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Teacher’s Introduction
This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching

of AQA A GCSE Religious Studies Component 2: Thematic Studies, Always check the exam board
Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict. All areas of the specification website for new information,
are covered, and questions and activities are included to test including changes to the

knowledge and ability, and to help students to engage with the topics. | specification and sample
assessment material.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate
concepts. Keywords and Bible and Qur'an quotes are included to help students to understand the
material and to further their grasp of the subjects. A brief introduction to the course and answering
exam questions is provided for students at the start, and answers and a mark scheme are included at the
end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or complement to a textbook, as a class text
or for independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific
classroom activity or homework.

This topic involves studying a number of different arguments, ideas and opinions, from different religious
and non-religious perspectives. This should both inform students, and develop their thinking, enabling
them to approach issues from different points of view.

This resource focuses primarily on Christianity in line with the specification’s focus on Christianity as the
main religious tradition in Britain today. Where students need to know contrasting religious views on
specific topics, examples are provided from Islam, which we expect to be a common choice, along with
other religious and non-religious views where appropriate.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without
oversimplification, while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout we
have tried to present all views in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully, this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their
exams. It should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they
want to teach to their class.

July 2016

Note: this theme covers several controversial and potentially upsetting issues such as terrorism and weapons of mass
destruction. It is advised that teachers review these sections before sharing them with their classes, and warn students about
any content which may distress or offend.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has

purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.
* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 1 of 38 © ZigZag Education, 2016



(ntroduction to the course and how to ans

This course aims to cover religious and non-religious beliefs, teachings and a
reasons for peace, and violence including different types of war, terrorism an
understanding of these ideas and their place in the world today. The course
Christianity in particular, to cover the specification’s focus on Christianity as th
Britain today, as well as focusing on some other religions in certain sections.

Christianity, but please note that in the exam no specific religion will be referr
questions) and you may write about any religion(s) you have studied.

This course companion is designed to equip you with the information you ne
knowledge and ability to answer related questions. Not all the questions and
exam-style, but those which are should be answered,

The exam board will give you multiple-ch
give brief examples, as well as as!
beliefs and opinions.
try to use teciaaral

is and ask you to A
“explain’ and ‘evaluate’ C
l questions it is important to

possible, and to write well using a style
that is easy L* using correct spelling and grammar. More or
less writing Y w" #: required, depending on the number of marks. Try to -
spend as little time as possible on the shorter questions, to allow E
yourself more time for longer ones. -

For this theme you will get a 1-mark, 2-mark, 4-mark, 5-mark and 12-
mark question in the exam — a few extra marks are given for spelling,
punctuation and grammar based on the 12-mark question.

Hopefully, this resource will be interesting,
informative, and help you to achieve good
results.

For the 1-mark question, you will be given a =
multiple-choice question and you need to choose
the right answer. Make sure not to fall for 5
trick-answers!

For the 2-mark question you need to give two examples c
facts. You do not need to elaborate on these, and do not w:
time giving extra examples, as you can only get two marks.

For the 4-mark question, you will be asked to ‘explain’. You need to
and to get full marks you must develop or justify both. So you can thi
a mark per point and a mark for developing each point. This should s
understand information as well as being able to recall it. The question
contrasting beliefs — in this case make s : beliefs you use ar
not just the same argument given b it religions. You musg;

- A.

similar to the 4-mark question, but the belief
refer to any religious beliefs, which do not need 33

SLi"r'é'\jéur points are as different as possible so that the person marking gi
point/development you make.

The 12-mark question is the longest, and there is a little more to remember. You will
This means giving arguments and justifications for and against the statement (so agr
an alternative point of view). Make sure you have good reasons for all the points you
To get top marks you need to come to a conclusion; picking the most convincing side
arguments you have given!) and saying why you think this is the case. You need to ref
you have a lot of different religious arguments, it is a good idea to refer to non-religic

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 2 of 38
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Religion, Violence, Terrorism al
Violence is an important issue in the modern world. Many people opposei R
forgive wrongs done to them, reconcile with enemies and achieve peace;: \\\\\\\}\
violence, and are pacifists. However, violence does happen; in protests, & \\\\f‘
Some believe that violence and wars can be just, and/or holy. However, n: \m\ \\\
motivated by reasons which are not just, or justifiable. \\\\ B
= x‘x\\\\\\
=] \\\§
Peace, Justice, Forgiveness and Reconciliation §\\\§\‘\\§
W s
- ) \
Term | Meaning §‘\ \§
L B
; &\\\\\\\\%
anstgehevg tgey s%lwlou&i work for -
~pecause this is God's wi any non- -
o religious people also desire peace. §\ \3\\\
S 3 \
\
] absence of Some Christians believe violence is justified, or \*~\\\
9 violence T ) ) - S
S better than peace if it achieves something for -
& and war, a God. S thei le who d
state of od. Some atheists (people who do not . \%\\\\\\\\
calm believe in God or gods) may not disapprove of \§\ \§
violence if it achieves them something, as they X &
have no religious reasons not to fight. \\\\\\\\\\\\\
Humanists (people who try to live good lives \ \g\\}
without religion) may accept wars which aimto | i \\\\\
achieve principles such as freedom or - \\\é
democracy. L
Christians, and many others, believe that people | i \\\\\\\ﬁ\
. should act justly, and if they do wrong thenitis | i
Fairness, . 4 .
. just that they will be punished.
getting
] what is . . .
S d However, Christians also believe that it can be
3 eserved — . .
S better to be merciful to someone than to give
S morally or ) . ;
legally them a just punishment, and may also believe
fiaht that it is for God to judge and decide what is
9 just as humans cannot know for certain.
Letting go | Christians believe that they s orgive
" of bad people who da bad th s whether that | & COPYRIGHT
3 i means f h i
iii;i%i forghinastt Lol have fought agatnst tem. | PROTECTED
2 |someone I SN
g . wgious people, and people from some other -
= | A eligions, may not put as much emphasis on this,
R without specific religious commands to forgive.
O pdln S lg
Being Some people, including some Christians, believe | i
5 reunited in | it is good for people who have been fightingto | . Qg
= a positive | make up; they believe many people should - Ed e
= sense with | forgive each other and be friendly. ucation,
g someone
g one was Some people do not think reconciliation is possible
(-4 separated | in the case of some conflicts, or even desirable.
from
GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 3 of 38




Religious References
Jesus taught his followers that he brought them peace, and that being peg
good. However, on other occasions he taught that he had not come to bri
use this to justify taking part in violence, such as wars, if they feel God WOL

-

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (&

‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as tk
your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (Johr; :

‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come t
(Matthew 10:21 NRSV) -

o

The Bible teaches that people «
humans, which would.:
also imporg

someone, Yhd

‘Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, so that you may live
and occupy the land that the Lord your God is giving you.”
(Deuteronomy 16:20 NRSV)

‘Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have comé¢
to call not the righteous but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13 NRSV)

Jesus taught his followers to forgive, and that this was very important. He
emphasised that people should keep on forgiving, and that if they did not
forgive then God would not forgive them.

