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Teacher’s Introduction

The revision summaries in this series are designed to support your students as they study the OCR AS and A Level
Religious Studies specification, and have been designed to cover the major themes and concepts of each topic
point accordingly. This revision summary supports the A Level Year 1 Developments in Christian Thought part of
the specification.

All students, whether they are academically strong, average or weak, can benefit from a concise and clearly
explained set of notes to revise from, both as they work through the OCR course and also when preparing for
their end-of-course exams. It is recommended, therefore, that students be given each relevant summary after
learning a topic so that they can clearly understand the summaries and refer back to them when needed.
However the summaries can also function well as a pack given to students in the run-up to their exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

v' Glossary: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

v" Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of
discussion and disagreement.

v" Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic, they are a clear and concise set of notes that
help students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic.

v" Key Figures: An important overview of any major philosophical or theological figures students are
required to know.

v" Key Texts: A set of notes around any important theological or biblical texts students may require
background information and understanding of.

v" Year 2 Advanced Considerations: A brief look at how students may incorporate Year 2 knowledge and
understanding into Year 1 topics.

v Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary
and a way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

! Note: The checklist is presented in question format and these questions would be ideal to set for
homework or revision so that students can build the skills they need in order to progress to longer
exam-style questions.

v' Exam-style Question: A practice essay question with helpful assessment objectives, complete with
levelled mark schemes and indicative content at the end of the resource. Mark allocations are not given
by the questions because these differ from AS to A Level. These are useful for students approaching their
end-of-year exams or wishing to improve their essay technique on a particular topic.

NB Depending on the figures studied and the required reading, not all topics will have a Key Figures or Key Texts section.

This structure clearly ensures students have not only a grasp on the key themes of each topic, but also a way to
understand their place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries, especially in helping their recollection of key
topics closer to their end-of-course exams.
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-------------------------------------- G L O
2 1
The Fall The wounding of the nature of men and women after A
forbidden tree, disobeying God.
Manichaeism An ancient Christian religious movement containing pag

particular, a dualistic conflict between light and dark.

Pelagianism

A subset of Christian belief that human beings are not g
are able to freely choose between good and evil withou

Concupiscence

Normally defined as lust or passion, but is often used by
template for all baser human desires and to mean the p

Privation

An absence of something. Augustine regarded sin or ba

Original Sin

The Christian doctrine that all people are born with the

Massa Peccati

Means ‘Mass of Sin’ and was a term used by Calvin to br
of humanity.

Supererogatory

Moral actions that go beyond the call of duty.

Single Predestination

The idea that God chooses or determines prior to creati
who will be saved and go to heaven.

Double Predestination

The idea that God chooses or determines prior to creati
who will be saved but also who will be condemned.

Metaphysics

Philosophy that deals with abstract, fundamental conce

Allegory

The hidden meaning behind a story.

Total Depravity

Calvin’s teaching that human beings are totally corrupt

Authenticity

The philosophical distinction between those actions wh
and those determined by outside influences (inauthenti

Grace

The benevolence and mercy of God given to human bei

Universalism

The Christian idea that every human being will eventuall

St Augustine of Hippo was one of the most prominent early Ch

important future Church doctrines on sin, grace and human nature, as well as d
orthodoxy against the perceived heresies of Manichaeism and Pelagianism. H
been accused of being broadly pessimistic, and his teachings on original sin es
the idea of a compassionate God, invested in the future salvation of humanity.
interpretation of Genesis 2—3 and the Fall as a metaphysical reality affecting
an allegorical tale of the potential of all human beings to morally stray from
his core teachings have survived throughout the years and can be observed as
doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church today.
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Key Points

Background
Augustine was born in 354 CE in Thagaste into a Berber family. His father Patric
and adhered to paganism until his deathbed. Monica, his mother, was conversel:
life, he acquired a liberal, classical education, being schooled in grammar, philos
rhetoric, before travelling to Carthage, Rome and finally Hippo, where he died i
As a young man, he was influenced strongly by Manichaeism, possibly as a resul
death of his friend and his strong interest in the problem of evil. However, on b
converted to Christianity in 386 CE and baptised by Ambrose shortly afterwards
vigorously opposed all forms of Manichaeism and Pelagianism, concentrating o
developing his own theology of sin and grace that denied the natural ability of
people to overcome their own concupiscence.

Teachings on the Fall

» Augustine’s doctrine of sin particularly focuses on a distinctly metaphysical
interpretation of Genesis 2—3 and how the Fall impacted on human nature a
relationships for all people. The Fall is, therefore, identified not simply as ju
or symbol, but also as a historic reality that has a continuing impact in the p

Pre-Fall
» Before the Fall, humanity existed in a state of perfection, with a unity betw
the will of the soul. There was, therefore, complete control of mind over b
o Actions such as procreation were rational, passionless tasks performed t
and multiply’ (NRSV) in Genesis 1:28. Friendship instead was the most im
o Augustine divides between the human will that enjoys oneself and
(cupiditas), and the love of oneself and others in the light of God (c
Fall, when human nature was in a state of balance, after the Fall hu
cupiditas, love of the world, leading to greed and sin.
o Furthermore, before the Fall there was a general absence of lust an
often referred to by Augustine as ‘concupiscence’.

Post-Fall
» Adam'’s eating of the fruit, in Augustine’s view, was a foolish act of pride. The
God'’s creation, and Adam and Eve’s disobedience was a failure in turn to res

o Upon biting the fruit, human nature was wounded and developed ¢
by a weakening and dividing of the human will (akrasia).

o There became a division of the body and soul, with the latter submit::
former. Sexuality, therefore, not at the act of sex itself, is the evil r

o Real love, therefore, is different from lust as it is only
achieved by a denial of selfish pleasures and allowing
one’s desire to be subjugated to God’s will.

o Both sexes are complicit in this. Adam’s betrayal was no
less than Eve’s and Augustine argues both had already
decided in their hearts to eat the fruit. Coercion does not
play a significant role in the Fall.
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Original Sin
» Original sin comes from the Fall. All of humanity was present in the momen
humanity is affected by the consequences.

o In particular, original sin is passed on through procreation so that ev
inclination to sin. This, demonstrated in concupiscence, is an ontolog
the lack of free will for human beings and the general lack of stability

o Humans are therefore effectively born into ‘massa peccati’ (mass of
continually subject to their passions and desires, causing their rebell

o Augustine, however, envisions the existence of what he terms the st
of good, which emanates from God. This is only achievable for thos
grace, and who maintain faith in their lives. Those who fall prey to o
draw themselves further away from this highest good.

Grace

» To be freed from sin and damnation, humanity relies upon the supererogato

bestowed on those who have the capacity and inclination to receive it. This
God’s grace, who are determined to go to hell.

o Humankind, therefore, does not have the ability to freely act becaus

will for Augustine is only free when pertaining to what is good, as a

constrained by desires.

o Grace is particularly tied in with Augustine’s idea of predestination. G

those who will be accepting of God’s grace. Some theologians believe

accepting double predestination, whereby God also determines who w

Original Sin and Human Society

» Augustine argued that it is possible to see the effects of original sin in
society as a whole, where human beings naturally express their greedy
and violent nature on a grander scale.

o Practices such as slavery and war are examples of this
widespread expression of original sin and would not have been
present pre-Fall.

o Augustine further argues that societies are self-destructive
from original sin, unless controlled by a forceful political
authority which reins in the worst excesses of human beings.

o However, Augustine argues the primary focus of human beings shou
society and the world, but rather to look towards eternal life in the

Issues with Augustine, the Fall and Original Sin

» Augustine’s account of original sin is contradictory to the idea of moral resp
once free yet also wounded, such that they cannot freely do good acts withc
almost seems to argue when a person does a good act it is because of God’s
act it is freely done but also a result of original sin.

o Some argue that Augustine’s conception of sin as such
is pessimistic or even fatalistic. If human beings are
completely beholden to their sinful desires, then many
might excuse their actions as simply being unavoidable
rather than work to be better people. salvation

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Revision Summaries: Developments in Religious Thought: Christianity

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




» Evolution and other scientific theories challenge both the historicity of the
idea that humans have a metaphysical or natural inclination towards evil.
may argue instead that humans equally have an inbuilt tendency towards ¢

o Richard Dawkins, for example, argues that a large amount of human
doctrine of original sin as it encourages psychological obsession with

o Steven Pinker identifies the humanitarian principle, which puts for
share a joint moral understanding that unselfishness is the best wa
He argues that gradually over the last 200 years this principle has b
evident, with religious interpretations of sin becoming less prevale

o Rousseau challenges the idea that human beings in a state of natur
Rather society and civilisation distorts the natural instructions tow
within human beings in an optimal state of nature. This means tha
original sin is reflected in human society as it may be instead cause
societal structures.

» Critics have often viewed the idea of original sin as unfair. Why should the
Adam’s actions?
o If the tendency to sin was created at the moment of Adam and Eve
Adam in a state of complete unity of body and will of soul in his na
disobey God? Augustine struggles to explain how he, in a state of
tempted by Satan if he was acting out of pure rationality or unders
o There are numerous present-day debates about the biblical eviden
Romans 5:12, where it is unclear whether Paul is putting forward th
one man (Adam) or whether death spread to people by their own s

Key Figures

Manichacism

» Areligious movement founded by the prophet Mani in the mid-third centu
the main rivals to Christianity across the world.

» It provided a solution to the problem of evil in postulating an evil (dark) po
with a good (light) but not omnipotent God.

» The human soul and the world was where this battle took place, with peop
light and dark within themselves.

» Augustine as a young man took a strong interest in Manichaeism as a soluti
eventually found it unsatisfactory.

» Manichaeans held Christ to be wholly God and therefore unable to have ha
considering the potential evil in matter.

» Similarly, Augustine did not believe the path to salvation lay in knowledge

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

as necessary.
» However, elements of Manichean thought, the dualism between good and COPYRIGHT
in Augustine’s thought. PROTECTED

Pelagianism

» Pelagius was an ascetic who advocated alternative doctrines of free will an
and early fifth centuries.

» Contrary to Augustine, he argued that human beings possess the autonom
freedom gave people the ability to fulfil God’s word and law without his dir

» He therefore also denied Augustine’s doctrine of original sin and that huma
Adam’s sin and the Fall.

» Inasimilar vein, grace for Pelagius is simply the teachings of Jesus and the
perform good deeds.

» Augustine regarded Pelagius’s views as removing the necessity of God in sa
against the saving power of Christ himself.

» On the other hand, Pelagius regarded original sin as fatalistic and giving Ch
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Calvin and Total Depravity

» Leading on from Augustine’s concept of original sin, Calvin put forward an ev
nature, arguing all human actions, even ones that seem morally good, are tai

» All good in turn comes from God only and even things such as compassiona
place of human egoism.

» Many also believe that entails predestination and an even stronger commit
beings are not really free in their actions. They choose between alternatives
moral decisions.

Sartre and Human Existence

» In contrast to Augustine, Sartre denies that humans have a specific nature.
precedes essence.

» This means that human beings, while born with biological dispositions, are
or truth about the way they should act.

» Therefore, humans are radically free and not tainted by concepts such as or
be judged is in how ‘authentic’ they are, that is, how much one freely and k
responsibility for them.

Barth and Grace
» One particular criticism some theologians have made of Augustine’s idea of
God is that it implies double predestination. God knows who possesses the
so knows equally who will be damned along with those who will be saved.
o Counter to this, Karl Barth presents a more Christological view on g
and election of mankind have already taken place through the savin
He also disagrees with a knowable or comprehensible idea of the re
that any system based on election or salvation is placing artificial li
o Some critics have argued that Barth is advocating universalism, that
but in response he points out he is simply arguing that God'’s grace ul::
human beings are not in the position to know or deny whether univ
o Therefore, Augustine’s idea of grace is countered by an appeal to th
actions. If they are undertaken from God’s will then human beings
will be saved, let alone to what extent. All they can do is have faith
through Christ as God’s son.

Key Texts

Romans 7:15-20
This passage is often seen as particularly important in providing biblical support for
writes in verse 18:

For | know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. | can w.
(NRSV)

This not only supports the idea that there is a distinct part of human nature thatis f
concept of akrasia; that although human beings will to do good things, their weakn
acting on their good impulses.
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Year 2 — Adovanced Considverations

Liberation Theology
Can the idea of original sin be
adapted within the idea of
Christ or God as a liberator?
Original sin can be argued in
a political way to be the
natural, human, sinful
response to the social
structures that keep them in
poverty and sin. Human
beings as such are
predisposed to sin, notin a
metaphysical way, butina
real, coerced way by the
harsh conditions and unequal
political structures of wider
society. What issues might
there be with such an
interpretation?

Feminist Theology
Feminist theologians have identified
Christian ideas of sin as often being
contained within patriarchal
structures limiting the self-liberation
of women within the Christian faith.
Daly even describes original sin as an
internalisation of her guilt.

Many critics have also seen
Augustine’s judgements on sexuality
as a reflection of the secondary
status of women in relation to male
desire. Can an objective idea of
sexuality and original sin be
developed within Augustinian
thought without recourse to male-
centred ideas of sin and desire?
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

How did Augustine’s background shape his theological beliefs?

What is Manichaeism and how did it potentially influence Augustine?

What is the difference between humanity pre- and post-Fall under
Augustine’s theology?

How does Augustine employ the concept of concupiscence to
develop ideas about human sin?

What is original sin and how is it present in every newborn person?

How does original sin impact on human societies and civilisation as
a whole?

What is the significance of God’s grace in Augustine’s teachings on sin?

Do Augustine’s ideas about sin lead him into accepting double
predestination?

Why did Augustine oppose Pelagianism?

What are a number of potential theological and philosophical issues
in Augustine’s thought?

How does Calvin build upon Augustine’s theology?

How does Augustine’s theology compare to modern-day
philosophical conceptions of human nature?

Why does Barth emphasise the freedom of God and its implications
on predestination and salvation?

(Year 2) Can Augustine’s ideas around sexuality, concupiscence and
original sin be reformulated within feminist theological structures?

(Year 2) Do Augustine’s ideas around original sin cause Christianity to
have an obsession with sin and guilt, leading it possibly towards
encouraging exclusionary violence?
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1. ‘Augustine presents an overly pessimistic view of human nature.’

In your answer you should:

show a consistent knowledge and understanding of Augustine’s thought, in
o  the significance of his works in influencing modern theology, societ
o the reasons why other philosophers and theologians diverge from
o different perspectives and approaches to the questions surroundin

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding h
means, and whether Augustine’s thought on original sin is too pessimistic.
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Death and the Afterlife

____________________ GHL | O

2 1 1

Kingdom of God A varied Christian term that has often been used to
judgement and eschatological events.

Parousia Greek word meaning ‘arrival’ and used to refer to t
returning to earth.

Empyrean The highest part of heaven, where God resides, in

Beatific Vision The moment when a person directly communicate
Often thought to be the moment of salvation for a

Theosis The process whereby a human being becomes divi

Eschatology Theological teaching and doctrine associated with

The Parable of the Sheep A parable in the Gospel of Matthew widely interpre

and Goats correct moral life and God’s judgement of humanit

Second Coming

A belief that Christ will one day return to earth.

Particular Judgement

The individual judgement by God a person undergo

General Judgement

The judgement of all humanity that will occur on th
to earth.

Millenarianism

Abelief in some Christian groups that there will be
year age of the Kingdom of God before or after Ch

Preterism A theological view that the prophecies of Revelation

The Divine Comedy An epic, allegorical poem by Dante Alighieri about
and heaven before finally meeting God.

Recidivism The tendency for someone to recommit a sin or cri

Apostasy The renunciation of or leaving from a religion or se

Sheol The Hebrew word for hades and sometimes transla

Hades A Greek word, generally thought to refer to the ab
souls of humans go after death.

Gehenna A Greek word commonly translated as ‘hell’ in the
descriptions in the New Testament.

Predestination The idea that God chooses or determines the cours

Contrapasso The ironic punishment souls undergo in Dante’s Inf

Purgatory Often translated as ‘purification’, the place where i
of sin and prepared to ascend to heaven.

Election The doctrine that God chooses particular people to

Limited Election

The idea that God only chooses to save a select nu

Unlimited Election

The idea that God grants all human beings the pos
all are saved.

Principle of
Accommodation

The idea that God manifests himself only in ways th
of humanity.

Universalism

The Christian doctrine that all human beings will ev
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Christian Teaching on Hez

Overview - - -
While there have been numerous different conceptions of hea

point of convergence is that it is always the place where God, or the Kingdom
generally seen as the place for those who have done good deeds and kept up
lives. However, how heaven has been conceived has varied greatly. Some se
the coming of the general resurrection and establishing of the New Jerusalem
as the point where one is reconciled with God and achieves eternal life. Acros
thought to have been: a physical place; a state of mind; a moral symbol; a ne
realm of divinity. Overall, therefore, it is important to separate the physical ¢
eschatological or theological purpose, at the same fime considering how langu
metaphorically in the descriptions given of it.

