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Teacher’s Introduction

This exam guide is for students, and teachers of AS and A Level students, studying the AS and A Level AQA
Religious Studies syllabus and who wish to sit the exam in June 2017 onwards.

A Level Religious Studies consists of two components: Component 1: Philosophy of Religion and Ethics and Component
2: Study of Religion and Dialogues. This exam guide will focus on Component 1 only, Philosophy of Religion.

This guide includes an outline of the specification as provided by AQA, exam tips, mark schemes and
sample/practice questions and answers. There will be answers from different bands for both the AS and A Level
on all topics mentioned in the specification. Those answers that would not score full marks will have comments
explaining why they were not awarded full marks.

This guide covers Section A, as listed below; Section B is covered in a separate resource.

Section A: Philosophy of Religion
e A, Arguments for the Existence of God

e B.Evil and Suffering
e (. Religious Experience Always check the exam board
e D. Verifying Religious Experience website for new information,
AS Level ends here including changes to the
specification and sample
A Level also includes: assessment material.

e E. Religious Language
e F. Miracles
e G. Self, Death and the Afterlife

This exam guide will provide some answers to possible exam questions on all topics. AS Level and A Level will be
covered under each topic in order to show how much more developed an answer has to be for A Level than for
AS Level.

Obviously, this exam guide does not contain every possible question or answer. The questions and answers are
meant as a guide only.

The best way to use this guide is to look at a proposed question and try to answer it, and then check your answer
against the mark scheme and answers provided in this guide. This is one of the activities suggested at the
beginning of each section.

This guide should not be used as the only resource for preparing for the exam. Students should have studied the
material first. This guide will then provide students and teachers with extra support on how to help structure
answers, and on what to include and what not to include.

Teachers can also create practice papers by mixing and matching questions from different sections. The answers
can then be marked using the mark scheme and model answers.
May 2018

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers
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The specification

Students will be examined on the contents of the AQA specification. For full dets
e  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level

Here is a brief overview:

Philosophy of Religion |
e Arguments for the Existence .. ( 6¢ = =
Evil and Suffering P -

e Religious Language
e Miracles
o Self, Death and the Afterlife
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The exam

AS Level
Some centres enter their students for the AS exam. The AS exam for Component 1
is two hours long. This is 67% of the total AS grade.

Students should answer all questions, which consisto®.
e two full questions on philosophy of ral’zic a, - sisting of a ‘Part a’ and
So there will be: ‘
o 2xParta 15 marh
o 2xBarth it

L

stf::) ,l,s~-0ﬁ"%he philosophy of religion
aastions on the philosophy of religion

o -
'estlons on ethics, consisting of a ‘Part 2’ and a ‘Part b’ forat
o 2 x Part a 15-mark questions on ethics

o 2 xPart b 15-mark questions on ethics

The whole paper is worth a total of 120 marks.

This means that students should not spend more than 15 minutes on each ques;:

A Level
The exam for A Level Religious Studies, Component 1 (Philosophy of Religion an
is 50% of the A Level grade.

Students should answer all questions, which consist of: :
o two full questions on philosophy of rehglon cnns pay of a ‘Parta’ and
So there will be: 2201

!

o 2 xParta 10-mark questiom wil ')hnuSOphy of religion
o 2xPartb 15- mark y ouC Lo ~the philosophy of religion

The whole paper is worth a total of 100 marks.

This means that students should spend 18 minutes on each 10-mark question
question.

This is an exact breakdown. Students may prefer to spend 20 minutes on each
on each 15-mark question.

Questions come in pairs — Part a and Part b — so the whole question is a total o

For both the AS and A Level papers, there are ~ue e e e_,tmg knowledge and
Objective 1, or AO1). These will be the £ a0 1 . tions (Part a). In the AS exam, t
whereas for the A Level paper o se 1 worth 10 marks each.

g !“ns testmg analysis and evaluation {Assessment Objectiv:
: ;Part b). In both the AS and A Level exam, these are worth 15
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Tips

Here follow some invaluable tips on how to pass the exam. Some of these tips
important to remember them.

1. Students should think carefully about the question, ard briefly plan the

S

2. Students should remember to read th..g

L

e .A'i:é‘refhliy, and to answ

3. Students should mak= . aﬁ'gvi}er is clear. This means that they
makes canse. T. « I Lot reach the top bands if their answer contains
et - 2xplained or explained properly.

5. Students should read through their answers when they have finished in
inconsistencies, repetition, unclear sections and underdevelopment.

6. Students need to explain everything; they should not leave the examin
understand a concept or theory.

Further tips relevant to the specific questions will be given in the

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion P

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Mark Schemes

Examiners will be using a general mark scheme to mark the candidate’s answer
expect for a specific answer, These can be viewed on the AQA website
» http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-A Level/religio

resources

o http.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religiru ‘st

resources

L TR

Level “S::‘I: What type of answe
e  The student answers the question comprehensiv
e Ananswer that is completely correct, relevant a
5 13-15 e There s a lot of detail, with good examples and
e  The answer is clear and makes sense
e Specialist terminology is used well
e  The student mainly answers the question
e Ananswer that is predominantly correct, relevar:
4 10-12 ¢  There are good examples and references to text
¢ The answer is mainly clear and makes sense
¢ Specialist terminologv ¢ .u 5(veil
e Thestudentriiia ¥ 7. sefs the question
e An2 . “Laas a lot that is correct and relev
3 era e some examples and references to text
i “the answer is quite clear and makes some sense
1e Specialist terminology is used
s  The student partially answers the question
¢ A narrow answer which shows some knowledge
2 41-6 are few examples and references to texts to illus
e The answer is relatively clear and makes some s
e Some specialist terminology is used
e  The answer shows some lower-level knowledge
points that are relevant or correct
1 1-3 .
e  Most of the answer is incorrect, unclear or unde
e  Specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned
0 0 ¢ Nothing worthy of credit
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AS Level: responses that answer AO2 questions (the Part b questions)

A Level: responses that answer AO1 questions (the Part a questions)

Level “::;I: What type of answe
¢ Ananswer that is logically assessed, with detaile
of different perspectives
5 13-15 ¢ There are good examr!:s v 5ence or textual re
e Theansweris le: ‘3 Aakes sense
. Sper",{r ’tt .+, .ology is used well
: .cvaluatlon based on some of the points made
1"« Some logical assessment is made
4 »  There are examples, evidence or textual referen
points made
e  The answer is mainly clear and makes sense
e Specialist terminology is used well
e Different sides of the argument are considered,
or textual references
3 7-9 e  The answer has a lot that is correct and relevant
e  The answer is usually clear and makes some sen
e  Specialist terminology is used
e  Arelevant but limited answer that is one-sided
e There are examples, evidence or textual referen
2 4-6 point is made clearly
*  The answer is quite clear and makes some sense
¢  Some specialist termi WL ged
e Thereisancoive toiid questlon but it is one-
1 1-3 . MN 5 he A ‘swel:]s inaccurate orirrelevant, a
g *ff i mentloned
0 A N‘othmg worthy of credit

Level “S:;Es What type of answe
e  The student answers the question comprehensiv
e Ananswer that is completely correct, relevant a
e Thereis critical analysis, and different views are
5 9-10 e There s a lot of detail, with good examples and
philosophers/theologians
*  The answer is clear and makes sense
*  Specialist terminology ic ¢ - well
»  Thestudent main /4 - 2 5.5 the question
. An apsy g s predomlnantly correct, relevar
. Fj: ,.vnucal analysis
4 \ 7 Lhereare good examples and references to text
and references to philosophers/theologians
¢  Diverse views are acknowledged
»  The answer is mainly clear and makes sense
e Specialist terminology is used well
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What type of answe

e  The student usually answers the question
e Ananswer that has a lot that is correct and relev
¢  There are some examples and references to text

and some references to philn-ophers/theologian
e Thereis some critical ..>, is nd some knowle
'+ .’ahd makes some sense

5 'te ' awology is used

* Theanswer i~ uj >
. Spac

é_“_,;tgdé‘ﬁ% partially answers the question
‘A narrow answer which shows some knowledge
reference to alternative positions, but there are
texts to illustrate points made

*  Limited mention of philosophers/theologians

e The answer is relatively clear and makes some s
e  Some specialist terminology is used

e  The answer shows some lower-level knowledge
points that are relevant or correct

e Thereis some reference to alternative positions,
incorrect, unclear or underdeveloped and lacks ¢

e  Specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned

Level Marks
band
3 5-6
2
1 1-2
0 0

e  Nothing worthy of credit

A Level: responses that answer AO2 questions (the Part b ~ 2stions)

e

..... 7 What type of answe

¢  There are good examples, evidence or textual re

. Aswer that is logically assessed, with detaile
different perspectives

s  The answer shows clarity and insightful discussic
e There is critical analysis, and specialist terminolo

e Different sides of the argument are presented, w
evaluation based on the points made

e  Some logical assessment is made

e There are examples, evidence or textual referen
of the points made

e  The answer is mainly clear and contains some cri

e Specialist terminology is used well

*  Different sides of the argument are considered,
or textual references

¢ Theanswerhasalotth~t - ¢ rrect and relevant
¢ Theansweris ma #ly 'c i and specialist termin

1'¢  The answer is usually clear and uses some specia

o Arele o j./.,mitéa answer that is one-sided
‘ 2 y.e éxamples, evidence or textual referen
.point is made clearly

+ Thereis an answer to the guestion, but it is one-
. Most of the answer is inaccurate or irrelevant, a
rarely mentioned

Level
5
4 10-12
3 79
2 4-6

‘ o

1
0 0

e  Nothing worthy of credit
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A. Arguments for the Existence

This section provides some responses relating to questions on the arguments for.:
students need to know the following arguments and their criticisms:

e The design argument (Paley) and criticisms presented by Hume

e The ontological argument {Anselm) and Cl"ltICI“""‘ s éented by Gaunilo
M,/ms presented by Hum

e The cosmological argument (Aquinas) »n: cr
Students are expected to shov .1 2 <f 2 gms and criticisms of these arguments,
(inductive or deducip 2 1 f. .1d of proof is used, and whether they rely on e
relates to f: es ‘5|JECtS will be tested in both the AO1 and AQ2 questions

AS Level questlons and answers

Typical 15-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Part a questions) include:

1. Explain Paley’s analogical argument and two of Hume’s criticisms that
2. Explain how Anselm proves the existence of God and how Gaunilo res
3. Give a detailed account of Aquinas’ arguments, from contingency and
4. Explain the differences between the design argument and the ontolog

These questions require a detailed outline of the theory/theories. Remember to stri

e POINT —for example: ‘The design argument is an inductive argument...”

o EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S) — for example: ‘Paley’s
version of the design argument...’

e EXPLANATION of the relevance of the evidpn’ 2oam efs) / textual ref

are the result of watchmakers who faigi ad m similarly, we can inf

parts in the world that itmy ve Loen des]gned and that God is the d

AQO2 question;{these will be the Part b questions) include:

5. ‘The strengths of the design argument outweigh the weaknesses.’ Disci::
6. ‘Kant’s response to Anselm’s ontological argument is stronger than Ga
7. Assess the strength of the cosmological argument.

8. ‘The design argument is more convincing than the ontological argume

These questions require two sides of an argument, followed by a conclusion. Th

in this question; this will have been done in the AO1 / Part a question. The purpc:
should follow the format:

e POINT - for example: ‘It could be argued that the design argumentisas

e EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S) G example: ‘Paley’s

of the design argument that makes sense ..’. . &

e EXPLANATION of how the ewder' o textuai references illustr

‘Paley s watich anaiogy cb L e arder and purpose in the universe po

a WS how the design argument is a strong ar

Student activity
Students should try to answer the question first before looking at the an
then be compared to what has been written in this guide.

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded
comments at the end of this section explain why. Students could try the followi
their exam skills:

Student and teacher activity

Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work ou’r.what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of me: © 'is to start with th
is anything missing in the answer. If there ;1 fed ¢ ‘he next band down.

o8

to the band below that, and so oo Thigoe aed marks and comments
answers in this section on =4 - orthe exls’rence of God.

Paley's ana(ogtca! argument [s a version of the design argument. It is anal
the world to man-made objects. Paley starts his design argument by desc
heath, where he comes across a stone. He is not surprised by the stone bei
explanation for its existence. Then he comes across a watch, which does n
there. The watch has order and purpose because all the parts fit together
That order and purpose are the result of someone designing the watch: a
of things in the world that show order and purpose. He gives the example
eye (its iris, vetina, lens, etc.) fit together in an orderly and planned fashi
great complexity, and for the purpose of sight. The eye is much more like
the result of watchmakers who designed them similarly, we can infer fro
the world that it must have been designed and tht - o s the designer t

Hume criticises the design arguirr i . o J's design argument is an anal

: ‘ib’:" e claims that the analogy is not a

parts, and man-~made -

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

like a vegetab{e, rather than something mechanical, like a watch.

Hume also questions whether Paley’s design argument proves the existen
God. There could be many gods, all playing a part in the design of the w
made the world as a ‘practice’ and then got rid of it. The fact that the
suffering, suggests that it could very well be a practice world.

COPYRIGHT
Example 2:

A design argument (s an argument that looks at the des;gn of the world PROTECTED
must exist because he designed the world. '

Paley starts his design argument b "'bw‘lg'lz\ii/;/\se If walking along a h

stone. He does not t!mm(z 4

ut 1 sibne. Then he walks a bit further an Eg

wonder wilel the s < weve. It does need an explanation for why it i
\ nt as order and purpose. The purpose is to tell the time. 09

.."‘so the world is like a watch. The world must have been desi EdUCO'tion

This proves God must exist.

Hume criticises the design argument. We cannot say the whole universe

also thinks there could be many gods or an apprentice god.

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion P



2. Explain how Anselm proves the existence of God and how Gaunilo respo

Example 1
Anselm proves that God exists using the ontological argument.

Anselm was the first to put forward an ontological argument. Anselm def

-

being. He then argues that if God is supremelu b 7> h _must exist in re

ove, God exists in rea

otherwise he would not be supremelv ¢ = co Taer

Gaunilo criticised ") ., g”tl\é example of a perfect island. | can im

Example 2
The first version of the ontological argument was put forward by Anselm

Proslogian. Anselm wants to prove that the ‘Fool’ in the Psalms (Bible) w
God’ is saying something that is a logical contradiction. The reason why
you understand the definition of God, you must also understand that he

Anselm defines God as ‘that than which no greater can be conceived’. H
than which no greater can be conceived’ he must exist in reality as well
that did exist in reality would be greater than him. Therefore, God who

can be conceived’ exists in reality.

Gaunilo, a contemporary of Anselm .
apply Anselm’s reasoning +c G "z :

example of a perFf‘ i

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

L felt The prob em is that there is no perfect island in e

’t work in proving God's existence either.

3. Give a detailed account of Aquinas’ argument from contingency and nec

Example 1

Aquinas’ argument from contingency and necessity is a version of the co
argument is an a posteriori (after experience) argument because it relies
and the universe. It also focuses on the non-temporal cause (cause in ess

looks at the reason why something is still in existence — for instance, | a

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

constantly pumping blood avound my body. In these cosmological argum
univeyrse’s continued existence.

Aquinas gave five ways to prove tl/\e e ‘Slan ar :

cosmological arguW\EV\f Aqu’fﬁ
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G
Obviously, things do exist and so there has to be an independent and ne

existed and doesn't need other things to exist. That being is God. God is
all contingent beings. This way is non-temporal as it focuses on God as a

reason for the universe's existence.

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa




Example 2
Aquinas’ argument from contingency and necessity is a version of the co

existence of God.

