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This resource covers the Religious Studies GCSE AQA A specification for

Component 1: The Study of Religions: Beliefs, Teachings and Practices, Always check the exam board
for the religion of Christianity. website for new information,

Theme content is split into five sections as follows:
1.
2.

Teacher’s Introduction

including changes to the specification
and sample assessment material.

A4 teacher information pages.

Four A3 revision posters, between them covering the 16 subtopics. These are labelled: n to
These posters are intended as a summary of all Christianity material, focusing on the main points rather than
the detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Sixteen A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides

write-on activities for students to complete. Answers are provided in the A4 subtopic revision posters

and the A4 extension question answer pages. These are labelled with numbers inside white circles:
Exam-style questions in the activity sheets are marked by a pencil icon:

Sixteen A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3
subtopic activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have
enhough space for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

A4 answers to extension questions. These pages provide answers to the extension questions not covered on
the A4 subtopic revision posters.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

A3 revision poster

A4 sub-topic revision post‘r

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to revise at the end of a topic/subtopic, or before a test or
an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and to help the students
engage with the information in a productive way.

H Dixon, October 2016

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made to this
resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has purchased, and
details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Natural suffering is e.g. pain
pain which is not s caused by a
caused by a person, % | tsunamior
but by natural events k earthquake,

A or by disease

Evil is morally bad intention
or action, often resultir

Christianity - Beliefs and Teachinga - Key Beliefs

believe he is omnipotent, loving and just, although this highlights
the problem of evil and suffering. Many Christians also believe in
the Trinity; that God is one being made up of three persons — God

: the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit. H . e.g. murder,
KO reereeeseneerenes s n e nend S % Moral suffe:
theft,
4 exploitation...
p God's Qualities : L SO
. o .
God Qualities: amilhe, 'Smbw_“of ' There are various solutions to the probl
= God is believed to be omnipotent or fvil and Suffering : ; and suffering. Some Christians believe

all-powerful. The Bible teaches of his
power, shown especially in his
creation of the world, and his
salvation of humanity.
= God is believed to be lo,
Bible he sends Jesus to
for humanity’s sin.
= God is believed to be just
and fair. He rewards the gooud
punishes the bad. In the Bible he does
not abandon his people; he saves
them from slavery in Egypt and leads
them to a Promised Land.

loving to allow humans free will, giving
capacity to commit evil, and/or that su
just. Some believe that God is powerful
ome things are not possible; e.g. creati
without suffering.

mispotent, loving and just by nature, the
arises: why does he allow evil and suffering?

,

Problems for Christians:

=> If God is not omnipotent, loving and just, this seems to undermine Christianity,
which is based on belief in a loving God, holds that God was powerful enough to
create the universe and defeat death, and that God is fair and good.

=> If God is omnipotent, loving and just, it does not make sense for him to allow evil
and suffering, or allow the innocent to suffer when the wicked often succeed —
the existence of evil and suffering may lead people to question their faith.

-
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Role of the Wordand | oy
] L the Spirit: The story of
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning >_) Genesis 1:1-3 says crecﬂ!on is discusse.d in
with God. All things came into being through him, and that the spirit of God ';he;'b'de J“ Se{”es's
=9 o ohn |.

without him not one thing came into being..” was present at Different Christioins

{John 1:1-3 NRSV) creation. interpret it differently.

=>» John 1:1-3 says that
the Word (Jesus) was
Genesis records the creation of the universe and of life. There are present at creation,
two different accounts. was God, and that
everything was

In the first, God creates the universe and its inhabitants in six days, -
created th::ce hin

and then rests a day. Plants and animals are created before humans.

Importance and

Influence of creation for

Christians today:

=>» Many Christians | ™
believe that God gave

; them dominion over
the tree of knowledge of gr gl the Earth —that he has

garden paradise.

The second varies slightly; after God has created Earth, he creates
man. He then creates plants and animals, and then creates wor;
out of one of man’s ribs.

let them rule over it.
=> Many Christians
believe that God
charged them with
stewardship — looking
after the world and
the environment, so
they believe they

Wiistians interpret the Bible literally; they believe that the world
was created in seven days and that God created humans as they are now.
=>» Some Christians interpret the Bible symbolically. They believe that God

created the world and humanity, but that the biblical account of creation
is not literally true — God may have created the world through the Big
Bang, and humans through evolution.
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Understandings of the term ‘Son of God’:
Some Christians believe/believed that the
term ‘Son of God' indicates that Jesus was
a special human chosen by God, with a
special relationship with God. Humans are
often referred to as God’s children. Some
early believers felt that Jesus was a divine
being, but not equal te, 5od the Father.
Many Christia~; lieve that Jesus is
as muc’ : Father, but a
the"frinity.

Christianity - Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation

-
Biblical Basis for the Incarnation and

Jesus Being the Son of God:

= God spoke approval at Jesus’ baptism
and at the Transfiguration.

=> Jesus showed his glory at the
Transfiguration.

=> Jesus is spoken of as God in the flesh in
the New Testament.

=> Jesus had divine qualities:

% he could heal

% he performed mirac!

% he claimed authorit

% he came back from t

d:
le is referred to as the Son of God
in the Gospels, including by God.
=> Jesus’ early followers believed him

to be the Son of God (shown in the
Acts of the Apostles and the letters
in the New Testament).
= Many churches teach that he
is the Son of God.

Shows that God wants
to have a relationship
with humans, and
makes it easier to relate

Shows that God is compassionate
and cares enough about humans to
live with them and die for them

‘And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,

the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.””

Shows that (Matthew 3:17 NRSV)
there can be Many Christians believe that Jesus Shf’WS that God A
life after death fulfilled the Jewish Law, so they do 1 powerful

not need to follow it
Salvation within Christianity

refers to being saved from sin H
and death. Christians believe Jesus i
brought them salvation, through i
atonement. Other means of
salvation include law, grace and
the Spirit.

Sin is an interesting concept, which often means acting against 0

God’s will, but can also refer to a state of separation from God. H

Personal Sin:
Most Christians believe in personal sin — when someone acts/
thinks against God’s will, damaging their relationship with God.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

e

ewish Law.
Christians believe they
no longer need to
follow all of this, as
they receive salvation
through following Jesus
instead.

Original Sin:
Some Christiarz (

19
Christians believe that they need
from sin, so that they can I,
relationship with God, anc
go to hell. The consequence
believed to be death; those v
receive eternal life.

Q9

Education

The concept is generally credited
to St Augustine, who believed that
when Adam and Eve (the first
people) sinned against God, their
nature became damaged (fallen),
and all future humans inherited
sin when created through sexual
reproduction. Only Mary (Jesus’
mother) and Jesus are believed to
have been born without sin.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

Grace and the Spirit:

Many Christians believe that grace is a gift
from God, which can save them. Jesus coming
to save humanity was an expression of God’s
grace. Many Christians also believe that they
receive God’s grace through the Holy Spirit,
the Bible, and sacraments.

Most Christians believe that they are
saved from their sin through Jesus, and
that if they believe in him, confess their
sins and ask for forgiveness, then they will
be saved.
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Used by many

i churches for
ordinary church
services, and for
special services
at celebrations,
and when

Christianity - Practices - Wership and Festivals

Liturgical worship:
This is worship which follows a structure. Many churches
may follow the same liturgical style every week, but use
different hymns and prayers (for example). It allows

Worship covers any acts of devotion
to God and can come in different styles
and involve different practices.

different aspects of worship to be incorporated, and helps
Christians focus on God by following a familiar structure.

perform®..x

The Bible is used in many
ways. It can be used to
teach about God and God’s
will, in group or private
worship, and is important
because Christians may feel
that God speaks to them
through the Bible and gives
his grace. The Bible may
also help to comfort and
guide Christians, and to hel
them to make decisions.

a 7

Non-liturgical an” infc i
These inynly, i~ i 5 01°ho structure, which
more relaxed. These types
hie - e used if Christians want to worship
thé"way which feels appropriate at the time,

er than having it planned in advance, or if they feel

more at ease without the formal liturgy.

