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Teacher’s Introduction

The revision summaries in this series are designed to support your students as they study the OCR A Level
Religious Studies specification, and have been designed to cover the major themes and concepts of each topic
point accordingly. This revision summary supports the A Level Year 2 Developments in Christian Thought part of
the specification.

All students, whether they are academically strong, average or weak, can benefit from a concise and clearly
explained set of notes to revise from, both as they work through the OCR course and also when preparing for
their end-of-course exams. It is recommended, therefore, that students be given each relevant summary after
learning a topic so that they can clearly understand the summaries and refer back to them when needed.
However, the summaries can also function well as a pack given to students in the run-up to their exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

v" Glossary: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

v" Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of
discussion and disagreement.

v" Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic, providing a clear and concise set of notes
that help students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic.

v" Key Figures: An important overview of any major philosophical or theological figures students are
required to know.

v" Key Texts: A set of notes around any important theological or biblical texts students may require
background information and understanding of.

v" Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary
and a way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

! Note: The checklist is presented in question format and these questions would be ideal to set for
homework or revision so that students can build the skills they need in order to progress to longer
exam-style questions.

v" Exam-style Question: A practice essay question with helpful assessment objectives, complete with
levelled mark schemes and indicative content at the end of the resource. These are useful for students
approaching their end-of-year exams or wishing to improve their essay technique on a particular topic.

NB Depending on the figures studied and the required reading, not all topics will have a Key Figures or Key Texts section.

This structure clearly ensures students have not only a grasp on the key themes of each topic, but also a way to
understand their place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries, especially in helping their recollection of key
topics closer to their end-of-course exams.

Note: Please note that the Gender and Society topics in the OCR A Level Course contain some sexist and
potentially upsetting language, which you may wish to review before using with your class. For example, Aquinas
describes women as ‘defective and misbegotten’ and Daly uses strong terminology such as ‘total rape victim’.
Such language is reflective of the thinkers’ views only, and in the case of older theologians represents an era
when ordinary culture was more sexist and misogynistic in its outlook.
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Religious Pluralism - Theology a

e e el G+L |O
2 1 1
Anonymous A term Rahner suggested for people who possibly share th
Christians do not directly affirm him as saviour or 1bso ute path towa
Asylum Seekers People fleeing their home s

in other countrlec

Biblical Realism The viz:

-na\ ot _Liblé is an authentic source of true know

Christomonisza arge levelled at theologians who put too much empha

. salvation, ignoring the work of the Holy Spirit.

Demythold @fiion  The process of analysing the historical Christ and his teachi
built up since his ministry and death.

Dominus lesus A theological declaration by the Catholic Church which affi
its exclusive claim to the knowledge of salvation, while ack
in other religions.

Exclusivism The belief that only one religion is authoritative in teaching

Extra Ecclesiam A phrase meaning ‘outside of the Church there is no salvati
Nulla Salus importance of the Church in allowing humans to achieve sa

Global Theology Hick’s vision of a theology that fairly discusses and weighs
inherent bias towards Christianity or other religions.

Historical Jesus The figure and truths of Jesus that can reasonably be histo
theological truths of faith later affirme~: by the Christian Ch

Inclusivism The belief that, while one re!’ “« 11 ‘jthu itative or true, othe

Inter Faith Network A UKorganisa*c +.» . -to vielp faczhtate interfaith dialog
betwp’r ant r ellglons

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Interfaith Dip"\gu‘i o Q‘;on debate and engagement between different reli
' . ditferences of their teachings.

Kantlan ’ A field of epistemology developed by Kant that, among oth
Eplstemology divide between rationalism and empiricism, positing the ca
noumena to describe the external world.

Multifaith Societies  Societies that have people living within them of numerous,

Nostra Aetate An important 1965 declaration of the Catholic Church aimin
Catholicism and other religions.

Noumena A ‘thing-in-itself’ that exists behind knowledge obtainable

Partial Replacement A model of exclusivism/finclusivism which suggests other re
truth or revelation, but not all salvation or complete truth.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Phenomena The objects that appear to oneself through one’s senses an

Pluralism The belief that no religions hav .. " .. to absolute trutha

have equally valid clairs t /’EF! '

shog ape John Paul I detailing how the Ca
suaer people s beliefs during missionary work.

Redemptoris Missio A 1990 er”,

'9

Scripturag oy ugractice of communal textual analysis used by theologia
\ ~ different faiths to come to a greater understanding about
between their respective beliefs.

)

Education

Sharing the Gospel A 2010 report by the Church of England focusing on the be
of Faith good news while being aware of other people’s beliefs and

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought P
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Solus Christus A Protestant belief, meaning ‘by Christ alone’, that holds o
achieve salvation.

The Mystery of A Church of England report released in 1995 that sets out a
Salvation maintaining salvation is primarily obtainable through Christ

The Real The ultimate reality, truthor Ge it - ¢ >hn Hick argues lies

term is primarily used ta ir ;z'l‘l;é’L ~ g.erreligions, such as Bu
existence of a6 \ - s

Total Replacement if - M msnvqsm 1 where the beliefs of a particular fai

.gions being false.

Exclusivism

Exclusivism in Christianity is the belief that only faith in Jesus Ch

lead to salvation and eternal life. Accordingly, other religions erroneously pres
depending on the form of exclusivism espoused, may well lead to condemnation
Christianity has endorsed a strict exclusivist attitude. This was in great contrast t
as Roman-oriented paganism was decidedly more pluralist in its approach, ofte
religious beliefs of other cultures into its own during the conquest of other lands.

In modern times, the wider range of beliefs many people are exposed to, along
and understanding of the world, mean that many Christians ¢ ‘e reluctant to end
may be seen as intellectually arrogant or intolerant. I,.'ﬁ. 1. 2less, there are so
influenced by Calvinist thinking, such as Hend k ta , »who advocate exclusi
and argue broadly inclusivistic or phoisy ;o

General T’oints
» Exclusivism in Christianity has often been criticised for the implicit idea that
Christ will be punished, regardless of the lives they have led. However, in lin
predestination, many have defended exclusivist theology, arguing that it do
condemnation for those unwittingly outside of the Christian faith.
o R CSproul makes this point strongly, arguing that God does not pun
willingly turn their backs on Jesus as the path to salvation.
o Equally, however, what counts as rejecting Christianity is a contenti
Judaism, which shares many teachings with Christianity, it is difficult
Judaism are rejecting Christ and salvation compfetely.

» Exclusivism generally focuses on the Bible as 7.°F =n ’{anq a source of true
God. Such a view is often referred to 2612 1!;( - ieahsm and many exclusiv

as being the inevitable conclv A ( ne xeptlng the Jesus Christ in the Bible a

o While the Bll" A M tlmes of God's involvement in history, it

ueny exclusmsm in Christianity is often seenastod
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Church, Doctrine and Exclusivism
» Exclusivist attitudes are often associated with Calvin and Luther, especially i
human beings as wholly corrupt and only able to achieve salvation from a fr
o In particular, Luther affirmed the doctrine of justification by faith; th
faith and it is faith ultimately that makes one righteous.
o Many exclusivist attitudes also emphasise the importance of
Jesus as God incarnate and so carrying the 2L ¢ ty of the
divine. It is from this unique role asr ed, 7 setween God and
earth that exclusivists asw“f Wids uivly through Jesus that one
can achieve salvaf X
o Hisalsonfia at \Aitfhln exclusivist attitudes that the
hyt \h an essenttal role in the Christian path to salvation,
s ‘,:e doctrine ‘extra ecclesiam nulla salus’ (‘outside the
CGitirch there is no salvation’) being common.
o This is reaffirmed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, where
it is declared that salvation comes from Christ (the head) through th

Different Mobdels of Exclusivism
» Paul Knitter divides between two different models of exclusivistic Christianit
o Total replacement: This model can be identified within the work of

that, if Jesus is the only path to salvation, then the idea of religion it

inherent value.

o Partial replacement: This model, arguably closer to inclusivism, doe

might have shared partially in God’s revelation and have important

holds that they provide no way to reconciliation and salvation in Go

identified within the position of the Catholic Chur';h.

» Gavin D'Costa proposes a similar distinctica t 5%\ A mfferent forms of Chri
o Restrictive Access Exclu' L A This emphasises traditional Ch
election; that s>" - oAy y comes to the elect, who hear the Gospe

as +“e e Y God.

'.r \(.!:ESS Exclusivism {(UAE): This focuses on Jesus’s atonem
=4 bemgs implying that God may will the redemption of all peo
Jesus or the Gospel,

What is important to note overall is that there are numerous ways of understan
relation to the traditional Christian doctrines of election and reconciliation.

Karl Barth and Exclusivism
» To what extent Karl Barth completely endorsed exclusivism in Christianity is
within theology. Some believe his strongly Christological approach inevitabl
understanding of salvation, whereas others see the possibility of inclusivism
freedom of God'’s grace.

o One of the main difficulties is that Barth does not strictly deny the v

argues that religion itself is human work and contrary fo revelation,

Triune God. ik
o This revelation is a dynamic event sp mg > _fs;Jm"God sent through
Jesus Christ. Where hum2nccc. - d saivation, therefore, is only th

through the Word .. ?{; f_n.~.~~n"se!f, scripture and ecclesia (preachin
o Religion. n1 1 & i s rand, concerns itself with sanctification and |
'Zi?,g i ay 6 understand God. However, revelation is never sens
QM&\“ points of contact with the divine, it is only freely given by
revelation of the incarnation.
o Therefore Christianity is naturally no different in type to other religi
as it is the faith that God has chosen to reveal himself through.

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought P
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Is Barth Exclusivist or Inclusivist?
o Onthe one hand, Christ as the only means to salvation naturally len

of any other points of contact with God suggests that there is little t

o However, it can equally be suggested that Barth emphasises the fre

extent that it is both unknowable who he chooses to be saved and

through other religions. Especially if, as some of his critics suggest,
universalism, it is difficult to argue that oth=r - 4 ions are exclude

Issues with Exclusivism W,
»  Christian exclusivism has b~ 2 rdr, 4 w0 cause conflict and division betwee
religions, as it pren *ﬂ _aca that anyone outside of Christianity is fund

beliefs ‘[}fg 50 ! .asalvation. Exclusivism as a whole has historically bee
fos a = B
and for e version

» Many arg[félthe idea of a loving God who punishes people for simply being
culture is inconsistent. If God were truly benevolent he would will the reco
people, especially if they had lived virtuous lives.

» Critics disagree with Barth’s emphasis on the mystery of a transcendent Go
the natural world. Many would argue that leaves no justification for any rel
agnosticism.

» Other religions do seem to share fundamental beliefs with Christianity. If o
no truth, it calls into question the shared beliefs Christianity has with other
Islam, and to what extent Christianity can be thought of as a completely iso

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought
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Key Figures

Henorik Kraemer

»  Kraemer was a Dutch theologian in the twentieth century, who put forward
Christianity at a time when more liberal theologians were moving towards i

» In particular he was sceptical of the idea that there wers lines of similarity
any religion cannot be divided and compared hv w0 s tuent parts, rath
However, religion is just a human phen-n 2r. \ .::,,z,..,é: only achieves real kn
the Bible, which is alded by tha 7.\ ch = . wie agency through which this k

» Thisforms the baS|s fr) o flas nism and Kraemer affirms a strong theoc

process. it requ;res God’s grace and God’s mediation through Christ to achi
» However, faith is not a completely subjective process, rather through its d
possesses objectivity in facilitating one’s reconciliation with God.

Key Texts

Dominus Jesus (2000)

»  This is a declaration by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith that

» It covers a number of theological issues, but is most well-known for its reit
the only Church to fully lead to salvation through Christ.

» ltalso rejects firmly any religious relativism, while accept'ng ‘what is true

»  Some see this as an explicit endorsement of exch .7~ a. ff_{\/hile the declara
explicitly denied to non-Christians, it desc:ib sf -« as ‘gravely deficient’

to Catholics who follow the Chw” ! t ; o ngs’

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

How has Christianity traditionally been interv et 'd ':;H..,.a‘ic'i'usivist and
why have many theologians mc:ow:rJ SR . this understanding in
the modern era? 0

What are in nstian beliefs that lead to exclusivism?

Why do many Chnstlan exclusivists support the idea of biblical realism?

What role does the Church play within models of Christian exclusivism?

Which theologians are commonly associated with exclusivist beliefs
within Christianity?

How are there potentially different models of exclusivism within
religious belief?

Is the Roman Catholic Church more exclusivist or inclusivist in its
perspectives and beliefs?

Why does Kraemer argue that Christianity has to be understr\od as
having an exclusive claim to truth and salvation? ‘

o

How does Barth believe salvation is me".

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought
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Inclusivism

Overview — -
Inclusivism in Christianity refers to the belief that, although salv

is possikle for other non-Christians to go to heaven and that strict faith to Christ
necessary for a person to achieve salvation. It is often seen as a middle ground
Christians see as contradictory to the idea of a benevol’ . " od, and pluralism,
the objective truths that Christianity puts forwcm:J

Furthermore, it aligns with the idz-. ) s dled for all of humanity’s sins, no
performing good works i J ikle. pCITh to salvation of itself. This is in contra
of exclusivisim wh".' ‘ ~. feu ‘tocused more around predestination and limited
the possi ‘ o oiking system of natural theology, as multiple points of con
could allo¥y ,::I\}cmon through other religious beliefs. There are many Christi
Rahner andirriedrich Schleiermacher, who have advocated broadly inclusivist p
England's position closely leans towards inclusivism as set out in their report The

Key Points

General Points
» Itis possible to see an inclusivist attitude as important when considering Ch
other religions.

o Many Christians would be reluctant to deny the validity of the Old
Testament, as Judaism shares many of its teachings with Christianity
arguably without an inclusivist position one would be forced to adm
some extent, that Judaism is misguided in its use of the Old Testame

o Asimilar issue arises with Islam and tdeas oo ‘ﬁonism The form
regards Jesus as a prophet, and tho e rly , _rch down to Aquinas

incorporated many Greek tac . o jes” ‘An exclusivist would be req
to exclude these e ﬁnﬁ 3 ome extent in their theology to main
the strict heli 7 sniy Chrlstlamty holds the path to salvation.

2 "i‘vi~ Coe afso seen as a more tenable position when engaging in
@,,co dlalogue as it admits the possibility of at least partial trut
other religious beliefs.

Early Church Perspectives
» Some early Church Fathers considered inclusivism within their Christian beli
o Justin Martyr, for example, presents the idea that those who partici
without knowing can arguably be considered to be on the path to sa
o Tertullian also presents the idea that for a culture to deny influence
itself a tacit admission of its influence. Philosophy and theology do
impossible for Christianity as such to argue it has an exclusive mono
been so broadly influenced by Greek and Judaic cultures.

Karl Rahner and Inclusivism o
» Rahner develops an inclusivist understanding .. ar jgnst‘y, with Christ reta
God’s self-realisation while acknowle‘ - ‘ha2dith in him may not be the

o Human bemgs for P*; €, 1 acounter God when they existentiall

bemg During & rhiiuss, ‘one realises that one’s own existence an

v e S i and in this mystery one is exposed to God’s grace a
1&’3\ - still adheres to the principle of ‘Solus Christus’, arguing that it w
plé to be saved through God's grace. However he argues that other
not just Christianity.

o God is revealed not just in Christ as a historical moment, but also in cr
Paul’s sermon in Acts 17 at the Areopagus, where he appeals to the At
therefore, a difference between the human recognition of God as Cre

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought P
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o Rahner treats the pre-history of Christianity, therefore, as importa
developing throughout history towards its final end as God’s comp
world. Christ is the focal point of this historical journey, but is not
experience or have revelation of God.

o Therefore non-Christians can share in God’s grace and develop kno
rejection of ‘extra ecclesiam nulla salus’. He argues people who ad
embodies can be identified as anonymous CL, > ans’ as they are a
without necessarily realising it. :

©  The Church, then, is notsimr .t co.. ﬂunity built up around tho
through its visible <ig 51 g ,ryone who practises ifs teachings a
religions can a2~ 58 poor ethical behaviour and this, along wi

nicr & g the Church, however, still has a duty to proselytis

-rc lssues with Rahner’s Inclusivism?