Key Points

General Points
» Heaven is generally seen as somewhere transcendent from earth, where G
Christians have less commonly seen it as a symbol or representation of a fu
o How one interprets heaven depends greatly on how one envisions
of God’ in the Gospels.
o Parousia means ‘arrival’ in Greek and is the term used to describe
coming of the Kingdom of God.
o Different denominations have approached the process of entering
it occurs at the moment of death, others at a general judgement a
o Christology often plays a central role in New Testament writings on
and ascension testament to an equal possibility of humans achievin

Heaven as a Place/Location

» Within the Bible, there are numerous instances where if interpreted literall
heaven can be conceived of as a physical place.

o (NT) In 2 Corinthians 5:1—2 Paul compares the ‘earthly tent’ of the
world humans live in to the ‘building from God... eternal in the
heavens’ (NRSV).

o (OT and NT) Ezekiel (40—48) and Revelation (3:12 and 21:2) speak o
the New Jerusalem, a spiritual rebuilding or restoration of
Jerusalem, with the latter giving dimensions and details of its
structure. This can be seen as an earthly interpretation or
conception of heaven.

» Complex conceptions of heaven have been given throughout history. Dant
allegorical account of the soul’s ascent to heaven in Paradiso, focusing in th
form in Empyrean.

» Some scholars, such as N T Wright, argue that the Gospels do not give an acco
when people ascend after death. Rather, the Gospels support that there will
Second Coming of Jesus and there will be the creation and transformation of
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Issues and Criticisms

» Varying accounts or conceptions in form and themes suggest human being
heaven as a place, only its relation through God and Christ to them as peop
the final end in which a human being attains a vision of God and heaven, in
appreciating heaven before this point.

o Viewing heaven simply as a place does not emphasise it as the end
relationship beginning with one’s faith in God on earth.

o The idea of a transcendent realm or reality stands possibly in contr
location. If one achieves theosis or total divinisation in heaven, it w
imperfect realities of matter and structure behind.

o Some scholars, such as N T Wright, have argued that concepts such
support an eternal state of heaven after death, but rather the crea
Second Coming of Jesus, where all are raised from the dead.

Heaven as a Spiritual State

» Interpreting physical descriptions of heaven metaphorically, one can view h
being in direct relationship with God after death.

o (NT) Revelation 22:5 speaks of those in heaven as not needing ‘ligh
physical conditions are irrelevant to those in God’s presence.

o (NT) Similarly Hebrews 9:24 says Christ ‘did not enter a sanctuary
implying that the realm of heaven is one separate to the human, p

» Pope John Paul Il described heaven as not being ‘a physical place in the clo
relationship and meeting with the Trinity after one’s death.

» Aquinas describes the concept of the beatific vision, the ‘final end’ of huma
of God where one achieves full knowledge, understanding and union with
of this vision strongly stresses the mental and spiritual aspects of salvation,
heaven should be considered a state more than a place or location.

Heaven as a Present/Realised Moral Symbol

» Many of Jesus’s teachings focus on the moral betterment and reform of hu
beings and some scholars have interpreted in this an ‘inaugurated eschatol
part of the coming of the Kingdom of God was instigated in his ministry and

o Prophets in the Old Testament such as Isaiah foretold of Jesus com
Messiah and his restoration of the world. It is possible to interpret
miracles, such as healing and feeding the 5,000, as symbols of the
day Kingdom of God becoming realised, with humanity’s growth in
of his teachings contributing to this process.

o Some theologians, such as C H Dodd, have even argued for a ‘realis
eschatology’ in which messianic expectations about Jesus and idea
insignificant compared to Jesus’s moral teaching and example.

o Others have simply argued the language of heaven is a metaphoric
joy of human beings living a good moral life, reconciled with God.

Parousia in Christian Thought

» Early Christians could have interpreted the Second Coming differently, with
Christ’s return in their lifetimes. Their views on heaven may then have shif
expectation or eternal state as a result of this anticipated Second
Coming not being immediately realised.

o This is supported by a number of teachings of Jesus on Some
the coming of the Kingdom of God, which seem to in mill
directly state an immediate return. In Luke 21:32, for an ev
example, he says ‘Truly, | say to you, this generation will societ
not pass away until all has taken place’ (NRSV). F:h”s'”

o However, passages in the New Testament also naturally
indicate a date of return beyond any immediate date. there
Matthew 24:36, for example, states ‘But concerning that Comin

day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 1.000
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only’ (NRSV).
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Judgement
» There are different forms of judgement presented throughout the New Test
personal judgements to the more general judgement that occurs at the Seco

o This general judgement can be seen in Matthew 25:31-46, The Parabl

in teachings such as Luke 13:23—28, where there is an allusion to a tim

God and the prophets in judgement. Similarly, John 5:28—29 mention

their graves’ (NRSV) will arise at God'’s call, implying a total resurrecti

o There are other passages, though, that suggest personal judgement

the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, it is indicated that both ch

receive their rewards or punishments immediately after death. Sim

criminal crucified next to him he will reach paradise that same day, i

o The Catholic Church in particular teaches that both forms of judgem
particular judgement, where individuals are morally assessed in thei

the general judgement, when Christ will return to the world and jud

Key Figures

Dante Alighieri
In the third book of the Divine Comedy, Paradiso, Dante presents heaven as nine
journeys through, with each soul finding its appropriate place depending on its n
this there is the tenth non-material heaven, the Empyrean, where God rests and
beatific vision. Dante converses with the souls along the way and teachings on p
topics are discussed. Overall, however, a key conceptual element is heaven itsel
described or put into words.

Key Texts

Matthew 25:31-46 — The Parable of the Sheep and Goats

» This is one of the main biblical passages in the Gospels outlining the concept
within Christianity.

» A key point is that those who are righteous are not those who have simply b
those who have been charitable and helped the oppressed.

» Similarly, there is an emphasis on the universality of salvation for the righte
particularly interpreted this to mean God will save all who are good, even na

» The requirements for heaven are those exemplified by Christ’s earthly ministry.
and sickest, all Christians have the same responsibility to care for everyone, not

» This can be seen in verse 45, ‘Truly | tell you, just as you did not do it to one
do it to me’ (NRSV).

» Thefinal verse, verse 46, provides strong evidence for the concepts of heav
reward or punishment.

Revelation

» This is a heavily symbolic book of the New Testament and often thought to
between 70 and 90 CE by an unknown author ‘John’.

» It deals largely with a vision of the end times and within this details the arriv
future heavenly kingdom of God on earth.

» This is seen in 21:1-8, where heaven is described as a place where there is n

» 20:2-6 has also been responsible for the belief in millenarianism; that upon
rule over the world for a thousand years, before the general judgement hap

» Others, however, view Revelation historically, identifying in its prophecies d
Some people, Preterists, argue that it refers to events purely within the first

» One other popular idea is that Revelation is purely symbolic of the struggle
allegorical representation of Christian teaching against cosmological ideas.
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Catechism of the Catholic Church

»  The Catechism outlines heaven as ‘communion of life and love with the Trin
definitive happiness’ (n. 1024). This takes place at the time of God revealin

individual as part of the beatific vision.

» Italso reaffirms both the existence of a particular and general judgement, a
speaks of judgment primarily in its aspect of the final encounter with Christ
repeatedly affirms that each will be rewarded immediately after death in a

faith’ (n. 1021).

Year 2 — Aovanced Considerations

Liberation Theology
Liberation theology emphasises
the importance of ending unjust
economic and social structures
in human society, which critics
argue has at times lost track of
the more important goal of
people reconciling with God and
going to heaven.

Does a Marxist understanding of
sin and a view of Jesus as a
social liberator change the way
heaven is viewed within
Christianity? Does it support an
idea of heaven as a realised
state on earth beyond a spiritual
reconciliation with God after
death?

Exclusivism/Pluralism
Does strong exclusivism in
Christianity promote an idea of
heaven too far removed from
the ordinary concerns and
beliefs of many non-Christians?
Or is the idea of heaven
necessarily tied to an
understanding of Jesus Christ as
the only path to salvation?

Equally consider whether Hick’s
emphasis on a ‘global theology’
may well help to develop an idea
of heaven as part of the ‘The
Real’ lying in the noumena.
Could Christianity stand to refine
its conception of heaven from
input from other religions?
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Student Checklist

No
What Do | Know? Idea

How is the concept of heaven connected to the Kingdom of God in
the Bible?

What is the concept of parousia and how is it present within early
Christian thought?

Why might some Christians interpret heaven as a physical place
or location?

How does Dante describe heaven in Paradiso and what allegorical
function does this have?

What theological issues are there with ascribing a specific location or
place to heaven?

How can heaven be interpreted as a spiritual state or relationship?

What is the beatific vision and how does it fit into the theology of
Aquinas and the Catholic Church?

Why might some theologians prefer to view heaven as a ‘realised’
moral symbol?

What is the difference between particular judgement and
general judgement?

What insight might the Parable of the Sheep and Goats give to a
Christian’s understanding of judgement and heaven?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

In what ways can Revelation be understood as a prophecy or symbol?

What is the Catholic Church teaching on judgement and heaven?

(Year 2) How do exclusivist, inclusivist and pluralistic models of
Christian belief have an impact on an understanding of heaven?

(Year 2) Does secularism effectively explain away Christian concepts
of heaven?
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(Year 2) Does liberation theology make the case for heaven being a
realised state on earth, or is this a misreading of liberation
theologians’ use of Marx?
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Christian Teaching on H

Throughout the history of Christianity the concept of hell has pla

moral standards and discouraging recidivism or even apostasy. Yet there has be
what form hell takes, with literalist views especially giving way to more symbolic
years. One of the main issues identified with taking a literal view of hell as a pla::
reconcile the idea of a benevolent God condemning human beings who have sinne:
The contradictions between the God who grants salvation and the God who puni
theologians and other religious thinkers to put forward hell as a state of freely ¢
However, there are difficulties identifying such an interpretation in scripture and
such state of hell is only meaningful to those who already regard a relationship

Key Points

General Points
» Within the Old and New Testaments there are a number of different words
similar concept.
o (OT) Sheol is sometimes translated as ‘hell’, but a closer meaning is
modern commentators to refer to the temporary underworld, not a &
o (NT) Hades, similar to the Hebrew word ‘Sheol’, is generally used to
where souls await judgement and resurrection.
o (NT) Gehenna is more often translated as ‘hell’ and a place where bo
For example, Matthew 10:28: ‘rather fear him who can destroy both
» Theidea of hell as a place has not been static in its conception. From the desc
with the ‘weeping and gnashing of teeth’ and ‘unquenchable fire’ to the literal
belief of hell as a specific location has contained a wide variety of beliefs as to

Hell as a Place/Location
» Theidea of hell as a specific place can be interpreted from many points in scri
o The Parable of the Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25:41) describes the
fire’ prepared for the accursed.
o Revelation 20:15 also details hell as a ‘lake of fire’, and 14:10 argues sin
be ‘tormented with fire and sulphur in the presence of the holy angels’ |
o Many argue these descriptions only make sense from a literal persp
actual physical sufferings.
» It can be juxtaposed with a literal interpretation of heaven. If in Christianity
Kingdom of God is a real place it can be accordingly justified that hell must
similar form of existence.
» It fits the idea of the resurrection of the body. If hell is not a physical place
punishment can be argued to be meaningless.
» Similarly, if heaven is a place of reward for those who have been faithful an
punishment for those who have sinned.

Issues and Criticisms

» How can a good and loving God, caring about the salvation of humanity, cre
the torment of others?

» Theidea of eternal suffering seems indifferent to how one grades punishmen
fate for smaller acts, such as petty theft? How can one repent if sins have suc

» Some theologians argue that physical punishment doesn’t make sense as it
out sins. Only repentance and good deeds do. Therefore the idea of hell is
to be benevolent and concerned with salvation.
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Hell as a Spiritual State
» The idea of hell as a spiritual state can equally be interpreted in scripture:
o Revelation is a highly symbolic text and references to fire could be i
depicting the intensity of suffering when separated from God'’s prese:
o The parabolic nature of Matthew 25:31—46 invites an artistic or alle
separating of the sheep and goats as a distinction between those w
what exact kind of physical punishment they face.
o Pope John Paul Il in 1999 stated talk of hell as a place uses a ‘symbo
indicates more the ‘state of those who freely and definitively separ
» Such an interpretation makes it easier to reconcile an idea of a benevolent
Rather than a strict punishment, it is the place of those who freely choose t
eternal life in the presence of God.
» If the Kingdom of God is interpreted as a spiritual state or kingdom, then eq
human alienation from that reality, not a physical punishment.

Hell as a Symbol

» The idea of hell within scripture can be seen as symbolic of a person’s moral lif
o Matthew 25:31—46 is primarily about the separation of those who a
moral against those who are immoral. The ideas of eternal life and
punishment symbolically reflect the moral state and virtues of peop

and their actions.

o Theidea of ‘fire’ in the Bible is often symbolic; for example, Jesus
coming to baptise with ‘the Holy Spirit and fire’. Therefore punishm
and not physical.

» If the Kingdom of God is interpreted as a moral reality on Earth, then ideas
symbolic of the relationship between people as reconciled or alienated from
simply become symbols of God’s anger and judgement.

Some theologians, such as John Hick, refute the concept of hell entirely, beli
reconciled with a benevolent God. Other theists have even viewed it as a w
coerce ordinary believers.

Key Figures

St Augustine of Hippo

» One of the most prominent early Church theologians, Augustine advocated
physical place with no purpose but the torment of those who had sinned.

» This was fair, as, since the Fall of Adam, every person had been born with o
nothing by God except for those who followed the prescriptions of Christiani::

» He believed in predestination, such that those who reached salvation did so
grace alone. However, there is debate as to whether he subscribed to doub
human beings are automatically damned.

» Importantly, however, hell as a physical place is still secondary to hell as sep
former is unknowable and indeterminable, it is more important to focus on
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Dante Alighieri

» Dante wrote the Divine Comedy, an epic poem allegorically detailing throug
soul’s journey towards reconciliation with God.

» The first part, Inferno, deals with Satan, hell and the nine circles of suffering

» Each circle represents a different sin, within which historical and religious fi
but each is an instance of contrapasso (poetic justice).

» As an allegorical text, it contains elements of both literal and symbolic and

» Dante in particular uses a ‘fourfold method’ of interpretation, connecting p
both symbolically and historically.

» Inferno, therefore, focuses both on the physical aspects of punishment and
transgressions and separation from God.

Key Texts

Matthew 25:31-46: The Parable of the Sheep and Goats
This is a key passage outlining the eschatological views of Christ, and how it is in
one perceives hell within the Bible. In the first mention, in verse 41, hell is descr
for the devil and his angels’ (NRSV), implying that there was a possible act of cre
evil or have sinned. The second, in verse 46, mentions eternal punishment, imp
retributive or causal element between sinning and a potential everlasting suffer

The Catechism of the Roman Catholic Church

> The Catholic Church for a long time endorsed primarily a literal interpretati
beginning of the twentieth century its position changed to emphasise hell a
physical place. The catechism states: ‘The chief punishment of hell is etern
alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created and

O Many theologians have seen this as downplaying the physical aspec

as primarily a state; however, it is important to note that the Catho

possibility that hell exists existence as a realm or a place.

Year 2 — Adovanced Considverations

Liberation Theology
Is the idea of God as liberator
contradictory to ideas of hell as
physical punishment? If
elements of moral luck exist
(e.g. upbringing) and matter to
how one is good or virtuous,
then is it just for God to punish
those who are poorer and more
likely to sin out of necessity?
Does a vengeful God fit in with
the compassion to sinners
shown by Jesus?

Feminist Theology
Does God as a being responsible
for physical punishment towards
sinners fit into a patriarchal
model of retributive violence?

Is the emphasis on affliction and
suffering one bound within
masculine ideas of justice, rather
than a commitment towards
generally equality, salvation and
compassion?
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

How have different interpretations of hell been developed
throughout history?

What are different Hebrew and Greek terms that are often
translated as ‘hell’?

What biblical evidence is there for hell being a physical place?

What theological arguments are there for and against hell being a
physical place or realm?

How can hell be interpreted as a spiritual state? Explain.

What potential issues may arise when denying the physical existence
of hell?

Is it enough for hell to simply be a moral symbol? Give reasons for
and against this proposition.

What is the significance of Matthew 25:31-46, the parable of the
sheep and goats, within discussions of hell?

In what way does the Catholic Church hold a nuanced position on the
existence of hell?

How did St Augustine interpret hell?

What is the connection between punishment and the concept of
hell? Explain.

Are there issues between a human being’s understanding of sin and
its relation to hell?

Is it a contradiction for a benevolent God to condemn human beings
to eternal punishment?

How does Dante’s conception of hell succeed on both literal and
allegorical levels? Explain.

Could Dante’s conception of hell ever be a physical reality?

(Year 2) How does liberation and feminist theology possibly view the
idea of hell? Does God as a liberator contradict the idea of God as a
blind punisher?

(Year 2) How might secular critics view hell as little more than a
method of control or delusion?
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Christian Teaching on Purg

Overview - ——
The word purgatory itself means ‘purification’ and refers to the

heaven and hell where people who have died within the faith go to be purified
to heaven. It is a concept most commonly associated with the Roman Catholic C
of the Eastern Orthodox Church a place or state of change for the soul after d
metaphysical possibility.

