‘ff 9 c gy orbecause suﬁermg could be a te

/

i 1};9 E ,Aig‘af’:’fheories and Christian
,:5

Responsetg

Situation Ethics

Situation Ethics is likely to support euthanasia if it is seen
as the most loving thing for the people involved. Generally
people will only be considering euthanasia if it is believed
to be the most loving thing for the person who is going to
die, and often it will also be loving for their friends and
family, as they no longer have to watch their loved one
suffer.

Active eu

Situation ethics does not have to consider arguments against euthanasia
life, or prohibitions of murder, as these do not relate 10, }‘we consequenc

e

It is possible that situation ethics coulfJ Bi sesad argue against euthan
not be loving, for any reason Ceadty . tiics would certainly condemn inw
might argue agamsf e e o\mere there is a chance of recovery, if it
allow currcgt#Sn - nope of a happier future. It would have to be care
allowing a ,‘jlar case of euthanasia, based on the diagnosis and the g¢
likely to fead to a slippery slope or not. Most people who would use situat:
argue against euthanasia on these grounds, as the slippery slope is often ¢
such cases. However, if allowing one compassionate death would lead to r:

loving, then this might mean someone applying situation ethics would arg

Christians who see compassion and love for others as their priorities are ik
ethics on euthanasia. Those who feel they should follow biblical teaching v
euthanasia — for example, the Ten Commandments, and perhaps Job — wo:
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Utilitarianism
Utilitarianism, like situation ethics, is likely to argue in favour of euthanz
spare the person dying, and their loved ones, pain, but this would also fr
used elsewhere to create more pleasure.
Act utilit;
As with situation ethics, if it was believed that allowina . 5
euthanasia would create a slippery slope, wher~ reu - R ere
killed against their will, or worried that *t sk "not be
taking up resources, then utilit™2a 1 > aght argue against
4, wcould cause more pain than

Act utilitarians would be more likely to argue for euthanasia —
seeing it as preventing pain in a particular situation — whereas
rule utilitarians might be more inclined to argue against it if
they thought a society which allowed euthanasia as a rule
would cause more pain, e.g. old people worrying about being
killed. It could also be factored into this, that it might cause S
doctors / medical professionals pain to have to carry out euthanasia, and
less people wanted to be doctors, or doctors felt less pleasure, then rule u:
fewer for this reason — if they felt that other pain within society would ou
wishing to die.

a rule, bri

(The situation ethicist might agree with this rule utilitaria : conclusion, or
even if all doctors felt slightly less happy becatice a. ‘;ffcc ried out euthana
for the sake of being compassionate to. t* - e “ffo ifave an extremely low ¢
Some Christians are fik- 'y <5 - ymipathetic to, and consider, utilitarian ar:
will argue ‘g o i gl should / should not be carried out based on wh:
always the @CQ what will cause the most pain or pleasure balanced a

Quick Questions

44. Outline three types of euthanasia.
45. Outline three arguments against euthanasia.

46. Explain two reasons why some Christians accept euthanasia in some ¢
Refer to a source of wisdom and authority. '
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[ssues in the Natural World

The world has been used in many ways, and also damaged. Christians mus
natural world.

Keywords: .
¢ animal experimentation — using animals to * .t ‘h jfcaa, or medicines to s

before using them on humans, or u¢'». » i1, 211 other tesearch to learn th
¢ cloning — creating 1dent1ca’ Gt “ e lstmg animals (or other things like
. genehc modificati- . - -y an animal’s genes to produce a difference
i o DA pre]udlce and discrimination in favour of one’s spe

Threats to 'thel World and Christian Responses

Pollution and Global Warming
Pollution, causing an undesirable change in the environment, is a problem

1. Arrise in greenhouse gases (such as carbon dioxide/CO; and meth
global warming, which has contributed to climate change.
Human activity, including burning fossil fuels for energy/power (incluc
and factories); deforestation (removing trees, which absorb CO,); and
have contributed to a build-up of gases in the Earth’s atmosphere whi
climate. The gases can be thought to provide a kind of blanket aroun
in average temperature (though some areas will exn-rience a drop in
is generally upsetting the balance of conditic ... ¢ E »rth, which can h:
various areas of the ecosystem, and 5+ | ac polar ice melting, mea

flooding. Thiscanmeand-=.< 'r | ,,urfermg for humans and animal
certain speciesof pls < : -

Chemicals have infected air, water and
the ozone layer, kills animals, and redu
humans who come into contact with pc
Pollution, including emissions from factori
caused contamination in the world, which
animals and humans and destroy plant-lif
. emissions have created in the ozone layer
Air pollution from a power an increased risk of skin cancer and other
station balance of conditions on Earth.

3. Littering and rubbish create hazards for animals.
Many people, including politicians, are concerned . but pollution lev
initiatives which aim to cut pollu’aon Po<f,.lﬁ Itiuns include:

. .{. o

¢ Finding ways to use fewer re-.:«  s\v.luch damage the environm

¢ Using renewable enaryyie . i LS, ;,"and safer chemicals, which do n
are less harrf /. /i %) “fvironment

¢ P L TOAY ees to absorb carbon dioxide {CO2)

Some Christians and humanists believe it is their responsibility to try to re
and animals will have a better world to live in now, and so that their childr
with pollution and global warming for Christians is that they often affect tt
disadvantaged the most. When pollution causes diseases, it is those who ¢
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suffer. When global warming contributes to climate change and natural
the most suffering and loss of life will be to those who are not well off anc
rebuild afterwards.

Natural resources
Humans have used many natural resources; they grow . W
crops for food; use other natural materials to ¢ e mL; people have
(e.g. cotton is used for clothing and won v 7 paper} abused
as well as using resources such .. ; ‘- ad 6il for fuel. people’s

because God~ gave them the world, or because resources
are there and should be used.

Use of fossil fuels
Many resources which humans use for fuel are ‘fossil fuels’, fuels whick
from decomposed matter. Coal and oil are examples of these. Usin
for a number of reasons. Because these fuels formed over many yea
up, they will be gone — humans are using them much faster than new
Furthermore, fossil fuels contain much carbon, and some contain othe
chemicals, and releasing these into the atmosphere an contribute t

o

2. Overuse of land and animal resett 3 w
Much land has also been ¢ v £ “ c and creatures have been over
land has been oversid iy “.is’can mean that it is no longer usable t
resultizg o ba ! - _.omic situations for farmers and farge areas of w
over-f! :thls can badly affect the environment. Forests may be cut
for farming, and the large amount of cows farmed has contributed to
(produced by cows), which contributes to global warming. Where to
hunted/caught from the natural environment, such as in the case of s
decrease in the number of certain species, and in some cases can lea

and even becoming extinct.

