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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching of GCSE AQA Religious Studies A
Component 2: Thematic Studies, Theme A: Relationships and Families. All areas of the specification are
covered.

Ditferent activities provide a way into new topics or allow students to reinforce and consolidate their
learning — there is also some assessment content. Some activities can be done individually, others in
groups, or with the entire class; and there is flexibility to adapt this.

The starters and plenaries in this resource are designed to help teachers allow students to learn
continuously by providing short activities which can be slotted in at the beginning and end of lessons.
Each activity should take between 5 and 15 minutes to complete, though some could be adapted into a
longer main-lesson activity if desired.

A plan of the activities with teacher’s notes is provided at the beginning of the resource to give guidance on
how to teach the content. Answers, or possible answers, are included at the end of the resource, to help
with student or teacher marking, and in some cases it may be helpful to distribute these as revision
resources.

This resource should be informative and educational, and hopefully also enjoyable for students. It should
support teachers with a base which they can build on when teaching additional content and skills.

The topics force students to consider different arguments and philosophical ways of thinking, as well as
exploring how different views and arguments impact on the modern world and influence society.

Ideally, this will help the students to develop reasoning skills as well as learning important details.

March 2018

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made to
this resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Topic Coverage

For many of these it will be useful for t“" s 1& "whave some knowledge of the t

.. e Suggested
Act D t
ctivity Description Use

Cl t

Sexuality: Heterosexual assac
This she

and Homosexual 1. Class discussion S though
Relationships & Same-sex | &1
: question

Marriage

students

Sexual Relationships yF- 2
before and outside of 2 M itl‘” - hbice SorP Individu
Marriage & Cohabitat'- 2 4 .

Canbed
3. PIaC? itemsona SorP groups (
continuum It may b
the class
Nature;{nd P urpose of 4. Odd one out S Individu

artage COPYRIGHT

Sexuality, Sex, PROTECTED
Contraception, Marriage & | 5. Match up views S Individu

Cohabitation @
Divorce and Remarriage, |, 7 . 9
includine Ethical A . Ac¢ dtages and P Individu
& 1 .+~ disadvantages be worth 09

Argume

Education

AdOD NOILOIdSNI
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Specification
Area

Topic

Activity Description

Suggested
Use

Nature and Purpose of |7.  Newg = ar! - 5 Class activity
Family {5 This sheet is not
Class activity
This sheet is not
What am I? g (unless you cut o
use as prompts)
. Cut up cards bet.
Families and c —
Gender on em;;orary MY 19, Fillin the gaps SorP Individual activi
Equality S5ues
10. A ampl Individual
Roles of Men and Women 55¢sS afl exampie SorP naivieua’ or gt
exam answer - be worth feedin
. 11. Correctthe ., © - -
Gender Equality st(:?fc‘ .F: & " Individual activi
L s dsips with
Gender Prejudice an ¥~ k3 ) ..
i # “questions to test 5 Paired activity
Discrimiz 2 o
n knowledge
13. Spider diagram Can be done ind
Summary . ; P
with questions groups (use A3
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Aclivity 1 — Sexuality. Heterosexual and Homos
& Same-sex Marriage

Separate the class into five groups, and give each group a question to dis
write bullet points about. Then bring the class together o have a class d
about different sexualities, and different Christiar..» ¢ f’f)er religious at
back answers to their question, and other ¢ us er _.an add more if they

}ﬁ—————————————————————“ T i m m L m  m —————————————————

1) Give different Chri oyonses to, and opinions about, hetero

Why does the Catholic Church, and some other churches, forbid
does not encourage people to try not to be homosexual?