‘Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the ck
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him;
tell you, seventy-seven times.”” (Matthew 18:21-22 I\

‘For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also fc
forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Ma

The New Testament teaches that Christians have bee nciled to God

hen this will damage their rela

f while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through
muah more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life;

‘So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your bz

against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to
come and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5:23-24 NRS

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 4 of 38
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Impact and [nfluence
Some believe that if everyone valued peace highly,
there would be a lot less conflict in the world. On the
other hand, those who enter into conflict, wars or
terrorism, often claim that they are doing this to
achieve peace in the long run. Alternatively, they may
argue that justice is more important, and that the
people they are fighting deserve to be punished, or
the people they are fighting for deserve to be
liberated. Religious organisations often work towards
worldwide forgiveness and reconciliation, as do
that those who oppose them with violen
feelings, and it will be more likelv *

Quick Questian

reoCcur.

s&is a word for fairness?

b) Justice c)

2. Give two examples of biblical teachings about peace.

Forgiveness

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D

Page 5 of 38
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Violence

Violence involves destruction, or acting in a potentially destructive way, gt
sometimes mentally. Violence can cause disruption, pain, injury and death

and communities, during protests, at war and as acts of terrorism.

Keywords:

¢ violence — acting destructively, or potentially destructively

¢ sin—a thought or action.against God

¢ prophesy —speaking God's word and/or predicting the future
o literal - something exact and factual :

+ jihad - the Arabic for 'struggte’ which ca

¢ ahimsa-not injuring, compassionsuin

.

.

.

Religious Responses

Most religions promote peace; however, religions can be interpreted in
different ways, and involved to different extents in violence. Violence
may be seen as a lesser evil in some situations.

Christianity

Many Christians oppose violence, because of Jesus’ teachings about
peace - they believe that God desires peace, and so causing violence
goes against this. Further, violence is often motivated by anger and
hate, and Christians believe that they should not act on such feelings
but seek to forgive. They believe Jesus taught not to harm enemies,

but to treat them well. Because Jesus gave no circumstances in which viole
talk about types of war or violence which were more or less acceptable tha:

be argued that because Jesus disallowed all violence, he did not allow viol
violence towards women and children, or other such

[ ‘Love you : v for those who persecute you.” (Maty

nples. This is a dit

G
However, li

- KEhristians believe that God will support them in
some instan®es of violence. Some may believe it is just to punish
some criminals violently (e.g. through the death penalty). Others
may believe it is just to be violent towards those they see as sinning
against God, such as those who work in abortion clinics, who have
been the victims of extreme violence such as bombing. They may
also see war as justified, especially if they believe it is working
towards a better world, including fighting against terrorism.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 6 of 38
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Islam

For many, Islam is a religion of peace — the word Islam is related to the wc
the two jihads (jihad means struggle), the greater jihad is an inner struggl
will of Allah. It is the lesser jihad which involves physical struggle for Islam
violence, and is sometimes interpreted as holy war, though this does not t
into account. Many Muslims work for peace and do not desire violence. T
saddening that Islam has become closely associated with violence in the m;
acts of violence carried out by a small number of Muslims.

Islam does not allow vuotence for no reason but it does allow it in some ci

‘Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not transgress
not transgressors.” (Qur’an 2:190)

The Qur’an is the Muslim holy book, which the majority of Muslims believe to be the |
through the Prophet Muhammad. Muslims usually add ‘peace be upon him (pbuh)’
writing or speech to show respect. "

However, Islam also specifically teaches that Muslims
should not be violent towards women, children and , Im
. In the time of Mut
the elderly, and suggests that when Muslims have being wiped out, a
conquered somewhere, they should treat their new different from th
subjects well — they are only allowed to be violent important to unde
towards them in very limited circumstances. Many the time Islam for
scholars of Islam have argued that violent lesser jihad in its name, and m
can only be started by a state, and so any violence Muhammad. Diff;
must be properly sanctioned. influence the po
Hinduism

Most Hindus disapprove of vielence; one important
its strictest interpretation, applies to all humars::
that all life force is linked to the diving;

doing the damage is also p
generally bad kar

t beneficial to them. Also, it is
s a bad action and this will result in a bad
another lif 1{3 \ ve in reincarnation). Ahimsa is important beca

texts (such Yz Rig Veda), some of the most ancient Hindu scriptures, a

(such as the Mahabharata) as well. The fact that the concept of ahimsa rec
teaching shows it to be important. In the twentieth century, Gandhi made. .
popular.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 7 of 38
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Hindus may allow violence, and war, in some In;
circumstances; to protect people, or to fight evil. Many There are fc.
Hindus believe that violence should be a last resort and Hinduism. Firyy
that Hindus should try to resolve conflict through non-
violent methods. Allowing violence in limited
circumstances can result from interpreting ahimsa to
imply that the least injury is best — if Hindus must be (the servants),
violent to limit the amount of injury overall then this dharma (duties
can be seen to be acting in line with the overall be compul
principle of ahimsa. forbidden to s¢

However, there are strict rules on the limi — civilians, the unan

must not be attacked, and crueltv} den.
Fighting in a ggces . ridy be seen as the role of certain Hindus who
“editary group within Hindu society — rather than the rc
good motiia#®is as a last resort would be good karma for such Hindus. 1

was a just cause and fighting was necessary wouid be to neglect their dha

Non-religious :
Non-religious people will have different views on violence. Some will feel
that it is justified in self-defence, or if someone has done you injury.
Others believe that violence should be avoided — humanists believe that
everyone should be treated fairly and with dignity, and may believe that :
violence does not fit well with such principles. Religious and non-religious.
people have contributed to anti-violence laws — the laws of most countries.
worldwide aim to regulate or reduce violence, and many acts of violence
are crimes.

Violent Protest

Not all violence takes place during war and terrorism. Some protests, wh
object to laws, or other issues, also turn violent. For example, when the U
university tuition fees in 2010, many students protested against this, camp:
government would know that they disagreed with their proposal. Most of.
peaceful, but some became violent.

Some religious people have taken part in violent |
Christians feel it acceptable to wo!ently prot
example, those who carry out abort:

: those they believe
: il number of Muslims feel t
West's intervention in the Middle

Notably, sc\u®®tiddhist monks have harmed themselves in protest; for ex
themselves. Buddhists also believe in ahimsa, which in Buddhism focuses
Quang Dug, is a famous example of a Buddhist monk in South Vietnam wh
committing suicide, in 1963 to protest about the unequal treatment of Bu¢
Vietnamese government (which was mainly Catholic, though most South \i§
Buddhist). He wanted to make a powerful point, but would not have want
Buddhist teaching.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 8 of 38
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However, many religious people believe that violent protest is wrong, and

about issues they disagree about peacefully, and try to negotiate verbally:
protesting violently makes the people protesting as bad as, or worse than,::

against. Some non-religious people, especially humanists, may disagree w
believe that the law should be respected, and acting in such a way does n¢

Some religious people who feel that violence is wrong
specifically protest in non-violent ways; for example, Martin
Luther King (an American Baptist (Christian) pastor)
encouraged black people to sit peacefully in areas where only
white people were allowed to sit, to protest agaln
discrimination. Gandhi, an important Hi
against the British government it
marched to the ocean wi
salt from theggaw:

figures disa\w#®Sved of violence, and showed that they could

protest meaningfully without violence.

