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This anthology guide is a tool designed to help you deliver the A Level Edexcel
Ethics specification, helping students not only understand the core ideas within
each of the extracts, but also develop a broader understanding of their context and
meaning within wider philosophical discussion. Each section covers one extract
comprehensively, examining first a summary of its major concepts and arguments,
before moving onto a critical analysis of its strengths and weaknesses.

Throughout there are also ‘Discussion Points’ boxes designed to invite students

Teacher’s Introduction

Remember!

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

into deeper critical analysis as well as an extension section looking at the ‘wider issues generated by the extract’s ideas on
religion, human experience and morality. The resource therefore can be adapted to focus purely on students’ core
understanding of the extracts or expanded to include wider philosophical knowledge that may be useful in an exam situation.

While this resource is primarily oriented around preparing students for Section B of their A-Level exam, the information
contained within this anthology is also relevant to Section A and Section C, and in each section’s introduction, the relevant
areas of the specification are noted to help students draw on their previous studies and knowledge.

Contents:

®  [ntroduction
This section introduces the extract and outlines its
form and content, as well as connecting it with the
relevant topic in the curriculum.
®  Summary of Ideas
This section deconstructs the main ideas within the
extract, pointing students to some of the key
philosophical issues and providing a step-by-step
breakdown of difficult concepts. o
®  Philosophical Context

What You Need to Know Before Starting... o

This section details some of the philosophical ideas
students should know before beginning reading
through the guide. While not essential, prior
knowledge of the relevant sections of the

specification may prove useful in understanding o

specific terminology and concepts.

This section details some of the important
philosophers and their ideas within the context of
the extract. It also gives some useful information on

the time and background in which it was written, L

noting where historical events may have influenced
the discussions within.

Notes for Using this Resource

Detailed Analysis

This section provides a full analysis of the extract,
breaking down criticisms and exploring the various ways
philosophers have responded to the challenges

they present.

Taking it Further (Extension Material)

This section gives an overview of the way that
conclusions reached within the extract might impact
wider philosophical arguments and draws out further
nuances of the text and how it fits in with the author’s
wider philosophical position. Information contained
within this section is not essential knowledge for end of
course exams. However it illuminates subtleties in the
anthology texts and may help students in developing
top mark responses to exam questions.

Form and Justify an Argument

This final section details some of the questions students
should be able to answer having read through the
guide, before they move on to essay practice and
further study.

Activities and Practice Exam Questions

A variety of exercises are presented at the end of the
resources for students to complete and sample questions
are given to assist with essay practice and technique.
Glossary

This section gives a list of the key terms for the resource
and their meanings.

. Quootes given are taken from the Edexcel Anthology, unless otherwise specified.

e  This resource is both tailored to students who have and have not covered the full A level course for Ethics. Where students
have studied the relevant topic to the extract, they may be familiar with some of the content.

e Throughout the guides students are encouraged to extend their knowledge beyond the course where appropriate. Any such
information is marked as a ‘Discussion Point’ or has a note to indicate it is not essential knowledge within the syllabus.

Update v1.1 27 September 2018

We've made it clear that the ‘Taking it further’ sections are extension
material, and that students are not required to consider the
‘implications for understanding religion and the human experience’
for their exams. However, these sections are useful for showing the
subtleties in the anthology texts and may help students in developing
top mark responses to exam questions.
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‘Situation Ethics’ — William Barcla

hat you need to know before starting..

& core concepts behind situation ethics and criticiems ofit f
o

1. Introduction

This extract draws on Section 2.2: Situation Ethics on the syllabus and you are a
of the anthology alongside this topic. Additionally for owners of the ZigZag Cou
Ethics Year 1, the section on Situation Ethics can be found on pages 36—44.

William Barclay’s essay is primarily a critical examination of situation ethics, dra
Joseph Fletcher’s books Situation Ethics and Moral Responsibility, before analys
of the major weaknesses within this ethical theory. This guide will begin by det
criticisms of situation ethics before examining their possible wider issues gener
everyday experience.

2. Summary of Ideas

Barclay begins the essay by outlin Important elements of Fletcher’s

The basic idea he notes ir?

evaluating aNa#®®urse of action, Barclay argues Fletcher:

.. refuses to say that any principle is absolutely binding and always valid; i

However, an important nuance to note is that this doesn’t necessarily stop the ’
principles developed beforehand by experience. Rather, it simply means that a
considerations they have made are liable to be altered by difficult moral circum

Agape Love
So how does the situationist determine the correct moral decision in these circu
there is only one thing that is intrinsically good: agape or as Barclay defines ‘unc
important as it defines two important points about situation }ZhICS The first is
It is an intrinsic, not an instrumental good which m
concept. It simply is the sole guiding purpose

ons a person makes

of love as an end in itself allows th
ethtcal principles or sensibilities. Therefore
iother person, they can still reserve agape love for th
ally difficult situation.

The second point is that iden!
people that stand aga}
dislike and
choices in a

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 2 of 96
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To demonstrate this principle, Fletcher has developed many examples of ethica
traditional forms of Christian ethics do not necessarily demonstrate the most lo
in particular early on in the essay about families in the trail caverns losing their
correct to sacrifice a baby’s life for the welfare of the entire group. In particula

Which action was love? The action of the mother who kept her baby and bro
to all, or the action of the mother who killed the baby and . ved the lives of th
decision with which the situationist confronts " .

One important thing to note is th: :
contemplate inevitabl relativity depending on the context.
While the sitg the most loving action, what exactly is the most
loving actio errloving itself, is not always transparent. Fletcher argues
for four wort rinciples’ to govern moral actions, which will be examined
later, but this has often been argued to be an issue with the approach of
situation ethics, especially when compared to more traditional Christian
concepts of right and wrong.

_.nples given for situation ethics to

Discussion Point |

Devise your own ethical dilemma and consider whether an agape-based
and a rule-based approach to morality could provide an agreeable
solution. Does either have any particular benefits, and how might their
conclusions differ?

Justice as Love Distributed

The second of Fletcher’s basic principles that Bar,
is the idea that love and justice are fun
thing, with justice simply bein
philosophers the two
counterparigm '
retribution Yt
many would\« gard such actions as loving. For Fletcher
however, the one intrinsic good, if applied situationally, has to
be worked out case-to-case so that the greatest amount of
love, or just the most loving action can be pursued. This then
forms the basis for justice, as Barclay notes:

Justice, it’s said, consists of giving each man his due; but the one thing that i
love and justice are the same.

Fletcher’s concept of justice not only grants him the means to apply the intrinsi
but arguably prevents it from becoming a generalised, vague feeling, unable to
Barclay notes this later:

This means love has always got to be thinking,

Testament ¥i€ idea of a just God is kept separate from the idea of a loving G
and righteousness were two separate attributes of God himself.

Discuss some examples where a person or situation could be just but not lov
demand retribution?

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 30f9
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Barclay’s Criticisms
After examining the basic principles of Fletcher’s ethical
theory, Barclay moves on to a number of criticisms which
he believes present serious problems for theories of
situation ethics. One important thing to note is that
there are two aspects to his analysis. The first covers the
internal problems with situation ethics which would
suggest intuitively it is at odds with our ordinary
thinking, or that it cannot be applied
to guide people’s moral decisics

Key T
Exegesi
Bible or

: support,
fedgh easily b

‘iS thatas a ]

criticism are Presented by Barclay and it is important to note that the success or
area does not necessarily affect the other.

Overall Barclay presents five areas of criticism. Numbers one, two and five, cov
the internal inconsistencies of situation ethics that Barclay identifies, whereas n
focused on its difficulties as a specifically Christian ethical theory.

1. Fletcher’s examples are too focused on extraordinary moral delibera
This criticism has long been noted about Fletcher’s presentation of situation eth
that nuanced moral decisions might be needed in extraordinary scenarios, mora
ordinary situations, where there is less emphasis on careful deliberation of mora
particular have focused on the overuse of these scenarios as an indication that s
everyday system of moral decisions and while Barclay doesr’*jpress this criticism
does note:

It is much easier to agree that extrocy
no laws for ordinary ever

ns need extraordinary me

there is a trend among Fletcher’s examples to not
demonstrate moral decision making processes at times of
peace. For example, one of his most famous examples is

of Mrs Bergmeier, the German prisoner who asked a Volga
German camp guard to make her pregnant so she could be
reunited with her family. Undoubtedly while this is a
difficult moral situation worthy of discussion, it is hard to
imagine people in the modern world undergoing similar
struggles when they are not present within an ongoing war.

law-based or
help provide

2. Situation ethics gives human beings an ove 2 amount of mo
One of the virtues of situation ethics is its abilit 4 light of difficult mor:
courses of action that may be arbitrari 7
flexibility also has the possi ‘ uctive result of granting humans suc
that they either bec y it or are given licence to always act from t

There is no such thing as a readymade decision. Of course, we know the thing
and teaches, but we are left alone in complete freedom to apply them.

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 4 of 96
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There are two parts to this. One is possibly a psychological view, namely that h
act in life without the supervision of some authority, whether that be the law,
Situation ethics therefore places a great mental demand on human beings in ta
of authority and asking that an understanding of love and how to distribute it t
possibly prescriptive view, that morality simply works better when we do apply
identifying what is love. In this view understanding, compromlse and cooperat
is a mutual understandlng of a modn‘labfe ethical syste '

makes the case for situation ethics as ‘the only ethic for the man come of age’.
such a state is a point of contention between those who support situation ethic

Discussion Point 4

Existentialism shares some similarities with Fletcher's idea of ethical autonom
their freedom at the centre of their existence and choices. With this in mind,
authenticity and inauthenticity: do they present a way to understand Fletcher
moral agent?

|mportantly, - rclay notes, this traditional Christian mterpretatlon of
morality places a specific property of good and bad on our actions and
arguably a significant amount of our language is built around this duality.
When we see someone mugging another person in the street we might
instinctively call that action bad without necessarily stopping to think about
the wider circumstances in which it occurs. Yet at the same time, if we
discovered that the victim had in fact previously swindled the mugger’s
relatives and not been caught, one might be more sympathetic.

The question of what good and bad actually signify or mean is a difficult one to
Barclay reserves his comments to simply describing situations where he identif
acts being good: |

Jnttes be right, to take b
_iments which can lead to drug
ame of so-called love can never be righ

I think that there are things which can i
person in the name of experierce
break up a family relati

To clarify, i rer’s example of Mrs Bergmeier, one might argue tha
and that she\Gg##d have refrained from trying to get pregnant with the Volga
the act of adultery has the property of badness. Irrespective of the situation, t
adultery is committed.

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 5 0of 9
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On the other hand, to describe good and bad as predicates is to say that they a
complete an idea about the subject. In the sentence X (is red), (is red) is the pr
assesses Fletcher correctly, good and bad are attached to specific subjects or a
them. Mrs Bergmeier’s adultery is good expresses some idea about her acts an
sentence is determined by whether it was the most loving act.

ftes. What differ
emplifiables’, that
o say apples (are red) wh

One important thing to note is that properties are also
between the two is that properties can also b
are an example of the property in questi==
(are red) is a property of the a Arturn be able to point towards an
as an example of ared 2 lar way, if | were to say adultery has the
property ofg : d, in any situation | could point to an adulterous ac
being an ex! ‘

Therefore, when Barclay makes this distinction, he is arguing there are some ac
have this property of being morally ‘bad’, such that if we ever needed to provid
example of ‘badness’ we could point to certain acts, in his case breaking up a fa
pushing a young person towards drug addiction.

Discussion Point 5

predilections with loving acts.

The specific example he notes of Fletcher’s is that of the Rainmaker deliberatel
farmer to save her from the life of a spinster. While this act may be loving in th
the possibility of the woman having a fulfilling life engaging in other pursuits. S
fulfilling lives without the prospect of sex and instead have used their energy to
Barclay criticises Fletcher here, he is pointing out that a loving act may not nec
situation if it involves indulging someone in their desires when there may be an
that is better fitting with moral law.

One particularly important catalyst of sublimation Barclay identifies is the grace
argues, is to be a moral force, then it has to contain t
end, simply permitting acts that contradlct co caorality simply becaus
loving goes against the idea of the g Lite person to God and preve

Overall there are tw
necessarily 1f

solution ma
can be classitie

riticism. The first is that situation ethics i
le solutions to ethical dilemmas. In the case of th

issolve both parties’ obsession with the idea of marriage ra
d as a loving act in itself however is a more difficult to affirm.

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 6 of 9
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The second aspect is that there are many cases when permitting the breaking o
endorsing the most loving action in a situation goes against the idea of Christia
from lives of sin. It limits God’s influence and grace to a mere afterthought and
secular idea of love as the primary source of moral authority. For many Christi
points of contention with situation ethics, as despite Fletcher’s exhortations th
of all moral actions, there is great scepticism about whether it can be a reliable
is so open to human misinterpretation. s };

Discussion Point 6

Sublimation 22 M as to be directed towards a norm of human
correct s _eing and acting that everyone can agree on. For Barclay
ethicasa ut can this accurately be the standard against which human

In the modern world many attitudes have changed and arguably the norm has
an act that might have been sought to be sublimated fifty years ago but is acc
an issue for Barclay’s criticism?

5. Situation ethics creates tensions between private morality and law
Barclay’s final words reject standard criticism in favour of highlighting some dif
the emphasis on individualism that situation ethics favours. In particular he rai
interacts with private and public morality. He notes initially that:

... these are many things which are immoral, but which are not illegal. Or, to
wide difference between sin, with which the law is not concerned, and crime, w
concerned.

He cites in particular the Wolfenden Repo sh publication recomm

; hose acts which contravene public or
son’s home, so long as it does not harm others

Discussion Point 7

Research the history of the Wolfenden Report; do you believe the law shoul
prevailing morality of a country! If so, does this stand in opposition to the ce
and how might it also present issues for Barclay's criticism?

i) Issues between law and freedom
Notably Barclay takes Fletcher to account for his heavy e
morality. Fletcher argues:

We must be free to decide what * . y" f our actions even begin to b

discipline has any morz

Here, while 11, grees with the sentiment, he also points out that heredita
person’s freds Someone born into poverty and hardship will have their aut
richer person might not and vice versa. Barclay even states:

Most of us have made ourselves such that we are not free. The whole trouble
us it is an illusion.

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 7 of 9
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What does this mean for situation ethics? If humans generally are not
free in a significant way when making choices, this would indicate that
most human actions do not possess real moral significance, especially if
people without realising are acting from preconceived laws built up by
society or in their own minds. For example, if | refused to steal for fear of
going to prison, is my action a coercion by the state or a significant moral
choice? Many would regard the two as synonymous al . re Barclay
questions whether situation ethics, in emphasisi freedom
in morality, can co-exist with legislation ned to take the
agency out of human actions.

i ality and illegality

Jain contentions is the complete distinction between public a
teaching is supposed to be the best prescription for life in any society then law
in turn means suppressing vices whether or not such an act is the most loving t

The trouble is that once a thing is not forbidden, it may be felt not only to be
could be argued that what the law permits, it approves...

As a side effect, therefore, promoting situation ethics and a degree of permissi
make society more immoral, which stands in opposition to traditional Christian
something the situation ethicist accepts is debatable, but it raises the question
interact with a legal system effectively.

ili) Issues between the individual and the community

Barclay argues that when too much self-expression is emphasifed in society an
results in the weakening of community and law as pecs! e to develop th
This is perhaps the most contentious of Barcla:
upon an interpretation of the effect f
and perception than a genui

- lism, which might be argued t
ny liberal thinkers have often conte

Nevertheless, an interesting issue is raised here, in the sense that within situati
grant the most loving act as being towards themselves rather than others? If w
choosing to skateboard as an act of love to themselves rather than to the neigh
makes, would this result in a breakdown of community? The question remains
prioritises the freedom of others over the possible weakening of general order,

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 8 of 9
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3. Philosophical Context

While many philosophers had previously stressed the
importance of context and situation within ethical theories,
Christian forms of situation ethics came into particular
prominence in the 1950s and 1960s with Joseph Fletcher’s
1966 publication Situation Ethics: The New Morality. Up
its release, his book was highly controversial, as Fl;
suggested, contrary to traditional Christiz :
acts of adultery, premarital se :
morally right in certam
of situation el

rder could be

y have traced the rise
‘the increasingly liberal values flexi
, xual and cultural rights began to tech
become incr¥ gly debated and many people’s moral views hav
underwent radical change. e

In recent decades, however, situation ethics has fallen out of favour with most t
failing to provide a solid scriptural basis for its claims, but also for failing to crea
Christianity as a whole.

Joseph Fletcher (1905-1991)

Fletcher was an American professor, who in addition to developing situation et
approaches to bioethics, in many cases advocating the possible benefits or abor
time were contentious subjects.

find a middle gro
spirational ethi
provide context on gu
les to guide moral discou

In situation ethics, however, Fletcher was specifically trying t
which focused too much on rigid laws, and antinomian
Hence situation ethics developed as a midd
love. He provided four presuppositior;

Four Presuppaositin~
' ctions should be practical towards their intended lov
4 les should never be followed absolutely and each situation
n that can be produced.

3. Positivism — Moral agents have to decide from faith in God, that love is the
4. Personalism —The notion that people have to come first before commitme

Six Fundamental Principles:

Only love is intrinsically good, nothing else.
In Christian decision making, love is the ruling norm.

Justice is love distributed.

Love should be shown, regardless of relationship or personal hostility.
Only the loving outcome matters {the end justifies the means).
Decisions based on love should be made situationally, not prescriptively. T
pre-existing rules governing one’s ethical decisions. ;

ok wWNE

The four presuppositions were designed,  guide initial discussion in
fundamental principles governi son should decide upon how to det
Whether these provide te guidance to create a viable ethical syst

section and g <ised his attempt to lay a consequentialist framewor

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 9 of 96
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J A T Robinson (1919-1983)
John Robinson was a Cambridge theologian who developed theories on situatio
ethics at a similar time to Fletcher. His 1963 book Honest to God in particular
outlined an ethical system for what he termed ‘man come of age’, thatis a
person mature enough to begin making reasonable moral judgements that the
in turn take responsibility for. Similar to Fletcher, he argued the right approach
to any moral situation is to choose the approach that w : fdemonstrate
agape love. Of particular interest is how he i Bible to support a
depiction of Jesus as rejecting the legalisie owards morality endorse
by figures such as the High Pri s/in John’s Gospel and the Pharisees
Notably he draws out-

abbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for th
sabbath’ (NR3V] as an opposition to the strict rules of the Sabbath.
John 8:7 — ‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a sto
a situationist approach to ethics, for although the woman sinned under law, it
unloving action.

Such examples place Robinson’s ideas in opposition to the traditional divine co
church, which equates an action’s moral worth based on whether it is equivale

William Barclay (1907-1978)
Barclay was a Scottish theologian who wrote numerous books on biblical study
Permissive Society, first published in 1971, is a collection of Baird lectures first
revised and expanded for print. Init, Barclay addresses odern ethical t
of the traditional ‘Christian ethic’, discussing the bes ional theology
and values of modern society.

re takes place from a more conservati

His discussion on situatio
; such as abortlon and euthanaS|a by FIetcher

4. Detailed Analysis

It was noted in section two that there are two ways of criticising situation ethic
presents moral outcomes or inconsistencies that make it difficult to advocate a
the second that it doesn’t accurately comply with the teachings of Christianity
This section will focus on both, going through all of Barclay’s criticisms before d
nuances to consider when discussing situation ethics as a whole.

1. Fletcher’s examples are too focused on extraordinary moral deliber
This criticism of Barclay’s focuses on the methodological approach of Fletcher i
circumstances to demonstrate the virtues of situatio =rsus more legali
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Yet whether Fletcher is unfair in his framing of moral issues is up for
debate. One can make the argument that the most important tests of
one’s moral character are times where there is an abnormal or
extraordinary ethical decision to be made. When someone is forced
between choosing to take a life or sparing it for the sake of another’s,
that is the time when they likely would prefer the clearest moral

’

the day theirs wm be.