4) Why & e Protestants accept couples in loving homosexual rela:

Starters and Plenaries for GCSE AQA A Component 2: Theme A Page 4 of 28
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Activity 2 — Sexual Relationships before anc

A

B e

C me"fital sex
D

Homosexuality

2) Why might some Christians accept sex/cohabitation before marriage

There is nothing against sex before marriage in the Bible

The Church is not concerned about sex

They think love is the most important thing

glO0|=|»

With contraception, there is no chance of getting pregnant

o

3) Which of these is not a reason Chris'’z 15 ' 3..“give in response to a

suggesting that cohabitatic= . 1 - cAoefore marriage are acceptable

N

ab’s ¢ abit or have sex before marriage might mean

Beig
1 W stip without giving it sufficient thought before getting
g
B SeX'pefore marriage is wrong because the Bible teaches that sex

place within marriage

Sex before marriage and cohabitation are a bad idea, because if
C | relationships end this can be emotionally damaging, and finan
problematic in the case of cohabitation

Sex before marriage and cohabitation are a bad idea because if
born into unstable relationships, and these end, this is bad for t

Cohabitation is a bad idea because it means someone might go
because of their bad habits before they are married to them

4)  Which of these is not taught about sex wi s | ,ffstfanity, or a bran

Wives should have s-ca  ; -.vas their husbands want, and h
whentohae « o

\iV A bV God to strengthen the bond between a married

Sex is given for the procreation of children, and God command
fruitful in Genesis
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5) Which of these is not a reason that many Christians object to adulter
(hints: Exodus 20, 1, Corinthians 5-6)

A | They think they will never be forgiven by God

They are forbidden in the Bible

Adultery will likely hurt the spouse wk .= nc sted on, and pr
also emotionally hurt those inv v ec

D | Unlawful sexua{ r

'» fon | ps'may harm someone’s relationsh

o8 3
g&){,&u '

It helps people to decide if they really want to get married

It avoids divorce if the relationship breaks down

A
B
C | If there is no belief in God, there is no need to marry for religio
D

Cohabiting is more stable than marriage for children

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

7)
types of unlawful sex is least severe in Islam?
A | Premarital heterosexual sex
B | Adultery
Homosexual sex ‘
8)

Reconstructionist

A
B
C | Orthodox
D

Conservative

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g
)
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1. Cutout and place the types of contfr . :planning along the line, depending o

. vhy a Christian might approve, or disapprove, of ea
Protestant) if relevant. Give at least one opinion someone fr

2. Nextto each, give at 1o ¢
of Christig (Ciy

'Iig

3. [Extensio.{¥ in two contrasting religious beliefs about contraception, referring to Chri

, Barrier
i contraception

________________________
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Activity 4 — Nature and Purpose of Mé

. What marr o R ~ Christians..
a) Some Christians seeitasa sacramsnt - vd g se thét don't still see it as
b) Mocnogamous—betwee~ t &' L ’\ L s
C) 5 tldﬁlty
N
e) Formany Chnshans marriage is a union of a man and woman — two het
Christians accept homosexual marriages
2. Christianity feaches that the purposes of marriag
a) Procreation and raising a family
b) Friendship and love
¢) Being able to have sex
d) Financial security
e) Symbolising the relationship of God and the Church
5. The New Tcsrf“ :‘ S /s about marriag
a) 'Whena manis newly married, he . 2 7t Sobut WIth the army or be cha
shall be free at home oneY L *« ': ..happy with the wife whom he has
b) '
c) ‘...when[people] rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in
heaven.’
d) ‘... he who marries his fiancée does well; and he who refrains from marriaé;;
e) 'Wives, be subject to your husbands... Husbands, love your wives...’

Explain why the odd one out is not correct.
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There are different views within Christianity and society about sexuality,
and cohabitation (couples living together before marriage).

Match each point of view to which group of people i n aly tohold itby g
empty boxes. ¥ &

A

nl o lce”

Sex shg y Sex is fine within a committed a
within he’ 1“1}% Auar marriage, homosexual couples), so cohabitati
but contra\.dn is acceptable. committed. (Some feel any consens
Marriage is important fora important, and should be available
stable society. Contraception is also fine.

