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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching
of Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies B. It includes material on Christian
Beliefs and Living the Christian Life — half the content for Paper 1,
Paper 2 or Paper 3 when studied from a Christian perspective. (Note:
you cannot sit more than one paper on the same religion.) Questions
and activities are included to test knowledge and ability, and to help
students to engage with the topics.

The information is comprehensive, and images hr ¢ + il 1strate concept
Qur'an) quotes are included to help stiia -+ s ffé-;,maéfétand the material
subjects. A brief introduction te % ¢ ‘5. and answering exam questio
start, and answers/a m-4 - . ..~ dre included at the end.
-

This cours¢ ;ar’i’ion can be used in full as an alternative or compleme
or for indep€ndent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a
classroom activity or homework.

This specification covers a particularly broad range, in terms of time peri 5
aspects of a Christian’s faith and Christianity’s impact on their lives. This sh
and develop their thinking, enabling them to approach issues from differ

Where students need to know contrasting religious views on specific top
several other religions.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in suffi
oversimplification, while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too ¢
have tried to present all views in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully this resource will encourage students in their learning and hel
exams. It should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bu
want to teach to their class.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free u
to this resource or other Religious Studies resources you
purchased, and details of any promotions for you

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teach
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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(ntroduction to the Course and How to Ans

This course aims to cover many aspects of Christianity and to assess your un
of material covers several subject areas: what Christians believe, and why; an
life, including which practices Christians may take part in. There will be refere
aspects of Christianity to Christians, and to different points of view from with
included throughout to show how the Bible informs Christian belief and prac
and worship also contain views from other religions so that you can compar
Christianity in your exam. The sections covered here (Christian Beliefs and Liv
sections 1 and 3 in your exam.

This course companion is designed to equip you with the information you n
knowledge and ability to answer related questlons No* ‘. e questions and
exam-style, but those which are should be answ. . 7 V,_artlcufar ways.

The exam board will ask youto give =~ 7 e - L nd statements as well as
asking you to ‘explain” and '@ .. @'k &g ‘and opinions. When
answering all guestin=s * ©. 4 ,ftant to try to use technical terms where
possible an '11 ite - <., USIng a style that is easy to follow and using
correct spel Yetegdid grammar. More or less writing will be required,
depending ori the number of marks. Try to spend as little time on the

shorter questions as possible, to allow yourself more time for longer ones.

For each of the four sections you answer in the exam you will get a 3-mark,
4-mark, 5-mark and 12-mark question — a few extra marks are given for N\
spelling, punctuation and grammar — and also terminology — based on the
12-mark questions in sections 1 (Christian Beliefs) and 3 (Living the Christian
Life) — coincidentally the two sections covered here! A

For the 3-mark question you will be asked to ‘stat
or ‘outline three’ examples. For ‘state’ questions, y
give three one-word answers, and for ‘outline’ que
you can give three one-sentence answers. You will
one mark for each point up to a maximum of three

Hopefully this resource will be
interesting, informative, and
help you to achieve

good results.

For the 4-mark question you will be asked to ‘explain’ two reasons or ways; often
which something is important. You need to give two different points, and, to get
or justify both; for example, with a quote or other evidence. So you can think of it
and a mark for developing each point. This should show that you understand info
to recall it. The developments must be relevant to the point they are justifying an
will not get full marks if you use the same justification for both points you give in

Alternatively: you may be asked to describe two differences between Christiani
only in questions about the afterlife or worship. You must refer to Christianity a
religion {use the same religion for both differences). Ye:: = ' get a mark for ma
Christianity, and a mark for contrasting this poi"* % Wi ot or religion, and you
two points about Chrlstlanlty, and cor\’rr +hac [ Gidifferent way) with your ot

The 5-mark question ‘< i «o'the 4-mark question, but you could be aske
reasons Ol :

marking gives you credit for every point/development you make.

The 12-mark question is the longest, and there is a little more to remember. You will n
means giving arguments and justifications for and against the statement (so agreeing
alternative point of view). Make sure you have good reasons for all the points you make
also need to come to a conclusion; picking the most convincing side of the argument (b
given!) and saying why you think this is the case. You need to refer to Christian teachin
on Christianity (not on other religions or from non-religious points of view). If specified,
Christian points of view — this could be specified on any of the 12-mark questions, but is

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 2 of 73
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Christian Beliefs

A key part of any religion is its beliefs and teachings.
These are particularly important within Christianity,
especially mainstream branches, compared to many other
world religions (such as Islam, Judaism and Buddhism)
which can be seen to be more practice-focused. Teachings
can come from interpretations of the Bible, Old loving and pe¢
Testament and New Testament; from the Church, often '
expressed in Creeds; and from theologians and
philosophers who have sought to answer difficult oy 1 ns about religio
different Church denominations, have dn‘felf n . °' 2.3, dependlng on h
on which teachings they accept

.

.

. denommatlon - a particular branch within a retigion, e.g. Catholicism, Ang
¢ New Testament — section of the Bible concerning the life of Jesus and his ¢
+ Old Testament — section of the Bible concerning the time before the birt
+ theologian — someone who studies religion and God

The Trinity

The Trinity is a concept within Christianity which refers to the belief that t
being and three persons at the same time. The three persons are God the |
the Holy Spirit. However, there is unity within God — there are not three sep
confusing, and it has caused much controversy and debate within Christi
in the Trinity, but most do.

Keywords:

Ascension — when Jesus was raised up into heaven after his resurrection
baptism — here, immersion in water to symbolise spiritual cleansing
disciples — followers, here of Jesus, often referring to his closest twelve maE
divine — godly, above humanity
gospel — means ‘good news’; the four books at the start of the New Testa
idolatry — worshipping something other than God, v_"{ "+ 1is forbidden in
ministry — here, Jesus’ work of teaching anc' .z i )

Pentecost — when the Holy Spirit do7c - '-,e\ 24 e dnsaples after Jesus’ as
prayer — communication w/ F 1

prophets - people Tk 16 God and/or can predict the future

o 9 back to life after dying; Christians betieve Jesus w.
ing that separates people from God going against God'’s wil

L }‘

L ZBR 2R JEE SR SR JEE JER 2ER 2R JEE JER SR SN 2

Trinity the concept that God is one being, but three persons
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Nature and significance of the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene Cre
Because Christians in the early Church were not sure .
exactly how to describe the Trinity, there were different

opinions. One priest called Arius, for example, did not ;?ehZ?r;g:n
think that Jesus was God. However, a bishop called is male, b
Athanasius argued that he was. Different people and gendere
groups had varying ideas. The Emperor Constantine was gender a
fed up with the disputes and called a Church council (a society. Al
meeting of Christian figures of authority) in 325 CE to says that b

decide the matter — this was the first Council of Nicaea | inGod'sim
(named after the place where it was held). The Nwan :
Creed was not actually completed unt;l the fir st > Al
of Constantinople in 381 Cg, but b+t =1 , Las decided that God was on
he contained three differe; - !sm 5 this granted Jesus full divine statu

The Creed T‘l‘fog  / L"‘ nalfs what Christians believe about the three Perso
statementsCia®: Jesus' life, and other Christian beliefs about the Church

About God (and his nature), the Nicene Creed states that:

¢ Godis one.

¢ God the Father made the world and everything else.

¢ Jesus is also God, and everything was created by him / with his help,

¢ Jesus came to Earth as a human, born of the Holy Spirit and his mothe

¢ Jesus died, rose, and ascended to heaven.

¢ Jesus will come at the end of time to judge humanity (those alive an

¢ The Holy Spirit gives life and has influenced prophets.

The Emperor Charlemagne, alive in the eighth and ninth St. Aug

centuries, made an addition to the Nicene Creed, based on theolo

theology from St. Augustine. Previously, the Creed had and fifth

claimed that the Holy Spirit ‘proceeds from the Father’, but the mid

this was changed to ‘the Father and the Son’. The Orthodox and w

Church disagreed with this alteration, because they saw no were ve
. e : . doctrin

reason for it, and this is one of the reasons for their split Chri

from the Catholic Church.

Some Christians think different Persons of the Trinity have different impo
more important than the Spirit. Others see no reasor *. this belief and v

The Creed says different things about *»y - ffe .at
Persons of the Trinity, but tmc s ney are one
God The Creed shcw\. G A .nmty has been an

e «istian belief for a long time.

Significanc! @; Tnmty and the way the Trinity is

expressed in the Nicene Creed includes:

+ Christians believe that God wanted to save them,
and that his plan has been in place for a long time
(indicated by the belief that Jesus has existed since
creation and that the Holy Spirit has spoken through prophets, includ

+ Christians see the different Persons of God in different ways — they p

Son

v http./anglicansonline.org/basics/nicene. hitm/
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Nature and significance of the oneness of God

As stated above, Christians believe in one God, not three gods. So God's

is significant for a number of reasons:

¢+ The God of the Jewish people in the Old Testament is one God. Chr
worshipping the same God, not a different God.

[ ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.” (Deuter

+ Christians are expected to worship only one God, and worship of an
idolatry (worshipping a false god) and this is fOIbldden intheOld T
Commandments.

"You shall not make for yourself '~ - R Jtnerin the form of anythi
or that is on the earth be Sih o oaatisin the water under the earth.
acor worship them...” (Exodus 20:4-5 NRS

119‘3 S the Son) is the same being as God the Father, then all h

(a0

should € followed.

Nature and significance of each of the persons individually

There is biblical support for different persons of God the Trinity.

+ Genesis, the first book of the Bible, refers to both ‘God’ and ‘the spir
God’ (Genesis 1:1-2 NRSV).

+ In the New Testament Jesus addresses the creator God, who was
worshipped by the Jews, as ‘Father’ (e.g. Matthew 5:16 NRSV).

¢ Jesus was referred to in the Gospels as the ‘Son of God’ (e.g. Mark 1
NRSV), sent from the Father, and when early Christians worshipped
as God they distinguished him from God the Father in this way.

+ At Pentecost, the early disciples received the Holy Spirit, sent by Je
which is said to have descended on them like flames (Acts 2). The H
Spirit is thought to guide and inspire Christians.

The Father
As shown in the Nicene Creed, God the Father is believed to be the creat
the world, and to have sent Jesus (the Son) to save humanity. He is signif
because he decided to create humanity and also to save it — without him
Christians believe they would not be here, and would not have a hope of
heaven. The Father is seen as powerful, and the God ‘was in contact

Old Testament.

11

““swepl over the face of the waters.’ (Genesis 1:1-2

The Son
As shown in the Nicene Creed, Jesus is believed to be the Son of God (a
believed to have existed before Creation, and to have come to Earth to s
for Christians, because they believe that it is through him that they have
relationship with God, and go to heaven after death.

[ ‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living Go

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 5 of 73
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The Spirit

The Holy Spirit is often seen to be the Person of God who
communicates with people in the everyday — he has spoken
through prophets, and, as promised by Jesus, was sent to the
disciples after Jesus' death (this event is known and celebrated
as Pentecost) so that God would be present with humanity.
Some Christians say that he lives in their hearts. He is significant
to Christians as he is the Person of God who they can
continually experience.

‘Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among ‘tl’lf"Z ind a tongue restec
them were filled with the Holy Spiritar .t ©
the b e (Ac

'tq 2:3-4 NRSV)

All the Persons Irc' », y - Together
One good 'LL ble 11 (he Bible where all the different Persons of God are ‘
(see Matth XG5 3-17). Jesus begins his ministry by being baptised, and
approval of Jesus as the Holy Spirit descends to be with Jesus.

“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the wat
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a d
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with w
(Matthew 13:16-17 NRSV)

How this is reflected in Christian worship and belief today

¢ Most Christians believe in the Trinity.

+ Some Churches use creeds, such as the Nicene Creed, which expres
their beliefs about the Trinity, in worship.

+ Christians celebrate Trinity Sunday, the birth of Jesus at Christmas, h
death and resurrection at Easter, and the coming of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost.

+ Christians pray to Jesus as well as God the Father, and may pray to
God the Father ‘in Jesus’ name’.

+ Blessings can be, and baptisms are, given ‘in the name of the Fathe
the Son and the Holy Spirit’.

¢ Christians may feel that they experience the Holy Spirit acting in the
lives, and Pentecostal Christians put particula’. » g_..sa.ijance on the rol

Quick questions
1. State the three P2 L ;

_.,,_-...

e l’nmty

zeé'ébns why Christians believe in the Trinity.

w"
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The Creation of the Universe and of Humanity

Christianity, like many religions and world views, has a Creation story to e;
world; the creation of the universe and humanity. Christians believe that
entrusted it to humans.

Keywords:

Creation — the account of how the world and universe were made
doctrine — set teaching or belief

dominion - control over something

grace — what God grants to humans, which saves tb'
literal — something exact and factual 1 0 ‘jf
metaphorical - somethmg Wthh e ol

original sin — sin all humar ‘:“' _acause of the Fall

personal sin —sinc u i ot y’an individual

reas g Ll Apacxty for understanding and making decisions
savic ;meone who saves; Jesus came to save Christians from sin
sin — o nethmg that separates people from God, going against God's wil
stewardship - a state of managing resources in a responsible way
symbolic — something which represents something else

the Fall - the doctrine that humans lost God's grace when they disobeye
Word of God - Jesus; through which God'’s power is expressed, and his tea

L JER JEE JEE R SR JEE R 2N JEE 2N JEE 2R 2 2R 4

Svnopsis of biblical accounts of Creation, including the role of the W
The first book of the Bible, Genesis, gives two different
accounts of Creation.

Genesis 1 and the start of Genesis 2:

Before the creation of the world, there was nothing. But
God's Spirit moved, and God spoke, and things began to come into bein
present at Creation and played an important part. Over a period of six da
and the sky; land and plants; the sun, moon and stars; fish and birds; anim:
image. God gives the world to humans to look after, is pleased with his ¢
day.

-
“In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the e
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God (O
swept over the face of the v n ” (Genesis 1:1-2
“Then God said, “Let ﬂ“”l il "' / ;and there was light.” (Ger:
‘So God created huma:« ‘ s 1fnag,e, in the image of God he create
Lredted them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)
— .
Genesis

This dlffEIS o Genesns 1. There is more detail, and some things even happé¢
created before animals in this account. Furthermore, the creation of wom
she is created after the animals, out of one of man’s ribs. Man is commanc
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 7 of 73
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Genesis 3:
The serpent tempts the woman to eat the forbidden fruit. She protests th
to eat, and shares it with the man. They lose some sense of innocence, whi
that they are naked and hiding from God. God discovers that they have
casts them out of the Garden of Eden.

Note: Christianity shares the Creation account given in Genesis with Jud.
everything in the same way as Christians.

John 1: 1-18:
God's Word is with God at Creation, and God create~ ", v sugh him. It the
unrecognised, but grants humans God's grac’. rcl . 1s58ge supports Chrt
was embodied in the person ofJeC' Set o God ‘the Son pre-existed Jes
was God. It claims that th@ o Jorusy ‘was present at Creation, so exist
important in Creaticn 5 7, 1 feoent levels — he helped to create the physic
new begir 'LL br 2amans who want a relationship with God. Jesus is dest
because he %6“ God's teaching (his word) to Earth — this is significan
came from God, then it should be followed.

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through hin
thing came into being... And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (John

The accounts mention God (the Father), Jesus and the Holy Spirit, emphasi
in the Bible.

Divergent ways in which biblical ac
by Christians
Different Christians interpret the Crea
¢ Some believe that it is literally tr.
world within seven days, and that
people called Adam and Eve.
¢ Some believe that the Creation st
may be responsible for the Big B
process of evoliition, and that t
scientificii. ;txijrate Note: this ¢
The world, which Christians believe ' = us Untrue, but rather the
was created by God. et Une mterpretatron of creation |ec§
. "7 largely associated with St. Augu
was through humans taking and ¢
they fell from God's grace. Huma
from this, and need saving.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 8 of 73
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Importance of Creation for Christians today
Creation is important to different Christians today in different ways.

A literal interpretation may make it hard for Christians to trust scientific fir
Christians feel special, as humans are, on this interpretation, uniquely creat
image, not evolved from monkeys. Believing a literal account of Creation ¢
such an account emphasises God's power — if he was able to create everyt
literal interpretations are more of a modern phenomenon (developing witk
becoming popular around 100 years ago), rather than an older view displa

A more metaphorical interpretation will not conflict with Christians learnit
interpretations of the world, and Creation may be im~-.
scientific beliefs — if they believe that God cre- .« ‘e ¢ ‘ytving, but throug

Creation is important for many .ca & 5 pecause they believe that God

rule it, or have domipiz A

Qlessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multipl
ub - 1f and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the bir
livmgj thmg that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you e

upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you

(Genesis 1:28-29 NRSV)

Some Christians believe this means that the world is theirs, to exploit for
whatever they want, and control animals.

However, many Christians believe that dominion also comes with great res
God has made them stewards of his creation; people who manage it and I
reminds them that the world is God’s and they should care for it.