Purgatory itself does not appear as a distinct concept in the New Testament. |t
irregularities or confusions in the ideas of the particular and general judgemen
good people could fit the moral requirements to be placed in neither heaven n
particular distinguishes between the mortal sins of people, ones that result in et
which only result in temporal punishment. The former will be the force behind a
the latter will simply require time in purgatory.

Key Points

General Points
» While some critics have argued there is no solid biblical evidence for purgat
been offered in support.
o In1 Corinthians 3:10—15, St Paul uses the metaphor of a builder for e
faith, with the final line reading: ‘the builder will be saved, but only
have interpreted this to be an allusion to the purifying process of p
o Matthew 12:30—-32, in its discussion of forgiveness, refers to the ‘ag
Gregory in the sixth century and others since have argued that forgi
after death and developed conceptions of purgatory accordingly.
o Itis thought in the Catholic Church that most people who have bee
through purgatory to cleanse them of venial sins, and mortal sins th
Only some saints are thought to maybe go straight to heaven, and t
are thought to go to hell.

Early Christian Conceptions
» Many early Church theologians developed conceptions of purgatory that w
doctrine today found in the Catholic Church.

o Clement and Origen saw purgatory as a place of ‘spiritual fire’ and
punishment, drawing on God’s use of fire in the Old Testament in li
New Testament teachings from St Paul.

o Augustine was more indecisive about purgatory, but admitted the
possibility of an intermediate stage between death and the afterlife
distinguished, for example, between purgatorial and eternal punish
and described the pain of purgatorial fire as greater than any suffer
people experience in their lives.

Dante’s Conception of Purgatory
» Dante describes purgatory in Book Two of The Divine Comedy (Purgatorio) a
those who only half-heartedly committed themselves to God and humanity
beatific vision.
o Onthe mountain, there are seven terraces, each one representing
this is an allegory of the struggles the soul faces on its journey towa
o In particular Dante outlines the theory that all sin is the result of ex
things, and on each terrace, individuals are punished in ironic ways
in their lives.
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Catholicism and Pursatory

» The Catholic Church acknowledges there isn’t huge scriptural grounding for
argues it is a result of reasoned insight into scripture and the nature of God
o However, there isn’t an elaborate conception of purgatory. The mo
there is an intermediate stage of purification between life and deat

help and assist them through their journey in purgatory.
o Pope John Paul Il in 1999 described purgatory as a ‘condition of exis
being a physical place, it is a state which people enter after death wk:
physical imperfections.

Key Figures

John Hick
» Heis one of the more prominent Protestant theologians who has redevelop
continuation of a person’s moral or spiritual development towards God.
» Rather than the traditional Catholic focus on judgement and punishment, p
many intermediate stages of each person’s journey of maturation.

» Purgatory therefore bridges the gap between a person’s imperfect life in th
perfect state in heaven.

» However, some critics have argued this devalues Christ’s call to repentance
salvation in the context of the coming of the Kingdom of God only makes se
of judgement.

Karl Rahner

» Rahner develops purgatory as a metaphor for an individual person’s recogn
imperfect state.

» Rather than concentrating on purgatory as punishment or a place of physic
a person’s conscious reflection on their own sin between their death and th

» Whatever pain is personal, as the individual recalls and comes to terms with
the ways they have to repent in light of a loving, infinite God.

» Therefore, while ideas of fire and purification are useful metaphors, they sh
One can advocate the concept of purgatory without the traditional physical
associated with it.

Key Texts

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
The sections 1030—1032 of the Catechism primarily deal with purgatory. Referen
at1031:
‘As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the Final Judgmer::
who is truth says that whoever utters blasphemy against the Holy Spirit w
nor in the age to come. From this sentence we understand that certain offe:
but certain others in the age to come’

Therefore it distinguishes between mortal and venial sins, reaffirming that impe
salvation through purgatory.
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Year 2 — Aovanced Considerations

Liberation Theology Inclusivism/Pluralism
Does the idea of purgatory work Do inclusivist or pluralist forms of C
against moral principles in Christianity necessarily require the e
combating unjust political and concept of purgatory as being t
social structures on earth? It can more universalist in their t
be discussed whether the approach towards salvation? g
eventual absolving of venial sins Consider Hick’s idea of purgatory d
presents an issue for a theology and whether it could ever fit in d
that wants to encourage ethical with an exclusivist understanding s
participation on earth. of salvation. a
I
e
h

Student Checklist

No
What Do | Know? Idea

What is purgatory and how has it been traditionally understood
within the Christian faith?

Is there any biblical evidence for purgatory?

How does Dante describe purgatory and how does this relate to his
conception of sin?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

What is the Catholic Church’s teaching on purgatory?

How did early Church theologians’ concept of purgatory differ from
that of modern-day theologians?

How does the Catechism of the Catholic Church describe the concept
of purgatory and its purpose?

Why does Hick, a Protestant theologian, find value in the concept
of purgatory?
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How is purgatory a metaphor for Rahner?

What possible theological difficulties are there with purgatory as a
Christian concept?

(Year 2) Does viewing Christianity as exclusivist, inclusivist or pluralist
have an effect on a Christian idea of purgatory?

IS

(Year 2) Does purgatory possibly present an obstacle to theologies
looking to emphasise the importance of moral action and change in
the present-day world?
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Christian Teaching on Ele

Overview - - —
The word ‘elect’ means choice and the idea of election stipulat

people chosen by God to be saved. For many Christians, this salvation can on
there is great debate about whether all human beings will eventually be save
are destined to be damned. Election, therefore, ties in greatly with the concep
omniscience has a plan or determines who will be saved.

Both the Roman Catholic and the Protestant Churches traditionally believe in p
split as to whether double predestination exists and God chooses equally who
will be saved. Nevertheless, there are Christian beliefs that do not follow thes
theologians and Christians have supported the idea of a universalist doctrine o
benevolence is enacted in the world in such a way that eventually every huma

Key Points

General Points

» There are a number of positions that have been taken across the history of
o Limited election — God only chooses some people to be saved, ever
o Unlimited election — God grants all human beings the possibility of

» Similar concepts are also found in the split between traditionally Calvinist a
The former are based on the life and writings of John Calvin, the latter on t
Jacobus Arminius:

o unconditional election — God determined of his own will some peo
the creation of the world, leaving others to fall into sin and perditio
= This often leads to the doctrine of limited atonement; that
those who have been elected.
o conditional election — God determines who will receive salvation b
have faith in Christ — the view of most Arminians.
= This generally leads to the doctrine of unlimited atonemen
that Jesus died for all humanity’s sins without exception.

» There is also often debate about when God chooses people to be saved.
Primarily there are two different strains of thought:
o antelapsarianism (supralapsarianism) — God determined those wh
would be saved and/or condemned before the Fall.
o postlapsarianism (sublapsarianism) — God determined those who
would be saved and/or condemned after the Fall.

Single and Double Predestination
» Historically, most Christian denominations have believed in predestination
course of events such that he has foreknowledge over who will be saved. T
two different doctrines:
o single predestination — God only foresees those who will be saved
determine who will be condemned.
o double predestination — God both foresees and determines who w
condemned.
» Augustine in particular uses Romans 8:28-30 to justify his position on pred
God’s foreknowledge of those who would live in the example of Jesus.
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Calvin and Salvation

» Traditionally, Calvinism as a movement is associated with the doctrine of pr
Westminster Confession of Faith, which set out in 1646 a confession of the p
Christianity, declared that:

o ‘Some men and angels are predestined unto everlasting life; and others

» Calvin’s theology itself is a bit more complex. He affirms predestination nea
some are preordained to eternal life and others to eternal damnation. For
argue he believes in double predestination.

o Nevertheless, he also argues that, since there is no way for people t
freely given grace, any reasons God has for electing some human be
himself. In other words, human beings cannot comprehend the real

o Calvin’s principle of accommodation similarly means that God only r
suitable for humanity and its reason. The real grounds God has for
beyond human reason; whatever is displayed to human beings is in
people’s perceptive capacities.

o Evenif God limits election, human beings should still treat it as unlin:
should not presume to know what God’s plans are for themselves o

Universalism
» Universalism, or apokatastasis, is the theological doctrine that eventually all
good, will be reconciled with God and achieve salvation.
o Despite some early Church theologians endorsing it, such as Origen,
unpopular within traditional Christianity, with its popularity only inc
rise of more liberal forms of Christianity.
o Itis often seen as a response to the issue of why a benevolent God w
universalist views, hell is not seen as eternal, rather a step for sinful

complete eschatological perfection and a restoring of the world.
o Such views often stress the importance of free will and the importan
reaching of salvation more than doctrines of predestination, which s
nature and the supererogatory nature of God’s grace.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Key Figures

John Hick
>

Hick advocates a universalist position on salvation on the basis that a benev
any human to eternal punishment.

» Rather, the afterlife and its intermediate stages provide new ways for peopl
renew faith in God. If earthly existence is oriented around moral and spiritu
likely to be similar.

» He also advocates a pluralistic view of religion. This means that other religio
perspectives on the same God or ultimate reality.

» Nevertheless, some theologians, such as Cardinal Ratzinger, criticise Hick’s u
importance of Christ’s sacrifice and atonement.
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Karl Barth

» On the other hand, Barth attempts to avoid universalism
while explaining how predestination is not a crude doctrine of
salvation and condemnation.

» Election itself is always concerned with the free and revelatory
actions of God through Christ. This means that Christ himself is

Critics of
theology

he never
‘both the electing God and elected man in One’. all people

» Salvation comes through Christ, but human beings cannot respond t
speculate accurately about God'’s intentions about who will God must

be saved. and so is

> Thus, while God inevitably chooses through his grace who will | @bout the
and won’t be saved, it is inclusive of the possibility of all being
saved or some condemned. Nothing is a certainty and will
only be revealed at the end time.

Key Texts

John 15216
In this verse, Jesus declares: ‘You did not choose me but | chose you’ (NRSV). Fo
Calvinists, this is strong evidence to suggest predestination and possibly even li
argue in the latter part of ‘go and bear fruit’ it is referring to people simply actin

Romans 11:1-3

Here St Paul points out directly that ‘God has not rejected his people whom he
an indication that God foreordained those going to be saved, others argue it is
Christ to fulfil the Old Testament prophecy and bring new light to the Jewish pe

Acts 17

In Acts 17, Paul preaches to the Athenians that their ‘unknown God’ is actually t
humans so that they would search for him accordingly. This has often been inte
election, or even universalism, as it implies the human search and reconciliation
from the start of creation and that not just a few people have been selected for

Catechism of the Catholic Church

» The Catechism states specifically that only single predestination applies, de
one to go to hell’. However, at 1040, it also states it is only at the Last Judge:
understand the entire ‘economy of salvation’ and God’s plan for humanity.

Year 2 — Aovanced Considverations

Liberation Theology Exclusivism/Pluralism

Do doctrines of limited election
go against the principles of
liberation theology, which views
sin as being partially the result of
imbalanced political and social
structures?

The doctrine of election as a
whole can be considered to go
against the grain of Marxist
thought, which through liberation
theology places a greater
emphasis on the unfairness of
many human societies over the
ideas of predestination.

The idea of limited election has
often been connected with
exclusivism in Christianity, and
universalism with a pluralistic
perspective on religion.

Is there any way of reconciling
election with pluralism and
equally universalism with
exclusivism? Consider especially
whether Barth’s theology of grace
and salvation allows the possibility
of all being saved within an
exclusivist framework.
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Student Checklist

No
What Do | Know? Idea

What is the difference between limited and unlimited election?

How is the Arminian conception of election different from that
of Calvinists?

How does the concept of election relate to the Fall?

What did the Westminster Confession of Faith set out?

How does Calvin’s doctrine of election differ from later Calvinists
inspired by his work?

What is universalism and why do some Christians view it as the
logical result of a benevolent God?

What biblical evidence is there for limited election?

What is the meaning of the ‘unknown God’ in Acts 17?

How does the Catechism of the Catholic Church interpret election?

Why does Hick advocate a universalist position on election?

Why are Barth’s arguments for predestination potentially more
nuanced than the traditional single/double conception?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Does Barth’s conception of election avoid becoming universalist?

(Year 2) Do the aims and ethics of liberation theology contradict the
idea of election?

(Year 2) How might the concept of election in Christianity be an
example of the exclusionary attitudes propagating violence
between religions?
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2. Assess whether Christian concepts of the afterlife should be viewe
spiritual life.

In your answer you should:
show a consistent knowledge and understanding of the Christian concepts of
o the significance of heaven, hell and purgatory in Christian faith and
o  the reasons why theologians diverge from or disagree with viewing
places or states
o different perspectives and approaches to the questions surrounding

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding Ch
afterlife, and what reasons there may be for abandoning orthodox concept
purgatory.
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Knowledge of God’s Exist

-------------------------------------- G.{L}IO

Natural Theology

2 1 1

The theological idea that information or kn
discovered through reason and from the n
(general revelation).

Revealed Theology

The theological idea that knowledge of God ¢

Sensus Divinitatis

The sense of God that each human being p

Semen Religionis

An innate religious sense which predispose
religious activity.

Sparks of Glory

The ways Calvin argues that God is percept

Omnipotence

All-powerful, usually a characteristic given

Benevolence

Loving, a characteristic given to God.

Unknown God

The entity Paul encounters the Athenians w
as evidence for Christian beliefs that huma
discover partial information about God in t

Imago Dei

The image of God, which human beings wel

Process Theology

A type of theology that depicts God as bein
acting through it, in contrast to his traditio
transcendence and immutability.

Dialectical Theism

John Macquarrie’s defence of natural theo
(discourse) between two different, opposi

Immediate Revelation

Revelation that is presented directly to the

Mediate Revelation

Revelation that is mediated, translated or f
or writing.

Reformed Epistemology

A theological school of thought that seeks
beliefs can be justified without reference t

Basic Beliefs

A foundational belief that does not require
justification from other beliefs.

Double Grace

The two different forms of grace, justificati
receives upon entering a relationship with
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AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




Natural Theology

Overview -
Natural theology puts forward that there are points of contac

which allow individuals to gather knowledge about, through reason and obser
itself to an innate human sense of the divine, God reveals himself in various wa
predisposed to discover. Through such faculties therefore, such as consciousnes
beings are able to learn about his nature and perfection.

However, the scope of knowledge that natural theology provides is greatly de
denominations, such as the Roman Catholic Church, see natural theology as a ¢
Christ and therefore embrace truths developed as a consequence. On the oth
traditionally more sceptical of the validity of natural theology and, while huma
or know God in a certain sense, these capacities are greatly fallible as a resu
being damaged by the Fall.

Key Points

General Points
» The question of what constitutes knowledge has been a subject of constan
theology.
o A common theory, often attributed to Plato, is that it is ‘justified tr
o However, Christians may argue this doesn’t quite capture the know
be more personal and innate, similar to knowing a friend or a relati

» Supporters of natural theology have pointed towards the widespread pract
evidence that human beings are naturally religious and have the ability to r
around them.

o Certain Bible passages, such as Acts 17:16—34, affirm such an idea,
affirming the existence of a natural human capacity to know God in
‘unknown God'’.

o The Catechism of the Catholic Church makes a similar case that, de
between different religions, one can still refer to people as ‘religiou

Innate Knowledge of God
» Most Christians affirm the idea of there being an innate human sense of Go

o The Catechism of the Catholic Church states this concept as
doctrine, arguing that, because man is created by and in the image
of God, ‘the desire for God is written in the human heart’.

o Calvin similarly argues that human beings have a ‘sensus divinitatis
a sense of God, or a ‘semen religionis’, a seed of religion that
predisposes them towards religious activity.

o However, the idea of epistemic distance has sometimes been
affirmed, for example, by the Protestant theologian John Hick, whi
puts forward that God intentionally created a gap in knowledge
between human beings and God, so that humans may fully enact
their free choice to have or to deny faith in God during their lives.

» This human sense for many Christians also encompasses the perceptions o
the world.

o Both Catholicism and Calvin argue that conscience is important to
goodness. Itis a faculty that enables joint knowledge between Go
human beings to respond to God’s will in their judgement of moral

o Catholicism, however, also emphasises the importance of natural |
because humans have an innate goodness or virtue, reasoning on t

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Revision Summaries: Developments in Religious Thought: Christianity
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the world and God. In particular Aquinas identifies the first, and pr
be ‘Good is to be sought, evil avoided.’

