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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching
of Eduqgas GCSE Religious Studies Short Course, Component 2. Remember

o . . : Always check the exam board’s
Christianity ‘Beliefs and Teachings’ are covered, and questions and Y . .
website for new information,

activities are included to test students’ knowledge and ability, and to including changes to the
help them engage with the topics. specification and sample

assessment material.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate
concepts. Keywords and Bible quotes are included to help students to understand the material and to
further their grasp of the subjects. Key Concepts are covered in dedicated boxes. A brief introduction to
the course and answering exam questions is provided for students at the start, and answers and a mark
scheme are included at the end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or complement to a textbook, as a class text
or for independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific
classroom activity or homework.

This specification covers a particularly broad range, in terms of time periods covered and different
aspects of a Christian’s faith and Christianity’s impact on their lives. This should both inform students
and develop their thinking, enabling them to approach issues from different points of view.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without
oversimplification, while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout we
have tried to present all views in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their
exams. It should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they
want to teach to their class.

H Rich, April 2018

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Introduction to the course and how to ans

This course aims to cover many aspects of Christianity and to assess your un
be aware that Christianity is one of many different beliefs and traditions in G
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism. There are also many non-r
atheists/humanists. Christianity is currently the largest religion in Great Britai
culture.

The range of material covers several subject areas surrounding what Christians
Christians may take part in, and how the Church as a whole operates. There will
various aspects of Christianity to Christians; the influence of beliefs and teaching
and different points of view from within Christianity. These are reinforced with r
scripture.

This course companion is designed to equip you with the information you n
knowledge and ability to answer related questions. Not all the questions an
exam-style, but those which are should be answered in particular ways.

The exam board will ask you to give quick facts and statements, as well as
asking you to ‘explain” and ‘discuss’ beliefs, opinions and practices. When
answering all questions it is important to try to use technical terms where
possible, and to write well, using both a style that is easy to follow and
correct spelling and grammar. More or less writing will be required,
depending on the number of marks. Try to spend as little time as possible
on the shorter questions to allow yourself more time for the longer ones.

You will get a 2-mark, 5-mark, 8-mark and 15-mark question in the exam.
Six extra marks are given for spelling, punctuation and grammar on the first
of the 15-mark questions.

Hopefully, this resource
will be interesting and
informative, and
help you to achieve For the 2-mark question, you need to give two examples or fac
give the meaning of something. Make sure to make two points
good results. . . .
marks, but do not go into excessive detail.

The 5-mark question asks you to describe or explain some element
belief, teaching or practice, or the importance/significance of someth
sure to give five points/developments/examples, so that you have co
enough material. You should refer to how Christianity can influence p
should also reference sources of wisdom and authority, such as the B
the question is about Christianity in Britain).

The 8-mark question asks you to explain the importance of something (similar to o
question). Here, you must include more material to achieve more marks. As with the
must refer to how Christianity can influence people, and reference sources of wisdom
the Bible (unless the question is about Christianity in Britain). You need to make sure
concepts which you are dealing with, and do not just state them.

The 15-mark question is the longest. You will need to discuss a statement. This means g
and against the statement (so agreeing with it, and also suggesting an alternative point o
of view. Make sure you have good reasons for all the points you make and link them t
conclusion, picking the most convincing side of the argument (based on the arguments
think this is the case. You should refer to how Christianity can influence people. You ne
authority, such as the Bible or church teaching, in your answer (unless the question
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Beliefs and Teaching

A key part of any religion is its beliefs and teachings.
These are particularly important within Christianity,
especially mainstream branches, compared to many other
world religions (such as Islam, Judaism and Buddhism)
which can be seen to be more practice-focused.
Teachings can come from interpretations of the Bible, Old
Testament and New Testament; from the Church, often
expressed in Creeds; and from theologians and
philosophers who have sought to answer difficult questions about religio
different Church denominations, have different beliefs, depending on hov
on which teachings they accept.

Keywords:

+ Bible - the Christian Scriptures, made up of the Old and New Testaments

¢ creed - a statement of belief :
¢ denomination - a particular branch within a religion, e.g. Catholicism, Ang:
¢ New Testament — section of the Bible concerning the life of Jesus and his ¢
+ Old Testament — section of the Bible concerning the time before the birt

+ theologian — someone who studies religion and God

Christianity in Britain

Christianity (including all denominations) is the majority religion of Grea
Wales). It is a Church of England country, with the Queen (the head of stat:
Church buildings are a very common sight, and churches and church grou
communities. Church leaders speak on political matters and appear on the

However, the place of religion in society is changing. Far fewer people id
argue that there are so many people in Britain of non-Christian religions a:
should not be able to have too strong an influence in public life, such as

Keywords:

+ atheist — someone who does not believe in God or gods

+ census — a way of counting a population and collecting statistics about the:

¢ humanist — someone who tries to live a good life without religion

+ saints — Christians who have died, especially those recognised by the Chu
good person, living close to God and doing his work

+ secular — non-religious

Christianity in the British Population
In both 2001 and 2011 there were censuses taken of the population in Enc
these, people had the option of telling the government their religion.

Here are the results of the data on religion from the 2011 census:
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Christianity — 59.3%, No religion — 25.1%, Unknown (the question on religic
- 4.8%, Hinduism - 1.5%, Sikhism — 0.8%, Judaism — 0.5%, Buddhism - 0.4
Jainism and Paganism) — 0.4%."

Religion — 2011 Census — England and

T

A EESEEEEESEEENEENEENEN.

EEEESEEEEE RN .:.l EEEESEEEENERN

"

n ) =

R Christianity ONo Religion BUnknown [lslam BHinduism @Sikhism Q

So, in 2011, about 60% of the population was Christian, 25% was not reli
was a very small percentage of other religions (though this is still a large
some people (about 7%) did not answer, so it is worth bearing in mind th
numbers of people in all of these groups.

The main points of difference compared to the 2001 census were that m
Christian and far more people identified as non-religious. Also, numbers
religions were higher. In 2001, there had been 71.7% of the population id
14.8% claiming no religion (a drop of 12.4% and a growth of 10.3% resp

There may be a link between growing numbers of non-religious people,
Christians. It is possible that some people who had previously identified
religious. It is also likely that in the 10-year gap between the two censuse
their children/grandchildren/great-grandchildren did not all identify as C
obvious, but the same data could be interpreted as meaning that non-re
children than Christians in 10 years and that children kept the same relig
parents — however, this is less likely!) However, it is possible that actual n
decrease as drastically as the percentages suggest, but that as the popul
diluted, for example by migration of non-religious people to Britain.

Growing numbers of people of other religions could be due to people of
higher numbers of children compared to Christians and non-religious pe
people of other religions may have moved to Britain at higher rates than
have converted from no religion / Christianity to other religions.

L https.//www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/articles/religion:

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity Page 4

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S

o9

Education




An interesting point to note was that the census did not find religion eve
up about 5% of the complete population, several areas had over 20% M
percentage. The census found that many religious groups had concentrate

It is worth noting that while the census
classed non-religious people together, not all Takiné
non-religious people have the same beliefs. Find out how high levels o;
Those who do not believe in God or gods are :
known as atheists. Within atheism, many, but
not all, are humanists — they believe in
promoting ethical behaviour and the dignity
of humans, but base their philosophy on
reason, and not religion.

! While numbers of Christians in Britain are decreasing, in 2011 over hal
identified as Christian, so it is still the majority religion and has many f
! Britain is becoming more diverse, with higher numbers of other religic
the most diverse area.)

Key points: 5

UK Laws, Festivals and Traditions
Many UK laws, festivals and traditions are rooted in Christian tradition.

Many laws, such as laws against theft and murder, have a basis in the Biblé
(and Jewish) religion and values.

[ You shall not murder... You shall not steal. (Exodus 20:13

Many people respect these laws, and see them as universal — principles li
many non-Christian religions, and non-religious world views.

However, there are many UK laws which have a basis in Christian traditio
some Christians) disagree with. For example, until relatively recently (1967}
homosexual marriage has only been legal in the UK (apart from Northern I
those who supported homosexuality or homosexual marriage being illegal
including Christian, views against homosexuality. Christianity has also be
past, and inferior rights for women — though many Christians will claim the
interpretations of Christianity, and that Christianity promotes fairness. Li
euthanasia have also been influenced by Christian views that life is preciou
destroyed. :

However, many laws which are based on Christian teaching (e.g. banning b
changed, and Britain’'s laws are becoming less religious as Britons themsely

In the UK, Christian festivals are often celebrated (to some extent) by many
sometimes by people of other religions.

Christmas and Easter are the two largest Christian celebrations, and many
these whether they are Christian or not. At Christmas, people decorate th
there are special events and occasions for socialising; people give presents
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time with family and friends. Many people have an Advent Calendar — of
give chocolate eggs, and many people ‘give something up’ for Lent.

Of the eight bank holidays in the UK, four are connected to these festival
Christmas Day and Boxing Day. However, while Good Friday and Christm
observance for Christians, Easter Monday and Boxing Day are not necess
celebration — though 26™ December is also St Stephen’s Day, and Boxing
charitable giving of ‘boxes’ of gifts and/or leftovers at Christmas time.

Many festivals and traditions within British culture which are not
as obviously connected to Christianity do have a basis in or link
to it. ‘Pancake Day’, for example, is a tradition in Britain — many
people will observe the day by eating pancakes, in some form, at
some point during the day. This does not seem particularly
Christian, but it is a Christian tradition. Shrove Tuesday, as it is
otherwise known, is the day before the start of Lent (which falls
on a Tuesday in February or March) when Christians traditionally
used up foods such as eggs and butter (for example, by making
pancakes) before beginning their fast (not eating certain luxury
foods) in Lent.

Many other festivals have links to Christianity. Valentine's Day started ou
Church remembers this saint on 14" February. Mother's Day started out
Nowadays, most churches celebrate Mothering Sunday as a celebration
secular Mother’s Day). However, the original meaning of Mothering Sun
could visit their mother churches — if they had moved away they
would return to worship at the church where they grew up. Even
Guy Fawkes Day / Bonfire Night / Firework Night, which is not a
religious festival, is effectively a celebration that a Catholic did not
manage to blow up the Protestant king, celebrating the continued
Protestant monarchy! Even Halloween has Christian links — it falls on
All Hallows’ Evening — the day before All Saints’ Day. So many
festivals and traditions which do not seem Christian are actually
Christian, or Christian-influenced!

It is not only religious festivals which have influenced British tradition. Fo
on Fridays stems from the Catholic tradition to not eat meat on Fridays (
many businesses do not open on Sundays, and British shops traditionally
Sundays, reflecting that it is the Christian holy day (UK law actually place
Christianity also influences education — many schools are Christian schoo
worship during assembly and regular church services. Many people disag
influence Christianity has in schools.