Aquinas’ third way is known the argument from contingency and necess
the universe exists contingently. If everything is cont’s - nt, there must h

existed. The problem is that if nothing exist: i e . otring could then b

exist and so there has to be an i d i At wid necessary being. That b

being responsible For aI’ x Jlxv’c Al vemgs

Example 1
The design argument is an a posteriori (after experience) inductive argu
based on experience of things in the world to produce a conclusion whic
example of a design argument is Paley's analogical argument, which aim
Paley argues that, while walking, you would not be surprised if you cam
need an explanation, but you would if you saw a watch because this doe
is there. The watch has order and purpose because all the parts fit toget
time. That order and purpose are the result of someone designing the w.
examples of things in the world that show order and purpose. He gives t
parts of an eye (its ivis, vetina, lens, ete.) fit together in an orderly and
harimoniously, with great complexity, and for the purprse of sight. The e
than a stone. Watches are the result of watchw o oW .0 designed them
existence of ordeved parts in the worle * ay :

wist have been designed

conclusion is probab{e but n i .oecause it is based on evidence of

designer so far.
ag 3

Ontolod eév°°

reasoning in the form of a deductive argument. Ontological arguments s

gumem&s are a different kind of argument. They are based

from that definition they conclude that God exists. The first version of t
Anselm in Prosfogian. Anselm wants to prove that saying ‘there is no Go
reason why Anselm thinks this is because once you understand the defin
understand that he exists. Anselm defines God as ‘that than which no gr
argues that if God is ‘that than which no greater can be conceived’ he m
thought, otherwise something that did exist in reality would be greater
‘that than which no greater can be conceived’ exists in reality. The concl
argument is true if the premises (the definition of God, for example) are

Overall, design arguments are a posteric.?- e

evidence. These arguments do * . & ) authing about the world and pro

arguments are a prm il il 7 arguw\ents that reach a certain conclu
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Example 2
Design arguments are inductive arguments based on experience. An exa

Paley's watch analogy. Paley compares parts of the world to a watch an
be designed and that designer is God.

Ontological arguments are deductive arguments. Arc.’ ( gave an ontolog

defining God. as supremely perfect. To be su s re j serrect, God must e

supremely perfect. This proves God e .

5. ‘Thestrengths <t (™ §

ument outweigh the weaknesses.’ Discus

The des;\qﬁ"&;;qument as presented by Paley can be considered a strong a
God. Paley recognises that there is order and purpose in the universe. Pa
or a flower, show purpose, and anything that has a purpose is usually de
regularity, such as the rotation of the planets. Such order has to have be
have happened by chance. This shows how the design argument is a stro
things, such as the parts of the world and the universe itself, must have

must be a great designer to have designed this universe. The only person

However, the criticisms Hume makes do seem convincing as well. The un
chance. (t might not necessarily have been designed but have coincidenta
started to bind and form order. It is quite possible that . if the world wa
God. We cannot tell from the design who the d« .. » ¢ . IF we could, th

perfect because the world is not perfe.: arguments show how we

In conclusion, the ~f ~--%lz('édvdesign argument do not outweigh the

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

jv ey points by showing that there may not necessarily

can’t HXE _A,,_,.....-&'MS»SI'Ca{ God of Chyistianity.

Example 2
The design argument as presented by Paley can be considered a strong a
God. Paley recognises that there is order and purpose in the universe. Pa
show purpose, and anything that has a purpose is usually designed. The
the rotation of the planets. Such order has to have been designed becaus

chance. This shows how the design argument is a strong argument becau

COPYRIGHT
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parts of the world and the universe itself, must have a designer and tha
designer to have designed this universe. The only person capable of this

In conclusion, the design argument is a verv i in ;

'9

)

Education

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa



6.

‘Kant’s response to Anselm’s ontological argument is stronger than Gauni

Example 1
Gaunilo’s response to Anselm’s ontological argument is that the logic that

sense. Defining something as perfect does not mean it must exist. This is a

Kant's argument s stronger. He argues that exiz. /1. inot a property o

-

In conclusion, Kant's criticisr .. % 3}:_ Ju’ than Gaunilo’s criticism.

5 Nonse to Anselm’s ontological is a strong argument. He argue
argument by pointing out that defining something as perfect does not bri
the case then we could bring anything into existence, including Gaunilo’s

absurd. This seems to be a very good point.

However, Anselm was aware of this when he pointed out God has a differ:
contingent things in the world, like islands, when he clarified that God ha
criticism responds to this aspect of Anselm’s argument when he says that
property of something. You cannot add existence onto a number of prope
either exists or it doesn’t. If it exists then it belongs to the category of thi
pens, teachers, etc. If it does not exist then it belongs to the category of t
unicorns or moonflowers.

o

In conclusion, Rant’s response to Anseli < or. !

‘argument is stronger

ca

had a response to Gaunilo W' - 1.

* witficult to imagine Anselm being a

7. Assessg -LL

osmological argument. {15)

re.\ . Lothec

The cosmological argument from contingency and necessity as presented
argument. It proves that God exists as the necessary being responsible for
in and out of existence. It makes sense to have a being that has always ex
contingent beings, otherwise you end up with the cause being nothing. No
cosmological argument, therefore, provides reasons, based on a posteriori
by something else, that can support the faith a person may already have

However, it is quite possible that the universe just is' and doesn't need a
and Hume, before him, argued. Things in the universe are contingent and

not mean the universe as a whole has a cause. P75 - .4 ve the example o

universe as a whole does not have a motier f’;ﬁ} ‘Aiverse does not have t

argued that applying the corz. . " ; ,f‘zssarg to God does not make sens

truths such as 1 + 7.7 o

4 not the same as mathematical equations.

s
In conc 115‘3@0 it does seem that Hume and Russell have some very strong

£
cosmological argument. However, it does not make sense to think that th
beginning. Even science thinks the universe had a beginning in the form o
Big Bang could be a necessary being like God and so the cosmological arg

prove the existence of God.
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Example 2
Aquinas’ last way is known as contingency, which states that everything i

contingently. This means they depend on other things for their existence.
end. This means there was a time where nothing existed, but nothing beg
do exist, so there must have been an independent and necessary being, G
Bertrand Russell claims that the universe's existence - s not need an exp

be accepted as a brute fact. However, Covle i~ j;pp‘ort of the cosmol

=

claiming that “if one refuses to <i* i + tne chessboard and make a m
checkmated’. .

, ";tﬁeie":‘cojéi}mologica( argument (s a strong arqgument for the exi

8. ‘The design argument is more convincing than the ontological argument.’

Example 1
The design argument is more convincing than the ontological argument.

evidence, whereas the ontological argument is just about logic. It tells us n
design argument looks at things that are designed in the world and comp
also appear designed. The argument then infers that the world must have
designer is God.

The ontological argument argues that because God is defined as the most
must exist because existence is something the most perfect conceivable bei

wouldn’t be the most perfect conceivable be:m St ’.x’n;_isometl/\{mg as pe

that thing into existence.

. :ymi’e}?\f is stronger than the ontological arguw:

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

In conclusion, the i

The omto;ogrca{ argument is a strong arguiment for the existence of God b
It is a deductive argument that uses the definition of God as the greatest
and from that deduces that God must exist, otherwise he wouldn’t be the
conclusions to deductive arguments must be true if the premises are true.

definition, therefore, must exist. This is strong because that is generally h

However, the cosmological argument is also a strong inductive argument,

COPYRIGHT
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real world. Aquinas argues that God must exist as the necessary being res
that exist in the world. Evidence suggests that everything has a cause and
beings must be something that is necessary and has 2"+ ays existed. This is

evidence and is easier to prove empirically.

In conclusion, both arqur. a5 b\ A ' wneir strengths, but the ontological ar

'9

cosmologiral ais b

. oev;,(use the ontological argument does not prov:de

)
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contr'ngent things going in and out of existence and always having a cause

there to be anything, there must be a necessary cause.
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Examiner’s comments

1.

Explain Paley’s analogical argument and two of Hume’s criticisms that are

Example 1:
15/15 — this answer is completely correct, relevant z . | stailed, with good

Example 2: Y.
5/15 — this answer lacks 2. a‘iij\,:e 1 -development, which means that kno
Ilmlted The answe: 2 “miderstood Paley’s watch analogy by comparin

S aiey does believe the world is designed but that is du
:;Natch analogy focuses on the purpose. The answer needed t
eye, so ithas limited use of examples. Hume's criticisms need more detail a
The two criticisms are merely listed.

Explain how Anselm proves the existence of God and how Gaunilo respon

Example 1:
8/15 — this answer is mainly correct but lacks detail that would show prope
needs to explain key concepts and arguments, such as a deductive argume
Examples are given, but because it does not give any background to Anselm
references are limited.

Example 2:
15/15 — this answer is detailed and accurate, demonstrating excellent know

-

~./vontingency and nece

Give a detailed account of Aqumas arpu te f‘

Example 1: s S
15/15 —this answe.:- 7t ‘ Sy ot only with regard to what type of argum
continy o il o LaSIty is, but also in explaining the steps to the argume
beating lates the peint nicely. Specialist terminology is used througho
clear knuwledge and understanding of this argument.

Example 2:

6/15 — this answer shows knowledge and understanding but they are limit
terminology such as a posteriori. It does not explain key concepts such as n
therefore, not detailed enough.

Explain the differences between the design argument and the ontologica

Example 1:
15/15 — this answer is detailed and correct. It explains the type of argumen
of a version of that argument. The concluding paragrij."‘ sums up the diffe

Example 2:
6/15 — this answer is very br" @ i’( 2 a‘,ks detall it does not really make i
To make it clear, the A i_,;uwd have explained what an inductive argu
<nts themselves need to be more detailed. This i is,
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‘ 5. ‘The strengths of the design argument outweigh the weaknesses.’ Discus

Example 1:
15/15 — this answer answers the question clearly, showing two sides of th
conclusion that follows from what has been written.

Example 2:
5/15 —this answer is one-sided. It gives only =z 5¢ & ¢
reached by evaluating different sidec ~ ** 2 ¢ -~ ment.

a- _arological argument is stronger than Gaun

‘ 6. ‘Kant’sresponsetn "

@ swer is two-sided and has a conclusion, but it lacks examples
a basic answer.

Example 2:

15/15 —this answer is detailed and explains clearly what the two philosop
that is explained and links back to the question. The conclusion follows nic
previous paragraphs.

‘ 7. Assess the strength of the cosmological argument. (15)

Example 1:

15/15 —this answer is clear and detailed, with a good conclusion that eval
further. it is possible to add extra evidence if the student thinks of some a
conclusion, although it would have been ideal to add it '+ ‘the first paragra

o

Example 2: , . g
8/15 — this answer does have = i S_Z;s;t tne argument but the argument
argument again withot o I~ siag the criticism that Russell gave. The ev

8. ‘Thed! 11 , jgu‘rﬁéﬁf is more convincing than the ontological argument.

Example 1:

6/15 —this answer does not give two sides of the argument. It argues thro
stronger than the ontological argument. It does not look at whether the o
stronger in any way.

Example 2:
6/15 — this answer has not, in part, answered the question. The student ha
are answering the question, and has argued about the cosmological argum
argument. However, there is some relevant material and so it is a level 2.
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A Level questions and answers

For A Level, the 15-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Part a questions)

1. Examine how Anseim proves the existence of God ard how Gaunilo re
2. Examine how Aquinas’ argument from contir ;> y. nd necessity prove:
3. Examine the effectiveness of the ontc'oy c2' = sument and the design

L

The answers to these questicr .-

2

e° pac*c"é?:l to be more critically developed an

Level.
‘I}f . W
fos a =
AQO2 questic ése will be the Part b questions) include:

4. ‘The strengths of the design argument outweigh the weaknesses.’ Disct::
5. Assess the strength of the cosmological argument.
6. ‘The design argument is more convincing than the ontological argume

A Level answers to these questions will show more insight and links to other ma
through wider reading) than at AS Level.

Student activity
Students should try to answer the question first before looking at the an
then be compared fo what has been written in this guide.

F
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded
comments at the end of this section explain why. Students could try the followi
their exam skills:

Student and teacher activity
Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work out what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of me’ s to start with th
is anything missing in the answer. If there * .« fe« ; ‘he next band down.

to the band below that, and so ~~ "™ o - .aed marks and comments
answers in this section on ~ . <« >0 | or-the existence of God.

Example 1
The ontological argument shows through deductive reasoning that God
a priori (before experience) argument in that it relies on reasoning alone

The conclusion has to be true if the definition is corvect.

The first version of this argument was put forward by Anselm in Prosiog.
the ‘Fool’ in the Psalms who says in his heart ‘there is no God’ is saying
contradiction. The reason why Anselm thinks this is because once you un
you must also understand that he exists. Anselm defines God as ‘that th
conceived'. He then argues that if God is ‘that than which no greater ca
reality as well as in thought, otherwise something that Aid exist in realit,

Therefore, God who is ‘that than which no arec o un 7 conceived’ exis

. Anselm, criticised, this by writing

Gaunifo, a monk and conter v v

that if we use Ans Liiing to anything we can make anything exi

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

of senéct island. | can imagine a perfect island and becau

o5 9
otherw el

the ex g

Viouldn't be perfect. The problem is that there is no perfect
way, the argument doesn't work in proving God’s existence either. Gaun
deduction to prove God exists.

Anselm was aware of this difficulty to his argument and made the point
existence. God is very different from an island. An island is contingent; i
relies on other things for its existence. God, on the other hand, has nece
on other things for his existence and has no beginning or end. This is wh

COPYRIGHT
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greater can be conceived’.

Example 2

The first version of the ontological argumen’ 7 & . < forward by Anselm

Proslogian. Anselm wants to prove . = e ool in the Psalms (Bible) w.

tis 1 ‘oyttal contradiction. The veason why

God’ is saying somethina .

'9

you undergan 't on'of God, you must also understand that he

)

Education

than which no greater can be conceived’ he must exist in reality as well
something that did exist in reality would be greater than him. Therefore
greater can be conceived’ exists in reality.
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Gaunilo, a contemporary of Anselm, criticised this by writing ‘On Behalf
apply Anselm’s reasoning to anything we can make anything exist throu
example of a perfect island. | can imagine a perfect island and because i
otherwise it wouldn't be perfect. The problem is that there is no perfect

way, the argument doesn't work in proving God’c Gt }xce either.

2. Examine how Aquinas’ argument f o 1 tmgency and necessity proves

Example 1

‘ £ comtmgemcy and necessity is a version of the co
2 to prove the existence of God. Three of the five ways are

argumemtf”

Aquinas’ third way is known the argument from contingency and necess
everything in the universe has a cause. There must have been a first caus
have a cause and that cause is a necessary being. That being is God. God
for all contingent beings.

Example 2

Aquinas’ argument from contingency and necessity is a version of the co
argument is an a posteriori (after experience) argument because it relies
and the universe. It also focuses on the non-temporal cause (cause /n ess

looks at the reason why something is still in existon EFor instance, | a

constantly pumping blood around my hc tg i‘m ' »e*'cosmo!ogrca( argum

universe’s continued ex:stemcv )

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

states that éverythmg in the universe exists contingently. This means the

their existence — they have a beginning and an end. If everything is cont
time when nothing existed. The problem is that if nothing existed then n
Obviously, things do exist and so there has to be an independent and ne
existed and doesn't need other things to exist. That being is God. God is

all contingent beings. This way is non-temporal as it focuses on God as a

reason for the universe's existence.

COPYRIGHT

3. Examine the effectiveness of the ontological argument and the design ar PROTECTED

Example 1
The design argument s an a posteriori (nFtr e ae .

neey inductive argu

based on experience of things in *4 ~v . . to produce a conclusion whic

example of a des:gn ars f\t ha ‘eg s am{ogwa[ argument, which aim Ig

Paley is iaasit wne stome being there while walking on the hea

explan’ jr € existence. He does need an explanation for why a wat, 09
order ae® pu;rpose because all the parts fit together for the purpose of t Education

purpose are the result of someone designing the watch: a watchmaker. P
the world that show order and purpose. He gives the example of the hu

iris, retina, lens, etc.) fit together in an orderly and planned fashion to fi
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complexity, and for the purpose of sight. The eye is much more like a wa
the result of watchmakers who designed themw; similarly, we can infer fro
in the world that it must have been designed and that God is the designe
conclusion is probable but not certain because it is based on evidence of th
designer so far. If you need certainty then this is not a very effective argu

ent. They are based

Ontological arguments are a different kird ¢

reasoning in the form of a dedv:iie o ment, Ontological arguments st
from that definition t)-. «r T ‘that God exists. Anselm defines God. as
can be rg i oen argues that if God is ‘that than which no grea

Y « e E

\/ as < well as in thought, otherwise something that did exist i
him. T?aawetoré God who (s ‘that than which no greater can be conceived’
to such a deductive argument is true if the premises (the definition of Go
kind of argument does produce certainty but it rests on a definition whic
definition has just been thought of.