» While it tries to include the absolute truth of salvation in Christ present in e
other religions from pluralism, it is possible to see Rahner’s position collaps
understanding of Christianity, as fundamentally it still asserts that it is the o
with other religions simply conforming to the grace mediated by Christ.

o Other religions are not recognised for the truths they present inde
simply regarded as unwitting extensions of Christ’s grace. Many ad
may well argue this position is distorting their ideas and is patronis

o Some have argued, however, that Rahner’s inclusivism simply redu
living well. This means that being saved can be seen to have no rel
However, this sidesteps Rahner’s idea that, within those unwitting|
there is the possibility of salvation through implicit grace.

o Many have also guestioned whether the idea of ’anonymous Christ
member of a religion usually requires congzn’ . : questionable w
assent to a set of particular belteff Wi 0L ”,‘ é‘ng aware of them.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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Gavin D' G

» D’Costa argues that seeing only Christ as the path to salvation (Christomon
role of the Holy Spirit.

»  Salvation has to be approached in a Trinitarian manner instead, especially
Christianity is to be formed. Beyond the figure of Jesus, the Holy Spirit ma
means and so other religions may possess truths Christianity can learn fro

» Revelation is, therefore, not completely exclusive, instead it is normative.
can dictate how one should live, but does not possess this knowledge nec

There is the possibility that the Holy Spirit acts elsewhere in history.
»  This avoids the issues with Rahner’s ‘anonymous Christians” and opens oth COPYRIGHT

truths that connect to, but are different from, Christianity. PROTECTED

Key Texts ‘

The Mystery of“x ' Ig

> The Myg ,Zf of o 09
numbei :tra'i belnefs about the afterlife and salvation. g

» In partic.ar It maintained the existence of heaven and hell and the absolut EdUCOtIOn

» However, it equally affirms the universal possibilities of salvation in God an
reject others of different religious beliefs. Rather, their salvation simply lies
beyond the Christian faith.

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought



Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

—

Why have many Christian denominations increasir iy
of inclusivism when discussing truthand - .ix - 92 2

Why does Christianity’s closz
other beliefs stnport. , 4

What was 2, \v &f garly Church theologians on exclusivism

and inciusive®

What is the Church of England’s position on inclusivism as set out in The
Mystery of Salvation?

How does Rahner adhere to the principle of ‘Solus Christus’ while
acknowledging the possible truths in other faiths?

How does the unknown God in Acts 17 provide evidence for an
inclusive Christianity?

What is the importance of the Church in Rahner’s inclusivism?

Why should the Church still proselytise if people of other faiths can
achieve salvation without being Christians themselves?

Why does D'Costa criticise Rahner's theory as being ~ 'z &y :sfisti;:eentric?

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought
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Pluralism

Overview — — - -
Pluralism in Christianity refers to the belief that salvation does

Christ, and other religions also possess equal knowledge or truth about differen
Traditionally it has been a rare belief in Christianity, which from identifying Chr
to veer towards more exclusivist positions. However, with !5'n Hick’s publicatio
Faiths in 1973, pluralism in Christianity has been disc 05 ir. grecﬂer depth, if n
theologians. In fact, many critics have accused | ure. = & nellefs of being little
modern, secular ideas masqueradinr‘f Viin 1 .. : boundaries of the Christian faith

2 .v-ma'r”plurahsm is not relativism, which some crit
. v claims between religions, which are often difficult t
, uhes One important idea here is Tha'r all rellglon is not final.

However Hick himself % -

If they are CI|| pom'rmg to the same source for salvo'rlon, God, then a religion wi
no internal or external conflicts.

Key Points

John Hick and the Groumbds for Pluralism
» Hick initially looks to identify how people come to their religious beliefs and
belief is valid. In particular, is there any way to rationally justify one religion

o He argues that natural theology fails to fulfil this task. In arguments
to dispute any claims made for his existence.

o Rather, the grounds for religious belief come through religious expe
generally involving a divine being, there is no r=*! hal way to discern
religious experiences, which are often 7 a 3:‘(nt #fable orincommu
metaphor or other artistic Iarw 2 ’

o However, Hick conter‘ '

a term Hick Lo .;

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

influenced by subjectlve elements.

Realism, Non-realism and Kantian Epistemology

» Hick explicitly rejects other philosophers and theologians such as Don Cupitt w
that talk of God should only be understood as human experience. Rather, he e
categories to place the source of religious experience as ‘the Real’ beyond hum

o Kant distinguished between the noumena, the ‘thing-in-itself’ or the
existence of objects beyond human perception, and the
phenomena, the things that appear to human beings through their
ordinary senses. ‘The Real’ or God exists on the noumenal level but
religious experience occurs on the phenomenal le sel.

o This means that, while God’s being is inac .. le _world religions
experience him through his causini o h a religious experience,
which occurs as phenom .= F & ruck this explains how different
religions refer teli ‘arscuod or ‘Real’ but have different
intagoret o Fraiat | he is or signifies.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Global Theology

» One of Hick’s aims within his pluralism is to build a ‘global theology’. This
oriented, more balanced, methodological approach to religion and truth.

o To this end he puts forward the idea of a ‘Copernican Revolution” w
compares in this exclusive religious claims as being equivalent to th
system, in which the sun and planets revolved around the earth, w
religions analogously would revolve aroun” t' .+ n, or ‘the Real’.

o This revolution in his eyes shifts th20" sp¥ o ,a, from having a Chris
means Christianity only ex=r ai> her feligions in the light of Chri
ideas they directly .1 ser

o Sincethere’ 4 sa nalbasis to claim Christianity’s accuracy, such

VE " o ‘}51'36 and relations between religions, but also help Chr

)
;L;zu“ “born out of human misunderstanding and the important

Demythologising Christ

» While Hick identifies the divine as being something real, he argues that mu
human perspectives at the time it was written, such that essential truths w
rather than propositional truths.

o Heargues, therefore, in order to reach the core messages of the G
demythologise the stories around Christ. This is a similar project to
focused greatly on scriptural study with the purpose of finding the
possible embellishments made by the Gospel writers.

o These studies indicate to Hick that the historical Jesus did not teac
Christian doctrines, such as the Trinity or Incarnation, which rely on
myths about Jesus’s life that cannot be accurately authenticated in
feachings might.

o infact Hick argues Jesus’s humanity is the &
more morally inspiring than if hr—‘ voer E"d

o This means that Jesus Ch*
Christianity thaf ksl “19 S avof God and the only path to salvation ar

;‘ A _ff;porta nt aspect a

Other Fc ’31 y Jwra.hsm

» Hick's fo e_éuc" EIurallsm has been thought by some critics to fecus too much o
religions. Many contend there is too much disagreement to form a true conse
reality in the noumenal world.

o Paul Knitter instead focuses on a ‘soteriocentric’ pluralism, arguing a p
developed from the shared beliefs religions have about helping one’s
living an ethical life.

o Keith Ward argues that there is no one authentic Real, but rather ther
differently by each religion which inform their interpretations of salva
therefore, fundamentally contradict each other and disagree, but still
sometimes called pluriform theological pluralism, as opposed to Hick’

Criticisms of Hick’s Pluralism :
» On the one hand, critics from more conservative Cf‘ri Ca ‘positions argue t
devalues the Bible and removes its eschatr\lo KA s Jicance, especially w
While cther miracles might be duh s e aré numerous eyewitness an
that the resurrection was = ar e £ «dnd so with faith one should view Je

experier) w be regarded as simple pro;ectlon 1{he process of demythol

completefy and so under Hick’s system undermine his claims for an existing

» Others contend that Hick provides no valid connection between ‘the Real’ in t
experience. Alasdair McGrath argues, for example, that its unknowability ma

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought
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determine what constitutes a meaningful religious experience. Similarly, SM
closer to inclusivism as his authentic religious experiences would not extend t

» Some critics even argue that Hick’s pluralism collapses into exclusivism, as it d
all religious experience and then judges and measures all religions according t
religions such as Buddhism deny the existence of a God or unchanging reality.

Key Texts

John Hick - Gab M0 thc T ; e éf' Faiths
‘dtrasts h|s plurallst:c understanding of Christianity with the tr

9
[
i

0(,0-"- a
L Christianity as the only true path towards salvation.

o However, others have criticised this understanding of religious tho
the various incompatible claims that religions make of God, or as H

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

Why is religious pluralism seen as an answer fo * e
claims of different religions? i

" 5r poting truth

What does Hick claim A i ndry érounds for religious belief?

COlR :
What does §entlfy as the source of all religious belief and faith?

Why mig’nt there be differences in religious interpretations of God or
‘the Real’?

Why does Hick advocate a realist perspective on religious
experience?

How does Hick employ the categories of noumena and phenomena
to understand how each religion may be perceiving the same God, or
ultimate reality?

What is meant by Hick when he argues for a ‘Copernican Revolution’
in religious belief?

What is meant by a global theology, and why Hick does propose itas
part of his religious pluralism?

S

Why, in Hick’s view, does the demytholng ucy - of viifist need to occur?

g idesus support a pluralistic form

How does |dent|fymg the
of Christiag 0

Why mightRgg; : ,...:théologians disagree with the process of
demythologisation?

What problems might there be in Hick using Kantian
epistemological categories?

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought
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Multifaith Societies/Interfaith

Overview - ) ) —
With the increasing ease of travel and communication in the m

forced to not only encounter each other more in everyday life, but also develo
preaching and spreading the messages of their own faith. As such, being a pa
involves being part of a multifaith society and while, f~ - 1 countries, there
major religions existing alongside one cmofher i i 'l' . nuch of its religious h
Christianity.

L

i and Church of England have been pushed
~ay away from possible conflicts with other religions,
‘WL F Towalds social harmony This has not only come Through

Th|s means both the Co*'

potentially dlfflcul'r practices such as preachlng or conversion.

Key Points

How Have Multifaith Socicties Developed?
» Multifaith societies on the whole have increased in number in the modern ag
that contributed to this development.

o Migration: As travel and communication have become easier with
people look to move to other countries for a change in lifestyle and
term or long-term but, with greater increases in education in many
learn and explore other regions has led many people to migrate fro
their original birthplace. :

o Labour, development and the free markﬂ* i '«he _;.gence of more
international trade has also freed ) al: e »ﬂdsg the world, and the
necessity of skilledand '+ v\ 4! ;
pushed peoplp Lo <

fatths to live and work together in more peaceful countries until iti
safe for refugees to return to their own country.

Christian Response to a Multifaith Society
» In the last 50 years especially, many Christian denominations have underta
interfaith dialogue, often through official changes to doctrine.
o Inthe Catholic Church, a number of important declarations have b
published in 1965 by Pope Paul VI, was seen as an important turnin
Catholic Church and Judaism, as well as a number of other religions
Missio, published by Pope John Paul il in 1990, details how Catholic
while at the same time being sensitive of others’ religious beliefs
o The Church of England in 2010 published &7 g he Gospel of Fait
the Church approached preachirg *he go.. * iews while at the sam
religious landscape of Br'* ih e _ticular it promoted four dialogu
religions can coru . aser <, rerher and how those following differ
other's h- g @ -
'Z’i%g Va2 dzalogue of daily life {ordinary encounters and conver
oS The dialogue of the common good {joint efforts to help th
~ = The dialogue of mutual understanding {formal discourse, s
= The dialogue of spiritual life (joint prayer and worship)

gd-
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Other Religions and Interfaith Dialogue
» While there have been many Christian initiatives to promote interfaith dial
other religions’ activities and letters.
o In 2007, 138 Muslim scholars published a letter towards Christian ¢
Common Word between Us and You’. This set out a number of key
Christianity and called for each religion to reflect upon these belief
dialogue and understanding between both e inities.
o Similarly, in 2000, a statement ‘Spzal i T4 was signed by ove
and asked Jews to look at o many Christians across the wor
promote reconcnlr ol

and truth claims, aIIowmg them to enjoy diversity and learn from each othe

o Practically, in any country with different faiths, many people see ef

cohesion and preventing tensions, conflicts and even violence betw

irresolvable differences between their faith and others. In particul

greatly since the Second Vatican Council (1962—65) to improve the

and Jewish communities, and many believe that specific efforts to

especially by Pope John Paul Il, have helped bring these religions cl

o Many believers in interfaith dialogue argue that religions often hav

that a focus on more extreme ends of religious engagement can ob

critics might suggest that many religions are exclusivist in their outl

agreement ignores irreconcilable issues that have led to religious c

o The Inter Faith Network is an organisation set un ’n the UK to speci
between religions through advocacy, ever . ol _ff_}formation.

o Many see it as an important par’r ¢ e ar = am as many Christian

people. While from aser iz’

Chnshans andp=. “ o

Different Approaches to Interfaith Dialogue
» Depending on how one theoretically approaches other religions, and to wh
share truths and insights with one’s own religion, arguably affects the way
conducted.
o Exclusivists may simply use interfaith dialogue as a way to avoid co
converting others, as they believe only their religion has real insigh
o Inclusivists, on the other hand, may engage in interfaith dialogue t
Christianity being too domineering or imperialist. Furthermore, the
shared values between Christianity and other religions, recognising
of God and salvation.
o Pluralists, however, may freely call for criﬁ”%’ . ‘ement of their o
religions have potentially equal mr'gi' A J and salvation. The
interfaith dialogue to deva'c s« . - hai Taith’ or ‘global theology’.

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought
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The Scriptural Reasoning Movement

» Originally confined to academic groups, scriptural reasoning is now a practic
religious groups aiming to come to a greater understanding of each other’s f
communal responses to contemporary social issues.

o Generally it involves a small group of people from different faiths m
specific topic, and attempting to understand each other’s perspectiv.
religious communities have attempted to w5 - w0 wards social issues

o Many basic guidelines are often in vl ze, '+ as focusing on a topic
meeting in a neutral space 2. . :jom'f’g Honesty and openness du

o Some have seen it 0  § ‘,;m;'f:ér.é!; theological movement, rooting

Christianitya 5 4 e"'érw!anguage within a historical context, whe
af o 'A";;;i:scandmg. However, others have simply viewed it as a
¥ individuals but also in the wider religious institutions of a par

» Some theologians have criticised the movement, particularly on whetheritr
in the process of engaging with other religions.

o The neutral approach towards all scripture, studying without assum
misleading within Christianity, which from revelation through Jesus
position towards the Bible.

o However, others argue that such an emphasis on putting Christ first
cause of misunderstanding when engaging in scriptural reasoning, a
when all parties leave out their presuppositions during study.

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought P
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Key Texts

Redemptoris Missio

» A 1990 encyclical published by Pope John Paul Il which deals with how Chris
work while being respectful of other religious beliefs.

» However, it also still asserts Christ as the only path to sah stion and largely
evangelism in the modern erg, in response to ﬂ'm W dsi g number of peo
do not belong to the Church’. v

Nostra Actate 4‘
» An imporf:-”’r dryis ‘g‘ :

Church to atcept truths in other religions is affirmed.
» Post publication, it has been identified that the Nostra Aetate led to many ¢
Christian—Jewish understanding.

Student Checklist

No
What Do | Know? Idea

How have multifaith societies developed and what factc:: o ve
contributed to people of different faiths increasi 5(\ ‘l\ . alongside
one another in the modern World?’ . 2

What has ¢ @CQ e Church of England’s response to the wider variety
of faiths pre¥ent in the UK?

Why have many theologians and religious people seen interfaith
dialogue as important?

How does the practice of scriptural reasoning between different
religions help to encourage constructive interfaith dialogue?

