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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching of
Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies A, the section on Philosophy and Ethics. Always check the exam board
Both areas of the specification — Arguments for the Existence of God and website for new information,
Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the 21%* Century —are including changes to the
covered, and questions and activities are included to test knowledge and specification and sample

ability, and to help students to engage with the topics. assessment material.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate concepts. Key words and biblical quotes are
included to help students to understand the material and to further their grasp of the subjects. A brief
introduction to the course and answering exam questions is provided for students at the start, and answers/a
mark scheme are included at the end.

This course companion can be used for individual learning, or can be read as a class. Alternatively, teachers could
adapt it, to use it in other ways. It can be used as the main focus for a lesson, or to complement other activities.

This topic involves studying a number of different arguments, ideas and opinions. This should both inform
students and develop their thinking, enabling them to approach issues from different points of view.

Common and divergent Christian perspectives are covered where necessary, as are non-religious views.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without oversimplification,
while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout, we have tried to present all
views in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully, this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their exams. It
should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they want to teach to
their class.

Biblical quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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(ntroduction to the Course and How to Ans

This course aims to cover both philosophical arguments and understandings whi
ideas about family and relationship ethics, and to assess your understanding of t
designed to equip you with the information you need, and help you to test your
related questions.

Not all the questions and activities included here are exam-style, but those
which are should be answered in particular ways.

The exam board will ask you to give quick facts and statements, as well as
asking you to “explain’ and ‘evaluate’ beliefs and opinions v 2n
answering al questions it is important to try to us: & ar : | terms, where
possible, and to write well, using both 2 <,+ * t . asy to follow and
correct spelfing and grammar. M 4¢ v <. ivriting will be required,
depending on the numhe 4 2 Try to spend as little time as possible
on the shorg Tf 311 o *_atlow yourself more time for the longer ones.

e ) )
For each of t\#wo sections you will get a 3-mark, 4-mark, 5-mark and 12-
mark question in the exam. Three extra marks are given for spelling, punctuation
grammar — and also terminology — making the 12-mark question in section 1

(Arguments for the Existence of God) worth 15 marks.

A\

For the 3-mark question you will be asked to ‘outli
three examples. For ‘outline’ questions you can giv
three one-sentence answers. You will get one mark
for each point up to a maximum of three marks.

For the 4-mark question you will be asked to ‘explain’ two things, e.g. reas
give two different points, and, to get full marks, you must develop or justify
quote or other evidence. So you can think of it as being a mark per point a
each point. This should show that you understand information as well as b
developments must be relevant to the point they are justifying and to the g
get full marks if you use the same justification for both points you give in o

The 5-mark question is very similar to the 4--.5 <'c .
developing/justifying both, you shoi!- -~ I .4 18ast one source of wisdo
Bible or Catholic teaching (ac e ‘fz,j.f_./in'?' development/justification). Again
points are as differaz; - “nlie'so that the person marking gives you cre

The 12/15-h%grk question is the longest, and there is a little more to remembe
statement. This means giving arguments and justifications for and against the
and also suggesting an alternative point of view). Make sure you have good rea
and link them together well. You also need to come to a conclusion; picking th
argument (based on the arguments you have given!) and saying why you think
refer to Christian teaching. If specified, you must reference non-religious argum
arguments; or different Christian points of view.
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Arguments For the Existence

Many Christians believe that God has revealed himself to humans, includi
miracles, which they may take to be proof of the existence of God, or at |
Christians may also feel that they experience God through other types of r:
when they are praying. However, some people are not convinced that rel
Some Christians have used arguments, such as the design argument and
try to prove the existence of God, though atheists have argued against th
consider whether a religious or non-religious upbringing contributes to w
God or not.

Keywords: L

atheist — someone who does hot .t in Tud or gods

cosmological argumenf - 5 7. tnie'existence of God, based on the ic

than nothing .

< desicosliyui . o case for the existence of God, based on the idea that
creat 1;‘1;:&0 purpose and appears organised

% discip®®in Christianity, a follower of Jesus

% evidence - indicates that something is likely to be true

< miracles — events which seem supernatural and unexplainable by natural l&
Christians to be performed by God or his agents

< prayer — communication with God

% proof — shows something to definitely exist or be true

< religious experience - in Christianity, when people feel God's presence

% revelation — experiencing God in a way in which he is seen, heard, or gives

% vision - a type of experience where God, or a messenger of God, is seen

7
*
7
*

Revelation

Many Christians believe that God has revealed himself to humans, and tha
God's existence, because if people have experienced God then he must ex
generally refers to where God has been seen, and/or he has imparted knov
are many instances of revelation in the Bible, including to those such as N

Testament, and through Jesus, as the incarnation of God (God as a huma

Keywords:

compassion — love and mercy for others
covenant - a promise between God and humanf
faithful - loyal N Y
idol - a false God, sometimes craz e’ . 1 suaclie or image
incarnation — God asalu Idﬂ I tlesh

just—fairand I < 2
. ol |mportant rules which Jews live by

7
0’0

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

% Jewi
% New wj - the second section of the Bible, dealing with events to ¢
disciples™

B

»  Old Testament — the first section of the Bible dealing with the time before
prophets — messengers of God and those who God speaks to

X3

%
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Old Testament Revelation — Noah

One person to whom God revealed himself in
the Old Testament was Noah, according to the
book of Genesis chapters 6-9. God is displeased
with humankind, but sees that Noah is a good
man. He commands Noah to make an ark, a
large boat, and take aboard with him his family
and many animals — some animals he should
take one pair of, some seven pairs — and food.
God tells Noah that he is going to send a great
flood to wipe out all the other life on earth.
However, he will make a covenant with Noabk -
A covenant is a promise between (‘fv o
humans. -

A fresco {painting on a wall}
feft, the artist portray.

bd 345 commanded him, and

Noah doe. %)g 7
#0d tells Noah to come out of the ark with his family and t

after the Iz
the Earth.

‘Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh — birds
creeping thing that creeps on the earth — so that they may abound on the e
multiply on the earth.” (Genesis 8:17 NRSV)

Noah offers some of the animals to God by burning them as a sacrifice,
he will not wipe out humanity again.

God gives Noah and his sons instructions. He tells them to multiply and
contains blood. He also decrees that humans should kill anyone who kill

God establishes a covenant with Noah, for all humans and all living crea
flood the whole earth and destroy its life. He says that the rainbow is a si¢

“Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, 1 am establishi
and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is w
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came
my covenant with you, that never again shall all ﬂesh - ut off by the wat
again shall there be a ﬂood to dw* vt i (Genesis 9:8

[ Many C (=g L Jieve the revelations of God to Noah show that God
bad peop w also that he is compassionate, because he saved Noa

out life on earth again.
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Old Testament Revelation — Abraham
Another person God revealed himself to in the Old Testament was Abra
Genesis. Originally, Abraham was called Abram. God tells Abram to leav
another land, and that he will make him, ‘a great nation’ (Genesis 12:2 N

‘Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless
great, so that you will be a blessing.”” (Genesis 12:1-2 N.

In the land of Canaan, God appears to Abram, saying he 'will give this lan
another occasion, he also says that Abram'’s dego' Lk W|EE be as many
earth. later, he appears to Abram in a vi=i 'n re‘ ..hber this for the nex
saying that his descendants will =« « m iy as the stars in the sky. Hem
that he will give his des~< . = e land he had promised, though they

Years later? 11 ‘ai(ésﬂalhother covenant with Abram; that he will make

(g

as well as g% his descendants land. He renames him Abraham, and te
(remove the foreskin of) all the males of his household, as a sign of the ¢

Unlike the previous covenants, this one required something of
humankind, as God says that uncircumcised males would no
longer belong to God's people, because they would have
broken the covenant.

God tells Abraham he will have a son with his wife Sarah,
though Abraham finds this hard to believe, because they are
both old. God tells Abraham that his son Ishmael, whom he
had had with one of his wife’s slaves, will be the father of a
great nation, but that Abraham will have a son called Isaac,
with his wife Sarah, who will be the ancestor of God's people
and continue his covenant.

God appears again to Abraham and Abraham also welcomes three guest
predicts that Sarah will have a son, and Sarah, overhearing, laughs. God
laughed, saying that she will have a son.

Later, Sarah does have a son. When the son, Isaac, is older God tells Abrah
him. Abraham is about to do this when an ange!“sj"f TN ,f..,teiling him it ha
that because he had been prepared to sac:"‘f' e Y s, God will indeed gra

i,

Many Christians believe . u_cNenants God made with Abraham s
| to Abrahzzemand = - iole, ‘because he did give Abraham his son Isaac
| Jewish p 1}, 'he Promised Land. However, God's promtses to Abraha

| Many Christians believe that these revelations of God show that he car
| wanted to show them how to follow him and live good lives, even whe
trust him. They think that other instances of revelation in the Old Testa
faithful, because even when the Jewish people do not keep his laws, h
|_keeping his promise to Noah.

o]

Abraham had to wait for isaac, and his descendants had to wait to inhe
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New Testament Revelation — Jesus

Keywords:

% authority — power over something or someone

< baptism — in the Gospels, immersion in water (a river), symbolising repen

% gentile — non-Jew

< Last Supper - Jesus’ last meal with his disciples before his death

% prophesy - predicting the future, and/or expressing communication fro

« reconcile - reunite people who are separated, e.g. Christians believe Jesu

% suffering - experiencing pain

% Temple —the Jewish holy building in Jerusalem at the * me of Jesus

< Transfiguration — the event in which Jesus »=ir Q@ 3 JS| -changes before se
and/or his clothes become dazzlm(1 L

< Trinity — the concept that C-. « » 0 L, >mg, but three persons

% Word of God - Je<'! . o ‘\/mch God's power is expressed, and his t

In the New ament Christians believe that God reveals himself throu
many Christians believe to be God incarnate, God as a human. Therefor
know about God's nature through Jesus.

oL

‘He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very bein
things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat d-
the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name |
excellent than theirs.” (Hebrew 1:3-4 NRSV)

Many Christians believe that God showed that he desires to have a relati
came to be human in the person of Jesus, to experience what humans ex
himself with humans through Jesus’ death (symbolised by the curtain tea
dies to show that humans are no longer separated from God — the Temple
the parts of the Temple where Jews worshipped from the part where Go

Christians believe that God showed his love and compassion
by sending Jesus into the world to heal people, and share
God's word with them, and also to die for them. At the Last
Supper, Jesus says that his blood is given for ‘'many’, ‘for the
forgiveness of sins' (Mark 14:24, Matthew 26:28 NRS\/\ “nich
Christians believe was fulfilled when Jesus diec’:> 1«

and then rose to life again, conquerm’ e h .ﬂns’ﬂans
believe that God must be lov'r* gt 1 s willing to die to save
them from sin and dm 7

Christians ¢ ‘i!eve that Jesus showed that God cares for

everybody, b‘ecause he associated with outcasts and women,
who would not have had a high social status, and also healed
gentiles (non-Jews), like the Greek woman'’s daughter and the
Centurion'’s servant. Jesus also told his disciples to spread
teaching about him, showing that God wants everyone to be
able to have a relationship with him.
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Jesus’ healings, including where he casts out demons, also show God's a
spiritual realm, reassuring Christians that they have a powerful God.

Christians also believe that God fulfilled his plan with Jesus. They believe
make a new covenant with humans through Jesus, and though his prom
different covenants, his nature is consistent; his promises to Abraham sh
carry out his plans immediately, though he is working towards them. So
symbolised in John's Gospel where Jesus turns water into wine at the we
symbolise that Jesus is replacing the older covenant given to Moses (rep
covenant (represented by wine). This new covenant is shown through Je
to those who follow Jesus to forgive their sins and q:\ * .em eternal life,
have to follow Jesus rather than the Jewish l2- v = Ajj.f -

Other indications for Christi=2. uo T New Testament that Jesus is a
Jesus fulfilled Old Tac* ~ on prophesms For example, some link Jesus
prophesie '11 S Ok of Isaiah, and some see different features of his d
for his clot XEgg®d his side being pierced with a spear, as fulfilling words

Christians believed that Jesus was a continuation of God’s message to hu

‘Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prop.
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
worlds.” (Hebrews 1:1-2 NRSV) [A Christian’s belief that God spoke throu

TTTTTTTTToTTTTToTmomoTmoes % Jesus also shows God's
Taking it further... .

) where he is transforme

Why don’t you read the account of lina that God is alo:

one of these instances of revelation in the reve'a 'ng a . 0d 15 gla

section on visions belo

Bible to get a better understanding of

revelation?
B Many Christians also b

made up of three persons, though he is one — and that this is also expres
example, during Jesus’ baptism, Jesus (God the Son) is baptised, God th
from heaven, and God the Spirit descends on Jesus. John’s Gospel also t
and the Word being present with God the Father at creation. Christians

God's nature displayed in the three persons. For example, they may feel
through the person of Jesus who experienced human life and taught hu

through the Holy Spirit whom they want to guide them in their everyday

Different Understandings abo"’ « ﬁf/:;i;weléiion shows about the N
Many Christians will de ot = _selation of God shows him to have a ¢
what revelZsgl s. « * Lut God. However, not everyone would agree.

330““
Arguably, th®evelations of God to Noah show God to be jealous and an
who were not following him. However, the revelation of God in Jesus wa
save humanity. However, it can be argued that both revelations of God t
God to be just and merciful — God rightly punished those who were kille
pay the price for sin; justice. However, God was merciful in saving Noah
humanity from sin and allowing them to have a relationship with him. C

consistent for God to be just and merciful.
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It can also be argued that the two (main) covenants which Christians bel
(through Abraham and Jesus) are very different — the covenant with Abra
possessive and controlling, as all males had to be circumcised, while the c¢
love, extended to all. However, Christians would argue that the covenan
he was faithful to the Jewish people, even when they betrayed him. The
covenants were appropriate as part of God's long-term plan.

Some argue that the revelation of God to Abraham shows that God is only
wants Abraham to circumcise his offspring to show that they are different
However, Jesus is kind to gentiles, and told his disciples to preach to all - s
humantty. Christians argue that this was part of God's =" i, and that God

It can be claimed that God changed hi .t ":gjc ] c’éymmunicating with hu

communicated directly and t-r ud. | 1ophets, and then through Jesus. Th

he has a chanaing rat i ¢ J Suans however, would argue that all revela

that his na 'Lfag DS 1 ¢rianged; he has just shown humans his nature in d
oo g

LN
Old Testament revelations showed God to be one, while Christians believ
revelations showed God to be three persons, the Trinity — Father, Son an
One could argue that Old Testament revelations did not reveal the true n
still do) believe God to be one person, the God who spoke to Noah and
would claim that because Noah and Abraham had revelations of God the
only understood part of God’s nature, but not that God revealed his natu
nature changed.

Quick Questions

1. Outline three things which Old Testament revelation shows about th
God for Christians.

2. Explain two ways in which Christians believe God has revealed hims
compassionate.
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Visions

Visions are a type of religious experience where someone sees, and oftes
be taken as proof of the existence of God, often an apparition of a saint, a
who see visions are called visionaries. Some visions take place while the vi
occur within dreams. Many Christians believe that if God, or messengers i
humans, then this proves the existence of God, and shows that he is active
God's existence makes them important to Christians as it justifies their fa

Keywords:
Annunciation - the announcement to Mary tha* oy ! give birth to Jesu»
Chi Rho - a combination of the letters Y 2 1d”. "+ fuch are the first two let
conversion — in religion, chanci- ¢ 1 1 ne reI|g|on to another, or from n¢
doctrine - set teachlm 7 selte f
evangelism — 5« 1g ¢ news about Jesus and trying to convert others
hall oh - sbemg or hearing something which is not really there

hum! SOmeone who aims to live a good life, without belief in God
Immaculate Conception - the doctrine that Mary was conceived without ¢
ministry — work teaching and helping people
»  persecution - targeting people and treating them badly because of prejud
% religious experience — in Christianity, when people feel God's presence
% salvation - being saved from something; something physical like an illness
% vision - a type of experience where God, or a messenger of God is seen

7
4 000

7

%

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

X3

%

33

%

7
.0

7
*

0ld Testament Visions
There are several different visions recorded in the Old Testament, whic

As mentioned above, God revealed himself many times to Abram/Abrahar:
Genesis 15. The word of God appears to Abraham (then Abram) in a visior
protect and reward him. Abraham questions God, as he has no children, b
and says his descendants will be as many as the stars in the sky. God tel
land, and asks him to make an animal sacrifice.