Quick Questions

1. What is the meaning of census?
2. Give two religions practised in Britain other than Christianity.

3. Describe how Christianity has influenced Britain.
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The Nature of God

The Nature of God and the Problem of Evil and Suffer§

Keywords:

Book of Job — a book in the Bible about one man's suffering

creation — the account of how the world and universe were made

evil — tends to refer to moral badness and choosing to do the ‘wrong’ thi
faith — here, belief in God and trust in him

free will — the ability to choose what to do

just — fair, right and good

malevolent — nasty, willing evil on others

miracle — in Christianity, something which appears to be done by God and
moral suffering — suffering caused by a human being’s wilful action, like
natural suffering — suffering caused by events in the world, like a tsunam
omnibenevolent - all-loving and kind

omnipotent — all-powerful

prayer — communication with God

salvation - being saved, having been saved; in Christianity, Jesus brough
sin — something that separates people from God, going against God's wil
suffering — experiencing pain

L 2B JER JER JEE JEE SR R 2R R JER 2N R R SN 2N 2

The Nature of God

Omnipotent

Christians believe that God is powerful. Many believe that he is all-powe
particularly shown in his creation of the world, and the salvation of hum
powerful can, theoretically, do anything. Many Christians feel that God i
cannot imagine how much power it must have taken to create the univer
God's creation in nature. Most believe that this power is physical and sp
over the world, and can also give people inner strength and help them t
demonstrates God's power; it teaches that he sent plagues on Egypt (Exod:
people to win in battle (in several books of the Old Testament); raised Je
of the Gospels); and showed his power in many other ways. Those Christi
that they experienced God's power first-hand, and those who feel that th
will also feel that they have experienced God's power.

It is he who made the earth by his power, who established the world by
understanding stretched out the heavens. (Jeremiah 10:1

‘But Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for G
(Matthew 19:26 NRSV)

For the exam you specifically need to know about the plagues of Egypt a
people by parting the Red Sea. Exodus 7-11 tells of how God sent Mose
him to let the Jewish people go free — they were slaves in Egypt. Through
God performs signs to show the Egyptians his power — turning a staff int
into blood; sending plagues of frogs, gnats, flies; sending disease and bo
sending locusts; sending darkness (during the day); and killing all the firs
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Then, after Pharaoh lets the Jewish people go, he decides to change his m
people by parting a body of water (the Red Sea) so that the people can pa
then causes the water to rett

sight of Pharaoh and of his of;
and struck the water in the ric
river was turne

(Exodus 7:2

Then Moses stretched out his
drove the sea back by a stror:

Qmed the sea into dry land; ¢

(Exodus 14:.

Artist's impression of Moses parting the Red Sea.

Omnibenevolent

Christians believe that God is loving, or benevolent, and many believe that
omnibenevolent — that his love is without limits. God's love is referred to
Old Testament God guides and cares for the Jewish people, and helps the

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and aboun
faithfulness. (Psalm 86:15 NRSV)

God's love is emphasised further in the New Testament — Christians belie
to die for humanity — it was an act of love for God the Father to give up th
the Son, Jesus, to give up his life. Christians believe that this allowed huma
to have a chance at a full relationship with God and eternal life. They feel t
expression of love — to die for others.

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone whc
perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the we
but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (John 3:

‘No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends

Christians believe that whatever they do, God will not stop loving them.

No, in all these things we are more than Q The Christiar:

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans

k 8:37-39 NRSV) /
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The Problem of Evil and Suffering
The problem of evil and suffering is one issue which has faced Christian
posed as a question:

'If God is omnipotent, and omnibenevolent, then why does he allow ev

The Greek philosopher Epicurus may have been the first person to expre
that a God who was both omnipotent and omnibenevolent would want,
hence suffering). If he is omnipotent, then he could stop evil and sufferin
imply that someone who loves someone else does not want any harm to ¢
loving, he should not want humans to come to harm.

Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent.
Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent.

Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil?

Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God? (Attributed to Ep

Interestingly, early uses of Epicurus’ argument concluded that ‘God’ (or g
about humans — he/they had chosen not to be involved in human affairs tc
However, this is not a satisfactory explanation for Christians. They have to -
¢ Can God stop evil and suffering?
+ Does God care that humans suffer?
+ Oris there some other explanation that allows there to be an om
God, while there is evil and suffering in the world?

The problem may cause believers to doubt their faith or question the exist:
+ If God /s omnipotent and omnibenevolent, it does not make sens
suffering, or allow the innocent to suffer when the wicked often suc

¢ If God /s not omnipotent and omnibenevolent, this seems to und
based on belief in a loving God, and holds that God was powerful ¢

and defeat death. :

Some believers wonder why they should trust in a God who allows bad thi;
so they question their faith and whether they should keep believing. Som¢
he does not care about humanity then he is not worth worshipping. Some
Christianity, because its portrayal of God is (in their opinion) not accurat
Christian faith.

Some believers question whether they should believe in the existence ofGé
God would be omnipotent and omnibenevolent, but clearly /s not-so he |

Nature and Examples of Natural Suffering and Moral Suffering
Natural suffering is suffering (pain) caused by '

natural events, such as natural disasters or
disease. Examples include pain caused by
tsunamis, volcanoes, earthquakes, HIV/AIDS and
cancer.

Moral suffering is suffering (pain) caused by
something a human being chooses to do,
such as killing someone else. Some would
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say that moral suffering is a result of evil. Examples of moral suffering incl:
murder, theft, and exploitation of others.

The importance of separating these two types of suffering is important f
evil and suffering.

Solutions Offered to the Problem of Evil and Suffering and an Omnip
God
+ Most Christians would not deny that God is loving but some Christia
omnipotent Maybe there are limits to his power, for example maybe
human world to stop evil and suffering. Some believe that he choose:
that there are things which are not possible, however powerful you ar
possible for an all-powerful being to create something so heavy tha
create a being more intelligent than themselves. These are paradoxes
satisfactory solution. This could theoretically go for the world too — it:
created a planet which supported life which did not have bacteria and
and which did not have earthquakes and volcanoes which cause destr:
— Most Christians do not accept that this is the case.

+ Many Christians believe that people are able to do evil things becaus:
Some Christians argue that it is more loving to allow people to make t
humans would merely be puppets, and that would not really be livin
choice, the consequence is that some people will make bad choices
shows that people are genuinely good if they choose not to do evil
wrong, would they really be good?

— This does not automatically solve the problem of natural sufferi

Pause for thought:

You can see whether you accept the free will solution by asking yourseli

were offered the ability to plug into a miraculous machine and experience a
happy. But none of your ‘friends’ in the machine would be real and none of the
be real either. Or, you could remain in real life, with struggles and hardships, b
choices, work hard for your own goals, and trust your friends. Many people fe¢
convinced they would not want to live a ‘fake’ life. (This scenario is based on a th
Machine, created by the philosopher Robert N

¢ God is being just in allowing evil and suffering, as humans deserve pt.
are already lucky that Jesus died to bring them eternal life.

— However, the innocent do seem to suffer, sometimes more than e
seem just.

“You rebuke the insolent, accursed ones, who wander from your command
with your servant, O Lord, according to your word.” (Psalm 11

+ Another reason for evil and suffering explored in the Book of Job is t
The Book of Job is viewed by many Christians as a poetical exploratio
story, and it tells the story of a man called Job who had many good th
allows the devil to cause bad things to happen to Job to see if Job wil
Job was a good person, but he had never been tested; the real test w
person after bad things had happened to him.
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The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job? There is no
blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil.” The
‘Does Job fear God for nothing? Have you not put a fence around him and
on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions h.
stretch out your hand now, and touch all that he has, and he will curse you t
Satan, ‘Very well, all that he has is in your power; only do not stretch out
K Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. (Job 1:8-1

¢ The Book of Job also explores the idea that evil and
suffering are a test of faith. It is possible that without
obstacles in a Christian’s life they would not see any
reason to doubt God's existence. The Book of Job shows
that Job had a much better understanding of God after
his trials. They made him think and really consider his
relationship with God. Through his suffering Job never
lost faith in God, but he could have — having a
relationship with God after experiencing suffering shows
that faith is more genuine.

(Some Christians feel that they should pray to God to reduce evil and su
that prayer has resulted in God stepping in to end or reduce a particular
Prayer teaches Christians to ask God to protect them from evil, and with
not be possible — allowing evil encourages such prayer, and also concern
affects them.)

‘And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evi
(Matthew 6:13 NRSV)

+ Some Christians say that God should not be doubted, and that the pr.
beyond our understanding. The Book of Job indicates that God's reas
understanding, and that they should not question God.

— However, many people argue that there must be better ways of t
that there is much unnecessary suffering which does not help peo
their faith. Therefore, ‘not being able to understand God’ is not a s&

/ [God to Job] "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the ea
have understanding.” (Job 38:4 NRSV)

Then Job answered the Lord: ‘I know that you can do all things, and that
thwarted. “Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?” Therefore [
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. “Hear, an

you, and you declare to me.” I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,

\ therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job
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Some people are not able to accept that God is right to allow evil and
suffering; or that God is not omnipotent and for them the solutions are no
successful. They may lose faith, or never believe in God.

For others, these solutions do solve the problem of evil and suffering an
are successful — maybe there are reasons for evil/suffering, God cannot d
everything, and/or free will with evil is preferable to no freedom.

{mportant!

At the end of this section, do you understand the key concepts
omnipotent and omnibenevolent?

Quick Questions
4. State two examples of solutions to the problem of evil.

5. State two reasons God is thought to be omnipotent.

6. Explain Christian beliefs about the nature of God.
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The Oneness of God and the Trinity: Father, Son and |

The Trinity is a concept within Christianity which refers to the belief that tf
being and three persons at the same time. The three persons are God th
the Holy Spirit. However, there is unity within God - there are not three s i
rather confusing, and it has caused much controversy and debate within
believe in the Trinity, but most do.