Impact and Influence

Whether or not people agree with violence will influence how many peop::
in wars, terrorism and protest. Higher levels of violence may also contribus;
distrust, because people fear further violence, while lower levels of violenc

well-being as people are not scared for their safety.

Quick Questions

3. Give two examples of situations where violence may occur.

Now Try This...

4. Explain two religious beliefs about violence. Refer to scripture.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 9 of 38
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Terrorism

Terrorism, generally seen as unauthorised, non-state violence, for a poli
political change), has become an important issue in contemporary society..
out with the intention of causing chaos and fear.

Keywords:
¢ terrorism — unauthorised (non-state) violence for political reasons
legitimate — permissible because of logic and/or law (human law or God’s it
controversial - widely debated and disagreed about
civilian — someone who is not a soidier / activel
Qur’an — the Muslim holy book, which the
revealed through the Prophet

* & & o

Terrorismg .
Notable in N errorism include the attacks on the World Trade Ce
2001 and th€ bombings on London transport on 7% july 2007, though thet:
in time, and more recently.

Much terrorism in the contemporary world has been associated with Isla
bombers who say they are Muslim. These suicide bombers may not feel tk
but may feel that they are serving Islam in some way through their actions..
condemn terrorist violence. It can be argued strongly that the link betwee
sensationalised and portrayed inaccurately by the media. Further, there
association with Islam; for example:
¢ Anders Breivik, the Norwegian terrorist who killed many people in pol;
2011. He strongly opposed Islam and wanted Muslims to be deport
¢ The Irish Republican Army (IRA), whose members identify as Roman
against Irish Protestants. Also, other Irish terrorist groups which assoc:
Protestantism and were involved in the Irish troubles in the twentieth &
¢ There has been terrorism associated with the Hindu nationalist mover:
India should be / is Hindu). Not all Hindu nationalists are violent, bu
and Muslims, which they justify as defence of Hinduism.
¢ There are examples of terrorism associated with other religions, and wi

Pause for thought:

Try to think hew you

would feel if your country was
attacked or you fe!t youn

the war in Irag, and other militar
East, may be deemed by others
not believe that the UK has legit
which its military has carried out

One way that people may try to separate acts of terrorism from ‘legitima
terrorism targets innocent people (who are often considered to include ¢
argued that in most wars, there are many innocent casualties. Also, peo
described as terrorists have sometimes argued that those they target are
argued that the casualties of the attacks against the World Trade Centre
(even though they were civilians) because they were happy for their gov

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 10 of 38
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Middle East, and were responsible for their
government’s actions because they had voted for
them. (Of course not all the people killed may have
supported George Bush and his military decisions.)

. . separated::
The governments and media sources of countries often . tefrorism
focus on terrorist events which have affected them, or be commi
countries close to them in distance or culture, which o from diffe..
may contribute to the belief that one’s own country, or seem to b
people of one’s own religion or culture, are under high terrorism i

levels of attack from terrorists. In reality, it may be
case that many other countries and peoples ar,
experiencing higher levels of terrori

The perception of _ nange over time; for example, Nelson N
jie in violent action against apartheid (racist segre
However, 1 w‘f pie is widely regarded as a hero, and received the Nobel P

with the peaceﬁ)l transition to a democratic South Africa.

(;0

Religious Responses
A small number of individuals who are religious commit acts deemed by o

bombing or shooting people to achieve their goals, such as laws which refi.

rule by a government of their religion.

However, most religious people disapprove of terrorism — for example, it ¢

principle of loving one’s neighbour, or the Islamic principle, derived from t
always be given warning of military action against them; surprise attacks a

people such as Hindus and Buddhists will disapprove of terrorism because

¢ religious riy

[ “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22:3' |

Many religions other than Christianity teach similar principles about treatir;:

to be treated. This is often known as the Golden Rule.

Impact and Influence
Instances of terrorist attacks may influence countries to fight back

against countries which they feel are responsible for terrorism. It

may also mean the introduction of stricter security m

However, many people, including relic see terrorism

as an opportunity {o try to ndships between

different groups of pec k for peace. They do not

in an endless circle of violence.

Quick Que s

5. Which of these is not a reason an act might be classed as terrorism?

a) Itis carried out at night b) It is violent

¢) Itis not authorised by a government d) Itis politica

6. Give two examples of reasons why people may oppose terrorism.
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Reasons for War

There are many reasons why people may go to war, including greed, self-
Religion as a potential cause for war is discussed in the section on Holy W:
approve of different causes for war, and there may be debate about the tri

Keywords:

¢ self-defence - protecting yourself against violence or attack

¢ retaliation — taking revenge against someone for something they have do
similar to the harm they inflicted

+ colonisation — taking control of additional land

¢ elitism — a belief that some peaple are
about different groupings of en

¢ pre-emptive stnke a

Greed

Many wars may be caused by greed. Centuries ago, many different count
empires, or gain more land, fighting against people who lived in areas wh

and causing many wars. This was apparently motivated by greed for more |

would result in more resources and more power.

Some people might try to justify this greed, or claim that it was not true g
argue that the leaders of Muslim empires did not expand their empires d

Allah’s will to introduce the religion of Islam to as many people as possiblée

ne before they attack you, when you

countries, such as India, and some Afri
‘civilise’ them; to teach the people app
which reasons motivated each introduce them to modern inventions
side to fight? this is now highly controversial as it is
bmmmmmmmmmm e ! your culture and religion is better than

Why don't you research
a war or conflict online and see

S -
Taking it further... Some people have argued that when B

/ ‘And [Jesus] said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kin
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”” (Luke

‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust cons
and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there y
(Matthew 6:19-21 NRSV)

-
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Many humanists oppose wars on the basis of greed, because they feel they
in war respectfully. If people feel that it is acceptable to go to war because¢
because they feel that what people gain through greed can still be used tc.
other people may condemn greed, they will also complain if they are depri.
quality of living they are accustomed to.

Self-defence | \\\\\\ \

Another reason for war is self-defence. People may fight
_

against those who have attacked them (possibly due to greed),
or may perform a pre-emptive strike — where someone
declares war against a country which has not yet
them directly, but which they believe will thr

ars in self-defence,
peopte could be killed,
&d by anyone who wanted to invade them. .
W the Second World War is often justified as being due to th
also the need to defend other countries, because the UK government felt £
public safety.

Some people have argued that the 2003 invasion of Iraq was also a pre—en§§
the government believed Iraq had weapons of mass destruction which coi
future. .

Christians have mixed opinions on wars fought in self-defence. Jesus tau
to stop them hurting you, but to accept suffering which came one’s way.
people; not being violent to anyone. Jesus not only taught this but put
disciples defending him from arrest with violence, though he knew, or cou
This is an important example for Christians in showing how far Jesus’ teact

[ ‘... if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also...’