[ “Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s myste

The doctrine of the Fall has varied impact. Augustine felt that fallenness
of Adam and Eve were passed on through sex — this is called original sin
idea they may view sex negatively, and women may be seen as inferior to
Adam. Some Christians feel a greater need for a saviour, Jesus, because tt

Christians who do not agree with St. Augustine are less likely to
see sex or women negatively. For example, many see women as Chi
equal to men because Genesis 1:27 says that both men and prie
women were created in the image of God. While such Chr stians wrote
feel they need God to save them, they may be mo o~ it re about | seve
the human condition — St. Thomas Aqum“s th ‘uzendmans still 5
had their reason as a moral comn: « 50 7 2 2 Christians only believe :
in personal sin; disobedie: -, - ey aded mdrvzdually, so do not feel the adc
Christians viexgdhe C = 3. Seory pos&t;vely, if humans were once so close

draw close o UB ~yamn i Christians try to follow his teachings and try no
o

The account of Creation in John 1 is important because it reinforces to Christ
as has the Trinity, and that God cared enough about his creation to become ht

Quick questions

3. Explain two ways in which a Christian may interpret the Bible and its
account of Creation.

4. Explain two reasons why the Creation narratives may be important t
Christians today. Refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 9 of 73
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The [ncarnation

Most Christians have come to believe that Jesus is God, and so during hi
incarnate; or God in the flesh. Christians also believe that Jesus is the So
Trinity).

Keywords:

+ Incarnation - in Christianity, the belief that Jesus was God in the flesh

+ Jewish law — what the Jews followed in order to please God. Many Christ
by dying and rising, so that Christians do not have to follow it anymore

¢ miracle — in Christianity, something which appears *~ * done by God an
nature . &
¢  Transfiguration — when Jesus was > 2~ i, and began to shine, in fr

from heaven, and Moses ar &« . 7 jpeared

within Chnstzanlty.

+ Some early Christians claimed that Jesus was completely God
and merely appeared to be human.

+ Some Christians have claimed that Jesus was a divine being, but
not on the same level as God.

+ Some Christians have believed, and still believe today, that Jesus
was fully human, but had a special relationship with God. All
humans can be referred to as God'’s children, so ‘Son of God’
does not necessarily indicate divine status, but rather that Jesus
was a special human chosen by God to have a special
relationship with him.

¢ Mainstream Christianity teaches that Jesus was fully human and
fully God. Most Christians feel that Jesus’ human nature and
divine nature were both present all of, or most of, the time. When Je
other human, but he had the power of God. Some Christians believe tF:
completely aware of God'’s plan all of the time. Jesus, as the Son of G
member of the Trinity, as much God as God the Father.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

Importance and significance of the person of Jesus as the incarnate

incarnation for Christians today G

Jesus being the incarnate Son of God / the In an A at 5.1 isimportant to Chr

¢  This shows God cared about Chrisidin . ouyn to become a human and ¢

¢ This shows that Jesus h .t 5 (. ‘_,s..au*fhbrity and taught his will, and so
and practize fo < 5, f‘;

o This s{E¥Mna .56d has power — to become human, raise the dead,
establi %‘5" God has the power to grant life after death, meanin
forward to the afterlife.

+ It helps Christians to have a personal relationship with God, because
a relationship with them. Some Christians feel that by following Jesu
can come closer to God, and having an incarnated God makes it eas

+ Belief in the Incarnation has led many Christians to see Jesus as a fulfil
meaning that they no longer need to follow this for their sins to be
them from condemnation.
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¢ Belief in Jesus being God incarnate (or the only incarnation of God) i
views Jesus as a prophet, and some Hindus believe that Jesus was ong
particular god) among many. Therefore, belief in the Incarnation sets ¢
other religions and is one of their core beliefs.

Biblical basis for the teaching of the incarnation and Jesus as the So
The word ‘incarnation’ originates in Latin; as such, it does not occur in the
written in Greek). The belief in the Incarnation is not universally held, and
of the Gospel writers and other writers of the New Testament did not b
However, the New Testament can still be used to provide evidence for th

References to Jesus as God Incarnate: g
¢ John 1:1-18 claims that Jesu< ha e :,:l as' God since before Creatio:
incarnation of God ;

'L"f e gmmng was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
Whe Wmd became flesh and lived among us... Jesus Christ... (];

g g

+ 1 Timothy 3:16 claims that God was revealed as a human [as Jesus].

‘Without any doubt, the mystery of our religion is great: He (Or: God}
vindicated in spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among Gentiles, believec
taken up in glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16 NRSV)

References to Jesus as the Son of God:
+ At Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan, he received the Holy Spirit fro
was heard saying:

{ “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”” (M

+ At the Transfiguration, Jesus was changed, and ‘his face shone like
dazzling white’; again God was heard saying:

{ “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to hin

& Others also referred to him as the Son of God in the New Testament

‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, ﬂ* . 1 of the living Go

‘God is faithful; by him you were call2 . ¢ “gﬂ.::.',,__.i?llﬁ%&’shlp of his Son, Jesus C
¢ 1:9 NRSV}

Reference{ggisn

¢ Jesus !_Zmany people including the Centurion’s
servant, a leper, the woman with haemorrhages, a blind
man, and he raised Lazarus from the dead (Luke 7,
Matthew 8 and 9, John 9 and 11).

¢ Jesus performed other miracles, such as making five
loaves and two fish feed thousands, walking on water,
and calming a storm (Matthew 14, Mark 4).
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¢ Jesus claimed the authority to forgive sins and cast out demons, typ
which he backed up with his healing abilities (Mark 2 and 5, Matthe
¢ Even though he was killed, he was resurrected, confirming his powe
Mark 14-16, Luke 22-24, John 18-21).

Jesus’ Humanity
The Bible also references Jesus' human nature — he is reported to:
have eaten (e.g. Mark 3)

have felt tired (e.g. John 4) and slept (e.g. Mark 4)

have cried when his friend died (John 11:35)

have suffered leading up to his death (e.g. Luke =5, and

he died a painful death on the cross (e.0 . Naw m N7

* & 6 o o

Christians do not believe th - $sit._Leing the incarnation of God made
Christians alsggise ' 1. . tianity to explain times in the Gospels where
i\ ure only God and not human, then this might not ma

;060

Significance of the biblical basis for the incarnation and Jesus as t

today

+ Christians have a source, which they trust, which can be used as evidenc
and Jesus being the Son of God.

+ Christians can make a case that belief in the Incarnation and belief t
were around early on in Christianity, and were not developed centur

Quick questions

5. Outline three reasons why belief in the Incarnation may be importa
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The Last Days of Jesus’ Life

The belief that Jesus died and was raised from the dead is of central imp
events surrounding Jesus' death are often referred to as his ‘Passion’, be
from the Greek word for suffering. Jesus’ Passion is remembered especia
it is crucial to the whole religion.

Keywords:

+ baptism — here, a sacrament which involves being ancinted with, orimm
new fife in Jesus

blasphemy - offence to God (saying or doing som~:!
covenant — a promise between people and Lo ©
Crucifixion — when Jesus was put*. = 1 ciod Cros
Eucharist — sacrament whir it 1 _sharing bread and wine in rememb
Last Supper — Jec': A i “~ufation of the Jewish Passover with his discipl

. J against God)

* & & 6 o o

¢ Passio™Z referring to the events surrounding the suffering and death of

+ Passover — an important Jewish festival celebrating God’s deliverance of
first-born, and slavery in Egypt

+ Sabbath - the Jewish holy day

+ sacrament - a particularly important worship practice which has even hig
such as the Catholic and Orthodox Churches

+ Temple - the Jewish holy building in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus, whic

Synopsis of biblical accounts (Luke 22-24)
The Gospel accounts do not a//agree on al/the details of Jesus’ Passion
occur in some gospels and not others. This synopsis gives the details of
(Luke 22-24), while also providing some extra details from the other thre
considerably.

The Last Supper:

The Last Supper was when Jesus celebrated the Jewish Passover
with his closest disciples; twelve male followers. Passover
celebrates when God liberated the Jewish people from the land
of Egypt. Jesus tells his disciples that he will not drink wine again
until he is in God's Kingdom. He takes bread, and tells them that
itis his body, telling them to eat it, and to do this in - =, ory of him.

[ ‘This is my body, which is ei* ... vouw Do this in remembrance of o

LTS hlS blood.

‘cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood

This sharing of bread and wine is reflected in the Christian practice of the E‘:
Sacraments).
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At the meal, Jesus tells the disciples that he will be betrayed and that his
discuss who will do this.

There is also a debate about who will be greatest among the disciples. Jest
great, the disciples must serve others. Jesus predicts that Peter will deny hi
not. Jesus tells his disciples that in the future, when they set out preachin
had previously sent them taking nothing with them).

“Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he

to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in re

did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cun # at is poured out f
blood.”” (11 L&, .1t :20 NRSV)

secrayal and Arrest:

Judas agrees to betray Jesus to the
Supper, and they promise him mon
a place called the Mount of Olives, a
pray. He prays to God not to have to.
wakes the disciples who he wanted tc

Jesus was betrayed for money.

Judas and a crowd come to arrest Jesus. Judas goes to kiss Jesus to
indicate who he is (a kiss was a common greeting), but Jesus asks if he w
betray him in this way. His disciples attempt to defend him, and one cuts
off a slave’s ear; however, Jesus stops them and heals the ear. He rebuke
the crowd for arresting him at night, not when he publically teaches in th
Temple in the day. He is arrested and taken to the high priest. When Pete!
follows Jesus he is recognised, but denies Jesus three times as Jesus had
predicted.

“While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called
was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him,
you are betraying the Son of Man?”’” (Luke 22:47-48 I

Trial:

Jesus is mocked and tried before the Jewish Council. Jesus prophesies a
disputes with the elders and they condemn him. The - & ¥s take Jesus to
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, because né = .sish leaders do not ha:

the authority to condemn Jesus t~ .« 4t . -..ate questions Jesus but does

not want to punish him 1-% . ;:pel"'i’s/ the only account in which Pilate
sends Jesus ggain * . (because Jesus is from Galilee, which Herod rule

280 jesus will not talk to him. Pressured by the Jewish au
@< to death, and releases another prisoner for the Jewish pec
Jesus and let him go. :

“Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered :
said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accus
(Luke 23:3-4 NRSV)
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Crucifixion:
In Luke's Gospel the soldiers make a traveller called Simon of Cyrene car
Jesus’ cross to the Crucifixion and on the way to his crucifixion, Jesus tal
to the crowd, telling them not to weep for him, but for themselves, as dark
times are coming.

Jesus is crucified between two other criminals, and the soldiers gamble f
Jesus’ clothing. Jesus is mocked — taunted and told to save himself. In

Luke's Gospel he talks to the criminals either side of him on other crosse
to remember him, Jesus tells him that he will be with him, that day, in he

“Two others also, who were Crxrmna‘ Swre ) daw ay to be put to de¢
they came to the place thatiscall..l (S, theV crucified Jesus there *
his right and one on his left .. . {'j s scnd Father, forgwe them, for th

Jesus dies. When Jesus dies, the curtain in the Temple is ripped in two

Jesus’ body is given to one of his followers, Joseph of Arimathea, to bury
The Jews did not want bodies left on the crosses, as it was the day of
preparation for the Passover.

Resurrection:
Jesus died on the Friday, and the Sabbath (Saturday) the next day was kep
as a day of rest. Consequently, the women who followed Jesus could not ¢
to prepare his body until the Sunday morning. The resurrection story vari
greatly between the different gospels, so here are synopsise of all four
versions (in the order they appear in the Bible).
+ In Matthew's Gospel, an angel appears to the women and tells them
that Jesus has been raised, and then Jesus appears to his disciples
when the women have told them to come and see.

+ In Mark’s Gospel, a man (often presumed to be an
angel) is sitting in the open tomb and tells the woman
that Jesus has been raised. In the longer ending of this
Gospel, Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene and fh v
to his disciples. .

¢ Inluke’s Gospel two mer ot 2 esumed to be

angels) appear b e ‘and tell them that Jesus

i . o }eﬁ ‘are scared and tell the disciples.
The di gzl ) do not want to believe them, though Peter goes to inves
appears "to two of his followers on a journey, though they do not reali:
down to eat. He also appears to Simon Peter and his other disciples,
and teaching them. He tells them to wait in Jerusalem [for the Holy
good news about him.

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus does not emphasise that he is commanding hi¢
other gospels, this is highlighted more and Jesus commands his disc
to baptise followers (see the section on Sacraments).
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‘While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in
beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to th
to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is
(Luke 24:4-5 NRSV)

‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the d
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name t
Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:46-47 NRSV)

+ InJohn's Gospel, Mary Magdalene finds the empty tomb and alerts sc
two angels sitting in the tomb, and then she sees Jesus. Then Jesus ap
the disciple Thomas, and then again when Thoma<‘ ‘present. Thomas
Thomas' because he would not believe tb 15 ,f‘had risen until he sa
appears to his disciples againwb-.., 1 a flshmg

Ascension: G
In Luke's (@R t account of the Ascension is very short — Jesus bless
heaven an(ge

@ worship him.

‘While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was ca
(Luke 24:51 NRSV)

Significance of these events to understanding the person of Jesus Cl
Christians believe that the purpose of Jesus’ life was so that he could
teach God'’s will, and then die as a sacrifice to save humans from their
sin. Christians believe that Jesus' life and death formed a new covenant,
a promise between God and humankind. Jesus replaced the old
covenant of the Jewish law, so that Christians no longer needed to
follow this, but could instead be saved through Jesus.

Different aspects of Jesus' last days also have particular significance for C
person of Jesus Christ.

Aspect of
Jesus’ last days
Jesus died at For Christians, Jesus became the Passover lamb. The Je
the time of the | Passover to remember when they had marked their dc
Passover they were saved from the plague of death in Egypt, a ‘
festival from the Egyptians. Now, for C5 i 1s, Jesus was th
Jesus washed -
his disciples’

Significance

Jesus showed hur ™ nu sérvanthood; he was not a
others ey r : L, ‘This shows that Jesus, and the CI

feet

Jesus aiv o \.hnstlan denominations remember Jesus’ sacn%
disci Eges \ 6&3{ "through the sacrament of the Eucharist; sharing breat
and \F/)vme . of Jesus giving his life to save them from their sin —J

because of his sacrifice. :
Jesus praying This shows Jesus’ human side — Jesus was afraid, and di
before his arrest | However, he was willing to overcome this to follow Goc
Jesus deliberately said things to the Jews which would g
trying to acquit himself. He did not appeal to Pilate to 1
was in control and wanted to follow God's plan — he

Jesus at his
trials
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Aspect of

Jesus’ last days Significance

Many Christians believe that various aspects of Jesus' last days correspond to Old
Testament prophesy. Some believe that he is the ‘suffering servant’ mentioned in
Isaiah 53. Some believe that Judas’ betrayal and soldiers gambling for Jesus’
clothing both correspond with prophesies, and that Jesus being mocked was also
foretold (among other things). If Jesus fulfilled prophesy, this shows that sending
Jesus to redeem humankind had been part of God's plan for a long time. (Note:
Jews do not believe these prophesies were fulfilled, and do not believe that all are
prophesies in the first place.)

When Jesus had spoken about destroying the Temple and rebuilding it (he does this
in his trial in front of the Jewish Council in some gospels), the Jews had assumed he
meant the Temple in Jerusalem where they worshipped. After his death it was
interpreted that he meant himself; that God dwelt within him. Especially when the
Jewish Temple was destroyed, less than 50 years after Jesus’ death, Christians saw
Jesus as replacing the physical Temple — that they should worship God through
Jesus, not through animal sacrifices, when Jesus was the final sacrifice.

The Temple curtain separated the Holy of Holies (the part of the Temple where God
was supposed to dwell) from the rest of the Temple. The tearing of the curtain was
seen to symbolise that Jesus’ death had removed the barrier between people and God.

Christians believe that Jesus overcame sin and death.

Pause for thought: @
What do you think would have happened if

Jesus’ disciples did not believe that he had risen from

AdOD NOILDO3dSNI

the dead?
things Jesus told his disciples at the Last Supper. (3 marks) @
asons why Jesus’ last days/death may be significant to Christians. (4 marks)
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The Nature and Significance of Salvation and the Role of (

Christians have complex and varying beliefs about salvation and atoneme

Keywords:

+ atonement — making up for something; in Christianity, Jesus achieving sa
paying a price

+ free will — the ability to choose what to do ‘

predestination - the idea that God has chosen who will be saved in advan:

+ salvation — being saved, having been saved; in Christianity, Jesus brough

*

Salvation refers to the view within 7' i1: ty (Rat Chnstlans have been 55
death and resurrection, fror o= a j .lrlrs consequences

X

Christians
(death). HoXa
have a felatsonshlp with God, a clean slate. Also, when they die, this will be
on with God in heaven. So salvation is significant because it offers Christiat
opportunities and cancels their debt of sin — God forgives them.

‘For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life i
(Romans 6:23 NRSV)

Jesus' role in salvation is that he brought humans salvation — without him
chance at a relationship with God. In John 3:10-21, Jesus explains to a mar:
come from heaven, so that those who believe in him can have eternal life (
those who believe will be saved, but those who do not believe will not be

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyo:
may not perish but may have eternal life.”” (John 3:1

Christians, from the beginning of Christianity, have taught that salvation c¢
disciple Peter proclaimed this in Acts 4:8-12 — that everyone must be save

"“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heax
by which we must be sex~ ' " (Acts 4:12 NRSV}

Some people wonder why Jesuc b, ¢ 2 i © end this separation betwe

could click his fingers a~¢'- - Y werything ok if he wanted to? One Chri

both just g A

However, ercn‘ul and wants to forgive. The solution: he accepts th
%éut, E:

can forgive umanity. This is like paying a debt for a friend — the debt nee

instead of them.
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Extension - Different ideas about salvation
Christians accept that there is salvation because Jesus died and rose again. H
about who can receive salvation, and how.

