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This resource covers the Religious Studies GCSE Edexcel A specification

for Area of Study 2 — Study of Christianity (Paper 2: Option B —2B). This | Always check the exam board
covers:

Teacher’s Introduction

website for new information,
including changes to the specification

Beliefs and Teachings )
and sample assessment material.

Practices

Theme content is split into five sections as follows:

1.

2.

A4 teacher information pages.

Five A3 revision posters, between them covering the 16 subtopics (pages 1-4), and perspectives of additional
religions for the required areas*, and the specific short course content (page 5).

These are Iabelled:n to

*Remember! Students need to know about beliefs about the afterlife and their significance, and the practice
and significance of worship with reference to another religion. Material is given for the former from the
perspectives of Judaism, Islam and Buddhism, and for the latter from the perspectives of Judaism and Islam.

These posters are intended as a summary of all of the material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Twenty-two A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides
write-on activities for students to complete. Answers are provided in the A4 subtopic revision posters

and the A4 extension question answer pages. These are labelled with numbers inside white circles: @
Exam-style questions in the activity sheets are marked by a pencil icon:

Twenty-two A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3
subtopic activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have
enough space for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

A4 answers to extension questions. These pages provide answers to the extension questions not covered on
the A4 subtopic revision posters.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

A3 revision poster

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to revise at the end of a topic/subtopic, or before a test or
an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and to help the students
engage with the information in a productive way.

H Rich, January 2018

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made to this
resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has purchased, and
details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates




Worship and belief today - Christians:

+ celebrate the members of the Trinity,
e.g. Jesus' birth at Christmas and the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost

¢+ pray in Jesus' name / pray to Jesus

¢+ believe they experience the members

of the Trinity in their lives

Most Christians believe in the Trinity — that God is

P’ one being made up of three persons: God the Father,
God the Son and God the Spirit. It is important to
Christians that they believe in one God, as worship
of others is forbidden.

S ssssssssEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEY

The Nicene Creed states that Jesus is
God and gives beliefs about the
members of the Trinity. en Jesus had been
¢+ All of the members - baptized, just as he came up
were pres » from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him
and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and

God the Father created the world
and sent Jesus, God the Son, to
save humanity.

that Jesus fulfil
Jewish law, so th

God the Son was pre
creation. He became
human mother, Mary.
rising from the dead ar
judge the living and the dead.

alighting on him. And a voice
from heaven said, “This is my he gospels
i Jesus’ life, i
Son, the Beloved with whom P
¢ his betrayal;
I am well pleased.” i

3)  God the Holy Spirit guides Christians and helps them in their lives, living in their
hearts. He was present at creation, has spoken through prophets, descended at (Matthew 3:16-17 NRSV)
Jesus' baptism, and upon the apostles at Pentecost. A change to the Nicene £k
Creed indicates that he proceeds from the Father and the Son, but Orthodox

Christians disagree and think he proceeds from the Father only. /
Interpretations:

@
+ Some Christians interpret the
‘S0 God created Bible literally; they belllevc'e that
AR the world was created in six days
humankind in his (and then God rested).

Genesis 1-3 records the creation of the universe
and of life. There are two different accounts.

In the first (Genesis 1:1-2:4), God creates the

universe and its inhabitants in six days, and then image, in the + Some Christians interpret the
rests for a day. Plants and animals are created image of God he Bible metaphorically. They
before humans. created them; believe that God creatr.; the

male and female world and hu
bibli

The second (Genesis 2:4-25) differs slightly; after
God has created the earth, he creates man. He then
creates plants and animals, and then creates
woman, out of one of man’s ribs.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

he created them.

(Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

The woman is tempted by a serpent and the couple
eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, which God had forbidden. God casts them

( The importance of creation for Christians today:

g

+ Some Christians believe in the doctrine of the Fall - that
through the first man and woman eating the forbidden
fruit, all humans have fallen from God's grace, and need

/ = saving, so they are grateful for Jesus coming to save
Role of the Word and tl (P . them, and allowing them to be reconciled to God / have

+ Genesis says that the sp a relationship with God.
present at creation (sometimes + Many Christians believe that God gave them dominion
translated as a ‘'wind’ from God). over the earth —that he has let them rule over it.

+ John 1:1-18 says that the Word (Jesus) + They also believe that God charged them with
was present at creation and that stewardship — |ooking after the world and the

\ everything was created through him. environment, so they believe they should do this.

a9
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The story of creation is
discussed in the Bible in
Genesis chapters 1-3

and John chapter 1:1—
18. Different Christians
interpret it differently.




Chr’wtimﬁtq— (I,’)eu(;ﬁ) and Teadﬁng,o: rI)al‘I, 2 Grace and the Spirit:

Salvation within Christianity refers to the
belief that Jesus saved Christians from sin 3

and death. Law, si

i atonement are all

[LEEEECET T EE T LTS |

n, grace, the Spirit, and

Sp
related concepts. \

Many Christians believe that grace is a gift from God,
which can save them. Jesus coming to save humanity
was an expression of God's grace. Many Christians also
believe that they receive God's grace through the Holy

irit, the Bible, and sacraments.

moral su
by a

Py

Salvation:
Christians believe
that Jesus saved
them from sin and
death through his
death and
resurrection. This
is known as
salvation.

It is what Jesus
achieved for them.

Some
Christians
believe
certain
people are
predestined
to be saved.

tth

‘For all of us
must appear
before the

seat of
Christ, so
that each
may receive
recompense
for what has
been done in
the body,
whether
good or evil.

)

(2 Corinthians
5:10 NRSV)

G

ome Christians T

i people are

: saved if they

: use their free
1 will to accept
: Jesus’ sacrifice.

E Lassssusnunnunsuunnunnnnnunnunnuns bri

people should be ready for the
Kingdom of God / the end of
the world and judgement t

judgemenfEDheaven, because Jesus said that he was the 'way’

Atonement:
Christians believe
that Jesus saved
them by dying on
the cross and
somehow atoning
for, or making up

Some Christians believe in
original sin — inheri

ian does wrong
themselves.

Christians believe they
need saving from sin —

so they can have a full
relationship with God.

ink that

Jesus' death overcame the forces of evil.

= Atonement is a divine mystery.
Many Christians believe that good people will go
to heaven, a realm inhabited by God and angels,
when they die. Jesus told his disciples that he
would prepare a place for them (John 14:2-4).
Some Christians believe only Christians will go to

to '[God the] Father' (John 14:6).

The Catholic Church teaches that m
purgatory, a realm wh
their sins_ 4 konte

e .
Many Chr.\g weiieve in hell, a horrible realm where

bad people go when they die, separated from God.

acting against God's will —

Jesus' death was a sacrifice which redeemed
humans by paying the price required by sin — death.

Christians instead
believe that salvation
has come through
Jesus' sacrifice —and
that this fulfilled the
Jewish law — though
they may follow some
of the Jewish law as
well as following Jesus’
teachings and example.

desmaids, Jesus teaches that

come at any ti

Eschatology refers to the end of things — for example, the
end of life (death) and the end of time. Christians have

various beliefs about what happens when they die and what

will happen at the end of time. Remember to see the sheet o
other religions for contrast, and the short course material.

i Some Christians believe in

'0 immediately after death,

In the parable of the sheep and the goats, Jesus
teaches that he will judge people at the end of time
depending on their actions — the good will go to

In the parable of the ~ heaven and the bad to hell

and immortality of the soul: people will live on

bodies and judged at the end of time.

icance of salvation

tonement:

Christians believe that:

+ Jesus' death and
resurrection show God
loves them

+ they have been saved
from sin and death, had
their debt paid, and been
given grace

+ they do not need to
follow the Jewish law

a

“The Lorp is merciful
and gracious, slow to
anger and abounding in

steadfast love.

(Psalm 103:8 NRSV)

Some Christians believe in
; ction of the body:
ad will be raised in
heir“dodies at the end of
’“time. Jesus taught that the
dead would be raised

from their graves (John

Some Christians believe
in immortality of the
soul: souls will go to
heaven/purgatory/hell
immediately after death.
Jesus told the thief on
the cross that he would
be in paradise that day

(Luke 23:43).

both resurrection of the body

but will be reunited with their

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Chriastianity — Practices: Part1 |Raid
This is a set worship service, involving set items, such
........ 0 as set words, set hymns and set prayers. This (and

May be used for
special occasions, e.g.
when sacraments are
being practised, or at
celebrations such as
Christmas and Easter.

Supper, the
bread and
follows Jes

liturgical worship) may be used to help to make
worship feel special, and also to allow a congregation
to become familiar with the words and practices used.

Worship covers any acts of devotion to
God ond can come in different styles and
involve different practices. Remember to
see the sheet on other religions for contrast.

o et

.| inthis way
Sermon/Talk — used to teach about Liturgical worship: . ed by that his bo
Christianity and the Bible. This is worship which follo i| (wine) were
Important in helping Christians structure. Manv ch : ¢hurches for 2| forgiveness
understand their faith better and : ordinary i important i
in encouraging them to live good church :| christians
lives and have a full relationship services, :\ forthem.
with God. such as the

¢ Bible reading — used to teach €ontains many liturgical services. Catholic In
God's will, in group or private Mass. . ordain

worship. Important becausg
Christians may feel that C
speaks to them through ti
and gives his grace.

Used by some churches
occasionally, or for normal
services, e.g. by Pentecostal
churches. This may be done
privately and individually
when Christians want to
worship God at any time.

Non-liturgical worship:

This is less-structured and more
spontaneous worship which may be
used if Christians want to worship
God in the way which feels
appropriate at the time, rather than
having it planned in advance.

ng on God or
religious themes.
More likely to be
done individually.
Helpful in letting
Christians reflect on
their religion and its
part in their life.

+ Singing — Christians sing to praise
God and reflect. Important in
allowing Christians to express their
feelings about God, often as part
of a group.

s msEEEEEEEEEE R RN
<
S
[0}
g
wn

+ Focusing on icons — some Christians, such as Orthodox Christians,

¢ Prayer — communication with God,

X o b Others, e.g. focus on special paintings of Jesus and the saints to help with
ltrport?in; n ﬁ'P'nszr'j‘acns 'rt‘) Pentecostals, may their worship — other Christians do not see icons as helpful.

eir relationship with God. Can be @I T ) . . o
formal or informal. see non-liturgical + Sacraments, e.g. Eucharist and Baptism — often practised within a liturgy.

worship as more
significant, because
they want their
waorship to be
inspired by God / “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the Holy Spirit.

These are special practices with individual meanings and importance.

Catholics and some Anglicans may see Some Christians feel they receive God's grace through these.

liturgical worship as highly significant
because they feel liturgies and
sacraments are important for
cannecting with God.