This can be seen to be an important difference between Christianity and s¢:
example, Muhammad led Muslim soldiers into battle to defend people, s
acceptable course of action, and Hindus of the Kshatriya warﬁor class mi
protect others if there was no other available cours ion, as this is t
Some Hindus also feel that if someone bec wien ahimsa no
being violent in self-defence is acce er, Jesus did not justify

have felt that wars fought in self-defer.

On the other hand, ¢
\ ssors to hurt others with no consequences, and do

they do n¢ 1{30
be hurt. (e

Most non-religious people will accept self-defence as a permissible reasor‘i
observe no religious commands not to be violent, and may believe that if &
defence and protect people, then this is acceptable. -

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 13 of 38
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Retaliation -
Some wars are fought in retaliation; in revenge for a previous attack. ThIS
and is also considered to show countries that they cannot attack another f.
greed, without suffering consequences. This is also partly to discourage fL

Some people feel this is acceptable, because it creates a culture in which ¢
war, because they will know they will receive retaliation if they do. Howev
large amount of violence if each side of a conflict wishes to keep retaliatin
instance, in the conflict between Israel and Palestine, people on both sides
other, and this has led to a long conflict,

Some people believe a motivation for th
Trade Centre; that some Americar‘
protecting al-Qaeda (th

g was retaliation foges;
: ed that the Iraqi governm:
which claimed responsibility for tk:

Do not resist an evildoer.” (Matthew 5:38-39 NRS:

However, others may feel that it is acceptable if it will teach
others not to fight against one’s country in the future,
preventing loss of life.

Non-religious people will have different personal opinions,
depending on what they value most: whether they value peace
above justice; or whether they prioritise saving certain human
lives in the future over losing other human lives now.

Also...
Another cause of war is disagreement about political policies. People of di}
country can cause conflict, which can result in civil war, such as the Englishgé
century. -

A country might also enter into war with another cou

policies — for example, if they are carrying out («nass murder) ag

People may approve or dis
the benefit caused b

example, | 1{;

s started for this reason, depend
i political policy will outweigh the costs a

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 14 of 38
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Impact and [nfluence
Depending on which reasons people feel are acceptable for

going to war, different wars may occur. For example, there SRR
are fewer wars which aim to conquer other land than in \\\\\E\
. . . \\

previous centuries, because the UN does not support this, \\\

and it is viewed in a negative light. @ \\\

\\\\ §

Also, depending on whether other people agree that a =

penaing on w people ag "

country had a legitimate reason to go to war, there may be
consequences after a war. For example, the United

Nations may try the leaders of countries they feel
not have gone to war for war crimes.

B
iy

\\\\\\

Z/////
|

<

i

k7

W\
reason for war? \\x\\\ S

" = \\\ \
a) At b) Retaliation ¢) Greed \\\\\\\
T

\\\\

-

.

R

Quick Quesﬂons

i,
’7////

8. Give two examples of religious teachings which relate to reasons for
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Just War Theory

Just War Theory is a philosophical discussion which has happened over n;
many people about when and why it is acceptable to go to war, and what
war. Generally speaking there are a set of criteria which make up Just War,
that these criteria are not successful in justifying war, and some may sugge:
just war.

Keywords:
¢ just war —a war believed to be right/permissible/justifi

¢ jus ad bellum - conditions which must be fuifil!
*  jus in belio— conditions which must
¢ negotiate — discuss a way to fis prob!ems
¢+ proportional - in th
attack/threa
.
.

¢  pacifism — a belief that violence is wrohg and a principle of opposition to \

Criteria for a Just War (Just War Tradition)
Traditionally there are a number of criteria for a
just war. These include conditions which must
be met to make it just to go to war (jus ad
bellum — Latin for justice towards war) and
conditions which must be met to claim that a war
is being fought justly when it has started (jus in
bello — Latin for justice /nwar). Note: war in this
sense refers to each side in a war — generally at
least one side in a war will not be just; otherwise
it would not be just to fight against them.

Imp

Just War Theory ha
by Christians, includ
Aquinas, and has
world view. Therefo
religions would se

2

just war because th
things about justic
have their own the
Christians agree th

these cong;

Conditions needed to starta just war:
¢ The right person/group must start it
— For example, the government of a country, and not just any groug
¢ There must be a good reason
— For example, self-defence is usually accepted as reason, but conc
others already occupy is not
¢ People must want the right things
— For example, it may be ok to
if you want to stea

e a people from an ¢
ent’s resources
yooc reas‘eh to go to war against a count

¢ There must be more reason to go to war than not to go to war
— For example, if a country executes 10 citizens at random every ye::
justify a war, as many more people are likely to die, causing more::
¢ There must be a good chance of winning / achieving your purpose
— For example, there is no point going to war against an unjust gov
die without achieving anything

¢ Other options must be tried first
— For example, it is not OK to declare war on a country without trylr*'~f?

23
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Conditions needed to fight a just war:
¢ Fighting must be proportional
— For example, you cannot bomb thousands of people for

the sake of stopping several corrupt officials who are not
killing thousands — you must do more good when fighting
than harm, and cause as little harm as possible to achieve
your goal

¢ People can fight against soldiers but not against those not

R
W

A

S

&F 9%

o
. - S
involved / civilians ‘ o T
— For example, you cannot just start killing innocent people BN

to make the other side surrender (to surm
up fighting and let the other side wi

0 give

&

K-

5

&\\\\\\\\\\\\5

s

A

Some gther people thir: ar is just if it does more

2

o

\\_\\
e

&

i

o §
S xample of this would be if a war resulted in a thousa: S
thousand lives. .

Discussion of Just War
Some people do not think any wars are justified, because killing others is r:
reasons or consequences. This will be discussed further in the section on ¢

s

.

By

i

P

. . . =3 \ \
Some people have other ideas about what makes a just war than the crite: L
some utilitarians, as shown above. S _

8

Of the people who broadly agree with Just War Tradition, there are points i

Going to war

¢ Not everyone agrees who can choose to start a war. Some countries &
the people have had no say in their leaders. If these leaders start a wa
from any other group of people? Also, in countries which are run by
leaders (e.g. monarchies or dictators), if a group of people declare wa
any less right to authority than those leaders?

¢  While many people agree on which reasons are acceptable for going t
debate if others disagree.

¢ Itis very hard to measure an intention. It is hard to know why people rea
anyone who gives a good reason to go to war r
motive.

¢ Itisimpossible to know in A
with wars after the:

R RS

COPYRIGHT
ilt do maore good than ha PROTECTED

rioevied and they know how many people::
mow how likely you are to win. For instance, yc
PG R . \ . ¥
peopl’ 11 gt against you before you begin fighting. A large army +
W5 producing more soldiers.
¢ Itis very hard to say that ail other methods have been tried before sta

R

g

03

Education |
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Fighting in war

¢ Itis hard to know exactly what level of destruction Ps
to the other side is proportional. Soldiers Are the cri
especially may not know exactly what the enemy war is just any
has done, or will do in the future, when they have problems, mea

war will be ju
w

to make quick decisions.

