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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching of GCSE OCR Religious Studies, Component
Group 1. Christianity Beliefs and Teachings & Practices are covered, and questions and activities are included to
test students’ knowledge and ability, and to help them engage with the topics.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate concepts.

Keywords and Bible quotes are included to help students to understand the Always check the exam board'’s

material and to further their grasp of the subjects. A brief introduction to website for new information,
the course and answering exam questions is provided for students at the including changes to the
start, and answers and a mark scheme are included at the end. specification and sample

assessment material.

Questions are designed to be similar to those asked by OCR, however some
questions may be more complex than those which would be asked in an exam, but are included to help students
learning. These include questions 5, 13, 16 and 22.

’

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or complement to a textbook, as a class text or for
independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific classroom activity or
homework.

This specification covers a particularly broad range, in terms of time periods covered and different aspects of a
Christian’s faith and Christianity’s impact on their lives. This should both inform students and develop their
thinking, enabling them to approach issues from different points of view.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without oversimplification,
while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout we have tried to present all views
in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their exams. It
should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they want to teach to
their class.

June 2017

Endorsement update, December 2017

. Improved definition for ‘profane’.

. Improved minor grammar points throughout.

. Amended some exam questions to better match the depth required for the exam.
. Added clarification that the mark schemes provided are simplified version of OCR’s.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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(nfroduction to the Course and How t

Questions

This course aims to cover many aspects of Christianity and to assess your un
be aware that Christianity is one of many different beliefs and traditions in Gre
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism. Christianity is currently the |
and is closely linked with the culture.

The range of material covers several subject areas: what Christians believe, and
take part in, and how the Church as a whole operates. There will be reference t
of Christianity to Christians; the influence of beliefs, teachlngs and practices on Ch
points of view from within Christianity. These are relnforc th reference to th

”,.A.we mformatlon you nee
.oLons: Not all the questions an
boue answered in particular ways.

This course companion is designed to equm o)l |
knowledge and ability to answer rel=*2 -
exam-style, but those wh|ch

The exam bz L n ogive qU|ck facts and statements, as well as
asking you =4 Le and ‘outline’. They will also ask you to ‘explain’
and ‘discuss % , opinions and practices. When answering all
questions it is important to try to use technical terms where possible, and
to write well, using both a style that is easy to follow and correct spelling
and grammar. More or less writing will be required, depending on the
number of marks. Try to spend as little time as possible on the shorter
questions to allow yourself more time for the longer ones.

There will be two parts, each including three 3-mark questions, one 6-mark
question, and one 15-mark question. These questions

could be on any material which you have learnt.

Three extra marks are given for spelling,

punctuation and grammar

on the first 15-mark

The 3-mark questions have varied formats. You could be a
question. This also goes | to describe something, such as a term; to outline a

for the other belief/teaching; to state or name three things; or to give thr
religion you study. reasons for something. You might be asked what something
how something happened, or why something is the case / is
important.
Do not let the different wording throw you off — essentially t
are two formats. In one, you will be asked to give three thin

Hopefully, this resource
will be interesting and

informative, and help which case you can be brief about each point — you will get
you to achieve mark for each of the three things. In the other, you will be askz
good results. for one thing — therefore you need to go into some more det:

make sure that you make at least three noints or examples a
the one thing to get three ma '

The 6-mark que Cu to explain something often the imp¢

m <. show both knowledge and understanding, and anaIyS|s and evali
cannot get top marks without analysis and evaluation. You may get
making a point, developing it, giving an example, or making some a

1 1

The 15-mark question is the longest. You will need to discuss a statement. This mean
for and against the statement (so agreeing with it, and also suggesting an alternative ;
good reasons for all the points you make and link them together well. You should com:
convincing side of the argument (based on the arguments you have given!) and sayin

need to refer to sources of wisdom and authority, such as the Bible or church teachi
refer to similar and different views within Christianity and analyse and evaluate t
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COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

i

| Edw:ut’ion




Beliefs and Teachin:

A key part of any religion is its beliefs and teachings. These are particularls
especially mainstream branches, compared to many other world religions ¢
Buddhism) which can be seen to be more practice-focused. Teachings car:
the Bible, Old Testament and New Testament; from the Church, often ex
theologians and philosophers who have sought to answer difficult ques’ue%
Christians, and different Church denominations, have different beliefs, deg:
teachings and on which teachings they accept.

Keywords: .y
+ Bible - the Christian Scrlpturn' v de wopof the Old and New Testaments
¢ creed-a statement -

.

.

. 3

. theologlan — someone who studies religion and God

Nature of God

Christians have many different beliefs about the nature of God — what Goc
basis in the Bible, and also in Christian tradition. Not all beliefs fit neatly w
have reasons for believing that God has characteristics which might somet
each other.

Keywords:
+ apostles — Jesus’ disciples who had had an encounter with him after his res
Christianity

Book of Job —a book in the Bible about one man's suffering

disciples — followers, here of Jesus, often referring to his closest twelve mal
Evangelical — a type of Protestant (usually), often concerned with being spi
faith — here, belief in God and trust in him

free will — the ability to choose what to do

idolatry — worshipping something other than God, which is forbidden in Ck:
just —fair, right and good

law (Jewish) — what the Jews followed in order sas ?God. Many Christi
this by dying and rising, so that Christiar- ¢ 1 re “.ave to follow it anymore
miracle —in Christianity, somp’rL ¢ ‘W ¢ 1 appears to be done by God and se¢
parables — stories WI*"‘ noy meanlng, for the purpose of teaching

L R R R 2R 2ER R R 2

sin — something that separates people from God, going against God's will
Ten Commandments — ten important rules given to the prophet Moses by
Trinity — the concept that God is one being, but three persons
vision — a type of experience where God, or a messenger of God or sign frc¢

* S & & 6 S o
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Meaning of Key Terms
Christians believe that God is:

4 Benevolent

Christians believe that God is loving (benevolent). Many believe that he is &
that his love is without limits. God's love is referred to throughout the Bibl
guides and cares for the Jewish people, and helps them in times of trouble.
further in the New Testament — Christians believe that God sent his son, Je
believe that this allowed humans to be saved from sin, and to have a chan
God and eternal life. They feel that this is the ultimate exoression of love —

‘For God so loved the world that hps", i - iy on, so that everyone wh
perish but may have eternal ''". - 49 o “God did not send the Son into the

4 Omniscient

Many Christians believe that God is all-knowing (omniscient). Most feel th
is to know about the world, and also knows everyone’s thoughts and feelir:
that God knows the future. Some feel that he knows exactly what will hap
which people will make, and the time at which they will make them. Other
knowledge of what will happen, but he does not know in advance every de:
make, or everything which will happen to someone. God's knowledge is d:
when he knows where Jonah has run away to (Jonah 1), and when Jesus kr
(e.g. Matthew 9:3-5). God shows his knowledge in the Book of Job, wher:
asks Job if he has knowledge of many ways of the world; indicating that Ge
which humans do not (Job 38-42). Jesus also taught about God's knowlec
number of hairs on someone’s head, and of all that is hidden (Matthew 10

‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you...” (Jeremiah 1:5 NRSV)
’... God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.” (1 John 3:20 N

4 Omnipotent

Christians all believe that God is powerful, and many - 5 e
that he is all-powerful (omnipotent). Most be iev. *. at thls
power is physical and spiritual e.ct % twu created the
world, and can also give 1~ ¢ 1.2r strength and help
them to makgaslec's = < ¢ Bible demonstrates God's
power; it t! h that he sent plagues on Egypt (Exodus 7—
12); helped™ wish people to win in battle (in several
books of the Old Testament); raised Jesus from the dead
(see the end of the Gospels); and showed his power in many
other ways. Those Christians who knew Jesus believed that
they experienced God's power first hand, and those who feel
that they have experienced miracles will also feel that they
have experienced God's power. Many Christians feel that

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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God is omnipotent because they cannot imagine how much power it must
universe — they can see the extent of God'’s creation in nature.

‘It is he who made the earth by his power, who established the world by hi:
understanding stretched out the heavens.” (Jeremiah 10:12 NRSV)

‘But Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for Go
(Matthew 19:26 NRSV)

4 A judge
Christians believe that God judges all humans — he ev2!: tes their
behaviour. God is seen to be just — he will de ..i 1t “{’fan and right,
and this involves rewarding and puric .. - !\/im.y Christians feel that
ultimate judgement will com = tiezd of their lives and/or at the
end of time. They l"-\ L= bod W|IIJudge and decide who is good
: . ard the good and punish the bad. Jesus taught

: rned with both thoughts and actions, and that he
will judge people at the end of time based on whether or not they help ot
of the sheep and the goats — Matthew 25:31-46 in the section on £schator
Jesus also teaches that those who do not believe in him will be judged har

/ “You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” ButIsa
looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his
(Matthew 5:27-28 NRSV)

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, ther:
his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
shepherd separates the sheep [good people] from the goats [bad people]

‘Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believ
\ because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” (John :

4 Eternal
Christians believe that God is eternal — that he has always existed and alwa
very different from humans — he has not been created by someone else, ar
to death.

‘Before the mountains were brought forth, or eve ..n hd formed the eartk:
everlasting to everlasting you are God.” (Psa m'¢

4 Transcendent ;
Many Chrig o - nat God is transcendent; outside of time and the ;-
the Bible d% God as transcendent, and Christians can understand tha:
he cannot be contained within it. Similarly, if God knows what is going on
the future, he is not contained within time.

‘Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down
(Psalm 113:5-6 NRSV)

Course Companion for GCSE OCR Component 1: Christianity Page 5 of 113
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4 Immanent

Many Christians believe that God is immanent; active in the world, and kn
that they have experienced visions and/or miracles, or that their prayers I
have happened, they would require God to be active in the world — God w
in the world to interact with people in the Old Testament, and to come to

“"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall name him Emmanuel”, which means,
“God is with us.”” (Matthew 1:23 NRSV)

4 Personal - "
Most Christians believe that God i< » s ¢ . al uod, who wants to
have a relationship with hl o vA, x mey believe he has spoken
to humans thmugh i 2 \fecorded in the Bible) and sent his
son Jesus | e _ure that he and humans could have a
complete ré ship. God has made himself known, for example
through visions and Jesus, and through other means such as
scripture and prayer.

“But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark
and your sons’” wives with you.” (Genesis 6:18 NRSV)

*And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glo
only son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14 NRSV)

4 Forgiving

Christians believe that God is forgiving, and that Jesus died for the forgive
that if they repent of their sins then God will accept their faults and will not
the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-32 teaches that God is like a loving father, &
turns away from their sin and returns to him. Christians may also believe t::
others, God will not forgive them, as Jesus taught this when he taught his §§
(Matthew 6:9-15). (This may motivate them to forgive, as they do not want.

‘But while he was still far off, his father saw him_» v ‘s filled with comps
around him and kissed him.’ (Luke 15: 2f‘ N 53 a

,3 e forglven our debtors... For if yo
Ler wﬂl also forgive you; but if you do not fox
apasses " (Matthew 6:12, 14-15 NRSV)

‘And forgive us our debts, Pz
trespasses, your he"§ .
Father fegaive: > 1.
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Christianity is:

4 Monotheistic

This means that Christians believe in one God. Christians do not believe in
idols. This is forbidden in the Old Testament in the first two of the Ten Cc
rules which many Christians try to follow.

‘T am the LORD your God... you shall have no other gods before me. You sha
idol... You shall not bow down to them or worship them...” (Exodus 20:2-5

Significance of these Characteristics
The belief that God has these characteristics is very significant for Christiar:

God being benevolent and forgiving is <i ni ic e:caJse Christians fee!
They can put faith in him that hn ar e them and will not punish the
wrong and try to do betts ’< surbe comfortmg Many Chrlstlans feel

God’s omniscience, omnipotence and eternity are significant to Christiar:
power. They may be in awe of him. It means that Christians feel that they
beyond human limitations. They are also likely to be grateful to God for ct

It is significant for Christians that God is a judge because this means that
their behaviour — just because God is loving does not mean that anything ¢
to live good lives so that God will not judge them harshly.

Transcendence is a significant characteristic because it reminds Christians
them. Immanence is an important characteristic because it reminds Chrisi,
their lives. There are several approaches to the apparent contradiction
between a God who is both immanent and transcendent. Most Christians
believe that God is a Trinity (three persons), and the Catholic Church
teaches that God the Father is transcendent, while God the Son and God
the Spirit are immanent. This is partly due to the teaching of St Paul.
However some other Christians feel that all persons of God are, somehow,
able to be outside of time and space, but be active in the world at the
same time — because they believe that as God is omnipotent, he would
not be limited in any way.

” Who can hide in

‘Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and nota G704
and earth? says the L¢:

I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I nct £

God being personal e ' nicto Chrlstlans because it means that they
‘ e |nteract with him in their everyday lives.

rit Is very significant for Christians, because it affects their wors
believe that they should focus on God and should not place too high an ir:
or worship another person or object, because this comes between them ar::
significant to Christianity because it differs from the religion practised thrc:
Testament — there is evidence that the Jewish people in much of the Old T¢
they worshipped their God, but believed in the existence of other gods, an:
them. Christianity teaches strongly (as does modern-day Judaism) that no
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Common and Divergent Emphases on these Characteristics by Differi

All Christians believe that God is benevolent and forgiving, and that God |
conservative Christians tend to emphasise obedience to exact teachings of
strict master (though they still see him as loving). Conservative Christians
denominations, but there are many conservative Catholics and Orthodox ..
evangelical Christians. More liberal Christians tend to emphasise God's lc:
his judgement. Protestant churches such as the Methodist Church and the ¢
Quakers and Pentecostal Christians emphasise God as personal, because 1
their lives and try to be guided by God directly. While (most) Christians fe:
relationship with God and accept his immanence, churches such as the Ce
are more likely to emphasise God'’s transcendence . ifference betwee:
inability to fully know God as well as they em; 4. < .ae mystery of God.

(so he knovis#iat will happen to humans,
and as he created them, he set this in
motion). Some Christians who believe in
complete free will, where humans always
have the option to choose, or reject,
salvation, will emphasise God’s omniscience
less, as his omniscience can be taken to
contradict real free will (if God knows what
you will do before you choose it, did you really choose it?). Christians whc
do not see God as omnipotent, but rather see him as having spiritual powe:
their hearts and minds) but not complete physical power. .

Michelangelo’s Creation of
creating

Often these different interpretations are based on different interpretations
passages. Those Christians who focus on God as benevolent, forgiving, im
emphasise the person of Jesus, immanent in the world and providing a pe:
They feel that his main teachings are on love and forgiveness. They will als
power of love rather than his physical power.

judge often place greater importance on the details of the Old Testament
God's physical power, his awesomeness, and hISJUdC’ nt are clearly de
also take Jesus' teachings aboutJudgemenf Viay'er 'Jsly

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

All Christians believe in Oohe T h " i Jvmle malnstream Christians believe ir
below, some Qlnit~ 2 .. \_ve that this is not really believing in one God
| Lhristians do. This is because they do not believe that i%
el that it has been interpreted inaccurately (or that some ;&

1)  What does God being omnipotent mean?

i
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2) Why is the Christian God seen as a judge?
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Concept of God as a Trinity of

The Trinity is a concept within Christianity Importar:
which refers to the belief that the Christian The persons of God are usu
God is both one being and three persons at | Christians may believe that G
the same time. The three persons are God God is not gendered, but th:
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy attributed to him by a male-
Spirit. However, there is unity within God — Genesis 1:27 says that both r
there are not three separate gods. This Gﬁq s Image, Imﬁlymﬁj tgat G
seems rather confusing, and it has caused ¢ r,'St'amty te?c es the dang
-y figure.- he is seen as much:
much controversy and debate within h .
= human character:
Christianity. Not all Christians belleve inth2
Trinity, but most do. i s b

. * a1, Jesus was raised up into heaven after his resurrection

. 5 re, immersion in water to symbolise spiritual cleansing

+ divine- godly, above humanity

¢ gospel — means ‘good news’; the four books at the start of the New Testan:
.

.

.

ministry — here, Jesus' work of teaching and healing
Pentecost — when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples after Jesus' as
resurrection — coming back to life after dying; Christians believe Jesus was

The Trinity and the Relationship between the Father, Son and Holy S¢

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are seen as one being, but three
persons. As such, they may share knowledge, but also interact with
each other.

There is biblical support for different persons of God the Trinity.
+ Genesis, the first book of the Bible, refers to both ‘God’ and 'the
spirit of God’ (Genesis 1:1-2 NRSV). .

+ Inthe New Testament Jesus addresses the creator God, who
was worshipped by the Jews, as ‘Father’ (e.g. Matthew 5:16 NRSV).

¢ Jesus was referred to in the Gospels as the ‘Son of God' (e.g. Mark 1:1
and when early Christians worshipped him as God they distinguished
this way.

+ At Pentecost, the early disciples received the Hf’ ' pirit, sent by Jesu
descended on them like flames (Acts 2). "¢ * :,iSplrlt is thought to

The Father

God the Father is belle\'° ot

humanity. L - ibecause he decided to create humanity and als
Christians ey'would not be here, and would not have a hope of I

powerful, ar®the God who was in contact with the Jewish people in the O
perfect, and an example for Christians.

‘In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth w:
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God (Or: whi
swept over the face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:1-2 NRSV)

‘Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48 N

Course Companion for GCSE OCR Component 1: Christianity Page 9 of 113
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The Son
Jesus is believed to be the Son of God (and the same as God). He is believ
Creation, and to have come to Earth to save humanity. He is significant fo
believe that it is through him that they have been saved and can have a re
heaven after death.

[ ‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (1\§§

The Spirit
The Holy Spirit is often seen to be the Person of God who communicates v
he has spoken through prophets, and, as promised ! | sus, was sent to t
(this event is known and celebrated as Per*e« ost :hat God would be p
Christians say that he lives in their ">, 2 is significant to Christians as
they can continually experi= =~

g ed with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages
them ability.” (Acts 2:3-4 NRSV)

i Activity

1 Find a Bible quote (not one given) which refers to one or more of the
1 .

I Hint: try one of the Gospels, or Paul's letters.

All the Persons — Together
One good example in the Bible where all the different Persons of God are i
(see Matthew 3:13-17). Jesus begins his ministry by being baptised, and
approval of Jesus as the Holy Spirit descends to be with Jesus.

‘And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suc
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove ar;
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I a:
(Matthew 13:16-17 NRSV)

Authority Structure
Some Christians believe that there is an authority structure within the Trin
of the Son and Spirit (and some also believe that the ©. has power over t

Passages such as Philippians 2:5-8 r2 ¢« ,,tefpfeted in different ways in t!
passage describes Jesus a< =+ al'v 12 od (the Father), however, it also she
God — which cauld " = ¢ imply that the Father is in charge of the So

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was ;
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptiec
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he h
obedient to the point of death —even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8 N

There are also verses where Jesus talks about asking the Father to send, or
Spirit. These could be interpreted to mean that the Father (and Son) have
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‘And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be wit:
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him i
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” (John 14:16-17 NR*

‘And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here ir:
clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49 NRSV)

-

[ssues Related to the Nature of God and Different Attitudes fo God &

The Trinity raises issues for the nature of God — can three persons be God
really three persons? '

The Trinity as Expressed in the Arc .. % Treed
The Apostles’ Creed is an ez fﬂan "’x_.,.i cfeed which is attributed to some o
this may be mvth) "~ 41,10 have existed since at least the fourth cent
o s today was written several hundred years later. It give
God the Fa¥ out Jesus his Son, and about the Holy Spirit. However, i
being divine. This raises questions about whether early Christians, such as
that Jesus was God.

The Trinity as Expressed in the Nicene Creed

Because Christians in the early Church were not sure exactly how to
describe the Trinity, there were different opinions. One priest called Arius,
for example, did not think that Jesus was God. However, a bishop called
Athanasius argued that he was. Different people and groups had varying
ideas. The Emperor Constantine was fed up with the disputes and called a
Church council (a meeting of Christian figures of authority) in 325 CE to
decide the matter — this was the first Council of Nicaea (named after the
place where it was held). The Nicene Creed was not actually completed
until the first Council of Constantinople in 381 CE, but by then it was
decided that God was one substance, one being, but that he contained
three different Persons — this granted Jesus full divine status. Many
Christians accept these teachings today and believe that Jesus was fully Gc
and fully human — this will be dealt with further in the section on
Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension.

The Creed mainly contains what Christians believe abot't the three Persons
of the Trinity, as well as some statements about | s+ nf and other

Christian beliefs about the Church and Jive fte eath You will be familia
with some of these from the se: : ‘

" Vt_

#

he Nicene Creed states that:

er made the world and everything else.
Jesus is also God, and everything was created by him / with his help, a
Jesus came to Earth as a human, born of the Holy Spirit and his mother
Jesus died, rose, and ascended to heaven.

Jesus will come at the end of time to judge humanity (those alive and
The Holy Spirit gives life and has influenced prophets.

* & 6 6 6 o o

v htto.//anglicansonline.org/basics/nicene.html
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The Emperor Charlemagne, alive in the eighth and ninth
centuries, made an addition to the Nicene Creed, based on
theology from St Augustine. Previously, the Creed had
claimed that the Holy Spirit ‘proceeds from the Father’, but
this was changed to ‘the Father and the Son’. The Orthodox
Church disagreed with this alteration, because they saw no
reason for it, and this is one of the reasons for their split
from the Catholic Church.

ﬁl;

by the b s has existed since creation and that th
D - . .ading foretelling Jesus).

the different Persons of God in different ways — they pe

The Oneness of God
As stated above, Christians believe in one God, not three gods. So God's r
However, believing in the Trinity raises issues for this. The Old Testament
one, and believing that he is three persons seems to go against this. Othe
as Judaism and Islam believe in one God and reject the idea of any differe
Christians who worship the Trinity have faced accusations of idolatry — wc:
and going against the Ten Commandments. It can be seen that belief in i
teachings of the Bible.

[ ‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.” (Deuteronomy 6:4 NI

However, Christians argue that they do believe in one God, and that this is
Testament — they may argue that the Trinity is a mystery, and while it may
one being in three persons, Christians accept this on faith — anything is pc
there are references in the Old Testament which can be taken to imply tha:
There are also references to God's Spirit (e.g. in Genesis 1), so belief in the
support from Old Testament passages.

‘Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our im»~ " according to our li

¢ sike one of us, knowing

‘Then the LORD God said, “See, the man “as 5
(Genesis 3:22 NRSV) =

Those Chrige? . .o hot believe in the Trinity, Jews, and scholars have,
alternative or such passages. It could be that God is speaking to -
speaks about himself in a plural way (like using the royal ‘we); or that the
those who wrote them — that there were multiple gods. Jews would also a:
Spirit etc. do not refer to a different person of God, in the same way that it
you would not be referring to another person.
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Unitarian Christians, such as Christadelphians, do not accept belief in the Tr::
person that mainstream Christians would refer to as the Father). They belie.
Spirit are not references to a different person, but to the same God. They L.
save humanity, but that he was human. However, as Jesus did not sin, he v

Christadelphians have a reasonable basis for interpreting from the Bible th
actually God. Other than John 1 (which was arguably added to John's Gos:
authors), the Gospels do not refer to Jesus as God/divine, but as God's So::
thing. There are also occasions where Jesus seems to separate himself fro::
God’s (the Father’s) knowledge, or appears to lack God’s power. Many Ch: .
human body gave him limitations / Jesus chose to limit his power / God th.
God the Son / God the father may even have knowledf“ whlch God the Sc:

Bible is open to interpretation in this way.
:.Je the Messmh the Son of the living God.”

f ‘Simon Peter answeze:
ey son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed

1ew 16:16-17 NRSV)

0 him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alo:

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 1:
Father.” (Matthew 24:36 NRSV)

‘Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honour, except in their
own kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no deed of power there
\ hands on a few sick people and cured them.” (Mark 6:4-5 NRSV)

While the Trinity does raise some issues for belief in God as one, it also has :
was truly God, then humans have experienced God and his nature directly, &
from God. This gives Christians confidence that they know God, as they can

Transcendence and Immanence

As seen in the section on the Nature of God, belief in the Trinity can actua
God being both transcendent and immanent - if different persons of the
characteristics.

Influence Today

+ Most Christians believe in the Trinity.

+ Some Churches use creeds, such as the Nicene Creed, which express
their beliefs about the Trinity, in worship.

+ Christians celebrate Trinity Sunday, the birth of Je-. - at Christmas, his
death and resurrection at Easter, and the;, Al . oithe Holy Spirit
at Pentecost. e

+ Christians pray to Jesus as .

i od the | Father, and may pray to

God the Father ‘in '>. 5 .
¢ Blessingsiilkn - aaptlsms are, given ‘in the name of the Father,
the SC hthe Holy Spirit’,

y feel that they experience the Holy Spirit acting in their
lives, and Pentecostal Christians put particular importance on the role

Quick Questions

3) Give three Christian beliefs about the Trinity.
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Biblical Accounts of Crea

Christianity, like many religions and world views, has a Creation story to e:
world; the creation of the universe and humanity. Christians believe that G:
entrusted it to humans. There are several different interpretations of the C:
everyone believes the same thing about it.

Keywords:

¢ Creation - the account of how the world and universe were made

¢ doctrine — set teaching or belief

¢ dominion - control over something i

¢ fundamentalist - in Christianity, someone vz Ac . {'that certain beliefs ar
Bible is true, and literally belleves lg=as : S | ¥ 24 a8 Jesus' miracles

¢ grace — what God grants tolai s Wich saves them

¢ literal —somethmc‘ 3 ,..,-actual

¢  metag a - v .wing which is symbolic

s origi —sin aII humans inherit because of the Fall

¢  perso: —sins committed by an individual

¢  pre-existence — to exist/be before something, for example before being bc
before Creation

¢ reason — a rational capacity for understanding and making decisions

+ stewardship - a state of managing resources in a responsible way

¢ symbolic - something which represents something else

¢ Word of God - Jesus; through which God's power is expressed, and his tea

Svnopsis of Biblical Accounts of Creation, [ncluding the Role of the

The first book of the Bible, Genesis, gives two different accounts of Creati
creator is also affirmed in creeds such as the Apostles’ Creed and the Nice

E Taking it further...
I Why don't you read Genesis 1-3 and John 1:1-18 to get a better idea of

Genesis 1 and the start of Genesis 2:
Before the creation of the world, there was nothing. But God'’s Spirit move
began to come into being. This shows that the Spirit was present at Creat
part. Over a period of six days God created light; the water and the sky; la
and stars; fish and birds; animals and humans —in God's image. God gives
after, is pleased with his creation and rests on the <er . | 1 day.