@ ),

““Pray then in this way:

eg. Christians say the Lord’s
Prayer — there are different
versions adapted from a prayer
Jesus taught his disciples. This

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Our Father in heaven,

Both types of prayer (set

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

it importance:
hallowed. be your name. allows Christians to ask God for and informal) can be said . pTh Catholic C
Your kingdom come. rovision and guidance. . . \ e 'a olic .
ngdom come. ; in formal services, or in less considers som |9
Your will be done, on formal / individual important bec
earth as it is in heaven. “Christians worship. people who h O
Give us this day our Bitticular purposes. ‘ Pra}/ers can be used to. there, or visio 9
daily bread. And forgive praise God, to thank him, have happene Ed .
us our debts, as we also | QRS . B to ask for his forgiveness, ¢ Mal"”y Proltesta UCO’tIOﬂ
have forgiven our “[Prayers, which Christians { Prayer is communication and to ask him for help, for :)n:}rgz\;faf\talcnei
debtors. And do not can use to share their own i with God. Christians others'or oneself. but may go to
bring us to the time of thoughts with God and talk | i pray indifferent ways | ¢ Catholics may think set pilgrimage si
trial, but rescue us from to him about their feelings | agd for wanyhreaw"s T prayers are more important time worship
the evil one.” and things currently :Io:evieo;azri:;sl:;ew?th : because many have been other Christiar
happening in the world and | i Gog taught by Jesus / the Bible their own reas
(Matthew 6:9-13 NRSV) L ., .
G their lives. et eeeerr e ene e / the Church.
J
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—— . . There are several important Christion celebrations, especially
Chrwlw.mlq— rl)rm' 1’art2 i those surrounding and including Christmas and Easter. These are :

: often based on events in the Bible or in the lives of saints. 0

Christmas and Advent:
Christmas is the
celebration of Jesus' birth,
and Advent is the time of
preparation leading up to it.

In Advent, Christians may spend more time praying
—to improve their relationship with God, who
symbolically enters their lives at Christmas, and to
ask for peace in the world.

Christians celebrate these
because they believe God
sent his son, Jesus, who
many believe to be God
incarnate, to save them
and reconcile them with
God. Christmas is
significant because Jesus'
birth was when Jesus cam
into the world to live with
and teach humans, and
without his birth he would
not have been able to die
and rise to save humanity.

ese remind Christians of
irth of Jesus, and/or of qualities
candle in the centre symbolises Jesus the

Christians may fast in Lent; they may give up a certain type
of food to help them focus on God, and remember all that

oh God in prayer, or give money to charity.

Christians often celebrate Palm Sunday to remember
Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, showing Jesus as a
king, but not a conventional king.

On Good Friday, Christians remember the crucifixion, and on Easter Sunday, the resurrection. There may be
vigils or aids to meditation in church before Easter, and services of the Eucharist on Easter Sunday.

Gstory of Church \ Evangelism is spreading the good news and hoping to canvert people to
growth: Christianity. Christians do this because Jesus commanded them to; so they do so
¢+ Early Christians to serve God. Christians may also want to evangelise to help others through
evangelised locally, bringing them to Jesus. The Church may evangelise to maintain church
and then spread out members; needed to provide funds and volunteers to continue Christian work.
further.

+ Evangelism was helped

—

world and is lit on Christmas Day. /

he provides them with. They may spend more time focused/

Easter, Holy Week and Lent:
On Good Friday, Christians
celebrate Jesus being
crucified to atone for
Christians' sins, and on Easter
Sunday, they celebrate him
being resurrected from the

, overcoming death.

e are significant because
tians believe that
through these Jesus brought
them salvation and
reconciliation with God.

Lent is the period of 40 days
(plus Sundays) leading up to
Easter, and including Holy
Week, the week before Easter
(which includes Palm Sunday,
remembrance of the cleansing
of the Temple, Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday),
which is historically a time for
Christians to repent.

Christians often celebrate the

Last Supper and Jesus washing

his disciples’ feet on Maundy
Thursday.

{@

‘And he said to them, “Go
nto all the world and
proclaim the good news to

e whole creation.”

(Mark 16:15 NRSV)

by the first Christian Missionary work is often

abroad - often in countries
without a strong Christian
presence — trying to

evangelise in areas which,
less economically, A

Roman Emperor —
Constantine — other
leaders; and trade.

+ Churches have tried to
convert people in the
areas where they are
active.

+ Some Christians have
tried to evangelise
overseas through

missionary work.

out the religion.

= Centres and drop-ins where the
homeless, elderly, or overly drunk

= people on a night out, can receive
food, shelter and help, and which also
provide a space to discuss religion.

AT LALLLLLLLLLL

i Charities which help
= with humanitarian
support abroad and
also inform people
about Christianity,
e.g. Christian Aid.

The Church has grown greatly since the time of Jesus, ?
i though it is now declining in some Western countries. The evangelism and
i Church has tried to grow through missionary work and missicnary work
i evangelism, which are important to many Christians.

Christian Aid:

Christian Aid is a charity
which mainly supports people
practically, often in less
economically developed
countries, with the aim of
ending poverty and aiding
those who are suffering. They
do this out of compassion,
and because of other Christian
teaching

= The Church works
: reconcile conflict
and inequality out
of compassion, e.
: by negotiation.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Chrwian_uu —'ﬂddinﬂﬂﬂl» (ﬂeligimw and Short CO‘UTAE Material ' Different religions believe different things

H about the afterlife, e.g. how this is experienced.
i Non-religious people often argue that the :

Judaism a Jews may believe in immortality of the soul,

resurrection of the body, or reincarnation.

! afterlife does not exist.

The Jewish afterlife is
referred to as Olam
Ha-Ba (Hebrew for
‘the world to come’).

Some Jews believe in equivalents of the

Christian heaven and hell.

% But some believe that evil people will
cease to exist at death.

Muslims believe in
judgement at the end
of time and

Muslims believe

There is no fixed
concept of the afterlife
in Judaism.

Lack of certainty about the afterlife
be significant in focusing Jew

G]

. \é\,’)ﬁdi@ {/erfas?tmg
life, and some to shay everlasting
contempt.’ (Daniel 12:2 NRSV)

/For some, this is significant
in making them want to live
good lives to achieve a

Buddhists

that some people
of some other
religions such as
Judaism and
Christianity can go
to heaven (unlike
certain Christians
who believe that
only Christians can
go to heaven).

e second coming of
Jesus before the end
of time.

Muslims believe in
heaven and hell,
like Christians, but
NOT in purgatory.

Belief in the afterlife is significant in
comforting Muslims and encouraging them to
live good lives.

believe in better rebirth.

reincarnation:
when a person
is reborn and
lives another
life.

(Buddhists believe that good
actions bring good
consequences and vice versa
- this is known as kamma
(karma).)

‘.. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and
admitted to the Garden will have attained the
object (of Life): for the life of this world is but
goods and chattels of deception.’ (Qur'an 3:185)

/For some, this is significant in

making them want to live
lives which will help them to
achieve liberation from the

cycle of birth and rebirth
(samsara).

For Buddhists, their next
life depends on their
actions. Some Christians
also believe this, it

of comfort, not

eitis a source Some people have falsely

claimed to come back
from the dead, which

because it is real.

(Buddhists believe that
suffering and want to
liberated from samsara .
they can achieve the state
nibbana (nirvana).)

C

“Belief in life after death has
continued because it has been
used as a form of social
control — if people believe in a
good afterlife they may remain
content with a bad current life
— and not rebel for fear of hell.

So Buddhists may practise
meditation and help others in
order to work towards this.

Just because an afterlife is comforting and used as
social control, and some people lie, does not mean it is
not real. The Bible is evidence for life after death.

makes people suspicious.

hristians respond:

‘... through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who
has gone into heaven...’ (1 Peter 3:21-22 NRSV)

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

Explain the
concept of the
Trinity and
who it
contains.

Most Christians believe in the Trinity...

It is important to Christians t

believe in one God, a

) bers of the Trinity,
. J&Epirth at Christmas and the
:3ming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost

+ pray in Jesus' name / pray to Jesus
+ believe they experience the members
of the Trinity in their lives

....................... “/

The Nicene Creed states that
Jesus is God and gives beliefs
about the members of the
Trinity.

God the Father created the world and

sent Jesus, God the A

save humanity.

+ All of the members of the Trinity
were present at Jesus' baptism.

God the Son was present at B and helped with

B . He became the human being Jesus, born of a human

mother, Mary. He died to save humanity, before rising from the dead and

ascending to heaven. He will C the living and the dead.

present at creation, has spoken through prophets, descended at Jesus' D
the apostles at E . A change to the Nicene Creed indicat

Father and the Son, but Orthodox Christians disagree and tk.

2. Write the correct multiple-choice

God the Holy Spirit guides Christians and helps them in their lives, living in their hearts. He was

A- Son

B- creation * Judgement the Ten Commandments
C-  destroy create Judge

D- baptism crucifixion resurrection

E-  Christmas Easter Pentecost

3. Fillin the
Bible
quote.

Reference:

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

Genesis 1-3 records the creation of the
and of life. There are

different accounts.

In the first (Genesis 1:1-2:4), God creates the universe
and its inhabitants in days, and then
rests for a day. Plants and animals are created before

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 humans.
1

1

1

I The second (Genesis 2:4-25) d

The woman is tempted by a serpent and the couple
eat the fruit of the of knowledge of

good and evil, which God had forbidden. God casts

Role of the Word and the Spirit:

+ Genesis says that the spirit of God was
present at creation (sometimes
translated as a ‘wind' from God).

+ John 1:1-18 says that the Word (Jesus)
was present at creation and that

everything was created through him.

Find a Bible quote from John 1
about creation and write it here;

1
created them;
male and female

1. Fill in the gaps! Use the
words in the box to the right.

six tree universe

animals two woman

1

1

1
sidle A; they believe that the '
world was created in six days (and |
then God rested). :
+ Some Christians interpret the i
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1
1
Akind in his i
1
' Bible B. They believe that God
1
1
1
1
1

|Mage, in the

image of God he created the world and humanity,

but that the biblical account of

creation is spiritually, but not A,

Y
he created them. ' true. )

(Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

J

,’/ The importance of creation for Christians today:

+ Some Christians believe in the doctrine of the Fa

... and need saving, so they are grateful for Jesus

allowing them to be reconciled to God / have a rel:

The story of creation is
discussed in the Bible in
Genesis chapters 1=3

and John chapter 1:1—
18. Different Christians
interpret it differently.

+ Many Christians belizi« 2 hat God gave them dom

5. Outline three Christian beliefs about creation.

Reference:

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

Many Christions believe that Jesus was the incarnation of God — God
in the flesh. Most Christians believe he wos fully human and fully God ot
i the same time. He is also referred to as Christ (Greek for ‘anointed

i one’) and Son of God. incarnate.

¢ Jesus is referred to as %
letters, e.g. 1

arnate in the New Testame
sus is referred to as the :
ces'inh the New Testament, th
reliable.
had*divine abilities:

Significance for Christians todiouy:

Shows that God wants to

=

have a with
1
humans, and makes it ! 2)
. . : was from ! 3)
easier to relate to hi e !
1
\

God. % he appeared more than human at the TransfiguratrE

Many Christians beli 8 % % he came back from the dead

Jesus fulfilled the Jewish

, 50 they do not Shows that there Shows that God is and cares enough about

need to follow it. can be humans to live with them and die for them.
— Shows that God is 3. Look up 1 Timothy 3:16 and
1. Fillin the gaps!' after death. the incarnation here:
Use the words in

the box below.

law life compassionate
relationship  powerful  authority

Reference:

4. Find examples in the gospels of Jesus’ humanity. Make a few notes. | g g g prommememmsem s

% a God, do you think that it
e down to earth in human form

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

1 | Synopsis:
Jesus’ life, including: the Last N
Supper; his betrayal; his arrest; his
trials; his crucifixion and death; his
resurrection; and his ascension.

The suffering and death of Jesus are
known as the Passion.

Jesus praying
to God before
he died
showed his
human side —
he did suffer
like other
humans.

came to reunite God with the A

Significance of theae events for

) ling the person. of Jesus Chriat: Shows Jesus came to die as a sacrifice, to save humanity. He tells his

disciples that the forgiveness of sins is possible because of him,

then dies to pay the price for human sin. His resurrection shows

The gospels show that that he has also defeated B — the punishment of sin.