Overall, design arguments are a posteriori inductive arguments that reac

evidence. These arguments do tell us something about the world and prov:

arguments are a priori deductive arguments that reach a certain conclusi
deemed to be necessarily true. The God of ontological arguments is supre
there (s no way of telling whether this definition is an accurate represent,

move effective argument is the inductive argument, whith is based on rea

Example 2
The design arguwent s am‘o o

based on expememe :'

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

conclus zrobabie but not certain because it is based on ev:demce of th

y
designer so far.

Ontological arguments are a different kind of argument. They are based
reasoning in the form of a deductive argument. Ontological arguments st
from that definition they conclude that God exists. The conclusion to such
the premises (the definition of God, for example) are true.
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Overall, design arguments are a posteriori inductive arguments that reac
evidence. These arguments do tell us something about the world and prov

arguments are a priori deductive arguments that r2-.' ‘a certain conclusi

deemed to be necessarily true. The God of ¢ w0 sa ! arguments is supre

4. ‘The strengths of the des® arm f !-_'m: outwelgh the weaknesses.’ Discuss

'9

Exampls,

i,
The dé vz‘lyg‘ ‘gumemt as presented by Paley can be considered a strong ar;
g
God. Pai®y recognises that theve is order and purpose in the universe. Pa

)
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show purpose, and anything that has a purpose is usually designed. The u
the rotation of the planets. Such order has to have been designed because

chance. This shows how the design argument is a strong argument becaus
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parts of the world and the universe itself, must have a designer and tha

designer to have designed this universe. The only person capable of this

Hume argues that the universe might have happened by chance. It migh
designed but have coincidentally come about as atoms/elements started
possible that, if the world was designed, the des:an not God. We can
designer is. If we could then the designer w aia oe p

arguments show how weak the = gv .+ Améint s,

T2, \
0‘3“0“ :

Godl. Pa,»e’cogmses that there is order and purpose in the universe. Pa
show purpose, and anything that has a purpose (s usually designed. The
the rotation of the planets. Such order has to have been designed becaus
chance. This shows how the design argument is a strong argument becau
parts of the world and the universe itself, must have a designer and tha

designer to have designed this universe. The only person capable of this

However, the criticisms Hume makes do seem convincing as well. The un
chance. It might not necessarily have been designed but have coincidenta
started to bind and form order. It is quite possible that, if the world wa
God. We cannot tell from the design who the designer is. If we could, th

perfect because the world is not perfect. These arac . « ts show how we

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

5. Assess the strength of the cosmological argument. (15)

Example 1
The cosmological argument from contingency and necessity as presented
argument. It proves that God exists as the necessary being responsible fo
in and out of existence. It makes sense to have a being that has always e

contingent beings, otherwise you end up with the cause being nothing. N
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However, it is quite possible that the universe ‘just (s’ and doesn't need a
and Huwe, before him, argued. Things in the universc - re contingent an

not mean the universe as a whole has a cau . us_ 1 gave the example

universe as a whole does not Iaaw < ’r. e universe does not have

\CPt sor mecessarg to God does not make se

'9
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cosmological argument. However, it does not make sense to think that t

beginning. Even science thinks the universe had a beginning in the form
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Big Bang could be a necessary being like God and so the cosmological arg
prove the existence of God.

Example 2
Aquinas’ last way (s known as contingency, which states that everything

contingently. This means they depend on other ttamar i their existence

end. This means there was a time where no*/ s 4 « ':tem} but nothing be

do exist, so there must have been ¢ .+ ' e, .ént and necessary being,

Bertrand Pussri’ 4y B the universe’s existence does not need an ex

 5 . orite fact. However, Copleston, in support of the cosm

i one refuses to sit down at the chessboard and make a
claeckmated’.

In conclusion, the cosmological argument is a strong argument for the e

6. ‘The cosmological argument is more convincing than the ontological argume

Example 1
The cosmological argument is a more convincing argument than the ont.

not rely on a definition as proof that God exists. The ontological argume
supremely perfect being. There is no way of knowing whether this is the

The ontological argument does make logical sen<s 4 | > it might be co

In conclusion, the cosmologico! v+ m y £ s the best argument in provin

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Examplegae bk

The ov! '5{ ar"g&‘v@\emt is a strong argument for the existence of God
Itisa a,ct;ve argument that uses the definition of God as the greates
words ‘that than which no greater can be conceived’ - as the premise a
must exist, otherwise he wouldn’t be the greatest conceivable being. The
arguments must be true if the premises are true. God, according to the

This is strong because that is generally how people define God.

However, the cosmological argument is also a strong inductive argument
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real world. Aquinas argues that God must exist as the necessary being re
that exist in the world. Evidence suggests that everything has a cause an
beings wust be something that is necessary and has ai'v qys existed. This

evidence and is easier to prove empirically.

=7

In conclusion, both arguwwr ew strengths, but the ontological a

8 i
cosmological araru st the ontological argument does not provid 9

’..‘w - vere ab{e to see God, then we would be able to define

)

Education

¥ greatest conceivable being. The cosmological argument, on

contfmgez;\t things going in and out of existence and always having a cau
there to be anything, there must be a necessary cause.
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Examiner’s comments

‘ 1. Examine how Anselm proves the existence of God and how Gaunilo respo
Example 1: :
10/10 — this answer is not too dissimilar from Examc'. . n the AS section.
version of the ontological argument and an i ¢ ‘i'u; < ry paragraph explain
showing wider and more crmcal e vy o anu
Example 2

‘ 2. Examine how Aquinas’ argument from contingency and necessity proves
Example 1:
2/10 — this answer has not explained the argument from contingency and ne:
confused it slightly with the second argument (uncaused cause).
Example 2:
10/10 — this answer is the same answer as Example 1 from question 3 of th
answer for AS and is an excellent answer for A Level. It has detail and critic
that this argument looks for a non-temporal cause.

‘ 3. Examine the effectiveness of the ontological argument and the design arg
Example 1: o
10/10 — this is a very detailed answer Whi(‘.h Vg "'rr:_;i.,fr content to the Exa
the AS section but has added how e .. unh.wdtcan or cannot be effectiv
existence. 48
Exampleg
4/10 -
unders{Ga

‘ 4. ‘The strengths of the design argument outweigh the weaknesses.” Discuss
Example 1:
6/15 — this answer does have two sides of the argument but no conclusion,
evaluation. The second paragraph could be taken as the conclusion or answ
at all clear.
Example 2:
15/15 — this answer is almost identical to the Example 1 AS answer to ques
This answer has an extra sentence at the end which adds clarification. Had
would still have received a grade in this top level.

‘ 5. Assess the strength of the cosmolo~

Example 1: o 5
15/15 - thic = ' e ,ame as for AS question 7 and is also an excellen
w ..-argued with reference to relevant scholars. The conclusi
3

been w J__.«fshowing in-depth evaluation.

Example 2:
5/15 — this answer achieved 8/10 at AS Level but only 5/15 at A Level. It lac
does not explain how they came to the conclusion. They needed to explain
by Copleston supporting the cosmological argument because Russell is avo
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‘ 6. ‘The design argument is more convincing than the ontological argument.

Example 1:
7/15 —this answer does present two views but no scholars are mentioned
ontological argument makes logical sense have not been explained.

Example 2:
15/15 —this answer is detailed and all materi=' i« i« 1 -an to the question.
an evaluative conclusion that follows lc-  all | # 51w What has been written

L
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B. Evil and Suffering

This section provides some responses relating to the problem of evil and sufferi

Students are expected to know and show:

e whatis meant by natural evil and moralevil -
the logical aspects to the problem of exil nd "‘ ,wadence of evil in the
Hick’s soul-making theodicy 2.2 €.« ). set0 ‘the problem of evil, and its
the free will defence 52 e ‘r BR ty fo the problem of evil, and its streng
the procass *'.» u nfm) as a response to the problem of evil, and it

. 0es not mention the Augustinian or Irenaean theodicies but t
connection with the above points.

AS Level questions and answers

Typical 15-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Part a questions) include:

1. Explain Hick’s soul-making theodicy and the free will defence as possib
evil and suffering in the world.
2. Outline and illustrate why the free will defence might be an explanatio
world.

These questions require a detailed outline of the theory/theones Remember to
e POINT ~
e EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFER" N
e EXPLANATION 1.

There can be a ronch'ci “\

3. ‘There are no convincing explanations for the problem of evil.’ Assess t
4. Assess whether the process theodicy is a convincing explanation for th

These questions require two sides of an argument, followed by a conclusion. Th
in this question; this will have been done in the AO1 / Part a question. The purp
should follow the format:

e POINT

e EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S)

o EXPLANATION

e LINK

There must be a conclusion which answers the gt ésr. " ,md follows from the po
paragraphs. -

Studanf ~« g;“'
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded
the end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to
skills:

Student and teacher activity
Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work ov’r.what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of me: © 'is to start with th
is anything missing in the answer. If there [ jec s ‘he next band down.

to the band below that, and so ~~ ™ o - ~aed marks and comments
answers in this section on *" .y« bl 4. of evil.

Example 1
One argument that explains why there is evil in the world is Hick’s soul-

yet perfect and must go through a process of soul-making involving tria

evils in order to become perfect.

The free will defence suggests that evil is inevitable in the world if huma
valuable thing to have. It is better to live in a world where humans can
choices. It is better to be free than be like robots or puppets that have n

are told.

Example 2 sl
One argument that explains why there i< e i +‘ z wor!d is Hick’s soul-
this argument from lremaeus @z

-

worked or suffered r< ~L.

£ 1

‘Hu,k a{so argue that humans are created in the image, but
o
are not Jet pen”ect and must go through a process of soul~making invol
suffering and evils in order to become perfect. This explains why there is

the world to test us.

The free will defence suggests that evil is inevitable in the world if huma
valuable thing to have. It is better to live in a world where humans can
choices. It is better to be free than be like robots or puppets that have n
ave told. Having free will also makes us responsible for being praised or b
considers whether it would be better to live in a world wheve there wer
that this like a toy world with no real woval responsihi' ty that requires

Swinbuirne afso considers whether it wou{ k’ beecn ?;‘%o e ivamortal bec

death causes. This would mean tha* O alwags have another chan,

tests that life brings us wou avis L L Liken seﬂous!g
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2. Outline and illustrate why the free will defence might be an explanation
world. (15)

Example 1
Two types of evil can be identified: natural evil and woral evil. Natural e
that is caused by natural disasters such as earthquakes or volcanoes. Mor

that is caused by human actions such as murder o¢ . x t s particular

defence attempts to explain.

The free will deFemcp foi

example, e Ho(ocaust where millions of Jews were kifled, was a moral

consequence of humans having free will where there is choice between go

A world where there is no free will would mean a world where there is
we cannot experience the extremes. It could be argued that God could h
had free will but no possibility of doing evil. This, argues Plantinga, is no
that you can choose any ice cream flavour you want but there is only st

possible to have a world where there is free will but no evil options. Agai
if we are living in a toy world, as Swinburne suggested, with no real cha

mistakes. So, free will is a necessary part of this world, where we experi

Example 2 g

The free will defence (s an answeyr to whe t er evil m the world. Hum

Adam used that free will to o u L F ‘. jmal sin. Humans have inherited

evil in the world.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

The fre o ‘}C ,iefemce argues that it is due to humans having free will tha
world but free will is necessary otherwise we would be like robots. It is [i
where Bruce could not make Jennifer Aniston love him because she has

also wants his creation to love him with their free will and not be forced

3. ‘There are no convincing explanations for the problem of evil.” Assess thi

Example 1
[ agree with this claim because none of the explanations for why there is

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

there is so much evil and suffering. They cannot explain why so many pe
voleanoes erupting. They alse can’t explain why babies and innocent chil

The process theodicy is a poor explanation. ;5 a3 2 -out because God i

270

because he is not ommpotent Choyicn L zheve that God. is omnipotent

anything.

'9
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n the’i?eﬂare no convincing religious explanations of why ther

Example 2
The problem of evil is indeed a problem if God is meant to be omnipoten

power to stop evil and he would not want his creation to suffer and yet

explanation why God has allowed evil to continue. He explains that evil e
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God’s relationship with humans is like that of a father and child. Someti

make mistakes in order to develop and learn. Sometimes a child cannot

interprets a parent’s actions as unfeeling and cruel. Ultimately, suffering

This argument may be acceptable in principle, but it can't justify the ex

experience. It can also be argued that not everyone ' lops and grows t

expevience. It also doesn't explain why bebie cab 1 _i.ocent animals have

can develop their souls. it

Amotl/\er argument used to justify the problem of

‘ol mean a world where there is no happiness or sadness, w.
extreme®and where we cannot make choices to love people or God. In a

no chance of learning from our mistakes. So, free will is a necessary part

Again, this argument does not account for the amount of suffering ther

and innocent animals should have to suffer so that humans can have fre

In conclusion, Dostoevsky, in The Brothers Karamazov, remarks that we
universal plan placed in the scales in opposition to the fatal suffering of
and the experience of it could not be justified. So, there are no convincin

omnipotent and benevolent God would allow for evil and suffering in the

4. Assess whether the process theodicy is a convin ~ - x, :i:anation for the

Example 1
The pyocess theod:cg cou{o’ Lz

“ed a convincing explanation for th

theodicy, as pre<e: 1 i, ex}oimr/\s how God has limited power a

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

world. S Cange tb\e way the world works. God cannot stop evil

control e_é“‘ bemgs God suffers as much as we do when evil and suffe

considered convincing because it makes sense that therve are things that
control, including God. God couldn’t make a square circle, for example, a

interfere with free will or it wouldn't be free will. It also makes God a sy

However, traditional Christians generally believe God is omnipotent, oth
They prefer to worship an awe-inspiring figure who is beyond their com
Hick’s idea that evil and suffering are part of a bigger picture where we

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

souls to develop. The process theodicy that believes in a God that cannot
attitude where theve is no point in trying to develop yourself. There wou

temptation and instead you might as well do wIMi . you want to do

/‘

punished or saved.

'9

2 ey s not a convincing arguiment for why

In conclusion, the prow . ;
. . 2 uing to this theodicy, and it does not encourage p
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Example 2
The process theodicy explains how God has limited power and, although

change the way the world works. God cannot stop evil and suffering beca
beings. God. suffers as much as we do when evil and suffering occur. This
because it makes sense that there are things that are compa'ete(y beyond
God couldn’t make a square circle, for example, aw*’ a'lg he wouldn’t
or it wouldn’'t be free will. It also makes Qor i j

-

t'ms € dev (g be!:eve C‘;od s ammpotemt othe

Howeveyr, traditional Chr"

They preFP.v to 40 s

do whatever you want to do if you are not going to be punished or saved

In conclusion, the process theodicy is not a convincing argument for why
not omnipotent, according to this theodicy, and it does not encourage pec:

responsibly.
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Examiner’s comments

Explain Hick’s soul-making theodicy and the free will defence as possible
and suffering in the world. {15)

Example 1:
5/15 — this answer is limited. It outlines very . ‘?i"vr A hat the two argumen
development or detail. Thereis a lir .o, nowit of evidence and explanat
also a limited use of speci='i @ = L/08Y.

;nsﬁxér is clear and well developed. It has detailed explanation

and una®standing, with references to philosophers and use of key concep

Outline and illustrate why the free will defence might be an explanation f
world. (15)

Example 1:
15/15 — this answer shows thorough understanding of the free will defence
Scholars are mentioned. The introductory paragraph gives the answer conte:

Example 2:

6/15 —this answer is limited but does demonstrate some knowledge and u
an example of the film Bruce Almighty but no reference to scholars. The fir
to aspects of Augustine’s theodicy. The free will defence needs a lot more

‘There are no convincing explanations for tt :p. *en of evil.” Assess this

Example 1: . v
6/15 — this answer p=2 . .~ se‘arguments for one side of the argument
providecg@aonc « -~ ilerice and a conclusion.