Why have some theologians perceived scriptural reasoning as
emblematic of post-liberal theology?

What issues may there be within modern evangelism and proselytism?

Why have some theologians criticised scriptural reasoni=, . -

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought P
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Practice Exam-style Questio

1. Assess whether inclusivism fairly accommodates religious views oth

In your answer you should: .
show a consistent knowledge and unc'2i ta ol Giof The dlfferen'r ways Ch
interpreted as exclusivistic, ir='u s ¢ 5.0 ‘pluralistic, including:

o the 5|gn|f|ccm'a " mr1 v \_nurch denominations’ movement fowqrd ‘

)
;L;ffu :felem‘ pelspecnves and approaches to the question of whether

P dccommodating different religious perspectives and whether this i

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding i
there may be for appreciating other religious views to Christianity.

2. ‘Scriptural reasoning relativises and flattens Christian belief.” Disc

In your answer you should:
show a consistent knowledge and understanding of the different ways Ch
scripture within the context of multifaith societies, including:
o the significance of analysing the Bible in 1. i 1t of other religiou
o the reasons why theologians disag: ,x_‘ b 1 ‘the way scripture sho
other religious views migh* 2" - ar i Zuence on Christian belief
o different pelsped R, ),Jroaches to the question of whether
reasoning 'y i migve than simply the Christian Church and trad

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Anc "1d 2 cnua're different approaches to the questions surrounding s
reas @uca may be for giving other religions a voice of insight into Chri
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Gender and Society

e e e et G+-L O

2 1 1

Gender Roles The view that there are separate natural or God-giv
men and women.

Patriarchy A system or sy<+,er s *h . sté’te or society in whi
of power ... e “J women.

Misogyny he'f, o ejudlce hatred or contempt against wome

Within theology, a field of feminism that aims to sh
patriarchal or misogynistic and within the Bible and
there is the potential for religious gender equality.

Liberal Ch= o F 1 ° A%} St

Reconstructionist Feminism A field of feminism that argues granting women te
sufficient to erase patriarchal elements of religion o
dismantle and reconstruct the patriarchal structure
enable permanent change and true gender equality

Radical Feminism Within theology, a field of feminism that either expli
gender equality within Christianity, or argues eleme
are required to dismantle patriarchal structures with

Marginalisation The treatment of a group of people, e.g. women, a
of attention.

Mulieris Dignitatem An apostolic letter by Pope John Paul I, published i
Church’s views on the roles and dignity of women a
on the nature of gender wifhi-~ “odiety.

Theotokos Atitle given to Ma v h! ~_omé Christian denomin

The Other

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

A ﬁeld of feminist thought that emphasises the diff
women, and the importance of natural elements of
arguing roles such as childbearing and motherhood
women can achieve fulfilment.

Naturalistic Fallacy The philosophical fallacy that describes the issues w
or bad, based upon its natural properties.

Hermeneutic Of Suspicion A term used by Paul Ricoeur to describe the proces
understanding of the author’s intentions or motive

Diachronic Exegesis The study of the Bible as it developed over time an
observing as it exists in the present.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Sophia The goddess of wisdom, often worshipped within e
paganism. In traditional Christianity she is understo
God’s wisdom, with some identifying her as synony
the Trinity. She featurec = 1, 1. vely in the wisdom
such as Proverbs 2. £ r' s astes, as well as apocry:
of Solor .. ‘o

's Lscrxptlon of Mary as the person, devoid of
us part of the virgin birth.

Total Rape Victim
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Gender Roles in Christian T

Overview - — .
While many Christian denominations in recent years have sough

thought on gender roles, feminist critics still identify many traditional teachings th
patriarchal within Christianity. These have been identified ~icoming from a lon
being largely male-oriented, such that early Churchf <> _gi 1s entrenched the
biblical authors. o

While some have pointed ou* * ~wi € nwiéé of authors and times in which both
Testament were como<t 4 - ponse to this suggestion, feminist theologians ar
broad gergm ot ot the deplcnon of women in the Bible. Despite there
such as D¢ , fn fudges the maijority of the time women are generally portra

Bible, puTrlarchaI ClTTITUdeS of the time have been simply accepted as theologica
fundamental ideas within Christianity itself. Over time, gender roles have been
which may not reflect the will of God and so established woman as a secondary
within many modern attitudes is regarded as both scientifically and morally wro

However, some female scholars have argued for more moderate positions on thes
structures existing during much of the history of the early Church, there was at the
equality of men and women under God. In this line of thought, the idea of gende
incentive towards a radical reconstruction of Christian theology, but rather a prom
light of new realisations about gender and understand its real message beneath i

Key Points

General Points :
» One important consideration when‘s;. ) t. = Slbfe from modern perspec
creeps into one’s |nterpretm‘l G o émple some theologians have argue
Magda!ene may haw oY “Auch greater part in Jesus’s ministry, with th

'/er th|>s process of ‘reading between the lines’ can at times be

apectlves or morals of an individual influencing their interpretati

historically determined from the text itself.

o Oneimportant method that has been employed in an attempt to co
hermeneutics, which, through reanalysing small parts of the Bible w
meaning and context, looks to discern exactly what may be the inad

authors creeping in.

» Critics have also asked that, if people find Christian teaching sexist or wrong
Christian?

o Oneresponse is that, from proper historical analysis, a conception o

of patriarchal structures that mirrors women’s experiences of God a

o Another response is that Christianity is part of the cultural fabric of t

ignored. Elizabeth Cady Stanton made thicn . arguing that, so lo

remained relevant in the world, it is v i “i,,_;, .eminists critically eng

Genber Rolcs in the Bﬂ*‘v

divisior; «Zf >
i @;3\ oughout that Jesus had female followers.

o hHowever, there are a number of problematic teachings within Paul’s
Christian doctrine that there are specific gender roles and even hier

o Ephesians 5:22—23 has often been seen as a particularly difficult pas
subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord’ (NRSV), strongly im
of greater importance than women.

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought P
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o Similarly 1 Corinthians 11:7, in dealing with how Paul argues women’
‘woman is the reflection of man’ (NRSV).

o Feminist theologians have argued such passages have helped contri
in the direct image of God, woman is a secondary or lesser image, ju
Christian grounds throughout history.

» Despite these issues within Paul, there are other passages shich indicate an e
o Galatians 3:28 declares ‘there is no loneer. = -a d female; for all o
{NRSV), which indicates that, unde n at ‘.4 nistorical context, the
New Testament to suges < fu 1 oy of men and women is a Christian

o However, in the e, !ymtatem Pope John Paul Il argues that t
inegserts d-nd'men are the same, simply that they both can

09“

The M D:gmfafem
» The Mulieris Dignitatem is an apostolic letter, written by Pope John Paul Il in
1988, that sets out the Catholic doctrine on the dignity of women, and their
relation to men as ‘equal, but different’. It covers a number of different
themes, looking at the women in the Bible and Catholic tradition and drawin
on the example of Jesus as a promoter of women’s dignity and importance.
o One concept analysed is that of Theotokos (God-bearer) for Mary. A
the person who has been most intimately connected with God in his
she possesses a role only suitable for a woman, as well as symbolisin
the relationship with God humanity should hope to achieve.
o ltalso looks at women as created in the image of God, arguing that
both men and women are equal in this image. Eve’s creation out of
Adam by God was from suitability due to their complementary natu
not due to the primary identity of humankind H' i :g man, or the

O A
ein L ;er ,"or the importance of motherhood and virginity
pi|a,’i>atlon of women and the emascullmsatson of men, ideas

Women in the Early Church

Augustine

» Discussion around Augustine’s perspective on women has varied greatly, wi
Radford Ruether arguing he develops a strong patriarchal theology, while ot
closer to sexual equality than many of his peers.

o The main difficulties occur in his views on the Fall, where humanity
concupiscence. Eve, who was created, in Augustine’s interpretation
made as part of God’s man for humanity to procreate. Women in th
subordinate to man, who was created a deliberative creature.

o After the Fall, however, man becomes ‘master’ o 2r woman and sub
tove but rather through the body. The tr: . -F ‘I relationshipis o

o Ruether reads into Augustme thoni gl th: ‘s'w-Mmisogynistic portrayal o

only secondarily in the 470 A od compared tomen, whoareint

as Augustine st7oo 2 Qe Tr/n/tate ‘Woman, together with her o

Grgm N0t }rl Ahe 18 outs;de of marriage. For Ruether this subordi

Tfag ?m way ‘the patriarchal Christian Church has engaged with q

G of its history.

o However, other feminist theologians have argued that Augustine isn
Ruether makes out. Genevieve Lloyd argues that Augustine actually
rationally equal to men, only bodily inferior, in contrast to traditiona
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Women in the Medieval Church

Aquinas

» Aquinas in many ways builds upon Augustine’s conception of gender roles, i
women’s main purpose as helping with procreation.

o He argues it was appropriate to make man first, to give him the dign
the other hand are created second, out of man. Aquinas argues this
helper, and symbolically complements m2=’s - It as head of the wo

o Beyond how some theologians ha e i el = ud Augustine, howeve
subordinate to man by int-!' ge 1 o .Mian, in being created for a gre
purpose, natura“\ au i my over woman by way of reason.

o This auﬁ"\t to how Aquinas perceives the image of God i

of woman as God is the begmmng and end of every creature’.

o One of his most contentious sayings in the Summa Theologica is ‘W
misbegotten’. Ruether argues this commits Aquinas to a false accou
inferiority both in mind and body, and exposes his deep-held misogy
argued this quote has to be understood in the context of medieval b
a man’s reproductive capabilities, in perfect context, should produc
willed in nature for women to give birth to female children from the

Luther

» Luther, in contrast to Catholic theologians at the time of the Reformation, di
sacrament and argued against celibacy, saying it simply made a person liable
Instinctively this emphasis on the acceptability of natural relations between
Luther may have had more progressive ideas about gender roles. However
problematic teachings he advocates in the light of mor*r“ i feminism.

o Hestill argues that the main purpose of v o ; 1 i for marriage and

~- e inastery of themselves

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

motherhood for women.
o However, he in contrast argues that women are subordinate becaus
bore the brunt of the responsibility for man’s wounded state for dec

Were Augustine, Aquinas and Luther Misogynistic?

» By modern ethical standards it can be easy to identify misogynistic thinking
theologians. However, many argue their arguments have to be understood
theology simply reflects the prevailing social attitudes of their time, then it i

are possibly more egalitarian than they appear at first glance. COPYRIGHT

o For example, other theologians of the early Church arguably took a PROTECTED
Augustine. For example, in the Confessions his rezpect for his moth
compared to earlier thinkers such as Ter’c' 7 ",‘.var 4 Philo, who place

the Fall, his views are more mods=i1te

/“ -

o However, more radical f- . i is1 © u.h as Ruether and Daly point out
simply reﬂect t"" O Aaeir tlme but created theological doctri Eg
thexare sfor mamtammg misogynistic attitudes.

\rn ,ve compared to the broadly egalitarian perspectives of Jes 09
W25 do not live up to his example, instead drawing on Genesis a EdUCO‘tiOﬂ
if there was a feminist message within the Gospels, they either misse
o Some, however, still pick up some good teachings, such as all three’
woman were made in the image of God. Whether such teachings o
they established within Christianity, however, is a more difficult que

A Level Year 2 OCR Revision Summaries — Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought P



Key Texts

Mulicris Dignitaterm

» The Mulieris Dignitatem is an apostolic letter by Pope John Il, published in 1
rise of feminist thought, focusing on the role and dignity of women within t

» In particular it focuses on the roles of women as mothem teachers and dau
containing the essence of womanhood in her rnlf Bl :

» However, it also maintains the importar. e of . 7 pnesthood and femi
reinforcement of traditional ger. . ol & as well as its warning against the
means that it still prese: '« =, i< ad r regresswe views of women.

Loy

Studen ...«.heckhst

No
What Do | Know? Idea

How has feminism, both secular and theological, raised discussion around
the roles and equality of women in Christianity and the Christian Church?

How has feminist hermeneutics and other forms of biblical analysis
interpreted the Bible differently?

Might the authors of the Bible deliberately or unwittingly have
downplayed the roles women played in Jesus’s ministry?

Why do feminists still seek to engage with the BiblP r;"(.. : :*fj:‘m “nt?

In what way does the Bible present W
translated into modern Chrnc*r ‘ :’i‘dw hor

Are there pg

How does t X&g@#ieris Dignitatem address the dignity and roles of

women in the Catholic faith?

Why is understanding the figure of Mary key to understanding the
essence of women as a whole for many Christians?

What does Augustine teach about the roles of women, and how have
modern feminists interpreted his theology?

Can Augustine be considered progressive for his time, or is he responsible
for generating much of the lingering misogyny in Christian thought?

How does Aquinas build upon Augustine’s teachings on the roles and
place of women in Christianity?

What does Aquinas mean when he states woman is ’dp‘*r e

and misbegotten’? il

How does Luther differ in his theolorm

Should ear%\, -'med|evai theologians be held morally responsible for
their theology surrounding women, or have they contributed positive
teachings on the nature and roles of women?
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Gender Roles in Secular Th

Overview - - —
Particularly in the last one hundred years, the traditional roles

have been challenged on numerous fronts. At the beginning of the twentieth ce
began to demand equal legal rights, campaigning for not orly the right to vote
and job opportunities. However, as women began fe e o ' o more prominent
began to identify a more systematic, psycholagi v n* _rchal structure that sim
solve. This was particularly no'rlceable 0o deds of fomlly and motherhood.

with religious inclinations, saw ¢ o ® ‘nj _aujor purposes of a woman'’s life was
traditional reading of thail . d as part of the biological functions that only

g 'S (e under challenge in numerous ways. There were critics, o
argued th ga\f«"‘
equality could only be achieved by eliminating the cultural importance of mothe
the other side, there were those who argued that, while motherhood and repro
a woman, these processes had been manipulated and controlled by male elem
had been prevented from true fulfilment in their lives, both as rational beings a
these strands of thinking naturally oppose traditional theological categories, wh
sought to place women as man’s intellectually inferior helper, and there has be
finding a balance between secular insights and the traditional teachings of Chri
identify different roles for men and women, while reaffirming their equality und

Key Points

General Points

» Compared to the liberal feminism of the early twentie*!, :ntury, much of fe
onwards was concerned with how women car;;; ‘01 3 ‘fuay autonomous, af
and physically denied freedom to exrite Avésina patriarchal society

» Simone De Beauvoir provi mu % sn:pn’at!on for second-generation femin
especial!y with ﬂ*“ i ‘:,»,',J";" Van of her 1949 book The Second Sex.