Jesus' death and

resurrection fulfilled C Jesus' statements that he is
Testament the Son of God (to the High <j
prophecy, and so the Priest) and that his kingdom The Temple curtain tearing from top to

burpose of Jesus' life was is not of this world (to Pilate) bottom is thought to symbolise that

COPYRIGHT

. . f humans are no longer se
to achieve God's long- show Jesus' awareness of his

God and th:t

term plan for humanity. D___ Thisshows P ROTE CTED
; 3. Fillin the
Jesus came to reveal God's 4 could be E Bible
2. Write th t : . .
rite the correc presence and and have a relationship. quote.

g

multiple-choice
answer in each gap.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

Ha
4. Find another 09
gentiles Bible quote E i
|
¥ that relates dUCOt on
B to the
crucifixion or
C- New resurrection R )
o eference:
D- divinity humanity forgiveness E“d write It
ere:
\E ~  reconciled resurrected crucified / *@




Chriatianity — Beliefs and Teachings

saved Christians from sin and death. Law, sin, grace, the

Salvation within Christianity refers to the belief that Jesus 0

1. Explain the concepts of salvation and
atonement, and Jesus’ role in these.

’
i
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

\

Salvation:

It is Aow Jesus
achieved salvation

It is what Jesus
achieved for them.

LN

N

Some : Some Christians 1

: Christians i :ithink that people :

! believe certain : :aresaved ifthey 1 a
people are i :usetheir free will ; Jesus'
! predestinedto i itoacceptlesus' i
‘ be saved. : &sacrifice.

= Jesus' death was a sacrifice which redeemed humans

death overcame the forces of evil. H

= Atonement is a divine mystery.

3. Which understanding of who receives
salvation (predestination or free will) makes
more sense to you? Why?

Grace and the Spirit:

Many Christians believe that grace is a gift from God, which can sa
humanity was an expression of God's grace. Many Christians also b
d sacraments.

grace through the Holy Spirit, the Bihle

Jews try to achieve
salvation by following
the Jewish law.

3Bme Christians believe in
original sin — inherited
from birth, a result of the
Fall.

Christians instead believe
that salvation has come
through Jesus' sacrifice —
and that this fulfilled the
Jewish law — though they
may follow some of the
Jewish law as well as
following Jesus'
teachings and example.

Others just believe in
personal sin - things a
Christian does wrong
themselves.

Christians believe they
need saving from sin —
acting against God's will —
so they can have a full
relationship with God.

T EETY

lvation from John 3 or
Acts 4 and write it here:

Reference:

2. Give three

2)

3)

through Jesus
(4 marks) (Exa

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Chriatianity — Beliefs and Teachings

In the parable of the A and the goats, Jesus teaches that he will j

1. Fill in the gaps with places Christians believe
people go to after death. You will need to use - the end of time depending on their actions — the good will go to heaven and

some more than once. H
I In the parable of the

@ > $ B Jemsteaches

Many Christians believe that good people will go peaple should be r-

Some Christians believe i

‘For all of us

the body: the dead will

must appear to_________,arealm inhabited by God and
before the angels, when they die. Jesus told his disciples that sht to come at any bodies at the end of time
j h Id lace for them (1~ - the dead would be raised
Jjudgement e would prepare a place for them time. 7/

seat of Some Christians belie (John 5:28~

Chist, so
that each

may receive
recompense I:>
for what has

been done in

7

people go to , a realm where
the body,
Z i\ Y they must do penance for their sins,
whether
good or evil. before entering . In the 39

o Articles of Religion, the Church of
(2 Corinthians

5:10 NRSV) England claims that is not

a

Many Christians believe in , a horrible realm where bad people go

Some Christians believe in both resurrection of the body an

found in the Bible and does not exist. the soul: people will live on immediately after death, but will

their bodies and E at the end of ti

when they die, separated from God. 2 Write the correct ( sheep

multiple-choice
answer ir nar

tenants sow
Eschatology refers to the end of things — for example, the end of life (death) "

and the end of time. Christians have various beliefs about what happens when 3 == C - resurrection rein
they die and what will happen at the end of time. Remember to see the sheet
on other religions for conirast, and the short course material. D- nirvana H

E-  buried Judged

Find another parable or teaching about judgemen
does it teach? (Hint: try Matthew 24 or 25.)

Reference:

S I
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Chriatianity — Beliefs and Teachings

ill'i . 2. Explain the concepts of natural suffering,
1. Fillin the Natural suffering is... b s g ! ¥ Go
Bible evil and moral suffering. o
i righte
quote. —F e ey geneeasines i natur
Evil is... e.g. pain caused by a tsunami
a ) = orearthquake, or by disease ..
Mrasrsrasresssngansnnnns T
& Moval suffering is... K “““““

______

|

The Problem of |

€vil/Suffering, |

and God's !
Nature i believe a

, righteous or he must be

—_—

Fromnipotent, this seems to undermine

o

. omnipotent. H

, which is based on beliefin a

loving God, who is fair, and holds that omnipotent Go

God was powerful enough to create the evil and sufferi
(Psalm 103:8 NRSV) . d defeat
universe and defea and will to prev

might conclude

d

+ If God is righteous and

omnipotent, it does not make be

for him to allow evil and suffering. ; allowing evil an

3. Fillin the gaps in the two boxes!
Use the words in the box to the right. You will
need to use some words more than o

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

4. Give another two examples of natural sufferino
suffering.

Do you think natural suffering or moral su
problem for Christians? Why?

g

Natural suffering:
1)
2)

a9

Education
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Christianity, — Beliefs and Teachings

Some argue it is more loving for God to have given

1. Fill'in the gaps.

Use the words in humans meaning evil may be caused by

the box below. human choice.
% Does not solve problem of suffering.
. % Some think it is worth having evil to have free will, Christians may feel th
suffering but others disagree. pray for someone's su
saved
. Some Christians believe evil and are a % |t (does / does not)
Juct or answer some pr
free will and a test.
trial If there was no (suffer
L 4 % Even if suffering is necessary, surely less opportunity for charit

suffering is necessary. % There would alway:

(Psalms/Esther) and Jo
understanding.

% This cannot be dis

: suffering to develop movally an o'punish humans.

4. Find areleva

% Jesus humans.

spiritually.

The Book of Job shl % It is not always the evil who

a test of chavacter — Job...

The Book of Job also shows that
i suffering tests faith — Job...

: Solutions to the problem of evil and suffering
: i can be biblical, theoretical and practical. Some

:
:

:

.

H

: H

H = ! may seem more successful than others. H
: H

Massesssssnassssnnsnnnnnsn gesssssssssmsssmmansnnal

H

2. How does the book of Job show 6. Extension: Which do you think

suffering as a test of character is the strongest solution given
and faith? here? Which do you think is the

weakest? Give reasons for both.

___________________________

5. Do you think that free will
provides a good enough reason
for a God to allow evil and
suffering? Why / why not?

Strongest:

Why:

i)
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Weakest:

Why:

N e e e —

.......................................................
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1. Fill in the four
blank worship
activities using
the descriptions.

Worship covers any acts of devotion to
God and can come in different styles and
involve different practices. Remember fo
see the sheet on other religions for contrast.

Liturgy:
This is a set worship service, involving set items, such as set words,
set hymns and set prayers. This (and liturgical worship) may be
used to help to make worship feel special, and also to allow a

1)

A

| with God.

- used to teach
about Christianity and the Bible.
Important in helping Christians
understand their faith better and
in encouraging them to li :
lives and have a full

congregation to become familiar wi* words and practices used

is is worship which follows a
structure. Many churches may follow
the same liturgical style every week,
but use different hymns and
prayers, for example, each week.
The Book of Common Prayer
—————— contains many liturgical services.

[ . Tt TE s s e e
! i 2. Explain | Non-liturgical worshi
' = what '
speaks to them through the Bible i focusing on God i nonh- :
and gives his grace. E or religious ! liturgical :
+ Singing - Christians sing to ! F?(e:nis' EAO;e i worship i
praise God and reflect. Important ! lIkely 1o be done H is and !
in allowing Christians to express ! |nd|V|du§IIy. . ! W,h it !
their feelings about God, often ! Helpfgl in letting . .y 1
as part of a group. ! Christians reflect might be !
iy g A . 2 1| on their religion : used. !
! o i ) . ) i ! and its part in : !
1 2) ____ - communication with God, important in helping 'l their life i )
| Christians in their relationship with God. Can be formal or informal. 1 | ’ | ) ST Tt
! | ! Focusing on icons — some Christians, suc

focus on special paintings of Jesus and t

Catholics and some Anglicans may see
liturgical worship as highly significant
because they feel liturgies and sacraments
are important for connecting with God.

Others, e.g. Pentecostals, may see non-
liturgical worship as more significant,

because they want their worship to be
inspired by God / the Holy Spirit.

COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

4. Explain two reasons why Christians worship God. (4 m
(Exam Practice) :
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ﬁso known as Mass, Holy

Communion and the Lord's
Supper, the Eucharist is eating
bread and drinking wine. This
follows Jesus' command at the
Last Supper to remember him
in this way and to remember
that his body (bread) and blood
(wine) were sacrificed for the
forgiveness of sins. It is
important in reminding
Christians what God has done
for them.

Sacraments are important practices which L
Some denominations

help Christians worship God. Some i

Christians feel that they receive God’s (such as the Catholic
grace through these and that the Church) observe seven
sacraments are powerful in themselves, sacraments: Eucharist,
while others see sacraments as symbolic. Baptism, Confirmation,
Ordinances are practices which are H

important for Christians but which are not
given the significance of sacraments.

Penance, Matrimony,
Holy Orders, and
Anointing of the Sick.

Most Christian
denominations observe

In the Anglican Church, ordained clergy L :charist as
sacraments, e.g. the

Church of England 39
Articles affirm two
sacraments.

bless the bread and wine and distribute it;

often the members of the congregation

n the Anglican

come tothe A _ . The Euchari .
it Church, infant Quakers and the

baptism, also Salvation Army do not
observe sacraments.

celebrate the
Eucharist in
different known as

will be part of a liturgy. j

wafers, and the wine is

chalice. A blessing will be g'lven for those ways. christening, is P
who do not receive bread and wine. Some Churches common. A young J Baptism is..
practise infant child is anointed :
and adult H
The Catholic Church believes in baptism (people with water froma |
B __: that the bread and wine have a choice). D ,and i
somehow become the body and blood of the parents and i
Jesus. Catholics must be have a special First godparents make i
Communion service to receive the Eucharist. promises to raise I“
The 39 Articles (Church of England) claim the child in the b SR
thereisnoB . Christian faith.
The Baptist Church only baptisesC ____ (and older children). They must make

promises to commit their life to God and are fully immersed in water.

1. Write the correct multiple-choice answers in the gaps.
/ BN
A-  altar lectern pulpit
B- real presence incarnation transubstantiation
C-—  adults infants teenagers
2. Fillin
D- spoon font pool

\

COPYRIGHT
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5. Explain two reasons why sacraments
are important to Christians. (4 alvation Army do not observe
(Exam Practice) sacraments.
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1. Which prayer did Jesus teach his disciples
to say?

@ ),

““Pray then in this way:

—there are

different versions adapted

Our Father in heaven, from a prayer Jesus taught his

hallowed be your name. * disciples. This allows Christians

Your kingdom come. Your

will be done, on earth as it '
is in heaven. Give us this

day our daily bread. And :

to ask God for provision and th types of prayer (set and informal) can

be said in formal services, orin less formal /
individual worship.
+ Prayers can be used to praise God, to thank
him, to ask for his forgiveness, and to ask
him for help, for others or oneself.
¢+ Catholics may think set prayers are more
important because many have been taught
""" j by Jesus / the Bible / the Church.
ome prayets are B, ' ¢+ Liberal Protestants may see informal prayer:
which Christians can use to | as more important as they build a personal
share their own thoughts | relationship with God.
with God and talk to him |
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

guidance.

forgive us our debts, as we |

also have forgiven our hristians may
debtors. And do not briy, “rticllar purposes.
us to the time of trial, b SR - - - -p----------—---z=zoC
rescue us from the evil oo

wm

one.