15/15 — this answer is detailed and has referred to two main arguments th
suffering. It could have included the process theodicy had the conclusion n
This addition justifies why the other two theodicies were used. There is ref
addition of Dostoevsky. The conclusion is reached through critical analysis

Assess whether the process theodicy is a convincing explanation for the p

Example 1:
15/15 — this answer is well reasoned and thoroughly evaluated. In addition
process theodicy with those of Hick, which shows that the issues are proper:;

Example 2: .
12/15 ~ this answer is thorough and critical, sith. = 54 evaluation. It is not
does not refer to scholars oran 2!'e 1. . . _theory as the previous example

points of view that could .2 on: ¢ xed.
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A Level questions and answers

For A Level, the 15-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Part a questions) b

1. Examine how the process theodicy improves on the 'veaknesses of Hic
2. Examine two responses a religious believer r-.* - v ° towards the pro

o &
: -

The answers to these questions are e« :te . 1._be more critically developed an

AQ2 questi
3. Assess whether the process theodicy is a convincing explanation for th
4. ‘Moral evil is humankind’s own doing.’ Discuss how it could be argued

responsibility towards evil.

A Level answers to these questions will show more insight and links to other ma
through wider reading) than at AS Level.

Student activity
Students should try to answer the question first before looking at the ans
then be compared to what has been written in this guide.
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded f
the end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to
skills:

Student and teacher activity

Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work ou’r.what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of me: | is to start with the
is anything missing in the answer. If there * .« te: ¢ ‘he next band down.
to the band below that, and so o2 7 o ' ~aed marks and comments a
answers in this section on *». ¢ « bl 1 . uf evil and suffering.

S -

Example 1
Hick’s soul-making theodicy is a development of lrenaeus’ greater good a

good. for which you have worked or suffered is of greater value than one
If | had to make sacrifices and work hard to produce a good essay, it is o
for example. In order to be able to develop our souls, God had to make t
otherwise we wouldn’t be able to develop by going through trials and trib
calls this the counterfactual hypothesis, where the opposite situation of G
wouldn’t lead to humans developing themselves, which is God's purpose.
have to be distanced from God, have an epistemic distance from God, so
follow God’s laws and develop their soul or not. If they knew what God w
also be overwhelmed by his expectations. Humans had t2 be created imp
causing suffering, so that they could freely cl/mc - 0\ 2 God and develo

;ezm to account for why an all-lovii:.

Hick’s soul -making tlaeodwu = s

so much evil and ot 2 ﬂappevx Tsunamis or the Holocaust seem to

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

"op 1o uevelop their souls. David Griffin’s process theodicy,

responsXesg > settmg the universe in motion and claiming God is not om
all- !ovmg God has allowed so much evil and suffering in the world. The p
cannot intervene and stop evil and suffering but suffers as much as his ¢
suffering happens to them. This makes people feel they are not alone on
would feel with Hick’s explanation) but it also allows people to take respo

world a better place for themselves and for God.

Example 2
The various theodicies were developed in order to account for why an om COPYRIGHT
would allow for such evil and suffering in the world. Hick’s soul-making t PROTECTED

where humans have to develop their souls from an in - irfect state to a p
their souls, God had to make the world ivg .7 ot « th evil and suffering

This is known as the coumtencactua - fesisy ‘where it would not counte:

that was perfect. Tlae Fn( o

¢\ i God wanted humans to develop — th ‘9

cannot doghins ©.- ,. : V--wor{d In order to develop their souls, humans
expect RRep fw e tlaeg wou{d Just do it. So humans have to be distanced 09

xon g -
having Lpawuc distance from God. Humans also had to be created impe:: EdUCOtIOn

his likeness (Genesis 1:27), so they can use their free will to love God and

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pag



The process theodicy argues that God is still all-loving but not omnipoten
responsible for evil and suffering in the world. Hick’s soul-making theodic::
why extreme cases of evil and suffering happen, such as the Holocaust. Tl

God is only responsible for setting up the universe. God cannot intervene

2. Examine two responses a religious believer may have *~ irds the problem

Example 1

There are two types of evil: nn* < ‘e« \d momf evil. Moval evil is the

=

such as murder or ste. i ,, wval evu‘ comes about as a consequence of

X ’ S, BotlA evils cause suffering.

One expiamatzon of why theve is moral evil comes from the free will defe
have free will and to make bad decisions that will lead to suffering than
Without free will, humans would not be humans, they would be robots w
made for them. Richard Swinburne agrees with the free will defence and
without evil and suffering and free will would be like a toy world. It wou
an overprotective God. A world where there is no free will would mean a
happiness or sadness, where we cannot experience the extremes. It could
made a world where humans had free will but no possibility of doing evil
real free will. 1t is like proposing that you can chose any ice cream flavou
strawberry and vanilla. It could be possible to have a world where there
Again, this is not real free will. So, free will is a necessoy part of this woi:

evils and moral goods. o P

“ad an exp!amatfon for why God all

Another phz(osopher/t!/\eolnr N

who agreed with |1 & s wzzter good argument. lrenaeus and Hick sug,

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

necess

k't 1 God s p(cm n a world where he planned for human bei
soul-m X ' ..;orocess we go through involves us experiencing suffering thr
greater plan, which we are not fully aware of. We cannot develop our so
likeness if we had it easy. So natural evil is meant to test us and also to

enduring the suffering that natural evil presents to us.

Example 2
One explanation of why there is moral evil comes from the free will defe

have free will and to make bad decisions that will lead to suffering than

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Without free will, humans would not be humans, they would be robots w
made for them. Richard Swinburne agrees with the free will defence and
without evil and suffering and free will would be l[(" - oy world. It wou
an overprotective God. ) -

Hick’s soul -making t!nenr L isa pvﬂ')fai;d theodicy where humans have t

'9
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distance From God. Humans also had to be created imperfect in order to
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3. Assess whether the process theodicy is a convincing explanation for the

Example 1
The process theodicy is a strong argument because it explains why God ¢
stop evil and suffering. God is not omnipotent, he only created the worl

| wxeamt to be om

The process theodicy is a weak arguwxemt becaus ‘. |
" temt A God who isw
worshipping. Also, if God sn* vvr_ ear tI/\eV\ he can't answer prayers

pmymg

as omnipotent and Christians believe Coc is v

. KR e
’t!ae process theodicy is not a convincing explanation for th

Example 2
The process theodicy proposes that God is not responsible for evil and su

motion but cannot intervene any further because he is not omnipotent.
that it is compatible with science, which uses evolutionary theory to exp
Big Bang theory, which explains how the universe came into existence. G

intentionally, with it ultimately resulting in the emergence of life on eart

Another strength of the process theodicy is that it supports the idea of a
suffers when we suffer. God is not omnipotent but that does not mean h

he sees his creation suffer this causes him to suffer as well.

o

r...é‘ié&nt to be owmipote

HOWWW’ many Christians wzl{ argus thec vf ‘

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Another weakness of the process theodicy is that it does not promise an,

behaviour after life, and for those who suffer there seems to be no reaso

In conclusion, the process theodicy is not likely to be a convincing explan
Christians but it may be a convincing explanation for a scientist who bel

the universe, the first cause.

COPYRIGHT
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4. ‘Moral evil is humankind’s own doing.’ Discuss how it could be argued th
responsibility towards evil. (15) ;

Example 1 -
The pmbi’em of evil is comszdereﬂ 1 o bngéést problem for the existe
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world wlaere there is evil, there is goodness as well in the form of people

free will there would be no suffering but also no development. According

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa




thing in letting humans have free will that could lead to moral evil. How:

allowing evil to be possible.

An alternative theodicy that does absolve God from any responsibility of
Augustine argued that evil entered the world when Adam committed or
will with the chance that he would disobey God, av | . did. God cannot
Adam did — he warned him and he still dac'z“ ,
this sin and so it is Adam, and u ~ tho'is responsible.

;«, A wresult of Adam’s act

A »xp{amt{om (s that God being owwniscient, he mus

"‘46 must have known what his creation would do. If he kne

In conclusion, from a religious point of view it seems that God is respons
created humans in the first place. It is more likely that he did it on purp

develop, as the free will defence argues.

Example 2
Evil presents the logical problem of the inconsistent triad. That is that G
would stop evil, and all-powerful so could stop evil; however it is clear t
exists, as the evidential problem of evil states, when we look at unnecess
and animals experience. Some have tried to explain this pmb{ewx by sayi

own doing.

o

Many have argued that th{s ev

meaningless for we v .

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

surely -
:t!ClS@S this view as leading to a ‘toy world', where we do n
>

evil is juStified as a result of mankind’s misuse of free will.

Swinby

Hick offers an alternative in the form of the soul-making theodicy. He t
image of God but must move towards the likeness of God. Soul-making
spiritually develop by overcoming adversity. So evil is necessary for the g
This would certainly seem to be true as some evil does allow for moral g

forgiveness. Moreover we would not appreciate our good health were it

COPYRIGHT
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Some have argued that evil leads to no development, especially the evil s
Furthermore the extent and natuve of this evil would seem undue as sur

operating on a smaller scale.

To conclude it would seem that ew C o ou ot oF W\ankmds actions. B
this issue with a lack oF =3 s\ a wmtg — certainly Hume would say so
book dowpeand '«

'9

e pl/\gsxcal problems of evil rather than its so
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Examiner’s comments

‘ 1. Examine how the process theodicy improves on the weaknesses of Hick’s
Example 1: :
10/10 — this answer is very detailed and demonstr_at son ellent understan
Irenaeus’ theodicy further. It also demonstra <y it ¢ | analysis by correctl
theodicy has dealt with problems k.. = 's swdl-making theodicy has.
Example 2:
7/10 —g
referrii g&;‘fﬂ 4
theodicy*¥nd other reasons why it improves on Hick’s soul-making theodic
than the first example.

‘ 2. Examine two responses a religious believer may have towards the proble
Example 1:
10/10 — this answer is detailed and developed. The student has referred to
arguments well.
Example 2:
4/10 — this answer does demonstrate knowledge and understanding, but t
scholars are mentioned, with some examples. It is limited in breadth and d
hypothesis, epistemic distance and humans being made imperfect should h

‘ 3. Assess whether the process theodicy is 2 co wit, "g éxp"fanation for the p
Example 1: . A
7/15 — this answer d~+ - : & ~ ¢ (0 give two views but is lacking in detail. T
theodicy, deiy '" iofe developed to demonstrate that both sides ha
Exampl e
15/15 — this answer is detailed and considers in depth many strengths and
theodicy. The conclusion shows that the student has considered the import
carefully and not ruled it out outright.

4. ‘Moral evil is humankind’s own doing.” Discuss how it could be argued th

responsibility towards evil. (15)

Example 1:

15/15 —this answer is very well focused, with detail and development. It h
boni argument, which is not on the specification but it does show wider kn
could have been used instead. It shows excellent analysis and perception oi

Example 2: gl

11/15 - this answer does consider ¢ 41 .. VIEWS (;‘ree will defence and Hi
the question directly. Thi~ .c aid = e veen done by linking the points to th
particularly at tho 4 s;f “.e'paragraphs. There is appropriate evaluation

29, ‘;
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C. Religious Experience

This section examines the nature of religious experience.

Students are expected to know and show:
e different types of visions: corporeal, imaginativ> . - a 1tellectual
e what is meant by numinous expenenC’s isco Y gto ﬁudolph Otto, and
the wholly other o 4 ’
e  different ways of def'r'
William Stace /v

f‘ér'?; ;g,.escf’ibing mystical experiences as presen
_+0Us and non-intellectual union with the divine)

AS Level questlons and answers

Typical 15-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Part a questions) include:

1. Explain the different types of vision that religious people might experi
2. Explain what is meant by numinous experiences.
3. Explain how mystical experiences might be defined.

These questions require a detailed outline of the theory/theories. Remember to
e POINT
o EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S)
e EXPLANATION

There can be a conclusion but this will usually *ak mffn of a summary of th

AO2 questions (these will be t-.. -art ‘ :jgws‘jti'bﬁs) include:

These questions require two sides of an argument, followed by a conclusion. Th
in this question; this will have been done in the AO1 / Part a question. The purp

The paragraphs should follow the format:
e POINT
e EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S)
e EXPLANATION
e LINK

There must be a conclusion which answers the guestion and fo“ows from the po
paragraphs. "

wer the question first before looking at the ans
B fo whcn‘ has been written in this guide.
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded full o
end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to help the

Student and teacher activity
Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work out what you (or the s
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of marking is to start with the
is anything missing in the answer. If there is, check * - next band down. |
to the band below that, and so on. The av.r e gi’di,~<s and comments a

-

answers in this section on religious € + ari v a0/

o

1. Explain * 'ii 1 e s of vision that religious people might experienc

convincingly something in the world external to a person’s own mind. An
the vision of the Virgin Mary St Bernadette had at Lourdes.

Another type of vision is the imaginative vision. This is a vision in a perso
of an imaginative vision is that of John's apocalyptic vision written about
last book in the Bible. He has a vision of what the end of the world will b

Example 2
Visions are an example of a religious experience that is often used as evide
religion of the recipient. A common type of vision is an individual vision,
that is interpreted as religious. For example, St Tt ia f_gfte saw a vision o

Lot hecessarily everyone,

When more than one person sees the 1<

If more than one person see )+ - e it is more convincingly some
persow’s own waind. 4 5 & Of a corporeal vision is of a group of WwW

o ,i,;.;;'j-ef who protected them from advancing German sol

03 U . ‘s
P ent saw this vision,

Another type of vision is the imaginative vision. This is a vision in a perso
of an imaginative vision is that of John’s apocalyptic vision written about
last book in the Bible. He has a vision of what the end of the world will b

A third type of vision is the intellectual vision, which is perceived in the w:
eyes. Intellectual visions enable the recipient to grasp some revealed truth
vision is that of Saint Ignatius Loyola, who claims to have had an intellect
‘the humanity of Christ with the eyes of the soul.

2. Explain what is meant by numinous experie’ .. .

Example 1 i
Rudolph Otto was th2 - = .~ ise the term numinous in his book The /de
as a co V1 L ouescribe what people from all different religions ex

:;z's an experience of something far greater than oneself. C S

experience is a type of veligious experience in its own yight.

The word numinous expresses the holy feeling of a religious experience wh
phrase: mysterium tremendum et fascinans, according to Otto. The trem
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experience has three elements: awefulness, overpoweringness and energy
numinous experience explain how the recipient feels (s)he is in the presen

and humility which is compelling.

The mysterium part of the numinous experience has two aspects: it is an
wholly other, outside of our own everyday expener 7 nd fascination w
absorbed. in the experience. .7

L

Otto gives the examplz. > = 7<f, .l/w\éi?fsee{ng the burning bush in Exodus

Example 2
A numinous experience is a type of religious experience. It is an experien

overpowering and of something wholly other. Otto came up with this wo

An example of a numinous experience might be when someone walks in

that Otto gives is of Moses who sees the burning bush.

3. Explain how mystical experiences might be defined. (15)

Example 1
Mystical experiences are a type of religious experience and they are com

James made a study of mystical expew’ences and v g (sed some comm

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

it may !Aave“ been only a few minutes. Such a transient experience is like

has profound effects on a person. The fourth feature is that it is a passiv,
mystic. Usually the mystic is not expecting the experience; it just overco

Examples of mystical experiences include Nicolas of Cusa, who talked abo
incomprehensible. There are also examples of mystical experiences in oth

poet Rumi describes his mystical experience in his poetry.

COPYRIGHT
Example 2 PROTECTED

Mystical experiences are a type of religious experience ond they are com

James made a study of mystical experfences o o g fsed some comm

that mystical experiences ave ineffable « A cult to put into words

they experience by usmg coriia "14. . with wlz\at we do know or by desc

I
feature is that it 1.4 L qua(ltg, which means that the mystic lear 9
truth - og e fnown through reading books or through empirica 09
mystice W icnce (s that it (s transient and so the mystic feels like the EdUCOtiOﬂ

it may !x\ave been only a few minutes. Such a transient experience is like
has profound effects on a person. The fourth feature is that it is a passiv,
mystic. Usually the mystic is not expecting the experience; it just overco
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Walter Stace described mystical experience as a different kind of conscio
non-intellectual. The mystic has no thoughts in the ordinary sense and t
experience ‘an ultimate nonsensuous unity in all things'. Stace also distin,
introvertive mystic experiences. Extrovertive mystic experiences do rely
world is one whereas the introvertive mystical expew'ence is an inward e

bottom of the se!F An extrovertive mystical expewe . wight be where a

4. Assess how far visions might have a scientific explanation that rules out

Example 1
Visions are an example of religious experiences and are used as evidence

be argued that visions do not have a scientific explanation and so they c
existence of God. The vision that St Bernadette had of the Virgin Mary a
lllusion. It may be that she had a particular condition of the brain. Dr R
to find out what part of the brain is responsible for religious experiences
temporal lobe epilepsy had hallucinations. The hallucinations would take

familiar with; for religious believers these were of saints and other holy fi

However, it could be argued that V‘@{I” 2 o5 like visions do have to

decided that a pamcu(ar por sl ! ndve temporal lobe epilepsy. Religiou
decided who shoulc’ i

@

Cporal lobe epilepsy and who should not so he ¢

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

In cone Efherfe seem to be scientific explanations for visions and it i

people can !x\ave visions and others can’t.