‘After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do n
your shield; your reward shall be very great.”” (Genesis 15:

In a dream, God foretells the future to Abraha ' ‘_;"'hi; descendants w
them and lead them to the land he h"' ©ooenlar them. He
also tells Abraham that he wi'll \we "« (i age God makes a
covenant with Abrahe - - ‘.0 ©ising his descendants the land

Another vision in the Old Testament occurs near the start of
the book of Exodus, to Moses, a shepherd who is a member of
the Jewish (or Hebrew, or Israelite) people, but who was raised
in Pharaoh'’s household before leaving the kingdom of Egypt.
The angel of God appears to Moses in a burning bush (the
bush appears to be on fire, yet the flames do not destroy it).
God calls to Moses from the bush, and tells him not to come
closer to the bush, and to remove his footwear, because he is
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standing on holy ground. God tells Moses that he is the God of his ance
to go and free the Jewish people, who are slaves in Egypt. He gives Mos
if they will not believe that God has sent him, including turning his staff i

[God said to Moses] “”So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my peo
Egypt.”” (Exodus 3:10 NRSV)

| This vision was important because it led to Moses leading the Jewish p
| showed that God had not abandoned his people Thi,c ' ston, like many
> 4a ural source wou

Yet another imnort-n [~ nﬂn the Old Testament occurs to the prophet
chapter 6. 'LL L S5 &6d in heaven on a throne, attended by seraphs (
because he ,.,en God, but one of the seraphs takes a hot coal from t
lips, telling him that it has removed his guilt and sin. This is thought to s
cleansed so that he can speak God's holy word. In the vision, God then a
Isaiah volunteers. God sends him to the Jewish people with a message.

‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high an
robe filled the temple.” (Isaiah 6:1 NRSV)

This vision was important, because it led to Isaiah prophesying for God

L

A similar vision in the Old Testament occurs to the prophet Ezekiel, at the
also sees God. God gives him a scroll to eat, which tastes sweet, symbolis

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

‘He said to me, “Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach
in my mouth it was as sweet as honey.” (Ezekiel 3:3 NR

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

| All these visions show that God iy é :.fmt’{ment to his people, to fre
| and to send them guid-. - hoa them how to follow his will. The pro
Ezekiel Wi gamlik = - o strengthened their belief in God because they

IS
Qg

Education
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New Testament Visions

There are also many visions recorded in the New Testament which are |
plan for the salvation of humankind.

Near the beginning of Luke’s Gospel, Mary, soon to be the mother of Jes
Gabiriel telling her that she will have a baby who will be the Son of God.
Annunciation, which means announcement, because the angel announc

Later, Joseph, Mary’s fiancé, and then husband, receives | These visions
a vision of an angel in his dream, telling him to marry
Mary because she is carrying God's baby. He then
receives another vision of an angel in a dream aft ., .5
Jesus is born, telling him to flee to Egunt hoce e ang
Herod wants to kill Jesus. Theso . ¢ > ided at the
start of Matthew's Gos2' 24

The Gosp¢ 11 iah‘.vew Mark and Luke also record a
vision incluXe®®¥esus — the Transfiguration. (This is the version from M
to confuse these details with the other versions.) Jesus takes three of his
and John) up a mountain. He changes before them — he shines and his ¢
Moses and Elijah, the Old Testament prophets, appear with Jesus. Jesu
disciples should put up tents for Jesus, Moses and Elijah. A cloud appear
God tells the disciples that Jesus is his son, with whom he is pleased, and

disciples fall down in fear. Jesus comforts them, and when they look up,

‘And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and h
white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.

Jesus told his disciples | This vision is important to Christians because i
not to tell anyone until | aythority. It also indicates his divinity, and the
he had been raised | Christianity, as God voices his approval of Jesu
from the dead. The | the future. It also shows Jesus’ obedience and
disciples ask about prepared to die as part of God's plan.
Elijah coming back (a |
Jewish belief). Jesus | Moses and Elijah appearing is also significant
tells them that Elijlah | jesus had a mission from God, as Moses and
will come, but has also | hymanity from sin and tear!f “1em how to ha

|

|

| »

l

already com? and not the disciples also w"“‘ fé ”ansfiguration
been recognised, but that Christi~~« ~ ve ~mission from God:; to sp

been badly treated. Semaw '( ~ 1l this by becoming missionari
Jesus says that he will ., i

also be bam ’-a" P | Other explanations for the appearance of Mos
as the one who received the Jewish law, repr

| important Jewish prophet, represents the pro

has come back as John | the teachings of Jesus complete the teachings
the Baptist (who was | and that following Jesus takes precedence ove
killed). | being more important than what has come be
| been significant to Christians in the Early Chur
| that Jesus was the fulfilment of Jewish teachin

Christians today in showing that if they follow

I_follow the complete Jewish law.
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Moses is incredibly important within Judaism for receiving the Jewish |
people from slavery in Egypt.

The Jewish law was, and is, very important because Jews follow it to sh:
and in order to try to be holy; set apart for Gc

Another important New Testament vision occurs to St Paul, known as Saut
Acts 9. Saul was a devoted Jew, and was persecuting Christians because
following God correctly. On a journey to Damascus, to arrest Christians t

heaven, and hears a voice asking:

[ ‘Saul, Saul, why do yoy e | 1{’ (Acts 9:4 NRS

1t is Jesus. The voice instructs hir:

He asks who the voice is, anr4 00
i ~.»~'r:the vision. After this, his sight is restorec

instructions. Sauli is t:'
i 5
L2
St Paul iR
many Christians
because he evangelised

frtant for || This vision was important because Saul b
| was a conversion experience for him — a
Christianity. This vision can be seen as sig
many people, and wrote l God chose to enlighten someone who wa
many letters to early | that God cares for, and will use, even tho
Christians which are | against him. This vision brought Saul/Pau
| because something about the vision com
| people who experience visions claim that
| God because this vision has led them to k
| quality of some religious experiences, and
| section on Religious Experiences below. T
strengthened by Ananias coming to resto

included in the New
Testament as teaching
for Christians.

Another important vision in the New Testament was Peter’s vision in
Acts 10. Peter sees a sheet coming down from heaven filled with

many animals which would have been deemed unclean to eat by the
Jews. A voice says:

{ ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” (Acts 10:13 NRSV)

Peter says he will not, because the animals are unclean, but the voice
responds that:

‘What God has made clean, 3 /ozz st
(Au‘b 10:75 Wik

who wants to hvéar the good news from Peter. —_——_——

————————————————— ] | All these
| This vision was important, because Peter took it to mean || God had
| that gentiles, who had been thought unclean, were now | humanity
| entitled to the word of God and salvation through Jesus, | | carried o
| and he preached the good news to gentiles. Christians he chose
| came to believe that gentiles did not need to become show tha
I-Jews before becoming Christians. Jl |_powerful
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Non-biblical Visions
There have also been many visions after the time of the Bible.

The Emperor Constantine had a vision in 312 CE in which God promised
his soldiers had the Christian sign of the Chi Rho on their shields.

| This vision was important, as when Constantine followed the instructio
converted to Christianity, and made it the religion of the Roman Empir
| spread of Christianity. People such as Constantine may come to belief i
believe that God has helped them. :

e s

Joan of Arc saw visions of saints iz .1 ) § ws, instructing her to help reco

A young girl called Bernadette had a vision of Mary in 1858 in Lourdes, F
claimed that she was the Immaculate Conception. The Immaculate Con
was conceived without original sin, though every other human inherits si
are created. After the vision, the Immaculate Conception became a doct
Catholic Church. The vision of Mary also reportedly told Bernadette to d
spring of water which came forth is renowned for having healing propert
claimed to have been healed of various illnesses and other medical cond
Church recognises Lourdes as a place of healing and supports people ma

Importance of Visions for Christians (Recap)

e Proof of God's existence, and as such help to 7t - i ‘hen faith.

s  They show that God wants to have a r-la” on.* p with humanity and
e They often teach God's will a~ i ﬁl/;u..;.e people to carry it out.

 They teach about Ge~''s

% Show about the Nature of God (Recap)
e He has power and authority.
e Heis compassionate and cares about humanity.
e Heis faithful and keeps his word.
e He has a plan and guides humanity to follow it.
% Some visions may be taken to indicate that God changes his mi
is taken to indicate that God's message was also for gentiles. H
treated the Jews as distinct from others.
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Visions and Belief in God — Arguments For and Against Trustir

4 Many Christians may believe that visions provide evidence/proof
only have a supernatural explanation.

4 One stronger case for visions is that they can go against what people
Christians, and yet he had a vision which converted him to Christia
a vision conflicts with what you believe, it must have been caused by
cannot be your own internal thoughts.

X However, not everyone believes that vic':m»z, f"bﬁ?;jidé
evidence of God. Non-religiny {m’éldding atheists
and humanists) aro:c . at’l e can be physical
explanagions ‘. -‘,I‘"‘, 1 uinéone might see a ‘vision’. The
boo: 'LL Lt uys that Peter was hungry before he saw his

visior %6"‘ possible he was hallucinating due to lack of

food. The accounts of some visionaries also correlate with symptom
which are known about today, but were not known about hundreds :
types of epilepsy can cause hallucinations, which could be thought t¢
have been suffering from such conditions.
&  Christians can respond that visions are not hallucinations — it has
visions are hallucinations (even if some might be). Further, itis
humans with a capacity for receiving visions — which would be s¢
hallucinations or an epileptic episode. This does not mean the
from God.

X A continuation of this argument used by non-religious people to s
provide proof of God's existence, is that people see visions of Jesu
Hindu god), and many others. They argue, therefore, that visions a
visions come from God, then it seems strange that they appear to cc
% Christians can respond that even if visions appear to confirm a

confirm God. Some suggest that God may often reveal himsel
understand, or that as all visions are mediated by the human b
differently to people of different religions, but that the human b
different ways.

Quick Questions

3. Outline three exer 55 % .isions.

prove th‘e"ex;s‘cence of God.
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Miracles

Miracles are extraordinary happenings which do not appear to be explain
which may be attributed to the divine. Many Christians believe that miraci
existence of God, and show that he is active in the world and cares about |

Keywords:

% faith — belief and trust in something, here in Jesus and God
idol — a false God, sometimes created as a statue or image
miracles — events which seem supernatural and unexplamable by natural lz
Christians to be performed by God or his agents
> reconcile - reunite people who are separat- .-
resurrection — being raised from ... 4/ 7

oy

7
*
7
*

B3

X3

8

0ld Testamant M, s -
There are | 11 A1 urtant miracles in the Old

3
"
i

Testament e ral of which are listed below.

In the book of Exodus, God parts the Red Sea for
Moses, allowing the Jewish people to escape from

slavery in Egypt.

“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the \/
sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong
east wind all night, and turned the sea into
dry land; and the waters were divided.”
(Exodus 14:21 NRSV)

Artist’s impress:

| This is an important miracle not just because it shows God’s authority, b
| God's compassion for his people; that he cares for them, and will look a
| this are likely to lead to belief in, or confirmation of belief in, God becaus

them, a supernatural explanation seems most likely, and the miracle indi

asks God to show hrm a sign that he will be suz7r 55 . ¢ Luernlght God m
whilst the ground remains dry, and th""‘ i tho et nlght he makes the g
fleece remains dry. (Fleeces froca 1 ol such as sheep were used for ma
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In the book of 1 Kings, at the prophet Elijah’s call, God sends down fire frc
offering to God which had first been drenched in water. This was to sho
was the true God, as the prophets of an idol called Baal could not call do

This is an important miracle because it shows that God wanted to guid
him, after they had abandoned him to worship Baal. It shows that God

L s

In the book of Daniel, three men are thrown into a fiery furnace because
The furnace is so hot that even the men who throw them in die. Howeve

they exit the furnace unharmed.

s,
§ ogon‘

t&gcov a

Did you know?
The feeding of the five
thousand is the only miracle (other
than the resurrection) to appear in all
four Gospels. Some people think this
means it is likely to have happened.

Jesus performs several nature m
the storm (Matthew 8, Mark 4) a
thousand (Matthew 14, Mark 6,
control the weather so that he an
at sea and make enough food t
loaves and fish.

‘He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” T
there was a dead calm.” (Mark 4:39 NRSV)

| As well as showing his power over physical illness, and the spiritual rea
God's and Jesus' compassion in restoring people to health.

L

Jesus also performs many healing miracles, for example, healing the blin

possessed with demons.

One healing miracle is found in John 4:43-54 — . ! .&s : miracles are i
the healing of an official’s son. (There e
o1 be

j Jesus arrives
Ve j 1s Welcomed An

0 1S itin Capernaum, hears of

similar accounts in Matthew 8 z
careful not to confuse *!
in Galilee fg
official, wh

9
9
¢p

Jesus’ arrivar and comes to him. He asks him to
come to heal his son. Jesus tells him that the
official will not believe in him unless he sees l
signs, and the man responds by asking him

again to come and heal his son, before the boy dies.

g

“pecause they show G
l being able to contro
| his compassion, bec
| and feeds those in n
| expects people to ha
| provides for them, b
| disciples for not beli
from the storm.

[ “Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not belie:
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Jesus tells him that his son will live, and the man trusts him and leaves fo
his slaves, come to tell him that his son has recovered. He asks them wh
realises that it was at the time that Jesus said the boy would live. The off
in Jesus.

This miracle is significant because it shows Jesus’ power to heal at a dis
man, and his emphasis on faith. It is potentially significant as the officia
| the parallel stories in Matthew and Luke). Miracles where Jesus heals g
| woman's daughter (Matthew 15, Mark 7) show that God cares about all
: The miracles in the New Testament are also 1mpr‘rt . %ecause they in
humamty and prepared to show them hi- a Im + J = Jesus acknowled

Resurrection miracles are important because they show God's power o
| hope of life after death. Miracles which conquer death are especially li
as people may feel that no one apart from God can raise people from t

\-_-_ - ___

Importance of Miracles for Christians (Recap)

e Proof of God's existence, and as such help to strengthen faith.
e They show that God wants to have a relationship with humanity and
e They teach about God's nature.

What Miracles Show About the Nature of God (Recap)

e He has power and authority. He is capable of granting life after dea
e Heis compassionate and cares about humanity.
e Heis faithful and keeps his word. He looks after those who believe
e Heis patient with humanity and sends them signs to strengthen the
e He cares about people having faith in him.
e He has a plan and guides humanity to follow it.
% Some miracles may be taken to indicate that ©- 1 changes his m
of the Greek woman’s daughter is tal/ 410 Ad;cate that God's |
However, previously, God ha;i‘ eu e Jews as distinct from
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Miracles and Belief in God — Arguments For and Against Trusti

v Some people believe that miracles prove God's existence because the
better explanation for happenings which seem to be impossible, or de
Therefore, they can lead to belief in the existence of God.

v Some people also feel that miracles provide evidence for the existe
occur in response to faith; like the men saved from the fiery furnace, ¢
healing and is healed.

X Other people do not believe miracles provide 2y . ce of God; they
at all. One argument used by non-relizic 15 .‘ e {mcludlng atheist:
miracles is that apparent mira=2» ‘¢ (wobe Coincidences or have natur
calm unexpectedly, liz* -« 10 ny strlke and set things on

. w'. i

explain now, and so it is likely that it will explain more things

which humans do not currently understand in the future.