Some Christians feel that using natural resources in such ways is a misus
is God's and should be protected and cared for. Some Christians, people ¢
religious people feel that this is very bad stewardship/management, beca
world, abusing the environment may mean that there W:II be fewer resourc
future. ‘

Not everyone believes that human< F v . mayed the environment as mu
the case (see the box on rli" : er LAye Deniers in the section on Origi
However, few neon'> 1 " /e wat producmg high levels of pollution is a
people set 'll ":1(, yasa ‘necessary evil’, as much pollution is caused by

and transpX&@#d the meat market — it is a means to an end. Many peopl
convenient transport technology, cheap products and steak, among oth

3
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Stewardship
As mentioned in the section on Origins and Value of the Universe, stewar¢
Christians. Most Christians feel that humans are supposed to protect the w
animals. They should also protect their fellow humans, and not do anyth

Pollution, global warming and use of natural resources 2 2 such tricky iss
actions such as littering, the actions of one persoy AT >t seem harmfu
extreme pollution, global Warmmg, or the = " afutal resources. Rath
combination of everyone 's acti S

basic terms. it is harder to apply sin’ to larger issues contrtbuted to by eve
try to do this. One approach to Christianity, liberation theology, developecg
middle of the twentieth century, and arose in response to the political and
people. While liberation theology did not deal with issues such as pollutiof

structural sin — wrong done by establishments, and society, for example, by
oppression. The Catholic Church has argued that sin belongs to |nd|V|duaI*;
however, seeing pollution or abuse of natural resources as structural sin m
responsibility for the part they have played in not being good stewards o
to make changes to their lives to reduce their damage to the environment,
others.

Christianity took part in the Declarations on Nature in As isi in 1986.
This was when leaders from Christianity, Islam ,_"1 Ja E’f‘ i iinduism and
Buddhism met to talk about the envircni = 3t -~ i «ieir faiths, and

work out how they could work .. 3 ’** ) protect the p!anet The talks

Conservatioli m' t995 (This is an organisation which helps religions to
set up plans for conservation.)

The Christian Declaration on Nature was made by Father Lanfranco
Serrini, a Franciscan monk (a Catholic who dedicated his life to God,
and followed the teaching of St Francis of Assisi) who also helped to
bring Christianity back to Eastern Europe after communism.

In the Declaration he makes it clear that creation belongs to God, and that
over it (dominion), it must look after it (stewardship). He claims that God ¢
it to be, and this should not be ignored for human q—ﬂf*;_

“The Fathers of the Clhurch undemtoc‘” iy rvel of man's dual citizenship and

him. .. because of the respors 7 W ﬂow from his dual citizenship, man's d
licevioe . .;puzl squander or destroy what Ged has made to m
‘ {The Christian Declaration on Nature, Assisi 1986

He claims that UﬂJUStlfled damage to nature is wrong, and part of humanit.
against Christians believing that God will just come to repair the world, an:
preserving it. '
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He speaks about St Francis, and how he saw God in nature,
and so treated nature with respect, as playing the part God
wants it to. He argues that Christians should do nothing which
is not for the benefit of nature and humanity, as St Francis
tried to do.

However, he includes positives about humanit\{“:}.’ W };mgi..that with God's F

In order to combat issues in thf T ", 5l yorid, some of his guidance for
e Not using techno'r A .j_f_ .was not renewable and only damaged th:

. m‘éfwar, and any similarly destructive activity which da

e Not greedlly using resources beyond what is necessary.

e Not urbanising (developing rural areas for cities and industry) witho

e Not acting in the present without concern for the future.

e Discussion between all Christian denominations about what science c&
taking the environment into account.

e Doing the right thing — not abusing the world for personal gain.

e  Working with others, for the good of all.

Father Lanfranco Serrini points out that damaging the environment is not ¢
humans personally, as such actions disrespect themselves, as created in th.

While Christians may not be able, on their own fr > fb. * pollution, gIoba

different ways, u%cludmg animal experlmentatlon as a food source, and f:

Animal Experimentation
Animal experimentation can take many forms of testing or research. Tes
products on animals before testing them on humans in order to spot ha

Scientists have also cloned animals, and used them for genetic modificat
copies of existing cells/organisms, has been used, for example, for medic
replicate stem cells (unspecialised cells) or other cells, they may be able t
on, or use healthy cells to replace diseased ones. Scientists might genetice
can study the effects of changing or adding genes to A= srganism.

Negative views on animal testing, the ave il b " o altematlves and situat
produced misleading results, h~ . « . t .egula‘uons on animal testing t
used and the harm cau-2> - &« 0 ndls Cosmetlc testing on animals is curr:

W vw‘f‘h:icﬂfchemicals have harmed humans where they hav

I \ﬁ&(\o“ 3

led to legisie®5n to make sure that products are tested properly, which oft

Some of those who object to animal testing have clashed with those who t
animal testing, sometimes resulting in threats, or actual violence.
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There are a variety of responses to animal experimentation:

No animal experimentation is fair; Q
animals have a right not to be
experimented on by humans. Humans
should do research in other ways,
including using voluntary humans. it 7 ;e are more important
Furthermore, animal researchisnot .+~ wlan animais, and if we can
always helpful, as animals -7 esp
in different waystoh . a1

Animal experimentation is
fully acceptable (if it has a
purpose and is not

unpec. §iy cruel);

1“81Cally

help humans by using
animals then this should be
done.

Animal experimentation for important medicines or anything which is likely to
improve human lives is acceptable, but cosmetics testing is not, because cosmeti

Animal experimentation which has a low risk of harming animals is acceptable
more acceptable where it aims to minimise pain to animals involved.

Animal experimentation is acceptable if it is kept to a minimum; as few animals
desired results and humans are used where possible.

Christian Responses to Ahimal Experimentation

Some Christians do not view animal expenmer ‘3 0. tegatively.

They may view it as fully acceptable, czh 't new that it is
acceptable in some urcumsT:r 7eq & list above). They may
believe that it is bettez s f-ammals if they believe that

e nant than animals because they have

‘So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created the
created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

However, others believe that animal experimentation is not acceptable, o
to a bare minimum. They may believe that it is unfair and unloving to tre
taught that people should treat others as they themselves would want to
apply this to animals as well.