Used by some churches for normal services, or

want to. They ma
v ¥ may occasionally. This may be done privately and individually

to focus on particular
areas of their relationship

1
’

when Christians want to worship God more personally. i [/ Christian faith

Baptism is bein

God. Itis anim

disciples to bap

Some churches

Church, practis
infant baptism
also known as
christening. A
young child is
anointed with
water from a
font, and the
parents and
godparents ma
promises to rais
, thechildin the

with God on their own, and
choose which worship
practices to use.

Some Christians believe that infants must be
baptised, or they will go to hell or a state
called limbo if they die. This is an uncommon
view today. Most Christians who baptise their
children do so to introduce them to the faith
and to commit to raising them as Christians.

‘Pray then in this way: Our

Father in heaven, hallowed
be your name. Your

kingdom come. Your will be

Prayer is communication
with God. Christians pray in

done, on earth as it is in

the Son

heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we

different ways and for many
reasons; above all, to have a
close relationship with God.

also have forgiven our
debtors. And do not bring
us to the time of trial, but

rescue us from the evil one.’
(Matthew 6:9-13 NRSV)

Styles of Prayer
Pilgrimage involves
going on a physical
journey, in order to o<
spiritual journe
Christie
avel

Some prayers are informal prayers,
which Christians can use to share
their own thoughts with God and talk
to him about their feelings and
things currently happening in the
world and their lives.

e.g. Christians pray the
Lord’s Prayer because

Jesus taught his disciples
to pray this, and it allows
Christians to ask God for
provision and guidance.

Importance:

=> Some places may be considered
important because of people
who have lived there, or visions
that have happened there

jarticular purposes.

(popular Catholic view).

=> Not all Christians believe places
are important in themselves,
but may go to a pilgrimage site
to spend time worshipping with
other Christians, or for their
own reasons (popular

Protestant view).

=> Prayer allows Christians to h a relationship with God.

=>» The ability to pray helps Christians to rely on God for help and guidance.
=>» Praying fulfils Jesus’ command to pray to God.

=>»Praying allows Christians to praise and thank God.

=>» Praying allows Christians to ask God for help — for themselves or others.
=>» Praying allows Christians to ask for forgiveness.

The Catholi
and wine som
to receive.

lona —
important

because it hosts
a Christian
community

Lourdes —
important
because a vision
of Mary was
seen here, and
people go in the
hope of being

healed
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Christianity - Practices - The Role of the Church

Ecumenism — is W
(local) churches a
denominations w

The local church, or parish, is important because 0:

it tries to help local believers and the local
community, with faith and with practical issues.

in the 1gcal and ‘Worldwide Community

This is important
Christians stay un:
followers of Jesu
together to achie

=> Provides worship services and groups, e.g. to study the Bible / pray
% help Christians to maintain, strengthen and understand their faith
& help Christians to focus on their Christian identity and encourages
them to continually practise their faith in their everyday lives

=> Provides fellowship; the opportunity to spend time with other Christians
& allows them the opportunities to discuss their faith and form friendships

=> Provides activities for children
% helps children to learn about Christianity and grow in their faith

‘Whoever has two

=>» Church members will visit those who are ill or unable *»
& Christians will receive spiritual and practical s

Local Christians may help street pastor
or food bank initiatives

coats must share

) ) with anyone who
& Street pastors provide practical ngon

support on the streets, talking to
members of the community,

=> Churches may do outreo:
activities
% this may help non-Chri.

has none; and

whoever has food

% activities may provide e 1d support for those in the providing practical support for must do likewise.
community who need practical support or companionship vulnerable people, and discouraging (Luke 3:11 NRSV)
antisocial behaviour '
=>» The Church may speak out about local issues or help local charities % food banks help to provide food for
% this helps add weight to the community voice and support to local those who have financial problems
projects and cannot afford food

Evangelism is spreading the good news and hoping to convert people to
Christianity. Christians do this because Jesus commanded them to; so they do
so to serve God. Christians may also want to evangelise to help others through
bringing them to Jesus. The Church may evangelise to maintain church
members; needed to provide funds and volunteers to continue Christian work.

The Church has tried to grow 0

through missionary work and
evangelism, which are important
to many Christians. The Church
has grown greatly since the time
of Jesus, though it is now declining
in some Western countries.

Missionary work is often abroad;
trying to evangelise in areas
which are less economically
developed, while also help
with practical consis2rat

History of Church growth: wind proclaim the good
=> Early Christians evangelised

locally, and then spread out

news to the whole

creation...””

further.

= Evangelism was helped by . (Mark 16:15 NRSV)
the Roman Emperor Chmm S e——
Constantine, other leaders, §
and trade. Charities which help with humanitarian support abroad and also

inform people about Christianity

= Churches have tried t
convert people in the
where they are active.

=>» Some Christians have tried®

to evangelise overseas
through missionary work.

\ Alpha courses and Church activities open to the public — designed to get people
\, interested in Church and Christianity, and to teach them about the religion

\ Centres and drop-ins where the homeless, elderly, or overly-drunk people on a night out,
TR can receive food, shelter and help, which also provide a space to discuss religion

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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i There are different beliefs about God's nature. Many
i Christians believe he is omnipotent, loving and just, although
i this highlights the problem of evil and suffering.

1. Give examples of the Christian
God'’s omnipotence, loving nature
and just nature.

God Qualities:
= God is believed to k-
or all-powerful. :
Example: QRIS | || e 1T T T T Yo mmmmmmmmmmmoommmmoooo-
The Problem of Evil and Suffering:
If God is omnipotent, loving and
just by nature, the problem arises:
why does he allow evil and
suffering?

= God is believed to be loving.
Example:

\,i Problems for Christians:

1
' . . . . .
> God is believed to be just - = If God is not omnipotent, and just, this seems to undermine

righteous and fair. He rewards the
good and punishes the bad.

, which is based on belief in a loving God, holds that God was powerf

enough to create the universe and defeat and that God is fair and go

Example:
= If God is omnipotent, and just, it does not make sense for him to all
evil and suffering, or allow the innocent to suffer wh = wicked often succeed —
1 3
N . e existence of evil and suffering may lead p their CO PYRIGHT

PROTECTED
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Key Beliefa: The Nature of God - The Oneness of God and the Trinity

Most Christians b
oneness of God, b
he is three person
and Spirit (a Trini

The Father created the world

and sent a (the

1. Explain the concept of the

Son) to save hum.::ity.
Trinity and who it contains.

i Many Christians believe in > and helped with, b . He became the huma

the Trinity... “a human mother, Mary. He died to save humanity, before rising fro

dead and ascending to heaven. He will ¢ the living and the dead.

The Holy Spirit guides Christians and helps them in their lives, living in their he

present at creation, has spoken through prophets, descended at Jesus' d

came at e . Catholics believe that he proceeds from the Father an

2. Write the correct multiple-choice answers in the gaps abo

3. Find a Bible quote that mentions a
member of the Trinity and write it a- Spirit Jesus
here: (Hint: Find one which will be
useful for answering question 6 — the
Gospels are a good place to look.) € destroy create judge

b- Creation Judgement the Ten Commandmen

d- baptism crucifixion resurrection

e-  Christmas Easter

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Key Beliefa: Creation

a 1. Fill in the Bible quote. )

Role of the Word a
= Genesis 1:1-3 say
present at creatio
= John 1:1-3 says th
at creation, was G
created through h

1:1-3 NRSV) ——
J

In the beginning...

d

2.

Fill in the gaps! Use the words ir { 5 universe
the box to the left .

two woman

Genesis records the ¢ and of life. There are

different accounts.

In the first, God creates the universe and its inhabitants in days, and

then rests a day. Plants and are created before humans.

The second varies slightly; after God has created Earth, he creates man. He then

creates plants and animals, and then creates out of one of man's ribs.

The woman is tempted by a serpent and the couple eat the fruit of the

of knowledge of good and evil. God casts them out of their garden paradise.

What or who caused man and woman to fall from
God’s favour and be thrown from the garden?

(1 mark)

a) Killing animals

b) Cursing God

c) St Augustine

d) Eating forbidden fruit

Interpretations:
= Some Christians interpret the Bible A ; they b

days and that God created humans as they are now.