(Matthew 6:9-13 NRSV)

&,

about their feelings and
things currently happening
in the world and their lives.

3. What s prayer and
what is its purpose?

Prayevr is...

2. Write A or B next to each type of prayer to
match it to the correct box.

O informal prayers
‘ ) set prayers

4. When teaching the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6, ;; 5 many Catholics use to pray with, and
Jesus said that God would forgive someone’
sins if they did what? e i e e e e e e N

COPYRIGHT
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1. Give two different reasons 3. Write the name of the

why pilgrimage / Walsingham lona pilgrimage site next to its
pilgrimage places may be Taizé  Jerusalem description. Use the words in
thought important. the box to the left.

L , \ ______—important because Jesus taugh’
Significance and importance: -

=i tant \
v The Catholic Church... _____ -—importan

. _ and
because a vision
— important 43). Some
should go
because they each host a
Christian community.
e

¢ Many Protestants...
Pilgrimage...

2. What is pilgrimage,
and why do
Christians go on

. S pilgrimage?

5. Give three other pla

Christians may go o

COPYRIGHT
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\

4
' Christmas and : N

1. Fill in the gaps! Use the words in the box to the [
right. You will need to use some more than once.

Good Friday reconcile Lent salvation A

' There are several important Christian celebrations, especially t .
1 surrounding and including Christmas and Easter. These .
1 events in the Bible or in the lives of saints. =

Christmas is the celebration of

Jesus' birth, and is

ay spend more time praying —to

elationship with God, who symbolically

heir lives at (Christmas/Easter), and to ask for
peace in the world.

the time of preparation leading

up to it.

Christians celebrate these = . . - . .
re may be special services (e.g. Christingle services, carol services and

midnight Mass) during (Lent/Advent) and on Christmas Day, and
Advent groups throughout Advent, to focus on Jesus and welcome him.

because they believe God

son, Jesus, who many believ¥

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
1
1
1
1
1
|
1
Sundays in Advent and on Christmas Day. These remind Christians of |
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

»
. N Many Christians light candles on an Advent wreath in church on the four
be God incarnate, to save them ]
1
and them with : (saints/prophets) and key figures leading up to the birth of Jesus, and/or
God. Christmas is significant ' of qualities such as love and hope. The white candle in the centre
' g ' symbolises Jesus the light of the world and is lit on Christmas Day.
because Jesus' birth was when H o o ) )
! Christians may (fast/diet) in Lent; they may give up a certain
Jesus came into the world to live | type of food to help them focus on God, and remember all
! ; ; ; .
with and humans, ! that he provides thgm with. They may spend more tl.me \
i focused on God in prayer, or give money to charity. |
and without his birth he would ' o B
) ) ! Christians often celebrate Palm Sunday to remember +**
not have been able to die and rise ! Jesus' (carnival/triumphal) entry into Jerusalem, R
. to save humanity. K showing Jesus as a king, but not a conventional king.

On Good Friday, Christians remember the crucifixion, and on Easter Sunday, the resurrection. There
(vigils/wakes) or aids to meditation in church before Easter, and services of the Eucharist on Ea

3. Find a Bible quote about the events that
Christmas celebrates, and write it here:
(Hint: use the start of Matthew's Gospel
or Luke’s Gospel)

in the New Testament
d write it here:

Reference: Reference:

believe that throug

and

is th
Sundays) leading u
Holy Week, the we
includes Palm Sund
cleansing of the Tem

), whi

Christians to repent

Last Supper and Jes

washing his disciple:

(feet/hands) on Maun
Thursday.

e ——— - ——
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1. What is evangelism? Why
do Christians / does the
Church evangelise?

nistory of Church growth:

+ Early Christians
evangelised locally, and
then spread out further.

¢+ Evangelism was helped by
the first Christian Roman
Emperor — Constantinzeg
other leaders and tr

courses and Church activities open to the public —

Jarigelise in areas which are less  m=i designed to get people interested in the Church and Christi

¢+ Churches have tried t
convert people in the
areas where they are active.

and to teach them about the religion.

1
1
i
1
5! economically developed, while also
i helping with

1

Centres and drop-ins where the homeless, or

§

/ considerations.

+ Some Christians have tried
to evangelise overseas
through missionary work.

drunk people on a night out, can receive food, shelter a

and which also provide a space to discuss religion.

The Church has grown greatly since the time of Jesus, though which help with

it is now declining in some Western countries. The Church has

tried to grow through missionary work and evangelism, B: humanitarian support

which are important to many Christians. :
c P 4 abroad and also inform

people about Christia
4. Outline three purposes of evangelism. (3 marks)
(Exam Practice)
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1 . .
1. What is ecumenism? Why is it important? ! Ecumenism is...
1

The local church, or parish, is important because it tries
to help local believers and the local area with faith and
with practical issues.

How the local church Ch.u rches want to help sup
* helps believers and. tocal church helps faith of others.

era and the community,
Church members may w,
with their lives due to ¢

. Liiy'groups, eg. to study the or L
0 Ip s understand their faith, strengthen their Christian Churches and Chrlétlans want tc') evan
. &@ﬁ ractise Christian teachings in their everyday lives. God (see 1 Peter 5: 1-4) and gain mor
2. Fillin the RN, 09 :
(five) gaps N Provides fellowshi i i i isti
: p —the opportunity to spend time with other Christians. : 1 .
about what This allows believers to discuss their and form friendships. 4. Read 1Peter 5:1-4. YVrlte do
a church H . that you take from it.
does in the +  Provides activities for children, to help them to learn about ST
local ¢ and grow in their faith. : Lo1)
community I:IIIIllIIIllllIIIllIIIIllIIIIllIIIIllIIIIllIIIIllIIIIlllIIIlllIIIlllIIIlllIIIllllIII; :
s = ¢ Church members will visit those who are or unable to attend 1 1
—with no : L 5 : - - . . : '
| : church so Christians will receive spiritual and practical support in hard times. & !
prompts! B e A B A AR N KNS M AN NS AN A EKNa A Eaa H |
1+ Churches may do outreach work, such as running courses and i i 2)
activities to help non-Christians come to faith. These activities may provide & i
enjoyment and support for those in the community who need practical '
: support or companionship. : )
B < 3
- . 1
i ¢+ The Church may speak out about local issues or help local charities to add : !
weight to the community voice and give support to local projects.

3. Find a Bible quote which provides a way in which the
local church may help others in the local community, and
write it here: (Hint: try Matthew 25 or Mark 10.)

do you think different churches work together
n a local level?

Reference:

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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1. What does Christian Aid aim to
do — and how and why does it do
this?

Christian Aid:

The Church works to reconcile conflict and :
inequality out of compassion e.g. by negotiation.

3. Give another three roles of the
worldwide Church. (Hint: use the
other boxes as prompts.)

4. What do you think is the most
important thing the worldwide
Church does? Why?

Charity — Christians believe that they should help, and give to, others.
+ Jesus taught them that they ought to help others, including in the parable of

the sheep and the goats in Matthew A where he

indicates that those who perform acts of charity will go t
B because helping others i< > s¢

do not help others will go to C _
+ St Paul also teaches th '

through N, han as an empty gesture (in 1

to charity, give a E or approach charity in a different

way. Some feel that helping others is more important than giving money,

I
i
1
' but many feel that they must give money/goods as well as any other help.
1
1
I
1

+ The worldwide church promotes giving charity for these reasons.

/Role and importance:
+ To help support all
Christians.
+ To promote charity.
1)

In some countries
Christians are
persecuted for
their faith — they
may not be
allowed to worship
publically or own
Bibles, e.g. i
Korea

The worldwide Church can me
Christians, or all churches of a p
denomination. Many denomin
work together as members of th
Council of Churches, though the
h is not o member.

3
»
-
smsEsswaEnamnnn

2)

ﬁy\)/vere a persecuted Christian, how do
you would respond? Why?

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Christianity —fidditional Religions — fterlife

i Different religions believe different things about

the afterlife, e.g. how this is experienced. 0

Jews may believe in im,
resurrecti

1. What is the afterlife
called in Judaism?

of the soul,
carnation

The Jewish afterlife is referred to

as (Hebrew

3. Why migh :
certainty a

for 'the world to come’).

cease to exist at death.

Lack of certainty about the afterlife can be significant...

2. Fillin the quote.

4. List two similarities and two differences between belie
afterlife in Christianity and Judaism.

Difference 1:

Difference 2:

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Christianity —fidditional Religions — fterlife

2. People of which
Muslims religion
Muslims most li

1. Th(?ugh'they I Muslims believe in judgement at the end of ) Peheve may also
believe in ! ! into heaven?
resurrection ! time and resurrection of the body but NOT in !
of the body, ‘ |
which related E “““““““““““
concept do H “Muslims believe that some people of some other relig
Muslims not , ! q
believe in? ' ! an cangoto

 certain Christians who believe that only Christians can
1

Muslims believe in
heaven and hell,
like Christians, but
NOT in purgatory.

\j Belief in the afterlife is signi

comforting Muslims and encoura
live good lives.

3. Fillin the quote. ﬁ

(Qur'an 3:185

Similarity 1:

Similarity 2:

Difference 1:

Difference 2.

P

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Christianity — fldditicnal Religiona — flfterlife

1

i

I

' good actions bring
: .

I

I

1. Name the L Different religions believe different things about
Buddhism F<?r som.e, this is significant the afterlife, e.g. how this is experienced.
in making them want to -

conceptthat |\ live good lives to achieve a
people are 0 N better rebirth. What do
born again I Buddhists believe in — Buddhists
when they die. i (Buddhists believe that . .

! ; believe their

1

1

next life

s, i conse
ORI -7 when a person is rebom depends on?
' and lives another life.
e W )N S
————— \\\ o
""" { ForBuddhists, their next life

1 »
! depends on their !
want to live lives which will help i |
1 1
. N . 1 1
them to achieve liberation from the ! Some Christians also believe !
. 1 1
2. Whatis the cycle of birth and rebirth (samsara). ' this, but they also believe that !
name of the 1 !

1 . . N
. . . . their afterlife depends on bein

s.tate o_f (Buddhists believe that life is suffering i P g i
liberation from ) 1 saved through Jesus. i
and want to be liberated from samsara v !

the cycle of
birth and
death
(samsara)
which
Buddhists
believe in?

3
»
RLTTo e

so they can achieve the state of

)

So Buddhists may practise meditation

and help others in order to work

towards this.

Similarity 1:

Difference 1:

Difference 2:

Difference 3:

hristianity and Buddhism.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

a9

Education



Christianity — Short Course Material

Non-religious people often argue that the afterlife does not exist. 1. For atheists, what is
; et —————————————— there not for the

_/ afterlife? (Hint: similar to

‘proof’}

People only believe
in the afterlife

Some people have falsely claimed
to come back from the dead,
which makes people suspicious.

Christians respond: j
Just because an afterlife is comforting and used as social control, and some people lie,
this does not mean it is not real. The Bible is evidence for life after death.

Belief in life after death
has continued because it

has been used as a form of

social control...

might belief in
the afterlife be
used as a form
of social
control?