[ "In everything do to others as you would have " do toyou...” (Matt

Actlwty

dal response to animal experimentation, bea
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The Use of Animals for Food

All countries in the world use animals in food, though there
are some countries and religions which view meat-eating
less favourably than others. There are many vegetarians
(people who do not eat meat), and also vegans {people who
do not eat meat, or animal produce; which primarily me= as
milk and eggs, but also includes honey, or any aaes g s
of animal produce). Some relrglons seelo= b= uism,
Buddhism and Sikhism, may ey 1 {" ‘levels of vegetarianism, and infre
to a world-average. '

9
Christian ¢ z&zﬁi ) ses to the Use of Animals for Food
Many Christians believe that it is acceptable to eat meat and other anima
humans are different from animals, and many believe that they are more
because Genesis says that, unlike animals, humans were created in God's it

Furthermore, many people in the Old Testament of the Bible were farme
gave the Jewish people commandments about animals which they could e
animals and combinations of animal produce which Jews do not eat (if the
which are often for reasons of religious cleanliness.)

...From among all the land animals, these are the creatures that you may ¢
has divided hoofs and is cleft-footed and chews the cud — such you may eat.” (L

o

Most Christians do not follow rules whrcb fwrl 1d "‘ v from eating certai

combinations of animal produce f..{ “iraovara

¢ Peterhad avisionin:.' t _
: S omoaac gentrles (non-Jews) were no longer unclea

om God to eat other animals.

to foilow Jewrsh dietary laws for cleanliness.
¢ Many gentiles (non-Jews) became Christians in the early Church, and
that they need not follow Jewish dietary laws, but should not eat ani

“Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no me;
anything that is profane or unclean.” The voice said to him again, a second time, “VWhu
not call profane.”” (Acts 10:13-15 NRSV)

However, many modern Christians and people from other religions, as w
as humanists, believe that they should be responc'h © 5 out the amount ¢
¢ they should not be greedy; people shcule ot ,uL the portion sizes
¢ cows {and other animals) con** 7t _.;reenhouse gases, and if fewe;
(in response to peom'n J rj s and therefore there being less dem:

. reducmg meat intake can be beneficial for health reasons
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Many religious people — for example, Orthodox Christians — do not
eat meat on certain days, to help them focus on God and to
maintain control over their bodies. Non-religious (as well as
religious) people may observe meat-free days, such as meat-free
Monday, for reasons in the list above.

Some people, including Christians, also object bt 1 ; _ale which are
farmed or caught for food belng tlea’rt-“-fi ‘e, «_ruf instance, they
may object to battery- farmlnq ~Lwxs < arkilling animals
mhumanely This is bnf W g i people who believe that it is

- do'not believe this means that it is acceptable

On the othe? ’nand some people, including Christians, see no problem w
want, or treating animals badly if they are just going to be eaten; they do
less meat or that animals deserve rights. Christians with such views may h:
belief in dominion (from Genesis 1:28-29), and a belief that stewardshipff
consumption. :

In addition to those who eat meat, responsibly or not, some Christians a
it is more loving not to kill animals, either because they do not think that
animals, or because they believe that vegetarianism benefits humanity by |
and combatting poverty (see the reasons listed above). 5

Reasons for vegetarianism also extend to reasons for ;
veganism in some cases, for example if people he i+ Al ot
milk cows are harming the environment * 1 1, fj:nnbuse
gases, or that it is inhumane to A rals captive to
produce milk or egqs s vegamsm is much rarer

than vegetg

Extension lues Regarding the Use of Animals for Food

If more people eat less meat, this will result over time in lower levels of me
Campaigns for better rights for animals farmed for food have led to mor
(in some cases) and the labelling of food so that people can see how the a
allows people to choose if they wish to buy animals which have not been t

There are also laws about how animals must be killed, so that they are kille
Judaism and Islam have special religious procedures for how animals must b:
regulated by the government as non-religious methods of animal slaughter {
stunned — although it is stunned the majority of time with halal meat farmed
halal, or allowed, within Islam, it must come from certei= . imals only (Musli
instance) and be killed in a certain way. This inciu¢ s § | 3t tnroat must be cut
prayer is said, and that the animal doe i~ e Gier animals die.

Some people argue ti ;""‘"f;rigjflaus“"/methods are inhumane, as in some case:

humanely as ofher animals — some argue that religious methods are mor
are campaigning for there to be regulation of religious methods of killin
are killed humanely.
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Other [ssues for Animal Rights
Further to animal experimentation and the use of animals for food there a:
using the bodies of animals for other purposes, such as to make leather. S
is acceptable, because animals are resources. Others may feel that this is r
are other materials which could be used, and leather, unlike food, is not
justify killing something. Some people may feel it is ac~< otable to use a
animal has been killed primarily for food, bEC? fi E sensible and is
animal. ’

Christians generally donct - nff anlmals bemg used for

making mafo”' 'S s atier, although Christians who
Teo ")neemed with animal rights may do.

Ny
@ hristians will oppose uses of animals which
they see as compieteiy unnecessary and cruel, such as

animals being killed for furs or ivory.

Apvlication of Ethical Theories

Situation Ethics
How situation ethics is applied to animal rights will depend on how anim:
wanted to apply situation ethics to animal rights from a position that value
then they are likely to argue that it is wrong to experiment on animals as t
that the use of animals for food — potentially including animal products su:
wrong as this is not compassionate to animals. :

However if you start from a position Where humg - e :Aaiued more tha

humans, such as some medical ;. i j'j_x_;.m acceptable, as this is loving to
probably also argue th": S " »ain should be minimised. However, any &
is not neccgiAfc . .y humans would probably be seen as wrong, a
without co! or’i Wlthout good reason.

Situation ethics might be used to argue against using animals for food (at
alternatives, and not using animals for food would benefit the environmen
growing food to feed humans — this would be loving to humanity. If any b
products were deemed necessary, then situation ethics might be used to a
consumption. :

Situation ethics is likely to argue against using animals for products whe
used for meat — as humans have access to non-animal materials.