Sex should take

C marriage, but sex b

Sex is the decision of those involved. If that . .
. . : , couples in a commit
involves having sex with someone you don't love,
. ; . . _ acceptedasastept

or having multiple sexual relationships over time, .

e . , as a commitment. C
this is fine if the sex is consensual. Different
sexualities are fine and homosexuals are just as
entitled to consensual sex and marriage.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Contraception is a good thing. 1 E

s Sex should only
Cohabitation is fine, and mar7i g€t LieCessary marriage, and no ar
ifthe peOpIe involved = 1t .t “ancto get married. used, as sexual acts

possibility of new li
becauseitis asacra
a stable society.

Traditional Catholic View Traditional Protestant View T
Modern Christian View Modern Secular View
e A COPYRIGHT
xtension: Give two reasons for one of these views.

PROTECTED

1.
g
B ag

2. Education
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Non-religious

Christian and Non-religious

Starters and Plenaries for GCSE AQA A Component 2: Theme A
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students have new answers, or asking el te v ..o same question for f

1) Give a Bible passae . . g, Or referring to, family.

m e ) ) o )
M roles of parents and children in a Christian family?

g&\ﬁo‘ﬂ w

2) What!
3) What is the purpose of family for Christians?
4) Why is family important to Christians?

5) How does the Church support families?

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
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What am I? Cut up cards and stick onto a volunteer’s forehead or back,
them to ask the class yes/no questions to work out what type of family t
(some may be “maybe’ depending on how you view them).

Extension: Once they guess, they, with the he Uuaedass, should give
Christians may approve, and orjj, & f’év ey they may disapprove of th

You can alloego © ' ¢ dents to try to ask appropriate questions th
sheet of qu 1793“ :> ir they get stuck / need more assistance.

Same-sex |
Family Family IWH%%WW: F

Am I likely to contain two parents who are the biological parents of all t
Am [ likely to contain two parents?

As they are, is it possible for the parents in the famiiy tn ;onceive natura

: .A/

@

Am I possy (o ;med due to bereavement?

Starters and Plenaries for GCSE AQA A Component 2: Theme A Page 12 of 28
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one of the women could become pregnar’ « ne . . ited sperm (they might or might n
¢ i Uuse their own egqg or a donated egg from someone else. Onl
.. allowed in the UK, and there are many laws governing this. Alter

.. children — this is now legal in the UK.

The children of same-sex parents may wish to meet their ..., parents w

difficult (as it is for heterosexual couples who have children with donated eggs/sperm, or a

Same -sex parents are not accepted by everyone in society. Many ..............cccoee.
same-sex couples being parents, e.g. the Catholic Church feels that the
the foundation of society. However, many more same-sex couples are now parents, inc

o

.. Is marrying more than one & s L4 ome cultures it is normal

wife, and in others for women to 2 sig v o han one husband {there can also be gro

“:}ggaw\g is .. v A the UK, thoug

@ucﬂ‘ wtfwcln have been performed in other countries.

.. generally disapprove of polygamy. Some ...,

allowing a man to marry up to four wives — providing he can treat them all ..............

Polygamy can result in ..........ccccooeevrcrererrnnen. of other spouses, and/or in children being able

they have multiple households). There may be legal issues with polygamous families in count

However, pelygamous families can help to control the size of the population, and may a

..figures.

jealousy | Chrlsnans IVF
‘ " “‘:"lééélly heterosexual religious
Polygamy naturally homosexual ilegal

Starters and Plenaries for GCSE AQA A Component 2: Theme A Page 13 of 28
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of marks which this answer could expect. You could highlight or underli
the text where you would make an alteration and *'~. - ac alterations unde

.+ Who think there should be gender roles are
_sethinking this.” Evaluate this statement. (12 marks)

Some Christians Hunk Hunt women showd, be subordinat
becounse St Poud saud Enat hueshands showld be in ehar,
toeir wives, nd Qenesis  Siups Hnak womoun wis ereds
akter man. Theyy also think. dnat the Womau's vole (s in
and (s QL mother, becounse tnis 1S bradionad and becos
MW‘{T (S (UL IMportant Llgrure within CWLS&(W\(&%’ and o

« 13 f
mporbint beoinse she wils 5esns’ mokher.