Keywords:

Ascension — when Jesus was raised up into heaven after his resurrection
baptism — here, immersion in water to symbolise spiritual cleansing :
disciples — followers, here of Jesus, often referring to his closest twelve mal
divine — godly, above humanity :
doctrine - set teaching or belief
gospel — means ‘good news’; the four books at the start of the New Testa
idolatry — worshipping something other than God, which is forbidden in
ministry — here, Jesus’ work of teaching and healing

Pentecost — when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples after Jesus’ as
prophets — people who speak to God and/or can predict the future
resurrection — coming back to life after dying; Christians believe Jesus was:
Ten Commandments — ten important rules given to the prophet Moses by,
Transfiguration — when Jesus was transformed, and began to shine, in fror:
from heaven, and Moses and Elijah appeared

+ Trinity — the concept that God is one being, but three persons

L JER ZER JEE JEE JEE SR JEE R JER 2R R 2R 2

The Trinity as Expressed in the Nicene Creed
Because Christians in the early Church were
not sure exactly how to describe the Trinity,
there were different opinions. One priest

Importa:
The persons of God are usu
Christians may believe that

called Arius, for example, did not think that that God is not gendered,
Jesus was God. However, a bishop called gender attributed to him by,
Athanasius argued that he was. Different was male. Genesis 1:27 sa
people and groups had varying ideas. The were created in God's imag:
Emperor Constantine was fed up with the male than female. Christia
disputes and called a Church council (a God as a human-like figur

meeting of Christian figures of authority) in this, not limited by huma

325 CE to decide the matter — this was the
first Council of Nicaea (named after the place where it was held). The Nice
completed until the first Council of Constantinople in 381 CE, but by then
one substance, one being, but that he contained three different Persons
status. This was supported by teaching in the Bible which suggested that J;

[ “The Father and I are one.” (John 10:30 NRSV)

The Creed mainly contains what Christians believe about the three Persong
statements about Jesus’ life, and other Christian beliefs about the Church

2 httpy/anglicansonline, org/basics/nicene. htm/
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About God (and his nature), the Nicene Creed states that:

¢+ Godis one. S,:HGA;I%
+ God the Father made the world and everything else. and fifth
¢ Jesus is also God, and everything was created by him the mid

/ with his help, as well as by the Father. and w
¢ Jesus came to Earth as a human, born of the Holy Spirit | were ve

and his mother Mary, in order to save humanity. doctri
¢ Jesus died, rose, and ascended to heaven. Chri

+ Jesus will come at the end of time to judge humanity
(those alive and the dead).
¢ The Holy Spirit gives life and has influenced prophets.

The Emperor Charlemagne, alive in the eighth and ninth centuries, made
addition to the Nicene Creed, based on theology from St Augustine.
Previously, the Creed had claimed that the Holy Spirit ‘proceeds from the
Father’, but this was changed to ‘the Father and the Son’. The Orthodox
Church disagreed with this alteration, because they saw no reason for it,
this is one of the reasons for their split from the Catholic Church.

Some Christians think different Persons of the Trinity have different
importance, e.g. that the Father is more important than the Spirit. Other
no reason for this belief and view them all equally.

The Creed says different things about the different Persons of the Trinity,
teaches that they are one God. The Creed shows that the Trinity has bee
important aspect of Christian belief for a long time. Significance of the T
and the way the Trinity is expressed in the Nicene Creed includes:
+ Christians believe that God wanted to save them, and that his plan
been in place for a long time (indicated by the belief that Jesus ha
existed since creation and that the Holy Spirit has spoken through

Jesus).

+ Christians see the different Persons of God in different ways — the

The Oneness of God
As stated above, Christians believe in one God, not three gods. So God's
is significant for a number of reasons:

¢ The God of the Jewish people in the Old Testament is one God.
worshipping the same God, not a different God.

[ ‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.” (Deuter

¢ Christians are expected to worship only one God, and worship of
considered idolatry (worshipping a false god) and this is forbidd
Ten Commandments.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anythi
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
them or worship them...” (Exodus 20:4-5 NR

¢ If Jesus (God the Son) is the same being as God the Father, then a
and should be followed.
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Each of the Persons [ndividually

There is biblical support for different persons of God

the Trinity.

¢ Genesis, the first book of the Bible, refers to both
‘God’ and 'the spirit of God’ (Genesis 1:1-2 NRSV).
(Some versions use the phrase ‘a wind from God’,
but this ‘wind’ is thought to be the Holy Spirit
(NRSV).)

Son

¢+ In the New Testament Jesus addresses the creator
God, who was worshipped by the Jews, as ‘Father’ (e.g. Matthew 5:1

¢ Jesus was referred to in the Gospels as the ‘Son of God' (e.g. Mark 1
and when early Christians worshipped him as God they distinguishe
this way.

+ At Pentecost, the early disciples received the Holy Spirit, sent by Je
descended on them like flames (Acts 2). The Holy Spirit is thought t

The Father
As shown in the Nicene Creed, God the Father is believed to be the crea
sent Jesus (the Son) to save humanity. He is significant because he decid
to save it — without him Christians believe they would not be here, and w
The Father is seen as powerful, and the God who was in contact with the
Testament.

‘In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the eart
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God (Or: while the
face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:1-2 NRSV)

The Son
As shown in the Nicene Creed, Jesus is believed to be the Son of God (an
believed to have existed before creation, and to have come to Earthto s
for Christians, because they believe that it is through him that they have
relationship with God, and go to heaven after death.

References to Jesus as the Son of God:
¢ At Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan, he received the Holy Spirit fro
was heard saying,

[ “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” (Ma

+ At the Transfiguration, Jesus was changed, and ‘his face shone like
dazzling white’; again God was heard saying,

{ “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!

¢ Others also referred to him as the Son of God in the New Testament

‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.

‘God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, |
Corinthians 1:9 NRSV)
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The Spirit

The Holy Spirit is often seen to be the Person of God who
communicates with people in the everyday — he has spoken
through prophets, and, as promised by Jesus, was sent to the
disciples after Jesus’ death (this event is known and celebrated as
Pentecost) so that God would be present with humanity. Some
Christians say that he lives in their hearts. He is significant to
Christians as he is the Person of God who they can

continually experience.

‘Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on e
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
(Acts 2:3-4 NRSV)

All the Persons Individually - Together

One good example in the Bible where all the different Persons of God ar
(see Matthew 3:13-17). Jesus begins his ministry by being baptised, and
approval of Jesus as the Holy Spirit descends to be with Jesus.

‘And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, sudd
to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”” (.

=

Jesus as the Way to God
Jesus taught that he was the way to God in John 14:6-11. Many Christian
God through Jesus, because he is God. Many also believe that it is easier
because of the Person of Jesus — they can relate to God's human form, a

Jesus said to him, ‘l am the way, and the truth, and the life... If you know m
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”... “VWhoever has se
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The wo
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe m

the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of th
\_ (John 14:6-7, 9-11 NRSV)

Some Christians also believe that Christianity is the only way to have a re
Christians may be the only ones who can go to heaven — because Jesus t
to the Father. However, others feel that Jesus was teaching that the only
‘Father’ was through him, but that people may also know God in other w

[ ‘... No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 1
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Influence Today
¢ Most Christians believe in the Trinity.

+ Some Churches use creeds, such as the Nicene Creed, which expres
their beliefs about the Trinity, in worship.

+ Christians celebrate Trinity Sunday, the birth of Jesus at Christmas, h
death and resurrection at Easter, and the coming of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost.

+ Christians pray to Jesus as well as God the Father, and may pray to
God the Father ‘in Jesus’ name'.

+ Blessings can be, and baptisms are, given ‘in the name of the Fathe
the Son and the Holy Spirit'.

+ Christians may feel that they experience the Holy Spirit acting in the
Christians put particular importance on the role of the Spirit.

important!

At the end of this section, do you understand the key concept of Trinity?

Quick Questions
7. What is meant by the Trinity in Christianity?

8. Give two Christian beliefs about the Trinity.

9. Explain Christian teaching about the Trinity.
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Creation

Different Christian Beliefs about Creation

Christianity, like many religions and world views, has a creation story to
world; the creation of the universe and humanity. Christians believe that G
entrusted it to humans. There are several different interpretations of the
believes the same thing about it.

Keywords:

+ dominion - control over something

¢ the Fall - the doctrine that humans lost God’s grace when they disobeyed |
+ fundamentalist — in Christianity, someone who holds that certain beliefs
Bible is true, including literal belief in events such as Jesus’ miracles
grace — what God grants to humans, which saves them

literal — something exact and factual (non-literal is the opposite of this, nc
metaphorical - something which is symbolic

original sin — sin all humans inherit because of the Fall

personal sin - sins committed by an individual

reason — a rational capacity for understanding and making decisions
saviour — someone who saves; Jesus came to save Christians from sin
Spirit — the third person of the Christian Trinity: God

stewardship — the responsibility given to humans by God to look after an
managing resources in a responsible way

symbolic — something which represents something else
¢ Word of God - Jesus; through which God’s power is expressed, and his tea

® 6 6 6 6 6 6 0 o

*

Synopsis of Biblical Accounts of Creation, Including the Role of the \
The first book of the Bible, Genesis, gives two different
accounts of creation.

Genesis 1 and the start of Genesis 2:
Before the creation of the world, there was nothing. But |
God's Spirit moved, and God spoke, and things began to come into being
was present at creation and played an important part. Over a period of
water and the sky; land and plants; the sun, moon and stars; fish and bird
God's image. God gives the world to humans to look after, is pleased wi
seventh day.

“In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the eartht
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God (Or: while the s
face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:1-2 NRSV)

“Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.” (Gen

Genesis 2:
This differs to Genesis 1. There is more detail, and some things even hap
created before animals in this account. Furthermore, the creation of wom:
she is created after the animals, out of one of man’s ribs. Man is commane
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Genesis 3:
The serpent tempts the woman to eat the forbidden fruit. She protests tha
to eat, and shares it with the man. They lose some sense of innocence, wh
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that they are naked and hiding from God. God discovers that they have ec
casts them out of the Garden of Eden.

Note: Christianity shares the creation account given in Genesis with Juda.
everything in the same way as Christians.

John 1: 1-18: (Note: The 'Word' here refers to God the Son, including b
God's Word is with God at creation, and God creates through him. It the
unrecognised, but grants humans God'’s grace. This passage supports C
was embodied in the person of Jesus — that God the Son pre-existed Jes
was God. It claims that the Word, Jesus, was present at creation, so exist
important in creation at different levels — he helped to create the physica
new beginning for humans who want a relationship with God. Jesus is d
because he brought God's teaching (his word) to Earth — this is significan
came from God, then it should be followed.

-~

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Wo
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light o

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.... And the Word beca
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full
\_ (John 1:1-3, 14 NRSV)

The accounts mention God (the Father), Jesus and the Holy Spirit,
emphasising the concept of the Trinity in the Bible.

For the exam you specifically need to know about John 1:1-5 (see the
first part of the quote above). So the main points are:
+ The Word of God is God.
¢ The Word was present before creation.
+ The Word played a part in creation.
¢ The Word brings life (humans were created, Jesus brings
spiritual life, and eternal life for believers).
¢+ The Word is more powerful than evil (light overcoming
darkness).

John 1:1-18 is often seen to be a New Testament creation narrative, whic
have been written to reinforce Jesus’ ultimate importance, and to update
Christian belief in the Trinity. Some Christians do not hold it to be an ori
added at a later date.

Nature and Role of Human Beings
Christians believe that humans are special because they are created in th
their nature. There are different interpretations of this, including that ma
life is sacred and should not be destroyed because it would be wrong to
Christians also feel that humans being the image of God means that hum
love, which God possesses.

‘So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created the
them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S

o9

Education




Human beings are also, by nature, mortal.