Christians are likely to agree with many of the views of situation ethics ab i
be concemed Wlth compassion for ammals while stlll (oe”eratly) having me¢

Vtlltariant ,
TP 09
ga.\ﬂ&wn
utilitarianisnt; like situation ethics, is likely to suggest that it is acceptable
this will reduce human pain. It might, like situation ethics, argue against ex
the results could produce more pleasure overall; for example, if there were

However, unlike situation ethics, it might suggest that any use of animals
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pleasure, including for ivory and fur, etc. Forms of qualitative utilitarianis
pleasure/pain) may be less likely to value animals, on the assumption tha
higher, more intellectual pleasures.

However, generally, utilitarianism does take animals into account becaus
Forms of utilitarianism which just measure the quantitv < pleasure and pa
much animal experimentation and use of antmz s A od or other mate
bring more pain to the animals than they * in : - casure to humanity. Utiliz
meat is not essential for humar s\ h‘ Jand so the pleasure brought by
eating substltutes ism’. ‘{) N welghed against animal suffering. Th
where therg ‘
experimen gD
much more ua‘ta would be needed to evaluate this.

Peter Singer has argued that animals ought to be counted in utilitarian cal:
Singer is an atheist, and, as such, does not believe there to be a special Go
humans and animals. Certainly, there are greater scientific similarities betw
mammals than between those mammals and insects. However, mammals
animals.

Singer argues that treating one’s species as more important than anothe
as more important than other species) is speciesist. In the same way tha
considered to be unfair, he feels that humans should not assume superio
because they belong to a different species. :

S
ié;ﬁuon and feel that decisions should not be
made basea®0h pleasure and pain - though some may still

feel compassion towards animals, and they may reach the
same conclusion as utilitarians.

Many people, including many Christians, disagree with speciesism because
race and gender, there are valid differences between humans and anima
and use of language. Christians are likely to argue that humans have sou
of God, whereas animals are not. There are also many practical argumen
equals with humans - to give animals equal rights would mean expectin
responsibilities — which animals would not understand, or be able to maint
allow lions to roam freely around town, or they may e~l eople —animal i
laws. I8

Quick Questions

47. N '_»why Christians may believe that pollution needs

48. Outline three ways in which the Christian Declaration on Nature sugg:
Christians can be better stewards.

49. Explain two reasons why Christians may limit their meat consumptio
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Summary for Matters of Life and Death

¢ Christians believe that God created the world and the universe. So
creation in Genesis is literally true, and dispute scientific accounts.
story is symbolic and that religious accounts are compatible with sc
the Big Bang. For example, the scientist who prors ed the Big Bang
also a Catholic priest. Atheists disagree w*r « - oe ef that there is
world, and think that only scientifi~ '
accounts of the ongms of ©

l 3 ’)L.. :

’world as a

others feel that they are respon5|ble for
looking after it (stewardship).

¢ Sanctity of life is the concept that human life is sacred and should no
this because they believe that life is a gift from God, and that humans ar
also believe that murder is wrong because God has forbidden it, so it is ¢
important to Christians today and may influence their views on issues su
and war.

¢ Christians believe that God created human life. Some believe that th
Bible is literally true, and others believe that this is symbolic and Go
through evolution. Confusion as to whether scien’f'f" and religious ac
compatible prompted a motion to the Chi:=7l . ng. and Diocesan S
Manchester about how science ars ¢ » st.'i ,,,,, s be‘nef are compatible. At
(or gods) had any partin th o« -

~.Gf human life. Whether Christians
are compatlbie w-' o _ﬂ. “eant in how they approve issues reIatlng tf

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Abortion is the termination of a pregnancy, ending the life of a foetus
circumstances, for example if the woman'’s life is at risk; if there is mer.
woman or her existing children; or if the foetus is likely to be born wit
people argue against abortion due to the sanctity of life, or argue fo
on quality of life. There are other arguments for and against abortio
who qualifies as a person, and about bad effects to the health of the we¢
Christian opinions to abortion, which are not usually that favourable, alt
abortion in case of risk to the woman'’s life, and some accept it in other
people may be more relaxed about abortion, though not all will approv.
theories such as situation ethics and utilitarianism -~an be used to ar¢

COPYRIGHT
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¢ Christians believe in life after death for ve AR 2 -+ 2.s0ns, such as biblice
the resurrection of Jesus. The" e+ . Jue that there is evidence fron
remembered lives; th?f ief} y e after death is logical, partly becau.
can be rewardz 4y, > n, med approprlately for their lives. Belief in [i
'l‘l?)g (b ave that their death is not the end, and that they wi
loved eé\*‘"‘“o death. Life after death is significant to Christians in

such as actmg morally, evangelising, embracing life or removing ther:
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¢ Non-religious people may argue that life after death does not exist
there have also been fraudulent accounts; and also that it is believed
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comfort and social control, not because it is real. Christians reject th
argue that the Bible provides evidence for life after death, and none
evidence that life after death does not exist.

¢ Euthanasia is mercy killing. There are different types, for example vol
and active and passive. There are also important related concepts su
DNRs. Arguments in favour of euthanasia inclhic. o Juments based ¢
that people have a right to be allowed to aie »f,guments against eutt
sanctity of life and the worrv *y ¢+ . ising ‘euthanasia is a slippery s
denominations teach ~ . ist - ;;‘ve"euthanasra though many Christi
is more F\f"ep+ 2 ';‘ Jussive euthanasia in Chrlsttamty, though not ir

for euthanaSIa to be legalised. Opinions about euthanasia may influ
wishing to die have gone to court about the issue. Ethical theories su
utilitarianism are likely to argue in favour of euthanasia as being co
unless it is felt that there would be a slippery slope, and this would h

¢ Many Christians feel that they need to work to reduce pollution, globa

natural resources. This is to help the planet, other humans, and anima:

Nature from Assisi 1986 reinforces this, emphasising the responsibilitic

rights of dominion and giving Christians practical ways to become mc

have used animals in different ways, including for experimentation ai

have a variety of opinions about whether this is acceptable:

% People may believe that animal experlmentatmr is wrong, right,
circumstances. e &

% People may believe that usinc a & 1a AAAAA ‘o 1ood is wrong, right,
food in moderation ar ¢ . ’ff 2y are treated well.

Christians hold ax 4 5 Jsitions on animal rights. These may cont

situatig o hc ,auhtarlanlsm which are likely to propose more ri¢

anima; @CQ has been traditional within Christianity.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Now Try This...