'\<p YR ideas of how oppression against women had manifest

@,,co 'come so pervasive in society. In particular, it identifies how

women are constructed as ‘the Other’, by a false mystification of th

thoughts and ideas such that their autonomy and freedom is denied
man and the patriarchy.

o Furthermore, she put forward that throughout history women have
tacitly accepted ‘the eternal feminine’: the false view that there are
essential female characteristics that define the purpose and roles of
many women are trapped in a ‘false consciousness’, an illusory and
renders women unable to realise their own autonomy and beliefs.

o De Beauvoir had much also to say about motherhood and family. She
arguing it left a woman ‘riveted to her body’ and allowed her to be do
could perceivably be a time when women would have free choice ove
in their decisions, in the present day sheresai . ¢ ttobearole press
succumbed to rather than chose. Wo sef. fr_, _e Beauvoir, against w
an innate instinct towards F‘E Ae he.a "Motherhood for her, there
choice by the WO =2 AT 2 -

o Herargumc: ¢ v Cled to dn‘ferent thoughts about family. While s

«Zf T G L |dea of motherhood as an essential part of being a

2 ‘3|r |gnores the greater value of reproduction and the creative

ga.\ﬂ‘)‘ r
notherhood itself.
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Naturalistic Feminism

» Naturalistic feminism begins with the idea that there are essential human di

women, biological or innate, such that both sexes not only approach the wo
have different paths to fulfilment.

o Therefore, for naturalistic feminists, the ideal is to find what the ess

explore how this is best engaged with on its own terms, rather than

who have historically defined women’s rol= = = . ature for them. T

experiences of women and determin’ g1 éﬁ,u"‘re essence beneath t

o This means that many nat ¢ s ‘ ”mmsts have identified motherho

unique to women, =~ (1A 1 “uataging the differences between men a

cultivate th + % ¢ aow best to find fulfilment in these concepts wit

O t,, “n particular, criticises De Beauvoir’s theories on moth

';t for the value of children towards women themselves and h

Kather, the focus De Beauvoir places on the exploitation of women

children can be an essential and fulfilling part of a woman'’s life, pro

» On the other hand, there have been numerous critiques on naturalistic femi
motherhood. Ann Oakley, for example, argues that the concept of biologica
upon the ideas that all women need to be mothers and both mothers and ch

o Other feminists have criticised O’Brien, arguing that functionally co
motherhood is misguided as the idea of women being mothers is p
reclaimed as empowering.

o Itis also possible to identify within such arguments the naturalistic f
can biologically reproduce does not mean it is necessarily good.

Rabdical Feminismnm
> In contrast to naturalistic feminism, strains of radical £ aism have sought
‘liberate’ women from the oppressive and pa* wacthi dec]s of motherhood
family. Simply because women poss' nou Ak i to be mothers does not
necessarily mean it is good fc jur 1 7. Jucupy thls role and throughout hist
has been amethodt ¢ i < .men and make them dependent on men.
o Wl b _tune argues in this way that the fundamental origins
22 1 oppress;on are biological and, similarly to how Marx envisi
ié“d) 3
orkers enacting a revolution by seizing the means of productio

e
she argues women should seize their means of reproduction.

o This includes taking control of the process of childbirth. Firestone
envisions in the rise of modern reproductive medicine the ability for
babies to be grown artificially, removing the need to burden the mo
and allowing women to reclaim biological power.

o Furthermore, she argues the idea of the nuclear family is not a natu
phenomenon but a cultural construct developed through societal an
patriarchal needs. Rather than it being the only ideal environment,
are other healthy ways to raise children, and Firestone argues that r
avoid overparenting and eliminate privilege through inheritance.

o All this would aim to remove the cultural differc - ‘es of gender ingra
grow up, leading to a society where ﬂ"“‘f a 10 ;xpectations attac

o However, some feminists d!S?’" = frestovne s suggestions. An
that technology is mer ' v sadto further gender imbalance, a
rety on exten"c = ‘_ ~ aon ‘with women to have children. They co

should take.
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Alternative Conceptions of Family
» Despite Firestone’s redeveloped model of the family being primarily intende
argued that such perspectives seek to move focus away from all traditional ¢
explore alternative models traditionally marginalised by Christian thought th
benefits to children.
o For example, children might be raised in environments with multiple
sex. These are not identified as correct mode . v thin a biblical con

attached to men and women are <! de ﬂe | ». gy arguably are just as
children can be raised withir ~ -

o Many Christians. b4 Ave . nadise such suggestions, and while som

parents, th v At ¢ tore critical of models of family life that str
it omnt to the nuclear family’s success throughout history,
“"sm’ent to raise a child, rather than a shifting array of different
contend that an extended family can easily be formed from a netwo
to societal attitudes about misogyny and sexism (liberal feminism) ¢
women than radically undermining successful ideas about the conce

Christian Responses to Secular Gender Theory

» For the most part, Christian thought has held firm to beliefs about gender ro
culturally many perspectives have changed and generally emphasising comp
secular theory in principle.

o Some have argued that within certain strains of feminist thought the
Christian teaching directly opposes radical feminism encouraging an
society, it may have similarities to naturalistic feminism in emphasis
between men and women.

o However, many naturalistic feminist theories still sppose traditional

rearing, often arguing they encourage na+ A :A'epression of wor:
O
1en lt is mherently wrong or even misogynistic.
@
The Cath erch and the Mulicris Dignitatern

» In Mary, Pope John Paul il saw the archetype of the ideal woman. As the th
motherhood not simply biologically but spiritually, and so possesses a union
is ideally feminine and dignified is therefore exemplified in Mary.

o However, he in particular argues that in reproduction the man owes
that although women are physically and psychologically predisposed
take this for granted.

o Despite this, secular feminists would argue that assigning women on
arbitrarily limiting their capabilities and meaningfully reducing their
with the insistence that women are not suited for priesthood, it still
women are of different rational or spiritual significance to men.

o There are also other perceptible conflicts betweerg Christian teachin
John Paul II's emphasis on the value of vrrﬂ .+ s parate to motherh
extension of patriarchal control over sof. o sexuatlty

o Similarly, fears over the ‘m==can . « "on 6f women would imply to ma
of male |nterpreta+ g oi v Nt feminine, whether or not that correlat

o MarvDalvey ¢ 4 s nis pomt in particular, arguing that women’s i

1};9 3Ik gt et dnstorted by patriarchal elements, such that the free w

QM“ beyond any system of thought that prioritises male interpr
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Has Sccular Feminism Unodermined Traditional Christian B
» Within the political sphere much more emphasis has been given to secular
Christian conceptions, so within wider society it can be argued that Christia
o One of the main difficulties is that traditional Christian teaching dra
perspectives on women, and many critics argue that Jesus’s messa
should be prioritised above views from the Old Testament.

o Increasing historical analysis of the Btble a'ffx e lemonstrated in
teaching may have been moreand m ¢  r i f>cti6n of patriarchal
This can be partmular!y an-l sen “he prevailing morals of historic
put forward inthe "i'we] o
o Neverthele « 41 e also many reconstructionist theologians w
1@9 ne « “'mﬁﬁhas:se the importance of women, both within the

gé\,cmo“ { of God. Whether Christianity is compatible with feminis
iricerpretation of Christian teaching beyond the views of various Ch

Key Texts

The Sccond Sex

» The Second Sex, first published in 1949, is one of the most important contri
the twentieth century. Written by Simone De Beauvoir, it details the struct
women have faced throughout history and why women still struggle to ena
truly free, autonomous beings.

» In particular, it argues women have been defined throughout time as the p
simultaneously held in the highest regard yet demeaned in their capacities

» In particular it argues that, through most of Christian history, both the relig
subordinate women, beginning with the work of Johr. Y Apostle

» Lots of feminist thought, including feminist th i av . s deen influenced b
deconstruction of the patriarchal str .. 0, w.feryday society. It was eve
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

How has secular feminist thought evolved thmu o + :
twentieth century? i .

.-_._./_

505 Lhe pnv:leged ‘Other’

How did De Beauvoir frahf

— g&\f}) y:
How have n&tdralistic feminists sought to frame motherhood as a

unique and fulfilling process within women'’s lives?

Why do naturalistic feminists criticise De Beauvoir for her views
on motherhood?

What criticisms does Ann Oakley make of naturalistic feminism?

Why do radical feminists seek to liberate women from concepts such
as motherhood and family?

What are Shulamith Firestone’s views on motherhood and family?

Is the nuclear family a natural or artificial invention?

How has t} ;oli;: Church responded to these criticisms of
conventional motherhood and gender roles?

Can it be argued that modern secular feminism has undermined
traditional Christian beliefs?
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The Feminist Reinterpretatio

Overview
In line with the developments of secular feminism in the twentiefl

equal rise in feminist theology, which has over time broadly critiqued what have
patriarchal and misogynistic elements of the Church but also of Christian though
have varied as fo the solutions fo this issue. Liberal and r~ - structionist feminis
sought to locate the real, egalitarian Chris’riani'ry v g1 ath the distorted pers
authors and early Church theologians and, . sy ‘1 "€ aimed to produce a ne
female experience as much as it d- . 1e 2o

,;,..faeé'ﬁ more radical feminists who have argued thg
iy wuwed, and the only way to approach religion itself is to
] :rol.é'"rhe deeper underlying truths of faith and spirituality. There
theology Q- u' critical gaze at the Bible from the feminine experience, they dra
still a matter of debate to what extent these are differences in interpretative pr

is willing to argue Christianity potentially embodies real equality for women und

On the other hand. *h « + &

Key Points

Rosemary Radford Ructher
» Ruether is an American feminist theologian, who greatly developed critical a
elements of Christian theology in the 1960s and beyond.
o While her early work draws on the liberal feminist tradition, she late
reconstructionist in her views, looking to redevelop ideas of Christ a
conceptions of their ‘maleness’.

Feminist Hermencutics :
» Feminist hermeneutics was a methoc. 4 2I\,~; emp!oyed by Ruether to an
Christian principles might evi . ce 1. “irom the patriarchy that influenced

o inparticuler, i 4 !

S
29 ok airied from interpreting them a certain way.

o ze’l:ase of the Bible, it can be suggested that its interpretation th
primarily from the male perspective and, as such, Christian theology
benefits men the most within a culturally patriarchal environment.

o Ruether, therefore, considers the Bible a historical document, not th
interpretations are subjective and from a particular context. The tra
such has led to a false symbolic hierarchy of ‘God—male—female” in C

o She argues that her use of diachronic exegesis, looking at how this h
justifies her belief that, from a lack of documented female conceptic
Christian thought, there is room for an overall reinterpretation of G¢
to describe them.

The Historical Jesus and Messianic Expectatics
» Ruether analyses the figure of Jesus, not thml""f\ at ’~hs f traditional Chri
through the Jewish conception of Me"«c Y ow el wiuld more accurately be
time of his ministry. ey S
o However, in oo, fj_“_,,vha:‘t Afnight have been the male, warrior-typ
cte + r 4 of the Jewish population as a figure to liberate th
Tfag L E “radical ‘prophetic liberating tradition’ which took form

6&&\0“
1 rule, criticism of legalistic religious practices and equal treatn

o, -
o Ruether argues particularly that these elements are the underlying a

God within the Bible that had been dressed in the patriarchal traditi
o Jesus in this sense was not someone who fulfilled male expectations

sought to establish a new egalitarian social order that promoted the

[529
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o This can partly be seen in areas of the Bible such as the conversion o
16:13—15). While some critics such as Daly would argue this process i
successful woman by the early apostles, it is also possible to read th
equality Jesus preached within his ministry that might have been typ
Gospel authors.

Jesus, God and Non-essential Maleness %
» If Jesus was this sort of figure, then, Ruether ¢ et 35 s riraleness is ‘acciden
© This means that maleness is -~ il m; itant part of Christ’s charac

used to remforce tracki m_..-ruarcha! hierarchies.

o Ruetheralso. &~ ,1...>|m|larly that God has often been talked abo

Reconstructms God
» Ruether contends that female language was historically used to describe Go
marginalised by male terms and perspectives.

o She identifies within the Jewish wisdom tradition the title of ‘Sophia
metaphor for the Logos before the maleness of Jesus brought forwa
to describe the Trinity.

o Jesus in this way may have originally been a prophet of Wisdom in t
and The Wisdom of Solomon, carrying or mediating Sophia before a
precedence.

o Therefore, Ruether argues the radical, egalitarian Jesus should be sa
and used as the basis for a redeveloped Christianity that equally inc
experience.

Janet Soskice and the Trinity
» Arevised view of God and language i - »

BUT she makes the point that the Trmlty has been interpreted along
dynamics, with the Father—Son relationship. If these male terms are
indicative of their essential characteristic, however, it is important t
recontextualised to include female or neutral language structures.
o However, such a process has a number of risks. One doesn’t want t
of God and Jesus’s relationship with purely neutral terms, but equal
define God as mother, as that relegates women’s essence to that of
o Rather, one should seek to supplement male language with a range
becomes represented by both genders. In this way the grammar an
the Trinity are not limited by aspects of male cultural interpretation,
perspectives and ideas.

Mary Daly gl il
» Mary Daly was an American feminist t~ .~ - an .o described herself in partic
o While her work ml’ua’ o 3 ,A e hbera!/reconstructtwst her later w
the Father in- .a s ane lncreasmgly radical and expressed sever

/ever occur within Christian theology.
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Christianity and Male Superiority
» From the very outset of her thought from The Church and Second Sex in 196
Christianity presents an illusion of gender equality as all being one under Go
from such a theory and prevented from real spiritual participation of self-fu
o This can be seen, for example, in Luke 24:9-12, where Mary, Mary
experiences of the risen Jesus are disregarded until Peter goes to lo
o She particularly contends that God and Je<''s™ . 1. leness are highly
is male then the male is God’. Rather s « A pty reconstructing th
has to get rid of them altere 2 o
o As such she argus‘ L c < radng God and reinventing God not as
_11avVe to embrace the possibility of being in th
1@9 ycie ngpi’ESSIon but realising the possibility of complete self
gé\,cmoﬂ partlcular as the uniquely male saviour, represents the leg
tneology. Whether or not he was egalitarian and for gender equali
needs and views of the present. Christianity, despite his example,
through a ‘scapegoat psychology’ that women ought to be meek, t
has inherent value.

Morality and the Unholy Trinity
» In contrast to the views of traditional theology, Daly argues that morality h
the Bible or revelation, but rather has been constructed by men.

o For women this takes the form of a ‘morality of victimisation’, whil
establishing of male entitlement, giving them the psychological spa
they see fit.

o This concentration of ‘phallocentric power’, as she sees it, gives ris
Trinity’ of rape, genocide and war that Chrlsttantt has both overtly
throughout history. &

o Ultimately, whatever female perfn ct 'e
history, and institutional- . !

Christianitu ar.

Further st;H, she contends that Chrlstlamty in particular is based up
stories, identifying the Trinity as arising from the Triple Goddess fig
African cultures.

o To this end she describes herself within her feminist theology as a *
traditions that had been taken from women by patriarchal Christia

o She in particular attacks elements of Christian theology that make

example, she argues the virgin birth strips Mary of her agency and

person spiritually invaded but giving little resistance. This makes h

vessel exploited within the Christian tradition, and sets up the rest

symbolic fate.

Spirituality and Nature
> Daly developed the concept of biophilia withi /i - r_/
forward that human beings natum”\ oy U)nnecttons in nature, and, for w
connections can bring thew‘ ( Ose .y ue-ing, the reinvention of God.
o However O3 4 a1 es that such spirituality is not open to men, du
«Zf Wi s, which are manifested in the Unholy Trinity.
@;3\ rast to the patriarchal belief system of Christianity, she argu
giorified, and women should look towards authentic, spiritual self-|
and rediscover themselves and their insights in the natural world.
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Can Christianity be Reconciled with Feminism?

» Ultimately, despite both criticising the patriarchal elements, Ruether and D
perspectives. The former argues that the language of Christianity can be re
whole given a new lease of life incorporating female perspectives. On the
hope for Christianity, and a post-Christian spirituality is the way forward, re
the patriarchy.

o Much depends arguably upon the figure of ‘e s 'nd the prominen
argues that its nature, as ‘accidental’  ziV 5. tothe possibility of
ministry, Daly argues his ma' a0 | an (iéver be separated from th
she argues, wheﬂ*',; 85U uv noted women’s rights or not, the en
example is =/ it emphaswmg a slave-oriented mlnd set, si

0

‘,ore for Daly, a male saviour can never save women.

o Srmalarly, there are difficulties within many Bible stories. While Jes
between men and women, the Bible itself is largely still a documen
that end it is questionable whether Ruether can find the liberating
contended that her hermeneutical approach itself is highly specula
argue it is impossible to adequately replace the entire Christian voc
female-oriented terms without losing aspects of traditional theolog

o On the other hand, Daly herself notes she is extremely sceptical of
and religious criticism. But such an approach also leaves her open
myth. Many would argue that, if one extends comparison enough,
traced back to another origin, but the best-fitting context for Jesus’
and not within pre-Christian myth. Similarly, others might argue m
there are central moral elements that are inspired, innate or objec
been fallible throughout history.

o Many would also argue that Daly only foc . . un > small subset of
heterosexual and educated, ign~n g he o of different ethnicities,

may be guilty of allen?ﬂ e ane women she seeks to elevate t
many argue she.

m sve of"‘other religions, such as Buddhism a

uggests that there are no distinct essences that define men
natural!y evil and defective, tending towards destruction and viole
primarily through analysing men’s behaviour throughout history, y
through re-education, and greater significance given to the female
impulses could be extinguished and the spirituality Daly envisions b

Key Texts

Beyond God the Father
» Published in 1973, Beyond God the Father is the point at which Daly’s thoug
and begins to cast aside the belief that Christianity car . :r move beyond i
» In it she discusses the possibility of androgynv e A€ j:;giuat discussions of
renaming God as Be-ing. -
However, in later works she ro..i & !