I A )
Some Clrishinns

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

srender does nwob makker fo Desusi/fod. rnd becaunse

vind, 40 women.

................................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g
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Correct the mistake in all of these statements about gender equality.

1) All Christians treat women equally to men.

Bonus: Give a Bible verse which provides a reason for this (the corre

3) Mary is important to many Christians because of her role as Jesus’ p

Galatians 3:28 claims th2¢ & > .0 fonger male or animal.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

6) Teaching in the New Testament from St Paul about the different rol
aimed at people in the 21t century.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

7)
Ig
Qg
9 Education
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e  Pair up with someone with Battleships 2.

e Hide a I-square, a 2-square and a 3-square battleship on your grid

e Takeitin turns to ask the other person a questin rom your sheet
Suggested answers are given below the 72 st ¢ 15 Lor checking.
Questions can be used multiple ' 'n (t. e are multiple answers)

e If someone answers a o1 A
opponent’s bat*!c . ut ©y guessing a square, e.g. C4. Guessing one

. “isitip sinks it. Whoever sinks the most ships in the

ﬁ a) Whatis gender prejudice?

When someone thinks that someone cannot or should not do
gender; a biased belief about someone due to their gender.

Sa Wﬂ, they can try to sink one of the

b) Why might Christians be opposed to gender prejudice and
Galatians 3:28 says that gender does not matter to God; Jesus
regardless of gender; because Jesus taught to love one’s neig
{(Matthew 7:12); prejudice and discrimination are not loving.

¢) Give examples of Christians opposir: < - i >r prejudice an
s EFTEE =

Many churches allow women thk ¢ * ied; many Christian

\ equal roles in the hom , - ‘1 y Caristians have campaigned f

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Gue
A B C D E A B
1 1
2 2 COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
4 : 4 Eg
Qg
- . Education
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Pair up with someone with Battleships 1.
e Hide a I-square, a 2-square and a 3-square battleship on your grid
o Takeitin turns to ask the other person a questinr rom your sheet
Suggested answers are given below the 7@ st ¢ 1s Lor checking.
Questions can be used multiple '’ (t. .se are multiple answers)
e If someone answers a oV isil "31"_;;,“;{1;; they can try to sink one of the
opponent’s bat*!c . st “y ghéésing a square, e.g. C4. Guessing on

2. a) Whatis gender discrimination?
When someone forces someone to do, or will not allow them t
their gender; acting differently towards someone because of th:

b) Why might Christians be prejudiced because of, or discrimin
The doctrine of the Fall and its basis in Genesis portrays womar
temptress; Jesus and the 12 disciples were men, so some churche
ordination; St Paul taught that women should be subordinate
Ephesians 5...

¢) Why do some Christians not accep* 2 a. :jjbliiination?
There is teaching in the Bib!~ . ~ w _ett’should not speak in ct
there is teaching in t' <1 L z1 1 Timothy 2 that women should
the Catholi~ &« < Lutieves in male apostolic succession; Jesu

o g,,:..pfiésf represents Jesus at the Eucharist...

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Your grid
A B C D E A

1 1
) ) COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

3 i'3

9
4 4
ag

Fducation

5 5
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Choose at least six questions, and write the answers to these questions o
Write your answers in full sentences. If you have spare time, answer mo

*  Easier Question
**  More Challenging Question

If you are unsure abe & . 14, answer the easier questions, or if yo

1) ** What“t;;es of sexual relationships might Christians disapprove o
2) *Why might Christians allow contraception?

3) *Why might Christians not allow contraception?
4) *Give two purposes of marriage for Christians.

5) *Why might Christians think cohabitation is a bad idea?