50. ‘There are some situations where euthanasia is the best option.’
Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must give Christian teachin
different Christian points of view. Refer to ethical theories such as situ
and utilitarianism. Reach a conclusion which follows from your argume¢
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Answers

Marriage and the Family

Question Answer / Mark Scheme
Number o
1 +  ltis a gift from God.
+  ltisasacrament.
¢ Itallowsthemto b=+« o
Accept any rele: . 5
tgaark 0 G makimum 3
2 A La-feligious person may feel that marriage is not important becau
¥ believe that it has sanctity.
. They may feel that marriage is not important because people can hav
sexual relationships without marriage.
¢ They may feel that marriage is not important because people can pro
for children without being married.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
3 ¢ Many Christians believe that a purpose of marriage is to procreate an
* This is taught in the book of Genesis, and Catholics feel that all marri
aim to procreate and all sexual acts should be open to the possibility
¢ Many Christians feel that a purpose of marriage is to symbolise the r
between God and the Church.
+  For some this implies that the husband is more important than the w
purpose is to have authority over her. ;
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant .o-1 “ p. igent
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks pei.de 2lor, . Lpdint {(maximum 4)
One development cannot k-« &C ¢+ « wice. Each development must be re
it is supporting an- iz e L saon asked.
4 . n r\:.ram from having sex because they are not married

age to have sex.

9 s
A Christian may refrain from having sex because they are a monk/nu

. . . , .
priest who has committed to being celibate and unmarried to focus b
¢ A Christian may refrain from having sex for a certain period of time ta

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3

¢ Many Christians feel that premarital sex is wrong, as Jesus taught tha
when a man and woman would be physically united (and so they sho
through sex before this).

. Many churches back this up — the Catholic Church teaches firmly agai
marriage.

+  Christians disagree with adultery because it is often painful for the pe
cheated on, and because it breaks the sacrament of marriage.

¢ Adultery is forbidden in the Ten Commandment ;
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant . 1 op cent

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks poride éll“r'._ ~point {maximum 4)
One development cannot .« ec | . wice. Each development must be re
it is supporting an . the 1 suon asked.
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Question Answer / Mark Scheme Number of

Number Marks
6 . Some Christians oppose homosexuality because homosexuality is condemned in -~ (T onnelen
Bible.
* You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.” (Leviticus 1
NRSV)
. Not only is homosexuality forbidden, but the Bible says that marriage is between
and a woman, implying that homosexuals cannot marry — as marriage is the idea
romantic relationship in Christianity, many Christians oppose homosexuality bece —
they believe that it cannot lead to marriage.
¢ Other Christians do not oppose homosexuality. They feel that teaching against 2
homosexuality in the Old Testament is out-dated. .
¢ Further, they believe that Jesus’ teachings meanth-' » y\ ne should be treated (/)
love and respect and not judged, as everynne: siris ”f} mosexuals should not b
treated badly or differently. i ; _U
¢ 'Orhow can you say tovoy ,..néi_fﬁk uur "Let me take the speck out of your eye,”
the log is in you“ Ay 7 watthew 7:4 NRSY) I I I
source of Wlsdom and authorlty. _I
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th —
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon
authority.
7 ¢ A nuclear family is where a couple of heterosexual parents live with their own chi
¢ Asingle-parent family is where there is only one adult in the family, e.g. due to d
relationship break-up. Z
¢ Anextended family is one where there are parents and children also living with ¢
relatives, such as grandparents.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
8 ¢ Some Christians will admire the single parent in a single-parent family.
¢ They will feel that looking after children on one's own is .2 j‘ally hard job, and it ¢
a lot of love and dedication, which are good traits oo O
¢ Some Christians will disapprove of sma -Uarg *’r S ales if they have resulted fro
divorce or casual sex. G _U
¢ They may feel that O’ 5 ; u:nlj‘/ﬁhave sex with their marriage partner with
they m*c-nd ooy ‘ 1e.~whole life, and should not have children in unstable —<

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the question asked.

9 ¢  Families are important to Christians because having a family fulfils God's comma
procreate and have children. Christians such as Catholics believe that all married
should be open to having a family, and the Quiverfull movement believe they sh
use no forms of family planning, as all children are seen as a blessing from God.

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 NRSV)

Families are important to Christians because the family is a place where children
educated in the Christian faith. Many Christians believe that a Christian upbringir: COPYRIGHT
the family can also help children to develop morally. PROTECTED

¢ 'Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not tray (Proverbs 22:6

, mark for a reference

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (mmﬂ
source of wisdom and authority. : 7
One development cannot be credited 7 e ¢ ,,;de\‘ié]opment must be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the aus i naa uus must the reference to a source of wisdon 59
authority.
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?\::::tl;:: Answer / Mark Scheme Nul\'llnabrle(: of
10 The local church may provide family worship, so that families can worship togethg- 2 ol
The local church may provide toddler groups so that young children can play to
and parents are supported.
¢ The local church may provide youth groups where children / young people can s
as well as learn about God.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3 —
11 ¢ The local church helps to support families practically because it wants to help pa Z
with their children out of compassion.
¢ The local church helps to support families because it wan*« ‘amilies to be able to (/)
God, and facilities such as counselling may helo fa = _ve in harmony and
better able to serve God. :
¢ The local church helps to supo- Sy >catse Jesus taught his disciples to a _U
children to come to hw G rq <. .urches support children in doing this (spiritu I—I-I
today. E
Accept & Var cal ( )
1 mark P méxmnum 3
12 ¢ The local church can help to support families by providing family worship, and a
for children. _I
¢ This means that parents are able to worship with their children, and also that the ——
children can learn about Christianity in an age-appropriate way.
¢ The local church can help to support families by providing counselling and grou
parents with young children.
¢ These can provide parents with moral and practical support to make raising chil Z
easier.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th < >
it is supporting and to the question asked.
13 ¢ Situation ethics may support the use of contraception because it is loving to allo
couples to have sex to strengthen their relationship, ev-~. 1en they do not wan
children. e 2
¢ Also, itis loving to allow couples to rlay j_(,zje“r“é!nd timing of their children
that they are able to Iook af" i _U
14 + Some Chnstlans allow contraception and family planning because there is nothi

expressly forbidding them in the Bible.

¢ They feel that as God has not forbidden it, they should be free to use it — they m
that sex was given for pleasure as well as procreation.

+  Some Christians allow contraception and family planning because they feel that
best for the health, security and happiness of parents and children.

¢ They feel that the health of women is improved if they can have fewer children,
children will be better supported if parents can have fewer, and have them at
convenient times.

Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point {(maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each develoan © 1 just be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the question asked. : 1 T
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?\::::tl;:: Answer / Mark Scheme Nul\l;:alc:‘le(: of
15 . Some Christians such as Catholics oppose artificial contraception because they be! (T onnelen
that all sexual acts should be open to the possibility of new life.
¢ They believe this because God commanded humans to be fruitful and multiply in
Genesis, and the Catholic Church has also produced official teachings against try
artificially prevent pregnancy.
‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 NRSV)
"every action which, whether in anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its —
accomplishment, or in the development of its natural consequences, proposes, w Z
as an end or as a means, to render procreation impossible” is intrinsically evil’ (Ca
Catechism 2370, quoting Humanae Vitae) ;
¢ Some Christians, such as Catholics, oppose artsﬂcu?‘ 0 A iption because they (/)
it goes against natural law. - -
¢ They feel that God has designed =z ai . “fgow'what is right and wrong, and so _U
because sex is naturally lle. gD o ;}umé‘fhildren, nothing artificial should be us
try to stop this. I I I
source of Wlsdom and authorlty. _I
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th —
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon
authority.
16 ¢ Adultery.
. Desertion.
¢ Physical abuse. 2
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
17 ¢ The Catholic Church may allow an annulment if one of the couple is not baptised
+ It may also allow an annulment if someone was coerced into being married.
¢ It may also allow an annulment if the marriage was never consummated
Accept any relevant point ‘
1 mark per point, maximum 3 g B O
18 ¢ Some Christians disagree with divorr= b2 - us. “‘ Bus taught that God did not wa
divorce and divorce had onh..bix l?ill _4..d pecause people had hard hearts. He _U
that because God ha a.arried couple, no one could dissolve this union.
. ’”..,WP“ Syt 11 together, let no one separate.” They said to him, “Why th: _<
M1, Ld s to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?” He sald
theXREge:
wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”" {(Matthew 19:6-8 NRSV)
+  Some Christians disagree with divorce because they believe that people should n
break their marriage vows. Not only may they believe this because some believe
marriage is a sacrament and so the vows are sacred to God, but because they be
that it is wrong to break one’s marriage vows to one’s spouse as this is unfair on
1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for a reference
source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon:
authority. COPYRIGHT
19 ¢ Christians may feel that men and women are spiritually equal because Genesis 1 PROTECTED
that they were both created in God's image. ;
¢ They may also feel this because Galatians 3 tearHF e },der does not matter
Christianity / to God. P
* Also, Jesus treated both men a2 s sy 1 WG, Wﬁich some Christians believe im[;
UE"/ , —~ 59
Accept any rnlavar‘* N ’
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?\::::tl;:: Answer / Mark Scheme Nul\l;:alc:‘le(: of
20 . Some Christians argue that men and women should have different roles in the fag- (A ol
because of teaching in the New Testament letters.
* For example, St Paul taught that the husband should be the head of the wife, anc
authority over her.
. Some Christians argue that men and women should have different roles in the fa
because of biblical teaching about Adam and Eve.
¢ They argue that God made Eve as a 'helper’ for Adam, so women should be ther —
help men, and that women should not lead their husbands, because Eve directing
to eat the forbidden fruit was what made God throw them out of the Garden of E 2
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point {(r2..4, = (/)
One development cannot be credited twice Eazh ¢ wel —U
’ B
Ot he created them.’ (Genesis 1: 27 NRSV) ( )
¢  ‘.thereis no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.’ (Gala —I
3:28 NRSV) —
. Some Christians argue that men and women should not have different roles in th
family because this is just a human tradition, rather than something which God w
In Luke 10:38-42, Jesus encouraged a woman called Mary to listen to him rather O
housework, and this can be seen to support the view that gender roles are not fr:
God. Z
1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for a reference
source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon
authority.
22 ¢ Women cannot become priests in the Catholic Church. :
¢ Some Christians expect wives to submit to their hi .« s _}gthority.
¢ Some Christians expect women to p!’IOF“" n Yd@ sod and see their place as ir
home (while men should Work\ - _U
Accept any relevant point .
1 mark per paint, ™ x 1~ 5 : —<
23 ¢ Sc st o .ay support some forms of gender discrimination because they:
tha\ile®gind women have been given different roles by God. For example, they
belie¥e that women should not have authority over men because of biblical teacl
the family, or in other situations — and enforcing this can be seen as discriminatic
3 Some Christians do not believe that women should be ordained, meaning that tk
support this form of gender discrimination. This can be for various reasons, inclu
that priests are supposed to represent Jesus at the Eucharist, and he was a man;
Catholic Church believes in apostolic succession — that the priesthood can trace i
back directly to Jesus’ male disciples/apostles, and that St Paul teaches against fe
ordination in the New Testament.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevant to th COPYRIGHT
it is supporting and to the question asked. PROTECTED
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?\::::tl;:: Answer / Mark Scheme Nula‘::le(: of

24 * Some Christians believe that women should be allowed to be ordained because t (F pnnwln
believe that unequal treatment of women in this respect is unfair if men and wo
spiritually equal. Quakers have always allowed women to lead in church for this r

as they see no difference between women and men before God.

* Some Christians believe that women should be allowed to be ordained, because
believe that women were leaders in the early church so female ordination cannot
against any of the teachings of Christianity. The New Testament mentions a fema
deacon, and appears to mention a female apostle, indicating that actually it goes
against early Christianity not to ordain women.

* 't commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae... Gre
Andronicus and Junia, my relatives who were in prisor. '+ me; they are promine:
among the apostles, and they were in Christ b [ 71« & (womans 16:1, 7 NRSV

_(r, wim 4), 1 mark for a reference

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per deve!.;:-
source of wisdom and authority, v 0
One development cannc?. .+ vwice. Each development must be relevant to th

itis suppoae ar:t . b- . yestion asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdon
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Connections Judgements Mark:
A few shallow links between little Points not well supported and 1-3n
material relevant to question. Very conclusion does not follow from

narrow understanding of religion and
philosophy/ethics.

arguments.

Many shallow links between material
relevant to question. Narrow
understanding of religion and

Some attempt at supporting
argument and evaluation, though
conclusion dm< i

4-6n

%fumpletely

H [ N PN PPN 4 I
Question Answer / Mark Scheme
Number
25 You must fulfil the criteria for connections AND judgements to get top marks in each &

philosophy/ethics. follow.

