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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching of AQA GCSE Religious Studies
Short Course, Section A. Islam: Beliefs and Teachings is covered, and questions and activities are included
to test students’ knowledge and ability, and to help them engage with the topics.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate

concepts. Keywords and quotes from the Quran are included to help Always check the exam board's
students understand the material and to further their grasp of the website for new information,
subjects. A brief introduction to the course and answering exam including changes to the

specification and sample

questions is provided for students at the start, and answers and a _
assessment material.

mark scheme are included at the end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or complement to a textbook, as a class text or
for independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific classroom
activity or homework.

This specification covers a particularly broad range, comprising different aspects of Muslims’ faith and
Islam’s impact on their lives. This should both inform students and develop their thinking, enabling them
to approach issues from different points of view.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without
oversimplification while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout, we
have tried to present all views in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully, this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their
exams. It should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they
want to teach to their class.

October 2017

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has

purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.
* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Infroduction to the course and how to ans

This course aims to cover many aspects of Islam and to assess your understa
aware that Islam is one of many different beliefs and traditions in Great Britair:
Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism and Sikhism. Remember, though, that Christi
religion in Great Britain and is closely linked with the culture,

The range of material covers what Muslims believe = iy There is referen
aspects of Islam to Muslims; to the influence ﬁf &li« ~_rd teachings on Mus
of view from within Islam. These arer> fic o ! with reference to the Quran

This course companion i< ¢+ 7 50 At equ you with the information you n
knowledge arngaabi’ . = 5. swef related guestions. Not all the gquestions an
exam-style 779 Ot wriich are should be answered in particular ways.

,Gon !

The exam boW#®ill ask you to give quick facts and statements, as well as
asking you to ‘explain’ and ‘evaluate’ beliefs, opinions and practices.
When answering all questions, it is important to try to use technical terms,
where possible, and to write well, using both a style that is easy to follow
and correct spelling and grammar. More or less writing will be required,
depending on the number of marks. Try to spend as little time as possible
on the shorter questions, to allow yourself more time for the longer ones.

For this section (beliefs and teachings) you will get a 1-mark, 2-mark, 4-mark, ~ \—
5-mark and 12-mark question in the exam. Five extra marks are given for
spelling, punctuation and grammar on the 12-mark question. This also goes
for the other religion you study, and you will keep the higher of these two
SPaG marks.

Hopefully, this resource will
be interesting and
informative, and help you to
achieve good results.

swer. Make sure you don’t fall for trick answers!

For the 2-mark question you need to give two examples or facts. Yo
need to elaborate on these, and do not waste time giving extra ex
you can only get two marks however much you write!

The 4-mark question will ask you to ‘explain’ two ways in which a belief or teaching influ
two different points, and, to get full marks, you must develop or justify both — for ex
evidence. You can think of it as being a mark per point and a mark for developing each
understand information as well as being able to recall it. Try to make each way or view an:
as possible so you get all possible marks.

The 5-mark questions ask you to refer to the Qur'an or other Muslim holy book, or sacre
sure you do so. You can’t get full marks if you don’t. You wnll k id about two teachin
The 5-mark question is similar to the 4-mark questic:
must refer to the Qur'an and/or holy bor‘lﬂ
different as possible so th

n ~,.ﬂark|hg gives you credit for every point;

n'is the longest, and there is a little more to remember. You will need to
giving arg Ne@##35 and justifications for and against the statement (so agreeing with it, and als
Make sure you have good reasons for all the points you make and link them together well. T¢
conclusion, picking the more convincing side of the argument (based on the arguments you hav
case. Refer to Islamic teaching in your answer, and back up what you say by referring to holy boc
the hadith — or other religious writings such as the Toral

GCSE AQA Short Course Course Companion: Section A: Islam Page 2 of 54
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Beliefs and Teachin

Key Beliefs

1. Infroduction to Islam

Keywords : 4
Abu Bakr — Muharmr: S frlend and companion, who Sunni Muslims beli
Al — o oy :,,n and son-in-faw, who Shi’a Muslims believe was Muha

™M the name for God. Allah is Arabic for God.
S
, W title given to leaders of Islam after Muhammad's death. It means ‘le

Islam — The name of the religion followed by Muslims. It means ‘submission or s
Muhammad — The most important prophet in Islam. Muslims believe that he wa
Muslim — One who has submitted to the will of Allah and follows the religion of |
Prophet — A messenger of Allah.

Qur’an — The most important holy book in Islam.

Shi’a — One of the two main groups of Muslims. Shi’a Muslims believe in the suc
Sunnah — The practices, customs, teachings and traditions of Muhammad, which
example of how to behave.

Sunni — One of the two main groups of Muslims. Sunni Muslims believe in the su
‘Sunni’ means ‘people of the Sunnah’.

L 2R JER R SR 2R JEE R IR BE R 2

*

Key to learning about a religion is understanding its belirfs and
teachings. In Islam, the fact that there are two .. .0 _psor The w
branches of the faith — Sunni and Sh| a-re: A< 1ut these subm

beliefs and teachings sometlmeh,,' % 1 _uider to understand will is

the rest of the informatin .. . ic Laok, itis very important to ‘Musl
know what izgemea. « j{_,a.'.’nr“’and Shi‘a. the w
. word
Sunni anc#™ii a look a
The majority of Muslims in the world (probably around 80-85 each
per cent) are Sunni, and Shi‘a Muslims form the next largest
group. Sunni and Shi‘a Muslims agree on the main points of the
faith — such as the Qur‘an, the Muslim holy book, being the
word of Allah and Muhammad being Allah’s most important 7~~~
prophet, or messenger — and much of their worship is the same, .
. . . I Arabi
but they disagree about some aspects of Muslim beliefs, !
teachings and practices. These disagreements began shortly ' are th
after Muhammad's death, in 632 Ct, when there were arguments ! Arabi
about who should succeeded him as leader of early Islam, L---
Muhammad

' Muhammad (c.570-632 CE) is
important prophet (messenge
Islam. He lived 1,400 years ag
the world that is now Saudi Ar
add ‘peace be upon him’ or ‘p
Muhammad’s name out of resf:

The Arabic word Allah
in Islamic calligraphy.

GCSE AQA Short Course Course Companion: Section A: Islam Page 3 of 54
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Sunnis believe that a man called Abu Bakr, who was Muhammad’s
closest friend and companion, was appointed by Muhammad as his
successor before he died. Shi‘as disagree and believe that Ali,
Muhammad'’s cousin and son-in-law, and a blood relative, was
proclaimed as his successor before Muhammad died. Abu Bakr did
succeed Muhammad as caliph, or leader, and Ali was t~ ')ecome the
fourth caliph.

Sunni Muslims
Sunnis are the largest group of Muslims in the world. Around
80-85 per cent of Muslims are Sunnis. Sunnis believe that Abu
Bakr was appointed by Muhammad as his successor.

The name ‘Sunni’ means ‘people of the Sunnah’ (in Arabic, as leade
‘Sunnah’ means ‘clear pathway’). The Sunnah is the practices,
customs, teachings and traditions of Muhammad, which
Muslims believe to be a perfect example of how to live.

Sunni and Shi"a beliefs e

Keywords 1.
Angels — Splrltuai b '&, w :_,_,.gav'leh}\llah s messages to prophets but who have m
o WU .,d:ef in a final day when Allah will judge people and send th
.;z a belzefthat Allah appointed 12 Imams, or leaders, after Muhamm
Nubuvs®® — Belief in the prophets,

Predestination — The belief that Ailah knows everything that wili happen.
Tawhid — The belief that Allah is the one and only God.

Usul ad-Din — The foundations of the faith or five main beliefs in Shi’a Islam. In A

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

L IR JEE JBE R 2R N 2

One of the main points of difference between Sunni and Shi‘a Muslims
concerns key beliefs. In Sunni Islam there are six key beliefs (or articles of
faith), and in Shi‘a Islam there are five.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

The main beliefs in Sunni [slam

1. Belief that Allah is the one and only God. This behef is called tawhid
absolutely central in Islam. ~

2. Belief in angels — spiritual belngs who 9a < ﬂr ;
but who have many other duties .~

3. Belief in the holy books . 1(s. 2. 3, e most important holy book is th
Quran, bit there : ~ b whtmgs that are also considered holy.

0! \,JnetsAand that Muhammad was the final prophet sen

N the prophets is called nubuwwah.

5. Beliefin the Day of Judgement - the day when the life of every pers
whether that person goes to paradise (heaven) or hell.

6. Belief in predestination — that Allah knows everything that will happe
human beings making choices, as people have what is called free will.

, nressages to prop

'9
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The main beliefs in Shi’a Islam

The five main beliefs in Shi'a Islam are known as Usul ad-Din - ‘roots of re
Belief that Allah is the one and only God - tawhid.

Belief in the prophets (nubuwwah) and that Muhammad was the fin
Belief in the Day of Judgement.

Belief that Allah is just and fair — this is called adalz*

Belief in the successorship of the Prophet .r ih . ssu of who became
Muhammad died. Shi'as believe f,‘.“ o 'a. dppomted 12 leaders, or In

v N -

Sunni or Shi‘a bellef for example, Shi‘as don't list belief in holy books as é
doesn’t mean that holy books aren’t important.

However, there are differences between Sunni and Shi‘a beliefs, and it is in
recognised. You will learn more about these similarities and differences

Similarities and differences between Sunni and Shi’a beliefs
The table below outlines the differences between the main Sunni and Shi 5.

Similarities
e Both agree that there is one God — tawhid o ShHY
e Both believe in the prophets ¥d & ccessorshlp aft

- Shi'as believe in th
Shi‘a key beliefs in
Sunni key beliefs ‘
Sunni key beliefs ir:
Sunni key beliefs ir

e Both believe that Muhammad was fr 5 m
prophet sent by Allah i
e Both believe in thg S,

‘ .._.a‘ge“i*nent

Activity :
A. Match these articles of faith to their definitions, and note whether each is a !

E

k

3

k

k

: 1. predestination a) belief that Allah is one

: 2. Imamate b) belief that Allah knows everything that «
t 3. adalat c) belief that there will be a final day when p
X 4. tawhid d) belief that the Qur'an and other writings
: 5. angels e) belief in the question of who should su

i 6.  nubuwwah f)  belief in spiritual beings who relay Allah

N 7. Day of Judgement g) belief that Allah is it u and fair

! 8

k

holy books h) beliefin 1h.= o, e

GCSE AQA Short Course Course Companion: Section A: Islam Page 5 of 54
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Quick Questions

1.  How many articles of faith are there in Shi’a Islam?

a) four
b) five
C) six
d) ten

2. Give two of the articles = £ ait: . 1 Zanni Islam.

¢

Now Try 1CGa.. “

Boisoscel

3. Explain two ways in which the articles of faith influence Sunni and S

4. ‘There is no real difference between Shi’a and Sunni key beliefs, so
Muhammad doesn’t matter.” Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim tea
Reach a conclusion that follows from your argument.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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2. The oneness of God (tawhid)

Keywords

¢ First Pillar — In Sunni Islam, the Five Pillars guide Muslims in living their lives. The
¢ Hadith — Collections of the words and deeds of Muhammad that Muslims use fo

¢ Monotheism — Belief in one God. Islam is a monoth@ ’*u o sion, which means th:
¢ Mosque — The Muslim place of worshlp o o7

¢  Shirk—The sin of saying that Allah iz, G

¢ Tawhid - The oneness anz = iy . + Vs,

¢ Transcendence — ™1 0 & hae “Allah’s nature goes beyond human understandi

Tawhid .
Tawhid is the behef in Istam that God — Allah — is one. The word comes f
meaning ‘one’. Belief in one God is also called monotheism.

If you look back to the main articles of faith of Sunni and Shi'a Muslims, yc:
belief. It is absolutely central to Islam. It is also incorporated into the Fir
statement of faith called the Shahadah, which says ‘There is no God but A
messenger.” This statement is also important to Shi‘a Muslims.

The Shahadah in Arabic.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

: Taking it further...

