9 | Religious Studies GCSE (9-1) | AQA A | 8062

Course Companion for

GCSE AQA A Component 2
Religion and Life

Full Course: Theme B

k POD

zigzageducation.co.u
6843

Publish your own work... Write to a brief...
Register at publishmenow.co.uk

Photocopiable/digital resources may only be copied by the purchasing institution on a single site and for their own use



Contents

Thank You for Choosing ZigZag EAUCAtION........eeeiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiii ittt re s sssss s sssss s s s s ss s ans s e s s s s s ii
Teacher Feedback Opportunity......ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiii s s s s s s s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnns jii
Terms and CONAItIONS OF USE ..iivccivisnnriiiiiiisiiissnnnesiiiisssisssssssssiiisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss iv
B = Tl 0 T=T a0 Yo T o o Y 1
Introduction to the Course and How to Answer EXxam QUESLIONS ......cccoueeeeeeiiiiiiiimeenmeeeiiiniiinseeeeeetiisssssseeseeeesisssssssssssenns 2
The Origins and Value of the UNIVErse.......c.uueeeiiiiiiiiicetiietin ittt s s sssss s s s s s sss s s s s s s s 3
The OriZINS OF TNE UNIVEISE ..c.uviiiiiieiieiieesee et se e e see e seee st e st saee s teebeesbeesbeesbeesbeeseeesbeesesesasesesesasesnsesssesnsesnsesnseensen 3
The Value of the World and the Duty of Human Beings 10 ProteCt [T ......ccveviiviiiiesee ettt n 5
Use and ADUSE OF The ENVIFONMENT .....eiiiiiieieeiee it see st stesite st st ste s testeesbeesbeesbeesbeesaeesaaesasssasesssesnseensesnsesnsesnsesnsesnsesnsenn 7
USE aNd ADUSE OF ANTMAIS 1..viiiiiiiiiieiieerieeree st seeseeseeseeseeesteeseesseaesateseeebe e beesbeesbeesbeesbessbeesenssasssassssstsnsesnsesssessseenseenseenseen 9
Summary for the Origins and Value of the UNIVEISE........c.veiiiiieiiieeereeree st e e e e st sae e sraesreesneesneesneas 14
The Origins and Value of HUMaN Life.......covveeeeiiiiiieisiiieereiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiirisin s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s nnnnnes 15
THE OFIZINS OF LIT@ teuviiriiiiiiiiiiiisii sttt st s ee e e seeeseaesee e saa e s et e satesateeateebeesbeesbeesbeesbaesasesanesanesanesanesnnesnsesnsesnseenns 15
Sanctity of Life and QUality OF LIfE .....eeioieieeeee et b e e b sbe e sbee e saee e 17
FA o o] 3 i o o PP PP U P PRPPPP 19
Ethical Arguments Related t0 ADOITION ...coiiiiiiii et e e s sbe e e sae e s be e s rbe e s sateesabeesnbeeenes 21
T T o T Y - TP PT USSR 24
DEATN AN AN AFLEITIE .eoeiiiece ettt sttt st et e e be e be e s b e e s he e she e sae e sab e sabeeabeeabeeabeeabeeabeeabeenreenne 28
Summary for the Origins and Value of HUMAN LIf@......cocoiiiiiiciereereeseereeee et sree e sneesneesneas 31
ANSWELS ...oieieniiiiiieiiiiieeiiiiiesiiiissessstissssestessssstisssssstesssssstessssstisssssstesssssstosssssttsssssstosssssstossssstosnsssstosssssstessssssesnsssssennsssres 32
The Origins and Value OF TNe UNIVEISE.....ciiiiiiiieiiieeiee it ittt st st st st st ssaeesteesreesbeesbeesbassasssansssnssssssssesssesssesssesssesnns 32
The Origins and Value of HUM@N LifE.......coiiiieiiee ettt s s saa e sse e st st e esnesnteenneenneenns 34



Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching of

AQA A GCSE Religious Studies Component 2: Thematic Studies, Theme B: Always check the exam board
Religion and Life. All areas of the specification are covered, and questions website for new information,
and activities are included to test knowledge and ability, and to help including changes to the
students to engage with the topics. specification and sample

assessment material.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate concepts.
Key words and Bible and Qur’an quotes are included to help students to understand the material and to further
their grasp of the subjects. A brief introduction to the course and answering exam questions is provided for
students at the start, and answers/a mark scheme are included at the end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or complement to a textbook, as a class text or for
independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific classroom activity or
homework.

This topic involves studying a number of different arguments, ideas and opinions, from different religious and
non-religious perspectives. This should both inform students, and develop their thinking, enabling them to
approach issues from different points of view.

This resource focuses primarily on Christianity in line with the specification’s focus on Christianity as the main
religious tradition in Britain today. Where students need to know contrasting religious views on specific topics,
examples are provided from Islam, which we expect to be a common choice, along with other religious and non-
religious views where appropriate.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without oversimplification,
while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout, we have tried to present all
views in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their exams. It

should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they want to teach to
their class.

October 2016

Note: This theme covers several controversial and potentially upsetting issues such as abortion, animal testing, euthanasia
and death. It is advised that teachers review these sections before sharing them with their classes, and warn students about
any content which may diistress or offend.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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(ntroduction to the Course and How to Answer Exam Questions

This course aims to cover religious and non-religious beliefs, teachings and arguments about life; about how
life began, and about how life should be viewed and treated — and to assess your understanding of these
ideas and their place in the world today. The course companion focuses on Christianity in particular, to cover
the specification’s focus on Christianity as the main religious tradition in Britain today, as well as focusing on
some other religions in certain sections. Quick questions also focus on Christianity, but please note that in the
exam no specific religion will be referred to (except in 4-mark questions) and you may write about any
religion(s) you have studied.

This course companion is designed to equip you with the information you need, and help you to test your
knowledge and ability to answer related questions. Not all the questions and activities included here are
exam-style, but those which are should be answered in particular ways.

The exam board will give you multiple choice questions and ask you to [At the end of the course: ; |

give brief examples, as well as asking you to ‘explain’ and ‘evaluate’ O Make sure that you

beliefs and opinions. When answering all questions it is important to understand all the material,
try to use technical terms where possible, to write well; both using a the content and themes
style that is easy to follow and using correct spellings and grammar. O Check that you are confident

with answering exam
questions

O If you are unsure about
anything, revisit topics, or
practise answering questions

More or less writing will be required, depending on the number of
marks. Try to spend as little time on the shorter questions, to allow
yourself more time for longer ones.

For this theme you will get a 1-mark, 2-mark, 4-mark, 5-mark and
12-mark question in the exam — a few extra marks are given for spelling,

. J
punctuation and grammar based on the 12 mark question. If you are ever
. . . . unsure about a

Hopefully this resource will be |n'terest|ng, particular topic, or
informative, and help you to achieve good how to answer a
results. question, always ask

For the 1-mark question, you will be given a Your teacher fo.r

multiple-choice question and you need to choose further explana:non

the right answer. Make sure not to fall for and help — that's what

trick-answers! they're there for!

For the 2-mark question you need to give two examples or
facts. You do not need to elaborate on these, and do not waste
time giving extra examples, as you can only get 2 marks.

For the 4-mark question, you will be asked to ‘explain’. You need to give two points,
and to get full marks you must develop or justify both. So you can think of it as being
a mark per point and a mark for developing each point. This should show that you
understand information as well as being able to recall it. The question may ask for two
contrasting beliefs — in this case make sure that the beliefs you use are different, and
not just the same argument given by two different religions. You must refer to
Christianity as one of the chosen religions

The 5-mark question is very similar to the 4-mark question, but the beliefs do not need to be
contrasting, and you may refer to any religious beliefs, which do not need to include Christianity.
Also, as well as making two points and developing/justifying both, you should refer to at least
one piece of scripture / religious writing (as well as your development/justification). Again, try to
make sure your points are as different as possible so that the person marking gives you credit for
every point/development you make.