Example 2

Visions are an example of religious experiences and are used as evidence
be argued that visions do not have a scientific explanation and so they c
existence of God. The vision that St Bernadette had of the Virgin Mary a
illusion. It may be that she had a particular condition of the brain. Dr R
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to find out what part of the brain is responsible for religious experiences
temporal lobe epilepsy had hallucinations. The hallucinations would take
fawiliar with; for religious believers these were of sa’. ‘and other holy fi
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scx’entiFica(ly because it would be impossible to point to the p{ace in the b
someone glimpses with certainty an image of future. These types of visio
wore difficult to verify. Scientists may argue that imaginative visions ar

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa




having an imaginative vision says it is not a daydrveam then there is no w
to take their word for it.

In conclusion, there seem to be scientific explanations for some visions an
scientific explanation, this does not rule out the possibility that there is a

have visions. It is the reason that we cannot know -

cientists will neve

i

5. ‘We will never understand mvs*’ . 1 @ . » _ances.’” Assess how far this is tru

Example 1
' t to understand mystical experiences because th

ineffab, 2 Yise glr\ey are concerned with a transcendent reality. This is a
sensory experience. Mystical experiences also have a noetic quality because
knowledge that they would not have gained through reading a book, thin
senses. This is also very difficult to understand unless you have had a mys

However, many mystics from various religions over many centuries have
experience, and it does seem to have some common characteristics that h
mystics experience. For example, in Buddhism, the moment when a Zen
momentary glimpse of enlightenment, they feel themselves melting away
This sounds very similar to a Christian mystic, such as Teresa of Avila, wh
with God and losing herself. It is, therefore, not very difficult to understa

about. They are about ‘an ultimate nonsensuous unitv i : all things’, as wa

In conclusion, mystical expememces s urstood to a certain extent

have had such an exper:e~ > yoer ':'?Euﬁmay be able to understand tha

ohat z;ctua({y means, feels like and its importa

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Example 2
It is true that it is difficult to understand mystical experiences because th

ineffable because they are concerned with a transcendent reality. This is a
sensory experience. Mystical experiences also have a noetic quality because
knowledge that they would not have gained through reading a book, thin
senses. This is also very difficult to understand unless you have had a mys
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However, many mystics from various religions over many centuries have
experience, and it does seem to have some common characteristics that h

mystics experience. For example, in Buddhism, the - - ent when a Zen

saselves melting away

momentary glimpse of enlightenment, they e +/_

This sounds very 51m11ar toaCh s v stic, “such as Teresa of Avila, wh

7 meref"ore not very difficult to understa

'9

ltimate nonsensuous unity in all things’, as Wa
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In comciu:;oh/ mystical experiences can’t really be understood unless you h

yourself. The fact that they are ineffable and yet mystics have tried to pu
make the matter better. They may appear to be saying the same thing b

because it is concerned with a transcendent reality beyond senses, words
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Examiner’s comments

‘ 1. Explain the different types of vision that religious people might experienc

Example 1: :

8/15 — this answer is limited. It gives two types of e when three woul
example of 5t Bernadette’s vision is an mdlw wa VI 11 and is, therefore, a
corporeal vision. . :

Example 2:

an: ¢ o 'iv.miid‘;as three different types mentioned directly in th
o understands specialist terminology and is a clear and thorou

‘ 2. Explain what is meant by numinous experiences. (15)

Example 1:
15/15 — this answer goes into detail about the term numinous, which is req
one type of religious experience. It gives an example as well as mentioning
knowledge and understanding and use of specialist terminology.

Example 2:

5/15 —this answer demonstrates a basic understanding and has given som
how these examples are numinous. It is lacking a lot of detail and specialist i
what is mentioned is correct but lacking in development. Walking in the co
could be an example of nature mysticism) but this needs explaining.

as)

‘ 3. Explain how mystical experiences m:ght he ,en

Example 1: ,
9/15 — this answer is 2 iy

15/15 - thts answer is detailed and shows excellent knowledge and unders
in full, with scholars and examples given. Mentioning Happold and linking h
shows proper understanding.

‘ 4. Assess how far visions might have a scientific explanation that rules out ar:.

Example 1:
10/15 — this answer does give two sides to the argument and evaluates to a ce
have benefitted from looking at other types of vision as well to give a better pi

Example 2:
15/15 — this answer is developed and has carefu’ . ik ered the argume
the conclusion. The student has also mr"u lew dify _zént types of vision in th
more developed conclusion. .

5. ‘We will zaer:y 2 2
COR— -
! 'Zbg‘

Example 2:
15/15 — this answer is identical to Example 1 but has a different conclusion
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A Level questions and answers

For A Level, the 15-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Part a questions)

1. Examine the different types of visions.
2. Examine the nature of mystical experiences. .

The answers to these questions are ==, ¢ ctx . 1 be more critically developed an
AS Level.

AQ2 questi

v

3. Assess how far visions might have a scientific explanation that rules o
4. ‘We will never understand mystical experiences.” Assess how far this i

A Level answers to these questions will show more insight and links to other ma
through wider reading) than at AS Level.

Student activity
Students should try to answer the question first before looking at the an
then be compared to what has been written in this guide.
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded f
the end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to h
skills:

Student and teacher activity
Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work out what you (or the s
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of me' is to start with the
is anything missing in the answer. If there * .« iec jfxe next band down. |
to the band below that, and so ~~ "™ o - .aed marks and comments a
answers in this section on == 4 s serience.

1. Exami; 71 ierent types of vision. (10}

v

Example 1
Visions are an example of a religious experience that is often used as evide
religion of the recipient. A common type of vision is an individual vision,
that is interpreted as religious. For example, St Bernadette saw a vision o
When more than one person sees the vision but not necessarily everyone,
If more than one person sees the vision then it is more convincingly some
person’s own mind. An example of a corporeal vision is of a group of WW
saw a vision of an angel who protected them from advancing German sol

everyone present saw this vision.

Another type of vision is the imaginative vision. This is ~» vision in a perso
of an imaginative vision is that of Johw's aporal = w1 on written about
last book in the Bible. He has a visior " . ne

differentiate between indivic’ x4

orporeal visions and fmaginative vis

see a vision then * - & = uctually exist in the external world and may

SR 2 : aon. The point is that an imaginative vision has a relig
sg' " ) .f 7. «
QG < igious experience.

of peo;

it a vall

A third type of vision is the intellectual vision, which is perceived in the w:
eyes. Intellectual visions enable the recipient to grasp some revealed truth
vision is that of Saint Ignatius Loyola who claims to have had an intellect
‘the humanity of Christ with the eyes of the soul’. This type of vision is no
Loyola’s example is ‘seen’ with the ‘eyes of the soul’. It produces importan
that make it another valuable religious experience.

Example 2
Visions are an example of a religious experience that {= ften used as evide
religion of the recipient. A common type of i n ; an individual vision,

that is interpreted as veligious. For ., » = le, 5¢ Bernadette saw a vision o

When more than one per . see . meVision but not necessarily everyone,

If wmore tagn o 15, sues the vision then it (s more convincingly some

everyone present saw this vision.
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Another type of vision is the imaginative vision. This is a vision in a perso
of an imaginative vision is that of John’s apocalyptic vision written about
last book in the Bible. He has a vision of what the end of the world will b

A third type of vision is the intellectual vision, which is perceived in the w:

eyes. Intellectual visions enable the recipient to arac we revealed truth

vision is that of Saint Ignatius Loyola, who il “have had an intellect

“the humanity of Christ with th- 2 € : e soul’

something that involves the intellect — that is why it is non-intellectual. |

experience of union.

William James has four characteristics of a mystical experience. They ave
personal. This means that a mystical experience can’t be described.

Example 2
Mystical experiences are a type of religious experience and they are comm

James made a study of mystical experiences and recognised some commo

that mystical experiences are ineffable and so diffie. = » ' put into words.

they experience by using compawsoms with ?7%7'1;' & do know or by descri

feature is that it has a noetic . o . . nch means that the mystic learns

‘Iﬁ.i}A wough reading books or through empirical

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

tnat it is transient and so the mgsi:fc Fee{s like the

has profound eFFects on a person. The Fourth feature is that it is a passive
mystic. Usually the mystic is not expecting the experience; it just overcom

Walter Stace described mystical experience as a different kind of consciou
non-intellectual. The mystic has no thoughts in the ordinary sense and th
experience ‘an ultimate nonsensuous unity in all things’. Stace also disting

introvertive mystic experiences. Extrovertive mystic experiences do rely o

COPYRIGHT
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world is one whereas the introvertive mystical experience is an inward ex
bottom of the self. An extrovertive mystical experience might be where a
and sees the unity of all nature. Happold referved to " & type of experien

introvertive mystical experience does V\Ot‘MF S i sy ses) s beyond unders

in with James’s characteristics of i i’ . ‘ty wnd that the mystic gains ne
introvertive experience /< .- 'o 1 cod mysticism and soul mysticism. Ex
F vila, Meister Eckhart or the Sufi Rumi. Stace ¢

3 bu?saﬁen'or to the extrovertive experience.

'9
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3. Assess how far visions might have a scientific explanation that rules out

Example 1

Visions are an example of religious experiences and are used as evidence
be argued that visions do not have a scientific explanation and so they ¢
existence of God. The vision that St Bernadette had of the Virgin Mary a

illusion. It may be that she had a particular con”™* - .’ the brain. Dr R

to find out what part of the brain is rzs; ov Vefrgrous experiences

temporal lobe epn’epsg Iaad bals 17‘ 5 The hallucinations would take

familiar with; for ve' wers these were of saints and other holy f

o .

)Mld be argued that veligious expeviences like visions do hav
God decided that a particular person would have temporal lobe epilepsy.
God decided who should have temporal lobe epilepsy and who should no

chosen few.

There are other types of visions: imaginative visions, for example. These
scientifically because it would be impossible to point to the place in the b
someone glimpses with certainty an image of future. These types of visio
mwore difficult to verify. Scientists may argue that imaginative visions ar
having an imaginative vision says it is not a daydream then there is no
to take their word for it.

In conclusion, there seem to be scientific expl

scientific explanation, this does not gl

have visions. 1t s the reaczr _ma n gawnot kinow and scientists will nev

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

the existence of God or any other figure that may appear in a vision. Vis
hallucinations brought about by drugs or sleep deprivation. Visions may

suffering from temporal lobe epilepsy or schizophrenia.

Religious people would respond to this by arguing that it is through drug
wental illness that God is able to communicate to people. God is a trans

be able to be perceived through ordinary ways. God has, therefore, mad

COPYRIGHT
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‘see’ him or other religious figures.

In conclusion, there is no way of verifying a transcr it God because t

did choose certain p

space and beyond our comprehension so avr «'i ’ i
way of proving this. It is be.f:ter Loy th & scientific explanation, wh

would rule out God bw 3 ot be verified.
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4. ‘We will never understand mystical experiences.” Assess how far this is tru

Example 1
Mystical experiences are by definition ineffable because they are an experi
transcendent, beyond our realm of time and space. If they are ineffable,
it is unlikely that mystics have found the right words to describe their ex
able to understand vaystical experiences for this 2. - iA(so) mystical exg:

non-sensuous and non-intellectual, an” e 2r..ding involves the intelle
all our ideas come from thinz-. « ‘o 2 zricountered through the senses (t
argue). We cannot b & on lsom things we have not come across throu

c oo seand mystical experiences.

However, not all mystical experiences are non-sensuous. Walter Stace ma
introvertive and extrovertive mystical experiences. Extrovertive experienc
we can make sense of these types of experiences. Someone like Wordswort:
unity in nature, for example, can describe it in a poem. Many people hav

have understood what he is trying to say.

In conclusion, although it is possible to understand extrovertive mystical e
understand introvertive mystical experiences. Stace considers introvertive
quality and it is this type of mystical experience that most mystics have.
to understand introvertive mystical experiences, which are the most com

among imystics.

Example 2 “
It is true that it is difficult t. . « .

ineffable because th .

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

sensorg¥Silh-ic . .. ~ustical experiences also have a noetic quality because

knowle: @,f %heg would not have gained through veading a book, thin

senses. This is also very difficult to understand unless you have had a mys

However, many mystics from various religions over many centuries have
experience, and it does seem to have some common characteristics that h
mystics experience. For example, in Buddhism, the moment when a Zen
momentary glimpse of enlightenment, they feel themselves melting away

This sounds very similar to a Christian mystic, such as Teresa of Avila, wh

COPYRIGHT
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with God and losing herself. It is, therefore, not very difficult to understa
about. They are about ‘an ultimate nonsensuous unity in all things’, as Wa

v Aevstood unless you h

&

In conclusion, mystical experiences caw’t vec '

yourself. The fact that they are © ¢ ra . nd get mystics have tried to pu
make the matter bettr. -~
because jagcc . 1 L Nith a transcendent reality beyond senses, words

»ay appear to be saying the same thing b
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Examiner’s comments

1.

Examine the different types of vision. (10)

Example 1:

10/10 — this answer is detailed and shows critical .
visions may be similar to imaginative visicas. Pl
poinits made. P

ot examples are given

- 'SV Sy correct with some detail. It would have achieved top
A Level ’kmg in critical understanding. The guestion does ask to exam
nghhghtmg the differences between the different types of visions shows p

Examine the nature of mystical experiences. (10)

Example 1:
3/10 —this answer is brief and lacking in development. There are no examp
student could have explained what it means not to involve the intellect. A |
about James's criteria. There are also some inaccuracies. At AS Level it wou
same reasons. For A Level it also lacks critical analysis.

Example 2:
10/10 — this answer is the same as Example 2 AS question 3 on mystical ex
answer for A Level. The student has shown critical analvs’s by showing how
overlap. The explanations of both James's and St' DL ieria have been fu
understanding. i

Assess how far visions = -~ ‘b~ 2 a scientific explanation that rules out a

is just as worthy of full marks.

Example 2:
10/15 — this answer does consider two sides but only in relation to corpore
from what has been argued but ends abruptly. The conclusion could have e
verification (from a realist perspective).

‘We will never understand mystical experiences.” Assess how far this is tr

Example 1:
15/15 — this answer shows careful consideration of the icsues, and by inclu
experiences, the student has managed to show Gt . de to the argumer::
and wider understanding is shown. »

Example 2: f ;
13/15 -1tk an™ = 5 =>I| nocused and goes into some detail, with speciali
analys 'Z‘L%g CU L Iy in the second paragraph, and a good, well-reasoned c

ol

more cXgge®ave been written in the first paragraph about how most peop
gain knowledge
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D. Verifying Religious Experie

This is for AS and A Level.

Students are expected to know and show:
o the challenges in verifying religious exper'*, £ 3
e the scientific explanations for relizi~ - X, 0 iences
religious responses to sciz.ii ¢ " ;:'jf_,_,je‘hg’es
Swmburne s prm o quhty and principle of testimony

AS Level questions and answers

Typical 15-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Part a questions) include:

1. Explain the challenges to verifying religious experiences.
2. Explain Swinburne’s principles of testimony and credulity.

These questions require a detailed outline of the theory/theories. Remember to
e POINT
e EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCEI(S). .
e EXPLANATION gl g

There can be a conclusion but i Jwii. ( scuiytake the form of a summary of the

AO2 questiy ‘-es }..‘f..';-'e 'th; Part b questions) include:

sk
ié\}cﬂ Y.
3. ‘Religrous experiences are easily verified.” Assess how far this is true.