‘In the beginning when God cre=‘e ¢ - "5 avens and the earth, the earth w
and darkness covered the. 5 i waeep, while a wind from God (Or: whi
swept over the facs A aers. (Genesis 1:1-2 NRSV)

. Let there be light”; and there was light.” (Genesis 1:3 NRS

‘So Go created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created th
created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

\.

Genesis 2:
This differs to Genesis 1. There is more detail, and some things even happ:
created before animals in this account. Furthermore, the creation of woma:
she is created after the animals, out of one of man’s ribs. Man is comman
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
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Genesis 3:
The serpent tempts the woman to eat the forbidden fruit. She protests the:
to eat, and shares it with the man. They lose some sense of innocence, wh
that they are naked and hiding from God. God discovers that they have e:
casts them out of the Garden of Eden.

Note: Christianity shares the Creation account given in Genesis with Judai:
everything in the same way as Christians.

John 1: 1-18:
God's Word is with God at Creation, and God creates thr yugh him. It ther:
unrecognised, but grants humans God's grace . T . , ds:age supports Chr
was embodied in the person of Jesus - * » Gfjf_,:..i‘r'réfsbn pre-existed Jesus
was God. It claims that the Wc . ‘¢ . = was present at Creation, so existe
is important in Creatict 4 i _nt levels — he helped to create the physic.

came from , then it should be followed.

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Wor¢
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without
being... And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seer:
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1-3, 14 NRSV)

The accounts mention God (the Father), the Word (Jesus) and the Holy Spi
the Trinity in the Bible.

Some main points from these narratives which you should know for the ex
God the Father is the Creator. He creates everything, and without him:
God the Spirit is the agent of God at creation.

The Word of God is God.

The Word was present before creation.

The Word played a part in creation — the world was created through h::
Jesus is the Word. Therefore the person of Jesus pre-existed his life ¢

* & 6 o o o

[ssues Raised in Genesis for Diffe:
Literal Interer-. ions and Metapl:

dns interpret the Cre:
iews are not necessarily grougs
- “different Catholics have different view
have different views.

¢ Some believe that it is literally tr
world within seven days, and that;
people called Adam and Eve. Chs

, literally are often called fundame
The world, which Christians believe ‘fundamentalist’ originated to des
was created by God. that certain beliefs, e.g. that the E
or necessary, for Christianity).
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¢ Some believe that the Creation story is metaphorical; that God may &
and for starting the process of evolution, and that the Bible is not nec
Note: this does not mean that they see the Bible as untrue, but rather

Important! A literal interpretation of Genesis raises the issue that it ma
Christians to trust scientific findings which suggest that the world deve
period, and that humans evolved.

However, it may also make Christians feel special, as humans are, on this ir
beings made in God's image, not evolved from a commc a ancestor with nn
account of Creation can also place emphasis on Cu puner—ifhewas a

they believe that God created everything, but through scientific methods.

Important! Understanding the story of Q
creation metaphorically raises the issue that Christians

have to justify why they believe some parts of the Bible
literally (such as God sending Jesus), and not others. Unless
they can do this well, they run the risk of undermining the
authority of the Bible.

Both those who take the creation account literally and metaphorically belie
power in creating the universe in the world around them.

‘Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, in
been understood and seen through the things he has made.” (Romans 1:20 N

The Fall in the Genesis Narrative

One interpretation of creation leads to the doctrine of the Fall; largely ass
This expresses that it was through humans taking and ea*ing the forbidde
grace (see Genesis 3). Humans cannot redeem th. > .\ s from this, and

The doctrine of the Fall has varied im. . - Ae Jstlne felt that faIIenness “
of Adam and Eve were passed G ) “',,f,.dh sex — this is called original sin.
idea they may v vrew sex. .1y, and women may be seen as inferior to
Adam. Sogesilyri ® . o se a‘ greater need for a saviour, Jesus, because ti

not agree with St. Augustine are less likely to

Christians v v
see sex or women negatively. For example, many see women as "

. theol
equal to men because Genesis 1:27 says that both men and thirte
women were created in the image of God. While such Christians ethics =

feel they need God to save them, they may be more positive
about the human condition — St. Thomas Aquinas thought
humans still had their reason as a moral compass. Some
Christians only believe in personal sin; disobedience committed
individually, so do not feel the added weight of original sin. Some
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Christians view the Creation story positively; if humans were once so close t
draw closer to him again if Christians try to follow his teachings and try not

The doctrine of the Fall is emphasised in the Catholic Church and older bra:
as Calvinism and Lutheranism, and is less accepted in many modern Protes:

Role and Purprose of Human Beings

Creation is important for many Christians because they believe that God g
they rule it, or have dominion over it.

‘God blessed them, and God said to them, “...subdue [the Earth]; and have
the sea and over the birds of the air and over everv "« 1 thing that moves
God said, “See, I have given you every plan’ yit di s seéd that is upon the
every tree with seed in its fruit; vor-.*. ° ‘ ga\f wihem for food.”” (Genesis 1:2:

e

Davn & 5 .sieans that the world is theirs, to exploit for tk
n . and control animals.

Some Chri

stig
whatever

However, many Christians believe that dominion also comes with great res;
God has made them stewards of his creation; people who manage it and
creation reminds them that the world is God'’s and they should care for it.

[ ‘Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.’

In Genesis 1:28, God also commands humanity to reproduce. Many Christ
Christians, Anglicans, and other Protestant denominations such as Methoc
important, but do not believe that all couples need to have children, let al
as more of a command to the human race in general, or as a gift — God is
Earth. However, the Catholic Church places great emphasis on this verse.
couples should try to have children (if they are physically able to conceive)
be open to the possibility of new life, so that people are not stopping the
God wants this for them.

‘God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
(Genesis 1:28 NRSV)

Quick Questions

4) Give three purposes of humanitv 3 ! =,

u y Christians.

3, & Understood metaphorically.

5) Outline how crea* 5 .
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The Problem of Evil and Suffering an

Righteous God

Keywords:

¢ baptism — a sacrament which involves being anointed with, or immersed in
in Jesus

¢ evil — often refers to moral badness and choosing to do the ‘wrong' thing,
which cause suffering

¢ moral evil — something caused by a human being’s wi'f | action, like murde:
+ natural evil - something caused by events in tF . - .id, 'ike a tsunami, or a
+ predestination — the idea that God ha: thc P" O Wi
+ righteous - good, fairand iet .0 o
¢ suffering — experienc

Concept ¢

Good as a concept is so universally understood, that it is hard to define. It
and/or desired. It may refer to a preferable version of something e.g. goo:.
some reason) than bad ones. Good may be seen as the opposite of evil. :
good is often associated with God and God’s will. Genesis 1 talks about G
so not only is God good, but what he makes is also good. Christians will st
being created in God's image, by following God.

[ ‘God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.” (Ger:

Concept of Evil - Types and Causes

Evil is generally considered to be that which is bad and/or wrong. There &
about evil. Some people see it as a force which opposes good, while othe:
Often when people speak about evil, they will be talking about an action w
or a thought which someone had. However, sometimes ‘evil’ can refer to <
had bad consequences.

Natural evil is something, e.g. a natural
event which is not the fault of any
human, which causes suffering (pain),
such as a natural disaster or disease.
Examples include tsunamis, volcanoes,
earthquakes, HIV/AIDS and ¢ :
Causes include natural £

: organisms ‘
such as viru Erupting volcanoes ¢

Moral evil is something which a human being chooses to do, which cause
include killing someone, theft and exploitation of others. The cause of mo
choosing to act evilly. They may do this due to any number of reasons, su
or anger.

It is important to separate these two types of evil for discussing the proble
solutions to it.
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The Problem of the Existence of Evil and Suffering

As seen in the section on the Nature of Gog, Christians believe that God s
that he is all-powerful, or omnipotent. This is particularly shown in his cre:
salvation of humanity. Someone who is all-powerful can, theoretically, dc

‘For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mi
(Deuteronomy 10:17 NRSV)

Christians also believe that God is loving, or benevolent, and many believe.
omnibenevolent. He protected and guided the JeW|sh 0 ople in the Old T«
to save humanity from sin.

‘God’s love was revealed an~ .\ = "ﬁ,.iifis"Waj}: God sent his only Son into {
live through him.” (' .. ¢

Christians nk that God is righteous; that he is fair, just and good.
them when as promised to care for them — a fair God will keep his pro
that he is fair in rewarding the good and punishing the bad.

‘The LORD works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. He mad
his acts to the people of Israel. The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to a:
steadfast love.” (Psalm 103:6-8 NRSV)

The problem of evil and suffering is one issue which has faced Christians
posed as a question:

'If God is omnipotent, benevolent and righteous, then why does he allow ¢

If he is omnipotent, then he could stop evil and suffering. Human concept
imply that someone who loves someone else does not want any harm to ¢
loving, he should not want humans to come to harm. If God is righteous,
people or allow good people to suffer.

The fact that there is evil and suffering in the world raises questions about

+ Can he stop evil and suffering?

+ Does he care that humans suffer?

¢ Has he unfairly abandoned humans? :

¢ Oris there some other explanation that 2 . ‘.L:re fo be an omnipos:
God, while there is evil and suff? Mo the world?

How the Problem AEo O m, i oellevers to Question Their Faith or the -
P 1mt “benevolent and righteous, it does not make sen
llow the innocent to suffer when the wicked often succe:
s If God is not omnipotent, benevolent and righteous, this seems to unc
based on belief in a loving God, holds that God was powerful enough &
defeat death, and is fair and good.

Some believers wonder why they should trust in a God who allows bad thi:
so they question their faith and whether they should keep believing. Som:
Christianity, because its portrayal of God is (in their opinion) not accurate, &
Christian faith.
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Some believers question whether they should believe in the existence of G
God would be omnipotent, benevolent and righteous, but clearly is not—<

Explanations and Solutions Offered to the Problem of the Existence
Christians explain the existence of evil and suffering in many different wa

The Fall of (Hu)mankind as the Result of Free Will and the Concept of
Because Genesis 1 teaches that when God made the world, everything was
this point, there was no evil in the world. However, most Christians do acc
world now.

Biblical Acc2®nts of Creation, some Christians, such as St Augustine, believ

Regardless of whether Christians agree with the extent to which other
humans are affected by Adam and Eve's actions, this does provide an
example of moral evil, and shows an explanation for it. Adam and Eve
have free will — this means that they can choose to disobey God and do
evil. If all humans have this ability, then this is why moral evil exists.

@

/ ‘The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the

trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it,
or you shall die.””... when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and

she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.’

K (Genesis 3:2-3, 6 NRSV) /

Some Christians argue that it is more benevolent for God to have allowed

decisions and to have free will - otherwise humans would merely be pupp

be living. In order to have genuine choice, the consequence is that some

which hurt others. This is one explanation for wh.> 4 g God allows evi COPYRIGHT

' _ pause for thought: PROTECTED
~zept the free will solution by asking yourself

You can see wheth

were Offargihe v pldg into a miraculous machine and experience a vi
happy. BUY h ot your ‘friends’ in the machine would be real and none of the

be real ei % Or, you could remain in real life, with struggles and hardships, b
own choices, work hard for your own goals, and trust your friends. Many people lg
are convinced they would not want to live a ‘fake’ life. (This scenario is based on = 9

Machine, created by the philosopher Robert Nozic

~ Educat’ioﬂ
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Christians who do accept the doctrine of the Fall also accept the concept ¢!
Adam and Eve sinned, this changed the nature of humanity. This fallenness
sex, and is part of the human condition, so all humans have original sin. Tt
humans from God leads to moral evil. This explains why humans wantto
their nature is damaged, and they are no longer perfectly reflecting God's

Original sin can also be thought to have led to God instituting natural evii
that humans have sinned he curses them — he condemns woman to pain ¢
that he would have to work hard for food. It can also be interpreted that t
(often natural) evil of death:

‘To the woman he said, “I will greatly incres : 1angs in childbearing; 1
children...” And to the man he saic ‘rsuieis the ground because of yot
the days of your life... B r face you shall eat bread until yo
of it you were taker d to dust you shall return.”” (Genesis &

e Catholic Church promotes belief in original sin more th
reason that the Catholic Church promotes infant baptism is the belief that
forgiven their original sin (you will read more about baptism in the section

Note: In Genesis woman/Eve is tempted to eat the forbidden fruit by the <
often associated with Satan/the Devil. Therefore, some Christians might ai
the Devil because he tempted humans.

Furthermore, the tree from which Adam and Eve ate the fruit is referred to
of good and evil’ (Genesis 2:17 NRSV), and this has different interpretation
that Adam and Eve would know the difference between good and evil whit
world? Did God punish them with knowledge of good and evil for disobey
influence the start of evil so that there would be both good and evil to exp

Other Solutions to the Problem of the Existence of Evil and Suffering
¢ Most Christians would not deny that God is loving but '
some Christians deny that God is omnipotent Maybe

there are limits to his power. Some believe that he
chooses to limit his power. Others say that there are
things which are not possible, however powerful you are.
Sometimes people ask if it is possible for an all-powerful
being to create something so heavy that they could not lift
it, or to create a being more intelligent than * ... .;eses
These are paradoxes — it is mpossnb'“ oo “satisfactory
solution. This could theorP 4 e orthe world too — it
mlght be |mp055|b'* : Lreated a pIanet WhICh

and volanoes Whlch cause destruction.
— Most Christians do not accept that this is the case.

¢ God is being just in allowing evil and suffering, as humans
deserve punishment for their sins, and are already lucky
that Jesus died to bring them eternal life.
— However, the innocent do seem to suffer, sometimes
more than evil people, so this does not seem just.
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“You rebuke the insolent, accursed ones, who wander from your commandr:
dealt well with your servant, O LORD, according to your word.” (Psalm 119:

¢ Another reason for evil and suffering explored in the Book of Job is that tt
Book of Job is viewed by many Christians as a poetical exploration of suffe
it tells the story of a man called Job who had many good things and worsh
to cause bad things to happen to Job to see if Job will still worship God. It
person, but he had never been tested; the real test was to see if he was stil
had happened to him.

¢ The Book of Job also explores the idea that eviland ..
suffering are a test of faith. 1t is possible the’ i he .
any reason

obstacles in a Christian’s life they wWesin ‘ ¢ L between
to doubt God's eX|stence TheBis e .Job shows that Job having hi
had a much be’[ter 4 st wing of God after his trials. vice 3ersg

They mg 0 Cand really consider his relationship there is les
with God ugh his suffering Job never lost faith in God, need for G
but he could have — having a relationship with God after thing, de
experiencing suffering shows that faith is more genuine.

(Some Christians feel that they should pray to God to reduce evil and sufferin
prayer has resulted in God stepping in to end or reduce a particular instance ¢
teaches Christians to ask God to protect them from evil, and without evil's exic:
possible — allowing evil encourages such prayer, and also concern for others a::

‘And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one [or
(Matthew 6:13 NRSV)

¢ Some Christians say that God should not be doubted, and that the probler::
our understanding. The Book of Job indicates that God's reasons are beyo::

[God to Job] “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell
have understanding.” (Job 38:4 NRSV)

+ However, many people argue that there must be better ways of testing cha
being able to understand God is not a satisfactory solution.

Some people are not able to accept that God is right to allow evil and sufferin
and for them the solutions are not successful. They ma: . e faith, or never b

For others, these solutions do solve the prohl-m o nd guffering and are s
reasons for evil/suffering, God cannc? 75, v thing, and/or free will with evil i

e one solution to the problem of evil and suffering.

7) Explain the importance of the problem of evil and suffering within Cl
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Jesus Christ

Keywords:

¢ adultery — sex where at least one of the participants is married to someone

they are having sex with

agape — unconditional love, God's love, love which Christians should have f

blasphemy — saying or doing something insulting to God

Christ — the Greek word for Messiah

divorce —the legal ending of a marriage

fast — to go without sustenance, or without luxuriou< * « ‘es of food

Lord — a title given to someone in authorlty '.,': a . :‘Ch;»istians to show Jes

referred to as ‘Lord’ i .

¢ Messiah —this is Hebrew feada L"a one’, and in Christian use signifies tt
sent by God to sav: _irom sin

* & 6 O o o

¢+ oathg G _ise about something someone will do. Often this invc
some
¢+ profai 0 mistreat, especially that which is religious [verb]. Something n

disrespectful (sometimes towards the religious) [adjectivel.
¢ reconciliation — being reunited in a positive sense with someone one was ¢
¢ retaliation — taking revenge against someone for something they have dor:
similar to the harm they inflicted
saviour — someone who saves — Christians see Jesus as a spiritual saviour
Son of God - this term is used to indicate Jesus’ unique relationship with G
Temple - the Jewish holy building in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus, which «
Transfiguration — when Jesus was transformed, and began to shine, in fror::
from heaven, and Moses and Elijah appeared

* & & o

Meaning of Terms: Messiah, Son of God, Lord and Saviour and
Significance and Relevance for Christians of these as Descriptions o.
Jesus

The Messiah is a Jewish idea, and is not a new idea within Christianity.
Following Old Testament prophecy, the Jews believed that God would ser:
them a Messiah (anointed one) to save them (many still believe this today).
the time of Jesus, there had not been a prophet important enough to be
recorded in the Jewish Scriptures for decades, and possibly centuries,
depending on when the last Old Testament prophets are believed to have

the past, b ey had been forced to submit to foreign King Dav
rule, by those such as the Babylonian Empire and, at the time is recorc
of Jesus, the Roman Empire. Prophecy which has been used and the
by the Jews, now and at the time of Jesus, to predict such a Testame
Messiah comes mainly from the book of Isaiah, but books foun

such as other prophetic books and the Psalms have also been J?e;jir;ﬂn;
seen to contain some sections of relevance.

Course Companion for GCSE OCR Component 1: Christianity Page 23 of 113

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

~ Educat’ioﬂ




‘He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples’ (I
(taken by Jews to mean that the Messiah will rule on earth, as a political leac

.. then I will establish your royal throne, as I made covenant with your faths
never lack a successor to rule over Israel.”” (2 Chronicles 7:18 NRSV) (taken
would be a future Jewish leader, the Messiah, from David’s line)

The Gospels present Jesus as a very different Messiah (or Christ)
from the one which the Jews were expecting. The term Messiah is
used to show that Jesus is the fulfilment of these OIc' ™ ‘ament
predictions, and that he has been sent by Goc 1o “humanity.
However, the gospels portray Je5|Ir At pontlcal saviour, but a
spiritual one.

Christians § tat j'égus came to save them from their sins, rather thai

‘She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his pec
(Matthew 1:21 NRSV)

‘For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10 NRS

The Jesus of Mark’s Gospel also appears to question whether the Messiah
(Mark 12), by quoting scripture which suggests that David refers to the Me
surely not refer to his 'son’ in this way (Mark 12:36 NRSV). This could be t
not, and does not believe himself to be, descended from David, though m
and which Matthew and Luke sought to prove in their Gospels, by tracing
The passage may also be taken to emphasise that regardless of who Jesus
more important than just a son of David, as he is the Son of God.

Jesus being referred to as ‘Lord’ shows him to be important, recognised by
leader and significant figure. With reference to the passage about King D&
12, it also potentially indicates that Jesus is more important than other lea
Testament. The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed refer to Jesus as ‘Lc:

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus admits to being the Messiah when questioned by t
(Mark 14). He follows this up by saying that he wli " - e éted at God's rigt
Mark is deliberate in his contrast between ‘hi: a e next use of Messia
mock Jesus on the cross, sugqe”} i '%ﬁcv . t,esus were the Messiah, he cot
Mark’s Jesus presents hic . L selp as being out of this world, claiming
whereas theilest .0 assume that the Messiah’s power would be d
and that n Iy“‘é‘uthorlty, such as the Romans, would be able to do hi

‘He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “Yo
(Mark 8:29 NRSV)

‘Again the high priest asked him, “ Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Bles
(Mark 14:61-62 NRSV)
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There are many references in the Gospels to Jesus as the Son of God, for e
his son at Jesus’ baptism, and the Transfiguration.

“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16

“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” (Mg

Others also referred to him as the Son of God in the New Testament:

‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son 0‘; the living God.”” (

vslup of his Son, Jesus

‘God is faithful; by him you were called intc .«
(1 Corinthians 1:9 NRSV) = v

Bos !~ Usis only referred to as ‘Son of God' three times
' 'S uospel where Mark proclaims his belief that Jesus is th
referred to #>on of God by demons and unclean spirits, as though the sg
true identity, and that until his death and resurrection, Jesus portrayed hit
would be after his resurrection, and after his suffering (see above), that his
fully revealed.

The Roman Centurion at Jesus' death also refers to him as ‘God’s Son’, shc
his identity, and the salvation he brought humanity, was available for ever

K ‘The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1

‘“Whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and sho
God!” But he sternly ordered them not to make him known.” (Mark 3:11-1

‘Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he b
K this man was God’s Son!”” (Mark 15:39 NRSV)

At the time of Jesus, equating someone with God or claiming God’s power
So for first century Jews, claiming that Jesus was God'’s Son could be consi
the book of Acts (after the gospels in the New Testament) indicates that fi
responsible for killing Christians because they disagreed ‘vith the status th

On the other hand, some scholars have - 1e ‘*1

| rst century Jews like
himself Jewish, though he folle:. .« - = J),-did not believe that referring to
actually meant that Jes 5

d.”In the OId Testament, the Jewish peop
. _.érerring to someone as God's Son could be seen
S nonetheless a human.
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From Mark’s Gospel, it is hard to know what Jesus
thought about being the Son of God as he never
refers to himself this way. However, when he
rebukes demons for addressing him this way, Mark
implies that he does so to keep his identity secret,
rather than because they were wrong. Jesus clearly
thought he had a special relationship with God;
whether he thought he was divine is hard to tell.

It is significant for many Christians that they feel
Jesus was aware of fulfilling Old Testament
prophesy; that he was the Messiah who Ged

intended to send. Many Christianc ¢ :
Matthias Stom's portra

Caiaphas, ¢. 1630 —

coming of J -
Jews (now* -do/did not regard as
concerning vlessiah. Some of these are reflected in the Gospels, for ex

Psalm 22 on the cross, calling out to God. This indicates to Christians toda.
role, and this is significant because if he was not aware he was the Messiat:
would need to play, this would shed doubt on the widespread Christian be
significant because it shows that Jesus felt that the role of Messiah was me.
political, and this reminds Christians that it is more important for them to I
politically liberated.

Many twenty first century Christians believe that references to Jesus as the
Testament, and references to the miraculous things he did, mean that he v
significant because, if true, it means that God cared enough about humans
and to die for them himself. It also means that God can relate to how hun
however, would take the view that Jesus had a special relationship with Gc:
and this is significant for how they view Jesus, and how they view God.

Apart from showing Jesus’ status as an important person and a leader, 'Loi
describe Jesus for Christians, as the word ‘LORD’ in capitals in the Bible star:
Calling Jesus ‘Lord’ reminds Christians of Jesus' relationship with God.

. the LORD God formed man from the dust of the grour‘d and breathed in
of life...” (Genesis 2:7 NRSV) .

Jesus being a saviour is signific it i‘“;f..,fi_f;’tiéns, because they believe that
sins, and aIIowed thepa »j‘ = a"’r‘:‘e”l'ationship with God. As well as meanin
death, ancig ¢ ¢ vl De forgiven wrongdoing, salvation through Jesus
because m. eve that they no longer need to follow the Jewish law.
commandments in order to please God, and hope that he will save them, t
took the place of this law.

These titles as descriptions of Jesus are relevant to Christians today becaus
¢ They believe that Jesus came to save them spiritually, and this forms
¢ They do not expect God to send them a political saviour.
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¢ Many believe that Jesus is God — God’s Son, one of the members of {
and pray to him.

¢ They believe that Jesus is someone to look up to, follow and obey.

¢ They believe that they do not need to follow all of the laws in the Ol
saved through Jesus rather than the law.

Role and Importance of Jesus’ Teachings and Life as ah Examele for

Jesus'’ teachings and example are important for Christians, as they show Cl

Probably the most important teaching and example of Jesus was to show ¢
and help them. Jesus taught that loving God and lovi. ¢ thers was the m
taught that these were the two greatest comr it I 2 sts.” Christians, there
worshipping God and putting others . . their lives.

mandment in the law is the greatest?”” He said to him:
all your heart, and w1th all your soul, and with all your min:

Commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”” (Matthew 22:36-39 NE:

Some Christians interpret this passage as meaning that if they love God ar:
do not need to follow any other laws — all laws which God gave had this pt
loving manner, then you do not need to follow specific rules. Others belie
to be followed, Jesus is just saying that this is the reasoning behind laws, &
irrelevant. While the vast majority of Christians do not observe all biblical ::
likely to observe the biblical laws in the Old Testament are the Catholic anc
evangelical and fundamentalist Christians.

As well as teaching people to love others, Jesus showed that this love shou
not necessarily just those who people would think to help. In the story of t
10:25-37) Jesus tells of a man who is beaten and left to die by robbers. A
would have worked in the Temple ignore the man, but a Samaritan helps h‘
pays the innkeeper to continue to care for the man. Jesus teaches that pec.
Samaritan — going out of their way to help people who they do not know i

““Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell it
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do !

To add some context to the passage, pries's ¢ 1d . e who worked in the
purity rules — the first two men wl~ i 15 tie man who has been attacked i
fear of making themselve: = .ty unclean by coming into contact with
have then bz , cleansmg rituals, and/or avoid the Temple fo
However, b tii6 |IIustrat|on these people do not help the man, as thc
they would een viewed highly in their communities. On the other h§
Samaria, near to the region where Jesus lived, were not viewed kindly by tk:
religion similar to Judaism (there are still Samaritans today), but with some
they believe they should worship God. So Jesus showed that it was not wt::

which mattered to God. He also showed that helping others was more im;:

e
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Jesus also demonstrated this belief — that showing love was more importa:
law — through his actions. He healed a man who had the skin disease lepr:
Jesus would have been forbidden from touching such a person — because é%
unclean (as well as risking spreading the disease). Such actions of Jesus ar:
showing them that loving others is more important than following purity |
teaching, most Christians do not follow Jewish purity laws, seeing them as
them on their actions towards others.