1 Islam absolutely forbids saying that Aliah is not one. This sin is called shirk. Shirk incl

: (worshipping false gods) and polytheism (worshipping more than one god). Shirk is th

; forgivable if someone does not seek forgiveness for it. Most Muslims believe that the

: greater and lesser. Greater shirk is when a person openly says that Allah is not one. Le:
i1 out loud that Allah is one but does not really believe this.

/Tawhid in the Qur'an COPYRIGHT

One of the chapters of the Qur'an is all about tawhid. Surah 112 says: PROTECTED
Say: He is Allah, the One and Only, ;

Allah, the Eternal, Absolute;

He begetteth not, nor is He begotten;
And there is none like unto Him,

'9

)

Education
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- ~

-------- unique  }

Sean e

- -

/" unified - not
r

{ made up from
different parts

Important to note...
Muslims believe that Allah has always Hadith —
existed and spoke to create the world and Muhammad'’s
everything in it ex nihilo — from nothing.
They also believe that Allah created the
first human, Adam, and that the purpose of
human beings is to worship Allah.

The 99 Names of allah P
However, thcs concen Y 4l
his nature. "m \ua“n'has 99 names, which come from the Qur'an and
called the ,3eaut|fu| Names'. Here are some of them, with their Ara
e al-Rahman mercy, compassion

e al-Rashid guidance

e an-Nur light

e al-Samad eternity

e al-Qadir power

e al-Hakim wisdom

e al-Basir all seeing

e al-Hasib judicious

o al-Khakig creation

e al-Mugit nourishment :

e al-Ahad oneness W fJIsIamic art showin

T Activity
Look agai zl;g“on ||§t qbove of some of the 99 names for Allah. What do these
5 ;

Extension: See if you can find out any more of the 99 Beautiful Names, and thi

!
I
3
3
4
i nature (wh&@®iiah is like)?
3
I
I
i about the nature of Allah.

GCSE AQA Short Course Course Companion: Section A: Islam Page 8 of 54
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How do Muslims express tawhid?
In Islam and in the Muslim world, ideas about Allah and Islam are expressed
example, Christian or Hindu ideas about God. In many Christian churches y¢
of Jesus, pictures of biblical figures and saints in stained-glass windows and
people such as Mary, Jesus's mother. In a Hindu place of worship, a mandir,
and decorated statues of the god and goddesses that ?'f ' :épresent aspects

However, because Muslims believe th o+ "j one and transcendent — w
goes beyond limits of humer.t ide = e dmg most Muslims, including Su
visual representationc . ' e wlost will also forbid i images of any of the
more liket: /0w find images of Muhammad and other prophets, a

i
0‘310“

will always X5y respectful.

This forbidding of any visual representation of Allah means that .
Muslims have developed other ways of expressing Allah’s oneness,
or the idea of tawhid. Muslims instead focus on what Allah is like

and try to understand his spiritual nature and qualities. Calligraphy se
(beautiful handwriting) and geometric (complex and repeated) an
patterns are very important ways of expressing Muslim beliefs: these | Hc
art forms convey ideas about Allah and Islam without the need for L
pictures of human beings.

1
I
i Search online to find
) Islamic calligraphy ¢
| patterns, and think o
| express ideas about

Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Mosques, especially in Islamic countries, are decorated with calligraphy ar:
Muslims believe that calligraphy helps to focus a worshipper’s attention or;
picture or image of Allah means that they focus on the deeper meaning ot
by calligraphy and geometry also help them to concentrate. Geometry als
Allah, the universe and creation, and reminds Muslims that they should wc
pictures of him. ~

: : Did you know?

S of |- “dh are ordered according to how long they are. Chapter 1
115‘3\0;\ Yerses long.
W il

shortest, a

GCSE AQA Short Course Course Companion: Section A: Islam Page 9 of 54
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Activity
B. Choose the correct answer.

1. Denying that Allah is one is called:

a) tawhid

b) shirk

¢} monotheism
d) transcendence - 4

2. The first human being,
a) Muhc:mmc'-fj!| Gl

3.  The idea that Allah is beyond human understanding is called:
a) shirk
b) tawhid
c) imminence
d) transcendence

4. The 99 names for Allah are sometimes called:
a) the Beautiful Names
b) the Holy Names
c) the Honourable Names
d) the Noble Names

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

a) transcenden.
b) -

<)
d) tawhid

6. Give two of the 99 names of Allah and what they mean.

Now Try These...

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

7. Explain two ways in which belief in tawhid influences mosque desig

8. What do Muslims teach about tawhid? Refer to Scristure.

9. “Expressing tawhid is impossible wi™ U ~aates.” Bvaluate this sta

Argue for and against *l - t?* r.enit. You must refer to Muslim teach
it sollows from your argument.

'9

)

Education
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3. The nature of Allah

Keywords
¢ Adalat — The belief that Allah is just and fair and treats people equally, emphasi
¢ Beneficence — ‘Doing good’: this refers to the generosity tha+ Ailah shows to hu
Names of Allah e
Fairness — Part of Aflah’s nature: he treats bm ns < i y’ aﬁd as they deserve.
Immanence — The belief that Allab 5 o ¢ . huranity and involved in the worl

.
*
¢ Justice — Part of Allah’s nat: r or v 1.5 dbout what is right or fair according to
.
*

Omnipotence — Or= .t & seautiful Names of Allah. It refers to Allah’s abilit
-« - y.d Aiuman understanding.

Remember that in Islam belief in the oneness of Allah, tawhid, is central.
different characteristics and qualities. So, what do Muslims believe Allah
spider diagram below explores what Muslims believe about Allah’s omni
fairness and justice (adalat), including different ideas about Allah’s relat
as immanence and transcendence.

If someone is
omnipotent, it
means he or she can

do anything. | ge

Muslims believ . = t Mu

Allahic.ca -ﬁi:: ent Al

Allahis just and makes sure K \ | .

people IEC&IVEJUS‘UCE o
actions. If a Mwl 29d,
Allag el

S
thi YISO, /neone acts badly,
theXG@®®. person will receive .
il Whatis
punlshment Although Allah is Allah's

merciful, he is also fair. He does
not let those who have sinned

get away with what they have

done, and is a balanced judge.

nature?

Immanence is the If something
belief that Allah is close transcendent, it is
to humanity and h::man understand
involved in the world. . v ord means 'rising
However, some - 4
Muslims may bPI

~ Muslims believe th
is ultimately unkno
human beings as
majestic. He is desc

GCSE AQA Short Course Course Companion: Section A: Islam

Page 11 of 54

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Important to note...
Adalat is the belief that Allah is just — that he is fair and treats people equally.
Islam. Muslims believe that human beings were created by Allah to worship Al
humans can become spiritually perfect. This does not mean that people do no
make our own decisions and choices. However, the correct pathway, or the str
Allah’s and doing his will.

a)  omnipresence
b) omnipotence
c) beneficence
d) imminence

2. The belief that Allah is generous and kind is called:
a) imminence
b) omnipotence

d) omnipresent

3. The belief that Allah is just is also called:

a) tawhid
b) shirk
¢ adalat
d) rahman N
4. The beliefs that Allah is in the »:.2v . " als6 unknowable and beyon
a) transcendence anc i . ce

\ ™ _eudence
7 anaTomnipotence
ani . asénce and imminence

imminence ¢

3
3
I
4
3
]
3
3
3
4
4
b
t
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
i .
' c) beneficence
4
4
t
4
4
3
4
4
4
I
4
4
4
4
]
3
I
4
b
t
4
4

Taking it further...
The Sufis, whose branch of Islam is called Sufism, are a group of Muslims who believe
ancestry back to Muhammad. They also stress spirituality and mysticism and try to be
better. They call this ‘dhikr Allah’ — ‘remembrance of Allah’. Sufi worship is very differ
they aim to work themselves into a trance-like state by spinning round fast in circles.

Members of Turkey's Mevelvi Sufi order are sometimes called ‘whirling dervishes
Allah can be immanent and that it is possible for Muslims to experience him a

GCSE AQA Short Course Course Companion: Section A: Islam Page 12 of 54
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/Read these verses from the Qur'an about Allah’s nature. What do they tell yo
the spider diagram to help you.

a) He is with you wheresoever ye may be. And Allah sees well all that ye do. i
b) (Allah) Most Gracious is firmly established on the throne (of authority). (
¢) Allah commands justice, the doing of good, and liba:> ty to kith and kin, ¢
deeds, and injustice and rebellion: He instr: % yc th:, ye may receive ac
d) ‘With My punishment I visit whom T\ i bi: Ly rﬁe]‘cy extendeth to all thi
for those who do right, a1+ “e Jegular charity, and those who belie
e) Inthenameof A"} : s T acious, Most Merciful.
Praicesl'o \  * . Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds...

Mas heDay of Judgment...
Shov\a#®ne straight way. (1:1-6)

f)  Thisis so, because Allah is the Reality: it is He Who gives life to the dead
\ all things. (22:6)

x

Quick Questions

10. Which of these terms means ‘beyond human understanding’?
a) imminence
b) transcendence
¢) tawhid
d) omnipotence

o

11. Give two other terms that deses't «1 ; '-_,l;attir“é of Allah in Islam.

12. Explain two ways in which Muslim belief about Allah’s nature influer
Muslims behave.

13. What do Muslims believe and/or teach about the nature of Allah?
Refer to Scripture.

14. “Muslims do not have clear beliefs about the nature of Allah’
Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must »20> 'to Muslim teac
Reach a conclusion that follows from you .« v 3 ne
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4. Angels

Keywords

¢ Iblis — The Devil in Isfam. He is also called Shaytan.

¢ Jibril — Gabriel in Christianity and Judaism, the most important angel, who deliv
- to prophets, and revealed the Qur'an to Muhammad. . :

¢ Jahannam - Hell in Islam.

+ Jannah - Heaven in Islam, which is us.iy - lewigdradise rather than heaven.
¢ Jinn— Evil spirits created frr‘\ry e, '

¢ Makkah The citye e imad was born, also spelled Mecca. Makkah is
¢ aiM in aﬁgeis in islam.

* Pie of the most important angels. He gives spiritual and material help

will assi st with the weighing of a person’s deeds.
¢ Revelation — The act of making something that was a secret known.
¢ Shaytan — The Devil in Islam. He is also called Iblis.

In Islam, angels play a very important role. Belief in angels is one of the s
If you read the Qur'an and Hadith you will find many mentions of them.
mala’kah.

Activity

Small group/pairs task

Before you continue with this chapter, make a spider diagram with a partner o
ideas about what you think an angel is, including their nature fthis could include
human beings ever see them, etc.) and role (what 'rhe\ v 1 vou are a Muslim,
different from a non-Muslim’s. Compare your the Jgi 3 5 a whole class. Keep
them again. yF. =

In Islam, migeis are heavenly beings created by Allah, and they have different ro
don’t know all of their names and duties, but some are more important than othe
absolutely nothing like human beings. They re also nothing like jinn, which are
Angels don’t have the needs we have: they don’t need things like food and water,
and faithful to Allah — they do all that he asks of them. Like Allah, they aren’t m
or shape like ours, but they can appear in different forms. In Islam, angels can’t
Shaytan, and they worship Allah all the time.

Activity
Make a list of what Muslims believe about the nature of ans: gs.

j::leds differ from be

Now return fo your own ideas about angels. Hov. ¢ ‘%/

Loy hd;e been very different, or

Extension: also think about why v - A¢

Important to note...

demons and, uhhke angels, have free choice to disobey Allah. Human beings

In Islam, the devil, who is called Iblis or Shaytan, is a jinn and his activity is to
commit evil through deception, which is referred to in the Qur’an as ‘whisper
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The role of angels

Angels in Islam have many different roles. Many are named in the Qur'a

duties outlined. There is also an order of importance of angels — a hierar.

e Jibril (Gabriel in Christianity and Judaism), who delivered Allah’s me
prophets, and revealed the Qur'an to Muhammad.

e Mika'il (Michael), who is in charge of rainfall and s tenance (the no

o Israfeel (Raphael), who will blow the trum . « e start of the Day o

e Malak al Mawt (this means Aan - éa;;w,va d, unlike Jibril, is not
souls after death and 0278 A L Hur from the body.