1 Peter 3:21-22 NRSV)
J

|

"

|

'] 2. How/why
|

|

1

|

1

LY
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Christianity — fldditicnal Religions — Worship

What are the
differences

Worship is important in religions

other than Christianity, but it is The Jewish holy building is a synagogue. Jews

not practiced in exactly the i | worship here, as well as elsewhere.
between ;
same ways.
Orthodox
Judaism and
Reform Judaism Three lots of prayers should be said
with regards to daily in the synagogue or wherever a
women and men Jew is: evening, morning and afternoon.

during worship?

4

Ovthodox services....

but Reform services...

Worship is significant to Jews because: T

In Orthodox Judaism,...
+ they believe worship serves God and they want to do this. It

In Reform Judaism.... allows them to have a relationship with him.

+ Jews believe God is present with them when several of them

3. Why has synagogue worship been him together.

particularly important to Jews since around
the middle of the first century ce?

Jews want to underst n the Scriptures becaus

4. List two similarities and two differences between wi

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Christianity — fldditicnal Religions — Worship

1.  How many times
a day must
Muslims pray (or  f--.,
how many sets of
prayers must
they say)?

Worship is important in religions other than
i Christianity, but it is not practised in exactly
i the same ways.

_stablish regular Prayer: for Prayer restrains from s
and unjust deeds; and remembrance of Allah is the g
(thing in life) without doubt..." (Qur'an 29:45)

Women pray at home, or in a different section of the

i
. o3 .
Muslim! ey efore praying and
) mosque from men.

perform § S % ents while praying.

I”—____________________T _______ N e TSI
Prayerson___ atmidday are \/ Worship is significant to Muslims because:

the most important. Muslims will often

+ prayer/worship is one of the five pillars of Islam

attend the mosque for these, and the

I
1
i
1
'+ Muslims want to have a good relationship with Allah
1

imam will lead a service including a

talk/sermon.

______________________________

2. Prayers on which
day are most
important for
Muslims?

3. Give anothert
reasons why w
significant to

The Muslim holy building is a
Muslims worship here, as

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

4. List two similarities and two differences between ity"and Islam.

g

Similarity 1:

a9

Education

Similarity 2:
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Difference 1:

Difference 2:
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

-------------------------------------
-

Most Christians bz

ristians that they believe in one
d,"as worship of others is forbidden.

Q
......................................................................

e
™ &LLLLLEE NN Y]

¢+ The Nicene Creed states that Jesus
is God and gives beliefs about the
members of the Trinity.

¢+ All of the members of the Trinity

were present at Jesus' baptism.

God the Father created the world
and sent Jesus, God the Son, to
save humanity.

God the Son was present at creation and helped wit
creation. He became the human being Jesus, be;n
human mother, Mary. He died to sa
rising from the dead and asce
judge the living and

7_"@% “: .resent at creation, has spoken through prophets, descended at
&Mgz f;t m, and upon the apostles at Pentecost. A change to the Nicene
Cr®®% indicates that he proceeds from the Father and the Son, but Orthodox

Christians disagree and think he proceeds from the Father only.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

Genesis 1-3 records the creation of the universe
and of life. There are two different accounts

‘So God created
humankind in his

In the first (Genesis 1:1-2:4
: image, in the
image of God he
created them;
male and female

y

God has created the earth, he creates man. He then he created them.
creates plants and animals, and then creates woman,

out of one of man’s ribs.

(Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

The woman is tempted by a serpent and the couple
eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and

evil, which God had forbidden. God casts them out
of their garden paradise for their disobedience.

/Role of the Word and the Spirit:

+ Genesis says that the spirit of God was
present at creation (sometimes tra
as a ‘wind’ from God).

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

The “s"rory of creation is
discussed in the Bible in  § ove
Genesis chapters 1-3 R

and John chapter 1:1—= The
18. Different Christians
interpret it differently.

I9
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

Jesus was the incarnation of
. Most Chr|s'r|cms belleve he was fully

0
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Significance for Christiana today:

Shows that God wants to
have a relationship with
humans, and makes it
easier to relate to him.

Means Jesus' authority
was from God.

Shows

Many Christians believe that th

that Jesus fulfilled the , COPYRIGHT
Jewish law, so they do not Shows PROTECTED
. ; that God
need to follow it death .
: is
powerful.

I9
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

O:The gospels record the last days of Jesus’ life, including: the F
Last Supper; his betrayal; his arrest; his trials; his crucifixion
and death; his resurrection; and his ascension.

_gospels record that Je.
: The suffering and death of Jesus are known as ody and blood were giv
e eemereae e e e enr e en e e emreene e enennnan A betrayed by his disciple J
Council, the Roman Gove
The Jews convinced Pilate
the Temple curtain tore i
going to his tomb on the
appeared, risen from the

“human side —
he did suffer
like other
humans.

Jesus says that his blood is poured o
Jesus came to reunite God with the g

Shows Jes

Significance of theae eventa for tells his

understanding the peraon of Jesus Christ:

The gospels
show that Jesus’
death and

d(

resurrect i

2 High Priest) and bottom is
_ that his kingdom symbo
ophecy, and is not of this world ~ humans a
so the purpose (to Pilate) show separated
of Jesus' life was Jesus’ awareness and that
to achieve God's of his divinity. so that h
long-term plan This shows Jesus GO.d c
for humanity. came to reveal reconc|le'
God's presence relati

and nature.
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

-------------------------------------------------------------------
.

Salvation within Christianity refers to the
belief that Jesus saved Christians from sin

and death. Law, sin, grace, the Spirit, and
atonement are all related concepts.

.....................................................

(a

tonement:
Christians believe
that Jesus saved
them by dying on
the cross and
somehow atoning
for, or making up
for, their sin.

Sin:
Some Christians believe in
original sin — inherited
from birth, a result of the
Fall.

them from sin
and death
through his death
and resurrection.
This is known as
salvation.

Others just believe in
personal sin — things a
Christian does wrong
themselves.

It is what Jesus
achieved for
them.

It is how Jesus
achieved salvation
for them.

COPYRIGHT
ainst God's will - PROTECTED
' so they can have a full

relationship with God.

I9

Christians
= believe certain .
: people are

: predestined
: to be saved.

Jesus’ death was a sacrifice which redeem
: the price required by sin — death.

I:'I am :I.l.::I.l.::I.I.I.I.I.l.llI.I.l.llI.I.l.llI.I.l.llI.I.l.llI.I.l.lllllll.l.l.l...
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= will to accept
= Jesus' sacrifice.
"

: Jesus' death overcame the forces of evil.

:....1..'::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.’"""""""

: Atonement is a divine mystery.



Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

Many Christians believe that good people will go to heaven, a realm
inhabited by God and angels, when they die. Jesus told his disciples
that he would prepare a place for them (John 14:2-4). Som
Christians believe only Christians will go to heaven, beca::
said that he was the ‘way’ to '[God the] Fa

In the parable of the brides
Jesus teaches that people shot
ready for the Kingdom of God
end of the world and judge
come at any time.

a
‘For all of us
must appear

penance for their sins, before entering heaven.

before the
judgement In the 39 Articles of Religion, the Church of
ceat of England claims that purgatory is not found in
Christ, so the Bible and does not exist.
I1St,
that each

may receive
recompense

for what has o L _
Many Christians believe in hell, a horrible

realm where bad people go when they die,
separated from God.

been done in
the body,
whether

good or evil’ s

COPYRIGHT
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(2 Corinthians
5:10 NRSV)
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachings

Natural suffering is pain which is caused
not by a person, but by natural

Evil is a mora

moral suffering — <=l eg murder,
caused by a deliberate CPPTTPPPRT
human action

Problems for Christians:
+ |If God is not benevolent,

righteous or omnipotent, this
a ) seems to undermine Christianity,
“The LORD is merciful which is based on belief in a loving
and gracious, slow to God, who is fair, and holds that

anger and abounding in God was powerful enough
steadfast love. create the universe a COPYRIGHT
death PROTECTED

(Psalm 103:8 NRSV)

t, righteous and
tént, it does not make
ense for him to allow evil and
suffering.

g
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Christianity — Beliefs and Teachinga

Some argue it is more loving for God to have given
humans free will meaning evil may be caused by
human choice.

% Does not solve problem of natural suff
% Some think it is worth having evi'
but others disagree.

Some Christia
trial and a test.

Peve evil and suffering are a

% Even if suffering is necessary, surely less
suffering is necessary.

The vale of soul-making theory
suggests that humans need evil and
suffering to develop morally and

spiritually. COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

The Book of Job shows suffering as a
test of character — Job proves he is a
good person even when bad things
happen to him.

~was no suffering, there would be
portunity for charity — helping others w
suffering.

I9

The Book of |
suffering tes\\EgE
stronger relat\ga#® with God through
praying about his misfortune.

ag
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..................................................................
. LN

Worship covers any acts of devotion to
God and can come in different styles and
involve different practices. Remember to
see the sheet on other religions for contrast. ;

...................................................................

+ Sermon/Talk — used to teach about
Christianity and the Bible. Impo
helping Christians »ader<*

to live good livig
relationship witr

+ Bible reading — used to teach God's
will, in group or private worship.
Important because Christians may
feel that God speaks to them through

the Bible and gives his grace. '

¢+ Singing — Christians sing to praise God
and reflect. Important in allowing
Christians to express their feelings
about God, often as part of a group.

¢ Prayer — communication with God,
important in helping Christians in
their relationship with God. Can
formal or informal

Liturgy:
This is a set worship se

Meditation —

focusing on God or

religious themes.
More likely to be
done individually.
Helpful in letting
Christians re:
theie =

volving set items,
s (and liturgical
rship feel special, and a
come familiar with the words

Liturgical wo
This is worshi
structure. Ma
follow the sam

each week. Th
Prayer contai
services.

Catholics and some \§ Ns may see
liturgical worship as highly significant because
they feel liturgies and sacraments are
important for connecting with God.

Others, e.g. Pentecostals, may see non-
liturgical worship as more significant,
because they want their worship to be
inspired by God / the Holy Spirit.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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...............................................
o
0

Sacraments are important practice
which help Christians worship God
Some Christians feel that they recei
God'’s grace through these and that
sacraments are powerful in themsel
while others see sacraments as

symbolic. Ordinances are practice
which are imp~tizat for Christians b
which

Also known as Mass, Holy
Communion and the Lord’s Supper,
the Eucharist is eating bread and
drinking wine. This follows Jesus'
command at the Last Supper to
remember him in this way and to
remember that his body (bread)
and blood (wine) were sacrificed
for the forgiveness of sins. It is
important in reminding Chricti.«
what God has dg

In the Anglican Church, ordained
clergy bless the bread and wine
and distribute it; often members
of the congregation come to the
altar. The Eucharist will be part
of a liturgy. The bread is thin
wafers, and the wine is usually in
one chalice. A blessing will be
given for those who do not

receive bread and wine. !
Other Churches as christen

The Catholic Church believes in also celebrate the common. A
transubstantiation: that the bread Eucharist in
and wine somehow become the different ways.
body and blood of Jesus. Catholics
must be have a special First
Communion service to receive the
Eucharist. The 39 Articles (Church
of England) claim there is no
transubstantiation.

Some Churches
practise infant and
adult baptism (peobl-

The ch only baptises adults (and older
J- They must make promises to commit their

life to God and are fully immersed in water.

““Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing ti
name of the Father and of the Som and of the Holy

(Matthew 28:19 NRSV)

COPYRIGHT
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( )EIIIIIIIII'II'IIIIIIIIIIIII
- e.g. Christians say the,

““Pray then in this

way: Our Fatherd

heaven, hallc
your name. Yc

kingdom come. Your

will be done, on earth Some prayers are set prayers —
as it is in heaven. exact prayers which Christians use.