¢ Many people have debated who is a legitimate
target in war. Do people who make weapons count as combatants (thc
do farmers count, because supplying the army with food may be as imp

them with weapons? Is it fair that government officials, who may have ¢

are counted as civilians and should not be tar

Of the Christians who are not paci
want wars to fulfil Just W ‘

Impact and Influence
Which criteria people, and governments, accept for going to war may affe¢:
why. It also affects how others who go to war are judged.

Quick Questions

re those who disapprovei

ST

9. Which of these criteria must violence in war fulfil according to Just Wa:
a) It does not lead to death b) It targets civilians§§

¢) It does not surprise the enemy d) Itis proportional

10. Give two examples of criteria for going to war justly (according to Just ‘

A SRR,
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Holy War

Holy war is an interesting concept. Wars are not considered holy just bec
soldiers, but a war has to be fought in the name of religion to count as a h

L4
.

Keywords:

holy war - a war fought in the name of religion
Crusades — a series of Christian holy wars between the eleventh and thirteg
the Holy Land for Christians

Holy Land - Jerusalem and some of the surrounding area; important withi
same extent, within Islam

judgment — when God will separate good 2

ple at the end of t|r

religion, anda™t ose takmg part are often or that they would
promised, by God or a religious leader, a reward religious cause. How
for taking part. different motivations
religious from poli
¢ Muslims may believe that they have been leader might wish t¢
called by God (in the Qur'an) to extend the but convince their so
reach of Islam, and gain more land and the war
believers for Allah. This motivated Muslim
colonisation of land. In the Old Testament of the Bible (and the Jewis:
same material) God sends the Jewish people to war on several occasic:
prophets. Several popes encouraged Christians to go on the Crusade;
examples of Christian holy war in the eleventh to thirteenth centuries.
¢ Some holy war aims to spread the faith of the fighters; Muslims
carrying out lesser jihad may hope to win new converts. Holy war
may also aim to win land, so that countries are ruled by a particular
religion. This is true in the case of lesser jihad, and in the case of the
Crusades, where the Pope wished to have the Holy Land (Jerusalem
and the surrounding area) under Christian control. This also links to
the idea that holy war can be used to acquire areas {s:
Land), buildings or possessions which are dee
religion. Holy wars might also aim
faith, or to kill people of annt
they have angered,
oy ' =
¢ Musli 11 durmg lesser jihad believe that this purifies them, an

Nowadays, many Christians reject the idea of holy war, believing that God
people to be killed. Many other religious people will also believe that Goc |
Non-religious people will disagree with holy wars, believing that killing in 1
who does/do not exist is completely unnecessary, and brings much unnec
holy wars in modern times are much less common than they have been in

Impo
Wars may be consic

R that there were only

paradis®ra ithout having to wait for judgment at the end of the worlc.
Pope promised that those who fought would have all their sins forglw.s§
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However, some religious people believe that God desires certain conflicts;
political power for a religion — so that more places are ruled in line with G¢
may support conflict which they believe is God’s will.

Quick Questions
11. Which of these is an example of a holy war?

a) The Second World War b) The 2003 invasio

¢) The Crusades d) The Seven Years \

12.  Give two examples of what a fighter in a ho:

ht hope to galr
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Pacifism

Pacifism is the belief that all violence is wrong, and the opposition to viol:

Keywords:
¢ sanctity of life — a belief that life is sacred and/or special, implying that life::

Pacifism is an interesting concept; many people are pacifists and oppose ¥
are mentally and physically hurt by violence and that this is not acceptable
violence does not achieve anything or that what it achieves is not worth th
violence creates a circle of violence; those who have ex:
Some peaple are pacifists partly because of a
been given by God, and so should n

There are two types of

itW®%al pacifism is the belief that violence is wrong in principle,
which it is acceptable, for example, as a lesser evil to bring peace or d

¢ Note: there is a fine line between conditional pacifists who believe tha
sometimes see it as /ess bad than a terrible alternative and those who
is not bad when they see it as the best course of action.

Pacifists feel that it is better to reject violence. Absolute pacifists make a ¢
always worse to actively do something bad, than to be passive (accept oth
acting), where this has bad consequences.

However, others may not be convinced of this. Some
people believe that pacifists are cowardly; they are not
prepared to get hurt fighting for what is ‘right’. They
might also argue that pacifism can be more damaging
than some violence - for example, fewer people might be
hurt if a country, or group of people, defends itself
violently, than if they do not defend themselves, and are all
killed.

Conditional pacifism may be able to rescue itself from
this criticism, as it reluctantly accepts violence in extreme
circumstances.

? See what you think — would yor
good people? Some p
Cthers will say th.

Pacifism is! 1{’

themselves et pacifists for their beliefs about not harming others.

However, during the Second World War, when there was conscription (pec
criteria were legally required to fight), some pacifists who refused to fight
disobeying the law.

Some people are not total pacifists, but associate with pacifist opposition
wars are unjust because it would be acceptable to kill enemy soldiers, but::
and war almost always results in innocent deaths. -
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Religious Responses

Christianity
Some groups of Christians such as the Quakers, and other individual Christi
teachings of the Quakers teach absolute pacifism. Due to Christian teachin
promoting peace, forgiving those who do wrong, and not retaliating with
violence and war are wrong, and do not serve God. Jesus stopping his disci
violence provides particular biblical evidence that Go ioses violence, ev

defence.
‘... butJe udas, is it with a kiss that you are betray
Wheglil round him saw what was coming, they asked,
with thoes me of them stmuk the q!av e of the h}gh prlest and cut

Other Christians are not pacifists. They believe that violence and war can b
as to defend and protect people. They may feel that the Golden Rule som
would wish to be defended (with violence) from violence, then it is accepta

‘In everything do to others as you would have them do
(Matthew 7:12 NRSV, the Golden Rule)

Islam

Because the Qur'an appears to allow violence as defence and for the caus
on Violence), and because Muhammad himself went to war, many Muslim
may observe strict limits on when violence is appropriate. .

‘And fight them on until there is no more tumult or oppression, and the
in Allah; but if they cease, let there be no hostility except to those wh
(Qur’an 2:193)

However some Muslims do stress that Isiam is a religion cf peace, and ar

vse who restrain themselves, and those who do
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Hinduism
Many Hindus believe in pacifism and are absolute or conditional
pacifists because they take a strong interpretation of the Hindu
concept of non-violence (ahimsa). A notable Hindu absolute pacifist
was Gandhi (1869-1948), who protested in public (non-violently),
fasted / went on hunger strike, and marched, among other non-
violent methods to make his points heard. Among other things, he
opposed British rule and Indians fighting due to different religious
beliefs. The quote below shows that he believed that violence and retaliati,
solve issues, result in more violence, and cause great damage.

