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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching

of AQA A GCSE Religious Studies Component 2: Thematic Studies, Always check the exam board

Theme A: Relationships and Families. All areas of the specification are website for new information,
covered, and questions and activities are included to test knowledge including changes to the
and ability, and to help students to engage with the topics. specification and sample

assessment material.

The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate

concepts. Key words and Bible and Qur'an quotes are included to help students to understand the
material and to further their grasp of the subjects. A brief introduction to the course and answering
exam questions is provided for students at the start, and answers / a mark scheme are included at the
end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or complement to a textbook, as a class text
or for independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific
classroom activity or homework.

This topic involves studying a number of different arguments, ideas and opinions, from different religious
and non-religious perspectives. This should both inform students and develop their thinking, enabling
them to approach issues from different points of view.

This resource focuses primarily on Christianity in line with the specification’s focus on Christianity as the
main religious tradition in Britain today. Where students need to know contrasting religious views on
specific topics, examples are provided from Islam, which we expect to be a common choice, along with
other religious and non-religious views where appropriate.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without
oversimplification, while not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout we
have tried to present all views in a neutral and informative way.

Note: this theme covers several sensitive and potentially controversial issues such as
homosexuality and divorce. It is advised that teachers review these sections before sharing them
with their classes, and warn students about any content which may distress or offend.

Hopefully, this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their
exams. It should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they
want to teach to their class.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other Religious Studies resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 1 0f 40 © ZigZag Education, 2016



Introduction to the Course and How to Ans

This course aims to cover religious and non-religious beliefs, teachings and a
relationships; families; and gender equality — and to assess your understandin
in the world today. The course companion focuses on Christianity in particula
focus on Christianity as the main religious tradition in Britain today, as well as
religions in certain sections. Quick questions also focus on Christianity, but pl

specific religion will be referred to (except in 4-mark questions) and you may

have studied.

This course companion is designed to equip you with the information you ne
knowledge and abmty to answer related questions Not all the guestions and

spend as httle tlr;ne as posssble on the shorter quest;ons to allow I:

yourself more time for longer ones.

For this theme you will get a 1-mark, 2-mark, 4-mark, 5-mark and 12-
mark question in the exam — a few extra marks are given for spelling, —
punctuation and grammar based on the 12-mark question.

Hopefully, this resource will be interesting,
informative, and help you to achieve good
results.

For the 1-mark question, you will be given a

the right answer. Make sure not to fall for

multiple-choice question and you need to choose &

trick questions!

For the 2-mark question you need to give two examples ¢
facts. You do not need to elaborate on these, and do not wi
time giving extra examples, as you can only get two marks.

For the 4-mark question, you will be asked to 'explain’. You need to
and to get full marks you must develop or justify both. So you can thi
a mark per point and a mark for developing each paint. This should s
understand infarmation as well as being able to r
'antrasrmg beliefs —in this case make sure

Mate sure your points are as dlfferent as posable 50 that the person mark
every point/development you make.

The 12-mark question is the longest, and there is a little more to remember. You will
This means giving arguments and justifications for and against the statement (so agr
an alternative point of view). Make sure you have good reasons for all the points you
To get top marks you need to come to a conclusion; picking the most convincing side
arguments you have given!) and saying why you think this is the case. You need to re
you have a lot of different religious arguments, it is a good idea to refer to non-religic
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Sex, Marriage and Divor

Many Christians look to their religion to provide them with moral guidan
teachings regarding marriage and sexual relationships in Christianity. Mag
contraception and divorce are controversial within the religion. .

Keywords:
+ morality — ideas about what is right and wrong 5
+ marriage - a legal joining of two people. In Christianity, this is normally a r
is seen as spiritual as well, -
¢ homosexuality - a sexual orientation where people
¢  contraception — methods which aim to storguss
sexually transmitted infections
¢ divorce - the legal ending f&

attracted to people.
oming pregnanti

ity including Heferosexual and Homosex

Keywords: -
¢ sexuality — sexual feelings and the ability and desire to have sexual relatior::

+ sexual orientation — which sex/gender someone is attracted to :

+ homosexuality — a sexual orientation where people are attracted to people%ﬁé

¢ monogamous - only having one sexual partner, and being faithful to theni:

+ marriage — a legal joining of two people. In Christianity, this is normally a r
is seen as spiritual as well. -

¢ prayer - communication with God

¢ sin-an act against God's will

¢ celibacy - refraining from sexual activity

+ immorality - acting wrongly

+ procreation - making/having children :

+ nuclear family — where two parents live with their biological or adopted ch

¢ morality — ideas about what is right and wrong -

¢  atheist — someone who does not believe in a God or gods 55

¢ humanist - someone who aims to live a good life, without belief in religior::

¢ zina - in Islam, unlawful sexual activity

¢ Qur‘an - the Muslim holy book, which the majority of Muslims believe to b
revealed through the Prophet Muhammad .

