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This resource covers the Religious Studies GCSE AQA specification for

Section A: The Study of Religions: Beliefs and Teachings, for the religion Always check the exam board
of Christianity. website for new information,

Theme content is split into five sections as follows:
1.
2.

Teacher’s Introduction

including changes to the specification
and sample assessment material.

A4 teacher information pages.

Two A3 revision posters, between them covering the 8 subtopics. These are labelled: n and
These posters are intended as a summary of all Christianity material, focusing on the main points rather than
the detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Eight A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides

write-on activities for students to complete. Answers are provided in the A4 subtopic revision posters

and the A4 extension question answer pages. These are labelled with numbers inside white circles:
Exam-style questions in the activity sheets are marked by a pencil icon: <=)]J)

Eight A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3
subtopic activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have
enough space for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

A4 answers to extension questions. These pages provide answers to the extension questions not covered on
the A4 subtopic revision posters.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

A3 revision poster

A4 sub-topic revision poster

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to revise at the end of a topic/subtopic, or before a test or
an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and to help the students
engage with the information in a productive way.

H Dixon, October 2016

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made to this
resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has purchased, and
details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Christianitu, - ﬁ%euqawxd’l'eadﬁngb- %W(Beuqa Natural suffering is e.g. pain

pain which is not s, i causedbya
caused by a person, % i tsunamior
but by natural events K earthquake,

A or by disease

Evil is morally bad intention The
or action, often resultir. jin Jest

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

believe he is omnipotent, loving and just, although this highlights
the problem of evil and suffering. Many Christians also believe in
the Trinity; that God is one being made up of three persons — God

the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit. e.g. murder,
: P % Moral suffe” - 1 thgeft fror
s ) ‘ d \\~ 7
wh|(c 7 YT exploitation.
pacdl rate ZU n
4 /
God Qualities:

\/‘ There are various solutions to the problen
=4

and suffering. Some Christians believe th
loving to allow humans free will, giving th
capacity to commit evil, and/or that suffe

£) > > just. Some believe that God is powerful, b
I 1 om.apotent, loving and just by nature, the some things are not possible; e.g. creating
.. _{em arises: why does he allow evil and suffering? without suffering.

L
-~
U Problems for Christians:

=>» God is believed to be omnipotent or
all-powerful. The Bible teaches of his
power, shown especially in his
creation of the world, and his
salvation of humanity.

=>» God is believed to be lo,
Bible he sends Jesus to

-~ A W

o+ . _Ad Suffering:

for humanity’s sin. A
> God is believed to be just\iy - => If God is not omnipotent, loving and just, this seems to undermine Christianity, In the pal
and fair. He rewards the good'and which is based on belief in a loving God, holds that God was powerful enough to the goats
punishes the bad. In the Bible he does create the universe and defeat death, and that God is fair and good. will judg
not abandon his people; he saves => If God is omnipotent, loving and just, it does not make sense for him to allow evil time dep¢
them from slavery in Egypt and leads and suffering, or allow the innocent to suffer when the wicked often succeed — —the ge
9 them to a Promised Land. y the existence of evil and suffering may lead people to question their faith. anc
o) D) In the par
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Role of the Word and g m—— bridesmaids, Je
) o N the Spirit: : The story of people should |
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning > Genesis 1:1-3 says : creation is discussed in Kingdom of Gi
with God. All things came into being through him, and V that the spirit of God 'f]hesBng iJ“ Se]“eSiS the world an
without him not one thing came into being...’ was present at Diffe?;lm. gh,?sﬁ;,ns to comegy
d (John 1:1-3 NRSV) creation. interpret it differently. :
< = John 1:1-3 says that TS 3 g
the Word (Jesus) was i The Affel
Genesis records the creation of the universe and of life. There are present at creation, » i what Ch:
two different accounts. was God, and that 7 4 ) com.es‘ ar PY RI HT
In the first, God creates the universe and its inhabitants in six days, everything was ' J 2 EZIriI:‘I:zSI CO G
and then rests a day. Plants and animals are created before humans. created thguegim ( I ") i happens P ROTECTE D
S. v mportance and ! where the
The second varies slightly; after God has created Earth, he creates v 1D = Influence of creation for I what will
man. He then creates plants and animals, and then creates wo~ , 7 4 Christians today: end of tir
out of one of man’s ribs. — /,,,\ =>» Many Christians Mervreannnreesitd |9
_ ) ' W believe that God gave
The woman is tempted by a serpezaend th ¢~ 2460 ¢ /"wt u1’ them dominion over
the tree of knowledge of g, : Goc s 5 ~at of their the Earth — that he has Some € 09
——— ~N let them rule over it. resur.rec1 .
Intei => Many Christians dead will b EdUCOtIOﬂ
= So.Prristians interpret the Bible literally; they believe that the world believe that God at the enc
was created in seven days and that God created humans as they are now. charged them with that the ¢
=> Some Christians interpret the Bible symbolically. They believe that God stewardship — looking from their
created the world and humanity, but that the biblical account of creation after the world and
is not literally true — God may have created the world through the Big the environment, so ) Som
Bang, and humans through evolution. they believe they immortgy
-/ \_ Y, will bt