These questions require two sides of an argument, followed by a conclusion. Th
in this question; this will have been done in the AO1 / Part b question. The purp

The paragraphs should follow the format:
e POINT
e EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S)
e EXPLANATION
o LINK

There must be a conclusion which answers the questlon 2 >llows from the po
paragraphs. w1 B

Student =({ 4

G g
1&3\ ::»mpared to what has been written in this gu;de
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded ful
end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to help th

Student and teacher activity

Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work out what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of marking is to start with th
is anything missing in the answer. If there is, check * - next band down.
to the band below that, and so on. The aeire {i’di,~.-s and comments
answers in this section on religious € + ari » a0

o

- i1g religious experiences. (15)

1. Explain the challe_ng'jj

example, are ineffable experiences where the mystic gains new knowledg
nature of reality. Corporeal visions are images that only a few people ar
impossible to prove that what a person experiences really is there and ca

religious experiences are difficult to verify as experiences of God.

A group of philosophers that consider religious experiences to be unverifiab
the logical positivists. A J Ayer, for example, arqued that religious languag
unverifiable. The sentence ‘God exists' is meaningless because it refers to so
God. refers to a being that is transcendent and outside of our time and sp
meant to be proof of this transcendent reality but these are experiences o
in principle or in practice because it is not in this world of sense experienc

an expevience of a transcendent reality, present . e _ffge to ever being

- iuentifies three areas of objection to veligious expe
Wt related and object-related), argues under the subject -re

experiences. People who claim to have religious experiences could quite e
Middle Ages people would unknowingly eat ergot from mouldy wheat, ¢
might explain the hallucinations of visionaries from that time. Sleep dep
can also cause hallucinations. The ascetics in the desert that saw temptin,

symptoms. There is no way of verifying whether what they are experien.

Example 2
Religious experiences ave by definition mental, non-empirical experiences.
to exist in the external world that is accessible to everyone and that ther

A J Ager, for example, argued .- ‘re i 1uas language vefers to somethin

experiences are meant > . )l of a transcendent reality which can’t

P s

nc
;i?::‘gpn experiences really exists outside of that person’s mind beca

vt in this world of sense experience. Furthermore,

Scientists have been able to identify how religious experiences happen in
example, found that people with temporal lobe epilepsy have religious ex,

exposed to religious imagery.
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2. Explain Swinburne’s principles of testimony and credulity. (15)

Example 1
Richard Swinburne presented two principles to argue in favour of people

his principle of credulity. This principle argues that if a person says they

probably the case. The principle of testimony argues the same.

o
“ a\,goiﬂ y

Sw:’mbum’éﬂéve(oped these principles in response to challenges to religiou

people having the experience are unreliable and that their statements ar

Swinburne’s first principle is the principle of credulity that argues that w.
probably the case unless there are special reasons why it might not be th
may not be reliable if they were on drugs or were having a hallucination
not the case, then it is perfectly reasonable to accept the credulity of tha
experience is probably the case.

The second principle is the principle of testimony. This principle states th

religious experience provides good reason to believe that the experience is

Swinburne says that religious experion = 54

tof ébmetht'mg that must

trust the person and what .

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pag



3. ‘Religious experiences are easily verified.” Assess how far this is true.

Example 1
Religious experiences are not easily verified. Religious experiences are men
verify something that is wmental. This would also mean that they are not

It could be argued that they are verifiable in sciz, ~ - 5. ience shows how r

verified.

L

In conclusion, reliaic 5 _«ces are easily verifiable because of science.

r&\,go' y
Religious¥experiences such as mystical experiences are not easily verified. M

considered to be ineffable because they are of a transcendent reality. This
to verify something if it can’t even be put into words. Other religious exp
experiences of a transcendent reality and so it is going to be difficult to p
transcendent reality when we only have access to this one physical reality

takes place.

However, there are a few ways in which religious experiences can be verifi
proved that people who suffer from temporal lobe epilepsy have religious
his results to disprove the claims of religious experiences but they could eq
that religious experiences ave veal as theve is a biological reason why peop

that religious experiences are easily verified.

It could, however, be argued Heildy Jt& > 3n the expenemces can be verified

cannot. The fact tir\r h ‘if;‘;: prer:emces happen in the brain proves not.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

expericg A cht we have to use Swinburne’s principle of testim

@

statem )ut what they saw or experienced. This, however, is not defi

tévC
There are other ways of verifying religious experiences, other than science
experiences change people’s lives for the better supplies some evidence tha
happened. For example, the fact that Saul had a vision of Christ on the v
him into a devout Christian is proof that something extraordinary must

of verification.

COPYRIGHT
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There are also cases of corporate religious experiences where more than o
experience. For example, the Toronto Blessing is a communal experience
Vinegard Pentecostal churches are taken over by the ! [y Ghost and sta

uncontrollable laughter. The fact that more iz \ ( A" person experiences

verification enough for them.

'9

somnie rel«g:ous experiences can be verified to an ex

)

Education

o
'Zbg 'go Jaat a religious experience is a genuine experience of God
X 4

G®

faitih gr s

W¥Che experiencer belongs to. It is, thevefore, not true that relig

verifiable.
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Examiner’s comments

‘ 1. Explain the challenges to verifying religious experiences. (15)

Example 1: :

15/15 — this is a very detailed answer showing a c:wc o snsideration of th
of detail, with examples to illustrate. -7

Example 2: T ol

10/15 this answe~ + .« “i.plete. It has considered verification in detail

‘(p i "‘;..s that are unverifiable. It is also lacking in examples.

Example 1:

6/15 — this answer shows limited understanding. The student does not prov
The distinction between the two principles is not clear as the student think

Example 2:

15/15 —this answer is detailed, with examples and clear understanding sho

distinction between the two principles is made clear.

‘ 3. ‘Religious experiences are easily verified.” Assess how far this is true. (15)

Example 1:

5/15 — this answer shows limited understanding. The <! * ient does not prov

and against. There are two sides but they are
thoroughly enough. :

Example 2
15/15—
are giv

3 €1 Ve.oped, and the issu

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion

Pag
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A Level questions and answers

For A Level, the 15-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Part a questions)

1. Examine the chalienges in verifying religious experieaces, including the ¢
2. Examine how a religious believer might defe~ '+ - ;g yus experience agi:
and verification.

L

The answers to these questicr .- e° gac*c"é?:l to be more critically developed an

Level. 4
‘I}f . W
fos a =
AQO2 questic ése will be the Part b questions) include:

3. Justify the view that, in spite of criticisms, religious experiences are a
existence of God.

A Level answers to these questions will show more insight and links to other ma
through wider reading) than at AS Level.

Student activity
Students should try to answer the question first before looking at the an
then be compared to what has been written in this guide.
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded ful
end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to help th

Student and teacher activity
Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work out what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of marking is to start with th
is anything missing in the answer. If there is, check * - next band down.
to the band below that, and so on. The aeire {i’di,~.-s and comments
answers in this section on religious € + ari » a0

i

Vi

example. are meFFab le experiences where the W\gstnc gains new knowledg
nature of reality. Corporeal visions are images that only a few people ar
impossible to prove that what a person experiences really is there and ca

A group of philosophers that consider religious experiences to be meaningl
A J Ayer, for example, argued that religious language refers to something
experiences are meant to be proof of a transcendent reality which can’t b
because it is not in this world of sense experience. Furthermore, there is n
person experiences really exists outside of that person’s mind because it is,

Scientists, in relying on empirical data derived from observations of the
some alternative explanations for why there ave religious experiences. Th
that religious experiences were illusions based on priv2’ideas of separati
people create a super pavent in the form of = s w  “lo.k up to. Mystica
God are just a projection of a wzshF'

S

they h ggw“ ,)qaosed to re{:g:ous imagery. Saul, who had a conversion
DamasCa@®ay well have had temporal lobe epilepsy, according to Ram

Other explanations for religious experiences include the influence of drug
the Middle Ages people would unknowingly eat ergot from mouldy whea
This might explain the hallucinations of visionaries from that time. Sleep
exhaustion can also cause hallucinations. The ascetics in the desert that s
had these symptoms.

Example 2
Religious experiences are by definition mental, non-empirical experiences.

to exist in the external world that is accessible to everyone and that there

A group of philosophers that consider religious expe:=- es to be meanin,
A J Ager, for example, argued that religiou’ i qu , 2 refers to somethin
experiences are meant to be prooF s m»-mdent reality which can’t

practice because it is not A A N
ity exists outside of that person’s mind beca

f sense experience. Furthermore,

what a person evr

GO i
%g\oﬂ veen able to identify how religious experiences happen in
exampfe,~uund that people with temporal lobe epilepsy have religious ex

exposed to religious imagery.

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa
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2. Examine how a religious believer might defend religious experience agai
and verification.

Example 1
The argument from religious experience is an inductive arqument, which

As an argument, it states that if an entity is experienced then it must e
God; therefore, God wust exist. Some of the charac . ¢, tics of a religious
“to the individual, a

empirical, perceived as supernatural, meate ;u. ‘-

S

oy

the divine, and it helps lead a = . ¢

g a rehg{ous experience can prove God’s existence a
V: is ‘the idea that “if it seems to a subject that X is present,

one seem to percezve probably is so. This argument is that what we thin
we should believe it. His second principle is the principle of testimony: ‘w
what other people tell us that they perceived occurving’. This argues tha
then why should we not believe them? He says that religious experience
cannot trust the person, proving the existence of God.

Example 2
The argument from religious experience is an inductive argument, which

As an argument, it states that if an entity is experienced then it must e
God; therefore, God must exist. The problem is whether people’s claims a
argues that people’s claims should be taken as proof in his principles of ¢

primcfp e of credulity Swinburne states that ‘t'F e *o a subject that

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Some of the characteristics of a religious experience are that it is non-em,
mental, unique to the individual, a vehicle to bring a person closer to the
life. Most of these characteristics can’t be verified. For example, how can
empirical? A religious person defending religious experiences would argue
has changed their life for the better is empirical proof itself. It is also poss

evidence of religious experiences happening in the brain — for example, R
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religious experiences are the result of temporal lobe epilepsy — are proof
pecple to have these experiences so he can communicate with a chosen fe

Scientists also view religious experiences as i'us in . d possibly the resu

=

hallucinations caused by schizophre v egidus believer may then brin

have to be met in ordw i fh'; « agibus expen'ence to be gemu{me The ¢

'9
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Virgin Mary and she sees her — as St Bemadette did at Lourdes - and t
St Bernadette is completely reliable, then it is probably the case that th
Swinburne also argued in his principle of credulity.
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3. Justify the view that, in spite of criticisms, religious experiences are a trus
existence of God. (15)

Example 1
There are [ots of criticisms for religious experience. Some people, like logic
not believe it is a valid proof for the existence of God. The word God is un
personal, non-empirical experience of God. It is meav ™ jless because it ca
practice ov in principle. i

An anti-realist may argue aan’ .
verifiable, it is about v -

Vi

‘teri and have no meaning outside of that. The {o

) ‘te.m and. s0 cannot understand what was actually happenin,

However, re!rgzous believers tend to think that what they experience is ac
world that everyone can experience. When St Bernadette saw a vision of
convinced that it was something everyone could see because it was real.

A further problem with religious experiences, from a realist perspective, i
accounts of religious experiences. Some cultures experience Christ or the V.
cultures experience Ganesha or some other religious figure unknown to Ch

Hick has a convincing argument against this problem. He believes that eve
of the ultimate truth and so they are all correct but in a limited way. He
group of blind men coming across an elephant. One man feels a leg and d
pillar. Another man feels its trunk and describes the elephant as a great s
are only referving to one aspect of the elephant. ln L ame way, all velig
describe one aspect of the ultimate truth, 1

e

In conclusion, the argument /” =

for an individual ext -

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Religious expewences have many criticisms from logical positivists and scie
experiences are false, delusional and unverifiable. If we take into considera
concerned with a transcendent reality and so there is no way of verifying
recipients of a religious experience the benefit of doubt, then the main pr
of religious experiences. Some cultures experience Christ or the Virgin Ma
experience Ganesha or some other religious figure unknown to Christians.
then everyone should be experiencing the same thing.
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Hick has a convincing argument against this problem. He believes that eve
of the ultimate truth and so they are all corvect but in a limited way. Re
cultures are all correct but in a limited way. He illustro’es this with the i
coming across an elephant. One wan feels a leg . - e “ribes the elephan
feels its trunk and describes the elephe 1 as a it s
one aspect of the e{ep!/\amt e e an 2oy, all ve
ultimate truth. S

ligions are corvect but

'9
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In con  t. L argument for religious experience is a trustworthy argu

for an XGgm W.ual experiencing it. It can also be considered trustworthy fo

expeﬂencmg it is refiable.
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Examiner’s comments

1.

Examine the challenges in verifying religious experiences, including the c

Example 1: .
10/10 — this is a very detailed answer, showmg a Fa 2l on5|derat|on of t
scientific explanations shows critical analssic an., £ e use of examples to li

proper understanding. e

- SV 5 s not complete. It has considered verification in detail
expland g&\ﬁc‘ religious experiences. It is also lacking in examples.

Examine how a religious believer might defend religious experience agai
and verification. (10)

Example 1:
5/10 —this answer is limited to just Swinburne’s responses. It does provide
which is good, but there is no mention of responses to science or verificati

Example 2:
10/10 — this answer is detailed, with quotes, names of scholars and examp
and there is breadth by looking at many explanations that science has pro

Justify the view that, in spite of criticisms, religious exn'nences areatru

existence of God. {15) e

Example 1: ,
15/15 — this answer has o e
sections, which shoy o

. issue from many sides and incorpo
.mderstandmg and critical analysis. Scholars

éucﬁ"
9/15 - W swer has provided different views and focused on one probl

is fine. The probiem is with the conciusion, which is inconsistent with wha
on. The conclusion should have been about the strength of Hick’s pluralism
experiences are true but not a complete picture. The evaluation is, therefo
the reasoning.
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E. Religious Language

This topic is for A Level only

This section provides some responses relating to questions - religious languag
following:

e the cognitive approach and the non - m : apiﬁfoach to religious lang
+ i« tor the meaningfulness of religio

e verification and falsificatiz
weaknesses

Rt don and falsification by Hick, Hare and Wittgenstei
. ";inés‘"and the via negativa on religious language; their strengt

A Level questions and answers

Examples of some A Level 10-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Parta g

1. Examine whether religious language is meaningful in terms of verifica

2. ‘Of what we cannot speak we must remain silent.” Examine this claim
religious language.

3. Examine the contributions of analogy and language games to a study

AO2 questions {these will be the Part b questions) include:
4. Assess whether religious language is dev .0 _g{,j}’éni-ng.

5. Assess whether language games_ . ° *.‘a,,w—.»:bﬁfiate approach to take
6. Assess whether religios ‘.a, L 5 7.0ds justifiable uses.

Dt activity
Stu™its should try to answer the question first before looking at the an
then be compared fo what has been written in this guide.

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pag
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded full
end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to help th

Student and teacher activity

Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work out what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of marking is to start with th
is anything missing in the answer. If there is, check * - next band down.
to the band below that, and so on. The aeire gi’di,~<s and comments

answers in this section on religious I . ye -

i

In the Zotkvnvbenturg a group of philosophers known as the logical positivis
that are meaningful are those statements that can be verified. They the
verification. For example, ‘water boils at 100 degrees’ is meaningful bec
Moritz Schlick added the condition that meaningful statements are stat
practice or in principle. He added ‘in principle’ because there will be stat,
the moon’, that before 1969 could not have been verified in practice bu
principle. Unfortunately, however, religious language that includes state
is life after deati’ cannot be verified in practice or in principle as they ¢
According to the logical positivist A J Ayer such statements are meaning
such things exist is not a genuine question.

Logical positivists take a cognitive view towards e o Ents This means

some:thmg that is considered by everqnn o be At true or Fa{se in th

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Eé to a ce{estla{

believes it wr{i lead nowhere. One of the two travellers will be proved rig

city whrclzx represents heaven whereas the tr

road (which represents death). This kind of proof Hick calls eschatologica

Anthony Flew responded to Hick by arguing that religious language may
cannot be falsified. He used John Wisdom’s parable of the gardener to ill
come across a clearing in the jungle and one claims there must be a gar
and his belief in God). The other explorer does not believe there is a gard
They put up all sorts of traps to test their different hypotheses. None of

COPYRIGHT
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any proof. The explorer who still believes theve is a gardener provides all
be. in this way the statement ‘there is a gardener’ or “Cod exists’ cannot
evidence against these claims will be enough to 't 9W\ wrong. As Fl
is killed by inches, its death by a tl/\ouf"/ 1 lr.

because it cannot be fa srﬁed

wdtions’. Religious langu

'9

)

Education

3
convmcw cmt all the dons are out to get him. This conviction, Hare call

introduced to some dons who are clearly nice but he is still convinced th
about the dons is meaningful to him. In the same way, religious languag

a religious ‘blik’.
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Example 2
Logical positivists claim that the only things that are meaningful are tho

verified. Religious language that includes statements such as ‘God exists’

cannot be verified and so is not meaningful.