Knowledge of God from Intellect and Reason
» Natural theology has led some theologians to argue that it is possible to dir
o Aguinas in particular set out the Five Ways; arguments that sought
from first principles. These are:

=  the unmoved mover

= the argument from first cause

= the argument from contingency

= the argument from degree

= the argument from design/teleological argument

o These are not convincing for many, but together provide strong evi
reasonable possibility and they help to define exactly what kind of
or first cause.

o However, some critics have pointed out even if one can intellectua
nature of God, it is not necessarily enough for trust in him. Itis arg
develop meaning about God’s purpose and intentions from natural
truly have faith in a benevolent, personal God with the insights fro

Order and Creation
» Calvin argues that humans have a twofold knowledge of God (duplex cogni
as the creator of the world, and the other as the redeemer of humanity.
o This forms the background to his argument that, within the order a
contemplate God, in what he terms ‘sparks of glory’.
o This revealing in nature is filtered through the principle of accomm
himself to humanity in appropriate ways people can understand, d
human beings only finite.
o Therefore creation becomes the ‘mirror’ of God. What human being
reflection of his nature and being. By seeing this appearance of God
beings can therefore develop ideas about God’s characteristics, such

The Argument from Design

» The argument from design takes a step further beyond Calvin’s discussion
order and design in the world cannot be coincidental and in itself is eviden
o This is an argument commonly attributed to William Paley, who dr
and the natural world, saying that both seeming to have a particula
purpose and design shows that they both must have had a designe
o However, there are many problems with such arguments. Critics o

biased towards seeing patterns in nature, even if they don’t exist.
brutal and chaotic through some people’s eyes and so be evidence
o Hume specifically criticised such arguments for making an invalid ¢
the world. While one might have experience of watches in one’s o
their products, human beings have no experience of world-building
accurately know to any degree whether a particular world was desi

Process Theology

» Process theology argues that God is not above or beyond the natural world

within it. In this God is therefore wholly temporal and influences the state
interacting with and evoking free human responses.

o For process theologians, therefore, God is not simply just a being, b

as ‘becoming’. The differences between natural and revealed theo

instance of time being revelatory of God’s participation in the natu
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Key Figures

John Calvin
» There are often seen to be difficulties in Calvin’s outlining of natural theolo
his ‘sparks of glory” are truly points of contact with God that human beings
» For Calvin, human beings are truly damaged by the Fall, such that they rem
if God is not revealed in the natural world, then for those who are not witn
individuals to perceive or be prompted into perceiving God.

Emil Brunner Karl Barth

» Brunner proposes that Calvin’s ‘sparks of glory’ are » Barth proposes th
realised in general revelation of God through an damaged by the F
innate sense of the divine and human conscience. or natural ways hu

» Human beings as made in the ‘imago dei’ are » The corruption of

materially corrupted but still possess a formal points of contact
connection to God that allows a limited conscience or oth
understanding of his being. formed after recei
» However, any knowledge is restricted by humanity’s | » The order of the na
material corruption, and true understanding of God salvation or knowl

only comes through revelation in Christ. perceived after rev

John Macquarric and Dialectical Theism

» Macquarrie presents a defence of natural theology, arguing that, when con
been guilty of viewing him as ‘just another object in the world’, meaning a
depiction of God was been formed.

o In contrast to this conception, Macquarrie argues that God lies in a
two naturally opposing attributes. One example is being and nothin
the conventional way as an object, he is also the source of all being
between people’s concepts of being and nothing.

o Similarly, a dialectic exists between knowability and unknowability.
the recognisable presence across the whole of his creation, wherea
beyond comprehension.

o Through this examining of dialectics, one can form an idea of God w
draws on revealed theology for inspiration. Rather than taking God
human beings’ removal from him, it allows humanity’s intellect to de:
of God while giving room for a personal relationship to be develope
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Romans 1:19-20
This passage in St Paul’s letter to the Romans is commonly used to support the ic:
within the order of nature. Specifically it declares that God’s eternal power ‘has
through the things he has made’ (NRSV) such that, for any individuals, there is n
of ignorance.
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Acts 17:16-34

An important passage in natural theology, for here Paul speaks to the Athenian
the ‘unknown God’. For some, this passage indicates the natural ability for hum
and others, it also demonstrates humankind’s wounded ability to perceive God,
damaged by the Fall.
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Year 2 — Aovanced Considerations

Feminist Theology
Feminist theologians may argue
that beliefs about the natural
knowledge of God have led to
arbitrary divisions between
genders based on what
patriarchal elements of society
have deemed ‘natural’. Is there
an inherent bias prevalent in
general revelation and how
could this lead to discrimination
in the human world?

Exclusivism/Pluralism
Does a pluralist or inclusivist
model of religious belief
necessarily have to include
general revelation as a way for
different religions to be able to
convene around different truths
about God? Or could it be there
is simply revelatory experience
springing from the same being or
source?
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Student Checklist

No
What Do | Know? Idea

What is natural theology?

What are some examples of possible points of contact between God
and the world?

How is the ‘unknown God’ in Acts 17 evidence for the validity of
natural theology?

What is the ‘sensus divinitatis’ that Calvin describes?

What is the Catholic Church’s position on natural theology and
natural law?

How have some theologians used reason to justify the existence
of God?

What are ‘sparks of glory’ and how is creation a ‘mirror’ of God
for Calvin?

What is the argument from design and how is Paley’s watch a classic
example of it?

Why might atheistic critics be sceptical about the claims of the
design argument?

What is process theology and how does it relate to natural theology?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

How does Romans 1:19—20 support belief in natural theology?

What are the different theological interpretations of Calvin and why
do critics disagree regarding the importance of natural theology
within his thought?

How does John Macquarrie’s dialectical theism give a defence of
natural theology?

(Year 2) Is general revelation and natural knowledge of God little
more than wish fulfilment for order in the universe?
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(Year 2) How do models of Christian exclusivism, inclusivism and
pluralism fit in with natural theology?
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Revealed Theology

Revealed theology is the study of God through means of speci

deliberately chosen to show himself to humanity. This can come in many forms,
scripture or prayer but it holds specifically that there is knowledge of God whi
natural world as a whole.

The broad distinction between revealed and natural theology was formed prim
issues about to what extent human reason was damaged by the Fall were at th
While the Roman Catholic Church puts revealed theology at the centre of its beli:
importance of natural theology as building upon its insights. On the other hand
much more sceptical stance on human intellect after the Fall and argue that nat
revelation excuse human ignorance and cannot reveal anything meaningful com

Key Points

General Points
» Revealed theology emphasises the importance of knowledge of God throug
and direct revealing of himself at particular times and places. For many Chr
instance of special revelation is the Christ-event.
o Thisis in contrast to general revelation in natural theology, which r
gathered through everyday reason and observation.
o Whereas general revelation is arguably available to all human being
a few; however, humanity is able to witness those times and respon

» Whereas the Roman Catholic Church believes the Fall distracted, or greatly
negatively impacted on the capacity for humans to perceive God, Calvin arg
that it irreparably damaged humanity’s capacity to the point where only the
freely given grace of God through Christ is able to give true knowledge.

o Nothing in the natural world by itself, therefore, can grant true
knowledge of God; only through Christ as a mediator and a form of
special revelation can humanity be ‘regenerated’ or reconciled with &
uncorrupted natures and God himself.

» Theologians often distinguish between:
o immediate revelation — where God reveals himself directly to peop
This includes things such as prophets having visions of God or peopl
witnessing Christ.
o mediate revelation — where people gain knowledge of God indirect
such as through the Bible or by hearing the words of prophets.

Faith

» Part of revealed theology is belief that does not rely on reason by itself. Int
central to understanding the importance of how Christians engage with spe
gathered from it.

o Aguinas distinguishes faith from ‘scientia’ (science). Whereas the la
individual’s everyday experience of the outside world, the former is
same way. Rather it is a voluntary assent towards beliefs one cann

o Calvin on the other hand, argues that faith has to be understood th
directed towards God, it is also when human beings voluntarily acc
become assured of his guidance and presence in their lives.
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Scripture and Revelation
» Within revealed theology the Bible is not just a historical document, but a wi
world. It reveals his actions in the person of Christ as well as the wisdom o
inspired by visions or experiences of God. Overall, this means scripture rev
reason or experience cannot.
o Many argue the Bible has to also be interpreted in the light of its in
Catechism of the Catholic Church warns against Christianity simply

arguing that it cannot be reduced to one source.
o In natural theology, where the Bible might be seen as more fallible,
experiences of God, as well as a document testifying to the divinity

Chirist and Revelation

» For Christians, Jesus is one of the most significant examples of special revel
on earth, he is the most direct contact with the divine experienced in histo
centre of all discussion of Christianity.

o Calvin believed that through the incarnation Christ was God; howe
principle of accommodation. God appears in a way that humanity,
becomes a mediator between God and the world, mirroring his cha
otherwise have no knowledge of.

o Itis through Christ, then, that human beings discover God the Rede
true knowledge of. Specifically, he argues that when human being
double grace.

o The first is that of justification, becoming righteous in the eyes of G
and not simply Judge. The second is sanctification, whereby huma
cultivate purity and goodness in their lives in line with the will of G

» Whereas Christ is the focal point of revelation for Calvin, with the significan
being contained within his coming and testimony, the Catholic Church argu
Christians to reflect upon this revelation over time.

o The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that, while revelation
Christ, ‘it has not been completely explicit’. This opens, then, the n
draw out doctrine through reason and analysis.

© The Church in particular is regarded as ‘the body of Christ’, respons
Jesus into the modern era. Sacraments such as the Eucharist, ther
for many, helping Christians separated historically from Jesus hims
nature and teachings.

Are Natural and Revealed Theology the Same?
» It has been argued, that if God is the source of all knowledge about his bein
matter whether that knowledge arises from natural means, such as human
of God himself.

o This arguably is particularly true if humankind is created in God’s im
particular natural ability to know God, which lets one realise God’s
o However, such an argument relies on a weaker interpretation of th
that humankind’s wounded nature prevents them from ever devel

of God through reason alone.
o Similarly, many assert there is something unique to knowledge rec
captures truths that the human reason simply isn’t capable of com
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Key Figures

Alvin Plantinga
» One argument often levelled against revealed theology is that it is irrationa
comparison to natural theology, which appeals to a broader idea of human

o However, Plantinga contrarily argues that natural theology can nev
justification for belief in God, as well as failing to accommodate Chr|

o Under what is often termed as reformed epistemology, Plantinga p
‘sensus divinitatis’ there is a general religious sense among human
God is properly ‘basic’.

o Basic knowledge here means something that is certain and cannot
one’s ordinary perceptions of the outside world may often be class
not regularly doubt their senses unless given reason to.

o However, it is only to the Christian that knowledge of God is basic.
damaged the ‘sensus divinitatis’, such that, without salvation throu
cannot be held or appreciated.

» However, for atheistic critics, Plantinga’s arguments for ‘basic’ knowledge c
held beliefs. One could even argue a person could hold a properly basic be
the creator of the world.

o Similarly, the Roman Catholic Church challenges such positions as f
known for certain without revelation. Rather, it argues that reason
moderate and analyse competing religious beliefs.

Key Texts

John Calvin — Institutes 1.11.1
Here Calvin sets out how the Fall has affected humanity and reaffirms how reco
particular he declares ‘no one now experiences God either as Father or as Auth
any way, until Christ the mediator comes forward to reconcile him to us’. Theol
this as advocating revealed theology as the only true path to knowledge in Chri

Year 2 — Adovanced Considerations

Liberation Theology
To what extent does knowledge
from revelation ignore human
experience of injustice on earth?
It can be argued that the faith
encouraged in revealed theology
ignores the important general
revelations that come from
insight into the earthly world. On
the other hand, it may be that
special revelation from scripture
illuminates the struggles of the
poor and marginalised in new
ways not previously considered.

Exclusivism/Pluralism
To what extent does special
revelation support exclusivism
within Christianity? If the path to
salvation is only revealed to some
then this may lead to ideas about
limited election.

On the other hand, it may be that
within models of pluralism, each
religion has accessed special
revelation in its own particular
way, with the differences in
beliefs simply differences from
fallible human interpretation.
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

What are the differences between revealed theology and
natural theology?

What is special revelation?

Why does Calvin argue that real or meaningful knowledge of God can
only come through special revelation?

What is the difference between mediate and immediate revelation?

How does faith play an important role in revealed theology?

Why does scripture in revealed theology have to play a greater role
than simply being a historical account of Christ and other prophets?

What significance does Christ have as the primary example of
special revelation?

What is Calvin’s principle of accommodation and what is its relation
to his Christology?

How do human beings receive double grace on entering a union
with Christ?

What is the position of the Catholic Church on revealed theology?

What are the core principles behind reformed epistemology?

Why does Plantinga give religious belief the status of basic belief?

What criticisms might one have of the idea of religious basic beliefs?

(Year 2) What views might secular critics have of truths seemingly
coming from special revelation?

(Year 2) How can special revelation be understood within exclusivist
and pluralist models of Christianity?

AS and A Level Year 1 OCR Revision Summaries: Developments in Religious Thought: Christianity

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




3. “Natural theology cannot develop consistent or coherent knowledg

In your answer you should:
show a consistent knowledge and understanding of both natural and reve
o  the significance of reason and observation in natural theology
o the reasons why theologians diverge from or disagree with the u

attempting to discover truths about the divine
o different perspectives and approaches to the question of whethe
natural world

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding
reasons there may be for regarding revealed theology as a better meth
God.
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Christology from Above Christology that begins with the idea of Jesus as
analyses scripture from that belief.

Christology from Below Christology that begins with the Jesus of history
human aspects of the Gospels prior to making a

Christos ‘The anointed one’, a title for Jesus as the Jewis

Messiah The one chosen to lead and save the world in th

Son of God Atitle given to Jesus in the Gospels; sometimes
figures in the Old Testament.

Son of Man An ambiguous title Jesus uses to describe himse

The Nicene Creed A profession of faith in a number of Christian th
established at the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE an
Constantinople in 381 CE.

The Chalcedonian Definition A declaration affirming Christ as both fully God a
agreed upon at the Council of Chalcedon in 451

Homoousios A CGreek term meaning ‘in one being’, used in th
relationship between Jesus and God the Father.

Christ-event The term used by John Macquarrie to describe t
and continuing influence in the modern-day wor

Good News Another term for the Gospel, the message and sig

New Covenant The new agreement forged between God and h
of Jesus Christ.

The Beatitudes The list of blessings given by Jesus at the Sermo

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Metanoia Another word for repentance, or the changes o
life of penitence and spirituality.

Liberator A term used to describe Jesus as freeing human
spiritual oppression.

Zealots A group of political radicals aiming at restoring t
and overthrowing the Roman occupation.
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Jesus as Son of God

Overview - - -
Often regarded as one of the most important titles given to Je

God is often seen as an affirmation of the intimate relationship between Jesus
confirmation of his divinity and authority. In the early Christian Church, the nat
and his relation to Christ as Son were greatly debated, with many alternative
many modern denominations branded as heretical. Part of the difficulty lies in
Gospels. Jesus does not directly call himself the Son of God, preferring altern
only affirming the title in the third person in the Gospel of John, yet the unique
God is regularly stressed through Father—Son terminology.

Furthermore the idea of Jesus as the Son of God is often reinforced through hi
which indicate for many that Jesus has divine power. On the other hand, with
authenticity of such accounts has been questioned and the significance of the ti
down in comparison to Jesus as a teacher or liberator.

Key Points

General Points
» There are numerous Gospel passages where the unique relationship betwe
God and Jesus is expressed:

o In key narrative moments such as Jesus’s baptism and Transfigurat
God calls down from the heavens to announce Jesus as his son.

o Inthe nature miracles, Jesus is described as wielding divine power. O
example is Mark 6:47-52, where Jesus walks on water and calms the
winds, in a similar fashion to how God commands over nature in Gen

o Throughout the Gospels Jesus heals many, even raising people fro
the dead. One example is the healing of the man born blind in Joh
9:1-41. The power to perform miracles along with the power to fo
sins, was traditionally an authority only granted to God, further
reinforcing Jesus as the Son of God.

O The most important section of the Gospels, however, is the
resurrection. For many this is the fullest revelation of God in Jesus
salvation in Christ for everyday Christians.

Jesus’s Humanity and Divinity

» The question to what extent Jesus was human and to what extent he was d
of God title. In the early Church many Christians thought Jesus was literally
stress his humanity and looked towards the metaphorical nature of the Fat
concept of the Trinity was further developed as well, more questions arose
mediating the possible incarnation of God in Jesus.

o Jesus’s humanity is visibly affirmed at times in the Gospels. For exa
whereas pain would be something a divine being surely would not
important Jesus is human so that salvation can extend properly to
distant concept beyond the reach of ordinary people.

» These issues form the basis of Christology, the study of the relationship bet
two approaches can be argued:

o Christology from above, which focuses on the divine nature of Jesu

o Christology from below, which focuses more on the human Jesus in th
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Jesus and Sclf-knowledge
» If Jesus was truly the Son of God, it can be asked to what extent he was aw
Mark 5:30, if Jesus was truly divine, it would seem that he had pretended t
when the bleeding woman touched his cloak. Yetin John the ‘Il am’ statem
was aware of his divine nature to some extent.
o Medieval theology proposed a number of solutions to such issues.
knowledge Jesus might have between that of the divine and that w
suggesting that Jesus might not have always had access to both div
same time.
o Karl Rahner proposes a more nuanced solution, that Jesus as huma
a way that his awareness of the divine was buried in his actions an
can have an understanding of things they do not immediately call f
self-consciousness, but deeper within his psyche.

Miracles
» The miracles play an important role in understanding the authority of Jesus
o Many of his miracles are symbolic. For example, his healings throu
prophecies of the Messiah in Isaiah and as such his unique relation
o NT Wright, in particular, identifies in the healing miracles Jesus reu
outcast with God, symbolising his authority to both forgive and gat

people into a new covenant.
» However, others question the miracle accounts. Hume famously argues th
they can never be trusted more than people’s everyday experiences of the
o Such criticisms mean the literal significance of many of the miracle
Christian theology, in favour of analysing them in their relationship

Kingdom of God.

o This is reinforced by there being no fixed word for ‘miracle’ in the G
generally referred to as ‘mighty works’ or ‘signs’.