o ge e . . . . Understandings of the term ‘Son of God’: —
Ch”'mm'lu’ ) (BMA (l.lldTQG.Ch.lﬂ.gA B 3(’,611.& Christ and Salvation Some Christians believe/believed that the ! The (
term ‘Son of God’ indicates that Jesus was the It
a special human chosen by God, with a i incluc
special relationship with God. Humansare | i = hi
often referred to as God’s children. Some > hi
early believers felt that Jesus was a divine > hi
4 ) being, but not equal te God the Father. i Thes
Biblical Basis for the Incarnation and S . . : arek
Jesus Being the Son of God: Viany C.hrIStl.a.p r hd ),eF“i\;‘e thst:esus R
=>» God spoke approval at Jesus’ baptism o r?ic 'T/pe‘ L)k 1/fthle‘l‘riiit:.r’ uta
and at the Transfiguration. § Al A=
=> Jesus showed his glory at the 2 ' —e/ - ~N
Transfiguration. ‘ A A N R beireve Jesus was the
=> Jesus is spoken of as God in the flesh in - Sor F od:

L - 'r’l{e is referred to as the Son of God
in the Gospels, including by God.
=>» Jesus’ early followers believed him
to be the Son of God (shown in the
Acts of the Apostles and the letters
in the New Testament).

the New Testament.
=» Jesus had divine qualities:

% he could heal

% he performed mirac!,

% he claimed authorit

% he came back from t

\L => Many churches teach that he/\ T:e GJOSF
: that Jest

Shows that God wants \ Is the Son of God. 7; (crucifix

Shows that God is compassionate to have a relationship resull

and cares enough about humans to with humans, and Q fulfille

live with them and die for them makes it easier to relate ‘And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, Testa

« the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”” prophec

Shows that <= (Matthew 3:17 NRSV) the pur
there can be Many Christians believe that Jesus Sh_OWS that God ' Jesus’ Iit

life after death fulfilled the Jewish Law, so they do  is powerful achiew

--------------------------------------------------

not need to follow it ;
i Salvation within Christianity long-tefn

refers to being saved from sin : hum:
and death. Christians believe Jesus i

! brought them salvation, through

i atonement. Other means of

: salvation include law, grace and

i the Spirit.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sin is an interesting concept, which often means acting against
God’s will, but can also refer to a state of separation from God.

.,
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Personal Sin: RS
Most Christians believe in personal sin — when someone acts/ -
thinks against God’s will, damaging their relationship with God. Law: = 4 4 CO PY RIG HT
ws sto~ S T
'vatic ﬁollowing PROTECTED
‘( Original Sin: 3 4 t.Jewish Law.
Some Christiar~ ( jeadly e /| Christians believe they
Cathol®- v /i’ lievajr D < no longer need to I
N\ a (= W\ AT ge'éved to follow all of this, as 9
Christians believe that they need —gaing 2 1 od from birth. they receive salvation
from sin, so that they can I \ ) J through following Jesus 09
relationship with God, anc .~ The concept is generally credited instead.
go to hell. The consequence to St Augustine, who believed that N\ / EdUCO‘tion
believed to be death; those \ when Adam and Eve (the first e
receive eternal life. people) sinned against God, their Grace and the Spirit: Some |
nature became damaged (fallen), Many Christians believe that grace is a gift think t
Most Christians believe that they are and all future humans inherited from God, which can save them. Jesus coming people
saved from their sin through Jesus, and sin when created through sexual to save humanity was an expression of God’s saved
that if they believe in him, confess their reproduction. Only Mary (Jesus’ grace. Many Christians also believe that they use the
sins and ask for forgiveness, then they will mother) and Jesus are believed to receive God’s grace through the Holy Spirit, will to
\be saved. ) 9 have been born without sin. ) 9 the Bible, and sacraments. ) JESUS"




‘Beliefs and Teachings - tey Beliefs: The Nature of God - God 3 Qualities and the Problem of €vil and Sufferi

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
o

There are different beliefs about God’s nature. Many
i Christians believe he is omnipotent, loving and just, although
this highlights the problem of evil and suffering.

g
.

o
........................................................................................................... ~

1.

Give examples of the Christian
God’s omnipotence, loving nature
and just nature.

God Qualities: '
= God is believed to F g tent

or all-powerful.
Example:

=> God is believed to be loving.
Example:

=>» God is believed to be just -
righteous and fair. He rewards the
good and punishes the bad.
Example:

__________________________

Natural suffering is...

) » o s :
LEvil is...
J -
Y Moral suffering is... =~
4 N ;- -------- STt TE T T T
The Problem of Evil and Suffering: :There arevarious 1o the probl
If God is omnipotent, loving and E believe that it is loving to allow humans free

just by nature, th bl ises: . . :
{/:/];y d)cl)gsahtelr:”ov:e‘:;?anedm arises Eewl, and/or that suffering is just. Some beliey

1
suffering? 'are not ; €.9. creating a world v
1

1
' Problems for Christians:

I
\fi => If God is not omnipotent, and just, this seems to undermine

, Which is based on belief in a loving God, holds that God was powerful
enough to create the universe and defeat , and that God is fair and gooc
=> If God is omnipotent, and just, it does not make sense for him to allon
evil and suffering, or allow the innocent to suffer wh- = e wicked often succeed — thi

existence of evil and suffering may lead p .t jdes n their

4. Find a Bible quote that relates

Reference:

or just, and write it here: (Hint:

cR o

___________________________ A _‘_/_ > IR |
S
= )
God being PN S | 5. Give two types of suffering. (2 m
Try' \ =, tb /I- ams) b | T
@ a ~ )| 5
- 1
&~ |
; |
1
1
1
| 2)
1
1
1
1
1
|
................................................................................ ‘\___________________________
V.
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PROTECTED