“éthical dilemmas surrounding
sdeath penalty, do revolve around more
extreme cir\ es and looking at Fletcher's work within
bioethics, a s®ong case can be made that the examples he presents are reflectiv
complex and flexible ethical system within Christianity than divine command the

Leadmg on from thzs m,

Yet it would be wrong to necessarily suggest that more complex ethical situation
One more modern Christian ethical theory that has been developed to deal with
absolutism. This theory places absolute laws into hierarchies such that dependi
law can override another, either as a third alternative, greater good or lesser evi
In Fletcher’s complex situation of Mrs Bergmeier, therefore, one might argue th
love one’s family takes priority over the moral law against adultery. So it is impa
rejects Barclay’s criticism here, it isn’t necessarily an argument in favour of Fletc

Discussion Pcint 8

Does graded absolutism therefore collapse into a form of situation ethics?

2. Situation ethics gives human beings an overwhelming amount of mo
As noted in section two, Barclay’s criticism can be seen to suggest two possible i
first that human beings do not want to or cannot handle the psychological or m
significant moral freedom, and the second that love is simply not capable of bei
that free human beings can understand.

The first criticism can arguably be seen as dubious. Simply because men do not
responsibility that comes with freedom does not mean that it is not correct that
the first place. Even if there are laws to guide one’s acti
whether to follow them or not in unusual moral
argues people cannot rely on their pas
cannot regard these as abs '
their experience in ordi

3 freedom in our relationships with others depends on love. If |
good thing. But if there is no love, or if there is not enough love, then freedom
become selfishness and even cruelty.
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There are a number of points contained here. The main one is that love cannot
human beings such that when they come to apply situation ethics to a difficult m
a sufficient understanding of love in the first place to even begin deliberating a c
may even mistake what they believe love to be and perform actions that are wh
many cases in history where misplaced ideas of love have caused human beings

While we can note Robinson’s idea here, that situation for the ‘man co
questions about how one can judge the maturity , and whether or no
be truly morally responsible for thei :
be aware of moral guidelines o}

Charlotte ag . Jso argue this criticism of situation ethics, noting tha

eventually [e¥®to forms of abuse in the name of morality. For example a family
out of a belief it is more loving could be one example of denying a person agenc
general love.

Discussion Point 9

Could situation ethics be compared to a form of rule-consequentialism rather
even somewhere in between! [f this is the case, does Barclay's criticism miss t

The Situationist’s Response
One important thing to note is that many consequentialist theories face similar ¢
some might argue, in utilitarian theories is no more fully comprehensible than m

argued that thisexis

9
o

particular ignores Jesus’ commands to love God, and places love as the ultimate
secular audiences. Proponents of traditional Christian ethics may argue further
being loving within a legalistic system of ethics, or that an important part of bein
regardless of whether one feels love in a particular situation.

Nevertheless, when critically engaging with Fletcher’s cases, it is still apparent th
doesn’t truly engage with the core issue with legalistic ethics: their lack of flexibi
arguably push the Christian ethic away from its traditional moral core, inevitably
admit that scripture is lacking insight on many modern ethical issues, such as ab
which partially have their roots in present day technological developments. Unl
quantified method to establishing moral rules about ar.i 1bly broad possibl
always have to rely on more abstract Biblical i ., or another basis for
conscience.

Can love be quantifi

calculus to attempt to determine how much pleasure was produced by any partic
still an incredibly inaccurate and unwieldy way to try and determine how to maxi
situation ethics, love is even more of a generalised feeling and to demonstrate its
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We can take the example of a soldier on the battlefield disarming a foe and thre
one can imagine the soldier faces a decision, mercifully killing his foe or letting h
return to his town and be shunned for being weak or a coward for the rest of his
loving? The soldier has no ability to change the entire culture of his foe’s societ
condemn him to a poor quality of life, filled with regret and loneliness. One can
that the soldier would have killed him in that moment. It becomes a decision be
right to life versus respecting their desire for a higher au life. Which deci

1scussion Point [0

hristianity necessary to fully understand Fl
dpe is borne out of a relationship with God; the ques

/ understand and apply situation ethics. Is this a problem for F

The main issue with Fletcher’s examples is that they show why Christian moral |
absolute in some circumstances, but they do not show why love should be the u
situations, especially when it cannot be quantified in such a way as to produce a
situationist might respond that some moral dilemmas can never have a complet
graded absolutism may almost certainly be a better response if it provides guida
naturally argue that God’s guidance is even more important at these points, and
blurry concept of agape love, one should look towards the grace of God for answ

In the case of the soldier, how does maximising love provide a solution to
the ethical dilemma he faces? One final issue that can be observed is that if,
say, the soldier killed his foe and later walked through his foe’s hometown
where people were mourning his death, would that . original

Therefore, Barclay’s criticism that love cannot be accurately prescriptive as a
moral theory arguably poses great difficulties to situation ethics. While he
does not present it in as great a detail as featured, how situation ethics
‘actually’ works is a hurdle that it arguably never quite overcomes.

3. There are things in the world which are intrinsically good and bad
It was explored in section two, the difference between ‘predicates’ and ‘propert
further, one could say Barclay is arguing for a form of moral absolutism, that ce
or wrong and that no amount of context or situation can change this. On the ot

One important thing to consider is that from a Christian perspective, it is not alw
what specific teachings about good or bad acts are given explicitly. In Matthew
of the Ten Commandments, which can easily be recognised as rules for moral co
Mount in Matthew 5, he declares how the Commandments have been interpret
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Accepting the commandment ‘You shall not murder’, is to recognise for Barclay
badness. Justification therefore does not come from assigning values to action
indicating that within certain actions there is some deeper badness to them. Y
this definitive badness altogether simply from scriptural interpretation is very d
show that simply following the Commandments could lead to undesirable cons
all moral acts have a greater purpose than their effects here on earth and judg
outcomes than one’s punty of mtentlon While scriptu . Eood source of et

might Fletcher point towards to justify his position?

Discuss whether Barclay or Fletcher require more than scriptural justificatio
Christian ethic can be wholly based off Biblical interpretation.

4. Situation ethics fails to account for the possibility of sublimation

Barclay explores in some depth Fletcher’s example of the Rainmaker, pointing
farmer’s daughter, despite seeming loving, relied upon a possibly misguided id
meaningful in life. He raises the idea that sublimation, the changing of abnorm
wholesome and beneficial ones, is an important consideration, especially if one
Church’s responsibility is turning sinners into good men.

Yet a lot still hinges on how one interprets the most lovi
could argue his actions are loving to a degree, an
spinsterhood within the wider communit
farm during a drought are arg

This does expom, ho

further, it could be that what love is, is so culturally dependent, that it holds lit
good passed down through Christ. What begins as an attempt to maximise lov
maximise the things we hold important at a particular point in time.

5. Tensions between law and situation ethics
In section two, the various tensions between situation ethics and establishing a
explored. Here a more general set of criticisms will be examined.

One of the major contentions Barclay has is with the idea
that law should not concern itself with the private morality
of its citizens. Certainly under situation ethics, it can be
argued that focusing on loving acts, it would be far more

Barclay is fair to raise. Whati
however is Barclay’s

riminalising it, the latter favouring an
approach of not aggressively punishing people based upon
the mistakes they have made in their lives. T
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It is wrong to simply suggest that the law isn’t concerned with morality. Laws i
designed to protect people wherever possible and ideally enforce a common g
can live together safely and happily.

While this is an ideal often not met, especially in authoritarian or corrupt count
law reflected ‘loving’ morality, these aims would not be far out of the question
therefore, it seems enforcing law based upon Christian : gy only is to possi
authoritarianism. Following a system based on th% mand theory of
of legal laws, both public and private, b t necessarily equal what
be that such a society, althoug e eyes of Barclay, may not be peace

While thereg : moral difficulties with that approach, equally there
establishing] forging law if situation ethics is taken to be correct in its eth
Laws by and "¥ge are commands. While there may be exempting circumstanc
sentencing depending on how far a person transgresses them, it would be unw
rules for every possible situation.

However, if one accepts this is the case, then there is accurately a tension betw
For if one subscribes to acting well within a situation then they may often find t
The law, for example, might legislate against euthanasia to stop people
taking advantage of others, but many people might find themselves in a
situation where the most loving thing to do would be to help a relative die.
In @ more extreme example, they might believe the most loving thing to do
would be to assassinate a high-ranking parliamentary member to ensure
better welfare for the citizens of a country.

While Barclay might be wrong in suggesting legality ‘ oval, there
is the strong possibility that situation ethi
disobedience over following the law ;
law reflected situation ethi

sagely notes this iss

. t argue here that if the
riot be an issue, but Barclay

We may el come to the conclusion that one of the great problems of the pre
delicate balance between freedom and law, and between the individual and so

Therefore, while situation ethics might play an important role in illuminating di
once more turns to how it is possible to apply it in real world society as a syste
situationist does so, it becomes difficult to see in the eyes of many critics, how
Christian morals as a whole, but provides an ethical groundwork for those who
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Taking it Further (Extension mate

5. Wider Issues for Religious Belief

Situation ethics, when it first started becoming more prominent with Christian
widely perceived to be controversial, often not because of its focus on the impo

new and pressing moral issues
i

: hurch and religion should be seen
ds of society.

Discussion Point 12

Discuss how much situation ethics can be viewed as a reaction to the changin
Should Christianity seek to adapt or learn from different secular attitudes or

Thus if Fletcher’s ideas are adopted, there are widespread consequences for rel
focused on Jesus’ rejection of legalism in the Gospels. For example in Matthew
who pray only as it is seen as a part of religion and don’t focus on its true purpo
Fletcher's ideas around agape love guiding moral conduct, can be seen to be an
practices of organised religion. Therefore, orthodox laws built around the Chur
abortion and other scientific practices from a belief in the sanctity of life may w
broader, arguably more loving focus on the quality of life. Barclay may even be
critique of Fletcher for promoting too much lndIVIduallsm iry<tihics. Many woul
personal ch0|ce is open to error and that Church i necessary as an

perceived tc\a@#ore liberally minded regarding Christian ethics, Barclay is broadl

Throughout Ethics in a Permissive Society, he argues for the importance of the O
and it can be posited that this is an aspect overlooked by Fletcher, who largely f
figure of Jesus. Charlotte and Peter Vardy note similarly the issue that Fletcher
too much importance, playing down the equal stressing by Jesus of loving God.
light of this, the importance of legalistic morality is more easily retained, for Jes
God’s judgement and one’s relationship with him.

In fact, it is even possible to say that Fletcher’s interpretation of Jesus’
rejection of legalism is misguided. Viewed another way, many argue that
instead it was a rejection of the hierarchy and practices of the Jewish
authorities at the time and the loss of the sanctity from prav f:and rituals
aItogether Slmply because one set of legalistic pr ejected
esus’ calls for

situations, evéﬁf they appear more inflexible. A person still has to interpret w
new ethical dilemmas and many still seek guidance from the Church in difficult

possible to say that despite the conclusions drawn by Fletcher’s theory, there d
widespread impact on religion as a whole, depending on how much importance
agape love and personal moral responsibility.
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6. Wider Issues for Ethics

Throughout this guide, it has been noted a number of times that in Fletcher’s eyes, s
move towards more liberal ethics about euthanasia, abortion and other modern eth
could impact more orthodox Church morality has been discussed in the previous sec

Where it is interesting, however, to examine how Fletcher’s ethics might have great
comparison to other secular theories of ethics, particularly uentialism and vir
first, it can be noted that situation ethics emphasisec.: ccaseguence-based f
maximising happiness or some similar end stic r welfare, one is seekin
demonstration of love. In this way it guished as Christian, but equally m
for being largely secular in o ion therefore remains, could it legitim
morality?

One of the i¢ at tan be perceived to be raised by this comparison is whether th
what is lovings hat creates the most happiness. In many moral scenarios, these
a similar outcome and Barclay’s criticism from sublimation seems to affect both equa
for example, it is easy to imagine both moral theories arriving at the same conclusion
one could choose to maximise love over happiness? Certainly in fringe cases such as
provide organs to save three there might be differences, but when pushed it is argua
This combined with the fact that love is a much more difficult concept to quantify, m
parameters, many people may favour other forms of consequentialism, even if these
by simply choosing between objective happiness and unhappiness.

| Another similarity that can b
Key Toea _ virtue ethics. Both advocate
significant attention. In the

oati hed whereas in virtue ethics aw
evaluative component attached to attention, from courage to b

a descriptive element. For example to argue that a wider range
one might look at a parent hugging _In the case of
a child and then express approval

Love can be seen as a ‘thick’ ethical
concept in that there is an

common recc on of love as a guiding moral force mean that many people may id

more instinctive sense than other more complex moral theories.

7. Wider Issues for Perception and Experience

The impact on ordinary experience of the world from Fletcher’s ideas can be argued

Christianity especially, moral thinking has been dominated by the idea of God’s law b
people have seen and judged the world through this lens. Difficult situations have al
response and this has coloured people’s perceptions and actions of various ideas and

Yet if situation ethics is adopted, then a person is naturally encouraged to use theiri
actions, and the objective perception that reinforces legalistic moral thinking is rem

approach, one which perhaps even encompasses each person’s autonomy. Such ide
understated in their effects upon everyday experience. Whe ’s from the natur
comes with making decisions, or the maturity emphesi Ro.inson in being able
situations, Fletcher’s ideas advocate not onlv g oral thinking, but a mo
and perception.

iman beings’ radical moral freedom is correct o
_ uman beings analyse their moral behaviour in their ev
possible, the ew Barclay as arguing against the promotion of radical mora
level of openXa ns counter to effective and comfortable engagement with the ou
concepts such as justice being love distributed are applied to one’s life, it is arguable
change as one looks upon ethical dilemmas looking to maximise love. In essence Fle
ethic of love, is arguably looking equally for a radical change in moral perception, sim
as he is looking for changes in moral outcome.

Leaving aside whether =
sizeable shifyg %
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Form and Justify an Argume

Throughout this section both Fletcher’s original arguments for situation ethics
analysed and it is now up to you to decide whether you believe either side to b
particular consider:

e Do Fletcher’'s examples reliably present a @ case for ethics

e Can only agape love be the prim moral decisions?

Does situation ethi Ireffective structure for ordinary life, or

extraczas
i niathics present human beings with an overwhelming am
e What difficulties might Fletcher face with the idea of quantifying and m
e s it possible to fully abandon the idea of absolutely good and bad actio
e Does the idea of sublimation present difficulties for advocating agape |

e s the possible necessity of law within society a problem for widespread
moral theory?

e Does situation ethics provide effective moral guidance or it is not accur
ordinary people?

e s situation ethics too secular as a theory and does it ignore other impo

e Does situation ethics prove more attractive to non-religious people, th
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) Activities

Activity 1

Below is a table summarising Barclay’s arguments within ‘Situation Ethics’. Read t
using your own interpretation of the anthology, the extract and any other ideas y
the table.

Fletcher’s ;
circumstand present an imbalanced picture of
ordinary moral decision making.

Situation ethics presents an overwhelming amount of
freedom for human beings. Laws are necessary in
some way for morality to be practical.

There are some things in the world that are intrinsic
good and bad. Not everything is reducible te. it
context in situation.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Fletcher fail account for the possibility of
sublimation. If Christianity is supposed to make morally
bad men good then it must not simply seek to indulge
people with love.

Situation ethics has difficulties when applied to law and
society. It could place too much emphasis on the
individual and freedom and not enough on community
and values.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Conclusion: Situation ethics d
Christian ethic effective
moral acts clegm t¢
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(ly. In reducing
- ) rext and situation, it fails to
able moral guidance
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Activity 2
Working in pairs, choose one person to act as Fletcher and one person to act as B
the situation below, given as an example in Situation Ethics: The New Morality.

I dropped in on a patient at the hospital who explained that he only had a set tim

i

give him some pills (that would cost $40 cvery three day
but if he didn’t take the pills, he’d be dead with
indemnity and that was all the ins: '

. Now he was insu
id. But if he took the pills and liv
insurance was up for rer, re bound to refuse the rencwal, and his in

ng that if he didn’t take the pills, then his family w

ice on the situation.

The person acting as Fletcher should draw up an argument to suggest which actio
justifying his action where possible. The person acting as Barclay should then pro
laws might govern the patient’s decision and suggest a course of action.

Then both should present their case to each other and see whether the two outcom
approach might have failed. If yes, note any inconsistencies or interesting parts o
determine how it could be possible to arrive at an alternative conclusion.

After the discussion, consider who had the stronger moral case and decide wheth
or divine command ethics was more appropriafe.
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0) Practice Exam Questions

Answer the following questions giving reference to the passage below:

Second — and this is a much more serious matter — sitv:
freedom. There we are in front of our situation
make the right decision. Brunn
Mount and say; ‘Now I kne
the things that exr==

re is nowhere you can go
. There is no such thing as a ready
1scovered and teaches, but we are left alone in

The righiQ freedom in our relationships with others depends on love. If
good thing. But if there is no love, or if there is not enough love, then freedo
become selfishness and even cruelty. If you leave a man without love to do a
can do is incalculable. It may well be that neither I nor any other person is a
freedom from which the situationist offers us. The situationists have a kind
experience is that we need a certain amount of law, being the kind of people

a) Outline and clarify the different ideas presented in this passage abo

b) Analyse the different implications for Christian ethics in this passag
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@> Mark Scheme

Level Descriptor

There is limited knowledge, terminolog
inaccurately or inappropriatel
beliefs and concepts i

d technical langua
-ace level knowled
L ligious ideas and belie
.y correct, or sufficiently connecte

Level 1

portant religious beliefs is displayed but with room for
Religious ideas and beliefs addressed are of a limited variety,
and sufficiently connected to the extract.

Level

There is a broad amount of knowledge, terminology and tech
accurately and rigorously presented throughout an appropria
Level 3 to the question. A thorough and fully developed knowledge
important religious beliefs and concepts is displayed. Religio
addressed are of a wide variety, correct and pertinently conne

Question No. Indicative Content (10 marks Al

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge
specialist language and terminology, when responding to th

Candidates may refer to the followin
e  Situation ethics as outlined
actions and rathe
What is

nsic good that should be pursued and sho
ay’s criticism centres on the possible issue that situat
“freedom for the ordinary individual. It has been describe
for the “man come of age” but Barclay suggests that huma
reach the position where they can handle the freedom giv
e Barclay’s example is that while some people understand 1
mistaken or even use love to their advantage. The freedo
gives license for people to exploit it as misunderstandings

e  Moreover it may even be that human beings require laws

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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human beings needing such vast freedom, situation ethici
but human psychology is such that laws may well be nece
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Level

Descriptor

Level 1

There is a very limited knowledge, terminology and technical language, ofte
inaccurately or inappropriately. Some topics and details are chosen with rud
made between a small variety of aspects of the question. Any criticisms or ju
only substantiated by general or non-specific evidence.

Level 2

There is a limited amount of knowledge, terminology and technical languag
well presented, although with some mistakes. Relevant topics and details ar
and links are made between a small variety of aspects of the question. Critic
judgements of a few aspects are made but with little subst-ntiation by a reas
evaluation of supporting evidence.

Level 3

There is a moderate amount of knowleds
well presented, although with sc:
with a basic progrebsmr‘

£s. Relevant topics and details ar
guments throughout the answer. Lin

Level 4

few mistakes. Relevant topics and details are deconstructed with rational an
progressions of reasoned arguments developed throughout the answer. Lin
between a broad variety of the aspects of the question. Criticisms and judge
of almost all of the aspects of the question and are substantiated by a reasone
some supporting evidence.

Level 5

A broad amount of knowledge, terminology and technical language is well p
correctly and rigorously, throughout a justified response. Relevant topics an
critically deconstructed with rational and logical progressions of reasoned ar
strongly developed. Criticisms, judgements and links are made of/between
aspects of the question and completely substantiated by a thorough and reas
evaluation of supporting evidence.
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Question No.

Indicative Content (5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO

b)

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evalu
be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding using spe
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting the A
described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
¢ Situation ethics is a form of Christian ethics as it specifically advoc

never be go f the outcome.
ere are various weaknesses of situation ethic
own terms, as well as within the wider context of Christi

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.
e Whether situation ethics is too focused on extreme ethical delibera
that the traditional Christian ethic is better in ordinary situations t

e Fletcher’s arguments may grant humans an overwhelming amoun
incompatible with traditional Christian morality. Humans arguab
follow or not God’s word in different ethical situations, not interp
for themselves.

e Difficulties within quantifying love in situation ethics. In contrast
could be seen as the faculty by which we develop a relationship an
loving may be what is commanded by God, not what we interpret

¢  There may be simply things that are objectively good and bad, reg
these can be identified independent of God’s word, it may well be
does not interpret morality accurately.