6) **Give one advantage and one disadvantage to divorce for Christia

10) ** Why might Christians think that women and men have different

11) *Why might Christians think men and women should be treated eq

12) ** Why might Christians disapprove of gender prejudice and discri

Starters and Plenaries for GCSE AQA A Component 2: Theme A Page 18 of 28
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Rcv&smn Sp'f*f L ﬁgram RC|GTIOﬂShI|)M

Contraception and
e i Family Planning

XU i 2efationships

Relationships
and Families

[ Sexuality

Nature and Purpose of
Families

F
Contemporary Family Issues
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Answers

Activity 1- Sexuality: Heterosexual and Homosexual Relationships & S

Possible discussion points:

D)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Heterosexual relationships are good, as God intended men and women
Many Christians believe that heterosexual relati- . « ps should be mon
life-long, and sex should take place w1tb i 1r e’
Some Christians believe that it * -
and devote their life to € cu

: xf' pxohlbfced in the Old Testament (e.g. Leviticus

Homosexue! «

5 Tf e Muy is prohibited in the New Testament letters, and som
. o3

Rty as including homosexual sex

Beirt, homosexual is not seen as a sin, if people do not act on their incli
Sex is for procreation, and homosexual sex cannot Iead to procreation
Homosexual couples will undermine the role of the traditional family i

Some see homosexuality as a sin in itself (see above paragraph)
Evangelical Christians may believe that if people pray to God, he will h
homosexual

Some Protestants (and other Christians) may feel that being loving is th
in the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12)

Some Christians may feel that everyone sins against God, and homose
stigmatised, as Jesus taught not to judge others (“Or how can you say t
speck out of your eye,” while the log is in your own eye?’ (Matthew 7:
the aduiterous woman in John 8)
Some Christians may think that the commandmen*: “igainst homosexu
need to be followed anymore because of Frer 5« ﬁL g the law — Chris

e is

Fes allow homosexual marriage, this may mean that vicars/pas
be iorced to perform homosexual marriages or face lawsuits

(Some Christians feel that Church teaching is out of date, and same-sex
celebrate loving same-sex relationships.)

Islam condemns homosexuality and those who have homosexual relatic:
The Qur’an and shari’ah law forbid homosexual activity and it is punis
Some modern Muslims accept homosexuality and homosexual relation
homosexuality as out of date

Activity 2—- Sexual Relationships before and outside of Marriage & Coh

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Adultery

They think love is the most important thing

Cohabitation is a bad idea because it -ne s icone might go off their
habits before they are marri-. 5t .

Wives should have.s = ¢ ™M (A as theu husbands want, and have no s
They *hm]( ¢ . {1 over be forgiven by God

_niore stable than marriage for children

Orthedéx

Starters and Plenaries for GCSE AQA A Component 2: Theme A Page 20 of 28
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Activity 3— Contraception and Family Planning

1) The Catholic Church forbids sterilisation, 22 ¢+ - i ,.zrnean% of contraception. However, if a
z Al ,,,i(u\ as a side effect (ovaries being removed due t

,:,;Ptabie Many Protebtant Christlans feel that sterilisation

e
and beca y think they should be able to plan the size of their famﬁy There is nothing in th

Bible which forbids contraception.
2) Many Muslims oppose sterilisation, as they feel that ultimately children are a gift from God, an
they should never prevent the possibility permanently.

Sterilisation
Most Acceptable
¢ -
e,
Rhythm method (sex when Barrier method contraception,
i the woman s least fertile} " e.g. condoms !
1)  The rhy e thod is the most acceptable 1)  Barrier methods of contraception are

method S¥Sntraception within Christianity, as acceptable to most Christians who do

it does nothing to actively stop conception; it disagree with artificial contraception
just makes it statistically less likely. The are not acceptable to the Catholic Ch
Catholic Church teaches that all sexual acts be some conservative evangelical Protes
open to the possibility of new life. Pope Paul VI They are a more acceptable form of a

continued the Church’s stance against artificial cor= ption as they aim to stop con
contraception in his encyclical Humanae Vitae ~1 » wo.ld not do anything to cause a
(1968), but the rhythm method is not arhfma “.discarriage if conception did take pl
contraception. ‘ ‘ Many Muslims accept barrier metho
2)  Muslims are likely to apprm contraception as the Qur’an does not
method more thap A contraception. Islam allows contrace
s . used with the consent of husband an
flan wills and does not harm the and which does not hurt either of the