Jrom this position, towards a recl

Moreaver, it seeks to strip, in dlscusswns of female gender, the male-const

have dominated such discourse.

» This, beyond regressive practices by men, is instilled in language and so, lin
develop new systems of discourse, free of traditional gender constraints.
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

How does Ruether approach the Bible as a h!cto cd‘ 1r‘ 1
cultural document? Y ’

R /_

In what way does Ruethpf
the warrior/regasic®.

How does g&;{fw r percewe the underlying morality in her

historical an@rysis?

Why is Jesus’s maleness accidental and not essential?

How does Ruether approach the task of reconstructing God?

What role does Sophia have in this reconstruction?

In what way does Soskice’s theology and deconstruction of the
Trinity support Ruether’s arguments?

How can women develop their own spirituality in the light of this
deconstruction of the Bible and its authors?

genders within his ministry?

Why does DaEy argue that the e i t - Jn in gender-equal terms

What doe g3 \.ehenvshe argues there is a ‘phallocentric
power wit RS |stlamty and the Church?

How does this power lead to the Unholy Trinity of rape, genocide
and war?

To what extent should women be pirates, reclaiming spirituality and
life from patriarchal structures of control?

How is Mary the ‘total rape victim’ in the narrative of the virgin birth?

Is there room in conventional Christianity for gender equality or does
the whole religion have to be abandoned?
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Practice Exam-style Questio

3. Assess whether Augustine’s theology should be regarded as misog

In your answer you should: = 2
show a consistent knowledge and unders*ar ding “~ tae different ways ea
potentially been sexist and misoy Ju ' thar Thought, including:
o the significance of .4 % v \_nrléncm theology from a modern fe
o the reasora> 2 m oglcms dlsugree cbou'r the way early Churc

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding e
reasons there may be for identifying Augustine as either misogynistic or p
in which it was developed.

4. ’A feminist religion can never have a male saviour.” Discuss. (40 ma

In your answer you should:
show a consistent knowledge and understanding of modern feminist theolo
o the significance of secular feminist crmcmm . ntifying key area
modern Christian theology s =
o the reasons why Theologlo'*
truly feminist religi~..-
o dlfferen'r P2 ‘

Py

«o.x:)gy“, or an abandoning of it for modern feminists

A!I

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Anal’ iéu‘i“‘ evc:lucn‘e different approaches to the questions surrounding r
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Secularism

The belief that religion should be separated from political a

Ego

equal under law, with no special pref‘*:‘ > ces given to those

The orgamsed ratlonal part st t !
one’s percexved re f ,‘

Superego

o, enieal part of the human mind that reflects a
.4 ideals.

The "1, !

© “The instincts and drives of the human mind towards baser p

Wish- fulﬂhnent/

Freud’s view that human religious beliefs (and dreams) are
repressed by ordinary thought (the ego and superego).

Guilt For Freud, an emotive struggle between the ego, superego
ordinary actions and often results in anxiety. It is often pre
in Christianity.

Neurosis An excessive, irrational obsession often resulting in depression,

Totemism The process of worshipping or elevating a sacred object or

Totem-feast

Ceremony driven around consuming, or other taboo acts ar
surviving in present-day thought within Christian communio

Memetics A theory describing how units of culture {(memes) can be re
person to person via evolutionary mechanisms.
God Hypothesis The term Dawkins uses to descn'“ . & neviews as a scien

or non-existence of God.

Genetic Fallacy

Afallacy wher- .~ “h 3 -
prem'< - <tb Loan on the merit of the argument itself.

lief that the world was caused by an act of divine cre

/ “theories about the origins of life and the world are conclusi

The selection of arguments or data for a proposition that d
full possible range of information or perspectives.

Psychic
Determinism

The view that all human mental actions are determined by pr

Illusion

A false idea, appearance or understanding of an ordinary ex
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Christian Thought and Secu

With the rise of modern science and psychology, there have be

religion, and so Christianity, to a series of psychological processes or cultural ins
spiritual to be no more than a particular set of thoughts or emotions that encour
figure greater than themselves for their problems or anx’~ 5. More than this,
figures have argued that religion itself is a socia! ,“',5 e msule not only for a |
progress but also as a cause of confllcr V|c = ce “lr_ “war around the world.

=

Therefore, secularism typicelio ?Jvh; .3'...35‘“3"éeing the world in a material way and

having no scien’rifir o ,,:: A usis’and as of no morql worth. Especially in the ca

g&\,go-' 4
and intelle 4T instincts, one is encouraged to look towards an unprovable God f

many argue, cavses humans to identify such baseless thinking as a virtue and, rath
situations on evidence, encourages human beings to rely on emotions and religiou

On the other hand, there have also been many defences of Christianity from su
the Christian doctrines of compassion, love and sacrifice encourage good moral
itself cannot be reduced so easily to mere psychological properties.

Key Points

General Points
» The majority of Christian theologians would not deny that faith or religious b
rather simply that such belief cannot be reduced purelv * :the physical. On
contend that religlous beltef is best exp!amed P“f A }’-«,{af ;‘::rocesses, without

Sigmund Freud “

> Freud wasgastri= ~ iy
human ‘99 'j)p asa response to their anxieties about the natural world. It
not in tk aé of a false idea, but as a form of wish fulfilment based on ho
su bconsccous!y want the world to be. Therefore, the idea of the universe un
be understood as a fulfilled wish, not as a real evidential claim.

o This wish for Freud has its roots both in the history of humanity and
and experiences of each individual. How it arises, therefore, can be
as a general principle and as a set of experiences and anxieties uniq

o One way of understanding wish fulfilment is as a response to uncon
being repressed by the ego and the superego. Such responses mani
dreams, but also in fantasies, neurosis or even psychosis, and it is in
identifies the religious impulse.

Humanity, Nature and Religion
» ForFreud, religion is the response to the brutality -¢ - e and he points o
as Greek paganism, there is a distinct apor?ci zt“(‘f’i; nature and its force.
o ltisinthe face of uncontr2'l 0.+ o uripredictable nature that hum
to understand anc srp A purtant!y, control it.
o Thisiswhk=:: 5 . ; 4 6f God has its origins, as a being who has pow
TL%@ ha e «eving in him transforms humanity’s idea of the univers
wﬂ&* is identified, humans can find ways to align themselves wi
their fate and saving them from the blind powers of nature. It gives
things like natural disasters, which otherwise humans would feel he
o This alignment, therefore, allows people to feel safe against the see
nature. This safety can take numerous forms; for example, praying
or being assured that one will achieve eternal life after one has died
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God and the Judeco-Chrristian Tradition
» Onan individual level, the wish for God manifests itself during childhood, w
the dangers of the world and is completely dependent on others for one’s s
o Just as, therefore, one relies on one’s parents growing up, as an adu
o This is where, in the Judeo-Christian tradition, the idea of Godasa F
God in a personal sense as the being to take care of oneself as a par
o Therefore, for Freud, the ideas within Chricfic .y, :gabout God are on
wishes one has about the outside 'vo @’ > “per:
psychological motivation o= “ac: o eruf such religious ideas to be t
o Freud contends th=i.n I’t a Ay ‘psycholog:cal experiences or ideas a

& &\,go-' ,,5

Guilt, Chri%t and the Resurrection
» Freud identifies one the overarching emotions guiding humanity to be guilt.
ways, from society to their parents, either in bad moral actions or simply no
result it drives much of human action, often unconsciously.

o In more primitive societies, the death and atonement of Jesus was a
followers. His redemption of mankind was one that many people w
and the consequent Christian obsession with sin is indicative of both
was not in vain and the human need to validate or punish themselve

o Christianity, therefore, both exemplifies the guilt human beings natu
redeem that guilt through sacrifice.

o Freud identifies in Christian communion in this sense, a revival
of the ancient totem-feast. This takes the form of a sacrifice
of something sacred from which the communitv =hsolves its
guilt by alI sharmg in ItS consumptton W‘ ~ 41 js originally

Ch. .as the object of

shared sacnf;ce - L
o However, thiscb- 4 N i sacrlflce sin and guilt is
e s fing) espema!ly when it sits subcensciously in
'm 5 repressmn It often leads to unhappiness and
@ curosis in human beings when they cannot appreciate
the real cause of their actions.

Issues with Freud’s Model
» Despite Freud being highly influential, many of his arguments have been crit
and psychological community. In particular, while his theories provide expla
they generally fail to predict it, and a marker of what makes a good scientifi
describe a situation but also to predict its subsequent behaviour or effects.
o Many religious critics have pointed out that, simply because Freud p
explanation for religious belief, doesn’t mean that there is not neces
this way Freud advocates psychic determinism, but fails to make a ¢
connection between his theories and their causes
o Assuch it can be argued that, if a God dld ""i A +would likely crea
to perceive him or act in rehg(ous'«/a S . bey
reconciliation with his cre~*i 4y 4 1su what Freud perceives as wis

fulfitment in hurm iico 1 %ung wrth its creator.
o Furtherrr‘m S N examples of guilt within Christianity are highly
TL%‘B .“w “mi’:e‘ty of Christian beliefs. For example, Barth distingui
QM&@“ arguing the former is the human-made construct Freud

and salvation in Jesus Christ.

o The rites and rituals of communion are arguably non-essential to Ch
eyes are manifestations of joy in Christ’s resurrection and atonemen
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What can Christianity Learn from Freud?

» While Freud’s models might ultimately seek to undermine Christianity as a v

determinism might be ultimately flawed in its assumption of a psychological
there are possibly things to be learnt from his arguments.

o in particular, it can be argued that Freud seeks to identify the reasor:

actions and it can be useful to Christians to understand when they a

compassion, but guilt and neurosis. *

o This notes that, simply because onsis 4C i)

subconscious desires migh*} < . g actions. As Jesus taught right i

moral action, it caz uai roed argued it is important for Chrlstlans to

Richaro )
» Dawkins Tamously argued against the rationality of religious belief in his 200
not only argues that religion is a delusion compared to healthy atheistic attit
human goodness can be understood without reference to religion.

o He strongly argues as a starting point that it is not possible to infer G
itself, and that natural selection and other scientific theories are sup
concerning the cause of the world.

o Beyond this juxtaposition, however, he argues that the theory of rel
product’ of the way the mind intentionally considers the world arou
explanation, a person will seek to provide answers for what appears
meaningless, even if such answers are wrong or unnecessary.

o This process occurs through memetics, a field of study that uses mo
explain how ideas and culture spread throughout a population. It is,
not with whether an idea or argument is true or f’ Ise, but with the s
people as a whole. o

Religion and Memcﬁcs
» The |dea of memetlcs Pt =

o Chnshamty, therefore, for Dawkins, in being simple at its core with i
command to make disciples, is a perfect example of an idea that eas
on faith also makes it difficult to reject. Followers are taught to leav
in powers beyond their control.

o Therefore, Christianity as an idea is determined to spread, regardles
truths. Itis important to note, however, that such an idea does not
rather that, even if it is not true, one can easily see how its beliefs ¢
There is no mystery to the success of Christianity and it can be unde
social attitudes.

Christian Responses to Dawkins :

> Similarly to Freud, however, it can be pointed out the 1, memetic nature o
argument against Christian beliefs themse‘ve 4 f?_/t gheologlans such as A
Dawkins’s understanding of theolr"ﬂ A !nmted and Dawkins confines h
forward by people such as. 2« vum 3 yaatout comprehendlng how modern th
accommodate surk.:z .

1};9 Sed e merefore while there may be value in Dawkins’ theories

Bl eir faith spread so quickly, there arguably is less to learn in Daw

writch make numerous assumptions about human beings’ psychologic
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Key Texts

Sigmumd Freud — The Future of an Musion

» The Future of an lllusion is one of Freud’s most significant works on religion
as to why it should be considered a false belief system, based upon human

» Itis through this desire for things to be a certain way tha* “he illusion of relig
fulfilment is a factor in one’s motivation for be!féx' A oM thing, it can’t be
to facts about the world, even if the illusin v sk% Strue at some pointin t

» However, critics have argued th- . Aie = guments in The Future of an lllusi
charge of the genetic fe*' . | h-¢ Jtmp!y because one can explain the origin
mean thisg “‘gir i a ,ar.ng on whether the idea is true or false.

Student Chcckhst
No
What Do | Know? Idea
®

What do secularists often seek to reduce religious belief to?

Why does Freud identify religious belief as wish fulfilment and what
is this wish in response to?

How does wish fulfilment arise from the ego, superego D i?

=

sar Condstlon

What does God mean within the human P ol '
for Freud? t ¥

How is God 2cgawic ' ~ 331 Sted within the Judeo-Christian tradition?

wor g
Why does Lnamty play into the mental complexes of human guilt?

How does communion emerge as a continuation of the ancient
totem-feast practice?

Why might Christianity’s obsession with guilt, sacrifice and sin be
ultimately damaging?

What issues are there with Freud’s model of religion?

How might Christianity learn from Freud’s models of human psychology?

Why does Dawkins argue religion is a delusion?

In what way do religious ideas potentla“ i “acf'f,..fo(jghlout a
population according to memeti e 2

Why is Christianity i= 15 * ‘rlc “a good examp!e of a religion suited

to spread %@ ho ! ,‘.:avb‘opu!atlon?

How might Lnnstlans respond to Dawkins’ criticisms of religion?
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Society, Christianity and Sec

Overview — — -
Many critics of religious belief have also put forward argument

both on society and the individual. Often the focus has been on violent, destruc
by religious belief, but critics have also argued that an atheistic position, in its n
a more reasonable position to hold. For Freud, an indivi-:.. s religious reaction
become a repressed guilt that causes them unhar .t &5 « ' bust and at worst ca
leading to immoral and erratic behaviour. .5 sp e aietefore, for Freud, religio
civilised society together under car. - “m i ay iaw, it can generally be unhealth
and also can lead to extre~ - fol~. y.ice “for those outside particular faith.

g&\ﬁ‘)“ ;
governmen®and social life altogether. For Dawkins, while Christianity still plays

religious conflict will still happen and the violence associated with it will never ¢
however, many Christians would argue that people engaging in violent conduct
fundamentally misunderstood the teachings of Christianity itself. In this sense th
responsible for immoral conduct. Instead, the ordinary vices and immoral tende
spoke against, are responsible.