'9

Q9

Education



‘Beliefs and Teachings - tey Beliefs: The Nature of God - The Oneness of God and the Trinity

Most Christians belie
oneness of God, but
he is three persons:

The Father created the world

and senta (the ) and Spirit (a Trinity),
- '
1. Explain the concept of the Son) to save hum. ity. [ g ) =
Trinity and who it contains. 2/
..................................................... 7 )
i Many Christians believe in ThyCm fa o 5 A and helped with, b . He became the human k

o 4

the Trinity.. A7 A SR _A'of a human mother, Mary. He died to save humanity, before rising from

' A dead and ascending to heaven. He will ¢ the living and the dead.

The Holy Spirit guides Christians and helps them in their lives, living in their heart:

present at creation, has spoken through prophets, descended at Jesus’ d

came at e . Catholics believe that he proceeds from the Father and tl

., o
---------------------------------------------------------

2. Write the correct multiple-choice answers in the gaps above.

3. Find a Bible quote that mentions a Vs 1
member of the Trinity and write it a- Spirit Jesus Moses
here: (Hint: Find hich will b
ere: (Hint: Fin O.ne wiie . Wit be b- Creation Judgement the Ten Commandments
useful for answering question 6 — the
s Gospels are a good place to look.) 5 c - destroy create Judge

d- baptism crucifixion resurrection
e — Christmas Easter ; ntecost
N W=\ A COPYRIGHT
7 )
—— L N
4. Givea' . - nt w..<re the Bible notes the involvement of all PROTECTED
AN of/.1 _T'rinity, and a quote / quotes to back this up.
- e |

) & WL |9

Q9

Education

Reference:
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Tiey Beliefa: Creation

o) 1. Fill in the Bible quote. )

In the beginning...

Role of the Word and

=> Genesis 1:1-3 says tf
present at creation.

=> John 1:1-3 says that

a\(m. :
/ - at creation, was Goc
\ =/ created through him
CI 7 (J0||r|/{1—3 NRSV)
< 'y e AN B
P o
2. Fill in the gaps! Use the words ir l '« _ree” universe

the box to the left

\ _Janimals

two woman

~ oM )
<m Genesis records the ¢ T the and of |

—

different accounts.
In the first, God creates the universe and its inhabitants in
then rests a day. Plants and

creates plants and animals, and then creates

of knowledge of good and evil. God casts them out of thei

are created before humans.

The second varies slightly; after God has created Earth, he creates man. He then

The woman is tempted by a serpent and the couple eat the fruit of the

ife. There are

days, and

, out of one of man'’s ribs.

r garden paradise.

~
- {' \
3. What or who caused man and woman to fall from Importance and Infl~n 01+ don r Christians today:
God'’s favour and be thrown from the garden? = Many Chrictians = €lievc L\9’/¢|‘c_dgave them dominion over
(1 mark) the "y ati " Jetthem rule over it.
a) Killing animals , g any L s. s believe that God charged them with
b) Cursing God B ﬂl /'l 5 ‘/dsﬁi'p - looking after the vyorld and the environment,
) StAugustine € SR > so they believe they should do this. )
d) Eating forbidden fruit 4 /% !
L A L .
'L\f AR = f Interpretations:
4. Write # ‘:3.\00 t to/the correct term to ! = Some Christians interpret the Bible A ; they beli
AV . 1
comple\Ggs - Also fill in the gaps. . days and that God created humans as they are now.
--------------------------------------- 1
O literally i = Some Christians interpret the Bible B . They bel

humanity, but that the biblical account of creation is not A

world through the Big Bang, and humans through evolution.

__________________________________________________

COPYRIGHT
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - ey Beliefa: The {lfterlife

2. Fill in the gaps with Q
1.  Write the correct In the parable ofthe A e ] )

- _ dih | e that he will places Christians In my Father’s house ther
multlple.-c:\r:nce and the goats, Jesus teaches that he wi believe people go to were not <o, would | have
answer in the gaps. judge people at the end of time after death. You may . ¢ »

" ace for you:
I depending on their actions - the good need to use some NS
4 N more than once. ==
A- sheep  cows will go to heaven and the bad to hell. =up (e N\\—' —-—— Many Christig
. \/
pgs " ‘ Mar 7t stia "/c‘Vc [r(x/ . a
- i y 254 _ = . ahorrible they die. Jesus t
bridesmaids , Jesus teache~ t' e/ & -
-~ .~ realm where bad people place for them (J
C - resurrection > people should "~ = ) Ay _ “
reincarnation | e ¥ W > go when they die, v\ Christians will go
. . inga 0 . . _endof the \
immortality = separated from God. \ he was the
lda | 4dgement to come at \
D - buried  judged . <
; any time.
praised 5 Y The Catholic Church teach
E- nirvana Hades ™ Some Christians believe in € people go to
purgatory
of the body; the where they must do peng
T
'l dead will be raised in their bodies at sins before entering ___
1
: the end of time. Jesus taught that JESEpEpEpE I ——
'l the dead would be raised from their Importance and Influg
1
¥ graves (John 5:28-29). >