‘When Jesus had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed hir,
came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you choose, you can ma'
his hand and touched him, saying, “I do Choose Re o x > clean!” Immediat:
(Matthew 8:1-3 NR5V) ,

stops to ideMufy the woman who touched him. He tells her that she has be

faith. While this is happening, messengers arrive to say that the girl Jesus
However, Jesus tells them to have faith. He goes to the house where the ¢
that she is just sleeping, and raises her.

‘He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and }
(Mark 5:34 NRSV)

’... Do not fear, only believe.” (Mark 5:36 NR5V)

Jesus demonstrates that he will heal/help people if asked, and that people
God if they have faith. He also encourages those without faith to believe.
Christians when they begin to doubt God — or simply do not consider aski
them to always have faith.

Some Christians believe that the girl in this passage had not died — she hac¢
slipped into a coma ('sleeping’, as Jesus put it). However, many believe tha
Jesus did raise the girl from the dead.

The bleeding woman would have been an outcast wi’r“i‘ :
her disease would probably have made her rit .ii 7 ’
the idea that Jesus came to save ever. .« . aaud g those who were
ignored and rejected by o’rlv »ant! 1 cuiinds Christians that God's salvatic
is available forever =y n. _can be particularly significant to Christians
ower classes Some Christians today are converts frot
= nd this passage might be particularly significant for them
for example, many lower-class Hindus have converted to Christianity,

because in Hinduism, different classes of people are viewed differently, an:
the religion is not equally accessible to all.

Jewish society, as
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Jesus’ love has been described as agape — a Greek term often translated ir:
love. Such teachings and examples of Jesus' love may be considered aga|cxggi
+ Jesus taught that everyone should be loved, not just certain people -
from society such as a man with leprosy and a woman with internal L

¢ Jesus taught that God cares about love more than following rules — I
Samaritan and healed the man with leprosy though this made him ni{

Christians believe God loves them regardless of what they do or what sort
would always do what was best for them, regardless of the cost to himself,
the cross.

ig‘}be"to others.

Christians believe that they should also show uc‘

The Christian Ideal as Expressed in Jesus’ Teaching in the Sermon ¢

The Sermon on the Mount is a section of teaching in Matthew's Gospel (ct:
to have been delivered by Jesus on a mountain (there are similarities betw
the Plain in Luke's Gospel).

The Beatitudes

In a section called the Beatitudes, Jesus talks about all the people who are .
is linked to the word 'blessing’). Included in those who are blessed are thc:
righteousness, and those who show mercy. This makes sense, but it is inte

encouraging characteristics or positions which might be thought to be ‘we

meekness and those who are persecuted. Jesus did not necessarily confor

expectations — he was teaching that those who experience misfortune and

by society are rewarded by God. He said nothing about the strong, or the

a way. This encourages Christians to live their lives in ways pleasing to Go:
way expected by society.

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is tl
(Matthew 5:10 NRSV) '

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

What Jesus Commands Peov’. s
¢ Break rellglous '3 S A “)urage others to do so. Jesus

claing - ‘Mot come to stop people from following
Jewis his is an interesting teaching, considering that
Christians do not keep all of the Jewish laws. Some Christians g

may choose to interpret this to mean ‘important’ laws, such as
the Ten Commandments, rather than Jewish dietary and

purity laws.  Education

‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; [ have cor:
(Matthew 5:17 NRSV)
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¢ Beangry at others or insult them. Jesus extended Jewish teaching —
physically hurt others, but they should refrain from mentally hurting
in any way. So Christians should make sure that they are kind in all re
themselves to be consumed by anger.

‘But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be li:
insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, “Y
the hell of fire.” (Matthew 5:22 NRSV)

—

¢  Lust after someone (adultery). While in the Ter~ :
not to commit adultery, Jesus teaches thue ve i f

'mmandments G

punished by God - it is hot er\o: o - havé evil thoughts and not ac
that they need to trv teu
these A

'ut 5 i thoughts and intentions, and th

“You st not commit adultery.’ (Exodus 20:14 NRSV)

“You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say
looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his
(Matthew 5:27-28 NRSV)

¢ Getdivorced. Jesus teaches that while
divorce had been permitted, this was wrong.
Many Christians interpret his teaching here
to mean that divorce is wrong unless your
spouse has cheated on you. Jesus implies
that remarrying after divorce (unless the
other person has committed adultery) is
adultery itself. Others may feel that Jesus
does not specifically condemn divorce here,
but rather remarriage after divorce (as
divorcing someone and staying single is not
adultery). The Catholic Church is completely
against divorce (based on other teachings
from Jesus), and would view this passage as part of Jesus teaching a
though he does not explicitly express this here i

The Se

, & w1fe let him give her a certificate o
e, except on the ground of unchastity, cau
rcéd woman commits adultery.” (Matthew 5:31-32 I

‘It was also said, “Whoever
that anyone who dizze

¢ Take oaths. Jesus told people to speak plainly, and not to swear by ar:
many interpretations. One is that oaths should not be necessary — pe
the time, making oaths redundant. Another interpretation is that it is
something, for example, ‘by heaven’ because it is possible that you m

[ ‘...Do not swear at all...” (Matthew 5:34 NRSV)
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¢ Retaliate. Jesus told people that they should not hurt another persc
hurt first. This goes against older Jewish teaching which allowed pe
justice for wrongs done. Some Christians argue that this older teach
God wanted people to retaliate, but because he wanted to limit retal
further revenge, as if they lost an eye, they could take no more than

“You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the othe

¢ Build up wealth. There are many teachings in t+> 5ospels where Je
store money or care about possessions. e slication here is that
and other important things - CF = : s _lould be concerned with th
helping others, and noty 3 uwssmns Also, money is not perma

teal but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neit
and where thieves do not break in and steal... You cannot serve God and we:

¢ Worry. Jesus teaches that worrying cannot help people, and so it is
implication that worry shows lack of faith — if people trust that God
plan for them, they do not need to worry.

‘But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorr
will he not much more clothe you —you of little faith?” (Matthew 6:30 NRSV

+ Judge others. Jesus taught that as all people sin, it is hypocritical tc
sinning, or look down on them, when everyone sins. So it is better t
better person than condemning others for how wrong they are. Thig
teaching for modern Christians to remember, as there are many whc
of people for various reasons — Jesus taught that this was wrong.

“You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see
of your neighbour’s eye.” (Matthew 7:5 NRSV)

¢ Profane the holy. Jesus teaches not to mist>  w fﬁ_at is holy. Thist
interpretations, and not every Christi-n seli . ‘the same one(s). M
Christianity to those they kr .+ k1 a/m them for doing so. Maybe
others badly if the\/ n, f.am to be smful but nelther should the

‘Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swin
under foot and turn and maul you.” (Matthew 7:6 NRSV)
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What Jesus Commands People to do
¢ Let your light shine for others. Show others how Christians are goc
show how wonderful God is.

‘In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see yo
glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16 NRSV)

¢+ Reconcile with others. Jesus taught that anger towards other hum
has not made up for, damage a person’s relationship with God — Chr
reconcile with others so they can concentrate on God and not on an:;

‘So when you are offering your glft At el v _;J you remember that your b§
against you, leave your gift th<. -+ fo ¢ ti.e altar and go; first be reconciled 1
then come and offer v~ - Lutthew 5:23-24 NRSV)

people only care about those who care about them, this does not m
should go out of their way to care for all.

{ ‘... Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you...” (Matthew &

¢ Give, pray, and fast in secret. Jesus teaches that if people want to ¢
charity, pray, fast, etc., then they should do it for God, and not to sh

‘But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right ha
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

+ Forgive. Jesus teaches that forgiveness is necessary — if people wan
wrong which they do, they need to do the same for others.

‘For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also for
forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew &

¢ Ask God for what you need. Christians need to have faith in God, ¢
for them, rather than relying on themselves

(Matthew 7:7 NRSV) -

[ ‘Ask, and it will be given to Ve

treated with respect.

‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the
(Matthew 7:12 NRSV)
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¢ Put God’s word into action. Jesus teaches that Christians must bot
him — to believe Jesus but not to follow his teachings is foolish.

‘Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like

[ house on rock.” (Matthew 7:24 NRSV)

Quick Questions

8) Give three of Jesus’ teachings from the Ser‘r*;f‘! g ftshe Mount.

9) Outline how Jesus' life and *- . - iir e an example for Christians.
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[ncarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection

Most Christians have come to believe that Jesus is God, and so during his t:
incarnate; or God in the flesh (God and human at the same time). They als
God (see the sections on 7he Trinity, and Jesus Christ). Christians also bellez,
crucifixion (was crucified), came back to life again (was resurrected), and as

Keywords:
Incarnation — in Christianity, the belief that Jesus was God in the flesh
covenant — a promise between people and God, usually involving promises
Crucifixion — when Jesus was put to death on a cross
Eucharist — sacrament which involves sharing breac . éwine in remembra:
Great Commission — when the risen Jesus * i i .
Last Supper - Jesus' final celebratic . - Yo nSh Passover with his disciples
Lent — the period of prem Wb _re Easter. Christians remember Jesus’
sacrlflce Jesusmes 4
P9~ . .. .o the events surrounding the suffering and death of Je
n Tmportant Jewish festival celebrating God's deliverance of th
nd slavery in Egypt
¢ Sabbath — the Jewish holy day
¢ sacrament — a particularly important worship practice which has even high
such as the Catholic and Orthodox Churches

L R SR JER R R R 2

Beliefs and Teachings about Jesus Arising from the Incarnation

Nature of the Person of Jesus as the Incarnate Son of God

The exact nature of Jesus as both God and human has been debated

within Christianity.

+ Some early Christians claimed that Jesus was completely God and
merely appeared to be human.

+ Some Christians have claimed that Jesus was a divine being, but
not on the same level as God.

+ Some Christians have believed, and still believe today, that Jesus
was fully human, but had a special relationship with God. All
humans can be referred to as God’s children, so ‘Son of God’ does
not necessarily indicate divine status, but rather that Jesus was a
special human chosen by God with a special relationship with him.

As seen in the section on the Trinity, some Christian denominations
do not interpret Bible passages to mean tha* '= - 5 fifas God incarna
shows Jesus to be a special human. The si fee
have taught God's will and &’ . 10 ; vo humanlty so they do not feel
them, belief in the i~ - A 5|gn|f|cant as a mistake made by o

« 1t suaniity teaches that Jesus was fully human and fully G
stians feel that Jesus’ human nature and divine nature .
most of, the time. When Jesus suffered, he felt pain as any other humsé
God. Some Christians believe that, as a human, Jesus was not complei:
the time.
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Biblical Basis for the Teaching of the Incarnation
The word ‘incarnation’ originates in Latin; as such, it does not occur in the ?%
written in Greek). The belief in the Incarnation is not universally held, and v
of the Gospel writers and other writers of the New Testament did not belie
However, the New Testament can still be used to provide evidence for the

+ John 1:1-18 claims that Jesus has existed as God since before Creatio
incarnation of God.

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Worc
And the Word became flesh and lived among us... ]em‘g ;Christ. .. (John 1:1,

While this is an important passage for ol o (_ stla‘ns some scholars sugfg}g
was added by a different authc ;i . *.aii the orlglnal Gospel. It may hav:
early Christian bellefs 2l Lty Jesus was, and so some Christians may n¢

j 6-ua|ms that God was revealed as a human [as Jesus].

‘Without any doubt, the mystery of our religion is great: He (Or: God) was 3
vindicated in spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among Gentiles, believed irt
taken up in glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16 NRSV)

Many Christians believe that the incarnation came about by Mary, Jesus’ h:.
impregnated by the Holy Spirit — so Jesus had both human and divine pare:

‘“The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be Lalleiu
(Luke 1:35 NRSV)

References to Jesus’ God-like Qualities / Divine Nature

¢ Jesus healed many people, including the Centurion’s servant, a leper,
haemorrhages, a blind man, and he raised Lazarus from the dead (Luk:
and 11).

+ Jesus performed other miracles, such as making five loaves and two f
water, and calming a storm (Matthew 14, Mark 4).

¢ Jesus claimed the authority to forgive sins and cast cut demons, typice
which he backed up with his healing ab|I|t|es 2t . and5, Matthew i?

+ Even though he was killed, he wa: . = "re «éd, confirming his power

(e.g. Mark 3);
+ have felt tired (e.g. John 4) and slept (e.g. Mark 4);

+ have cried when his friend died (John 11:35);

+ have suffered leading up to his death (e.g. Luke 23); and
+ hedied a painful death on the cross (e.g. Matthew 27).
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Christians do not believe that Jesus being the incarnation of God made hi
Christians also use Jesus’ humanity to explain times in the Gospels where t.
knowledge — if he were only God and not human, then this might not mak

1

! Activity

1 Discuss with a friend how believing in the Incarnation might be reflected in a ¢
1 . . .

] compared with someone who does not believe in the Inc

Importance to Christians of the (ncarnation for their Life and Worshi
Jesus being the Incarnation of God is important to Christi ins for a number

¢ This shows God cared about people enouglﬂ 20 =m\, -a human and die |

¢ This shows that Jesus had God S 7 , ty seid taught his will, and so (;‘§
and practice for certain. ¢ -

¢ This shows that C _ower — to become human, raise the dead, pM
¢y has the power to grant life after death, meaning i
afterlife.

¢ It helps Christians to have a personal relationship with God, because ti
a relationship with them. Some Christians feel that by following Jesus
can come closer to God, and having an incarnated
God makes it easier to relate to him.

+ Belief in the Incarnation has led many Christians to
see Jesus as a fulfilment of the Jewish law,
meaning that they no longer need to follow this for
their sins to be forgiven, as Jesus’ sacrifice frees
them from condemnation.

¢ Belief in Jesus being God incarnate (or the only
incarnation of God) is unique to Christianity. Islam
views Jesus as a prophet, and some Hindus believe
that Jesus was one incarnation of God (or of one
particular god) among many. Therefore, belief in
the Incarnation sets Christians apart from people of
other religions and is one of their core beliefs.

Painting of the Ho/;
is sh

Crucifixion — Synopsis

The belief that Jesus died and was raised from the dead is of central impo
beliefs are expressed in the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed. The ev
are often referred to as his ‘Passion’, because the worr r assion comes fro:
Jesus' Passion is remembered especially durinz % . nd at Easter, but it is COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

The Gospel accounts do not 2 -«g 6»1 al/the details of Jesus’ Passion a
occurin some qosm°| a .. uthers. (The Gospels are the four books in
with the lif L

Before the *®¥icifixion: i g
Jesus eats a last meal (the Last Supper) with his disciples, where he share:

that these are his body and blood given for them, and that they should sh: 'C’IIQ
remembrance of him. He says that this is a new covenant — a promise to E \ EdUﬁGﬁG‘I‘“’I

“Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Dri
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiven
(Matthew 26:27-28 NRSV)
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After this, Jesus is betrayed by his disciple Judas. Jesus is tried in front of t
Roman Governor Pontius Pilate; and in Luke's account by King Herod. The
Pilate to kill Jesus.

Crucifixion:

Jesus is beaten and mocked by soldiers before being led to be crucified.
They put a crown of thorns on his head, and mock him as the King of the
Jews. In Matthew's, Mark’s and Luke's Gospels the soldiers make a traveller
called Simon of Cyrene carry Jesus’ cross to the Crucifixion; in John's Gospe
he carries it himself. Jesus is offered some type of wine, but refuses it.

Jesus is crucified between two other criminals, a2 4. '";:")Ic'f‘ers gamble for
Jesus’ clothing. The plaque on the cross « + ili; s crime states that he is t
mocked, taunted and told to saa i ,. by the Jewish authorities, and also
by/soldiers in someact 4 5 ! Lake's Gospel he talks to the criminals eithe
when one g#kn : _ osus to remember him, Jesus tells him that he will b
in heaven.

“Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with:
the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the crimine
on his left. [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know wi
And they cast lots to divide his clothing.” (Luke 23:32-34 NRSV)

Different accounts convey different words of Jesus from the cross. For
example, in Matthew’s and Mark’s accounts Jesus quotes Psalm 22, asking
why God has forsaken him, and in Luke’s Gospel Jesus commends his spiri
to God before dying.

The sky goes dark from about midday until 3 o’clock in the afternoon,
when Jesus dies. When Jesus dies, the curtain in the Temple is ripped in
two. In some accounts, the Roman centurion, upon witnessing Jesus'
death, states that he must have been God's son (Matthew and Mark), or
that he must have been innocent (Luke).

*And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this

way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was C )d s Son!™’
(Mark 15:38-39 NRSV) :

Jesus’ death is witnhessed bv fA T c. ' .; vilérﬁen who followed him. In
John's Gospel soldiers . * __3U8' side with a spear to check that he is deac

; en to one of his followers, Joseph of Arimathea, to bury.
left on the crosses, as it was the day of preparation for the Passover.
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Resurrection — Synopsis

Jesus died on the Friday, and the Sabbath (Saturday) the next day was kef:
Consequently, the women who followed Jesus could not go to prepare his §
morning. The resurrection story varies greatly between the different gosg:
all four versions (in the order they appear in the Bible).

+ In Matthew's Gospel, an angel appears to the women and tells them t
then Jesus appears to his disciples when the women have told them t

‘Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, toc
worshipped him.” (Matthew 28:9 NRSV) ,.

.

Mary Magc

Jesus, and pr

sus appears to Mary Magdalene and disciples,

then to fiis disciples. several of th

that she we

¢ In Luke's Gospel, two men (often presumed to be which explai

angels) appear to the women and tell them that Jesus often referre

has risen. The women are scared and tell the disciples. no soli
The disciples do not want to believe them, though

Peter goes to investigate the tomb. Jesus then
appears to two of his followers on a journey, though they do not realis
down to eat. He also appears to Simon Peter and his other disciples,
and teaching them. He tells them to wait in Jerusalem [for the Holy S
good news about him.

‘“While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling ¢
The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but h:
(Luke 24:4-5 NRSV)

¢ InJohn’s Gospel, Mary Magdalene finds the empty tomb and alerts sc
two angels sitting in the tomb, and then she sees Jesus. Then Jesus ap:
the disciple Thomas, and then again when Thomas is present. Thoma:
Thomas’ because he would not believe that Jesus had risen until he sa
appears to his disciples again when they are fishir:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Ascension — Synopsis

The ascension is not sper"l g m' 1 tloned in Matthew’s Gospel or John's
ends with Jegg te'!s 1. mlples to go out and teach about him and mé:
implying t4% cavmg them physically. This is known as the Great Co::
more in thek n on The Place of Mission, Evangelism and Church Grow:.
also given in Mark’s Gospel. John's Gospel ends with a conversation betw
testimony from the Gospel writer.

i
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In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus blesses his disciples and ascends to heaven, and th
Gospel mentions that Jesus was taken up into heaven and seated next to G

[ “While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up ir;
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The ascension is also recorded in the Book of Acts:

‘When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a clou:
While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly tw
by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw
(Acts 1:9-11 NRSV)

Beliefs and Teachings about Jesus Arising from the
Crucifixion/Resurrection/Ascension

e Jesus' sacrifice replaced the Jewish law. (l—'ic, oL ra d
blood are a new covenant mstear‘ ois e = mnAcovenant
of the law.) L
* Jesus was obedien & & il W|II in submlttlng to death.
; " u 1y enough to die for them.
an, as he was able to die.
ed that dying was his purpose - he did not try
to stop the priests or Pilate from putting him to death.

Importance to Christians of the
Crucifixion/Resurrection/Ascension for their Life and Worship

Taking it further...
Why don't you read Matthew 26-28, Mark 14-16, Luke 22-24, and John 18—
passion and resurrection narratives?

Different aspects of Jesus' resurrection and crucifixion also have particular
for Christians.

Aspect of

Jesus’ last days Importance and Slgnlflcal"%

Jesus died at For Christians, Jesus became the Pass over lamb. The J;7
the time of the | Passover to remember when * .. va . marked their dc?gg COPYRIGHT
Passover they were saved frnr e ‘“'“ gue of death in Egypt, an: PROTECTED

festival from the Er" L ' ~_ow, for Christians, Jesus was the
l\/'= Voo h"denomlnatlons remember Jesus’ sacrii

Ngh the sacrament of the Eucharist; sharing brea
of Jesus giving his life to save them from their sin — Jes
because of his sacrifice.

Jesus’ death
predicted
Last Sup

i
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Aspect of

Jesus’ last days Importance and Significar:

Many Christians believe that various aspects of Jesus
correspond to Old Testament prophecy. Some belie\
servant’ mentioned in Isaiah 53. Some believe that sol:

Fulfilment of clothing and Jesus being mocked correspond with pro;
Old Testament . . .

(among other things). If Jesus fulfilled prophecy, this
prophesy

redeem humankind had been part of God'’s plan for
believe these prophecies were fulfilled, and do not b
the first place.)

When Jesus had spoken about 4. ylng the Temple
in his trial in front of thal W! » _uunul in some gospe
meant the Ter 1

Destroying the

Temple and -
.p o interp: ~» ﬂ"a e meant himself; that God dwelt wi
rebuilding in
. e mple was destroyed, less than 50 years after .
three day;

»Jesus as replacing the physical Temple — that they shou
Jesus, not through animal sacrifices, when Jesus was th
The Temple curtain separated the Holy of Holies (the pa§
was supposed to dwell) from the rest of the Temple. T
The Temple seen to symbolise that Jesus’ death had removed the ba:
curtain tearing | ~he reconciled them. Christians today believe that any:
have a relationship with him through Jesus.

in two
Christians believe that this applies to gentiles (non—Jews}j
death removed the barrier between God and all of hums
. Christians believe that Jesus overcame sin and death, &
Jesus rising ;

The religion of Christianity has continued due to beli
Christians celebrate at Easter time.

Jesus’ These show Jesus' divinity and remind Christians of hi.
resurrection could overcome death and rise to heaven. As Jesus as:
and ascension | believed to be alive — able to help and watch over Chri:

from the dead

Divergent Emphases on the Significance of Crucifixion/ Resurrection;

Catholics tend to emphasise the importance of the crucifixion over the re.i
most important thing was Jesus dying to save humanity from sin. Protesté
resurrection over the crucifixion — they feel that this was when Jesus overce
to have eternal life. "

All Christians believe that Jesus asr de . oo heaven For most this is sig
Jesus is still alive in heave* 150 be seen to be significant because
;out dylng in the Old Testament.
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Most Christians believe that Jesus was resurrected physically — that his boc
Biblical evidence for this includes Jesus’ tomb being empty, Jesus eating, a
to touch his crucifixion wounds.

-

“Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw tk
and the cloth that had been on Jesus” head, not lying with the linen wrappi:
by itself.” (John 20:6-7 NRSV)

‘Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach o
side. Do not doubt but believe.”” (John 20:27 NRSV)

However, some Christians (often mode_‘rr‘ E o ‘<s WS “bellieve that Jesus w
not in his body - the resurrecte” [ « - lr sld do things which humans cou
appearing inalockedr=z .~ "

ed from their sight.’” (Luke 24:31 NRSV)

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors ¢
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood an:
with you.”” (John 20:19 NRSV)

However, many Christians who believe in a physical resurrection believe th
different in some way, so that it could do these things.

Belief in a physical resurrection is significant, |
because it shows God's power to be able to resurrect Paus
physical bodies, and his complete control over the What do you thi
world. However, belief in a spiritual resurrection is Jesus' disciples did
still significant because it means that God can raise a | Tom the dead? W
person’s spirit from the dead.

10) Give three reasons why the Jesus of the Gospels seems divine.

11) State three things which happened atle..

12) 'Christians should believe that Jesus was God." Discuss this statemen

Analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view for and again
views within Christianity, and refer to sources of wisdom and authori
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Keywords:
+ atonement — making up for something; in Christianity, Jesus achieving sal

paying a price

Salvation

Salvation refers to the view within Christianity that Christians have been

death and resurrection, from sin and its consequences ‘- 2ath). This mea
death, or punishment, and can have a new sta’..! av ;’;] taith that God lov
Salvation restores the relationship be*.~ - GL.:and humans which had b

are forgiven,

Christians i L1t ao"‘i:ﬁg wrong (sin) separates them from God, and ¢
(death). H ¥ Jesus died instead — he paid the price which they shou
have a relationship with God, a clean slate. Also, when they die, this will b
on with God in heaven. So salvation is important because it offers Christi
opportunities and cancels their debt of sin — God forgives them.

-
‘For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Chris

(Romans 6:23 NRSV)

Different ideas about salvation:
Christians accept that there is salvation because Jesus died and rose again. H
about who can receive salvation, and how.

One view which some Christians, such as St Augustine, hold is that salvation is
and that God has predestined who to save; chosen them at the beginning
sinned, they have no right to salvation, and God has not chosen to save every
means that humans do not have to worry about being perfect, because God d
individual has done.

A second view held by some Christians is that humans have free will to choos
accept what Jesus has done for them, and that salvation is down to the indiv
grace and follow Jesus. This seems positive because no one is automatically ex

pressure on Christians to believe and live good |i

Fiveo remember this?
seople liken the first view of salvation,
~ «irough predestination (being chosen by God),
to a cat. Cats pick their young up by the neck to
carry them.

Some people liken the second view of salvation,
where the human must reach out to God, to a
monkey. Baby monkeys must grab onto their

mothers to be carried.
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Atonement

Atonement refers to ~ow Jesus achieved salvation, and how he redeeme
for (or atoned for) their sins, so saved them from the consequences.

Atonement is a significant concept because it explains how it was possible
for God to pay humans' debt himself and heal the rift between God and h
atoning for humans’ sins, he could not have brought them salvation. God
humanity in this way, through Jesus’ actions.