Starters and Plenaries for GCSE AQA A Component 2: Theme A Page 21 of 28
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Activity 4- Nature and Purpose of Marriage

e ) Arequirement of Christianity is the odd one out. This is because Chri
to get married - for example, some may remain unmarried to better se

e d) Financial security is the odd one out. This is because marriage is not a
Christianity, but about love and family. The purposes of marriage hav
the Church. |

*  Quote a) is the odd one out, because it comes © > i1 4 Oiu Testament, as p

Moses. The next two are attributed to T« 3 ¢ - nelast two to St Paul.

e .3‘

Bible Quote Reference~:,

‘But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one fles
one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.’

‘... when [people] rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in mar
heaven.

‘... he who marries his fiancée does well; and he who refrains from marriage w.

‘Wives, be subject to your husbands... Husbands, love vo-o wives...

e
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Activity 5- Sexuality, Sex, Contraception, Marriage & Cohabitation

Traditional Catholic View E Traditional Protestant View A

Modern Christian View B Modern Secular Vew C

Extension:

Possible answers:

e The tolerant Proteste
married. !

L

E

no concept of ‘sinful” sex, it the sex is consensual. Because they are not tryin
the decision of those involved, rather than due to God’s decision as to who
may not see marriage as important because cohabiting couples can also pro
society.
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Activity 6- Divorce and Remarriage, including Ethical Argu-

Example answers:

Non-religious

Christian and Non-
religious

will forgive mistakes
and failings, such as
marrying the wrong
person and divorce.
While churches such
as the Church of
England expect
people to be serious
about marriage, they
will accept divorce
and allow remarriage.
Jesus seemeZame

accept d:

remarriag ‘case
of unfaithftiiness (e.g.
Matthew 19:9).

People should be
able to be with
whom they want to
be with, and should
never feel tied to
anyone, even if they
made a commitment.
People should be

free to remarry when |
they wantto /0

NO I'ed it

Hndnitments.

Allowing divorce is
compassionate.

It may be better to be
divorced than to live
in a loveless
relationship.

It may be b~ ter to be
div.  h ntolive

“W o h jh.,anfapitl‘lful or

“wbusive pariner.
Remarrying can be
beneficial, as it
allows people
another chance ata
relationship.
Remarrying canbe
beneticial because it
provides stability for
children.

were committ
(e.g. Matthew
Matthew 19:9)
The Catholic
forbids divorc
churches may
it (however, th
Church allow
the cancelling
marriage, in s
circumstances
was forced).
Certain churc
remarry divor
If marriage is
promise to Go
one’s spouse,
breaking that
God.

If marriage is
be a sacramen
seen as more s
marriage has
so should not
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Activity 7- Nature and Purpose of Family

Possible answers:
1) e  Families are important in the Old Testament, e.g. Adam and Eve had a f::
Egypt as a slave, Solomon’s wives drew him away from God... There a
e Jesus parents are very important in the birth stories at the start of Matth:
after Jesus
e  Jesus travels with his family to Jerusalem for.o as overin Luke 2
e Christians are described as ‘God’s a1 4l “ir . seral New Testament le
e  Ephesians 6:1-4 talks abou* b :ﬂy - .ldren obeying parents and parer:

2) e  Parentsshould'~u: - au care for children

A Lnﬂdren in general and about faith

. Marw ‘peopie feel that children should look after their parents in their o

3) e To procreate, to have children, because God told people to be fruitful i
e  To provide a safe and caring environment in which to raise children (st
e  To bring children up in the Christian faith
e  To care for the members of the family, to love and support each other

4) e  So that children are safe and well looked-after

Because the family provides a basis for a stable society

Because it provides a loving environment for all

Because the human family reflects God’s family

Because Jesus took part in family life, showing he approved of the fam

5) e It provides all-age worship so that families can worship God and live ot}
e It provides Sunday schools to help teach chﬂdren eh ut God and the B
actwmes Ny

Am I likely to contain two parents who are the biological parents of all the chi

Yes Nuclear, Extended

No Single-parent (not two); Same-sex (impossible to procreate without ma
(each parent may have their own children, but at least one has had a chi:.