One view which some Christians, such as St. Augustine, hold is that salvation
and that God has predestined who to save; chosen them at the beginning o
sinned, they have no right to salvation, and God has not chosen to save eve
means that humans do not have to worry about being perfect, because God d
individual has done.

A second view held by some Christians is that humans have free will to choo
accept what Jesus has done for them, and that salvation is down to the indi
grace and follow Jesus. This seems positive because =.>. e : automatically e
pressure on Chist ane - oelieve and live good |

How to remember this?

Some people liken the first view of salvation,
through predestination (being chosen by God),
to a cat. Cats pick their young up by the neck to

carry them.

Some people liken the second view of salvation,
where the human must reach out to God, to a
monkey. Baby monkeys must grab onto their

mothers to be carried.

Nature and significance of atonement within Christianity and its lin
Atonement refers to Aow Jesus achieved salvation, and how he redeeme
for (or atoned for) their sins, so saved them from the consequences.

Atonement is a significant concept because it explains how it was possibl
for God to pay humans’ debt himself and heal the rift between God and
for humans’ sins, he could not have brought them salvation.

Extension — Different ideas about atonemen

There are different ideas about how Jesus managed to atone for sin and save
coutd pay the price to redeem humans because he ‘v « a man, but he was a
because he was divine. Some think Jesus ac’ re\,f‘ onement through sac
necessary for sin — death (this view i« - | :'jruu'g"héut because it is a popul
sacrifice defeated the devil. == t sat) ~ uaid no tonger controt sinners. Some t
14 - not fully explainabte.

give his life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45 NR

The link between salvation and atonement: Salvation is what Christian
he saved humanity. Atonement refers to #ow Christians believe he did it
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Associated concepts — [aw, sin, grace and spirit

Law: Before Jesus, Jews aimed to achieve salvation through
following God'’s law (the Jewish law), but many Christians believe
that this was not a permanent solution, and Jesus’ sacrifice replaced
this (most Jews still follow the Jewish law). Instead of following a
written law, they should instead follow the spiritual law of love,
perfectly expressed in Jesus.

“This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after th
I will put my laws in their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I
shall be my people.” (Ho" ews 8:10 NRSV)

O L 'rou'_c}’h atoning for their
' Loday can feel free from sin, and

Jesus role in bringing Chrlst;am e

special step

wrong and repent, they believe God will forgive them. This means
Christians do not have to fear death, or punishment, and can have a
new start, having faith that God loves and cares for them.

Sin: Some Christians feel that sin is within the human condition, and inheri
sin). They also believe in personal sin. Others only believe in personal si
is sinful, but that humans do not constantly sin. Jesus can be seen as a sec:
remedy the Fall. Regardless of whether humans inherit sin, they all act aga
so they need saving — through Jesus. |

Grace and the Spirit: Christians believe that grace is a spiritual gift whic
order to save them. For example, Christians believe that sending Jesus to
of God's grace.

{ ‘From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” (J

The Holy Spirit; the third Person of God in the Trinity, is also believed to b
can send his grace; by sending Christians the Holy Spirit to help them in th
Christians think about grace and the Holy Spirit is likely to be closely link
salvation; whether they believe that God chooses se'” . Jeople to bestow
that anyone can receive grace and the Holv S-.#: in : eirlives if they choo
Christians feel that they can also rece .« . s grace through his teachin
sacraments; for example rc‘ o 10 us /sacnﬁce in the Eucharist, or accep
through baptism. "¢ &

gz 11' P aw of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from th
(Romans 8:2 NRSV)

Quick questions

8. Explain two teachings about salvation within Christianity. Refer to a sc¢
wisdom and authority.
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Christian Eschatology

Eschatology refers to anything relating to the end of things — everyone's ¢
itself. In Christianity, it usually refers to a time when the world will end and
to what happens to humans when they die. Unlike Judaism, which does nc
afterlife, the afterlife has been very important within Christianity.

Keywords:

catechism — here, official Catholic teaching
eschatology — anything to do with the end of things
heaven - a place people go after death, where Goc' -
hell - a place people go after death awav fr i 50 |
immortality of the soul —where 7 . >, * al cuit of a person continues fo
judgment — when people .t 2 _.irded or punished for their lives
parables — storie= i & *..r meaning, for the purpose of teaching

— ¢\ « w<atholics believe people may go after death to do per.
8 of the body - the physical raising of a person who is dead

® 6 6 6 & 6 6 0

Divergent Christian teachings about life after death (including how b
are shown in the Bible)

Nature and Significance of Resurrection (Resurrection of the body an:
Not all Christians agree on how life after death works. Some believe that
bodies at the end of time. Others believe that a spiritual part of a person, t
and goes straight to heaven/hell/purgatory (see the section on these b
both; that the soul will enter the afterlife immediately after death, but th
resurrection for everyone at judgment at the end of time, where souls an
words, people will enter a spiritual realm after death based on their actio
will go to purgatory to atone for sins (see more on this below). At the en
everyone on their actions during life and after death, and people will the
the rest of eternity (people who had previously been in purgatory have t

Therefore, there are varied beliefs about the nature of resurrection: some t
immediate at death; some believe that it is delayed until the end of time;
be resurrected while some believe that it will not be, and that in heaven
bodies, completely different to earthly bodies. However, all Christians agré
that this is available to them because Jesus has saved the m and God has

Different Bible passages support differ>r 3edbout resurrection.

g5

Some Christians belie:« z&z.ectlon of the body because Jesus was r
nc 4 = warsed others from the dead physically; for exampl
; w: Also, Jesus taught that the dead will be raised from th

Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are :
voice and will come out...”” (John 5:28-29 NRSV
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However, other Christians believe in immortality of the soul because Je
6:47; 17:2), not life which ends and then starts again at some point in the
thieves on the cross that he would be in heaven that day, which implies t
wait to be resurrected at the end of time,

[to the thief on the cross] “Truly I tell you, today you will be w
(Luke 23:43 NRSV)

The Cathotic Church teaches that both will happen, because the Bible teacl
not want to deny any teachings of Jesus.

Resurrection is significant because: L Lk
¢ Christians believe that there 1 ie | = Jfter death.
— This can comfort* .

! P‘ 2cause they know death will not be the

brought back to life in the Bible).
— God is loving and forgiving — he wants humans to enjoy heaven

Nature and Significance of Judgment
Judgment is the event at the end of time and/or when each individual pet
people based on what they believed, and whether they lived a good or bat
judgment results in people being sent to heaven, hell or purgatory (see the
(Note: If Christians, such as Catholics, believe in immortality of the soul a
they believe that people are judged twice — when they die and at the end ¢

Judgment is significant because it decides the eternal fate of a person - WE
condemned.

Jesus taught that after death people would be judged depending on ho
they were prepared for God and his Kingdom. He told parables, or stori
Aesop’s fables, to explain what judgment and the end of time would be it
parable of the sheep and the goats, and the parable of the ten bridesma

The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats
Matthew 25" - 6 NRSV
Jesus will come ba «a T Fnd of time and sepa
the goor* v sh\_ep) from the bad people (goz
el n m:he sheep the 'kingdom’ and ‘eternal !
1 "z:wfuse they fed and watered him, welcomed hm
“ clothed him, and cared for and visited him. The she
will ask when they did these things. Jesus will tell th
that when they did these things for anyone, they
for him.

He will then tell the goats that they did not care fi
others, and help them. They will be condemned t
‘eternal punishment’.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 22073

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

Matthew 25:1-12
Ten bridesmaids were waiting for the bridegroom, but he was delayed, so the
five had brought extra oil for their lamps. When the bridegroom (representin
extra oil had run out. They had to go to buy some more. When they got back
heaven), everyone else had gone in, but the doors were locked and they were
ready for the kingdom of heaven to come at any

It was not just Jesus who taught that |
people would be judged at theend |
|
1
I

Read more 2h ut the end of tim

of time. Early Christians believed in Parable o . = al nts — where Jesus

judgment and continued to teach
about judgment.

i

el o ',1:-, st appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so
se “ur what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

rec

Nature and Significance of Heaven, Hell and Purgatory

Most Christians believe in heaven, which is a place where people will be
from the passages about judgment and the end of time, Jesus says he w
disciples in heaven (John 14:2-4). Those writing in the New Testament alsc
life after death, as expressed in 1 Corinthians 5:1-10.

~

““In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were n

you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a plac

and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And
where I am going.”” (John 14:2-4 NRSV)

‘For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a build
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” (2 Corinthians 5

-

Most Christians also believe in hell, somewhere outside of heaven and a ‘
about judgment Jesus does not make hell sound very nice. It is compared

““[being thrown out into the darkness], where there will be weeping a:
(Matthew 25:30 NRSV) 5

Hell has been portrayed in many dn‘ferent war ol i “_é%!ie:val times, ‘doo
judgment, were common on the wallC fod lre.ws, fo remind Christians t
and not be condemned to ’rb__?, fc.r s,‘. e hell.

Some Chri o bt e m a place called purgatory, where Christians can
their sins b :eing allowed to enter heaven. Belief in purgatory is taught‘
Catholics pray for those they believe to be in purgatory, in the hope of he
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The Church of England has rejected purgatory, because they believe that it
the 39 Articles of Faith in the Church of England Book of Common Prayer {
in the 1500s), Article 22 states that the Church does not hold the Catholic
is not supported in the Bible, and has therefore been created by the Churc

The Catechism of the Catholic Church defends belief in purgatory — in Arti
(official religious teaching)?. It uses Bible verses to support the case for pu
talks about a sin which cannot be forgiven now, or after death. The Cath
that some sins can be forgiven after death — and if they are not forgiven b
have to do something to purify themselves after death in order to be for

the Holy Spirit will not be forgive. « f‘ o _«18'age or in the age to co

[ "Whoever speaks a word against the S ..« N »,f%ffw 1l be forgiven, bu

However, it can be argued that sins might be forgiven at judgment witho

after death, and, especially with belief in resurrection of the body, that p
that God will judge the dead more favourably at a future judgment.

Belief in heaven, hell and purgatory is significant, as it encourages Christiat
beliefs are also significant because they create boundaries between differe
different beliefs about purgatory held by the Church of England and Cathc

Divergent understandings as to why beliefs about life after death are
Christians today
Because Christians believe Jesus died so that they could have eternal life,
Those who feel that they are living lives pleasing to God may not fear deat
it is not the end. The teachings are important because they reassure Chri

[ ““Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live””

The teachings of judgment in the New Testament also encourage Christi
consider a 'good’ life (for example, taking care of the hurgry and the sic
sheep and the goats, Matthew 25), in order nof tr o0 0 hell’. So the teac
because they help Christians to make de~i« o1 = ‘4.uWing that they will be |
portray the teachings about life =7 < ie i as not reassuring, but scary — s
know what will happen ,‘ v j,,/ no‘c good. |

3

o8
e

Because sc N f;ns‘;‘ti'ans believe that they should focus on the afterlife, b
important irthtluencing them to isolate themselves from normal life — mai
have felt that because they value the afterlife more than human life that th
desires, to focus on worshipping God and on the afterlife.

2

https.//www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/worship/book-of-common-prayer/a;

5 http/www.vatican.vasarchive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p123a12.htm
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Some Christians interpret...

[ ““No one comes to the Father except through me [Jesus]”’ (]on

... to mean that only Christians will go to heaven - such
Christians, therefore, feel that they must believe and practice
Christianity in order to go to heaven when they die. This often
leads to Christians trying to convert others to Christianity so that
they too can experience heaven. This belief is important because
it influences Christians’ views of non-Christians and also their
actions — without such a belief they might not be as cn:+ arned with con

However, other Christians interpret lc.> 6 .;,g.'.e‘rwé’é;riing that no one ca
except through Christianity, b1 < 1 Loople can experience God in other v,

Beliefs about the afterlife and their significance in other religions

Important! You need to be able to compare and contrast beliefs abou
significance from Christianity and one other religion practiced in Great
Islam, Judaism or Sikhism).

Judaism

Keywords:
¢ Olam Ha-Ba - Hebrew for the world to come, the Jewish afterlife
¢ Tanakh - Jewish scripture with most of the same content as the Christian C

There is not one fixed concept of the afterlife in Judaism, though many J

There is evidence in the Jewish scriptures, in the Tanakh (which has rough
Christian Old Testament) for there being an afterlife. The Jewish afterlife iz
(Hebrew for 'the world to come’).

"Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to e
to shame and everlasting ¢ » pt.” (Daniel 12:2 NI

However, Jews are not decidec .« ;‘,’.:_./%ef'th“er there is immortality of th

of time, or even wheth -~ L * ...dy be reincarnated and live more than

R :
For many J aefé will be an equivalent of the Christian heaven where tl

and friends again. Some believe in an equivalent of the Christian hell wher
and others believe that evil people will not have an afterlife at all, but ce

To Jews, this uncertainty about an afterlife can be significant in making the

Earth, placing a special value on it, because they do not know what will haj
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Islam

Keywords:

+  Akhirah - afterlife

+ Jahannam - hell

+ Jannah - heaven

¢ Qur’an - The Qur'an is the Muslim holy book, which the majority of Musl
of God (Allah) revealed through the Prophet Muhammad

Muslims, like Christians, believe in heaven (Jannah) and hell (Jahannam
Akhirah. Unlike some Christians who believe in immortﬂity of the soul
resurrection of the body and judgment - that o cn ~ w !l be raised fro
and judged then according to whether tha hove, eed good or bad lives. 1
good than bad will go to heave= . 1 - P e who have done more bad that

People do g o av: o Lo vuslims to go to heaven; some people from r
Christianity ég:&of‘ ' be admitted. This differs from the belief of some (but |
that only Chnstians will go to heaven because they feel that Jesus is the or:

Here are some Qur'an quotes about life after death:

-~

[about heaven] “Allah will admit those who believe and work right
beneath which rivers flow: they shall be adorned therein with bracelets of
garments there will be of silk.” (Qur’an 22:23

‘Every soul shall have a taste of death: and only on the Day of Judgeme
recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to the Gar
(of Life): for the life of this world is but goods and chattels of decep

Islamic belief in the afterlife is significant for many of the same reasons tha
significant to Christians — it can reassure them of heaven and reminds ther:
go to hell.

Buddhism

Keywords: g
¢ dukkha - suffering

+ karma - literally, action. Buddhists believe that there are
good actions and bad actions, and that the laws of 2. a
mean that good actions will result in good ¢ J..: >Q A Aces
and bad actions in bad consequenz. - s

¢ nirvana - being extmgunch" o ’c.@ - e reached when

liberated =
¢ reincgliNon - _;.A_.;venef some continuation of a person is
rebo \EE® i1 another body or state after death. (Buddhists

w&”"w
do no*®e&iieve in a soul)

¢ samsara — the cycle of birth and rebirth

In Buddhism (as well as other religions such as Hinduism and
Sikhism) it is believed that death will normally result in
reincarnation, or rebirth, where a person is reborn again (often
on Earth).

Ima

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 26 of 73

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




This belief can be significant because it gives people a motivation to be
actions in this life are believed to affect whether someone will have a gooc
could have a fortunate human rebirth, or a less desirable rebirth; as an ins¢
not want a bad rebirth, so they will try to be good. The process through wi
good consequences and bad actions result in bad consequences is know

However, many Buddhists wish to break out of the cycle of rebirth (samsat
suffering (dukkha). This results in Buddhists placing a great value in achi
Buddhists aim for nirvana (liberation) where a person is extinguished, or
sense we understand existence. Such a belief is significant because it will
can lead to Buddbhists practicing meditation, and nnr ;;ng good action
order to achieve liberation. e e

The Buddhist belief in rebi-t".. iff~, : irom Christian beliefs - Buddhists b
achievemenig&ni=, * 4 pendent on their actions. Christians believe tt:
guarantee 11 2 ;,,ace in heaven, and that if they go to heaven, thisis b
through Je o |$o Christians believe that they will have one life only, anc

afterlife afterwards, not one which may never be attained.

Buddhists believe in six realms which someone can be reborn into after de
realm of happiness, and the lowest is hell, a realm of torture. The human
preferable than heaven and more preferable than hell, as are the additione
hungry ghosts. ‘

Unlike in Christianity, someone could be in hell before leading a human lif:
human life always comes before heaven or hell. Animals are also part of
rebirth, but Christianity does not specifically teach about an afterlife for a

Quick questions
9. State three places which Christians may believe people enter after d

Now ftry this...

10. ‘Immediately after death, people go to heaven, hell, or purgatory’.’
Evaluate this statement.