Different ideas about atonement - nature of atonement f
There are different ideas about how Jesus managed to atone for sin and save h
could pay the price to redeem humans because he wz . 1o nan, but he was ab
because he was divine. Some think Jesus arhi e A ..ement through sacrifi
ransom — necessary for sin — death fthi i« | s used throughout because it is a
Jesus' sacrifice defeated thoue ) 'A_‘su <hat he could no longer control sinner

e " “mysterious and not fully explainable.

,:a*

[Jesus, W#Eing about himself:] ‘For the Son of Man came not to be served t
give his life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45 NRSV)

\_

The link between salvation and atonement: Salvation is what Christians
he saved humanity. Atonement refers to how Christians believe he did it -

Law

Before Jesus, Jews aimed to achieve salvation through following God's
law (the Jewish law) — most Jews still follow the Jewish law. The point
of having a law was that it could show what was right and wrong —
what was a sin and what wasn't. If there was a command not to do
something, then people knew that it was a sin and could avoid it.
Equally, if there was a commandment 7o do something (e.g. worship in
a certain way) people knew that to act in a way which did notfulfil this
was sinful.

However, many Christians believe that the law was not a permanent soluti
replaced this. Instead of following a written law, they should instead folloy
perfectly expressed in Jesus.

“This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those da:
I will put my laws in their minds, and write them on the Y hearts, and I will
shall be my people.” (Hebrews 8:10 NR5V)

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

¢ erfree from sin, and also free fron:

Because of Jesus, Chrlstlans tor ..«j o

% ;Iv L0

faith that G«, es and cares for them. lg

However, while Christians do not follow all of the rules in the Old Testam
should follow the principles of God’s law — just because Jesus died for hun

that Christians can do anything they like. However, St Paul makes it clear t ‘ EdUﬁG‘thﬁ
by following the law, only by following Jesus.

‘... yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but th:
(Galatians 2:16 NRSV)
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Sin
The term ’sin’ often refers to acting against God’s will, but can also refer tc
God due to humans not matching up to God’s perfection. The consequent
death and hell - if people act against God, they will be punished by dying =
believe that if they confess their sins and ask God to forgive them, then he
hell, but will receive eternal life in heaven. The Apostles’ Creed and the Ni
belief that God has forgiven / will forgive sins.

As seen in the sections on Biblical Accounts of Creation and The Problem ¢
Loving and Righteous God, there are two types of sin within Christianity — «
(though not all Christians believe in original sin). To = >, original sinis a |
by humans, and personal sin is where humans i iv: ; iﬁaliy choose to disok:

Jesus can be seen as a secon! ada xvnocame to remedy the Fall and/or
relationship with Ged = At sin’” Regardless of whether humans inherit s
will somet i O tney need saving — through Jesus.

St Paul believed that all humans have committed sin, none are perfect like

[ ‘... all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...” (Romans 3:23 NRSV

Jesus gave many teachings on sin, recorded in the New Testament. He te.
sinners, to rescue people from the consequences of sin. He told many pec:
forgiven and preached that God would forgive the sins of those who repel
authority to forgive sins.

‘For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13 NRSV
‘When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are for

‘It you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins
(John 20:23 NRSV)

Jesus also taught that sin was severe — it should be avoided at all costs.

‘And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is L
your members than for your whole body to go into hell.” (Matthew 5:30 N

Further, Jesus corrected a misconcent.c . . ouL sin WhICh was common at
not necessarlly the result of r =Gy may not punish sin on Earth, and gc

Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blin
might be revealed in him.”” (John 9:2-3 NRSV)
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Grace and the Spirit

Christians believe that grace is a spiritual gift which God can give to
people in order to save them. For example, Christians believe that
sending Jesus to save humans was an extension of God's grace — his
redeeming love.

‘From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.’ !
(John 1:16 NRSV)

The Holy Spirit, the third Person of God in the Trinity, is also believed to b
can send his grace; by sending Christians the Hok .2+
seen as a gift of the Spirit. Many Christien: fe *I *:.. they can also receive ¢
teaching in the Bible and throuv 2! ::;’:":l;{.::%i‘_‘Ae-"its;”for example, reliving Jesus.
accepting a new spirituz! - ; ! “agh béptism.

‘For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law
(Romans 8:2 NRSV)

Christian’s belief in grace is important — they feel that without God’s grace
God would not have sent Jesus.

‘... they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that
(Romans 3:24 NRSV)

The Role of Christ in Salvation — Common and Divergent Christian B@

Jesus' role in salvation is that he brought humans salvation — without him,
chance at a relationship with God. This is expressed in the Nicene Creed.
to a man called Nicodemus that he has come from heaven, so that those v.
eternal life (live forever). He explains that those who believe will be saved,
will not be saved.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone wi
may not perish but may have eternal life.”” (John 3:16 NT'SV)

Christians, from the beginning of Chris. » 1, liave taught that salvation o

Jesus' disciple Peter proclai=.c 1 tt s \1i/Acts 4:8-12 - that everyone must b

Some people wonder why Jesus had to die to end this separation between
could click his fingers and make everything ok if he wanted to? One Chrisi
both just and merciful. Wrong had been done, so a just God has to punis
However, he is merciful and wants to forgive. The solution: he accepts the
he can forgive humanity. This is like paying a debt for a friend — the debt
it instead of them.
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While all Christians believe that Jesus has brought them salvation, there ar:
salvation works (as seen above). Some Christians, including Calvinists, belis
available for certain people — people cannot freely choose it, because God
saved before they were even conceived.

It can be argued that some Christians focus so much on predestination,
salvation comes from the act of God predestining their salvation alone anc
resurrection.

Lutherans believe that those who have faith are predestined to be saved.
are saved through their faith (in Jesus), and not what the - do - because th
comes through Jesus’ death and resurrection. ar . "g’tﬁ,{ough actions.

av 4 uuouah faith, and this is not your own d
“acno one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NRSV)

‘For by grace you have b-.
not the result of w: “« .

Lutherans a**Calvinists would interpret Ephesians 2:8-9 to mean that God
a gift), and so no one can choose to come to God, without God choosing t
them).

However, other Christians believe that while God has chosen that those w
humans still have free will to choose whether to come to God and accept
fall into this category. They feel that Jesus brought all the possibility of sat
from God, not through anything humans have done to
deserve it. However they interpret faith being a ‘gift’ to
mean that God has offered it to all — anyone can
choose to accept faith, and then God saves them.

Belief in Forgiveness and Repentance for All

These differing views on predestination, free will,
faith and salvation have raised issues for Christians. In
several places in the Gospels, Jesus says that he has
come for all. He tells his disciples to proclaim to all
peoples ‘repentance and forgiveness of sins’ — in other

words that those who repent will be forgiven.
Stained glass

Jesus tef

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are ¢ar 7 ¢ heavy burdens, and I

(Matthew 28:11 NRSV)

and []esus] said ‘¢ o

This can be seen to suggest that all people can choose to come to God — &
forgiven. Other places in the New Testament also suggest that God wants
cannot have chosen only certain people to be saved.

‘“The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is p
any to perish, but all to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9 NRSV)
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i Taking it further...
I Find out more about different beliefs about free will, predestinati

However, Calvinists, Lutherans, and many other Christians do not believe ti:
forgiven — because God has only chosen to save certain people. Some aIsa“}
chosen to damn those who he has not chosen to save — they have no hope:
consequence of predestination, but many who believe in predestination tc
does not actively choose to damn others, but that their damnation is just t
their sins, and of not being saved.)

Christians, such as Calvinists and Lutherans, interpr2i « :c | e Bible verses in
all who are weary, this does not |mply evero e~ . e may not be weary. “
proclaim forgiveness to all peonler, 3¢ - - this does not imply that all inc.
but just that people in 2l ary ,JidCES have this option.

Even pass; ' | us 2 Peter 3 (which was a letter) could be taken as refe:
who will bey rather than all people everywhere. Many Bible verses d:
Jesus will be saved, and so Calvinists and Lutherans can argue that these p
to have faith. Others, such as Methodists can argue that faith is a free cho

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone wh
perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NR5V)

Common and Divergent Christian Beliefs about the Need for Salvatic%

All Christians believe that they need salvation — all sin, and all should have
However, reasons for needing salvation differ, as do primary motivations f

Churches which believe in original sin, such as the Catholic Church, believe
to reunite them with God because of how Adam and Eve damaged human
personal sins).

Christians who do not accept original sin, such as many modern Protestani
need saving due to something which Adam and Eve did, but rather they ne
themselves have done (they believe that all humans are imperfect and will

Orthodox Christians are mainly concerned with needlng saIvatlon as a way
have a relationship with him. '

Some branches of Christianity, such ac. r ?.-fhif;jj__:.ferrfbHasise needing salva:
punishment of sin. .

the concept of salvation.

14) Explain why beliefs about salvation and atonement are important to -
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Eschatological Beliefs and Te

Christians believe in an afterlife — that there will be another life after death
important within Christianity.

Keywords:

¢ catechism - here, official Catholic teaching

+ eschatology — anything to do with the end of things, such as the end of life
has a religious context

heaven — a place people go after death, where God is

hell - a place people go after death away from Goc' ..~

immortality of the soul — where a spiritual ..i ' : peison continues fore
judgment — when people will be ro 2 - 1 ¢ gunished for their lives
parables — stories with an i"... 1 .~ .rg, for the purpose of teaching
Parousia — Greek f o+ Jr coming, here this means the second comin
k- . . . _dtholics believe people may go after death to do pen

L R R R 2R 2ER R R 2

Resurrection and life after death (resurrection of the body and |mmc3§

Not all Christians agree on how life after death works. Some
believe that God will raise humans’ physical bodies at the
end of time. Others believe that a spiritual part of a person,
their soul, lives on after death and goes straight to
heaven/hell/purgatory (see the section on these below).
Some Christians believe in both; that the soul will enter the
afterlife immediately after death, but that there will be a
bodily resurrection for everyone at judgment at the end of
time, where souls and bodies are reunited. In other words,
people will enter a spiritual realm after death based on their
actions during their life, and many will go to purgatory to
atone for sins (see more on this below). At the end of time,
God will judge everyone on their actions during life and
after death, and people will then enter either heaven or hell
for the rest of eternity (people who had previously been in
purgatory have the chance to enter heaven).

Therefore, there are varied beliefs about the nature of * = urrection: some k
immediate at death; some believe that it is de'.;: 1 , ejfil the end of time; s
be resurrected while some believe th=. > - ! niucbe, and that in heaven th
bodies, completely different *z ear + y wodies. However, all Christians agre
that this is available to _ *« n _acause Jesus has saved them and God has tl

‘ ons of resurrection correspond with different interpretat
Christians believe that people will remain dead until the last judgement, w
just a brief transition — after death they will be spiritually in heaven.)

Different Bible passages support different ideas about resurrection.
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Some Christians believe in resurrection of the body because Jesus was ra
sort of bodily form, and he raised others from the dead physically; for exa
Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5). Also, Jesus taught that the dead will be raised fr:
time. St Paul questioned how Christians could doubt resurrection when Je
Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed are taken to affirm belief in resurre
the Nicene Creed).

““Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in tl
voice and will come out...”” (John 5:28-29 NRSV)

‘Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dﬂa i yv can some of you
the dead?” (1 Corinthians 15:12 NRSV) -5

Many Chrlstlam befiaty ‘*1 hen their body is resurrected, it will be diffe

a|

‘...flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God... For the trumpet wi
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must
this mortal body must put on immortality.” (1 Corinthians 15:50, 52-53 NRS

However, other Christians believe in immortality of the soul because Jest:
6:47; 17:2), not life which ends and then starts again at some point in the fi:
thieves on the cross that he would be in heaven that day, which implies th
wait to be resurrected at the end of time. (With reference to the previous
believe that Christians will get improved spiritual bodies in heaven immed

[to the thief on the cross] ““Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paz
(Luke 23:43 NRSV)

The Catholic Church teaches that both will happen, because the Bible teac
not want to deny any teachings of Jesus.

Activity
Find some more Bible quotes which support dlfferent ideas abo

Resurrection is important because' - :
+ Christians believe that there v “ie | - Jfter death.

— This can comfor* ** lr*mause they know death will not be the e

- < 1. .2 triem to live good lives because they know God

g

) c‘)ﬂ‘fﬂresurrection illuminates the character of God.
— God s powerful enough to overcome death (demonstrated by Jes

brought back to life in the Bible).
— God is loving and forgiving — he wants humans to enjoy heaven v

‘But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those wh
death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also cc
for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:
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Heaven, Hell (and Purgatory)

Most Christians believe in heaven, which is a place where people will be w
from the passages about judgment and the end of time, Jesus says he wil
disciples in heaven (John 14:1-4). Those writing in the New Testament al
life after death, as expressed in 1 Corinthians 5:1-10.

-

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In m
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to p
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you
there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am goir:

0 nd, we have a buil
zuans 5:1 NRSV)

‘For we know that if the earthly tent we live in ic...
made with hands, eternal in the heavens ’ (Z

\_

‘... they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night with
who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, a
not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the centre of the th
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe awv.
(Revelation: 7:15-17 NRSV)

Most Christians also believe in hell, somewhere outside of heaven and aw.
about judgment Jesus does not make hell sound very nice. It is compared

““Ibeing thrown out into the darkness], where there will be weeping and gn
(Matthew 25:30 NRSV)

Hell has been portrayed in many different ways.
In medieval times, ‘doom’ paintings, portraying
final judgment, were common on the walls of
churches, to remind Christians that they wanted
to go to heaven and not be condemned to the
terrors of hell.

However, many Christians today do not beliey &
that hell is a place of physical torti=> w - . was
believed in medieval time< Jeve that
hell is the abeggce « © . . ‘éven that those

' tcp-existing altogether.

Jesus taught that sin would cause people to go to hell — and that it was be
if people do sin, then the punishment of hell will be terrible.
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‘If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better
members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your righ
off and throw it aways; it is better for you to lose one of your members than ;
hell.” (Matthew 5:29-30)

Some Christians, believe in a place called purgatory, where Christians can g
their sins before being allowed to enter heaven. Belief in purgatory is taugh
Catholics pray for those they believe to be in purgatory, in the hope of help
However, many other churches, such as the Church of England, teach that b
they believe it is not supported by the Bible.

The Catholic Church argues thatitis sunc ec Im Bible. For example, Je
cannot be forgiven now, or after .« . » _iaeCatholic Church takes this to ¢
forgiven after death— e~ .« . are'not forgiven before death then peopi:

to purify thgesilelv. « . * . death in order to be forgiven — /in purgatory.
“Whoe¥"speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoe
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”

The Catholic Catechism also points out that the tradition of praying for th
Old Testament. If people were already in heaven or hell forever after dea
sense to pray for them.

However, it can be argued that sins might be forgiven at judgment withou
after death, and, especially with belief in resurrection of the body, that pra:
that God will judge the dead more favourably at a future judgment.

Belief in heaven, hell and purgatory is significant, as it encourages Christiat
beliefs are also significant because they create boundaries between differe
different beliefs about purgatory held by the Church of England and Cathc

Judgment

Judgment is the event at the end of time and/or when each individual per:
people based on what they believed, and whether they lived a good or bac
judgment results in people being sent to heaven, hell or purgatory (see the
(Note:1If Christians, such as Catholics, believe in immea:* lity of the soul &

they believe that people are judged twice - wt .- th; die and at the end ¢

Judgment is important becat's i¢ .45 the eternal fate of a person — wk

or condemned.

Aesop’s fables, to explain what judgment and the end of time would be lit
parable of the sheep and the goats, and the parable of the ten bridesmaid
and the Nicene Creed teach that Jesus will judge humanity at the end of ti:
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The parable of the sheep and the goats
Matthew 25:31-46 NRSV
Jesus will come back at the end of time and separate th
people (sheep) from the bad people (goats). He will gra
sheep the 'kingdom' and ‘eternal life’ because they fec
watered him, welcomed him, clothed him, and cared fo
visited him. The sheep will ask when they did these thi
Jesus will tell them that when they did these things for a
they did it for him.

He will then tell the goats that they did not care for ot
and help them. They will be - = demned to ‘eterna

R

Truly I tell you ]us‘r a

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids
Matthew 25:1-12
Ten bridesmaids were waiting for the bridegroom, but he was delayed, so they
five had brought extra oil for their lamps. When the bridegroom (representing
extra oil had run out. They had to go to buy some more. When they got back t
heaven), everyone else had gone in, but the doors were locked and they were n
ready for the kingdom of heaven to come at any ti

It was not just Jesus who taught that people would be judged at the end ¢
believed in judgment and continued to teach about judgment.

‘For all of us must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.” (2 C

E Taking it further...
: Read more about the end of time: Matthew 24-25, including the Parable of t
I that those who use their gifts will be judged favourably and those who do

Interestingly, when talking about judgement, biblical teachings generally r
their actions and whether they have done good or bad ‘lowever, many Ci
will be saved and inherit eternal life based on the'- .+ «h -nd following Jes&
have done. Therefore, there is a tensmn Sl f istians who claim tha:
on their behaviour, and Christiz . % & = .,gue that those with faith will be s

‘whave been saved through faith, and this is not your own d
of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NRSV)
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Importance and Influence Today

Because Christians believe Jesus died so that they could have eternal life,
Those who feel that they are living lives pleasing to God may not fear deat
it is not the end. The teachings about life after death are important becau

[ “Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live”” (John 11:25 NR&

The teachings of judgment in the New Testament also encourage Christiar:
consider a ‘good’ life (for example, taking care of the hungry and the sick, «
sheep and the goats, Matthew 25), in order not to ‘go to hell’. So the teac
because they help Christians to make decisions ki « «g that they will be |
portray the teachings about life after dec*t ag “ «@assuring, but scary — it
know what will happen if thev == 1 =~ .cd”
Because some Christiar . 4 < .nat they should focus on the afterlife, bei:

R i 1 ., diem to isolate themselves from normal life — mai
use they value the afterlife more than human life that th:
on worshipping God and on the afterlife.

6
desires, to fo

Some Christians interpret...

[ ““No one comes to the Father except through me [Jesus]”” (John 14:6 NRSV)

... to mean that only Christians will go to heaven - such
Christians, therefore, feel that they must believe and practice
Christianity in order to go to heaven when they die. This often
leads to Christians trying to convert others to Christianity so that
they too can experience heaven. This belief is important because
it influences Christians’ views of non-Christians and also their
actions — without such a belief they might not be as concerned
with converting others to Christianity.

However, other Christians interpret John 14:6 as meaning that no one can
except through Christianity, but that people can experience God in other v
This belief is important, as those who hold it will feel that people of other i
and it may prompt them to work with people of other religions for commc
ultimately want the same things.

Apocalyetic Ideas in the Early Church
There is evidence that Christians . 'FU Church believed that the world
in their lifetime. Indeed | - >.red to suggest that he believed that the
implied thazeslvo + = - ‘

for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who *
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” (Matthew 16:27-28 NRSV)

Jesus also gave warning signs of the end of the ‘age’, especially in Matthew
because he says that it would not be the end when the signs occur, but that
end of time was coming, and that the signs of the end of the world would ¢
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‘Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things hav
(Matthew 24:34 NRSV)

The apostles also continued this teaching — many of St Paul’s teachings ca
he believed the world would end soon. For example, he encouraged peog
not to have children).

‘Now concerning virgins, I have no command of the Lord, but I give my op
Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. I think that, in view of the i'npending crisis, it
you are... | mean, brothers and sisters, the ap‘pov* = u e has grown short.
world is passing away.” (1 Corinthians 7:25- .o, . L

Common and Divergs { ,a f‘a“bbu} the Second Coming of Christ (

k th world did not end during the first or second
rIy Christians may have believed this, Christians
today cannot. All Christians believe that the world will end one
day, and that Jesus will judge humans at the end of their lives
and/or at the final judgement. However, Christians today differ in
what they believe will happen, and when.

However,

Firstly, Christians have tried to explain how the passages of Jesus’
teaching can be re-interpreted so that they are not wrong. This
can be done in various ways — they can reinterpret words such as
‘generation’ to mean a span of time much longer than what
humans would normally class as a generation. Some believe that
the return Jesus spoke of was spiritual — that he brought his
followers the Kingdom of Heaven (on Earth) after his death. Some
feel that Jesus correctly predicted the beginning of the end of the
world — and that the world has just been ending very slowly — for
example they may feel he predicted the destruction of the Temple
in 70CE. Some believe that Jesus’ teaching refers to the
immortality of the soul (Christians would not truly ‘taste death’ as they w

There are many interpretations, and if you are interested, you will find mar:
However, it can be argued that none of them are full\' < isfactory. Many r
expect the end of the world in their lifetime, 2 .& >t concentrate on th::
also point to Jesus' teaching that ever, il A .ot know exactly when the v
people would not know whf‘ ne u St would end - so they feel that they

o i

ot dayand hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, n
¥ crefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
(Matthew 24:36, 44 NRSV)

However, there are some Christians today who are actively expecting the e
have heard about 'rapture predictions’ on the news. There are many grou
Protestant evangelicals. For example, some Afrikaner Calvinists believe th
coming after the end of apartheid (racial segregation in South Africa).
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Some Christians who are concerned with the end of the world coming soo::
believe that when Jesus returns he will rule the Earth for a period of time (o
exactly 1000 years, a millennium) before judgement (most mainstream Chi:
many believe that Jesus is ruling in heaven now).

There are many different types of millennialism; many believe that the sec
heralded by terrible events.

‘And you will hear of wars and rumours of wars; see that you are not alarm
but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation and kingdom agai:
famines and earthquakes in various places: all thi- i 1. the beginning of tl
(Matthew 24:6-8 NRSV)

Some Christians have 5~ o “>uwars in the Middle East, and are not concs

=5 . riecessary, and even desirable, as they want Jesus &
believe tha'f$ hristians will experience a rapture— they will be taken uj
during, or after the Earth reaches the climax of the terrible events (even the
world events are the start of the end of the world do not believe that they |
stage yet).

15) Name three examples of places which Christians may believe people

16) Describe the concept of life after death within Christianity.
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Summary for Beliefs and Tea

+ The Christian God is believed to have many characteristics, such as be
(all-knowing), omnipotent (all-powerful), eternal, transcendent, imn:
forgiving. He is believed to be a judge. Christianity is monotheistic,
believe in and worship only one God.

+ Many Christians believe in one God, in three Persons: Father, Son and |
Trinity. Some Christians believe that there is an authority structure wi:
not. Not all Christians believe in the Trinity — some feel that Jesus was

+ Christians believe that God created the world. Accn: nts of this are fou
of John. Christians may take from accounte = - dti n that they are s
in God's image, and that they sho'lc ! ok °‘ ~-C'réation Some Christia
are to be interpreted litera", v ' 'ff - hers think they should be interp
Christians believe i~ & “wnat Adam and Eve’s sin caused human

: narand suffering exists because it is hard to explain
and rice , he allows evil and suffering to exist. Believers may que
that their God should not allow natural evil or moral evil. Some Chri
suffering exist as a consequence of the Fall and original sin.

+ Christians believe that Jesus is the Messiah (anointed one) who came t
They refer to him as ‘Lord’ and believe he is the Son of God — most of :
Jesus showed Christians that they should love others, regardless of whe
the circumstances — agape. Many of Jesus’ teachings can be found in
Matthew 5-7.

+ Many Christians believe that Jesus was the incarnation of God: God ir:.
Incarnation, Christians may feel that they know what God wants throug
they are saved through his sacrifice. Christians believe that Jesus was ¢
rose back to life. After being witnessed by his disciples and giving the:
to heaven. Christians believe that his death and resurrection saved tt
a relationship with God.

+ Christians believe that Jesus brought them salvation by dying for thei
atoned (made up) for their sin. Christians have different views on wh:
salvation to a few, or whether it is available to all who seek it and Jesu
lives. Many Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled the Jewish law so th.
saved through Jesus, rather than by following rules. Christians believe
of God's grace. Christians believe that all humans need saving becaus

¢ Christians have various understandings conce:>i - yf}_e afterlife.
Jesus taught that people would be jl-c' j€ 1 2. - qeath and that they
should be prepared for God' 1 3¢ . v Most Christians believe in
heaven and heII and ~ o~ pa egein purgatory, a place to do
penancp.'ﬂﬁfo ¢ *s. .1 some Christians believe that God will
ple's phy5|cal bodies at the end of time, and some
e soul lives on immediately after death and is
immorta ; some believe in both. Some Christians believe that only
Christians will go to heaven, because Jesus is the only way to God,
but not all do. Early Christians believed that the world would end
very soon, possibly within their lifetime, but many Christians do not
expect the imminent end of the world today. However, some
Christians do, and believe that Jesus will come back to rule on Earth
for a period of time before judgement.
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Pracftices

Religious practices are very important within Christianity. Christians worsh:;
and speak to him through prayer. Special practices called sacraments are ¢
denominations. Christians have set celebrations and may make pilgrima¢
are very important to many Christians.

Keywords:
¢ church/Church — has various meanings: a collection of Christians OR a Chr
(church) OR the authority in a particular denomm'n‘ . ‘hurch)

,er to God

¢ pilgrimage — making a physical journey *o fa\, f
+ worship - devotion to God

Worship

Worship is a very broad term covering acts of devotion to God. This often
Christianity it also covers things such as asking for forgiveness and learning
can be formal or informal, in a group or done individually; so it can vary in :

Keywords:
¢ baptism —a sacrament which involves being anointed with, or immersed in
life in Jesus

¢ charismatic — in Christianity, a movement which emphases the role of the
charismatic may be lively, and open to the Holy Spirit.

congregation — the members of a Church who are not leading a service
icons — important religious images within churches like Orthodox Churches
liturgy — set worship; either exact words or a format

Lord’s Prayer — a prayer which Jesus taught his disciples to pray
revelation — experiencing God in a way in which he is seen or heard, or kn

* & & o o

The Structure of Church Services

Most Christian denominations hold church services, often on Sunday mor
well as at other times. Not all church services follow the same structure —
worship in different ways. For example, the Roman Catholic mass will diff
Anglican Communion service, and this will differ agai~ 7 ‘m a Greek Ortho
are very different from the worship of other d ,.":io'ns

The services may incIude some %f rase worshlp practices (explained

e Bible readings
e Sacraments e.g. the Eucharist
e Creeds
e Devotion to icons and lighting candles
Taking it further...
Research the structure of the Roman Catholic mass, Anglican Communion serv
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Quaker meetings are less structured than the services of many other deno::
room (often in a circle, rather than in rows) and wait in silence reflecting. 'E“?
to say something by the Holy Spirit. Anyone can speak, there is not one p«
leading the service.