The 12-mark question is the longest, and there is a little more to remember. You will need to evaluate a statement.
This means giving arguments and justifications for and against the statement (so agreeing with it, and also suggesting
an alternative point of view). Make sure you have good reasons for all the points you make and link them together well.
To get top marks you need to come to a conclusion; picking the most convincing side of the argument (based on the
arguments you have given!) and saying why you think this is the case. You need to refer to religious views, and unless
you have a lot of different religious arguments, it is a good idea to refer to non-religious views as well.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme B Page 2 of 36 © ZigZag Education, 2016



The Origins and Value of the U

There are different beliefs about the origins of the universe, religious and noni
on what humans believe about their rights over the world and/or their duty tc
about these rights and duties incorporate different views about the environ

The Origins of the Universe

There are different beliefs about the origins of the universe. These include

Keywords: . A

¢ creation - a religious account of hnvv H v\ ary aﬂd universe were made
¢ literal - something exact ar”' [ « al

¢ symbolic - somethir ., “ presents something else

. ko g “.aansxon of matter from a tiny central point, which s

o0 ft i Universe

Religious Teachings about the Origins of the Universe
Christianity, like many religions, has a creation story. Christians
believe that God created the world and entrusted it to humans.

The creation story given in the biblical book of Genesis (at the
beginning of the Bible) states that before creation there was nothing but G
days, God created everything — the universe and the world and the creat
humans). Then, on the seventh day, God rested.

God also commanded the first man and woman not to eat the fruit from
good and evil. However, a serpent tempted woman to eat it, she shared it
sense of innocence. God discovered their disobedience and cast them out
they were living.

“And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together int
land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the wz
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.” (Genes

Note: Christianity shares the creation account 4 2 Af:ngSHESiS with Judais

everything in the same way as Christi~...

Different lnterpro*a far
Christians @Me . 1w crea‘uon story in different ways.
¢+ Some w“”‘ believe that the biblical account is literally true; tha
within seven days.
+ Some Christians believe that the creation story is symbolic; that God ¢
Bang, and that the Bible is not necessarily scientifically accurate. No

see the Bible as untrue, but rather that it holds symbolic truth.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme B Page 3 of 36
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The Relationship between Scientific Views and Religious Views

Christians who believe that the biblical account of creation is literally true
the origins of the universe. They believe that the Big Bang did not happeé'
created the universe, and he did it as it is described in the Bible and not th
rapid expansion of matter. This can create conflict between Christians w
scientific community.

However, many Christians believe tha
creation are not meant to explain the
have no problem believing that God
through startinc - . Big Bang, or usir
may <ze :iﬂéi' creating days as stage
v 2 and life on Earth. Therefor
velationship between such religious
be both Christians and scientists; th
science.

However, atheists who believe scient
universe will believe that there was nc.
the universe, and therefore reject re

Photo of the world

Quick Questions
1. Which one of these terms describes how the world began from a Chri

a) Evolution b) Creation ¢) Genesis
2. Give two ways in which the Bible may be interpreted.

3. How many days does the Bible say God made the world in (including ¢

a) Five b) Six ¢) Seven

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme B Page 4 of 36
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The Value of the World and the Duty of Human Beings

Different religious and non-religious people may have different views ab
responsibilities to the world.

Keywords:

+ dominion - control over something

+ stewardship - a state of managing resources in a responsible way

+ judge - [by God] evaluate someone’s actions and reward or punish approp
¢ humanist - someone who aims to live a good life, without belief in God or.

The Value of the World
Many Christians believe that the world i< rop cf* i
because it was created by God o, - N Not only
does the world ptov&de o~ f 4 n”whlch humans
can live, it sl & « quahty of life for many, and
SEM cve it is beautiful.

%égc.ov y:

L

Some Christians also feel awe and wonder when looking at the natural w
throughout the Bible, including in the Psalms. They may feel that God's
of his creation, and that the extent of creation shows his power, and that t

Non-religious people will also value the world because it supports their life
not because they believe God (or gods) created it.

The Duty of Human Beings to Protect the World
Christians believe that God gave the world to humans; they rule it, or hav

‘God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, an

and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air

that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yie
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for £

Some Christians believe this means that the world is theirs, to exploit for
whatever they want, and control animals.

However, many Christians believe that dominion also comes with great res
God has made them stewards of his creation; people who manage it and |

{ ‘Think of us in this way, as servants of (s - and stewards of
(1 C(‘ Al

Therefore, Christians may be' s i g i rportant to take care of
the world; not.to ovor o po1|ute because it is humankind’s
responsibi 2 e . , odld becomes uninhabitable (if it can no
longer sup;é) Some Christians believe that God will judge
humankind on how well they have cared for his creation.

Some non-religious people will feel that humans are entitled to
rule over the world and its creatures because humans are
intelligent and/or powerful. However, others may feel that
humans have no more rights over the world than animals, as if
there is no God (or gods) to give humans special rights then
humans are equal to other animals.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme B Page 5 of 36
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Many humans will feel that it is important to protect the world so that th
generations. Humanists may stress that looking after the world is impo
good which benefits everyone.

Whether or not people feel it is important to look after the world will im
treated appropriately, and whether species of plants and animals survive
level of pollution; and whether global warming damages the world.

Quick Questions

4. Which word describes the Christian belief that God oave the world t
so they own it? s

a) Dominion b) Awe. c) Creation

.Efﬁ‘f:.sm'ér"isﬁmay believe the world is important.

5. Give two reasonc ' 1

o]

.ve"é‘cribes the Christian belief that humans should look
because it was given by God?

a) Dominion b) Stewardship ¢) Power
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Use and Abuse of the Environment

Humans have used the environment, but many feel humankind has also
it for personal gain.

Natural resources

Humans have used many natural resources; they grow W
crops for food; use other natural materials to create things people have
(e.g. cotton is used for clothing and wood to make paper); abused
as well as using resources such as coal and oil for fuel. people’s re
personally p

Some Christians and non-religious people ‘ee ‘tn * .5
acceptable to use the environmen®.~ 1, : v 2y, either

because God gave them th« wH i because resources
are there anglghot! '+ » eu”

:
0‘3‘““

g0

However, nm\ee”

people believe that the natural resources have been abusé

1. Use of fossil fuels
Many resources which humans use for fuel are ‘fossil fuels’, fuels whict
from decomposed matter. Coal and oil are examples of these. Using

for a number of reasons. Because these fuels formed over many years

up, they will be gone — humans are using them much faster than ne
Furthermore, fossil fuels contain much carbon, and some contain othe
chemicals, and releasing these into the atmosphere can contribute t

2. Overuse of land and animal resources
Much land has also been over-farmed, and creatures have been over
land has been over-farmed this can mean that it is no longer usable t
resulting in bad economic situations for farmers and large areas of w
over-farmed this can badly affect the environment. Forests may be cut
for farming, and the large amount of cows farmed has contributed to
(produced by cows), which contributes to global warming. Where to
hunted/caught from the natural environment, like fish, this can lead t
certain species, and in some cases can lead to species being endangere

Some Christians and people from other religions “= that using natur:
misuse of God's creation. Many other re’.gi n* i 'so teach that the w
protected and cared for, includin 4. . ~and Judaism. Some Christia
and non-religious peor'.- g6l  acthis is very bad stewardship/man
damaginggthe * .. busing the environment may mean that there w

for hL@MA N ! .2 future.
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Pollution
Pollution, causing an undesirable change in the environment, is also a pr

1. Arrise in greenhouse gases (such as carbon dioxide/CO. and met
climate change (global warming).
Human activity, including burning fossil fuels for energy/power (incl
and factories); deforestation (removing trees, which absorb COy); an
have contributed to a build-up of gases in the Earth’'s atmosphere whi
climate. The gases can be thought to provide a kind of blanket arou
in average temperature (though some areas will experience a drop i
is generally upsetting the balance of conditions - > " arth, which can héa
various areas of the ecosystem, and can | ad o Jlar ice melting, meé
flooding. This can mean danm‘“ i ‘fenng for humans and anim
certain species of plam‘ T 4

Chemicals have infected air, water and !
the ozone layer, kills animals, and reduc
humans who come into contact with pc}
Pollution, including emissions from facto
caused contamination in the world, whic
animals and humans and destroy plant-life
; emissions have created in the ozone layer
Air pollution from a power an increased risk of skin cancer and othe

station balance of conditions on Earth.