= Some Christians interpret the Bible B . They

humanity, but that the biblical account of creation is not A

world through the Big Bang, and humans through evolution.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Beliefs and Teachings - Hey Beliefs: The (lfterlife

2. Fillin the gaps with G
places Christians ‘In my Father's house the
believe people go to ’

judge people at the end of time after death. You may

need to use some

more than once. i »
A- cheep cows will go to heaven and the bad to hell. Tm—— Many Chri

pigs
/
B tenants sower In the parable of the B

bridesmaids Jesus teach

In the parable of the A

1. Write the correct
multiple-choice
answer in the gaps.

and the goats, Jesus teaches that he will

were not so, would | h

e for you?

depending on their actions - the good

realm where bad people

C-  resurrection people should i
i i - o when they die
reincarnation P . 9 Yy die,

immortality

separated from God.

dg ment to come at
D- buried Judged
praised

any time. . :
The Catholic Church tea¢

E-  nivana Hades Some Christians believe in €
purgatory

people go to

of the body; the where they must do p

dead will be raised in their bodies at sins before entering

the end of time. Jesus taught that

the dead would be raised from their

Importance and Infl:

graves (John 5:28-29).

Some Christians believe in both resurrection of the body and immortality
of the soul; people will live on immediately after death, but will be reunited

with their bodies and D at the end of time.

o -

\
4

Some Christians believe in immortality of the soul; souls will go to £

heaven/E /hell immediately after death. Jesus told the

thief on the cross that he would be in paradise that day (Luke 22:

5. Find another parable or teaching aboutjué
(Hint: Try Matthew 24 or 25) — what does if

4. Find a Bible quote about t+.. .3
one which is gl to & -

Reference:
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Beliefs and Teachinga - Jeaus Christ and Salvation: The Incarnation and Jesus aa the Son of God

7
Biblical Basis for the Incarnation

and Jesus Being the Son of God:

=> God spoke approval at Jesus'
baptism and at the
Transfiguration.

=> Jesus showed his glory at the
Transfiguration.

=> Jesus is spoken of as God in the
flesh in the New Testament.

=> Jesus had divine qualities:

% he could heal

% he performed miracles

% he claimed authoritg
sins

% he came back fron

1. Fill in the gaps!
Use the words in
the box below.

Shows that God is
and cares enough about humans to

live with them and die for them

Shows that there can be

after death

makes it easier to relate to him

law life cnmpassianaté
relationship  powerful

Shows that God wants to have a

3. Give three different understa
God’, when referring to Jesu
modern beliefs, and Jesus' st

] Many Christians believe that Jesus was the
incarnation of God; God in the flesh. Most
Christians believe he was fully human and fully
God. He is also referred to as the Son of God.

andings of the term S

e —————

Why Christians believe Jesus was the Son of God:
= He is referred to as the Son of God in the Gospels, i
= Jesus’ early followers believed him to be the Son of

the Apostles and the letters in the New Testament).
= Many Churches teach that he is the Son of God.

Many Christians believe that
y -hristians believ 2. Fillin the Bible q

Jesus fulfilled the Jewish

‘And a voice fro
so they do not

need to follow it

with humans, and

Shows that God i

If there is a God, do you think that it
come down to Earth in human form?

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation: Jesus’ Crucifixion, Resurrection and flacension

oThe Gospels record the last days

° Synopsis:

i of Jesus' life, including: The Gospels record that after eating a last meal with his , and being betrayed,
=> his crucifixion and death; i »
=> his resurrection; and High Priest and the Council; the Roman Governc~.? iitius Pilate; and in

=> his ascension
i The suffering and death of Jesus
i are known as the Passion.

Herod. The Jews convinced Pilate to kill Jesus, and he

two. After he died on the

empty. Jesus appeared, re

“As Jesus E to heaven after his death, he is believed

to be alive, and able to help Christians in their daily lives.

Jesus' resurrection and ascension

show his D and reassure

2. Write the correct Christians of his power and authority.

multiple-choice The importance of these
answer in the gaps. events for Christians

Many Christians believe Jesus

came to reunite God with the 3. Fillin

The Gospels show that Jesus came to die as a sacrifice,

Jesus' death (crucifixion) gentiles as well as the Jews,

to save humanity — he told his

and resurrection fulfilled disciples that the forgiveness of meaning that anyone can come
A sins is possible because of him, to God through Jesus, because of
Testament prophecy, then died to pay the price for his crucifixion and resurrection.
and so the purpose of human sin, and was
Jesus' life was to achieve resurrected, showing that he ‘ :%"tal.
God's long-term plan for had also defeated B bmfomls 4. Find another Bible quote tha%

crucifixion or resurrection an:

humanity. h Jught to symbolise ot

that humans are no

longer separated from
(o and

that Jesus came so that

gentiles humans and God could

- . . . Reference:
divinity humanity forgiveness be reconciled and have

E- ascended resurrected crucified arelationship. g
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Beliefa and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation: Sin

g

Christians believe that they need saving from
sin, so that they can have a good relationship
with God, and so they do not go to hell. The
consequence of sin is believed to be death;
those who are saved receive eternal life.

Most Christians believe that they are saved
from their sin through Jesus, and that if they
believe in him, confess their sins and ask for
forgiveness, then they will be saved.

_________________________________

1. Find a Bible quote which supports
one of these ideas and write it
here: (Hint: Try Romans 6.)

Original Sin:

Some Christians (notably the 2

be inherited from birth.

The concept is generally credited to St 2

fd

all future humans inherited sin when created through sexual reproduction.

Only 2

| Reference:

Explain personal sin.

3. Which people/Church shou
gaps? Research if necessary

Church) believe in original sin, whic

, who believed that when A

(the first people) sinned against God, their nature became damag

(Jesus’' mother) and Jesus are believgd to have been born witl

4. How do you thir i
influenci 74 istic ok

w
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Beliefa and Teachinga - Jeaus Christ and Salvation: Meana of Salwation and Role of Christ in Salvation

2. Give three r

Salvation within Christianity atonement ¢
L=

refers to being saved from sin
and death. Christians believe
Jesus brought them salvation,
through atonement. Other
means of salvation include
law, grace and the Spirit.

1. Explain the concepts of salvation and
atonement, and Jesus’ role in these.

_,i Salvation and

importance t:

Salvation:

Christians be;

Jews try to achieve salvation by

It is how Jesus

1

1

1

1

i

1

| following the Jewish A
i

i It is what Jesus
1

they no longer need to follove~

achieved for achieved salvation

for Christians.

|

|
1 this, as they receive salvation .
: | Christians.

I

1

ithrough following Jesus instead.

and the Spirit:

Some Christians Some Christians
think that people believe certain
are saved if they people are

use their free predestined to
will to accept be saved

Jesus' sacrifice

Many Christians believe that B is a

. Many Christians also believe that

1
1
1
1
1
|
1
| gift from God, which can save them. Jesus coming
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1 they receive God's B through the
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
to save humanity was an expression of God's B ,
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

i Holy Spirit, the Bible, and sacraments. Which understanding of who r 5. Explain why Ch
! E
[ ' G was necessary 1

2 ’ salvation/atoné

COPYRIGHT
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3. Write A or B next to each
term to match it to the
correct places in the text.
Also fill the gaps with the
correct terme .
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‘Practices - Worship and Festivals: ‘Wership

..........

Liturgical worship:
This is worship which follows a structure. Many

churches may follow the same liturgical style every
week, but use different hymns and prayers (for
example). It allows different aspects of w:
incorporated, and helps Christi=ns
following a familiar stri'ztur

i to God and con come in different
i styles and involve different practices.

1. Fillin the gaps! Use the words
in the box below.

The Bible is used in many ways. It can

be used to about God

and God's will, in

Non-liturgical and inf
These involve worship wi
which may be spontaneo
These types of worship

private worship, and

because Christians may 1 g%

2. Explain what private worship is, when it might

to them through the happen and what it might contain. want to worship God in £
. . . appropriate at the time, r.
Bible and gives his . The e AN planned in advance, or if

Bible may also help to without the formal liturg

and guide Christians, and to help them

to make decisions.

group speaks

comfort teach grace

worship God
N e el personally.