Key Points

General Points

» When considering how Christianity and religion in general might cause imm
determine whether the truth of the teachings and eXIStence of God should p
existence in public life. ~

740 "‘fﬁt.:.NS in evangelism i
Christian faith. f salvation i is Sy ek .imé{‘tlﬁrough Jesus Christ, t
in public life, whether A e,son or culture responds positively

o Onthe other yh&usts the truth values of Christianity are i

~ h\.t.” While there might be an argument for toleranc

',1m‘ p’hénomenon many argue that in fact the opp05|te |s true

o For many Christians, the spreading of *:

o Man\/ people have argued that in the modern Western world there i
secularisation; a transformation of society from having religion at th
making to one where religion has much less power and cultural influ

o Secularists argue such a process is a positive and natural aspect of p
they become more rational and focused on science, technology and

o Religious people, however, may argue that secularisation is a negati
religion from offering insights into ethics and culture to wider societ
life spirituality, which helps promote well-being and happiness amo

o Inrecent years especially, religious figures have argued that seculari
foo materialistic a perspective on life, which not only causes anxiety
but means people lose sight of important quest'ﬁ 3s and ethical cons
and social life. Hi
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Different Forms of Secularism
» While secularists are generally united in arguing for religion having little to n
approaches to this aim can vary.
o Procedural Secularism — this puts forward that religion should not b
society. It is the responsibility of the state to recognise the interests
are religious, but there is nothing guaranteeing particular rights and
o Programmatic Secularism — this puts forw-rc . 3. all state affairs sh
religion being excluded and its infhjer ce ‘»3;‘, ..i“ise"r':l in politics, educa

These two approaches are oft"' 1€ | N of the different value secularists give
secularlsts are more lik ! - ,,_._..cnglon as causing social harm and see its exclu
e G :.:ﬂ secularists might recognise the positive influence o
as it does nd¢ r&\,go-' Dfere with the welfare and freedom of others.

Dawkins and the Wrongs of Religion
» In the second half of The God Delusion, Dawkins argues that religion is respon
attitudes that can be perceived in modern society. Beyond exclusionary attitu
argues that it encourages violent, fanatical behaviour and bigotry against min
o He documents in Chapters 9 and 10 especially a number of example
mental abuse of children by evangelical preachers scaring them thro
issues mentioned that Dawkins claims religion has held regressive at
female circumcision, the criminalisation of homosexuality and apost
access to abortion and euthanasia.
o While cases of individuals acting on potentially regressive interpreta
key social issues might be excusable against a wider background of ¢
argues that religion fostered widespread immora‘zand prejudiced at
the lack of ability for many religious peno ) _ff;sider objective evi

means that, unless religion is rem ve fr public life, social harm v

Dawkins and Christi»j i
» Dawkins’s aﬂaiyc [eal |

e_éuc" Dawkms argues as an exampie that the beliefs within Chr
but have an unhealthy fixation on death, suffering and punishment.

o Heidentifies many stories in the Old Testament, such as Noah and A
argues that beyond how they are religiously interpreted they are br
horrible, even sadistic, stories. Furthermore, there are many crimes
Testament which are thought to be punishable by violent retributio
death. The principle of an ‘eye for eye’ as stated in Deuteronomy 19
not one many people would endorse as compassionate, but it is
prominent through many of the Old Testament’s teachings.

o The New Testament, on the other hand, with its emphasis on the de
Jesus as atonement, encourages a collective guilt within Christians a
obsession with sacrifice, cruelty and suffering, similar to that of cults

o Even teachings such as ‘love thy neighbour’ biog seen distorted to
only apply to specific groups and, He¢ Ate k. ;mphasm on
compassion, the exclusior=r 1.2 _ 201 x_hnsttamty encourages the
treatment of thos~.2 tsic 2 ‘Haith.

o incontract, © “"“*m‘,l.ﬂ’l ,‘_V_.':argﬁé‘s that people have a natural moral sense

1%;9 ips A ;pﬁgsible to identify Darwinian origins for altruistic

QM“ without recourse to a spiritual or religious origin.
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Freud and the Place of Religion
» While Freud sought to identify the natural causes behind religious belief, he
itself was responsible for social ills. For in his view, man was naturally aggre
conventions and organisation in which, throughout history, religion has bee
Freud’s thinking there is a goal attached of explaining religion away, and wit
see various ways in which Christianity might have a negative impact on hum
o The mind’s need for security in religion offﬁn a5 to faith being ex
aggressive and hostile attitudes te an on ‘ ﬂ, .,tde of an individual’s
and conflict. =
o The Christian obﬁf" L \A t Dol and so guilt is one that is naturally p
neurosis. V% ‘e . ‘2iica have functionally hard role in stabilising n
e e can now identify the root of religious anxiety, itis p
®) needed to maintain peace. If this is true, then removing relig
people to be happier and freer in their lives.

Should Christianity be a Part of Public Life?

» If one accepts the arguments by Dawkins and, to a lesser extent, Freud, it is
religion should be kept out of public life at the very least.

o Dawkins in particular opposes teaching Christian beliefs in schools, a
unscientific creationism and encourage indoctrination in children to
context of religious belief. This in turn, Dawkins argues, propagates
by religion, as children internalise potentially negative religious attit

o Others argue that Christianity has historically propped up ethically w
to be a positive moral influence on society. Throughout history, crit
slavery, colonialism, oppression of women and viclence in the Crusa
support of capital punishment.

e} Similarly in the present day, many argup g

<

E o am religion still o

.f‘(_"hurch is still largely ag
Catholic Church opposes. Hi ﬁe s &émg contraception, requesti
medical advancz- 2 Y 5. m_mv‘ceH research. Critics, therefore, arg
e sublic life, people’s access to these important se
ﬁtc o restnctmg the welfare and prosperity of ordinary people
Westem states already enact a strict separation between relig
Church and political state separate, and the argument can be made
ones that encourage harm to those outside of a particular faith, sho
influence on political procedure, which should seek to legislate for t

Should Christianity be a Part of Public Education?

» Inthe UK it is still compulsory for state-funded schools to provide religious e
Furthermore, there are many faith schools across the country which have re
their overall curriculum.

o Supporters of faith schools argue that they offer a distinctive educat
families of a particular religion. Furthermore, they argue that educat
important moral and spiritual values in children, whlch helps develo
welfare in local communities. e

o However, thinkers such as Dawkine, b :'y‘éff" _;'m‘iie\}'ing religious educ
faith schools actually do th2 1 o :,;e. iistead of integrating religiou
further from the g7 ra‘ll . 3cufar society in the UK.

o Furthermnia - _argue ‘faith schools can leave children opentor

1%;9 rly Loy sdentific parts of the school curriculum.

B ‘er, some secularists might contend that religious education s
tong as all major world religions are taught and critical analysis is prc
necessarily grow up assuming that religious truth claims are essentia
claims.
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Christian Responses

» Despite Dawkins identifying and analysing many social ills seemingly encour
have argued that many issues, such as female circumcision, are contrary to
moderate Christians argue that, while they might hold beliefs that do not su
marriage, they do not believe this should entail violence or condemnation a
themselves, as this would go against Jesus’s teachings on rompassmn andn
o Some have pointed out also the contributicn .

to art, culture, philosophy and evens fef. 1 /.
perfect, even secular goverr L .oanu ‘the positives have to be wei
o Furthermore, the 2 SUc\ ) )wﬁs of sacrifice and compassmn are on

auortlon should not have priority or direct representation in parliam

Christian Church can help illuminate whether a particular practice m

previously considered by a secular party or government.

o To this extent also, many Christians argue that Dawkins is highly sele
of religion, ignoring the many situations and circumstances where re
peace and prosperity.

o Therefore, many Christians might see current moral thinking as havi

Christian teaching and so argue that it should still have a role in edu

Are Scecularism and Sccularisation Opportunities for Christi
Ways of Thinking?

» The possibility for a secular Christianity has been posited by theologians bef
from prison for example, expresses doubts as to the m~r | efficacy of religi
) fé ipon the individual

For example, newer Christian-rooted religions such as the Unitarian
commitments to intellectual freedom and religious pluralism. While
argued such groups have abandoned far too much of the original be
may equally argue that the Christian Church has held onto too many
necessarily be directly supported from the words of Jesus himself.
o Therefore, secularisation may mean that Christianity might develop
that recognise not only the truths of the Bible, and Church and tradi
insights of other religions and thinkers, as well as secular critics of re
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Key Texts

Richard Dawkins — The God Delusion

» The God Delusion is one of Richard Dawkins’ most famous books, published
emphatic rejection of arguments for God’s existence as well as its insistenc
illusion, but also damaging as a whole to human societv.3:;d culture.

» However, he does not argue he can disprove God 0 or then considering
always find simpler and better explanat'“r fo V,a..aan] phenomena and ev

» He also criticises many rellgtouf giic & which he argues have the aim of
welt as encouragmg dtv / .en humamty as awhole. it is these echu

consensus'from an increasingly rational society. This means that the moral
from the Bible are simply reflections of the ethics of society at the time rat
truths contained in the Bible itself.

» Christianity, therefore, has not become good or moral through itself, rathe
growth present in human society, realising the natural origins and reasons
actions occur.

Student Checklist

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

No
What Do | Know? e & Idea
f"“i} .‘;; ®
How might religion, despite of*‘e pi N sfig“"pé‘ace, be the reason for
conflict and war in thex et
How have " i Lo of religion disagreed with missionary work
and evange 3speualiy in schools?
Why does Dawkms believe religion has contributed and stili
contributes to violent and intolerant attitudes in the modern world?
Why might various biblical stories support violent attitudes on behalf
of Christians?
How does guilt or neurosis caused by Christianity possibly contribute
to social ills?
Why does Freud identify the exclusionary attitudes of many religions COPYRIGHT
as a possible cause of violence? PROTECTED
Why does Dawkins argue for a reduced role of Chrlsttam?v o |
public fife? é
Why should religion potenhally be ktmt ol :,j)ontfcablm
decision-making? 1 - f9
Q9
Why can dl‘mcultaes be identified in judging a religion simply based EdUCO‘tIOﬂ
on the actions of its followers?
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Practice Exam-style Questio:

5. ’Religion is nothing more than wish fulfilment.” Discuss. (40 mar

In your answer you should: e
show a consistent knowledge and under<*ar 4i '1
have understood religion, includine - =
o the significance of .4 v v \_nrlsncmny and other religions from
o the redser A -y i oglcms diverge or disagree about whether r
o el .~n‘0|Og|CC1| phenomena or causes
1799 \erit penspec’rlves and approaches to the question of whether
Jjél’lbe why individuals look towards religion for answers about

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding t
the reasons critics might have for believing religious belief is little more th
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Liberation Theology and M

-------------------------------------- G4HL | O

2 1 1

Liberation Theology The Christian movement that developed pri
America which uses Mar> and other political
focusing onsoci>' it - '« and a preferential

congregations or groups
.t it sudition to meeting for Bible study,
~ tueirlocal communities.

Ecclesial Base Communities Semi-:iion o

A 2013 apostolic exhortation by Pope Franci
religious and social obligations the Church a
poor and the focus of modern missionary w

Preferential Option for the Poor A Catholic social doctrine which emphasises
example in focusing on those who are margi

Alienation A Marxist concept that described how peop

Exploitation The unfair treatment of someone so that on
or efforts.

False Consciousness A term retroactively applied to Marx, descri

in denial about their exploitation by their em

Proletarian Revolution The revolution by the proletariat (poor) agai
realisation of their exploitation.

Underside of History A term used to descrit » qow the poor have
from politica! f - : wug out the history of t

Orthopraxis s ft.‘,.gdiogg} that focuses on the righ
- dperform in their lives.
Orthodoxy Anarea of theology that focuses on the righ

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I . .
1 removed from their work and the fruits of th
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

- 4 practice Christians should focus on in their li
o0 CEEEE S
e_évc

Capitalisn A system of governance and economics that

should control major areas of trade and indu

Socialism A model of political and social organisation t
trade and industry should be state controlle
greater redistribution of wealth between th

Communism A model of political and social organisation t
state controlled, with workers receiving onl
communally owned enterprise.

Latifundia The traditional semi-feudal system of agricul COPYRIGHT
prior to the modern age. PROTECTED
Structural Sin The sin that is present in and arises as a resu

and social structure -

Reversal

/ "A'non-ordained, baptised individual appoint ‘9
groups of Christians without a parish or loca

Lay Catechist

)

Education
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The Relationship between Marxism
Theology

Overview gm : - —
Liberation theology is a Christian movement that emerged prim

1950s and 1960s as a response to the economic and social ::ppression many p
unjust political systems in those regions. In particular > = a1 ‘}‘sised the ‘prefere
of a social theology, focusing more on the ap»sli atic > i Christian teaching thro
and looking to explore the sources n‘ S ‘3 . .a political and social context as

This led to many liberatioz.. f)r Loy drawmg on Karl Marx as an inspiration.

philosopher cad pot . écust in the nineteenth century who developed idea

would evemually be achieved by a revolution of the worklng class.

Marxist ideas were attractive to those engaged in liberation theology as they
context to the injustice many people were facing around the world. In addressi
but as a situation to be overcome, they provide a methodological starting point
to enact Jesus’s teachings in the modern world and allow those poorer people t
not just in the afterlife. In particular, many liberation theologians argued that t
doctrine had lessened and devalued the figure of Jesus as a liberator in the Go
political context of his ministry and overlooking his passionate call for liberation

Despite these good moral intentions, liberation theology has often been criticise
within the United States at a time when the Cold War meant communism was se
capitalism. Even the Catholic Church at various times has admonished Marxist ¢
as focusing on institutionalised sin, which they argued served as an excuse for im
was that high-level members of the Catholic Church were som:etimes identified a
the poor. However, despite criticism, strains of Ilbercmo {)Iogy have survive
today in academic theology. T i

Key Points

General @b MRs
» Animpc 13:0m’c to initially consider is that liberation theology does not a
over Christian theology. Rather, Marx is used as a methodological tool to de
the ways poverty forms and manifests itself in society. The Bible remains th
can be analysed within a present-day political context.

o Many liberation theologians also identify a Marxist society as closer t

than a capitalist one. The former has a greater focus on community, s

latter arguably supports an obsession with the material and encourag

The Methobdology of Marx

» Marx draws great inspiration from Hegel, who had analysed history as a pro
spiritually complete society. This progression for Hegel occurred through an
antithesis and the two compromising to form a synthesis of theory, culture a

o Marx, however, approached these changes in society from an econo
societies had moved through different politic - a. 4 economic stages
of living and struggles by ordinary ne pie

© Societies as such had begim s | rymuﬂented before moving tow
capitalism. But wh ',, ~af& 3 Dt lmproved upon previous economic
rehed upor % ~,ation of the workers (proletariat) by a wealth

KE L WOuId increase, as the growth rate of capitalist soc

severe economic inequality.
o For Marx, the realisation by the workers of their oppressed status w
revolt, and a new societal synthesis would be formed where everyo
labour and exploitation would be absent from all economic interacti
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Exploitation and Alienation
» Of particular interest to many liberation theologians is how Marx explores th
how human production under a capitalistic economy might naturally lead to

e}

How can Exploitation and Alienation be Avoin-d in Liberatio
» Marx saw the solution to exploitation and alienat' ; ’.A,b‘j_:for workers to ow

For example, Marx argued that any person working for a wage is inh
employer is to make a profit, they have o pay their workers less tha
goods they are tasked to produce.

Therefore, no matter how wages are struct:u ey are always ex
exploitation through wage labour is it {f‘l”i.ii’/..u.;“thé system itself. Th
to an end for employers tor av sfiyand are treated effectively a
human beings wat‘“ 1sire s “autonomy.

Another co:. ¢ addresses is alienation. Many workers in the
Lt o ey Use themselves and so do not naturally find
al their work. They are forced to compete with others
and are denied autonomy in their working patterns. This all
adds up to a person being alienated from the fruits of their
labour and creating a lack of self-worth in their everyday
lives.

Many liberation theologians, especially in Latin America,
identified these concepts in the poorer population. The
traditions of the latifundia, where many people worked for a
wealthy person on their land for comparatively small
amounts of money, fit Marx’s model. As such the Christian
teaching to help those in need in liberation theology became
inextricably tied up with Marxist theaories on exploitation and aliena

- ducto a lack of priests in many regions meaning ‘la
,uﬁién among a parish.

from the Catholic Church as a whole. Focusing on an egalitarian mo
they began to interpret the Bible eisegetically, looking to people’s o
reading of the Gospels.