‘... until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are d
return.” (Genesis 3:19 NRSV)

Humans also appear to be free —in Genesis 3 man and woman rebel aga
that they have free will. Some believe that using this free will to disobey
become fallen — this will be explained further in the next section.

The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor sh
die.”... when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it w
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate;
husband, who was with her, and he ate. (Genesis 3:2-3,

Creation is important for many Christians because they believe that God
rule it, or have dominion over it.

‘God blessed them, and God said to them, “... subdue [the Earth]; and have
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon

have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the eart
its fruit; you shall have them for food.”” (Genesis 1:28-2

Some Christians believe this means that the world is theirs, to exploit for
whatever they want, and control animals.

However, many Christians believe that dominion also comes with greatr
God has made them stewards of his creation; people who manage it an
creation reminds them that the world is God's and they should care for it

“Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of
(1 Corinthians 4:1 NRSV)

In Genesis 1:28, God also commands humanity to reproduce. Many Chris
Christians, Anglicans, and other Protestant denominations such as Metho
important, but do not believe that all couples need to have children, let a
as more of a command to the human race in general, or as a gift — God i
Earth. However, the Catholic Church places great emphasis on this verse.
couples should try to have children (if they are physically able to conceiv
be open to the possibility of new life, so that people are not stopping th
God wants this for them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply,
(Genesis 1:28 NRSV)

Different Interpretations of Biblical Accounts

Different Christians interpret the creation story in different ways. These
grouped by denomination, e.g. different Catholics may have different vi
may have different views.

+ Some believe that it is literally true; that God did create the worl
one rest day), and that there were two original people called Ada
believe the Bible literally are often called fundamentalists (the te
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to describe Christians who believe that certain beliefs, e.g. that th
or necessary, for Christianity).

+ Some believe that the creation story is metaphorical; that God ma:
Bang, and for starting the process of evolution, and that the Bible |*
accurate. Note: this does ot mean that they see the Bible as untru
symbolic truth. This is a non-literal interpretation.

A literal interpretation may make it hard for Christians to trust scientific f
Christians feel special, as humans are, on this interpretation, uniquely creat
image, not evolved from a common ancestor with monkeys. Believing a lit
also place emphasis on God's power — if he was able to create everything i
interpretations are more of a modern phenomenon (developing within the
becoming popular around 100 years ago), rather than an older view displa

A more metaphorical (non-literal) interpretation will not conflict with Chr
interpretations of the world, and may help in reconciling their religious a
believe that God created everything, but through scientific methods.

One interpretation of creation leads to the doctrine of the Fall; largely
associated with St. Augustine. This expresses that it was through
humans taking and eating the forbidden fruit that they fell from God's
grace (see Genesis 3). Humans cannot redeem themselves from this,
and need saving.

The doctrine of the Fall has varied impact. Augustine felt that
fallenness and sin from the disobedience of Adam and Eve were passed
on through sex — this is called original sin. If Christians subscribe to
this idea they may view sex negatively, and women may be seen as
inferior to men because Eve tempted Adam. Some Christians feel a
greater need for a saviour, Jesus, because they are so lost.

Christians who do not agree with St. Augustine are less likely to see sex
or women negatively. For example, many see women as equal to men
because Genesis 1:27 says that both men and women were
created in the image of God. While such Christians feel they
need God to save them, they may be more positive about the
human condition — St. Thomas Aquinas thought humans still
had their reason as a moral compass. Some Christians only
believe in personal sin; disobedience committed individually, so
do not feel the added weight of original sin. Some Christians
view the creation story positively; if humans were once so close  L——
to God, it may be possible to draw closer to him again if Christians try to fol
sin.

The doctrine of the Fall is emphasised in the Catholic Church and older bre
as Calvinism and Lutheranism, and is less accepted in many modern Protes

Quick Questions

10. What is the meaning of stewardship?
11. What is the meaning of dominion?

12. Explain what Christians believe about creation.
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Jesus Christ

Beliefs and Teachings about Jesus’ Incarnation

Most Christians have come to believe that Jesus is God, and so during his
incarnate; or God in the flesh.

Keywords:

+ Incarnation - in Christianity, the belief that Jesus was God in the flesh

+ Jewish law — what the Jews followed in order to please God. Many Christ
by dying and rising, so that Christians do not have to follow it anymore

Nature of the Person of Jesus as the Incarnate Son of God
The exact nature of Jesus as both God and human has been debated
within Christianity.
+ Some early Christians claimed that Jesus was completely God
and merely appeared to be human.

+ Some Christians have claimed that Jesus was a divine being, but
not on the same level as God.

+ Some Christians have believed, and still believe today, that Jesus
was fully human, but had a special relationship with God. All
humans can be referred to as God's children, so ‘Son of God’ does
not necessarily indicate divine status, but rather that Jesus was a
special human chosen by God with a special relationship with him.

¢ Mainstream Christianity teaches that Jesus was fully human and
fully God — the incarnate Son of God. Most Christians feel that
Jesus’ human nature and divine nature were both present all of, or m
suffered, he felt pain as any other human, but he had the power of G
as a human, Jesus was not completely aware of God’s plan all of the
considered to be one member of the Trinity, as much God as God t

Importance of the Person of Jesus as the [ncarnation and of the In
Jesus being the Incarnation is important to Christians for a number of re

+ This shows God cared about Christians enough to become a human
God.

+ This shows that Jesus had God's authority and taught his will, and
believe and practice for certain.

+ This shows that God has power — to become human, raise the de
establishes that God has the power to grant life after death, mean
forward to the afterlife.

+ It helps Christians to have a personal relationship with God, beca
have a relationship with them. Some Christians feel that by follow
teaching they can come closer to God, and having an incarnated
him.

+ Belief in the Incarnation has led many Christians to see Jesus as a
meaning that they no longer need to follow this for their sins to
frees them from condemnation. (Jesus, as God incarnate, has the
law from God.)

+ Belief in Jesus being God incarnate (or the only incarnation of Go
Islam views Jesus as a prophet, and some Hindus believe that Jes
(or of one particular god) among many. Therefore, belief in the I
from people of other religions and is one of their core beliefs.
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Biblical Basis for the Teaching of the [ncarnation and Jesus as the S:

The word ‘incarnation’ originates in Latin; as such, it does not occur in t
written in Greek). The belief in the Incarnation is not universally held, an
of the Gospel writers and other writers of the New Testament did not b
However, the New Testament can still be used to provide evidence for th

References to Jesus as God Incarnate:
¢ John 1:1-18 claims that Jesus has existed as God since before creati
incarnation of God. (Verse 14 is particularly important, and is under

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his ¢lory, the ¢

full of grace and truth.... Jesus Christ...” (John 1:1, 14,

+ 1 Timothy 3:16 claims that God was revealed as a human [as Jesus].

‘Without any doubt, the mystery of our religion is great: He (Or: G
vindicated in spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among Gentiles, believ
taken up in glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16 NRSV)

Luke 1:26-38 foretells the birth of Jesus. Many Christians believe that the
Mary, Jesus’ human mother, being impregnated by the Holy Spirit —so J
parents.

The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour w
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He wi
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no e
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will o
\ child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” (Luke 1

References to Jesus’ God-like Qualities / Divine Nature:

+ Jesus healed many people, including the Centurion’s servant, a le
haemorrhages, a blind man, and he raised Lazarus from the dead
9and 11).

+ Jesus performed other miracles, such as making five loaves and t
on water, and calming a storm (Matthew 14, Mark 4).

¢ Jesus claimed the authority to forgive sins and cast out demons,
which he backed up with his healing abilities (Mark 2 and 5, Matt

+ Even though he was killed, he was resurrected, confirming his po
Mark 14-16, Luke 22-24, John 18-21).

References to Jesus’ Humanity:
The Bible also references Jesus' human nature — he is reported to:
have eaten (e.g. Mark 3);

have felt tired (e.g. John 4) and slept (e.g. Mark 4);
have cried when his friend died (John 11:35);

have suffered leading up to his death (e.g. Luke 23);
and

+ hedied a painful death on the cross (e.g. Matthew 27).

* & & o
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Christians do not believe that Jesus being the incarnation of God made
Christians also use Jesus’ humanity to explain times in the Gospels where
knowledge — if he were only God and not human, then this might not ma

At the end of this section, do you understand the key concept of incarnation?

Quick Questions
13. What do Christians mean by incarnation?

14. State two human characteristics of Jesus.

15. Explain why the incarnation is important to Christians.
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Beliefs and Teachings about the Crucifixion, Salvatior:

The belief that Jesus died and was raised from the dead is of central imp
events surrounding Jesus' death are often referred to as his ‘Passion’, be
from the Greek word for suffering. Jesus’ Passion is remembered especi
but it is crucial to the whole religion.

Keywords:

+ atonement — making up for something; in Christianity, Jesus achieving sa

paying a price

covenant — a promise between people and God, usually involving promises

Crucifixion — when Jesus was put to death on a cross

Eucharist — sacrament which involves sharing bread and wine in rememb

Last Supper — Jesus' final celebration of the Jewish Passover with his discipl

Lent — the period of preparation before Easter. Christians remember Jesu

sacrifice Jesus made by dying

Passion — referring to the events surrounding the suffering and death of

+ Passover — an important Jewish festival celebrating God's deliverance of
first-born, and slavery in Egypt

+ predestination - the idea that God has chosen who will be saved in advan:

+ sacrament — a particularly important worship practice which has even hig
such as the Catholic and Orthodox Churches

+ Temple - the Jewish holy building in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus, whic

* & & & o

*

Synopsis of Biblical Accounts of the Crucifixion
The Gospel accounts do not a//agree on a// the details of Jesus’ Passion an¢
resurrection — some events occur in some Gospels and not others. (The G
are the four books in the New Testament which deal with the life of Jesus.)

Before the Crucifixion:
Jesus eats a last meal (the Last Supper) with his disciples, where he share:
bread and wine, telling them that these are his body and blood given for t
and that they should share bread and wine in remembrance of him. After t
Jesus is betrayed by his disciple Judas. Jesus is tried in front of the Jewish
authorities; the Roman Governor Pontius Pilate; and in Luke's account by K
Herod. The Jewish authorities convince Pilate to kill Jesus.

Lo

Crucifixion: (Matthew 27:28-50 which is needed for the exam, unles
otherwise specified)

Jesus is beaten and mocked by soldiers before being led to be crucified. The
head, and mock him as the King of the Jews. In Matthew’s, Mark’s and Luke’
traveller called Simon of Cyrene carry Jesus’ cross to the Crucifixion; in Jo
Jesus is offered some type of wine, but refuses it.

Jesus is crucified between two other criminals, and the soldiers gamble for Je
the cross detailing his crime states that he is the King of the Jews. Jesus is m:;
himself by the Jewish authorities, and also by the criminals/passers-by. In Lu
criminals either side of him on other crosses — when one of them asks Jesus t
him that he will be with him, that day, in heaven.