3. Littering and rubbish create hazards for animals.
Some Christians and humanists believe it is their responsibility to try
humans and animals will have a better world to live in now, and so t

Many people, including politicians, are concerned about pollution leve

initiatives which aim to cut pollution. Possible solutions include:

¢ Finding ways to use fewer resources which damage the environ

¢ Using renewable energy sources, and safer chemicals, which do
are less harmful to the environment

¢ Planting more trees to absorb carbon dioxide (COx)

Not everyone believes that humans have damaged the = wironment as
the case, but few people believe that producu‘ o] ayuis of pollution |
people see pollution as a necessarv Ot ML pbllu’non is caused by
and transport; and the meaf T kit “4s’a means to an end. Many peopl!
converient transport P Ty, cheap products and steak, among oth

Quick Que w*

7. Which of these is not a form of pollution?

a) Water b) Air ¢) Littering

8. Give two reasons why people might believe pollution needs to be re

9.  Which of these is a natural resource?

a) Technology b) Steak c¢) Deforestation

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme B Page 8 of 36
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Use and Abuse of Animals

As well as other natural resources, humans have also made use of animal
different ways, including animal experimentation, as a food source, and

Keywords:
+ animal experimentation - using animals to test chemicals or medicines t
before using them on humans, or using animals in other research to learn
+ cloning — creating identical copies of existing animals (or other things like
genetic modification — changing an animal’s genes to produce a differen
¢ Qur'an - the Muslim holy book, which the majority ~f ushms believe to
reveaied through the Prophet Muhammad ...
¢ reincarnation — (in Hinduism) the 'M' £ "h'cf e soul is reborn again in
+ ahimsa - not injuring, com=. s < ,_,L nonvnoience {theterm is used in s
+ secular - non- reh(* 20 e

*

Animal expe'i:'imentation can take many forms of testing or research. T
products on animals before testing them on humans in order to spot har

Scientists have also cloned animals, and used them for genetic modifica
copies of existing cells/organisms, has been used, for example, for medic
replicate stem cells (unspecialised cells) or other cells, they may be able t
on, or use healthy cells to replace diseased ones. Scientists might geneti
can study the effects of changing or adding genes to an organism.

There are a variety of responses to animal experimentation:

No animal experimentation is fair; 0
animals have a right not to be
experimented on by humans. Humans
should do research in other ways,
including using voluntary humans.
Furthermore, animal research is not
always helpful, as animals may respond
in different ways to humans biclogically

or psychologically. /
-

Anlmal expenmentat;on for 1mporf“ 7 "é( 1 ‘r.;s o’i"'anything which is likely to

Animal experimentation is
fully acceptable (if it has a
purpose and is not
unnecessarily cruel);
humans are more important
than animals, and if we can
help humans by using
animails then this should be
done.

Animal experimentation is acceptable if it is kept to a minimum; as few animals
desired results and humans are used where possible.

Activity
Make a note of your personal response to animal experimentation,
points and the religious views overleaf.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme B Page 9 of 36
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Religious Views

Important! You need to be able to contrast beliefs about animal experimenta

least one more religious tradition.

Christianity
Some Christians do not view animal experimentation negatively. They may
hold the view that it is acceptable in some circumstances (see the list abov
better to test on animals, if they believe that humans are more important t
have been created in God's image.

i .ec o hem.’ (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

{ ‘So God created humankind in his irca e, n g ..fﬁl"’égélof God he create

5
oo

However, - bi ! 2ve that animal experimentation is not acceptable, o
to a bare g m. They may believe that it is unfair and unloving to trea
taught that peopie should treat others as they themselves would want to t
apply this to animals as well.

[ ‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you..."
Islam . .
Muslims may or may not The Qur'an is the Muslim holy

book, which the majority of
Muslims believe to be the literal
word of God (Allah) revealed
through the Prophet Muhammad.
Muslims usually add ‘peace be

approve of animal
experimentation. They are
unlikely to approve of it for
cosmetic purposes, or reasons

which they deem as upon him (pbuh)’ after the name
unnecessary, because the of the Prophet in writing or
Qur’an tells Muslims not to speech to show respect.

abuse animals, and Muhammad
was reported as being kind to animals. The Qur'an places importance on &
valuable to Allah. This does not mean that Muslims are vegetarians, but
about how to treat animals which are killed for food (covered in the next

“There is not an animal (that hves) coude "jji:h, 707 a being that fh{
(forms part of) communities like o To. g tiave We omitted from the
e Yo ﬁ 5 weir Lord in the end” (Qur'an 6

However, (5

oy R . . :
humans, th‘, ‘they are likely to want the least suffering for such animals

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme B Page 10 of 36
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Hinduism
Hindus may disapprove of animal experimentation for various reasons. Hi:
where the soul is reborn after death, which could take place as an animal ¢
see as sharp a divide between humans and animals.

Furthermore, Hindus believe in non-violence, ahimsa, and this can be ap
humans. If animal experimentation causes animals pain, then Hindus are
Indeed, India, where many Hindus live, has strict animal experimentation |

However, many Hindus also offer animal sacrifices, so
they do not always protect animal life. If they believ-
that a form of animal experimentation has an mL 'v " e at”
purpose, then some Hindus accepf i 7 g

India is tk

Non-religioue,
People of (i ~miay be for or against animal experimentation. The
animals if (X% them and they do not believe they will be judged by Go
some non-religious people, including some humanists, believe that anlmaE
animal experimentation is cruel — they do not believe that humans were s
other animals or have special rights.

Impact and Influence
Negative views on animal testing, the availability of alternatives, and situat
produced misleading results, have led to regulations on animal testing t
used and the harm caused to animals. Cosmetic testing on animals is cu

However, cases in which chemicals have harmed humans where they hav
led to legislation to make sure that products are tested properly, which o

Some of those who object to animal testing have clashed with those who {
animal testing, sometimes resulting in threats, or actual violence.

The Use of Animals for Food
All countries in the world use animals in food, though there are some co
meat-eating less favourably than others. There are many vegetarians (peo
also vegans (people who do not eat meat, or animal produce; which prima
also includes honey, or any other forms of animal nre. 't e). Some religior:
and Sikhism, may have higher levels of vegsti. my |
average. ,

Reasons forand 1" Uung
Many Chri 1‘1‘;9 an,i }ews believe that it is acceptable to eat
meat and oznimal produce. Most believe that humans
are different from animals, and many believe that they are
more important than animals, because Genesis says that,
unlike animals, humans were created in God’s image.
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Furthermore, many people in the Old Testament of the Bible were farme
gave the Jewish people commandments about animals which they could e
animals and combinations of animal produce which Jews do not eat (if th
which are often for reasons of religious cleanliness.

‘...From among all the land animals, these are the creatures that you
has divided hoofs and is cleft-footed and chews the cud —such you may e.