¢ Munkar and N~ I '.,, LESt the faith of people in their graves.

o3 o]
heaver! w:"

e There are angels who protect people from death until it is their time te
e InIslamic tradition there are two angels, Raqib and Atid, who sit on p
on the right and records good deeds; Atid sits on the left and record

Jibril and Mika’il
Two of the most important angels in Islam are Jibril and
Mika'il = in Christianity and Judaism, Gabriel and Michael.
They are archangels (angels of high ranking). Jibril acts as an
intermediary, like a bridge, between Allah and humans, and
conveys to people Allah’s message through the prophets.
Jibril's revelations to Muhammad were written down as the
Qur'an. Mika’il is responsible for rewarding thosc‘ Wi e
good lives and for humankind's needs suct a ‘en_ it they
have enough water and that crons. W oacis only
mentioned once in the O =

prayer,

£ X e ’ . :
?natj'e Muhammad’s heart pure during an event called the
‘}c‘) 3

.-g;ven instructions for Islamic prayer by Allah.

Mika'il and
when he wa™

Other Islamic tradition says that Jibril and Mika'il were present when Muheé
of Badr, a battle in 624 CE between Muhammad and his supporters and th¢
against him. '

Muhammad'’s wife Aisha said that Muhammad saw Jibril in human form. T
Jibril in Islamic tradition, including that he has 600 wings and a wingspan
to the western horizons. Other traditions speak of Jibril helping the prop
and of Jibril and Mika'il bowing down before Adam.

This image shows the i
Turkey, called Hagia S
used to be a Christian
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Activity
D. Match the terms and their definitions.

jinn a) heaven or paradise in Islar
angels b} responsible for rewarding
Jibril ¢) the Arabic term for hell in |
Iblis /Shaytan d) he' » 1ade from fire
Mika'il ‘.; ,‘uulbelngs made from
jahannam e “tne devil in Islam

mala’kah L W g) the angel who revealed th
h) belief in angels

©NO AN

jannah

[ Angels in the Qur an

Jibril appeared to Maryam (Mary), the prophet Isa’s (Jesus’s) mother: ‘We sent
appeared before her as a man in all respects.’ (19:17)

The Qur'an says about angels: 'In the presence of thy Lord are those who celek
by day. And they never flag (nor feel themselves above it)." (41:38)

The Qur'an also says: 'Ye who believe! Save yourselves and your families from
Stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who flinch not (fr
they receive from Allah, but do (precisely) what they are commanded.’ (66:6)

And: 'Praise be to Allah, Who created (out of nothing) the heavens and the ear
messengers with wings — two, or three, or four (pairs).’ (35:1)

Jibril and Mika'il are both mentioned in the second 775 ° 2 jf the Qur'an: ‘Say:
Gabriel - for he brings down the (revelation® tc ¢ht ~r¢ by Allah’s will, a confi
and guidance and glad tldlngs for*' TE beliéve, Whoever is an enemy to
- A0 -Alfah is an enemy to those who reject Fa

\ apostles, to Gabriel and I\/' i -
o

15. InIslam, which angel delivered the Qur’an to Muhammad?
a) Jibril

b) Mika'il
c) Israfeel
d) Iblis

16. Give the names of two angels in Islam, other than Jibril.

Now Try These...

thelr lives.

18. What do ?u!ucl,' A /

19. “Angels Sren t one of the main Shi’a beliefs, so they can’t be important
Discuss this statement. Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teach
Reach a conclusion that follows from your argument.
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5. Predestination and human freedom

Keywords
¢ Day of Judgement — The day when Allah will weigh up people’s deeds, good and
punishment. The Arabic name for this day varies, but it is usually Yawm ad-Din (j
(resurrectiony. £
Free wilt — Humans’ ability or freedom to choors i tF 4 :serves how to act.
Human freedom — Humans' control iy . 7 ti.uaghts, feelings and actions.
Predestination — The idea ﬂj‘( A ¥ j 3 mat happens has been decided alread

Sharialeytlihca s,‘ : t.vay’ in Arabic, Shariah refers to Islamic law that covers

,uc.n
.{amah Term used for the Day of Judgement, meaning ‘Day of Resu

* 60000
o
L
o
o
~
|
—
o
1]
>
-
QU
o
s
.

Sunni Muslims believe in predestination — the idea that everything that h
known by Allah. In Arabic, this belief is called gadar, and is one of the six

Sunni Muslims have a belief that Allah writes down their destinies on wha
is called the 'Preserved Tablet’. This is a record of everything that has and
will happen. However, predestination does not mean that Muslims do no
have free will, or human freedom - the ability to choose whether to do
good or bad. The difference is that Allah is not bound by time in the sam
way as human beings are. He knows what will ultimately happenin a
person's life, but that person, while he or she is ahve st il ’ﬂas the ability to
choose how to act and behave.

However Shi'a Muslims usuaf'\ 9 n - Auestmatson They do not believ
nes Isves will take In Shi'a Islam, thls idea

to make the Fibht choices by themselves.

‘From Allah, verily nothing is hidden on earth or in the heavens.’ (3:5)

‘Knowest thou not that Allah knows all that is in heaven and on earth? Indeed i

Taking it further...
The idea that people have free will but that Allah knows what will happenis a tricky o
What problems does it cause, especially if all people are to be Judged by their actions
to get you thinking. :

i 3 a " ft oe
oient |f he has
already decided what
will happen to us.
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Predestination and the Day of Judgement

As you have seen, Sunni and Shi‘a Muslims disagree about whether people h
Allah already knows what will happen during people’s lives (the idea of pred¢
there will be a Day of Judgement. This is one of the six Sunni articles of faith

On this day, it is believed, Allah will resurrect (bring bac” ‘o life) all people
will be judged according to his or her actions. TF s vhb are good will g¢
and those who have lived bad lives to b af - aam). Because Muslims b
believe that he will nOtJUdClPT e x v nngs that would not have been pc

Yo i gement is called Yawm ad-Din (judgement) or ¥
}s also known as the Last Day, or the Hour or Day of Reck

Muslim beliefs about this day are found in the Qur'an and Hadith. They sz
the Day of Judgement will come and that no one, not even Muhammad, ¢
be resurrected, and those who have been dead for a long time will have n
has passed. What is left of their human body is also not important. There
who have worshipped false gods will suffer.

Shariah law
Shariah, which means ‘pathway’ in Arabic, refers to Islamic law that covers
based on the Qur'an and Hadith, was given by Allah and tells Muslims how

The term Shariah is often heard on British news and is usi'ally spoken of in
to harsh punishment. However, these ideas about 2 .a are usually base

it really is or on extreme interpretations. *s. M-._.ms regard Shariah as ¢
how to live, and believe that foll>. . A nelp them to be saved on the
because it guides them good, or halal, and avoid what is forb

that Sunnis believe every
take —is a taste of what

expected to be like. Pilgr:
Valley of Arafat and stan
temperature can be up t
extremely hard test of fa
reminder of death, and,

Copies of the Qur'an for study.

Acilvﬂy

What does the Qur'an sn-. Y “r v Uuy of Judgement?
E. Lookun +'*ﬂse Vi ‘f;i ,Thc Qur an and match them to what they say will ab

a) People who are resurrected will have no conce
b) Allah knows when this day will happen.
c) Everyone will be resurrected.

d) Anyone who has worshipped false gods will b
e) Even Muhammad cannot change this.
f) At the final day nothing but Allah will remain.

ocOhLd =
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Quick Questions

20. What is the name given to the idea that everything that happens has
already by Allah?
a) predestination
b) judgement
c¢) human freedom
d) justice

22. Explain two ways in which belief in predestination may influence a
behaviour.

23. What do Muslims believe and/or teach about predestination? Refer

24. ‘Sunni and Shi’a Muslims differ widely in their beliefs about the Da
Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teac
Reach a conclusion that follows from your argume > .

e
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6. Life after death

Keywords
¢  Accountability/Responsibility — The belief that humans are respensible for (in co

because they have free will and so will be accountable (must answer for / accept

reward) on the Day of Judgement. :
¢  Akhirah — Belief in life after death in Islam. ” . ;
¢ Heaven — Paradise: Allah’s reward after ¢ 3 51+ o5 Who have heen faithful t
¢  Hell - A place of suffering after 2 \éo ; uushment of those who have rejecte

> 73 wusfims — and some Sunni  believe will come to spr

o “
¢ Qiyan r&\y\:&

resurrected.
¢ Resurrection — After death, all humans will be physically raised from death to fa

his means ‘resurrection” and is the name given to the time when ev

Muslims have a firm belief in an afterlife, or life after death, and that hum
their actions in life on the Day of Judgement. After all, if there were nothi
striving to live good lives according to Allah’s will would be rather pointle
the afterlife will be eternal. The Islamic term for this eternal afterlife is ak

What do Muslims believe about life after death?

o Lifeis like a test.

e It would be pointless if nothing followed it. :

e How you behave in In‘e determines what haprmr N fen you die.

e  Muslims do not usue"
hell: all tegae

straigh S néli on death, and others may beheve that those who hav.
straight to paradise.
e Itis Muslims’ souls that are judged by Allah.

Human responsibility and accountability

In Sunni Islam, the fact that Allah has given human beings free will, or hu
freedom — the ability to make choices in life — means that humans are
accountable and responsible for their own actions and whether they cho
live good or bad lives.

Heaven and hell

Pause for
What do Islamic beliefs about t
human freedom suggest about
attitudes towards human accou

gﬁ.\ﬂ : w
believe*™at the soul is breathed

into babies before they are born. (You may need to look back at t
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The previous section said that Muslims also believe in heaven and hell - he
paradise and hell is called jahannam. What do they believe these places w

Heaven, or paradise — in Arabic, jannah — is mentioned often in the Quran;
it as overflowing with delicious food and there being four flowing rivers, ir
The Qur'an also says that people in paradise will live in a state of joy, and t
the same as a thousand years on earth. There are de<r~ tions of everythir
and precious stones, and assurances people w e ava‘ded with everyt
earth. Above all this, though, the greajﬂ . )y 1r10se who go to heave

-~

Car “ay-that in heaven people will be reunited with
© e au'their final home' by angels.

These verses from thi 4,
They will §

'Gardens cbupetual bliss: they shall enter there, as well as the righteous amor:

and their offspring. and angels shall enter unto them from every gate (with th

"Peace unto you for that ye persevered in patience! Now how excellent is the

Hell, on the other hand, is a place where those who do not believe
in Allah are sent. It is a place of suffering, where torment is
physical and spiritual. In Islam, hell is a place of burning fire and
boiling waters. There is, though, disagreement about whether
those who are sent to hell can be forgiven by Allah and allowed to
enter heaven or whether punishment in hell is forever. Some parts
of the Qur'an talk of there bemg seven levels of hell, dependmg
on the severity of a person’s sins.

e =24
S

Q What happens to non-Muslims ¢ ° hu "’,iy of Judgement"

- —

A Different Muslims will k2 . 1 =..at views about whether people o
Those who hvnc :. S “sufammad and the full revelation of Islam |
' nuS believe that Christians and Jews, and sometimes

P
These two quotations from the Qur'an are about judgement. What do they tell «

'Of the good that they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knoweth

‘And to every soul will be paid in full (the fruit) of its Deeds; and (Allah) knowe

g

The Qur'an is clear that it is not known when the Day of Judgement will ha
believe that there will be a number of major and minor signs. These are d
They suggest that at first there will be corruption and chaos but then peoj
Muslim values. ~

In Shi'a Islam there is the bellef tha*’r e 1 rn ur the Mahdl will be the mg
Muslims — and some Sunni -
that he is currently :li g g
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Activity
Match the terms and meanings.