& Christians can respond that just because something has
a natural explanation, this does not mean that God has
not caused it (set the physical cause in motion), e.g. with
weather-calming or lightning-striking. They can argue
that many miraculous events are too amazing to be
coincidences, and that while science may explain many things, i
explain everything.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

X Another argument from non-religious people against miracles being
if miracles do take place, they seem selective. Some people do not be
performing miracles, or he would heal more people and send more
and let others suffer. To some, this is not the sign of a compassionat:
& Christians can respond that humans cannot understand God's will

acting, and not acting, as he does. They might argue that God is -
signs in order to believe (John 4:48), and so he does not want to 5
there would be no room for people to have faith that he exists

X A further argument from non-religious people fi - uracles are not g
which have been reported seem silly “te ue. » n/lary, the mother o COPYRIGHT
weep blood, and various fon7' .. 1s ﬁ; ne had the face of Jesus ‘miracu PROTECTED

people do not think ©.x L ond s perform these kinds of miracles whe
> 2 - And'if these kmds of thmgs are not real miracles

IS

them and/or b) silly ‘miracles’ are not genuine, but just because s¢
believe actual coincidences to be miracles, does not mean that th:
in the same way that one liar does not mean that humans are ince

Qg

Education

Quick Questions

5. Explain two ways that Christians can respond to non-religious argume
miracles being able to prove the existence of God.
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Religious Experiences

Revelation of God in any form, such as visions or auditory experiences (w
seen), or miracles can be termed religious experiences.

Other types of religious experience not mentioned above include:
e Mystical experiences — in a mystical experience, the person experienc
with God. |
e Experiences connected with prayer (prayer will be covered more full
e Numinous experiences — in a huminous experience, someone feels tf
from themselves, unlike a mystical experience), 2=  feeling of awe.

Keywords: FELL
< conversion —in relici_* = ar 3.ag from one religion to another, or from
gods '

lin. 1 _ates that something is likely to be true

n - seeing or hearing something which is not really there
mystical experience - in Christianity, feeling somehow united with God
numinous experience — in Christianity, feeling the presence of God/the
feeling awe

% proof — shows something to definitely exist or be true

% religious experience — in Christianity, when people feel God's presence

o
= 0
C
c [= 1
4
%

X3

%

33

%

Nature of Religious Experiences
Some people would regard anything to do with talking to God, or feeling |
as a religious experience, but others would suggest that one must feel sc
differs from normal experience — so just saying a prayer to God might n

Various people have classified religious experiences in different ways. Fo

psychologist William James thought that religious experiences had four fe:

e They would pass; they are often quick, and people experiencing religic
religious experience to normal experience again.

e They cannot be fully described, or the feeling experienced cannot be f

e People learn something from religious experiences — this could be Go:
about the world {e.g. that Abraham would have a sonj}, or learning o
God {e.g. leaving the experience knowing that Gorl.i ‘loving).

»  Religious experiences are not controllable -7 1. 'gﬁeﬂmight be more
they are worshipping or praying, b+ 'y . =.not choose to experienc

47

There are other theoris « L"gflgtous experience, and many hold that

As dealt with above, not all religious experiences confirm what people al
believe he would have a son, and Saul was persecuting Christians). In son
experiences convert people who do not believe in God to believing in G
different religion.
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Christian Attitudes Towards Religious Experiences
Christians believe that religious experiences occur, and most desire to e
religious experiences prove God, and most feel that they provide eviden

Christians may use religious experience as a philosophical argument for t

argument could be given like this:

e People have religious experiences of God.

e If people experience God then he must exist.
%  Therefore, God must exist.

Christians might want to check their religious experiences, if they feel tha
but they are not sure. They might check if their rel’~ 4. iexperience corr.
Bible, or talk to another Christian they krV) 1g )o'l,.. _. “This might help th
experience is genuine ornot. .

5 [ ;..’ic’é"May be Regarded as Revelation
ences can be very important to Christians. As seen abo

Why Religiag
Religious Wi

6\,;0 y.
faith streng #8hed and learn about God's nature, e. g. be reassured of his
through visions and miracles.

Christians may also feel that God guides them, and helps them to follow
religious experiences, such as communicating with them through prayer

Religious experience can be viewed as revelation because:

e God / amessage from God is sometimes revealed visually.

“There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; h
blazing, yet it was not consumed.” (Exodus 3:2 NRS

Y

God communicates about himself through religious experiences.

‘He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the Go
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.” (Ex

SR

God reveals his nature through religious experiences, e.g. his compa

“Then the Lord said, “I lave observed the niisery of my ne> e who are in Eg

)

on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know i er. IOS and I have ¢
front the Egyptians, and to bring ther 2 . d" uml‘ Tand to a good and br
((’lf]’““'f_} n £ L oney...”” (Exodus 3:8-9 NRSV)

Godr hal; ,:ylf}“é’i'{a his plan through religious experiences.

1

Sgicome, Twill send you to Pharaol to bring my people, the Israelit
(Exodus 3:10 NRSV)

God reveals knowledge of the future through religious experiences.

‘I know, however, that the king of Eqypt will not let you go unless compel
(Exodus 3:19 NRSV)
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Religious Experiences and Belief in God — Arguments For and

Against Trusting Religious Experiences

Not all people believe religious experiences provide proof of God's
existence. Non-religious people (including atheists and humanists) do
not believe that religious experiences are genuine, and think that people
are not really communicating with a god. Some reasons are presented i
the sections on visions and miracles, and here are some more and som
clarifications.

X Lack of evidence: some people, including the famous philosopher
David Hume, think there is not enough evider -« : iupport
religious experiences. No one todav cn oo, £ :\mat happened in
biblical times, and all blbhcal St rehgtous experiences could
be fictional. In terme ~, “r* 'Js experlences today, as experlences

% Christians can argue that just because other explanations for relig
likely, e.g. a confused or lying witness, this does not mean that rel
place and provide evidence of God. Religious experiences are €
experience them.

X use of drugs: some drugs have been shown to produce experiences v
experiences. These can include hallucinations, where people see and
there, which might seem positive or disturbing. Some people who r
been on drugs, which may be the true cause of their experiences. lItis
can produce such effects, then it is physically possible for someone t
without the involvement of a god, and so religious experiences do not
& Christians can respond that a) even if some religious experiences :

physically, this does not mean God cannot communicate with p
and/or b) some ‘religious experiences’ may not be genuine, but
religious experiences when they were not intoxicated.

X Hallucinations: as mentioned previously, there may be various reas
hallucinations, for example for medical reasons, and hallucinations
experience. Anyone could hallucinate, and thereff « ‘any religious exp
explained as a hallucination. e .

% As seen above — Christians Cojid '«o‘ ; that visions are not hall
proven that all visions aie ?‘ \..¢inations (even if some might be
has created »1 4 4. “nuf a capacity for receiving visions — which
G iSe Al nailucmatlons or an epileptic episode. This does

- @%3‘ from God.

X Wish fulfilment: some people believe that people have religious expe
—itis a wish fulfilment. If someone is really longing to hear from Go
themselves that they have, especially if they are under any kind of stre
% Christians can respond that not all religious experiences are desire

not always stressed when they receive them. It is probable that sc¢
themselves they have had religious experiences when they have r.
other religious experiences.
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X Further, there are some ‘religious experiences’ which most people do P
Serial killers have claimed to hear God telling them to kill people, an
is the case (and that they are either lying or ill). If people do not bel
experiences are experiences of God, then it becomes hard to know ho
experience is real or not. It is always a choice, and if one experience b
being true (e.g. a vision of Jesus is more likely to occur if someone b
because people saw him resurrected), then it becomes hard
to justify the choice to believe.

& Christians can respond that just because not all religious
experiences are genuine does not mean all are false.
People frequently lie, but humans still tri-.7 .
humanity’s ability to tell the truth. ar 1~ . people
assume people are tellin_ w3t _trunless they have

cl

6. Outline three features of religious experience.

7. Explain two reasons why religious experiences may be considered re
to a source of wisdom and authority.
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Pravers

Prayer is communication with God. Many Christians talk to God for a va
a relationship with him. If Christians feel God responding to prayer, this
experience, but not all prayer will necessarily feel like a religious experie

Keywords:

7

% prayer - communication with God

Types. Examples and Importance of Pravers

There are many different types of prayers: . ;.

e Christians pray to praise God st npo"i:’{ant as the
God revealed in the P b /an 5 15 people to worship
him, andgghe's - ?lms to strengthen their

- ‘WI"‘; bod

because Chrlstlans want to express their gratitude, and
it reminds them what God has done for them.

e  Christians pray to confess their sins, which is important
to Christians because they believe if they ask for
forgiveness, then God will forgive them.

e Christians pray to ask God to help others, which is
important as it shows that Christians trust God to
help them.

Some examples of prayers are:
e The Lord’s Prayer, which is important to Christians because this is th
disciples to pray, and Christians want to follow his example. It asks
which is important, as it teaches Christians to trust God. It also teac
will, reminding them that God’s plan should be their priority.

‘Pray then in this way:
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your
1s in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
debtors. And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescuc us from the evil
NRSV [A version of the [ od’s Prayer]

e Rosary prayers, which are s2i”' . h /;,- ,;LSaryﬂhecklace {especially by C
with the rosary are ir. . 7L n"pecause familiar prayers allow Christia
not on femanc :{~ 2o pray with.

ouK of Psalms in the Bible contains many prayers, whic
give Chua'ns ideas to pray with, and show Christians how other Ch
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Answered Prayer
If someone prays and their prayers appear to be answered in the way th
reinforce, belief in God because:

e The person may believe that their prayer could only have, or is most
this way by God, and so the answered prayer is evidence for the exi
that God is listening to them and will answer their prayers.

‘And this is the boldness we have in him, that if we ask anything according to
if we know that lie hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtai
hine.” (1 ]olm 4 e fRSV)

‘fvj_,é'q‘yér aé a sign that God loves th

e The person may see thear . 1°

‘. L0F szstel committing what is not a mortal sin, you w
29 > t0 such a one — to those whose sin is not nortal...” (1 John

Note — the author of the first letter of John (not necessarily the same per:
Gospel) seems to suggest that people should not pray for those who hav
John 5:16-17). These are often interpreted (especially by the Catholic Ch
to condemn someone to hell if they do not repent. These sins are seriou
seriously bad action (e.g. murder) which is done intentionally. Therefore,
there are things which a Christian should not pray for, or expect from Go
him to answer a prayer to forgive an unrepentant person who has comm

Unanswered Praver

If someone prays and they think their prayer has not been answered, the

God, or lose faith in God because:

e The person may feel that if there was a God he would always answer

e The person may feel that there cannot be a God because a God wou
would take action based on their prayer, for example, to heal someo
not happen, they may feel there is not a compassionate God.

e The person may feel that if they have had no contact with God, ther
exists.

Alternatively, a Christian may have different responspf 2 unanswered pr.

e They may feel that God has answered the “but possibly not i
maybe they do not realise how Cow o an Jwered their prayer.

e They may feel that God '/ 7dt ‘e {helr prayer in the future, and th

39
o3 -
géub

Quick Que'

8. Outline three reasons why prayer is important to Christians.

9. Explain two reasons why prayer which Christians feel has been answ
to / reinforce faith in God.
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Design Argument

Christians, and people of other religions, have not just used religious ex
prove God's existence and justify belief in God. Some have also used ph
prove his existence, though not all religious people believe that these ar
these arguments is called the design argument (also known as the teleo
based on the idea that the world appears to be created and designed, so
designer: God.

Keywords:

% analogy — a comparison between things to note their = milarity

% evolution - a scientific theory which states thy v , i< ns have adapted
% fine-tune — where little things are altc = 1 1. £ tieve ‘the best outcome
% proof - shows something t~ . 1 ¢ *P/ 2xist or be true

{7M)si .1 argument for the Existence of God
The design .v-"ent could be phrased like this:
e The worEd resembles a designed object.
e Humans design many objects.
% Therefore, the world is similar to objects designed by humans.

e Where there is a similar outcome, there is often a similar cause.
e Human designers are the cause of most designed objects.
e Because the world is similar to objects designed by humans (from th
paragraph above)...
% ...the world has a similar designer... which is God.

The first part of the argument leads to the conclusion that the world is li
second part of the argument suggests that if objects appear to be desig
And if the world is designed, then the designer is God.

[ ‘God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.” (

Use by Christians as a Philosophical Argument for the Existe

O  The scientist Isaac Newton gave the example of a thumb print, as e
argument. He said they indicated that the vior 1, d been
designed, because they were unique ar 4 kr ! would be no
natural reason for humans *~.: 'h ¢ different thumb prints.
Therefore, he thouc! ¢ - v 1 ust have been designed by God.

'aef" called William Paley said that evidence for the

e

desigi¥argument was that the world:

1. contained organised parts, e.g. there are weather cycles, and
plants and animals grow and reproduce and life continues.

2. had a function or a purpose — it allowed life.
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He claimed that these were features of things which had been desigi

For example, a watch has organised parts; cogs which rotate and m
the purpose of telling the time. Watches, we know to be designed
a rock does not have organised parts, and has no purpose on its owt
used this comparison to argue that the world is designed. This is cal
analogy, because an analogy is a comparison, and Paley compared 1

If the analogy between the world and designed objects is good, it d
a designer, as designed objects cannot exist thhout a designer, so
thought to be strong in this sense. -'

© some Christians argue that> 't & b OT the des&gn argument is th
have to be ‘just so’ "\ 3 T*\ 2.dst on earth. it might be possible th

be able to survive. Thisis an example of a fine-tuning argument, be
fine-tuned; to have had lots of little things contribute to an overall oi

O Aanother strength of the design argument is that it points to a purp
were designed, and many humans like to feel that they have a purpc

Non-religious Arguments Against the Design Argument |
Atheists, humanists and others have argued against the design argumer:
think that it provides evidence for God's existence.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

O one argument against the design argument is that the world does
Earthquakes cause devastation, there is disease, and animals kill eack
which did not have natural disasters, or disease, or creatures which k
seem preferable to many. If there are flaws, which a God would no
the world was not designed. Many atheists believe a loving God wo:
that if the world was designed for a purpose, suffering would not b
Therefore, they argue there cannot be a designer God, because there

O Another objection to the design argume~, « '{s §'ze COPYRIGHT
analogy {(comparison) between thi o ot and de5|gned PROTECTED
objects, and therefore he . ~.ans, and the supposed

designer of the:r 2 | ¢ S are many differences between
"- 1 Mach and therefore there mlght be many

i

There could always be alternative explanations. For example, a pudc 9
outside could have been caused by the natural process of rain, or by
the ground. If you see rain clouds you may assume it was rain, or if ¥
with a hose, you might assume not. In the same way, as world-desic
processes are another.

Qg

Education
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© The widely accepted theory of evolution provides an alternative w
humans could have come into being, and suggests that they were
can explain why animals can camouflage, or humans are intelligent
make species successful have been passed on to their offspring. In
animals might not have been ‘fine-tuned’ to fit into their environm
humans were not designed, then this casts doubt on whether anyt
was designed.

0~

Some people also point out that even if the world was designed, th
one Christian God. There could be many designer gods.

Christian Responses in Favour of ™ Lff‘;iaﬁ: Arsument

O might not have bpﬂj : )sci n, W des;gn a better world. Itis
egdhat i ';{ | nout earthquakes or disease would
' fIL s, or would not function.

O cenit the analogy between the world and designed objects is
weak, this does not disprove a designer.

© God could have designed the world through the process of
evolution; many human designers do not design everything
from scratch, but may use mechanical processes to help them.

It is possible, from the design argument, that there are multiple gods, b
for other reasons.

What the Desigh Argument May Show About the Nature of G

¢ God has authority and is powerful, if he could design a universe, a p
life on earth.

/

‘For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown
creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible thou
understood and seen through the things he has made.” (Romans 1:

Ronmans 1:18-24 discusses why people do not have an excuse for denying
known through the creatic= qe designed.