Most Christians do not follow rules which forbid them from eating certai

combinations of animal produce. This is for a range of 7t annected) reason

¢ Peter had a vision in which God told him *7.¢ 4t qc.van animals in Ac
taken as symbolism that gentiles » - Je i were no longer unclea
permission from God to 27.o 5 enmals.

¢ Christians believe " = 42 us- death has made them clean, and so ma

A Q‘] L Lél"'y laws for cleanliness.

¢ Many w;o 'S (non-Jews) became Christians in the early Church, and t
that they need not follow Jewish dietary laws, but should not eat anin-

However, many modern Christians and people from other religions,
as well as non-religious people like humanists, believe that they
should be responsible about the amount of meat they eat:
¢ because they should not be greedy; people should only eat the
portion sizes that they need
¢ because cows (and other animals) contribute to greenhouse
gases, and if fewer animals were reared for meat (in response to
people eating less and therefore there being less demand) this
would help reduce global warming
¢ because it takes more energy and land to raise livestock for
meat than to grow crops to feed humans, and so if people ate less me
potential for more food in the world
¢ reducing meat intake can be beneficial for health reasons
Many religious people — for example, Orthodox Christians — do not eat m
them focus on God and to maintain control over their bodies. Non-religio
may observe meat-free days, such as meat-free Monday for reasons in the

Some people also object to animals which are farmed cr caught for food &
instance, they may object to battery-farming chiz « ~;or «illing animals int
many pecple who believe that it is acronee le *-eat animals do not believ
acceptable to be cruel to them /

animals deservé nghts

In addition to those who eat meat, responsibly or not, some Christians a

it is more loving not to kill animals, either because they do not think that
animals, or because they believe that vegetarianism benefits humanity by
and combatting poverty (see the reasons listed above). :
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Some humanists are vegetarians for similar reasons, and may also think t
rights than animals, because they do not believe that humans are created !
believe (for any of the reasons given for eating less or no meat) that if hun:
meat, it is better to do so.

Reasons for vegetarianism also extend to reasons for veganism in some ca
believe that milk cows are harming the environment with greenhouse ga
keep animals captive to produce milk or eggs, etc. However, veganism i

Impact and Influence

If more people eat less meat, this will result over tim. ower
levels of meat production in response. Camp g - ’). better
rights for animals farmed for food tae L .0 miore humane
methods of farming (in so~ ~ 457 und the labelling of food
so that peopigarar . ’ 7 e animals have been treated.
This allow {24 f\e . choose if they wish to buy animals which

have not b Uattery farmed, for example.

There are also laws about how animals must be killed, so that they are kille
Judaism and Islam have special religious procedures for how animals must
regulated by the government as secular methods of animal slaughter (the an
stunned). For meat to be halal, or allowed, within Islam, it must come from
are forbidden to eat pigs, for instance) and be killed in a certain way. This in¢
quickly, in one motion, while a prayer is said, and that the animal does not

Some people argue that religious methods are inhumane, as in some cas
before being killed. Conversely, many Jews and Muslims would argue th
be just as humane as secular methods, and that many animals killed in r
humanely as other animals — some argue that religious methods are mor
are campaigning for there to be regulation of religious methods of killin
are killed humanely.

Also...
Further to food, there are different attitudes about using the bodies of a
as to make leather. Some people will feel that this is acceptable, because ¢
may feel that this is not acceptable, because there are other materials wh :
unlike food, is not a necessity, and so does not justif . 4 ng something. S
acceptable to use animal parts for other us=2s st » .mal has been kille
is sensible and is getting the most -3 "¢ . fan’animal.

Quick Questgns
\seis not a type of experimentation animals can be used i

oS

a) Cloning b) Medical Testing ¢) The Ivory Trade

11. Give two reasons why Christians may not eat meat, or may eat less me

Now Try This...

12. Explain two contrasting beliefs about animal experimentation, referrm
Christianity and another religion.
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Summary for the Origins and Value of the Universe

¢ Christians believe that God created the world and the universe. Some
creation in Genesis is literally true, and dispute scientific accounts. O:
story is symbolic and that religious accounts are compatible with scie
the Big Bang. Atheists disagree with the belief that there is a God (o
and think that only scientific accounts of the origins of the universe ar

¢ Many Christians feel awe and wonder at creation, believing that it sho
Christians believe that God has given them dominion over the world;
God has made them stewards of creation and that they have a respo
resources well. Non-religious people may also b« ‘e that humans h
the world, though they do not believe th: :{“‘fl.%jj&i‘ld"iwas given to hur:

¢ Many humans believe that hurz dic: o5 avused the environment. Re
people believe that h v . £2ds to act so that pollution does not

¢ Humanstaave  « x _mais in different ways, including for experimen
religic@ZE4N r.on-feligious people have a variety of opinions about w
N Pe\r""hay believe that animal experimentation is wrong, right, ¢

circumstances.
& People may believe that using animals for food is wrong, right, or
food in moderation and/or if they are treated well.

¢ Different attitudes to the world, its resources, and animals may lead tc
nature and animals, and campaigns for this to be the case. However, ¢
still use natural resources and animals for gain.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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The Origins and Value of Hum

There are different beliefs about the origins of human life; whether it wa
naturally. These views can influence positions on abortion and euthana
that sanctity of life is more important than quality of life, or not.

Keywords:

+ abortion - terminating a pregnancy and ending the life of a foetus

¢ euthanasia - sometimes called mercy killing. Generally helping someone d
the life of someone who is unable to make such a decns:on for themselves, |
where it is believed they would wish this '

¢ sanctity of life - a belief that life is sacred ., ar "; ':gciai implying that life

+ quality of life - how good one< iz me ufgue that if fife is 'not worth
not preserving it ey &

.‘
o )

9.6@"”

There are different beliefs about the origins of human life held by the relig,j

Keywords:
+ evolution — the widely accepted scientific theory that organisms such as
adapted over time

Religious Teachings about the Origins of Human Life
As seen in the section on The Origins of the Universe,
Christianity has a creation story. Indeed, there are actually
two different accounts in the book of Genesis about how
God created humans.

Genesis 1 states that God created humans after he had
created the universe and everything else. It says that he
created them in his image.

creation, thé
hav

Genesis 2 states that God made man, out of dust, and before he made a
and then God made woman, out of one of man’s ribs.

...then the Lord God formed man from .o fu_ )f tie ground, and b
breath of life; and *>< - n ~.amie a living being.” (Genesi

leferent In»-prw N

¢

are, and in his image.
¢ Some Christians believe that the creation story is symbolic; that God
animals and humans, but that he may have set the process of evolutit
Bible is not necessarily scientifically accurate. Note: this does not mez
untrue, but rather that it holds symbolic truth.
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The Relationship between Scientific Views and Religious Views
Christians who believe that the biblical account of creation is literally true
the origins of human life. They believe that the theory of evolution is in
humans as they are, and that humans did not develop from animals.

The theory of evolution by natural selection, formulated by Charles Darw
genes are passed on (because the fittest members of species survive to r
species develop and become better adapted to their environments. The
that humans evolved from apes, and were not created as they are now.

Christians who take the Bible literally and people who betleve that scienc
for the origins of human life. ‘

However, many Christians believe *’ = "t « > bhcal accounts of creation are
exactly as it took place. T“ A avﬁ a0 problem believing that God may hat

1e and powerful — if God could engineer a process whic
humans in h|s image. Such Christians may have a better relationship wit

However, atheists who &
evolution do not believe
who started this, and s
religious views.

Some Christians also see
because they were cre
modern Christians do
atheists who believe in e
with the principle as the:
would have evolved at tt:
humanists, who promot

Picture portraying the evolution of humans

Quick Questions
14. Which of these did God create man out of in Genesis 2?

a) Nothing b) Woman ¢ Animals

iou?