1. Mahdi a) the time when Allah will raise all pec
2. akhirah b) heaven in Islam

3. Day of Judgement ¢} hellin Islam .

4. jannah d) the Islamic wz. . or resurrection — br
5. rul’ e) belie” s ne : tenife in Islam

6. jahannam fi__ > 3h. > slam, a figure who will appe
7. Qiyamah O haessoul

25. What is the name of the figure that Shi’a Muslims believe will return ¢
end time?
a) akhirah
b) Qiyamah
¢) Mahdi
d) jannah
26. Give two Muslim beliefs about hell.
Now Try These... w
27. Explain two ways in whic'2uc 1 omt akhirah may influence a Mu
28. What g "151"v; “;cnexe and/or teach about heaven and hell? Refer
29. ‘The fact that Allah already knows what will happen means that Mus

really have any accountability.” Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teach
Reach a conclusion that follows from your argument.
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Authority

1. Prophethood

Keywords .
¢ Adam - One of the prophets of Allah and the fir 4 “orvather of humankind
¢  Authority — The power or right totell =7~ he .8 behave or what to do. In Isla

direct word of Allah) is the ab . = . i A

¢ lbrahim — One of the n it _,,_..«Adah He rebuilt the Ka’aba.

. \hii r :0he was willing to sacrifice on Allah’s command.

* LW _ishipping many different gods.

. #, _ The channel of communication between Alfah and humanity.

¢ Risalah - Prophethood in Arabic. Prophethood is the channel of communication
Risalah

It is important to remember that for Muslims the one absolute
authority is Allah. However, there are other sources of authority
in Islam — prophethood, which you will learn about in this section,
is one of them. First, what is meant by the term prophethood, or, Muham
in Arabic, risalah? Risalah means ‘message’. Within Islam, this reveale
term refers to the way in which Allah communicates his message final on
to people. This message was given to Muslims by Allah’s
representatives on earth — the prophets, or nubuwwah. Muslims believe that
there were thousands of others, including Ibrahim W e 1), Musa (Moses)
Muhammad was the ‘seal’ of the prophm‘s o ti e messenger from Allah.,

o‘dt you need to know about the roles a

Adam

Adam — the same Adam of Christianity and Judaism — is important in Islam
e Muslims believe he was the first human being, which makes him the f
who in Hadith is called Eve (Hawa in Arabic), is the mother of humanit

e Adam is believed to have been the first Muslim: in the Qur'an, Adam

e Adam is also considered to be the first prophet.

e Adam is also important because he was created to live on earth as All
for Muslims this creation story shows the relationship that people hav
love for his creation.

e Allah taught Adam and Eve how to live on earth. In tum Adam taugh
lock after the earth. :

e InIslamic tradition, Adam is also belie‘ ‘ec' zt'b":," ",}e?“bu'itt the original Ka
this was destroyed dunng Nc*' 41 . w.. It was rebuild by Ibrahim.

. Accordlng to Islam k- laamt a great deal more from Adam, incl

i hat should and should not be eaten.

Did you know?
Unlike in Christianity, Muslims do not believe that Adam’s children and all human
that everyone is born sinful. In Islam, Adam and his partner are both blamed for th
often takes more blame.
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{brahim
Ibrahim is important in Islam because:
e Heis considered to be the father of the Arab people through his son I
father of the Jewish and Christian people through his other son, Isaac.
e Ibrahim is also a prophet of Allah.
e Muhammad's ancestry can, according to Islam, bf‘ - iced back to Ada
e Ibrahim lived over 2,000 years before Muroam oo
(worshipped many gods). He sav > vou.uppmg many false gods, ¢
practised monotheism - ;-néx s ,_;wfé God. He believed that God was
more about har"* '

example to Muslims.

Many aspects of the Hajj —t
to Makkah, Muhammad’s b
There are stories in the Qur
jealousy causing lbrahim to
his son Ismail away from ho
enacted on Hajj. Ibrahim we
hous. . Allah. This becam

Pilgrims on Hajj around the K=

v Activity
Read about the sacrifice of Ibrahim’s son in the Qur'an (37:100 onwards).

Extension: What differences are there between the Christian and Jewish accoun
can find this in the Bible, in Genesis 22:1—-18) and the Islamic account?

Muhammad

Muhammad is central to Islamic belief. He is important because:

e He was the final prophet sent by Allah. In Islam, it is obligatory to beli
final prophet or messenger of Allah.

e The Qur'an was given to humankind via Muhammad.

e Aswell as being a religious leader, Muhammad =
began in Madinah, where he formed the st ‘ir 1 3ah' = Muslim comm

e The Sunnah, which concerns th~ 't _ai sayings of Muhammad, i
act and behave. Muhar 2 ad e 4fso a man of very high morals and,

- .../ .

‘st j:g;p‘édji“he worship of many gods that was common in

Did you know?
Christians and Jews believe that Ibrahim — Abraham — was commanded to sacrifice
Muslims believe that he was asked to sacrifice Ismail, his son
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More about Muhammad
Muhammad lived 1,400 years ago in the region of the world that is now S&
the city of Makkah (Mecca) in ¢.570 Ce. His parents died and he was brouég
At this time, people were divided into tribes. Muhammad's was the Quray:
important and wealthy, but its influence was not so great by the time he w
ancestry, in Muslim tradition, can be traced back to Ib*fi : m through his sc

It is important to remember that Mue' 00 o riot beheve that
Muhammad was Allah’s sor.) mc% oas himself divine in any
way, unlike Christiar ' 4 4. _ut Jesus. Muslims do not believe
MCC 2 Aﬂah chose to be prophets, to convey his
message, m%/me They were all human beings. However,
Muslims believe that Muhammad was the most important of
Allah’s chosen messengers. He was the final one, and for this
reason is often called "the seal of the prophets’ — he brought to
people Allah’s final message, which had begun with Adam.

Muslims do, though, follow Muhammad’s example in life, as he is
believed to be the best role model of how to live under Allah and
the best example of how to combine Muslim faith and action.

Muhammad grew up to be very spiritual and would spend a great deal of :
his prayer times on Mount Hira, in 610 CE, he was visited by Jibril, who told
Allah. These revelations continued for the next twe t . ies and were w
Qur'an not long after Muhammad dzed in F3¢ LI: 4

Muhammad taught What A ﬁ”{f rLvealed to him through Jibril, and mat
them that
that in 622
which means mngratnon He returned to Makkah 10 years later and con
to Islam. After his death in 632, Islam continued to spread. The divisions |
Muslims began shortly after Muhammad’s death.

Activity
G. Look at the list below. The names are all of prophets in Islam. They are also
Christianity and Judaism. Match the Arabic and English names (the first one |

Arabic  Nuh Ismail ~ Yagqub  Yusuf  Musa  Ayyub Dawo:
English Jacob David Noah Jesus Jol‘ : Solomon  Jose

Now, copy and extend the table beln: . <» "f ihere are nine more rows, 0[
above. Write the Arabic and 4+ ‘in n ; ‘nglish name for each in the first twc
Ismail /Ishmael, and th-+ - 4 rJ _ubout each prophet. Write a short paragr:
is important ir [ .

English name Paragraph about this propl

Ishmael
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Quick Questions

30. Which word means “prophethood” in Islam?

a) Ibrahim
b) risalah
c) Hijra

d) caliph

31. Give two reasons whv ™1 siie s a.important in Islam.

Now Try 15",

o

32. Explain two ways in which two prophets apart from Muhammad influ

33. What do Muslims believe and/or teach about why Ibrahim is import
Refer to Scripture.

34. 'All prophets are equally important in Islam.” Evaluate this stateme

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teac
Reach a conclusion that follows from your argument.
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2. The holy books

Keywords

¢ Ayah - Averse of the Qur'an. The plural is ayat.

¢ Gospel—The ‘good news’ of Isa (Jesus), one of the prophets nf Isfam. The Gospe
the Christian Bible. .

¢ Psalms— Sacred prayers/poems written by Kinp odi or 8 Dav d), who was himse
of Jewish and Christian holy books Mg o ali Li#ém Zabur.

¢ Recitations — Acts of sayamI e =) Qur an from memory. The word ‘Qur’

¢ Surah - Adivision /zl iy a8 L@ Qur an. There are 114 in all. The plural is sura

oY Allah to Musa (Moses), who was a prophet of Allah, on

¢ Wudu- Ratuai washing before praying or touchmg the Qur’an.

Before you begin to work through this section, consider this question as a

Activity
Class discussion
Why do you think holy books are so important in religion?

The Qur’an: Revelation and Authority

One of the main beliefs of Islam is the lmportance of:ix holy books. Thi
faith in Sunni Islam, and holy books are also v iy ™ Jurtant in Shi‘a Islam.
authority for Muslims is the Qur ar. 2 Ly Helieve ‘that it contains the wo
Muhammad by the Anael o 0\ ¢ wrotind 23 years. This means that Mu
divinely inspicgd a= ' . cunveys truths about Allah. The Qur'an also t
o 'fo uehave and how to be just and fair, so it can be used

=Y

knowledge \@#ause it is used by all Muslims, it can be said to strengthen

community of Muslims. The name 'Qur‘an’ is Arabic, and means 'recitati

Muslims also believe that Allah revealed the Qur'an to

Muhammad to correct errors in previous holy books, including
the Jewish holy books and Christian Old and New Testaments ‘
(which make up the Bible). The Qur'an is the absolute common
completion of these other books.

The Qur'an was originally written in Arabic and has been translated into m
non-Muslims and those who do not know Arabic can rc= 1 it, but Muslims &
in its original language. They believe thatitst7.z m ﬁir‘g and beauty ca
this way. If a Muslim does not speak roa anfiret language, he or she
mosques teach Muslims Arahir i ¢ \ Aan has 114 chapters, or surat, w
ayat. It can be divide | ] 2 parts, or juz', which allows it to be read in

Pause for thought:
What does ‘recitation’ mean, and why do you think that the Qur'anis s

GCSE AQA Short Course Course Companion: Section A: Islam Page 27 of 54

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Originally, passages of the Qur'an that were revealed to
Muhammad were passed around by word of mouth. Even though
the chapters of the Qur'an were not written down straight away,
Muslims believe that the Qur'an contains the words of Allah as they
were originally revealed to Muhammad. People memorised them,
and they were probably written on stones, palm leaves ~ ‘pieces of
parchment {paper made from animal skin) bef'i T o0 g Lollected

2015. They were in A j 4 A
dating, a s C -y Abr""t"'esting an object to estimate how old it is, sugg

A page, made from parchment, from a copy of the . ‘an from the eighth
time, books were rare, and people were used *c L Ag sy heart. People st
who has Hﬂr 2 t ’s zied a hafiz {male) or hafiz

Because they bellevo L e"sacred word of Allah Muslims

before toucmnglthe Qur’an, and it will be wrapped in cloth when
not being read. If Muslims have a copy at home they will always
keep it on a top shelf, higher than any other books, because it is
the most important. A copy of the Qur'an would not be placed on
the floor —if a Muslim were to be sitting on the floor reading, the
Qur’an would be on a small stand in front of him or her. When
the Qur’an is being read aloud, other Muslims try to remain silent.

Did you know?
The first translation of the
Qur’an into English was
made in 1734, but it was full
of mistakes. :

Think aP'*'
When m sh M.,
sidd \+hole Qur'an in
a.month?
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Did you know?