¢ Fletcher’s account may well not take‘
identifies. Christianity, if
them interpret wha

#ation ethics rejects legalism, but there are cases in the Bible wh
to be endorsed by Jesus and others. This may present an issue for
supporters if they cannot interpret the Bible effectively to support
truly Christian.

o Consequentialist ethics may well be naturally opposed to Christia
source of good somewhere other than God. While it can be argue
God'’s love as a whole, situation ethicists might be forced to accept
ultimate arbiters of morality, not God, if pushed far enough by cri
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Glossary

Situation Ethics

The moral theory that argues that what is good and
situation and its context.

Divine Command Ethics

The moral theory that argues that what is good and
commanded by God.

All-encompassing and general love for humankind,

Agape Love
gap personal beliefs or dislikes.
. For Fletcher, justice is love distributed. Where love
Justice . e
is therefore justice. |
] ates something about
Pr 4 ; i i
edicate ement x (is red), (is red) is th
Property Yy is a characteristic of an object, generally

Exemplifiable

nd exemplifiable.

Where a property can be assigned to an object as b
of it. For example, an apple could be exemplifiable
long as all apples possessed the property of being g

Sublimation

The process by which undesirable or unacceptable
psychologically (and often unconsciously) into bette
impulses.

Act-based Consequentialism

Where what is good is judged by the consequences
undertakes.

Rule-based Consequentialism

A Level Anthology Study GX%}

Where what is good is judged by the following of va
consequence maximising rules.
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v ) Answers to Discussion Point

10.

11.

12.

Rule/Act Based Consequentialism — Students might point out that Fletcher seems
consequentialism on occasion, allowing that we can follow our ordinary moral inst
specific acts in extreme moral dilemmas. This has the advantage of putting less pr
evaluate the right moral acts. However, it also means that in general, one might ¢
agape through moral shortcuts and thereby in the eyes of &! er failing Jesus’ co

ople justice can invol
ion, which many would arg
lcwards simpler examples. Imaginea p
o2 t'was full halfway through but the other two
g for the priest to give away his food, but it is jus
ether such examples fit in with Fletcher’s concepts of lo

Justice and Love — It is possible to point out that [ur
imprisoning of a murderer rather than i
being loving. However, one can
and received equal rati

nts can imagine smaller moral examples, such as if a student falls
for a test. Does he cheat knowing it will lead to his parents and teachers being ha
despite possibly being perfectly able to have done well if he had managed to stud

Extended Reading, Existentialism — While they are different in many ways, existe
terrifying freedom humans face and their differing reactions to it. Students might
inauthenticity, judging whether Barclay’s criticism is an inauthentic reaction to fre
instead enforcing arbitrary rules to make it easier to handle.

Intrinsically Bad Acts — Students might point towards extreme examples such as g
equally might posit situations that could justify these. It is possible Barclay can sim
inability to determine succinctly what is right and wrong means that trust in a ben
what is right and wrong might be essential within a Christian ethic.

Sublimation - It is alluded to in the text, but homosexuality is a good example of a
to be a mental iliness (and still is in some parts of the world). While acceptable no
been sublimated in various ways, suggesting maybe that Christianity cannot neces
govern this practice.

i as reference here. Ma
ical interpretation. Stude
at'this and cases of civil disobedience

Wolfenden Report — Students may look at John Si
of applied morality, but cannot be the
protection for whistle-blower
bring about greater moraius

Graded Zegll of the key criticisms of this theory has been its arbitrary
’ ‘presented with the choice of robbing a bank or committing ad
ArguablX2 ure does not provide much support, so it seems a third-party law h
them. For situationists this just happens to be love.

Rule/Act and Barclay — Certainly at times Barclay seems to be guilty of overstressi
ethics. Fletcher states often one can revert to common sense morality in ordinary
case that can be made that approaching difficult ethical circumstances without an
terrifying prospect of human freedom.

Agape Love — The idea of a general love for humanity is often espoused but other e
in agent-relative reasons for moral action. While general or agape love, therefore,
experience, it may be difficult to comprehend this concept within secular ethical th
motivations as more important. In this sense, it may be hard for an atheist to unde
the same way that Christians do as an all-encompassing love for humanity.

Biblical Justification — Students can note that one’s approach to the Bible of eithe
interpretation) or eisegesis (reading into from one’s own expzences/beliefs/pres
Arguably in the Gospels especially there are both ti . »sus favours law-lik
others when teachings come in parables, or unex text-based acts of lov
exegesis, one might look for specific ru uircal decision making while if o
love to be already importan amples of how love is put into practic

people would argue that Christianity has chang
.. ut'it should continue to. Some might argue with greater s
P -oines change in religion, but others might argue that such adaptat

e heart of existence and as such take focus away from the significa

Adaptation of Ch
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Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals — Im

you need to know before starting..

e core ideas behind deontological ethics and a number of diffe
i

hroughout history.

he different ways one might arrive at an '

erive morality from reason al

antian ethics has influenced present day phi

d ethice which make use of the categorical imper

1. Introduction

This extract draws on Section 5.1: Deontology on the syllabus and you are advis
the anthology alongside this topic. Additionally for owners of the ZigZag Course
Ethics Year 2, the section on Deontology can be found on pp. 12-27, 34-35.

The essay is a series of extracts from the second section of the Groundwork for
designed to illuminate part of the philosophical process behind Kant’s ethical th
formulations of the categorical imperative. This guide will begin by outlining an
the categorical imperative before analysing its various weaknesses and noting t
religious belief, ethics and everyday experience.

2. Summary of Ideas

Kantian ethics is comm
action is accge

something that is desired, that is not what makes it moral at heart. Kant identif
or something that commands beyond what individuals might find agreeable and
responsibility to act through duty. One’s duty, therefore, can be characterised
‘ought’ for Kant can be discovered through reason.

The journey towards illuminating moral law through reason alone motivates Ka
extract in particular provides an outline of how from Kant’s original definitions
one can arrive at a categorical imperative: a rule that is separate from all contin
circumstances and can guide human ethical action irrespective of context.

Groundwork to the Categorical Imperative
So how does Kant begin this task? At the beginnir. ct he makesan
that illuminate his reasoning towards the 22

e with laws. Only y a rational being
5 [...] Since for the derivation of actions from la
mctzcal reason.

Every thing in nature we=
with the revasser

While this may initially seem as if he is making a number of assumptions, Kant’s
number of his insights into metaphysics as a whole. One major distinction he m
the world we know through experience, and the noumena, or the world-in-itsel
not develop any knowledge of through experience. Within the phenomena, cau
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We regularly observe causes and their effects and
it is apparent that the world as a whole is
contained within an order governed by certain
laws. However, Kant speculates that the source of
real free will that could give human moral actions his project of transcend
significance, is possibly contained within the used fo describe his wo
noumena. These concepts are not essential to . grld appears to h
know in detail, but they provide an important particular as

framework for understanding Kant’s re: eliefs in realism (realit
and idealism (reality is

Rey Toca

Kant’s ethical

So if nature works in acz laws as Kant
argues, theyg ‘ able of rational thought (humans) have the ability
with this un =dm§ in mind. For example, playing billiards, | purposefully h
the belief the¥™will move certain ways from my understanding of collisions and
ultimately behind this understanding is reason, and so for Kant, my will is simpl
the world. However, he goes further:

If reason determines the will without exception, then the actions of such a bei
objectively necessary, are also subjectively necessary, i.e. the will is a faculty
independently of inclination, recognises as practically necessary, i.e. as good.

This means that if reason is the mechanism which controls our actions, then wh
what our reason regards as necessary. However, Kant does not argue that reas
Further on he notes that human beings are constantly under pressure from sub
influences from the world based upon our current state of affairs. One mightr
make an object fly through the air one has to propel it, but if | am trapped in a
football, any reasonable attempt to make the football !
circumstances.

ve principles that guide our action
e formula of an imperative. An imperative i
the sentence ‘One ought not to litter’ is an objectiv
)= recognise as true by reason, we would follow in ideal circu
no litter in the world}. Kant notes this in particular:

What he then draws out is tha
called commands an

subjectively b

They say that it would be good to do or refrain from something, but they say
something just because it is represented to it as good to do.

What this leads Kant to argue, is that whatever practical goods we do in the wo
oughts and because these are governed by reason, they have to come from obj
rational being, not from our subjective circumstances. There is an important di
principles which are ‘agreeable’, which find favour simply via our natural desire
everyone by being derived from reason. What Kant does effectively is tie the id
if anyone is a rational being, they can understand the valid reasoning behind an
moral imperative. !

iscussion Point 13

Can all moral state into ‘ought’ statements that universally a
ethical begE YR d ¢ whether turning them into such a form loses any p

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




Good and Imperfect Wills
One important final point Kant makes is defining a ‘good will’. He states:

A perfectly good will would thus stand just as much under objective laws, bu
represent it as necessitated by them to lawful actions, because of itself, in acco
constitution, it can be determined only through the representation of the good

A good will therefore is unqualifiedly good; it c ed by objective law
anything it does is automatically good hv ‘ ution. Since it can neve
immoral end, imperatives can ought for a good will, rather its ver
‘divine will’, is ‘necessaril: |y with the law’. Equally it should therefore
only apply =g _ ective laws to imperfect wills. In other words, an

The Categorical imperative

Kant divides between two forms of imperative: the hypothetical and the
categorical. Hypothetical imperatives express a command for an action that is
rooted in achieving or attaining a particular goal in the contingent world (the
things that could be true or false depending on other circumstances). One
example would be:

If one wants to make wine, one ought to grow grapes

While we might regard this as an important principle, it only applies when a
certain set of hypothetical requirements are met, in this case, the receiver
desiring to make wine. If the receiver has no interest in makmg wine, then the

Hypothetical

Categorical |:>
Categorical imperatives for Kant form the basis of morality; ought statements t
mitigation by any goals or contingent objects one might regard as important. T

realistically possible for all human beings. This means they cannot be impossibl
circumstances, unlike hypothetical imperatives. From this thought he states:

It has to do not with the matter of the action and what is to result from it, but w
which it results; and what is essentially good about it consists in the disposition

Investigating the Categorical lmperatwe
Since the categorical imperative is not lir
grounded in experience of th ore, the categorical imperative by
entirely a priori.

Whereas wit® hypothetical imperative, it cannot be known what the statem
or ‘if’ is known, the categorical imperative is completely known from the start in
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But if I think of a categorical imperative, then I know directly what it contain
imperative contains only the necessity of the maxim, that it accord with this
condition to which it is limited, there remains nothing left over with which t
accord and this accordance alone is what the imperative really represents nec

This appears convoluted, but in short Kant argues that if the
that it applies universally, then its universalisation of o
in accordance or agreement with any condi
categorical imperative is formed of

istinctive elemen
-}-ment is whatitr
ame time this acco

To describe anothe aI:\,l feature of a categorical imperative is th
universe, ir o t thlng s features or state of being, then what the i

does ought to equally be able to be willed across the entire u
time, must be able to be performed by every person without contradiction or a

Therefore, he comes to the conclusion that there is only a single categorical im

Act only in accordance with that maxim which you can at the same time will

This is one of the central pillars of Kant’s deontological ethics and forms the ba
be formed. Kant was often critical for using examples as simple measures of a
take as an example, as he does later in the Groundwork, of a person seeking to
without paying it back, universalising this principle would provide a contradicti
would ever lend money anymore knowing it would never be paid back.

Discussion © int 14

the Groundwork:

1! Are there are particular benefits to statin

The Second\ ulation of the Categorical Imperative
In the final section of the extract, Kant explores a second formulation of the categ
around human beings in particular. This is sometimes called the Formula of Hum

Act so that you use humanity, as much in your own person as in the
person of every other, always at the same time as end and never
merely as means.

A great deal of the attractiveness of Kant’s moral theory lies in this
principle, for it establishes the importance of respect between people
and forms the basis of equality as an essential moral practice.

But how does Kant reach this formulation? The first
around Kant’s distinction between rattonal beix
of inclination. The latter only have a

If there was no need for th erent ends then they
would have no value “ his would be burning coal to
generate el Y. r came to the day when electricity was not

needed, the 11’ uld have no value in and of itself. It only contains
worth while it'ls instrumental towards other needs or ends. Kant states:

Thus the worth of all objects to be acquired through our action is always con
existence rests not on our will but on nature nevertheless have, if they are be
worth as means, and are called things...
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On the other hand, as hinted in the last part of the sentence, things are set oppo
possession of reason as part of their nature makes them ‘ends in themselves’, no
any other goal. Thus our ‘humanity’, ‘personhood’ and ‘rational existence’ have
conditional upon any other object or purpose. This idea extends to all human b
argument further as an objective principle:

... every other rational being also represents his existe
as is valid for; thus it is at the same time an obj
laws of the will must be able to be deri-

Simply put, because we .5€ our own rational existence asanend in i

to state why™ n is important, or why because one person holding their ratio
necessarily view everyone else’s the same. One could suppose for example that
simulation of rationality compared to oneself. At the same time, however, such
intuitive jump than simply recognising everyone else, similar to in rational existe
and treatment as an end in themselves.

Discussion Point |5

Is it necessarily true that acknowledging my own rational nature as an end me
equally as ends? For example one might regard their love of music as an end in
people’s love of music as an end. Is Kant's argument anything more than an ag

moral intuition!?

The Nuances of Means and Ends
It is, however, important to note befo
important is that the formula
a person could suppose.r:
them with i

umber of subtleties withi
ut using people to a certain degree
. ver to take them home is using someon
hat the humanity formula rules against is simply tr
to an end. sts instead a strongly moral component to treating people
we can supp®®each person is morally equally respected through payment and
a functional one. However, if the person puts a gun to the taxi driver’s head and
home free of charge, they are treating the driver merely as a tool and so using t
mere means. Where this distinction begins and ends is still a matter of debate.
clothing from a department store in the knowledge that the store employs unde
garments, is the person guilty of treating people as a mere means? Or is it just t

The other thing to note is that beyond simply treating people as ends, it is specif
‘rationality’ that we are focusing on. One criticism of Kant that will be explored
provide no safeguards for the mentally ill or incapacitated. If a person seemingl
they no longer have any absclute worth and so seemingly can be treated as mea
might find agreeable.

it Further (Additional
rperative, Kant is sometimes seen t
self-legislation necessary for human being
nort, he describes it as such:

The Third Form and the Kingdom o
From the first two forms of the ¢
his view enshrines the a

imperative iw

Thus the Xgge®practical principle follows [...] as the ultimate condition of thei
the idea of the will of every rational being as a universally legislating will.
(Kant, Immanuel, Grounding for the Metaphysic.
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This for Kant is necessary to establish how the categorical imperative does not s
human beings follow as if machines, but a continuously active principle that peo
within their lives.

Another additional form of the categorical imperative is also given in the Groun

thought experiment of the ‘Kingdom of Ends’, an ideal world in which all human
i

and not mere means. Kant states:

Act according to maxims of a universa s ember of a merely poss
(Kant ! Grounding for the Metaphysi

This form caxg
towards thi

‘bring a certain social dimension to the categorical
ciety Kant envisions, not just within the dimensions of on

The Kingdom of Ends is mentioned briefly further on in this guide, however it is

forms of the categorical imperative are not essential to know, and for the purpo
required to understand and critique the first two. However, it is useful to know
of the categorical imperative into ordinary ethical life, as many issues within his
its perceived lack of usefulness or applicability to everyday ethical dilemmas.

3. Philosophical Context

The Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, first published in 1785, was Kan
philosophy and has greatly influenced ethical discourse in the years since. Kant
the Enlightenment, when the primacy of reason in philosophical matters was be
prominent as people turned away from traditional Church doctrine to seek the

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)
During Kant's life, philosophy was oriented around a number of disputes
between empiricists, who believed all knowledge comes through
experience, and rationalists, who asserted that people had innate ideas
beyond experiential knowledge. Much of his work was dedicated to these
issues and greatly shifted the emphasis and considerations of philosophical
writing in the modern world. He maintained greatly that people should
seek to think and act autonomously and while believing in God, he was
sceptical of many traditional sources of authority. This bleeds greatly into
his moral philosophy, where rational beings are treated as ends in
themselves and pushed to recognise, through the categor! mperative,
reason as the guiding force behind duty and mora!,

Beyond the Groundwork, Kant e oral theories in later works
such as Critique of Prac nich develops the first formulation of
the categorigg ) goodness as a whole, and The Metaphysics
of Morals w ’lﬁ%w s on Kant’s vision for society and the ethical

consideratioM ached to treating humans as ends, not merely as means.
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W D Ross (1877-1971)

Ross was a Scottish theologian, who similar to G E Moore, advocated an intuitio
ethics. This combines Kantian ideas of duty with the notion that these duties ca
ethical awareness. Overall he distinguished between seven different ‘prima faci
gratitude, justice, beneficence, self-improvement and non-maleficence. Howev
recognise these duties in an immediate way, it is how we implement them in dif
requires further philosophical consideration. For exa rtain situations

Thomas Na 1937-present)

Nagel is another example of a modern deontologist and following from Kant, he
form of moral duties that differentiates between what he calls the ‘agent-relativ
action and the ‘agent-neutral’ ones.

The former (agent-relative) are reasons for you to do something generally from
relation to the thing under ethical consideration. For example, a person may ha
taking care of their children from the special amount of care, investment and lov
their children. On the other hand, agent-neutral reasons are generalised and ap
beyond human beings’ personal attachments. This distinction will be explored f
addresses an issue with many previous utilitarian and deontological theories wh
forcing people to take a neutral moral stance, contrary to how we live and value
example, strict utilitarianism struggles to identify why on a sirking cruise ship, a
_ng one’s wife, ito
such as marriage providing a greater overall.le® ness, rather than simp
to hold greater moral weight in ¢ i

Kant’s ethical theories have been highly influential but as such they have also at
While the basic conceptual elements behind the categorical imperative were ex
different areas of difficulty will be given a detailed analysis, looking at not only h
key issues within his ethical theory, but also how recently deontologists have so
Kant's moral framework to illuminate modern ethical dilemmas.

1. The first formulation of the categorical imperative

The first formulation of the categorical imperative is one of Kant’s most content
its usefulness within political theory, arguably it hasn’t provided a lasting frame
philosophy. One of the main issues that many critics have identified, is that in m
unintuitive moral conclusions, or fails to capture all t sions of morality t

Before exploring these criticisms, how p rtant to consider the poten

One can ask %1 this sentence, what are the grounds for an ‘ought’ statement t
universalised? In other words, what would make a universal law fail?
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One of the main interpretations here is that one has to ask whether a maxim d
conceivability. This means that it should be determined whether adoptinga m
particular way as to render the original maxim meaningless. For example, if it
could be conceived that a world where everyone stole would render the idea o
ownership meaningless, for everyone would have an obligation to take any ite
would in turn make the idea of stealing meaningless and so as a general moral
truly conceivable. f

Perfect and Imperfect Duties
What if we took the statement ‘one ought to improve one’s knowledge of the
would this have in human ethics? Imagining it to be a maxim, one could argue
one helps each other or contributes to the general well-being of society. Yet at
regard self-improvement to be a good thing. Advancing knowledge and unders
survive and flourish. Without it humanity might simply perish in its own ignora

Kant solves this difficulty by dividing between perfect and imperfect duties. Th
test of conceivability but also the test of whether we would advocate them as
should act on consistently. In the case of self-improvement, it is possible to co
governing law (albeit not a pleasant one), but at the same time we wouldn’t ne
present maxim. Doing so would obligate all human bein linly help themse
towards others.

So self-improvement cannot b
Instead it is an impetj

y, for every rational being cannot
<ant these are duties which one is only spa

others. Failing to meet imperfect duties is not morally blameworthy.