Some Christians believe in both resurrection of the body and immortality

of the soul; people will live on immediately after death, but will be reunited

N 4

with their bodies and D at the end of time. S
\
4 "
Some ChriStianS believe in immortality Of the SOUI; SOUlS WI“ go to s A /. foven . 4 ..... A CO PYRIGHT
. Th After. ~' nhdat Christians believe comes after de
heaven/E /hell immediately after death. Jesus told the Chi */have various beliefs about what happens wi P ROTECTED
) ) ) 4 . vhere they will go, and what will happen at the end ¢
thief on the cross that he would be in paradise that day (Luke 2> =~ >z R
- -
AT . . . ig
4. Find a Bible quote aboutt a = > Bu _.ruse 5. Find another parable or teaching about judg
one which is & © . '/ _drite it here: (Hint: Try Matthew 24 or 25) — what does it | 09
C) e i St D R bbb bbb bbbty |
1 -
: Education
|
L}
[}
1
[}
1
Reference: !
|
T N




Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation: The Incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God

\.

- N : :
Biblical Basis for the Incarnation ! Many Christians believe that Jesus was the 3. Give three different understanc
and Jesus Being the Son of God: : incarnation of God; God in the flesh. Most : God’, when referring to Jesus. (
= God spoke approval at Jesus' i Christians believe he was fully human and fully modern beliefs, and Jesus’ stati

baptism and at the i God. He is also referred to as the Son of God.  : | ____. R |
. o i
1

Transfiguration.
=> Jesus showed his glory at the
Transfiguration.
=> Jesus is spoken of as God in the
flesh in the New Testament.
=> Jesus had divine qualities:
% he could heal
% he performed miracles
% he claimed authoriti g
sins
% he came back fron

L andings of the term ‘Son

A

o —————————— -

- e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Why Christians believe Jesus was the Son of God:

=> He is referred to as the Son of God in the Gospels, inch
=> Jesus' early followers believed him to be the Son of Go
the Apostles and the letters in the New Testament).
9 =>» Many Churches teach that he is the Son of God.

1. Fill in the gaps!
Use the words in
the box below.

Shows that God is Many Christians believe that

2. Fill in the Bible quo

and cares enough about humans to Jesus fulfilled the Jewish
‘And a voice from |

live with them and die for them , so they do not

need to follow it j

Shows that God wants to have a

Shows that there can be

after death

with humans, and

makes it easier to relate to him

p
law life compassionate Shows that Godis . . [__ | /
relationship  powerful Y od S -
N "y >~
) W %, od . . .
N W 5. If there is a God, do you think that it m:
4. __N-anity. Make a few notes. come down to Earth in human form? W

o ———
N o ———
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation: Jesus’ Crucifixion, Resurrection and flacension

The Gospels record the last days
of Jesus’ life, including:

=> his crucifixion and death;

=> his resurrection; and

=> his ascension

The suffering and death of Jesus
are known as the Passion.

.,
g
------------------------------------------------------

Synopsis:
The Gospels record that after eating a last meal with his

High Priest and the

Herod. The Jews convinced Pilate to kill Jesus, and he .. & :

y

(8

empty. Jesus appeared, re<- rr cte.

-

o

\ t N W\

, and being betrayed, Jest

Council; the Roman Governe~ P itius Pilate; and in

Auc ‘}(ion. When he died, the

two. After he died on the _fter fon, w _/going to Jesus' tomb on the

e dead,/to his disciples on several occasions. After th

s
o v

v

(/: - p—
AsJesus E to heaven after his death, he is believed 1
to be alive, and able to help Christians in their daily lives.
—
: . . ter
Jesus' resurrection and ascension
St
how his D d
show his and reassure
2. Write the correct Christians of his power and authority.
multiple-choice
answer in the gaps.
Many Christians believe Jesus
The Gospels show that Jesus came to die as a sacrifice, came to reunite God with the 3. Fillin the
Jesus' death (crucifixion) to save humanity — he told his gentiles as well as the Jews,
and resurrection fulfilled disciples that the forgiveness of meaning that anyone can come
A sins is possible because of him, to God through Jesus, because of
Testament prophecy, then died to pay the price for his crucifixion and resurrection.
and so the purpose of human sin, and was Y a A2
Jesus’ life was to achieve resurrected, showing that he ¢ J -
The *~m .« rtai J
. ) , . .
God's long-term plan for had also defeated B Do 1 bodom s 4. Flnd.a.n.other Bible quo'te that
humanit  the pur-— (At 4 7 crucifixion or resurrection and
Y- ! DU _hought to symbolise
L~ 4 = that humans are no
A R longer separated from
A- Ne < Jewish
. W C and
B- hate L that Jesus came so that
C- sin gentiles humans and God could
D - divinity humanity forgiveness be reconciled and have Reference:
\E — ascended resurrected crucified / a relationship. d ...................................................................................
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Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation: Sin