Extension: Hadith and Sunnah

Sunni and Shi’a Muslims both believe that the Qur’an is the most important
source of authority, but they do consult other books if they need further
guidance. Hadith are collections of writings about the life of the P'ophet
Muhammad and contain his sayings and teachings. lee Tl " 1 these
were not written down immediately, but were mam- fise. '

Muslims about how to live life accordmn teaata s Tan 4nd how to
understand and follow its teachizg

Collections of sl dit' : : sined for authenticity, and some sayings are .

w i iadle than others — that is, it is more likely that some Hadit
Hadith go LXEee#iuhammad and have been remembered correctly than what
others. Thisis bne reason why Muslims differ on matters of their faith and canr
beliefs. Sunni and Shi’a may also interpret Hadith in different ways.

o

The Sunnah is found in the Hadith and is the practices and traditions of Muhammad. M
to behave. The Sunnah and Hadith can be quite similar. The main difference is that th
Muhammad’s deeds but the Hadith with what he said. Muslims use both as guides to

Other important religious writings in [slam
Muslims believe that other holy books were revealed by Allah before the
(Tawrat in Arabic), Psalms (Zabur), the Gospels of Jesus (Injil) and the Scr

Tawrat (Torah)
In Judaism, the Torah {(which means teaching’, or ‘instruction’) is the mos
made up of five books — Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus M. . iers and Deuter
the first five books of the Old Testament of th ¢ i mn Bible. In Islam,
Muslims believe that they were given . 1 . quuphet Musa — Moses — by
Qur'an was revealed to Muh=-r siia 1. .idhammad believed that the Qura
not use the Torah to *= =~ "awéver, Muslims believe that it was used a
bt f) i uhammad

Zabur (Psa&#®
The Christian and Jewish holy books contain Psalms — prayers, poems an
by Dawood, or King David, who is a prophet in Islam. In Islam, the Psalm

Injil (Gospel)
Muslims also believe that the Gospel of Jesus — the prophet Isa in Islam —

Scrolls of Abraham
The Scrolls of Abraham are also important in Islam. These scrolls are believed
that Ibrahim — Abraham - received from Allah, which were then written d
However, they have since been lost. In the Qur'an there are two referenc
they said is not known.

Overall, the Qur'an contains many references 45 “ooks of Judaism a
believe that the original messages we. ilm s from Allah to trusted
held in high regard. However, | m--~any ‘contradiction between thes
because the original m 4. 4 « sbeen changed or corrupted, and transl
that for Mg ti - . j; Quf’an is in Arabic, its original language), so the
1?9%@ sword of Allah.

d_\y(p- o

‘It was We who revealed the law (to Moses): therein was guidance and light.' (5
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Quick Questions

35. What is the meaning of the name ‘Qur’an’?
a) duty
b) reading
c) example
d) recitation

36. Name two holy books c71 ng “) ‘,,_‘;Qwéﬁti‘hgs in Islam, other than the Q

¢

Now Try 1CGa.. “

Boisoscel

37. Explain two ways in which the Qur’an influences Muslims’ daily liv

38. What do Muslims teach and/or believe about some Christian and Je
Refer to Scripture.

39. ‘The Qur’an should be the only source of authority for Muslims.’
Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teac
Reach a conclusion that follows from your argument.
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3. The Imamate in Shi’a [slam

Keywords

¢ Imams— The 12 successors of Muhammad in Shi'a Islam. Note that in Sunni Isla
leader of worship in a mosque’.

¢ Imamate — Means ‘leadership’ or ‘in front’ and refersin <% lslam to the 12 ima
the leaders of Islam.

law and cousin, éo also his relative, but those who would become Sunni M
Muhammad's closest friend and companion, and the first person outside
embrace Islam, should succeed him.

Because early Muslims had formed not just a religious but also a political
be spiritual and political, so for many the fact that Abu Bakr was not a blo
not a problem. (He was actually a relative by marriage — as the Prophet’s
Muhammad's father-in-law.)

The arguments over Muhammad'’s successor continued, and eventually A
Ali did not accept this decision initially, but in order to protect Islam and t
accepted the situation. When Abu Bakr died, a man named Umar succeed
Uthman, who was responsible for the creation of the 7, an. Uthman was
fourth caliph. However, by this time there wer. v ar ;, people who though
some said that he had been too slovv X an, ..ﬂng about the murder of
over this issue in 656 CE WhP"! r med Mu'awiya challenged Ali. He
Kharijites, killed Ali in =4 ¢ My awnya took his place. When he died, his
However, ig o J,uunges‘c son, challenged Yazid. Husayn and his a
of Karbala ? .;E, where Husayn was killed. This battle is very importan
remembered every year on the Day of Ashura.

A nineteenth- or early twentieth-century palntmg n‘ +
Battle of Karbala.

Shi‘as, who stres
Sunnis. Some
Husayn’'s mosqu
W
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Important to note...
The key point to remember about Shi’a Muslims is their belief that Muhamm
religious and political leaders who have divine knowledge, which they can us
authority. They also need to be part of the family of Muhammad, in Arabic th
(family of the house).

Although Muhammad was the final pmc‘u ‘& *r* &.uéli"'ms believe that an
claimed to be a messenger fror- /i v i riot, Shi'as believe that Allah ap;
Muhammad who woulc . - v show early Muslims the correct path

Shi'a Muslints™ believe that the Imamate began with Ali,
who Sunni Muslims say was the fourth caliph. After Ali
died, his two sons, Hasan and Husayn, succeeded him,
followed by another nine Imams. Shi‘as believe that the
twelfth Imam, who they call the Mahdi, did not die but
went ‘into hiding” and will return on the Day of
Judgement. Shi‘as who believe in the 12 Imams are marriage) of
sometimes called ‘Twelvers'.

were very clo

Sunni caliphs and Shi‘a imams

Sunni | ;
The Rightly Guided Caliphs e 2

7 o

AAAAA 27| Al {656-661) Son
uncle}, and Muham
as he married Fatim

Hasan {661-670) S
grandson of Muha
Husayn (670-680)
grandson of Muha
Ali Zayn al-Abidin
Muhammad al-Bagq;
al-Abidin
Jafar al-Sadiq (733-

Uthman (644-656) Husband of Muhammad's Musa al-Kazim (76
daughters Rugayya {(who died in 624) and then
Umm Kufthum

Umar (634-644) Muhammad's wife Hafsa's father

“h f%pammad al-Jaw.
| Al-Hadi (835-868)
mriafﬁ;rr;a d's Hasan al-Askari (86:
L 5 cotsin and son in law, as | Muhammad al- Mah@ﬁ

‘nah Muhammad's daughter Akari. He began his
- believed by Shi'a to

known as the Mahd

e

Ali (656-661) Son of A -
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Why do Shi’a Muslims believe Ali should have been Muhammad’s successs -

>0

According to Shi'a Muslims:

«  Muhammad always had a close relationship with Ali, right from Ali’s chil
« Ali was Muhammad’s cousin, and, therefore, a blood relative.

»  He was the first person to make the declaration of faith in Islam.

«  Ali protected Muhammad during the Hijra — the journey from Mecca to
« He fought in most of the early Muslims’ battles.

*  He married Muhammad's daughter Fatimah.

v>—<

Q What happened to the twelfth Imam, MuFa ni 193 i ’-hﬂahdl?

A Because of fears that he would he WA R LW@lﬁh Imam was hidden for m
Sunni Muslims often belm & *.odied, possibly in childhood, Shi'a Muslim
not die — som Ve 6 is spmtually present — and will return as the M

The significance of the Imamate

Remember, belief in the Imamate is part of Shi’a Islam, and it is one of the Usul ad-Din.

not die and is currently hidden is called the occultation (a word that means ‘concealme

occultation of the Mahdi brought the Imamate to an end, but the Shi’"a community cont
people called Ayatollahs, who represent the Mahdi on earth. This means that, although
can be women, the Ayatollahs’ religious guidance and authority comes from Allah. Shi’

because the Imams were appointed by Allah, they were infallible, and the Ayatollahs pr
from being altered (deliberately or accidentally) by people.

The Qur’an says: ‘Indeed you are but a messenger, and to every people there is a guide’
relate to the Shi’a Ayatollahs?

Quick Questions

AdOOD NOILO4dSNI

a) four
b) eight
c) ten

d) twelve

41. Give the names of two of the ‘Rightly Guided Caliphs’.

Now Try This... COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

42. Explain two ways in which disagreement over who should succeed Muhamm
influenced the development of Islam. '

43. ‘Belief in the Imamate is the main dlffernr a0 ,'}_feu’f"Sﬁhni and Shi’a Muslim
Evaluate this statement. w o F Eg

. mement You must refer to Muslim teaching. 09

Education
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Section Summary

Beliefs

¢  The word Tslam’ means 'submission” and "Muslim’ — = follower of Isla
e  Muslims submit to Allah (God in Arabic). =~
e Islam began around 1,400 years ang - a2 uat is now Saudi Arabia
e The most important figure .o ﬂ s <he Prophet Muhammad (c. 570

[ ‘:

S
e Sunnis e'ieved that Abu Bakr, Muhammad s closest companion, sho
that it should be Ali, Muhammad’s cousin and a blood relative.
e Sunni means ‘people of the Sunnah’, or clear pathway, and Shi'a me
e There are six key beliefs or ‘articles of faith’ in Sunni Islam and five in
Din (‘roots of religion’). However, it is important to remember that S
main points of the religion.

e Central to Islam is the belief that Allah is one. This is called tawhid a
statement of faith, the Shahadah. Saying or believing that Allah is n

e This belief in tawhid and belief that Allah is so great that humans ca
that Muslims do not allow images of Allah (or Muhammad and othe

e Muslims believe that Allah has many characteristics that make up his
these qualities in the 99 names of Allah. :

e Angels are important in Islam. Jlbrll is the i St 'ﬁpu‘rtant as he del
Muhammad. This was written in “..> . tShe holy book, the Qur'an.

e Muslims also believe in "> (5 ..,atural beings) and in the devil (Ib

e Sunniand Sh| 2 = ,..,bually have slightly different beliefs about
in pre bRt . «hat Allah already knows what will happen in their
given Lf the ability to make decisions for themselves — free will.

e Shi‘as, though, usually reject predestination and believe that Allah ca
or a person’s life. Shi'as also believe that people have free will so th
for themselves.

e Muslims believe in life after death. Sunnis and Shi‘as believe that th
when people will be sent to heaven (jannah) or hell (jahannam).

e Because people are responsible for their own actions, they can choo
bad lives and believe in Allah or not, and, therefore, go to heaven or

e Shi'as believe that a figure called the Mahdi will return to earth and
Day of Judgement is near.

e Prophethood (risalah) is important in Islam. Muhammad was the fin
Adam, Ibrahim, Ismail and Isa {Jesus) came. b :

e There are a number of holy bookc ir.'Car._Tie’most important sou
which contains the word of.% 1 ¢ jj,,;edled to Muhammad through Ji

Other sources of 4 "/ = ..é th“e Hadith and Sunnah. The Hadith a

0.« ..« dbout because of disagreement over who shou

kS (‘a
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The Tawrat'(Torah) Zabur (Psalms) and Injil {Gospels of Jesus) are als
revealed to earlier prophets.

e In Shi‘a Islam, the Imamate — the 12 leaders (Imams) who succeeded
The final Imam - the Mahdi — did not die and will return on the Day
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Activities Z
Question (/)
s L Answers
Number . & = B T
A s +6. h I I I
7. ¢
3 8. d ( )
' 2. ¢ 4. a —I
1. b 3. ¢ —
C. 2. ¢ 4. b
1. d 5 b
2. e 6. ¢
D. 3.9 7. h Z
4. f 8. a
1. b 4, f
E 2. e 5. ¢ ‘ ’
3. a 6. d
1. f 5 g
F 2. e 6. ¢
’ 3. a 7. 4% o . ’
4 b s U
Nuh-Noah . . - Dawood — Dav
o 9% Suleiman — Sol
G. LI —J0seph Yahya — John
iéuc‘:‘
wsa — Moses Isa — Jesus
’ Ayyub - Job
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Key Beliefs

Beliefs and Teachings

1. Introduction fo [slam

Note: Answers to 'Quick Questions’ and ‘Now Try This’ 71 - |

— .

Question
Number

4 ¥ ,j;fwwe”r’]Mark Scheme

és S (4ith are there in Shi‘a Islam?