An Example of Methodist Sunday Morning Worship
Methodist churches start their Sunday mornings in different ways. In man:
music playing before the service to allow people time for reflection before
However, in other churches, tea and coffee will be served before the servic
'social occasion'’. In either case, before the service begins, notices may be o
congregation of upcoming events (e.g. extra service: meeting groups), .
events which have occurred (e.g. the success « it ’fv mislng) The preachet
announced — this may be the churc-' ¢ o mmster (paid and full-time), a
(voluntary) or a minister o "cb 'f ‘rom another church. Often the persc
announce thatghe~ th short time of silence (a minute or two) befor

Ao

The service% pegin in a number
of ways. Often there is a call to
worship from the minister/preacher
leading the service. This could be a
prayer, a Bible verse, or a poem —
to get people into the mood to
worship. Equally, the
minister/preacher may just say
something along the lines of, Tt is
good to worship God on this
sunny/rainy morning.’

Alternatively, if the church has a choir, they may sing a song to begin the <
items at any time during a service, as well as joining in with the hymns.)

The outside of a Meti

Often this will be followed by a hymn/worship song, and then by a prayer(:
is, and thanking him.

If there are children in the congregation, the minister/preacher may addre:
may tell a story, ask the children questions, or ask the children to help thet
This will be linked to some biblical story or religious point e.g. caring for ¢
another hymn/song, during which the children are I|! 'y 0 leave the churc
children’s groups. Alternatively, in some I\/lnt! i urches, children beg
and come into the service to share Neai o eird. p(If there are many chilc
are likely to be family wort" . erv s regularly, maybe once a month, wh
the whole sengce, 3¢ o il we at a more appropriate level for them.) If th
congregat! i mster/preacher may still use this part of the service tc
illustrate a

After the second hymn, there may be Bible readings. Generally there will L
the Old Testament and one from the New Testament. In some churches
Testament reading, a Gospel reading, and another reading from somewhe
Then there will be another hymn.
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After this, there will be a sermon or talk — exploring a particular Bible passa:;
into parts — a response to the Bible readings, and then further points. The h
linked their sermon to the Bible readings which the church wanted, or picke
with their sermon (the Bible readings may have been set, or suggested, or t
free choice). Hymns and prayers are also likely to have been chosen to fit v

After the sermon, there is likely to be another hymn/song, then prayers, as%«-é
also asking him to help others, and look after the world. Current situation:.
of the congregation may be included. Then there may be a final hymn anc
bless the congregation.

Often there will be tea and coffee after the se \/I(
space for reflection, and provide vot rit & . ~ho are happy to pray with pe:

example th&#iay be more or fewer hymns and prayers. Methodist
, . . . the Peace
The Lord’s Prayer will usually be included somewhere in }
. . . congregati
the service. There will be an offering — where the handshake
congregation can give money to either the church or a or 'Peace

nominated charity / charitable project at some point, often
during a hymn.

If there is a baptism, this will usually take place early in the service, for exa
address. If it is a Communion service (a service including the Eucharist), thﬁ
the end of the service, at some point after the sermon. Itis usual to have &
at least once a month. Services in general can last anywhere from 45 minu:
they will be shorter if aimed at children and the whole family, or longer if t
as baptism and the Eucharist.

Bible readings will usually be read by someone other than the minister/pre.
be said by others. In the Methodist Church, anyone can read the Bible or |
children.

Purposes of Worship
Christians worship in order to spend time with God. Worship can be in se:
aside specific time for God, or spending time W|th i a ring day-to-day ki
relationship with God. -

k{:odand also ask him to forgive them

Christians want to prais= -
‘ in their lives, and to help others.

want to ask ‘g to

Christians a®% want to learn more about God, and about what he wants th
they may concentrate on how to live better lives for God.

Some Christians also believe that they receive God's grace through worshi
the sacraments (more on this in the section on Sacraments overleaf).
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Different Forms of Worship — Role and Importance

Liturgy
What — Liturgy can be used to describe a set service, where specific word:
followed, but it can refer more generally to a format for worship. The prie
the majority of the service, but there may also be parts where the congregc
general responses, prayers, or to take part in creeds. Many denomination:.
contain their liturgies, such as the Roman Missal (Catholic), Common Wors!
Methodist Worship Book. You could research more about these if you wat

When - A liturgy where everything is set may be used when the service in:
liturgy for the Eucharist is very common, as are b= a liturgies. There a:
celebrations, such as Easter and Christmas, ar { ex ..ts'such as marriages a

Why - A g
¢ Suchlitemes = > e purpose of unifying Church practice, as the sat
differé cries within the same denomination. This means that th

that sac®inents, for example, are being celebrated in line with Church
+ Having set words can also help to unify Christians who attend differer:
attend a service at a different Church with the same liturgy, they will b
same way.
+ Participating in the same liturgies can allow congregations to participe:
what is coming, and consequently do not need to try hard to underste:
already know and understand it.
+ Having a set service can make celebrations and sacraments seem spec
putting up decorations can help to make people feel festive; the servic
reminds people of what they are celebrating, and that it is special.

Liturgical Worship
What - Liturgical worship involves a set format for worship, though each
service will be different. A service might, for example, include a set
number of hymns or songs; a sermon or a talk; prayers of different types
a set number of Bible readings; meditation; focusing on icons; or other
elements of worship. However, these hymns, prayers and readings etc.
will vary between different services with the same structure. Not all
liturgical services will contain all elements. Liturgical services can contain
liturgies.

When - Such services will be common at mar _ ‘es if there is no
particular celebration, or sacrament k... . »leurated. Sometimes part of
a service will follow a liturair=! .of ., Lt a particular liturgy will be
introduced fora part » 4 i vice which involves a sacrament.

However, r; cular elements are necessary to qualify a service as
liturgical. Services in the Quaker Church, a Protestant denomination,
which involve sitting in silence and waiting to be inspired by the Holy Spiri
they still involve a structure.
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Why -
¢  Churches often perform services according to a structure which their ¢
¢ Churches often use a structure, or structures, which appeal to their cot
congregation to follow the service easily and know what is happening.
Liturgical structure allows services to be planned in advance.
Liturgical structure allows all desired elements (e.g. prayers and a sern:
without being forgotten.

Non-liturgical Worship
What — Non-liturgical worship is where there is no set structure to worshj
spontaneous. ‘

When - Spontaneous, personal worski> : "cur“‘éiéal where an individt
through song, or prayer, for ey ... i 1. ' swever, some churches or groups -
people talk or pray sp= & .t iy, and where the service has not been stri

Why -
o If Chrlstl decide to worship God spontaneously, then worship will k.
+ Some denominations choose to have non-liturgical services because thg
genuine if the structure is planned and there is less flexibility to worshis:
wants to.

Some people will class Quaker worship as non-liturgical because no hymn:
planned in advance. Some Pentecostal Churches, Protestant Churches whic:
Holy Spirit, are non-liturgical, and worship with less structure. This is becaL;f«
should worship as they are led to by the Holy Spirit. When they worship, th:
Holy Spirit, who they believe will tell them what to pray, and how to praise

Informal Worship

What — Informal worship is worship which is more relaxed in
some sense. Different aspects of worship can be thought to
be informal — worship might be said to be informal if people
wear informal rather than smart dress; if the worship is non-
liturgical and spontaneous; or if it is held at home, or another
setting, rather than at church.

Informal worship is sometimes charismatic - lively, and
emphasising the role of the Holy Spirit. Pentecostal e
Charismatic Christians especially (who are oftr e '_;Eellcal)
hope to be inspired during worshin b.* 'o., Spirit. This
can take different forms — Chi qat ; In.a)l Teel moved directly
by the Holy Spiritto t- * fc..d partlcular subject to others,

s \;J.ar way. They may also expect to feel

y by the Spirit during worship. This is more
lain, as this is subjective. Broadly, Christians
may experience feelings of joy and elation, as well as feelings
of reassurance — that God loves them, that ‘everything will be alright’ and {
following his teachings. One sign that Christians feel moved this way, or w
is raising one (or both) hands in the air during singing.
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Some charismatic worship involves Christians who believe that they practis:
prophesy, or talk in tongues (a spiritual language, which some can mterprfs
work miracles through the Spirit. Some Christians claim to be able to hea%
physical ailments) through the Spirit — often this is done by placing hands .
healing (often on their head or shoulders) and praying over them.

When - Informal worship can be held at any time. It may be held on a Su:
people desire to worship in this way, or at any other time when people wa:

Why -
+ Many Christians like to see God as a friend, who *,,'ﬁ,. ,fdo not have to k&

more comfortable with informal worship. - -
¢  Christians often want to worshin . ~ heivthey are not at church sen

the same ster of worsb by a minister

¢+ ManyC ship is better if charismatic — lively and ir
They f styles of worship allow them to connect better witl
his wil

‘God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth;

‘For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.” (Romans 8:14

Many Christians feel that worship must involve the influence of the Holy S
communication with God works. Some feel that they must wait to feel the
that the Holy Spirit is guiding them, but they may not always realise it.

Private Worship
What - Private worship is any worship done individually. This includes wo
on one's own; going into a church for private prayer; and sometimes withi
are occasions for personal worship (sometimes there is space given for pri:
of a service or at times of prayer).

When - Private worship can be done at any time, whenever someone wan

Why -

¢ Most Christians feel that Christianity is a personal fa’th. They want to
relationship with God, and choose which war ..« ore <tices they want
¢  Christians cannot always attend pl'h s ?C'- i when they feel like wo:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

> sat for Chnstlans to be able to pray privately an
evotlon in order to be able to build a personal relatio
10 God about personal issues in their lives and understand

need to ta
to them.
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Public Worship
What - Public worship is worship done in a group open to anyone. This ir:
different styles.

When - Public worship is usually organised, such as church services or oth
it can take place if a group of people decide to start worshipping together

Why -
+ Many Christians feel that group worship helps to focus Christians, and

worship with others to be encouraged in faith, and to encourage othe
+ Many Christians feel that worship should be open to all - the Christiar:
¢ Christians feel that Jesus promoted public worship

[ ‘For where two or three are gathéj‘e‘:;;-.., Vo Nuasdie, I am there among them

Some Chrlstlans intor, * A xhew 18 20 to mean that public (or group) w
worship b L th - rieans that Jesus will be with them. However, others
exclude Jesy g with an individual worshipping privately, it just says th
during group worship.

Significance of Worship

Worship is significant to Christians because they want to maintain and de:
Worship allows them to praise and thank him; ask him for help; repent of
learn about God's will; and concentrate on becoming better Christians.

Taking it further...
Find out more about the style of worship used in one particular denomination, and

Christians from Churches such as the Catholic Church are likely to feel that
sacraments and liturgical worship, are particularly important. The Catholic
should take part in sacraments, and liturgies help to explain the purpose ¢
been authorised by the Catholic Church as appropriate ways of worshippir:
worship, and practices associated with it, are significant because they pass .
God's grace. Catholics will also worship God privately, and this may be no
the Catholic Church does not see this as a substitute for liturgical worship.

Christians from the Church of England or other Protestant Churches such &
have strong feelings in favour of liturgical worship, like the Catholic Churct
Some feel that liturgical worship is important because it helps Christians tc
different individual practices are significant — Chric*= - -fﬁould not forget ¢
for example, and so liturgical worship is sicnif car = b ause it allows Christ
ways, and Christians attending I|tum a o ices do not have to be creativ
God - the worship is prep2r A or hon Some such Protestants will also p
liturgical, infogmal 7> tworship - feeling that it is significant becaus
form of wlg r.irturgical worship. Personal prayer with God is mean
connected d themselves as individuals.

Some Christians do not see liturgical worship as significant at all. Some fee
practices (other than prayer) which need to be carried out in order to have
that formally-structured worship does not help Christians to reach God. Sc
liturgical worship as significant, because if they wait for God the Holy Spiri
worship (charismatic worship), then they will be worshipping authentically
they are called by God to do (such as singing) as significant because they &
not because the practices should be carried out for the sake of it.
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Worship Practices
Different worship practices are incorporated into worship services of all st

Sermon/talk — many Church denominations listen to a priest or other wor:
about a particular passage in the Bible and/or a religious theme such as sa
take place in a formal service, but it could be spontaneous.

Prayer — there are many forms of prayer, through which Christians talk to
can be ordered in a formal service, but Christians can pray whenever they ¢
informal and individual.

Singing - through this Christians can pra G %d - reflect on religious th
place in structured worship, but L niay smg to praise God individu

o ,,,:varyllng importance in different Churches. Some
feel that G¥§ s nis grace through sacraments. Some feel that
sacraments 3 way for Christians to commit to God and remember
what he has done for them. These are associated with more formal
worship, and often take place within a liturgy.

Sacramentg

Meditation — Christians may meditate on God, the Bible or their religion, .
or on their own lives, among other things. This is more likely to be persona!
built into structured worship.

Focusing on icons —in some churches, such as Orthodox Churches, Christi:
worship through paintings of Jesus and the saints, as they feel these help t:
divine; this can be during worship, or at home individually.

Use of the Bible

Reading the Bible — this is done because it holds God's teachings and
Christians feel that God speaks to them through it. This can be done in
a formal service, or informally in a small group or
privately/individually.

In most church services in mainstream denominations, the Bible will
play some part in worship. Many services will have Bible readings
from the Old Testament and the New Testamen* . :.2rmonis
preached, it is often based on the Bible reedit 3s.. 7 .d,'so Christians
can see how and why the B|ble res q< & e relevant to their faith
and what they can learn -+ = e 1, . some hymns and worship
songs are b:‘" @' G - jassages, which provide Christians
borinect to these. Bible readings in church are used
to teach Ch# s about God, and also about what God wants them
to do with their lives. Some churches follow a lectionary; a set list of
which Bible passages are to be read at which times. In more non-
liturgical/informal services someone might read a Bible passage
they feel has relevance to them at that time.
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Individuals may read the Bible at home, to build a relationship with God. F
pick a Bible passage to read that helps them with something current in the
hold Bible study groups to look at Bible passages in more depth, or may st
with help from scholarly books.

Christians may read the Bible to feel comfort from knowing that God car
humans. Much of the Bible can be used to reassure Christians; 1 Corinth
that God:

‘Will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he w
that you may be able to endure it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13 NRSV)

:ris, which can show

The Bible also shows other people in diffic: It m‘.
alone in experiencing difficulties. ..~ ‘

s _ya‘source of guidance to help them to kno

Christians also use +"n
' .iowmg the example of Jesus, and commandments v

Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Different Christians attribute different amounts of authority to the Bible in.
authority. Generally speaking, traditional and evangelical Protestants attr
bible than other types of Christians.

Protestantism began as a movement which was trying to reform the Cath
disagreed with many things which the Catholic Church was doing, includin:
given the ultimate authority — more authority than the Bible. Early Protest:
should be returned to the Bible, as the word of God — the Bible should be :
language which people spoke (it had previously been in Latin), and peop
themselves and use it to help them to live Christian lives.

Catholics do regard the Bible as containing authority, but the priesthood a:
ultimately the Pope have the ultimate authority — the Pope is seen as God"
representative on Earth. The Catholic Church emphases the authority of th
Church (the leadership of priests and Pope), not because it does not think |
that the Bible has authority, but because it feels that the Church knows hos
to interpret the Bible, and so ordinary people should listen to the Church,
rather than accidentally misinterpreting the Bible themselves. This is firmly:
linked to tradition — the Catholic Church emphases the authority of the
tradition of the Church within Christianity. This is par’r' arly relevant whe:
considering what the Catholic Church would ¢'- = a:  1e weakening of pub
morals in recent years — the Church tricc ~ te 7 ‘radltlonal values.

greater aut "y than a book. Again, they do not feel that the Bible has n:
authority, but feel that God speaking to them directly in the present carrie:
more authority than God's word recorded hundreds of years ago. Many C%z
Jesus Christian revelations have authority, as they teach Christians about ¢

As well as these sources of authority, Christians may also consult their reas:
making decisions — trying to work out for themselves what they think/fee
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Quick Questions

17) Give three types of worship.

18) Explain why different types of worship have different significance for

different Christians.
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Sacraments

Keywords:

+ altar —a table on which a sacrifice is made; in Christianity, where the bread
Eucharist, remembering Jesus’ sacrifice, are blessed

¢ baptism - a sacrament which involves being anointed with, or immersed in
in Jesus

+ conversion — when someone starts to follow a religion after having followe
had no religion

¢  Eucharist — sacrament which involves sharing bread and wme in remembra
Supper. Literally means ‘thanksgiving’

¢ ordained — someone who is a member cf t'
has authority to perform services.é:

ar rnportant worship practice which has even high
d Orthodox Churches

body and blood of Jesus

Role and Meaning of Sacraments in Different Denominations — Comn:

Sacraments are a few really important practices within Christianity.
Christians feel that sacraments are an important part of their Christian
life and help them to commit to God and worship him. The word
'sacrament’ comes from a Latin word meaning a soldier’s oath, and so,
from its original meaning, a sacrament is something a Christian does
as a commitment to God.

Roman Catholicism

Some Christians, such as Catholics, believe that there is spiritual power wit
Catholic Church holds that God's grace is given through the practice of th
for this purpose.

The Catholic Church observes seven sacraments: Eucharist, Baptism, Matr
Orders, Penance, and Anointing of the Sick. You could research the last fiv

Orthodox Christianity
The Orthodox Church observes the same seven sacraments as the Catholic
and also refers to them as 'mysteries’. It also holds mar actions taken by
example, some Orthodox Christians feel that brvi & v'sccrament. The Ort

marriage). However not all ‘Catholic’ sacraments such as penance, would

Variation in Protestant Denominations

There is variation within Protestant Churches; for example, some Lutheran
(Penance) as a sacrament, whereas Quakers and the Salvation Army do no
not have baptisms or practice the Eucharist at all), as they do not see them:
Christians to rely on outward symbols.
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Some Protestant Christians see sacraments as symbolic, rather than having
Protestants feel that sacraments are an outer sign of God's grace, or that t
commitment to God, rather than God's grace given to humanity. So sacrar:
symbolically in some Protestant Churches; however, some Protestants, suc
similar attitude to sacraments as Catholics.

Bartism and Its Role and Significance for Christians in Their Lives

Christians practice baptism because Jesus was baptised (see Matthew 3:12
him for his ministry — and commanded his disciples to baptise followers i

/ “And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he cam . 1, irom the water, su
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God ..« “e: . ngiike a dove and ali
from heaven said, “This is my Son ,,.1’* T 10 74, with whom I am well plea
(Matthew 3:16-17 NRSV) : 2

[The Great COT"‘I L s therefore and make disciples of all nations, b
' Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
Vou And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the ¢
:19-20 NRSV)

€ e

Some Christians think that baptism is particularly important because Jesus
baptised (and believe) will be saved. Some feel that he implied that those
be saved.

“The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does 1
be condemned.” (Mark 16:16 NRSV)

Baptism involves being anointed with, or immersed entirely in water. Anoi
of water being poured over the head. The former is normally done if infan
latter if an adult is being baptised. Baptism is important because it shows
parents on their behalf, wishes to commit to the faith and begin a new life
Churches, such as the Methodist Church, allow people to choose to have t
infants, or to wait so they can choose adult baptism for themselves when t

Baptism is significant because it symbolises a new life following Jesus, and
hence means receiving eternal life through accepting his sacrifice.
Christians also hope to receive the Holy Spirit (God living in their hearts) tc
help them in their life with God. Many Christians feel that baptism marks
entry into the Christian community, and so it is also siani’icant for this
reason. It is important because Christians belie: = “thuse who are
baptised can expect to have their sins > - e. __ANute; While many
Christians associate removal nf . ' - aceiving salvation with baptism,
many also believe the* & 4 - 065 not guarantee this — someone must
live as a Cl P Ly ‘be saved.

Common and Divergent Attitudes to Practice and Meaning

Infant Baptism

Denominations such as Catholicism and Anglicanism practice infant bapti
children into the Church, and follow this with confirmation when a Christia
the faith. If infant baptism, also called christening, is practiced, water for th
receptacle which could hold a bowl of water. In some churches, the font is
church, to show that baptism is a spiritual entering into the Church, the bc
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denominations believe that it is baptism which welcomes people into the
important for all children to be baptised to make them part of the commu
passages which state that those who are baptised will be saved, and want
soon as possible for this purpose.

Usually, the child will be baptised in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, with water poured over their head at least

three times, as the priest/vicar mentions each Person of God. did nom

(Some Catholic babies will be immersed in the font.) The heave:
children may be signed with the sign of the cross (on their wouls
forehead) to show that, through baptism, they now bel~: g to limbe.

Jesus. Parents and godparents will be asked tom fro nises
to raise the child in the Christian faith A = d.: aay be
'“‘,wmwum

been bapt’ e chlldren who have been baptlsed places first. This |
not want to#otise their child (because they do not want them to have a €
they want them to choose baptism for themselves when they are older). It
who take baptism seriously and do not want people to get their children b
school. This is a wider issue — many parents in Britain get their children ba:
thing’, not because of religious faith, which can be frustrating for Christian:

Believers’ Baptism

Denominations such as the Baptists only practice believers’, or adult, bapti
enough to make their own decision to commit to Christianity, after growin
experiencing conversion, seeing this as more reflective of Jesus’ baptism
Bible. Christians will be asked to affirm their faith and promise to follow JeN
water. Many Christians feel that baptism should only be practised when S(B%
their own decision to commit to Jesus, and that infant baptism should not %:
young to make their own expression of faith. They emphasise that Bible péﬁ
also involve belief, and being saved through belief, and they feel that bapt:
effective.

Biblical Evidence
Some Bible passages provide material with which to debate the authority ¢
in the New Testament, some baptisms of whole households are reported.

- he [ajailer] and his entire family werc be st ot
that he had become a believer ir 7 d. o s 16:33- 34 NRSV)

"5 yes'such as Acts 16 show that infants were baptisec
around in the Early Church and has a biblical basis. Ho
households or families mentioned may not have contained any children. T:
this. In Acts 16:333—4, all of the jailer's family were baptised and all of his
author of the account would not have meant to imply that infants rejoiced
lack the understanding to be able to rejoice. Therefore, it is more consiste
the group who were baptised and also rejoiced contained no infants, than
rejoiced, or that the group who were baptised contained infants, and these
when the author talked about rejoicing.
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Eucharist (Holy Communion) and [ts Role and Significance for Chris

The Eucharist is the sharing of bread and wine which represent
Jesus' body and blood, which he sacrificed on the cross for the
forgiveness of sins. Jesus told his disciples to do this to remember
him when he shared bread and wine with them at the Last
Supper, and to remember his sacrifice which would bring them
salvation; many Christians feel that it is important to celebrate the
Eucharist because Jesus commanded it. Taking part in the
Eucharist is significant to Christians because it reminds them that
they are saved through Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrectien; Jesus’
sacrifice means that they are free to have a relatioz. % - v th God.
The Eucharist has other names, mcludlnq H %Iy Cc;.vdunion and
the Lord'’s Supper. 1 A

s

and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving ¢
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, whicl
forgiveness of sins.”” (Matthew 26:26-28 NRSV)

Some Christians believe that Jesus’ sacrifice was not for all humanity (as Jex
for ‘many’ — but not all. This aligns with beliefs about salvation being prec%s
section on The Concept of Salvation above). However, others feel that Jes::
for all, but not all would accept it.

‘He said to them, “This is my blood of the [new] covenant, which is poured &
(Mark 14:24 NRSV)

St Paul (in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26) expressed that taking part in the Euchai
Christian faith — Christians are expressing (as well as reinforcing) their belie

‘For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord
(1 Corinthians 11:26 NRSV)

Common and Divergent Attitudes to Practice and Meaning

Similarities between Catholic and Anglican Eucba
Bread and wine are blessed by the member o i < 2 .
congregatlon receives the bread “" € - otthe altar The bread and wmg

hymns, or words to music. There will also be a sermon, Bible readings and
vary. During the service, the congregation will be asked to confess their sir:
that their sins are forgiven.

Wafers are usually used instead of normal bread. Among other things, crus
dropped this way (and because the bread represents Jesus, it is important}
wine is usually given in a big cup, called a chalice. A blessing is usually ava:
wish to receive the bread and wine.
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Catholic Eucharist Details
Within some churches, such as the Catholic Church, any bread and wine Ie?é
called reserved sacrament. The bread and wine are stored safely in a box ¢

Catholics believe in transubstantiation; that the bread and wine in the Eu
the body and blood of Jesus when blessed. This is one reason why it needs
consumed immediately. The Eucharist is particularly important to Catholics
sacrifice again, every time they celebrate it. This is because they interpret J
bread and wine are his body and blood. Most Catholics will not receive the
service at a Church of another denomination, because the beliefs about t
different. Belief in transubstantiation is the main dlffF‘ fe between Cathc
Anglicans do not believe in transubstantiatior - o

L nave a special First Communion Servic

In some Args churches someone who is not ordained, but has been tre
with the distribution.

Some Churches, such as the Anglican Church, believe in the real presence
spiritually in the Eucharist.

Some Anglican churches expect those receiving the Eucharist to be confirr:
confirmation, but not all do, and many allow those of other denominations
their own churches to receive it when in an Anglican Church.

Other Denominations
There is a lot of variation in the practice of the Eucharist in other denominatio

In the Baptist Church, Baptists are all handed bread and wine in their seats,
the same time, to show unity in Jesus. (Small individual glasses are used fo

The Church of Scotland passes the bread and wine of the Eucharist from
the congregation.

The Methodist Church uses non-alcoholic wine and normal bread (many de

In the Orthodox Church, the (normal) bread and wine,ﬁ;, Egiven mixed tog

Many Christians (e.g. some modern Proc ”1'(5, see the bread and

wine as symbolic, but not a~’. v
of Jesus — unlike str’ e * o0

i _aviy way, the body and blood
sor Angllcans They interpret Jesus’
words sy smRlly - tat the bread and wine represent Jesus’ body
and blood. 2.y denominations it is a personal choice whether
to receive the Eucharist or not and confirmation is not necessary.