[

Hindus beli G at wolence will help them to achieve
important azms or believe that violence will help to achieve
goals quicker than non-violence. As mentioned in the section
on Violence Hindus believe in the concept of dharma. This
is a very complex concept, but one part of this means that
they have certain duties, based on factors such as their age,
gender and social group. Those who feel they have a duty to
complete, where violence might aid that duty, will be more

. . Gandbhi lea
open to violence, and less open to pacifism.

Gandhi’'s family appealed to have his killer spared execution, because this
Gandhi'’s belief in non-violence. However, this was not granted. This is in
greatly respected Gandhi, but his ideas were not respected enough to ove
punishment in those who were responsible for sentencing his killer.

Non-religious

Non-religious people may have a variety of views of pacifism: disapprovin
response to enemies, supporting the concept, or being pacifists themselv.
because of their belief in the dignity of all humans, which they feel violenc

Impact and Influence
Pacifism has had an interesting impact on the world. Some disputes whic
violent, have been concluded peacefully, due t stic beliefs of s
(such as with Gandhi). Some confhcts he; ﬁ ighters because pa
Pacifists have also influenced tk ee with violence in certain circ

1@0 are many violent conflicts in the world, which shoé
pacifism, a g absolute pacifism.

Quick Questions
13. Give two examples of reasons why someone might be a pacifist.

Now Try This...

14. Explain two contrasting religious beliefs about pacifism, referring to C
and another religion.
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Summary for Religion, Violence, Terrorism and War

Different people have different opinions on violence, terrorism and war:

For

¢ Some believe that violence and war can be just and justified. For exa;
the Bible contains examples of God sending the Jewish people to war, :
there are reasons for going to war today. -

¢ Religious and non-religious people may believe that it is just to fight ¢
hurt others.

¢ Some feel it is acceptable to protest violently ag
(Others, such as Martin Luther King a

¢ Some people resort to terr -

¢ Greed, self-defence 21, are all reasons for war and violer

. " ere are criteria which must be fulfilled fo

3 \ vers believe that they should pursue holy war —
earn a Y@ al reward.

Against

¢ Some people believe that peace is very important. For example, Chr
peace because Jesus said that peacemakers were blessed, and encour:
or retaliate against attackers. .

¢ Religious people often have a particular focus on forgiveness, and rek
people may work to reconcile people to prevent future violence.

¢ Many people disagree with violence, including violent protest, terro}
believe it is never just).

¢ Many people completely disapprove of violence, and are pacifists.

o

soldier with &3

Now Trv This...
15. ‘There is 2o

rEror violence.” Evaluate this statement.

o d against this statement, You must give religious argum
non-religious arguments. Reach a condlusion which follows from you:
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Religion and Belief in Twenty-first C

Religion can be seen in different ways as a cause of violence and as a forc

and religious people have different views about nuclear weapons and wea;:

about what should be done to help the victims of war.

A Cause of War and Violence

Some people see religion and belief as a cause of war and
violence in the contemporary world.

and viole
Examples of contemporary violence assc have oth

religion include:

wit

¢ So- called Istam“ ot fehce around Middle East
.

It may be seen that:

+ Islamic State causes violence because some Muslims believe that they

government.

¢ Jews in Israel want to claim land which has religious importance to thez{
reluctant to give them this land because they owned it, and because it

them as well.

¢ Religious groups fight because of their difference in religion — without

reason for religious groups to fight.

In one respect it is true that many conflicts have religious
motivations. Without religion there would be no desire for
religious government; no desire for ‘holy’ land; and no reason
for people to fight over religious beliefs — to try to convert
others or to try to wipe out, or remove power from, those who

believe different things.

It is also possible that religion fuels conflict because if people believe they:
be more prepared to fight and die than if they do not believe this, and alsc~z§

However, it is also true that many conflicts are no
non-religious conflicts than in religious an

Many people also arguse %
happened ol vhich have a religious element also have other n;

‘many conflicts might still occur (or others in their pla
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For example, religion
certain piece of land, b
out of greed. People
and aim to establish n
with political policies,
- these might not alw
with religion. People
people for any numbe
differ in race, class, be
spiritual beliefs), and

ith groups they
uld be possible and

So many people do see ¢ flief as a cause of war and violence,
there are ofte@mci 2ethan religion within so-called 'religious’ con
well be a similar level of conflict due to other reason

Further, while religion may give people reason to fight, belief in non-viole
may give them the principles and the courage not to be violent and cause
a certain extent, to assess which conflicts have been motivated by religion
assess how many conflicts have not occurred, or have been shorter than t
of the influence of religious teaching against conflict. If this could be anal
a greater influence against war and violence than it is a cause for it — it is i

Quick Questions
16. Give two examples of why religion might cause conflict.
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Nuclear Wearons and Nuclear Deterrence

Keywords:
¢ deterrence - something used to stop someone from doing something e.g.
to deter people from committing crime.

Nuclear Weapons

Nuclear weapons use the power of atoms to achieve destructive results.
atoms into smaller parts, or collide atoms at a fast speed to release energ

destroy by powering a bomb, for example. If radioa :
after a bomb explosion, as they may pollute
and animals.

The only wartize :

components are
ment, and cause d

r bombs was the use of two atom bombs d

Nuclear Weapons in the Twenty-first Century
There are no examples of nuclear weapons being used in wars in the tweni;

some countries still keep nuclear weapons, and others may be developing

Ethical Positions
Many religious and non-religious people are strongly against nuclear weap:

¢

* & & o

They can kill many people.

They harm the environment, and future people who are not even bor

They do not allow people a chance to defend themselves or to negoti

Accidents with nuclear weapon use and nuclear weapon tests can be

Using nuclear weapons cannot fulfil Just War criteria for just fighting

— Nuclear weapons are highly unlikely to be proportional to the rea
used in retaliation against other nuclear weapons).

— Nuclear weapons will kill and harm anything and anyone in the a
almost certainly harm innocent people / civilians.

Many religious and non-religious people believe that such a destruction o
JUStIfled in any cgrcumstances elther because it wolates the concepts of sa

Ci
L4
14
14

rcu mstanc:es n‘:
they are used in an extreme emergency
they are used to retaliate against another nuclear strike
they will save more lives overall (governments may be more likely to
soldier casualties on their side)
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The last reason is the reason why atom bombs were dropped on Japan. I\/
these would cause great destruction and loss of life, they would also bringég
more lives. -

Christians might see using nuclear weapons as the lesser of two evils in su
people might believe that using nuclear weapons would be acceptable if t
consequences in the long term (more pleasure) than bad consequences (p:

perspective. -

Nuclear Deferrence
One use for nuclear weapons is to keep them, (h
attacking (with nuclear weapons). Several

Some religious and non-religious people stili disapprove of keeping
nuclear weapons as deterrence. This is for reasons they would
disapprove of nuclear weapons (see above), and also because it is
very expensive to have these weapons which are not being used,
and the money could be spent elsewhere.

However, others feel that they are important, because having
nuclear weapons stops other countries from taking advantage, and
this is better in the long run, if having such weapons saves lives.