The Resurrection
» The resurrection of Christ is seen as central to understanding his nature an
breaking or miraculous affirmation of Jesus’s relationship with God, disting
prophets or religious leaders at the time.
o In1 Corinthians 15:13—15, St Paul states this plainly, declaring that if
and life would be in vain.
o For Christians, God letting his only Son die and atone for humanity’s
love in the Gospels, allowing all individuals to form a new relationshi
o Wolfhart Pannenberg reaffirms this, describing the resurrection, in
decisive moment at which Jesus is ‘visibly and unambiguously’ reve

Key Figures

John Macquarrie

» Macquarrie argues Jesus as the Son of God is unique. However, this comes
Jesus’s life, influence and place in history as the ‘Christ-event’.

» Rather than taking moments of his life to demonstrate his uniqueness, his
moment for humanity that, while not maybe exclusive as religious revelatio
movement through Jesus Christ as a person.

» Therefore, Jesus is not simply another prophet. He, as a defining moment i
lives until the present day, is unique as an individual and as a continuing re
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E P Sanoders
» Sanders argues that it is impossible to know whether the relationship Jesus

from analysing historical evidence.
» Theidea of a ‘unique’ relationship is one born out of faith rather than a concl
» The miracles and teachings of Jesus, therefore, support him being a person o
» However, this approach is emblematic of Christology from below, and othe

such as the resurrection are significant enough to argue the Son of God rel

Gerard O’ Collins

» O’Collins examines the questions around whether Jesus could have had sel
impossible to answer them in any satisfactory manner.

o Theinner realms of a person’s mind are very difficult, if not imposs
alive, let alone in the case of Jesus, who left no written testimony a
o Any analysis of Jesus’s consciousness would have to have a comple
experience and gain knowledge of the outside world, combined wi
with one’s intuition and instinct, a field largely underdeveloped in s

o Consciousness is different to that of straightforward knowledge. Bei:

existence can be done uncritically, while being conscious of someth
thing itself.
> However, he concludes it is possible to give one answer; that Jesus, in know
relationship with the Father, and being responsible for saving humankind,
self-consciousness of his divinity. The awareness he possessed, therefore,
necessarily mean holding direct knowledge of a divine presence within him
the significance and meaning of the Father—Son relationship.

Key Texts

The Nicene Creed

» This was written in 325 CE at the First Council of Nicaea, in response to the
amended at the First Council of Constantinople in 381 CE.

» It declared that the Father and the Son are of the same substance (homoou
eternal with the Father.

» This was in response to Arius, a priest who had suggested that, because the
have created him and so Christ must have had a beginning.

» However, this indicated that Christ was not eternal and just a creature, me
an idea many considered to be a heresy.

The Chalcedonian Definition

» This was written in 451 CE at the Council of Chalcedon as an attempt to res
controversy.

» This began when Nestorius put forward that there were two separate natu
divine, coming together in one will.

» However, Cyril of Alexandria criticised this idea for implying that Christ was
being co-eternal.

» The definition, therefore, set out that Christ possessed both a truly divine and
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Year 2 — Aovanced Considerations

Feminist Theology Exclusivism/Pluralism
To what extent have the Does identifying Jesus as first
categories of Jesus being the and foremost the Son of God tie
Son and God being the Father in to a model of exclusivism
emphasised maleness as an within Christianity? Or is there a
essential part of Jesus’s way of understanding the Son of
character? It can be debated God title in a non-unique way,
whether such language is such that it could retain
indicative of the cultural relevance for other religions
attitudes of the Gospel writers while not implicitly denying their
themselves, or whether such claims to truth?
familial notions really apply to
Jesus himself.
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

What are the various levels of meaning in the Son of God title and
how is it used to describe Jesus in the Gospels?

How was Jesus’s divinity asserted in the early Church compared to
Christianity today?

What is the difference between Christology from above and below?

Why are there potential issues with Jesus’s humanity in the Gospels?

Could Jesus have possessed self-knowledge about his own divinity?

How does O’Collins approach the issue of Jesus’s self-knowledge?

What role do the miracle stories play in understanding Jesus’s
relationship to God?

Why might critics question the validity of the miracle accounts?

Are the miracle stories necessary to assert the importance of
Jesus’s ministry?

Why is the resurrection often seen as the central point or crux of
the Gospels?

Is the resurrection essential to understanding the divinity of Christ?

What do the Nicene Creed and Chalcedonian Definition assert?

What importance does Macquarrie identify in the idea of the
‘Christ-event’?

Did Jesus have a unique relationship with God, or could it simply be
classed as special or significant?

(Year 2) What significance does Jesus’s reluctance to use the Son of
God title to describe himself have for secular perspectives
on Christianity?

(Year 2) Is the Son of God title used wrongly to assert patriarchal
ideas about Jesus’s essential maleness?

(Year 2) Does asserting Jesus as the unique Son of God commit
oneself to an exclusivist model of Christianity?
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Jesus as Teacher of Wisd:

Overview -
Jesus as a moral teacher holds a great appeal for many Chris

place less emphasis on his divinity. Throughout the Gospel Jesus presents man
of teachings, parables and sayings and he is often referred to as a ‘Rabbi’, a
who were educated and respected.

However, the importance of Jesus's wisdom in the Gospels can be interpreted

liberal Christians might view his teachings of compassion and love as significan
that they only carry authority when examined in the context of his wider divini
of God. Without placing Jesus as a teacher alongside other titles such as Son
Christianity is secularised, and Christ as a figure becomes reduced to simply a
more unique than other prophets or religious thinkers. On the other hand, som
issue, arguing for a more pluralistic conception of Christianity among other wo

Key Points

Repentance and Forgiveness

» Throughout the Gospels, Jesus presents the ‘Good News’ as being centred
of sin. Only God can judge and so people in their lifetimes should seek to
help those around them, regardless of their social standing or actions.

o This can be seen in the crowds he attracted throughout the
Gospels, often composed of people who were marginalised in
society at the time, such as sinners, tax collectors or the sick.

o The parable of the prodigal and his brother in Luke 15:11-32 is often
used as an example of the psychological requirements of the
forgiving attitude Jesus encourages. The father welcoming his son
back exemplifies the radical nature of Jesus’s teachings on
forgiveness and provides a moral template for those who wish to e

Reversal and the New Covenant
» There is great debate as to what extent Jesus sought to overturn the teachi
reforming them for a new audience.

o Parts of the Gospels seem to emphasise a revolutionary aspect to h
the Sermon on the Mount recall Moses in Exodus ascending Moun
Jesus as a moral prophet in the same vein.

o Throughout Matthew 5:17-48, Jesus presents a selection of the Ten C
the Torah, only to elaborate and overturn many people’s thoughts or
developing in turn new teachings on reversal and the new covenant

o Here there is ambiguity in Jesus’s statement of ‘| have come not to
verse 17. Some have interpreted here Jesus as advocating a new m
Kingdom of God, whereas others have simply put forward that Jesu
leaders for not practising the law correctly.

Motivation and Purity
» Jesus is critical of those he identifies as hypocritical, and often the targets o
and religious authorities, who he argued were merely observing religious ¢
of moral goodness and purity.
o Inthese criticisms, he often overturned not only ideas about how p
social importance placed upon ideas of wealth and power.
o In contrast to ideas of moral purity based on religious custom, he s
the most important part of a person to keep pure. People should a
sacrificial love and not with the expectation of reward or divine fav
o The Beatitudes in Matthew 5:3—12 exemplify this attitude, blessing
marginalised or maligned by the prevailing moral order.
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Key Figures

]olm Hick

In his 1977 collection of essays, The Myth of God Incarnate, Hick argues that
not unique to him as a figure and is seen in many different religious figures a
» If the idea of the incarnation is therefore removed from Jesus, he becomes ¢
God in different forms, and accordingly seeks to transform moral opinions fr
» Inviewing the incarnation metaphorically, one can avoid many of the traditi
Christianity as well as opening up a dialogue with other world religions poin
» Jesus may lose his uniqueness, but still retains authority in the power of his
with the pressing moral and religious issues that concern humanity.

Key Texts

Matthew 5:17—48

» This set of passages occurs just after the Beatitudes, where Jesus addresses
commandments, before subverting them and putting forward a new impera

» Oneimportant example is his rejection of a common view of justice at the ti
tooth for a tooth’ (Deuteronomy 19:21 NRSV). Instead he puts forward that |
motivation behind one’s actions, even when one has been wronged.

» Therefore if one is hit, one should turn the other cheek. Later he pushes this
listening to ‘love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you’ (Matt

» Throughout, this is establishing a fulfilling of the Jewish law and setting a hig
with this final command: ‘Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is pe

Luke 15:11-32

» This passage contains the parable of the prodigal and his brother, a teaching
circumstance the ideal of forgiveness within the Christian faith.

» Furthermore, it identifies the idea that anyone who repents and admits thei

» The example of the elder brother protesting is also noted as having the wro
reward as his younger brother he demonstrates the old moral law of workin
spiritual reward.

» The radicalness of Jesus’s teachings, however, is presented here and can be
of his fulfilment of old Jewish law.

» Metanoia, or repentance, requires dramatic psychological effort and can onl
pure intentions.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Year 2 — Adovanced Considerations

COPYRIGHT
Liberation Theology Exclusivism/Pluralism PROTECTED
To what extent have Jesus'’s To what extent does Hick’s
teachings on purity of intention identification of Jesus simply as a
and forgiveness overshadowed teacher of wisdom necessarily
his more radical opposition to support a pluralistic idea of
social and political injustice? Christianity? Could an exclusivist !g
Consider whether in liberation model of Christian truth be
theology there can be room for possible with believing Jesus 09
a traditional depiction of Jesus possessed divine authority? EdUCO’tEOf'} ;
as a wisdom teacher as well as a
social liberator.
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

What is the significance of Jesus’s ministry and teachings if taken
separately to his possible status as the Son of God?

What is the nature of Jesus’s teachings on repentance and forgiveness?

Does Jesus present a reversal of old Jewish values or a reformation
of them for a new audience?

What is the significance of Jesus’s teaching on the Ten
Commandments, the Law and the new covenant in Matthew 5:17-48?

Why does Jesus emphasise the importance of good intentions and
motivations behind moral acts?

What motivation should people act out of when helping others,
according to Jesus?

To what extent does the parable of the prodigal son and his brother
present a radical moral thesis of forgiveness?

How does John Hick’s view of Jesus influence the way Christians
should interpret his ministry?

(Year 2) Can the wisdom teachings of Jesus on forgiveness be
reconciled with the more radical elements of liberation theology?

(Year 2) To what extent can secular critics still endorse a picture of
Jesus as a great moral or wise teacher?
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Jesus as Liberator

Overview - - - —
The idea of Jesus as liberator started to gain more traction in f

publication of S G F Brandon’s Jesus and the Zealots and the rise of liberation t
traditional belief of Jesus being a centrally spiritual figure gave way to a mor
defending the poor and sick from persecution, as well as resisting the religious

Jesus’s teachings here, beyond being historical narratives, apply to all forms of
throughout time, meaning theology becomes tied up with all situations of injustic

However, some critics have argued this depiction of Christ is too narrow in sco
both the religious circumstances of his time, as well as the wider spiritual libera
Nevertheless, the image of Jesus as a liberator is an appealing one and many
issues may just simply lie in how this concept is interpreted and not whether it is
Christ himself.

Key Points

General Points

» During Jesus’s life and for long afterwards, Jewish people lived under Roma
of messianic expectations. People regularly prophesied and hoped for the
them from Roman rule.

o One of the groups leading a resistance was the Zealots, who, while
group, were loosely people who called for violent resistance agains
studies of the Gospels in recent years have occasionally drawn Jesu
revolutionary than a spiritual man of peace.

Jesus as a Political Liberator
» Throughout his ministry Jesus can be said to generally show preferential tr
typically marginalised:

o Inthe parable of the good samaritan in Luke 10:25—37, Jesus draws an
compassion using a Samaritan, who were often decried as religious he

o Similarly in Mark 1:40-45 and 8:1—4, Jesus heals individuals with le
would be classed as unclean and unfit to be seen with, let alone to

» However, these examples, while setting up Jesus to be a champion of the p
necessarily paint him as a political liberator. Some have argued he should
revolutionary. However, some argue this is evidence to suggest that Jesus

o In Matthew 10:34, Jesus declares ‘I did not come to bring peace, bu

o When Jesus was arrested he was tried as King of the Jews and sent
for a civic/political crime by Pilate. Many theologians argue that th
was a conspiracy by the high priests, with Pilate simply ordering th
death of Jesus to keep them happy. However, others argue this
explanation overlooks the possibility of Jesus being a figure of socia
resistance, with the Gospels being biased towards a theological
depiction of his death over its potential political context.

o Jesus’s triumphal entry to Jerusalem recalls Zechariah’s prophecy i
which states Israel’s coming king will ride into Jerusalem victorious
donkey. This arguably sets up Jesus as a character of messianic
expectation and, for many people at the time, a potential liberator
the Jewish people from Roman occupation.

o Other people have argued that the teaching of Jesus is not only soc
but economically radical, supporting the beliefs of liberation theolo
redistribution of wealth. For example, in Luke 18:18—22, Jesus state
receive eternal life from God if one sells one’s possessions and give
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Jesus as Religious Liberator
» Onthe other hand, there is a lot of evidence that Jesus challenged religious
political authorities, regularly denouncing the Pharisees and priests of his ti
with the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem.
o In Mark14:57, witnesses at Jesus’s trial testify that he claimed he w
replace it. While this testimony may be false, it supports the idea t
Jesus as a legitimate threat.
o Many times in the Gospels, Jesus criticises the practices of the Phar
handwashing and Luke 18:12 on tithing.
o O’Collins points out the conflict seems to lie most in Jesus’s challen
his eyes, separated ordinary people from true reconciliation with G
o Matthew 23:1—4 and 13 provide strong examples of Jesus’s challeng
13 especially he proclaims ‘woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypoc
the kingdom of heaven’ (NRSV).

Jesus as Liberator from Sin
» The more traditional theological view of Christ depicts him as a liberator fror::
humanity’s sin through his death on the cross liberated human beings, both
also by granting a new freedom to be reconciled with God and receive his g

o One particular verse supporting this idea is Romans 6:23, which dec

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord

o However other theologians have criticised this spiritual interpretati

arguing that it removes the historical context of Christ’s liberation of |

Key Figures

E P Sanders

» Sanders argues that, while in the Gospels Jesus is narratively placed against
that he was closer to Judaism than is believed by much of modern Christian

» Rather than Jesus being purely a liberator, he possibly sought to simply mod
Jewish law. Sanders suggests that the authors of the Gospels may have em
dramatic effect, such as the Pharisees surprising the disciples picking corn (
whose accuracy can be realistically doubted.

» Furthermore, it can be contended that Jesus only criticised the application
what could be considered to be a movement for the renewal of the Jewish f

» Therefore, Jesus as liberator has to be carefully tied in, not with an aggressi
resistance to authority, but rather with a nuanced portrayal of his perspecti
interpretations of the time.

Key Texts

Luke 4:16-21

» This passage is sometimes called the ‘mission statement’” and involves Jesus
in the synagogue of Nazareth.

» Within it he proclaims he has come as prophesied to ‘proclaim release to th
oppressed to go free’” (NRSV).

» While many theologians read this pledge to fulfil scripture as a connection b
expectation of Isaiah and Jesus as Christ, liberation theologians see a more i
News’ as explicitly intended for the poor and oppressed.

» To read only a spiritual meaning into this statement is to ignore its place as
social, religious and political structures of the time.
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Year 2 — Adovanced Considverations

Liberation Theology Feminist Theology
Does Jesus’s role as a liberator Can Jesus in addition to being a
provide a basis for liberation social or political liberator also
theology or does his be a liberator of women?
commitment to atoning for Consider whether this is a strong
humanity’s sin mean there is an enough position to hold from his
overarching emphasis on encounters with women in the
salvation and the afterlife? How Gospel, or whether other titles
might liberation theology provide a more rounded picture
reconcile these aspects of of Jesus’s ministry.
Jesus’s ministry?

Student Checklist

No
What Do | Know? Idea

How has Jesus been interpreted as a liberator?

How might the concept of Jesus as a liberator be pertinent
considering the historical context of Judaea in the first century CE?

What evidence is there to suggest that there was a political context
to Jesus’s actions?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Is the title of social liberator more fitting to his actions and character
than political liberator?

Is there any historical evidence to suggest that Jesus sought to
liberate Jewish people from Roman occupation?

Does Jesus challenge the religious authorities of his time in a
significant manner, or were his actions simply seeking to reform
certain aspects of Jewish tradition?

Is Sanders correct in suggesting that the Gospel writers might have
embellished parts of the Gospels, painting Jesus as a firebrand for
dramatic effect?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Is the most important aspect of Jesus his role as a liberator from sin
rather than from oppressive social structures?

What importance does Luke 4:16—21 have in identifying the purpose
of Jesus’s ministry?

Ig
(Year 2) How does the idea of Jesus as a liberator form the basis for
liberation theology?