Quick Questions

19) State three things which happen during infant baptism.
20) Describe the Eucharist.
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Prayer is communication between Christians and God. Christians believe t::
that he may answer, possibly directly through a vision, or indirectly by insg
or an event which happens in their lives, and this makes it significant. Pray«

services, but they can be said at any time.

Keywords:

¢ crucifix — a cross with Jesus on
¢ inspiration — an indirect communication from God to humans that they be
¢ rosary - a beaded necklace with a cross or crucifix 2**. 1ed

Impact and Importance of Prayer‘

Christians feel that prayer is
God, and beczuyse t' = 4.

y "}.Orlant to maintain a relationship with
© p?ay helps Christians to rely on God for
help and (& ~rayer is also significant because it fulfils Jesus’
command (%e#73y). Individual prayers are important because they allow
Christians direct contact with God without the need to attend church even
time they want to worship.

Prayer is an important part of group worship, because it means that God i<
definitely involved in the worship. Christians often feel reassured that if
many Christians pray for something, then God will act on it. Praying as a
group is also an easy way for Christians to worship together, including Chr::
denominations who may observe different practices. Praying during worsl@;ﬁ
bring important issues in their everyday lives to God, and not to struggle b

Different Types and Uses of Praver

Different types of prayers can be said depending on what a Christian wants
Psalms (a book in the Bible) are good models for Christian prayer, and exar:
can be found there. Prayer is significant in allowing Christians to praise and
forgiveness and help for themselves and others. These prayers are useful pe
Christian communities.

Adoration - praising God and marvelling at his creation and his work in tt:
to let God know what he means to them because they love him.

‘Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard the sound i - '}-"p i:aadings. The Lord
in him my heart trusts; so I am helped, 2 1. %v_:_:,.;b.u«it exults, and with my sc
(Psalm 28:6-7 NRSV) (adoraticr . r 11 : 1 sgiving)

Thanksgivizil b QJJ eful to God for what he has done for humanity
cause Christians want to let God know that they are gt

Confession — telling God that one is sorry, and what for, and asking for for
believe they have acted against God's will, because they want to apologise

‘Both we and our ancestors have sinned; we have committed iniquity, have
Lord our God...” (Psalm 106:6, 47 NRSV) (confession and asking God to sav
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Supplications — asking God for something (for oneself), when Christians fe
assistance/support. They may ask for help with passing exams, or to be cu
Sometimes Christians say supplications on behalf of other people.

Intercessions — asking God to help others, when Christians know of others
individual, they are highly changeable and personal. Christians may often .
Christians in the world and to guide politicians, because they believe he ce
many prayers of intercession will be very individual; for example, ‘Please G
hospital’, or ‘Please God, help my mother to find a new job’. Christians will
someone in need because they want God’s help.

‘Praying in the Spirit’ — when a Christian prays, feol:

3 f?jat they are beint
This may be more common in charismatic.we f’f‘s“h c

Chants — prayers spoken or <3 uf ¢ i ,thm These can have a variety of |
key phrase several tim» < . urce a message and allow Christians to med:
unaccomp iy | 5. uments with all voices singing the same notes, and t
such chant ¥ regorian Chant which is sung during the Mass (Catholic E
and asks him to grant salvation. Incorporating this into the Mass allows Chri
believe God has granted them salvation through Jesus, if they accept this, an
will not abandon them. Due to its repetitive nature, chanting can be a conter:.
mind to focus on worship rather than memorising a complex harmony. Some
Gregorian chanting reduces blood pressure!

Meditational Prayers — reflecting on God, to help deepen
one’'s relationship with him. Catholics often pray with the

help of a rosary, a beaded necklace with a cross or crucifix Hail Mary, fu
. . . the Lord is w
attached. Holding the beads reminds them of which blessed art t
prayers to pray anq helps th.em.to focus. Praying with the and blessed
rosary can be an aid to meditation. There are some set Holy Mary, M
prayers which can be said with the rosary, including prayers | pray for us si¢
affirming faith and confessing sin. One rosary prayer, the now and at t

Hail Mary, is said in devotion to Mary, and because
Catholics want her to speak to God for them.

Grace — asking God to bless food at meal times and/or thanking him for it
a way of remembering God's goodness regularly. It is an opportunity to g
and also to pray with family and friends — whoever is sharing the meal.

The Lord’s Praver

The Lord’s Prayer is very importaw A 1ifrca‘:"'hta:co Christians because i
taught his dlSClpIes to prav. s sccq 2ummes glven other names, such as th

i Activity

! Read Matthew 6:5-15 to get the full context for the Lord's Prayer ir;
I Extension: Compare to the version of the Lord’s Prayer in Luke 11:1—
L
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When teaching the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus also teaches that prayer should be
done for show. He tells the disciples to pray sincerely for what they need -
need, so they do not need to use fancy words. Jesus warns that if Christian
God will not forgive them.

““Pray then in this way:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your v
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debt:
debtors. And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil

Types of Prayer — Common and Divergent Emphases

There are different types of prayer. Some prayerc

+ Je. prayers, and som
are more /informal types of prayer.

Set Prayers — Set prayers are . oy b uc_h have exactly the same words e
time they are used, or * & ol structure the same prayer will be used
different C gl . set prayers are prayed on many different occasi
: rd’'s Prayer. There are also set prayers for particular
occasions o®Gays, sometimes called a ‘collect’. Others may have some set
words but places where alterations can be made, such as praying for other
and adding in relevant names; or they may have no set words but a set
structure, such as confessing sins and then asking for forgiveness.

Set prayers can be used when Christians do not know what to pray, or when
want to pray something particular and know a prayer which expresses this ws:
church services. Some set prayers are used because Christians believe they o
Jesus told his disciples to pray in the way he taught them to in the Lord’s Pra.
often have their own set prayers which express the things they feel it importe
why they are used. Many have their own service prayer books —you could re

Important! Set prayer in general is sometimes referred to as liturgical
Some Christians only refer to specific set prayers as liturgical prayers —
(denominational) prayers, included in liturgies, and are often connecte

Some, especially the Catholic Church, will think that set prayers are particui.
been taught by Jesus, other sections of the Bible, and the Church. They fee.
communicate what is in these prayers to God. Set prayers can also be sign::
because they know that other Christians pray these prayers, and so praying
connected to the Christian community.

Informal Prayers — However, Christians can pray 2n :] to God, and mé
types of prayer without planning this, or just b ave 2 cnversation with God
informal prayer. An example would b <+ orie’ having a conversation wit
currently in their life. Christi~» car (se m’rormal prayer whenever they war:
this type of prayer wr 4 @ 4y on their own, and when they want to ta'?

Some Christians, such as liberal Protestants, feel that informal prayer is par:
relationship with God should be personal — some see praying set prayers &:
are not personal and so have less meaning (in their opinion).

Important! Informal prayer is sometimes called 'extempore’ prayer — t
without being prepared.
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Different (nterpretations
Not all Christians agree on how prayer within worship should work.

Some Christians feel that women should not be allowed to lead prayers in
evangelical Christians. They feel that St Paul commanded women not to s
leading public prayers would be included in this. (Some who feel that wor:
lead worship do accept women leading prayers.)

On the other hand, many Christians, for example many Protestant denomi
Methodists, have no problem with women participating in public prayer, o
feel that Paul’s teaching is out-of-date; and/or th=. % .l 1as forbidding wm
which disturbed church services, not way~ th “h :

.tributed; and/or that E.
particular group of women in the "y c¢ - iy — who may not have been e:
women ever. 3 &

home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.” (1 Corinthians 14:

Some feel that prayer should be very controlled, as St Paul encouraged orc:
feel that if God influences them to be joyful, prayer can be very enthusiasti
work, and God deserves enthusiasm.

‘So, my friends, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongue:
done decently and in order.” (1 Corinthians 14:39-40 NRSV)

Quick Questions

21) Give three types of prayer.

22) Outline the Lord'’s Prayer and its use.
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The Role and Importance of Pilgrimage

Keywords:

¢ monastic — relating to monks; men who remain unmarried and devote thei
living in religious communities

+ pilgrimage — making a physical journey to draw closer to God

Concept and General Purpose of Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage usually involves a physical journey which
is undertaken to become spiritually closer to God
Pilgrimage is an opportunity for Christians *o if)f{_
on and develop their faith, and thi.c Wi ¢ © ey aim
to do while on pilgrimane. .~

Christians Y% %h-h.ose to make a pilgrimage to
anywhere, ere are many popular pilgrimage
sites, and often an important part of pilgrimage is
interacting with other pilgrims who have similar
reasons for pilgrimage. A procession as

Pilgrimage is not only a Christian practice and has been going on for thous
important early in Christianity because Christians wanted to visit places Jes
visited, and other important locations within early Christianity. As Christian
pilgrimage sites also spread further afield, and are visited for many differes

Significance of Places peorle g0 on Pilgrimage

There are different things that are special about different pilgrimage sites.
being special include:
+ They are places where Jesus lived, taught, died and rose.
+ They have a lot of Christian history — they were important places in th
Churches and Christian sites.
They are places where visions have been seen.
They are sites of healing.
They house Christian communities or they are places people come togeth

Examples of Christian Pilgrimage and Their P-~ e
Lourdes .y -

Lourdes in France is a pilgrimz - | 2awch is particularly important to Ca
because a girl called Pe & k «aimed to have seen visions of Jesus’ mc
the ninetege#¥iler - since then, Catholics have come to Lourdes to pay
where she to Bernadette, and also in search of healing. The visic
Bernadette to dig into the ground, and the spring of water which came for;
healing properties — thousands of people have claimed to have been heale
other medical conditions at Lourdes. The Catholic Church recognises Lour:
supports people making pilgrimages there.
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Jerusalem

Jerusalem has always been a significant pilgrimage site for Christians beca
become closer to Jesus through walking where he walked. Jerusalem is es
is where Jesus was condemned to death, and he would have been crucifie
been resurrected in the surrounding area. Pilgrims can see the remains of
would have worshipped, and in the surrounding area are also Bethlehem,
Jordan where he was baptised, among other places of interest. Pilgrims in
visiting important sites, such as the Western Wall of the Temple (which rer:
destruction), and places which they believe Jesus visited, as well as many c%‘%
since the time of Jesus. Some will walk the route that they believe Jesus to:

Walsingham g
Walsingham is in Norfolk in England. Tt i *+ sp. r»';m’coAChrlstlans who plac:
Jesus’ mother, Mary. A VISIOI’] W i ner here. The vision was to a wo:
build a replica of the he 4 LUs “famlly this house is no longer stand.
and Orthog i i'have shrines to Mary here. Some feel that it is <
feel closer § y there. Pilgrims can come to pay devotion to her at the

Rome
Rome is the capital of Italy. It was significant in early Christianity because i
preached there. It became a significant area for early Christianity, especial:
became Christian. Over the years many important Christian buildings hav
go to visit these. Rome also, geographically, contains the separate state o
the Pope (the bishop of Rome) and the centre of the Catholic Church. Ma
significant to visit the Vatican, and this is especially important for Catholics

Activity
Find out more about two of these pilgrimage plac

Impact of Pilgrimage on Individuals and for Communities

Jews went on pilgrimage to Jerusalem, where God was thought to reside in
Christians feel that they should go on pilgrimage, as the Jews did, to becom

K ‘Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God a
at the festival of unleavened bread [Passover], at the festival of weeks, and
(Deuteronomy 16:16 NRSV)

‘Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for 72 ¢ stival of the Passor
years old, they went up as usual for the fest'vai W i n tne festival was end
K the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerc . = bu..

is parents did not know it.’

Others will feel that *l o Msh Eustom and as Christians do not celeb
all Jewish N 1e°nts they do not need to go on pilgrimage. Jesus di
so they do ¥ ed to undertake pilgrimages to ensure their salvation.

However, there is also evidence of ‘Christian’ pilgrimage in the Gospel of M
men travelled to pay their respects to Jesus as they believed that he woulc
today make similar pilgrimages — to draw near to Jesus and pay devotion t

‘In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? |
rising, and have come to pay him homage.”” (Matthew 2:1-2 NRSV)
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When Jesus was on pilgrimage in Jerusalem he used it as an opportunity tc
of scripture, and to teach. Some Christians will use their pilgrimages for th:
Jesus’ pilgrimage as a model for theirs — they may work on their faith indix
build faith within their own Christian community.

‘After three days they found him [Jesus] in the temple, sitting among the te:
asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his underst:
(Luke 2:46-47 NRSV)

Pilgrimage is important for communities which live at ‘I rimage sites. Sor::
able to spend more time focused on God beca: :0 ror .2y they receive fre

Common and Divergent amrm £ h'e importance of Pilgrimages k
Many Christiaps dr “= €

f (& Jgrlmage is important to Christians today. St
St |ened by visiting a special place. Some feel better ab§
who are als¥; ng him at pilgrimage sites. Some communities are able te
and can deepen their faith as a group.

Catholics are more likely to deem pilgrimages
important because of the places visited, e.g. Do you th
somewhere Jesus or the apostles lived, or where a place can mak
vision has been seen. Some Catholics journey to you think th
particular sites because they are thought to be places [
of healing.

Not all Christians believe places are important in
themselves; many Protestants do not feel that geographical
locations hold any spiritual importance. Protestants are
more likely to view pilgrimage as important if it is a means
to spend time worshipping privately or with other
Christians. Some feel that meeting and sharing with other
like-minded Christians is important.

Some Christians do not think that pilgrimage is important for
Christians today, because they feel that they can spend time
developing their relationship with God without traveII!w
They may not see the point of spending time & .. ac
worshipping somewhere else when th- ;- 4050 at home,

23) Outline the concept of pilgrimage.

24) Give three reasons why Christians may go on pilgrimage.
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The Role and Importance of Celebratio

Celebrations are very important to Christians. The whole Church year is bu
time building up to celebrations. Two of the most important are Christmas

Keywords:
¢ Annunciation — the announcement of the angel Gabriel to Mary that she w
Immaculate Conception — the doctrine that Mary was conceived without ori
Paschal Candle - a special symbolic candle used in some church services, i
vigil — staying awake (often at night) for a reason, such as meditation or pr:
virgin birth — the belief that Mary was a virgin whe" *. gave birth to Jesu
conventionally, but by the Holy Spirit

* & & o

Christian Celebraﬂons

Much of thsllkirc + . - is classed as
o festlvals are being

celebrated. ™

The main festivals in the Church year are
Christmas and Easter.

Christmas is preceded by advent (the time
leading up to Christmas) and followed by
Epiphany — which celebrates the wise men’s
visit to Jesus in western Christianity and Jesus’
baptism in the Orthodox Church —and the
rest of Christmastide, the period after
Christmas. Christmas celebrates Jesus' birth.

Easter is preceded by Lent (the time of
preparation before Easter), and is also linked
to Pentecost (the coming of the Holy Spirit
after Jesus' ascension). Easter celebrates
Jesus’ resurrection.

: This diagram shows the Chur
Christmas .. sugh the Catholic Ch
Origin of Christmas - .~ hri.mas and Easter and
Synopsis of Biblical Accounts of Chr-ct 1S particuls

and Associated Church Teach; s

A woman ¢ ary received a visit from an angel telling her that she ha
would have a baby. This is called the Annunciation. Mary was not sure ho
because she was a virgin, but the angel told her that the baby would be cc
Joseph, Mary's fiancé, found out that she was pregnant, and was going to
an angel appeared to him in a dream and explained.
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Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem for a census (to be counted),
many citizens he had. There were no rooms available, so they stayed in a s
They were visited by shepherds, who had been told by angels that the Me

‘But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see —I am bringing you g:
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in ;

Three wise men travelled from the East following a star which they believed v
King of the Jews. They asked King Herod where they might find him. Herod'’s
Bethlehem. Herod was worried about there being a=~. x <ing, and asked th:
they had found the Messiah. The wise men :!sc vr sesus and his parents;
not to go back to Herod. The visit - “:t & emen is celebrated at Epiphany,
6™ January. Herod dECIdO( | e male babies within a certain area in ¢

itk : ;.aped with Jesus to Egypt, after being warned by &

e

E ) Taking it further...
[ Why don't you read the accounts of Jesus' birth at the start of the Gospe

Many Churches teach that Mary was a virgin when she gave birth, and that Je:
child. For example, this is emphasised by the Catholic Church. This is partly ¢

‘Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel s:
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you,
will be holy; he will be called Son of God.”” (Luke 1:343-5 NRSV)

Not all scholars or Christians agree with this position, but it is widely accepte
feel that these biblical accounts were created to support Christianity, but that

Note: this is the virgin birth, and this is not to be confused with the |mmaCL§§
believed predominantly by Catholics; that Mary, Jesus’ mother, did not inheri:
other humans.

Jesus’ birth and these events are celebrated by Christians at Christmas. Wi
celebrated in December is not fully clear — perhaps in the 300s, though po
arguments that the Roman Church decided to celebr”t esus’ birth then k
Pagan festival which was celebrated at thls tir « -

Practices associated with "
Many Church_ run A I

s g, uﬂd Advent
.arses, to meditate on the meaning

Many Churches also have Advent wreaths; an Advent wreath is a ring
made of greenery, with four candles around the outside, and one in
the centre. For each Sunday in Advent, one, or one more, of the
candles is lit. On Christmas Day, the candle in the centre is lit in
addition. The four candles are normally said to represent God’s people,
the prophets, John the Baptist, and Mary, Jesus' mother; or hope,
peace, love, and joy. The central candle represents Jesus, the light of
the world. Additionally, the circularity of the wreath can be taken to
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symbolise that God is everlasting, and the greenery to symbolise new life. L
wreath helps to focus Christians’ meditations on the events leading up to Ct

Often Churches hold carol services, to remember Jesus' birth and its mean:
Christingle service, where a candle is inserted into the top of an orange to .
light of the world. Many churches hold a midnight service including the Eu:
Christmas, and Jesus into their hearts.

Many churches and schools hold Nativity plays (plays of the Christmas sto:
acted by children, and many shops and houses have Nativity scenes — repre
baby Jesus, the shepherds, wise men and angels inact! ie These help pe
about the events surrounding Jesus' birth. . 5

Impact and Importance of Ar va. 1 _; o Lhrlstmas Celebrations for Chr
Christmas celebrates ** i .« iJesus, believed to be the Son of God, whe
humans fr bir 1 nL At Christmas, Christians may refer to Jesus as Emn:
‘God with le Easter, which celebrates Jesus’ death and resurrectior:
important, there would be no Easter without Christmas, and so Christmas i:
in Great Britain today. Without Jesus coming to Earth, he could not have di:
only that, but Jesus, as God incarnate, could give Christians an

example to follow and pass on God’s Word reliably. One reason

for celebrating Christmas is to give Christians a special time to Vi

focus on this, and to aim to improve their relationship with God. othe:
. . . .. th

Christmas is also a time when Christians hope and pray for 25

peace in the world. Christmas is celebrated on different days in
different countries and traditions.

Advent, the time leading up to Christmas, is an important time for prepara
symbolically welcome their Messiah into the world again. Note: this starts
Christmas, not on the first of December! This means that sometimes it beg
and sometimes in early December. Historically, it was more like Lent, a tim
as emphasised today. It is important for Christians in Great Britain today b
prepare spiritually for Christmas.

[Prophesy, taken to be about Jesus] ‘For a child has been born for us, a son ¢
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, E
Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6 NRSV)

While most Christians feel that it is importcat o “_brate Christmas, and t
their relationship with God anda** tie ¢ cthers, some Christians have dis
1600s trled to ban Christrz> ey felt it was an excuse for inappropriate

Easter

Origin of Easter

Easter celebrates Jesus' resurrection from the dead. This was celebrated t
the foundation for Christianity. As Jesus died at the time of the Jewish Pas:
Passover, which does not fall on the same date every year. Easter falls on ai
or April.
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The Events Easter and Holy Week Celebrate and How They are Celebréj
Holy Week refers to the week before Easter (Sunday to Saturday), and is incl
preparation, sometimes including fasting, for forty days, excluding Sundays,
special days include Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.

Palm Sunday celebrates the Triumphal entry, where Jesus rode into Jerusal:
and was enthusiastically greeted by the crowd, who laid cloaks and tree br.
him, and shouted:

““Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
(Matthew 21:1-11 NRSV) ~

Many churches have crosses made ovt 2 - “li. Lranches. It celebrates Jest
died for humans’ salvatlon - vxemlnd Christians that Jesus was a
conventional sense.

SV “‘ i

Also often ¥ bered during Holy Week is the turning of the tables in the
the Temple, when Jesus when into the Temple and threw out all the people
make a profit, by selling animals for sacrifice or changing money. He then h
though the priests were angry. This is significant, because it shows that the
be devoted to him, and is not concerned with people making expensive sac:

[Jesus cleansing the Temple] ‘He said to them, ‘It is written, ‘My house shall
of prayer’; but you are making it a den of robbers.” (Matthew 21:13 NRSV)

Maundy Thursday celebrates the Last Supper. The Last Supper was when
Passover with his closest disciples: 12 male followers. Passover celebrates
people from the land of Egypt. Jesus told his disciples that he would not d::
God's Kingdom. He took bread, and told them that it was his body, then tc:
this in memory of him. He also shared wine, saying that it was his blood.

“While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he ¢
and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving i
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, whlc‘;}
the forgiveness of sins.”” (Matthew 26:26-28 NRSV)

This sharing of bread and wine is reflected in the Chrlstlan practice of the E§
on Sacraments). "

Services are often held on the even 25 wundy Thursday and

may include the Eucharist =
Sometimes Jegus' » =

50n £ arries foot- -washing.
o laIs are remembered here. waslh:

‘ aster celebrate the events described in the
section Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension. It might be wt

A service is often held on Good Friday morning or afternoon, depending ¢
denomination, to remember the crucifixion. Sometimes the arrest and tri

Services on Easter Sunday celebrate the resurrection. The Eucharist will be ce::
decorated with flowers as a sign of new life. Easter is not just important beca::
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but the fact that they do celebrate is important also. Celebrating Easter demc
makes sure they remember why they are Christians, and why they are grateft
as Easter, it might be easier for Christians to stop thinking about their faith ir
means that the events important to Christians are brought back into their mi
deepen their relationship with God.

‘But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are loo
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.”” (Matthew 28:5-

Different ways of celebrating Holy Week are carried out in
different churches and on different days. Some he'” - 3. 5,
where people stay awake overnight. In sen 2. m” s'there is
a trail set around the church with - . ¢ orj, T medltate; and
symbols, such as a crose > chalice of wine, and so on,
are in pro -

In the Cathc®T Church, the church sanctuary (church room) is
left dark after the Maundy Thursday service, to show the

darkness of Jesus’ death. At Easter, the church is re-entered H(’)’;‘"‘Uosg
and a Paschal Candle (a special symbolic candle) is lit to Friday (in
represent the light of Jesus returning to the world. A Paschal

Candle is used in different services throughout the year, but a new one is <
accompany the Easter lighting of the candle, and it may also be processed

Other ways of celebrating may take place during Lent, Holy Week and East
modern times to celebrate Easter by giving chocolate Easter eggs, but this <.
religious roots. The Orthodox and Catholic churches, especially, have a trac:
for example, eggs may be dyed red to represent the blood of Christ. Eggs &:
and a representation of the empty tomb — normal eggs do not appear livin:
is a place of death, but Jesus rose from the dead and came out from the to:
eggs at Easter to symbolise the opening of Jesus’ tomb. There are many di
eggs and Easter, often varying between countries.

Activity
Find out more about different Easter egg traditior:

Impact and Importance of Lent, Holy Week and E- . - Celebrations tc
Easter celebrates Jesus being resurrected fro it = cad after being cruci::
Christians in Great Britain today beca s slevrates that Jesus fulfilled th:
humans’ sins, and brough* '« 1, ai‘lowmg Christians to be saved from
close relationg@ip '+ ./, Lecause humanity and God are now reconcile:

Easter can & considered important because it indicates to Christians
of the dead if Jesus was raised, so Easter gives Christians real hope for the
because the whole of the Christian faith rests on Easter: the resurrection. If
not brought salvation, and there is no point in following him. But if Christiz
can expect a heavenly reward.
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‘But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those wh
death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also cc
for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:

Easter’s role is to remind Christians of these important aspects of their fait
salvation and eternal life. This reminder should also help them to work on
Lent and Holy Week help Christians to prepare for Easter, to repent of their
of Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection.

Most Christians believe that Jesus was physically resurreced, but for alterr..
Divergent Emphases on the Significance of Cri'7i“ . . /R. surrection/Ascer::
Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection 2 * ¢~ ori above.

Because Catholics emn! .« ¢ s+ crucifixion and Protestants the resurrectio
Y /. - .esurrection and Ascension above), Catholics place

Quick Questions

25) What does Christmas celebrate?

26) How might Christians celebrate Easter?
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The Role of the Church in the Local C
Living Practices

The local church, within Christianity, refers to both a building for worship &
Christians. An area within which a church works is sometimes called a paris
services on Sundays; they do many other things as well.