COPYRIGHT
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TRLTE o %}rsi nportant to Christians? Give three re

-

4. Give three different types of worship 5. Why do yo
practice (e.g. reading the Bible). 5

'9
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‘Practices - Worship and Festivals: ‘Prayer

(@ )‘ 1. What is prayer and what is its purpose?

‘Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, ;
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Prager is...
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. :
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And do not bring us to the time of

trial, but rescue us from the evil one.

(Matthew 6:9-12 M:

o
@
[}
Y
[
w
@
—
I
w
c
w
-
I
c
Q
o
—
=
w
<

N Styles of Prayer

2. Which prayer do Christians pray which
Jesus taught his disciples to pray?

P
Significance of Prayer: prayers -
= Prayer allows Christians to have a relationship with God.

= The ability to pray helps Christians to rely on God for help and guidance.
=> Praying fulfils Jesus’ command to pray to God.

= Praying allows Christians to praise and thank God.

= Praying allows Christians to ask God for help — for themselves or others.

= Praying allows Christians to ask for forgiveness.

exact prayers which
Christians use. Christians

may pray these for

particular nur.

Some prayers are A

which Christians can

thoughts with God and

feelings and things cur

world and

4. When teaching the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6, Jesus said *' 3t
God would forgive someone'’s sins if they did what?

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Practices - Worship and Festivals: Sacramenta

Sacraments are impor
Christians worship Go
receive God’s grace fl
sacraments are powe
see sacraments as sy

1. Explain what baptism is, what it symbolises and
why Christians get baptised / baptise others.

In the Orthodox Church,

Some churches, e.g. the Anglican

Some churches, e the bread and wine are

Church, practise A
mixed together and given

onakE

to commit their life to God and are fully

godparents make promises tG" In the Anglican Church, ordained clergy

immersed in water.

fhe child in the Christian faith. S bless the bread and wine and distribute

:I 2. Fillin the Bible quote. ] | it; often the congregation come to the

1

E C . The Eucharist will be

1

;I part of a liturgy. The bread is thin the

! .

H wafers, and the wine is usually in one

! com
Some Christians believe that chalice. A blessing will be given for those rem
infants must be baptised, or (Matthew 28:19 NRSV) . . rem

} who do not receive bread and wine.

they will go to hell or a state G bloo
called limbo if they die. This forg
is an uncommon view today. The Catholic Church believes in D : that remi

Most Christians who baptise
their children do so to
introduce them to the faith blood of Jesus for Christians to receive. Catholirs

and to commit to raising ..
them as Christians. must be confirmed to receive the Tt s

COPYRIGHT
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the bread and wine somehow become the body and

n sble iiuote that
.“reiates to the Eucharist
and write it here:
(Hint: Try Matthew 26,
Mark 14, or Luke 22.)

'9

3. Write the correct multiple-choice ans'¢ .

ag
Education

A- adult

AdOD NOILO3dSNI

B- bellever

C- aliar

. . . Reference:
D- regl presence incarnation transubstantiation

E- plate spoon skewer



Practices - ‘Worship and Festivala: Pilgrimage

1. What is pilgrimage and why do 3. Write the name of the pilgrimage site next to its
Christians go on pilgrimage? description. Use the words in the box below.
Pilgrimage... n 5>_ -—important

because it hosts a Christiar

community

mportant because a

4. Which girl had a vi

n of Mary was seen here, and people

mother Mary at Lo
go in the hope of being healed

a) Cécile
b) Lucie
¢) Bernadette

d) Clémence

2.

1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1

Give two different reasons why pilgrimage / pilgrimage places may be 5. Give three other places where
thought important. go on pilgrimage.
Importance:

S Some places may be considered important because...

(popular Catholic view).

= Not all Christiar

go to a pilgrima;

(popular Protestant view).

___________________________________________________________
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‘Practices - Worship and Festivals: Celebrations and Festivala

1. Find a Bible quote about the events
that Christmas celebrates and write
it here: (Hint: Use the start of

Matthew's or Luke’'s Gospel.)

A is the celebration of Jesus' birth, and

leading up to it.

Christians celebrate ti+ . =" =ca

srnate, to save them and

i p.stant because Jesus’ birth was when Jesus came into the world t

h and

humans, and without his birth he would not have

1
1
1
| been able to die and rise to save humanity.

Reference: Christians celebrate Jesus being crucified to atone for Christ

they celebrate him being resurrected from the dead, overcoming death. These

Christians believe that through these Jesus brought them and re:

the period before B, Christians traditionally repent of th

Find a Bible quote about the
events that Easter celebrates, or
one discussing Jesus' death/
resurrection in the New Testament
letters, and write it here:

4. Fill in the gaps! Use the words
in the box to the ri¢ht.

Christmas and Easter — what d

iv 't niatch it to the

_ghtpiece of text, and write

" the name of the festival at
the top of the correct box.

C) Christmas I
C) Easter i

Reference:

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Practices - The Role of the Church in the Tgcal and ‘Werldwide Community: Role of the Church in the 1gcal

8

1. Fill in the (four) gaps about what a church does The local church, or parish, is important 3. Whatis
in the | I ity — with ts1 i because it tries to help local believers and the local
in the local community —with no prompts! ! community, with faith and with practical issues. A

=> Provides worship services and groups, e.g. to study the Bible / pray
% help Christians to maintain, strengthen and understand their

% help Christians to focus on their Christian identity and encourages
them to continually practise their faith in their everyday lives
|
=> Provides fellowship; the opportunity to spend time with othe,

Christians
% allows them the opportunities to discuss hei ‘i3 ‘H"?w the Chw'(:hhzlpuocfu
friendships - - I believers and the communily,

=> Provides activities for chi
% helps children to learn (3r i and grow in their

> Local Christians may help street pastor
or food bank initiatives

faith i & Street pastors provide practical Church members m
3 N e N o support on the streets, talking to want to help other
urch members will visit thosewhoare __ orunable members of the community, providing with their faith, an

to attend church
& Christians will receive spiritual and practical support in hard times
I
=>» Churches may do outreach work, such as running

practical support for vulnerable people, with their lives due

and discouraging antisocial behaviour compassion
% food banks help to provide food for
courses and activities those who have financial problems and

% this may help non-Christians come to faith cannot afford food VAN

& activities may provide enjoyment and support for those in the
community who need practical support or companionship
I

=>» The Church may speak out about local issues or help local charities
% this helps add weight to the community voice and support to local
projects

Fill in the Bible quote.

COPYRIGHT
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(Luke 3:11 NRSV:

4. Find another Bible quote which provides a reason why the G
church helps the local community and write it here: :
(Hint: Try Matthew 7, Matthew 25, Mark 10, or 1 Peter

5. Why do you think different chu
ecumenically on a local level?

'9
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work and evangelism, which are important to many
Christians. The Church has grown greatly since the
time of Jesus, though it is now declining in some

- Woestern countries.

5

-
History of Church growth:

> Early Christians evangelised locally, and then
spread out further.

=> Evangelism was helped by the Roman Emperor
Constantine, other leaders, and trade.

= Churches have tried to convert people ‘> i
areas where they are ack %

= Some Christians have

overseas through miss

3. Fillin the gaps! Use the
words in the box below.

Missionary work is often abroad; trying to evangelise in

areas which are less economically developed, while also
helping with considerations. As well as a

mission to and help, others, the Church also

has other missions, such as working for

elderly charities c‘ianvert
practical alpha pieace

4. Give two examples of methods of evanc ...
(2 marks) . :

‘Practices - The Role of the Church in the Tgcal and ‘Werldwide Community: Place of Mission, Evangelism and

1.

What is evangelism? Why do Christians / the Churc

2. Fillin th

courses and Church activities o

% interested in Church and Christianity, and to t

Centres and drop-ins where the homeless,

night out, can rec:ve food, shelter and help,

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Practices - The Role of the Church in the 1gcal and ‘Werldwide Community: Tmportance of the Werldwide

0 1. Give another three . .
{ The worldwide church can mean all Christians, ‘ roles of the Role and importance:
or all churches of a particular denomination. : > To help coordinate beliefs and pract
Many denominations try to work together as
members of the World Council of Churches, though

worldwide church
(Hint: Use the other
boxes as prompts).

out theiv faith.

the A Church is not o member.
The worldwide church is important for many

i reasons. \
In some countries Christians are persecuted for their

faith. Christian churches may try to seek reconciliat’.