Hick argued that religious language can be proved to > itrue or false. He

of the celestial city. In this parable two trav s 3. 10 vepresent a theist

road. The traveller representmq 7"’/\ 's bo.wves the road will lead to

heaven whereas the tmv" P, v smtmg the atheist believes it will lead

Flew used John Wisdom’s parable of the gardener. Two explorers come a
one claims there must be a gardener (this represents the theist and his
does not believe there is a gardener (this represents the atheist). They pu
their different hypotheses. None of the traps manages to capture any pr
there is a gardener provides all sorts of reasons why this might be.

2. ‘Of what we cannot speak we must remain silent.” Examine this claim wi
religious language. (10)

Example 1
Logical positivism believes veligious language should be just like scientific

something that can be proven to be true ov false F . 4 us language can

and, therefore, ‘of what we cannot spea’: v < w = remain silent’.

Wrttgemstem deve!opﬂr s T ramguage games to iflustrate how langu

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

_iyuage users have a specific understanding of what

; }ou"s believers understand “God' as an omnipotent power. In
word GO does not have the same meaning; it has no meaning, because G
believers and logical positivists play different language games. It is for this
still have meaning, however, to those in the religious form of life. Logical p

language game of religious believers ‘wmust remain silent’ when commentin,

Example 2
This is a famous quote from Wittgenstein’s Tractatus. Wittgenstein wrot

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

positivist phase. It can be interpreted to mean that religious language is
in practice or in principle and (s, therefore, something we should remain

Logical positivism takes a cognitivist a;oproaf" 1A gioas language and

be like scientific language: it reFers 5 g : g that can be provem to b
about the world. For exav:

Moritz Schh’ck,‘ el

'9

B s,
J

)

Education

that is possrb(e n prmc‘p(e. In connection with this, logical positivists refi
principle of verification in determining whether something is meaningful
be verified in practice or in principle because it is about the transcenden

cannot speak we must remain silent’.
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In Wittgenstein’s later phase in his philosophy, he took a non-cognitivist
believing that such statements as ‘God is omnipotent’ or ‘there is life aft
rather than statements that can be proven to be true or false. Wittgens
language games to illustrate how language works. In different forms of li
have a specific understanding of what certain words mean to them. For

understand ‘God’ as an omnipotent power. In a loc’ =, sositivist form of

the same meaning; it has no meaning, beca 45 an omnipotent po
world. Religious believers and lo="» 7'} » 1 vists pl ag different language g
ab{e to understand theeoi ]

a0t reFer to anything factual in a logical positivis

hat rehgaous believers have and vice ver

os’e'"' m the V‘@{lglOMS Form oF fife. Logical pos:t;v:sts in not u

3. Examine the contributions of analogy and language games to a study of r

Example 1

Thomas Aquinas viewed religious language as analogous. He rejected the
univocal, where a word describing God as ‘our father’ literally means fat
used have different or ambiguous meanings. If religious language were eq
impossible to understand any description of God. Aquinas accepts that G
are no exact words to describe God — we can use analogies. This is how
meaningful. God created the world and so there is a causal link between
be described by drawing an analogy with what he has .« reated. Aquinas i

analogy of attribution and analogy of propo:.: f!fw case of an analo

ot ‘eam:tl/\at he s like a wise

when God is described as wise, tl/uf

rather it means that C}or’ S 1-: \messarg quahtles to produce wisdom

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Example 2
Thomas Aquinas viewed religious language as analogous. He rejected the i

univocal, where a word describing God as ‘our father literally means fat

used have different or ambiguous meanings. If religious language were equ

to understand any description of God. Aquinas accepts that God is transc

words to describe God. We could use Dionysius’ idea of the via negativa a COPYRIGHT
of what he is not, but Aquinas argued that instead we can use analogies. PROTECTED
becomes meaningful. God created the world and so there is a causal link

God can be described by drawing an analogy wf*‘ VA ’ghe has created. Ac

analogies: analogy of attribution amd arang of Cor opomom In the case o

example, when God is d,escwb” STAIS does not mean that he is lik

'9

magnified — rather - at God has the necessary qualities to prod

of proyg 'Z‘f s v Yl'é‘{'hg God as ‘good’ this means that God is 100 09
forms ¢ °§<\°“ will never reach this target. God cannot be anything but .
o J J Education

are proportional to his nature as the attributes of humans are to their n
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Taking a non-cognitive view of religious language, Wittgenstein claimed

particular language game used and understood by those in a particular

believe that religious language is used to express a certain attitude rathe
affairs in the world. Different forms of life refer to different communitie
language users use words in a particular way which people in other form
not at all. They play a different language game. Fo=. . mple, to a veligio

meaningful and refers to a transcendent be 1y i 5u:des their decisions

1

positivists, only things that car ' ‘i ; = trxave meaning and as a trans

there will never be evizat o ol transcendent Ciod it is meaningless. Tl

word God is meaningless if tl/\eg do not understand the rules for the reli

4. Assess whether religious language is devoid of meaning. (15)

Example 1
Those philosophers who consider religious language to be devoid of mean

are cognitivists who believe that religious language should be talking abo
false and the way of proving them to be true or false is through verifica
positivists. A J Ayer was a logical positivist who argued that the word G
a transcendent being who is not real in the sense of being real in the wo

meaning and so cannot be verified and is meaningless.

e

.aeanmgless He belie

Hick d{sagreed with Ager that re(:'g:’ous {ane sug .
his parable of the celesti
L onem, representmg the theist, believes

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

at the 63 M the zfoad which one was right. In the same way, a theist a
G,
they we™® wglnt or not when they die / at the end of time. Hick refers t

eschatological verification.

In conclusion, religious language is not devoid of meaning because it can

Example 2
Those philosophers who consider religious language to be devoid of mean

are cognitivists who believe that language should be talking about things
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the way of proving them to be true or false is through verification. A J
argued that the word God did not make sense. It vefers to a transcende
sense of being real in the world. The word God has ne * teral meaning a
devoid of meaning. This view makes sense; v .

.,éefté?s ttr\at cannot be verified. The

Logical positivists, however, st T
vestricted to thire:

K- it can‘t be verified. Religious believers, on the other

'9

X

e vewﬁed and that anything that falls sho

)
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o faith based on an intuition. In this respect, Wittgenstein

does not need proof to have meaning. Meaning is created in forms of life
where verification is not important. It is only in the logical positivist for:
important. This view is more sympathetic to religious belief and shows h

the religious form of life.

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa



In conclusion, religious language is not devoid of meaning in a religious ¢
community where meaningful things are those things that can be verifie
limited because it leaves out a lot of things in life, including the meaning

philosophers at one time in their life must think about. There is more to

5. Assess whether language games are an appropriate.. 5, roach to take towe

Example 1
Ludwig Wittgenstein argued ‘i = = 1i jcas'language was meaningful. Ho

approach and belioy 4 < x r _.tements reflect attitudes and are meanin

; Tz;g X G is”%iﬁ'/\(;religious form of life that plays a particular la
g&\ﬁ"

that rea‘@fgus people rely on faith rather than evidence or their beliefs. S
different language game where the term God is meaningless because wit
be verified to be meaningful. Within the form of life of the religious belie
doesn't need verification or falsification to be meaningful. Religious langu

an attitude within the religious form of life or community.

Unfortunately, there are problems with this approach. It is usually the ¢
actually believe that God exists and can be verified. Hick used the parabl
this. Religious language can be verified when we die (eschatological verifi
have all kinds of other evidence — to use the language game of science —

example, the teleological argument or the cosimologire! wrgument.

e =24

It also follows that if different forn. ;;;wy iFrerent language game

ver ’ wole to understand each other. They

different forms of life wi'l .-

other. Hoveever. “r. fe Jlenty of examples of religious believers that a

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

A - s of life, it could be argued.

In conclusion, the cognitive view seems to make more sense when it com
religious believers see religious language as statements about things that
attitudes or beliefs. Furthermore, religious language can be verified, as H

meaningful. We just have to wait until we die.

Example 2
Wittgenstein believed that statements reflect attitudes and are meaning
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Formws of life are particular areas of life that use certain terms in a part
those in that area. These terms are part of the ‘language game’ used by
those not part of the form of life, these terms are .. ingless. For exam

diffevently to a football player because he/s ¢ ball as something

One form of life is the . > “t v of life that plays a particular langu

'9

game, " y t o tioas God have a weaning. Science or logical posit a
game ¢ ;!/\@J'EEV'W\ God is meaningless because within their language 9
- Education

meaningial. Within the form of life of the religious believer, however, reli

verification or falsification to be meaningful. Religious language is, theref
within the religious form of life or community.
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Unfortunately, there are problems with this approach. It is usually the ¢
actually believe that God exists and can be verified. Religious believers ha

God exists — for example, the teleological argument or the cosmological

6. Assess whether religious language has justifiable uses. (15)

Example 1

The question suggests that veligious lanatag - ?use{ess This might

coms:der reirgzous !anguage to b .:m A g because it cannot be verified

O s
. Z;E‘ffﬂ 31 ptfu!osop!mca( discussion because it has no Justrﬁab{e uses.

However, Thomas Aquinas believed that even though God is a transcend
comprehension religious language is still justifiable because it can give us
analogies. Religious language is not interested in whether it is meaningfu
comprehend God and so we do not really know what the word God mea
sense religious language has a justifiable use as analogous language used t

Further evidence that veligious language has justifiable uses comes from
language is symbolic and that symbols are used to help us understand re
language alone is able to express the ultimate because it transcends the ¢
express it divectly’. So religious fanguage is ta!k{mg abou*g a reality that is

our lamguage and so we have to use sgmbols ral a. h’tem( words. T

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

would be use{ess because it would be talking about something that so far

Example 2
Thomas Aquinas believed that even though God is a transcendent being

religious language is still justifiable because it can give us an idea about G
language is not interested in whether it is meaningful or not, because w
we do not really know what the word God means except by analogy. In
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Jjustifiable use as analogous language used to express something transcen

Further evidence that religious language has justifiable - ses comes from
p as understand re

language is symbolic and that symbols are v L co |

language alone is able to express th i au Jecause it transcends the ¢
express it dirvectly’. So re’ A us 1y guuge is talking about a reality that is

'9

!

our famguone an e to use symbols rather than {:tem( words. Tl

)

Education

In concfusr'on, religious language talks about a transcendent veality, whic
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Examiner’s comments

‘ 1. Examine whether religious language is meaningful in terms of verification
Example 1: :
10/10 — this answer is very detailed and accurate, _.lt : - 5 in-depth knowl
mentioning scholars and key terminology. Tk .ié > atextual reference
Example 2: 5
4/10 —this answer® & . 7.5 not always clear what the point is in the p
ificg b ‘..ation. There is some missing material, and limited re
2. ‘Of what we cannot speak we must remain silent.” Examine this claim wit
religious language. (10)
Example 1:
6/10 — this answer does show some development in the second paragraph
limited. The student has linked the paragraphs to the question and quote,
is some use of specific terminology.
Example 2:
10/10 - this answer is developed in breadth and depth, with detail and dev
the guote and links the paragraphs to the guote. It shows excellent knowlec:
‘ 3. Examine the contributions of analogy and la~_: g :‘_én.:'es to a study of r
Example 1: e e
5/10 — this answer has or'.: nsw » 26 -nalf of the question but the first half
detailed, with coor '« * 6\ .edge and use of specialist terminology.
. 1 e
Examp. e
10/10 — this answer is accurate, with excellent development and detail. It ¢
uses correctly specialist terminology.
‘ 4. Assess whether religious language is devoid of meaning. (15)

Example 1:

10/15 — this answer does present two views but without much critical eval
presents two views but sides with one without much evaluation. The stude
eschatological verification also has its problems and how eschatological ve
not devoid of meaning.

Example 2: "
15/15 — this answer shows excellent perceptiz.. 11 ‘istaes involved in de
of religious language. Thereisalink bov . » £ :_,.qu’ést'ion at the end of eac
evaluation. The conclusion sk i~ =
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‘ 5. Assess whether language games are an appropriate approach to take towé:

Example 1:
15/15 — this answer is detailed and shows excellent understanding of the is
views and comes to a well-informed decision in the conclusion. Use of spec

Example 2:
10/15 —this answer does provide different vie'*«« </ . se..ond paragraph is
needs to be made clearer. There also n. ~ s~ Fa jijore evaluation, at the et

example. The first paragraph 22, <@ <’) se'more like an outline of Wittgen

There are different views, which are both appreciated in the conclusion, w
issues is demonstrated.

Example 2:

6/15 — this answer shows only one point of view and so it does not address
need to make their points about religious language being analogous or sym
and insight into the issues involved.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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F. Miracles

This topic is for A Level only

Students are expected to know and show:
e therealist and anti-realist view of miraclec v s S|g uflcance of these
e  miracles understood as a VIolatto" ) > .' s of nature or natural even

views on rehgion

e theviews of Hum . - L r o“'ri"‘miracles and the significance of these v

A Level'questuons and answers

Examples of some A Level 10-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Parta g

1. Examine one realist view and one anti-realist view on miracles.
2. Examine the views of Maurice Wiles on the issue of miracles.

AQ2 questions (these will be the Part b questions) include:

3. Assess how useful it is to define miracles as David Hume did.
4. ‘Belief in miracles is irrational.” Assess how far this is true.

* . o answer the question first before looking at the an
\or 1,..c:read to what has been written in this guide.
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded
the end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to
skills:

Student and teacher activity

Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work ou’r.what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of me: © 'is to start with th
is anything missing in the answer. If there ;1 fed ¢ ‘he next band down.

o8

to the band below that, and so o= 7h g - aed marks and comments

answers in this sectionon =~ w1 s . -

o 9 =
‘reqiist view and one anti-realist view on miracles. (10)
g&\ﬁ o g

Example 1
One definition of a miracle is as ‘a transgression of the laws of nature by

This is how Hume, taking a realist view, defined a miracle. He looks at w.
the world that can be proven to be true or false. Under Hume’s definitio
Red Sea in the Old Testament or Jesus' resurvection are miracles. Hume
meaningless) to believe in miracles defined as such because it is impossibl
(further proof of his realist approach). He claims that miracles are never
sufficient intelligence and education for it to count as true and that it is
them (he was thinking of Italy and Spain). He also considers that miracl
their attraction to the unusual. A final point is that every report of a m

number of people who say it didn't happen. Hume, thevefore, believes th

the world and are irrational. This is somethina o

Voe ti«eorg of truth (where they carmspond to real events in
but within t!/\e coherence theory of truth. Miracles cohere within a religi

particular language game that a non-religious form of life would not un.
by Ludwig Wittgenstein who was an anti-realist. For example, a religiou
resurvection was a miracle that cannot be proven; it is not something th
something to a religious believer; it means that Jesus was the Son of Go

that resurrvection is possible for those who follow the Christian faith. A r

evidence of resurrection.

Example 2
Realists view wmiracles as events that can be proven *r.! appen. Miracles ¢

world. Logical positivists, such as A J Ager, .. 9h i Sopners who would

o

happen in the world. If they dld N 2n whd were Just an expression

them to be meaningles< 260{ 2 siavists use the prmc:rp{e of verificatio

body can be brought back to life. It does not correspond to real events in

meaningless.

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




An anti-realist would approach miracles differently. Wittgenstein, for ex
do not have to be verified or corrvespond to real things in the world to b
coherence theory of truth, where a miracle would make sense to a parti
According to Wittgenstein, different forms of life use different language
resurrection means something different than it does for a logical positivi

the idea of Jesus as a saviour for humankind lives ¢ . might mean tha

spivitual, metaphysical body. This is someth _an't be verified bec

physical evidence, which wouldr’ . Aa . _ nse % a (ogicaf positivist but w

‘ . urice Wiles on the issue of miracles. (10)

Mauyice Wr!es describes a wiracle as an event that s in accordance with
nature ave therve for us to make sense of the world and so God can’t go

does not believe miracles happen but he still believes in God.