Kant gave examples of a number of perfect and imperfect duties featured belo

Perfect Duty

Towards oneself Not to commit suicide Self-improvem

Towards others Not to lie Provi

What is interesting to note, is that many of the perfect d
imperfect duties are positive. For some critics thl i

moral theories, as they are limited by thel
many positive moral principles

‘ y as maxims, whereas f
Jry (beyond the call of duty) in

g = Discussion Point 17

Examining &g idea of perfect and imperfect duties, come up with your ow
permutations of the table above. [s anything left out by Kant's definitions?
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The Case of the Inquiring Murderer

There are still a number of issues with perfect duties, even if they are
negative. One of the most famous criticisms comes originally from the French
philosopher Benjamin Constant, who posited that under Kant’s moral law to
not lie, were a murderer to come to a person’s door and ask for the address
of their next victim, the person at the door would be obliged to tell them
where it is. Yet this seems an unintuitive conclusion t d arguably
contradicts our instinctive desire to protect andc ) aer’human beings.
In real life many people would be m point to stop the
murder from occurring. Th his is both an indication that
the first formulatlon dc -
situations 2 \Lio st some way, the consequences of our moral
actions hold )

Kant’s response to this issue is largely seen as unsatisfactory. He argues that
in the case of the inquiring murderer it is still right to tell the truth, partly
because we can’t predict the consequences of our actions but also because the
within its commitment to duty and not in its implications or consequences. Furt
effectively treating him as a mere means to an end and so denying his rationalit

Another difficulty is that Kant did not believe in applying what is sometimes call
reservation’ in these scenarios. This distinguishes between forms of deception r
of the truth, and deception from an outright lie. Therefore, the person answerin
the murderer a misleading truth such as ‘the victim was in place x three hours a
basic form of deception. Instead Kant states the least one can do is remain silen
However, many people would still see Kant's allowa in silent as indic
categorical imperative, namely that ultimat
intentionally finds a way to subv
that one’s ethical theory is »

Hegel argues that fundamentally it cannot, for all the categorical imperative pre
of non-contradiction and no actual moral guidance when dealing with ethical dil
how Kant divided between perfect and imperfect duties, with the former often
possible that even this division struggles to develop when positive action should
duty of self-improvement, is there any real content to suggest when this should
might argue it is important while at school, but not necessarily when performing
perhaps imperfect duties providing some context, Hegel argues that Kant’s ethic
being devoid of the human context of actions, it provides no guiding force for ou

This means that in the case of the inquiring murderer there is nothing within Ka
human beings to make a decision on whether or not to lie. There is no mention
attachment to one’s neighbours unless one develops _allaw around the
: 10s unless directly spe
sting in the realm of reason an
ur ethical intuition contradicts our co

One possible "rsponse to all this is to simply narrow the moral laws created such
scenarios. For example in response to the inquiring murderer, one could put for
to protect the life of someone else’. However, there are other issues with such a
that formulation is open to unintuitive conclusions. Say, for example, | lied to th
genocidal dictator, would that action be regarded as morally correct?
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The second issue with this approach is that if one is allowed to simply make mor
one can come up with any law to fit any action desired. Alasdair Maclntyre mak
that it is easy to create moral laws that are both trivial and immoral, such as ‘Do
question is regarded as worthless by its owner’. This can conceivably be a unive
function even with worthless possessions being stolen on a regular basis, howev
still wrong. Maclintyre even argues that the first formulation can play against th
but me can be treated as a means’ can be universalised
formulation can be criticised for separating mora
conclusions relatable to a person’s own I/

om a person’s moral

: ' Discussion Point |8

A number of cases are examined above where the categorical imperative is se
conclusions. Is there any way of utilising it more specifically to develop more a
as Hegel describes, simply an exercise in logic devoid of any practical meaning

Examine the case of the inquiring murderer in particular and draw out some
for Kant.

Can the Categorical Imperative Capture all the Dimensions of Morality?
So far numerous criticisms of Kant have been addressed and it can be argued th
heart of the first form of the categorical imperative. One philosopher in particul
theory was Arthur Schopenhauer, who argued that what Kant argues to be mora
actually just a veiled form of egoism.

What does this mean? Schopenhauer argues tha
objectively from reason, especially when ~ f’
should determine what is moral
empirical, then ultimat
connects thess

This lack of foundation means that the categorical imperative is not an appeal to
oneself in both the present and the future. When one applies the categorical im
one is simply reiterating the law of ‘Do unto others as you would have them do
case of lying, one is not imagining a world where everyone lies to each other, bu
to themselves. Therefore, in the case of the inquiring murderer, one does not b
one’s neighbour but by the abstract imagining of a case whereby oneself and th
might solve certain cases in the short run, but Schopenhauer argues that it ignor
which is contained within a human being’s compassion for others, where the hu
being, but also a being within a wider world connected to other people and thei

Schopenhauer’s criticism is a contentious one and m
importance of compassion, which arguably
does highlight that in cases such as th
categorical imperative wro :
in his commitment t

argued he places t
oral guidance than Ka
‘derer, it may not simply be
1 e are important elements missing fr
Ultimate source of all moral law.

One response to the issues facing Kant’s ethical theory comes from W D Ross, w
facie duties that are immediately intuitive. Where one might disagree is how th
different ethical situations. Throughout the argument between Constant and Ka
simply remaining silent when facing an inquiring murderer is never explored and
have to directly conflict when they are assigned differing priorities. In the case o
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might simply say someone has a stronger duty to preserve the welfare of people
when the context of possible violence is unknown.

However, such a graded form of deontology does detract from the force of the ¢
its very aim of universalisability, naturally leads to absolutes. It can very well be
correct about the nature of morality as a form of duty, his methodology towards
inherently flawed.

2. The second formulation and rights
Kant’s second formulation of the cat
provides a foundation tom :
underpin an ethtcal g

perative holds a great attractive
ceptions of respect and equality, val
e same time there are a number of issues

What is the issue with this? Well for one, it removes moral rights from any being
specific idea of rationality. Therefore, under the second formulation, one’s beha
be viewed as immoral, which at first glance seems an unintuitive conclusion. Wh
humans might have more rights, violence or over-exploitation of animals is seen

can be seen to indicate within our intuitive understanding of morality, rationality

In reply Kant argues that while directly one’s behaviour towards animals cannot
to them is morally bad, for our actions may influence the way we treat humans,
Nevertheless, while Kant’s view of animals could be seen as antiquated, one can
formulation towards those who are mentally ill, very young or are in comas. If r.
moral worth, then it opens up the possibility of widespread abuse against anyon
One reply is that it is the potential for rationality that should be measured and d
temporarily incapacitated can be recognised as ends, but others argue a simpler
person’s capacity for rationality is not the only thing tly morally value

ere Means to an End?

e facing the second formulation. K
a ‘mere means’ to an end. In the Summ
¥ paying a taxi driver for his service, versus violently
. The former respects the taxi driver’s autonomy, desires a
¥ treats them as a tool or an object. Such a distinction is arguabl
allows Kant to dtstmgwsh between normal exchanges of services and those inte
immoral and exploitative, but allows him to develop a stronger moral argument
each other with respect and dignity in real world scenarios, and not just abstrac

Is There Justification for Treating Hu
This question is possibly the
treating human beings

However, despite at first glance the second formulation of the categorical imper
agreeable principle, there are hypothetical instances, often given by proponents
greater moral good would seem to be served by treating humans in ways Kant w
mere means. For example, if faced with the choice to allow the death of one pe
that would kill thousands, there is a strong moral case that preserving that much
person as a mere means.

irn into a mere means! For

While such a case is extreme, it illuminates an issue with practical morality in th
make comparable moral judgements. If it is a case between choosing to save th
theory in presenting multiple absolute judgements seems to present choosing e
nothing and both people die such an outcome is measurably worse, but the abs
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generated by the categorical imperative present unwieldy and difficult to resol
easily explained by allowing the consequences of our actions to at least partiall

3. Can Kant’s ethics capture agent-relative aspects of morality?
Kant states near the beginning of the extract:

Practical good, however, is that which determines the wil!
subjective causes, but objectively, i.e., from gr

y means of repres
> valid for every r

Throughout his development of hi
knowable by reason alone
it seem largel

. y, morality is tied strongly to d
vor many critics, this also has the effect of

This is illustr& y the philosopher Michael Stocker, who puts forward the exa
hospital out of duty rather than friendship. While this may fit the Kantian view
lack moral value in that it ignores the relative value that exists between friends
should be respected. Within the Groundwork however, Kant argues that what i

.. 1s distinguished from the agreeable, as that which has influence on the wil
merely subjective causes.

Naturally every person in the world do
one person’s friend in hospital, but do
only under this category of agreeabilit

Looking towards Nagel a modern deo
solution. He ar
for the a7

Aple, one could argue ‘One ought
law similar to other agent-relative pri
such as ‘Parzasi for thelr chlldren If one expands Kant’s theorie

Yet for some critics there is still an element of duty that fails to capture how w
lives. The duty ‘One ought to cultivate and improve friendships’, even as an im
arguably still makes the idea of friendship into an
obligation and not necessarily as something good in ‘
itself. One can imagine a situation of a friend being hurt
from another telling them they are only visiting them in
hospital so they can fulfil their duty of cultivating
friendships. Whether or not there is something alien
about duty depends at least partially on how much
general laws can encompass the personal aspects of the
morality within friendships and relationships.

4. Is Kant justified in developing ethi:
Within the last three criticism
from his a priori categor
match what'

at the same @t is equally possible that reason alone isn’t enough to develo
people can reliably follow and learn from.
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Key Toeca
The lack of ability for Kant’s categorical imperative to provide moral
for many philosophers. While his ideas of duty and obligation may be
determine what these are in practice, there is little point in normative e
contended therefore morality has to be linked to how humans work in
mathematics may be useful as an applicable const

action by itself. Critics argue that the cate

nerative occupies

Schopenhauer for example s morality from reason has no pract
Kant nevertheleqs in idea of duty, which is not tied to experience an
concept th: ' Ilaw to apply to human beings. But to this one can a
incentive to ccordance with moral law? Simply because it can be identifi
conceivably work on a universal scale, does not necessarily motivate people to a
Schopenhauer thus accuses Kant of lifting morality from a theological framewor
that back traditional morality in this vein of thought. He notes particularly that f.
to be linked to rewards or punishments. An ‘ought’ if motivational, has to be m
if Kant links duty in this way to a reward or punishment, his categorical imperati
Schopenhauer therefore effectively argues that Kant’s ethics has no real bearing
purely as a set of reasoned principles that cannot stand up to the moral turbule
human motivations.

Nietzsche can be seem to argue similarly but drawing a more extreme conclusio
unsubstantiated metaphysical claims about human nature that one has to accep
force or relevance within people’s lives. Niet
perceives as the assumnt’ behind Kant’s m
that duty is th lity and moral in

ntifying oneself as an end and v
ranted; rather it is possible to respect o
especting others’. This is accompanied by hi
explanation of the origins of morality, and he
seemingly present in modern day humanity a
personal desires and motivations.

If such a theory is true, then the idea of an objective, universal morality is put in
be noted that Nietzsche struggles to provide an account of practical morality at
or at least discerning agent in some way and it is possible to argue viewing hum
any such endeavour. Similarly, noting how morality might have arisen does not
not also rational elements to ethics, simply that in the past they might not have

Yet such objections can be difficult to be rid of entirely, as separating what is rat
conceptually and methodologically tricky process without making equal assump
rational in the first place. Overall many critics point out there.is a failure of the ¢

nd up with a lack of practical applicability and
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Taking It Further (Extension Mate

5. Wider Issues for Religious Belief

The Enlightenment was a time of rapid change and advancement in philosophica
were ground-breaking in their development of reason as its own particular sourc
believing in God, many theologians and religious philos: f posed Kantian e

ics, moral law is discoverable t

L ally seen as the legislator of all mo
: as the Ten Commandments or the Sermon o
_eodologically simple test of universalisability, are able
claims can b to the mood at the time of writing, when many thinkers w
from the authority of the Church and there were visible tensions between relig
it is important to note that any claim of humans having direct access to objecti
presence of God as a moral authority and so carries a strong implication that h
moral faculties that are on a par with any divine being.

The main issue is that under Kant’
grace of God. For Christians,,
such claims thraug

For many Christians, therefore, this cannot be the case and some theologians ha
arguing that human beings could at once be the legislators of objective law but a
also relies on an understanding of what objective morals are under a Christian th
commands that carry weight as instructing people towards salvation with God. F
tension might not exist if one accepts moral facts are no different to any other di
possible to determine that 2+2=4, yet still be subject to what that means in the ¢
would argue though that morality is a priori in the same way God is and so canno
interpretation or determination. Whether Kantian ethics i _nately compatibl
debatable and many theologians, in the vein of Aq:: m.ents, believe that
match to Kantian ethics despite Christianit

‘ - | Discussion Point 21

1ys that Kant's ethics could be reconciled with Christianity?
through which we discover what is good and right?

Discuss how laws from the categorical imperative might align with traditional d

However, it is also important to note that Kant had numerous positive argume
include God within a system of basic philosophical principles from which peopl
also regarded religion in particular as important in the moral development of h
hindrance to a pure understanding of morality and metaphysics in the universe
from their moral lives and provides a counterpoint to other human institutions
Therefore, there is both a lasting conception of God that can be understood wi
a position for the Church in his view of human development ar:d growth.
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6. Wider Issues for Ethics

Kant’s ideas have had a widespread impact on ethics, such that even if many phi
theories wholesale, they still carry a broad influence in a lot of modern ethical th
formulation of the categorical imperative has had a lasting impact, with many m
medical ethical theories using it as a starting point to develop applied ethics bas

Key Toeca
Kant, in line w
conceived of t

treats each of
presented in t
which rational
for some philo
starting point
structures of a

Beyond specific fields, there are numerous philosophers who have argued for fo
distinctly Kantian view. Both Ross and Nagel were examined throughout the gui
in Kant's theory and although the first formulation of the categorical imperative
reliably give moral guidance, it has been adapted for use often within the philos
example, uses a similar universalising process as aw \c rine an ideal socie
to live in.

nary morality? This is a more difficu
eory have existed in morality before the Gr:

How does Kant’s theory how

theory are present in our common sense moral intuition. Often people imagine
being adopted by the community or world as a whole.

Yet under Kant’s ethics, it could be that we would be obliged as per our duty to
distinguishing what was moral from what was simply agreeable. This arguably w
ordinary morality and it is this conclusion that drives many philosophers to argu
fit in with the ordinary thought and patterns of our lives. While there may be di
trying to fit in universalisation around the minute ethical dilemmas that accomp
that not everyone can easily undertake. The notion of duty implies that human
level of obligatory perfection, but if a person’s rational capacities aren’t able to
actions when universalised, then arguably Kantian ethics is a structure too separ
If adopted by everyone, Kant’s theory would change e world morally
if that could ever be a reality as he envisioned it
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7. Wider Issues for Perception and Experience

Kant’s ethics contains a number of implicit consequences for human experienc
section how Kant’s ethical theory could shift how people view ethics on an ordi
whether his project would shift human experience in a similar way. As part of
transcendental idealism, Kant discusses the way humans experience the world
which a priori principles act on a subjective and contin /i rld. In a similar
whether the use of reason purely to derive mora " 1
around them.

. guushes between moral duty and me
tered through how we interpret what we ou
ys 1.8 the world and our actions through these duties, derive

As noted throughout this g
argue that human
theory me

Stocker critic® antian ethics for seemingly presenting the idea that one sho
of duty rather than friendship, and there arguably is the implication in Kant’s et
dimensions of one’s own experience to guide one’s actions through duty.

Naturally Kant would say that not all of life has to always be guided by duty, dis
imperfect duties as an example of this, but at the very least, our existence as so
basis, a large proportion of our actions have some moral significance attached
insult my friends out of duty, or because | do not want to hurt their feelings? W
can somehow be captured by reason and duty determines to what extent Kant
of moral experience. It could even be that despite moral intuition pointing tow
important values, it is the duty behind these values that ultimately contains eth
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Form and Justify an Argume

Throughout this section both Kant’s original arguments for the categorical imp
been analysed and it is now up to you to decide whether you believe either sid
particular consider:

e s Kant’'s reasoning towards the categoric
could reasonably be contested?

Can an accurate distin

Is it pUssible for the categorical imperative to generate immoral maxim
e Why might the permissibility of trivial maxims undermine the authority

e Does a graded hierarchy of moral laws answer Kant’s critics? Could thi
demanded by the categorical imperative?

e Does the rational nature of all beings justify treating them as ends?

e Does Kant fail to give a convincing account of agent-relative morality?
more modern deontological ethics?

e s it everright to treat a human being as a mere means to an end?

e Is the categorical imperative simply a rational tool unable to capture th
ordinary moral situations?

. Is Kant’s ethics irreconcilable with tradﬁi_ti i
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Q) Activity

Activity 1
Below is a table summarising Kant’s arguments within the Groundwork for the Meta
the left-hand column and using your own interpretation of the anthology, the extra
fill in the blank sections of the table.

Groundwork for th | of Morals = Immanuel
Kant argues:

Reason is tha e discover what is moral.

Duty forms the basis of morality, and can be
formulated as what one ‘ought’ to do.

Oughts can be distinguished between the hypothetical,
and the categorical, which apply universally.

The categorical imperative, in having universality as its
defining property, can be reduced to one command:
Act only in accordance with that maxim which you can at
the same time will that it become a universal law.

This categorical imperative can be used, by anal
any moral statement for contradictions in,za
to derive the moral laws that ap v

human beings.

Since every person views their rationality this way,
rational nature objectively exists as an end in itself.

It is possible to therefore make a second formulation of
the categorical imperative: Act so that you use
humanity, as much in your own person as in the person of
every other, always at the same time as end and never
merely as means.

Conclusion: The categorical imperative, as deriver
reason, is the way to determine universal

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 44 of 96

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




Activity 2
Working in pairs, picture yourself in the House of Commons preparing to write ke
been agreed it will be based on a Christian ethic and so a number of the Ten Co
However doubts have arisen as to the reasonability of these ethics and Kant has
or not certain laws should be created.

One of you assume the role of Kant and the other the legislator.and work through
examining whether each of them work when universali

should give his reasons for supporting the moral_ legislator should ai

riout shall not steal

2. Thou shall not commit murder

3. Thou shall not commit adultery

4. Thou shall not lie

5. Thou shall respect thy father and mother.
6.  Thou shall not litter

7. Thou shall pay thy taxes

At the end, decide whether each of these is universalisable and come to a conclus
made into a law.

forced to draw a
commandment con

After you've finished, note any interesting conclusions you wer
you might have been forced to either legalise or not les;

Sy

N.B. Remember Kant distinguishes betwee perfect duties. It might be

always have to be constantiv
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0) Practice Exam Questions

Answer the following questions giving reference to the passage below:

i

If, then, there is supposed to be a supreme practical
imperative, then it must be such from the renre €.
because it is an end in itself, constit -
practical law. The ground
necessarily renre '

e, and in regard to
of that which, being n
cirve principle of the will, henc
- is: Rational nature exists as end in
istence in this way; thus to that extent it is a
actions. otrier rational being also represents his existence in this wa
rational &g as is valid for me; thus it is at the same time an objective prin
practical ground, all laws of the will must be able to be derived.

The practical imperative will thus be the following: Act so that you use human
as in the person of every other, always at the same time as end and never mere
this can be accomplished.

a) Outline and clarify the different ideas presented in this passage abou

b) Analyse the different implications for ethics in treating all human bei
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@> Mark Scheme

Level Descriptor

There is limited knowledge, terminology and technical language, o

inappropriately. Only a surface level knowled=«/of important relig

Level 1 is displayed and religious ideas and ko _ssed are of a limit
always correct, or sufficien
There is a moder sowledge, terminology and techni
presented. ‘few mistakes. A thorough knowledge a
Level2 | OUs behefs is displayed but with room for further d

beliefs addressed are of a limited variety, but generally c
. ected to the extract.

There is a broad amount of knowledge, terminology and technical 1
rigorously presented throughout an appropriate and justified respo
Level 3 | thorough and fully developed knowledge and comprehension of im
and concepts is displayed. Religious ideas and beliefs addressed ar
correct and pertinently connected to the extract.