And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves b
down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge aga
Jesus, the King of the Jews.” (Matthew 27:35-37 N
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Different accounts convey different words of Jesus from the cross. For ex
accounts Jesus quotes Psalm 22, asking why God has forsaken him, and i
commends his spirit to God before dying.

The sky goes dark from about midday until 3 o’clock in the afternoon, w
drink. Jesus cries out and dies.

{ Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. (Ma

(After Matthew 27:50) When Jesus dies, the curtain in the Temple is
ripped in two. In some accounts, the Roman centurion, upon witnessing
Jesus’ death, states that he must have been God's son (Matthew and
Mark), or that he must have been innocent (Luke).

Jesus’ death is witnessed by some of the women who followed him. In John
Gospel soldiers pierce Jesus' side with a spear to check that he is dead.

Jesus’ body is given to one of his followers, Joseph of Arimathea, to bury
left on the crosses, as it was the day of preparation for the Passover.

Significance of the Crucifixion and Relevance Today

Christians believe that the purpose of Jesus’ life was so that he could tea
sacrifice to save humans from their sin. Christians believe that Jesus’ life
covenant, a promise between God and humankind. Jesus replaced the o
so that Christians no longer needed to follow this, but could instead be s

Different aspects of Jesus’ crucifixion also have particular significance for
person of Jesus and for their life and worship.

Aspect of Jesus’

cgr s Significance
crucifixion

For Christians, Jesus became the Passover lamb. Th
Passover to remember when they had marked their
they were saved from the plague of death in Egypt,
from the Egyptians. Now, for Christians, Jesus was t
Many Christian denominations remember Jesus' s
through the sacrament of the Eucharist; sharing b
them of Jesus giving his life to save them from thei
Christians because of his sacrifice.

Many Christians believe that various aspects of Jes
correspond to Old Testament prophecy. Some b
servant’ mentioned in Isaiah 53. Some believe that
clothing and Jesus being mocked correspond with
(among other things). If Jesus fulfilled prophecy, th
redeem humankind had been part of God's plan fo
not believe these prophecies were fulfilled, and do
prophecies in the first place.)

Jesus died at the
time of the
Passover festival

Jesus’ death,
predicted at the
Last Supper

Fulfilment of Old
Testament
prophecy
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Aspect of Jesus’

cgr s Significance
crucifixion

The Temple curtain separated the Holy of Holies (the part of the Temple where
God was supposed to dwell) from the rest of the Temple. The tearing of the
curtain was seen to symbolise that Jesus’ death had removed the barrier between
people and God. Christians today believe that anyone can come to God and have
a relationship with him through Jesus. Christians believe that this applies to
gentiles (non-Jews) as well as Jews — that Jesus' death removed the barrier
between God and all of humanity.

ement

he view within Christianity that Christians have been saved by Jesus, through his
ion, from sin and its consequences (death). This means Christians do not have to
iment, and can have a new start, having faith that God loves and cares for them.

at doing wrong (sin) separates them from God, and condemns them to punishment
1sus died instead — he paid the price which they should have paid, and now they can
vith God, a clean slate. Also, when they die, this will be temporary, and they will live
an. So salvation is important because it offers Christians these remarkable
incels their debt of sin — God forgives them.

es of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23 NRSV)

Different ideas about salvation:
1at there is salvation because Jesus died and rose again. However, there are different ideas
about who can receive salvation, and how.

ne Christians, such as St Augustine, hold is that salvation is granted by God through grace

predestined who to save; chosen them at the beginning of time. Because humans have

10 right to salvation, and God has not chosen to save everyone. This can seem harsh, but it

do not have to worry about being perfect, because God does not save because of what the
individual has done.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

by some Christians is that humans have free will to choose to come to God or not, and to
has done for them, and that salvation is down to the individual choosing to accept God’s

1 Jesus’ teachings / do good works. This seems positive because no one is automatically
‘rom salvation, but it puts pressure on Christians to believe and/or live good lives.

How to remember this?

Some people liken the first view of salvation,
through predestination (being chosen by God),
to a cat. Cats pick their young up by the neck to

carry them.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Some people liken the second view of salvation,
where the human must reach out to God, to a
monkey. Baby monkeys must grab onto their

mothers to be carried.

19
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The Role of Jesus in Salvation:
Jesus' role in salvation is that he brought humans salvation — without him
chance at a relationship with God. In John 3:10-21, Jesus explains to am
has come from heaven, so that those who believe in him can have eterna
that those who believe will be saved, but those who do not believe will n

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone whc
perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NRS

Jesus explained (symbolically) to his disciples at the Last Supper that h
(promise) between God and humans which saved humanity from sin.

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he brok:
and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving t
saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which
the forgiveness of sins...” (Matthew 26:26-28 NRS\

Christians, from the beginning of Christianity, have taught that salvation ce
Jesus’ disciple Peter proclaimed this in Acts 4:8-12 — that everyone must b:

“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven gi
we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12 NRSV)

Some people wonder why Jesus had to die to end this separation betweer
could click his fingers and make everything ok if he wanted to? One Chris;
both just and merciful. Wrong had been done, so a just God Aas to punist
However, he is merciful and wants to forgive. The solution: he accepts th
he can forgive humanity. This is like paying a debt for a friend — the debt |
it instead of them.

{important!

At the end of this section, do you understand the key concept of salvation?

Atonement: :
Atonement refers to Aow Jesus achieved salvation, and how he redeemeéE
for (or atoned for) their sins, so saved them from the consequences.

Atonement is a significant concept because it explains how it was possib
for God to pay humans’ debt himself and heal the rift between God and
atoning for humans’ sins, he could not have brought them salvation.

Different ideas about atonement:

There are different ideas about how Jesus managed to atone for sin and save h
could pay the price to redeem humans because he was human, but he was
because he was divine. Some think Jesus achieved atonement through sa
necessary for sin — death (this view is used throughout because it is a popul
sacrifice defeated the devil, so that he could no longer control sinners. Some t
not fully explainable.
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[Jesus, speaking about himself:] ‘For the Son of Man came not to be served
life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45 NRSV)

Some Christians believe that not only did Jesus pay the price for humanit
took on the sin, as a burden — humans’ sins were transferred to Jesus, an
and resurrection. This also provides one explanation for why God the Fat
before his death — he could not be in union with Jesus when Jesus carrie
from God, God must be free from all sin).

And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabacht
God, why have you forsaken me?’ (Matthew 27:46 NRSV - a quo

This has some biblical basis — in the Old Testament a priest could transf
to an animal, and then free the animal outside the area where the Jews w
were no longer bound by their sin. (The transferral of sins could be inter

When he has finished atoning for the holy place and the tent of meeting and
live goat. Then Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat,
iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins, p
goat, and sending it away into the wilderness by means of someone designat
bear on itself all their iniquities to a barren region; and the goat shall be

\ (Leviticus 16:20-22 NRSV)

Then in the book of the prophet Isaiah, Christians often interpret Isaiah’s
will do something similar — he will bear the people’s burden (though the
him badly, killing him - see Isaiah 53:3-9).

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we account

by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed

was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed...
the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:4-6 NRSV)

The link between salvation and atonement: Salvation is what Christian
he saved humanity. Atonement refers to how Christians believe he did it

{mportant!
At the end of this section, do you understand the key concept of atonement?

Quick Questions
16. What is the passion of Jesus?

17. What is the meaning of salvation for Christians?

18. What do Christians mean by atonement?
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Beliefs and Teachings about the Resurrection and A

Keywords:
+ Great Commission — when the risen Jesus told his disciples to go and pr
+ Sabbath - the Jewish holy day

Synopsis of Biblical Accounts of the Resurrection and Ascension
Resurrection:

Jesus died on the Friday, and the Sabbath (Saturday) the next day was k
Consequently, the women who followed Jesus could not go to prepare h
morning. The resurrection story varies greatly between the different Go
four versions (in the order they appear in the Bible).

+ In Matthew's Gospel, an angel appears to the women and tells them
then Jesus appears to his disciples when the women have told them

+ In Mark's Gospel, a man (often presumed to be an angel, especially
white robe, which could symbolise holiness) is

sitting in the open tomb and tells the women that Mary Magda:
Jesus has been raised. In the longer ending of this Jesus, and p
Gospel, Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene and then disciples, be
to his disciples. of the Gospe
was cured
¢ In Luke’s Gospel, the women find an open and empty explains he
tomb. Two men (often presumed to be angels — they referred to as
wear ‘'dazzling clothes’ (NRSV) which make them bi

seem other-worldly) appear to the women and tell
them that Jesus has risen. The women are scared and tell the disciple

The disciples do not want to believe them, though Peter goes to inv
appears to two of his followers on a journey, though they do not rea
down to eat. He also appears to Simon Peter and his other disciples
and teaching them. He tells them to wait in Jerusalem [for the Holy
good news about him.

‘While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling cl
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men sa
for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.”” (.

¢ InJohn's Gospel, Mary Magdalene finds the empty tomb
and alerts some of the disciples, she sees two angels
sitting in the tomb, and then she sees Jesus. Then Jesus
appears to the disciples without the disciple Thomas, and
then again when Thomas is present. Thomas is often
called ‘doubting Thomas' because he would not believe
that Jesus had risen until he saw for himself. Jesus also
appears to his disciples again when they are fishing.

Christ's
the Re
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Jesus’ resurrection is also reported in the New Testament letters, such as
implies that many Christians believed that they had seen the risen Jesus, at
them:

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: thai
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was m
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the tt
more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time... (1 Corinthi

Ascension:

The ascension is not specifically mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel or
John's Gospel. Matthew’s Gospel ends with Jesus telling his disciples to
go out and teach about him and make more disciples, as well as
implying that he is leaving them physically. This is known as the Great
Commission, and is dealt with more in the section on 7he Place of
Mission, Evangelism and Church Growth. The Great Commission is also
given in Mark's Gospel. John’s Gospel ends with a conversation between
Jesus and Peter and a testimony from the Gospel writer.

In Luke's Gospel, Jesus blesses his disciples and ascends to heaven, and ths
53). Mark’s Gospel mentions that Jesus was taken up into heaven and se

[ While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into k

Significance of the Resurrection and Ascension and Relevance Todas}*
Different aspects of Jesus' resurrection and ascension also have particula:
understanding the person of Jesus and for their life and worship.

Aspect of Jesus’
resurrection and Significance
ascension

When Jesus had spoken about destroying the Temp:
this in his trial in front of the Jewish Council in som

Destroying the assumed he meant the Temple in Jerusalem where tt
Temple and death it was interpreted that he meant himself; tha
rebuilding in Especially when the Jewish Temple was destroyed,
three days death, Christians saw Jesus as replacing the physica

worship God through Jesus, not through animal sacr
final sacrifice.
Christians believe that Jesus overcame sin and death
salvation. The religion of Christianity has continued :
resurrection, and which Christians celebrate at Easte

Jesus rising from

the dead Jesus’ resurrection shows that God can, and will, resu
after death.