Maurice Wiles believes the whole of creation is a miracle. These types of

even further away from the rational scale.

Example 2

Maurice Wiles views miracles as events that transgress the laws of natur
occur then they can’t happen often because this would make laws of nat
meaningless. Furthermore, if they did happen rarely then this is not mo

o

Wiles believes in God but does not (oelievf w "f’b{;

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

' ié‘»’c v
miracles occumng is stramge. So either God does not perform miracles o

miracles for the odd individual, which is arbitrary and unfair and God is

As a consequence, Wiles believes in God as a creator who does not interv
bound by the laws of nature he created. God could perform miracles if h

to because this would go against him creating laws of nature that are th

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

3. Assess how useful it is to define miracles as David Hume did. (15)

Example 1
If wmiracles could be proven to exist as Hume define- m, then religions

miracles, such as Christianity, will evrdemtlu g4 ‘. sivical evidence or i

A{so, as the monotheistic Vel:qmw Tar o . ntg vegms with a wurac(e, (tlne

'9
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dl'sprovmg miracles to disprove the belief that Christianity is based on re
of faith. Hume attempted to prove the fallibility of miracles through a t
attempting to show that it is irrational to believe that a miracle can ha
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believe the testimony of those who claim to have experienced miracles. Hu
the laws of nature to be his definition of a miracle, and claims that belief

and irrational as it is irrational to believe in the transgression or violation

In conclusion, it seems that miracles are not possible as natural laws are

Example 2
Hume attempted to prove the Fam

show that it is irvational 2 '-ein mat a wivacle can happen, and that v

mto have expenemced miracles. Hume Focuses

testimonu of thrce 'y

that miracles, according to this definition, are not possible as natural law:.
defied.

Huxley and McKinnon argue that if a miracle was to occur, such as Huxle
piece of lead in the air, we should not hold that the natural laws have be
knowledge of natural laws is incomplete. McKinnon further develops Hux
when one claims a miracle such as ‘water supported the weight of a man
being claimed; that water cannot support the weight of a man, but on th
support the weight of a man. McKinnon goes on to state that a counter-i
the statement, <o if the event occurred then it disproves the natural law

weight of man'. McKinnon concludes by stating tha' o laws of nature ne

defining miracles as tmvxsgress:ons oF lav:s ¢ "o ks useful, as it helps u

nature.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Nonethoullh tl . = © joat criticism of Hume's view on mivacles, as it is e

eév°° viivacle to vule out the possibility of a mivacle. Furthermor
induction; which weighs up the evidence, which by definition rules out th
will always be greater evidence against them. Thus it seems as if Hume’s |
constructed the implausibility of miracles. Thus Hume's definition of mira
wishing to use miracles as evidence. The miracle of Jesus’ resurrection, wh

on, for example, is a case in point.

4. ‘Belief in miracles is irrational.” Assess how far this is true. (15)

COPYRIGHT
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Example 1
Sowe miracles can be classified as ‘a transgression of the laws of nature b
deity’. This is how Hume defined a miracle and under * ijs definition he ¢
parting the Red Sea in the Old Testament ¢ d ;u ! ‘

miracles defined as such because;", b ss:uae to tmnsgress natural law

“esurrection. Hume b

never veported by enoun’. { o sfficient mte[hgence and education fi

. g

is the ‘barharic., f

)

Education

that you should not base a religion on a miracle such as a resurrection an

irrational.
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Hume's comments could be considered unreasonable. There does seem to
miracles to make it rational to believe in them. There seems to be more
when they go to the holy waters in Lourdes, France, than people who ar
examples of miracles that have been publicly observed, such as the statu
a procession in Bruges, Belgium. You could ask the question why people

of a mivacle. All this suggests that mirvacles are rat’ . . enough.

Sw(mbwne also suggested. in hic - @ . F credul itg and testfwxomy tha

In conclusion, belief in miracles is not irrational especially if it is the case
seen it. We should take Swinburne’s advice and believe people’s testimon

miracle being performed if it is the case that they are a reliable witness.

Example 2
Belief in miracles is indeed irvational because, as Hume argued, the majo

miracles are always religious and will naturally believe anyone who claim

Religious people will not look for logical explanations.

However, from the point of view of a religious believer it is not irrationa
is part of their language game. Religious belrevew k. o o believe in mira
otherwise they wouldn’t belong. .

loraiivvational from the point of view of a

In conclusion, belief im ..

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education

Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level AQA RS: Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion Pa



Examiner’s comments

‘ 1. Examine one realist view and one anti-realist view on miracles. (10)
Example 1: :
10/10 — this answer is detailed and shows critical an © ‘when linking Hu
criticisms are further support for his realict a pi ac . Hume's criticisms ar
specification but the fact that the sticy oas . «wicluded some of them sho
understandmg The studer“ Lad ( e wld examples and mentioned schola
scholars’ thoughts and comparisons between the two approaches.
‘ 2. Examine the views of Maurice Wiles on the issue of miracles. (10)
Example 1:
2/10 —this answer is very limited. The answer is not entirely correct and la
critical analysis.
Example 2:
10/10 — this answer is detailed and correct. It shows critical analysis in dra
Wiles’ argument. There are examples to illustrate, and good understandin
‘ 3. Assess how useful it is to define miracles as Davv‘ g dld (15)
Example 1: . -
5/15 - this answer is one-sid~ ' 1 Lar aevelopment of the implications
paragraph is unnececso
-
Examp 1[9 "
15/15 —\@#*5 a very detailed answer, showing depth and breadth. There a
Hume’s definition of a miracle. The conclusion has a slightly different form
answer the question and follow logically from what has been argued throu
‘ 4. ‘Belief in miracles is irrational.” Assess how far this is true. (15)

Example 1:

15/15 — this answer has chosen to focus on Hume’'s realist definition, whic
plenty of examples and brought in scholars and points from other topics, t
wider understanding.

Example 2:

7/15 — this answer has considered two sices o 1. f* s gument and a conclu
are some parts that are unclear Se (Vi 2 swident has not developed th
certain concepts. The sen* .t s&” ; e g;ous behevers have to believe in mira
otherwise they v 1 ng, for example, is dubious for this reason.
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G. Self, Death and the After

This topic is for A Level only

Students are expected to know and show:
e the nature and existence of the soul
e Descartes’ argument for the ey'c . ftm. soul
e the relationship betwe-r e w uyp .and soul

ot au éxistence after death

e the possibilitv ¢®

A Level questlons and answers

Examples of some A Level 10-mark questions for AO1 (these will be the Parta g

1. Examine how Descartes proves the existence of the soul.
2. Examine how personal existence could continue after death.

AO2 questions (these will be the Part b questions) include:

3. ‘There is no life beyond the death of the body.” Discuss how far this is
4. Assess whether Descartes successfully solves the prob!em of the relati
the soul. .

o

Student ar-f o N
sk, 0 answer the question first before looking at the ans

m‘npqred to what has been written in this guide.
ié‘f'

'%-9
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Here are some answers to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded
the end of this section explain why. Students could try the following activity to
skills:

Student and teacher activity
Before looking at the marks awarded, try to work ov’r.what you (or the
Use the mark scheme to help. A good way of me: © 'is to start with th
is anything missing in the answer. If there [ jec s ‘he next band down.

to the band below that, and so o= ™ o -.aed marks and comments
answers in this section on *». 2any and the afterlife.

Y

Example 1
Descartes proves the existence of the soul as the mind in his Meditations

Descartes starts by doubting everything, including his own existence. He
be deceiving him into thinking he exists. However, he can’t doubt the fac
something must be doing that thinking. He comes to the conclusion that
thinking and so because he is thinking he must exist. This is where the p

comes from.

Descartes exists as a thinking thing and this thinking thing (res cogitans)
believes that the mind/soul is separate from the body because it has diff
is indivisible, unextended in space, immaterial and esser:tr'a{ to him wher

in space, material and not essential to him. A<: % dn ! and body have

different things (according to Leibniz “+ o r>zfem:bfesJ where if two

e mind is separate from the bod

they must be the same thin a ¢

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

L oe s t!z\at the mind can exist without the body. He doe

Descar,
exists b éir\e could be dreaming that he has a body but he is still thi
mind at least. This is how Descartes proves the existence of a mind, whic
him. It is a conscious rational thing that can survive the body.

Example 2
Descartes proves the existence of the soul as the mind when he says his f

am'’. This is known in Latin as ‘cogito ergo sumt'. Descartes knows he exis
soul that is thinking. Descartes believes that the mind or soul exists sepa

COPYRIGHT
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can still think without the body. He might not even have a body — he co
in The Matrix wheve you think you are alive in the world but your body

‘es aave a mind. Th

Descartes thinks he might not have a body ! ..+ e
knows he has a soul because this is .+ 1a a.s’\d this is not the same th
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2. Examine how personal existence could continue after death. (10)

Example 1

One way in which personal existence could continue after death is if the
death of the body. This was the view of Descartes wheo was a dualist, bel
immortal and separate from his mortal body.

Descartes and the general Christian v:'f"m of rtal soul is derived

world of Forms, where uww’ s sl and perfect ideas (the Forms

ated FVOW\ the world of Forms and retur

Lk ect bodg dies. The soul also knows about the Forms
«gs on earth because it knew these Forms before it was inc

The medieval theologian Thomas Aquinas also believed that when the bo
individual identity — the personal existence — leaves the body and contin
the physical.

Example 2
One way in which personal existence could continue after death is if the

death of the body. This was the view of Descartes, who was a radical du
soul was immortal and separate from his mortal body. This view is deriv
world of Forms where universal, immortal and perfect ideas (the Forms)
these Forms because they originated from the world of Forms and retur
impermanent, imperfect body dies. The belief th .. 2 _f}divfdua{ soul co

most Christians. The medieval theoloc . “Aquinas also believed
that retains the individual i, < 1

eteynal life begomd

e persona( existence — leaves the

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

There i Eé‘,,co evrdemce for the continued existence of a soul that support
continuing after death. Near-death experiences are one example. These
the world of any age and they occur when a person is near to death or
come back from death sometimes being persuaded to do so by a decease
experience usually involves an out-of -body experience where the soul flo
go through a dark tunnel towards a light. There is a feeling of peace and
described as wmore real than everyday reality in this world. This indicate

continue after death.
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John Hick had an alternative theory about what happens to personal ex
that the body is resurvected when it dies. This is kr ;\ fas the rep{ica th

person’s memories and phgs:ca/ o stict so that t!aeg can be recog

with the idea of resurc - - Jesus underwent and it is also confirm
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3. ‘There is no life beyond the death of the body.” Discuss how far this is tru

Example 1
It could be argued that there is no life beyond the death of the body bec
What we think is a soul is, in fact, just our brain. This is the view of mat
or mind can be reduced to physical states, chemicals and processes in th
die. Materialists base their beliefs on the fact that tl/\ﬁ * s no evidence o
life beyond the death of the body. .

However, those looking for eviders o’ . arcel ftr\e death of the body m
experiences. Near-death - . 2rie siare expewenced all over the world b

science has proge » 4

O
o5

g&\ﬁ‘)o ones or religious figuves, and having a feeling that this is

; _avle to revive people from death provides evi

e Same characteristics: moving through a tunnel with
decease
This conwmmg evidence can be used to argue that any beliefs about life
acceptable and quite reasonable.

Matevrialists, however, have come up with explanations as to why people
through a tunnel and seeing a bright light at the end. Susan Blackmore,
tunnel of light is due to the fact that the eye contains many cells for visi
very few around the edge. As the brain loses consciousness, the few arou
quickly, meaning darkness around the edge and light in the middle — a
explain the feelings and sensations felt during a near-death experience o
or veligious figures) appear. So, Susan Blackmore’s arguments are not co
belief in life beyond the death of the body is unacceptable.

In conclusion, it does seem that there is a possibility of life after the dea
explanations can only explain the physical aspect” 1 a ‘erson. There is

— they have character, will-power, imacne fiov. ~ o “much more than ca

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

chemicals and brain processes. "" i S  suivives the death of the bod
Example 2 -
The ide it @+ othing begond the death of the body is the view

2 :Ineg believe that all we consist of is matter, and everyth
of oursc W such as consciousness, can be explained in materialist terms
example, are physical states. So, atheists believe that there is only one lif
we die; there is nothing beyond this life on earth.

The problem with this materialist view is that when they do explain tho
have reduced it to the physical and explained it away rather than giving
scientists require proof from their objective third-person view, then they
the occurrence of near-death experiences as evidence in favour of life be
after death. Near-death experiences are experienced all over the world,
They have common characteristics. This suggests that there is something

COPYRIGHT
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Christians believe that theve (s life after death and that the soul, and for
is resurvected when the body dies. In fact, when #h. » Ad ends, there w
the dead (explained in the Book of Revelrtic 1) ‘f‘_/. ,;ts obviously have p
because there is no proof. There > as. . aajo¥ problem with the idea of
Yoo mas died be brought back to life? Joh
an’exact rveplica that is created. This presents
2 o event from the original. How can we know that this is

well. How can a phys:cnl %
forward th
veplice

is a repXais ‘7m's suggests that if anything it is only the soul that can liv
beyond the [ife on earth.

'9
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In conclusion, it would appear that there is overwhelming evidence that
body but the body is not recreated. It is only the soul that survives and
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4. Assess whether Descartes successfully solves the problem of the relation
soul. (15)

Example 1
Descartes thinks he has proved the existence of the soul as separate from

body has different properties than the soul or mind. The mind is indivisi
the body is divisible and not essential to him. The v . . is essential to hi

Descartes is certain about — it (s the mir 4 Linking and doubting

therefore | am). The mind is i ' 7 D o seause if you chop off your foot,
o 2 sb they must be different.

mind and body are ‘f;l

O . % s
;E‘EM mot mcessaw{g the case that the mind is indivisible. Freud

and superego and the conscious and unconscious mind. The mind is also

Howes!

schizophrenia or multiple personality syndrome. Materialists might be co
mind is actually the brain and so the brain is essential to a person’s exist
person. The mind might not be essential to something who isn't consciou

dead — for example, someone in a coma or in a permanent vegetative st

In conclusion, Descartes has not been successful in proving that the mind
has not been successful in solving the problem of the mind—body relatio

Example 2
Descartes was a dualist who believed in the existence of g body separate

to this conclusion because they have different prose ;  The body is ma

immaterial. The mind/soul is immateria be avs 2 & a thmkmg thing (

our certain knowledge. The bol i n - xo other hand, is less certain beca

nthese two separate substances interact.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

o est gland in the brain, which he later called the p

There is a brg problem with Descartes’ solution. Locating a place where b
solve the problem. The pineal gland is still something material. This still

something immaterial can cause something material to move. It is as Gil
trying to operate a machine. Only physical things can push other physic
not seem to have successfully solved the problem with the relationship b

A materialist explanation might seem more plausible. This theory explai
so there is no immaterial mind that can’t be explained. Unfortunately, t COPYRIGHT
explanations for consciousness or the thing that is conscious. The thing t PROTECTED
person perspective. Materialists vely on science but <oi e [s the third-p

wg physical and it ¢

4

view. The thinking thing can't be reduced trus e

the self, mind or soul doesn't exw*
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something else.
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Examiner’s comments

1.

Examine how Descartes proves the existence of the soul. (10)

Example 1: .

10/10 — this is a detailed answer which clearly show: .+, erstanding and cr
presents the various aspects of Descartes’ ar. v A proving the existen
references and key terms used thro .,/ L

Examine how personal existence could continue after death. (10)

Example 1:

6/10 — this answer is correct and shows some development and use of sch
lot more by giving some evidence of the existence of the soul and by discus
alternative. This expansion would have shown critical analysis.

Example 2:
10/10 — this answer is thorough and shows proper understanding and anal
and accurate. There is also use of scholars and a biblical reference.

‘There is no life beyond the death of the body.” Discuss how far this is tru

Example 1: o
15/15 — this answer is clear and detai’q " 1

Assess whether Descartes successfully solves the problem of the relation
soul. (15)

Example 1:
6/15 — this answer is not focused enough on the issues relevant to the que
but, unfortunately, not always relevant.

Example 2:
15/15 — this answer does focus on the question and the issues the question
considered various points of view and analysed them well, leading to a wel
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