:‘ lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll o 2. EXpIain personal sin.
: Sin is an inferesting concept, which often g

means acting against God’s will, but can also

: . Personal Sin:
i refer to a state of separation from God. s [s

- =

~ J
r -
s/
/
r =4
e N
3. Which people/Church should
gaps? Research if necessary.
pmmmmmm e e Y e i I
A | . . .
I Christians believe that they need saving from | 1 Original Sin:
1 e . . 1
E ::;fg;g?;;gesyocfhne;agj :O?[C;C;dt;eﬁet:fqitp E i Some Christians (notably the 2 Church) believe in original sin, which i
1 consequence of sin is believed to be death; i ! be inherited from birth.
i those who are saved receive eternal life. E '
1 1
1 L
E Most Christians believe that they are saved E i The concept is generally credited to St 2 , who believed that when Adal
i from their sin through Jesus, and that if they - - . . . :
E believe in him, confess their sins and ask for E ! (the first people) sinned against God, their nature became damaged
' forgiveness, then they will be saved. ! E all future humans inherited sin when created through sexual reproduction.
_________________________________ E Only ? (Jesus’ mother) and Jesus are believed to have been born withol
— ; 0\ e COPYRIGHT
1. Find a Bible quote which supports 4. How do you thir yueli s P/.) i sin 5. Find out t
one of these ideas and write it influenc 7\ istic - % day? taught ab PROTECTED
here: (Hint: Try Romans 6.) ofrFr-reSy------------------ N notes. (Hi
@ D = I,: \ g > ! and 9, M
o J 1
- /) ! roTTEEEEET
/) 1 \ { X [ I9
~ . : :
J : 1 : O
)5 | | 9
1 .
| | Education
1 ! \
1
1 | 1
i 1t
1 ! 1
Reference: ! : !
1
i AN
G ......................................................................................................... S AR N [ N




DBeliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salwation: Means of Salvation and Role of Christ in Salvation

2. Give three re:
refers to being saved from sin ) . . atonement ar
e deott Cfﬁsﬁcns N 1. Explain the concepts of salvation and U
Jesus brought them salvation, ; atonement, and Jesus’ role in these'\ _J Salvation and. .
through atonement. Other ] ’ / L
means of salvation include SRR I /\ WCR._B/ ! importance to

. e Y J 3 A 1
et | Salvation: Aty et 1k
i > A V| L caristians belii
|=mmmm e m e —m——mmmm - - e R £ 'l : ' 2
| A - 7 o |
1 1 b v’ 1 1 1
: - x 1k
I Jews try to achieve salvation bv | 'y e >
1 ! 1 1
| following the Jewish A E E : E !
1 P! |
: Christians | E ' E !
1 e | . ! . 1 !
1 they no longer need to follow @il of ! It is what Jesus 'y It is how Jesus D
L . . ' achieved for ! i achieved salvation vl
1this, as they receive salvation ! L ' o
: , , 1 Christians. 1| for Christians. e
:through following Jesus instead. ' P o
\
I:_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'I_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_' ___________ S -—'I N 2 SRRt
B and the Spirit: / \ |
< Christi S Christi Jesus’ death was a si
ome Christians ome Christians . .
Many Christians believe that B isa . . . by paying the price |
think that people believe certain

. Many Christians also believe that

Jesus' sacrifice

gift from God, which can save them. Jesus coming are saved if they people are d """" t
) . , use their free predestined to us ...... ea
to save humanity was an expression of God's B .
will to accept be saved

they receive God's B through the

4. Which understanding of who rec e/ ] 5.

salvation (predestinatinon c (ree =I|\/1axes

Explain why Chri
was hecessary fc
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most senseto '~ ' ? 4 salvation/atoner
3. Write A or B next to each S SO - - . R ——
term to match it to the f — g/ =
correct places in the text. \ -~ p &
P 2] AT 4 e

Also fill the gaps with the
correct terme,
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Tiey Beliefs: The Nature of God - God's ‘Qualities ¢

i There are different beliefs about God’s nature. Many Christ ans’ '/
! believe he is omnipotent, loving and just, althou-" + ‘gh. s
the problem of evil and suffering. ' o

o9 <4 N\
God Qualitie N5
= God is believed to be omnipotent
or all-powerful. The Bible teaches
of his power, shown especially in
his creation of the world, and his
salvation of humanity.
=> God is believed to be loving. In the
Bible he sends Jesus to pay the
price for humanity’s sin.
=> God is believed to be just -
righteous and fair. He rewards the
good and punishes the bad. In the \

God's Qualities and
the Problem of Euil
and Suffering

The Problem of Evil and Suffering:
If God is omnipotent, loving and just
by nature, the problem arises: why does
he allow evil and suffering?

> J

(— ad W /‘ )
" ok - _ssror Christians:

Bible he does not abandon his
people; he saves them from slavery

in Egypt and leads them to a k¢ "~ ) 3> God is not omnipotent, loving and
\ Promised Land. . // ( ys” ] Christianity, which is based on belief il
A=\ A\ e was powerful enough to create the ur
Sl that God is fair and good.
- = If God is omnipotent, loving and jus

him to allow evil and suffering, or all
the wicked often succeed — the existel
lead people to question their faith.
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Beliefs and Teachings - Hey Beliefs: The Nature of God - The Oneness of Got

The Father
created the world
and sent Jesus (the
Son) to save
humanity.