Jesus’ These show Jesus’ divinity and remind Christians o

resurrection and | could overcome death and rise to heaven. As Jesus a

ascension believed to be alive — able to help and watch over ‘
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Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been rai
been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your fait

(1 Corinthians 15:12-14 NRSV)

Catholics tend to emphasise the importance
Ef the c.ru’af!xmn when Jesus (;led for What do you think we

umamtys sin. Protestar\ts tend to Jesus' disciples did rotb
emphasise the resurrection when Jesus the dead? Would C
overcame death.

Pause for

{mportant!
At the end of this section, do you understand the key concept of resurrection

Quick Questions
19. What does the resurrection of Jesus refer to?

20. What is the meaning of ascension?

Now Try This...
21. Explain why the resurrection is important for Christians.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g
g

Education

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity



Salvation
Beliefs and Teachings about Law, Sin, Grace and the

Keywords:

+ Evangelical - a type of Protestant, often concerned with being spiritually

¢ inspiration — an indirect communication from God to humans that they

+ ordained — someone who is a member of the clergy, such as a priest or a
has authority to perform services and administer sacraments (one becomes
ceremony)

+ revelation — experiencing God in a way in which he is seen or heard, or k

Law

Before Jesus, Jews aimed to achieve salvation through following
God's law (the Jewish law), but many Christians believe that this was
not a permanent solution, and Jesus' sacrifice replaced this (most
Jews still follow the Jewish law). Instead of following a written law,
they should instead follow the spiritual law of love, perfectly
expressed in Jesus.

“This is the covenant that [ will make with the house of Israel after those day
laws in their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God,
(Hebrews 8:10 NRSV)

Because of Jesus, Christians today can feel free from sin, and also free fror:
This is not to say that they can do anything they want, but that they do n
to purify themselves, and that if they do something
wrong and repent, they believe God will forgive them. St Paul was ¢
This means Christians do not have to fear death, or '
punishment, and can have a new start, having faith that
God loves and cares for them.

However, while Christians do not follow all of the rules in
the Old Testament, they still believe that they should
follow the principles of God's law — just because Jesus
died for humanity's sins does not mean that Christians
can do anything they like. However, St Paul makes it clear
that Christians cannot be saved by following the law, only by following Jes:

... yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but th
(Galatians 2:16 NRSV)

Word of God: Differing Ways of Interpreting Biblical Writings — Insp
While Christians do not necessarily follow all the rules in the Bible, the bi
the Bible contains books from the Jewish scriptures (these became the C
Christians still feel that these are important — the whole Bible is seen as the
Christians view the New Testament as more important than the Old Testar:
uniquely Christian revelation of Jesus, and details the salvation of human
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Different Christians have different views on the authority of the Bible —s
everything it tells them and follow it completely, and others take a less st
correlate with how they interpret it, and who they think it was written by.

As with the account of creation, some Christians believe that the entire
and some believe that parts are metaphorical/symbolic. Those who fee
word of God will be more likely to see it as authoritative, as they will feel
directly and exactly from God, and so cannot be wrong — some believe t
revealed to the authors of the Bible by God. Christians who believe that
literally true are called fundamentalists. They will feel that it has full aut
Christians.

Those that feel that parts of the Bible are symbolic will not necessarily se
things — for example, some will not feel that it is an authority on exactly
they believe in the Big Bang and evolution.

Some Christians believe that the Bible was inspired by God; that God co
wrote and edited it, but not every word was given directly by God. Peop
to feel that the Bible teaches spiritual truths, and that all of it is literally o

This is supported by 2 Timothy 3:16 (part of the New Testament) which t
inspired by God. Therefore, it is very important for guidance and teachin
disagree may not believe that 2 Timothy 3:16 was inspired by God.

“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for c
righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16 NRSV)

The Catholic Church also teaches that all scripture is inspired by God. It
by the Holy Spirit, and so is what God wanted written. It is written, howe
humans must work to understand the meaning of what is written in the
can be interpreted in many different ways.

Some Christians believe that the Bible was written by humans about God
influenced by God, but that much is human opinion and belief. They are
historical details are accurate, so may not take the Bible to be an authori
Bible's key teachings, and many believe that there is some accuracy to bi
certain books of the Bible, such as the Gospels, have more authority, and
written by one Christian to another, do not have authority for Christians
guidance and teaching, but may not follow it to the letter, and some will
important and what they mean.

There are direct implications of these understandings for Christians toda
the literal word of God, or are more likely to disagree with scientific or hi
contradict the Bible, are more likely to take a hard line on specific Biblica
may be firmly against homosexuality because of verses such as Leviticus
ordination of women because of verses such as 1 Corinthians 14:34.

There are also implications for how coherent Christians’ beliefs seem,
based on how they understand the Bible. An understanding that the
Bible is not all completely factually accurate (not literal), or that not all
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teachings need to be followed, can be problematic if Christians are seen tc
to believe. This may indicate that they do not have strong foundations f
that something should be believed or practised because it is in the Bible
did not accept.

However, it could also be seen to be easier to defend a non-literal under:
scientific accounts appear to contradict the Bible, or where different part
contradict each other (e.g. there are teachings that men and women are
which seem to contradict teachings that women should not speak in chu
matter to God then Christians should not discriminate due to gender).

The Bible in Relation to Other Sources of Authority

Different Christians attribute different amounts of authority to the Bible i
authority. Generally speaking, the most authority is attributed by traditio
Protestantism began as a movement which was trying to reform the Cath
disagreed with many things which the Catholic Church was doing, includ
given the ultimate authority — more authority than the Bible. Early Protes
should be returned to the Bible, as the word of God — the Bible should b
language which people spoke (it had previously been in Latin), and peop
themselves and use it to help them to live Christian lives.

Catholics do regard the Bible as containing authority, but the priesthood
and ultimately the Pope have the ultimate authority — the Pope is seen a
God's representative on Earth. The Catholic Church emphasises the
authority of the Church (the leadership of priests and Pope), not because
does not think that the Bible has authority, but because it feels that the
Church knows how to interpret the Bible, and so ordinary people should
listen to the Church, rather than accidentally misinterpreting the Bible
themselves.

Pentecostals, and Charismatic Christians, more modern branches of

Protestantism, see the Holy Spirit as more authoritative than the Bible. T
feel that God can influence them individually, and such influence should
given greater authority than a book. Again, they do not feel that the Bibl
has no authority, but feel that God speaking to them directly in the prese
carries more authority than God's word recorded hundreds of years ago.

Sin

The term ‘sin’ often refers to acting against God's will, but can also refer
God due to humans not matching up to God’s perfection — therefore, it c
forming a barrier between God and humans. The consequences of sin ar
if people act against God, they will be punished by dying and going to h
Creation, there are two types of sin within Christianity — original sin and
Christians believe in original sin). Christians believe that if they confess t
them, then he will do, and they will not go to hell, but will receive eterna

Jesus can be seen as a second Adam, who came to remedy the Fall and/
relationship with God despite sin. Regardless of whether humans inherit
will sometimes, and so they need saving — through Jesus.
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Jesus gave many teachings on sin, recorded in the New Testament. He t
sinners, to rescue people from the consequences of sin. He told many pe
forgiven and preached that God would forgive the sins of those who rep
authority to forgive sins.

‘For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” (Matth

‘When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are fo

‘If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sin
(John 20:23 NRSV)

Jesus also taught that sin was severe — it should be avoided at all costs.

‘And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is
your members than for your whole body to go into hell.” (Matth

Further, Jesus corrected a misconception about sin which was common a
necessarily the result of sin — God may not punish sin on Earth, and good
sign of sinlessness or God's favour.

‘His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, tha
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so
revealed in him.”” (John 9:2-3 NRSV)

Grace and the Seirit

Christians believe that grace is a spiritual gift which God can give to
people in order to save them. For example, Christians believe that
sending Jesus to save humans was an extension of God's grace.

From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
(John 1:16 NRSV)

The Holy Spirit, the third Person of God in the Trinity, is also believed to
can send his grace; by sending Christians the Holy Spirit to help them in
Christians feel that they can also receive God's grace through his teachin
sacraments; for example, reliving Jesus’ sacrifice in the Eucharist, or acc
through baptism.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the
(Romans 8:2 NRSV)

Christian belief in grace is important — Christians feel that without God's
as God would not have sent Jesus.

... they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
(Romans 3:24 NRSV)

Christians also believe that they are saved through God'’s grace, not thro
themselves have done.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own do
the result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:
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Christians believe that the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost — that Go
Trinity to help Christians. Jesus’ first disciples received the Spirit dramati
in the building where they were, and they experienced tongues ‘of fire" a
began to be able to speak in other languages so that they could preach
Acts 2). Indeed, many Christians today who feel the presence of the Holy S
warmth, and also a passion for God — they feel ‘on fire".

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on e
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
(Acts 2:3-4 NRSV)

Role of the Holy Spirit in Evangelical Worship

For many evangelical Christians, the Holy Spirit plays a
prominent role in worship. Pentecostal and Charismatic
Christians especially (who are often evangelical) hope to be
inspired during worship by the Holy Spirit. This can take
different forms — Christians may feel moved directly by the
Holy Spirit to preach on a particular subject to others, or to
pray in a particular way. They may also expect to feel moved
emotionally by the Spirit during worship. This is more
difficult to explain, as this is subjective. Broadly, Christians
may experience feelings of joy and elation, as well as
feelings of reassurance — that God loves them, that
‘everything will be alright’ and that they are living his will by
following his teachings. One sign that Christians feel moved this way, or
is raising one (or both) hands in the air during singing. Such inspirations
Christian’s faith and convince them that they are on the right path.

In some evangelical worship the Holy Spirit may be even more prominent.
believe that they practise gifts of the Spirit — they prophesy, or talk in ton
some can interpret). Some Christians claim to work miracles through the
able to heal others (of mental and/or physical ailments) through the Spirit
hands upon the person who desires healing (often on their head or should
While such ‘gifts of the Spirit’ are practised in other denominations, they
evangelical communities. Speaking in tongues is especially associated with
Christians will be healed (quickly) of serious physical conditions through th

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit... To each is given the
the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wi
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the s
healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the

\_ (1 Corinthians 12:4, 7-10 NRSV)

Quick Questions
22. State two types of sin Christians may believe in.

23. Describe Christian teaching about law.

24. Explain Christian beliefs about the Holy Spirit.

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity Page 37

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S

o9

Education




The Afterlife

Eschatological Beliefs

Christians believe in an afterlife — that there will be another life after dea
important within Christianity.