Qu;s(:lon Indicative Content (10 marks AOT
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
language and terminology, when responding to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following:

e Kant's project to decipher morali
taking the form of duty
e How the practicr »merges as the second form of th
a) how i : <tpreted in ordinary human moral actions.
of rational natures, and how Kant establishes

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

means recogrusmg others with rational natures as ends.

e differences between treating someone as a means to an end,

e How the practical imperative establishes moral conduct and la
imperative, and how all ‘laws of the will” in Kant’s eyes are de

e Kant's vision of the Kingdom of Ends, and how this relates to t

e How the practical imperative establishes certain rights of the in
these rights are connected to one’s persistent rationality or rati
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Level

Descriptor

Level 1

There is a very limited knowledge, terminology and technical language, ofte
inaccurately or inappropriately. Some topics and details are chosen with rud
made between a small variety of aspects of the question. Any criticisms or ju
only substantiated by general or non-specific evidence.

Level 2

There is a limited amount of knowledge, terminology and technical languag
well presented, although with some mistakes. Relevant topics and details ar
and links are made between a small variety of aspects of the question. Critic
judgements of a few aspects are made but with little subst-ntiation by a reas
evaluation of supporting evidence.

Level 3

There is a moderate amount of knowleds
well presented, although with sc:
with a basic progrebsmr‘

£s. Relevant topics and details ar
guments throughout the answer. Lin

Level 4

few mistakes. Relevant topics and details are deconstructed with rational an
progressions of reasoned arguments developed throughout the answer. Lin
between a broad variety of the aspects of the question. Criticisms and judge
of almost all of the aspects of the question and are substantiated by a reasone
some supporting evidence.

Level 5

A broad amount of knowledge, terminology and technical language is well p
correctly and rigorously, throughout a justified response. Relevant topics an
critically deconstructed with rational and logical progressions of reasoned ar
strongly developed. Criticisms, judgements and links are made of/between
aspects of the question and completely substantiated by a thorough and reas
evaluation of supporting evidence.

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 48 of 96

NAT. |

AdOD NOILOAdSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

Qg
Education




Question No.

Indicative Content (5 marks AQO1, 15 marks AO2

b)

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evalu
be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding using spec
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting the AC
described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

* Deontological ethics is the school of philosophical thought that put
morality as the most applicable and accurate for:n of ethics. This o
‘ought’ statements based off the idea : d obligations.

¢s could be derived fro

mere means. Can question whether Kant accurately makes a distin
and whether there are any moral dilemmas that expose the ambigu

e An analysis of whether treating humans as ends naturally excludes
mentally ill, etc. from having rights or being given moral considera
whether rationality is the only important factor in morality.

¢ An analysis of whether the practical imperative provides real guid
moral situations or whether it simply defines the abstract ways huni
respect each other’s existence.

e Examination of whether it is ever right to treat someone as a mere
greater good. Can look at the advantages of consequentialism and
is right or wrong in completely removing moral consideration of co
ethical theory.

Discussion about whether the practical imps can ever capture

“ re as an end to the importance of everyone
rical/practical imperative a veiled form of egoism?

w0m moral consideration?

e Can discuss how Kantian ideas about human beings as ends can le
modern applied ethics, particularly in fields such as medical or se
people’s autonomy and dignity are often valued.

¢ Can discuss whether there is a problem with motivation at the core
simply knowing other people have rational natures motivate one to
the same way one would treat oneself?
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Glossary

Transcendental Idealism  The term applied to Kant’s epistemological project, from whig"- -~ -+~ Sbaiatoliale
morality are closely linked. It attempts to find a middle grou
rationalism and empiricism, arguing that human beings buil
sense experience (phenomena) with the independent objec
experiences (noumena) remaining beyond human perceptio

A moral duty that is universally binding across all circumsta

Categorical Imperative . X k
dependent upon any contingent requirements or people’s s

A moral duty that only arises or applies if one desires the co

H hetical Imperative
ypothetical Imp aimed towards.

The second formulation of
beings should be,

vical imperative, whic

Formula of Humanity

4 person is obliged to commit to at all tim

Perfect Duties N
r situation.

Moral duties that a person is required to uphold but not in

Imperfect Duties
P contexts.

Reasons for action that relate to a person’s own desires, mo

Agent-Relative . .
8 relationships.

Reasons for action that do not relate to a person’s own desi

Agent-Neutral , . .
g relationships and apply to all human beings equally.

Kingdom of Ends Kant’s hypothetical utopia, where each person treats every
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‘/ > Answers to Discussion Point

13.
14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Ought Statements — Students might examine a wide variety of ethical statements.
come from when a moral is contextualised or part of a particular culture, butitisi
arguably arise out of the statement not being formulated correctly.

Laws of Nature — For Kant laws of nature are uni
that moral laws are universal in the sam
metaphysical philosophy.

atwg the categorical i
her natural law might be

Rationality and F night note Nietzsche, who argues against the jum

F o £

an end it3&r, or whether the end of Kant’s “end” is just the amalgamation of each
a rational being

Contradictions — Possible to argue that conceivability is too vague. Students migh
and practical contradictions as has often been traditionally thought. Others might
contradiction in willing — even if conceivable they would not will the said law to be
point towards later in the guide where Kant’s ideas of perfect and imperfect dutie

Examples of Duties — Students should attempt to come up with their own, noting
problems with conceivability, or whether something should be classed as an impe

Inquiring Murderer — It is possible to specify laws further, for example ‘One shoul
an innocent person’, and yet even such a formulation can present difficult circums
the existence of evil things so as not to cause distress? Others might state ‘One sh
people’ but this in turn might fall under Kant’s imperfect duti=#/and so not be a co

Mere Means/Ends — Many equivocate the seson Ladon with that of respec
arguably even this definition doesn’ derne what are the obligations o
towards others. Inthe case ¢ orker, it is difficult to know how me
lens of contracts an rcion by poverty count as exploitation or part
ibn was produced on ideals of humanity as ends, these
uie humanity formula only contains limited practical moral guida

Friendship — Students should look at deontology surrounding agent-relative reaso
basic duty to care towards friends, attaching further responsibilities when needed
their friends concerns’. Others might argue such definitions ignore the basis of fri
between different forms of friendship and their accompanying responsibilities.

Kant, Reason and Divine Command Theory — One possible answer is that if reaso
which God has allowed human beings to discover moral law, then laws derived fro
possibly be aligned with the divine commands present in the Bible. Certainly this
Commandments or the Golden Rule in the Gospels, however equally, Christian co
corruption of man, place a much higher value on revelation rather than reason, pe
Kant's ethical theory can apply within traditional Christian morality and epistemol
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Nicomachean Ethics Book Il — Aristotl

hat you need to know before starting. ..

€ core ideas behind Aristotelian ethics and how virtues and v
.

he different ways one might arrive at a conce

guidance in an ethical dilemma.

1. Infrodbcﬁon

This extract draws on Section 5.1: Virtue Ethics on the syllabus and you are advi
the anthology alongside this topic. Additionally for owners of the ZigZag Course
Ethics Year 2, the section on Virtue Ethics can be found on pp. 28-34.

The passages are taken from Book Il of the Nicomachean Ethics and detail Arist
defining virtue and explaining how someone becomes a virtuous person. This g
each section of Book Il, drawing out some of the nuances in Aristotle’s thoughts
analysing them in light of modern virtue ethics and noting his philosophy’s cons
ethics and everyday experience.

2. Summary of Ideas

ant ethical texts in the
, . Throughout its ten books, Aris
ow a person can cultivate them and h

The Nicomachean Ethics is one of the first
outlining the importance of virtue i
develop not only exampl

The basis o! —lii co1ies in a teleological understanding of human life. For Ari
goal and hur\ae® is no different. All of our activities aim at some good and th
in practical thinking is that of Eudaimonia. This can be loosely translated as ‘ha
Aristotle it encompasses a much wider set of concepts. Rather than being fleeti
dynamic, specifically linked to the human soul and its excellence.

Book I, preceding the passages from this extract, is largely concerned with defining ¢
total aim of Aristotle’s ethics. One important thing to note is that unlike other for
for Aristotle is an imprecise endeavour; all one can do is look towards those peopl
from a positive upbringing or set of experiences, and move from those observatio
of ethics as a whole. To develop a theory that allows humans to grow more effect
Eudaimonia, one needs to develop a theory about what makes a virtuous, and so hq|
therefore, is the road to Eudaimonia, and is worked through b ‘

Human Beings and Function
What makes Aristotle able to ma _ifvat ethics is imprecise? Itis impo
ethics is not an exact sci is simply aiming to begin his ethical proj
assumptions 2k 1t : all consider morality to be and the reasons why
presupposefs Ve fave some experience of virtuous actions and their value,
happy life. 1\ mple, he divides between lives led of honour, contemplation
conceptions of a fulfilling life, but beyond these ideals he seeks to find the ‘func
the good comes from performing well. Everything has a function or activity, fro
humans he identifies the function specifically as ‘reason’, for it is the thing that
forms of life and enables us to lead our lives the way we do.
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Virtues from this understanding, are the ways that allow us to live in accordanc
Eudaimonia. There are many people who carve out lives of excess but in doing
reason and never reach true happiness or flourishing.

A basic understanding of how Aristotle perceives the function and telos of hum
why he develops his idea of virtue as he does. It is very posmble (and easy som
idea of human beings having a purpose at all and is certa’:+ }contentlous part
ethics is based in essence off an agreement ab se elements of
important to note that disagreements abui ements of Nicomachean
virtue and morality, do not ne the entirety of its arguments.

Discussion Point 22

or Aristotle to observe ordinary aspects of morality and derive
whole! Research moral epistemology and discuss some of the ways philosoph
how we might achieve moral knowledge.

Book Il and Virtue
After defining Eudaimonia, human function and the aim of his ethics, Aristotle
structure and definition of virtue in Book Il. This part of the section will go thro
develop some of the key ideas within.

Chapter 1
This chapter is primarily concerned with how virtue is developed and the form
Aristotle first identifies two kinds of virtue:

e Intellectual Virtue — formed through teachi
e  Moral Virtue - formed through i

“Uses on here, and he
. points. The first is that
w t come from our nature. If they are
formed throUgn habit they cannot have been an essential
part of our being previously. Aristotle notes:

Specifically, it is mor:

Neither by nature, then, nor contrary to nature do the
virtues arise in us; rather we are adapted by nature to
receive them, and are made perfect by habit.

Therefore, virtues are developed through practice. A person could know of eve
none if they did not apply them to their life. For example, a judge could know
given situation in a court, but fail to be just unless he was committed to giving j
number of examples:

er men we becom

.. by doing the acts that we do in our transaction
| «bituated to feel fear or

acts that we do in the presence of dang
cowardly.

dynamic and dependent on one’s interactions wi
developme % nd training is vital. He notes at the end that forming
is essential. \g g person raised wrongly will inevitably develop an un-virtuo
with wrong actions and practices.

Possessing virts
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Chapter 2
The main point Aristotle seeks to make in this chapter is that virtues as
part of their nature are destroyed by excess or defect. For example,
courage can be lost by losing all fear and behaving recklessly or by
becoming fearful of everything and never standing up when necessary.
Virtues are preserved by finding the mean, or point between the
excess and deficiency of the virtue itself. f

ues however is a matter
~someone being too honest?

Whether this is a principle that can be 1
honesty as a possible virtue be

Chapter 3 .
This chaptei >d around a discussion of pleasures and pains. Simply put, A
such a naturarpart of why some people become good and others bad, pursuit a
our activities growing up and they often provide a basis for how we measure o
be based around the human life fully, has to be concerned with pleasures and
he puts:

.. virtue, then, is concerned with pleasures and pains, and that by the acts fr
increased and, if they are done differently, destroyed.

An important detail to note is that Aristotle is not arguing, similar to utilitariani
virtuous action. Some pleasures may come from virtuous activities, but they m
produce an excess or deficiency of a particular trait. For example, one might ta
human being, but such an act would not be virtuous as normally understood.
developing the right attitude towards pleasure and pain such that it supports v

+ scussion Point 23

| eiving the correct amount of pleasure
o1t who becomes virtuous through perseverance!
dress such issues of moral luck!

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Chapter 4
One very important point of Aristotle’s thought is noted here:

.. it is not the man who does these that is just and temperate, but the man w
temperate men do them.

This point at first seems strange, but what he seeks to show is that a virtuous a
of a virtuous person. Someone might restrain themselves from gorging on foo
mean they have practised temperance. A virtuous action has to be done with t
virtuous person would do, otherwise there is no possibility of moral growth.

i
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Chapter 5
This chapter concerns itself with an i
three different kinds of thmgs i
not morally judged a i we feel. A person might get sad watching
really praisegs ., : for doing so. Virtue on the other hand is comp
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Similarly, for Aristotle virtues cannot be capacities, for people are equally not p
able to feel things, therefore virtues have to be states of character.
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Chapter 6
Aristotle builds upon the last chapter here, defining
further what sort of state of character virtue is. In
short, it is that which brings about the excellence of
something and makes all acts by that thing excellent.
Courage as a virtue, therefore, is the state that both
makes a man courageous and causes his actions to
be courageous. A person without this state of
character would equally both not be
not produce courageous act

mean betweetr two vices, one of excess and one of
deficiency. Virtue is therefore what is intermediate between these two extreme
the mean between recklessness and cowardice. In short, he defines a virtue as:

... a mean, with regard to what is best and right an extreme.

However, there are also many actions that do not possess a mean where virtue |
are already bad. If we took cowardice as an example, it would be counter-intuit
then it could be possible to have in Aristotle’s eyes a deficiency of what is alread
some actions or passions that are always wrong.

Chapter 8
The main point Aristotle develops here is that the mean where a virtue lies is no
evenly between its excess and defectiveness. There /. ne of these extrem
contrary to the virtue from being furthest a
more fitting to argue that cowardice is.
conceptually different. In th
saving the child, even i
jumping in. g f

Chapter 9
Aristotle ties together his development of thought here. Starting with the idea
reiterates his conclusion that moral virtue is a mean between two vices and by i
intermediate point between the two.

Notably, he also makes the point that cultivating this mean is a difficult task and
achieve it. While this may seem relatively trivial, since Aristotle’s ethics is based
understanding, our acknowledgement of whether true virtue is something that i
cannot simply be refuted by looking at immoral acts, especially when the contex
naturally spurred on towards vice.

hatvirtue is not com
ied that this is simply an ind
ringing and surroundings are vital t

For example, if | looked at a war-torn country an
regular violence and conflict, it could
linked to external factors a :
human being.
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What are the Virtues Aristotle Identifies?

While the full range of virtues are not listed in the extract, it is useful to note e
identified as important. From this one can see what Aristotle exactly regards a
of virtue fit in with their respective vices.

Vice of Excess

Rashness

Boastfulness Truthfulness

Obsequi Friendliness

Temperance

Reckless Spending Generosity

Shyness Modesty
Arrogance Pride
Irascibility Patience

Vanity Greatness of Soul
Buffoonery Wittiness

It is interesting to note a few things before moving on to the next section. The
necessarily correlate with how one might directly interpret the term. For exam
more to do with the self and knowing the abilities or powers fne possesses. In
of being aware of this knowledge whereas bashfulne e a deficiency a
worth. The second is that there are certain vip Jtie identifies which el
language. For example, ‘greatness ‘ siesest to magnanimity in English
megalopsuchia but this t ; 055|ny has connotations not containe
<s of traditional nobility, but Aristotle identifies
g to accurately claim the honours they deserve.

It is useful to note these nuances when criticising Aristotle. There have been n
Nicomachean Ethics throughout history and not all of them agree, but in partic
Aristotle’s ethics purely on the virtues he identifies. As will be explored in the
necessarily have to be universal or objective for virtue ethics to be relevant or i
of morality.

3. Philosophical Context

The Nicomachean Ethics is one of the most important philosophical works to su
had a widespread influence through medieval theology to modern ethics. Itis
into smaller chapters and the title is often presumed to refer %ither to Aristotle
of the same name. Some scholars maintain that it is hat his son edite
various textual discrepancies. :

The book as a whole is dedlca
should live, and Arist
in contrast ; ' O

g the question, posed by Socrates
es that this is not a theoretical question i
sdcratic Philosophy.
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Aristotle (384-322 BCE)
Aristotle was born in 384 BCE and spent many years studying in Plato’s academy
Plato’s death in 347 BCE. While the latter’s influence can be seen in many of Aris
works, much of the Nicomachean Ethics is a departure from Plato’s ideas of virt
which are strongly linked to knowledge and wisdom. On the other hand, Aristot
stresses the importance of habit within morality, arguing that anyone who does
practice virtue cannot possess it simply through knowle

The influence of the Nicomachean E ‘
greatest in the medieval er, is work became synthesised with
Christian theology, mAg the writings of Thomas Aquinas. However, a
dawn of thy, rd with the rise in Enlightenment philosophy, his theo
were increa -een as an affront to progress, with the idea that reason can
determine moral law becoming more widespread.

e’s ideas as a whole was pe

Nevertheless, many modern philosophers have taken inspiration from Aristotle i
again a renaissance of virtue ethics has sprung up.

Philippa Foot (1920-2010)
Foot was one of the main philosophers to bring virtue ethics back into philosoph
time when among many of her colleagues, non-cognitivism was popular partiall
the Second World War. Central to these debates was the idea of ‘thick’ concept
and ‘thin” concepts such as good and bad. Non-cognitivists argue that all moral
of emotions, but difficulties occur when thick concepts are considered for they s
evaluative element. Foot posits in particular that these terms have a significanc
from a simple description. For example, if one saw their frie
person would evaluate that situation and say that th

This is important for virtue ethic
concepts of the world, t
particular, Fogzai
goodness; \ 'ltﬂ
important ir\g

epts express a connection betw
tue is a firm moral feature of the world
tance of phronesis (practical wisdom) in hu
nly be good as such when they are employed towards go
ext section.

Alasdair Macintyre (1929—present)
Aristotle argued that man is at heart a political animal, and as such politics shoul
society where people can be free but also where they can and should aim to live
upon this idea, arguing that within modern society, when people talk about wha
language that has lost its original meaning and context. Moreover when people
argument they do so erroneously, for there is little-to-no shared or agreed upon
assumptions. Therefore, where these terms have lost their original meaning (fr
they carry little-to-no force. Anyone can call anything good or bad without the p
common good being reached.

What does this mean? Effectively within modern se rulers can explo

values or the collective e.i_zas will prove important when the applic
human action igexe
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4. Detailed Analysis

Analysis of Aristotle inevitably has to accommodate the stretch of philosophy t
publication of Nicomachean Ethics. Naturally some parts of his thought can se
rooted in a more limited understanding of nature and science. For example, it
Aristotle argued that human beings are geared towards some purpose, just like

energies telling jokes?

Nevertheles™ ough Aristotle’s argument may be flawed, it does not mean h
within religion, morality may have the purpose of following God’s Word and th
with him, other secular critics may argue that if general happiness and wellbein
is? While some posit that morality is an illusion and nothing more than the exp
does not necessarily mean morality is devoid of use within a society. Human fl
of people can agree on even though it may in certain instances stand in opposit
deontological ethics in interpreting ethical dilemmas. What is important to not
virtue ethics can possibly still be held as important, regardless of the meta-ethi
believes that moral statements are facts or not.

Why Virtue Ethics?
For a long while in modern philosophy, the main branches of ethical thought re
and deontology. Yet over time obvious flaws emerged in both, such that despi
important in a secondary way as reinforcing moral la lators, virtue et

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

people and not simply machines that have made the correct moral choiceinas
Stocker notes this in particular, giving the example of a person going to see the
rather than friendship as a counter-intuitive implication of deontological ethics
should be able to encompass friendship as a personal and particular moral valu
Friendliness is one of the virtues Aristotle identified, so in Stocker’s example, a
granted as moral.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Beyond reinforcing the ideas of moral growth and autonomy, however, virtue e
flexibility within moral choices. Whereas consequentialist and deontological th
course of action, there may well be multiple courses of virtuous action in any g
ethics removes the strict moral requirements to always -ulating and obed
person’s life and situation to influence thexr mor . However, some o
conversely be perceived as failings d many philosophers have
theory to effectively guide pe

ig

Qg9

" Discussion Point 24 ;
Education

Before reading ahead, research and analyse some of the flaws within pure de
ethics that virtue ethics could provide a solution to.
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Can Virtue Ethics Provide Effective Moral Guidance?