Christians may use these for
particular purposes.

Give us this day our
daily bread. And
forgive us our debts,

~ -
AL T L

as we also have
Some prayers are informal prayers, which

i Christians can use to share their own
And do not bring us thoughts with God and talk to k= ¢
to the time of trial, their feelings and thinns

forgiven our debtors.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

but rescue us from

the evil one.”

9

(Matthew 6:9—13 NRSV)

ag

Education

AdOD NOILO3dSNI




«Jefusalem — important
because Jesus taught,
died and rose here.

ngificance and importance:
* The Catholic Church consid

places imporigiiyec
who have I %
have happe QR c.
+ Many Protestarits do not believe places
are important in themselves, but may
go to a pilgrimage site to spend time
worshipping with other Christians or
for their own reasons.

Walsingham -
important because a
vision of Mary was
seen here and there
are shrines to her.

Pilgrimage involves going on a physical journey in o
spiritual journey. It helps Christians to focus on and d

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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----------------------------------------------

Gristmas and Advent:
Christmas is the celebraf'
of Jesus' birtg (N

In Advent, Christians may spe
— to improve their relations
symbolically enters their live

) ask for peacein t

Christians celebrate these
because they believe God
sent his son, Jesus, who
many believe to be God
incarnate, to save them
and reconcile them with
God. Christmas is significant
because Jesus' birth was
when Jesus came into the
world to live with and teach
humans, and without his
birth he would not have
been able to die and rise to
save humanity.

There may be special services (e.g. Christingle s
and midnight Mass) during Advent and on Chris
groups throughout Advent, to focus on Jesus

Many Christians light candles on an Advent wreath in
Sundays in Advent and on Christmas Day. These re
prophets and key figures leading up to the birth of Jes
such as love and hope. The white candle in the centre
light of the world and is lit on Christma

on God in prayer, or give mon

Christians often celebrate Palm S
Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusale
king, but not a conventi

ay, Christians remember the crucifixion, and on Easter Sunday, the resurreci
vigils or aids to meditation in church before Easter, and services of the Eucharist o

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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ﬁistory of Church growth:

+ Early Christians
evangelised locally, and
then spread out further.

+ Evangelism was helped
by the first Christian
Roman Empo
Constantir:
leaders, anc J

¢ Churches havetried to
convert people in the
areas where they are
active.

+ Some Christians have
tried to evangelise
overseas through

missionary work.

Missionary work is often abroad —
often in countries without a strong
Christian presence - trying to
evangelise in areas which are less
economically developed, while also
helping with practical considerations.

to the publi
interested i

MAEEEEEEEEEEEEN

...............................................................................

' The Church has grown greaily since the time of Je
i now declining in some Western countries. Th ¢
i grow through missionary work
i important to many Christian

..............................................
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..........................................................................................................

i The local church, or parish, is important because it tries to help local
: believers and the local area with faith and with practical issues.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

+ Worship services and meeting groups, ¢
study the Bible or pray. The

e
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a&hmgs in their

+ Provides feIIdWship — the opportunity to spend
time with other Christians. This allows believers to
+  discuss their faith and form friendships.

¢+ Provides activities for children, to help them to
learn about Christianity and grow in their faith.

-
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+ ¢ Church members will visit those who are ill or
unable to attend church so Christians will receive

: spiritual and practical support in hard times.

¢+ Churches may do outreach work, such as running
Alpha courses and activities to help non-Chri<:iz
come to faith. These activities may
enJoyment and support fort

companlo.

help local charltles to add weight to the
community voice and give support to local
projects.
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Christian Aid:
Christian Aid is a charity
which mainly supports
people practically, often in
less economically developed
countries, with the aim of
ending poverty and aiding
those who are suffering. They
do this out of compassion,
and because of other
Christian teaching.

Charity — Christians believe th hould help, and g

ht to help others, inclu

ats dlatthew 25, where he indicates

40 to heaven because helping others is

7 others will go to hell.

=St Paul also teaches that Christians should love everyon
compassion, rather than as an empty gesture (in 1 Cori

+ Christian’s beliefs differ about whether they should gi
charity, give a tithe, or approach charity in a different
others is more important than giving money, but man
money/goods as well as any other help.

¢+ The worldwide Church promotes giving charity for th

(Role and importance:

+ To help coordinate
beliefs and practices s
Christians know.ho t

live or't *

The Church works
to reconcile
conflict and
inequality out of
compassion, e.g.
by negotiation.

To help support all
Christians.

+ To evangelise, to
convert more
Christians.

To promote charity.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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. how this is experienc

\ The Jewish afterlife is referred to
as Olam Ha-Ba (Hebrew for ‘the
world to come”).

There is no fixed concept
of the afterlife in Judaism.

L

Lack of certaint
significant in fo

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Many of those who sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to

ag

everlasting life, and some to shame and Education
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everlasting contempt.” (Daniel 12:2 NRSV)




Muslims believe in
judgement at the end
of time and
resurrection of the
body but NOT in
immortality of the
soul. They believe in the
second coming of Jesus
before the end of time.

‘... Only he who is saved far fro
adwmitted to the Garden will ha
object (of Life): for the life of th
goods and chattels of deceptio
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COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

I9

ag

Education



od lives to achieve a bet
rebirth.

(Buddhists believe that good actions br
good consequences and vice versa — thi
known as kamma (karma).)

is reborn and

lives another
life.

For some, this is significant in making them
want to live lives which will help them to
achieve liberation from the cycle of birth and

rebirth (samsara).

(Buddhists beli
want to
: «ate of nibbana (nirvana).)

50 Buddhists may practise meditation and
help others in order to work towards this.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Christianity — Short Course Material

People only believe in
the afterlife because it
is a source of comfort,
not because it is real.

Belief in life after death has
continued because it has been
used as a form of social control
if people believe in a good
afterlife they may remain
content witha b
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Christianity - fldditional Religions — ‘Worship

........................................................................................

i Worship is important in religions other than Christianity,
but it is not practised in exactly the same ways.

..................................................................................

+ne Jewish holy buildin
synagogue. Jews wors
as elsewhere.

Many (more commonly male) Jews wear
prayer shawls (tallit) with
tassels/fringes and boxes containing
Scripture (tefillin) when they pray.
These are commanded in the Torah.

In Orthodox Judaism, women and men
are separated during worship and

prayer. In Reform Judaism, men and
women worship together.
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Christianity - fldditional Religions - ‘Worship

..............

------------------

/

Muslims must wash before praying and
perform set movements while praying.

Prayers on Friday at midday are the
most important. Muslims will o
attend the mosque for the: 2, ¢
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mosque. Muslims w:
well as elsewhere.
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Remember!
Always check the exam board website for new information, i
changes to the specification and sample assessment materia

The Trinity

1
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet

See summary sheet

For example:
o  [think Christians can defend belief iz, ¢
sense by human standards
able to do anything
e Ido ink ¢k

ille believing in the Trini
sible for God to exist like this, as

il defend belief in one God while believing in th
_«udi'the three persons of the Trinity are thought to be div
t all of the three persons described as the Trinity can be Go

For exaniple:
‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LoRD alone.” (or ‘The Lord is our God, the
NRSV)

For example:

e  Christians believe that God is one being, while still being three persons wi
Trinity. The three persons are the Father, Son and Spirit.

o  ‘The Lord is our God, the Lord is one.” (Deuteronomy 6:4 NRSV)

e  Christians believe that all the persons of the Trinity are fully God.

e  Christians believe that the second person of the Trinity has existed both i
believe that he was present at the creation of the world, but also that he c
The person of Jesus is known as God the Son.

e  ‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for a re;
authority.

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevan
the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdom and authority.

For example:

° Jesus comes from the Father, but is one being with him.
e Jesus’ mother was a virgin.

e  Jesus will come to judge those alive and those dead.

2. Creation

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet

See summary sheet

In the S as the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word wa
God. Al came into being through him, and without him not one thing ca

For example:

e  Christians believe that the world was created by God - by the Father, Son
e  Christians believe that the world was created for them to care for and loo
e  Some Christians believe that the universe was literally created in six days
1 mark per point, maximum 3

For example:
e Literal pro: You do not have to justify believing parts of the Bible and not
e  Literal con: Science disagrees with the biblical accounts of creation.

GCSE Edexcel A Topic on a Page: Christianity (as second religion) — Answers Page 10f1
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e  Metaphorical pro: Christians can believe in religion and science without t
e  Metaphorical con: Believing that God created the world / life through the
God seem less powerful and involved.

(Note: cons for the literal view may be pros for the metaphorical view, and vice

7) For example: The doctrine of the Fall is the idea that humans fell from God’s gra
This corrupted all of humanity, not just Adam and Eve. This led to original sin b
reproduction (the first, original sin of Adam and Eve was passed on to their chil
humans really need saving as they are very separated from God. Furthermore,
damaged and that humans will not necessarily choose to live life as God intends.:
it passes on sin. The doctrine can be seen to have positive implications: that tho
repent then God will forgive them, and they will be able to have a full relationshij

3. The Incarnation

1) See summary sheet
2) See summ

3)  ‘Withoflé the mystery of our religion is great: He [God] was revealed

4)  For exar®®<Tesus cried when his friend Lazarus died (John 11:35); Jesus was ¢
11:12); Jesus slept (e.g. Mark 4:38); Jesus died in agony (Jesus’ Passion in any of |

5) Forexample:

e  [think it makes sense for God / a God to come down to earth in human form

following his teaching, and they will respect him for living among them, and

° [ do not think it makes sense for God to come down to earth, as he is so di
why he is worthy of worship.

6) Forexample:
e  Docetism claims that Jesus was fully divine and just appeared to be huma
e  Adoptionism holds that Jesus was a sinless human who God adopted at som
forms of Adoptionism hold that after Jesus’ adoption, he became divine, thou#

7) Forexample:

Connections Judgm
A few shallow connections between material ‘
that is relevant to the question. Very narrow
understanding of religion.

Points not well supporte
not follow from argumen

Many shallow connections between material Some attempt at supporti
that is relevant to the question. Narrow evaluation, though conclu
understanding of religion. follow.

Good reasoning, and different viewpoints Most points are well supp
considered. Partially answers question. Good evaluation, leading toac
understanding of religion. somewhat supported.

Good critical reasoning, and different viewpoints | All points are well suppo
considered. Fully answers question. Consistently rzhensive evaluatio
good understanding of religion,

COPYRIGHT
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Points and justification for v
Jesus showed divine qualiti ling and rising from the dead. H

e  Christianity has taught this for years - if Jesus was not God, God would have Ig

Points and justification against

e Jesus’ followers may not have thought he was God incarnate during early
evidence of Jesus being thought to be God in the gospels.

e  References to Jesus as God’s son may not mean that he is divine - they co
Many Christians have believed this.

e  Other prophets in the Bible have been able to heal and perform miracles, but

e  Jesus could have been fully God veiled as a human (Docetism) or a human who

Accept any relevant point or justification.
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Educati{}ﬁ |

GCSE Edexcel A Topic on a Page: Christianity (as second religion) — Answers Page 2 of




4. Last Days of Jesus’ Life

1
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example:
‘While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes s
terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why
dead? He is not here, but has risen.” (Luke 24:4-5 NRSV)

For example:
e  Reconciliation between people and God, so that th
o  Forgiveness of sins, so humans do not neer
e  Overcoming death, so there canb

1 mark per point, maximu

For example [thi

For exap e: [ think Jesus’ crucifixion should be more important for Christian
humanity and atoned for humans’ sin. On the other hand, the resurrection can
is when Jesus conquered death.