! The worldwide church

‘Importance Oj the out of compassion. The

. i countries and religious g
Worldwide Church | better world, and becaus

i badly and taught that pe

try not to lose faith due to"persecution, believing it is

part of God's C . However, some

Christian churches may meet and worship in secret to Q

oreserve the safety of their members. Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of th

. these who are members of my family, you did

The worldwide church gives charity:
Christians believe that they should help, and give to, others.

= Jesus taught them that they ought to help others, including in the
parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25 where he
indicates that those who perform acts of charity will go to heaven,
because helping others is a service to God. Those who do not help
others will go to D .

= St Paul also teaches that Christians should love everyone and help

them through E rather than as an empty gesture.

Write the correct multiple-choice
answers in the gaps.

ortant thing the worldwide church
does? Why? it

A- Anglican
B [ ¢ praise
C-  punishment : : plan

D hell purgatory

E- duy compassion fear

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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Beliefs and Teachings - Key Beliefs: The Nature of God - God's Qualities ¢

......................................................................
o

i the problem of evil and suffering.

------------------------------------------------------------

God Qualities{§

2 God is believed to be omnipotent
or all-powerful. The Bible teaches
of his power, shown especially in
his creation of the world, and his
salvation of humanity.

=> God is believed to be loving. In the
Bible he sends Jesus to pay the
price for humanity’'s sin.

= God is believed to be just —
righteous and fair. He rewards the
good and punishes the bad. In the
Bible he does not abandon his
people; he saves them from slavery
in Egypt and leads them to a

Promised Land.

i There are different beliefs about God's nature. Many Christ
believe he is omnipotent, loving and just, althov:

God's Qualities and
the Problem of Evil
and Suffering

The Problem of Evil and Suffering:
If God is omnipotent, loving and jus
by nature, the problem arises: why do
he allow evil and suv*fering?

if God is not omnipotent, loving a

Christianity, which is based on belie

was powerful enough to create the

that God is fair and good.

= If God is omnipotent, loving and j
him to allow evil and suffering, or
the wicked often succeed — the exis

lead people to question their faith.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - ey Beliefs: The Nature of God - The Onenesa of G

.............................................
“““

Many Christions believe in
the Trinity; that God is one
being made up of three
persons — God the Father,
i God the Son and God
' the Spirit.

g
-------------------------------------------

The Father
created the world
and sent Jesus (the
Son) to save
humanity.

The Son was present at, and helped w
Jesus, born of a human mother, Mary.
the dead and ascenrling to heaven. H

hearts. He was present at creati
Jesus’ baptism, and came at Pe
the Father and the Son, but Orth
from the Father only.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - ey Beliefs: Creation
Q

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with

o

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginn .y

1, avedd

with God. All things came into being ther oy spirit of Go
without him not one thing car . Ato ¢ aysl creation.

" (John 1:1-3 NRSV) = John 1:1-3

(5 - Word (Jesu

1@9 . at creation,

Genesis recorg? ation of the universe and of life. There are two

different accourits.

through him

In the first, God creates the universe and its inhabitants in six days,
and then rests a day. Plants and animals are created before humans.

The second varies slightly; after God has created Earth, he creates
man. He then creates plants and animals, and then creates woman,
out of one of man'’s ribs.

The woman is tempted by a serpent and the couple eat the fruit of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God casts them out of their
garden paradise.

COPYRIGHT
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ristians interpret the Bible literally; they belie
«vorld was created in seven days and that God created
are now.

=> Some Christians interpret the Bible symbolically. They
God created the world and humanity, but that the bibli
creation is not literally true — God may have created th
through the Big Bang, and humans through evolution

Ig
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Beliefs and Teachings - Key Beliefs: The flfterlife

In the parable of the sheep and the
goats, Jesus teaches that he will judge
people at the end of time depending
on their actions — the good will go to
heaven and the bad to * ’

‘In my Fathe

so, would

Many Christians believe in
teaches that pog¥ R ou | Jue hell, a horrible realm
the world and where bad people go
judgemer\Gel e at any time. when they die, separated
from God.

Some Christians believe in resurrection
of the body; the dead will be raised in
their bodies at the end of time. Jesus
taught that the dead would be raised
from their graves (John 5:28-29).

Some Christians believe in both
resurrection of the body and
immortality of the soul; people will live

on immediately after death, but will be
reunited with their bodies and judged at
the end of time.

The Afterlife is what C
i believe comes after de
Christians have various
about what happens w
die, where they will go
will happen at the end

e thief on the cross that he
ise that day (Luke 23:43).

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salwation: The Incarnation and

- e
Biblical Basis for the Incarnation and i Many Christians believe the: Jesus was the

Jesus Being the Son of God: incarnation of Ge-'- v - 4 :-i’rhe flesh. Most
= God spoke approval at Jesus' Christians be} « he , s fuity human and full
baptism and at the Transfiguration. i God. ' s¢ 7 2ieffed to as the Son of God
= Jesus showed his glory at the
Transfiguration. ,
> Jesus is spoken of as Gz '
in the New ZETHRt

% he could h\a

% he performed miracles

% he claimed authority to forgive
sins

% he came back from the dead

Shows that God is compassionate
and cares enough about humans to
live with them and die for them

COPYRIGHT
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Shows that
there can be life <=
after death
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Shows that God wants to
have a relationship with

humans, and makes it
so they do not need to follow it easier to relate to him

Shows that
God is
powerful
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...................................................
0
o

Synopsis:
The Gospels 3

days of Jesus’ life, including: e

=> his crucifixion and death;

=> his resurrection; and

=> his ascension

The suffering and death of Jesus

i are known as the Passior

v 1en"he died, the temple curtain to
to Jesus’ tomb on the Sunday mornin
to his disciples on several occasions.

SR

.
......................

As Jesus ascende
to be alive, and

The Gospels show that
Jesus’ death (crucifixion)
and resurrection fulfilled
Old Testament prophecy,

and so the purpose of Jesus’
life was to achieve God's

long-term plan for humanity.

The temple curtain te

s a sacrifice, to save humanity — bottom is thought to s
isciples that the forgiveness of sins is humans are no longer s
p055|ble because of him, then died to pay the price God and that Jesus ca
for human sin, and was resurrected, showing that he humans and God could
had also defeated death; the punishment of sin. and have a relati

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Jeaus Christ and Salvation: Sin

o*

Personal Si
Most Christia
against God's

Sin is an interesting concept, which often means acting
i against God’s will, but can also refer to a state of separa*on
from God.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Christians believe that they need saving from sin, so that the:
can have a good relationship with God, and so they
to hell. The consequence of sin is believed to »¢ Je
who are saved receive eternal life. ’ ’

Most Christians belin} Gl
throucqiliys, «

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Beliefs and Teachings - Jesus Christ and Salvation: Means of Salvation

------------------------------------------------------------

to being saved from sin and death.
Christians believe Jesus brought them
salvation, through atonement. Other
{ means of salvation include law, Salvation:
. grace and the Spirit. Christians believe
e asmssssssamsssssmssssemsssssmsssssmasmsanamrren that Jesus saved
o them from sin and
death through his
death and
resurrection. This is
known as salvation.

Law:
Jews try to achieve salvation
by following the Jewish Law.
Christians believe they no
longer need to follow all of
this, as they receive salvation
through following Jesus
instead.

It is what Jesus
achieved for
Christians.

ome

- ) i i Christians
Grace and the Spirit: sople are : | believe certain
Many Christians believe that grace is e - aved if they i { people are

| use theirfree | | predestined
: willto accept | i to be saved
| Jesus sacrifice | F——

...............................................
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‘Practices - ‘Worahip and Festivals: ‘Wership

---------------------------------------------------------------

Liturgical worshi-:
This is we s,

i Worship covers any acts of devotion
! to God and can come in different

: use different hymns and
. example). It allows different aspects

God's will, X¥€e® or private
worship, and is important because
Christians may feel that God speaks
to them through the Bible and gives
his grace. The Bible may also help to
comfort and guide Christians, and to

help them to make decisions.

f

Private worship:

Christians can worship God
whenever and wherever thev
want to. They may like '...6

o jose which worship

e
3 oy ices to use.