Sih i howsare Well supported 7-9n
L reasonable evaluation, leading
‘| to a conclusion which is somewhat

supported.

Good reasoning and different posmons
considered — manylmks made. P-iia

All points are well supported with 10-1
thorough evaluation leading to a

made. F ully a;wswers question.
Consistently good understanding of
religion and philosophy/ethics.

conclusion which is completely
supported.

Points and Justification For:

¢  God instituted marriage for ¢ Jesus never said anything explicit aga
heterosexual couples to have sex homosexuality or premarital sex.
within. ¢  Teaching against homosexuality in th

¢ ‘But from the beginning of is outdated.
creation, "God made them male ¢ Jesus taught to treat people as one w
and female.” For this reason a man like to be treated and to love others, :
shall leave his father and mother saying that certain relationships are w
and be joined to his wife, and the not treating people well / loving them;
two shall become one flesh. ¢ Jesus taught not to judge others, so i
(Mark 10:6-8 NRSV) wrong to rogii Euch a judgement.

¢ Jesusimplied that sex should take | | ‘0 i = 'ou say to your neighbo

place within heterosexual
marriage.

¢ The Catholic Church k
all sexghould ! =

not be a'good idea to have
children outside of marriage, as
this is a less stable environment
for them.

¢ The Bible teaches against sexual
immorality, and sexual
relationships outside of
heterosexual marriage may be
believed to be sexually immoral.

Points and Justification Against:

2 iog is in your own eye?”’ (Matthew 7:

e e the speck out of your eye, wl

[Jesus on not judging others, when yc
not perfect yourself.}

Some liberal Protestants feel that if cc
have sex before they get married, this
help couples to know if they want to
together forever before getting marri
meaning people can take marriage m
seriously / may be less likely to divorc

Accept any relevant point or justification.
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Matters of Life and Death

"
Qu;s;lon Answer / Mark Scheme
Some Christians believe that God created the universe in six day:
Some Christians believe that God created the universe through the
2% Christians believe that the universe is V”' 2~ 2. acause it has bee

God.

Accept any relevant point . .~
1 mark per point, eyl s

L

B 3 A
?ﬁﬁ‘wﬂ Some Chrls’nans £ Aa . ¢ has made humamty stewards of th
o feel tha* g 7neal 5 hat they can use it as a commeodity to a cert

1" Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3

¢ Some Christians believe that the universe was created in six days (v
day). They take a literal interpretation of the account in Genesis 1.

¢ 'And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together
the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Eart
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was g¢
NRSV)

* Some Christians believe that God created the universe, but that

28 process of the Big Bang. They take a symbohr terpretation of the;

believing that it is true that God create o0 .dn. erse, but that he ¢

recorded. . o

1 mark per simple pom* Tk k . uevelopment (maXImum 4), 1 mark ;
source of WISdf‘ ke il
One deriniia e st _anot be credlted *"; & "h 'ovelopment must be

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

V'_,,uﬂré‘fei/ant for the issue of euthar\asia because if human life ha
it is always wrong to kill people even if they want to die.

it is relevant for the issue of war, because if Christians want to trea:
seems hypocritical to kill others in war.

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3

¢ Genesis 1:27 supports sanctity of life because it teaches that hum
image, and therefore, are special and should not destroy each othe

+  Exodus 20:13 supports belief in sanctity of life because it teaches

30 indicating that human life is important — or it wzuld be OK to dest:

i ‘ because it indi
< se"would violate this pl

¢ Jeremiah 29 also supports belief in <ar .
plan for humans, and destrovi:ig | mr‘

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Accept any relevant pom* gl
1 mark per pom*
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Question
No.

Answer / Mark Scheme

31

¢ Youshallnotre. i+

¢  Christians may believe in the sanctity of life because they believe
created in the image of God. This means that human life is sacred
apart from the rest of creation; and because humans are in God’s ir:
in a special way to God.

* ‘So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he cre
female he created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

¢ Christians may believe in the sanctity of '*~ icause murder is stros
Bible. God condemned the first gapier “Ab.1 by Cain, and forb
Commandments.

SOU:L . ,
ne 1. ve’idpment cannot be credlted twice. Each development must be
W s supportmg and to the question asked, as must the reference to a so

""‘"'authorlty

¢ Human life may be valued for its sanctity.
¢ Human life may be valued because it is enjoyable / worth living.

32 ¢ Human life may be valued for its ability to reproduce and further tt
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
¢ Many Christians see science as compatible with Christianity becaus:
parts of the Bible are symbolic, so are not in conflict with science
¢ Many also believe that science is compatible with Christianity, beca
show how powerful, creative and awesome God is.
33 . Many Christians also see science and Christianity as compatible

questions of fact, but religion answers questions of meaning — anc
religion do not clash in what they are trymg to do
Accept any relevant point ;
1 mark per point, maximum 3

L Chnstlans may mh—“ riet

., Luans may interpret biblical accounts of the origins of huma
“may believe that God created human life through the process of
England Diocese of Manchester has argued that the Church need
compatibility of Christianity and science.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must
it is supporting and to the question asked.

35

+  Utilitarianism may allow abortion if a foetus is not considered to bf
utilitarians such as Singer would argue). Therefore, it is only the ha;
pregnant woman which should be considered, meaning abortion r
brings her more pleasure. '

. Utilitarianism might allow abortion because the pain would only
time for a foetus, but a woman's pleasure in life might be increas
time if she is able to have an abortion.

. Utilitarianism might allow abortion bere:; = bortion might be s
foetus negatively, but if this me .5 ha “ ,:éod'r family has more
existing children, it m'; 2~ g asure to a larger number of pec¢

Accept any releva‘r GO
SAvitm 3
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

No.
¢  Some Christians accept abortion when they believe this is the most
woman. For example, if a woman has suffered a traumatic rape it
force her to go through with an unwanted pregnancy, and Jesus
should treat others with love.
36 ¢+  Some Christians accept abortion in the case that the woman's life i:

due to belief in sanctity of life, and they believe that it is importa
especially if the foetus is likely to die v«

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per -.# 10y v p(,mt {maximum 4)
One development cannot be onh ad e ¢ach development must b
is supporting and to . © wsked.