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Christian teacj
refer to different Christian points of view. Reach ars aclusion which fo
your argument. & i
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The Problem of Evil/Suffering and a Loving and Right

The problem of evil/suffering is one issue which has faced Christians an
question:

'If God is all-loving, righteous, and all-powerful, then why does he allow

Keywords:

+ benevolent - loving and kind

+ evil - tends to refer to moral badness and choosing to do the ‘wrong thmc;
+ faith — here, belief in God and trust in him

¢ moral suffering - suffering caused by a humar ".» - '+ Nllful action, like
¢ natural suffering — suffering caused bv 1a 1r?* - _dnits, like a tsunami, or di
¢ omnipotent —all-powerful . 1

¢ Psalms - book of poo" «ding Athe Bible

¢ righteope— o~ ar "']UST

+ suffi 'ex ) ﬂencmg pain

Problems if raises for Christians about the nature of God
Christians believe that God is loving, or benevolent, and many believe tha
omnibenevolent. He protected and guided the Jewish people in the Old T

does not want any harm to come to them.

‘God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only S
we might live through him.” (1 John 4:9 NRS

Christians also think that God is righteous, that he is fair and just. Therefo:
when he has promised to care for them — a fair God will keep his promis
is fair in rewarding the good and punishing the bad.

Christians believe that God is powerful. Many believe that he is all-powe
particularly shown in his creation of the world, and the salvation of huma
powerful can, theoretically, do anything. In this case, they could stop evil

‘For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God
(Deuteronomy 10:17 NRSV)

Bible passages such as Psalm 103 teach Christian "% . C jd has these chat
indicates that he is righteous (he works f~t 'u. *:r.; «s powerful (has comm;
the Jewish people); and is Iovm;_j' i §f: & drast love)

. ndic atxon and justice for all who are oppressed. He
‘2@ _as acts to the people of Israel. The LORD is merciful and gr
éu%"‘ abounding in steadfast love.” (Psaim 103:6-8 NRS

If God is all-loving and all-powerful, this raises the questions about his n

+ Does he care that humans suffer?

¢ Has he unfairly abandoned humans?

+ Can he stop evil and suffering?

+ Oris there some other solution to the problem?
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How the problem may cause believers to auestion their faith or the e
+ If God /s benevolent, righteous and omnipotent, it does not make s
suffering, or allow the innocent to suffer when the wicked often succe
s If God is notbenevolent, righteous and omnipotent, this seems to unc
based on belief in a loving God, holds that God was powerful enoug
defeat death, and is fair and good.

Some believers wonder why they should trust in a God who allows bad thi:
so they question their faith and whether they should keep believing. Some
Christianity, because its portrayal of God is (in their oplmon) not accurat
Christian faith.

Some believers question whether s d Deheve in the existence of G
would be benevolent, ﬂq**_‘s - 1 "i ommpotent but clearly /s not-so he

Natural su\e m'g is suffering (pain)
caused by natural events, such as
natural disasters or disease. Examples
include pain caused by tsunamis,
volcanoes, earthquakes, HIV/AIDS and
cancer.

Moral suffering is suffering (pain)
caused by something a human being
chooses to do, such as killing someone
else. Some would say that moral
suffering is a result of evil. Examples
of moral suffering include the pain caused by murder, theft, and exploitatit

Volcanoes cause

The importance of separating these two types of suffering will become ¢
the problem of evil/suffering.

Quick questions

11. State three aspects of God's nature (which Christians may believe he
problematic, given the problem of evil/suffering.

.f

12. Explain two reasons why Christians mcv . Ues “uns thetr faith or the ex
of God, because of the prob!: ;- ?f Atand suffering.
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Divergent Solutions Offered to the Problem of Evil a
Loving and Righteous God

Keywords:

¢ Book of Job - a book in the Bible about one man’s suffering

¢ charity - giving to and helping others

+ free will — the ability to choose what to do

+ vale of soul-making - a theory by John Hick that humans must work to

Biblical solutions ;
There are solutions found within the Bible to f‘" o I enr of evil and su

Christians, as they believe that God te- ! - '-ﬂr ,,,,,, A tmdugh the Bible.
Psalm 119 T
Psalm 119¢ s ' aowod is being righteous in allowing evil and suffe

5
L

oﬂ*"“ ;

punishme: kg heir sins, and are already lucky that Jesus died to bring
punishes the w1cked and also that he treats those who worship him well.

“You rebuke the insolent, accursed ones, who wander from your co
dealt well with your servant, O LORD, according to your word.” (P

Psalm 119 also shows that God's word reassures the Psalmist, even when
suffering makes him turn to God. One argument for why God allows suff
have a closer relationship with God, as they turn to him in times of troub
more in the sections below on the Book of Job and Prayer.

“This is my comfort in my distress, that your promise gives me life...
come upon me, but your commandments are my delight.” (Psal

Book of Job

One reason for evil and suffering explored in the Book of Job is that the
Book of Job is viewed by some Christians as a poetical exploration of suf
and it tells the story of a man called Job who had many good things and
the devil to cause bad things to happen to Job to see if Job will still wors
good person, but he had never been tested; the real test was to see if he
bad things had happened to him. '

The Book of Job also explores the u*e " ov; and “

suffering are a test offalth PP that without T
obstacles in a Christiz '+ € ey ‘would not see any reason betwe
to doubt ¢ “19 Xl "*_,;:me ‘The Book of Job shows that Job having h
had a muciRgge#r understanding of God after his trials. vice ve
They made hlm think and really consider his relationship there is |
with God. Through his suffering Job never lost faith in God, need for
but he could have — having a relationship with God after thing, d

experiencing suffering shows that faith is more genuine.
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Some Christians say that God should not be doubted, and that the problei:
beyond our understanding. The Book of Job indicates that God's reasons &
understanding.

[God to Job] ““Where were you when I laid the foundation of the
have understanding.”” (Job 38:4 NRSV)

This is also supported by the Psalms:

[The mind of God] ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so hig
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! Hov: ast is the sum of th
they are more than the <a .o <l alm 139: 6, 17-18

Theoretical solutions .~ .
Some Christians trv t¢ . 4 ¢ "z problem of evil and suffering by comin
which will 1 \t. |« =se'cannot be tested in everyday life.

¢S

Maybe Goa'is not omnipotent
Most Christians would not deny that God is benevolent but some Christia
omnipotent. Maybe there are limits to his power. Some believe that he ch
Others say that there are things which are not possible, however powerful
ask if it is possible for an all-powerful being to create something so heav
create a being more intelligent than themselves. These are
paradoxes — it is impossible to find a satisfactory solution.

This could theoretically go for the world too — it might be
impossible to create a planet which supported life which
would not have bacteria and viruses which cause illness, and
which would not have earthquakes and volcanoes which
cause destruction.

Free will

Many Christians believe that people are able to do evil things
because God gave humans free will. Some Christians argue
that it is more loving to allow people to make their own
decisions — otherwise humans would merely be puppets, and
that would not really be living. In order to have genuine
choice, the consequence is that some people will malm > d
choices which hurt others. This also shows tha’ < 5 & .
genuinely good if they choose not to i people had
no choice to do wrong, wou!”. gy 1 iy be good? This links
back to evil and suffe s + gd ‘test of character.

-

Vale of so! Ww

John Hick presented a theory called the vale of soul-making. The idea is 1
needing to complete their soul, and they can only do this through the tri
suffering. As dealt with above in the sections on the Book of Job and free :
someone is not good if they have not been tested by suffering, or have nc
evil. If God wanted to create ‘good’ creatures, then this would be a probler
was not a one-off event in the past, but that creation is ongoing — God trie
giving them the chance to be good in the face of evil and suffering. This w
souls through overcoming difficulties and can actually be said to be goo
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Practical solutions
Some Christians give practical solutions to the problem — why evil and s
day-to-day life.

Prayer

Many Christians feel that experiencing evil and suffering encourages Chr
evil/suffering they might not pray to God for help and be grateful if he a
neglect their relationship with him.

Some Christians also feel that praying to God about experiencing evil an
meaningful relationship with God - Christians rely g to help them,
if they never suffered / had problems. Thev i iy« ‘c .2el angry with God
as in the Book of Job, but if they 72 < | teviland suffering are part o
to have a stronger relatiors’ « m1 ‘cend.

i ot déspise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did
but heard when I cried to him.” (Psalm 22:24 N

Some Christians also feel that the existence of evil and
suffering helps to prove God's existence when prayers are

D
answered — if no one ever had cancer, then no one could be goo
healed in response to prayer. Evil and suffering allow God to thro

show his benevolence in helping those affected. you'v

Christians feel that they should pray to God to reduce evil and
suffering. Some Christians feel that prayer has resulted in God
stepping in to end or reduce a particular instance of suffering.

Charity

Some Christians believe that without evil and suffering there would be n
this would be bad. If Christians need to help the sick and the hungry, as
sheep and the goats in Matthew 25, there needs to be people who suffe
feel that they should help those who are suffering, because Jesus taught

“And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”” (Mat

Regarding evi/ and suffering as a test of 7. ”l‘f" 15 pdésible that peo
good if they did not help people . - %’ﬂ/;; <ould not help people if there
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Success of solutions to the problem

Solution

Pros

God is righteous
in allowing
evil/suffering

Christians believe that those who do
wrong deserve punishment, and, that as
everyone has sinned, all deserve
punishment.

Allows people
to have a closer
relationship with
God

There is an argument *ha pe rcare
closer to God vwh i, . teel that they
need hi~. 1UP c >mfermg

: "r‘ e wa's'no suffering, it might be

“éasier to be happy and good, as you

would not have difficulties to overcome.

'cA\hgersatc?;r One might not be able to say that
someone was truly good if they had
never suffered, as they would never have
been challenged.

A test of faith People might not have faith in God if

they do not feel a need for God.

Beyond human
understanding

This is impossible to disprove.

God not
omnipotent

¢ God could be powerful enough to
create the universe without being
able to do everything.

+ If God is unable to stop evil and
suffering, this allows that he is loving
and does not want there to be evil
and suffering.

¢ Many other events have both good
sides and bad sides; for example,
rain that is needed by some to grow
food, may flood others out ¢’y ir

homes. If actions whirc < 2‘) A,‘zke's'
are seen to s . .' ulu ’
consac adt © “/1€ not hard to see

k) _,,,uang free agents will lead to

- 400d actions and bad actions; or
that creating life will lead to viruses
as well as doctors.

Some pe
the probl
God coul
could not ¢
possible

impossibili;

Free will

Many people would rather be free, with
the possibility that people will do evil.
They think that a life without freedom
would not be worth living — most
humans would not choose to be

slaves, even slaves that were extremely
well-treated.
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Solution Pros

Vale of soul- This explains suffering as something

making which is beneficial to humans — this is

not hard to understand. We already
accept that pain is good in situations
where it stops us doing more harm to

ourselves, e.g. the pain from touching a

hot oven stops people from touching it

for too long and being seriously burnt.
¢ People who are not particularly
religious sometimes say that "
pray when in trouble - e 1/ . “fenng
may ptompir tho gu St0 pray
morp G Vy ‘want to ask God
. Vg dnd help to deepen a
__ationship with him,

“¢ When people pray for someone’s
suffering to end and this happens,
then this may strengthen faith more
than if there was no evil and
suffering in the first place.

¢ Sometimes prayer does seem to
be answered, and someone’s
suffering stops.

¢ Giving charity is important —
Christianity teaches that those who do
not help others will not go to heaven.
If there was no suffering, then it would
be harder to give charity as there

Charity would be less need for it.

¢ Also, giving charity when you

yourself are in need shows greater
compassion for others.

¢ Charity does help to stop some

suffering in the world.

Some people are not able to accept that God is right to allow evil and su 5
omnipotent; or that he uses evil and suffering to test humans, etc. and fc
successful. They may lose faith, or never believe in God.

For others, these solutions do solve the problem ~* . - K ’ld suffering and
suffering is just, or is good for humans in an = <~, -_2-and/or free will with
freedom. - ’

‘ Pause for thought:
1\fg 'ne»whether you accept the free will solution by asking yourself ;
were of &G e ability to plug into a miraculous machine and experience a vi
happy. But none of your ‘friends’ in the machine would be real and none of th
be real either. Or, you could remain in real life, with struggles and hardships,
own choices, work hard for your own goals, and trust your friends. Many people
are convinced they would not want to live a ‘fake’ life. (This scenario is based or:
Machine, created by the philosopher Robert No ‘

Quick questions

13. Outline three solutions to the problem of evil/suffering.
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Summary for Christian Beliefs

+ Many Christians believe in one God, in three Persons: Father, Son an
Trinity. Christian beliefs about the Persons of God can be found in the

¢ Christians believe that God created the world. Accounts of this are f
of John. Some Christians believe that these accounts are to be interpre
think they should be interpreted metaphorically. Some Christians b
betrayed God in the Garden of Eden that this was the Fall, and hum
sinful through original sin since then. Others do not see Adam and E
such severe consequences. Christians may take from accounts of Crea:
because they are created in God's image, and th- | ey should look

¢ Many Christians believe that Jesus wne th ‘“i.,\..ai nation of God; God

Incarnation, Chnstians mav ¢ . ‘,‘ *a ey know what God wants throu:

condemned. fo death He was crucified, buried, and then he rose back
by his disciples and giving them instructions, he ascended to heave
death and resurrection saved them, and allowed them to have a relat

+ Christians believe that Jesus brought them salvation by dying for th
atoned (made up) for their sin. Many Christians believed that Jesus
Christians could now be saved through Jesus, rather than by foIIowmc
views on whether God only extends the grace of salvation to a few, or
who seek it and the Holy Spirit in their lives.

+ Christians have various understandings concerning eschatology, the ¢
people would be judged after death and that they should be prepare:
Christians believe in heaven and hell and some believe in purgato
heaven. Some Christians believe that God will resurrect people’s phys
and some believe that the soul lives on immediately after death and is
both. Some Christians believe that only Christians will go to heaven,
God, but not all do.

— Different religions have different ideas
about the afterlife and its significance —
Jews do not have a fixed concept of the
afterlife; Muslims believe in heaven and
hell and judgment at the end of time; and
Buddhists believe in reincarnation and
eventual liberation from beina re n~
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because it is harc': 7. «f v why, if God is
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evil ar! #,,ermg to exist. Believers may question their faith, if the
allow natural suffering or moral suffering.

9
¢ Solutions to the problem of evil and suffering can be biblical, theore:
solutions include: God being righteous in allowing evil and suffering
of character and faith; God's will being beyond human understanding
evil and suffering being necessary for soul-making; evil and sufferin
with God through prayer; and evil and suffering allowing opportuni
and cons of all of these — some people consider some solutions succ

Qg

Education

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 350f 73




Living the Christian Lif

Living a Christian life, including taking part in religious practices, is very i

Christians worship God through many methods and speak to him througt
called sacraments are common in most denominations. Christians have s
pilgrimages. The Church and its work are very important to many Christia

Keywords:

+  church/Church - has various meanings: a collection of Christians OR a C
(church) OR the authority in a particular denomination (Church)

+ pilgrimage — making a physical journey to draw i€ 2 God

¢ worship — devotion to God ;

Christian Worch

Christianity It also covers things such as asking for forgiveness and learni

can be formal or informal, in a group or done individually; so it can vary

Keywords:
¢ baptism - a sacrament which involves being anointed with, or immersed ir:
life in Jesus

congregation — the members of a Church who are not leading a service
creed - a statement of belief :
icons — important religious images within churches like Orthodox Churches@
liturgy — set worship; either exact words or a format '

* & o o

Liturgy

What - Liturgy can be used to describe a set service, where specific wo.
followed, but it can refer more generally to a format for worship. The pri¢
the majority of the service, but there may also be parts where the congregﬁ;
general responses, prayers, or to take part in creeds. '

When - A liturgy where everything is set may be used when the service |r§
liturgy for the Eucharist is very common, as are baptism liturgies. There a
celebrations, such as Easter and Christmas, and events Sl':h as marriages a

The Book of Common Prayer is a book oF 5 ;s o 1549 whlch contains
occasions. It is the official prayp, oy f phie Church of England, and ha
over the years. It prowﬁ« VS ndh wh:ch the Church of England deemed &
be accessegm@inll '+ = - xual churches.

Why -
¢ Such liturgies serve the purpose of unifying Church practice, as the s
different churches within the same denomination. This means that
that sacraments, for example, are being celebrated in line with Chur
¢ Having set words can also help to unify Christians who attend differer
attend a service at a different Church with the same liturgy, they will b
same way.
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+ Participating in the same liturgies can allow congregations to participé
what is coming, and consequently do not need to try hard to unders
already know and understand it.

+ Having a set service can make celebrations and sacraments seem sp
putting up decorations can help to make people feel festive; the serv
reminds people of what they are celebrating, and that it is special.

Liturgical worship

What - Liturgical worship involves a set format for worship, though
each service will be different. A service might, for example, include a set
number of hymns or songs; a sermon or a talk; prayers ~’ different
types; a set number of Bible readings; meditatior ;'ﬁsi{‘g on icons; or
other elements of worship. Howeven Hu « h s, prayers and

readings etc. will vary betweer ' Larvices with the same
structure. Not all liturai -z« v.7s Wl“ contam all elements. Liturgical
services Cogmlita . . gies

When - Sul®vices will be common at many churches if there is no

particular celebration, or sacrament being celebrated. Sometimes part of
a service will follow a liturgical format, but a particular liturgy will be
introduced for a part of the service which involves a sacrament.

However, no particular elements are necessary to qualify a service as

liturgical. Services in the Quaker Church, a Protestant denomination,

which involve sitting in silence and waiting to be inspired by the Holy
Spirit, could be called liturgical, as they still involve a structure.