AdOD NOILO3dSNI
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‘Practices - Worship and Festivals: Prayer

* P _ayer is communica
Christians pray in di
o : and for many reaso

e < Hhis i have a close relatio

‘Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name. Your kingdom com g

will be done, on earth as it is in he ...

.............................

day our daily bread. And { i, 11 de.l;ts, as we

4

bui « 2 urs. And do not bring us

but rescue us from the evil one. |
(Matthew 6:9-13 NRSV) |

i e.g. Christians pray the Lord’s Prayer

because Jesus taught his disciplesto
. pray this, and it allows Christians to ask
! God for provision and guidance. :

....................................................................................................

Some prayers are set prayers — exact
prayers which Christians use. Christians
may pray these for particular purposes.

( Somenr i - . .vmal prayers,
Wi« 7 uns’can use to share their

COPYRIGHT
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= The ability to
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‘Practices - ‘Worship and Festivals: Sacraments

...........................................

Baptism is being anointed with or immersed in water to

symbolise committing one’s life to God. It is an important
step for many Christians in their journey of faith. Jesus
commanded his disciples to baptise followers.

Sacraments are important p

.,
0
------------------------------------------

Some churches, e.g. the Ara' 4

Some churches, e.g. the Baptist
Church, only baptise adults

and the parents and godparents

make promises to raise the child in (and older children) — this is
! the Christian faith. known as believer’'s baptism.
! Christians must make promises
:' to commit their life to God and
[ are fully immersed in water.
1
:' In the Anglic

i Some Christians believe that
infants must be baptised, or
: they will go to hell or a state
: called limbo if they die. This

is an uncommon view today.
. Most Christians who baptise
 their children do so to
introduce them to thedaith

ordained clerg
" bread and wine
it often the co
come to the al
Eucharist will
liturgy. The b
wafers, and the
in one chalice. A
be given for thos
receive bread

‘Go therefore and make

disciples of all nat’ s

COPYRIGHT
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| baptisina t! ... heame
| ret e Fot zouind of the Son
& of the Holy Spirit’

(Matthew 28:19 NRSV)
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The Catholic Church believes in transubstantiation: th
wine somehow become the body and blood of Jesus fo:
receive. Catholics must be confirmed to receive th




‘Practices - Worship and Festivals: Pilgrimage

.................................................
o

Pilgrimage involves going
on a physical journey, in ~

Y o
.................................

('

Importance:

= Some places may be considered important because
of people who have lived there, or visions that hay
happened there (popular Catholic view).

COPYRIGHT
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10 Fart in
age site to
other Christians, or
popular Protestant view).

= Not all Christians believe pl~c s
themselves, but m A
spend time -

I [
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‘Practices - Worship and Festivals: Celebrations and Festivals

o

ose surrounding Christm

Advent is the time of preparation leading up to it.

Christians celebrate these because they believe
God sent his son, Jesus, who many believe to be
God incarnate, to save them and reconcile them
with God. Christmas is important because Jesus’
birth was when Jesus came into the world to live
with and teach humans, and without his birth he
would not have been able to die and rise to save
humanity.

[ —

Easter:
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‘Practices - The Role of the Church in the 1geal and ‘Weorldwide Comumunity:

i 9 Provides worship services and groups, e.g. to study the Bible / pray
5 & help Christians to maintain, strengthen and understand their faith

% help Christians to focus on their Christian identity and encoura
them to continually practise their faith in their everyday

.........................
o

The local church
important becau
elievers and th
i with faith and w

= Church members will visit those who are ill or unable to attend church
' & Christians will receive spiritual and practical support in hard times

=>» Churches may do outreach work, such as running alpha courses and

i activities

& this may help non-Christians come to faith

& activities may provide enjoyment and support for those in the
community who need practical support or companionship

.............................................................................................................................................................................................

=>» The Church may speak out about local issues or help local charities
: & this helps add weight to the community voice and support to local
projects\

..............................................................................................................................................................

i = Local Christians may help street pastor
or food bank initiatives

& Street pastors provide practic2!

support on the cieaets ’

members ciilei-3R M
T e

gau
vulnerable pee®

antisocial behaviour

& food banks help to provide food for
those who have financial problems | :
and cannot afford food

‘Whoever has two coats must

share with anyone who has none;

and whoever has food must do

nd discouraging

likewise.’
(Luke 3:11 NRSV)
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‘Practices - The Role of the Church in the 1gcal and ‘Worldwide Community: Pl

..........................................................................
o

The Church has tried to grow through
missionary work and evangelism, which are :
important to many Christians. The Church has i

grown greatly since the time of Jesus, though it \
is now declining in some Western countries.

Evangelism i< Epreading the good

3 Agellse to help others through
" may evangelise to maintain churc
funds and volunteers to continue

...................................................................

(
History of Churgs

=> Early Christiar:
then spread ouXga

2 Evangelism was |
Emperor Constantine, other leaders, and
trade.

=> Churches have tried to convert people in
the areas where they are active.

=>» Some Christians have tried to evangelise

overseas through missionary work.

Missionary work is often abroad;
trying to evangelise in areas which
are less economically developed,

while also helping with practical
considerations. As well as a r-'s

about Christia
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‘Practices - The Role of the Church in the 1gcal and ‘Worldwide Comumunity:

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
o

Role and importance:
or all churches of a particular denomination. : = To he!~ - srdinate beliefs an
Many denominations try to work together as bl § iﬁ.‘j;;?istians work toget
members of the World Council of Churches, though £ Ip support all Christians,
the Catholic Church is not a member. The - To help others, e.g. through g
wotldwide church is important for many 3 To evangelise, to convert m

In some count: 73’99
persecuted for CF¥ag@®:h. Christian

churches may try 1o seek reconciliation
with their persecutors, and forgive them,
as Jesus taught. They may also work with
other organisations to combat
persecution. Many Christians try not to
lose faith due to persecution, believing it
is part of God’s plan. However, some
Christian churches may meet and
worship in secret to preserve the safety of
their members.

G +
.....................................................................

The worldwide church gives charity:
Christians believe that they should help, and o= t 7o

s uthers, including in the
in Matthew 25 where he
indicates the 13;::; » acts of charity will go to
heaven, bec:¥%% ing others is a service to God. Those who
do not help otniers will go to hell.
=>St Paul also teaches that Christians should love everyone and help
them through compassion, rather than as an empty gesture.

= Jesus taught them that thev ¢
parable of the g

------------------------------
o

Christian Aid:
Christian Aid is a ch
economically devel
suffering. They do t
 Practical support th
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Christianity Topic on a Page Activitie

Some questions ask for comparison between religions. This is not
expected in the exam, but activities involving comparison should help
students to remember points about Christianity and broaden their
understanding of similarities and differences between religions. specificatio

Always che

1. The Nature of God - God's Qualities and the Problem of

1) See summary sheet

2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4) For example:
‘God’s love was revealed among us 1n thic o y: ‘
him.’ (1 John 4:9 NRSV) i

5) For example

4 sent his only Son into the w

oint (maximum 2)

6) For example:
e  Free will is a fairly good solution to the problem of evil and suffering beca
prefer to have free will, and there be a possibility that some will use this fi

to make real choices. Therefore I think it is successful in explaining moral

provide an explanation for natural suffering,

e I donotthink that evil and suffering are just, so this is not a successful sol
many bad people do not suffer, while good people do. Also, if Jesus came t

longer need to be punished.

7) For example: [ do not think that Christians are justified in believing in an omni
because there do not seem to be satisfactory solutions for there being the amo
the world, if God is loving and all-powerful. Either God does not exist, or he is n¢:
because a loving God could not want humans to suffer as much as they do.