Qg
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(Year 2) Could Jesus also be regarded as a liberator of women?
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4. IsJesus best understood as a political liberator, or a liberator from

In your answer you should:

show a consistent knowledge and understanding of the person of Jesus in th:

o the significance of roles as a teacher of wisdom, divine saviour, so

o the reasons why theologians disagree about the way Jesus is port

way that might correspond to the culture and traditions of first-cen

o different perspectives and approaches to the question of whether
Jesus should be emphasised more when describing his ministry

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding th
reasons there may be for prioritising one aspect of his ministry over anoth
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Christian Moral Principl:

e -clLlo
Biblical Authority The extent to which the Bible and scripture influenc
Theonomous Ethics The idea that ethics is determined or given by God.
Sola Scriptura Means ‘by Scripture alone’ and is a Christian doctrine

supreme authority in faith and ethical practice.

Hermeneutical Circle A method of interpretation that focuses on a continu
understanding individual passages or sentences in th

The Magisterium The authority of the Pope and Bishops within the Ca
doctrine and teachings.

Natural Law The basic moral principles discoverable by reasoning
natural world.

Post-Liberal Theology A modern school of theological thought, focusing on
using the historical, communal and social aspects of

Agape A universal, unconditional, sacrificial love originating
motivation for moral action.

Sacred Tradition The idea that both scripture and the Church are auth
revelation of Christ.

The Bible in Christian Et

Overview — - -
The Bible is generally seen as one of the most important, if not

Christianity. Providing both a source of moral guidance as well as accounts of
invaluable in developing and instructing everyday Christian practices. Howev
different ways. While some Christians look to place it within its historical conte
modern ethical developments, others are committed to viewing it as an undispu
partly depends on whether one adopts a propositional or non-propositional a
former puts forward that the Bible should be seen as pure revelation, with any
being messages from God. Teachings such as the Ten Commandments, therefo
inflexible, applied to one’s life without question. On the other hand, the latter
looks towards the Bible as an account of Jesus’s life, in which his life, ministry a
relationally to a Christian’s own life, with his example and virtues ones to emb
ethical dilemmas. Such an approach in turn may well be more flexible and un
revealing a set of specific laws and practices.

Key Points

Biblical Authority
» Theonomous ethics is the idea that all ethics and morality are determined
» For some Christians, especially in the Protestant tradition, this is best exem
approach to Christian morality, with the Bible being the supreme authority
o Biblical laws, such as the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:1—17, sh
followed.
o The writers of the Bible should not be seen as authors, but rather s
has commanded or told. This is also known as amanuensis.
o Scripture, therefore, is self-authenticating and does not require int
able to infer the meaning clearly from the text itself.
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o Passages such as 2 Timothy 3:16, which states: ‘All scripture is inspir
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousnes
support such a position.

Strengths of Sola Scriptura

» Taking Scripture as being inerrant offers clear guidance on moral matters an
their actions being right in difficult ethical dilemmas.

» Mouw makes the point that if love is the only guiding principle then scriptur
Bible provides instruction on a number of other important practices, so one
between biblical revelation and ethical affairs in any human life.

o Itis equally important to note, on the other hand, that not all of the
Taking scripture to be inerrant does not mean replicating it wholly w
obeying the important commandments.

Criticisms of Sola Scriptura

» Theologians have criticised this approach by pointing at the
impossible task of reading the Bible without bias creeping in. All
interpretation naturally happens in line with each person’s own
experience, there is no completely objective way of reading any text.

» Others have pointed to the different styles of writing in the Bible.
Although the Gospels present accounts of Jesus’s life, they vary
greatly in tone. John, for example, presents a greatly mystical
depiction of Jesus and his life, while Matthew is more concerned with
how Jesus’s life fits in with Jewish scripture and culture.

o Asimilarissue can also be seen in how the Bible possesses its
own internal conflicts. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus
seems to present an overturning of Old Testament
commandments, making it impossible for Christians to effectively fo

o Similarly, there are many rules and practices in the Hebrew Scriptur
example, not planting two crops in the same field in Leviticus 19:19,
in Leviticus 11:7.

o Jesus at times also warns against blindly following tradition, exempli
this is an indication that the Bible should not be approached as inerr
one’s own conscience, reason and ethical insight.

o Lastly, many have pointed out that the Bible is not very helpful or co
many modern ethical issues, from nuclear weapons to IVF. Therefor
following scripture alone isn’t enough, reason is required to interpre
of technological developments in the modern world.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

The Hermencutical Circle
» The hermeneutical circle is a concept originally developed by the theologian
puts forward that one’s interpretation of a text is never-ending and circular.
o Inunderstanding the meaning of the Bible, one has to first read the
word and how it functions within the sentence or paragraph.
o From there one can place the passage within the overall meaning of
that meaning to one’s life.
o This process happens continually, as one’s understanding of the text
Bible bringing new meaning and interpretations to the fore.
o This approach is often contrasted and set against the concept of the
there can never be a fixed interpretation or meaning to a text then i
as self-authenticating.
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Key Figures

Karl Barth

» Barth warned against regarding scripture as inerrant, despite giving it huge i

» God’s Word cannot fully be captured in any human language, meaning that
represent his message.

» As such, giving the Bible an elevated, divine status is equivalent to bibliolatr
regarded as divine.

» The Bible instead is a witness to the words and accounts of people who hav
self-revelation of God.

Key Texts

2 Peter 1:20-21
» This passage is often used to support a literal interpretation of the Bible.
o The key part is the affirmation that ‘No prophecy of scripture is a m
(NRSV), which implies there is a distinct meaning behind each passa
o However, this may also be seen as arguing that one person’s interpr
the meaning of any prophecy, pointing towards the inability of hum
purpose or actions.

Year 2 — Adovanced Considerations

Scriptural Reasoning
To what extent does one’s
biblical approach influence how
one could engage in inter-faith
dialogue?

Would a commitment to sola
scriptura prohibit sharing of
truth between religions, or
would it just encourage religions
to clearly share their differences
with Christianity when
appropriate?

Feminist Theology
Does an overreliance on biblical
ethics possibly contribute to
patriarchal influences upon
Christianity, especially
considering their primarily male
authorship? Is there any way of
reconciling an approach of sola
scriptura with a more egalitarian
approach to gender in theology?
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Student Checklist

No
What Do | Know? Idea

What are the different ways in which the Bible is interpreted and
authoritative in Christian tradition?

What is theonomous ethics?

Why might some Christians identify the Bible as the only source
of ethics?

Is there any way of reading the Bible that does not involve personal
interpretation in some manner?

What are the strengths of a sola scriptura approach to Christianity?

Why might the internal conflicts in ethical practice be evidence
against a sola scriptura approach?

Does Jesus himself oppose blind faith in scripture and tradition as
identified in the Pharisees?

How might one resolve differences in ethics between the Old
Testament and the New Testament from a Christian perspective?

What is the hermeneutical circle and what is its role in interpreting
the Bible?

What issues may there be with a hermeneutical approach to scripture?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

How does Karl Barth warn against bibliolatry?

(Year 2) How does an overemphasis on the Bible as a source of truth
possibly encourage sexism within Christianity?

(Year 2) Does scriptural reasoning and inter-faith dialogue require a
particular approach to biblical ethics?
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The Church and Reason in Chris

Overview — — -
Most Christian denominations look further than the Bible for gu

pointed out that much of the New Testament was written after Jesus's death an
teachings were passed down through the small Christiaon community. Therefore
Church and many came to regard the Church as the living expression of Jesus’s
Christ itself.

This means that the Church becomes a source of revelation for many, providing
and cultivating traditions that allow individuals to become closer to God and s
Church is linked to the belief that interpretation of scripture can never be comp
important insights contained in its historical context, which the Church seeks to p
beings and culture develop through time.

This continued interpretation is practised in many different ways. Many church
up new ideas and developments on Christian doctrine, while identifying core ri
churchgoers, so that Christians may connect to the revelations and experiences
his message.

Key Points

Denominational Approaches to the Church and Trabdition
» Different Christian denominations approach the Church and its authority di
o The Catholic Church gives sacred tradition equivalent authority to t
come from Jesus himself and a continuing function of the Holy Spir
Church provides a summary of many of the traditions and doctrine
Councils and provides moral guidance on many different moral issu
o The Anglican Church, on the other hand, maintains the primacy of
tradition instead as an important and continuing debate on how to
through shifting times and circumstances.

The Magisterium
» Animportant part of the Catholic Church’s understanding of sacred traditio
Magisterium; the wisdom of the Pope, bishops and Church Councils.
o These are the centre of ethical decision-making in the Catholic Chu
unambiguous moral guidance for ordinary Catholics.
o Theimportance of conscience is still stressed, with sacred tradition
choices, but declarations by the Magisterium, such as the Catechis
seen as important sources of authority in any Catholic’s life.

Reason in Christian Ethics

» The value of reason and rationality has changed over time. Whereas, durin

seen as an objective source of information, modern-day perspectives tend
conditioned by one’s own culture and circumstances.

o Alasdair Maclntyre, for example, notes how rationality is always de

can be as many forms of reason as there are traditions.

» However, reason is often still seen as necessary in Christian ethics as a brid
and one’s present-day ethical dilemmas and circumstances.

o How one arrives at a decision in any situation depends on how one
teachings from the Bible and sacred tradition.

o However, many churches provide their own doctrines on current s
leaders and councils using reason and interpretation of the Bible.

o Approaches from reason can be collective as well as personal, with
coming to their own moral conclusions. One example is the Quake
to fight in the army during wartime.
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Natural Law

» In the Catholic tradition, ethical principles can be found in the natural worl
reason and conscience, which when examined together can be described a
natural law.

o This is based on the idea that as God created the world and each i
thing to have a purpose, how one should act can be derived from a
analysis of one’s purpose as a human being.

o Thomas Aquinas is responsible for developing a lot of the natural Ia
within the Catholic Church and he argued that reason is the primar
characteristic that distinguishes human beings from animals. This
allows human beings to understand the will of God as well as grow
from their knowledge of the world around themselves as created b

o In particular, he argued that reason can be embodied in primary pr
that apply to all living beings, the most universal precept being tha
is to be sought, evil avoided’.

o Natural law, therefore, provides guiding principles in ethical and pu
Christians. Analysis of primary precepts such as self-preservation c
understand why acts such as suicide contradict the will of God.

Criticisms of the Church and Reason
» There can be seen to be a conflict between Jesus’s teachings in the Gospels
traditions of the Jewish elders and Pharisees, and the equal authority of sa
for example, Jesus directly equates the Pharisees’ traditions with transgres
o These contradictions can be seen to underlie Protestant suspicion
Catholicism to sacred tradition, which has been seen at times to co
Luther’s call for reformation, for example, partly came out of the a
Church authorities’ own gain.
o Tradition is arguably also susceptible to bias, especially if the opini
diversity. Rosemary Radford Ruether, the feminist theologian, arg
Christian tradition as it is shaped almost completely by male persp
from women’s experiences are excluded.

Key Figures

Stanleyy Hauerwas

» Hauerwas is a well-known American theologian who wrote extensively unde

» This emphasised greatly the importance of the Christian community and Ha
ethics can only be understood within the narrative and situation of Christia

» In contrast to the individualism emphasised by many secular approaches to
be credibly formed as the response of a community to ethical issues, and ¢
faces new challenges and dilemmas.

» One example he gives is Jesus’s teachings in the Sermon on the Mount, wh

values of Judaism, are only illuminated when understood in the context of

communities of the time.

Key Texts

Catechism of the Catholic Church

» The Catechism is a summary of the doctrines of the Catholic Church and pr
guidance for ordinary Catholics in their everyday lives.
o Oneimportant point it reinforces is the importance of the Church.
‘To the church belongs the right always and everywhere to announ
relation to all questions related to salvation and reinforces the aut
evaluating ethical issues within the Catholic faith.
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Year 2 — Aovanced Considerations

Exclusivism/Pluralism Feminist Theology
Does considering natural law, the How might natural law lead to
Church and the context of early patriarchal attitudes about
Christian belief push Christianity human nature becoming
towards being inclusivist, or is ingrained in Christian thought?
there a way to reconcile these
doctrines with Jesus being the Could beliefs about the purpose
only path to salvation? and nature of women be linked

to this thought rather than to
revelation from Jesus himself? If

5o, could Christianity survive fo
without natural law as an ethical or
system? pu
Student Checklist
No
What Do | Know? Idea
®

How has the Church influenced Christian thought and what
justification is given for reason playing an important part in
interpreting Jesus’s ministry?

How have the Anglican and Catholic Churches differed in their
approach in giving authority to the Church over scriptural insight?

What is the importance of the Magisterium in generating new doctrine?

What does the Catechism of the Catholic Church assert regarding the
Church and reason as sources of authority and knowledge?

Why do many Christians regard reason as an important source of
insight into ethics?

What issues might arise when relying on reason as a source of
ethical knowledge?

How might reason differ between personal and collective use?

What role does natural law play in the Catholic tradition?

How did Aquinas develop universal ethical principles based on
natural law?

What authority should reason be given within Christian thought?

What are some of the strengths and weaknesses of using reason to
evaluate Christian teaching?

How does Hauerwas’s approach focusing on narrative, community
and history differ from Christian traditions about reason?

(Year 2) Does feminist criticism of Christian beliefs undermine the
truths potentially gained from reason and natural law?

(Year 2) Is theological truth from reason and natural law capable of
being reconciled with Christianity being an exclusivist religion?
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Agape in Christian Ethi

Agape has long played a huge part in Christian ethics, as sprin

in Mark 12:28-31 to ‘Love the lord thy God’ and ‘love thy neighbour as yours
emphasised is the self-sacrifice involved in agape love, as displayed in God’s
for the sins of humanity. Therefore, when agape is mentioned within the frame
demands it makes of human life and action are often stressed more than anythir:

The all-encompassing nature of agape has led some modern theologians to ide
principle in Christians’ lives. Reinhold Niebuhr, a famous American theologian,
orthodox Christianity, which emphasised morality as tradition or law, and later
to agape as an ideal within the moral interactions of all humankind. In this ide
complications about how moral laws might fit in with agape as an ideal, if laws
such an unconditional principle. Nevertheless, others have stressed the importa
an emphasis on agape love brings. Rather than people simply following the tr
beings grow and come of age in their moral improvement and act in line with C
as d result.

Key Points

Agape in the New Testament
» Throughout the Bible, numerous references are made to the importance of
it persists as a central theme and guiding force behind moral action, oppose
of the Jewish elders and Pharisees as depicted in the Gospels.
o In Matthew 5:43-46, Jesus, in contrast to the Old Testament instru
enemies. This particularly emphasises the sacrificial nature of Chris
o In1 Corinthians 13:4-8, one of the most well-known passages in the
elaborates on the Christian ideal of love, while comparing it as eter
prophecy, language and knowledge.

Justice, Love and Wisdom
» Three ethical norms to govern Christianity were suggested by the theologia
being love guided by justice and wisdom.

o ForTillich, all the different forms of love, from friendship to sexual,
agape, and that beyond traditional, puritanical conceptions of Chris
moral thinking should instead concern itself with one’s relations to
most loving way in any situation.

o Rather, therefore, than the Church or Bible holding the ultimate auth
intellect should be consulted, with agape as the motivating factor beh
be subject to this ethical process and adjusted or rejected at times wh

Is Agape the Only Guiding Principle?
» Some theologians have criticised relying on agape within moral decisions as
being too narrow or vague a concept to apply to everyday ethical dilemmas.

o Itis possible to point to the fallible nature of man. It could be
very possible that a Christian could act, thinking they are doing so
out of love, when in fact they might be breaking rules for
distorted or selfish reasons.

o Others argue that, if love can determine all moral actions, then
Christian ethics is reduced to secular ethics and God’s word or
will becomes little more than a religious curiosity.

o One can also look at other fundamental concepts in the Bible, such
as the Kingdom of God and redemption, arguing that these are
important in influencing how ethics is practised. The idea of
abstract love, on the other hand, has little content in the context of he:
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o The theologian Richard Mouw makes the important point that, simp
another might be the primary command Jesus makes in the Gospels
are not commandments on other important theological matters. If
behind understanding why love should be the primary moral princip
commandments considered in the same way?

Key Figures

Joseph Fletcher
» Fletcher is a liberal Protestant theologian who in the 1960s developed a radi
maximising of agape love as its primary goal.

o In particular he argued there were no strictly or objectively good or
decision is only good or bad depending on the context or situation it

o This was termed Situation Ethics and commanded those following th
person should aim to make the most loving decision possible.

o He argued this is justified by the figure of Christ in the Gospels, who
the legalistic moral thinking of figures such as the Pharisees and em
judgemental and loving morality above all else.

o He proposed four working principles to govern moral action: Pragm
and Personalism.

Key Texts

John 15:12-13

Here Jesus states that the only command he has towards humanity is that they
each other as he has towards them. From this authoritative statement, it is argu
the central Christian principle governing all moral actions. It also identifies it inv
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends’ (NRSV).

1 Corinthians 13:4—7
One of St Paul’'s most famous passages, it details the virtues of the kind of love C
describes agape as encompassing aspects of human hope and endurance. From
virtue and moral action love as the motivating factor, expanding this into a Chris
on agape.
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Year 2 — Aovanced Considerations

Liberation Theology
Is regarding love as the sole
guiding ethical principle enough
to lead to real change for those
who are poor and marginalised,
or does there need to be a
greater emphasis on the
structures of inequality and
injustice?