N

L Maybe God is not all- powgr‘w, : lihe.e"’ére'some things which
designed better to =" i W saffering.
e Godis compac‘l :.““3. cadd lovmg, because he chose to design a pla

e Godis creattve there are many beautiful and different features of th
and the same.
e God is similar to humans, in that he designed the world and humans

Quick Questions

10. Outline three reasons non-religious people argue against the desig
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Cosmological Argument

Another type of argument used by some Christians and people of other re.
existence of God is called a cosmological argument. The idea behind t
that there is something rather than nothing — the cosmos exists. Therefo
that there must be a creator.

Keywords:

% Big Bang Theory — a scientific theory that the universe started with a rap

% cause - something which makes something else happen

% contingency - here, the possibility of things exicfir L. ceasing to exist i

% cosmological argument - an argumen’r for o Ie s _isténce based on th
rather than nothing, and God cati oo - 7

% evidence - indicates ‘chP+ et 1 Ilkely to be true

< firstcauseargur a ° Taue for the existence of God, based on the ide

o e sy ‘and th|s is God
A

%égc.ov ,
wshows something to deﬂmtely exist or be true

A Cosmological Argument
Cosmological arguments are very old.

A basic version of a cosmological argument is:
e There is something rather than nothing.
e There must be a reason for this.

& There is a reason for this: God.

Use by Christians as a Philosophical Argument for the Existe
Many Christians have used cosmological arguments for the existence
of God. One famous example of a theologian who used cosmological
arguments is St Thomas Aquinas. He wrote down Five Ways, which

he believed proved the existence of God. The first three of these Five
Ways are cosmological arguments. ;

O Hereis a version of Aquinas’ 1% s “gn;,,...ithe unmoved mover:
* The world contair- adr.y .
. Change ic o 1 i somethmg other than the thing which

doeé not change itself.
& Therefore, there is an unchanging changer (unmoved mov

Aquinas makes the point that all motion and change requires a source o
requires potential energy. Therefore, there must be a source of this ener
change. He assumes that this must be God, who does not change, but ¢
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(2 Probably the best known of these three arguments is St Thomas A
paraphrased version of Aquinas’ 2" argument — the first cause arg
e Everything has a cause.
e  Without a first cause there would be no other causes and no e
e There are causes and effects at the moment.
& Therefore, there is a first cause which people call God.

Aquinas makes the point that nothing ever happens without a cause, and
and effects back to the start of the universe, there must have been a first
else. This, he says, is God.

Aquinas’ first and second ways are very sirile arun\ents One way of d
First Way, Aquinas is arguing for seiili g ., which is able to cause chang
arguing that there must bﬂ eH 19 which was the first cause, and so

The first arargen® ﬁure assumptlons about the nature of God, as
universe a (s in it off,

o Uc’ob .:

‘In the beginning when God created the leavens and the earth, the earth w.
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.” (Genesis 1:

© Hereis a version of Aquinas’ 3 argument — contingency: (Note: h
e Things which exist in the world are possible (if they were not p

e ltis also possible for things not to be (people die, mountains a

% If everything is contingent (possible to be, and possible no
everything will not be.

e If everything is contingent (possible to be, and possible not to
will not be.
e Things do currently exist.
%  Therefore, there is something which is not contingent (it is
which allows things to remain existing — this is God (a nec

Aquinas makes the point that if everything ends, why has everything not
assumes that there must be something (God) which sustains existence.

Strengths and Evidence for the Cosmologlra i éuments
Strengths and Evidence for O and 9 7 )

‘/ Aquinas is correct m <+} fod " u werythmg needs potential energy
There is noth'u ate ~wotid which does not require potential ene
a ca'{@inc _7eré must be some explanation for the beginning o
o3
cause

i ter (phys;cal material stuff) to come into being, and to
indicate some sort of unchanging, non-material cause, probably wi
to happen, and this fits well with the idea of God.

v Moreover, a first cause, which is God, seems (to many) to be more
going back forever, or chains of change going back forever, withou
cosmological arguments are strong because things have causes,
energy, and it makes little sense for there not to have been a first c
energy for change.
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Strengths and Evidence for (3}

4 It is possible to argue that if everything came from one point origi

to one point eventually — some theories in physics support this. H
yet, and it may be that God has made sure that this does not happ

Non-religious Arguments Against Cosmological Arguments anc;%

Favour
Atheists, humanists and others have argued against cosmological argu
people think that they provide evidence for God's e:"’.,'} e,

X The Big Bang Theory, ac pral y ,leéry which
suggests that the 2 A,V.st"caused by a rapid

potem.dz'ehergy first began to cause change. There
is scientific evidence for this, and no scientific
evidence for God, so this weakens the cosmological
argument. Dominos in
% Christians could respond that the big bang still
needs a cause, and there needs to be a reason
why suddenly potential energy caused change;
God could have caused the big bang, which then caused every
allowed potential energy to be released.

X Even if everything has a cause now, and needs potential energy for
cannot prove that causes and effects do not go back forever witho
not an infinite chain of change going backwards.
& Christians could respond that it is more likely that there is a Go

have a cause, or that there is no reason why potential energy h
the laws of nature in this way.

X Further, even if the universe needs a first cause and an unmoved m
of causes and effects, and changes, does not necessarily solve the
issue of what caused God, and how and whv h~.-. s not change.
&  Christians could respond that God ' . f atwo everything el

of cause and effect, and he .o * . 3e .s'berfect and complete h

everything in the =~ sm ' vuild needs a cause and potential e

universe may end, there will still be something (be it matter or ene

just disappear. Also, this is predicted to happen at some point far

wrong in expecting that the end of the universe would have alread

& Christians may respond to this, but this argument is not really
other cosmological arguments are seen to be stronger.
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X tisalso important to note that even if cosmological arguments su
Christian God - the first cause, unmoved mover and necessary be
god, and there is a possibility that there are multiple gods.

% Itis possible, from the cosmological arguments, that there is
there are multiple gods, but Christians believe in their one God

What the Cosmological Arguments May Show About the Natu
O Godis unchanging and unmoving.
@ God is different from everything else, because ' oes not have a

® God has necessary existence — he mu st x'
% God has authority ar~. s w‘ ul if he could cause everythin
existence, cre>’ -\ L >riddl energy, and is the only necessary b

" x 3 ‘; =
119‘3 W S1owW:

& \!50@ y

e The cos*™ivlogical arguments do not really show that God is comp
Christians might infer this, but if God is just a first cause, unmoved
this does not necessarily indicate that he did anything after setting t
from sustaining life, or that he wanted to create a good planet for h
e The cosmological argument does not indicate much about God othe
cause the universe to start, and sustains it.

Quick Questions

11. Outline three of Aquinas’ cosmological arguments.

12. Explain two ways Christians may respond to non-religious argument
cosmological arguments being able to provide evidence for the exis
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Religious Upbringing

If children are given a Christian upbringing, this can provide a basis for b
belief in God. This may be because children find it normal to believe in G
want to experience and build a relationship with God. However, sometim
drive children away from belief in God. If a child is brought up with an atk
they may not believe in God, possibly because they see no reason to, or
reject God's existence.

Keywords:

7

% atheist — someone who does not believe in God.. =

Christian Teachin . « « _1 «aising Children to Believe in God
Christianit! '11 -1 es parents to bring their children up in the religion.

believes th1~od way of creating more Christians is to have children

Christians want their children to follow the right path in life, and believe th
this. The Bible teaches that raising children correctly will set them on the r

[ “Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.” (P

Christians not only believe that teaching children to believe in God will a
with him, but also that it will help them to develop good morals. The Bib
anger their children — a Christian upbringing should not be harsh, and it
be a good person.

‘And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up
instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4 NRSV)

Christianity places an emphasis on children respecting the instruction of
from Judaism.

-~

‘Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the

God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12 - tlze A 97‘ the Ten Comm

‘Chuldren, obey your parents in the Losd. © 4 s fzght ”Honour your fat
the first commandment unth Qi b that it ma vy be well with you and
; adr . (Ephesians 6:1-3 NRSV)
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Why Features of a Christian Upbringing May Lead to Belief in ¢

Why features of a Christian upbringing may

lead to or reinforce belief in God

Features of a Chr

or reinforce b:

May interest children in the Christian faith
through stories and celebrations, bringing
the religion to life and making it
interesting/exciting.

If children enjoy time spent in a Christian
environment, they may make positive

associations between this and a belief in G_oi F 5

May believe who 4 1_/,,,@»»1"6I"'dhand
\“'.f 1.annd accept it as normal.

Reading or be
Celebrating C
and Easter

~ Having Christi

about God
Knowing othe
Attending a C
Attending Sun
Activities (e.g.
Being taught

Children are likely to believe in God if they
believe that someone they trust has definitely
experienced God.

Knowing peo

Children may feel that they have experienced
God personally if they feel him talking to
them, or answering their prayers, or feel
connected to God through worship.

Activities (e.g.

Children may feel that God, God's word, or
people who teach about God, help them to
lead their lives and give them useful
guidance.

Being taught
Reading or be

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Activities (e.g.

If children think Christian figures are a good
example, they may associate this with a belief
in God in a positive way.

Seeing Christi

Children may believe that they should believe
in God, because they have been taught to
follow rules telling them to believe in God,
and they or their parents may have made
promises about them growing up in the
Christian faith.

. Being baptise

Being taught
Commandme
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Non-religious Arguments About Why a Religious Upbringing Ma

God’s Existence and Christian Responses

Non-religious people (including atheists and humanists) may argue tha

to lead to a rejection of God's existence for many reasons:

e  Christian parents/adults often do not live up to the example of Chris
children feel that their parents are hypocritical then they may also fe
Christianity is hypocritical.

e  Children who are taught religion by their family are also likely to be
school. If children feel that what they know about Christianity confli
or with history {e.g. the Crusades do not seem well-justified), then th

e If children feel that Christian rules are unfair, the 1. ’:y reject belief i
to follow these rules. Humanists in pa-tic 113, - ;Juct to certain religi
opposition to same-sex marri~ ¢ @ : athanasia, and any religious i
discrimination — if ch il o‘\ Fastian parents who promote such id
are fair olight * <. Aey’may become humanists.

Tfag ‘ wmgh‘t to pray, and do not feel that their prayers are

a rejectf belief in God's existence.

e Teenagers often rebel against their parents. if their parents are relig
something which they rebel against (because it is associated with th
because they disbelieve it for other reasons).

e Christian parents often bring their children up to believe in Father C
well as believing in God. When the children realise that the former a
belief in God as well.

Christians may respond in a number of ways. Many will claim that an off
a Christian upbringing gone wrong — parents should be good examples,
Christian teaching, and explain the concept of prayer thoroughly.

Some will also argue that parents should do their best to make a religiou
life — e.g. it should be explained that science and religion explain things i
religious people do not always do good.

Why an Atheist/Humanist Upbringing May Lead to Rejection
Being brought up in a family which does not believe in God may lead to
There are a number of reasons for this:
e If a child is never taught to believe in God, r”

and they feel no need for God, they may .

have no reason to choose to beliz =
e If a child has been tauqh’f @ x5 God

and has never ex;¢ e« & 7 \_.dd they may
L uelieve in him.

they may have been taught that humans
were not designed, but evolved, and that
the big bang caused the universe, for
example.

e Children who have been told there is no God may believe this if they
compassionate God would not allow pain, suffering and evil in the
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e Children who have had any non-religious upbringing, and especially
upbringing, may feel that there are reasons other than faith for actin
others, for example — and that there is a valid meaning to life withou
own interests and potential, as well as helping others —and so God i
or meaning.

Christians may respond that being brought up as non-religious and feelin
reason to remain non-religious. They may argue that non-religious peop
not realise it (and possibly fill the gap in other ways). They could also arg
makes sense to people who have been brought up as non-religious, this

Quick Questions

13. Explain two ways i~ . .«
iNGocel
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Summary of Arguments for the Existence of God

e Christians believe that some people have experienced revelations of ¢
heard God. In the Old Testament, revelations to Noah, Abraham an
often directed prophets to help his people. He made covenants witt:
them land and bless them, for example. In the New Testament, Chris
himself through his son Jesus, who showed God'’s love by dying for hts

e Some people have reported seeing visions of God, or messengers o 5‘
the word of God appeared to Abraham, the angel of God appeared
saw God sitting in heaven. In the New Testame~?, zveral peopler
and visions converted people to followir ;& 5 ‘Wil and helped to e
transfigured before his dISCID"—"' =5 7Ic: +1 more recent times have {
often leading them do or et § yuor ‘God. Non- religious people fe
hallucinations t . 7 71 Carts feel that visions are important evidence

% -

e The Bi{ ﬁtains many miracles in the Old Testament and New Te:
of the official’s son. Miracles are important, as they show God's authc
show he cares for those who follow him. Non-religious people feel th
coincidences, or are explainable by science, though Christians feel m
have no other explanation.

e There are many types of religious experience other than the ones me
might experience mystical or numinous experiences, or feel God con:
through prayer. Different people think that different things constitute
Christians may wish to test religious experience to see if it is genuin :
experiences are genuine. Non-religious people may think there is lit
who report religious experiences; they may think them the product
hallucinations due to physical factors; or they may think them wish
people who want to experience them. Christians believe that religio
such as God's revelation to Moses in Exodus 3.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

e Christians may pray for many reasons; prayers are important for thank
forgiveness, for example. Christians may pray set prayers such as the |
taught. If Christians feel that their prayers have been answered, this
people feel their prayers have not been answered, they may lose fait

e One argument used to support the existence = s is the design arg
to be designed, designed objects have a fec:_ .er; and so the world
The world may seem to have ! .« 1 s‘}umsed in a certain way, and hav
hand, it may also seeunt ” uemgned as there is suffering, and evj

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

o Anothe.....u.gument for the existence of God is the cosmological arguj
rather than nothing, and so there must be a God. St Thomas Aquinas:
cosmological arguments — the unmoved mover, first cause, and con:
religious people argue against such arguments, e.g. the big bang may
Christians disagree and feel that God must have created everything
this shows his power.
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e Christianity teaches that we should bring up children in the religion,
features of a religious upbringing, such as Church attendance, readin
Christian festivals may lead to belief in God. On the other hand, a n
atheist or humanist perspective may lead to rejection of God'’s exist
experience, or feel a need for, God. Religious upbringings may also
existence of God, but Christians may argue that if this is the case the
upbringings.

Now Try This...

14. 'The cosmological argument gives evidence f . » &  istence of God

statement.

Argue for and agai=s - _, *tement You must give Christian teach
and pLis@ot '\« . - juments. Reach a conclusion which follows fro
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Religious Teachings on Relationshirs a

215t Century

Many Christians look to their religion to provide them with moral guidanc
teachings regarding marriage, sexual relationships and families within C
homosexuality, contraception and divorce are controversial within the
support local families, and some Christians see different roles for men an
others do not.

Keywords: :
% contraception — methods which aim to stop SCave e . 2coming pregnant
sexually transmitted infections aw ‘
% divorce—thelegalendofarm ' ae
< homosexuality —a <~ 'auon where people are attracted to people
% marriaga- & '.\ Yy

is se 1L
MO B

(0 ideas about what is right and wrong

Marriage

The Bible contains teaching about marriage, and different Church deno
about marriage, which may be due to different interpretations of the Bib

Keywords:

atheist — someone who does not believe in God

cohabitation - living with a partner unmarried, often in a sexual relation
denomination — a particular branch within a religion, e.g. Catholicism, A
humanist — someone who aims to live a good life, without belief in God
procreation — making/having children

sacrament — a particularly important worship practice which has even hig
like the Catholic and Orthodox Churches
% sanctity - holiness

7
4 0’0

7

8

X3

%

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

Christian Teachings About the Purpose and Importance of Mar:
Different Christians may think marriage has different purposes and is imp:

e Apurpose of marriage for Christians is procreat’ ., ind raising a fam‘:
being married as being a good thing p‘y( av.oar .0 have a family, to
Other Christians think that onc-. e < !you ‘should have a family an
should actively try to bk i,n an Th:s is based on Bible verses such
tells humgas *7.h m.uren Thls is taught by the Cathollc Church, &

L So mamage can be tmportant to Christians if they believe it pro
Those who see having a family as being an important part of Go
marriage is significant in their Christian life in that it allows them
reproduce.

{ ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:2
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e A purpose of marriage for Christians is to allow couples to
express love and friendship; to care for and support each
other through life.

%  This makes marriage important because a married
couple’s love and friendship may play a very large part
in their lives. Because of the amount of time a Christian
will spend with their spouse, trying to love and support
them, marriage will be significant in their Christian life
as Jesus taught to love others and treat them well.

‘In everything do to others as you would lzav A to JOU for this is th
(Matthe > > - TND Y [Th(’ Golden Rule]

% This makes marriage |mportant for Christians as it allows them t
commitment to their partner through sex.

/’But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” Fo
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shal
(Mark 10:6-8 NRSV)

‘Fornication is carnal union between an unmarried man and an unmarrie
contrary to the dignity of persons and of human sexuality which is naturally
\ spouses and the generation and education of children.” (Catholic Cai

e Many Christians also think a purpose of marriage is to symbolise the
(represented by the husband) and his Church (represented by the wife
because of this; this is indicated in Ephesians 5.
% So marriage represents an even more important relationship of Ic

feminist Christians may not like this comparison, as it may make t:
female partner. However, for those who do make this comparisor
reflecting the relationship between Jesus and Christians.

‘For the husband is the head of the wife ]ust as U, 28 ’L head of the churi

e Some Christians br" e marrlage is important because it is a sact
"o .y oeheve conveys God s grace. Itis s;gnlflcant in CE
. géu‘,”‘
some otier branches of Christianity. For those who believe this, ma
Those who believe this believe it is especially important not to divorcé

Christians who do not believe marriage is a sacrament still think it is

‘So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined toget]
(Mark 10:8-9 NRSV)
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e Many Christians think that marriage is important because it has bee
people to get married, and Jesus appears to have approved of marri
had intended for marriage, and joined people together in marriage (

e Many Christians see marriage as important in helping to maintain a
break-ups and changing relationships.

Atheist and Humanist Approaches to Marriage and Cohabitafi
Some non-religious people (including atheists and humanists) see no n
lacks importance. They may feel that cohabitation — living together unm
relationship — is perfectly acceptable, because there is no God to decree
and people can live together in just the same way wi*' . t making public
paper. They would not feel that marriage has sai <t t . ‘They may

feel that cohabiting couples still heln . ¢ . 12 a'stable society, and -
provide stability for raisina -2 mil,

'L‘l‘;g el acthere is no point to marriage and/or that
cohabiting Vg#®re sensible than marriage because many couples
split up, and having to go through a divorce is messy and

expensive, and does not help with stability for any children involved.

L

However, some atheists and humanists may still think that marriage is a
reasons, but for stability, and because it requires couples to
make a commitment to each other, which may make them
happy and help them to lead good lives. Many humanists have
humanist weddings, so that they can have a ceremony which
suits them, but is not religious. In some places in the world,
humanist marriages are legally recognised, and in others
humanists may have a humanist celebration after an ordinary
civil ceremony. The fact that the British Humanist Association
offers marriages shows that many humanists do value marriage
even without religious significance.

Christian Responses
Some Christians object to cohabitation due to believing that sex should
(e.g. Catholics). Some may feel that there are valid objections to cohabit
God's will and religious factors into account:

e Being comfortable with cohabitation may mean th2t couples move f
relationship — this can cause problems if thm « “de *o split up and
move out of their shared accommnd 1o

e Cohabitation and sex befo . c"g\. may be a bad idea if children
unstable cohabitat’ .« & 4. iship.

a9
&9@0

However, (et Protestants may accept cohabiting couples — the Chur
accept cohavrting couples working towards marriage. Some modern Ch
fine even if the couple are not sure they will get married, because they th

teaching in Christianity, shown in the Golden Rule (see above).

Quick Questions

15. Outline three reasons why a Christian may feel marriage is importan

16. Explain two purposes of marriage for Christians.
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Sexual Relationships

As seen above, part of the importance of marriage for Christians is the i
relationship. Different Christians have different views on different types o

Keywords:
% celibacy - the state of not engaging in romantic relationships or sexual act
% contraception — methods which aim to stop someone becoming pregnant
sexually transmitted infections :
extramarital sex/adultery — sex where at |east one ofthe participants is
the person they are having sex with :

fornication - sex outside of marnage e B

homosexuality — a sexual orlenta’r s n 4ople are attracted to peopl
nuclear family — a unit of ; 19 together with their biological chilc
open marrlage - o vhere the partners agree they can have sex w

pefolre bemg married

7
0.0

X3

8

33

%

X3

8

X3

%

X3

8

Nature and lmportance of Sexual Relationships for Christians
Most Christians see sexual relationships as important, and not something f;
because they see them as something which conveys love and commitmen:
indicate that sex forms a bond between a couple, so sex is significant.

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” For :
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shal
(Mark 10:6-8 NRSV)

Some Christians believe that sex is only for procreation (the teaching of tt
form of artificial contraception should be used. Moreover, some Christi
acts other than vaginal sexual intercourse, as other sexual acts are not acts
Christians will not engage in other types of sexual activity, though many
designed as an enjoyable activity, and will engage in other types of sexu
partner/spouse.

One important early Christian, St Paul, believed that it was better to be ¢
remain more focused on God. Some Christians have agreed with this, an
their lives more fully to God. Some join religious orders and become mon:
Church, priests must remain unmarried and celibate, '_ siey are seen to bG‘

"...he who marries his fiancée 4 v o cand 'he wlzo refrains from mar
U mmzthm;w 7:38 NRSV)

’]d‘é’d that married couples should have sex with each o

they decided” ’co‘ refrain from sex for a time to focus on their relationship

‘Do not deprive one another except perhaps by agreement for a set time, to dev
and then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of ya
(1 Corinthians 7:5 NRSV)
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Attitudes to Sex Outside of Marriage

Many Christians believe that sexual relationships should take place only
teaching of the Catholic Church, and a more conservative Christian view.
Christians have a more relaxed view to premarital sex, sex before being
a committed relationship.

However, most Christians disapprove of adultery, also called extramaritaE
who is married has sex with someone who is not their spouse (husband or
Ten Commandments, important rules in the Old Testament which many C
generally seen to be the opposite of being loving. Most people would not
them, so Christians feel it is wrong to do somethina *' : would not want ¢
Rule in the section on Marriage above). 0 B

Lcomnnf adultery.” (Exodus 20:14 NRS E

Q
LA

Non-religicXgg®ople such as humanists and atheists are likely not to hav
so long as it is consensual. Some will feel that sex should only take place i
though others feel that sex is a personal decision and if someone wants to h
then that is their choice. Some Christians do agree, and accept some premaf;
above). However, this is not the case with many Christians — see Christian o§

Humanists and atheists are likely to disapprove of adultery in the sense t
cheating on your partner is wrong. This is especially true for humanists,
treat others with respect and dignity. However, humanists and atheists ma
adultery if a couple has already split up and is going through the process ¢
may see the cheating as the problem, rather than the breaking of marriage
atheists may also accept open marriages, where a couple is married, but t
can have sex with other people; because both partners agree on this, it me
However, many Christians will not see this as acceptable because they be
relationship and married partners should only have sex with each other.

Afttitudes to Homosexuality
There are various different attitudes to homosexuat

Some Christians, such as Evangelical Christians, b
wrong in itself, and that if peop!r:pray to God, h
homosexual feelings. Thsv as.d on teaching in:
homosexuality it *+ e ‘ikie

ot shall not lie with a male as with a woman
(Leviticus 18:22 NRSV)

‘We must not indulge in sexual immorality...” (1

Some other Christians believe that homosexual activity is a sin, but that hc
sinful if people control them and do not act on them, because their feeling
taught by the Catholic Church, and also believed by some conservative Or:
Christians. They believe homosexual activity is sinful because it is prohibits
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example in Leviticus, and sexual immorality is prohibited in some New Tes
interpret these references to include homosexual sex. The Catholic Chur
sex because its position is that all sexual activity should be open to the po:
this is not possible with homosexual sex. They may also feel that homosex
role of the traditional nuclear family as a foundation for society.

However, some Christians, such as more liberal Protestants, are not opposj
relationships. One reason for this is that they may feel that the commandk
the OId Testament do not need to be followed any more because Christiar
the Jewish law. For example, Christians do not keep many Jewish dieta
which Jews maintain for purity, or cleanliness, as Chric*. s feel that they
Jesus’ death — they may see commandments 7 5a s . “oniosexuality as relz
morality, and so they would also bp = i thts way. Christians may
important than following rulzs ai . e iovmg homosexual relationships F
stopped. Further, the i i acord of Jesus condemning homosexuality
judge oths '11 1 (' 1.0t always condemn those who had committed si
woman in . iéut" ) Some Christians may feel that homosexuality is sinful,

God, so it is unfair to treat homosexuals badly when no one is perfect.

‘Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Let me take the speck out of your
your own eye?” (Matthew 7:4 NRSV) [Jesus on not judging others, when yo

‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone...”
telling Jews that they can condemn an adulterous woman if they them

However, not all Christians who accept homosexual couples and homosext
homosexuals should be allowed to be married. They may believe this bec
marriage is between a man and a woman, and Jesus taught that marriage *
woman (in Mark 10). Some also feel that if Christian denominations acce
vicars who do not agree with homosexual marriage will be forced to perfo
or will face legal challenges.

|
;

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” Fo
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shal
(Mark 10:6-8 NRSV)

Some non-religious people will discriminate aaair.’ . .n osexual people ¢
wrong. However, many humanists and ~t e te L. no6t have a problem
is not seen as a sin against God th *h . see no reason to treat homosex

Christians who accept homosexuality may have very similar views to hum
Christians who do not accept homosexuality, or homosexual sexual activ
atheists that while allowing homosexuality may seem fair, it is not part of (
does not make sense to humans, it should still be followed.
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Interpretations of 1 Corinthians 6:7-20 — Sexual Relationship

Homosexuality
One reason that there are different views within Christianity on sexual rel
and homosexuality is that some quotes can be interpreted in different way
Corinthians 6:7-20 clearly condemns sexual relationships outside of marrie
claims that fornicators (those who have sex outside of marriage), male pré:
sex with other men), and sodomites (people who have anal sex) will not inj
also claims that sexual sins are grave sins because they sin against the boc
live in a Christian’s body — so sexual sins sin against the property of God.
interpreted in other ways.

‘Do you not know that ZP]ZO(’Z’CI is united 0. pre. .,;ute b(’comes one body
“The two shall be one flesh.”. O . owdon! Ever: vy st that a person co
but thie fornicator sins o7 F the Loay lbeIf Or do you not know that you
. 01, “which 1 you have from God, and that you are

(1 Corinthians 6:16, 18-19 NRSV)

e ltis possible that fornication was regarded as such a sin because it o
and sex with prostitutes was seen as polluting. This is very different
relationship, especially one which leads to marriage. So some Christia
‘fornication’ within relationships as bad because it is in a different con
emphasised in biblical passages such as this. ‘

e If fornication (sex outside of marriage) is such a sin, then if homosexué
the UK and many other countries, they would not be committing this ¢

Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? L
Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, the gr
robbers — none of these will inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Corinthia

e Male prostitution is also condemned because of the type of relationslé
money for sexual acts, or engaging in ritualistic sex as part of worship:
within Christianity. Condemning male prostitutes does not automat
homosexual relationships.

e There s also debate about how the word ‘sodomite’ is used in the B
someone from the place Sodom, which God condemned in the Old
with anal sex, as the male inhabitants of Sodom WPP‘ed to rape two
However, other places in the Bible claim that s . T 5 sin was not hor§
refusal to help others. So some arain ‘he* Luaomite’, when used neg
these 'sins’ and not to hor’ 5 ) ol y

iy _j,',~.~¢-§;"iyc3'ur sistar Sodoni: she and her daughters had pride,
Ssperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy.” (Ezekiel 1

Quick Questions

17. Explain two reasons why Christians may oppose sex outside of marr

18. Explain two attitudes to homosexuality in Christianity. Refer to a so
and authority.
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Families

Christians and non-religious people may have different views on families, ¢
are many different types of families.

Keywords:
< baptism - a sacrament which involves immersion in water, or, for younger
over the head. The baptism of small children is sometimes called a Christer:
% contraception — methods which aim to stop someone becoming pregnant
sexually transmitted infections
% faith — belief and trust in something, here, in Jesus and GOd
% morality - ideas about what is right and wrong
% procreation — making/having children AT
% sacrament - a particularly impo+t chip practlce which has even hig
like the Catholic and Or! .z 40k . ;;..mes

#2nd Importance of Family
Procreation

Many Christians feel that they should have a family because, in Genesis, G¢
and have children. Therefore, the purpose of having a family is to fulfil G
and having a family is important because the family is part of God's plan fc

{ ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 g

As seen above, some Christians, such as Catholics, feel that all sexual acts
of procreation. Some Christians take this even further — Christian moveme
any forms of contraception or family planning (including natural family plat
method), as they believe all children are a blessing from God. They feel that
to stand in the way of God giving them children, and often have very large f

Some people, including Christians, believe in marriage, but do not feel t
have a family. So not all married Christians feel called to procreation.

Additionally, some couples cannot have children even if they want to due:
conceive) in either or both members of the couple. They may accept remaf
fertility treatment, adoption or fostering. Those who adopt or foster a ch
purpose is to have children, just not through procreatior . Note: while th
all sexual acts should be open to the possibilitw o, e tion, it also acc
infertile through no fault of their own 't % ec » 1 <ondemn such couple
they are infertile, and encourac - V ey mamed couples to have a Sexus
teaching does not alloy § - & . eatment such as IVF, but encourages a

Security 9. ‘
Many peop? ,A.A,,,.v,seel that one purpose of a family is to provide security — stab
children, who can grow up in a loving and safe environment; parents shou:
children. Many religious and some non-religious people feel that marriag
for a stable family for children, as this shows the commitment of a couple i
without disrupting their children’s family unit. Others will disagree, and fex
to be married to provide security for children. They may also feel that diffe
single-parent families, or separated parents who share custody of their c
and safe environment for their children.
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Education of Children

family unit is to raise childre
Catholic Church makes the ¢
raise their children in the Ca
therefore important as a ple
Christianity. Most Christia
responsibility to educate the
and many non-religious pec
important in the moral ed
of chilf‘n : | but without th

Many Christian families get their chll(J p‘ .ed to show that they are
raising them as Christians ah'* b e g them in the faith. Baptism also s
of God. As an alterhc ia ‘ may “dedicate their child(ren) to God; holdit

baptism, k '11 G ! _u«’sacrament taking place, so the child(ren) can ¢
older, if the¥#

M"”

Christianity teaches that children should obey their parents, and learn fron:
6:1-3 — see the section on Religious Upbringing above). It also encourag
anger their children — they should discipline without being too harsh so t
and good.

‘And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up i1
instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4 NRSV)

Other

Some people may feel that the purpose of having a family is so that you
in your old age, and that families are important for this reason. Others ma
reason to have a family, but they may agree that families are important b
support each other.

{mportance of Family ‘
Christians may see the family as important because the human family refle
family of all Christians throughout the world. Also, Jesus fcook part in fami
start of Luke’s Gospel, and appeared to approve of fo. 5 life in the Gospe
that family is definitely important to God. s

Christians, and those who D o’r " \glous may feel that it is a personal ct:

the family is igbo™t = . xl.nnng the desire of parents to have children, a:
\e

of childrer o NS “Gmg security, love and care for them. Both Christians
2 o]

may feel th\G@®nilies are important in making up a stable society.
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Different Types of Family

In the 21" Century there are many different types of family.

Type of
Family

Description

Nuclear

A family unit where two parents live
with their biological children, or
adopted children. Some think of this
as the traditional family.

Single-
Parent

A family unit where just one parent
looks after their child or children.