2. The Nature of God — The Oneness of God and the Trinity

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet

3) For example:
‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (Matt

4) For example: Jesus’ baptism, creation (Father and Spirit mentioned in Genesis,
‘In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit desce
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

‘In the beginning when God created the heaer ;“af . earth the earth was a
the face of the deep, while the spiritc < = vepc over the face of the waters. (

3

n }..,.Moé“é:s; grace and truth came through Jesus
se to the Father’s heart, who has made him know

‘The law indeed was giv: -
is God the gnly Sen. o

5) Forex:

%s believe that God the Father is powerful. They believe that he sh

world, and by helping his people (the Jewish people in the Old Testament,

Some believe that he is in charge of the other persons of the Trinity.

e  Christians believe that the second person of the Trinity has existed both i
believe that he was present at the creation of the world, but also that he ¢
The person of Jesus is known as God the Son.

) ‘Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Education

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark fo

If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for script
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6) For example:
e  Jesus comes from the Father, but is one being with him.
e  Jesus' mother was a virgin.
e  Jesus will come to judge those alive and those dead.

3. Creation

See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) d) Eating forbidden fruit

4) See summary sheet

5) For example:
‘Then God said, “Let there be llght" and Ty *W_

wiit. (Genesis 1:3 NRSV)

6) For example:
. theral pro: You '

seem less powerful and involved.
(Note: cons for the literal view may be pros for the symbolic view, and vice ver.

7) For example: The doctrine of the Fall is the idea that humans fell from God’s gra
This corrupted all of humanity, not just Adam and Eve. This led to original sin b
reproduction (the first, original sin of Adam and Eve was passed on to their chil
humans really need saving as they are very separated from God. It also makes s

4. The Afterlife

See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4) For example:
‘Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in their g
come out... (John 5:28-29 NRSV)

5) For example: The parable of the talents teaches that people will be rewarded f
and given more, but those who do not use what God has given them will be pu

6) For example:
e Some Christians believe that after death the soul will live on immediately
bad people to hell (some believe that some people will go to purgatory to
begins immediately after death and the soul is 1mmort"l This is reinforce
Jesus talking about life immediately after deatt
¢ [to the thief on the cross] “Truly I tell you, 0de 7 du
Some Christians believe that life . >, ooati «oes not begin immediately a
raised at the end of tim= il i ...swn as resurrection of the body, and it i
their bodies, anc. i _iene will be judged before being sent to heaven
o ‘Do i «d at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in t
0wt (John 5:28-29 NRSV)

ievant points and reference to scripture.

Accept
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark fo
If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for script
7) For example: I do not think some Christians are justified in interpreting John 1
go to heaven. Many Christians claim this means that people can only know God

Jesus the Son, and as Christians believe in a loving God, this seems a better inte
God would condemn people to hell for not worshipping him and following ano

GCSE AQA A Topic on a Page: Component 1, Christianity Answers Page 2 of 8
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5. The Incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4) For example: Jesus cried when his friend Lazarus died (John 11:35); Jesus was
11:12); Jesus slept (e.g. Mark 4:38); Jesus died in agony (Jesus’ Passion in any o

5) For example: I think it makes sense for God / a God to come down to Earth in h
that they are following his teaching, and they will respect him for living among
better.

6) For example:
e  One argument with justification
e Different arguments for and agai::
OR Several linked, justific.’ 4 3 -
e Good, well-justifi ;.
]l oo o

- hj.dfication

s for one position
= 4ts for and against, linked together
justified arguments for and against,

Points ustification for

e Jesus showed divine qualities such as healing and rising from the dead.

e Jesusis spoken of as God in the flesh in the New Testament.

e  Christianity has taught this for years - if Jesus was not God, God would ha
them.

Points and Justification against

e Jesus’ followers may not have thought he was God incarnate during early
evidence of Jesus being thought to be God in the Gospels.

e  References to Jesus as God’s son may not mean that he is divine - they co
- many Christians have believed this.

e  Other prophets in the Bible have been able to heal and perform miracles, b
divine.

Accept any relevant point or justification.

7) For example:
e  Docetism claims that Jesus was fully divine and just appeared to be huma
e  Adoptionism holds that Jesus was a sinless human who God adopted at so
Some forms of Adoptionism hold that after Jesus’ adoption, he became div
Father.

6. Jesus’ Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension

1) See summary sheet

2) See summary sheet

COPYRIGHT
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3) See summary sheet

4) For example: .

‘While they were perplexe? Y 5, saddenly two men in dazzling clothes s

terrified and bowed ' = i * .o the ground, but the men said to them, “Why
: L uthas risen,” (Luke 24:4-5 NRSV)

5) A
iation between people and God, so that they can have a relations
e  Overcoming sin and death, so there can be eternal life for humans.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2) L Qg
6) For example: [ think they vary because they are compiled from different witne , EdU{:‘GtIGH

Jesus, and because the Gospel authors want to emphasise different points.

7) For example: | think Jesus’ crucifixion should be more important for Christians
humanity and atoned for man’s sin.

GCSE AQA A Topic on a Page: Component 1, Christianity Answers Page 3 of 8



1) For example:
‘For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jes

2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4)  For example: Because Christians believe they are sinful, they are likely to want
and be sure to ask God for forgiveness when they sin again. Those that believe
on God’s grace to save their fallen nature.

5) For example:
e Jesus taught that people should try very hard to avei ! i
e  Jesus taught that disabilities were not due to ¢«

H

6) For example:
. Christians believe that lf ;

death. However, they believe that Jesus paic
sili'Tive on after death.

eating the forbidden fruit has been passed on through sexual intercourse
nature. Jesus can be seen as a second Adam who came to save fallen huma

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture.
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark fo

If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for script

7) For example:
e  Similarities with Judaism: Jews, like Christians, believe that breaking God’
is sinful. They believe that sin will be punished by God.
e  Differences between Judaism and Christianity: Christians do not believe t
still need to be kept - breaking some of these is not sinful because Jesus f
that Jesus saved humanity from sin - Jews do not believe this.

8. Means of Salvation and Role of Christ in Salvation

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4)  For example: I think it makes most sense that people can be saved if they come
This means people can choose to accept Jesus, and need to make an effort to co
predestined to be saved this seems unfair on those who cannot achieve salvati
humans if God has already chosen to save them.

5) For example: Some Christians believe that it was ne;. y or Jesus to die for
God is loving and just - he wanted to save hum _something had to make
himself had to die as only he was able..c « . e furall sin, and this achieved sal
punished. L

COPYRIGHT
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6) For exam

h ns believe they have received salvation in Jesus, this influ
#stians want to thank him for freeing them from the law of sin an
Because Christians believe that they have been saved through Jesus, they
They believe that Jesus fulfilled this, and so following Jesus and accepting
the law.

fag

Accept any relevant points -.-‘ o
ptany p ation,

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

,Edmﬁ

7) For example: Predestination is associated with John Calvin, an important Chris
Reformation, and held in Calvinism. Calvin believed that God had chosen some
condemned. In this belief, it is God who guides those he has chosen to save to b
saving some, and just in condemning others.
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9. Worship

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

7)

10.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

7)

11

1
2)

. Sacraments

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
See summary sheet

For example: sermons, singing hymns, venerating icons, meditation, prayer..

For example: [ think worship is important to Christians because it allows them
They can ask him for help, praise him, and also ask for his forgiveness. Withou
able to interact with God and enjoy the reconciliation with him which Jesus ac

For example:
e  Sometimes Christians use liturgical worship - wo:. 4, ‘which follows a st
(set words and actions). This can be used ¢ af s opié are familiar with
concentrate on God, and so that» » »sc. _ices can be planned in adva
e  Sometimes Chrlstlans USig -k J <al' worship, which is less structured

ple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)
If the two ways of worship are not contrasting, maximum 2 marks

For example:
e  Similarities with Islamic worship: Prayer is very important in both Christ
Christians and Muslims listen to sermons to learn more about God and hi
e Differences between Christian and Islamic worship: Muslims must worsh
but there is no such compulsion in Christianity. Muslims must perform ce
Christians do not have to.

Prayer

See summary sheet
See summary sheet
See summary sheet
For example: Jesus said God would forgive someone’s sins if they forgave othe

For example: Many Catholics use a rosary to pray with - a necklace made of be
to concentrate on prayer and to remember to pray certain prayers.