Consider whether Fletcher’s or
Tillich’s conceptions of justice
are wide-ranging and pertinent
enough to be adopted within
the context of liberation
theology.

Feminist Theology
Does regarding ethics as love
ignore the patriarchal or sexist
elements of Christianity, or allow
for a new ethical Christian
theory that promotes gender
equality?

Consider situation ethics and
whether the idea of love will
inevitably be misconstrued by
male power structures in the
Church and whether there can
ever be a neutral conception of
love in human psychology that
does not involve gender.

Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

evidence is there for this?

How did Fletcher propose agape love to be capable of the sole
guiding principle within a Christian moral system? What biblical

principle of agape?

Why does Tillich argue that wisdom is the backbone of the Christian

What role does justice have in guiding decisions based on agape love?

effectively action-guiding?

Why have some theologians criticised the idea of agape as not being

form of secular ethics?

Is situation ethics, relying on agape to guide conduct, effectively a

Why does Mouw argue other God-given commandments might have
a role to play in Christian ethics beyond love?

How does eschatology influence Christian ethics and what relation
does this have to ethics based on agape?

(Year 2) Can liberation theology successfully adopt a Christian ethic
based only on love, or are broader notions of justice more important?

(Year 2) Has the Christian principle of agape been applied universally?
Or in practice has it only been applied to other Christians?
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Practice Exam-style Questio

5. “‘Church tradition has an essential part to play in developing Christ

In your answer you should:
show a consistent knowledge and understanding of the different ways Chri
including:
o  the significance of the Bible, Church and reason in the developmen
o the reasons why theologians disagree about the way Christian ethi
decided upon
o different perspectives and approaches to the question of whether
Christian ethical practices other than the Bible

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding C
there may be for giving Church tradition a role in deciding upon Christian
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Christian Moral Actio

-------------------------------------- GLI{L+:LO

2 1 1

The Confessing Church A movement of German Protestants that opposed
Protestant churches in support of Nazi ideals.

Civil Disobedience A symbolic process of opposing a government’s law

Visible Community The importance of the Church for Bonhoeffer in bei
community but also in politics and other social issue

Finkenwalde An illegal seminary directed by Bonhoeffer betwee
train pastors and put the principles of the Confessin

‘No Rusty Swords’ Bonhoeffer’s call to the Church to continually be ac

Cheap Grace Grace without discipleship, the easy route of Christi
neither reflected Christ’s command nor embodied h

Costly Grace The difficult path of true Christian discipleship that

‘The Church and the Jewish A 1933 essay by Bonhoeffer addressing the problem
Question’ Church faced under Nazi rule and how they should
of Jewish people.

Discipleship Bonhoeffer’s 1937 book that focuses on how Christ
demands placed upon them by Christianity.

Letters and Papers from Bonhoeffer’s final selection of letters and works fro
Prison in1944.

Barmen Declaration A 1934 theological document that rejected the idea
state and became the focal point for the Confessing

Solidarity Amoral commitment to stand up alongside those wh

The Ethics of Dietrich Bonh

Overview
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was one of the most prominent theologians

thought and as an example of how Christian moral principles should be put into ¢
Christian theology that should be altogether radical in challenging the State an
traditional Christianity, which historically has regarded obedience to the State
of civil disobedience sprang from a reinterpretation of Luther, who was typical
and State as equivalent in many ways, as well as a resistance to much of the N
growing in influence in Germany in the run-up to World War Il.

Bonhoeffer rejected Nazi beliefs and ethics and as a founding member of the
and protested against many of their practices. He argued particularly that the
system of support for people, but also a place to assist with spiritual discipline
primarily an ethic placing others first before the self. The Church should theref
performing rituals and rites, or comfortable adherence to a set of theological b
with playing an active part in shaping the ethical environment of the world it e
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Key Points

Background
» Bonhoeffer lived through the rise of Hitler and the Nazi party and during a ti
Christian Church was thrust into crisis through some Protestant churches m
politics and anthropology.
o Others, however, stood against such attempts to incorporate Nazi id
Confessing Church was formed in an attempt to keep Christianity au
political ideals of the Nazi Party. Bonhoeffer, on 1%t February 1933, d
authentic Christianity with a radio broadcast titled ‘The Younger Ge
Concept of the Fuhrer’, which was heavily critical of the Nazi Party a
o These activities brought Bonhoeffer into conflict with the State. How
and as the prospect of war began to loom over Europe, he resolved t
Germany. His brother helped him avoid arrest for his political stance
German military intelligence, but during the war he regularly fed bac
o On 5™ April 1943, he was arrested and imprisoned for helping Jewish
However, he was later identified as playing a part in the 20" July 194
led to him being moved in February 1945 to Flossenblirg concentrati
April 1945, shortly before the area was liberated by the approaching

Obedience and Leadership
» Bonhoeffer saw within the call to discipleship a complete obedience only to C
from a rational evaluation and Bonhoeffer even discredits the idea that Christ
Rather, it is concerned fundamentally with the surrendering of one’s will to G
o Life therefore for a Christian cannot be concerned with what one fin
reasonable or conscionable. One’s duty to God is not a convenience
obedience’, as Bonhoeffer describes it, is the only true act of faith.
o This means one has no obligation to the State that rests outside of o

Civil Disobebdience
» If Christians are only required to serve God then any ideal propagated by th
should be resisted. Bonhoeffer effectively argues that civil disobedience is a
where the ethics and will of the Christian God would be contradicted.
o This is a break from many of the traditional Lutheran ideals that saw t
of the same coin, particularly from Romans 13:1—7, which states that p
to the governing authority as it has been instituted by God. However,
clear to Bonhoeffer that Christianity was required to be a separate en
o Christians, as affirmed by the will of God, are required
to stand up to injustice. In the case where a state is
unfairly persecuting people it is a moral requirement of
any Christian to disobey and stand up against such acts.
o This endorsement of civil disobedience can be seen in
Bonhoeffer’s own life. He lost his job for speaking out
against the Nazi party, but equally also criticised the
Confessing Church for not doing enough to help Jewish
victims of Nazi persecution.
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The Confessing Church

» Bonhoeffer stressed the importance of the Church as a ‘visible community’.
only be a source of spiritual discipline to Christians, but also act as a sign or

» This formed part of the principles of the Confessing Church, set up as an aut
the Nazi-aligned Protestant churches during the 1930s. In 1934, it released
Barmen, which asserted the importance and centrality of Jesus Christ and d
possess authority.

o One particularly important principle of the Confessing Church was t
oath towards Hitler, which was required of the military and civil ser
principle ended up costing Karl Barth his professorship.

o Bonhoeffer, at the request of the leaders, led and directed a secret
Finkenwalde until it was shut down by the Nazi government in 1937

o Its main function was to train new pastors, free of Nazi influence. B
of Christian community as a challenging of nationalist ideologies an
discipline, Bible study, meditation and brotherhood.

o This arguably follows Jesus’s teaching in Luke 10:38—42 to Martha,
being absorbed in her spiritual life. Here the tasks of Martha are di
spiritual life, and the seminary at Finkenwalde is potentially Bonhoe
important tasks in the face of social and political difficulties in the o
as emphasising the importance of costly grace — one must commit t
concerned with one’s own material circumstances.

» Bonhoeffer viewed the ideal Church as being a place of refuge for those wh
were being persecuted, and a lack of action for this ideal led to his eventual
dissatisfaction with the Confessing Church.

o One turning point was at a synod meeting where the Confessing Ch
refused to oppose as a matter of course the requirement for pastor
take the civil oath. This, combined with what he perceived to be a
reluctance to speak up on behalf of persecuted Jewish people, led t
Bonhoeffer feeling the Church was avoiding its Christian responsibil

o This disillusionment formed from his argument that there should be
rusty swords’ in the Christian Church. Where there was injustice, th
Church is required to speak out and take action.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

» In his final letters while in prison in 1944, Bonhoeffer questions the place of
be an increasingly secular world. While his ideas contained weren’t elabora
disillusionment with the still practising Christian church during the Nazi regi

o He ponders in particular the possibility of a ‘religionless Christianity
secular people participating in the sufferings of God without the tra
o This holds similarities to Barth’s view that religion is a human const
utmost faith in Christ. Bonhoeffer debates what he perceives to be
can declare themselves ‘religious’ yet display none of its requireme
therefore, whether religion itself is metaphysically meaningless or wi:
the modern world.

COPYRIGHT
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Cheap and Costhy Grace
» Bonhoeffer’s views on discipleship led to him dividing between the ideas of
o He argued Christians should look to the latter, costly grace, as auth
there should be the expectation of struggle and hardship. It require
changes to their life and cannot be simply a case of quietly followin
o On the other hand, cheap grace is the comfortable, unchallenging f
not truly committed to discipleship. Sins are forgiven without strug
practitioners believe that simply having faith in Jesus and going thro
church means that they will get into heaven. Bonhoeffer believed t
devalues not only the death of Christ for humanity’s sin, but also de
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Sacrifice, Suffering and Solidvarity
» Bonhoeffer’s ideas about cheap and costly grace are linked to the notion th
focus on others. True discipleship means being in existence for others and
when one places the importance of one’s neighbours above oneself.
o Hellinks discipleship to the Passion. Just how Jesus suffered and sac
Christians are expected to do the same, taking on the guilt of the w
o This connects to Bonhoeffer’s idea of solidarity. The Christian lives
becomes an experience of transcendence with God himself.
o These ideas can be seen in his 1933 essay, ‘The Church and the Jewish
is obligated to fight against the injustice towards Jewish people, even t

Issues in Bonhoeffer’s Theology
» Some have viewed Bonhoeffer’s theology as placing too much emphasis on
relevant during Nazi rule, but during peaceful times it may well be excessive
behalf of others. However, others identify his ideas about solidarity to be m
existence for others as a path to peace and justice rather than conflict.

» Others have found issue with Bonhoeffer’s writings on civil disobedience. |
clearly unjust acts were taking place, it is easy to endorse civil resistance, bu
euthanasia, where the true good is more difficult to determine, it may be to
should disobey or resist the State in their lives and actions.

» One final difficulty is how to reconcile Bonhoeffer’s idea of discipleship with
in knowing the will of God. If it is possible that human beings might interpr
through the Bible or personal revelation, then it is possible that Bonhoeffer
to act violently or irresponsibly on behalf of God. Despite this issue, many v
community and discipline as essential to erasing these fringe cases. This dif
idea of religion as a personal crusade and ignores the part the Church has t
regulating, the actions of ordinary Christians.

The Relevancy of Bonhoeffer’s Theology Today

» Some theologians have viewed Bonhoeffer’s ideas as a more extreme respo
World War I, and as such have argued his calls for strict discipleship no long
outside of this context.

o However, others argue that the continued suffering of many poor a
world means Bonhoeffer’s ideas still carry weight. Modern capitalis
reinforcing material inequality, can be seen to work through unjust
Bonhoeffer’s theology would oppose.

o Similarly, the overextending of many states’ powers, both domestical::

Bonhoeffer’s teachings can still hold contextual relevancy on issues
o Therefore his message of solidarity may well be timeless and, altho
pressure to modernise and adapt to modern moral values, it is still
of injustice and over-extension of political power in the world valida
Christianity and the world.
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Key Texts

Discipleship

» Bonhoeffer’s 1937 book is focused around the Sermon on the Mount and sp
it truly involves to follow Christ.

» He also details how the Church, in attempting to match the demands of mo
secularised and in doing so placed cheap ritual over real obedience to Christ

» It contains Bonhoeffer’'s meditations on the Beatitudes, which he saw as aim

sermon and that, while they are often seen as an unattainable ideal, in fact t

Christians should live. Obedience to Christ means denying oneself and takin

Year 2 — Aovanced Considerations

Liberation Theology
Does Bonhoeffer’s theology, in
committing to strict Christian
moral principles and ideas about
costly grace, have parallels to
the socio-economic and moral
arguments of liberation
theology?

Consider whether Bonhoeffer,
with his strict emphasis on
committed discipleship and
opposition to unjust political
systems, could find favour in the
socialist and Marxist theories
behind thinkers such as
Gutierrez.

Exclusivism/Inclusivism
Is Bonhoeffer’s theology, with its
unyielding emphasis on
obedience to God and revelation
through Christ, exclusivist in
nature?

Could a Christian following
Bonhoeffer’s thought naturally
find themselves in conflict with
other religions and their
different belief systems?

Or does Bonhoeffer’s
commitment to helping Jewish
people under the Nazis
demonstrate an inclusivity in his
theology?
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Student Checklist

No
What Do | Know? Idea

What is the background to Bonhoeffer’s life and struggle against the
Nazi party?

Why did Bonhoeffer stress that human beings should only be
obedient to God and not any political state or party?

How did Bonhoeffer resist and oppose the Nazi party before the
beginning of World War II?

How does Bonhoeffer’s theology allow for civil disobedience by
committed Christians?

What role did Bonhoeffer play in the Confessing Church?

What was the purpose of the seminary that Bonhoeffer set up
at Finkenwalde?

What is the difference between cheap and costly grace?

Why did Bonhoeffer place such a great emphasis on suffering,
sacrifice and solidarity?

How is committed discipleship important in Bonhoeffer’s theology?

In what way did Bonhoeffer in his letters ponder the existence of a
‘religionless Christianity’?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

What issues are there potentially in Bonhoeffer’s theology
surrounding civil disobedience, suffering and discipline?

Why have some theologians argued Bonhoeffer’s theology is not
relevant outside of the political circumstances it was developed within?

(Year 2) What parallels are there potentially with liberation theology
and Bonhoeffer?

(Year 2) How does Bonhoeffer’s ‘religionless Christianity’ possibly
support secularist arguments?
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6. Critically assess whether Bonhoeffer’s theology is still relevant in p

In your answer you should:
show a consistent knowledge and understanding of Bonhoeffer’s theology
o the significance of obedience to God, and why Christians should p
o the reasons why theologians disagree about whether Bonhoeffer’s
is applicable to modern-day theological issues
o different perspectives and approaches to the question of whether
than a historical relic

Analyse and evaluate different approaches to the questions surrounding B
reasons there may be to believe the issues he was addressing during his lif
today.
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Mark Schemes

Levels of Response (AS Level)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)

5 The student’s answer will display very good knowledge and understandi
(1315 question, apd contain a great a!mount gf applicable content applied appr
marks) understanding of the relevant issues with very good breadth or depth. Tl

language and substantial references to appropriate scholars, academic o
The student’s answer will display good knowledge and understanding.

4 the question, and contain a good amount of applicable content gener
(10-12 show on the whole a solid understanding of the relevant issues with m
marks) will be a mostly precise use of technical language and a good number

scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisdom.
The student’s answer will display adequate knowledge and understan

3 the question, contain a fair amount of applicable content and show a

(7-9 marks) | relevant issues, though without depth or breadth. There will be some
number of references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or s
The student’s answer will display a rudimentary knowledge and under

2 addressed the question, contain some applicable content and show a

(4-6 marks) | relevantissues. There will be some technical language and a few refe
academic opinions or sources of wisdom.

The student’s answer will display a poor knowledge and understandin

1 disregarded the question, contain little applicable content and show a

(1-3 marks) | relevantissues. There will be minimal technical language and very few
academic opinions or sources of wisdom.

Level Levels of Response (AO2)
The student’s answer will give a very good analysis and evaluation. It

5 predominantly persuasive and coherent argument, with well-develop
(13-15 views presented, and will fully and skilfully answer the question. Ther
marks) language and substantial references to appropriate scholars, academi

which enhance the answer.
The student’s answer will give a good analysis and evaluation. It will h

4 to give a coherent argument, with some well-developed justification a
(10-12 presented, and will pertinently address the question. There will be a
marks) language and a good number of references to appropriate scholars, ac

wisdom which enhance the argument.
The student’s answer will give an adequate analysis and evaluation. It
efforts to give a coherent argument, though it will lack full justification

3 ) . .

(7-9 marks) presented, and will generally addres.f, the question. There WI||. be som
an adequate number of partly effective references to appropriate sch
of wisdom.

The student’s answer will give a rudimentary analysis and evaluation.