Why -
¢  Churches often perform services according to a structure which their ¢
¢ Churches often use a structure, or structures, which appeal to their cos

congregation to follow the service easily and know what is happening
+ Liturgical structure allows services to be planned in advance.
¢ Liturgical structure allows all desired elements (e.g. prayers and a serr;

without being forgotten.

Non-liturgical worship
What — Non-/iturgical worship is where there is no set structure to worshi,
spontaneous.

When - Spontaneous, personal worship is non-lit.. ‘Vf.at,f{where an individ.
through song, or prayer, for example. How sy v ,;
people talk or pray spontaneouc!, «: ’i/: _ere the service has not been stri

wants to.

Some people will class Quaker worship as non-liturgical because no hym

planned in advance. Some Pentecostal Churches, Protestant Churches whic
Holy Spirit, are non-liturgical, and worship with less structure. This is becat
should worship as they are led to by the Holy Spirit. When they worship,
Holy Spirit, who they believe will tell them what to pray, and how to prai
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Worship practices
Different worship practices are incorporated into worship services of all s

Reading the Bible - this is done because it holds God's teachings and Chri:
them through it. This can be done in formal service, or informally in a smal
Churches follow a lectionary; a set list of which Bible passages are to be :
the sermons are based on the readings given.

Sermon/talk — many Church denominations listen to a priest or other wor
about a particular passage in the Bible and/or a religious theme such as sa
take place in a formal service, but it could be spon*a. u ?fs. '

Prayer — there are many forms of = ¢ s e . ough whtch Christians talk to ¢
can be ordered in a form=' . = lcn sat Lhnstlans can pray whenever they ¢
informal anclegdiv': j *

Singing — th g .
place in structured worship, but Christians may sing to praise God individu

Sacraments — these have varying importance in different Churches. Some feel t
sacraments. Some feel that sacraments are a way for Christians to commit to Ge:
done for them. These are associated with more formal worship, and often tak

Meditation — Christians may meditate on God, the Bible or their religion,
or on their own lives, among other things. This is more likely to be
personal and informal, but could be built into structured worship.

Focusing on icons — in some churches, such as Orthodox Churches, Christian
express devotion in worship through paintings of Jesus and the saints, as the
feel these help them to get closer to the divine; this can be during worship, o

Worship is significant to Christians because they want to maintain and dev
Worship allows them to praise and thank him; ask him for help; repent of t
learn about God'’s will; and concentrate on becoming better Christians.

Divergent Christian attitfudes fowards the practices, meaning and si¢
non-liturgical forms of worshie in Christian life t .

Christians from Churches such as the Cath~lic Cn, =, are likely to feel th
sacraments and liturgical worshi~, 2 ¢ 1 cularly important. The Catho
should take part in sacrar> . a=u .;turgles help to explain the purpose c:
been authgricgd b  chatic Church as appropriate ways of worshipp
worship, a! 3 ‘tiw.es assocnated with it, are significant because they pa
God's gracde® #tholics will also worship God individually, and this may b
Church does not see this as a substitute for liturgical worship.
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Christians from the Church of England or other Protestant Churches such &
have strong feelings in favour of liturgical worship, like the Catholic Chur
Some feel that liturgical worship is important because it helps Christians
different individual practices are significant — Christians should not forget 1
for example, and so liturgical worship is significant because it allows Chri
ways, and Christians attending liturgical services do not have to be creative
God - the worship is prepared for them. Some such Protestants will also
liturgical worship — feeling that it is significant because it allows a more p
liturgical worship. Personal prayer with God is meaningful because Chris
themselves as individuals.

Some Christians do not see liturgical wonshp s, ,cant at all. Some fee
practices (other than prayer) which 1 e . de carrled out in order to have
that formally-structured wn 0 '* 5 not help Chnstlans to reach God
liturgical wo ST 3 Caet
worship, ti 'Lfog 'y il be worshipping authentically — they will see any pra
to do (such\as Mgmg) as significant because they are called by God to d
practices shouid be carried out for the sake of it.

Practice and significance of worship in other religions

Important! You need to be able to compare and contrast the practice

worship in Christianity and one other religion practiced in Great Britain
Islam, Judaism or Sikhism).

Judaism

Keywords:

+ Midrash — commentary on the Jewish scriptures

Sabbath - Jewish holy day (Friday evening until Saturday evening)

tallit — Jewish prayer shawls with tassels

tefillin — boxes containing verses from scripture which are bound to a Je
Torah — first five books of the Tanakh

* & o o

Worship can take place in the synagogue, the Jewish holy building. Praye:
aspect of worship. There are three lots of prayers which should be said d
wherever a Jew is. There are synagogue services which people can attend ¢
are able to. These take place in the evening, the mornir- ‘and the afternoc
evening until evening, as this is how they are €. fh ¢ j it the Genesis accc
world). There are extra services on thr au A...(Jew;sh holy day, Friday ev
and at festivals. o
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In Orthodox Judaism (a traditional and stricter form of
Judaism), women ordinarily pray at home, or in separate
female synagogue services. Orthodox men and women are
separated in the synagogue. In Reform Judaism (a more
liberal form of Judaism) women can pray in the synagogue,
together with men, without sitting separately.

Many Jews wear hats at synagogue services, out of respect to
God - especially men and married women. Some Jews
(mainly men, especially in Orthodox Judaism) wear prayer
shawls with tassels (tallit), and some wear tefillin — I ;
containing verses from the Tanakh bound to ne * o Jheads and left ar
Torah (the first five books of the T= 2 q e o

Ortho

o
You havigs ,.fmgje so that, when you see 1t you will remember all the comm
them, and not follow the lust of your own heart and your own eyes.” (

“You shall put these words of mine in your heart and soul, and you shall bi
and fix them as an emblem on your forehead.” (Deuterono

-

Services in the synagogue also contain readings from the Torah and also fi
readings are explained and discussed — often with the help of Midrash w
the scriptures.

Some synagogue services contain music, though the type of music and wh
between synagogues.

Services can be led by anyone (only men in Orthodox Judaism), but are oft
equivalent of a priest) or a hazzan (a cantor — someone who can sing and
services are led in Hebrew (the language of the Jewish people), though Re:
partly in the common language (English in the UK). Traditionally there m
men for a service to take place.

When the Jewish Temple still stood, prior to 70 CE, Jewish worship involve:
the Temple, though Torah study and prayer were still rmportant This sacrif
not occur in modern Judaism. 2

Worship is significant to Jews ber' i) As oeheve that they should serv
serving God. Worshnppm' LRSS also mgmﬂcant because Jews beli

worship in the Temple, they have developed their worship of prayer mor
still serving God.
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Islam
Keywords: @
+ Ka'ba - a black, cube-shaped building inside the

Al-Masjid al-Haram mosque in Makkah/Mecca,
Saudi Arabia

+ rak’ahs - Islamic prayer movements

Salah - prayer/worship within Islam

¢+  wudu - ritual Islamic washing before prayer

*

Worship within Islam is largely prayer — salah, the word
for prayer, can also be translated as worship. Muslime - ist
pray set prayers five times a day at certain ttm 14 &
mosques {Muslim holy bu;ldmgs) thp” 2 g )e wﬂls to prayec to encourage

All prayers must be n = = !aldS Makkah (Mecca) in Saudi Arabia — sp
black, cub '11 ec uiiomg m5|de the holiest mosque (Al-Masjid al-Hare
be clean bé ,,,raymg and must ritually wash their face, hands and feet i

wudu). Speoai movements known as rak’ahs must be performed during

Prayers at midday on Friday are particularly important because the Prophe
said then would be more significant to God, and all prayers said on Fridayaiz
Muslims usually add ‘peace be upon him’ (pbuh) after the name of the Prc
show respect.) Friday is also important for other reasons; for example, mar§
Muslims believe that one of the most important verses in the Qur'an was
Fridays, men especially will try to attend the mosque for these prayers. Wc
special section of the mosque — this may be screened off, or be behind the
imam (equivalent of a Christian priest) will also give a sermon.

Worship and prayer are significant for Muslims because prayer is one of th
things that someone needs to do to be a good Muslim, as commanded by
significant because it helps Muslims to have a good relationship with Allahj
encourage Muslims to follow Allah’s will and live good lives, and the fact t!
reminds them that they are all equal to Allah.

“‘Recite what is sent of the Book by inspiration to thee, and establi
Prayer restrains from shameful and unjust deeds; and remembranc
{thing in life) without doubt. And Allah knows the {deeds) that th

Quick questions

14. State three Christian W

i“ﬁ, 1 2Cuces.

15. Descr* " jn 3as6NS why liturgical worship is important to Christians

%éuzp‘
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The Role of the Sacraments in Christian Life and their
Denominations |

Keywords:
+ altar —a table on which a sacrifice is made; in Christianity, where the brea
Eucharist, remembering Jesus’ sacrifice, are blessed
¢+ baptism - a sacrament which involves being anointed with, or immersed i
in Jesus
+ conversion — when someone starts to follow a religion after having followe
had no religion

¢ Eucharist — sacrament which involves sharing brearJ 2y wine in rememb
+ ordained — someone whois a membe: of tV e I . “such as a priest or a
has authority to perform services 2% . " vit.ueer sacraments

¢ ordinance - religious riti3' .o -;',i,,;.fwnstrates the participants’ faith

¢ real presence—th [ i .. Jesus is somehow present in the bread an

¢+ sacryg — . . ..ararly important worship practice which has even hig

such _at’h'blic and Orthodox Churches

o transu®antiation — the Catholic belief that the bread and wine at the E
body and blood of Jesus

'\‘3

Role of sacraments and ordinance as a whole, and divergent Christia
and number of sacraments in Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant trad
Sacraments are a few really important practices within Christianity. Chris
important part of their Christian life and help them to commit to God an
‘'sacrament’ comes from a Latin word meaning a soldier’s oath, and so, bas
sacrament is something a Christian does as a commitment to God.

Ordinance refers to religious ritual and many Christians also take part in
not feel have the importance of sacraments.

Christians feel that such practices (sacraments and ordinances) are an impt
life, helping them to commit to God and worship him.

Roman Catholicism ‘
Some Christians, such as Catholics, believe that there is spiritual power witj
Catholic Church holds that God's grace is given z‘hrough the practice of the
for this purpose.

The Catholic Church observes seven sacren g e i:uchanst Baptism, Matr
Orders, Penance, and Anomtmf 7 ‘1 K

and also refess tb them as 'mysteries’. It also holds many actions taken by :
example, some Orthodox Christians feel that burial is a sacrament. The O
as a way of communicating with God, though how this happens is thought
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Anglicanism/the Church of England and some other Protestant Denor:
Most Protestant denominations do not observe seven sacraments. Man
Baptism as sacraments (e.g. the Anglican Church and the Methodist Ch
see Baptism and the Eucharist as sacraments, other rituals not considere
(e.g. marriage is an ordinance in many Protestant Churches). However, no:
as penance, would be practiced.

Article 25 of the Church of England’s 39 Articles of Faith* affirms the beli
that the other sacraments recognised by the Catholic Church are not really
that even if those that administer the sacraments turn out to be bad peop!
sacraments — they will still have shown God's grace. Altlcle 34 implies tha
abolished, individual churches can choose which rn‘u fzey perform, rega
established by humans and not by God.

Variation in Protestant Deno” .« 4 .

There is variation wnthv Pt Lhurches for example, some Luthera

(Penance) zywllaC - . whereas Quakers and the Salvation Army do n
#) S or plactice the Eucharist at all), as they do not see them

Christians (1 on outward symbols.

Some Protestant Christians see sacraments as symbolic, rather than havinc
Many Protestants feel that sacraments are an outer sign of God's grace, or
commitment to God, rather than God'’s grace given to humanity. So sacrar:
symbolically in some Protestant Churches; however, some Protestants, suc
similar attitude to sacraments as Catholics.

The Baptist Church practices Baptism and the Eucharist as ordinances, rath;
that these practices help them to demonstrate their faith, but that the pract

List of Sacraments
+ Confirmation is an affirmation of faith; in those churches which prac
is done when the Christian is old enough to confirm their faith for th
undertaken as an adult, confirmation may be combined with baptis
¢ Matrimony refers to marriage. While this is practiced in all Christian d¢
particular importance to it. It is seen as a promise to God as well as orj}
¢ Holy Orders are ordained members of the clergy, important in leadin¢
There will be a special service in order to ordain someone a member
vows to serve God and the Church. This usually happens after a peri
years. Becoming a member of the clergy is significant because it show:
their life to serving God and prioritised this above other aspects of the
— Catholic priests are not allowed to marry, bl" - lcle 32 of the
Church of England's 39 Articles of Fa’ ‘a:
bishops can choose to marrv .
Penance means bemg snry ,c

e

physicaror spiritual, to the recipient. Anointing here involves being
marked with the sign of the cross in oil, normally on the forehead, but
sometimes on other body parts as appropriate to an illness.

Baptism and the Eucharist are covered in more detail overleaf.

4

https.//www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/worship/book-of-common-prayer/a;
(see this reference for other references to the 39 Articles in this section.)
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Nature and importance of the meaning and celebration of baptism i
Christians practice baptism because Jesus was baptised and commande
followers in his name.

[The Great Commission] ““Go therefore and make disciples of a

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir

obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with yo
(Matthew 28:19-20 NRSV)

Baptism involves being anointed with, or immersed entirely in water. An
of water being poured over the head. The former i< r . ally done if infant
latter if an adult is being baptised. Baptlsm |s mr. ﬂ{ﬁ.,a{fzt because it show
parents on their behalf, wishes to 7= r 11, ( .thefaith and begin a new i 5
Churches, such as the Meth 4 it © T Leen, allow people to choose to have t:
infants, or to @it ‘3 é t an choose adult baptism for themselves when t

life through acceptmg his sacrifice. Christians also hope to receive the Holy
hearts) to help them in their life with God. '

Baptist Church

Denominations such as the Baptists only practice adult baptism when a (
their own decision to commit to Christianity, after growing up with it as a ¢
conversion, seeing this as more reflective of Jesus’ baptism and the bap
Christians will be asked to affirm their faith and promise to follow Jesus be

Catholicism and Anglicanism
Denominations such as Catholicism and Anglicanism practice infant baptis
children into the Church, and follow this with confirmation when a Christiar
the faith. If infant baptism, also called christening, is practiced, water for th:
receptacle which could hold a bowl of water. In some churches, the font s |
church, to show that baptism is a spiritual entering into the Church, the boc
will be baptised in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, with water
three times, as the priest/vicar mentions each Person of God. (Some Cath
the font.) The children may be signed with the sign of the cross (on their
baptism, they now belong to Jesus. Parents and godparents will be asked tt
child in the Christian faith. A candle may be plesenteﬂ_t Jymbollse Jesus’ |§

Article 27 of the Church of England's % "cn:: of Faith
explains that baptism is a siz o1’ >t e and of membership
of the Church famik-: T.L"‘: ﬁawsed can expect their sins to be
forgiven a i 2. snows their faith. It also confirms that the

9 j:
Church fee.ﬁt baptlsm to be a good practice.
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Nature and importance of the meaning and celebration of the Euch
denominations

The Eucharist is the sharing of bread and wine which represent Jesus’ body
on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. Jesus told his disciples to do this te
remember his sacrifice which would bring them salvation; many Christian
celebrate the Eucharist because Jesus commanded it. Taking part in the E
Christians because it reminds them that they are saved through Jesus’ cruc:
sacrifice means that they are free to have a relationship with God. The Euch
including Holy Communion and the Lord's Supper.

/

‘“Then he took a loaf of bread, and wherf” b & given thanks, he
to them, saying, “This is my body, wk i 5 ¢ » 2n for you. Do this i
{L» 48 2219 NRSV)

“Then he took a cup, an:

(Matthew 26 27-28 NRSV)

Similarities between Catholic and Anglican Eucharist
Bread and wine are blessed by the member of the clergy presiding at the

congregation receives the bread and wine at the altar. The bread and wine
someone ordained; by priests and deacons (and bishops).

The Eucharist may take place within a set liturgy. In Catholicism, this is the
words with congregational responses, and set prayers. Creeds are also inc:
hymns, or words to music. There will also be a sermon, Bible readings an
vary. During the service, the congregation will be asked to confess their s&
them that their sins are forgiven.

Wafers are used instead of normal bread. Among other things, crumbs are
way (and because the bread represents Jesus, it is important). Alcoholic
given in a big cup, called a chalice. A blessing is usually available for thos
the bread and wine.

Catholic Eucharist Details
Within some churches, such as the Catholic Church, any bread and wine
called reserved sacrament. The bread and wine are stored safely in a box ¢

Catholics believe in transubstantiation that ae. =

the body and blood of Jesus wher 1 s &« This'i is one reason why it need:
consumed |mmedlately N f; fU istis parttcularly ;mpo:tant to Cathoh ’
sacrifice ag:‘"

different. B
Anglicans do not believe in transubstantiation.

In the Catholic Church someone must have made a special First Communic
Eucharist — the first time they receive the Eucharist is as part of this servic

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 45 of 73

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




Anglican Eucharist Details

Occasionally, in some Anglican churches someone
who is not ordained, but has been trained, may be
allowed to help with the distribution.

Some Churches, such as the Anglican Church,
believe in the real presence — that Jesus is present
spiritually in the Eucharist.