This can be due to the death of ?m .

parent, theend of o . L it 4 sidp
between n=. = . o Qi recent times)
\he « - v aanhas become

Y gx;-,-a':nf with donated sperm or a

Same-Sex
Parents

A family unit where both the parents
are the same gender. They could
have adopted a child; one member of
a lesbian relationship could have
become pregnant with donated
sperm; or one member of a male gay
relationship could have fertilised a
donor egg.

Some Christia
homosexual ¢
environment f
Christians wh
may disappro
raising childre
that homosex
examples for

Extended

A family unit where extra members of
the family live with parents and their
children, for example grandparents
or aunts, uncles and cousins.

Blended

A family unit where at least one
member of the couple has children
from a previous relationship. The
children therefore live with one .= ¢

parent and one step-necr, 1 F

children of the = s’ = ,.i¢ five with

new relations

their he!f

Quick Quesﬁa;s

19. Explain two ways in which Christians may respond to a single-paren
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Support for the Family in the Local Parish

The family is not just important for members of the family itself. Other m
community often try to help because the family is important to the Chur

Keywords:

% confirmation — where a Christian affirms their faith; often where they hav
and want to make promises to God themselves

s counselling — helping people to discuss their problems and suggesting s

% parish - the area within which the local church works

How and Why the Local Church 7%, . Wty Tries to Support F
Local churches often prov'd Adfm worship for all the family. This ma
classes for chlif"lrer‘, NN g ed Sunday school, which aim to teach childre:
in an age- Tfog UL and often fun, way. There are various approaches
churches aNg# different ages. Often this is down to those who organis
young chtldren may be heavily focused on colouring pictures from Bible
which may or may not be linked to the Bible. As children get older, the
focus may shift to spending longer telling the children Bible stories and,
while there may still be fun activities, less time will be spent on activities
which do not particularly help children to learn about Christianity.
Teenagers may study passages directly from the Bible, rather than hearin
the stories re-told, and will do more age-appropriate activities. They ma
also focus more on more complex Bible passages, not necessarily stories
but passages of teaching. Some Sunday schools will try to incorporate
modern technology, e.g. showing animations / live-action films of Bible
stories, or other relevant television clips. They might also ask teenagers
research Bible passages or relevant ideas on the Internet. Many churche
run separate Sunday-school activities during services, but the children
may return for the end of the service (some or all weeks), and may share
what they have done and learnt.

Many churches will also hold family-worship services, where talks are
more appropriate for a younger audience, and where there may be more
lively music, for example. Some churches also hold alternative types of
worship (usually at a time when other Church services ar-, not happening
such as Saturday afternoon), such as Messy Chiirr .~ e 2 fun activities
are provided for children before a shorf e f_ FG h’lp

Churches do this to h@’“ ‘.u'u'cate thelr children in the Christian
faith, and ‘oeflbovi ¢ ace where parents and children can celebrate t

0]
Additionatiynufches may provide other groups for children, such as yo
Boys'/Girls’ Brigade. These groups may teach about God and Christianity.
children having fun. Churches provide this to help parents teach their ch
help children in others ways, such as through teaching them practical ski
associated with church will make children want to attend church, and kee

Christianity.
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Churches also provide rites of passage for children. When children are bot
thanksgiving service, or Christening (infant baptism) to dedicate their chil¢
them as a Christian. As a child gets older, if they have not been baptised, *
baptised. Once children are baptised and old enough to understand Chris
will be confirmed, to make promises about their faith and commitment tc
practices, and when and whether they happen varies between different cht

Churches provide rites of passage to help parents focus on bringing their ¢
faith, and to help children to focus on their faith as well.

Churches may also help parents with childcare; memh'E - of the church ¢
church members with babysitting, and church 54 1a ; ‘olu toddler group
children to; or set up groups of new r..» Sb wat they can support each

Churches and church =
provide th '11 ‘h \L,pre to talk to about any issues they may be having v v

& Uc’oﬂ*

Some churcheé also provide classes to teach parents about childcare, or fa
families to work through issues, whether this is parents who are struggling
falling-outs.

This is because churches want their members to be happy, and have goo
want people to be able to serve each other, and in doing so, to serve Go

In general, churches want to help families with their children because Jes
of children, and St Paul wanted families to be harmonious and loving, as w
learn to serve God.

Interpretations of Matthew 19:1:
There have been different interpretatio

(’Then little children were being brough
might lay his hands on them and p
sternly to those who brought them;
little children come to me, and do n

such as these that the kingdom

(Mﬁtthew 19:13-14

An irnort nt not to overlook is t
~ypeople. This shows Jesus, anc
God incarnate) to be approachable, ar.
everyday. Churches help families becat
Jesus showed.

Bernhard Pri®%iiorst’s Christ Blessing
the Children.

A subject of debate is exactly what Jest
whom the kingdom of heaven belongs to, and who cannot enter it. Itis ge
is not implying that all children have a place in the kingdom of heaven, an:
there are features of being a child which good Christians ought to share.
probably do not assume that they have a place in the kingdom of heave
maybe adults need to humble themselves in order to have a relationship
to get to heaven. So churches help families because they believe that ch
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right way, to have a child-like, humble Christianity, and because they wa
in the same way.

Also, Jesus is not presumed to mean that people must become Christians
no hope for them. Following on from before, he may mean that those w
on God, as children rely on their parents; if they feel that they can enter t
God's help, then they will not be able to. Churches want to support famil

It may also be that Matthew shows Jesus’ disapproval of the disciples’ co
Christians not to claim ownership of Jesus and deny him to others — God
whom Church leaders choose, but to those who WlH o y accept it —ch
because Jesus should be available for everyor ..; ~ 4

The Importance fc* - sn ) aupport for Christians

Such fami! o1 zan be very important for Christians. Church-provid
children, st 'hrough Sunday schools, can help parents with teaching
especially if parents do not know much about Christianity, or do not kno
Further, family worship allows parents a space to express their faith with

not otherwise have.

Parents may also be grateful for activity groups which build a positive rel
and the Church by making Christianity enjoyable; the support is importa
connected with Christianity.

Rites of passage, such as Christenings are important in helping parents f
the Christian faith, and may also help them with finding support for this,
often appointed to help parents with giving their children a Christian up
Christians with their faith.

Other support from the Church and church members can be important t

practically; they may need help with childcare, or with knowing how to b
need help resolving issues between family members.

Quick Questions

20. Explain two ways in which the local church comr . ty may help to
families. s i
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Family Planning, Regulation of Births and Confracepti

Different Christians have different attitudes to contraception and family p
(choosing when and how many children to have) in general, and to differe:

Keywords:
% consequentialist — a type of ethical theory concerned with the morality o
actions

% contraception — methods which aim to stop someone becoming pregnant
sexually transmitted infections

< emergency contraception — contraception used a** >, >x which may preve

< encyclical - an open letter from the Pope t~ :& ‘th: ! 5, mstructmg them

% ethical theory - somethmg wh|ch T o s people should act, and
right or wrong

» Humanae Vltae— P

T Lout morahty drawn from nature and reason

4

’0

< naturzaslly - !
% procQeIN —makmg/havmg children
& situa@®&thics - ethical theory which suggest decisions should evaluate

consequences in each situation :
% utilitarianism - ethical theory which believes actions should try to produce
greatest number

Christian Attitudes to and Teachings about Contraception and
Some Christians, such as some Catholics, and conservative Christians (e.g
churches), are opposed to all forms of artificial contraception, as they beli
the purpose of procreation. The Catholic Church teaches that all sexual
possibility of new life and Pope John Paul VI continued the Church’s stance
contraception in his encyclical, Humanae Vitae (1968).

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 I

“"every action which, whether in anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its a
development of its natural consequences, proposes, whether as an end or a:
procreation impossible”, is intrinsically evil.” (Catholic Catechism 2370, q

The Catholic Church also disagrees with contraception because of natur
law is that God has shown humans what is nghz‘ t'. . 4h nature and reasor
how to act. Because sex naturally carries ti 2 n') wility of producing chi
contraception goes agalnst naT‘ ey 4 i .,ooeys natural law.

However, ra@Cl f? s , irom other denominations, such as many Prote
o8
L+

opposed t Y ',aeeptlon and family planning in general, but may approv:
others. Theaﬂow artificial contraception because there is nothing in the E
contraception, and because they believe people should be able to plan the
having to stop having sex if they do not want more children.
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Among other things, contraception and family planning are likely to:

e improve the health of women, as they do not have to constantly hav
developing countries, where there is often sub-standard health care)

e improve women'’s social position because they can have other roles
choose;

e improve the health of children, because parents will be able to provide

e and improve the quality of life for children and parents because peop!
when they are able to look after them, provide for them, and when the

Further, in the modern world, many people believe that overpopulation
people want to have fewer, or no, children this mean< Jl'\ re ismoretog
forms of contraception, like condoms, can a‘lsr_,;..nr; fé"v L ftie spread of somé

However, while many traditv‘? WA Wral Protestants (not all evangelic
artificial contraceptin.. A 4y s relat;vely modern that the church has a
Church ha '11 o1 - j,!c,}iy"’:a’ilowed contraception since 1930.

6u°° 5
One method of contraception which some Catholics accept is the rhyth
couples try to have sex when they believe the woman is less fertile, lowe
become pregnant. Because this still allows the possibility of procreation, it
family better while allowing that they may conceive at any time, if God w
approve of artificial contraception are much more likely to use ‘
artificial contraception instead, or in addition, as it is more
reliable.

One type of contraception which Christians (e.g. many
Protestants) who approve of artificial contraception are likely to
approve of is barrier method contraception, such as condoms.
This type of contraception is seen as more acceptable because it
stops sperm from reaching the egg and prevents fertilisation
occurring. Therefore, if it fails, it in no way risks harming an
embryo if conception does take place.

Some Christians also approve of sterilisation, where someone has mino
able to conceive in the future. Christians may feel this is sensible if some
wants no more children, and does not want to have to worry about cont
object on the basis that Christians could feel called by God to have more C
some types of sterilisation can be reversed if necess . "he Catholic Ch
for the same reasons it disapproves of artif cic ' c. .:s.-aceptlon though it ac
medical treatment for other reasc. 01 ke mp1e removing the uterus (wo

Many Christigaaa. " 3"’%0 use hormonal methods of contraception su

methods, if there is the small chance that if conception takes place, the h
cause an early abortion — some Christians feel that this is murder, and m
Commandments (see below).

Some Christians will not use the withdrawal method of contraception,
from the woman's vagina before ejaculating semen (containing sperm), be
teaching against this in the Bible. In Genesis 38, a man called Onan uses tt
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Bible records that God was displeased and killed him. However, some ot
was the withdrawal method which displeased God, but that Onan did no
his duty to have children with his dead brother’s wife to raise children fo
most Christians would probably not use this method as a main method o
unreliable method.

While many Christians agree with artificial contraception,
many are opposed to emergency contraception. This
method of contraception is used after sex, and is designed to
delay the ovary releasing an egg, therefore preventing
conception. Some people argue that certain types of
emergency contraception also have the po’{er;,.;;.’ © J;Ajf)"énge
the conditions of the uterus, which m’, av<hat an
embryo {fertilised egg) canrv‘t o 1 i mted - 5o the embryo
would be destroyed N } \ “1istians believe that life begins

embryo, Whlchf%hey think should be treated as any other human life. The
people in the Ten Commandments, important laws in the Old Testamen
has given embryos souls from the moment of conception.

[ “You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13 NRSV) [from the Ten Co

Some Christians will allow emergency contraception as being the most |
circumstances; for example, if a woman was raped.

Atheist and Humanist Attitudes to Family Planning and Christi:
Most atheists and humanists have no problem with artificial contracep
believing that sex is at least partly for pleasure, and that there are good re:
of children people have and for being able to choose when it is best to ha
given for allowing contraception above). They may have similar views to n

Some may have problems with hormonal methods of contraception whic
with emergency contraception, if they feel that one should not kill hum
unborn. However, many will accept all forms of contracention.

Christians who are against contraception r, ig t “A .,.e“‘:agéinst more liber
there would be no need for contr: . th o s’{op diseases or pregnanci
people only had sex wn‘h 2
not want cb" '
of childrer!
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Application of Ethical Theories and Christian Responses
Situation Ethics

Situation ethics is an ethical theory associated with many theologians
Joseph Fletcher. It promotes evaluating individual situations by what is m¢:
other laws, teachings or considerations. It is a consequentialist ethical th:
being loving consequences, rather than about what actions are carried out
does care that the intention is also for loving consequences. Loving conse
those which are best for the people involved.

Many would feel that situation ethics would allow the use of contracept
loving to allow couples to be able to have sex for nle . .« 2 without the strc
children. it is also loving to allow couples to r vai. ﬂ“: Ziming and number ¢
are emotionally and financially able t - . sfter'them — this is loving to th

However, it miaht =~ * sa.wnat situation ethics would not allow the us
situations. 'LL 'D. > Jse contraception to have many promiscuous relati
risk withou G W aception) which have the potential to emotionally hurt
contraceptlon would not be loving — especially as contraception is not 10G:
could result within unstable relationships. However, it could be argued the
universally more loving than the alternative — many people would still have
without contraception these would be more likely to end in unwanted prec
STDs.

=

Situation ethics is supported by many Christians as there are several plac
teaches that love, and treating others well, are the most important thing
with the application of situation ethics to contraception — they feel that u
loving thing for people who desire to have sex without having children, a
created or not created. They may or may not feel that there are times situ:
use of contraception. :

/ ‘[Jesus] said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, G
and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a
shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments hang
prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40 NRSV) 5

“In everything do to otlers as you would have them do to you; for this is th
K (Mattliew 7:12 NRSV}

However, many other Christians feel,‘f’?_,\ ¢ s5y.dortant to follow other law
such as the Ten Commandm g {é’élﬁtha’{judging actions by what
a good way of makin.. & 5 “as “For example, the Catholic Church feels
command A 1 und allow the possibility of procreation in every sex
unfair to c¢ wso‘ children. However, it is interesting to note that one re
feel that sex should be open to the possibility of procreation is because th:
are not loving, as they are using the person someone is having sex with

does not honour their dignity.
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Utilitarianism

Utilitarianism is an ethical theory associated primarily with philosophe
Stuart Mill. It holds that an action should try to produce the greatest ha
of people - producing pleasure and not producing pain makes actions goc
consequentialist ethical theory as it cares about consequences — pleasure

In many ways, utilitarianism and situation ethics are similar — what make
loving for them are often the same thing. They can both be applied in si
and family planning. However, there are important differences. Utilitaria
motives {scmecne could create happiness without meaning to, and this we
situation ethics cares that people try to act in a lovin~ .y y. (Some would &
when being happy is not what is good for sor .z fe w being in pain is not
If contraception encourages promisaci. !, "*/)(,‘.L.»,és'éyappiying situation eth
it than utilitarians if they dee wia 1 uoniscuous sex is not loving. Howe
people happy, and th % p “2ssit brings may outweigh the distress cau
L oridemn contraception for this reason.

Most people wouid feel that allowing contraception and family planning wo
happy than not allowing it. People would be happy being able to have se
committed relationships, and those who are not); people would be happy h:
they want, when they want them and children would be happy, brought up :
want them, and are able to care for them. If people have fewer unwanted p:
benefit many people if the population is lower and so government resour

It is doubtful that utilitarianism would be used to argue against allowing ¢
However, you could use the case of someone who has sex because they can
not have sex without it — because contraception is not certain to work, there
could experience an unwanted pregnancy or STD which would make them I
had sex in the first place. Utilitarianism could be used to argue against havit

One type of utilitarianism — qualitative utilitarianism —is concerned with th
than the quantity. It would be possible to use this to argue against the us:
committed relationships (if people would not otherwise have sex), because
better to have sex with someone that you are committed to, even if you he
committed relationship, than to have lots of sex with people one is not c
meaningful (possible argument — not fact).