2 successful efforts to give a coherent argument, but with minimal justif

(4-6 marks) | presented, and will only partly address the question. There will be so
ineffective references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or s
The student’s answer will give a poor analysis and evaluation. It will h

1 coherent argument, lack justification and evidence for the views prese

(1-3 marks) | question. There will be minimal technical language and very few, if an
scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisdom.
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Levels of Response (A Level)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)
The student’s answer will display excellent knowledge and understand
6 strong and nuanced focus on the question, and will contain a pertinen
(14-16 applicable content applied with flair. It will show a very detailed unde
marks) comprehensive breadth and depth. There will be a rigorous use of tec
substantial references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or s
5 The student’s answer will display very good knowledge and understandi
question, and will contain a great amount of applicable content applied a
(11-13 . . ]
marks) understanding of the rfalevant issues with very gpod breadth or depth. Tl
language and substantial references to appropriate scholars, academic o
The student’s answer will display good knowledge and understanding.
4 the question, and will contain a good amount of applicable content ge
(8-10 show on the whole a solid understanding of the relevant issues with m
marks) will be a mostly precise use of technical language and a good number
scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisdom.
The student’s answer will display adequate knowledge and understandi:
3 the question, contain a fair amount of applicable content and show a
(5-7 marks) | relevant issues, though without depth or breadth. There will be some
number of references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or s
The student’s answer will display a rudimentary knowledge and under
2 addressed the question, contain some applicable content and show a
(3-4 marks) | relevantissues. There will be some technical language and a few refe
academic opinions or sources of wisdom.
The student’s answer will display a poor knowledge and understandin
1 disregarded the question, contain little applicable content and show a
(1-2 marks) | relevantissues. There will be minimal technical language and very few
academic opinions or sources of wisdom.
Level Levels of Response (AO2)
The student’s answer will give an excellent analysis and evaluation. It
6 persuasive and coherent argument, with clear, well-developed and in-
(21-24 the views presented, and will thoroughly and skilfully answer the ques
marks) extensive use of technical language and significant and substantial ref
academic opinions or sources of wisdom which enhance the answer.
The student’s answer will give a very good analysis and evaluation. It
5 predominantly persuasive and coherent argument, with well-develop
(17-20 views presented, and will fully and skilfully answer the question. Ther
marks) language and substantial references to appropriate scholars, academi
which enhance the answer.
The student’s answer will give a good analysis and evaluation. It will h
4 to give a coherent argument, with some well-developed justification a
(13-16 presented, and will pertinently address the question. There will be a
marks) language and a good number of references to appropriate scholars, ac
wisdom which enhance the argument.
The student’s answer will give an adequate analysis and evaluation. It
3 efforts to give a coherent argument, though it will lack full justification
(9-12 presented, and will generally address the question. There will be som
marks) an adequate number of partly effective references to appropriate sch
of wisdom.
The student’s answer will give a rudimentary analysis and evaluation.
2 successful efforts to give a coherent argument, but with minimal justif
(5-8 marks) | presented, and will only partly address the question. There will be so
ineffective references to appropriate scholars, academic opinions or s
The student’s answer will give a poor analysis and evaluation. It will h
1 coherent argument, lack justification and evidence for the views prese
(1-4 marks) | question. There will be minimal technical language and very few, if an
scholars, academic opinions or sources of wisdom.
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Indicative Content

1. ‘Augustine presents an overly pessimistic view of human nature.’

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Augustine uses the Bible to justify his beliefs about original sin, using Gene
description of the Fall to identify human nature as ontologically corrupt an

o This sinful nature of human beings is reflected in both their individual acti
violence, corruption and indecency that plague human societies.

o Human nature as wounded is subject to concupiscence, and the weakness
prevents human beings from being consistently morally good.

o Pre-Fall the body, the source of concupiscence, was in harmony with the s
the Fall lost control and became divided.

o Human beings after the Fall lost the balance between love directed towar
(caritas) and love directed towards material, temporal things (cupiditas).

o  Each human being is therefore focused on the material world, and themse
result of the Fall and original sin. This leads to human beings sinning beca
selfish and seeking their own material pleasure above all else.

o  Original sin is passed down through intercourse, meaning each newborn in
carries original sin as part of their human nature.

o Augustine views original sin as a negative thing, but also as a simple theolo
should be grateful for the possibility of salvation in God at all so Christian
positive.

o Humanists argue Augustine is unfairly pessimistic, arguing that human bei
potential to be moral genetically, possessing knowledge or intuitive under
good.

o Thinkers such as Sartre argue Augustine is both pessimistic and wrong, as
essence/nature, instead only the radical freedom of existence.

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argumen

Augustine is too pessimistic, wrong or unconvincing:

o Thereis little to no scientific or historical evidence for the Fall, or for huma
ontological affliction of original sin as part of their human nature (evolutio

o There have been general moral improvements throughout the history of h
practices in Augustine’s era, such as slavery, are less practised now.

o There is greater evidence to suggest human beings are shaped by their en
Philosophers such as Rousseau contend human beings are good in a state

o Augustine’s view downplays the importance of free will (Pelagius). If hum
automatically going to be sinful, and God predestines who will be saved, t
good. Augustine may present a fatalistic view of human nature.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Augustine is not pessimistic, or should be interpreted differently:

o History has shown, both in societies and individuals, that people naturally
behaviour (war, slavery, etc.).

o  Original sin does not have to be a description of all human nature, but the
psychologically tend to be selfish and act in their own interests above othe

o Itis not pessimistic to simply analyse human behaviour. Augustine is simp
the way human beings behave.

o Human beings have built political authorities on purpose to control the wo
immoral human behaviour, not to let human beings exist in a state of natu

o There are potentially genetic origins to human beings acting selfishly or im
environment may play a factor. There is less freedom to act morally than
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2. Assess whether Christian concepts of the afterlife should be viewe
spiritual life.

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Heaven, hell and purgatory often, throughout Christian history, have been
places or realms of punishment and reward depending on whether a pers
or committed mortal or venial sins without remorse.

o  Key biblical passages such as Matthew 25:31-46 describe hell as a place of
of teeth, whereas the righteous are rewarded with eternal life.

o Revelation (14:10, 19:20, 20:10) similarly describes hell in numerous ways,
of sulphur, or a place of everlasting torment.

o Different interpretations of these texts result in different ideas about hell.
an idea of heaven and hell as physically satisfying requirements of justice,
Dante in The Divine Comedy.

o Many modern Christian traditions and theologians view biblical accounts a
believing in the realms of the afterlife instead as states of being reconciled
God, e.g. the Catholic Church describing hell as ‘eternal separation from G

o Other thinkers have discussed whether, in the absence of evidence for it b
Christian concepts of the afterlife should be regarded as symbols of a pers
life.

o Heaven, hell and purgatory therefore may have metaphorical meaning as
state or relationship with God during their life, but not of a place or state a

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argumen

Students may agree that Christian concepts of the afterlife should be viewed

arguments below:

o There has been no fixed agreement about what heaven, hell and purgator
are places or symbols. In the absence of real knowledge, they should be v
interpretations of human states or experiences.

o Abenevolent God would not create a specific realm of hell as punishment
contradictory to his nature. Hell therefore must be symbolic of the pain o
God.

o Tillich’s argument that hell is best understood as existential alienation — h
metaphors for ‘the polar ultimates in the experience of the divine’.

o  Descriptions of the Christian afterlife in the Bible are already highly symbo
need to interpret them as representing distinct states or places in reality.

o Jesus in the Gospels may have been referring to a ‘realised eschatology’ —
symbols of the worlds human beings can create on earth in the light of Jes

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Students may disagree that Christian concepts of the afterlife should be view

arguments below:

o Descriptions of heaven and hell in the Bible often refer to a literal state or
of a jump to assume these must be only symbolic in their use of metaphor

o  For Christian moral truths to have meaning, there must be real rewards or
human action on earth, and from the grace of God. Without these the pro
the Christian God has no psychological power.

o Eternal life is promised for the righteous in the Bible, either reconciled wit
transformed state on earth. The logical counter to this is a corresponding
justice for the unrighteous.

o Hell might be seen as a symbol, but the promise of a benevolent God is a p
universalism, so heaven is more than a symbol. Students might refer to Hi
that human beings undergo moral transformation both in their present liv
states after death, with all individuals eventually moving towards final divi
reconciliation with God.
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3. “Natural theology cannot develop consistent or coherent knowledg

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Natural theology looks towards reason and observation of the natural wor
God, believing that as God is creator of the world, he can be known throug

o Humans across nearly all societies have had a conception of the divine, an
that every human being has the capacity to experience God in nature or th
be the ‘sensus divinitatis” of Calvin.

o Christianity teaches that human beings are made in the image of God — thi
certain attributes, such as intellect that allow them to comprehend him.

o Arguments for the existence of God, such as the design argument, posit th
determine from the order and design of the world that God must have be

o Other important ideas, such as beauty, may reveal God, along with a hum
moral through conscience.

o Some theologians have argued that natural theology relies on faulty huma
the Fall, or their general fallibility. As such it is not possible to rely on natu
knowledge of the existence and nature of God.

o Modern ideas such as process theology put forward a more pantheistic ide
radically within creation while partially sacrificing his transcendence. Such
mean it is much easier to develop coherent knowledge of God from the wi

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argumen

Students may support natural theology with the arguments below:

o The Bible at times (Romans 1:19—20) affirms that the world is good and ord
he should be discoverable through aspects of it.

o Design arguments present good evidence (inference to the best explanatio
ordered, complex and fine-tuned requires an explanation; a being with th
create such complexity. That can only be God.

o Experiencing beauty, love, greatness in the world is a window to those cha
the Bible and other sources affirm.

o God’s transcendence does not cancel out his immanence or prevent huma
understanding through creation — Macquarrie’s argument for dialectical th

Students may criticise natural theology with the arguments below:

o Arguments from design, and natural theology in general, have not consist
knowledge about God beyond that of revelation, and at times have contra

o The human ability to reason is corrupted by the Fall so much that, while n
affirm truths from revelation, it cannot consistently develop them by itself

o God’s transcendence means that his nature and existence are beyond the
reason — the only way God interacts with the world is of his own free will a
beings can understand (Barth, Calvin).

o Jesus Christ is the main source of knowledge and holds priority over huma
intervention human beings would only have a vague, conflicting idea of w

o Some students may argue that natural theology is important, but seconda
theology, and can only know God as Creator, not God as Saviour.

o  Some students might argue that natural theology and revealed theology a
knowledge of God, either through creation or revelation, comes from him,
source of all human knowledge and understanding.
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4. IsJesus best understood as a political liberator, or a liberator from

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Each of the four Gospels depicts Jesus in a different fashion, although all a
Depending on what priority one gives certain passages or events, the imag
through biblical exegesis or eisegesis can change dramatically.

o Some modern theologians have argued traditional biblical reading has ign
politically and socially revolutionary aspects of Jesus’s ministry.

o  Certain passages (e.g. Matthew 10:34, Luke 4:16—21) seem to suggest Jesu
politically active or forceful leader than he was purely spiritual. Some sch
these political aspects were also overlooked by the Gospel writers themse

o Throughout the Gospels, Jesus challenges religious authorities and it can b
eventually tried by Pilate for a political/civic crime rather than a religious o

o Other theologians have criticised such portrayals as diminishing the impor
divine Son of God, who liberated human beings from their sin at the atone

o Throughout the Gospels, it has been argued Jesus is asserted much more a
than a political one, with the resurrection the key moment in the Gospels
spiritual saviour of humankind, not just an earthly one.

o Modern-day doubt, however, has been placed on Jesus’s miracles, such th
difficult to tell historically what the genuine actions of Jesus are, and what
embellishments by Gospel authors.

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argumen

Students may agree Jesus is best understood as a political liberator with the

o Jesus throughout the Gospels regularly challenges all forms of authority, p
the poor and dispossessed. It is unlikely this would have gone unnoticed b
authorities of his day.

o  Certain acts of Jesus, such as his entry into Jerusalem on a donkey during
messianic overtones (Zechariah 9:9) and imply there was a greater politica
context to Jesus’s ministry (Aslan).

o Jesus advocated redistribution of wealth from the rich to the poor, and thi
outlook would have made him political enemies who wanted to hold onto
power (Luke 18:18-22).

o The concept of reversal in the Gospels (e.g. the parable of the rich man an
future in which political authority and power will not matter, and only tho
receive fortune.
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Students may disagree Jesus is best understood as a political liberator with t
o The greatest emphasis in the Gospels is on the resurrection and Jesus as th
humankind, a truth reflected in the aims of the early apostles and Church.
evidence to suggest Jesus in this way did not fulfil traditional messianic ex

o There s evidence in the Gospels to suggest Jesus was aware of his divinity
ramifications of his actions were potentially more important in granting et
believed than an improved material life.

o Passages such as Romans 9:23 affirm that the sacrifice Jesus made in the a
humanity first and foremost of sin and enabled reconciliation with God.

o Scholars such as E P Sanders have questioned whether the Gospels embell
dramatic effect, arguing Jesus may have sought to lead a movement in Jew
than political opposition.

o Some students may argue that all aspects to the person of Jesus and his m
and it is not possible to separate and highlight one over another —they are ::
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5. ‘Church tradition has an essential part to play in developing Chris

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Most Christian traditions believe the Bible is the primary source of Christia
either the Word of God, or witness to the prophets and Jesus as messenge

o  Within some Christian denominations (e.g. Catholic) Church tradition is pe
important source in developing Christian ethics, especially in interpreting t
and the Bible for modern-day audiences.

o Reason has helped shape Church tradition also, and the way it is carried th
to the modern-day Church.

o Traditions such as natural law in Christian traditions (especially Catholicism
moral law is discoverable from reasoning about the purpose and nature of

o In the Catholic Church, the Magisterium issues important encyclicals that a
not covered explicitly by the Bible, and allow insights from wisdom and re
Christian doctrine.

o  Other Christian thinkers and traditions have advocated more strictly sola s
fallible and the Bible should be the only source of ethics.

o  Ethics developed from reason or tradition, for some Christians, is human i
Word of God. If divinely inspired, the Bible should contain all the ethical g
Christians.

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argumen

Students may agree that Church tradition is important with the arguments b

o Church tradition, especially that of the Catholic Church, which identifies a
apostolic succession, has preserved the teachings of Jesus throughout its h
another important source of moral information on a par with the Bible.

o Hauerwas — Christian ethics is best understood with the Christian commun
individual set of ethics outside tradition and culture results in loss of mean

o Church tradition is built on the insights of human reason, a God-given gift.
insight, not only into revelation, but into the moral law behind the natural

o ltisimpossible to read the Bible in its original context. Church tradition pr
context and allows an understanding of the Bible’s true meaning rather th
modern-day interpretations.

o  Church tradition has encouraged insight into many traditional theological
contradictions in the Bible itself. This means a single, coherent set of bibli
out of a document where there may be multiple conflicting teachings on a
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Students may disagree that Church tradition is important with the argument

o  Church tradition has encouraged and does encourage ethical practices tha
the Bible (e.g. indulgences). The role of tradition, therefore, should be ad
binding, as it can easily become a distraction.

o Jesus is often critical of religious authorities, who stick blindly to tradition
In the same way Christians should be sceptical about tradition themselves

o Church tradition can obscure the importance of faith in the Bible and Jesu
much on the ways human beings look to comprehend God, rather than on
revelation of God himself.

o Agape love is a more important source of Christian ethics, and Christians s
about any form of legalistic ethics encouraged by the Church or tradition.

o Church tradition can encourage the exclusion of dissenting voices, and ma
underrepresented groups such as women.

o Some students may make the Protestant case — tradition is important but
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6. Critically assess whether Bonhoeffer’s theology is still relevant in

(AO1) Students may describe and explain the ideas below:

o Bonhoeffer’s theology was partially formed in response to his objections t
party and elements of the German Protestant Church’s complicity in the fu
and political aims.

o He argued that Christians should be obedient to God above all else, includ
went against the traditional interpretation of Romans 13:1—7. This also me
may be encouraged towards immoral political states.

o Bonhoeffer distinguishes between cheap and costly grace, arguing that Ch
recognise the importance of sacrifice and suffering in their own lives as pa
discipleship.

o  Christians should live in solidarity for others for Bonhoeffer, and it is not e
simply visit church every week and profess faith in God. They have to und
action to help others in need.

o Bonhoeffer argues similarly in the Church there should be ‘no rusty sword
of refuge for those who are being persecuted and a source of discipline fo
lives in sacrifice to others.

o It has been argued that Bonhoeffer’s theology is too extreme and demand
and is only relevant during times of severe persecution and injustice, such
War Il

(AO2) Students may analyse and evaluate the question through the argumen

Students may put forward that Bonhoeffer is still relevant with the argument

o Theres still widespread injustice and persecution of people across the wo
case, Bonhoeffer’s call for sacrifice and solidarity from Christians should n
ignored.

o Through the Gospels, Jesus speaks of the heavy sacrifice discipleship invol
Christianity that has underestimated the responsibilities of a committed C
Bonhoeffer who has overestimated them.

o ltisthe case that modern-day theological movements, such as liberation t
out that moral action may be more important than simple ritual, especiall
towards Jesus and his help of the poor and dispossessed.

o There have been too many occurrences where the Church has sided with t
practices (e.g. slavery) and Christians should be encouraged to be more di
the inequality of the modern world.
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Students may disagree that Bonhoeffer is still relevant with the arguments b
o Bonhoeffer puts too much emphasis on suffering; there is not always the n
led Christian life in terms of struggle, especially in peaceful societies.

o It downplays the joy of the resurrection, and the way Jesus died for huma

makes human work in a different manner the focus of a Christian’s life.

o His call for civil disobedience may lead to fanaticism and more suffering an
Christians always look to disobey the State in favour of their own principle
true if it is impossible to always clearly know God’s will.

o Bonhoeffer’s theology ignores the other ways in which Christian communi
help change society beyond politics and political sacrifice.

o Bonhoeffer’s views may oppose Christianity becoming more inclusive, and
reasonableness behind other people’s beliefs. In turn this may lead in pea
Christianity becoming intolerant.
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