Article 28 of the Church of England’s 39 Articles

of Faith states the Eucharist is a sacrament, and

that those who receive it with faith are recervmn;
a share of the body and blood of Christ ** s, P
states that transubstantiation . Fasisin the Bible and is wrong, an
should not be reserved s < « .y wdrsh;pped Article 31 states that Jesu
for sins, angssll- 1 . .~ 4o clalm that Jesus is resacrificed in the Mass are
that those ;I;Effio wacked do not really receive sacraments, even if they ta
the Eucharist should not be denied to ordinary people, as Jesus' sacrifice
denied to those excommunicated (cut off from the Church) until they are

(Article 33).

-4 ", Bread and wine.

Some Anglican churches expect those receiving the Eucharist to be confi
allow those of other denominations who receive the Eucharist in their ow
an Anglican Church.

Other Denominations :
There is a lot of variation in the practice of the Eucharist in other denominati
+ In the Baptist Church, Baptists are all handed bread and wine in their ¢
them at the same time, to show unity in Jesus. (Small individual glasse
¢ The Church of Scotland passes the bread and wine of the Eucharist f
the congregation.
The Methodist Church uses non-alcoholic wine and normal bread (many d
In the Orthodox Church, the (normal) bread and wine are given mixe
Many Christians see the bread and wine as symbolic, but not actuall
blood of Jesus — unlike strict Catholics or Anglicans. In many denom
whether to receive the Eucharist or not and confirmation is not necess

Quick questions
16. State three practices which may be consic, » ¢

. frisdan sacraments.

Now fry this...

17. Bapttsm is the mn 'Z-f}i_i,?‘-;uﬁt;‘l’é“ngUS practice for Christians’.
L aent.

Reach a conclusion which follows flom your argument.
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The Nature and Purpose of Praver

Prayer is communication between Christians and God. Christians believe t
that he may answer, possibly directly through a vision, or indirectly by ins;
or an event which happens in their lives. Prayers are often said at church se
any time. Christians feel that prayer is very important to maintain a relatior

Keywords:

+  crucifix — a cross with Jesus on

+ inspiration — an indirect communication from God to humans that they
¢ Lord's Prayer — a prayer which Jesus taught his dis~ > . to pray

& rosary — a beaded necklace with a cross or - fix ; facied

¢ vision - an apparition, often of Jes .. <h...dy communicate explicitly

4.1, wxamples, when, why

o8 ‘t ;yi':pésmof prayer. Some prayers are set prayers, and som:

Set prayers are prayers which have exactly the same words every time they
are used, or follow a set structure — the same prayer will be used by differe
Christians. Some set prayers are prayed on many different occasions, for
example the Lord’s Prayer. There are also set prayers for particular

occasions or days, sometimes called a ‘collect’. Others may have some se
words but places where alterations can be made, such as praying for oth
and adding in relevant names; or they may have no set words but a set
structure, such as confessing sins and then asking for forgiveness.

Set prayers can be used when Christians do not know what to pray, or when
particular and know a prayer which expresses this well. They are often used :
prayers are used because Christians believe they ought to pray these pray
pray in the way he taught them to in the Lord’s Prayer. Different denominat.
prayers which express the things they feel it important to express to God,

However, Christians can pray anything to God, and may choose to mix u
without planning this, or just have a conversation with God about anythi
An example would be someone having a conversation with God about eve
their life. Christians can use informal prayer wheneve &, y want to talk t
prayer when they pray on their own, and whe i'tf. > aant to talk to God
informal prayer can be better in th2 v ¢, . astances because Christians
hand, and set prayers will ~ = ort i détails personal to them,
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Different prayers — nature, examples, when, why
Different types of prayers can be said depending on what a Christian wants
Psalms are good models for Christian prayer, and examples of different type

Adoration — praising God and marvelling at his creation and his work in
to let God know what he means to them because they love him.

‘Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard the sound of my pleadings.
and my shield; in him my heart trusts; so I am helped, and my heart exult
thanks to him.” (Psalm 28:6-7 NRSV) (adoration and thar:

Thanksgiving - being grateful to God for vh th 'a:done for humanit
personally, when/because Chrisﬁgi_{ fa e let God know that they are

Confession galli. ¢ ' ~ hatone is sorry, and what for, and asking for for
£ aaed agamst God's will, because they want to apologlse

Save us, O Lord our God...” (Psalm 106:6, 47 NRSV) (confession an

[ ’Both we and our ancestors have sinned; we have committed iniquit

Intercession — asking God to help others, when Christians know of other
individual, they are highly changeable and personal. Christians may often
Christians in the world and to guide politicians, because they believe he ca
many prayers of intercession will be very individual; for example, ‘Please ‘
hospital’, or 'Please God, help my mother to find a new job'. Christians w
someone in need because they want God's help.

Rosary — Catholics often pray with the help of a rosary, a
beaded necklace with a cross or crucifix attached.
Holding the beads reminds them of which prayers to
pray and helps them to focus. Praying with the rosary can
be an aid to meditation. There are some set prayers
which can be said with the rosary, including prayers
affirming faith and confessing sin. One rosary prayer, the
Hail Mary, is said in devotion to Mary, and because now and at the
Catholics want her to speak to God for them.

Hail Mary, fu

The Lord’s Praver »
The Lord’s Prayer is very |mpor+’ oy Jistians because it is a prayer wh
to pray. What is usually jt W oy has been slightly modified, but it is v

The Lord's Jus W 3 T ratés adoratton and confession. It also features sf

they want to have a relationship with God in the way he wants. The Lord’
services to unite Christians in a common prayer to God, and can be used &
strengthen their relationship with God.
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When teaching the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus also teaches that prayer should b
done for show. He tells the disciples to pray sincerely for what they need
need, so they do not need to use fancy words. Jesus warns that if Christian
God will not forgive them.

““Pray then in this way:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Y

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
debtors. And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil ¢

Divergent Christian attifudes towards the import-"." : of each type oé?
All Christians think that prayer is lmpo|tam

Some, such as the Catholl_r a rch Ao chmk that set prayers are particul
been taught hajeci- L5 r _ections of the Bible, and the Church. They fee
*‘az n these prayers to God. Set prayers can also be impt

G v that other Christians pray these prayers, and so praylné
connected to the Christian community.

Some Christians, such as liberal Protestants, feel that informal prayer is p
relationship with God should be personal — some see praying set prayers
unnecessary, because they are not personal, and so have less meaning (i

Quick questions
18. Outline three purposes of prayer.

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 49 of 73

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS
Qg

Education




Pilgrimage

Keywords:

¢+ monastic - relating to monks; men who remain unmarried and devote th
living in religious communities

+ pilgrimage — making a physical journey to draw closer to God

Nature, history and purpose of pilgrimage

Pilgrimage usually involves a physical journey which is
undertaken to become spiritually closer to God.
Pilgrimage is an opportunity for Christians *o oal ,4,
and develop their faith, and thls isa gt Lo am to do
while on pilgrimage. s

Christians ¢ 11 dou:.e to make a pilgrimage to
00“

anywhere, H\#* e are many popular pilgrimage sites,
and often an important part of pilgrimage is interacting
with other pilgrims who have similar reasons for

pilgrimage.

Pilgrimage is not only a Christian practice and has been going on for tho
important early in Christianity because Christians wanted to visit places Jes
visited, and other important locations within early Christianity. As Christian
pilgrimage sites also spread further afield, and are visited for many differe§

Interpretations of Luke 2:41-43

‘Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of th
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but h

(Luke 2:41-43 NRSV)

Some Christians will see Christian pilgrimage as a continuation of the Jewisk}

Jews used to travel to the Jerusalem Temple for the important celebratio
the wider Jewish community when celebrating, and = . ise it was more
in the Jewish holy place (Jews believed that G .. >< ~d Within the Temp
sacrifices at the Temple as part of the . . | 16t all Jews were able to go
Passover or celebration, b1t .- r ight make the effort to go once, or e
of Jesus felt tEat t'* o 1,‘;':. nmmanded to go on pilgrimage.

tlmes a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your:
he will choose: at the festival of unleavened bread [Passover], at the fest.
festival of booths.” (Deuteronomy 16:16 NRS

Some Christians may also feel that they should go on pilgrimage, as the Jew
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Others will feel that this is a Jewish custom, and as Christians do not cele
all Jewish commandments, they do not need to go on pilgrimage. Jesus
so they do not need to undertake pilgrimages to ensure their salvation.

When Jesus was on pilgrimage in Jerusalem he used it as an opportunity t
of scripture, and to teach. Some Christians will take this a purpose for theit
pilgrimage as a model for theirs.

Divergent Christian teachings about whether pilgrimage is important
Many Christians do feel that pilgrimage is important to Christians today.
faith has been strengthened by visiting a speaal plac. o ime feel better ak:
who are also seeking him at pllgnmage s:te f il Snmunities are able te
and can deepen their faithasaarc. 1 (.2 rengtous communities are ab
on God because of monev* - "rr’ “ee trom being visited by pilgrims (peo:

important e
somewhere Jesus or the apostles Ilved, or where a
vision has been seen. Some Catholics journey to
particular sites because they are thought to be places
of healing.

Not all Christians believe places are important in themselves; many Protest
geographical locations hold any spiritual importance. Protestants are mo
important if it is a means to spend time worshipping privately or with o
meeting and sharing with other like-minded Christians is important.

Some Christians do not think that pilgrimage is important for Christians to
they can spend time developing their relationship with God without traveIE
point of spending time and money worshipping somewhere else when the

Significance of places people g0 on pilgrimage

There are different things that are special about different pilgrimage site

being special include:

+ They are places where Jesus lived, taught, died and rose.

¢ They have a lot of Christian history — they were nmportant places in the
Churches and Christian sites. .

¢ They are places visions have been seer, ~* =
They are sites of healing. .~

Jr‘* 356“r/’they are places people come togetF

They house Christian 7~
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Jerusalem, lona, Taizé and Walsingham
Jerusalem
Jerusalem has always been a significant pilgrimage site for
Christians because some feel they can become closer to
Jesus through walking where he walked. Jerusalem is
especially important because this is where Jesus was
condemned to death, and he would have been crucified
and was reported to have been resurrected in the
surrounding area. Pilgrims can see the remains of the
Temple at which Jesus would have worshipped, and in the
surrounding area are also Bethlehem, his birth plare,
the River Jordan where he was baptised, amc iy ** &.
places of interest. Pilgrims in Jerus>'s 11 3 . . spend time
visiting tmportant sites, s17t th \Jestem Wall of the
rensis ‘,5'. e me Temple s destruction), and
i 1?;9  / Lziieve Jesus visited, as well as many
churches wG# # ave been built since the time of Jesus. Some will walk the
took to his crucifixion.

Iona
Iona is an island off the coast of Scotland. Hundreds of years ago it contait
who helped to evangelise the surrounding area. Situated here now is a ¢
come to participate in a Christian community. Iona is not only significant b
because Christians can come here to worship. As well as worship and othé
can tour the abbey on Iona and go on walks to see important spots on the

Taizé
Taizé in France is interesting in that it incorporates a monastic society of w
several different denominations and come from many different countries
significant. It is famous for a particular style of music and for popularisin
are young and come to join in religious activities with the monks, including

Walsingham

Walsingham is in Norfolk in England. It is important to Christians who
place particular importance on Jesus’ mother, Mary. A vision was seen
of her here, and the Catholic, Anglican and Orthodox Churches all
have shrines to her here. Some feel that it is sxgmflcaf‘* > :cause they
can feel closer to Mary there. Pilgrims can cor e 51 7 devotion to
her at the shrines.

e ——————— - -

Quick quesﬂons ,
19. State

?Ic ies Where Christians may go on pilgrimage.
%éu‘,"i r
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Christian Religious Celebrations

Celebrations are very important to Christians. The whole Church yearis b
time building up to celebrations. Two of the most important are Christmas

Keywords:

+ Annunciation - the announcement of the angel Gabriel to Mary that she
+ apostles - Jesus’ disciples after his death, who spread Christianity
+ martyrs — people who die for their faith

+ Messiah — meaning anointed/chosen one, referring to Jesus coming to sa

"Christ’.
¢ prophets — people who speak to God and t¢ .2 /h ¢ fvo‘ J they may see the
¢ saints — Christians who have died, 27 - ly ¢! ose recogn;sed by the Chu

good person, invmg closetc.Zan “’i_,jumg hns work
. \ngll - staymg awa ‘3 < ., tuor areason, such as meditation or prayer
' . = if that Mary was a virgin when she gave birth to Je
o ﬂy, But by the Holy Spirit

Nature and history of Christian festivals in the Church vear
Much of the Church year is classed as ‘ordinary time’ — no festivals are b

The main festivals in the Church year are Christmas and Easter.

Christmas is preceded by advent (the time
leading up to Christmas) and followed by
Epiphany — which celebrates the wise men'’s
visit to Jesus in western Christianity and Jesus’
baptism in the Orthodox Church — and the rest
of Christmastide, the period after Christmas.
Christmas celebrates Jesus’ birth.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

Easter is preceded by Lent (the time of
preparation before Easter), and is also linked
to Pentecost (the coming of the Holy Spirit
after Jesus' ascension). Easter celebrates
Jesus' resurrection.

Other festivals include All Saints Day and
Trinity Sunday, which celebrates God *»
Trinity. The Catholic Church ce!ur v ...f_.Aany
more saints’ days, inrm A . % mportant
saints. All ‘g D(x 1 members saints (all
dead Chris wﬁx 'saints in this context), to
honour them, ahd in some traditions to pray
for their souls to help them in the afterlife.
Sailjtsj days iq general stem from early This diagram shows the Ch
Christian tradition to honour martyrs — those (though the Catholic
who die for their faith.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education

GCSE Edexcel B Course Companion: Christianity: Beliefs and Life Page 530f 73



Nature and significance of celebrating Christmas and Advent
Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, believed to be the Son of God, whe
humans from their sins. At Christmas, Christians may refer to Jesus as Emn
‘God with us’. While Easter, which celebrates Jesus’ death and resurrectior
important, there would be no Easter without Christmas, and so Christma
Jesus coming to Earth, he could not have died for Christians’ sins. Not only
incarnate, could give Christians an example to follow and pass on God’s \
Christmas gives Christians a special time to focus on this, and to aim to i
God. Christmas is also a time when Christians hope and pray for peace in t
celebrated on different days in different countries and tradrttons In Englar:
25™ December, but this was probably not Jesus’ bn+l

Advent, the time leading up to Christr.c- ar. ,fiportant time for prepar.
symbolically welcome their M sia a . the world again. Note: this starts f
not on the first of P 4 ”'Lh;s means that some’ames it begins at the et
sometime @I ek
emphasise gy

[Prophesy, taken to be about Jesus] ‘For a child has been born for u
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful C
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6 N

Practices associated with Christmas and Advent
Many Churches run Advent courses, to meditate on the meaning
of Christmas.

Many Churches also have Advent wreaths; an Advent wreath is a
ring made of greenery, with four candles around the outside, and
one in the centre. For each Sunday in Advent, one, or one more, of
the candles is lit. On Christmas Day, the candle in the centre is lit in
addition. The four candles are normally said to represent God’s
people, the prophets, John the Baptist, and Mary, Jesus’ mother; or
hope, peace, love, and joy. The central candle represents Jesus, the ‘
light of the world. Additionally, the circularity of the wreath can be taken to
everlasting, and the greenery to symbolise new life. Lighting candles on the
Christians’ meditations on the events leading up to Christmas, and its me 5

Often Churches hold carol services, to remember Jes: “irthand its meam
Christingle service, where a candle is inserted a1 E*op of an orange t
light of the world. Many churches b2' i ; 1nngnt service including the Eu
Christmas, and Jesus into tho ?‘1“6% fo a

History o'g} sh A~ synopsw of biblical accounts of Christmas an
teaching g
Both the Gospeis of Matthew and Luke contain birth narratives and they

happened when Jesus was born, so this combines the main points from

A woman called Mary received a visit from an angel telling her that she h
would have a baby. This is called the Annunciation. Mary was not sure h
because she was a virgin, but the angel told her that the baby would be
Joseph, Mary's fiancé, found out that she was pregnant, and was going t
an angel appeared to him in a dream and explained.
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Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem for a census (to be counted
many citizens he had. There were no rooms available, so they stayed in a
They were visited by shepherds, who had been told by angels that the M

Three wise men travelled from the East following a star which they believed
of the Jews. They asked King Herod where they might find him. Herod's adv
Bethlehem. Herod was worried about there being another king, and asked t
they had found the Messiah. The wise men also visited Jesus and his parent
to go back to Herod. The visit of the wise men is celebrated at Epiphany, tra
January. Herod decided to kill all the male babies within a certain area in ord
Jesus. Mary and Joseph escaped with Jesus to Egypt, aﬁ_““ ' éeing warned by

Many Churches teach that Mary wasa:.n /hb v she gave birth, and
that Jesus was not Joseph's bio! agit o 1d ‘Not all scholars or Christians
agree with this positin .« wrdely accepted. Note: this is the virgin
e 1y o€ confused with the immaculate conception,

did not mhen’tSm because of the Fall, unlike other humans.
Jesus’ birth and these events are celebrated by Christians at Christmas.

Nature and significance of celebrating Holy Week and Easter
Easter celebrates Jesus being resurrected from the dead after being crucii
celebrates that Jesus fulfilled the Jewish law, atoned for humans' sins, a
Christians to be saved from sin, and to be able to have a close relationsh
Jewish Passover, which does not fall on the same date every year. Easter
in March or April.