5. Salvation

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet

For example:

e  [think it makes most sense that people can be saved if they come to God
means people can choose to accept Jesus, and need to make an effort to c
humanity how to live makes little sense if people do not possess free will
are predestined to be saved, this seems unfair on those who cannot achie
nothing of humans if God has already chosen to save them.

e [ think that it makes most sense that people are predestined to be saved.
argued that creating them means he has determined the choices they wil
must know which actions humans will make before they make them, and
have made it to be otherwise. Therefore, when he created humanity, God
save, and chosen this, and so salvation is predestined.

For example:

e  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NRSV

° “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no oth
must be saved.” (Acts 4:12 NRSV)

name under heav

For example: A
e  Because Christians beli ¢eived salvation in Jesus, this infl

God. Christians w m for freeing them from the law of sin a
o  Becausge Ch @ at they have been saved through Jesus, they
sus fulfllled this, and so following Jesus and accepting
‘hey therefore interpret the Old Testament differently in light o
ot the rules given there were temporary and not permanent.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be releva
to the question asked.

For example: Some Christians believe that it was necessary for Jesus to die for s
is loving and just - he wanted to save humans, but something had to make up fo
to die as only he was able to atone for all sin, and this achieved salvation withou

GCSE Edexcel A Topic on a Page: Christianity (as second religion) — Answers Page 3 of
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7) For example: Predestination is associated with John Calvin, an important Chris
Reformation, and is one of the beliefs of Calvinism. Calvin believed that God ha
(and others to be condemned). In this belief, it is God who guides those he has
God is merciful in saving some, and just in condemning others. (Single predest
has chosen who to save but has not actively chosen to condemn others. Doubl
that God has actively chosen who to save and who to condemn.)

6. Eschatology

1) See summary sheet

2) See summary sheet

3) See summary sheet

4) For example:
‘Do not be astonished at this; fo
come out...” (John 5:28-2

5) For exam ‘ talents (Matthew 25:14-30) teaches that peop
i : and glven more, but those who do not use what God has gi

ming when all who are in their g

6) Forexa
e  Some Christians believe that after death the soul will live on immediately
bad people to hell (some believe that some people will go to purgatory to
afterlife begins immediately after death and the soul is immortal. This is
such as Jesus talking about life immediately after death.
e [to the thief on the cross] “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in P
e  Some Christians believe that life after death does not begin immediately afi;
raised at the end of time. This is known as resurrection of the body, and i
their bodies, and that everyone will be judged before being sent to heaven
e ‘Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in t
will come out...” (John 5:28-29 NRSV)

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark forar
authority.

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevan
the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdom and authority.

7) For example: I do not think some Christians are justified in interpreting John 1
go to heaven. Many Christians claim John 14:6 means that people can only kno
through Jesus the Son, and as Christians believe in a loving God, this seems ab
think a loving God would condemn people to hell for not worshipping him and

7. The Problem of Evil/Suffering and God’s Nature

1) See summary sheet

2) See summary sheet

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

3) See summary sheet

4) For example:

° Natural sufferin,c‘_r

tering caused by bullying
o  Suffering caused by war

9

5) For example: I think natural suffering is a bigger problem for Christians - mor
will, but it is hard to work out why a God would allow natural suffering, certain
There seems to be no good reason for children to develop cancer, or floods to d
incomprehensible why a loving and powerful God would allow this. Also, as Ch
the natural world, he is responsible for creating natural evil.

Qg
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6)

7)

For example:

o  The problem of evil and suffering exists partly because it makes little sens
suffering. Christians believe that God is benevolent, and being benevolen
not want others to suffer. However, suffering still exists.

e  ‘The LoRD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadf:

e  The problem of evil and suffering also exists because if God is omnipotent,
evil and suffering; however, there is still evil and suffering. Christians ma
and whether he is all-powerful, bearing in mind that he has not stopped s

e  ‘For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mi
10:17 NRSV)

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark f
wisdom and authority.

One development cannot be credited twice. E
and to the question asked, as must the xefi

ource of wisdom an

For example: I do not think that
God. This s because ther
moral suffering i

justified in believing in a benevo
be satisfactory solutions for there be
¢ there is if God is loving and all-powerful. Eith
ring because a loving God could not want humans to

ns to the Problem of EviI/Suffering

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example:
‘This is my comfort in my distress, that your promise gives me life... Trouble an
your commandments are my delight.” (Psalm 119:50, 143 NRSV)

For example: I think that free will is a fairly good solution to the problem of evil
people would prefer to have free will, and for there to be a possibility that some
puppets, not able to make real choices. Also, good actions performed through f
more than good actions which were not free. Therefore, [ think it is a good reas
moral suffering. However, it does not provide an explanation for why God woul

For example:
o [ think that if there is a God who allows evil and suffering, then he must do
somehow beneficial for humans. I think the strongest solution to the prob
test — through such tests humans are able to develop good character throu
with and reliance on God if they trust in him when tested.
¢ [ do notthink that evil and suffering are just, so this is not a successful solu
the weakest. To start with, many bad people do not suffer, while good peo
for humanity’s sin, they no longer need to be punished.

For example:

Connections
A few shallow connections between mater:
is relevant to the question. Very nar
understanding of religio

not follow from argume

material that | Some attempt at suppor
evaluation, though concl

; follow.
@ ng, and different viewpoints Most points are well supp::
. Partially answers question. Good evaluation, leading to a ¢
understanding of religion. somewhat supported.

Good critical reasoning, and different viewpoints | All points are well suppo
considered. Fully answers question. Consistently | comprehensive evaluati
good understanding of religion. conclusion which is fully
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Points and justification for
*  Free will explains why there is evil and suffering - it is more benevolent f
this results in people choosing to hurt others.
e  ‘The LorD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadf.
o  The existence of evil and suffering is not actually a bad thing - they help C
others and not expecting what they do not deserve. Suffering also helps C
they turn to him to help them - the book of Job, and the Psalms support th
e  ‘This is my comfort in my distress, that your promise gives me life... Trou
but your commandments are my delight.” (Psalm 119:50, 143 NRSV)
e  IfGod is not thought to be omnipotent, then this solves the problem of evi
God could not create a world without disease or natural disasters.
e  Itmay be that evil and suffering are just - this may be the reason why God

Points and justification against

e  Christians do not know why there is ev g, but they do not ne
trust God.

e  God cannot be benev
have found

o Chyill s

ns claim if he allows the amount of e

¢ree will and at least limit evil and suffering.

witiat God created the universe - if he is this powerful, th
ary not, this is a problem. If he is this powerful, he would not h
ev uffering,

e  ‘For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mi
10:17 NRSV)

o  There are ways for humans to be good people and have a relationship wit
evil and suffering cannot be explained as a test - not by a loving God.

e  Christians believe that Jesus atoned for their sins, so it cannot be possible
Christianity.

Accept any relevant point or justification.

9. Worship
1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet
4) For example:
e  Christians worship God to praise him. They are grateful to him for having
sent Jesus to save them.
e  Christians worship God to have a relationship with him; they want to apol
for help with their lives. Worshipping God reassures and encourages the
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be releva
to the question asked.
5) For example: [ think worship is important to Christian
They can ask him for help, praise him, and also .:
able to interact with God and enjoy th
6)
Liturgical worship also contains sacraments, which are important Christi
e [ think non-liturgical worship should be more important to Christians as t
authentically and personally in whatever way is appropriate to them at th
7)  For example: The Book of Common Prayer is a Church of England book of beliefs ;

bishops in the 1500s. It is the official prayer book for the Church of England an
other denominations. It contains guidance on which Bible passages should be
and all year round).
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10. Sacraments

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet

3) See summary sheet

4) For example:
‘Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke itand ga
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19 NR

5) Forexample:
e  Sacraments are important to Christians because they are ways of engagin

]

example, Baptism welcomes someone into the Ch amily.

e  Sacraments are important to (some) Chrls‘r' hey believe that
them - for example, Catholics beli xperlence Jesus’ death fo
bread and wine transubsta body and blood.

1 mark per simple poi r developed point (maximum 4)
One deve) ed twice. Each development must be relevan
the que

they feel that people receive God’s grace through Jesus and do not need sacrame¢:
want people to rely on what they see as outer symbols, but to focus on God.

7) For example: Catholics believe in transubstantiation because they take Jesus’ w
that he is giving his followers his body and blood. St Paul’s letters have also be
interpretation of this - that the bread and wine really become Jesus’ body and bi

11. Prayer

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet

3) See summary sheet

4) For example: Jesus said God would forgive someone’s sins if they forgave othe

5) For example: Many Catholics use a rosary to pray with - a necklace made of be
to concentrate on prayer and to remember to say certain prayers - they can ho
different prayers to remember and count them.

6) Forexample:

Connections Judg
A few shallow connections between material that
is relevant to the question. Very narrow
understanding of religion.
Many shallow connections between material that
is relevant to the question. Narrow
understanding of religion.
Good reasoning, and different viewp,
considered. Partially answer;
understanding of reli

Points not well supporte
not follow from argume

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Most points are well sup
od evaluation, leadingtoac
somewhat supported.

erent viewpoints | All points are well suppo
ers questlon Consistently | comprehensive evaluati
conclusion which is fully

Points and justification for 'Q

e  Prayer allows Christians to have a relationship with God. Christians woul
relationship with God without talking and listening to him.

e Jesus specifically taught his disciples to pray in a certain way, meaning th
by Jesus.

e  ‘Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. You
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debtors. And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from th

o  Prayer allows Christians to do many different things, including praise, tha

Qg
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Points and justification against

e  Christians need to read and learn about the Bible as much as they need to
foundation for their faith and understand what Jesus did for them.

e  Sacraments are particularly important worship practices which may be m
example, many Christians believe they are able to be saved through Bapti
the Eucharist.

° ‘The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who doe
(Mark 16:16 NRSV)

e  Many Christians find it easier to connect with God and understand what he |
singing, and may find this more helpful to their relationship with God tha
communicating with him, A

e  Christians may feel that they worship God through living good lives, and that |

Accept any relevant point or justification.

it Peace’ isa famous p
is exact prayer. Its purpo
his will, allowing them to focus on be
ho is not always perfect, but who wants t

7) For example: The prayer ‘Make Me an Instr:m
a set prayer, as it has set words,
make them better people
expresses the though

12.

1) See summary sheet

2) See summary sheet
3) Seesummary sheet

4) For example:
e  Christians may go to a particular pilgrimage site to receive healing - some 3¢
miraculous physical healings taking place there, and some Christians may &

e  Christians may go on pilgrimage to spend time with other Christians, to w

God by being with others who also want to worship him. They may feel th:i

faith from other Christians.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be releva
to the question asked.

5) For example: Lourdes, Rome, Glastonbury...

6) For example: Some Christians may think that pilgrimage is unimportant becau
go on a physical journey to improve their relationship with God. They may als
God in any physical location. Some Christians feel that pilgrimage has become
commercial aspect of pilgrimage detracts from its spiritual focus - some may fi
money to charity than to spend it on pilgrimage.

7) For example: Lourdes in France is a pilgrimage site which is particularly import:
because a girl called Bernadette claimed to have seen visions of Jesus’ mother, ti
nineteenth century. Since then, Catholics have come to Loy:des to pay devotio
appeared to Bernadette, and also in search of heali . : COPYRIGHT
people have claimed to have been har PROTECTED

Catholic Church recognise ad

face of healing and supports people
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13. Celebrations

1
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet

For example:

[Prophesy, taken to be about Jesus] ‘For a child has been born for us, a son giv
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa
NRSV)

For example:
‘But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who h
through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has alsn come through a

For example: v
As Jesus was raised from th > aeans that this is possible for oth
Jesus’ resurrectlon hz ns from their sins.