15. How do many atheists believe human life 221 s€

a) Created by God b) Tfﬂr i it.Joru"E:tor; <) Magic

i

16. uehefs about the origins of human life may

11’ _ 'Cu +stians who believe a literal account of creation.
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Sanctity of Life and Quality of Life

There are different views about whether life is sacred, or particularly specia
the importance of quality of life; whether life is ‘worth living'.

Keywords:

¢ sanctity of life — a belief that life is sacred and/or special, implying that life

+ quality of life — how good one’s life is; some argue that if life is ‘not wort
not preserving it

+ sin —a thought or action against God, which he may choose to punish

Sanctity of Life o
Some people believe in the sanctity of life — 14 i 5 5 sacred or very spe
belief that life should be protected T .. n specn‘tcally applied to huma
that humans should never ¢z ¢ fi = Jedths of other humans. The sanctity
with religious nersroc: ﬂ L .< ron- religious people may use the phrase t:

is very img 'LL

& Uc’ob

An argumetu Mor the sanctity of human life (based on Christian belief) migt
¢ God created life and gave it to humans

¢ Humans are created in the image of God

% Human life is sacred because it is given by God and created in h

¢ Itiswrong to destroy what is sacred

% Humans should not destroy human life (for any reason) — support

murder in the Ten Commandments '

‘So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he create
he created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

“You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13 NRS

Therefore, religious people who believe in the sanctity of life may believe
take human life, and humans who take human life sin against God.

Quality of Life
The quality of life refers to how good it is to live a
particular life — for the person experiencing it. Many
people in the modern, developed world have a good
quality of life, but there are reasons why people may not
have good lives:
¢ Poverty or other circumstances may deprive H‘a,
necessities such as water, food and sh~ lt( >N
that life is very difficult. N,
¢ lliness or injury may rac’ . a"'Th i quahty of life:
% Mengalilln < ‘.;'] 10, ne‘mjunes may make people
St qe PIeSSGd
¢ M\,...niness or some injuries, may mean that
people no longer have normal cognitive function.
& Some illnesses or injuries leave people in a lot of
pain, meaning they find it harder to enjoy other
things in life.
% Iliness or injury may leave people incapacitated
meaning they cannot move around or do other things for themse
% Being in some types of coma may mean little or no quality of lif
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Quick Questions

17. Which of these is not a reason for believing in the sanctity of life?
a) Life is enjoyable b) Life s a gift from God

¢) Humans are made in God'simage  d) The Ten Commandmer:

18. Give two ways in which a person’s quality of life might be reduced.
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Abortion

Abortion involves ending a pregnancy and the life of a foetus. There ar

abortion and different attitudes to abortion.

Reasons for Having an Abortion

There are different reasons why someone might want to have an abortio

abortion may be allowed in the UK:

Reason

Examples

The mother’s

life is in danger,
or her healtkgs
at risk '

Some pregnancies make a woman ¢ ry
ill, such as ectopic pregnaz =i s ere

the foetus grows =1 - w. =..g place

Alt i L #,;50meone may have a

. u«al condition which needs treating,
“and the foetus would be killed by, or

needs to be removed for, the treatment,
e.g. chemotherapy for cancer

an aborti
health is

Some ma
serious a

The pregnancy

If the pregnancy is the result of rape, the
woman might find it very hard to carry
her rapist’s child

or raising a child Many pe
would be too Someone might have a mental illness, circumsta
difficult for the | and would be placed under great strain unfair to
woman to cope | to go through with a pregnancy rape, Ort.
with mentally or or financi
physically Someone may have several children
. . Others fe
(or might already and be unable to afford to raise be unabl
existing ) In the case of a teenage pregnancy it s;%gr;?:nc
children) might be seen that the woman could P
not cope with pregnancy or raising a
child
Some pe
bring chil
have a lo
e expectan
~i 4 66yt they will be bomn place suc
The foetus it particular organ functioning Some pe
would be properly ot make
with a ser!
e . L that man
disability The foetus might have a genetic disease,
such as Down’s Syndrome and often
They mig
valuable
destroy li
burden o
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The UK Abortion Act 1967 allows for abortions in such
circumstances if two doctors agree that the conditions are met
and the abortion is carried in an approved medical facility. In the
case of mental or physical danger to the woman (or her children),
it is evaluated whether continuing the pregnancy or having an
abortion would be better or worse for the woman's (or her
children’s) health.

Normally abortions are not allowed after 24 weeks into
pregnancy, though they are allowed later in extreme
circumstances (great risk to woman or great chance = vere
disability for the foetus). N el”

o £ 161 any reason. In the Republic of
wter countries allow abortion for different co

Some countries do not all~y
a risk to the zegth= = ' !

:
O‘B,on 3

iaut‘)b 4

Other reascae®

Wme people may want an abortion include:
¢ They do not want children, or do not want children now.
% Some people view abortion as an acceptable method of birth con
selfish and that such pregnancies should continue and the child
¢ Some people wish to get abortions because they desire a baby of a
% Many people feel that this is a bad reason to have an abortion a
able to choose to have children on the basis of their gender, or ot
- Gender-motivated abortion may happen in any country, but |
laws limiting the number of children people can have, which E
many years. It is also more likely to happen in areas where :
reasons to have male children. Some people are motivated
cultural or financial reasons (e.g. some people feel it is more
children or may see having male children as necessary if th
help to earn the family income), which has caused problems i

Abortion is not permitted for either of these reasons under UK law.

Quick Questions
19. Which of these reasons can you not get an abortion for under UK la

a) Risk to mother’s life b) - Danger to hea

~  Disability of fo

c¢) Gender of foetus

a ~f"éj"5ﬁ9..ﬁaﬁg’sy;rﬁental health might be damage

20. Give two examples of »
S huricy?

continuingwitl =+, >
9 2

o S
21. Which ése is not a condition which must usually be met to get
in the UK?
a) Itis less than 24 weeks into pregnancy b) The woman m
¢) Two doctors must agree d) There must be

to mother
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Ethical Arguments Related to Abortion

There are many different ethical and religious arguments relating to abo

Keywords:
+ person - in philosophy, a being with certain qualities, not always the sam

Sanctity of Life
Many people (generally religious) who believe in sanctity of life also bel
This is because if human life is sacred and no humans shsuld destroy hu
to embryos and foetuses, because these are still F ¢« e to be created i
life by God. Such arguments are also liki . tc ~ pose forms of emergen
extremely early termination of —.2 1 . “/eg the morning after pill.

However, 7gz#@lnc * - . ive could also be used to argue for abortion in t
at risk; bec ne’Woman's life is sacred and should be protected. This
strong in the case that allowing a pregnancy to continue would likely res
and the foetus, because in this case abortion would be preserving more |
not aborting.

Quality of Life

Many people have used the concept of quality of life to argue for abortic

people might use quality of life to argue for abortion in different scenari

¢ If a foetus is severely disabled and will not have a good quality of lif
it suffer.

& People might also argue that caring for a severely disabled child
family of the child, reducing their quality of life.

¢ A pregnancy due to rape, or one which places extreme mental strain
woman'’s quality of life, that abortion is kinder for her.

¢ If awoman does not have sufficient financial and other resources
to care for another child, bringing another child into the world
might severely diminish the quality of life for the whole family

(parents, existing children and new child).

& Some people also argue that a woman has a choice about
what to do with her life and if having a child at that moment is n
damage her quality of life. However, the argum2nt that a woma
what to do with her body is usually kent ¢ a2 from argumen
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Other Arguments Related to Abortion

Some people have argued that abortion is acceptable because a
foetus is not a person. They do not see being a person as the
same as being a human. They may believe that a foetus
becomes a person at the moment of birth, for example.