Am I likely to contain two parents?

Yes Nuclear, Same-sex, Extended, Blended

No Single-parent

As they are, is it possible for the parents in the family to conceive naturally?

Yes Nuclear, Extended, Blended

No Single-parent (needs a partner/fertility treatment); Same-sex

Does this type of family involve extra relatives than parents and children?
Yes Extended (grandparents, etc.) :

No Nuclear, Single-parent, Same-sex, Blende ..~

Does this family contain children who are: ~ /& - usnly unhkely to be relat
Yes Same-sex, Blended (parev“‘ v 2« 1 luren from previous relationships)
NO m

AmI possﬂalv “\m-ﬂ

Yes

No N uuear‘ Same-@ex

Extension — Possible answers:

Nuclear

e  Christians approve of a family with two parents and children
e  Christians may disapprove if the couple are unmarried
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Single-parent

e  Christians may approve if one partner raises their child(ren) alone after a b

e  Christians may disapprove if someone is a single parent due to being prom:
relationship when they conceived, or if they have left their spouse

Same-sex

e  Christians may approve if a same-sex couple have given an unwanted chil

e  Christians may disapprove of a same-sex couple in gener “1 orif they are n
modeis of both genders in their life :

Extended ;

e Christians may approve of families ' «.n ~ os 0 all relatives and helping

e  Christians may not approv" & r . .4embers scrounging off their relativ

Blended

Activity 9- Contemporary Family Issues

Same-sex parents are parents of the same gender — a homosexual couple with c
have children naturally, so they have several different ways of becoming parent
one of the women could become pregnant using donated sperm (they might or
same-sex couple, one of the couple could father a child via surrogate. There are
surrogate could use their own egg or a donated egg from someone else. Only c
allowed in the UK, and there are many laws governing this. Alternatively, sam
children — this is now legal in the UK.

The children of same-sex parents may wish to meet their biological parents wh
difficult (as it is for heterosexual couples who have childre~ - th donated eggs/
: V Many religious peop
iaitch feels that the heterosexual n
L8EX couples are now parents, including so

Same-sex parents are not accepted by evere - in
sex coupies being parents, e. g the a1
society. However, many_x «

‘;h*lg'iribre than one person. Insome cultures it is normal for

Wy omen to marry more than one husband (there can also be gro
and women are married to each other). Polygamy is illegal in the UK, though t
polygamous marriages which have been performed in other countries.

Christians generally disapprove of polygamy. Some Muslims accept and appr
marry up to four wives — providing he can treat them all equally.

Polygamy can result in jealousy of other spouses, and/or in children being able
(if they have multiple households). There may be legal issues with polygamous
recognise polygamy.

However, polygamous tamilies can help to control the size ©° ae population, an
of more parent figures.
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Activity 10- Roles of Men and Women

Possible annotation, and possible alterations and additions to improve the answ

‘Christians who think there should be gender rol
justified in thinking this.” Evaluate this statement. (1

1 Some Christians think t+.& vC 1 Jn nould be subord

Good reference to men because St D>« ic %t itisbands should be in ¢
Mary and her role their wiv. % 1 _sunésis 2 says that woman was crea
' f"'also think that the woman's role is in the

as a real-life T

' . 15 a mothel because this is traditional and becaus
:an important figure within Christianity and she is imp
because she was Jesus mother. 3

Good to give
different attitudes,
rather than just one

point of view

Some Christians do not think that men and women sh:
have different roles in the family because St. Paul said
gender does not matter to Jesus/God ¢ and because Jes
kind to women. 7. 890,11

1) The answer could refer to the term “gender role’ more explicitly in the answ
answer by saying ‘Some Christians think that men and women have differe
that women should be subordinate to men...’