1.
Give two of the articles of faith in Sunni Islam.
Any two from the six articles below:
e  belief that Allah is the one and only God (tawhid)
e belief in angels
2. e belief in the holy books
e belief in the prophets
e belief in the Day of Judgement
e belief in predestination
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
Explain two ways in which the articles of fa#t . . ‘ence Sunni and Sh
It is very important that you w e tf;j,_ﬂpr“efsﬁjthat relate to Sunni ar
need to know what ... ¢« > jius arel You also need to develop ea
make to gair 1 - ‘ : 'w0r each; for example, by explaining what ar
oS : g how this belief infiuences Mustims in their everyda
Poles are
¢ Both Sunni and Shi'a articles of faith agree that there is one Goc
3 name for this is tawhid. Muslims ensure that they never say tha

believe this — it is essential to Islam.

e Both articles of faith express belief in nubuwwah — the prophets
importance in Islam; both also include the belief that Muhamme
prophet sent by Allah.

e  Both believe in the Day of Judgement and that people will be ju
go to heaven or hell. This means that Muslims try to behave in .
pleasing to Allah.

Accept any relevant points
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per ~'« yeloped point (ma
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Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number

‘There is no real difference between Shi‘a and Sunni key beliefs, so who succe

Muhammad doesn’t matter.” Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teaching. Re

conclusion that follows from your argument.

There are many different ways in which you could answer this question, and y

argue either way, but remember that you must give reasonc, and justifications

arguments in order to gain higher marks. Point that .« 1 ‘?;ld include are:

e Although Sunni and Shi‘a beliefs are in nz . e same, there areim
differences, and one of the maie Mgy lets'is in the issue of the Imama
who succeeded Muh=r - i .

e Thisis - e toshi' as and is included in the Shi'a Shahadah.

e Eve '}h » Lr groups essentially believe the same thing, the fact tha
two # roups exist (and that sometimes this leads to violence, e.g. so
Islamic State / al Qaeda against Shi'as) shows that there are differences t
not easily overcome.

e These differences have existed for a long time. It is too easy to say that t
shouldn’t matter, as they clearly do.

e However, you could argue that many Sunnis and Shi‘as may be able to o
these differences in better ways than arguing about them, or worse — Sun
groups such as al Qaeda and so-called Islamic State think Shi‘a Muslims
as wrong as people who are not Muslim.

e To the vast majority of Muslims, though, the differences do not matter a

4.

and Shi‘as get along well.

e You also need to show that you understand what the difference is betwe
groups, i.e. Sunnis believe that Abu Bakr was Muhammad’s proper succe
Shi‘as that Ali was; Ali was also the fourth caliph in - n Istam.

o  Also show that you understand that Shi‘as *%.x {1 « 1armad'’s successor
to be a relative, whereas Sunms d= d. ik that the issue in early Isla
successorship Wa5)ust as’ ot ‘political rule over early Muslims as

religion.

e Youg

Lai e Jldt the issue of who succeeded Muhammad is not th
.)etween Shi‘as and Sunnis — Shi'as also have different prayer
movew Rt and pray three times a day; Shi‘as do not usually believe in

predestination, etc. These differences also cause probiems sometimes.

\9

One of the main points in the question is ‘There is no real difference...’ There
differences, and you need to be clear on what they are (especially concerning
succession after Muhammad) and that they do matter to some Muslims.

One argument with justification 1-3

Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position

Good, well-justified arguments for and against, linked together 7-9

Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and agamft finked
together and leading to a reasonable conclusion . .~

G —

Accept any rele~t - 9i, ,rJust:ﬁcat:on
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2. The Oneness of God (Tawhid)

Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number
Which term refers to the oneness of Allah?
a) transcendence
5. by shirk
¢) monotheism
d) tawhid v 5

Give two of the 9° 2 me ! mah and what they mean.

an-Nur (light)

6. . ¢ al-Samad (e

e al-Qadir (powerful) e al-Khakiqg (c

e al-Hakim (wise) e al-Mugqit (n

e  al-Basir (all seeing) e al-Ahad (on

e al-Hasib (judicious / a judge)

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximu

Explain two ways in which belief in tawhid influences mosque design

You also need to develop each point you make to gain two marks fo

answers could include:

«  Muslims forbid images of Allah and the prophets: this stops pe
imagine what Allah looks like, as he is transcendent - beyond h
understanding.

7 ¢  For the same reason, there will bf o1 zes of Aflah, Muhamm

e« Mosques are often decornt ~ wmi ,amgraphy beautiful writin
focus a worshipr .« . * i«,n on Alfah, but without having a pi

s Geometric. .
wer vy

hcd,d worshxp Allah only, not statues or pictures of him.

> Accept any relevant points

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per deveioped point (ma

What do Muslims teach about tawhid? Refer to Scripture.

The 5-mark questions ask you about two teachings/practices and to

As well as making two points and developing/justifying both, you m

Scripture as appropriate for the extra mark. You can't get full marks

this. Again, try to make sure your points are as different as possible

marking gives you credit for every point/development you make.

You need to include these points in your answer:

s  Muslims believe that Allah is one — this is expressed in the Shah
called tawhid.

8. »  Shi'as and Sunnis share this belief 2 o }'iy; .g itis called shirk.

¢ The Quran and Hadlth al':c . TE > :_h..ahvls unique, unified, uni
indivisible, and tha .. v+ n<hat he is one.

* Refertos.» ) Bl me Qur an, which says Aliah is 'the One a

"+« d aiat there is none like Him'. These ideas are all p

Gl \.Jmer points that would be accepted.

Accept any relevant points and reference to Scriptu

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximurr
relevant reference to Scripture

If only one religious way is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for
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Question
Number

Answer/Mark Scheme

‘Expressing tawhid is impossible without pictures.’” Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teaching. Re
conclusion that follows from your argument.

Always show that you know what key terms in a question mean, so, here, expl

tawhid. If you were unsure about this question, look back at the information

chapter about how Allah is represented in mosques and in Tslamic art, etc. Yo

to make sure that you show that you understand th=2.t° s ﬂs forbid images

in the sense of paintings/statues, etc. and why. Yo ,fguménts here could in

e Muslims do not allow pictures = £ < 4 _r Mithammad and prophets), bu
express tawhid — the h = ‘tha , Jiart is one — in other ways.

e Expressing idc~ . €5 e without actual pictures of human figures, etc
Mu (i Ve . eveloped other ways of expressing the idea of tawhid thr

focuheg ah’s spiritual nature and qualities.

o For example, they use calligraphy and geometric tiling or mosaics (which
see in mosques in Britain and all over the Arab world). These focus a wo
attention on Allah and help them to concentrate.

e Geometry also helps Muslims to focus on Allah, the universe and creatio
reminds Muslims that they should worship Allah only, not statues or pict

e  You could contrast ways in which Christians / Hindus / other faiths expre
ideas about God — e.g. statues of Jesus and Mary, icons of God, Hindu m
(statues of gods and goddesses) — with Islam, and how Muslim ideas are
expressed in very different ways.

e Don't forget to outline why Muslims do not allow pictures of Allah: Musli
belief that Allah is transcendent means that his nature goes beyond limit
human understanding.

»  However, you could add that in Shi'a Islam it is me=~ ely that you will fi
images of Muhammad, prophets and ange’.; t it . ' not of Allah.

e You could argue that a ‘picture’ d7 >s * 1a. Liovea painting of a person
figure... why can't it be abﬂ g f -.se‘up of shapes, etc.)?

st (is statement, but you must give valid reasons a

One argu! W ith justification 1-3

Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position

Good, well-justified arguments for and against, linked together 7-9

Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and against, linked
together and leading to a reasonable conclusion.

Accept any relevant point or justification
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3. The Nature of Allah

Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number
Which of these terms means ‘beyond human understanding’?
a) imminence
10. b) transcendence v

¢) tawhid
d) omnipotence

Give two other term< ki fr b 2 the nature of Allah in Islam.

o of'the following, but other answers would b
s imminent

11.
s cCne
s beneficent (kind,
Accept any relevant point, T mark per point (maximu
Explain two ways in which Muslim belief about Allah’s nature influen
behave.
To get full marks in this question, you need first of all to show that y
meant by Allah’s ‘nature’ — it means his characteristics and qualities.
of these. For example:
e Muslims believe Allah is merciful because he is forgiving when
This means that even if Muslims do wrong, they can ask for for
12. e  He shows kindness and compassion — he is aware of people’s s
help. If Muslims are suffering, they can ask Allah for help.
¢ However, Allah is also fair. He does not let those who have sin
what they have done. He is just and is a balanced judge. This
Muslims cannot behave how they want . e forgiven for eve
¢ Allahis imminent - involved in t .4 3r' 1 - su'Muslims may stri
better, e.g. by praymo e W
: «\ccept any relevant points
Lad of 7 .(mple pomt 2 marks per developed point (ma
L d Sms beheve and/or teach about the nature of Allah? Re:
> "'mark questions ask you about two teachings/practices and to
As well as making two points and developing/justifying both, you m
Scripture as appropriate for the extra mark. You can’t get full marks i
this. Again, try to make sure your points are as different as possible
marking gives you credit for every point/development you make.
To answer this question, look back at the spider diagram in the cha
the information in the chapter about tawhid. You must refer to Scri
marks. Also, make sure that you explain what any key terms (e.g. be
omnipotent) mean.
e The Qur'an says that Allah is beneficent: generous, kind, charita
13. ‘Aflah commands justice, the doing of good.’

» It says that Allah is merciful because he is forgiving when peop
(mercy) I shall ordain for those who do e |

»  Allahis said to show kindness an~.: m « ssion.

e It says that Allah is omrunr B XC iy anythmg) - he 'has pow
and ‘sees well all thagnild g

e Itsaystheth - isLsv and makes sure people receive justice f

gossl - ith My punishment I visit whom I will; but My

o ! tnmgs

3 says that Allah is close to humanity and involved in the world

" is with you wheresoever ye may be.’

e  However, some Muslims may believe that Allah is transcendent
known — he is called the 'Most High' in the Qur'an.
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Question

Answer/Mark Scheme

Number
You don’t have to remember exact quotations from the Qur'an but
able to paraphrase (outline what the Qur'an says), as in the last b
There are other quotations that you can use.
13. Accept any relevant points and reference to Script
Cont. : :

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per 2=+ s »d point (maximu
relevent &té > e-to Scripture

If only one religious w2r 55 . ‘oned, maximum 2 marks + 1 m

= " reference

14.

M”Sllﬂ"" cihng {ear beliefs about the nature of Allah.” Evalu

T,
oS ¥
c-’t“}“ ]

= fon andagamst this statement. You must refer to Muslim tea
@#¥Clusion that follows from your argument.

This question asks what Muslims believe about Allah’s nature and w
beliefs are clear, not about what is said in the Quran. However, thi
you can't refer to the Qur'an as the reason why Muslims believe so

The main points to include here are those in the heading for this ch
suggest that Muslims have coherent beliefs about Allah. Muslims be
e omnipotent

e beneficent You will need to explain wh.
e merciful these terms means and what
e fair (see adalat) about Muslim beliefs abou
e just (see adalat) nature. Don't forget to defin
s immanent what Allah Is like.
e  transcendent e 4

You can refer to the Qur 0 'up‘"t‘ﬁese points. NB You can als

LA prevnous chapter about tawhid. You
& escribe Allah's nature clearly, and give exampl
5 W o aDOUt how Muslims beheve that Ailah s nature is ultima

saymg Allah is unknowable means that it is hard tc have cIear belie

e  The fact that some Muslims may believe that Allah is transcend
known. This means that he is not immanent — close to humani
the world.

e You could discuss Sufism and Sufi belief that Allah is imminent
spirituality and mysticism and try to become one with Allah an
(dhikr Allah).

Other answers/arguments are also possible!

One argument with justification

Different arguments for and against, with justificetion
OR Several linked, justified arguments for = ition

Good, well-justified argumen‘f< “aiar - _.;anist linked together

Accept any refevant point or justification
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4. Angels

16.

Question

Number Answer/Mark Scheme
In Islam, which angel delivered the Quran to Muhammad?
a) Jibril v ;

15. by Mika'il

c) Israfeel
d) Iblis .
Give the nariie '

o feux not to repeat Jibrill You could answer with the names of
o o
..fS in the chapter, such as Mika'il, Israfeel or Malik.