Some Christians feel that increasing happiness is ~. ™ A qoat and so migh
arguments for (and against) contraceptlon an n"i WY

However, many will fee| t“ o
following G

W

Quick Questions

21 Explain two reasons why some Christians oppose artificial contracep
a source of wisdom and authority.

22. Explain two reasons why some Christians allow the use of contracepti:
planning.
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Divorce

Keywords:

7

% annulment - the cancelling of a marriage, saying it never existed

% divorce - the legal end of a marriage

% remarriage — where people who have been married before marry other
the same person again)

% sacrament — a particularly important worship practice which has even hig

like the Catholic and Orthodox Churches

< separated — where a couple remain married legally. b+ do not live toget

Some Christians have v=: s When it comes to divorce. The Ca
divorce, argmies . > mowledge legal divorce (so they would see a di
am" their spouse). This is because the Catholic Church see
given by Go&; and Jesus taught that people should not separate what God
However, Catholics will allow annulments in some circumstances, which
taken place. This is decided by a Catholic marriage tribunal, and reasons f:
marriage was never consummated (the couple never had sex), one of the
that (at least) one of the parties was tricked or coerced into marriage. H

for adultery or desertion (when one partner leaves the other and refuses t

The Catholic Church will not remarry people who are divorced because th:
the first marriage, so they view it as adultery: cheating on the person'’s first
have to get a Catholic annulment and a legal divorce in order to be remart
Church. (Catholics will, however, remarry those whose spouses have died.}

4 .. .what God has joined together, let no one separate.” They said to him,

command us to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?” He said

you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but
not so.”” (Matthew 19:6-8 NRSV)

“The Lord Jesus insisted on the original intention of the Creator who wille
indissoluble. He abrogates the accommodations that had slipped intc
(Catholic Catechism 2382)

[Jesus believed that God’s original intention shor1d 0 e red and insisted ti
1o wssolved. Jesus (recogni
allowed and) removes the adjus . 1/ ‘il original lazw from God) which h
Jewish law (allowing 2o v~

marriage is something which cannot lu’ chec o] :'J

While somee®yi- Cathohc Christians may also hold strict views on divorce
will allow divorce in some circumstances.

For example, moderate Protestants may accept divorce in limited circum
e if someone’s spouse committed adultery against them;

e abused them; or

e deserted them.
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In these cases, they may feel that the other person broke the marriage vo:
relationship with them is dangerous or practically impossible. Jesus appea
case of unfaithfulness. Protestant churches and the Catholic Church interg
here — Catholics follow verses 4-8 — that while Moses allowed divorce, Goc:
humans, and humans should not divorce. Protestant see verse 9 (below) a
spouse commits adultery, then it is acceptable to divorce them and remar

‘And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and mai
adultery.” (Matthew 19:9 NRSV)

—~—

...ayyyone who divorces his wife, except on the grouns " nchastity, causes
aitd whoever marries a divorced woms .« i ¢ °ts wdultery.” (Matther

" Matthew 19 goes on to discuss whe
if they cannot divorce. While it may
trying to tell Jesus that his teaching
responds that for some, it will be be
(however, this implies that most pe
for their whole lives, without divorc

‘His disciples said to him, “If such i
his wife, it is better not to marry.
“Not everyone can accept this teac

Wedding rings, symbolising the promises
made during a marriage ceremony, which S i
are broken by divorce. whom it is given...”” (Matthet

Moderate Protestants believe that God forgives sins and mistakes, and so
divorce, but will allow remarriage in Church, for those who have had gooc
above) for divorce, though they may choose not to remarry someone who
a marriage by committing adultery or abuse. All Churches will remarry so

“...for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
(Matthew 26:28 NRSV)

Remarriage is up to the individual vicar or minister, and some may not ma
marriage; did not try sufficiently hard to save a marriage or have had more

More liberal Christians, such as liberal Protest> & 1. . .
divorce for many reasons, such asifa =2 ~ 2 ; dae hat they are
no longer in love. Some such i vy - 4vions are happy to marry
all those who have nro> ¢ _1. “Luen ‘divorced if they believe they

are genuirgTk . 1+ ius  hew commitment. They may remarry

people wh! Wﬁx abused previous marriages if they believe they have rep
mistakes), and may choose to remarry those who have had several divorce

always deserve another chance, and Jesus taught that you should continue

acl

“Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sin
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven ;
seventy-seven times.”” (Matthew 18:21-22 NRSV)
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Reasons for remarriage may include:

e Adivorced person falls in love again.

e Adivorced person desires to have a fulfilling sexual relationship and
should marry their new partner in order for this to happen.

e Marrying a new partner may provide security for existing children.

Non-religious Attitudes to Divorce and Remarriage, and Christi
Non-religious people may feel that getting a divorce in any circumstance
longer wish to remain married, as they may see no reason to stick to such
unhappy. Without marriage being a commitment to (:,,”: : gods, there are nc

Non-religious people may also have e ')‘L ,WIth dlvorced
people remarrying, if thev wie Lc r «l.d new promises.

This does ; Tf ca ;;.j;va‘fl non—rellglous people are casual about
divorce an? ;rriage, but they are unlikely to recommend that
an unhappy couple stay married.

Christians might respond that marriage is not only a promise to God, but &
and allowing divorce at all, or allowing divorce for any old reason, makes ¢
casually, and creates an unstable society. However, while these may be rec
seriously, and not aiming to get a divorce, once a relationship has broken
to want the chance for a fresh start.

Both religious and non-religious people may feel that there are negative si
breaking promises to God and/or one's spouse. People who get divorced
off, and may find it hard to afford living costs on their own. Children of dit
break-up emotionally tough. However, some people may feel that unha
better for their children in the long run, as unhappy parents will also hav
on their children.

Not all Christians have the same perspectives on marriage, as this can be a
Catholics may have more liberal views on divorce than the Catholic Churck:
think that their Churches are too lenient with accepting divorces and allow
opinions on divorce may change depending on the circumstances, and sor
people should break their marriage promises to God and their spouse m
themselves if they feel that their marriage has failed.

Avlication of Ethical Th2 .4 % ..d Christian Responses
Situation Ethics 4 .4

N esis likely to suggest that divorce and remarriage sl
v R
be loviag t g:w‘ someone stay married to some who had cheated on thes
them. Neither does it seem loving to make a couple who have fallen out ¢

It would be unlikely for someone to use situation ethics to argue against d
hard to think of a situation where it would be more loving to force some
they wanted to divorce, or more loving to forbid someone marrying agai
the equation, but it is still likely to be more loving to the children for unha:
their parents to be allowed to remarry and create new family units.

GCSE Edexcel A Course Companion: Paper 3B: Philosophy and Ethics Page 58 of 73

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




As seen above, many Christians will agree that it is compassionate to allow
will feel that God would not want people to be unhappy.

However, many Catholics and some other Christians will feel that what is
God, Jesus, and the Church, and these teach against divorce (and hence
more loving to allow unhappy couples to divorce, this is still a sin against
recommend unhappy couples separate instead, so they are not breaking t

Utilitarianism
As with situation ethics, most utilitarians are likely to allow divorce and ren
produce more happiness and less pain than the alterr=* e. (People can le
them, and can have a new chance at happines - th | jiméone else)

It is possible to argue that di:c & 3 s.uollises society, and means that m
enough access to bot’y « & “; and so utilitarians might argue that it is be
think it is Iy 5 < 3 .rdivorce, as this could reduce potential pain. How
if they are XESgs

y it is likely that they will be happier divorced.
As with situation ethics, many Christians will agree that it is acceptable to ¢
will make people happy, while others will feel that it is God’s law rather t
Most Christians would not suggest people abstain from marriage in orde
feel called to celibacy, as they believe marriage is important.

Quick Questions

23. Outline three reasons for divorce within Christianity.
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Eauality of Men and Women in the Family

There are different opinions within Christianity about whether men and we
the family, and whether they are equal.

Keywords:
% equality — not necessarily being the same, but being treated with the same
level of authority

% role - a part or job carried out

Christian Teachings About and ammd w0 e riole of Men am’:
Many Christian attitudes to the role ¢ anu‘women in the family are

example, in his letter to th_ﬂ T.. 1e<l 15, .u’c Paul wntes that husbands are the

o ‘.

Note: St Paul’s teachmg does not suggest that husbands can abuse thelr p
love their wives as they love themselves.

‘Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband
as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Saviour. Just as
Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their husbands. Husbana
(Ephesians 5:22-25 NRSV)

Some Christians also justify different roles
Genesis chapters 2 and 3. They claim that
woman, this shows men to be more import
as a 'helper’ for man, wives should serve th
tempts her husband in Genesis chapter 3 ta
some use this as an indicator that husband
but lead them.

“Then the Lord God said, It is not good
alone; I will make him a helper

A serpent. A serpent tempts (Gem’sis 2:18 NRS
woman to mislead mon in
Genesis 3. 7
Some Christians who believe that hus”.+ * s, _4ld 'be in charge of their wi

help their husbands, do not th .« ..'i s ‘makes men and women unequ:
that they are differen®. 4.4 ° = uifferent roles. Important women in the B
wives and ’.FS"‘E:‘; .arf be argued that Mary is one of the most importa
because ot ’le“as Jesus’ mother, particularly in the Catholic and Orthc
not inferior to‘“men.

However, with different roles where the husband is in charge of the wife,
and women have equal status in the family. Liberal Christians are likely t
expect different roles of men and women are treating them unequally by
may believe that it is unfair to expect women to focus on motherhood anc
career, and to expect that men will take a lesser role in parenting and be
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On the other hand, some Christians h
women should not have different roles
disregard the teaching of St Paul in Ep!
originally a letter to a small group of
Christians several thousand years in th
claim that St Paul was just a human a
he believed may not have been what C
Indeed, there is no record in the Gospé
women should have different roles frot
Bible shows that he had a female follov
treated them kinc uch as the Sam
Greek wo” .. it i’_;.ﬂffﬂiarﬁ 7, with whom ot

% huclke 10:38-42, Jesus enc
chooses to listen to him teachin

Animage iothé}, with
Further, it can be argued that
the word for ‘helper’, in

Genesis 2, is also used on several occasions in the Old

Testament to describe God, and therefore if a wife is her

husband’s helper, this in no way makes her less important than

him; it would actually indicate that the role of helper is more ‘

important. Also, in Genesis 1, there is no mention of man being created b

both being created at the same time in the image of God. This does not

roles in the family, but that they are both equal.

‘So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created th
created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

Christians have also argued that biblical teaching must be understood in t!
written, and what may have been good teaching at the time, in a male-dor:
in the 21°' century, and no longer relevant. They claim that the core teachi
is loving to treat men and women equally, as having equal roles in the fam:
men and women equally, and if he sees them as no different (see Galatia
should not treat them differently either.

{ "...there is no longer male and female; for all of yorr.w o i Christ Jesus.” (:

1

Christians who do agree wit'.« &rr. »_rufes will respond that Bible quotes
equality do ngt mern ‘ 1.¢ and women should not have different ro
that all te:@U38& i1 .he Bible are there for a reason, and teachings about 5

o0

are not out\Zg@#®ate as they are from God.

Quick Questions

24. Explain two reasons why some Christians argue that men and wome
different roles in the family.
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Gender Prejudice and Discrimination

Gender prejudice is where someone thinks that women or men cannot
or are different in an inferior way because of their gender. Gender discri
prejudice is put into practice, and someone treats someone differently b
not allowing them to do certain things, or making them do certain thing
about gender often see women as inferior to men, and gender discrimin
women; however, it can also disadvantage men.

Women have been discriminated against for years — they could not vote
and often earn lower wages than men. in some cour*:,: ; they cannot get
equality has risen within the last hundred vee oy S_;.uj'.i:érfy women are st
discrimination. Most Christians feel " & . h wxamples of gender discri
agree with other types of ae=c'e’t ¢ wiination (see below).

h ion - treating someone differently or unfairly because of prej
% prejudice - a biased belief about someone or a group of people

Christian Gender Prejudice and Discrimination — Teaching an
It can be argued that some Christians are prejudiced based on
gender, and discriminate based on gender. It can be argued that
this is done by Christians who think there should be, and implement,
different gender roles in the family — they may expect wives to
submit to their husbands, and women to prioritise motherhood (see
the section above) — and by Christian denominations who will not
allow women to perform certain roles, such as becoming a priest in
the Catholic and Orthodox churches.

Such Christians and denominations may claim that the Bible provides reas:
performing different church roles; for example, Jesus’ closest twelve discip
other Bible quotes against women speaking in church and having author
Christians should discriminate in the same way they believe God does. Ho:
such treatment of women is not prejudiced, because prejudice implies th
reason; they believe it is justified by God.

...weonen should be silent in the churches T2 40 “ai . not permitted to <
subordinate, as the Int. « s¢ 27 .01 Corinthians 14:34 N

2

A?f,,.v.&.fc’I"I or to lve au thority over a man; she is t
(1 Timotly 2:12 NRSV)

Tpermit no o5 .
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Christian Responses to Christian Gender Prejudice and
Discrimination

Many Christians who feel women should be able to lead in church, and h
all the same opportunities as men, argue that Bible quotes which
discriminate against women were written in a very different time when
women were not educated, and therefore might not have been well-plac
as church leaders. They also argue that Jesus’ main disciples were men
because of the society he lived in — he also had female disciples and trea
them kindly, so the Church should not assume that women should not b
church leaders from this.

Christian Opeosition to Gender Prarsd e o J D:scrimmatlon
Teaching and Exameles =
As seen above, many Cri - @ ,:‘ilev'"ém‘that Jesus treated women well, an
approved comslivai * = _ent for men and women; dying to save everyone
seen in Ga 11{3 N3, some early Christians believed that God does not view
men and wowen differently, and many Christians believe this today. Galat
3 also provides one solution to the problem of teachings in the Old Testa
and women should be different, or that women are less important than m

disciplined people, but now that Jesus has brought salvation, people do n

‘Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law
revealed... But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disci
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
are one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:23, 25, 28 NRS

Examples of Christian opposition to gender prejudice and discrimination i
denomination the Quakers, who aim to treat men and women equally. Th
at Quaker meetings from the beginning of the movement (in the 1600s), giv
worship. Apart from arguments for female equality (see above), there are al
early church there were female leaders (such as Phoebe), and female apostl
the gender and apostleship of Junia are debated), therefore female leadersh

‘I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae..
Junia, my relatives wlio were in prison with me; they are prominent among t
in Christ before I'was.” (ROt’I’Z(lilSlﬁ.‘I, 7 NRSV)

Several other denominations have also Al e b  JGien to become vicars
allowing that women can perfcrz 4 < e roles as men on an equal fo
should not, or not not =~ + . “em to because of their gender. In the
been able ‘svllo - . ssts'since 1993, and bishops since 2014

Christians galso worked against gender prejudice and discrimination
church. Many Christians have worked to help the (female) victims of do
refuges. They have aimed to stop women being trafficked (moved) arou
by donating to existing charities, or working with charities; some Christia
inequality against women. Some Christians have also campaigned about
discrimination against women. This has become more common in recen
have political rights. A contemporary issue which Christian women have

Tampon Tax — whether women should have to pay taxes on necessary sa
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Gender Differences
Christians who think that men and women should have different roles mi
backs this up. They might try to argue that differences between men and
been designed to perform different roles.

However, those who disagree might argue that science and psychology s
psychological differences between men and women which they are born
between men and women can be explained environmentally; unequal so
expecting them to perform different roles.

Some Chyistians who think men and women should ». ¢ jual in the fami
have different roles as partners, may still arce s w _ren and women ar
the upbringing of small children — far ¢, - . »le, ‘hen cannot breast-feed,
may see it as the couple's 7= @by atey divide up parenting responsib
trying to take agqua' <5, sidity, they may expect a father to do his fair
as well as 'Lf 1tf ., even if not all tasks can be divided equally.

%égc.o(} &

Many Christians will note that while there may be some differences betw
should try to avoid making generalisations, or decisions based on genera
want something lifted, there may be a woman there who is stronger than
promote an equal society.

Many of the arguments about and positions on gender equality and gen
are relevant here.