Some may believe that you need to have other characteristics in
order to qualify as a person with a right to life and a right not to
be killed. For example: being self-aware; having language skills;
having a sense of past and future. Foetuses, especially at early
stages of development, do not have such characteristics. A
Philosophically, however, this argument could lead fc . osition
that most people would not support: newbor e Nis do not
have many of these ‘personhood’ 1 ac: o ithef, and most
people who wish to arguef' ‘ oo "i«.i.:lr o be allowed do not
wish to argue that i* i _“ s i
where we 'LL he | e regardmg ‘who is a person?' is |mportant

6 :09 . .
" Some people, religious and nc
Pause for thought: @ special part of someone which
What makes a person? A set classed as the ‘person’ within t

of characteristics? Having human believe only humans have so
DNA? Having a soul? Is someone a humans from animals. Peop

. ? ] .
person from the moment (?f birth? O‘r souls from birth, or from some
from when they could survive on their . :
from conception. Those who |

own outside the womb?
foetuses have souls may be

Some people argue against abortion on the grounds that there are still sm
countries; there may be larger risks in less economically developed countri
and abortion could endanger the life of a woman. Furthermore, some stuc
people regret having abortions, and may experience mental pain and stres
such cases, abortion may not seem a sensible decision for a woman's healt

However, it can be argued that physical risks from abortion in countries |
many disagree that evidence proves that abortion damages women’s me

Religious Views

Important! You need to be able to contrast beliefs about abortion from Chris
religious tradition.

Christianity &
Christians usually disapprove of abortior o1 "= suis including belief in
tells Christians not to mu rder prila LJ! isider abortion to be murder.
souI is present in a foet o L ¢ moment of conception, which would
sl s; N ng'an adult The Catholic Church does not p
29, "re 1s carried out, rather than where an abortion occurs

[ “You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13 NRSV

However, some Christians, including more liberal Protestants, will accept
circumstances, such as if the mother’s life is in danger or the pregnancy i
believe that the woman should also be protected and treated with love a
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Islam
Islam permits abortion in the case of risk to the life of the mother becaus
over the foetus.

Some Muslim scholars allow abortion up to four months into pregnancy, &
believed to have a soul until this stage. However, there is disagreement
abortion is permissible.

Some Muslims oppose abortion if it is due to financial need — the parents d¢
look after a/another child — as the Qur'an teaches not to worry about povert

“Kill not your children for fear of want: We shall provide sustenance for
Verily the killing of themis a ~ catsin” (Qur'an

Judaism T -
Judaism allows for abortion to <2 - » “atrier's life. !
Abortion is attowed to F‘ﬂ o Y t'at any stage of the

even to save the mother, because it is now seen more as a
baby, with the equivalent human rights of the mother. This
is based on the teachings of Jewish rabbis (teachers), which |
are based on their interpretations of Jewish scriptures.

Some Jews have argued for abortion to be permitted in some cases of exti
woman, or in cases of severe disability of the foetus, which would mean it
lifespan. Others do not believe that this should take priority over the life

Non-religious
Non-religious people are likely to have varied personal opinions about ab¢
case of risk to the mother's life. Some will not see abortion as comparable
believe that abortion is acceptable in any circumstance, where the woman
Many will disapprove of abortion as a form of birth control but will accep
mental burden for the woman, or disability of the foetus, as acceptable grc¢

Impact and [nfluence

Different attitudes to abortion have led to

campaigns supporting and opposing

abortion, and changes to abortion laws are People campaigning
often debated — such as whether to reduce azgufeaf;:";? e
how far into a pregnancy a woman can anigamstp ?
have an abortion.

Abortion carries less social stigma (negative puliaf '.j?:ig; in the
UK than it used to, however, many pec.'« 3y wsh 1o be private
about abortions if they believa "m3 \ . JE‘JUdQEd negatively for their actl

Quick Questighs
P — W

2 1 tne beiow is a foetus not classed as by some arguing

22. Whict
o
A himan Alive ¢} A person

Now Try This...
24. Explain two religious beliefs about abortion. Refer to Scripture.
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Euthanasia

Euthanasia, also known as mercy killing, is helping someone to die, or e
they wish this to be the case, or because it is believed that they would wi

Some people believe that there are some situations in which allowing som:
compassionate thing to do. This may be because they are in great pain, o
to do anything for themselves; for instance, if they are paralysed, or for o

The issue of euthanasia arises when someone is unable to end their own
therefore, needs help in order to die. Normally, killir . 5 meone is classe
believe that euthanasia is different because. it :h f'ﬁ.iewbe”sjt interests of th

Killing anyone for any reas~ -+ Ach 1.0¢ euthanasia, is currently illegal in th
debated. Hozgve: . ‘ountries such as Switzerland allow it in some
from the U 1‘@3‘ k> t.avelled there for this purpose.

o

Types of Euthanasia and Associated Concepts
(When they may be carried out)

Assisted suicide This is where someone wants to die
their own. They might get a friend t
so that they can take an overdose. Tk
voluntary euthanasia. :

Voluntary euthanasia This is where someone asks to die, b
themselves, possibly because they ar
someone might ask a friend or medica

Non-voluntary euthanasia This is where someone is unable to as
are in a coma, but it is felt that they at
wish to die. Friends and family mig
prolong this person’s life, and ask met

Involuntary euthanasia This is where people are killed agains§
believes it would be better if they wer,
the Nazis. Most people view this as n

(How they may be carried out)

Active euthanasia This ic w! er= ~.nteone actually kills
7,0 5 .y by administering a poison.
¥ many countries.

Passive et This is where life support is removed
kill a person in a normal state, or kill s
giving a poison. However, breathin ‘
equipment may be removed, medic
and water may be withheld. This is
UK, though there may be legal grey

acceptable to withhold food and trea{i
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Double-effect This is sometimes associated with eut!
for a doctor to prescribe a high dosag
painkillers to a patient. These may
may also have the additional effect
life. So medicines which are used to t
responsible for killing them.

Do Not Resuscitate orders (DNR) This is where someone who is seriousji
asking doctors not to save their life; fc
heart attack or stroke.

Arguments for and against Euthanasia -~ -

Arguments sometimes given in favour ~7 - th. - .asia:

(Not alt are relevant to both vie v %o ' J/’/dnon -voluntary)

. PeopEe deserve i u . “i gfr"hfe is not dignified, they

1f /o - +Lad end it, or others should be allowed

to enoRggidheir behalf.

¢ People deserve quality of life, if they do not believe
that their life is worth living, they should not be made to
endure life because they are told they have to.

¢ People have a right to die people should be able to
make their own decisions, including if they wish to end
their life.

¢ Keeping euthanasia illegal is discriminatory (in the UK — not necessa
who are able to commit suicide are legally able to do so. However, it :
most pain, and the people who have the most reason to end their liv

Arguments sometimes given in opposition to euthanasia:

¢ Sanctity of life- all life is sacred and humans do not have a right to t
the life of another for any reason.

¢ Euthanasia is murder— it is wrong to kill someone.

¢ Thereis a problem with conscience— it is wrong to expect someone t¢
another, especially medical professionals who have sworn to protect

¢ ltis a slippery slope - if euthanasia becomes legal this will make it eas
relatives murdered and it will make disabled and old people feel like t
are a burden.

¢ Some people might recover - it is possible that som :one might recov:
doctors thought was terminal, or that a tro“‘ At vj‘b;.ﬁ..:ure might be fo:
person who wants to die. .8 :
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Religious Views

important! You need to be able to contrast beliefs about euthanasia from Ch

more religious tradition.