Keywords:

¢ conversion — when someone starts to follow a religion after having followe
had no religion

+ eschatology — anything to do with the end of things, such as the end of life

has a religious context.

heaven — a place people go after death, where God is

hell — a place people go after death away from God

immortality of the soul — where a spiritual part of a person continues fo

judgment — when people will be rewarded or punished for their lives

parables — stories with an inner meaning, for the purpose of teaching

purgatory — a place Catholics believe people may go after death to do per:

resurrection of the body - the physical raising of a person who is dead

* & ¢ ¢ 6 o o

Because Christians believe Jesus died so that they could have eternal life,
Those who feel that they are living lives pleasing to God may not fear deat
it is not the end. The teachings about life after death are important beca

‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though the
who lives and believes in me will never die.” (John 11:25-2¢

Because some Christians believe that they should focus on the afterlife, b
important in influencing them to isolate themselves from normal life — mat
have felt that they should try to avoid human desires, to focus on worshipy

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Christians tend to associate the afterlife with a specific place (whether th
Teachings which support this include John 14:2-7:

‘In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come i
myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. And you know the way to t.
(John 14:2-4 NRSV)
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Some Christians interpret...

‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father ex
(John 14:6 NRSV)

... to mean that only Christians will go to heaven - such ig
Christians, therefore, feel that they must believe and practice : )
Christianity in order to go to heaven when they die. This often f Qg 5
leads to Christians trying to convert others to Christianity so that EdUCO‘tiOﬁ
they too can experience heaven. This belief is important because
it influences Christians’ views of non-Christians and also their

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity



However, other Christians interpret John 14:6 as meaning that no one ca
except through Christianity, but that people can experience God in other
This belief is important, as those who hold it will feel that people of othe
and it may prompt them to work with people of other religions for comm
ultimately want the same things.

Resurrection and Life after Death (resurrection of the Body and m
Not all Christians agree on how life after death works. Some
believe that God will raise humans’ physical bodies at the end
of time. Others believe that a spiritual part of a person, their
soul, lives on after death and goes straight to
heaven/hell/purgatory (see the section on these below).
Some Christians believe in both; that the soul will enter the
afterlife immediately after death, but that there will be a
bodily resurrection for everyone at judgment at the end of
time, where souls and bodies are reunited. In other words,
people will enter a spiritual realm after death based on their
actions during their life, and many will go to purgatory to
atone for sins (see more on this below). At the end of time,
God will judge everyone on their actions during life and after
death, and people will then enter either heaven or hell for the
rest of eternity (people who had previously been in purgatory
have the chance to enter heaven).

Therefore, there are varied beliefs about the nature of resurrection: some
immediate at death; some believe that it is delayed until the end of time;
be resurrected while some believe that it will not be, and that in heaven t
bodies, completely different to earthly bodies. However, all Christians ag
that this is available to them because Jesus has saved them and God has

m——--
Different Bible passages support different ideas about !
resurrection. !

:

3

Some Christians believe in resurrection of the body because \
Jesus was raised from the dead in some sort of bodily form, and

he raised others from the dead physically; for example, Lazarus (John 11)
Also, Jesus taught that the dead will be raised from their graves at a comi

‘Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in th
and will come out...” (John 5:28-29 NRSV)

Many Christians believe that when their body is resurrected, it will be diff
in some sense spiritual. In 1 Corinthians 15:42-55 St Paul discusses this, ¢
raised, but with spiritual bodies.

‘It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical
body... flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God... For the trum
will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body
and this mortal body must put on immortality.” (1 Corinthians 15:4
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AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S

o9

Education




However, other Christians believe in immortality of the soul because Je
6:47; 17:2), not life which ends and then starts again at some point in the f:
thieves on the cross that he would be in heaven that day, which implies t
wait to be resurrected at the end of time. (With reference to the previous ¢
believe that Christians will get improved spiritual bodies in heaven immedé

[ [to the thief on the cross] “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Pa

The Catholic Church teaches that both will happen, because the Bible teacé'
not want to deny any teachings of Jesus.

Resurrection is important because:

¢ Christians believe that there will be life after death.
— This can comfort them because they know death will not be the
— This can encourage them to live good lives because they know Go

¢ The existence of resurrection illuminates the character of God.
— God is powerful enough to overcome death (demonstrated by Jes
brought back to life in the Bible).

— God is loving and forgiving — he wants humans to enjoy heaven w

Judgment
Judgment is the event at the end of time and/or when each individual pet
people based on what they believed, and whether they lived a good or bac
judgment results in people being sent to heaven, hell or purgatory (see the
(Note: If Christians, such as Catholics, believe in immortality of the soul ¢
they believe that people are judged twice — when they die and at the end ¢

Judgment is important because it decides the eternal fate of a person —
condemned.

Jesus taught that after death people would be judged depending on how th i
were prepared for God and his Kingdom. He told parables, or stories with m:
to explain what judgment and the end of time would be like. Three of thes
and the goats, the parable of the ten bridesmaids, and the parable of the ric

The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats
Matthew 25:31-46 (NRSV)
Jesus will come back at the end of time and separate th
people (sheep) from the bad people (goats). He will gra
sheep the ‘kingdom’ and ‘eternal life’ because they fed &
watered him, welcomed him, clothed him, and cared f
visited him. The sheep will ask when they did these thing
will tell them that when they did these things for anyon
did it for him.

He will then tell the goats that they did not care for others
help them. They will be condemned to ‘eternal punishme

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are membe
me.” (Matthew 25:40 NRSV)

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity
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The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

Matthew 25:1-12
Ten bridesmaids were waiting for the bridegroom, but he was delayed, so the
five had brought extra oil for their lamps. When the bridegroom (representin
extra oil had run out. They had to go to buy some more. When they got back t
heaven), everyone else had gone in, but the doors were locked and they were
ready for the kingdom of heaven to come at any ti:

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19-31

Jesus tells a story about a rich man who lived in luxury, while a poor man, Laz:

horrible conditions. When the two die, the poor man goes to heaven and the

rich man is denied relief from his torment, and knows that his family will also re

the story is that it is necessary to help others while you are alive, or you will b

will be nothing you can do about it. It is those who have nothing who will be re
who have much.

It was not just Jesus who taught that

) i Taking it fu
people would be judged at theend Read more about the end of time:.
of time. Early Christians believed in |

I

I

judgment and continued to teach
about judgment.

Parable of the Talents — where Jesus s.
will be judged favourably and those w
! .

‘For all of us must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each m;
what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.” (2 Corint}

The teachings of judgment in the New Testament encourage Christians t
‘good’ life (for example, taking care of the hungry and the sick, such as in t
the goats, Matthew 25), in order not to ‘go to hell. So the teachings are a
help Christians to make decisions, knowing that they will be judged for t
teachings about life after death as not reassuring, but scary — important be
happen if they are not good.

{mportant!
At the end of this section, do you understand the key concept of Judgement?

Traditional and Contemporary Beliefs about Heaven, Hell (and Purga:
Most Christians believe in heaven, which is a place where people will be w::
from the passages about judgment and the end of time, Jesus says he w
disciples in heaven (John 14:2-4). Those writing in the New Testament als
life after death, as expressed in 1 Corinthians 5:1-10.

‘For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a build;
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” (2 Corinthians

Christians believe that heaven is a desirable place to be; some believe th
human standards, e.g. there will be great banquets (Jesus compared heave
22). Some believe that in heaven humans will spend their time constantly :

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity
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‘... they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within |
is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirs
strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the centre of the throne
will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away eve
(Revelation: 7:15-17 NRSV)

Traditionally there is an emphasis on God residing in heaven on a throne
contemporary thinking, this may be seen as more symbolic. However, so
believe in heaven as a place where people can interact, and celebrate, as
others focus on it as a state where they will have a special spiritual bond w

Most Christians also believe in hell, somewhere outside of heaven and aw:
about judgment Jesus does not make hell sound very nice. It is compared

‘[being thrown out into the darkness], where there will be weeping a
(Matthew 25:30 NRSV)

Hell has been portrayed in many different ways. In
medieval times, ‘doom’ paintings, portraying final
judgment, were common on the walls of churches, to
remind Christians that they wanted to go to heaven and
not be condemned to the terrors of hell. In Luke 16, in
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, hell is
described as a place of fiery torment.

However, many Christians today do not believe that
hell is a place of physical torture (which was believed in medieval times).
absence of God, or even that those who go to 'hell’ stop existing altogethé

Some Christians, believe in a place called purgatory, where Christians can g
their sins before being allowed to enter heaven. Belief in purgatory is taugh
Catholics pray for those they believe to be in purgatory, in the hope of help
However, many other churches, such as the Church of England, teach that b:
they feel that there is no firm scriptural basis.

Belief in heaven, hell and purgatory is significant, as it encourages Christiat
beliefs are also significant because they create boundaries between differe
different beliefs about purgatory held by the Church of England and Cat

{mportant!
At the end of this section, do you understand the key concept of resurrection

Quick Questions
25. Give two examples of places which Christians may believe people enti

26. Give two examples of parables about eschatological beliefs.

Now Try This...

27. 'Immediately after death, people go to heaven, hell, or purgatory.’
Discuss this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Christian te
which follows from your argument.

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity
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Summary for Beliefs and Te

¢ The Christian God is believed to be omnipotent (all-powerful) and o

problem of evil and suffering exists because it is hard to explain wh
he allows evil and suffering to exist. The Greek philosopher Epicurus
first to raise this problem. Believers may question their faith, if they
allow evil and suffering. However, there is teaching in the Bible whic
evil and suffering, including the Book of Job.

+ Many Christians believe in one God, in three Persons: Father, Son an
Trinity.

¢ Christians believe that God created the world. Accounts of this are f
of John. Christians may take from accounts of creation that they are
in God's image, and that they should look after creation and reprodu
these accounts are to be interpreted literally, while others think they
metaphorically. Some Christians believe in the Fall.

¢ Many Christians believe that Jesus was the incarnation of God: God
Incarnation, Christians may feel that they know what God wants thro
they are saved through his sacrifice.

+ Christians believe that Jesus was crucified, and that this atoned for
salvation. Christians have different views on whether God only exte
whether it is available to all who seek it and Jesus and the Holy Spiri

+ Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead. After being witnes
them instructions, he ascended to heaven. Christians believe that hi
them, allowed them to have a relationship with God, and to inherit e

+ Christians believe that they are saved by Jesus, rather than by follow
Christians still feel that the Bible has authority. Some Christians belie
Word of God and has been revealed by God. Others feel that it has
Christians believe that parts of the Bible are symbolic. Many Protest
ultimate source of authority on God. However, Catholics feel that th
authority, and Pentecostals feel that the Holy Spirit is the most auth
Christians believe in sin — acting against God's will / a separation fro
need to be saved. Christians believe that salvation is an extension o
worship, the Holy Spirit plays an important role, in inspiring and hel

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

¢ Christians have various understandings concerning the afterlife. Jes
judged after death and that they should be prepared for God's
Kingdom. Most Christians believe in heaven and hell and some
believe in purgatory, a place to do penance before heaven. Some
Christians believe that God will resurrect people’s physical bodies
at the end of time, and some believe that the soul lives on
immediately after death and is immortal; some believe in both.
Some Christians believe that only Christians will go to heaven,
because Jesus is the only way to God, but not all do.
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answers
Mark Schemes for 5-mark, 8-mark and 15-mark aues

5-markers
1 mark for a weak answer with limited understanding. Limited use of technical terms and

2-3 marks for a good answer, showing knowledge and understanding of beliefs, and goo
Some use of technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority.