' Many Christians believe in
i the Trinity; that God is one
being made up of three

persons — God the Father,

God the Son and God The Son was present at, and helped with

Jesus, born of a human mother, Mary. He¢

S the Spirit.
............................................. the dead and ascending to heaven. He v
~CYC COPYRIGHT
Th .y Spirit guides Christia?s : PROTECTED
s (&1 > hearts. He was present at creation
ol L\ Jesus’ baptism, and came at Pent¢ .
4d°4A A “ the Father and the Son, but Orthot 19
)s - from the Father only. ag

Education




‘Beliefs and Teachings - Tey Beliefa: Creation

Q

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was w:tb\ (Role of the Wor
Spirit:

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginn o/ )
: . . . RN = Genesis 1:1-3
with God. All things came into being thec o 1, wved spirit of God W

=

without him not one thing car- Ato e ng:’ creation.
4d°4 A (John 1:1-3 NRSV) = John 1:1-3 say
G \ -\ L Word (Jesus) \
9 J .
1109 > at creation, w
Genesis recon ,zeatlon of the universe and of life. There are two that everythint
different accounts. through him.

In the first, God creates the universe and its inhabitants in six days,
and then rests a day. Plants and animals are created before humans.

The second varies slightly; after God has created Earth, he creates
man. He then creates plants and animals, and then creates woman,
out of one of man’s ribs. D}

The woman is tempted by a serpent and the couple eat the fruit of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God casts them out of their

garden paradise. o { / COPYRIGHT
al (o PROTECTED
(- r \
Inter,,;t\"/-/'
€ 3 ~\ Y YL -ristians interpret the Bible literally; they believe |9
" _world was created in seven days and that God created hu
are now. Qg
=>» Some Christians interpret the Bible symbolically. They b Education
God created the world and humanity, but that the biblical
creation is not literally true — God may have created the\
through the Big Bang, and humans through evolution.




‘Beliefs and Teachings - ey Beliefs: The {lfterlife

a

In the parable of the sheep and the
goats, Jesus teaches that he will judge

people at the end of time depending ~7 ¢
on their actions — the good will go to V' 7 -

heaven and the badto +» = 7
- / /’

J/ =4 g

‘In my Father's

so, would | h

& -

In the parable of the bridect A e
teaches that pegsfiou 1 .. ' .dyfor the

Kingdom of G\ggEcH=nuof the world and

judgemer Edi\ at any time.

Many Christians believe in
hell, a horrible realm
where bad people go

when they die, separated

from God.

Some Christians believe in resurrection
of the body; the dead will be raised in
their bodies at the end of time. Jesus
taught that the dead would be raised
from their graves (John 5:28-29).

Some Christians believe in both
resurrection of the body and
immortality of the soul; people will live
on immediately after death, but will be
reunited with their bodies and judged at
the end of time. < ! .

- A y° { The Afterlife is what Chri
Some Christians believe it & v, + 3li of the soul; beli.e\{e comes qf’rer deat
souls will go 1T/, . y_tufy/hell immediately i Christians have various i
after death. J¢ 1199 N the thief on the cross that he about what happens whe

a4 _ die, where they will go, ¢
would be \a#¥&radise that day (Luke 23:43). ! will happen ot the end of

-------------------------------------------
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Biblical Basis for the Incarnation and

Jesus Being the Son of God:

=>» God spoke approval at Jesus'
baptism and at the Transfiguration.

=> Jesus showed his glory at the

> Jesus had d\EEM lities:

% he could has#®

% he performed miracles

% he claimed authority to forgive
sins

% he came back from the dead

Transfiguration. N\~
= Jesus is spoken of as Ge |~ Bs,
in the New 7 nt. il

N
! Many Christians believe the | Jesus was the ‘
incarnation of Go~'- \ Y the flesh. Most
Christians be’ = % he » _s furly human and fully
God. "'a s ¢ o R red to as the Son of God.
1

Shows that God is compassionate
and cares enough about humans to
live with them and die for them

Shows that
there can be life <=
after death Prrh -

09.0“
Many Chr\Z&Zg##®elieve that
Jesus fulfilled the Jewish Law,

so they do not need to follow it

Shows that Gpd V\{antsj to Shows that
have a relationship Wl'th God is
humans, and makes it

. ’ powerful
easier to relate to him
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---------------------------------------------------
.
-

Synopsis:

The Gospels =~ . that after eating a ki
tried *.f snu the rligh Priest and the |
ke s ?/Lwﬁt by King Herod. The Jews
v 1en he died, the temple curtain tore |

The Gospels record the last
days of Jesus’ life, including:
=> his crucifixion and death;
=> his resurrection; and

=> his ascension ="t ) ’ .
The suffering and death of Jesus R A ¢ LA to Jesus’ tomb on the Sunday morning |
are known as the Passiop 4’ 4 7 to his disciples on several occasions. Af

- \

As Jesus ascended t
to be alive, and abl

The Gospels show that
Jesus' death (crucifixion)
and resurrection fulfilled
Old Testament prophecy,

and so the purpose of Jesus' 4

life was to achieve God's g

long-term plan for humanity.