Another consideration is that people may fear that if many countries
have nuclear weapons, this makes it more likely that people who will
actually use weapons of mass destruction will acquire them.

Many people who feel that there should be no nuclear weapons

campaign for their countries to disarm and get rid of their nuclear weapo
encouraging all other countries to do the same. One British organisation
disarmament is CND — the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Whether {
deterrence is a topical issue in the UK.

Quick Questions
17. Give two examples of wh

:p nuclear weapaons.
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Use of Weaprons of Mass Destruction

Weapons of mass destruction are weapons which have power to kill and
indiscriminately (without judging between people, e.g. soldiers and civilian:
weapons, or other types of weapons, e.g. chemical weapons such as nerve
adversely affecting how their nerves function) and biological weapons sucl:
potentially lethal disease caused by bacteria).

Using weapons of mass destruction is very controversial; many relevant reg

weapons are dealt with in the sections within Religion, Violence, Terrorism

Interestingly, some people appear to believe that possessing weapons of r:
or worse, depending on who holds them. For example, the US and the UK
with Iraq in 2003 over claims that they had weapons of mass destruction (.
never confirmed and Iraq may never have had these weapons). However, i
possessed weapons of mass destruction themselves.

R R

Religious Responses

Weapons of mass destruction are an interesting topic for many religious g
were founded before such weapons existed — for example, there could be ¢
older religious texts specifically about weapons of mass destruction. -

It is, therefore, important to be able to apply religious teaching from other§E
destruction; teachings which promote pacifism will oppose weapons of mo
which allow violence for certain reasons might be able to support the use &
destruction.

; What ¢
tion. weapons ot
or as detej:

However, more contemporary rehgzous figu
about their opinions an weapon
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Christianity
Several popes have spoken out against weapons of mass destruction beca
and the environment, and because the money spent developing and main
be better spent on helping society, including the poor. This reflects the o
care not only about the potential damage which weapons of mass destruc
used, but also the harm they do by just existing.

‘One of the most serious [challenges] is increased military spend
maintaining and developing nuclear arsenals. Enormous resources are
purposes, when they could be spent on the development of peoples, espec
(Pope Benedici: XVI)

ons of mass destructi
ess such weapons include the U
id there are many Christian government
_éapons of mass destruction. They may believe that.|
¥, this will deter others from actually using such weapons,
world a safer place.

However, some Christians may supp:
deterrence. Notable countriess
majority rehg;on is

Islam
Many Muslims are against weapons of mass destruction because they beli
against the will of Allah — using such weapons would go beyond defence,
Islam, and weapons of mass destruction do not allow the victims of such a
As weapons of mass destruction also kill civilians, this would go against Isl
children and the elderly.

However, some Muslims may believe that owning weapons of
mass destruction is acceptable, if they fear attack from other
nations. For example, Pakistan, which is an Islamic republic,
justifies having nuclear weapons to protect itself against threat
from Israel and India. They may see this as acceptable because
Islam allows self-defence.

Buddhism
Buddhism teaches against weapons of mass destruction; the
Dalai Lama, the leader of Tibetan Buddhism, has absolutely
opposed them, because, like Hinduism, Buddhism teaches the
principle of ahimsa (non-violence), and that violence i<
karma. Also, the first precept of Buddhlsm te

sves when used.

. beings on our planet - is the threat of nuclear
N ®would like to appeal to al the leaders of the nuclear

powers .. begm to work at dismantling and destroying all nuclear
weapons. We know that in the event of a nuclear war there will be no
victors, because there will be no survivors.’

\ (The fourteenth Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso)

Non-religious
Many non-religious people are opposed to weapons of mass destruction
can cause, while others believe they are useful as a deterrent, and in cases
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Impact and Influence
Because the world has seen how damaging weapons of mass destruction ¢

want them to be used, because of the damage they cause. Many people k e

to destroy their weapons of mass destruction, to make a safer world. \\\\\é\
%\

However, many people also believe that keeping weapons of mass destruc: \\\ \\\
others using weapons of mass destruction is sensible. Others may even wi \\\\ L
destruction to achieve certain political aims, leaving others worried that th =
ucti iev in politi [ ving WoOTrTi v

: . ..
Quick Questions )
18. Which of these is not a type of weapon of mz ction? - Y

i

k7

a) Chemical
S

s

\
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Contemporary Religious Peacemaking

As well as seeing religion as a cause for war and violence, many people see |

Many religious people desire peace, for reasons given in the section on Pe;

Reconciliation. They work for peace:

¢ between different countries

¢ between different religious groups

¢ between any other conflicting groups of people

The Christian Church works for peace in a number of

¢ Some Church leaders speak out about,pe
. Some Christians he!p organ

o that people involved

Individuals [nfluenced by Religious Teaching

Pope Francis is a religious figure who has worked for peace. He
helped to negotiate between the US and Cuba, who have been
involved in conflict, and has spoken publicly promoting peace in
many areas of the world, and condemning conflict. He is influenced
by Christian teachings; for example, Jesus’ focus on peace and
opposition to conflict.

Tenzin Gyntso, the 14™ Dalai Lama is also a religious figure who has worke:

Tibetan Buddhism, displaced from Tibet by the Chinese, he has encourag
against the Chinese with violence. This is because Buddhism strongly pr
violence, believing in non-violence (ahimsa) like Hinduism.

Quick Questions
20. Give two examples of religious figures who have worked for peace.
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Responses to Victims of War

Many religious people are sympathetic to the victims of war. There can be
war: civilians who have been killed, harmed, or lost their homes and poss
have fought in the conflict and been damaged by it.

Many religious people and religious organisations often focus on civilians,
soldiers and help them as well.

Christians may wish to help victims of

war by:

¢ praying for them, believing that God
help them

¢ campaigning for their
provide suop , “countries
and/c{@g tigees who have
eSCapE®n war zones

¢ helping victims of war directly, by giving
donations of clothing or food, or even
giving war refugees a place to live

¢ giving money to charities so that they
can help the victims of war

Victims of war, refugees wh

The Work of Religious Organisations

Many charities help the victims of war. They, and the religious people wh
because they feel compassion for those who are in difficult situations, oft
own. Christians, and Christian charities, also help the victims of war beca
followers should help others. In the parable of the sheep and the goats h
judged at the end of time based on whether they fed the hungry and gave
among other things. He explains that everything people do to help others.
victims of war need food, clothing and shelter, and so many Christians will
them.