¢ Some (‘_ff' iAs L ;vé"abortlon is wrong because it violates sanct
Th e devsthat foetuses are also the image of God, and many
Q squ, ‘which is why it is murder.
“You shall not murder.’ (Exodus 20:13 NRSV)
The Catholic Church teaches that direct abortion is wrong becaus
nothing artificial to stop sexual intercourse from leading to the b

¢ ‘Therefore We base Our words on the first principles of a human
marriage when We are obliged once more to declare that the direc

37 generative process already begun and, above all, all direct abortiorf%
reasons, are to be absolutely excluded as lawful means of regulatin
children...’ (Humanae Vitae, 14)
1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark :
source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a so:
authority.
¢ People report paranormal experiences, which suggest the existen
a life after death.
¢  life after death is necessary to makf 2
punished. -
38 3 Life after deathic ! 5. ance cannot explain consciousness, s:
somethinz ich would not perish at physical death

1 wgoint, maximum 3

’/Many Christians believe they will go to heaven after death, to be \A

Many Christians believe that those who do not accept God will b
hell after death.

39 . Some Christians believe that many people go to purgatory after de
their sin before going to heaven.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
. Belief in life after death is important to Christians because it mot
lives so that they go to heaven when they die. Some Christians a
others, in the hope that they too will be able to go to heaven.
¢ ""Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom pr:
the foundation of the world; for | was hungry and you gave me f
you gave me something to drink, | was a s’rrc ;ger and you welcom
25:34-35 NRSV)
40 o ,i% to Christians in influenc 5

. Belief in life after death i< 30,
Some Christians I} :

authority.
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

No.
. There is no evidence for life after death — no one has ever been a
the dead to tell us about it.
. People only believe in life after death because it comforts them a
41 believe that death is the end.

¢  People who have claimed to come back from an afterlife have of
lying, so it makes the concept less believable.

Accept any relevant point

1 mark per point maximum 3

=

L]

. ades not exist.

“Christians may respond that just because there have been fraudule
coming back from the afterlife, this does not mean that all accoun
afterlife does not exist.

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3

. Non-religious arguments against life after death do not affect mar
because they find Christian accounts more convincing. They believ:
witnessed him risen from the dead, and if this is the case, then n
that there is no evidence for life after death are weak.

. Non-religious arguments against life after death do not affect mar:
because they trust in the Bible and the teachings in it as being th
promised his disciples that there would be an afterlife, and if Chr

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each evelopment must be

43
teachings, they would not follow the religion.
it is supporting and to the question askec .
. Non-voluntarv =
their bt"* T
44 -

< ‘cept any relevant point
[ 1 mark per point, maximum 3

+  Voluntary euthanasia is v L\e 15 m :2-asks to be killed.

ar .euthanassa is when someone is killed agalnst their wi
. =weves that they would be better off dead ~ this is generally co

45

¢  One argument against euthanasia is sanctity of life — if life is sacrec
destroyed, no matter what.

¢ Another argument is the slippery slope argument - that allowing €
some vulnerable people think that they are a burden on society an
ended.

¢ Another argument is that someone might want to die, but there
they could recover — and if they are killed then they would be ro

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3

. Some Christians accept euthanasia when someone is in great pai
that it is more compassionate to allow ther. o end their life, and
others. L 2

=

"You shall love your nemF nre \ “ .;u'séj!:fﬂ(MattheW 22:39 NRSV)

,'_m-é‘r‘i'ng beyond what someone can cope W|th without providin
euthanasia can be seen as that way out.

‘No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone.
will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testir;
the way out so that you may be able to endure it." (1 Corinthians 1:
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme
No.

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mar

source of wisdom and authority.

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be

it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a s

authority.

. Pollution is harmful to the environment and Christians believe th
the planet. :

. Pollution is harmful to animals a=+ a3 \.h\ stians feel that they ¢
compassionate to amma!' o fe ov yfk,batures

47 . Pollution is hP"" St b 1 ans, causmg disease and contributing t
WhiCh. Y A;uzardous for humans. Christians believe that th
woac Al nelr ‘neighbour.

A

oCe Y any relevant point
_“,mark per point, maximum 3

| ¢ The Christian Declaration on Nature says that Christians could be £
using technology which is not renewable,

¢ The Christian Declaration on Nature says that Christians could be £
using resources unnecessarily.

48 - . -
¢ The Christian Declaration on Nature says that Christians could be k
opposing war, as this causes great environmental damage. :
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
¢ Christians may limit their meat consumption for religious reason
not eat meat on certain days of the week to help them to focus
¢ Christians may limit their meat consumption for ethical reasons —
49 compassion for animals, or the belief that with less meat product

resources to provide food for humanity.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per deve!. ~» - i int (maximum 4)
One development cannot be crediter wii = ‘.ch development must be
it is supporting and to the = Casied.
You must fulfil the }

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Judgements
Points not well supported
and conclusion does not
follow from arguments.

little material relevant to
question. Very narrow
understanding of religion and
philosophy/ethics.

Many shallow links between Some attempt at supporting
material relevant to question. | argument and evaluation,
Narrow understanding of though conclusion does not
religion and completely follow.

50 philosophy/ethics.

Good reasoning and different
positions considered — many
links made. Partially answers
question. Good
understanding of religion and
philosophy/ethics.

Most points are well
supported with reasonable
evaluation, leading to a
conclusion which is
somewhat st o~ E?ed.

st
philosophy/ethics.

Good critical reasoning and..
different posmons oo

standmg of religion and

ate weII supported
with thorough evaluation
leading to a conclusion which

is completely supported.
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No.

Answer / Mark Scheme

Points and Justification for

¢

Some people are brain-dead and will never
recover; there is no point prolonging the
suffering of relatives.

People have a right to dignity; people
may prefer to die than be unable to do
anything.

People may feel they have no qual?y s v

life and prefer not to live ir.r.in
Liberal Christians r.:1: 8e ' a it is more
loving to k¥’.s théc 1 /et someone die
theaiy ristffer. This is also

. ed by situation ethics.

Y6u shall love your neighbour as yourself.’

o

" (Matthew 22:39 NRSV)

Even hospice care cannot always make
people pain free or give them a quality of
life which they can endure.

Points and Justificatio

L4

© Christians should

It violates the sa
from God, humans
image). '
The Ten Comma
You shall not mure¢
NRSV)

suffering, not kill t

And will he not rep
their deeds?’ (Pro

The Book of Job
has a purpose.

If you allow eutha
circumstances, this :
might be that this
overall, e.g. for ol
who must carry o
might argue agains;
Unless someone
possibility they w

Accept any relevant point or justification.
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