The temple curtain tearit
bottom is thought to syml
humans are no longer sepz

possible because of him, then died to pay the price God and that Jesus cam

for human sin, and was resurrected, showing that he humans and God could be
had also defeated death; the punishment of sin. and have a relations
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Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation: Sin

Sin is an interesting concept, which often means acting ‘ ) Personal Sin:
against God’s will, but can also refer to a state of separation /:’ ) > Most Christians |
i from God. 7 against God's wi

Christians believe that they need saving from sin, so that the:"
can have a good relationship with God, and so they r‘/’ W asid L COPYRIGHT
to hell. The consequence of sin is believed to “e Je 'h:).wé : PROTECTED

7

who are saved receive eternal life.

s ( d -
Most Christians beliny . =) 2y L& saved from their sin
s, Qi atcad) ey believe in him, confess their 09

i 1@9 or rgiveness, then they will be saved. g
\. 5 y, Education
2 2

7
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation: Meana of Salvation ¢

Salvation within Christianity refers
to being saved from sin and death.
Christians believe Jesus brought them

salvation, through atonement. Other N \ /
means of salvation include law, ~ Salvation:

i grace and the Spirit. iw, S J : Christians believe

) \ ~ ’ that Jesus saved
them from sin and
death through his
death and
resurrection. This is
known as salvation.

Law:

Jews try to achieve salvation
by following the Jewish Law.
Christians believe they no
longer need to follow all of
this, as they receive salvation
through following Jesus
instead.

It is what Jesus
achieved for

\Christians. / \

. /
Some COPYRIGHT
( — N Christians PROTECTED
Grace and the Spirit: A eople are believe certain
Many Christians believe that grace is 2 ~if /" | . | saved if they people are .
from God, which can save them 2.~ ) AL o use their free predestined I9
to save humaniti ggmon . « < ) of God’ will to accept to be saved Qg

P S Lelieve that they Jesus' sacrifice i
»P ugh the Holy Spirit, Education




Christianity Topic on a Page Activities

Some questions ask for comparison between religions. This is not _
expected in the exam, but activities involving comparison should help | Always check
students to remember points about Christianity and broaden their information, i
understanding of similarities and differences between religions. specification ¢

1. The Nature of God — God’s Qualities and the Problem of

iy
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example:
‘God’s love was revealed among us in this = y: "~ i sent his only Son into the wo
him.” (1 John 4:9 NRSV)

For example:

o  Mogg@ffc- -
e N pficring
1 mark #¥50int (maximum 2)

For example:

e  Free will is a fairly good solution to the problem of evil and suffering becaus
prefer to have free will, and there be a possibility that some will use this for
to make real choices. Therefore I think it is successful in explaining moral st
provide an explanation for natural suffering.

e [ do not think that evil and suffering are just, so this is not a successful solut
many bad people do not suffer, while good people do. Also, if Jesus came to ¢
longer need to be punished.

For example: I do not think that Christians are justified in believing in an omnipo
because there do not seem to be satisfactory solutions for there being the amoun
the world, if God is loving and all-powerful. Either God does not exist, or he is not
because a loving God could not want humans to suffer as much as they do.

2. The Nature of God - The Oneness of God and the Trinity

1
2)
3)

4)

5)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example:
‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (Matthe

For example: Jesus’ baptism, creation (Father and Spirit mentioned in Genesis, Je
‘In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in tk
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descend
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved: - you I am well pleas¢

‘In the beginning when God created the heaver ran 't .eearth, the earth was a fo
the face of the deep, while the spirit.c .« ' . 7epcover the face of the waters.” (Gt

‘The law indeed was giv- > = L Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Cl
is God the gnly €c . 4. 1 s ciuse to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

For ex:

e (Ch! #'s believe that God the Father is powerful. They believe that he shoy
world, and by helping his people (the Jewish people in the Old Testament, ai
Some believe that he is in charge of the other persons of the Trinity.

e  Christians believe that the second person of the Trinity has existed both in k
believe that he was present at the creation of the world, but also that he can
The person of Jesus is known as God the Son.

. ‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”” (M

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark for |

If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for scriptur,

GCSE AQA Topic on a Page: Section A, Christianity Answers Page 1 of 4

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

29

Education




6)

For example:

° Jesus comes from the Father, but is one being with him.
e Jesus’ mother was a virgin.

e Jesus will come to judge those alive and those dead.

3. Creation

1y
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
d) Eating forbidden fruit
See summary sheet

For example:
‘Then God said, “Let there be light”; and t' ~ 2 v a< ligut.” (Genesis 1:3 NRSV)

For example: ;

e Literal pro: Yon '» ") = _tojustify believing parts of the Bible and not ot

o Litcamon ¢ ' r- disagrees with the biblical accounts of creation.

. S)@pl o: Christians can believe in religion and science without them c¢

e  Sy\Ge#T con: Believing that God created the world / life through the Big Ba
seem less powerful and involved.

(Note: cons for the literal view may be pros for the symbolic view, and vice versa

For example: The doctrine of the Fall is the idea that humans fell from God’s grace
This corrupted all of humanity, not just Adam and Eve. This led to original sin beir
reproduction (the first, original sin of Adam and Eve was passed on to their childr
humans really need saving as they are very separated from God. It also makes sex

4. The Afterlife

1
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example:
‘Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in their gra
come out... (John 5:28-29 NRSV)

For example: The parable of the talents teaches that people will be rewarded for
and given more, but those who do not use what God has given them will be punis

For example:

e  Some Christians believe that after death the soul will live on immediately - |
bad people to hell (some believe that some people will go to purgatory to dc¢
begins immediately after death and the soul is immort-l. This is reinforced I
Jesus talking about life immediately after death

e  [to the thief on the cross] ‘Truly I tell you, od< 7+ ou will be with me in Para

e  Some Christians believe that life a. > ¢ atudoes not begin immediately afte
raised at the end of tim= «ua: i. «. uwn as resurrection of the body, and it is
their bodies, anc 1 " ve. Jne will be judged before being sent to heaven o

e ‘Degulbe < i _ed atthis; for the hour is coming when all who are in the!
\  outs.” (John 5:28-29 NRSV)