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 1\
you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40 NRSV) ¢

var and conflict, a

Christian Aid is one charity which helps the
' places such as South

example, they have helped civilian v
especially including Syria.

elp them include:
gawod and water

¢ Providing education

¢ Providing healthcare

¢ Providing everyday items, clothing and shelter
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Such charities also try to help with peace negotiations, so that the situatic

war can improve permanently. Other religions also have such charities, wh:
example, Islamic Aid does similar work to Christian Aid. Islam also has strc:

‘Those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and establish £}

regular charity, will have their reward with their Lord: on them shall be nc:

(Qur’an 2:277)

Impact and Influence

Many religious people feel that they are making a differ
campaigning for peace and providing practica
of war. Non-religious people may not.h
a difference to the victims of w
help, and try to act ;
have suffe gt

e by
victims
Uprayer will make

: so that the lives of those who
jar are improved.

e g
Quick Questions

21. Which of these is not something charities provide for victims of war?

a) Weapons b) Food ¢) Healthcare c

2R R,

ely to support practical hc
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Summary for Religion and Belief in Twenty-first Centt

Religion as a cause of conflict or peace
¢ There are some reasons to see religion as a cause of conflict and som
of peace
— Some conflicts are caused by clashes between different religious
— Many people (e.g. Gandhi and the Dalai Lama) and organisation
peace are religious

R
W
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&\\\\\\\\\\\\5
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Religious views on nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destructio
¢ There are many religious reasons against using r:¢! :ar weapons an
having them f

G

A,

o

A

i
L

e

i

Tenzin Gyntso, th \\\\\\\\\\%
th ; .
s =xJ

working for pea
i

o

Now Try This...
22. 'Countries should not keep weapons of mass des:
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Religion, Violence, Terrorism and War —
\\\\\\\
m \\\\\
Question Answer / Mark Scheme \\\
Number
S F
1 b) Justice \\\\§ g
2 ¢ Jesus taught that it was good to make peace (Matthew 5:9). R
: =
¢ Jesus taught that he brought peace (John 14:27). \\\\\
+ Jesus also taught that his coming would cause violence (Matthew 10:34 §\\\\\§\\\\\\\E
Accept any relevant quote, 1 mark per point (maximum 2} RAR
3 ¢ War §\\
¢ Terrorism \\ §
+ Violent Protest = E\%
; o : =
Accept any releva ier point {maximum 2) \\\\\\\\
4 Christianifs ) SRS
oppose violence because lesus taught that people should: @\\\%\\\\
: att badly, even if they had been attacked first \\ g%
W ove your enemies and pray for those wha persecute you.” (Matthew 5 St
¢ Some Christians may believe viclence is sometimes justified if they feel \\\\
. . . . \\.
violence against those who sin against God \\\\
Islam:
¢ Some Muslims may feel that violence in the name of Allah is acceptable M
allows violence in certain circumstances, and Muhammad went to war \§\\ \§\
¢ ‘Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not transgress i X \@
/ i’ . SR
not transgressors.’ (Qur'an 2:190) §\\\\\\ \\
Hinduism: \ \:\\}
¢ Hindus may oppose violence because it goes against the principle of ah \\\\\
Any additional religions should be accepted. = \\

\\\\

\\\*\

\\\\\\\\\

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4), 1 mark
reference to scripture

If onlyone religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 marks + 1 mark for sc
5 a) It is carried out at night

It is violent / hurts people

It is not loving

It often targets civilians

It is not officially authorised
Terrorists (often) give no warning

* & & & o

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point {maximum 2)
7 a) Amnesty
8 ¢ Jesys taught that people should not be gre:
+ lesus taught that peaple should not
& Jesus taught that people b

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Accept any relevant

9
10
eopie must want the rfght things i 9
¢ There must be more reason to go to war than not to go to war
¢ There must be a good chance of winning / achieving your purpose 09
¢ Other options must be tried first _
Accept any relevant point, 1T mark per point (maximum 2) Edut&tl@ﬂ i
11 c¢) The Crusades
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Question

Answer / Mark Scheme

Number

12 ¢ Forgiveness/paradise
¢ Land or artefacts which are religiously important (for the religion)
¢ New converts for their religion
Accept any relevant point, T mark per point (maximum 2)

13 ¢ Areligious belief that violence is wrong
+ Conscience
¢ The belief that violence does not achieve anything
Accept any relevant point, T mark per point (maximum 2)

14 Christianity:

T Accept any relevant point

¢ Pacifism is good because it follows Jesus’ teachings. Jesus taught to lg
them as you would want to be treated / he told his disciples not to de
+ Pacifism is unnecessary because God is violent in the Old Testament /
come to bring peace / many Christians would like to be able to defeng
violence if necessary...

Islam:

¢ Thereisnoneedtobh e the Qur'an allows violence fc

Hinduism:
1.

pacifists because violence goes against the principle

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

If only Christianity OR on/y another religion is mentioned OR the two belie
maximum 2 marks

15

One argument with justification

Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position

Good well-justified arguments for and against, linked together

Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and against, linked togethe
leading to a reasonable conclusion.

Points and Justification For: Points and Justificatio

+ Violence does not solve any problems ¢ It may be necessar.

¢ Violence is against the principle of defend yourself (t
ahimsa/non-violence Qur'an)

¢ Jesus taught to love others, and violence is ¢ God/Allah may d
not loving may support the

¢ Jesus taught against the causes of war, ¢ If you are not rel
against greed, retaliation, and even against need to follow any:
violence in self-defence against violence

Accept any relevant point or justification — other religions should be accep:
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Religion and Belief in Twenty-first Century Conflict

Question Answer / Mark Scheme
Number
16 ¢ Religious people may want a religious government
¢ Religious people may want a certain piece of land
+ Different religious people may disagree about their beliefs
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
17 ¢ To use against countries which are a threat
+ To deter other countries from attacking them
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (masimum 2)
18 d} Guns
19 Christianity:

¢ Christianity could su

Islam couild support having niiclear weapons, as Muslims may wis

right to be able to worship Allah, and some Muslim countries feel

protection, e.g. nuclear deterrence to protect against the nuclear c

Muslim countries.

¢ Many Muslims do not support keeping nuclear weapons because
weapons does not give the opposing side a fair chance, and woul

to spare women, children, or the elderly.

Buddhism:
¢ Buddhists oppose nuclear weapons because of teaching from the
because of their commitment to ahimsa (non-violence).

Any additional religions should be accepted.

Accept any relevant point
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (maximum 4)

If only Christianity OR on/yanother religion is mentioned OR the two b
contrasting, maximum 2 marks

20 + Pope Francis

¢ The Dalai Lama

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
21 a) Weapons
22 One argument with justification

Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position

3d together
nd against, linked tog

Good well-justified arguments forand a

i Points and Justification
his viclence goes ¢ WMD are good to
¢pacifism / ahimsa / religious ¢ It'ray be the most
teachings against violence (violence is these weapons to
not loving...} fives'in the long ru

+ WMD kill and damage the environment | ¢ WMD save the live
¢ Money spent on these could be better not have to fight
spent elsewhere — popes have spoken
about this

+ If countries keep these weapons, the
‘wrong’ people could get their hands
on them

Accept any relevant point or justification — other religions should be accs:

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme D Page 38 of 38

S
A

\\\'%

= -
%\\ i
\\\\ g
e
e
\“\‘\‘\\\“\‘\‘\\\

\\\\

///

i

///////////@
i

%

\\\\\\\\\
s

\

\\\\\\\
-

"\\
\\\

Hemw

\\\

W

\\\\\

\\\*\

\\\\\\\\\

///7/3

e
4/”//

A
K

T
ff///

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'3

03

Education |