Quick Questions

25. Outline three examples of religious gender discrimination.
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Summary of Religious Teachings on Relationships anc
21t Century |

¢ Marriage is important within Christianity for purposes such as procrei*
couple, having sex and because Christians believe that God intended
religious people may also see marriage as important, or they might nc
Some Christians disapprove of cohabitation, but others accept it as a ¢
no problem with it.

o Different Christians have different attitudes to sexual relationships.
relationships should take place within marrla"'\ -k fe others feel that
acceptable. Some Christians believe that 41, ,,.Jd'l acttv;ty should be ¢
creating new life. Most ChrlC+ STty QFOVG Of aduitery/extramar
Christian opmlons at‘f '

e  Most Christians feel that families are important because God wanted
procreate. They may feel that it is their duty to educate their childrer
faith), and that they should provide security and love for their childre:
enjoy raising a family. There are many different types of families, suchj
same-sex parents, extended and blended. '

e The local church and community may support the family in a numbe
providing family worship, educational classes, fun activities, rites of pa;
classes for parents, and family counselling. They may do this because
and because Jesus approved of children.

o Different Christians have different attitudes to contraception, family
births. Some Christians will not use any artificial contraception, feeli
be open to the possibility of new life — the Catholic encyclical, Huma:t
However, they might use the rhythm method as a way of limiting the
Others may be happy to use barrier methods or sterilisation. Some w
others may not if there is a chance that they could cause a miscarria
likely to be more open to contraception and abortion, though they m:
contraception types. Applying situation ethics we “d suggest that ug
planning are advisable - they are the mos* 'z st "‘_Qt"‘::h;;ices in many si

i

e  There are also different Ch (. 1 /Q.iidns on divorce and remarriag

allow divorce, bu?t i q. “n annulment in some circumstances. Th
*., Loy remarry those whose partners have died, or tho
®her Christians may allow divorce in limited circumstances
adultery,"as Jesus appeared to allow for divorce in this instance. So
allowing divorce for more reasons. Churches which allow divorce m
people to remarry. Non-religious people are likely to be more relaxec
remarriage. Applying situation ethics would suggest that many divo@'
allowed - this is the most loving thing to do. '
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Some Christians believe that men and women should have different re:
due to passages in Ephesians and at the start of Genesis. They may
equal before God, but the roles they think they should have are not
Christians believe that men and women should not have different role
find such teaching outdated, because they interpret biblical teaching
other passages in the Bible imply that God sees men and women equé
treat them differently.

Different Christians have different positions on gender prejudice an
Christians believe gender prejudice and discrimination are wrong, and
men and women to perform all the same roles. 7! - stians have also
towards gender equality and the end of » .z o i’_;,j}f":asé’d discriminatio
discriminate against women in sc...s "*-ys,uﬁéc'éyuse they believe the
same roles as men. For ¢ it ¢ .;‘:;,.ain'"eh cannot become priests in ¢

26. 'All sexual relationships outside of heterosexual marriage are wrong.
statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must give Christian teachin
points of view. Reach a conclusion which follows from your argument
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Arguments for the Existence of God

Answers

(I}ll:ﬁ:tl;:: Answer/Mark Scheme

1 ¢  That he is compassionate.
¢ That he is powerful.
¢+ That he is committed to keeping his promises.
4 That he is faithful.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3 . i

2 . ﬁ:_;s,:eéi‘led himself to be compassionate wh

* Christians believ !
and herj‘f; 0 “'*
Mooy ] (66d save Noah and his family, but he made a covenant

\ w. . out life on Earth with a flood.

.+om the flood.

# Christians believe that God revealed himself to be compassionate by
teach people how to live and die for humanity's sin.
¢ Christians believe that because of Jesus' sacrifice they are reconciled
have a relationship with him.

Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be re
it is supporting and to the question asked.

3 ¢ Moses' vision of the burning bush.
¢ The Transfiguration.
¢ Saul's vision on the road to Damascus.
Accept any relevant example
1 mark per point, maximum 3
4 ¢ A non-religious person might argue that visions do not prove the exi
because they are hallucinations.
If visions have a physical explanation then they do not prove the sup
A non-religious person might argue that visions do not prove the exi
because visions appear to confirm different religions.
+  If visions prove a true religion, then visions would only provide evide
religion. As visions conflict with each other, they cannot be used to p
of God because they appear to prove different (conflicting) things.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Eack.:/i: dlopment must be re
it is supporting and to the question aske<’ .
5 ¢  Christians can respond te : L:giolis argument that miracles ¢

explanations and ..o ﬁffaave the existence of God by claiming t
somethin ", . ok s cdl explanation does not mean that it was not

"¢ Christians can respond to the non-religious argument that miracles c
existence of God because some are silly by claiming that ‘silly’ miracl
miracles.

¢ They can say that just because some reported miracles are not real, t
that there are not genuine miracles.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be re
it is supporting and to the question asked.

GCSE Edexcel A Course Companion: Paper 3B: Philosophy and Ethics Page 67 of 73

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




Question
Number

Answer/Mark Scheme

6

Religious experiences pass, they are temporary.

Religious experiences cannot be fully described.

Religious experiences give people knowledge.

Religious experiences are not controllable.

Religious experiences involve a felt connection with the divine/God.

* & & ¢ o o

Religious experiences often make people feel happy / at peace.

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3

g
wRccept any relevant reason, any relevant development, and any relevant so

+  Religious experiences may be considered revelation because God or ¢
God is sometimes revealed visually.

Maoses saw the angel of the lord in a bwm “ 5h revealing God's g

Religious experiences may be ~on déi '4 melatson because God ma
through them.

+  Christians bet»
rehq D

L G Moses what he wanted him to do — 'So come, | will send yot
/ bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” {Exodus 3:10 NRSV)

th :'_gua-"?e"‘\'/eals his will, and also aspects of his nat
u\_és

and authority

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for
source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be re
it is supporting and to the question asked, as must the reference to a sourc
authority.

8 ¢  Prayer is important to Christians because it allows them to praise Goc¢
¢ Prayeris important to Christians because it allows them to confess th
ask for forgiveness.
¢ Prayeris important to God because it allows them to spend time with
their relationship with him.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
9 ¢ Prayer which Christians feel has been answered may lead to / reinforc
because they believe that answered prayer provides evidence for Goc
¢ They may feel that answered prayer could only have been answered
must exist.
¢ Prayer which Christians feel has been answered may lead to / reinforc
Christians feel that God has answered their prayer because he loves t
¢ They may take answered prayer as a sign that God is involved in their
looking out for them.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed-+:+/: (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited tv_ i Ea ! ;development must be re
it is supporting and to the quezt's. .
10 ¢  Evolution explai w2 ¢ - 4
+ ‘ i
Y '\ . "; i does not seem well-designed as there is evil and suffering.
EW’W‘ ot any relevant point
W05k per point, maximum 3
11 ¢ There is an unmoved mover (God) who caused change to begin.

3 There is a first cause (God) who started causes and effects.
¢  There is a necessary being who makes sure that all contingent things

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
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Question
Number

12 ¢  Christians may respond to the non-religious argument that the bi
cause, and so cosmological arguments do not provide evidence f
(needed as a first cause), by claiming that God may have caused t

Answer/Mark Scheme

¢ They may claim that there cannot be a physical cause for the star
and there would be no physical reason for conditions changing t

¢ Christians may respond to the non-religious argument that there
chain of causes and effects, and of change, going back forever, a
effects and change need causes now, this does not provide evide
God starting it, by claiming that God is more likely than infinite ¢
effects and change.

¢ They can claim that if there is not a spmtual unmoved mover and fi
having a start of chains of causes and ofea

Accept any relevant reason, and tny elé o ,;.:Levelopment

1 mark per simple poinf. 200 o er ueveloped point (maximum 4)
One developmeat zan n _vuilrédited twice. Each development must b
itissupr A g Pulg he question asked.

. ..res of a Christian upbringing such as reading the Bible and
“festivals may lead to a belief in God if such features interest a chil

If children are interested in the Christian faith and enjoy activities
they may feel that belief in God is a positive thing, which they de

¢ Features of a Christian upbringing such as being baptised and ta
may lead to a belief in God, if children feel that this is what is exp

¢ They may find that it is natural to believe in God, because others
teach them that it is a good thing.

Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must b
it is supporting and to the question asked.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

14 You must fulfil the criteria for connections AND judgements to get top
Connections Judgements
A few shallow connections between Points not well-supported a
material relevant to question. Very conclusion does not follow
narrow understanding of religion. arguments.
Many shallow connections between Some attempt at supportin
material relevant to question. Narrow argument and evaluation, t
understanding of religion. conclusion does not fully fo
Good reasoning and different Most points are well-suppo
viewpoints considered. Partially with reasonable evaluation,
answers question. Good understanding | to a conclusion which is son
of religion. supported.
Good critical reasoning and different All points are well-supporte
viewpoints considered. Fully answers com:r hensive evaluation |

fﬁ::clusion which is fully

question. Consistently good gt
ssapported.

understanding of religion.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

+  Points and Justi€ . %fh Points and Just

& ltseer. = ' wereis a God because ¢ Itismore
T Ny ‘ieeded to cause existence to come was caus
Lo Demg St Thomas Aquinas argued this in life devel
 his Second Way. evolution
Everything else has a cause and it would be ¢ ltis possi |9
very unlikely that the laws of nature were effects do
broken and causes and effects continue back cannot pr 09
forever with no first cause. ¢ Just need Ed .
+  If God is spiritual and not material, this not provi ucation
explains why God does not need a physical this does

first cause too. caused G

Accept any relevant point or justification.
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Religious Teachings on Relationshiprs and Families in

Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number
15 ¢+ ltisa gift from God.
. It is a sacrament.
+ It allows them to have sex.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
16 . Many Christians believe that a purpose of marriage is to procreate a

+  This is taught in the book of Genesis, and Cathoiics feel that all marri
aim to procreate and all sexual acts should ! ‘en to the possibilit

Je 15 to symbolise the n

¢+ Many Christians feel that a purnos i 1a ,
God and the Church. 4

13 For some this i

purpos il
ot

2

(o

Ay fe"hdéband is more important than the w
. 4uthority over her.

*_sant reason, and any relevant development

k per simple point, 2 marks per developed point {maximum 4)
,_.,.,m"development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be r
it is supporting and to the question asked.

17 ¢ Many Christians feel that premarital sex is wrong, as Jesus taught th
when a man and woman would be physically joined.
¢ Many churches back this up — the Catholic Church teaches firmly aga
marriage.
¢  Christians disagree with adultery because it is often painful for the p
cheated on, and because it breaks the sacrament of marriage.
¢ Adultery is forbidden in the Ten Commandments.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be r:
it is supporting and to the question asked.
18 ¢ Some Christians oppose homosexuality because homosexuality is co

Bible.

3 ‘You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.’
NRSV)

+  Not only is homosexuality forbidden, but many Christians feel that ¢
marry, and the Bible says that marriage is between a man and a wom

#  Other Christians do not oppose homosexuality. They feel that teach
homosexuality in the Old Testament is out-dated.

. Further, they believe that Jesus' teachings mean that everyone shoul
love and respect and not judged, as everyone sms so homosexuals
treated badly or differently. '

¢ 'Orhow can you say to your neigh’ = ‘L \ ne- Lake the speck out
the log is in your own eyo" gk e NRSV}

Accept any relevant re; o uant development, and any relevant s
and authont\ F

|tV|s supportmg and to the question asked, as must the reference to a sour
authority.
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Question

Answer/Mark Scheme

Number
19 Some Christians will admire the single parent in a single-parent f
They will feel that looking after children on one’s own is a really h
a lot of love and dedication, which are good traits.
¢ Some Christians will disapprove of single-parent families if they h
divorce or casual sex.
¢ They may feel that people should only have sex with their marria
they intend to spend their whole life, and should not have childre
relationships.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed pnint {(maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twir: {ievelopment must b
it is supporting and to the questmi ie: ’
20

+ The local church cep
for chlldrm,

e auM,\jrt famlhes by providing family

i parents are able to worship with their children, a
! * i can learn about Christianity in an age- appropriate way.

The Iocal church can help to support families by providing couns
parents with young children.

¢ These can provide parents with moral and practical support to m
easier.

Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must b
it is supporting and to the question asked.

21

+  Some Christians such as Catholics oppose artificial contraception
that all sexual acts should be open to the possibility of new life.

¢ They believe this because God commanded humans to be fruitful
Genesis, and the Catholic Church has also produced official teach
artificially prevent pregnancy.

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 NRSV)

“every action which, whether in anticipation of the conjugal act,
accomplishment, or in the development of its natural consequen
as an end or as a means, to render procreation impossible” is intr
Catechism 2370, quoting Humanae Vitae)

. Some Christians, such as Catholics, oppose artificial contraceptio
it goes against natural law.

¢ They feel that God has designed nature to show what is right and
because sex is naturally likely to produce children, nothing artifici
try to stop this.

Accept any relevant reason, any relevant development and any relevan

and authority

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per .. -@'; 3 Ant \maximum 4), 1 mar|
source of wisdom and authori’ 1 e
One development e+ « - e :med twice. Each development must b

itis suppor’r ,_wquestlon asked, as must the referenceto a s
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Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number
22 . Some Christians allow contraception and family planning becaus
expressly forbidding them in the Bible.
¢ They feel that as God has not forbidden it, they should be free t
that sex was given for pleasure as well as procreation.
. Some Christians allow contraception and family planning becaus
best for the health, security and happiness of parents and childrer;
¢ They feel that the health of women is improved if they can have
children will be better supported if parents can have fewer, and
convenient times.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per develope~!:- jint (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited/* e 1ch Jevelopment must
it is supporting and to the aue fi n . k- noo” -
23 +  Adultery. o
¢ Desarimtl 557

o ilavuse.

B\-copt any relevant point
¥ mark per point, maximum 3

24 “ +  Some Christians argue that men and women should have differe
because of teaching in the New Testament letters.

. For example, St Paul taught that the husband should be the hea
authority over her.

. Some Christians argue that men and women should have differe
because of biblical teaching about Adam and Eve.

¢ They argue that God made Eve as a 'helper’ for Adam, so wome
help men, and that women should not lead their husbands, beca
to eat the forbidden fruit was what made God throw them out of §

Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must

it is supporting and to the question asked.

25 ¢  Women cannot become priests in the Catholic Church.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

¢ Some Christians expect wives to submit to their husband’s autho

¢ Some Christians expect women to prioritise motherhood and see §
home (while men should work).

Accept any relevant point

1 mark per point, maximum 3
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Question
Number

Answer/Mark Scheme

26

You must fulfil the criteria for connections AND judgements to get top m

Connections

Judgements

A few shallow connections between
material relevant to question. Very

narrow understanding of religion.

Points not well-supported and
conclusion does not follow fro
arguments.

Many shallow connections between
material relevant to question. Narrow

understanding of religion.

Some attempt at supporting
argument and evaluation, thou
conclusion does not fully follo

Good reasoning and different
viewpaoints considered. Partially
answers question. Good
understanding of religion.

Good critical reasoning 274 ity <
sswers comprehensive evaluation lead

Most points are well-supporte
with reas=nable evaluation, lea
#-.= A ision which is somew
e sutted,

A_II points are well-supported w

to a conclusion which is fully
supported.

and Justification For:

couples to have sex within.

God instituted marriage for heterosexual | ¢

Points and Justification
Jesus never said
against homosex

¢ Jesus implied that sex should take place Sex.

within heterosexual marriage.

The Catholic Church believes that all sex
should be open to the possibility of
procreation and homosexual sex is not;
and it may not be a good idea to have
children outside of marriage, as this is a
less stable environment for them.

The Bible teaches against sexual
immorality, and sexual relationships
outside of heterosexual marriage may be
believed to be sexually immoral.

Teaching against
Bible is outdated
Jesus taught to t
would like to be
others, and sayin
relationships are
people well / lov

Jesus taught not
is wrong to make
Some liberal Pro
couples have sex

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

married, this may
know if they wan
forever before ge
meaning people
more seriously /

divorce.
Accept any relevant point or justification.
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