For example:

Connections Judgm
A few shallow connections between material
that is relevant to the question. Very narrow
understanding of religion.

Points not well supporte
not follow from argumen

Many shallow connections between material Some attempt at support
that is relevant to the question. Narrow evaluation, though concl
understanding of religion. follow.

Good reasoning, and different viewpoints Most points are well sup
considered. Partially answers question. Good evaluation, leadingtoac
understanding of religion. somewhat supported.
Good critical reasoning, and different viewpoints | All points are well suppo
considered. Fully answers question. comprehensive evaluatio
Consistently good understanding of religion. conclusion which is fully

Points and justification for

e  Without Christmas, there would be no Christianity - if Jesus had not ente
died for Christians.

e  Christmas is often emphasised more than other festivals. Christians ofte
treat Christmas differently from other times of the year.

° Christmas celebrates Jesus coming into the world, and celebrates him rev
them God’s will. This is really important to Christians.

e  [Prophesy, taken to be about Jesus] ‘For a child has been born for us, a so
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everl
(Isaiah 9:6 NRSV)

Points and justification against
e  Many Christians feel that E
brought humanlty sal

st'important time of the year, b

ised from the dead, the first fruits of those w

ny Christians focus on Chrlstmas Day more than on Easter Sund
by present-buylng and parties. At Easter, many Christians have space to
Jesus’ sacrifice.

e  Many Christians feel that while festivals are important, all the year is equ
believe that Jesus died so that they could live good lives in a close relatio

Accept any relevant point or justification.

For example: Pentecost comes 50 days after Easter and celebrates when the H
disciples. Christians remember that those first disciples received the Holy Spi
receive the Holy Spirit in their lives.
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14. Future of the Church

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4) For example:
o  Fulfilling Jesus’ command
e  Compassion
e  Growing Church numbers

1 mark per point, maximum 3

5) For example: I do not think that it is right for Chrls =
so many people worldwide who need practi
However, as evangelism is 1mp0rtant :
putting evangelism befor

monetary resou
. ['think they should
o not think they are wro

6) For example [ thi
—_— 1is becomlng very socially acceptable. However, I thi

g and less- developed areas of the world because people feel

7) For example: David Livingstone (1813-1873) was a famous Christian missiona
by travelling through Africa and preaching the Gospel. He also supported endin:
he could help end it by evangelising in Africa and providing opportunities for (

15. Local Church

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet

3) Forexample:
‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these th
(Mark 10:14 NRSV) - churches can help young children come to God.

4) For example:
o Church leaders should help their congregations.
e Church leaders should be good examples rather than harsh leaders.
e  Being a church leader and helping others will be rewarded.

1 mark per point, maximum 3

5) For example: Different local churches may work together to strengthen bonds
community. They may also work together to carry out joint work which they m
money/volunteers to help with individually, such as outreach days. Jesus also
of people for the common good, and so it may be seen as unchristian not to wo

6) For example:
e  One way in which the local church helps
helping out in the communit

numbers and influen
community arez,

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S uiurches help to clean up the
dke a difference, whether thisison a

helps the local community by running activities and

parents with toddlers. These can help people to get out and

®rs. Christians believe that they should help others, as Jesus taug]

want done to you — and people want help when they need it.

° ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for itis to such as th
belongs...” (Mark 10:14 NRSV) - churches can help young children come t

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for are;
authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevan
the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdom and authority.

9

Qg
Educati{}ﬁ |

GCSE Edexcel A Topic on a Page: Christianity (as second religion) — Answers Page 10 of




7)

For example: I think local churches are effective in reaching local believers, an
and personal support. I think non-believing members of the community may s
carried out by local churches, but would not be interested in the worldwide Ch

16.

Worldwide Church

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet

See summary sheet

For example: [ think the most important thing which the worldwide Church do
has the influence to help to end inequalities and conflicts and to help people w
for a harmonious world.

Il be scared and wo
Teconciled with those w

For example: If  were a persecuted Christian, I ;
to a safer area if  could. Ithinkitisb ‘
be really hard if you were in th_

be compassionate and love others, and reconciling people is loving; and al

reconciliation was important — that people should be reconciled with each

if they were conflicting with others, it would make it hard for them to be f

e  The worldwide Church is also important because it encourages charity an
important because it helps people to live stable and happy lives, and beca
not go to heaven if they did not help others.

e  “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one

members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40 NRSV)

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark forar
authority.

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relevan
the question asked, as must the reference to a source of wisdom and authority.

For example:

e  Pope Francis helped reconcile the USA and Cuba by helping with negotiat

e Archbishop Desmond Tutu helped to reconcile black and white people in
this through the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

e The Corrymeela community has worked to heal tensions in Northern Irel

17.

Afterlife — Judaism

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet

See summary sheet
For example:

Similarities:
Some Jews belis: ‘vvalents of heaven and hell, as Christians do.
i resurrection of the body, as many Christians do.

ieve in immortality of the soul, as many Christians do.

o  There is not a fixed concept of the afterlife in Judaism, as there is little con
in contrast to there being quite a bit of teaching about heaven and hell an
New Testament.

e  Some Jews believe in reincarnation, and this is generally not believed in w

For example:

‘... the breath [spirit] returns to God who gave it... For God will bring every dee
secret thing, whether good or evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:7, 14 NRSV) - this implies
after death (as he does not appear to bring judgement on all during life).

GCSE
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6)

7)

For example: Reform Jews are likely to reject the coming of a Messiah figure bef::
the dead (whereas Orthodox Jews do look to the coming of a Messiah), and are
immortality of the soul than in a bodily resurrection of the dead at the end of ti
Orthodox Jews).

For example:

e  Many Jews believe that good and bad actions impact on whether one will
just a matter of religious belief).

e Jewsdo not generally believe that people of different religions are barred

18.

Afterlife — Islam

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example:

M elieve in resurrection of the body, like many Christians.

believe in equivalents of heaven and hell, as Christians do.
e  Muslims believe in a Day of Judgement at the end of time, as many Christi
e  Muslims believe in the second coming of Jesus before the end of time.

Differences:
e  Muslims do not believe in purgatory, unlike some Christians.
e  Muslims do not believe in immortality of the soul, unlike some Christians.

For example:

“...Then will they say: “Who will cause us to return?” Say: “He Who created you
heads towards thee, and say, “When will that be?” Say, “Maybe it will be quite

For example: Muslims believe that at the end of time all the dead will be resurr
in scorching heat, waiting for judgement. Allah will judge humans and send th
Shi’a Muslims await the arrival of the Madhi (a figure who will return at the en
comes this will mean judgement is near.

For example:
¢  The Qur’an often describes heaven (jannah) as an amazing place with bea
e Muslims believe that hell (jahannam) involves physical torment. Some M

who go to hell with eventually be forgiven and allowed to go to heaven.

19.

Afterlife — Buddhism

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet

See summary sheet
For example:

Similarity:
+Christians, believe that good and bad actions will in

ristians believe that if they go to heaven, it is because they have b
do not believe that the Buddha personally ‘saves’ them.

o  Buddhists believe in reincarnation, and Christians generally do not.

e  Buddhists believe in nirvana, an ‘extinguishing’ which is quite different fr
which is believed to involve worshipping God.

Buddhists believe in a cycle of life and death called samsara. They believe tha
suffering (dukkha) - therefore, they aim to achieve liberation through the pr
to have better rebirths before achieving the state of liberation, nibbana (nirvang}

GCSE Edexcel A Topic on a Page: Christianity (as second religion) — Answers Page 12 of

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

29

Educati{}ﬁ |




6)

7)

For example: In Theravada Buddhism, Buddhists aim to become Arahants - to
the Buddha and achieve nibbana - after death they will then not be reborn. Ho
become Bodhisattvas - on achieving enlightenment they choose to be reborn t
enlightenment. They aim to help others to achieve enlightenment out of comp

For example:

e  Buddhists believe in six realms that they believe that people are reborn in
ghosts, the animal kingdom, the human realm, the realm of the Titans/de

e  Buddhists believe that they will be reborn unless they can break the chain
keep them cycling within samsara, and unless they can break the 10 fette
enlightenment.

20

.

Afterlife — Short Course

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet

ians and non-religious people interpret the world in differe
in their lives, and believe due to Christian teachings that thisw
religiouspeople do not believe that they experience God in the world, and feel
Therefore, they believe that after physical death, there is not an afterlife. (Her
include people who would see themselves as ‘spiritual’.)

For example: | think the strongest non-religious argument against the existenc
evidence. Even if people have reported to have come back from the dead, ther
accounts such as Jesus’ resurrection cannot be sufficiently historically and scie
people cannot experience the afterlife, it is hard /impossible to prove that it exi
can argue that it is more likely that there is not an afterlife, which defies the la

For example: In some ways, different religions believing in an afterlife makes i
it would suggest that this is an accurate belief, whereas beliefs which complete
seem less likely because contradictory beliefs cannot all be right. However, in
believing in life after death makes it seem less likely, as they sometimes portra
death. For example, Buddhist reincarnation is very different from Christian he
incorrect, then, for some, this makes it seem likely that all beliefs in life after d

For example: | don’t think either Christians or non-religious people have a bett
otherwise of the afterlife — they are working from different assumptions, and s
based on their other beliefs. 1 think Christians have good reason to believe in tl
Christians witnessed Jesus risen from the dead, but non-religious people have
afterlife as it is not scientific.

21.

Worship - Judaism

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
For example:

Similariti

Cnristians include prayer in their worship.
and Christians include reading from their holy Scriptures in the

Differences:
e  Whereas Orthodox Jews hold their worship services in Hebrew, all Christi

worship in the vernacular (common language).
e  Christians do not wear tallit and tefillin during worship, unlike many Jews

For example:
‘1 will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LorD. [w

presence of all his people’ (Psalm 116: 17-18 NRSV) - this describes Jewish sac:
before the destruction of the Temple.
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6)

7)

For example:

e  Abimah/bema is a platform from which the Torah is read in the synagogu

e  The Ner Tamid (everlasting light) is a light kept in the synagogue which is
represents God’s presence.

e  The Aron Kodesh (Holy Ark) is where the scrolls of the Torah are stored i
keep the Torah here to show reverence for it, and to protect it from dama

For example:

e  While in Orthodox Judaism men are expected to pray at set times, Orthod
having to pray at these set times. However, they are still expected to pray.

e  Many Jews cover their heads during worship. Many men will wear a skull
women must also cover their heads - many wear a wig.

22. Worship - Islam

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet

See summary sheet

Similarities:
e  Both Muslims and Christians include prayer in their worship.
e  Services for both Muslims and Christians on their holy day often include a x:

Differences:

e  Christians do not have to pray facing a specific direction, or while making
pray towards Makkah and while performing specific cycles of movements §;

e  Christians do not have to pray five times a day, unlike Muslims.

For example:
‘But celebrate the praises of thy Lord, and be of those who prostrate themselve

For example:

e  Sunni Muslims will pray at five separate times of day, but Shi’a Muslims m
so that they only actually pray on three separate occasions.

e When Sunni Muslims prostrate themselves for prayer, they place their he
Shi’a Muslims place a block of clay (or another natural material) called a t
to touch their head, because they believe that they should only prostrate t

For example:

e  Muslims (in Muslim countries) know when they should pray because they
from the minaret on a mosque.

e  The first words of Islamic prayer (worship) are ‘Allahu Akbar’ - God is gr
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