1 Corinthians 15:12-34 can be interpreted as showing that Easter provid
possible for humans to have an afterlife (as Jesus rose), and that because
Easter, God has granted that this wi//happen if humans follow him (beca
resurrection brought salvation).

‘But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of thos
death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also
for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.” (1 Corin

The writer of the letter, St Paul, argues that there must
be resurrection of the dead because Jesus wac.w
resurrected from the dead. Therefore T~ ; is
significant because celebrati~

5' St Paul was
| persecuted Ch

Christianity w
Nt j,. surrection experience w

gives Christians rea' £ b e afterlife. Jesus speaking

‘39 . blindness by
It also emg Wals that the whole of the Christian faith important ap
rests on Easter; the resurrection. If Jesus did not rise, wrote many of

then he has not brought salvation, and there is no
point in following him. But if Christians do follow him, then they can exp

Holy Week refers to the week before Easter (Sunday to Saturday), and is
preparation, sometimes including fasting, for forty days, excluding Sunda
special days include Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.
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History of Easter and Holy Week - the events they celebrate
Palm Sunday celebrates the Triumphal entry, where Jesus rode into Jerusal
and was enthusiastically greeted by the crowd, who laid cloaks and tree
him, and shouted:

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in th
(Matthew 21:1-11 NRSV)

Many churches have crosses made out of palm branches. It celebrates Je
died for humans’ salvation. It serves to remind Christians that Jesus was
conventional sense.

Also often remembered during Holy Week is t' &'t rg of the tables in the
the Temple, when Jesus when into *< ¢ 2 and threw out all the peopl
make a profit, by selling ar‘ 4 _' "fr\i sqcnﬁce or changmg money (Matthew

{]esus ‘deansmg the Temple] ‘He said to them, “It is written, ‘My hou
of prayer’; but you are making it a den of robbers.”” (Matthew

The rest of Holy Week and Easter celebrate the events described in the s
Life". It might be worth recapping these.

Maundy Thursday celebrates the Last Supper and, in most denomination
Eucharist. Services are often held on the evening of Maundy Thursday a
and sometimes foot-washing. Sometimes the arrest and trials are remem

A service is often held on Good Friday morning or afternoon, depending ¢
denomination, to remember the crucifixion. Sometimes the arrest and tric

Services on Easter Sunday celebrate the resurrection. The
Eucharist will be celebrated. Some churches are decorated
with flowers as a sign of new life. Easter is not just important
because of what Christians celebrate, but the fact that they
do celebrate is important also. Celebrating Easter
demonstrates Christians’ faith and it makes sure they
remember why they are Christians, and why they are grateful
to God. Without festivals such as Easter, it might be easier for
Christians to stop thinking about their faith in detail 1

Celebrating festivals means that the events "n( War e o N
Christians are brought back into th2> 1 _,, with’ the aim Hot cross
‘nchg w;th God. Friday (in t

f e, }....}afiﬁg Holy Week are carried out in different church
Some hold %6:3 where people stay awake overnight. In some churches tt
church with stations to meditate; and symbols, such as a cross, a whip, a ct
prominent positions.

Quick auestions
20. Explain two reasons why Christmas is important to Christians.

21. Explain two reasons why Easter is important to Christians.
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The Future of the Christian Church

The twenty-first century is an interesting time for Christianity. Christianity
countries which had traditionally been strongly Christian, and agnosticis
However, Christianity does appear to be on the rise in the Southern hemisp}
continue to flourish, Christians should learn lessons from the past, and wor:

Keywords:

agnosticism — neither believing nor disbelieving in God or gods
atheism — disbelief in God or gods

evangelism — spreading the news about Jesus and twirg t0 convert peoplé
food bank - somewhere people can go to rece’ .2 sc when they are in fit
Great Commission — when the risen J2s:s 1!(4 fdlsupies 1o go and prea:
Great Schism - the split befw' ne Ly aodox and Cathofic Churches in
missionary work —cc.> 'Juﬂg 4né to evangelism and heiping people pra
Reformzzion - © = - ° - Jetween the Catholic Church and Protestant Churc
aspe '11 Lot a,.lusm) in the 1500s
St Pat w“" figure for Christians; he helped to spread early Christianity and F:
¢ street pastor a Christian volunteer who provides practical support on the

* 6 6 6 6 6 o o

*

Purpose of missionary work and evangelical work :
Evangelism is spreading the news about Jesus with the aim of converting
Jesus’ death, Christians have been trying to convert others, with many of |
work. This is where Christians specifically commit time to evangelising o
practical needs. This can be voluntary or paid.

Christians evangelise in the aim of fulfilling Jesus’ command to spread
the news about him — he commanded his disciples to do this before
ascending to heaven. This is known as the Great Commission
(commissioning is giving someone a task to do).

‘And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good ne
(Mark 16:15 NRSV)

John 20:21-22 also makes it explicit that the purpose of missionary and ev:
Jesus’ mission — God the Father sent Jesus, and then Jesus sent his disciple
help from the Holy Spirit.

‘Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As tho> Father has sent m
had said this, he breathed on them and sa1d ta 1 2ceive the Holy S

History of Church erowth m-v LAr ‘wrk"and evangelical work
Christian evangelism e~ ».77a oegan with Jesus. He reached out, ta
reached a gilhel . ,group of people compared to the number of Chi
W o after his death, |

To begin with, after Jesus’ death, evangelism took place very locally. Jesu
they lived, in Jerusalem and in the surrounding areas. Within a few decade
further, for example to Greece and Italy. Most evangelism was still by worc
communities kept in touch via letter writing. '

“And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, wh
them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied i
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Within a few centuries,
Christianity had more of a
structure; there were priests and
bishops, and it had become
centralised in Rome. It

benefitted greatly from State
power, for example when the
Roman Emperor Constantine
converted in 312 CE. When

rulers converted to Christianity,
they tended to evangelise their
subjects, and Christianity spread
with colonisation in surrounding
countries and via trade. .~~~

5
L

After the G, 1., e split
between it} Betdorn Olthodox
and Western Catholic Churches,
both branches of Christianity
spread separately. Christianity became widespread in much of Europe.

CERMANY

Christion hréas, ca: 300
Avess Choistianized, 300600
[} s Chinnied, €00.800
"o Conters of Chsistian diffusion

- Datea-indicate period of conversion to Cheistianizy:

MORTH AFRICA

Map showing the spread of

From the fifteenth century onwards, European countries began to colonise
was practically important to them because if they converted the people th
people were more likely to accept their rule.

Slightly later missionaries were sent by Churches, rather than state powers
the Reformation where Protestants (protesters) split from the Catholic Ch
Protestants wanted to expand their own denominations.

In modern times evangelism and missionary work can be local and global.
needed because more people in Christian countries may be atheists and a
majority of people (who did not belong to another religion) attended chur
overseas has made it easier for missionary organisations to send people a

Divergent ways this is put info practice by the Church locally, nation
Missionary work and evangelism can be local, national or global.
Local
¢ Some local church communities hold events and activities (e.g. toddle
the elderly) for the local community; to prov;de fnr’f iem, and also as
Church. {missionary and evangehsm) o . -
¢ Vicars and priests go into school< i = "’ow e children to Christianity
Some local churches he'“ e _.itiés to benefit the community. (m
¢ Street pastors ! 1 e ©wWiio do not have to be ordained) provide pra
ary Ny of the community, providing support for vulnerable
,,,ur (missionary)

social 4

gdub"‘

National

+ There are national initiatives to evangelise, such as Alpha courses, whi
an introduction to Christianity. (evangelism)

¢+ Messy Church is another national initiative — where churches provide ¢
and incorporate worship, to introduce families to the Church. (evange

+ Many food banks are run by Christian organisations to help those wh
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Global

+ Many missionaries work in countries where Christians are struggling
well-established; as well as in less-economically-developed countrie
considerations, such as health care (helping with physical as well as sp
(missionary and evangelism)

Christian attitudes as to why evangelical work is important for the
individual Christians

Christians evangelise for many reasons. Primarily, this is because Jesus cor
and make more disciples after he rose from the dead, in the Great Commi
apostle who was active shortly after Jesus’ death, wt ;. nighly regarded b
much of his time evangelising (as recorded in int ™ s.cal book the Acts of
detailed in his letters in the New T2 t 11 <« . Tnerefore, many individual Cf
evangelism is important, 22 -~ /a" £4is8 as part of their service to God.
Some indli (AR
know God, tﬁsially those who believe that Christianity is the only way to
it is important to help other people to know God. In the Great Commissi
not believe would not be saved.

\"+..astians are also be incentivised to evangelise out of coi

“The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one
will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16 NRSV)

Aside from these reasons, the Church needs to evangelise in order to mair;
if it is to raise funds and encourage volunteers to serve the local and glo
important to the Church because it helps to keep the Church going.

Quick questions
22. Outline three ways that evangelism may be put into practice.
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The Role and Importance of the Local Church in the L¢

The local church, within Christianity, refers to both a building for worship &
Christians. An area within which a church works is sometimes called a pa
services on Sundays; they do many other things as well.

Keywords: :
¢ ecumenism - cooperation between different churches and different denon:

Role and importance of the local church — how it helrs the individu
The role of the local church is to help Christian hr e '{s - those who att
do not — and also to help the commurm‘\ . g " dai s important becaus

For Christians, a local <'.a -2 Jo é lot It will aim to be the centre of C
living pracge by 1 L4ing worshlp and a good example for Christian life

It will proviae’ services, usually once or twice on a Sunday, but within some
throughout the week as well. These allow Christians to worship God and
Christians for whom sacraments are important, the Church is essential to tE
services for baptisms, marriages, funerals, and other such occasions allo
religion in important moments in their lives. As well as
services, there are often Bible study groups, or other
religious meetings, such as prayer meetings, at the Church,
or other venues such as members’ houses. Structured
worship is especially important for Christians who are not
sure about the best way to worship God. Activities such as
listening to sermons and being led in prayer can teach a
Christian something they did not already know, or make
them reflect on an aspect of their faith they had not really
thought about before. Churches may facilitate different age
groups by running separate activities for younger children,
or run services in local schools.

When Christians are in hospital, or unable to attend Church, a priest/vicar
take them access to a recorded service, take them sacraments, or go to spe
Churches broadcast their services, or stream them online to be more incl
members may also visit Christians who need to 4", Ja eligious issue, or
happened in their lives and they need Slizt ol < ‘met;mes this is somethi;
for them. These visits are lmpo", 7 | ey make sure that everyone is pre
who need it. S g

w@“ , services and church groups allow Christians to spend
friendships, and allowing them to talk about their faith and share life exp
are not necessarily worship-focused, such as youth groups or weekly meetlg

with each other. Friendship and community are also an important part of

Some churches also take part in ecumenism; which is where churches w
different denominations, and carry out joint activities or services, and w
important because it helps to unite the Christian community, and can als
achieve more, when used in partnership with those of other churches.
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Local churches can also do a lot for the community who may not be
church-goers. Some outreach activities (those that reach out to the
community), such as Alpha courses, may be aimed primarily at
evangelism, which can be important in introducing people to the
Christian faith. Others may be more aimed at catering for practical
needs. Churches run activity clubs for young people, toddler groups, lunch
kitchens for the homeless and many other things. For some people the cht
provider of activities, companionship, or basic necessities, which means th:
their lives.

Local churches may also undertake projects on a Ia'q + ale, such as buildi
country, or running another type of charity or rec ! )gaE churches often ha
for charities and good causes, and 7 . ! auppOtt local issues and raise
government. Some church~, or~ - tood banks which provide food for ti
SOME SUPPOLtre s * 5.7 | «itiatives - putting volunteers on the streets t
communit. 11 \ vdmerable people. Such community involvement can be i
the commu'a®® projects will be funded, the hungry will be fed and the qu
have a voice. In some areas where there are street pastors, crime levels ha

Why the local church helps the individual believer and the local are
Local churches (those who run and support them) wish to help Christians (
spiritual lives, through teaching them, providing them with sacraments, ar
their faith by cultivating Christian friendships and helping others. They ma
because they want what is best for other Christians/people. They know the
faith and in their lives, and so want to help others in this way. They may als
for this reason — they want them to be happy.

[The Golden Rule] ‘In everything do to others as you would have the
law and the prophets.” (Matthew 7:12 NRSV

The local church also wants to help individual believers and the local are
would serve him.

‘... whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant,
be first among you must be slave of all.” (Mark 10:43-44

‘And the king will answer them, “Truly T tell you, just 25 you did it to one :
members of my family, you di . » 10 (Matthew 25::

The early Church also emphpf" 44" . L eduirch leaders should serve their me
5:1-4, the writer 1tellr C' % 4 "aers that they should look after their congre
' rnwarded for it. It also tells them to be good examples

1 exhort the elders among you 1o tend the flock of God that is in
the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God Would
(1 Peter 5:1-2 NRSV)
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Many Church leaders will, therefore, feel that they must look
after individual Christians in their communities and do so
willingly. Some may do this for the heavenly reward, while
others may be more motivated out of compassion. Some
may interpret this passage to emphasise churches caring for
Christians (God's flock), and not non-Christians in the local
community, but others will feel that everyone is a member of
God's flock, whether they accept it or not, and so everyone
should be provided for.

Providing activities and aid as a church also means t
church members can get involved in helpirg v < 5
facilitating this, churches help pecn'z i ® « :,,,Way'é — helping those in nee
good by helping them. -~~~ .7

Churches ! sh o évangelise new Christians to help others come to kr:
new membYa®

Quick questions

23. Explain two reasons why a local church may help local Christians and th
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The Role and importance of the Church in the Worldw:

The Church in the worldwide community can refer to the entire global Chri
used to refer to an individual Christian denomination globally; for exam
worldwide. One ecumenical organisation which aims for all churches to
without trying to make them the same, is the World Council of Churches. 1
main Christian denominations. The Catholic Church is not a member, but ¢
The World Council of Churches wants Christians to work together for a bet
feel unity in Jesus.

Keywords:
¢ persecution — being treated badly, for exar pfF

j, Cause of religious bellefc;

R

+ reconciliation — being reum’cer‘I A r _ve sense with someone one was &

Role and iZegta . © ~'.he Church in the worldwide community
An entire C auw‘*"“ denommatlon or group of denominations, has much |
a local chur™® The Church has campaigned worldwide for many issues, inc
+ for peace, and reconciling civil conflict and conflict between nations
+ for the end of racism and other inequalities and breaches of human

+ for welfare for the poor

The worldwide Church is important if it can make a positive
impact on these issues and make a difference to people’s lives. C

The Church works for worldwide evangelism which is important because
bring others to their faith, and also provides the Church with members.

On a global scale, denominations can try to set guidelines for worship pr
particular beliefs. If they did not do this, then there might not be unity w
same denomination.

The Church in the worldwide community may be important to Christians b:
are many other Christians who are committed to their faith and experience
modern technology, a worldwide Christian community can help Christian
someone who can answer their questions or help with their problems loca:
another Christian to help them with a religious or practical problem furth

The Church also supports many charities v ol 1vs ..»whicé seek to evang

aid, providing spiritual and phvr A others.

o

M Ty reconcmatlon
. %6&3\,«‘ wérldwade community works to
reconcile coitriict and inequality in a number of ways.
Some Church leaders try to negotiate between
conflicting parties to get them to come to an
agreement. For example, Pope Francis, 266" leader of
the Catholic Church, worked to reconcile the US with
Cuba. Churches speak out against inequality and

campaign for laws to change to make things equal.

3

Vatican City
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For example, the Christian Church, including members such as Archbisho
helped to reconcile white people and black people after apartheid in Sou

The Church works for reconciliation out of compassion. They want everyor:
create a better world. They also work for reconciliation because Jesus stres
Jesus taught to treat enemies well, to forgive others, and to treat people w

‘So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember tl
sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar
to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.” (Ma:

“You have heard that it was said, “You shall love vov . ghbour and hate ‘
Love your enemies and pray for thr %r“h | _ersecute you...” (Matt

“Then Peter came and said to him %« *d & g.-‘other member of the church sir
forgive? As many as seven .~ 95‘7 T8 said to him, “Not seven times, but,
' (Matthew 18:21-22 NRSV)

““You shall love your neighbour as vourself.”” (Matthew

The Church also works to reconcile people with God, through evangelis
covered in the section on The Future of the Christian Church.

Problems faced by the persecuted Church
Many Christians worldwide are persecuted for their beliefs. They may no
or have access to Bibles, and they may even face threats and violence. Thic
state dislikes all religious beliefs (which has occurred in communist states),
Christian religion (such as North Korea); or where a country officially allo
other religions wish to eradicate Christianity and promote only their relig
Boko Haram in Nigeria). This is not new, and indeed Christian states and
atheists and members of non-Christian religions as well.

The Church has tried to support persecuted Christians, but this is not alwa:
worldwide community can try to combat persecution in several ways. It cat
alliances to ensure freedom of worship in different countries, and sometim
members of other religions for a more tolerant society.