For example:

e  Some prayers are set prayers which are prayers where there are exact w
style. These can be used to convey specific thoughts to God and so that Ch
same prayers as other Christians.

e  Some prayers are informal prayers, which are pra
Christians’ personal thoughts and feellng i
set prayers. : g

with less or no str
i 1e,dnd can be used w

Accept any relevant points

-1 ws per developed point (maximum 4)
L. dy r are not contrasting, maximum 2 marks

” he prayer ‘Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace’ is a famous p
set prayer, as it has set words, so anyone can pray this exact prayer. Its purpos
make them better people who will act on his will, allowing them to focus on be
expresses the thoughts of someone who is not always perfect, but who wants t

See summary sheet

See summary sheet

GCSE AQA A Topic on a Page: Component 1, Christianity Answers Page 5 of 8
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3) See summary sheet

4)  For example:
‘Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke itand ga
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19 NRS

5) For example:
e  Matrimony
e  Confirmation

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

6) For example: Quakers and the Salvation Army do not observe sacraments as th
they feel that people receive God’s grace through Jesus and do not need sacram
want people to rely on what they see as outer symbols, but to focus on God.

7) For example: Catholics believe in transubstantiatio i = us they take Jesus’ w
that he is giving his followers his body and }lo: 4. 5. &

“uur’s letters have also be
interpretation of this - that the bre- ¢ 4. © + se really become Jesus’ body and

2) See summary sheet

3) See summary sheet

4) c) Bernadette

5) For example: Jerusalem, Taizé, Rome...

6) For example: Some Christians may think that pilgrimage is unimportant becau
go on a physical journey to improve their relationship with God. They may also
God in any physical location. Some Christians feel that pilgrimage has become
commercial aspect of pilgrimage detracts from its spiritual focus.

7) For example: Jerusalem has always been a significant pilgrimage site for Christ
become closer to Jesus through walking where he walked. Jerusalem is especi
Jesus was condemned to death, and he would have been crucified and was rep
the surrounding area. Pilgrims can see the remains of the temple at which Jesu
the surrounding area are also Bethlehem, his birthplace, and the River Jordan
places of interest. Pilgrims in Jerusalem will spend time visiting important site
temple (which remains after the temple’s destruction), and places which they
churches which have been built since the time of Jesus. Some will walk the rou
crucifixion.

Celebrations and Festivals

1) For example:
[Prophesy, taken to be about Jesus] ‘For a child has ».>+
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Course’ o, 1i
NRSV) e

sC n for us, a son give

COPYRIGHT
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2) For example:

‘But in fact Christh.
v g the resurrection of the dead has also come through a hv::

ade alive in Christ’ (1 Corinthians 15:20-22 NRSV)

3) See summary sheet

4) See summary sheet

fag

5) For example: Christians may attend a midnight service containing the Eucharis
re-welcome Jesus into their lives. They may pray for peace and the end of confl
donations to charity at Christmas to help others. At Easter, Christians may atte
Maundy Thursday, at some time on Good Friday, and possibly several times on
on what God has done for them, and read the Bible. Many will take part in the

ation |

,Edmﬁ
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6) For example:

e  One argument with justification 1-3 marks
e Different arguments for and against, with justification

OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position 4—-6 marks
e  Good, well-justified arguments for and against, linked together 7-9 marks
e Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and against,

linked together and leading to a reasonable conclusion. 10-12 marks

Points and Justification for

e  Without Christmas, there would be no Christianity - if Jesus did not enter the world, he could not have died
for Christians.

o  Christmas is often emphasised more than other festivals. Christians often spend time with their families and
treat Christmas differently to other times of the year.

e  Christmas celebrates Jesus coming into the world and celebrates him revealing God to humans and teaching
them God’s will. This is really important to Christians.

Points and Justification against

e  Many Christians feel that Easter is the most important time of the year, because this celebrates when Jesus
brought humanity salvation.

e  While many Christians focus on Christmas Day more than on Easter Sunday, Christmas time is often obscured
by present buying and parties. At Easter, many Christians have space to focus on repentance and accepting
Jesus’ sacrifice.

e  Many Christians feel that while festivals are important, all the year is equally special to Christians - they
believe that Jesus died so that they could live good lives in a close relationship with God all the time!

Accept any relevant point or justification.

7) For example: Pentecost comes 50 days after Easter and celebrates when the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus’
disciples. Christians remember that those first disciples received the Holy Spirit, and are grateful that they too can
receive the Holy Spirit in their lives.

14. Role of the Church in the Local Community

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4) For example:
‘... whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be slave of all.” (Mark 10:43-44 NRSV) - Jesus taught that people should serve others, and so the church tries
to do this by helping the community.

5) For example: Different local churches may work together to strengthen bonds between Christians in the same
community. They may also work together to carry out joint work which they might not have the
money/volunteers to help with individually, such as outreach days.

6) For example:

e One way in which the local church helps the local community is by making donations to food banks. Members
of church congregations can donate food or money to buy food, which can be used to help those in need /
financial difficulty. Jesus taught that Christians should help others, and that this included everyone, not just
people they were close to (taught in the parable of the Good Samaritan). He taught that people should share
with others.

e  ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’
(Luke 3:11 NRSV)

e  Thelocal church also helps the local community by running activities and offering support - such as for the
elderly, or for parents with toddlers. These can help people to get out and about and to be able to spend time
with others. Christians believe that they should help others as Jesus taught to do to others what you would
want done to you - and people want help when they need it.

Accept any relevant points and reference to Christian teaching.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark for relevant reference to Christian
teaching.

If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for Christian teaching.
7) For example: [ think local churches are effective in reaching local believers, and actually providing weekly worship

and personal support. | think non-believing members of the community may still interact with activities at /
carried out by local churches, but would not be interested in the worldwide church and what it does.
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15. Place of Mission, Evangelism and Church Growth

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4) For example:
e  Alpha courses
e  Missionary work abroad

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

5) For example: I do not think that it is right for Christians to put monetary resources into evangelism when there are
so many people worldwide who need practical help to live. I think they should focus money on this first. However,
as evangelism is important to Christians, I do not think they are wrong to evangelise if they are not putting
evangelism before practical help.

6) For example: [ think Christianity is likely to shrink in the more economically developed world as people feel less
need for God and atheism is becoming very socially acceptable. However, I think Christianity may continue to grow
in developing and less-developed areas of the world because people feel a need for God. If the economically
developed world faces more uncertainty or instability, numbers of Christians may rise there again.

7) For example: David Livingstone (1813-1873) was a famous Christian missionary who tried to spread Christianity
by travelling through Africa and preaching the Gospel. He also supported ending the slave trade, and hoped that he
could help end it by evangelising in Africa and providing opportunities for (moral) trade.

16. Importance of the Worldwide Church

1) See summary sheet
2) See summary sheet
3) See summary sheet

4)  For example: I think the most important thing which the worldwide church does is working for reconciliation. It
has the influence to help to end inequalities and conflicts and to help people work together, and this is important
for a harmonious world.

5) For example: If | were a persecuted Christian, [ think [ would be scared and try to worship in secret or move to a
safer area if [ could. I think it is brave to try to reconcile with those who persecute you, and that it would be really
hard if you were in that position.

6) For example:

e The worldwide church is important because it helps with reconciliation. It helps to reconcile people who are
conflicting with each other - for example, warring countries - and it helps to reconcile people who have been
unjustly treated with those who have treated them badly. It does this partly because Jesus taught people to be
compassionate and love others, and reconciling people is loving; and also because Jesus taught that
reconciliation was important — that people should reconcile with each other before approaching God, as, if
they were conflicting with others, it would make it hard for them to be fully committed to God.

e  The worldwide church is also important because it encourages charity and helps to give charity. Charity is
important because it helps people to live stable and happy lives and because Jesus taught that people would
not go to heaven if they did not help others.

Accept any relevant points and reference to Christian teaching.

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark for relevant reference to Christian
teaching.

If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for Christian teaching.

7)  For example: CAFOD is a Catholic charity which aims to put Catholic teachings into practice to help people. They
help people in need internationally. They try to help with sustainability as well as emergency relief, teaching
people sKills so that they can help themselves. They campaign against injustice and encourage prayer for their
work.
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