Christianity

Many Christians oppose euthanasia, because they believe in sanctity of li
murder is wrong, and that euthanasia is murder. Some also believe that
humans, including those who suffer physically and those who suffer mente
Some believe that they are called by God to protect those who are sufferir}
that Christians should protect, rather than harm, thn” o need. The Catho
opposed to euthanasia. Note: many of thﬂse Jo. ‘f .uns to euthanasia are
Some forms of passive euthanas-"_ - st 5 wnere the life-support mach
declared brain-dead i is sw"'" 4ot -oor DNRs may be viewed as acceptab

5
L

g y .
siaug,}f:’;‘ ‘Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it? And wi!

to their deeds?” (Proverbs 24:11-12 NRSV)

ny

However, some other Christians believe that euthanasia should be allowed
because it is cruel to let people suffer unnecessarily. They believe that Jest
and that in some situations, the most loving thing to do is to allow some

{ “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22:

Islam
Islam does not allow active euthanasia, or the intentional use of double-effe
doctors should always try to save someone’s life when there is hope. Passive
most cases, except when a person is only being kept alive by artificial mean
recovery.

This is because Muslims believe that human life is sacred; people should
themselves, even if they are suffering. Also, they believe that Allah is respc
someone dies.

[ ‘Nor take life - which Allah has made Coar

Some liberal Muslims may arc ¢, T . ents in favour of euthanasia, but t

Pause for thought:
What do you think about euthanasia? :
Should it ever be allowed? If so, why, and in
which circumstances?
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Judaism

Against Euthanasia Forf“
Many Orthodox Jews oppose active euthanasia Some more liberal
for similar reasons to Christians who do so. open to the idea in <

If there is a chance of saving or prolonging life,

] . Jews aim not to tre
Judaism teaches that this should be taken. W al

Some Jews have sug
should be timed - th
~*. person is beyonc

As even depriving someone of suppert + ic. {4y to keep them aliv
priving ppe 7| be saved, Jews sho

keeping them alive is seen as .. f., % /inany
Jews, decisions abou't "1 Ui life-support
s+ 5p€S of passive euthanasia

passive euthanasia

Some Jews may pray for God to aid the death of
someone who is dying, if they believe that God
should end the person’s suffering, but do not
want to break laws against killing the person.

Judaism does aIIow‘j?
double-effect, where
person also contribu:

Non-religious
Non-religious people may have different views about euthanasia. Some ma
others, or worry that allowing euthanasia is a slippery slope, etc. Others, espe
allowing people to die treats them with respect and allows them dignity, an
euthanasia.

Impact and (nfluence

Changing views on euthanasia are influencing legal
decisions. Many people have brought cases to court where
they wish to die, but do not wish to see friends or relatives
imprisoned for committing euthanasia. It is quite pos<<i® 2
that laws regarding euthanasia will continue t .l ar A:_:': :
regulations on passive euthanasia cc .’ - "slt.A:,.ﬁte“ﬁéd, or
active euthanasia could bern s’ > s

25. Which Gg##:se is not a type of euthanasia?

a) Passive b) Aggressive ¢) Active
26. Give two examples of when someone might argue that euthanasia ISj

Now Try This...

27. Explain two contrasting beliefs about passive euthanasia, referring to :
and another religion.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme B Page 27 of 36

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




Death and an Afterlife

Because different people have different beliefs about what happens whe
different views about death, and different views about the value of life.

Keywords:

heaven — a realm where people may go after death and reside with God
hell — a realm where people may go after death, away from God
purgatory — a realm where people must make amends for their sins after d
resurrection of the body — the belief that God will raise people’s bodies at
immortality of the soul — the belief that a spuatuai - ‘of a person lives
Judgement — in Christianity, when God will 7.z i *'go\;d and bad peop

L R 2R JNE R JNE 2NN 4

karma - literally, action. Hindus beli~ "aa~ - ere‘are good actions and b
karma mean that good acti~.s 4 L Aatin good consequences and bad a¢
samsara — the cyrl' i ‘rebirth

* & ¢ o

Beliefs about Death and an Afterlife

Non-religious people who do not believe in God/gods often do not beli
not believe that there is anything other than the physical world. Howeve
personal beliefs about there being something after death, for example, s
believe in ghosts.

In some religions, such as Hinduism and Buddhism, it is believed that de
reincarnation, or rebirth, where a person is reborn again (often on Earth

There is not one fixed concept of the afterlife in Judaism, though many Jev.

Some religions like Christianity and Islam hold that there is an afterlife; got
heaven, or paradise; and bad people/non-believers will go to hell.

Within Christianity, heaven is believed to be a realm where people will re
believed to be a realm away from God, possibly involving pain and tortu
purgatory, a realm between heaven and hell where many people go to m:
before entering heaven. Heaven and hell are spoken ahrut in the Bible an
that there is purgatory. 1

Some Chyristians believe that or '*,3,15 can go to heaven, because Jes
God, though others | ]i“‘ oy s _4at people can only know God as ‘Fathe
him in othg ‘\ys 1 4din entry to heaven.

']esus said to him, “T am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one ¢
through me.”” (John 14:6 NRSV)
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Not all Christians agree on how life after death works. Some believe that (.
bodies at the end of time (resurrection of the body). Others believe th
their soul, lives on after death and goes straight to heaven/hell/purgator
Some Christians believe in both; that the soul will enter the afterlife strai
there will be a bodily resurrection for everyone at Judgement at the end
different interpretations of different Bible verses.

‘Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are i
his voice and will come out— those who have done good, to the resurrecti
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” (John 5:

"{Jesus] replied, “Truly I tell you, today ver v ¢ <

mpact on Beliefs abouf b€ Ja'& L or Human Life

not be destroyed, but do not believe in spiritual consequences.)

Non-religious — no afterlife

Non-religious people who do not believe in an afterlife may place
much value on life on Earth, if they feel that this is the only life they
will have. Indeed a slogan of the British Humanist Association is: ‘for
the one life we have'. However, this value primarily reflects the
quality of life, as non-religious people believe life has value based
on what it gives them, and possibly how their lives help others. They
do not believe their lives have any value to a God (or gods), or in
achieving a good afterlife. (Note: some non-religious people are
spiritual and believe there is something after death. Views may vary.)

Religious — unsure about afterlife

Because Judaism does not have a fixed concept of an afterlife, it
can be argued that this makes Jews more focussed on life on Earth, ‘
placing a special value on it, because they do not know what will happen :

Religious — another life after this life, or a final afterlife
For religions which believe in reincarnation, the valu~ ¢ life can be asse
ways, life is valuable because good and bad a «c¢ is & thrs life are believec
will have a good or bad rebirth (somrd . i ‘Rave a fortunate human re
rebirth; as an insect, for exan .« £ 1 I £ process through which good acti
and bad actiogs re<!l ;ag, consequences is known as karma.
1}39 [

However, n? :indus and Buddhists wish to break out of the cycle of reb
that life is suﬁeung (dukkha). Therefore life has value in being a means to
Buddhists place a greater value in achieving liberation from life. Hindus belie
many believe this is achieving union with God (Brahman). Buddhists aim fo
person is extinguished, or ceases to exist — at least in the sense we underst
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Religious - looking forward to afterlife
Christians and Muslims believe that human life is important because it ca
actions on Earth will influence whether they go to heaven, or paradise, in

Christians believe that Jesus died to save them, and to bring them eterna
they should live life to the full, because they do not need to worry about
because of Jesus’ sacrifice for them.

However, some people — for instance, some groups of Christian monks —
from normal human life, and try to avoid human desires — they value the
human life, and want to focus on this.