4-5 marks for an excellent answer showing good knowledge and understanding of belief
their influence. Technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority used accurately and

8-markers

1-2 marks for a weak answer with little knowledge and understanding shown. Little show
authority.

3-4 marks for a good answer, showing knowledge and understanding of beliefs, and som
Some use of technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority.

5-6 marks for a very good answer showing good knowledge and understanding of belief
their influence. Technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority generally used well

7-8 marks for an excellent answer showing really good knowledge and understanding of
of their influence. Technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority used accurately a

15-markers

1-3 marks for a weak answer with little knowledge and little or no judgment. No different
influence. Little or no technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority.

4-6 marks for a limited answer with some knowledge, different viewpoints and some und
judgment. Little use of technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority.

7-9 marks for a good answer with good knowledge, different viewpoints and understand
of some technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority.

10-12 marks for a very good answer with accurate knowledge, different viewpoints and s
good judgment. Detailed use of technical terms and sources of wisdom and authority.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

13-15 marks for a complete answer with detailed knowledge, full use of different viewpoi
influence. Very good judgment. Strong use of technical terms and sources of wisdom and
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Beliefs and Teachings

Question
Number Answer / Mark Scheme
L ¢ Acensus is a way of counting a population.
+ Itis also a way of collecting statistics about them, for example religious &
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
2 ¢ Islam
¢ Judaism
¢ Hinduism
¢ Buddhism
¢ Sikhism
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
3 ¢ Christianity has influenced Britain by introducing Christian festivals such
Easter.
¢ This has also affected bank holidays — people get time off at these celeb
+ Some originally Christian days such as St Valentine's Day have become n:
celebrations.
¢ Because the Christian holy day is Sunday, many people do not work on S
open shorter hours.
+ British laws are also influenced by Christianity — sins such as murder and
Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture (maximum 5)
4 ¢ It is more loving for God to allow humans free will than to control them,
to commit evil.
¢ God is not omnipotent and cannot stop evil and suffering.
¢ Evil and suffering are just punishment for humans.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
5 ¢ Christians believe that God created the world.
+ The Bible teaches that God is powerful.
¢ Christians believe that God works miracles.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

6 ¢ Christians believe that God is loving (omnibenevolent). This means they
about them and wants what is best for them. They believe this because t
shown his love through history, recorded in the Bible, such as by sending
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not sen
Iinto the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
through him.’ (John 3:16-17 NRSV)

¢ Many Christians believe that God is omnipotent (all-powerful). This is be
world and humanity and they feel that he has performed miracles. The B
God's power.
Moses and Aaron did just as the Lorb commanded. In the sight of Phara
his officials he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the river, and all
the river was turned into blood. (Exodus 7:20 NRSV)
Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture (maximum 5)
7 ¢ The Trinity means:
o God is three persons.
o God is one being.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
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Question
Number

Answer / Mark Scheme

8

+ Catholics believe that God the Spirit proceeds from the Father and the S
+ Christians believe that God is one being but three persons.

¢ Many Christians believe that God the Son helped God with creation and
the person of Jesus.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

9 ¢ Christians believe that their God is one God, the God of the Jewish peop
three persons — the Father, Son and Spirit.

‘Hear, O Israel: The Lorp is our God, the LorD alone.’ (Deuteronomy 6:4 N
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending /i
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the
with whom I am well pleased.”’ (Matthew 3:16—17 NRSV)

¢ Christians believe that God the Father made the world and spoke to the
(recorded in the Old Testament).

¢ They believe that the Son came to Earth as Jesus, and was fully human a
God. (This is affirmed in the Nicene Creed.) They, therefore, believe that
from God.

‘The Father and I are one.” (John 10:30 NRSV)

¢ The Spirit of God is believed to have been present at creation and to hav
Christians at Pentecost, so that God is always with them.

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.’ (Acts 2:3—4 NRSV)

+ Christians believe that all the persons of God are important, as they have
roles, and helped Christians in different ways.

+ Christians express their beliefs in the Trinity through worship, baptising p
of all three members of the Trinity, and celebrating the arrival of Jesus at
arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture (maximum 5)

10 ¢ Stewardship means looking after and protecting something.

¢ Christians believe that stewardship involves humanity caring for the worl

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

11 ¢ Dominion means having control over something.

+ Christians believe that God has given them dominion over the Earth.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

12 ¢ A Christian may believe that the Bible and its account of the creation of th
and happened exactly as the Bible says. They may believe that the world w:
that God created Adam and Eve as the first people; and that God spoke an
‘Then God said, “Let there be light’; and there was light * (Genesis 1.3 NR.

+ A Christian may believe that the biblical account of creation is metaphori
that it is symbolic and not literally true. They may believe that God creat
through the Big Bang and humans through evolution, and that Genesis i
creation, not factual.

+ Some Christians believe that the Fall took place after creation, and huma
separated from God.

+ Christians believe that all three persons of the Trinity were present at cre

¢ Christians believe that humans were created in the image of God.

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture (maximum 5)

13

+ Incarnation means in the flesh.

¢ Christians believe that Jesus on Earth was the incarnation of God — he wa
human.

Accept any relevant point, 1T mark per point (maximum 2)
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%l:::t;z: Answer / Mark Scheme
14 + Jesus ate
¢ Jesus cried
¢ Jesus got tired
¢ Jesus felt pain
¢ Jesus died
Accept any relevant point, 1T mark per point (maximum 2)
15 ¢ Many Christians believe that Jesus was the incarnation of God: God in the
that this means that God loved them enough to come to Earth and live wi
them. Many denominations teach belief in the incarnation, and it is also s
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
the Word became flesh and lived among us... Jesus Christ..” (John 1.1,
¢ Because Christians believe that Jesus was God, this means that his teach
¢ Because Christians believe that Jesus was human, they feel that he unde
can relate to them.
+ Belief in the incarnation is important to Christians, because it shows Go
able to make himself a human.
Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture (maximum 5)
16 ¢ The passion of Jesus refers to his suffering and death.
¢ Itincludes events such as his arrest, trials and death, and does not inclu
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
17 ¢ Salvation is being saved from something; for Christians this is sin.
+ Salvation means that Christians do not have to fear death or punishmen
relationship with God.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
18 ¢ Atonement means making up for something — in Christianity, the sin of
¢ Many Christians feel that they received atonement by Jesus dying as a r.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
19 ¢ The resurrection of Jesus refers to Jesus rising from the dead.
¢ Early Christians believed they experienced Jesus risen from the dead, an
touch him.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
20 + Ascension means going up.
¢ For Christians it describes Jesus being taken up to heaven, after his resu
Accept any relevant point, 1T mark per point (maximum 2)

GCSE Edugas (Short Course) Course Companion: Component 2: Christianity Page 47

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g
)

Education




Question
Number

Answer / Mark Scheme

21

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture (maximum 8)

The resurrection is important for Christians because they believe that thr
and resurrection, sin and death have been conquered, and Christians ha

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received.
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was burie
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and tha
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than
hundred brothers and sisters at one time... (1 Corinthians 15:3—6 NRSV)

Jesus’ resurrection brings Christians hope for their own resurrection, bec
that God can raise the dead.

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of yo
is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, th
not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation
vain and your faith has been in vain. (1 Corinthians 15.12—14 NRSV)
The resurrection is important for Christians because they believe that thr
they can have a relationship with God.

The resurrection is important for Christians because some believe that th
law in the Old Testament. This means that anyone can have a relationshi
including gentiles (non-Jews).

The resurrection is important for Christians because it encourages them
so that they can know the message of the risen Jesus.

The resurrection is important to Christians because they believe that Jes
watching over them.

22

*
L4

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

Original Sin
Personal Sin

23

*
*
*

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture (maximum 5)

Christianity teaches that God's law is revealed in the Bible.
Christians believe that they should follow God's law, e.g. the Ten Comma

Christianity teaches that Christians do not receive salvation through follo
through having faith in Jesus.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the la
of death. (Romans 8:2 NRSV)

Therefore, Christians believe that they do not need to keep the whole of
rather focus on Jesus’ law of love.
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Question
Number Answer / Mark Scheme
24 + Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, wi —
Pentecost.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in (/)
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. (Acts 2.3—4 NRSV)
¢ Christians believe that through sending the Holy Spirit, God also sent his _U
gift allowing them to be saved.
+ Christians believe that the Holy Spirit helps them in their lives. I I I
¢ For many evangelical Christians, the Holy Spirit plays a prominent role in
believe that the Holy Spirit gives them inspiration, and may give them gi
others, or speaking in tongues.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.. To each is given th _I
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given throug:
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge acc
the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of h
one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to a
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another th
interpretation of tongues. (1 Corinthians 124, 7-10 NRSV) Z
Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture (maximum 5)
25 ¢+ Heaven
¢ Hell < >
+ Purgatory
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
26 ¢ The parable of the sheep and the goats
¢ The parable of the ten bridesmaids
¢ The parable of the rich man and Lazarus _U
Accept any relevant point, 1T mark per point (maximum 2) <
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Question
Number
27

Answer / Mark Scheme

Points and Justification for: Points and Justification a

¢ Jesus tells the thief on the cross next to ¢ Many verses in the Bi

+ Jesus told his followers that they would . /
inherit eternal life, not life that stops and voice and will come
starts again, so Christians must live on in 528-29 NRSV)
heaven or purgatory after death. Many Christians belie
¢ Churches such as the Catholic Church end of time — it does

him that he will be in paradise with him
today — this implies that he will be in
heaven immediately after death.

[to the thief on the cross] Truly I

tell you, today you will be with me
in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43 NRSV)

teach that this is the case — that people will
go to one of these realms.

of the resurrection of
of time, e.g. saying th
graves will rise. Ther
go immediately to th

‘Do not be astonishe
the hour is coming wi
are in their graves wi

people to enter heav
been judged.

Tt is sown a physical
raised a spiritual bod)
physical body, there
spiritual body... flesh
cannot inherit the kin
God... For the trump
and the dead will be
imperishable, and we
changed. For this pe
must put on imperish,

50, 52-53 NRSV)
Many Protestant Chri

the Bible.

Accept any relevant point or justification.
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