There was greater emphasis on the social aspects of Jesus’s messag
eschatology as realised within the world. Overall, these teachings le
being more directly involved in their religious belief and practice an
to arise from being within a hierarchical Church.

EBCs also helped organise and implement numerous benefits in loca
development projects to access to better healthcare and education.
Brazil, EBCs, along with Caritas and parts of the Catholic Church, hel
doctors in the 1970s in the region.

However, many EBCs were also involved iz.!n - i, E3|itics often camp
on various issues of corruption an- g vet :‘f" ;.(tal inaction. This wa
with significant confhcts R ) a!vador

While some argie “ t 3 s were not authentic reflections of Cath
emnhasw 1 N éi “attce orthopraxis and community meant that t
Peop!e were arguably better served than within the trad
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Reversal, False Consciousness and the Gospel
» Marx thought that a classless society would only come through a proletarian
workers seized the means of production and set up a system of redistributio
wealth of society and only received what they needed.
o Marx believed the bourgeoisie would not willingly give up their wea
likely have to be violent and involve a protracted struggle by the wo
o However, it was also the case during the time - rriting Das Kapital,
not considered that they were oppre: set. ~ even the victims of str
power. Rather, they simph: '« 1 tiiat the system they were bro
things were. This bt ¢ De - nie’known as ‘“false consciousness’.
o Inorderfo;r @ 4. nw® occur it would be necessary for the consci
L5 Sevel at which they became aware of their oppression

» Many liberation theoioglans advocated a similar revolution to Marx. While t
called for widespread social change through insight from both theology and
o The concept of reversal in the Gospels is particularly seen to suppor
that Jesus has come to ‘free the oppressed’ and bring ‘good news to
20:16 Jesus preaches that the ‘last shall be the first’.
o These passages, along with the depiction of Jesus as a possible socia
support the idea of a revolution as reversal along similar thematic li
poor an example of the sort of liberation that should be sought in th

Capitalism, Socialism and Institutions

» Capitalism is a model of political and societal organisation that discourages s
forward that private interests should control the primary sectors of trade an
also encourages those interests to generate profit as a m=rk of growth of a p
it is this emphasis, as Marx and other Jeft- wing nc" At rorists have typica

o Generally, it has been ar.2 ' - ,,qttmg proﬂt before conSIderatlo

particular struct. v ¥y D.essi
N .wod as the collective sins of human beings formi
3 u n, uenefltmg from the exploitation of others are sinning by

oceur.

o This particularly occurs when collectively sins are enshrined in law.
For example, if one individual is racist, then that sin only reflects on
them, but when an entire country legalises certain forms of racism,
then the sin becomes collective and structural.

o Forliberation theologians, it is not simply enough to tackle or
preach against individual sins, rather revolution or reversal has to
occur to eliminate structural sins from society.

o Liberation theology often argues that capitalism propagates certain
forms of structural sin, particularly economic systems that
encourage exploitation and alienation in ordinary workers and as
such a move to a socialist society, where reis - 5. ‘ion of resources
is greater, and people share in the e rth £ b‘.rety is necessary.

Liberation Theology ar:: "\ 3 Asm

» Liberation theolosic v n & “hare with Marx the belief that human beings ar

1%;9 ‘|r % scdlar from passages such as Genesis 1:28. However, ma

QM&@“ 's work, arguing that theology as a whole can fill in the criti

especially’in its critique of capitalism.

o For example, José Porfirio Miranda highlights the destructive way priv

certain individuals to objectify and denigrate others. However, he alsc
provides a much more radical way of understanding how this process
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o In particular, he puts forward that an understanding of human beings
can explain why some human beings exploit others, and how this lead
o Furthermore, idolatry, and the idolising of the material by human bei
capitalism as a whole and an entrenching of the structural sin it entail
commandment to not objectify God truly followed, this worship of ca
the material would not have occurred.

The Catholic Church’s Response to Lil-.o it ) - J«co]ogw and

» Traditionally the Catholic Church has . eq! deratton theology’s notion o
while there are unfortunate ot v . .ées and systems in the world that th
|dentsfy|ng or attemr i . _.Ae'the structures is the wrong approach.

R - 2 i the view of the Catholic Church, this allows indivi

'ftions The idea of structural sins implies tacitly that it is not i

tintable for sin, rather the structures. For many, therefore, ack
individuals of their sin.

o Cardinal Ratzinger in the 1980s particularly criticised liberation theo
Marx and ignoring his thoughts on religion as another form of social
Furthermore, Ratzinger argues Marxism directly puts forward the id
counter structural sin, which is inherently un-Christian. Instead Chri
betterment of individuals as a response to sin, not encouraging furt

o However, Pope Francis in the Evangelii Gaudium comes closer to ackn
liberation theology, criticising the ‘crony capitalism’ that is spiritually
achieving fulfilment and autonomy in their lives. However, despite si
not advocate revolution, and falls short of identifying capitalism as en

ooy

Orthopraxis and Orthodoxy :

» Liberation theology has often argued that in the Ch-iv 4 Church too
much emphasis is placed upon orthodoxv fth ;f"n;é‘"/f_‘;.é‘).«'ms"'bf belief
and ritual), and instead Christians =k 5u & . mur’é concerned with
orthopraxis {the right kmd' z /act Y cspecnal!y in countries where a
significant number . ";4( o aie lmpoverlshed or oppressed.

o o (RS ‘1opraxis can arguably be seen in Jesus’s
.ﬁ’y, where he not only heals the sick, but calls upon
oiners to give up their wealth and feeds those who are
hungry. In contrast, the depiction in the Gospels of groups
such as the Pharisees are often of religious authorities too
concerned with ritual, purity and observance, which can
arguably be interpreted as an overestimation of the
importance of orthodoxy.

o Some liberation theologians have even criticised elements of the Ca
concerned with orthodoxy, to the extent that they have failed to act

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

world, and even tacitly maintained the socio-economic order that ke COPYRIGHT
impoverished.

© Inthis regard, liberation theologians argue that Christianity has to often PROTECTED
those who are oppressed. Simply reinforcine 2.+ rchy in the Church

capitalism will leave ordinary Christians .t aa 2 'and unable to seek h

> The liberation theologian Gust~. . % #is e en\;;.éloned praxis happening in
o The first act w2, 9';> ‘gmde the poor and oppressed, experienc
sizalin f' 1~ a4 e Hem during difficulties in their lives.
Tfag ‘cc 14 act was then drawing on these experiences in developin
A‘.ﬁgs and ethics come from an understanding of and solidarity
history’. This is a term explicitly used by Gutierrez to describe how t
of representation throughout the history of theology and the world,
the case that theologians do not seek to live richer lifestyles than th

helping to save.
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Leonardo Boff and the Three Mebdiations

» There s still considerable debate on how to fully realise and enact the two
identifies. One theory is put forward by Leonardo Boff, who argues for wh
This would enable liberation theologians to develop what Boff called ‘a new
radical way, not chained by the past traditions of Christianity developed in

o The first is the socio-analytic mediation, which focuses on using th
philosophy, political theory and economtcc *c I nine and analyse
poverty and oppression, focusing rar . d. ! on th

o The second is the hermenﬂ ac lauun whlch argues for using t
in particular the B oo o Justand the experiences of the poor a
for parallel. .t 4l 4€counts to see how theology can also give i

1@9 ty ‘bpf)”r'essmn

w:o“ is the practical mediation, which focuses on action, parti
Communities and groups dedicated to building and developing soc
both the socio-analytic and the hermeneutical mediations help libe
right kinds of positive action to take and enact social change to hel
oppression and difficulty.

o These mediations, therefore, not only provide a framework for und
economists such as Marx can be used within liberation theology, b
central to the goals of liberation theology, such that all academic in
understanding of how it can be used to improve the lives of the po

The Preferential Option for the Poor
» Liberation theology often adheres to the doctrine of the preferential optio
Christians have a responsibility to first care for those who are marginalised
those who are privileged or wealthy. :
o This is often seen as vital as part of Chriqt’,ﬁ.. ‘. .5 0al of justice and
periIeged have the time, space an r. ’m o tind fulfilment in the

aeuc Wne else who has to live a poorer life to ensure the wealth of
liberation theology that, in this unfair system, it cannot be moral to
wealth and means to invest in their religious lives.

o It can possibly be argued, however, that Christianity, with its emph
not focus on one group in particular, even if they are in material ne
Evangelii Gaudium reaffirms the importance of the preferential op
an essential vocation for any Christian to help those in need, and it
are poor who need greater time given to spiritual care, as they will
with day-to-day survival.

The Preferential Option in the Bible
» The doctrine of the preferential option for the poor can be seen to haveiitsr
sided with those who were sick, poor or margina!isﬂ“i F ety instead of th
o This is particularly seen in the GOS“e| sl e fi’hé‘ mission statem

that he has come to brine ‘7 .0 B o] the poor and ‘let the opp

direct affirmation =
o TheParahbli. 1 e’

45T € erence for those who are impoverishe
eep and Goats in Matthew also reinforces Jes
1%;9 gla tac ‘viatthew 25:35— 36, he affirms the goodness of those

o ‘er, there are also plenty of Old Testament examples of the p
Arnos regularly called out the hypocrisy of the religious authorities
Jesus’s criticism of the Pharisees. In Amos 9:10, he even affirms th
who have oppressed the poor, and throughout the book of Amos ¢

rich and the poor in Israel present during his life.
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o Similarly, Exodus describes how Moses, with God’s assistance, frees
leads them out of Egypt.

o Equally, the doctrine of the preferential option for the poor is critica
virtue or that the poor are inherently blessed, a view that, in the eye
as a form of social control over ordinary workers and people.

Reversal, Revolution and Development %
» Liberation theology and Marx agree on the ne; i Ar feSpread revolution a
way of ensuring that the poor and or 4 ¢ .-be free of the economic an
brings. While they disagree c.; , A,_,_qca! methods involved in this revoluti
requires ordmary per.d se thetr economic and social circumstances t
s -latlon theologians often criticise the simplistic emph
Nted by the Catholic Church and other charities. Development
7 both short and long term, through material means such as aid

o in particular, they argue that development only temporarily helps th
and inevitably any aid or money only helps people for as long as it la
capitalism ensuring they have no guaranteed, permanent way of im
realising their own self-fulfilment and autonomy.

o Inthe case of certain forms of development, such as loans to poorer
into long-term debt to wealthier countries, which can at times be us
even simply trap the receiving country into long cycles of debt they

o Therefore, liberation theologians argue that along with developmen
focus also on social change, and an ending of the structures of capit
from being effective in the communities it is attempted in. The trad
Christianity espouses are not as effective at dealing with long-term
structures of inequality that Marx originally identified.

Has Liberation Theology Fully Encac v v i A N(arx’
» While liberation theology has argioh g oo =ss:ul!y crmused elements of Ch
well as the structural sm'; e 9c1e Yot ‘¢an be contended that it does not go
appreuatlon of Ma B
"ar <l ‘Criticism is that the concept of reversal in liberation t
mons of revolution in Marx. While Marx believed workers co
hestill believed that the bourgeoisie would never willingly give up p
potentially be necessary to enact change. The weaker principle of r
which does not want to espouse violence due to Christian principles
change towards a Marxist system would occur without a potentially

o It can also be argued the revolution Marx seeks is an economic one,
liberation theologian’s aims may ultimately be compassionate, the N
more about justice, and these competing ideologies can clash, espec
as a means to an end.

o Lastly, Marx criticises religion as ‘the opium of the people’, arguing i
consciousness rather than letting people appreciate their oppressed
therefore, that liberation theology, so long as it holds onto Christian
fully motivate people towards the reversal ar . rolution it desires.
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Key Texts

Karl Marx — Das Kapital

» Das Kapital is a major text of philosophy, economics and politics by Marx th

economic and social basis of capitalism.
» Itis composed of three volumes. However, only the first 1 zas ever publishe
» In particular, it focuses on the various contradicti b

leading to the eventual collaps=, . - fﬁiﬁ; Jsin itself.
> Since its publication it h=. + . al'; niluenced political theory, leading to man

Marxist fr:w:w; 2 ‘1; 1 been used to analyse numerous other concepts, inc

No
What Do | Know? Idea

How did liberation theology develop from Marxist theory and the
economic/political struggles many ordinary people faced in early
twentieth-century Latin America?

Why do liberation theologians see a Marxist society as closer to a
Christian society than a capitalist one?

How does liberation theology use Marx to develop a critique of both
conventional religious practice and the structural smf thiow fderlie
modern capitalism? %

What are the Marxist concepts o

Why have EBCg

in many C@EB <\ .runities?
ié‘,cﬂ
How are wo™ers possibly trapped in a false consciousness?

Z
%
B
]
)
—
. O
Z
®
O
Be
—<
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How are the Marxist concept of revolution and the Christian concept
of reversal similar?

Why do liberation theologians view capitalism as flawed, and why
did Marx envision that one day it would fail?

What is structural sin? Why does the Catholic Church criticise it as
a concept?

What is the difference between orthopraxis and orthodoxy?

How did Gutierrez envision orthopraxis happening in two stz ges?

What are the three mediations of Boff?

How is the preferential optm"; me c o p055|bly enshrined both in i

| the Bible and Marxist ** 51 . *o 9

Why do lit 119 1t onog|ans criticise the theological support only 09
x-.of‘

for ordinar (g {opment work, and why do they argue social s
revolution must happen for real change in the fortunes of the EdUCOtIOn

poorest members of society?
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Practice Exam-style Questio:

6. Assess whether liberation theology successfully engages with Mar

In your answer you should: o
show a consistent knowledge and understar & * © © ae different ways lib
to develop its ideas on sin, exploit. - I, including:
o the significance of . < y .~ Curistianity through alternative secul
o the reasor-, - . - ayidns diverge or disagree about whether
" 1= ' nto Christian theology
fei 1.1 perspectives and approaches to the question of whethe

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding
theology, and the reasons critics might have for being cautious about inco
Christian belief.
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Mark Schemes

Levels of Response (A Level)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)
The student’s answer will display excellent kno»' > = and understandin

6 strong and nuanced focus on the quest‘. 7 it fil tontain a pertinent a
(14-16 applicable content applied wnf‘* £ 5 1L 7 ssnow a very detailed underst
marks} comprehensive bread*‘* o or t there will be a rlgorous use of techn

substantial ref~. - - .

5
(11-13
marks) ‘%anguage and substantial references to appropriate schofars, academlc opi

The student’s answer will display good knowledge and understanding. It

4 question, and will contain a good amount of applicable content generally
(8-10 on the whole a solid understanding of the relevant issues with moderate
marks) mostly precise use of technical language and a good number of referenc

opinions or sources of wisdom.

3 The student’s answer will display adequate knowledge and understandin
(5-7 the question, contain a fair amount of applicable content and show a ge
marks) issues, though without depth or breadth. There will be some technical la

references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisd

’ The student’s answer will display a rudimentary knowledge and understa

(3-4 addressed the question, contain some applicable content and show a lim
marks) issues. There will be some technical language and a few references to ap:
opinions or sources of wisdom. :

1 The student’s answer will display a poor lfn' i : fe “nd understanding.

(1-2 disregarded the question, contair Ii te p~. .0l content and show a ve
marks) relevant issues. There wil''.c.m 4 1. i technical language and very few r
academic oparlnqn % So'n €T “wisdom.
Level ' Levels of Response (AO2)
g 5tudent s answer will give an excellent analysis and evaluation. It wi

6 persuasnve and coherent argument, with clear, weli-developed and in-de
(21-24 the views presented, and will thoroughly and skilfully answer the questio
marks) extensive use of technical language and significant and substantial refere

academic opinions or sources of wisdom which enhance the answer.