One aspect that was noted about virtue ethics was its emphasis on agent-centre
morality. While this may have some advantages in avoiding the charge of deper
philosophers have equally said that the existence of rules is a strength of conseq
ethics. Rather than it being a limitation, the possibility of there being a morality
practical situations is a blessing. For example J L Mackie writes:

... though Aristotle’s account is filled out with g4
intellectual, the air of indeterminact
each of the virtues, but very Ii

. esciiptions of many o
the names of the pairs o

out onto a pe* drowning in stormy weather, is

jumping in an act of courageousness or

recklessness? Even when people die in such /
situations, we are reluctant to say they acted

morally badly or uncourageously, yet at the same

time it’s difficult to know at what point courage How does one
becomes a form of recklessness. The idea of there know that an
individual is

being a mean in between two forms of vice is an
attractive one, but it doesn’t necessarily allow us
to form effective moral practice throughout our
lives, especially if the boundaries are ill-defined.

Arguably Aristotle doesn’t provide great

indications of the methodology of determining
virtue from vice; at a push some might even say his

philosophy is circular. One could even boil i
to his own statement here:

virtuous?

virtuous, flourishing people; but if we ask how we can determine whether they a
resolves down to pointing out the virtues they have. While it was noted before
on a common-sense understanding of morality, if it could be shown that there is
understanding, it could be argued he is making a circular argument, or at least o
of what morality is. Robert Louden argues a similar point:

... we do not seem to be able to know with any degree of certainty who really is
means that moral scepticism is a serious problem for a virtue-based ethical sys

Yet a similar thing can be said of other ethical theories. The question of whether
what is good and what is bad is arguably partially answ e history of ethic
constantly faces the issue of how to quantify and appiness or pleasure,
many dilemmas over how to interpret s equally possible to make t
identify basic virtue as that sic forms of good or bad. To dispara
the meaning of a large uative moral concepts in our language.
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Macintyre and Tradition

One suggestion to partially resolve this comes from Alasdair MaclIntyre, who arg
good or bad coming from a vacuum and applying universally to everybody, mora
traditions and values of a community that has grown and developed over time.
it is with the understanding of its goals or aims and it is not an abstract exercise
of facts. However, this doesn’t rule out morality involving rationality or real eva
universalisable in a way that direct prescriptive comman be made for all p

arose as to hOw to deal with drowning people, |
can correctly measure the courageousness of my
actions against this history. Whereas if | lived in
the desert, only visiting the sea once, on seeing a
person drown | would have no historical or
communal reference for my virtuous actions. In
that situation, it is possible | may even look
towards people within the seaside community for
moral guidance.

This is a simple example, but one which illustrates the contextual grounding of v
background, it is arguably more difficult to point out the flaw in virtue ethics of
operates and points towards moral action is rooted in more than simple laws or
the beginning of Book Il, where Aristotle notes:

Again, of all the things that come to. e first acquire the potentia

worality is a process of growth within a certain
y guided by laws, people still require knowledge of

By this, we are morat bz

Discussion Point 25

Is it necessary to provide an account for the origin of virtue! Research differe
discuss whether virtue could be seen as a simple extension of our understandi
it is rooted in tradition as Maclntyre suggests.

Virtue Ethics as a Supplement
It is important to be aware that Maclntyre never views virtue ethics as a free-sta
rather sees virtue as a supplement to moral rules. Attimes he even says his wor
about ‘virtue ethics’ because of this.

Under this sort of approach, che cane Jjigeas of virtue with rule-ba

prove difficig +in any system of act-based morality. However, if M
formlng fro llgﬁé ions and beliefs of a community, it may well be that any
es, such that not only virtue but also deontological and conse
and traditions of communities.

However, other virtue ethicists, including Aristotle himself, do put forward that
and is enough to establish moral guidance, although of a different kind.
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V-Rules and Virtue Centred Moral Action
The issue to resolve, therefore, is how virtue can effectively guide action. Some
Hursthouse have developed arguments around the idea that virtues don’t just n
rather can be developed to illuminate more complex moral issues. These can co
rules) such as ‘do what is courageous’ which can equally warn against vice. Inp
one can identify, means many virtue ethicists regard a morality based on virtue

But what about more complex issue rériasia or abortion? Critics ha
directly relatable to these d

the idea of pn ! don to not only the ethics of human virtue towards th
the related udaimonia, and whether abortion can be justified as progr

Discussion Point 26

By yourself or in pairs, develop an analysis of how virtue ethics could provide e
dilemmas surrounding the legalisation of voluntary euthanasia. Is this possible a

Nevertheless, while this may be a step in the right direction, many critics would
‘effectively’ action-guiding. For the less morally educated person, a widespread
prove difficult when making a decision about a bigger issue such as abortion or
them in difficult circumstances. On the other hand, ‘do what is the moral law’ o
about the most happiness’ are simpler moral concepts and while they may be co
do lead towards a more direct conclusion. Especially e e, there is this di

... S0 too we become just by doing |

Yet there is an assumpt

reference for morality that everyone can understand.

Is Virtue Ethics Open to the Charge of Moral Relativism or Scepticism?
It has been noted previously that under Aristotle, it is difficult to determine exac
Mean. Equally, many have contended that the idea of virtue being the basis for
different cultures across history have had different conceptions of what is a virt
philosophers to argue that virtue is not an objective phenomenon and even that
moral facts in a meaningful manner.

The idea that moral facts simply express emotion or

sentiment is described as non-cognitivism, and a debate
explored in Section 3 is still ongoing about wheth
moral concepts such as the virtues exp

David Hume’s argumen
from an ‘is’ Lyl

there is a log ap between me seeing a person stealing,
and making the case that people ought not to steal.
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This issue has greatly pervaded and influenced modern ethical debate, even tow
justice or courage. The difficulty with these kinds of concepts, however, is that t
simple goodness or badness. When | say someone is being selfish, it may be fro
more than others, for example, but it evaluates parts of their behaviour and imp
condemnation. In the case of Foot, this particular evaluative aspect is vital to un
gap Hume identifies is bridged. It is the mechanism by which we morally evalua

Another argument present by Maclin i _éidse morality is developed in
such as Eudaimonia in virtue ethi ments are evaluative facts in rela

Can Virtues be Anything More than Relative?

Nevertheless, despite these responses providing an answer to arguments for ge
be posited that whatever one considers virtue to be is culturally relative. This w
no applicability beyond whatever tradition it is located in, and for many people i
to judge whether something is objectively right or wrong. This has a number of
there are no universal truth conditions for morality; there is nothing we can dire
applicable to all people. The second is that it can affect the way we interact wit
philosophers argue that because we cannot determine universal truth condition
attempt to impose their morality on those from other cultures.

There are a number of important things to point out, however, with this criticism
first is that a logical jump has been made from observing that neople disagree to

mean there is necessarily not a ri
morality often argue that the
between compzating

W ¥
o

The second X& all forms of normative ethics can be objected to in a similar fa
the same way as there are competing sets of virtues, there are also competing m
laws, or moral ends. While one society might value human happiness as the con
maximise, another might view justice or love as the most important goal of mor.
fact, some proponents of virtue ethics have even argued virtue ethics is better p
provide an account of universal morality. For example, Martha Nussbaum argue
there are a number of virtues universal across all cultures; where people disagre

their local or community’s interpretation of them.

ny advocates for forms of objec
ng argument to suggest why disagree
ity mean there are no objective moral facts.

Therefore, while some might press arguments against virtue ethics for leading t
important to note that these arguments are not unique to virtue ethics. Moreo
equal burden of proof to show that disagreement is permanently unresolvable a

Virtue and Right Action

A final problem for virtue ethics
a good action without bein
Similarly, one could £.2i
performing 11%

eré; namely that if as Aristotle
s there really a relationship between
it is equally possible for a virtuous person to r
vistotle reinforces this issue in Chapter 4:

Actions, 19 are called just and temperate when they are such as the just or

not the man who does these that is just and temperate, but the man who also d
men do them.
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For critics, if this is true then there seems to be some discrepancy between wha
Under Aristotle’s definition, it could well be that a person could do the right thin
conceiving themselves as acting as a virtuous person, they are never actually vir
and for some critics is an indication that virtue cannot be the whole picture of h

However, some proponents of virtue ethics equally argue that this view of mor
right action based around duty or law. In this way, the |
endorsed by the relevant law as being moral
assumption about what is a right action
come up with an account of m
a good person, and enca i
or duty.

y to critics, philosophers
dt'defining actions as being ‘right’ o
ns from virtuous states without recourse

Others, howe®er, argue that virtue ethics does not have to reduce every moral
It was explored previously how virtue ethics does not have to replace other mo
complement them and along these philosophical lines there may very well be a
from duty or their consequences which designates them as ‘right’. Therefore,
ascribes to virtue ethics as the only ethical theory, or whether it complements
numerous ways to answer this objection.

Discussion Point 27

One issue within virtue ethics is that seemingly an action could be virtuous b
invading soldier might be courageous on the battlefield but only to commit fu
virtue requires some other moral component in order to be ‘good’?

Aristotle Versus Modern Virtue Ethic
Many of the objections presented -
note how philosophers h

ch are not directly answered by
|C|sed his theory, but the possible ans

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

falling. Therefore, it is useful to note in your own views, where you might agre
from this thinking.
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Taking It Further (Extension Mate

5. Wider Issues for Religion

Aristotle arguably has had a huge effect on religion in the past, especially throug
many of his ideas on natural law and virtue into a Christian context. For Aquina
which is expressed in turn by virtue. To this end, our a 1. ppiness in this w
reconciliation with God and entry into heaven Thies ve filtered down
influenced much of Christian moral thin

e Catholic Church, there are
wed from Aristotle and ancient
Greek philc (pi adence, justice, temperance and courage) and
three Christi es (faith, hope and charity/love). Whereas the
Greek virtues are available to humans naturally, many theologians
identify the others as only available by building a relationship with
God. Therefore, it is very possible for virtue ethics both to be its
own ethical theory as well as a subset of Christian morality. Both
aim towards a particular goal of human flourishing, Christianity
simply extends this idea to the afterlife.

For example, with the Ca
seven virtues saali

Where there may be difficulties however is in whether virtue ethics can ever b
system of ethics that identifies what is right in the form of moral laws. In the c
could act virtuously without becoming a virtuous person. It is thus important to
person could act according to God’s word without becoming virtuous.

In other words, does virtue ethics present a greater scope for Christian moralit
absolute moral laws? Certainly Aristotle in suggesting Eudaimonia as theend g
fitting with Christianity, but there is a tension as tow idea of virtue c
end and placed within an absolutist ethxcal struct  example, the idea of
might well oppose various virtues d ' a person judged the Gold
virtuous lie to have greater sig man flourishing than an absolute |

falling out of favour during the Enlightenment era, various issues with conseque
theories have meant that in the past fifty years it has started receiving consider
broadly seen influencing ethics as a whole is through a shifting of emphasis from
agent-centred morality; that is, rather than prescribing people a set of rules bas
people are educated in the importance of ‘thick’ evaluative concepts which they

How is this important? Well one of the important points Aristotle makes throu
virtue is a fine balancing act which is only developed through education. This m
specific idea of moral growth. If someone simply follows rules without underst
meaning then their moral actions are not significant to their moral developmen
understanding of how virtuous people act in any given situation, not just perfo

Does Aristotle’s emphasis o sufﬂcnent understanding of virtue
how we view virtue i lonshlps? For example one might be insp
does that g 0 : the immediate step of abstracting the idea of
fulfil that 11 ivath one’s own life?

Discuss wh“ er Aristotle’s development of virtue is too impersonal or whet
models of virtue could build up within communities and societies.
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Where this may have significant consequences is on how morality is instilled and
Rather than simply informing people of rules, which neglects their own perspect
understanding morality, it is almost a requirement that examples of virtuous pe
to truly grasp an understanding of morality. Arguably for many, therefore, follo
a much different emphasis on moral education than other ethical theories.

odifiable form o
i ical concepts that
and bad, means that i

Similarly, this also presents virtue ethics as a much less r
formulated into rules or obligations and its focus or
component, rather than the simpler ideas o
moral theory, it may be much less <t .row than forms of deontological
both these latter theories, ' lly seen to be right and wrong action
responsibility if thev: action, even unknowingly. Yet within virtue
springing fr “have multiple outcomes. Some see this as a flaw, fo
should be a wrong action at any point in time. However, it is also possib
containing a ditferent idea of moral responsibility, one less dependent on outco
on a person’s intentions and virtue as a whole.

What's important to note throughout all of this, is that for many philosophers, v
of how humans morally develop and grow. In this line of thought, rather than vi
and more radical idea of how morality functions in human beings, our intuition s
consequence theories only present a partial picture of how morality operates. F
moral theory by itself, while for others, it supplements the gaps in other theorie
virtue ethics on how ordinary morality might function are numerous and, depen
human psychology as well as the state of Eudaimonia humans might achieve, de
might be implemented within various ethical dilemmas and issues.

ral theories.

It was noted how t
an evaluative aspect to
Someone at ficza mi

t'nuance within virtue ethics. While in deontological an
idea of goockE quite easily translated across different cultures or perspecti

beings interpret those behaviours.

For some philosophers, this has led to the conclusion that virtues are relative to a
pleasure are not. Yet there are others, such as Nussbaum, who have argued that

Setting aside for the moment whether this debate can be resolved, there can ar
these ideas about how people might experience the world if they are taught to |
virtue. Aristotle and other virtue ethicists have stressed moral education and sp
perceiving what is both a virtue and a vice in equal measure. Moreover, within
conforming one’s pleasures and pains to align with what is virtuous and unvirtu
perhaps more than any other moral theory, contains withi e implication th
important shift in the way one perceives and exper e vorld. An unvirtu

kleptomaniac, may in the process of becom evelop an entirely diff
Some might argue that this ny moral theory, especially within Ch
the importancegf t of unacceptable desnres But there are situat

experience for it to apply and relate to human beings, whereas deontological an
possibility of a person doing what is good by set rules, without a change in chara
that one is able to cleanly make is a matter of debate, but it is important to note
consequences virtue ethics might have beyond other ethical theories.
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Form and Justify an Argume

Throughout this section both Aristotle’s original arguments within the Nicomac
have been analysed, and it is now up to you to decide whether you believe the
particular consider:

Should all morality be viewed as aiming t
teleological in this sense?

onia? Isitimp

Is moral virtue develor “Can it be possible to be a moral pe

What advantages might virtue ethics have over other ethical theories?
a moral theory by itself, or should it be understood within the framewo
consequentialist ethics?

Can virtue ethics provide effective moral guidance, or does it simply de
character consists of ?

Is Aristotle, in forming his arguments from ordinary moral intuition, cul
virtue? Does this open virtue ethics to the charge of moral scepticism

Is there really a relationship between virtue and right action? Could a
reference to virtue at all?

What are the possible consequences in adopting a virtue ethics perspe
better with our natural moral intuitions and than other ethi
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N ) Activities

Activity 1
Below is a table summarising Aristotle’s arguments within Nicomachean Ethics. Rea
and using your own interpretation of the anthology, the extract and any other ide
sections of the table.

ics — Aristotle
Aristotle argue

Virtues are destroyed by excess or defect. Every
virtue lies in a (golden) mean between two vices.

Becoming virtuous is not simply about performing
virtuous acts, but performing them as virtuous people
would do.

There are some actions that are simply bad
do not fall between two vices.

5. Often there is a vice, that by its

being further away from the original virtue, can be
identified as a virtue's counterpart or opposite.

Virtue is concerned with pleasures and pains, in so much
that a virtuous person will cultivate their pleasures and
pains to align with what is virtuous and what is
unvirtuous.

Virtue is concerned with choice and as such cannot be o
passion or capacity, but rather o state of character.

Conclusion: Virtue iz haracter, in a mean
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Activity 2

In pairs or groups, consider the recent political discussion around Edward Snowde
blower on a large number of unlawful data-collection practices that the NSA was
revelations on the surveillance state caused a great deal of uproar, yet there are
Snowden that have emerged.

The first is one of Snowden as o hero, who courageously exposed the corruption
surveillance of ordinary people, something which many ishing for a deg
greatly disturbing. '

The second is that of Snowden as
potentially put security
gone so far oo

tor, who in exposing a lot of class
‘for the USA at material risk in their opera
buted to global destabilisation.

have performed a virtuous or unvirtuous action. Consider especially what the gro
whether these shift depending on the context and environment of a particular act

Next consider whether even if Snowden was courageous or reckless, was his actio
say he was courageous but overall his action was bad, does this mean something
appreciation of the situation? Similarly if he was reckless, but the action was goo
sometimes be good?

Lastly consider whether virtue in deeper situations such as the one above might b
deontological or consequentialist framework. Is what matters most here the mora
Snowden’s actions, and how might virtue fit into both of these pictures?
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0) Practice Exam Questions

Answer the following questions giving reference to the passage below:

We must, however, not only describe virtue as a stat cter, but also s
remark, then, that every virtue or excellence bc into good condition
excellence and makes the work o uorte well; e.g. the excellence
work good; for it is by the »; Eye that we see well.

Virtue, f character concerned with choice, lying in a mean, i.
being det\§g d by reason, and by that reason by which the man of practica
it is a mean between two vices, that which depends on excess and that which
mean because the vices respectively fall short of or exceed what is right in bo
virtue both finds and chooses that which is intermediate. Hence in respect o
states its essence, virtue is a mean, with regard to what is best and right an e

a) Outline and clarify the different ideas presented in this passage abo

b) Analyse the different implications for virtue ethics as a foundation f
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@> Mark Scheme

Level Descriptor

There is limited knowledge, terminology and technical language, o

inappropriately. Only a surface level knowled=«/of important relig

Level 1 is displayed and religious ideas and ko _ssed are of a limit
always correct, or sufficien
There is a moder sowledge, terminology and techni
presented. ‘few mistakes. A thorough knowledge a
Level 2 _q OUs behefs is displayed but with room for further d

beliefs addressed are of a limited variety, but generally c
. ected to the extract.

There is a broad amount of knowledge, terminology and technical 1
rigorously presented throughout an appropriate and justified respo
Level 3 | thorough and fully developed knowledge and comprehension of im
and concepts is displayed. Religious ideas and beliefs addressed ar
correct and pertinently connected to the extract.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Qu;s(:lon Indicative Content (10 marks AOT
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
language and terminology when responding to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following.

e Virtue is for Aristotle a state of ¢ 1 than a passion
with choice.
e Virtues are mear, /0 vices of excess and defect. Th
a) neith « oward. The virtue of courage in turn br
on as well as the acts they perform.

mean of virtue is destroyed by excess or defect. Whatis a

uch of a particular state of character.

¢ The Golden Mean applies to all virtues, but not to all vices; the
wholly bad and do not fit into a scale of virtue and vice.

e The Golden Mean does not always lie in the middle, often ther
away in character from the virtue can effectively be classed as i
cowardice and courage.
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Level

Descriptor

Level 1

There is a very limited knowledge, terminology and technical language, often
inaccurately or inappropriately. Some topics and details are chosen with rudi
made between a small variety of aspects of the question. Any criticisms or jud
only substantiated by general or non-specific evidence.

Level 2

There is a limited amount of knowledge, terminology and technical language,
well presented, although with some mistakes. Relevant topics and details are
deconstructed and links are made between a small variety of aspects of the que
Criticisms and judgements of a few aspects are made but with little substantia
reasoned evaluation of supporting evidence. ‘

Level 3

There is a moderate amount of knowled and technical languag

s+ Relevant topics and details are

deconstructed with a ba
Links are mzg

Level 4

few mistakes. Relevant topics and details are deconstructed with rational and
progressions of reasoned arguments developed throughout the answer. Links
between a broad variety of the aspects of the question. Criticisms and judgem
of almost all of the aspects of the question and are substantiated by a reasoned
some supporting evidence.

Level 5

A broad amount of knowledge, terminology and technical language is well pre
correctly and rigorously, throughout a justified response. Relevant topics and
critically deconstructed with rational and logical progressions of reasoned ar
strongly developed. Criticisms, judgements and links are made of/between all
aspects of the question and completely substantiated by a thorough and reason
evaluation of supporting evidence.
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Question No.