Keywords:

+ confirmation — within Christianity, often a sacrament, where a Christian affi
Christian and confirms the promises made at their b=-." m. Often means fu

¢ dedication — in Christianity, a special ser\/icr?,. A BTy arents thank God for t
educate them in the Christian falth thead actually baptising them

+ evangelism —spreading th - - Jut Jesus and trying to convert people

¢  procreation - mal: ,_,,v.«tn“ildren

¢ rite ' _..ainiportant event or celebration which recognises a key

¢ ritua mony or action of importance — these are involved in rites of

General Role and Importance of the Local Church

The role of the local church is to help Christian believers — those who atter:
do not - and also to help the community in general. It is important becaus:

For Christians, a local church can do a lot. It will aim to be the centre of Ch
living practices, by providing worship and a good example for Christian life

It will provide services, usually once or twice on a Sunday,
but within some churches and denominations throughout
the week as well. These allow Christians to worship God and
to receive sacraments. For Christians for whom sacraments
are important, the Church is essential to their life as a
Christian. Special services for baptisms, marriages, funerals,
and other such occasions allow Christians to involve their
religion in important moments in their lives (see more on
this below). As well as services, there are often Bible study
groups, or other religious meetings, such as prayer
meetings, at the Church, or other venues such as members’
houses. Structured worship is especially important for
Christians who are not sure about the best way to we
and being led in prayer can teach a Christian « it 3t !

on an aspect of their faith they har4 ro j; ly uuought about before.

wnurch groups aIIow Christians to spend ti

As well as Worshlp, sen”

connect witti each other. Friendship and community are also an important

Local churches can also do a lot for the community who may not be churci
activities (those that reach out to the community), such as Alpha courses, r:
evangelism, which can be important in introducing people to the Christia
aimed at catering for practical needs. Churches run lunch clubs for the lon
homeless and many other things. For some people the church might be th
companionship, or basic necessities, which means that it has an important
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Local churches may also undertake projects on a larger scale, such as buildir:
or running another type of charity project. Local churches often have collect:
charities and good causes, and may also support local issues and raise conc:

Some churches support food banks which provide food for those in financ
food or money to food banks and then food banks provide the food to the
by official figures such as doctors and social workers. This means people v
some of those who have just been made redundant, can feed themselves &

Some support street pastor initiatives — putting volunteers on the streets t
communities and vulnerable people; for example, de’. . 1g vandals with tl
clubbers with flip-flops for their walk home. Ir s‘cf) «reas where there are
have also dropped. Such commurv*,_ ' /v . ment can be really important i
projects will be funded, tb g ";mll be fed and the vulnerable will be ¢

Activity
Flnd out what a local church does in the local community wk;

How Church Communities Nurture and Support Families

Churches may accommodate different age groups by running separate act
during Sunday worship (Sunday school). This helps to support and nurture
parents can bring their children to Church where they can learn about Goc¢
while the parents are also able to worship. Often, children will attend part
introduce them to adult worship, and some churches will run family friend
children and parents can worship together.

Churches often run youth clubs separate to church which help to promote
young people to interact with other young Christians. These help to nurtu
creating positive associations with Christianity for young people, helping
family. They also support Christian parents by giving them valuable time t

Churches also often run toddler groups (sometimes called mother and chi
to fathers as welll) which help to support Christian families by giving them
parents. This contact can help by showing that others have struggles with
be able to share advice with each other. Because there are multiple adults
this often lowers the stress on each parent and gives them a bit of a break
parents and children to form fr|endsh|ps - and if £ % ad + families make fr

more inclusi Priests/vicars or church members may also visit Chr|st|ans \
issue, or when something bad has happened in their lives and they need s:.
something which no one else would do for them. These visits are importar:
everyone is provided for, and support those who need it. This means that
cared for and supported even when they cannot get to church, or when th

Churches also support and nurture Christian families through rites of pass
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Why the Local Church Helps Christians and the Community

Local churches (those who run and support them) wish to help Christians (
spiritual lives, through teaching them, providing them with sacraments, ar
their faith by cultivating Christian friendships and helping others. They ma
because they want what is best for other Christians/people. They know tha:
faith and in their lives, and so want to help others in this way. They may al<
for this reason — they want them to be happy.

[The Golden Rule] ‘In everything do to others as you would have them do t:
law and the prophets.” (Matthew 7:12 NRSV)

The local church also wants to help |ndlv 1 ai e :mers and the local area
would serve him. ~

: o ‘vecome great among you must be your servant, and
g you must be slave of all.” (Mark 10:43-44 NRSV)

‘And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one o}
members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40 NRSV)

The early Church also emphasised that church leaders should serve their mer:
1 Peter 5:1-4, the writer tells Church elders that they should look after their ¢
serving God, and they will be rewarded for it. It also tells them to be good ex:
care for.

‘... Texhort the elders among you to tend the flock of God that is in your ch:
the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you
(1 Peter 5:1-2 NRSV)

Many Church leaders will, therefore, feel that they must look
after individual Christians in their communities and do so
willingly. Some may do this for the heavenly reward, while
others may be more motivated out of compassion. Some
may interpret this passage to emphasise churches caring for
Christians (God's flock), and not non-Christians in the local
community, but others will feel that everyone is a membeir of
God’s flock, whether they accept it or not, and SO .t 0 e
should be provided for. “

- urch also means that
5 C Ived in helping others; so, by
urches help people in two ways — helping those in need

Providing activities and 2

good by hei

Churches also wish to evangelise new Christians to help others come to kr:
new members.
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Rites of Passage

Rites of passage are certain important events (including rituals) which ceis
someone’s life. These are not just Christian. However, within Christianity, 4
of passage. For a Christian, celebrating these in church and with other Chi
these rituals can help to strengthen their faith, and also show that their fa
shows that important points in their life are connected to their religion. Ri
important as times when the Christian community can support its member

Specifically Christian rites of passage include baptism, dedication and cor:
rite of passage which holds significance within Christianity. Such rites of p.
sacraments and you can look back to the sectlon 2l aments to reminc
rite of passage involves a whole event which 1 1ar

the actions which take place durix = ‘e i = of passage for example, the ri
necessary for theriteofr.. . » a4 believers’ baptism.)

e of Baptism is particularly important for Christians beca

this rite of ;*8Sage before beginning his ministry.

‘And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, sud
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alig
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleas
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Rite of Passage

Details and Importa

Infant Baptism
Infant baptism is a
rite of passage
marking entry into
the church.

Many Christians feel this is an important rite of passage
to raising their child in a Christian family, and also marks
Christian. Many also feel that the ritual of infant baptism 1
they can inherit eternal life. Infant baptism is an importan:
community, as they make promises to help the parents ra:

Believers’ Baptism
Believers’ baptism is
a rite of passage
marking someone’s
own decision to
belong to the
Christian family.

Many Christians feel that this is an important rite of pas
commitment to God/Jesus and the Christian communit
commitment to spend one’s life with someone; in this ca:
many believe that the ritual frees the individual from si
have a full relationship with God.. .« avers' baptism is
community as they will it st ¢ port the person baptis:
relationship witk - . nu people being baptised mea
to be 5 5+ .6 work of God.

alternative to infant
baptism. Sometimes
it is called an ‘infant
thanksgiving’
service.

| As the ceremony is called dedication, this implies that the :

waristians choose to dedicate their young children

God. The parents thank God for their child and promise
Christian faith, but without actually baptising them, so tha:
baptised when they are older. Many feel that this is ani
child is welcomed into the church, and supported, but th
their own commitment when they are older. As with ba
community because they make a commitment to suppo
welcomes another participant. In some ways, a dedicatior;
it marks them becoming parents and having the respons

Confirmation
Confirmation is a
chance for Christians
to confirm the
promises made at
their baptism.

Confirmation is a sacrament in some churches such as th.
practised in many other churches, generally in ones whic:
In many ways it is similar to a believers’ baptism, and th
because it marks a Christian making a commitment to
Christians believe that confirmation marks Christians rece
the Bible talks about baptism with water and baptism w
that receiving the Holy Spirit accompanies baptism (or
is important to the Christian community as it means th
committing their life to God, and this should be celebrate

Confirmation in some denominations has the extra effe
/ full member of the church. This may involve practical co:
to vote on issues at church meetings. This is the case in th

Sometimes, if a Christian is baptised as an adultin a ch
infant baptism, and which practic -« nfirmation, they
the same time. Note: Or' Gt » . _ristians have a comple
confirmation th- .+~ | slicdhd Protestant churches whic

Marriage
Marriage §
importan : g
passage in many
religions and
cultures because it
marks the end of
single life and a
commitment to
sharing one’s life
with another person.

"és‘dthe Catholic Church). The marriage ritual involves m

‘confiraimte 1 «imediately after baptism — this is call

age is also an important rite of passage (a sacram

to symbolise unending love, unity and commitment. In
significant because the spouses make promises to God
also a spiritual commitment. Christians believe that Go
joined in marriage, and they may also feel that marriag
Jesus and the church. Marriage is important to the Chr
can help to support each other as Christians, and becaus:
foundation for raising a family, and fulfilling God's com
also results in the possibility of children born to Christi
community.
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Common and Divergent Attitudes towards Practices Connected wﬂh §
Church Community

As seen in the section on Sacraments, there are different opinions about
whether Christians should practise infant baptism or believers’ baptism.
Some (for example, the Catholic, Anglican and Orthodox churches) feel tha:
people should be welcomed into the church as soon as possible, and othe::
(for example, the Baptist Church) feel that belonging to the Christian
community in this way should be a conscious decision. However, most
Christians (with the notable exceptions of some denominations such as tt
Quakers and Salvation Army) feel that Christians should be baptised at
some point to show that they wish to belong to, a~d - 2 member of, the
Church (Christian) community. Some churf.he 4 Cs s the Methodist
Church, offer either infant or belle ,lrj;esm',"”aepending on parents’ (ar
a Christian’s) preferences ol

Some Chrilf oy "'n'b'f'be as concerned with baptism, or argue that ther
a Christian g s, because Jesus taught that those who believe in him w:
respond that Jesus also claimed that being born of water and of spirit was
Kingdom of God (some equate both of these steps with baptism, while so
of water, and confirmation as being born of the spirit).

‘Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 1
will live...”” (John 11:25 NRSV)

‘Tesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of G¢
and Spirit...”” (John 3:5 NRSV)

As denominations such as the Catholic Church and Orthodox Church prom
no need for a separate dedication service — both are designed to welcome
community, where their parents will try to raise them. Members of these dé
parents wish to commit to raising their children in the Christian faith then i
baptised (some will feel strongly that baptism is necessary for salvation and
baptised to make sure that they can be saved).

However, Christians who dedicate their child rather than baptising them (fc
often argue that dedication provides all the parts of infant baptism |mporta
it introduces a child to the church and Christianity. How-wver, it allows the ¢
to follow Christianity. These Christians may feelt'w : Ao"atlon is more ap§
start a child’s Christian journey, but WIH’\( ! fc “~ any recognising the child -

can make this decision for ther"j 1

believers’ baptism is practised (including many evangelical churches), belic
confirmed that someone wants to be a member of the Christian communi‘%
passage is needed to make them a full member. They also argue that Jest:

confirmation, only baptism.

Some Christians claim that a two-stage process (baptism and confirmation) i
there are examples in the New Testament where the Holy Spirit did not con:
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‘Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the
Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they
(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been ba
Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the
(Acts 8:14-17 NRSV)

Confirmation can also be controversial because in some churches, such as @
partly a practical commitment — confirmation makes someone a full memb?
(although someone can be a member of the Church community before coi
Therefore, especially for Methodists who receive belie:«.: " baptism, confir
commitment, but it is also largely a practical ¢ . eng, as confirmed m
the Church, and can vote on certain ¢’ ' ] 15, and only members &
positions. Some Christians Lonflrm their faith without taking
responsibilities. Som. tians may feel that if they have attended
they shou ¢, vote on church matters, or perform certain church 1

Membership of the Christian community is a complicated concept — some
anyone who wishes to be a Christian is a member of the community — for
would claim that someone is not a member unless baptised (this can be as
some Christians, including some Catholics, that unbaptised children canno:
denominations, full membership comes with confirmation, for example in 1
churches, such as the Methodist Church, a full practical, as well as spiritual,
confirmation.

Common and Divergent Attitudes fowards Marriage and Associated

All Christian denominations promote marriage. Many Christian weddings
exchanging vows to love and remain faithful to each other and exchangin
commitment to their marriage. Christian wedding ceremonies will also oft
(often about God'’s love, reminding the couple of how much they ought to
the couple, and a sermon about marriage. In some denominations, incluc
churches, having the Eucharist as part of one’s wedding is important. (Ho
Catholic marry in a Catholic church, the Eucharist may be left out because
transubstantiation — the Catholic church would not want to offend non-C
offering them the Eucharist.)

_slics, marriage is a sacrament — it has spe

For some Chrlstlans sw"z
- inore important that marriage is valued, and that

God. Therg

Some Christ ompare the married couple to Jesus and the Church, witl
Jesus, and the wife representing the church. Some denominations, for exa
evangelicals, emphasise that a husband is in charge of his wife, and is the
some New Testament teaching which suggests that men and women hav
(All Christians believe that spouses should love each other and treat each
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‘Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husban
Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Saviour... “For
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become o
mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, howev
himself, and a wife should respect her husband.”(Ephesians 5:222-3, 31-33

However, many other denominations believe that husband and wife are e
have more authority than the wife. Such Christians may not view the com
Jesus and the church in the same way.

Some denominations, such as the Catholic Churck, 1 “s¢ that the purpose
having children. They expect all Cathollc nar e wuples, who are able, t
many other denominations sup“'. “, 1 ;ation as one possible purpose f
all married couples to k> Y41, or to have lots of children — they feel
optional, bgmiliet - . ' 5 expressed that having children is good. They a
’ ge, such as love and support. (Catholics believe that th
il emphasise procreation.)

marriage, but

[ ‘God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill

Many Christian wedding ceremonies will reference the place of sex within
modern Christians do have sex before marriage, but especially in denomin
Church and evangelical Protestant churches, there will be the expectation
before marriage, and that sex is a bond which will strengthen the marital r

‘Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, an
(Genesis 2:24 NRSV)

Common and Divergent Attitudes towards Funerals and Connected P:

Funerals are services which occur to mark the end of
someone’s life.

Some churches, such as the Roman Catholic Church,
prefer people to be buried rather than cremated
(although they no longer insist on this), because they
believe in resurrection of the body at the end of tlme
Therefore, such funerals often involve burying th¢

with reference to the belief that the de~c < Il 7

Fau the
..né strictest

‘Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be chan
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and th
imperishable, and we will be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52 NRSV)
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Many Protestants do not believe in resurrection of the body, but rather im
are often cremated, and cremation is often separate to the funeral service.
or after the service, but their coffin (or urn holding their ashes) is often pre
cremated because they do not believe their earthly body is necessary for ti
on Eschatological Beliefs and Teachings for different interpretations and e
connected with the afterlife.)

Some Christians wish funerals to be solemn occasions, for example it is tra:
However, others use them as more joyful celebrations of someone’s life — i
end, so it is not such a sad occasion. People attending the funeral may be
the favourite colour of the person who died. ‘

Many churches are flexible about 22 rc o ctices, though the Catholic Ch
including a vigil. The vigi'! "vm = time of prayer held before the funera:
to Catholics Lggav: « 1 r velief in purgatory, and the belief that their g;é
person in SR e

Funerals often contain Bible readings (often about God's love and heaven)
example about death and hope of new life). People often share memories
or two people may spend longer talking, or many people may share.

seapes

Christian funerals reflect the belief that death is not the end — therefore, w
people should give thanks to God for their life, and for their belief that he
Christian funerals are personal in as much as they are about the person wh:
on God, the Christian faith, and the afterlife.

Christian funerals are often held in a church, or a chapel in a crematorium,
the Christian journey.

Taking it further...
Find out more about funeral services in the Catholic, Anglican or

27) Give three ways in which local churches nurture and support families

28) ‘AllC s should have their children baptised as infants.” Discuss

Analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view for and again:
to different views within Christianity, and refer to sources of wisdom
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Mission

The twenty-first century is an interesting time for Christianity. Christianity h
countries which had traditionally been strongly Christian, and agnosticism
However, Christianity does appear to be on the rise in the Southern hemisg
continue to flourish, Christians should learn lessons from the past, and wor

Keywords:

¢ agnosticism — neither believing nor disbelieving in God or gods

+ atheism — disbelief in God or gods

¢  Great Schism - the split between the Orthodox and Catholic Churches in 1

¢ mission — purpose, for Christians, helping and ¢ - i q others

¢ missionary work — committing time to -va ge L and helpmg people pra

¢ Reformation - the split betweq. e olic Church and Protestant Churc
aspects of Catholicism? 105"

Mission literally means purpose. Within Christianity, when the term 'missic
purpose which Christians believe they are fulfilling for God. Generally this i
convert people, or physical: trying to help others — to feed them, provide t
homes, and so on. Work which tries to fulfil one or both of these missions
work, and those who do it, as missionaries (often someone is classed as a
in other countries).

Evangelism is spreading the news about Jesus with the aim of converting
Jesus’ death, Christians have been trying to convert others, with many of t
work. This can be voluntary or paid.

Christians evangelise in the aim of fulfilling Jesus’ command to spread the
commanded his disciples to do this before ascending to heaven. This is k
Commission (commissioning is giving someone a task to do).

Taking it further...
Why don’t you read Mark 16:9-20 and Matthew 28:16-20 to learn more ab

/ ‘And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclalm the good news t
(Mark 16:15 NRSV)

.. Go therefore and make disciples
Son and of the Holy Sp1r1t andi
(Matthew 28:19-20 I\T""r :

i power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
A atl Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8

John 20:21-22 also makes it explicit that the purpose of missionary and ev
Jesus’ mission — God the Father sent Jesus, and then Jesus sent his disciple
help from the Holy Spirit.

‘Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.””
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Importance of Evangelism and Mission in the Modern Church ( Comm

Christians evangelise for many reasons. Primarily, this is because Jesus cor:
and make more disciples after he rose from the dead, in the Great Commi:
important to Christians. Most Christians feel that evangelism and the word
his disciples to tell the whole world about him. However, there are other C
should focus on evangelising Jews first, before others — they use biblical su;
Christians who disagree with focusing on evangelising Jews first may argue
Jesus first brought the Gospel to the Jews, but now his followers should bt

. the gospel; it is the power of God for salvatlon to.- _yone who has faith
the Greek.” (Romans 1:16 NR5V) . =

St Paul, an important an~ vhs ‘was active shortly

: Y regarded by many
Christians,! cmuch of his time evangelising (as
recorded ir% blical book the Acts of the Apostles
(Acts) and detailed in his letters in the New Testament). Jesus speaking
He urged other Christians to do the same. Therefore, blindness by
many individual Christians and Churches feel that important ap
evangelism is important, and evangelise as part of their wrote many of
service to God.

St Paul was :

‘In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and ti
appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be :
favourable or unfavourable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utm:
(2 Timothy 4:1-2 NRSV)

Some individual Christians are also be incentivised to evangelise out of
compassion for those who do not know God. They feel that it is important
to help other people to know God. This is especially true for those who

believe that Christianity is the only way to get to heaven —in John 14:6 Jes
says that he is the only way to the Father, and many Christians interpret th:.
to mean that Christianity is the only way to God (some feel it means that
Christianity is the only way to have a particular type of relationship with Ge:
as Father). However, there are other Bible passages which also support the:
view that those who are not Christians will not be abln - have a relationsh
with God or eternal life — in the Great Commlcgj,l > .+ Us said that those wi:
did not believe would not be saved .

Iy, ram the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
(]ohn 14:6 NRSV)

“The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does
condemned.’
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Evangelical Protestants often believe that Christianity is the only way to G
Protestants (for example many Quakers and Methodists) feel that those of
religion, may be saved. The Catholic Church has also relaxed its view and
be saved. Therefore, evangelism is more important to Christians such as E
they do not see valid alternatives to Christianity for salvation, whereas ma
These other denominations will still evangelise, but often want to have a
religions and people of no religion in order to work together for peace an
put this first.

Evangelism is also important to Christians in order to show that they are n
and that they are so passionate about Christianity that ** 2y want to share
force. Evangelising others demonstrates that "':e st %s' wre proud of their
it away to fit in with the world. ' o

sijéll; it is the power of God for salvation to

‘For I am not ashc mbiey

Aside from these reasons, the Church needs to evangelise in order to mair:.
if it is to raise funds and encourage volunteers to serve the local and globa§
important to the Church because it helps to keep the Church going. Itis e
modern church, as numbers of Christians in many countries (especially We

Non-religious mission is also important to Christians. Many Christians wa
to show them love — because Jesus commanded it, and they believe that t
for those who have less than they do. Mission is just as important now in
past — there are many people living in poverty and in terrible situations.

‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the
(The Golden Rule - Matthew 7:12 NRSV)

Many Christians also help others practically because they believe that this
their commitment to God. They feel that this is a good expression of their
earn God's favour, but will demonstrate to others God'’s love and the posit

‘T give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have ]
one another. By thisa everyone will know that you areq ,)’ disciples, if you
(John 13:34-35 NRSV) .

Many Christians also wan* '~ - i}‘:::'»J"r‘eréﬁbécause they believe that they will
@<’ ' :oithesheep and the goats Jesus taught that pe
eed, as they were doing this for God. He taught that thos

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared fo
the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you g
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothi
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me... Truly I tell you, just as yot
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:34-36
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There is a debate within Christianity as to whether mission or evangelism is m
twenty-first century Britain. Evangelical Protestants are likely to argue that ev:
because without it, people cannot be saved —and eternal life is more importa::
other Christians feel that it cannot be this black and white — they feel that it is
trying to convert people to Christianity when people are starving to death anc

Many Christians adopt the approach that evangelism is important, but tha
become a Christian if you are not also offering them practical support. Ma
on practical mission — providing care, food, clothing, medicine, shelter and
feel that living in this way and helping others is the best form of evangelisi
do, and those who benefit, may want to learn more ¢* . t Christianity.

It is hard to say which denominati~ < p - 'se“‘;"j""ractical mission above
evangellsm as most denc~ = ¢ cg. an ‘claim that evangehsm and

Christians vias#ave the|r own personal feelings on the matter.
However, there are denominations, which are heavily focused on
practical mission, for example, the Salvation Army (though they also seek t

Evangelism and Mission in Practice

Missionary work and evangelism can be local, national or global. Here a

Local
¢ Some local church communities hold events and activities (e.g. toddle
the elderly) for the local community; to provide for them, and also as &
Church. (missionary and evangelism)
Vicars and priests go into schools to introduce children to Christianity.
Some local churches help local charities to benefit the community. (m:
Street pastors (volunteers who do not have to be ordained) provide prac
talking to members of the community, providing support for vulnerable
social behaviour. (missionary)

National

+ There are national initiatives to evangelise, such as Alpha
courses, which anyone can run, which give an mtroductlon to
Christianity. (evangelism) "

¢ Messy Church is another national |n|t|r,f|\/ i d-e churches
provide activity sessions for c- c e gl |r'1“corporate worship, to
introduce families to *»> 7 W (evangellsm)

¢  Many fozaabe - - a'-l;;f:.ur‘i‘“by Christian organisations to help
those & £’ need. (missionary)

Global

+ Many missionaries work in countries where Christians are
struggling, or where Christianity is not well-established; as well as in le.
countries, helping with practical considerations, such as health care (h:
spiritual considerations). (missionary and evangelism)
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Church Growth and New Forms of Church Today

Christian evangelism and mission began with Jesus. He reached out, tau
reached a relatively small group of people compared to the number of Ch
of Christianity began after his death.

To begin with, after Jesus’ death, evangelism took place very locally. Jesus
they lived, in Jerusalem and in the surrounding areas. Within a few decade
further, for example to Greece and Italy. Most evangelism was still by wor
communities kept in touch via letter writing.

‘And they went out and proclaimed the good news= . ‘where, while the

them and confirmed the message by the sigr ; - ompanied it.” (Mark 1

Within a few centuries, Chri-
had more Op tl‘k". ':

ANS
€50739)

benefitted greatly from State o ShON
power, for example when the
Roman Emperor Constantine
converted in 313. When rulers
converted to Christianity, they
tended to evangelise their subjects,
and Christianity spread with
colonisation in surrounding
countries and via trade.

From the fifteenth century onwards,
European countries began to
colonise overseas. Missionary work . . 7
was practically important to them Map showing th:sprea
because if they converted the

people they colonised then the native people were more likely to accept t
continued, with later missionaries more interested in converts than state p

In modern times evangelism and missionary work can be local and global.
needed because more people in Christian countries r== ;foe atheists and a
majority of people (who did not belong to an.wi. r ' » gion) attended chu
overseas has made it easier for miscic o - rgaiiisations to send people a

€as Where it was previously very popular, such
Christianit oV .1 these areas it needs to modernise; to have a more i
appeals to @ er people; to modernise some of its values to match com
(such as accepting homosexuality, for those denominations which do not)
outreach to appeal to modern people (such as a greater presence on socia
needs to regain people’s faith after scandals involving sexual abuse and th

Christianity is dacli=™ - .

However, the Church is now growing in areas such as parts of the souther
economically developed countries. This may also be due to the (newer) ty
on the rise, such as Pentecostal Christianity.
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In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, churches that place a greater er:
been particularly popular. Existing in multiple global locations, Pentecostal <
the Holy Spirit is believed to have arrived at Pentecost) rate the authority ¢
the Bible or Church leaders. Pentecostals believe they will receive gifts from
their spiritual lives, such as speaking in tongues, a mysterious, spiritual lang:
Pentecostalism flourished, there were often mass conversions, with people ¢
Christianity. Pentecostal worship is often lively, making it appealing to a m:

Pentecostalism became popular because it taught that anyone can receive '
have direct contact with God. Being inspired by the Holy Splrlt also gives pe:
believe God has given them a message to pass on. w' . i_ is in other branch:
can be an ordained leader or teach other Chr ita :'bOUt God. This branci:
disadvantaged groups such as wor > 7a . _thnic minorities. Traditionally, :
ona S|mple Ilfe expecting "re"\ ad in heaven. Pentecostallsm has grow%

In developing countries, the new forms of church which have grown incluc
fundamentalists, and Charismatic Christians. A revival of Pentecostalism i
Charismatic Christianity also focuses on the Holy Spirit, though it emphase
reward for faith. Many Charismatic leaders are wealthy. Charismatic Christi.:
multimedia, and travel opportunities; preachers can broadcast their service:
because it promises paradise as well as endorsing a prosperous life.

Evangelical Protestantism has also grown — as with Pentecostalism, it empl
Spirit, making it highly personal. It also has lively and appealing worship.