Accept any relevant point, T mark per point (maximu

17.

Explain two ways in which Muslim beliefs about the role of angels in

To get full marks here, you need to make two points about Muslim
angels. Make sure that you develop each point to get the additiona
include:

e Muslims believe that the angel Jibril (Gabriel) has delivered rev
the prophets, including Muhammad. Therefore, they follow th
Qur'an, believing it has come from Allah.

e Muslims believe that angels protect people from death until it i
— therefore, they may be less scared about dying, as they believ
them die until it is the right time for them. |

¢ Muslims believe that there are anqelf S on their shoulder
good and bad deeds, which may infi - {:g them to try to do go
they believe that All~" sy o v evesythmg which they do.

¢ Muslims bpfu i tha a;gels provnde for them, and so they may

g as they believe that Aliah will provide.

Accept any relevant points
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per deveioped point (ma

18.

What do Muslims believe/teach about angels and other supernatur
Refer to Scripture.

Remember that in 5-point questions you do need to refer to Scriptui:

question asks about other supernatural beings, not just angels, soy

and Shaytan, but remember that it asks about the Qur'an’s teaching

teachings in general. Your points could include:

e Angels and supernatural beings are mentioned many times in th:

e  The Qur'an says that Shaytan makes humans and jinn commit e
‘whispering into hearts’.

s  Explanations of angels, jinn and Shaytan. :

¢  The Qur'an outlines duties of angels o f}ple, it says that t
the time; do exactly as Allab «on -’nr ibril ‘brought down t
Allah (to Muhamm> .

e The Qur ar, = S at angeis were created by Allah and tha

relevant reference to Scripture
If only one religious way is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 m
reference
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Question
Number

Answer/Mark Scheme

19.

‘Angels aren’t one of the main Shi‘a beliefs, so they can’t be important in Islam
Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teaching. Rea
conclusion that follows from your argument.

Answering this question includes:
»  Showing that you know that belief in angels is one of the six main beliefs
Islam, but that it is not one of the five Shi‘a artiz!~ - & iith,

s
You also n®ed to discuss the statement in more depth. Here, the statement th

angels can’t be important in Islam is untrue — angels play a very important role

e  Show that you know this by giving examples. The main one would be tha
played a central role in relaying Allah’s message to Muhammad.

e  You could write about the other roles of angels, e.g. in the Day of Judgem
guarding heaven and hell, and in recording good and bad deeds.

e You could include the example of how Mika'il and Jibril made Muhammac
pure so that he could undertake the Night Journey to receive instructions
prayer.

e There are also accounts of angels being present at the Battle of Badr, help
Muslims.

You could perhaps argue that other parts of a Muslim’s faith are more importa
angels, such as belief that Allah is one, but you can t Su < fully say that ange
important at alll. Remember — a/ways back uo» ol ar L nents

One argument with justification ..~ . 1-3
4-6
Good, w d‘;? ‘ﬂed arguments for and against, linked together 7-9
| T T ey
Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and against, linked 10-1
— e

together and leading to a reasonable conclusion.

Accept any relevant point or justification
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5. Predestination and human freedom

Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number
What is the name given to the idea that everything that happens has
already by Allah?
20 a) predestination v/
' b} judgement
¢) human freedom
d) justice S
Name two sou. l\’ _hn beliefs about the Day of Judgement.
21. w Che Hadlth

;t any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

22.

Expiam two ways in which belief in predestination may influence a M

e Sunnis and Shi'as agree that there will be a Day of Judgement —
Sunni articles of faith and one of the five key Shi'a beliefs.

e They both believe that on this day Allah will resurrect (bring bac
people who have died.

e  Everyone will be judged according to his or her actions.

e Those who are good will go to paradise (heaven —jannah) and t

lived bad lives to hell (jahannam).

All these beliefs mean that Muslims ensure that they behave well so
judged favourably and go to heaven.

For your second point, you could develop one of these points:

s  Allah is fair, so he will not judge people for things that would nc
possible. This means that Muslims shoul = t focus on things t
be able to do. s |

¢ Only Allah knows when the Ty f 1 g,emen'{ will come, and n¢
this. This means th~' 3 ds ; s must behave weli all the time anc
forgivenesc. : e, = ord it is too late.

e _Peool A hoe WOIshxpped faise gods will suffer. Muslims mt

[0 L AW for example, shirk. They must be monotheists at all

u pomts and references to the Qur'an/Hadith etc. would be acce

Accept any relevant points
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

23.

What do Muslims believe and/or teach about predestination? Refer

The 5-mark questions ask you about two teachings/practices and to
As well as making two points and developing/justifying both, you m
Scripture as appropriate for the extra mark. You can't get full marks
this. Again, try to make sure your points are as different as possible
marking gives you credit for every point/development you make.

First of all, make sure you explain what predestination is, and try to ir

term ‘gadar’. :

e Sunni Muslims believe in predestmatmn . idea that Allah kn
that will happen. o

e Some Muslims have a b’ & 3t ah'writes down their destini

. Key teachmgs come from the Qur’an, which says: 'From Allah, ve
hidden on earth or in the heavens’ (3:5) and ‘Knowest thou not t
all that is in heaven and on earth? Indeed it is all in a Record’ (2

e You could include ideas about how Allah is not bound by time i
humans are, which makes predestination possible, etc.
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Question

Answer/Mark Scheme

Number
Accept any relevant points and reference to Scriptu
23 1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximu
Cor; . relevant reference to Scripture

If only one religious way is mentioned .~ ximum 2 marks +

24.

‘Sunni and Shi‘a I\/luslxms dp" L =ly‘ heir befiefs about the Day

To begm make sure you define the term 'Day of Judgement’' (Yawm
[judgement] or Yawm al-Qiyamah [resurrection], the Last Day, or the
Reckoning) and what it means in Islam. Make sure you then go on t
both groups believe about this day — that Allah will resurrect those w
all will be judged and sent to heaven/hell — but also consider whethe
differences and whether these are very (‘widely’) different or not. Ke
are:

e  Both groups believe that there will be a Day of Judgement — it i
Sunni articles of faith and the five key Shi‘a beliefs.

e The main difference that you need to write about is how Sunni
disagree about whether people have free will or not and wheth
knows what will happen during people’s lives (the idea of pred
does lack of free will affect what happen< .~ :he Day of Judge

e« You could try to explain how pre" Ol )n wnd free will are di
predestination does not . ¢ th 2 _nuslims do not have free w
freedom - the g L *” JuSE whether to do good or bad. Th
Allah i§ s ay time in the same way as human beings a

A uiy happen in a person's life, but that person, while

*lh fas the ability to choose how to act and behave.

PYou could include, e. g. the mainly Sunni belief about the Prese

¢ Include information that shows ways in which both groups’ bel

such as that all Muslim beliefs about this day are found in the
only Allah knows when the Day of Judgement will come and th
even Muhammad, can change this; and that everyone will be re

There are many other points that can be written about here.

One argument with justification

Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position

Good, well-justified arguments for and against, linked together

-

Very well argued. Well-justified argumer’. ® ar ’51 against, linked
together and leading to a reascne e féf\.l on.

= ¢ af ity relevant point or justification
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6. Life after death

Question
Number

Answer/Mark Scheme

What is the name of the figure that Shi'a Muslims beineve will return
a) akhirah ;

25. by Qiyamah
c) Mahdiv
d) jannah i
Give two My e
Muslims believe that how you behave in life determines what ha
die, and if you live a bad life you will go to hell on the Day of Ju:
26. ¢  However, because Allah is merciful, people can be spared hell.
e Muslims do not usually believe that those who have already die¢
gone to heaven or hell.
e  Muslims believe that the duties of angels include recording bad
whether someone will go to heaven or hell.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximur:
Explain two ways in which beliefs about akhirah may influence a Mus
To get full marks here, you need to make two points about Muslim k
akhirah. Make sure you explain what this is - beiief in life after death
you develop each point to get the additic7 2t - ; “. You could incluc
s lLifeis like a test and it would he )Ol o 5y af nothmg followed it,
a firm belief in life aftoraey 00
¢ They also bet’ ’tha tow you behave in fife determines what hap
e _Thej: '~ 41 _aéaven and hell {jannah and jahannam), but that
Ine . s people can be spared hell.
V_._,,.AUSilmS do not usually believe that those who have already die
27, gone to heaven or hell: all those who have died will be resurrect

graves for the Day or Judgement.

e Some may believe that ‘enemies of Islam’ such as those who de
one, may go straight to hell on death, and others may believe tk:
have fought for Islam will go straight to paradise.

¢ The fact that Allah has given human beings free will, or human f:
ability to make choices — means that humans are accountable fc
actions and whether they choose to live good or bad lives.

e Muslims believe that humans will be questioned about their acti
Day of Judgement.

Accept any relevm“ spoints

1 mark per simple pomt 2 mnrl S
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Question
Number

Answer/Mark Scheme

28.

What do Muslims believe and/or teach about heaven and hell? Refer to Scrip

The 5-mark questions ask you about two teachings/practices and to refer to S
As well as making two points and developing/justifying both, you must refer t
Scripture as appropriate for the extra mark. You can't get full marks if you do
this. Again, try to make sure your points are as different as possible so that th
marking gives you credit for every point/development you make.

Your answer to this question could include some of 2¢ - s iwing points:

*  Muslims believe in heaven —jannah, or a: s sand hell —jahannam.

e  Most believe that Muslims ha- f e, o ana can choose to act in ways t
mean they go to heave .« ¢ ke

e Allahis fnrgiv’w ;' 2 36\4.1 3 can be forgnven for sins and st:ll go to heave

e  Muslims do not usually believe that those who have already died have al
gone to heaven or hell: all those who have died will be resurrected from
graves for the Day or Judgement.

e Some many believe that ‘enemies of Islam’, such as those who denied th
one, may go straight to hell on death, and others may believe that those
have fought for Islam will go straight to paradise.

e  Some Muslims may believe that Christians and Jews may also go to heav
three faiths have the same root.

e Most believe that people who lived before Muhammad will be allowed to
heaven too.

e Shi'as believe that the Mahdi has to return before judgement can take pl
people go to heaven or hell.

e  Some Muslims disagree over whether people w:ll <H. 1 hell forever or w
they can atone, or make up, for theirsins. ..o~ =~

e Some parts of the Qur'an ta!k ofthar t >nr. _aven levels of hell, dependi

the severity of a person 'S cis, e may believe this.
e The Quran savs:’ .é S "\, . that they do, nothing will be rejected of th
Allaig o ye ’ . ! iose that do right.” In other words, those who have

:e recogmsed when judged.
o It alse® %ys that because Allah is all-knowing peopie’s deeds will be know

‘be paid in full’ — in other words, they wili get what they deserve, in heave

Accept any relevant points and reference to Scripture

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 ma
relevant reference to Scripture
If only one religious way is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for scr
reference
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Question
Number

Answer/Mark Scheme

29.

e  You could try to explain how predestination and free will are different -

¢ Include information such as that Muslim beliefs about this day are found

‘The fact that Allah already knows what will happen means that Muslims don’
have any accountability.” Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teaching. Re
conclusion that follows from your argument.

As usual, think about what keywords you need to define in order to answer th
question. Here, the main term is ‘accountability”: the belief that humans are
responsible for their actions and will be judged on *-.2t * a1 the Day of Judge

=

Then think about what this question i . % sayd. Allah already knows wh
happens’ is the idea of predest..ut 5 . =.explain this. (The question is asking
the point of doing gnri = 2 m~’|"éaay knows the path your life will take and
e\ | - - <judged?) There are many arguments you could ma
| ;th‘éi’Shi’a Muslims often do not believe in predestination. W
differ ™™ does this make to your answer? (It means that Shi'as do have
and accountability!)

predestination does not mean that Muslims do not have free will, or hum
freedom — the ability to choose whether to do good or bad. The differen
Allah is not bound by time in the same way as human beings are. He kn
will ultimately happen in a person’s life, but that person, while he or she i
still has the ability to choose how to act and behave.