Indicative Content (5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2Z

b)

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evalu
be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding using spec
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting the A
described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e Aristotle saw virtue, being moderated by practical wisdom as the f
morality. This can be called virtue ethics and he s seen a resurgence
philosophical thought. ‘
e Virtue ethics is not always the av ion of moral philosophy
incorporated it into '

mean may lie or even if one exists. Can look at whether a person cq
truthfulness. Aristotle argues the mean is where a man of practical
determine it but equally how does one judge what is wisdom?

*  Moral relativism possibly poses a threat to virtue ethics as a founda
virtue is dependent on cultural outlooks then it is possible to questi
ever be objective knowledge of virtue transferrable between differe

e  Virtues as thick ethical concepts contain an evaluative component an
than the simple good or bad present in deontological and consequen

e Aristotle based his idea of virtue from common-sense observations.
question whether the aim of morality is human flourishing or perha

e Virtue ethics may not be accurately action-guiding as it is difficult t
complex situations. Can think of v-rules but it is possible to criticis

e ltis arguably possible to identify g actions without ref
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Glossary

Practical wisdom that guides how we discern virtue and virtuous acts and apply

Phronesis .
them to our own lives.

Eudaimonia Human flourishing or happiness, and the central aim of all virtue and morality.

The theoretical, desirable point between two vices of excess and defect where i

The Golden Mean . . .
virtue is supposed to lie.

A problem developed by David Hume; it poses how one can derive a moral law
Is-Ought Problem ‘ought’ from other forms of descriptive knowledge when there is no logical basi
do so.

Concepts such as ‘selfish’ or ‘untrustworthy’ that both have a descriptive and a

Thick Ethical Concepts .
evaluative moral element.

The idea that there are no objective m

Moral Relativism . .
true in so far as they align or are .

Moral Scepticism
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‘/ > Answers to Discussion Point

22.

23.

24,

25.
26.
27.

28.

Moral Knowledge — Students can explore a number of different positions, includin
moral facts are natural or non-natural. Can examine also how Aristotle derives his
capacity for virtue as part of our nature but not virtue itself.

aces less of a burden
e unlucky to be unvirtuous
sreoral responsibility. If virtue is govern
r actions?

Moral Luck — Students can guestion whether virt
environment. Similarly, does it condem :
question whether this affect
it ever right to blame

n work. Can look at the high burdens on people placed by

Origins of Virtue — Can argue that providing an account on how a person gets obje
all forms of ethics. Where virtue ethics might differ is its evaluative component w
individual’s perception as rooted in cultural traditions. However it may also be th
extension of ‘ought’ morality which moves on from simply defining rules for what

Virtue Ethics and Euthanasia — Students can look at how courage, compassion, be
into an encounter with a person wishing to die. There is no strict rule against killin
virtuous ending of life. However at the same time, some might argue respect, em
create reasons to favour things like palliative care.

Virtue and Right Action — Some philosophers have identified a virtue as only bein
good context. The person courageously doing evil deeds then is acting primarily o
to question this, for it is difficult to always judge what might h:igood and virtuous
sensitive time displaying virtue or ignorance? 2

riendship as important within
tological and consequentialist ethic
rather because we morally value friends them
s, or can they simply do as their moral idols do?

Virtue Ethics and Impersonality — Ar/
be open to the same alienati;
important because
do as a g -

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 74 of 9

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education




‘Euthanasia and Doctors’ Ethics’ — Michael

you need to know before starting...

e concepts of sanctity of life and quality of life and how they

euthanasia.

he different ways one might appro «erations ar

ome of the weaknesses beh’ wafslippery slope or ‘wed

egalisation of volun

1an and virtue-based ethical arguments have

fyears these are becoming more prominent t

1. Introduction

This extract draws on Section 6.1: Medical Ethics on the syllabus and you are ad
of the anthology alongside this topic. Additionally for owners of the ZigZag Cou
Ethics Year 2, the section on Medical Ethics can be found on pp. 36-47.

The extract is taken from contemporary philosopher Michael Wilcockson’s book Iss
as an illumination of the various different philosophical arguments for and against |
it looks at the competing ideas of ‘Sanctity of Life’ (SOL) and ‘Quality of Life’ (QOL)
ideas gives rise to various perspectives on whether there is a difference between p
whether it is the right of someone to choose their own death. This guide will begin
concepts involved in the discussion around euthanasia, before analysing them in lig
noting the consequences that legalising euthanasia would ‘or religious belief,

2. Summary of Ideas

While suicide has been dy throughout history, modern medical ad
more attenticgs recent years towards euthanasia and whethe
interests of (A3 =ring from terminal illness and those in wider society who
consequencd

What is euthanasia?

Wilcockson's essay begins by noting specifically what is under investigation whe
Simply defining it as mercy-killing leaves a lot of room for interpretation and he
a moral society where killing is not indiscriminately allowed, it has to be part of
means euthanasia has to be practised by a doctor and regulated to only be allow

The consideration of ‘euthanasia’ at present, is rightly a medical issue. Put si
his patients in some circumstances?

Sanctity of Life
The concept of the sanctity of life has been promine
often formed the basis for a general opposition
sacred then only God has the right t :
for that person and therefore
essential parts of life

religious thoug
. Ifeverylifeisag

_owiiig humans to end life as the
ten accompanied by the idea that

. Discussion Point 29

Sanctity of life is generally seen as a religious principle, but are there any possi
understanding of life as sacred or intrinsically important? Discuss and note do
support such a belief.
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Quality of Life

Another concept that many people argue is more important than the sanctity of |
the general happiness and welfare one experiences over the course of one’s life a
greater significance than the sanctity of life, argue that it forms the basis for a str
passive but also active euthanasia. Wilcockson notes the views of Peter Singer in

Singer suggests that the SOL belongs to an older nior
Christianity the philosophical basis which estal]
longer be sensibly sustained. '

lute value view of
sa gift from God o

While there are secular p eve in forms of the sanctity of life, Singe
that ethical thegrie: i m religious beliefs have often been more acc
euthanasia encompass a greater variety of moral considerations an
inclined to a changing practices and advances in medicine. Wilcockson i
pointing out that with ever greater technological complexity come new issues w
quality of life arguments equally have to contend.

Active and Passive Euthanasia
Every doctor is considered to have a duty to save and preserve life wherever
possible. This forms a big part of the Hippocratic Oath which states:

Lwill give no deadly medicines to anyone if asked, nor suggest any such coun

This has often formed the basis for the British Medical Association’s (BMA)

opposition to euthanasia. However, the BMA also state that there is a large
difference between active euthanasia (direct killing) and passive euthanasia (ind
killing), even if they do not speak of the latter as cases of euthanasia, but rather
withholding or withdrawing treatment.

How is this justification made? Wilcockson
a greater degree of moral culpability ir,

Discussion Point 30

The imperative to give no deadly medicines to anyone if asked is part of the o
However, there are other modern formulations which present similar but diff
doctors. Could any of these modern formulations give a different perspective

1. Acts versus omissions
This distinguishes between different forms of acts that we might regard as blam
omissions that are intended are morally equivalent to intended actions. Wilcoc

If A chooses to shoot B then we classify this as an intende ?ct; if Csees A an
this is an intended omission.

failing to stop A, and that
n. However within medical ethics,
: t in certain circumstances may be regard
Ar quality of life would be too low or that saving the
n examines issues around premature babies in this respect:

Many people would argue that C is sti
are at least partly as bad as in
be that not attempting
was to be foq
request. W

If a baby is born very prematurely a doctor might have to consider whether th
Some argue that morally they may withhold treatment either as a form of pas
voluntary euthanasia) or simply ‘letting nature take its course’.
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Note this does mean doctors have an automatic right to withhold treatment fro
acknowledgement that in extreme circumstances there is a significant moral dif
patient and simply omitting to treat them. Similarly, it can be presented that if
patient before considering to withdraw treatment on the basis they might not h
life, what was once passive euthanasia could be argued to become active eutha

2. The doctrine of double effect

This has had a long history of discussion, espec' atural Law ethics. It

This principle is often used to justify the use of high amounts of pain-relieving d
even though the doctor knows the drugs may also have the side-effect of haste
ending of their life can be foreseen but it is not the intended purpose of the tre

However, it is difficult to say whether the principle isn’t open to abuse as Wilco
double effect relies on someone’s correct intentions and there may be cases wh
intends the hastening of a patient’s death despite indicating otherwise. Similarl
distinction between intention and foresight is enough to justify certain cases of
ideally should know the effects of the medicines he is providing and if administe
normally bad medicine, then giving explicit overdoses to patients may well coun
the patient properly.

nyPoint 31

es of self-defence and the doctor's a

3. Ordinary and extraordinary means
This principle concerns the lengths that one is obliged to go to when preserving
proportionate and disproportionate means. While suicide has been traditionall
the sanctity of life, equally some have recognised that people do have a limited
wish their lives to be.

The most standard case of this as Wilcockson notes, is the BMA allowing compe
treatment, including that which will prolong their life. This can in effect be seen
Yet such an argument places the idea of a doctor’s intervention as a purely artif
doctor the autonomy to save a patient. If a doctor, for example, withholds trea
the patient’s wishes, they may well be guilty of negligen t worst wilful om
suicide. To this end some argue thatitis a doctor..; X t their patients t
of the circumstances. This can encompas-.~. anty, so that the doctor is
patient with the most extreme p s, but instead to find what coul
towards the good of bo octor. Wilcockson gives the example of

their needs, knowing that the baby will die shortly.
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The question overall is whether to accept that allowing the end of life
in some circumstances is good and proportionate medicine. While
there are great difficulties in determining what would form a basis for
a minimally good quality of life, there can often be a general
consensus as to when a life requires too much to save for too little.
Wilcockson mentions John Finnis’ ‘basic goods’ argument, which
attempts to provide a list of what is valuable in life, suc . f%thetic

vGimnain reasons why people argue for the legalisation of vol
autonomy aisg lity of life. The debate is largely focused on voluntary forms
various forms of passive euthanasia are regarded as acceptable, and therefore
in severe pain and/or terminally ill wanting assistance to end their lives.

Personal Autonomy

In Britain it is noted that the 1961 Suicide Act permits people to choose to die
forbids others from helping them. This has led many critics to argue that this c
who have the means to end their lives and those who don’t. For why should a
to have the personal right to suicide but a person physically incapable of comm
unable to have help performing the same act? If the law was consistent, then
to die, with help or not, without recrimination from the law.

While some may argue that a third-party involvement unfairly shifts the respon
another, perhaps unwilling or reluctant participant, there is gz0d grounds for t
perspective of equal rights. In the eyes of proponen

physically stop it in many cases! Discuss whether the right to die is one we s
whether we should simply grant the right to self-ownership over one’s body.

Quality of Life
The other case made for euthanasia is based on the argument that it is acceptabl
guality of life is unbearable and no medical advancement can save them. In this
to die than to make them keep on living. Wilcockson cites the model of practice
how this could be enacted in another country. There are a number of stipulation
be explicit, persistent and without coercion as well as the patient must be facing
future improvement. Furthermore, two doctors have to give advice and approva
with doctors then submitting their proposal to a public pr: tor who accordin
whether or not to allow euthanasia.

For many proponents of euthanasia
for welfare is still observed wi
allowed, many argue
sanctity of | % bci,

Objections ¥ Legalising Euthanasia
On the other hand there are a number of arguments, oriented around the idea
demonstrate that legalising euthanasia possibly devalues the inherent sacredn
autonomy and can lead to a series of negative consequences that outweigh an
euthanasia might have.
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The Wedge Argument
This argument is given the greatest treatment by Wilcockson as often it is the m
are still fearful to legalise voluntary euthanasia. The reasoning goes that were a
euthanasia to be allowed, it would lead in practice to widespread abuse and nu
beyond the original intentions of the law. As Wilcockson notes this can be seen
which argues that something ‘permitted initially as an exception becomes the ru
premises, such as:

e There are always those who exploit a weo"(e
o  What begins with the best of in

undesirable ends

Yet the great dlfflcultv ! fment is that it seems beyond
simply bein, ¢makes an empirical, inductive claim, that
because thii e gone badly in the past with some laws, things
will on probawriity go badly in the future. This logical jump for many
people is unwarranted, especially when there is little evidence of
widespread abuse of modern euthanasia practices where it is legal.

Some supporters of the wedge argument have used the Nazi
euthanasia and eugenics programme as an example against
legalisation, but as Helga Kuhse points out the issues with this were
less to do with euthanasia itself and rather the racial prejudices
behind it. What the wedge argument seems to warn against really is
the slipping of morality, which arguably is not beholden to any law.
An equal argument could be made that we should not imprison
people because people with power might abuse it and imprison
whomever they desire. Naturally this happens to a great ex
argument against prison but rather the understandi

throughout the
rrect moral use a

ices, however, comes from abortion la
e cases, the large number performed every

n an illegal but occasionally necessary practice. Yet aga
separate iss{E its own set of moral principles under discussion and many cr
such analogies as lacking and not addressing the core arguments in favour of leg

Patient Autonomy

Earlier it was explored that many advocates for the legalisation of voluntary eut
as infringing upon the choice and autonomy of those suffering in constant pain.
arguments on the other side that equally put forward that legalisation would re
overall. How does this work?

The BMA in particular is very resistant to legalisation due to their belief that it w
to the relationships between doctors and patients and destroy the trust that is r
administer care effectively. This argument effectively puts ard that maintai

y ho Ionger trust doctors to ha

their hearts.

Moreover, e a:;v might bring about a change in society’s overall att
encourage ¢ in attitudes towards disability, illness and old age such that p
and healthy might be labelled differently. From this, rather than being drawn int
legalisation point out that the ideal society is one that cares, and allowing volunt
institution risks undermining this dedication to care, especially for those unable t
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What are the Responsibilities of a Fair Society?

So far arguments have been outlined for and against legalisation of voluntary e
consider the best form of society and the responsibilities that accompany it. P
the individual and the community?

Wilcockson cites John Stuart Mill’s On Liberty, which outlmes t;he function of la
and to in turn protect the rights and ex;stence of indivi

same time, if legalising reatens the autonomy of those most vuln
linorities and legislate against it.

There is also tire question of law in practice which often has to accompany how
about a particular issue. Some point towards a shift in popular support, as Wilc
legalising voluntary euthanasia; but as Bernard Williams notes, in what he desc
legalisation for something can be seen to give tacit approval towards certain be
were decriminalised or legalised, despite many people possibly urging others to
those who would feel vindicated in throwing their rubbish on the streets. Ther
arguments in favour of legalising voluntary euthanasia, there may well be prag
time, to refrain from permitting it in medical practice.

Discussion Point 33

Does legalising something effectively psychologically or socnally permit it? Giv
for and against this belief.

and British pu,.
of writing.

travelimg abroad for these services, an act which no one has

At various times bills have been introduced to parliament but none have passe
vulnerable people, and medical organisations such as the BMA strongly opposi
euthanasia and pushing for better palliative care for those suffering. Neverthel
Journal in an editorial urged organisations such as the BMA to refrain from part
arguing it was obstructing real debate within Parliament on the issue.

The possible negative cansequences of euthanasia are often linked to atrocities
world when euthanasia has been adopted by a state. The Nazi party is a particu
many people fear what legalisation could lead to. Studie itudes towards

law, yet at the same time ina
current laws on euthana
authority andes

i
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Peter Singer (1946—present)

Singer is an Australian philosopher who has written extensively in applied
ethics, particularly from a utilitarian perspective. He argues that many of
the traditional sanctity of life arguments against abortion, euthanasia
and other modern medical practices are slowly giving way to quality of
life arguments, which focus more on what brings the greatest Pleasure or
happiness within a given situation. As such, he has argiiesi'c voluntary
euthanasia to be legalised, along with some f ' luntary

Glover is a moral philosopher who has written about euthanasia in his

1977 book Causing Death and Saving Lives. He particularly focuses on the
concept of autonomy, arguing that when the rational reasons a person might ha
and judged sound, then if that person has a right to end their life, society equall
that if the person is incapable of doing it themselves. Furthermore, he criticises
these circumstances from a consequentialist position. Whether or not one inte
predicted and allowed to occur, the results are still the same regardless of whet
happen. Inthe case of euthanasia, therefore, a doctor engaging in passive euth
as if it were active, with double effect simply being a guilt-avoiding rationalisatio

4. Detailed Analysis

As part of the Summary of Ideas, a number of different argum
examined. Within this section, a number of the key i
philosophically at both the moral grounds for '
legislation might face. '

Personal Autcaor
One of the (5N
right to die. does not legislate against people attempting to commit su
would argue that it would be inhumane. Naturally, it is expected that proper s
health would dissuade people from committing suicide, but sometimes it is acc
life that they might have had valid reasons for committing suicide, even if their
preferred them not to.

In a similar fashion, if a person has a right to die, then many people argue this ¢
society and others to respect the wishes of people who exert this right. In the
extraordinary means, Wilcockson notes the position of the BMA and others tha

... aperson is within their rights to refuse surgery on grounds that it is over
ordinarily for bare existence.

i

Yet on the other hand, if we examined in natural nwho kills themse
under traditional Christian theology this

real life between a person exe

difference if &e accepts any sort of active human intervention in these matter
has to define what is natural and what is unnatural, such that standard medical

artificial preservation of a life as natural but the artificial ending of a life as unn
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-~ Discussion Point 34

end, in the vein of Kantian ethics,
where many people ethicallx:|

Why is this the case? We can consider three parts to this conclusion. The first
would want to commit suicide, which is realising for some people that death is
that we can realise that for them living is worse than dying.

The second is that the individual’s will must be persistent. In cases of depression
person’s mind will change and they will re-examine their reasons for wanting to
mental illness may not meet the psychological criteria. Rather, a person has to b
their mind, not just in the present but in the total possible future of their life. If t
then they will commit suicide if able and if they are stopped then it is denying th

The third is considering when it would be right to assist suicide. For someone wh
physical criteria, if they have a rational wish to die and thei
be respected in turn. For a right to be a right, there ha
everyone's autonomy in Iaght of thelr rights is he:

die, there is a strong case to be made that a society should in principle legalise as
euthanasia. Yet it is possible to criticise Glover in places. For example, one could
being in sound enough mind to determine that they want to die. While someon
to see possible future medical advances helping them, or picture a time when th
through habituation. Similarly it ignores familial rights. What if a person’s family
them, or knows a person well enough to determine they are not completely sounc
presupposes that the only person in question is the individual and the right to di

The Wedge Argument
A number of forms of this argument were presented in Section 2 from a histori
euthanasia practised in the past, and from a value-based persnective, from org
are more anxious about the overall effect on doctor- f tionships. But
the Nazi's is not an effective comparison, e dlscu55|0n is arou
euthanasia in liberal Western demo
such worries are generate

a slide in moral values rather than t

Philosophic 11,
euthanasia v o

=dge argument more specifically states in these cases, is
to wxdespread non-voluntary or even involuntary active eutha

There are a number of ways to address such a fear. The first is to ask why, whe
support it, this link should be made in the first place. While there are some eth
voiced their support for non-voluntary euthanasia, there is nothing inconsisten
rights in individuals to suggest a society can adopt voluntary euthanasia and no
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people can criticise the argument from examining euthanasia by the Nazi party,
the differences in opinion between legalising forms of euthanasia are simply diff
fear of non-voluntary euthanasia as not fitting into a country’s prevalent value s
legislation can occur that allows one form but forbids the other. This could occu
requirements for consent and making sure any patient is fully aware of the cons
decision. Therefore, while there may be a fear of a slippery slope towards invol
this is more an argument for careful legislation and not voiding a practic
people has the potential to end their unnecessan tating suffering.

lgome cases non-voluntary eutha
ade by Singer for euthanising severely dis
a patients, where they might have expressed a wis
'iwﬁjury are unable to express that wish when needed. Inm
UK have in th®¥past eventually switched off life-sustaining medical equipment, a
passive euthanasia. One key example is Tony Bland, who in 1993 was the first e
to die in this way after suffering severe brain damage that left him in a persisten

The second argument is to simr!
there have been contre

Therefore, critics of the wedge argument can point out that if such forms of non
permitted, the idea of active non-voluntary euthanasia in cases where patient a
present moment is less threatening so long as there is legal protection. Inthe N
euthanasia has been legalised for over twenty years, there have been a number
out in 1995, 2001, 2005 and 2010. The findings have been greatly poured over
has been that no slippery slope has occurred. A 2009 study by Judith A C Rietjen
the majority of physicians thought the euthanasia act improved legal certainty a
terminating acts. One important thing to note however is that around sixty perc
euthanasia, with the remainder generally being cases where tient autonomy
and family members in turn making judgements. Ma

medical circumstances, the latte
carefully regulated and moni

examining from a strict idea of an intrinsic value of human life, then th
legalised euthanasia might be a disagreeable enough result to justify
quality of life is the main priority, small outlying cases of abuse of the
greater benefits it provides. Therefore when taking into account past e
how and to what extent they refute the wedge arguments in principle

The Active/Passive Distinction
An interesting aspect of medical practice was noted in the previous section, spe
be okay to turn off a comatose patient’s life support in certain circumstances bu
that patient’s death. This distinction was examined in the idea of acts versus om
being a doctor simply respecting a patient’s or family’s wis gainst taking the
directly. However, is this distinction really helpful?

agines a situation with a comato
2 alive, what plausible difference is there b
C tazl of drugs? While some might feel the doc
first case, it ae ermme exactly where there is a difference in moral si
doctor purpXE takes steps they know will result in the death of another pers
a patient on morphine knowing it may kill them but that it will relieve their pain, it
doctor would not be fully aware of what they were doing. Therefore, in many cas
active/passive distinction within euthanasia is misleading. Good medical and pati
times with passive euthanasia, but there arguably is still a large active component

In both cases the same result occ
judged they would no longe
support and giviﬂg t
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Euthanasia and Doctor-Patient Relationships

Considering the empirical evidence from the Netherlands, it is also possible to g
euthanasia would irreparably harm doctor-patient relationships. Critics of volun
concerns here, arguably it would be worse if vulnerable people felt as if their do
interests at heart and social attitudes changed such that illness or old age were
removed. Yet at the same time the argument can be made that such fears can b

countries seeking life-ending treatm _eyudlly arguable that doctor-pa
person cannot express their righ in a particular medical system.