5 The student’s answer will give a very good analysis and evaluation. It will ha
(17-20 pgrsuasive and.coherent argument, wi.th well-develf)ped justiﬁFation and evi
marks) will fully and skilfully answer the question. There will be a precise use of tec

references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisdom

4 The student’s answer will give a good analysis and evaluation. It will have m
(13-16 a coherent argument, with so.me weII-dengoped justiﬁcation.and evidence fi
marks) pertinently address the question. There will be a mainiy precise use of techn

references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions ~r sources of wisdom

3 The student’s answer will give an adequate a2, ¢ d evaluation. It will
(9-12 to give a coherent argument, though it+ 'l ° u« justification and eviden
marks) generally address the quecf'o S Wi ve some well-used technical lan

partly effective refé:¢ LS L ap dxopr;ate scholars, academic opinions or s

2 The studest e A 7 .,a give a rudimentary analys;s and evaluatlon It

(5-8
marks)
1 The student’s answer will give a poor analysis and evaluation. It will hav
(1-4 coherent argument, lack justification and evidence for the views present
marks) There will be minimal technical language and very few, if any, references
opinions or sources of wisdom.
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Indicative Content

1. Assess whether inclusivism fairly accommodates religious views oth

{AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o The inclusivist Christian maintains that Jesuc s a };f’ql.}, and provides the
salvation, but that other religions oy sh e o, L.dve partial insight into thi
o Traditionally, Christianity woo fis u wid to ‘be exclusivist, but recent appr
scripture and revp'q hav i gm;ghted not only similarities between Ch
religions. ki _miuences of Judaism, Greek phifosophy and other be:

o Y

:mer develops a form of inclusivist Christianity, focusing on how tho
szd be considered ¢ anonymous Christians’, leading a life according to th
without realising it.

o Inclusivist views in this way acknowledge that people of other religions co
God’s grace, although living a Christian life is the only guaranteed way of a
reconciliation with God.

o Pluralistic Christians have contended that inclusivist forms of Christianity d
accommodating other religious views and ideas, contending that, if plurali
practice, major religions could be considered to have equal insight into th

o  Exclusivist Christians have equally argued that it is not the responsibility o
unique access to the divine, to accommodate other religious views, and in
the differences between major world religions.

{AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argumen

Students may agree with the success of inclusivism w’. - . e arguments belo
o It would be misrepresenting Christianity t s ‘e ;t lesus was not uniqu
into God and the world, yetitis ... a
religions sharing in imor . ¢ V' A
o It would not ba‘ M "‘k

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

b s .ns'to be saved.

; Jals can experience God the Creator separately to the God of revela
other religions may have partial insight (Rahner, Acts 17 ‘unknown God’).

o The Gospels and the New Testament place a strong emphasis on the impo
virtuous life. It would be inconsistent for a benevolent God to deny salvat
had lived their life according to the Christian ethic without worshipping th

o Acknowledging other religions’ insight into God the Creator is enough to fi
between them and Christianity, while keeping Christian theology and ethic

Students may disagree with the success of inclusivism with the arguments be
o Ifitis possible to comprehend how human knowledge of God and the wor
Christianity cannot claim that Jesus is unique or Christianity has the only p
leads to alf religions being equal, rather than sharing in Christian truths on
o Considering those of other religions to be Rahner’s ‘ananymous Christians
overloaoks their specific views and claims. Argunh ils to acknowledge
importance of religion and sticks too clos’ ;¢ ‘a4 xelusivist understandin
o Itis possible to contend that mr' L fo \io Consider that Christianity,
the unique saviour, mak. . ; 4_,th fundamentally contradicts the view
no possibility ofr . - :ﬂ} 04 (John 14:6, 17-18).
D ,:gnous expenence orients ali religions around a concept
_ithin Christianity to independently claim its sole access to salv
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2. ‘Scriptural reasoning relativizes and flattens Christian belief.” Dis

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Scriptural reasoning is a movement and process that encourages people o
come together, analyse scripture and provide critical tmght from their ow
perspective. ;

o There are a number of guidelines and ul 3 sn .dmg the process to enc
is not intended to be an exerr e ..ndmg common ground.

o Some have argued scrif: u,a v ;-wmng helps build ms;ght into Christian th

o In partlcular it has been argued to contribute to the growing of wisdom in
in the context of inclusivism, in understanding not how Christianity arose,
community relates to other religious communities.

o Many theologians advocate that understanding Christianity from its histor
scriptural reasoning movement helps build such historical knowledge.

o  Some critics have argued that it ‘relativises’ Christianity, with scriptural re
study of the Jesus of the Christian faith, instead subjecting the eternal trut
presents to unnecessary intervention by competing religious beliefs.

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argumen

Students may agree with the quote with the arguments below:

o The only starting point in Christian biblical study is faith in Jesus as the uni
other religions time to criticise and analyse scnptu" ;:iy threatens the ne
Chnstocentrlc way Chrlstnans read the Btb" T 4 .

might read scripture, and £
prevents real Chr"‘ jjj ‘ﬁsi” X

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

G istlémty should be focused on spreading the message of salvation, not
religions to critically anaiyse Christian scripture.

Students may disagree with the quote with the arguments below:

o Many Christian denominations have taken important steps towards multif;
Aetate, Sharing the Gospel of Faith). Scriptural reasoning simply encourag
the Bible from other faiths’ perspectives, and does not encourage flattenin
the Gospels.

o Hauerwas —it is necessary to understand Christian theology in the light of
developed in. Scriptural reasoning helps understand the communal and h
of the Bible, giving extra insight into Christian theology itself.

o What is perceived as relativising is simply realising the potential errors of t
interpreting the teachings and revelation of Christ... . jfptural criticismiis a
appreciating the nuances in the ministry of '2 ds i

o Scriptural reasoning only flattens inh s - . uvat common ground is real
Christianity and other relio’. . - h dog commumcatlon and developmen
of Christian belief e
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3. Assess whether Augustine’s theology should be regarded as misog

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Christian feminist views on Augustine have varied greatly. Some see his th
contributor to misogyny in the Christian Church, otherf argue he was progr
cuitural environment he lived in.

o Augustine describes women as subord ne & @ “'1, r‘, and that the Fall inten
obedient helpers to men. Hoy e, res debate as to whether this sub
physical, or mciudes‘ el s ..“,'et’tand rationality.

© Ruethernotes. i & iy argumg that woman is secondary to man, exce

" 1‘ly v aeds) in the image of God. This idea has persisted through

1‘199 yo.ﬂen are viewed as inferior to men.

?‘3 rémlnist thinkers have argued that Augustine can be viewed in a mor
argumg that he maintains women have spiritual equatity, if they still are na
men.

o Augustine does not equate the mind with male nature, but still identifies re
other attributes as masculine, with women being less able than men in the
arguably presents an unfair dichotomy between men and women that mar
intellect.

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argument

Students may agree that Augustine is misogynistic with the following argume
o Itis not simply the case that Augustine parroted the cultural views of his ti
them with Christian theology and influenced the growth of misogyny withi

Church.

o Any separation of the male and female, where the ~. ' : is prioritised in so
or more capable, is misogynistic, especnall‘ o St .n are described as
men. o

o Augustine purposely chocc wivior L tmnsﬁf both Paui {Corinthians) and G

world view where. 2. - Dif ”aturaily inferior, rather than emphasising m
beins eqi-! i = m ze of God as affirmed in Genesis 1.

ine n JQuaiy overlooks the equality between men and women in Jesu
@}C 5 on secondary scriptural sources to the Gospels to justify his world
b&st comphc;t in the misogyny of his time.

o Broadiy, it can be argued that failure to challenge misogyny is misogyny its

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Students may disagree that Augustine is misogynistic with the following argu

o Augustine was more progressive than many other early Church theologians
who were much more disparaging about women, and viewed them as ratio
physically, subordinate to men.

o There was a large degree of cultural misogyny in early religious views. The
cannot necessarily be pressed against a person who fails to completely cha

o Augustine, in the Confessions, displays a great deal of respect for women cl
mother Monica, an attitude not consistent with someone with a wholly mis

o Augustine maintains that women are spiritually equal — building the ground
become more feminist, even if this was not picked >« ' y later theologians.

COPYRIGHT
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o Some students may contend Augusiin s Wj_ = ynistic by today’s standards
be an accurate measure ~f .- 10 1 suveness of historical views.
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4. ‘A feminist religion can never have a male saviour.” Discuss. (40 m

Q

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

Feminist critics such as Daly argue that it is not possible for women to regai
and autonomy under Christianity, and that a complete split with the religio
Christianity, for Daly, with its emphasis on ob?*"ﬁ : God, leads to a ma
in its followers, from which women cen n ver
God in particular is referred thaiy L cand Jesus as Son; for Daly ‘If God i
is God’ — God therefrwc 1CC\ v “/has to be reimagined as Be-ing, outside
Christianity 2t ¥

: saably has encouraged the idea of separate roles for men
1out hlstory Christianity historically emphasising men as rational le

For Daly, so long as Christianity has a male saviour, men wili feel legitimise
means the Unholy Trinity of rape, genocide and war will continue to be pro
religion that has a male saviour.

For other secular feminists, a male saviour simply means the consistent ‘ot
where the female experience is routinely ignored.

Other Christian theologians such as Ruether have argued that it is possible
equality in the Christian faith, as long as the categories used to describe Go
and the radical elements of Jesus’s ministry emphasised.

o]

€]

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argument

Students may agree with the quote with the following arguments:

Christianity has never managed to shed its patriarchal structure throughou
unconsciously due to the idea of male strength beir«, - inforced by the mal
Maleness as such cannot be separated fro~ fpr..
A male saviour ignores other impar’ ~t s !

spirituality such as natur

religion is to be truiy femic. t ‘le j,: v mcorporate other natural sources

experience or revs s ;
Anymale v - oA qrages vnewmg God also as male, when God should
‘fie o f en regarded as female.

tévC
mdrgmalasatlon of female experience if it contradicts the teachings of the m

Whether or not a male saviour is egaiitarian does not matter, it is only the
less-enlightened men, who will end up viewing his gender as important.

Students may disagree with the quote with the following arguments:

A male saviour can still represent equality, just as a female can represent m
and revolutionary in his treatment of women (e.g. Mary and Martha) and t
most when considering whether a male saviour can be feminist.

Ruether — Jesus directly challenges the first-century Judaic expectation of a
allowed for the possibility of the participation of women in a new Christian
There are no essences that define men or women. Therefore it is possible
patriarchy and form a new egalitarian community under a male saviour tha
female experience. sl
It is possible to have a male saviour but st 4 4ir fj’bg..and a religion in ge
terms. The gender of a male savinu:.i ac i et not essential.

The deveiopment ofthe nota ‘n\ :,wughout history is a cultural or bioIo
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5. ‘Religious belief is nothing more than wish fulfilment.” Discuss. (4

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Christianity has traditionally believed that it is inspired, not just by the wor
prophets and Jesus, but also by religious experience ce:ised by God himself
o Freud argues that religion as a whole, both exr.oi - e md thought, is ares
in response to the natural anxieties hr'm¢ be = .ace in a random and un
o This is both a general prmcmln hen thm anifests in each individual pe
world. Human bemm Lad e un ,1y Craft God as a being who has control o
of the world *t _ochem.

o] o ¥ e N L then try to influence this God through prayer and sacrifi
“gnu'o“] over the forces of the natural world that appear random.
o ~qr’sts often argue similarly to Freud that a rational, physical way of lo

does not require spiritual forces. What appears to be random is simply exp
nature and other scientific insights.

o Other factors influence the way religious people view God. Christians mod
which for Freud is a result of human beings seeing safety in their parents, a
after these parental relationships.

o Religious people, however, argue that it is not possible to reduce religious
psychological phenomena, and Freud lacks real scientific evidence for his vi

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argument

Students may agree that religious belief is wish fulfilment with the arguments

o Freud’s theory explains why religious belief forms from natural phenomena
an unprovable divine being. If there is a simpler, smentlfuc argument it sho
than a mystical one.

o Religion as wish fulfiiment explains why pe-n' #1
over the world, and why many godr ool TG
human beings {e.g. sun, h= 0 41 3 2us, et

'-f'a;f.;:i give sacrifices in o
story have mirrored imp

LA 1 as, etc ).

e} Psychologlcal resesti s - - San ‘how many human actions are the result
progasser. T4 1 saning to suggest why religion cannot be seen in the s

bys a;,.uns such as Christianity have manifested themselves in viole

e uo“ behaviour, despite professing peace, show they are forms of neuro

tlru"ﬁght.

o Itis possible to see certain similarities between different religions that sho
same source; for example, communion in Christianity being a revival of anc

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Students may disagree that religious belief is wish fulfilment with the argume
o Freud’s psychological explanation is unconvincing. There are many aspects
Christianity which acknowledge the ways in which faith is built on reason, a
appreciated that the transcendent Christian God does not intervene agains
o Theissues of the argument from psychology — just because there is a psych
does not mean that there is not a God. It is reasonable to suppose God wo
way for human beings to at least partially comprehend him.
o Rites and rituals are inessential to Christian belief, and Freud is highly selec
religion he chooses to focus on in order to suppor* +i heory.
o Freud’s theory fails to predict how human i
People are not continually anxxow; Vi
numerous other factors .2 L
o There are many b” *7 s hatg, Eg

basicor ngotial
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6. Assess whether liberation theology successfully engages with Marx

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Liberation theology is a Christian movement that seeks to address the pove
many people face around the world, by using secular mlitical theory such a
how Christianity could fulfil Jesus’s cali to help.2iic - 50

o Itincorporates important Marxist idezs s ¢h’ ' pao;tat;on and alienation,
individual people may be exr‘ 1o L ' spnffual {ife by their poor working

o Liberation theology 2! wuc 5 5. ithe prevalence of structural sin in mod
at how mOdF‘f' ) - economic authorities may reinforce oppressio

';meas such as revolutuon are tied into Christian ideas about reversal

nét to emphasise the use of violence in achieving social change.

o) Both Marx and liberation theology see the poor as the ‘underside of history
combination of oppression and false consciousness has prevented them fro
freedom and liberation from unjust systems.

o Some Christian theologians argue that liberation theology takes bits of Mar.
not appreciate the ways that Marxism opposes religious thought, and enco
sinning to exempt themselves from judgement or reflection.

theories that have important implications for the way Christians around th
poverty.

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argument

Students may argue for liberation theology having successfully engaged with

the arguments below: .

o The traditional understanding of sin and p2o cu i \,hrlstlan thought fa
how modern political and economic -\ ‘te ~c wurk. Liberation theology use
Marx simply to haghhght heootd e i caﬁ“effectlvely engage in praxis.

o The preferentnal fainl 290 rinthe Gospels means that Christians a
wave esneoiil mcreasmgly secular society, of helping those affected

"J'n 0 wﬁlCh may involve using Marx.

tévC Seyon theoiogy successfully uses Marx to critique the traditional Christ

dcvelopment showing how reversal/socialism is necessary to end poverty

o The overemphasis on orthodoxy in many Christian denominations is expos
theology and it demonstrates why greater attention is needed on orthopra

theology and Marx can make a direct difference in many people’s lives.

Students may argue against liberation theology having successfully engaged w

with the arguments below:

o Liberation theology does not appreciate the difficulty of reconciling theolo
Marxist thought, which declares religion to be the ‘opiate’ of the masses.

o It fails to deal with the Marxist concept of revolution requiring force or viol
goes against the teachings of Jesus in the Gospels.

o Marx was dealing primarily with economic questioss
concerned with how people morally live th'r i, nousecular issues.

o Liberation theology fails to apprecici= he 54{'_:_ Caities in structural sin — that
exempts individuals from ro. isi 1 tydor their actions if done under oppr

o Christianityisaur’: - 'rrl iun, whereas Marx is only concerned with a p

5t moral ones, and
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o Liberation theology argues it is wrong for Christianity not to open up and le::

o The success of EBCs in many communities demonstrates how the principles i
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