Accept 2#tlevant points and reference to scripture.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark for |
If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for scriptur
For example: I do not think some Christians are justified in interpreting John 14:(
go to heaven. Many Christians claim this means that people can only know God at

Jesus the Son, and as Christians believe in a loving God, this seems a better interp
God would condemn people to hell for not worshipping him and following anoth

GCSE AQA Topic on a Page: Section A, Christianity Answers Page 2 of 4
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5. The Incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God

1
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example: Jesus cried when his friend Lazarus died (John 11:35); Jesus was ng
11:12); Jesus slept (e.g. Mark 4:38); Jesus died in agony (Jesus’ Passion in any of t

For example: I think it makes sense for God / a God to come down to Earth in hur
that they are following his teaching, and they will respect him for living among th
better.

For example:

e  One argument with justification

e  Different arguments for and agai- . - h jdfication
OR Several linked, justific * . 3 . >~ its'for one position

e Good, well-justifin’ ) w > 2uts for and against, linked together

o Verygll:- - o \czlljustified arguments for and against,
li.@e\ 1ot and leading to a reasonable conclusion.

Points 2#¥ustification for

e Jesus showed divine qualities such as healing and rising from the dead.

e Jesus is spoken of as God in the flesh in the New Testament.

e  Christianity has taught this for years - if Jesus was not God, God would have
them.

Points and Justification against

e Jesus’ followers may not have thought he was God incarnate during early Ch
evidence of Jesus being thought to be God in the Gospels.

e  References to Jesus as God’s son may not mean that he is divine - they could
- many Christians have believed this.

e  Other prophets in the Bible have been able to heal and perform miracles, bu
divine.

Accept any relevant point or justification.

For example:

e  Docetism claims that Jesus was fully divine and just appeared to be human &

e  Adoptionism holds that Jesus was a sinless human who God adopted at som
Some forms of Adoptionism hold that after Jesus’ adoption, he became divin
Father.

6. Jesus’ Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension

1
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example:

‘While they were perplexe”.a’ out h s, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes sto¢
terrified and bowec t 2. 4z - s 0 the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do
dead? Ig bt . ¢ « Luthasrisen.” (Luke 24:4-5 NRSV)

For exa
e  Reconciliation between people and God, so that they can have a relationshif
. Overcoming sin and death, so there can be eternal life for humans.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

For example: I think they vary because they are compiled from different witness
Jesus, and because the Gospel authors want to emphasise different points.

For example: I think Jesus’ crucifixion should be more important for Christians, a
humanity and atoned for man'’s sin.

GCSE AQA Topic on a Page: Section A, Christianity Answers Page 3 0of 4
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7. Sin

1) For example:
‘For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus

2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4) For example: Because Christians believe they are sinful, they are likely to want tg
and be sure to ask God for forgiveness when they sin again. Those that believe in
on God'’s grace to save their fallen nature.

5) For example:
e  Jesus taught that people should try very hard to avei” in.
e  Jesus taught that disabilities were not due t~ s . ~

6) Forexample:

e  Christians believe that if ... "\ ¢~ “ntedied, they deserve to be punished by
ultimate punishr< . |+ i isdeath. However, they believe that Jesus paid {
savedgmon « - - sil(live on after death.

e F 7ag 25 of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Je!

e So! istians believe in original sin. The Catholic Church teaches that the

eating the forbidden fruit has been passed on through sexual intercourse so
nature. Jesus can be seen as a second Adam who came to save fallen humans

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark for |

If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for scriptur,

7) For example:
° Similarities with Judaism: Jews, like Christians, believe that breaking God’s |
is sinful. They believe that sin will be punished by God.
e Differences between Judaism and Christianity: Christians do not believe tha
still need to be kept - breaking some of these is not sinful because Jesus fulfi
that Jesus saved humanity from sin - Jews do not believe this.

8. Means of Salvation and Role of Christ in Salvation

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4) For example: I think it makes most sense that people can be saved if they come t¢
This means people can choose to accept Jesus, and need to make an effort to com
predestined to be saved this seems unfair on those who cannot achieve salvation
humans if God has already chosen to save them.

5) For example: Some Christians believe that it was ne .+ 2y or Jesus to die for sal
God is loving and just - he wanted to save hnm ns  :/something had to make uj COPYRIGHT
himself had to die as only he was ah'e «v 1 . e torall sin, and this achieved salval PROTECTED
punished. e

6) Forexample:

. B Ch. itians believe they have received salvation in Jesus, this influer
Go stians want to thank him for freeing them from the law of sin and ¢ .

e  Because Christians believe that they have been saved through Jesus, they no |9
They believe that Jesus fulfilled this, and so following Jesus and accepting hi
the law. 09

Accept any relevant points

Education

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

7) For example: Predestination is associated with John Calvin, an important Christig
Reformation, and held in Calvinism. Calvin believed that God had chosen some p¢
condemned. In this belief; it is God who guides those he has chosen to save to bel
saving some, and just in condemning others.

GCSE AQA Topic on a Page: Section A, Christianity Answers Page 4 of 4
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