Quick Questions

'Y _wiich Christians believe people may g

28. Which of these is no* >~ -

b) Heaven ¢) Hell

29. Give two examples of how a belief in an afterlife may affect someon
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Summary for the Origins and Value of Human Life

¢ Christians believe that God created human life. Some believe that th
Bible is literally true, and others believe that this is symbolic and Go
through evolution. Atheists do not believe that God (or gods) had ar§
life. '
¢ Sanctity of life is the concept that human life is sacred and should not |
religious reasons that life is given by God; it is created in his image; an
and is a sin against God. Quality of life refers to how good it is to liv
¢ Abortion is the termination of a pregnancy, ending the life of a foetus
circumstances, for example if the mothel s hfe Sl ;k if there is men

Some people argue agalnst al~' Yo, 20 thé sanctity of life, or a
based on quallty of Jife we i€ othei arguments for and against ab

cwcumstances Non-religious people may be more reiaxed about abo
of it in all cases. Opinions about abortion may influence laws and lea
¢ Euthanasia is mercy killing. There are different types, for example vo!
and active and passive. There are also important related concepts su
DNRs. Arguments in favour of euthanasia include arguments based ¢
that people have a right to be allowed to die. Arguments against eutt
sanctity of life and the worry that legalising euthanasia is a slippery s
different views on euthanasia. Many religious bodies teach against
religious believers are sympathetic to it. There is more acceptance o
though not in all cases, and not by all believers. Humanists have ca
legalised. Opinions about euthanasia may influence laws and severa
wishing to die have gone to court about the issue.
¢ People of different religious beliefs have different beliefs about an aft
and these have an impact on how they value human life. Atheists ma
human life highly as they believe in no afterlife. Jews may also strong
human life because they have no fixed concept of an afterlife. In oth
religions, human life often has value in helping to achieve the afterli
believers desire, though many also value human life for the here and r

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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30. ‘There are some situations where eufh on, 319 e best thing to do.’ COPYRIGHT
Evaluate this statement. : PROTECTED

statement. You must give religious argu
s 1 Juients. Reach a conclusion which follows from yout

Argue for and 2¢y < . ©
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Answers

The Origins and Value of the Universe

Qu:ls(:lon Answer/Mark Scheme
1 b) Creation
¢ Literally
2 + Symbolically
Accept any correct word, 1 mark per point (mnaximum 2)
3 ¢) Seven e 2
4 a) Dominion e B
¢ Itwasmade b s % - tamans
o Ttsuny o selite
> It o odtiful
pt any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
6 b) Stewardship
7 d) Ozone Layer
¢ To create a better world to live in
8 ¢ To leave a good world for children and future humans
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
9 d) Coal
10 ¢) The Ivory Trade
¢ Because Jesus taught people not to be greedy
+ Because they want to be good stewards and eating less
fewer animals raised for meat, so less greenhouse gases
11 planet
¢ Some Christians fast, which may involve giving up meat,
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
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Question Answer/Mark Scheme

No.
Christianity:
¢ Animal experimentation is better than testing on hum
humans are made in God's image and animals are not
Islam:
¢ Animal testing should be avoided where possible bec
teaches that all animals are valuable to Allah.
Hinduism:
12

+ Animal experimentation is wrong and no better than t
because animal testing is against th~ srinciple of non-

Any additional rehg;ons shoul

""a < °pled
Accept any relevant . ‘

319 Ling 2 marks per developed point (m

40 ranlty OR only another religion is mentioned
e ,aot conz‘ragz‘/ng maximum 2 marks

Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position

Good, well-justified arguments for and against, linked toge:

Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and again
linked together and leading to a reasonable conclusion

Points and Justification For: Points and Justific..
¢ Animal testing is cruel as it causes | ¢ Humans are
animals pain image and an

& itis also against the principle is better to te
of ahimsa/non-violence and harm the

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

¢ The Qur'an teaches that all humans
13 animals are valuable to Allah, so ¢ Itis more lov

they should not be exploited test things o

¢ Animal testing may not produce ¢ Many people
reliable results because animals some animal
are different to humans meant that the:

¢ Itis unloving to treat animals in a could be cure
way you would not want to be disease

treated yourself
+ Animals should have rights like
humans; if there is no God .1 :*'i;e
is no reason fora 2 tic.
Accept any re et 1 ft or - justification — other religions
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The Origins and Value of Human Life

Question
No.
14 d) Dust
15 b) Through Evolution
16 ¢ They will disagree that God created life
+ They will generally disagree that humans were created a
probably think human life came about through evolutio

Answer/Mark Scheme

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

17 a) Life in enjoyable . A

18 ¢ Poverty might deprive t' = 1 £ orgs

+ Mental illness ... r.* V- press them

¢ Theyr (i = pain

S T - - .gnt be unable to do certain things, mentally or

,%f they are in a coma, they will be unable to do things, a
unconscious

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
19 ¢) Gender of Foetus

20 ¢ The pregnancy is a result of rape

¢ They may have a mental illness which is badly affected b
¢ They may worry that they will be unable to provide for a

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
21 b) The woman must pay a fine

22 c) A person

23 ¢ Sanctity of life

¢ Quality of life

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
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Question
No.

Answer/Mark Scheme

24

Christianity:

+ Some Christians believe abortion is wrong because it
life/it is murder

¢ Some Christians feel that abortion is permissible in so

¢ ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself." (Matthew

Islam:

¢ Some Muslims accept early abmtuons n‘ they do notb
has a soul from conception B

¢ Muslims may not accepf a’ ot *n fit’s because the w
look after the chil -

¢ ‘Killnot: ir d r et for fear of want: We shall provid

L vl as for you. Verily the killing of them is a

¢ Jews may allow abortion to save a mother’s life becau
that the life of a mother takes priority over that of a fo
believe abortion should be carried out if it is not nece
¢ 'You shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13 NRSV)

Any additional religions should be accepted.

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (m
relevant reference to scripture.

If only one religious belief is mentioned, maximum 2 mar
scriptural reference

25

b) Aggressive

26

+ Someone is only being kept alive by artificial means
¢ Someone is in great pain

¢ Someoneisinacoma

¢ Someone is unable to do anything for themselves

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
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Question
No.

Answer/Mark Scheme

27

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point (ma

Christianity:
¢ Christians may accept passive euthanasia if someone is
feel that this is the most loving thing to do, and Jesus ta

Muslims:
¢+ Many Muslims oppose the majority of passive euthanas
Muslims believe it is up to Allah to decide when someone

Judaism:

+ Some jews may accept passive euthaﬂ sia if they do n
anything which aldmg life. &

+ Some Jews belleve itis o o .j‘ o femove somethlng ke

alive, butme a5y ~ JLOrs not to administer extra med

belizzn 4 & someone will die very soon.

If only Christianity OR onl/y another religion is mentioned
are not contrasting, maximum 2 marks

28

a) Nirvana

This is a Buddhist concept

29

+ May wish to convert others so they can go to heaven toc
.
¢ May live life to the full, not worried about what will hapg
because they believe they will go to heaven
+ May focus on afterlife rather than human life

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

30

One argument with justification
Different arguments for and against, with justification
OR Several linked, justified arguments for one position

Good, well-justified arguments for and against, linked togethe

Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and agains
linked together and leading to a reasonable conclusion.

[ ¢ People may feel they have no

Points and Justification For ol

+ Some people are brain-dead 274~ * & 1

will never recover; the: ot
prolongmo fk wUd g of relatives

31 1 .fght to dignity; ¢+ TheTen Comma

s e may prefer to die than be killing ‘

 unable to do anything ¢ It may be up to(

hour of death

quality of life and prefer not to ¢ Ifyou allow eutha

live in pain circumstances, thi

¢ It may be more loving to kill ¢ Unless someon

someone / let someone die, than there is a possibi

to let them suffer recover

Accept any relevant point or justification — other religions sh
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