Some Christians seek reconciliation with their persecutors, and forgive them,
Christians try not to lose faith due to persecution, behew : '
Churches may meet and worship in secret to pvw' e .8
forced to leave their homes to escape ro & tiv

Divergent ChristiM P s 4..‘5‘*:;;51‘6 i;eachin.qs about charitv

Jesus taught Christians to love their neighbours and his life shows how mu
he helped others; charitable gifts and actions are a practical application
loving others.
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In the parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-46) Jesus taug
and provide clothing, food and shelter, will be the ones to inherit the kmgE
really doing it for him — and those who do not, will not. '

“Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stra
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me,
me... Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are me:
to me.”” (Matthew 25:34-36, 40 NRSV)

Jesus also taught in Mark 12:41-44 that giving a sme’ . iount, when it is &
than giving a lot if it does not make a dent Nl sortal wealth — he
small amount to the Temple because ,' ey ‘atford it.

St Paul taught in 1 Corm aat Iove is more important than glvm

Christians pogeatc f, 7
meanmgte 11 o)

e

‘If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so tha
have love, I gain nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:3 N

Different Christians have different attitudes towards charity. Some feel th
this is what is taught in the parable of the sheep and the goats — if they
heaven. Others take what St Paul said seriously, and feel that they must giv
argue that as loving people is more important than giving charity, charit
will disagree.

Some Christians are not too worried about how much charity they give, as |
try to give as much as possible, as Jesus commanded people to give their ‘~

“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to th
treasure in heaven...” (Mark 10:21 NRSV)

Some Christians give a tithe, which is a set amount of their income (often &
'tithe’ derives from), because this was commanded in the Old Testament.
expenses such as taxes; others calculate it in different ways, or try to give &

‘Set apart a tithe of all the yield of your seed that is brought in y
(Deuteronomy 14:72 NRSV)

Work of Christian Aid — what it doe° D) w-- o
There are many charities whwh  lawide to help others, for exampl
aims pr;mar;ly to supnr ki «Lnnst:ans and non-Christians) pract|cally
less-econO iy -« ped countnes responding to natural disasters; he
Mlter and education; and helping refugees.

One of the main projects which Christian Aid has been working on in rec
crisis — the Syrian people need food, shelter and medical supplies, as wel

Christian Aid often works with small, local organisations in the places it hel
type of support which people actually need. It often tries to use sustaina
for example, by giving a family a chicken — when the chicken lays eggs, the
and/or income.

Christian Aid also campaigns for change, hoping that governments will wo
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Christian Aid campaigns in various ways, including television and Interne
fundraising. In May every year they hold Christian Aid week, where volu
through people’s doors and then go back to collect them. Many church
Aid.

Christian Aid carries out its work because of the biblical teachings to hel
for those who do not have what they need to live safe, healthy and fulfill
everyone deserves the chance to have a fulfilling life, without living in po
this a reality.

Quick auestions

24. Outline three reasons why Christians give charitv. -

25. Explain two reasons why the Chur-t. "srnf?"‘“,’,@r"'r"é'cwbncitiation in the
community. Referto a souz.» 5 dom and authority.
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Summary for Living the Christian Life

+ Worship, devotion to God, can be practiced in many ways. Some wo
set words and actions, and some follow a liturgical pattern. Others do
included in worship, including a sermon, Bible readings, singing, pray:
— Different religions worship in different ways. Prayer is particula

Muslims. There are three sets of prayers which Jews are expecte
of prayers which Muslims are expected to say every day (as well
those of either religion might want to offer). The Jews' holy buil
holy day is the Sabbath (Friday evening until Saturday evening).
mosque and their holy day is Friday. ~

+ Some denominations practice up fc s Vo a‘.faments special wor:
all, accept baptism and thhf orseas sacraments. Baptism is whe
accepted into the 3 v augh being anointed with, or immersed
remerg il -c i.ast Supper where bread and wine are shared
his bo Yk

] biood for the salvation of the world and the forgivene

¢ Prayer, taikmg to God, can take place at many times
and in many forms. Prayers can be set (exact or
structured) or informal. Common types of prayer are
adoration, thanksgiving, confession and intercession.
The Lord’s Prayer is particularly important to
Christians as this is the prayer which Jesus taught them
to pray.

+ Many Christians go on pilgrimages — they go on a
physical journey to help them progress in their faith.
Some go because they feel that a particular place is
significant, while others go mainly to spend time
worshipping and to be with other Christians.
Popular pilgrimage places include Jerusalem, Iona,
Taizé and Walsingham.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

+ Christians celebrate many events. Christmas and Advent are importa
and symbolically prepare for the birth of Jesus. Holy Week (including
Thursday and Good Friday) and Easter remember Jesus’ sacrifice wh
celebrate the new life which Christians can inherit because of his res

¢ The future of the Church is uncertain. Evangelis: . - sonverting oth
through missionary work — has alwayr b en o )ortant to Christians COPYRIGHT
Christians to make more discin’¢ 4.~ . geiiém ‘happens in many diff PROTECTED

national church outlmf‘: md 4 ;ough travelling missionaries, amon

¢ Thelogmaur « 1portant for different reasons. It provides servic
for Ch!

a5 and the local community, in order to help Christians’ s
evangeiise.

o
19
¢ The Church does many things in the worldwide community — includi
inequality, and evangelising — and individual denominations try to
belief. Some Christians are persecuted, and this is a problem for the
worldwide support charity, including charitable organisations such a
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Christian Beliefs

Answers

Question Answer/mark Scheme
Number
1 ¢ Father
¢ Son (accept Jesus)
¢ Holy Spirit (accept Spirit or Holy Ghost)
1 mark per Person, maximum 3
2 + The Nicene Creed teaches that God is three persons and one being.

¢ ltsays that God the Father created the Earth, G~ 1e Son came to save
the Spirit spoke through the prophets” '

+  The Bible presents the threP Ly ) Yo
+ At Jesus’ baptlsm‘C’ oL :_/,_-.....speaks from heaven and the Holy Spiri

Ao:eEt any rel:

ko

o >veloibment cannot be credited twice. Each development must be rele
e rting and'to the question asked.

i 'hd any relevant development
i ..pomt 2 marks per developed point {maximum 4)

3 + A Christian may interpret the Bible and its account of the creation of the
may believe that it is exactly true.
¢ They may believe that the world was created in a week and that God cre
as the first people.
+ A Christian may interpret the Bible and its account of Creation metapho
believe that it is symbolic and not literally true.
¢ They may believe that God created the universe through the Big Bang a
evolution, and that Genesis is a poetic account of Creation, not factual.
Accept any relevant way, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be rele
supporting andto the question asked.
4 ¢ The Creation narrative may be important to Christians today because it
Christians have dominion over creation, that they have control/ownersh
+ This can be used to justify Christians using natural resources as they like an
¢ 'God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
every living thing that moves upon the earth”.” God said, “See, I have giv
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with s
shall have them for food'." (Genesis 1:28-29 NRSV)
¢ The Creation narratives may be important to Christians today because J
Jesus was present at the creation of the world, and so the Trinity has alw:
¢ 'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the W
was in the beginning with God. All things came i~ - bemg through him,
one thing came into being...' (John 1:1-3 L0
¢  Christians can feel that it is imporian tha
Accept any relevant reasor. .\ i‘év o \.;de'\)élopment, and any relevant sou
and authority 18
1 r\"*rk gt u.:" wit, 1 mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for a
O “suom and authority.
2 elopment cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relev
supportmg and to the question asked, as must the reference o a source of w
5 + If Jesus was God then this shows how much God loved humanity becau

+ If Jesus was God then this means that his teachings have authority.
¢ God becoming human can help Christians relate to a God who experienced
experience.

Accept any relevant reason
1 mark per reason, maximum 3
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Question

Answer/mark Scheme

Number
6 ¢ Jesus told his disciples that the bread he was sharing was his body, brok:
¢ He told them that the wine he was sharing was his blood, given as a nev
¢ He said that one of his disciples would betray him.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per point, maximum 3
7 ¢  Christians believe that Jesus’ death enabled them to have a relationship

¢ The tearing of the curtain in the Temple showed that the boundary betw
humans had been removed.

+  Christians may believe that Jesus’ last days and death fulfilled Old Testa
that Jesus was a suffering servant.

+ This is important because it shows that fe..
planned to save humanity. 4

5 L‘;art of God's long-ter

Accept any relevant reasor, _vant development

1 mark per simplé v VA rdeveloped point {(maximum 4)

a~1ot be credited twice. Each development must be rele
he question asked.

8 ?3\0“ aul taught that Jesus had saved Christians frem sin and death.
is means that Christians do not have te worry when they do somethin
Jesus has saved them, they will stili go to heaven.
¢ ‘For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the |
death’.’ (Romans 8:2 NRSV)
+ St Augustine taught that salvation was predestined — God has chosen w
advance, before they are born.
¢ This means that salvation is granted due to God's grace only, and is not
good actions that an individual does.
Accept any relevant teaching, any relevant development, and any relevant sc
and authority.
1 mark per simple point, T mark per development (maximum 4), 1 mark for a
source of wisdom and authority.
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be relev
supporting and'to the question asked, as must the reference to a source of w
9 ¢ heaven
¢ hell
¢ purgatory
1 mark per place, maximum 3
10 You must fulfil the criteria for connections AND judgments to get top marks i

Connections Judgments
A few shallow connections between Points not well-supported and
material relevant to question. Very conclusion does not follow from
narrow understanding of religion. arguments.
Many shallow connections between Some atter:pt at supporting
material relevant to question. Narrow arc s i 1d evaluation, thoug

understanding of religion. .on does not fully follow.

Wlost points are well-supported
with reasonable evaluation, leadi
to a conclusion which is somew#:
supported.
Aflpoints are well-supported wit
comprehensive evaluation leadin
questlon ConS/stenta/good to a conclusion which is fully
understanding of religion. supported.

Good reasoning and differ- i ow g ires
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Question

Answer/mark Scheme

Number
10 Points and Justification For: Points and Justification
(cont.) ¢ Jesus tells the thief on the cross next to him | ¢  Many verses in the B

idea of the resurrect
the end of time, e.g.

that he will be in paradise with him today —
this implies that he will be in heaven
immediately after death. their graves will rise.
¢ Jesus told his followers that they would will not go immedia
inherit eternal life, not life that stops and + Many Christians beli
starts again, so Christians must live on in the end of time — it
heaven or purgatory after death. for people to enter
¢ Churches such as the Catholic Church teach have been judged.
that this is the case — that people will go to ‘Many Protestant Ch
one of these realms. “pelieve in pu rgatory,
hell. Purgatory is no
Jesus in the Bible.

,us’tif'iéation‘

Accept any relev:

2rsin Soa ol refer to different Christian points of view can score a
11 ne .uient/loving
ihteous
. omnipotent/powerful
1 mark per point, maximum 3
12 ¢  Christians may question their faith if they cannot reconcile evil and suffe
and powerful God.
¢ They may feel that it does not make sense to allow evil and suffering if
enough to stop it, and cares about humans.
+ Christians may question the existence of God if they believe that God ca
powerful because of the problem of evil/suffering.
¢ They may feel that God does not exist because the Christian God is lovir
there cannot be a loving and powerful God if there is evil and suffering.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be rele
supporting andto the question asked.
13 ¢ Some Christians believe that there is evil and suffering because people

¢ Some Christians believe that there is evil and suffering because God is n
cannot stop it.
¢ Some Christians believe that there is evil and suffering because this is a |
humans’ sins.

Accept any relevant solution

1 mark per solution, maximum 3
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Living the Christian Life

Question Answer/mark Scheme
Number
14 ¢ Bible reading
¢ Singing hymns
¢ Sermon
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per practice, maximum 3
15 ¢ Liturgical worship is important to Christians as worship with a familiar st

Christians to feel comfortable during the practice of worship.

+ If Christians are familiar with the structure of worsr p then they are free
God, rather than thinking about what mig';ih o j;jng next, or how to
practice. L &

¢ Liturgical worship is impor iy arisuans because it provides a settin

¢  For Christians, s3F st 5 y Latholics, liturgical worship is vital as they
receive G..i 1 *~ Lifough the sacraments, and without liturgical wors

Hie w God’s grace in this way.

jany relevant reason, and any relevant development

L ;060
S per simple point, 2 marks per developed point {(maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be rele
supporting and'to the question asked.

Eucharist

Baptism

Matrimony

Confirmation

Holy Orders

Penance

¢ Anointing of the sick

16

* & & ¢ o o

1 mark per sacrament, maximum 3
17 You must fulfil the criteria for connections AND judgments to get top marks
Connections Judgments

A few shallow connections between
material relevant to question. Very
narrow understanding of religion.

Points not well-supported and
conclusion does not follow from
arguments.

Many shallow connections between
material relevant to question. Narrow
understanding of religion.

Some attempt at supporting
argument and evaluation, thoug
conclusion does not fully follow.

Good understanding of religion.

Good reasoning and different viewpoints
considered. Partially answers question.

Most points are well-supported

with reasonable evaluation, leadi
to a conclusion which is somewh,
supported.

Good critical reasoning and different
viewpoints considered. Fu/ly answers
question. Consistently good
understanding of religion.

Aff points are well-supported wit
. ive evaluation leadin
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Question

Answer/mark Scheme

Number
17 Points and Justification For: Points and Justificatio
(cont.) ¢ Jesus told his disciples in the Great ¢ The Catholic Churc

sacraments; all are
churches celebrate

Commission (Matthew 28) that those who
were baptised would be saved, which could
imply that those who are not baptised will Eucharist as sacram
not be saved. clearly more impor
¢ Baptism welcomes Christians into the Body | ¢ Quakers and the Sa
of Christ and the Christian family. Some celebrate baptism
peaple do not consider people who are not them baptism is no
baptised to be proper Christians. ¢ Even for Christians
¢ The two sacraments which most churches important, many b
carry out are baptism and the Eucharist — -« ./ important to have
and some churches do not let pauale ?513 with God — to pray
the Eucharist if they are - > be i 4 5o Bible and help othe
baptism is imnc iz 4« ‘coming been baptised.
Christia s 4 A “_idrch and allowing
o Ul ko . _sss the Eucharist.
119(‘1 B any relevant point or justification.

%6""

18 Pne purpose of prayer is adoration; to praise God for being amazing.
+ One purpose of prayer is thanksgiving; to thank God for the good thin
Christians and for helping them.
¢ One purpose of prayer is confession; to apologise to God for sinning, a
forgiveness.
Accept any relevant purpose
1 mark per point, maximum 3
19 ¢ Jerusalem
¢+ Iona
¢ Taizé
¢ Walsingham
Accept any relevant place
1 mark per point, maximum 3
20 ¢ Christmas is important to Christians because it is when they celebrate J
world.
¢ They are grateful that God came to live among them, to have a relation
¢  Christmas is also important to Christians because it is a time to celebrate
¢  Christians feel that God wants to unite humanity — the angels sang abo
and cares for them all.
Accept any relevant reason, and any relevant development
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be rele
supporting andto the question asked. A
21 +  Easter is important to Christians because it ce’.. .. 2s Jesus rising from

¢  Christians find this important beca‘use;_f_.., S0V
they can hope for eternal Incp ‘

et that Jesus conque

: 'ir N secause it celebrates Jesus saving hum
by dymg and rising triumphant.

¢ Easteris |mporta'_'_§’r
paymg theezis

1 B’zark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

One development cannot be credited twice. Each development must be rele
supporting and'to the question asked.
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Question

Answer/mark Scheme

Number

22 ¢  Churches can evangelise through running Alpha courses to introduce p
¢ Vicars and priests can go into schools to introduce children to Christiani
¢ Missionaries can travel abroad to introduce people to Christianity in cou

Christianity is not the main religion.

Accept any relevant way
1 mark per solution, maximum 3

23 ¢ Many Christians believe that they should help others, because they wou

themselves — therefore the local church wants to help local Christians an
¢ Jesus taught Christians to treat others as they would like to be treated.

¢ The local church also feels that it has a respons’. y to help local Christ
community because the Bible teaches *~: . . ¢h ders should help th
+ It may also feel that it has a rec:xc 3si. ’|l+ «wnelp evangelise the local cc
Christians see all of hl r fy s aud’s ﬂock and want to bring non-beli
to God. i

Armot ar

supporting andto the question asked.

24 ¢ Christians give charity because Jesus taught that those who helped othe
heaven.
¢ Christians give charity because Jesus taught that people should love oth
shows this love.
¢ Christians may give charity because the Old Testament teaches that peo
to God.
Accept any relevant reason
1 mark per point, maximum 3
25 ¢ The Church works for reconciliation out of compassion.

¢ Jesus taught people to love their neighbours, and trying to create a wor
practical way of showing this love and consideration for others.
¢ "You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39 NRSV)

¢ The Church also works for reconciliation because Jesus taught that people

¢ For example, those treated badly in the apartheid should not resent tho
them, but should forgive them because Jesus taught that people should
their enemies.

¢ ‘'You have heard that it was said, "You shall love your neighbour and hate
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you..." (Matt

¢ 'Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the chur
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times"?" Jesus said to him
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.” (Matthew 18:21-22 NRSV)

Accept any relevant reason, any relevant development and any relevant sou
and authority.

‘ax.mum 4), 1 mark for a

1 mark per simple point, 1 mark per develr*“*? =1
of wisdom and authority. ‘

One development cannc* = di 3 twiice. Each development must be rele
supporting and/ ¥zt~ e > L ot asked as must the reference to a source of v
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