One trickiergs _ Atis that it is not necessarily about the legal barriers,
ones. Patie ht not be able to place their trust in doctors who they feel ha
them. Yet in'@regulated system, it is possible to ask whether medical profession

people with irrational interests. This can already be seen in other areas, where

refuse operations or blood transfusions, so what is the difference between an ir
preserving life versus them helping someone end it? The latter might be open t
certainly, but no doctor is perfect and beyond moral fears or trust in a doctor’s i
more important to set up medical practice to best reinforce this trust. Some mi
certain practices, but equally others will simply argue that this is a fault in educa
especially apparent in the previous criticism of the active/passive distinction. If
known to be prevalent, why would active euthanasia harm doctor-patient relati
difference in moral significance?

Can a Person Ever Make a Fully Competent Decision to End Their Own Li
One further argument that can be made for legislating agairsivoluntary euthan
fit to make an informed decision about their own rson is wracked
they may be unable to think rationally abou
treatment for their condition. Ifi

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

that people should form an opinion prior to any form of terminal illness
or extreme incapacitation, but it can equally be argued no one could
reliably form an idea of their wish to die prior to these conditions
occurring. ‘Living wills” often do exist as legal instruments and so long as
they can be regarded as authoritative in a court of law, they can be seen
as evidence of people’s true beliefs to a certain extent.

(o Discussion Point 35 COPYRIGHT

Part of the difficulty in deciding on cases of euthanasia is whether someone is PROTECTED
life. If there can be no objective criteria to decide what ¢ s as a rational de

ig

, make unhealthy or dangerous decisions, believing
lege to someone dying or in pain. To question the mental ¢
situations may e condescending in the minimum and may actively deny the pat
many critics of euthanasia argue could be lost if it were legalised. So even if crit
the rights from the consequences of legalised euthanasia, they arguably can app
rights through their opposition to its practice.

Qg
Education
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Utilitarian Considerations

If the arguments from rights or potentialities are inconclusive, how can one wei
around euthanasia? One prominent way of examining the issue is to simply loo
effectively maximise happiness, or at least minimise suffering. While some may
the basis of morality, they are often at least the basis for law. A government tha
population receiving positive benefits is often seen as bad or neglectful in the le
the legalisation of voluntary euthanasia should occur, it important to co
responsibilities that a government may have vers idual citizens.

The particularly forceful argument from utilitarian supporters of euthanasia’s le
ending widespread suffering among those who are terminally ill or in severe pai
or peace of mind that might result from preventing it from occurring. This is far
impossible to accurately quantify or weigh up each side, but from the basic cons
on the whole is something that should be actively minimised to ensure happines
might still be effective. While it is possible to identif > se to suffering in s
in religious considerations, then arguably w ~‘on the brink of death
brought by suffering is greatly outweigh gative impact on the person

If we consider Glove at a person in such a condition wishes suici
to sufferins gl N ment about their own life. If we accept the validity
then despite of precision, the utilitarian argument for minimising sufferin
happiness of @ general population is considered to be important. There are criti
that the rights of a patient or populace trump such concerns, but arguing that gr
keeping voluntary euthanasia illegal becomes a difficult position to uphold. The
not only to consider the wedge argument in terms of negative consequences, bu
equally a vital argument for proponents of euthanasia to point out the benefits
against the possible negative implications of it.
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Taking It Further (Extension Mate

5. Wider Issues for Religious Belief

Most Christian denominations have long been opposed to the legalisation
of voluntary euthanasia or assisted su:c:de For example ag ﬂeral synod

from worries about the possible risk of overwhelming negative
consequences should legalisation occur. But does religion still hold an
important role within the arguments around voluntary euthanasia and
assisted suicide?

It was noted previously that Singer points towards a change in emphasis in
society from sanctity of life arguments to quality of life arguments and it

can be argued that Christianity is a major factor behind the belief in the
sacredness of all life in the Western World. If life is a gift from God and ultimat
also part of God’s plan and should not be artificially ended before its natural co
such ideas of artificiality and naturalness are complicated by the arrival of mod
ago many people died from ordinary infections that are now treatable, yet suc
unnatural. Many have argued that such distinctions, unl le advocates the
meaningless with modern technological advance

widespread fashion across the W
. n if as just a marker for the increased
ould be a fulfilment of Singer’s prediction that th
ng in relevance when considering the moral functioning

Yet if voluntary euthanasia wa
hold great consequence
making. At th

|z
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6. Wider Issues for Ethics

Within the discussion around the legalisation of voluntary euthanasia there are
conundrums. For example, the legalisation of euthanasia in medical ethics mig
active/passive distinction is not a strong one and that the doctrine of double ef
much of the modern medical practice around those who are terminally ill. Cur
acceptability of passive euthanasia in the UK means that doctors can effectivel
responsibility when allowing a patient to die. However, if active euthanasia we
argue this gives plausibility to the view that doctors have been actively euthani COPYRIGHT

even simply guilty of bad medicine. PROTECTED

While it may not be necessary entirely to place that
pre-existing legal system that values a certai
effect would place an even greater ‘
to accommodate such are
simply the dutvof co

on doctors such that the ethi
ile the BMA has warned against suc 39
ple if voluntary euthanasia is legalised will
te, suffering and to what extent a person’s rights tru 09

a person wi dle but their doctor doesn’t think the grounds are strong en .
morally defer to? Unless there is a clear moral understanding of each person’s EdUCOt!Oﬂ
might not be a perfect answer.

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 86 of 9



Similarly ideas about the importance of life and suffering will have to be weigh
the duty of care we have to people in advanced illness or old age. There are a
naturally need to be clarified if voluntary euthanasia were legalised, just as the
established upon its legalisation. While it is possible to craft the argument from
legalising voluntary euthanasia would bring more happiness, the grounds for su
to be established beyond simply giving people the mformed ablltty to choose th
circumstances. For example, would the happiness a fami ;
their death outweigh the individual suffering J ce?

seeuthanasia for the ‘incurably ill’ a
that there is a longer time to live and the
‘ id request to die as incurably ill but then a cure wa
certainly be rall net loss of happiness. Whilst this might be a prediction
people, it cer y is a possibility to be aware of and gives rise to the question
moral responsibility to be aware of the possible moral outcomes of each case o
rights or decisions are taken into account.

One particular example is wheth
case of the former, the

Lastly, such philosophical issues may result in a certain calming of people’s wor
briefly looked at in the next section, but how human beings morally approach d
change with legalisation of voluntary euthanasia. For example, in the case whe
extra six months of life if they had not requested euthanasia, there may be a su
consider right and wrong from those parts of our moral outlook that intrinsicall
might become less of a moral issue in certain situations and as such a more neu
developed. While this may be part of viewing life in terms of quality, the moral
will possibly lead to a suspension, if not outright removal of sanctity of life attit
effectively work in modern society.

7. Wider Issues for Percepti perience

ais often focused around the mor
ents leading up to death form an important
Within exisj y there is often a discussion on authentic and inaut
that is how jur experience of others dying constrains our free attitude to
Philosophers'such as Martin Heidegger have pointed out that death itself cann
nature it is the extinguishing of all possibilities and experience and as such wha
actually just one’s perception of others dying and the anxieties attached to this
of death itself.

While debate of the legalisati
experiences sufferm

However, in cases of euthanasia, where a person wishes to die, this fear or per
BMA would argue that legalisation of voluntary euthanasia would lead to a shif
attitudes towards healthcare as primarily an institution to preserve life, it is eq
allowing on some grounds for voluntary euthanasia to occur would allow more
experiences of death to be part of our ordinary lives. Recognising that death, i
a55|sted suicide or more, is somethmg that is not always a potentlal loss may re

and death, tF*®¥7eby afiowing consideration about improving the quality of life f
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Form and Justify an Argume

Throughout this section arguments presented by Wilcockson both for and agai
euthanasia have been presented, and their various flaws have been analysed.
whether you believe them to be persuasive or accurate. In particular consider:

e  Why do traditional proponents of the co
euthanasia?

ctity of life op

e  Has there been a shift
sanctity?

ter emphasis on the quality of life

active distinction be made between active and passive eutha
nowledge and care in doctors’ ethics make this distinction me

e  Can the doctrine of double effect ever be justified in cases of euthanasi

e  To what means should a doctor seek to preserve a patient’s life? Wher
extraordinary means?

e (Can a patient ever make a truly informed decision about dying? Is this
voluntary euthanasia should be legalised?

e |sthere evidence that legalising euthanasia could lead to a slippery slop
simply speculation based upon fears about human nature and historica

e Towhat extent is it important to ensure healthy doctor-patient relation
individual’s potential right to die?

e  (Can a utilitarian consideration of the issu ing euthanasia eve

regarding legalisation?
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) Activities

Activity 1
Below is a table summarising the major points of Wilcockson’s discussion within ‘Eu
Read through the left-hand column and using your own interpretation of the antho
ideas you have, fill in the blank sections of the table.

‘Euthanasia and Dol } Fics’ — Michael Wilcock.
Wilcockson notes

Traditional sgzgtity:

Passive euthanasia is often thought of as morally

acceptable from a number of philosophical principles.

1. There is a difference between an act and omission
in passive euthanasia.

2. The doctrine of double effect allows euthanasia as
an unintended bad effect of a greater moral
good.

3. There is a difference between killing someone and
not taking extraordinary means to save their life.

Some people identify in the idea of patient autonom
that if one has the right-to-die then voluntary
euthanasia should be legalised.

using euthanasia would have
on the way hospitals conduct their

care and will overall reduce patient autonomy.

Some critics of euthanasia cite the wedge argument
and that legalisation would or potentially could bring
about severely unwanted consequences.

Others argue that pre-existing models of legalised
voluntary euthanasia in countries such as the
Netherlands demonstrate that the wedge argument is
based on little evidence and not a strong argument
when patient happiness and welfare it at stake.

Conclusion: There are numerous,
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Activity 2

Research and discuss the case of Terri Schiavo, an important right-to-die legal ca
between 1998 and 2005. For fifteen years she was in an irreversible persistent
Michael Schiavo argued that her feeding tube should be taken out in 1998, cont
her to be kept alive.

In particular, in the absence of a living will, her husband and numerous witnesses
wished to be kept alive artificially, while her parents in< 1+ r Catholic faith m
any attempt af what could be seen as euthanasi ' nyears her feedin
only to be reinserted when appeals and erventions overturned an

In 2007, two years after ube had been removed, the head of the U
F ng questions to the Congregation of the Doctri
and communicating church doctrine.

The first question was about whether artificially giving food to a patient in a per
obligatory act. The Congregation argued yes and regarded it as still a proport
person’s life.

The second was whether it was morally acceptable to discontinue feeding a pers
and to this the Congregation argued no as it was infringing on a person’s human

is due proportionate care, which includes artificial feeding.

In groups or pairs, one side take the position of Michael Schiavo in court, building
right to die and why continuing to feed her does not fit into wider utilitarian and

The other side take the position of Terri’s family and the Catholic Church, arguing
why human dignity, rights and faith should take priority over other consideration

Allow three rounds of presenting arguments and evidenca
well as putting forward their own before deciding
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@ Practice Exam Questions

Answer the following questions giving reference to the passage below

[ moral feeling a

In practice, though, the law has to take into account a

i
instance, voluntary euthanasia wer
ms of illicit killing. The British Medical A
r'become law:

Doctors have a duty to try to provide patients with a peaceful and dignified d
BMA considers it contrary to the doctor’s role deliberately to kill patients, ev
view, liberalising the law on euthanasia would herald a serious and incalcula

Medical E

a) Outline and clarify the different ideas presented in this passage abo
argument.

b) Analyse the different implications of this passage for quality of life arg
voluntary euthanasia.
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Mark Scheme

V)

Level Descriptor
There is limited knowledge, terminology and technical language, o
Levell @ °F inappropriately. Only a surface level knov 'fge of important re
concepts is displayed and rehglous ide .efs addressed are
not always correct, or suffi » o the extract.
There is a moder : OWIedge, terminology and techni
presented. ‘few mistakes. A thorough knowledge a
Level 2 _q OUs behefs is displayed but with room for further d
beliefs addressed are of a limited variety, but generally c
. ected to the extract.
There is a broad amount of knowledge, terminology and technical 1
and rigorously presented throughout an appropriate and justified r
Level 3 | question. A thorough and fully developed knowledge and compre
religious beliefs and concepts is displayed. Religious ideas and beli
wide variety, correct and pertinently connected to the extract.
Question No. Indicative Content (10 marks A
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge
specialist language and terminology, when responding to t
Candidates may refer to the following:
o The wedge argument stipulates. t galising (generally
a series of unintended consequences that
o Some have point uch as the Nazi’s euthan
a) a Jdon to show how permitting such pra
idespread abuse.
Ts such as the BMA argue it will lead to erosion of tr
~ belief in many patients that doctors are there to care for t
¢ This could also lead to the marginalisation of the sick an
pressure on them to justify their use of resources in socie
e This is supported by the idea that if something is legalise
that its practice may be encouraged, which opponents of
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Level

Descriptor

Level 1

There is a very limited knowledge, terminology and technical language, ofte
inaccurately or inappropriately. Some topics and details are chosen with ru
links made between a small variety of aspects of the question. Any criticism
judgements are only substantiated by general or non-specific evidence.

Level 2

There is a limited amount of knowledge, terminology and technical languag
well presented, although with some mistakes. Relevant topics and details ar
deconstructed and links are made between a small variety of aspects of the q
Criticisms and judgements of a few aspects are made but vsith little substant
reasoned evaluation of supporting evidence. '

Level 3

y and technical langu
we mistakes. Relevant topics and
of reasoned arguments throughout t

There is a moderate amount of knowled:
generally well presented, alth
deconstructed with a he

Level 4

with few mistakes. Relevant topics and details are deconstructed with ration
logical progressions of reasoned arguments developed throughout the answ:
made between a broad variety of the aspects of the question. Criticisms and
are made of almost all of the aspects of the question and are substantiated by
evaluation of some supporting evidence.

Level 5

A broad amount of knowledge, terminology and technical language is well p
correctly and rigorously, throughout a justified response. Relevant topics an
critically deconstructed with rational and logical progressions of reasoned ar
strongly developed. Criticisms, judgements and links are made of/between
aspects of the question and completely substantiated by a thorough and reas
evaluation of supporting evidence.
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Question No. Indicative Content (5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evalu
be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding using spe
terminology when responding to the question, and in the meeting A
described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

¢ More secular perspectives on euthanasia often tend to emphasise t

«ernal factors such that

‘forward that there is such a risk, or likelihood, of great harm from
euthanasia that it should remain forbidden.

e Medical institutions such as the BMA argue that legalising volunt

lead to harm to ordinary people’s quality of life through the erosio

b) doctors and patients. One can argue this harm is greater than the b

allowing terminally ill individuals to end their lives.

e Can point to the models of legal euthanasia in places such as the N

of how quality of life can remain the same or improve with legalis

e It can be argued that there is an argument that maintaining indivi

death are more important than basic discussions of the quality of I

critics might contend euthanasia should be legalised regardless of

are comfortable with it being part of the fabric of modern day med

e Legalising euthanasia for some might set ecedent for its e

to marginalisation of the sick and t ‘ reduction in th

are forced to consider their.Ji-

Can question whet

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

. their own bodies or lives is one that may be repressive for so

e Responsibilities of law and society may override individual cases
greater good is lost by allowing rights to the few, many would ar
consequence simply to improve a few people’s lives.

e Difficulty of seeing into the future. As hospice care improves, it is
whether quality of life would increase compared to allowing a per
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PROTECTED

'9

09

Education

A Level Anthology Study Guide for Edexcel Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 94 of 96




Glossary

Active Euthanasia The ending of someone’s life through a direct, physical
overdose of drugs/painkillers.

The ending of someone’s life through omission, for exa

Passive Euthanasia
treatment.

Where a person is euthanised without informed consen

Involuntary Euthanasia .
the patient.

Where a person unable to give explicit consent, fromill

Non-voluntary Euthanasia . .
on-voluntary development, is euthanised.

Voluntary Euthanasia anised with their info

Sanctity of Life all life has an inherent value or sacrednes
y raway by other human beings.
Quality of Life - The comfort and welfare experienced by people living t

The philosophical idea that it is permissible to allow a s

Doctrine of Double Effect .
effect so long as one intends a greater good effect.

Autonomy The ability for humans to act freely of their own will and |
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‘/ > Answers to Discussion Point

29.

30.

31.

32.
33.

34.

35.

Secular Sanctity of Life Arguments — Some might present a Kantian-type argumen
their life is intrinsically valuable then a common agreement might be made in favo
Students can look up Consistent Life Ethic movements and the supporting secular

Modern Hippocratic Oath — Students can iook u
not include the famous line ‘Neither wi i
course’. Rather it affirms only R
‘benefits’ the sick the / situation.

ppocratic Oath, o
ison to anybody when as

Pain Reglelt: : le Effect — It can well be argued that the person acting i
9

indeed ki®& patient. However, in the self-defence case there are nuances to explo
attack you with their fists and in defence you shoot them through the head, that m
immoral to some.

Legalisation of Suicide — This depends perhaps on the distinction between decrim
former tacitly argues something is forbidden whereas the latter might endorse it i
regards the right to one’s own body, if measured by consequences alone, this divi
prosecution of the dead either way.

Legalisation and Permission — Some would see abortion in the UK as an example
routinely exploited. However this may simply be due to the growing acknowledge
health in pregnant women and a greater emphasis on quality of life. An example
legalisation of cannabis in some US states, with studies showing that overall consu

Kant and Euthanasia — Kant thought suicide was strictly wr

destroying oneself or another person is using a hu,, '
does not necessarily rule out euthanasia i
practice of euthanasia in canditions
suicide/euthanasia is a meaz,

fone is supposed

' g“orical imperative, ever

be necessary to find some philosophical and psychological method to determine o
emotional state may be ignoring the possibility of future happiness or welfare in t
conditions could be reliably set out, others might argue it is impossible to ever gua
these decisions.
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