2) The answer could add that St Paul said husbands should be in charge of th
quote it.

3) The answer could explain why woman being created after man was import
a companion for man. :

4) It might be worth saying that in Genesis 1 the i ,f{ent‘ion of man being

5) Itis very important that the answer =~ 1e...¢ the roles are justified! Th

Christian attitude seems just” .« £ ~ s Christians foliow the teachings o

Bibie assign men anrJ M 2 terent roleq

6)

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

differer NG ~-u0d then gender should not atfect someone’s role
7) It would be good to give an example of Jesus interacting with women in a f
Jesus supporting a woman called Mary listening to him rather than helping
tasks in Luke 10:38-42.
8) Again, it is important to justify that these Christian attitudes to gender role
9)  The answer could refer to non-religious views, e.g. gender roles are justifie
differences between genders, or there is no reason for gender roles as religi
10) This answer only talks about gender roles in the family — it could also refer
in the church, and whether they should be allowed to be ordained or not.
11) There is no conclusion, or personal opinion, which is asked for in the quest
marks — a good end to the question would be to say “Christian attitudes wh
Christian attitudes which do not see the need for different gender roles can
Bibie, but I do not think that the Christian attitude th=' ¢ :re should be diff
overall. This is because Christianity is a relig{,m,; it ;e where Jesus is sup
and 50 men and women %hould not }* St pf o itferent roles. Also, Jesu
' ;«tﬁink that the refigious attitude in
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. the word ‘equal’ or ‘equality” into the answer would be go
. understands the relevant terminology, as would using any other ke
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Activity 11- Gender Equality

Possible answers:

1)

2)

3)
4)
5)

6)

7)
8)

Activity 13— Summary: Revision Questions

Not all / some Christians treat women equally to men.

Bonus example: “Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord.
wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Savi
to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to *h * ‘husbands. Husba
(Ephesians 5:22-25 NRSV) (for ‘not all’ Christi > 1. &
Women are seen as spiritually a-neqvﬂ : Th.
Bonus example ‘So God Crea‘:_, Ao de ‘

ort 1 } j ity Chns’uans because of her role as jesus’ mother.
CMH’I‘!S that there is no longer male or femaie

and women were both created in the image of God.
Teaching in the New Testament from St Paul about the different roles of me
in the 21+ century.

Men and women cannot do all of the same things physically. (e.g. childbirth
The Catholic Church has not led the way with promoting gender equality. /
with promoting gender equality.

Possible answers:

1)

2)
3)

4)
5)

6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)

12)

Christians might disapprove of promiscuous relationships, because the Bibl
and monogamous commitment. Christians might disapprove of adultery be
because it may hurt the spouse of the unfaithful persc~. 1d because faithfu
disapprove of homosexual relationships, if thr .4 dr ‘hev are sinful becaus
and cannot naturally produce childre» »
Christians may allow Lontra colh e ause they believe that sex is given fo
and that people shot!? . < . » plan the size of then‘ fanuly
Christiargsi

Chmsﬁam mlght thmk that cohabitation is a bad idea because Louples may b
easily without necessarily thinking about the future of their relationship.
One advantage to divorce for Christians is that it might free them from an u
one disadvantage to divorce for Christians is that Jesus taught against divor
The purpose of the family for Christians is procreation, looking after childre
faith.

A nuclear family is a family made up of two parents and their children (who
Polygamy is marrying more than one person.

Christians might think that women and men have different roles in the fami
wives should submit to their husbands in Ephesians 5.

Christians might think that men and women should be treafed equally beca
and women were created in the image of God.
Christians might disapprove of gender pre]uﬂ 27
not matter to God in Galatians 3. :

3

{isuimination becaus
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