Qur‘an and Hadith; only Allah knows when the Day of Judgement will co
that no one, not even Muhammad, can change this; everyone will be resu

One argument with justification 1-3

Different arguments for and against, with justification .~ 4-6

OR Severat linked, justified arguments for one r.oi :’6(_;
rodzan i, tinked together 7-9

Very well argued. Well-i- + < + arents for and against, linked 101

', .3 reasonable conclusion

Good, well-justified arguments fo

"""Accept any relevant point or justification.
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Authority
1. Prophethood

Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number
Which word means prophethood in Isiam
a) Ibrahim -8
30. b) risalah v/ w9
o Hia 200 e

g c2lioh

WU reasons why prophets are important in Islam.

e Prophets are a source of authority in Islam.
31 e They are a way in which Allah communicates his message to pe
e They are Allah’s representatives on earth.

e Allah chose Muhammad as the final prophet who received the
e  Prophets are examples of how to behave in life.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximu

Explain how two prophets gpart from Muhammad have influenced I

Here, you would probably write about Ibrahim and Adam, as these ar
been discussed most. However, you don't have to —if you know abou
then that is fine. Make sure that you develop each point to get the ad

Adam is important because:
o Hewas the first human haj n
¢ HewasthefirstM . 1 1
e Heiscone ;. *bethe first prophet.

Hey o o atedto live on earth as Allah's caliph,

B\ e .atight future generations how to look after the earth.
@Cic built the original Ka'aba.

32.  He taught people how to pray, to repent, what should and shou
etc.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Ibrahim is important in Islam because:

e Heis considered to be the father of the Arab people.

e  Muhammad’s ancestry can be traced back to Adam through Ibr.

e He was against polytheism.

e He rebuilt the Ka'aba.

e He was Ismail’s father.

¢ He was so devoted in this faith — he submitted tc Allah by being
sacrifice Ismail.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Accept any . l: an _points
1 mark per simple poizt, 2, f"A(j,;,»F—fér”"deveioped point (ma
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What do Muslims believe and/or teach about why Ibrahim is important in Isla
Refer to Scripture.

The 5-mark questions ask you about two teachings/practices and to referto S
As well as making two points and developing/justifying both, you must refer t
Scripture as appropriate for the extra mark. You can't get full marks if you do
this. Again, try to make sure your points are as different as possible so that th
marking gives you credit for every point/development you make.

Points include:

e Ibrahimis considered to be the fathe - "t *

e  Muhammad was a descenf‘j,. R

33. . Ibrahum saw that n. worsh:ppmg many false gods or idols — wa

gcd - ooy was one and wanted to discover more about him.

‘he wa aba after it had been used by polytheists.

L nentioned many times in the Qur'an.

e Allah tests Ibrahim’s devotion by asking him to sacrifice his son Ismail in
Quran surah 37.

e Ibrahim’s willingness to do as Allah asks is an example for Muslims.

e He was devoted in his faith and proved his submission to Allah.

41’ people through his so

Accept any relevant points and reference to Scripture

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 ma
relevant reference to Scripture
If only one religious way is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for scriptural

"All prophets are equally important in Islam.” Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teaching. Re
conclusion that follows from your argument.

Don't forget to define what is meant by a prophet anr‘ 2 ?jon that propheth
called risalah. 1

Points to discuss include: 2

e  For Muslims the Gy ‘dUthOl aty is Allah.
thoy o e 50 ‘et sources of authority in Istam, including prophet
\e e way in which Allah communicates his message to peopl
W5 lieve that the first prophet was Adam, but there were thousan

AdOOD NOILO4dSNI

others.
e They include Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), Dawood (David) and Isa
¢ Muhammad was the ‘seal’ of the prophets, or the final messenger from Al
e Don't forget that although Muhammad lived around 1,400 years ago, Mu
believe that Islam goes back much further.
e You need to know about Muhammad, Ibrahim and Adam, so you could g
information about these three prophets.

34.

They key point here is that Islam does have many prophets (nubuwwah) but t
important — the ‘seal’ of the prophets and the final prophet — is Muhammad.
this does not mean that others are not very important. Many played crucial r
Islam’'s development.

COPYRIGHT
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One argument with justification il

Different arguments for and agamsf v' ‘ . !fu.uaon
OR Several linked, justified ar2 it 1. L./0he position

; i
Good, well-justifia” ¢+~ ; & 167 and against, linked together 7-9 9

Very we
together edx\""

d. Nen—Justn‘zed arguments for and against, linked
#:ding to a reasonable conclusion.

g

Education

Accept any relevant point or justification
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2. The holy books

Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number
What is the meaning of the name ‘Qur'an’?
a) duty
35. b) reading

c) example
d) recitation v’

Name two holy bookf T m S writin

Here, youi ¢ u A
e ¢  Psalms (Zabur)

36. -
¢ Gospels {Injil)
f orah (Tawrat) e Scrolis of Abraham
Accept any relevant point, T mark per point (maximu

Explain two ways in which the Qur'an influences Muslims’ daily lives.

You could mention any two of the following, but make sure that you

point to get the additional mark.

e Muslims believe that it contains the word of Allah, revealed to M
Angel Jibril, so they should follow it in all aspects of life.

e Asitis divinely inspired, it conveys truths about Allah that shou

37. everyday life.

e It teaches Muslims what is right and wrong, how to behave and
and fair, so it can be used as a guide and a source of knowledg

¢ Because it is used by all Muslims it can be said to strengthen th
worldwide community of Muslims. A

Acceptany - N ;r pomts
1 mark per simple point 2 aaﬂ . d8veioped pomt (ma

What do Mustims teach - 7 0

Refer to Scnpturc 'y
5o Lo ozitions ask you about two teachings/practices and to

i s makmg two points and developing/justifying both, you m

@ e as appropriate for the extra mark. You can't get full marks

this. Again, try to make sure your points are as different as possible
marking gives you credit for every point/development you make.

Here, you need to be clear about which religious writings in Islam ar

Christian: the Torah, Psalms and Gospel. You could include:

e Muslims believe that other religious writings, which are also im
Christianity and Judaism, were revealed by Allah before the Qur
(Tawrat in Arabic), Psalms (Zabur) and the Gospel of Jesus (Injil)

e The Torah was given to Moses — Musa — who is also important i

38. says: 'It was We who revealed the law (to Moses): therein was g

¢  The Psalms — prayers, poems and worship songs to God — were
Dawood, or David, who is a prophet in Islam.

¢ Muslims also believe that the Gospel of I=~~  the prophetIsa i
important. 4

¢  You could add that the f‘u ol T e ews and Chnstlans ‘People

because of the co7 4 ) ‘s of these three falths

However. ¢ =~ *

Accept any relevant points and reference to Scriptu

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximunr
relevant reference to Scripture
If only one religious way is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 ma
reference
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Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number

‘The Qur'an should be the only source of authority for Muslims.” Evaluate this

statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teaching. Rea

conclusion that follows from your argument.

This question requires you to know about holy books and religious writings ot!

the Qui'an that are important in Islam. Remember {o define what the Qur'an i:

what the name means (‘recitation’). The main point here is *hat the Qur'an is tk

source of authority for Muslims, but that other book~ = - 4 portant.

Points to discuss are:

*  Oneof the main behefs of Il .

[ ]

[ ]

o8 J}e word of Allah,

o The QUran is divinely inspired.

e Itisalso a guide for Muslims.

e It shows them how to be good and fair, and contains knowledge.

e Itisused by all Muslims so strengthens the ummah.

e  You could include the point that Muslims believe that the Qur'an in Arabic
most authentic, and that translations do not convey the message of Allah
same beauty.

e The Qur'an corrects errors in previous religious writings, including the Jew:
Christian writings. It is the completion of these other books.

e  You could include how the Qur'an is treated by Muslims. Other holy books &
religious writings, while always treated with respect, are not treated in the sa

39. However:

¢ You could argue that passages of the Qur'an that were revealed to Muhar:

were passed around by word of mouth, so you coir!~ iestion the effect ¢

s

(accidental change, etc.) — does this make? =y
that other sources are needed, e.0 H-~th. .+~
e Muslims do consult othe| bosc, U= veed fmther guidance. Some may

consult experts in Is‘ Lt mosques etc.
) Muslimegse 1a i,

. “e .o its authority and

ctions of writings about the life of the Prophet

'*d * nwcontain his sayings and teachings. These are categorise

;that are most likely to go back to Muhammad's original
wordsymeaning.

e  These can guide Muslims as to how to live life according to the Qur'an an
to understand and follow its teachings. Sometimes the Qur'an can be har
understand or to apply to the modern day, and other sources may help.

e Sunnah can also be used as a guide to worshipping Allah and to how to b
and, like Hadith, can help to clarify and give additional information.

e Don't forget that Muslims believe that other religious writings were reveal
Allah before the Qur'an — Torah (Tawrat), Psalms (Zabur) and the Gospels
(Injil).

One argument with justification 1-3

Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several tinked, justified arguments for one position

: ge iwer 7-9

Good, well-justified arguments for and agamst *dt A

Very well argued. Well-justified argum:=
together and leading to a reasc 1
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3. The imamate in Shi’a [slam: its role and significance

Question

Number Answer/Mark Scheme

In Shi‘a Islam, how many Imams succeeded Muhammad as leaders o

a) four
40. by eight
c) ten
d) twelve v

Give the n>r 2 4 \,of the ‘Rightly Guided Caliphs".

™
M i ¢ four, sO you can choose any two from:

iy

G bu Bakr
41 s Umar

e Uthman

e Al

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximunr

Explain two ways in which disagreement over who should succeed M
influenced the development of Islam.

You need to be clear about why groups disagreed over who should s

Muhammad, and that this caused the Sunni/Shi‘a division. For yourt

why this happened, you could include:

¢ Muhammad’s followers disagreed as some thought that his suc
family member and blood relative, and Ali, his cousin and the fir
Islam, was closest. These became Sh* e

42. «  Others believed that Abu Bak-, b (R » md s closest friend and
the first person out<! ’s W qmads famtiy to become a Muslit
him. These k.2 e “Canis.

e Thefis ¢ .5 Were both a religious and a political group, so

"hc xt,ng a blood relative of Muhammad was not necessary, sc

iéuc“‘ - Abu Bakr should succeed even though he wasn't a blood re

" Muhammad.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Accept any relevant points
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (ma>
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Question

Number Answer/Mark Scheme

‘Belief in the Imamate is the main difference between Sunni and Shi‘a Muslim
Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Muslim teaching. Re
conclusion that follows from your argument.

As with any question that asks you to evaluate or discuss a statement, you ne
show that you know what it means. Here, the main term to axplain is Tmama
must write about what this is and how belief in this ==~ - 5 difference betwe
and Shi'a Muslims. This means that you needt /w ,auout the disagreemen
who should be the successor of M A hat fed to these two groups for

Sunnis and Shi'as. Others include difference in prayer times/movements,
belief in the Mahdi (although some Sunni share this), the Shi‘a stress on
figures in Islam and martyrdom (e.g. Husayn) that Sunni sometimes disap
43. and differences in the Shahadah.

e As with most questions like this, you can argue either way, but make sure
back up what you say with correct information.

e  However, it's difficult to say that the differences between Shi‘a and Sunni
stem from what happened after Muhammad died.

e If you have done some extra research about Shi‘a Islam you may know th
Shi'as believe that there were 12 Imams, e.g. a group called the Ismailis h
Imams after the twelfth went into hiding or disappeared (the ‘occultation
other words, there are differences of opinion about what the Imamate is

AdOOD NOILO4dSNI

Shi‘as too. =
One argument with justification o 1-3
Different arguments for and agairt. v ity s, ﬁcation 46
™2 1. for one position
Good, well 'f,ifi v rits for and against, linked together 7-9
\9 — =
Very wel w&wﬁ Well—;ustaﬂed arguments for and against, linked 101
together ™ leading to a reasonable conclusion.

Accept any relevant point or justification
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