Fundamentalism has grown and developed, largely as a backlash
against the modern scientific and secular culture in the nineteenth, D
twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and also against liberal
Christianity. It has been in the last few hundred years that science
has provided evidence which contradicts the Bible as a historical
account (e.g. the theory of evolution conflicting with the biblical D
account of creation). In the last few hundred years, liberal Bible
scholarship has also grown, with many Christians questioning
whether events in the life of Jesus really did occur exactly as the
Bible says. There has also been a rise in atheism, an- . éincreasing secula
its values have become less religious). Funda: iet * s have wanted to pr
fundamental — belief in the Bible a< 3 < - . . _and belief that Christianity is
and so they have grown ac . .= sw ¢/ aanct group of Christians. Fundament
with liberal Clgsti=i = 1. - who do not take the Bible completely literally.
ach as those against homosexuality) and with non-Ch

===
1
1
1

Note: While many Pentecostals and Charismatics are Protestant, some Cat.:
Charismatic leanings. There is also overlap between evangelicals, fundame:
many (but not all) evangelicals are fundamentalists, and some charismatics
evangelical.
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As well as the growth of new Christian denominations, there has also beer
to worship within existing denominations. For example, the concept of M
and has grown rapidly. Many different denominations hold Messy Church
provide a different type of church for those who would not normally want
worship. Often Messy Church sessions will involve creative activities (such
passage or theme, there will be a short and accessible time of worship, anc.
bring and share. One motivation is to appeal to families with young chlldm
all ages, and is not only for children or families. Messy Churches often tak:
other than Sunday mornings, so they feel less like a regulated church. The

services rather than replacing them, and may run monthly rather than wee:
very popular, because it presents worship and Iearhli © fiout Christianity i
creative and accessible. o

youth church sessions —worship aimed at young people. Many churches b
/ teenagers are losing interest in Christianity, so they have realised that the:

running worship sessions which feature more modern Christian music; inte
at an accessible level. Having youth church sessions can be beneficial to ai
members who prefer traditional worship can still experience this, but youn:
option which may appeal to them more. This avoids the risk of trying to fit
into one worship session that no one likes the style and no one is satisfied

Quick Questions

29) Give three examples of methods of evangelism.

30) Explain why some Christians see evangelism as ir~ srtant.
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The Role of the Church in the Wic

The church in the wider world can refer to the entire global Christian comn
to an individual Christian denomination globally; for example, the Catholi

Keywords:

¢ ecumenism — cooperation between different churches and different denon:

¢ monastic — relating to monks; men who remain unmarried and devote thei
living in religious communities

¢ persecution — being treated badly, for example because of religious beliefs

¢ reconciliation — being reunited in a positive sense with ;omeone one was &

‘Church’ and Ecumenism

The word ‘church’ has been
have different mearir

Juyghout this resource, but although it
started with a little ‘c’, ‘church’ can refer tc
: physical church in time and space. ‘Church’ with
a specific o nation, e.g. the Catholic Church. It can also refer to a cc
congregation, or all the Christians in the world - this is the spiritual Churc
than buildings. Both individual church congregations, and larger groups ¢
Christians within one denomination, may feel that they are communities. 7
common, and, for individual churches, they also share a location of worshi
shared experiences.

Some churches take part in ecumenism; which is where churches work wit
different denominations, and carry out joint activities or services, and work.
word ‘ecumenical’ refers to something involving different Christian denon
working for unity between different branches of Christianity. Ecumenism i:
unite the Christian community, and can also help Church resources to achis
partnership with those of other churches.

One ecumenical organisation which aims for all churches to work together
worldwide, without trying to make them the same, is the World Council of
Churches. This incorporates many of the main Christian denominations.
The Catholic Church is not a member, but cooperates and interacts with it.
The World Council of Churches wants Christians to work together for a
better world, and for Christians to feel unity in Jesus. It wants different
denominations to reconcile — not to stop being different denominations
with different practices and beliefs, but to work with others for shared
goals, and have positive relationships with them. :

‘So when you are offerinfj},,‘ AE otie altar if you remember that your b
omethmg agamc* " a o your gift there before the altar and go; first be
L and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5:23 NRSV)

Different denominations interpret the biblical emphasis on reconciliation ir:
Christians feel that even if they disagree with certain beliefs and practices ¢
should try to work with them for the faith, and that other denominations a
reaching God. However, the Catholic Church believes that it is the only tru
while it does work with other churches, it is not a member of the World Cc
reconciles different denominations) because it does not acknowledge that
equally valid ways of practising Christianity — it does not feel that it should
because they are mistaken in not being members of the Catholic Church.
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There are many ecumenical Christian communities in the world:

Ecumenical Community What it does

A place which hosts a monastic
society and is a pilgrimage site. It is

. > | differe:
famous for a particular style of music eace’
i and for popularising several chants. P
Taizé o Membf
Many pilgrims are young and come

d|ffere§f

to join in religious activities with the
monks, including prayer, study and
singing. ,

Iona is ar. s A &‘," e coast of
Scuwitis 2p0a pllgrlmage site.
+...dreds of years ago it contained a
‘| monastic community who helped to
evangelise the surrounding area.
Situated here now is a centre where
many Christians come to participate
Iona in a Christian community. Iona is not
only significant because of its
heritage, but because Christians can
come here to worship. As well as
worship and other Christian activities,
pilgrims can tour the abbey on Iona
and go on walks to see important
spots on the island.

An organisation which works for
peace and reconciliation in Northern
Ireland. The Corrymeela community
run events such as talks, and also
work in the community local to their
site. People can go to Corrymeela to
meet people of different views, but
who all want to overcome conflict.

Corrymeela

The ‘Churches Together’ Movement
has different branches, e.g. Churches
Together in England, and ! : “ches
Together in Wales .t 5. ‘ay o help
link chure? > - “ent

otansin the same area who
to work together for shared goals.

‘Churches Together’
Movement

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

What the ° uoesm the Wider World

An entire Christian denomination, or group of denominations, has much i
a local church. The Church has campaigned worldwide for many issues, inc:
+ for peace, and reconciling civil conflict and conflict between nations
+ for the end of racism and other inequalities and breaches of human ri¢
+ for welfare for the poor

i

~Educﬁﬂoﬂ
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The worldwide Church is important if it can make a positive impact on thes
to people’s lives.

The Church works for worldwide evangelism which is important because ¢
bring others to their faith, and also provides the Church with members.

The Church also supports many charities worldwide which seek to evangel
aid, providing spiritual and physical help to others.

Persecution of the Church in the Twenty-first Century

Many Christians worldwide are persecuted for th-_ . in’s They may not
or have access to Bibles, and they may eve : f. re ~éats and violence. This
state dislikes all religious beliefc ¢ .. s occurred in communist states),
Christian religion(s) (such ¢ ’w .-(c’jréé); or where a country officially allc.
from other g0 s . =~ w0 eradicate Christianity and promote only their t:
‘in Nigeria). This is not new, and indeed Christian states
ists and members of non-Christian religions as well.

persecuted &

The Church has tried to support persecuted Christians, but this is not alwa:
can try to combat persecution in several ways. It can seek to forge politica
worship in different countries, and sometimes tries to work together with 1
a more tolerant society. It can also help by praying, and by providing pra
missionaries to strengthen the faith of persecuted Christians, and to provi:
other resources.

Some Christians seek reconciliation with their persecutors, and forgive them,
Christians try not to lose faith due to persecution, believing it is part of God's
Churches may meet and worship in secret to preserve the safety of their mem:
forced to leave their homes to escape persecution.

“You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate y
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you..

Charity
Many Christians feel that they should give money as/to charity, and do go:

4 |./e shows how mu

Jesus taught Christians to love their neighbour: = i |

‘The sechd is thi: 1 A aulove your neighbour as yourself.” There is n¢
1>« lark 12:31 NRSV)

g
[¢)
=
=

love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if y
(John 13:34-35 NRSV)

In the parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-46) Jesus taugh:
and provide clothing, food and shelter, will be the ones to inherit the kinge
really doing it for him —and those who do not, will not.
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K “Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, [ was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me... Truly I tell you, just a

K you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you d

Due to passages such as the parable of the sheep and the goats, some

Christians may feel that salvation is earnt only through doing good, such
by helping others. However, many Christians argue - fith in Jesus is tr
responsible for salvation — but that those with Zui a1 _j_]' want to help other
this is the practical expression of thelr

4

Some Chrlst|ans g|ve a At" Liiaisa set amount of their income (often

‘Set apart a tithe of all the yield of your seed that is brought in yearly from t::
(Deuteronomy 14:22 NRSV)

Work of Christian Aid — What it does and Why
There are many charities which work worldwide to help others, for exampl
aims primarily to support people (Christians and non-Christians) practically
less-economically-developed countries, responding to natural disasters; h
medical care, shelter and education; and helping refugees.

Christian Aid aims to stop, and in the meantime alleviate (make less bad), |
of the biblical teachings to help others, and out of compassion for those w
need to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives. Christian Aid feels that everyo
a fulfilling life, without living in poverty, and wants to help make this a real

One of the main projects which Christian Aid has been working on in recer::
crisis — the Syrian people need food, shelter and medical supplies, as well &

Christian Aid often works with small, local organisations in the places it he
best support which people actually need. It often tries to use sustainable 1
for example, giving a family a chicken, so that when the chicken lays eggs,
food and/or income.

Christian Aid also campaigns for change, hoping that governments will wo

Christian Aid campaigns in various ways, incluc .
fundraising. In May every year it holdﬁ,f".  danaid week where volunteers
through people's doors and theigy o collect them. Many churches k.
Christian Aid. : a

Activity
Research another Christian charity, e.g. CAFOD or Tearfund,

Quick Questions

31) Describe one ecumenical community.

32) Give three reasons why Christians support charities such as Christian

Course Companion for GCSE OCR Component 1: Christianity Page 104 of 113

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

i

~Eduﬁﬁﬂon




Summary for Practices

+  Worship, devotion to God, can be practiced in many ways. Some worshig
words and actions, and some follow a liturgical pattern. Others do not. W
public or private. Many practices can be included in worship, including a s¢
prayer, meditation and sacraments. The Bible is used to teach, guide an:i

+ Some denominations practice up to seven sacraments, special worsf:
all, accept baptism and the Eucharist as sacraments. Baptism is where
accepted into the Church through being anointed with, or immersed is
remembrance of the Last Supper, where bread an< vine are shared t
his body and blood for the salvation of th~: ¢ ' “ar-

¢ Prayer, talking to God, can tal(" Lia : maﬁy times and
in many forms. Prayere ‘bP el \exact or structured) or
mformal onrw a0 s of prayer are adoration,

e z\sglvmg, supplications, grace,

‘praying in the spirit’, chants and

meditational prayers. The Lord’s Prayer is particularly

important to Christians as this is the prayer which Jesus

taught them to pray.

+ Many Christians go on pilgrimages — they go on a
physical journey to help them progress in their faith.
Some go because they feel that a particular place is
significant, while others go mainly to spend time
worshipping and to be with other Christians. Popular
pilgrimage places include Lourdes, Jerusalem,
Walsingham and Rome.

¢ Christmas and Advent are important for Christians to remember and s
birth of Jesus. Holy Week (including Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday &
remember Jesus’ sacrifice when he was crucified and celebrate the ne
inherit because of his resurrection.

¢ The church in the local community is important for different reasons. 1
worship and activities for Christians and the local community, in orde:
life, help others, and evangelise. It helps families, and provides rites «
and confirmation. As important events such as marriages and funerai
this makes local churches central to events whici - : d importance for

COPYRIGHT
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¢ The future of the Church is uncerf2ir ! va {‘,:‘*ns"'rﬁ?— converting other:
through missionary work '« s ys been |mportant to Chrlstlans b
Christians to mal(° A,
local gt

church such as Messy Church — which cater to different needs. lg
¢ The Church does many things in the wider world — including ecumeni
persecuted church, and supporting charity, including charitable orga

~ Educat’ioﬂ
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Answers

Mark Schemes for 6-mark and 15-mark Questions

(These are simplified, and not the official OCR mark schemes.)

4 marks for knowledge and understanding
Incomplete understanding of question and little knowledge demonstrated.
Slightly more understanding of question and knowledge demonstrated, but not much.
A decent level of knowledge, but not quite enough / not applied fully.
Knowledge and understanding are demonstrated well.

2 marks for analysis and ex-".

- fion

A limited attempt at analysis and evaluation.

Analysis and evaluation are demonstrated w-’' = = dii. .. .nt views are considered.

< for knowledge and understanding

Incomplete, e uestion and little knowledge demonstrated.
A decent lev wledge, but not quite enough / not applied fully.

Knowledge ariti understanding are demonstrated well.

12 marks for analysis and evaluation

One argument with some justification or several arguments with no justification. Little
material and no conclusion.

Little justification of ideas, and little or no reference to different Christian views. Errors in
understanding of material, or interpretation of question. A poor conclusion.

Some different views with some justification. Some comparison. Not quite enough
analysis and evaluation. A decent conclusion.

A good range of different views, well justified. Good comparison, analysis and evaluation
A good and balanced conclusion.

Beliefs and Teachings

Question
Number

Answer / Mark Scheme

¢ Omnipotent means all-powerful.

e The Christian God is believed to have great physical power, e.g. creating
performing miracles.

1 e Many Christians also believe that God has spiritual power to give people

them to make decisions.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu

¢ The Christian God has given humans many commands, such as the Ten
he must judge whether they keep to them.

e Christians believe that God is just, and so k-« - i ge between those w

5 wrong and reward and punish accorc i

e Jesus taught that God will j &= - 1sewno help others as righteous, an
help others nega*h iyt .

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ik pa‘i‘ht,i mark per point/development/example (maximu
h i.cs believe that God the Spirit proceeds from the Father and the S
stians believe that God is one being but three persons.

any Christians believe that God the Son helped God with creation and

Aczgnt t.a 2 el

3 IS
the person of Jesus. i
. . . Qg
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu “
e Humans have dominion, they should control the world. ‘ EdUﬁ‘thGﬁ
e Humans are stewards, they should look after the world. ’
4 e Humans should procreate and multiply.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu
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Question Answer / Mark Scheme
Number

e  Christians can believe that God did not really create the universe in six d
longer period of time, using the Big Bang to start everything.

e  Christians can believe that God created humans and animals through ev

5 as they are now.

e  Christians can believe that Genesis 3 describes how humans in general c
God, rather than explaining a real instance of disobedience.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu

e  Christians may feel that there is evil and suffering because it was more |
humans free will and allow evil than to make humans puppets.

e There can be moral evil because humans are free b hurt others. Christi

6 first moral evil occurred at the Fall.
e Christians may also feel that natuial ¢ 4 ri‘ishment for humans dis
: ér"“pt;int/development/example (maximu
ofevil and sufferlng suggests that there cannot be a powe
v seems to conflict with Christian belief.
the problem is solved by saying that God is more loving to allow evil a
gives rise to important Christian beliefs about free will.

o If the problem is solved by saying that God is not all-powerful, this mea
have to revise their beliefs about God.

o If the problem is solved in other ways, such as evil being a test, this may
Christian’s faith and help Christians to understand God more.

7 Accept any relevant point or justification (maximum 4)

Analysis and Evaluation:

e Explanations of evil and suffering, such as the doctrine of the Fall, have
on Christianity. For example, belief in original sin being the start of evil
the fallenness of humanity, and led to practices such as infant baptism i
saved from original sin.

o Belief in the Fall as an explanation for evil and suffering has also led som
women as inferior to men, because it was Eve who tempted Adam, and
and hence suffering. If there were no such problem of evil and suffering
have been a greater degree of gender equality in traditional Christianity

Accept any relevant point or justification (maximum 2)

¢ Do not retaliate.

e Do not worry.

8 e Reconcile with others.

e Treat others as you would like to be treated.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu

e Jesus taught Christians to love others, no matter /o they were.

¢ Jesus showed Christians that love is mare.. ar than law.

9 e Jesus taught and showed Chrls+ st at hould have faith, and if t
help them. T

Accept any_rP_! i mark per point/development/example (maximu

s
h-us cialmed authority to forgive sins (which belongs to God).
10 s was resurrected from the dead, showing his power over death.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu

e  Soldiers gamble for Jesus’ clothing.

e Jesus was mocked.

11 e  The sky went dark.
e The curtain in the Temple tore in two.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu
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Question
Number

Answer / Mark Scheme

12

Points and Justification For: Points and Justification Aga

The Gospels report that he performed
miracles and healings (e.g. Luke 7).

He appeared to have the authority to
forgive sins (e.g. Mark 2).

The Gospels claim that Jesus rose from the
dead, and only God has power over death.
At Jesus' baptism and the Transfiguration,
God refers to Jesus as his son.

‘And when Jesus had been baptized, just as

he came up from the water, suddenly the

heavens were opened to him and he s~
the Spirit of God descendina lik: =dc °
and alighting on him_..* \ . H
heaven said, 7" * m. 5., the Beloved,
with vy Al |5‘|'eased."’ (Matthew

R 1 AKSY)

n 1 teaches that Jesus, the Word, is

od — and many Christians believe that
the Bible is true and so believe this.

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God... And the Word became flesh and
lived among us... Jesus Christ...” (John 1:1,
14, 17 NRSV)

It is important for Christians to believe that
Jesus is God, because this means that they
should follow his teachings, and have been
saved by him.

Most Christian churches, such as the
Catholic Church have taught this, and
Christians should respect church authority.
The doctrine of the incarnation explains
how Jesus could be both God and human,
which explains why did not always seem
completely divine all the time.

“ V< wom

' I _liable then Christians

The Bible can be read t¢
the Messiah, but was sti
early Christians believec
Christadelphians believe
support for believing ths
Some scholars believe
John 1 was not writte
author, and that the pz
Word being God is not

_this is important, bec

=

their beliefs on it.
Some Christians believi
referred to as the ‘Son :
mean that he is God, b:
a special relationship
generally referred to
rather than 'God’ in th
important, as if the Gog
mean to imply that Je
then maybe Christian
this.

Jesus displayed clearl
characteristics, such a
suffering. God could r:
Jesus’ moral teaching iz
even if he was not Go
human Messiah he m
humanity, so Christia
believe that Jesus was ¢
in God and practise th 5
The Jews never expec

Accept any relevant point or justification.

13

Salvation in Christianity means being saved from sin.
Receiving salvation means that Christians do not have to fear death/punis

have a relationship with God.

Salvation is something which needs to be given or achieved — most Christ
they receive salvation because Jesus died for them, and they believe in

14

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point /-«
Knowledge and Understanding: ':

Christians believe that %oy -
God.

o 3,10t jUst Jews.

death and separation from God.

‘For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the

death.” (Romans 8:2 NRSV)

Some Christians feel that they can only receive salvation through faith i
very important for them, so that they are saved.

Accept any relevant point or justification (maximum 4)

ine t/example (maximur:

dc1 o .nade it possible for them to have a
ve nat Jesus’ crucifixion made it possible for anyone to

tians believe that they receive salvation because Jesus atoned for t
believe that Jesus needed to make up for their sins because sin would co:
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

Number

Analysis and Evaluation:

e Because Christians feel free from sin due to salvation through Jesus, thi
freed from following the Jewish law. They worship Jesus and accept his s;
This has put Christianity and Judaism on a very different path, as many
follow many Old Testament laws.

e  Christianity has become both an inclusive and an evangelising religion be
believe that anyone can receive salvation through Jesus, and some believ:
only way that they can receive salvation.

Accept any relevant point or justification (maximum 2)

e Heaven

e Hell

15 e Purgatory

T ”»s,,:ér"“pt“)‘int/development/example (maximur:

Accept any relevant poi-

16

_“that after death good people will go to heaven a:

e ManyChri i
ke Cnristians believe in the immortality of the soul — they believe tha
£ t after death and be judged immediately by God.
e Some Christians believe in resurrection of the body — they believe that ths

resurrected at the end of time and judged by God then.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximur:
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Practices

Question Answer / Mark Scheme
Number

e Liturgical

e Non-liturgical

7 + Public

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu

Knowledge and Understanding:

* Some Christians feel that liturgical worship is important because it allow
practise sacraments, and feel comfortable with a set style of worship.

e Some Christians feel that non-liturgical worship is |mportant because th
they feel inspired by God and the Holy Sp|r|+

e Some Christians feel that private wors..p rtant because it allows
in ways which work for therr - ' tt,... work on their personal relatio

e Some Christians fee!:: : “worship is important because it allows t
encourage?.: “aristians, and because Jesus taught that he was p
O

Woiere two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them." (
t any relevant point or justification (maximum 4)

Analysis and Evaluation:

18 » Different Christians are likely to find different types of worship more or les
depending on who/what they believe has the ultimate authority on religio
that the Church or Bible hold the most authority are likely to find liturgical
significant than non-liturgical worship because they want to worship in wa
encourages / in ways in which they can hear and be taught about the Bibl
In contrast, those who feel that the Holy Spirit has the most authority will |
liturgical worship most significant because they want to worship as God w:
humans want to organise it.

e Feeling that public or private worship is more significant may depend on w
feels able to worship authentically with others or on their own. If they find
concentrate on worship, they may prefer public worship where worship is
However, others may find that they connect personally with God in private
to spend time praying etc. individually.

Accept any relevant point or justification (maximum 2)

e Avyoung child is anointed with water in the name of the Father, Son and

e The parents make promises to raise them in the Christian faith.

19 e Acandleis presented to symbolise Jesus' light in the child’s life.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu

e The Eucharist is a Christian sacrament which remembers the Last Supper, w
bread and wine with his disciples.

o The Eucharist involves Christians receiving bread anf‘ Mne which represen

20 of Jesus, and remind them of his sacrifice. :,

e Catholics believe that the Eucharlst nv ive« sﬂbstantiation —the bread
become the body and blf‘ Cor

‘mark per point/development/example (maximum

21

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu

e The Lord’s Prayer is an important Christian prayer, based on what Jesus ta
pray in Matthew 6.

o It asks God for sustenance and forgiveness.

22 o Itisregularly used by Christians in worship, as a prayer for all to join in, or
want to pray as God desires them to pray.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

Number
e Pilgrimage is making a physical journey to symbolise or support a spirituz;
o It is often made to sites with particular religious significance.
23 e It often involves spending time with other people of one's religion, worsk:
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximur:
e Many Christians go on pilgrimage because it enables them to spend time
e Some Christians go on pilgrimage because they believe that certain site
may be places of healing.
24 e Some Christians go on pilgrimage because it is commanded in the Bible ¢
went on pilgrimage and they want to follow his example.
Accept any relevant point, T mark per point/de::-!c - a¢ 1t/example (maximur:
e Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesu .«
¢ [t celebrates God sending hio o - 0w world to live with humanity, t
o5 restore the relaticn iy’ ¢ ...n God and humans.

o Itcelebrat.:

‘ne Christians celebrate Easter with an Easter vigil, where people stay a:
waiting for Jesus to rise (symbolically).
e Christians often celebrate Easter by giving/painting eggs, which symbolis:
brings, and the empty tomb. :

26
e Some Christians celebrate Easter by decorating the church with flowers, wi
life.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximur:
e Churches provide Sunday schools.
e Churches provide toddler groups.
27

e Churches provide family worship.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximur:
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28

Points and Justification For:

therefora “aar

Churches such as the Catholic
Church and Anglican Church
promote infant baptism and teach
that it is right, so Christians of these
denominations may feel that they
should have their young children
baptised because they respect
church authority.

Jesus taught that people needed t2

be baptised, and that thoce wi:

were baptised w

ot ' cen baptised as

key as possible so that they will
ceive salvation.

‘Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom
of God without being born of water
and Spirit..."" (John 3:5 NRSV)

If parents are going to dedicate
their child, they might as well
baptise them. Children can get
confirmed when older to show they
agree with the promises made at
their baptism.

There is possible biblical support for
infant baptism — whole families
getting baptised e.g. Acts 16.

Points and Justification Against:

oA
s+ 1viany Christians believe that t

Churches such as the Baptist
baptise children as infants an
wrong, because they believe
baptised as adults as Jesus w
‘And when Jesus had been ba
came up from the water, sudd
were opened to him and he s
descending like a dove and al
a voice from heaven said, “Th
Bel~ = with whom I am wel
Aev.3:161-7 NRSV)

through faith — they do not se
baptism if it is not accompani
‘Jesus said to her, T am the re
life. Those who believe in me
die, will live...” (John 11:25 N
The Methodist Church practis
believer's baptism, so Christia
choose whether they want to
children as infants or not.
There is the option of a dedic
parents can make promises t
children as Christians while al
make promises for themselve
older.

It is quite possible that there i
for infant baptism — the famil
might not have involved child
Quakers and the Salvation Ar
all - they feel that outward sy
needed — people are saved th
God's grace.

Accept any relevant point or justification.
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Number
e Churches can evangelise through running Alpha courses to introduce pe
e Vicars and priests can go into schools to introduce children to Christianit
29 e Missionaries can travel abroad to introduce people to Christianity in cou

Christianity is not the main religion.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu

Knowledge and Understanding:

o Christians see evangelism as important because it enables churches to g
more Christians to carry out church work and to make a difference in the

o Christians see evangelism as important because evangelising fulfils Jesus
more disciples.

o Christians feel evangelism is important becz::z e
rather than condemned if they becon +Ct i
‘And he said to them, "Goir ooz 2 wari :
creation. The one

believe wi' >«

‘sures that more peo

; and proclaim the good news
.and is baptized will be saved; but the on
w_ned.” (Mark 16:15-16 NRSV)

. see evangelism as important because they feel compass
Ct KNow Jesus.

me Christians see evangelism as important because it shows that they

e

30 their faith.
Accept any relevant point or justification (maximum 4)
Analysis and Evaluation:
e If Christians did not see evangelism as important, then Christianity could
do not want this to happen because they want others to come to know J
they want to carry on the good work of the church.
e Christians may see evangelism as very important if they feel that Christian
God and salvation (one interpretation of John 14:6). Those who do not b
see evangelism as so important if they believe that people can come to G
e Christians may see evangelism as important if they prioritise people’s sp
their physical ones. If they feel that helping people out of poverty is a p
not see evangelism as so important.
Accept any relevant point or justification (maximum 2)
¢ Taizé hosts an ecumenical community of monks.
¢ ltis a pilgrimage site, famous for a particular style of music.
31 ¢ People of different denominations can worship and study there.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point/development/example (maximu
o Christians support charity because Jesus taught that those who helped o
to heaven.
o Christians support charity because Jesus taught that people should love
32 charity shows this love.

e Christians may support charity because the Old Testament teaches that
tithe to God.

COPYRIGHT
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Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per :-oi ¢/d
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