¢ hadith - collected sayings of the Prophet Muhammad

¢ shari'ah - Islamic law derived from the Qur'an and the hadith

Sexuality
Sexuality refers to humans'
Someone's sexua

sigs and their ability and desire to
y their sexual orientation: whether they
people of ‘L{; . X ex/gender), homosexual (attracted to people of
bisexual (a-Xggm#d to people of both sexes/genders). Sexuality also involv
sexual identity, such as if they identify as cisgender (the gender they were
opposite gender to which they were born).

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 3 of 40
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Heterosexual Relationships
Christians approve of monogamous heterosexual relationships: relationsh

woman. This is because they believe such relationships were instituted by
and because Jesus emphasised the importance of heterosexual marriages..

KAnd the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman i

man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;

Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” Therefore a man leaves his father

clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And the man and his wife were bo
ashamed.” (Gengsis 2:22-27:NRSV)

1ale and female”, and
sined to his wife, and the two shall

‘... the one who made them at the beginnir:
man shall leave his father and

sections below.

Some Christians believe that it is better to refrain from all relationships — o
Paul, believed that it was better to be celibate and unmarried, to remain n
Christians have agreed with this, and remain unmarried to commit their liv;
join religious orders and become monks or nuns, and in the Catholic Chur:
unmarried and celibate, as they are seen to be married to God.

‘... he who marries his fiancée does well; and he who refrains from marria
(1 Corinthians 7:38 NRSV)

Homosexual Relationships

Christianity
There are various different attitudes to homosexuality and homosexual
relationships within Christianity.

Some Christians, such as Evangelical Christia
wrong in itself, and that if people pra::
homosexual feelings. This i

"khetp them to stop h
thing against homosexuality in

not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.”
{Levilicus 18:22 NRSV)

‘We must not indulge in sexual immorality...” (1 Corinthians 10:8 NRSV);

S

Some other Christians believe that homosexual activity is a sin, but that he
sinful if people control them and do not act on them, because their feeling:
believe people should not have homosexual relationships, or possibly that%?
homosexual relationships.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 4 of 40
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This is taught by the Catholic Church, and also believed by some conserva
Christians. They believe homosexual activity is sinful because it is prohibit
example, in Leviticus — and sexual immorality is prohibited in some New 'E
interpret these references to include homosexual sex. -

The Catholic Church is also against homosexual sex because its position is
be open to the possibility of procreation, and this is not possible with ho
feel that homosexual couples undermine the role of the traditional (heterc
foundation for society.

’... Basing itself on Sacred Scripture, which pre
tradition has always declared that "homosex

the natural law. They close ;,ﬁt of hte " (Catholic Cate

However, somea C
relationsh: I.,:
the Old Te\gu®
the Jewish law. For example, Christians do not keep many Jewish dietary r
which Jews maintain for purity or cleanliness, as Christians feel that they h
Jesus’ death — they may see commandments against homosexuality as rela
morality, and so they would also be redundant in this way.

as mare liberal Protestants are not oppos

Some Christians also feel that love is more important than following rules,
relationships harm no one, so should not be stopped.

Furthermore, there is no record of Jesus condemning homosexuality, and
judge others, and did not always condemn those who had committed sins..
woman in John 8. Some Christians may feel that homosexuality is sinful, b
God, so it is unfair to treat homosexuals badly when no one is perfect.

‘Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Let me take the speck out of your ey
your own eye?” (Matthew 7:4 NRSV) [Jesus on not judging others, when you a;

‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone...” (Joh
that they can condemn an adulterous woman if they themsel:

Christians who accept homosexuality and homosexual relationships may ha
humanists and atheists, while Christians who do n

Islam _
Islam disa ¢} sexual relationships — homosexual activity is sé:
the will of ; tis compulscry to punish homosexual activity, a form of

within Islam. Some Muslim countries, which observe shari'ah law (Islamic
and the hadith (sayings and actions of the Prophet Muhammad)), carry ot
homosexual activity.

‘Of all the creatures in the world, will ye approach males, And leave those who
you to be your mates? Nay, ye are a people transgressing (all Limits)!" (Qt

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 5 of 40
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It is primarily male homosexual activity which is forbidden in Islamic teach

disapprove of male homosexual activity will also disapprove of female ho

While homosexual relationships are condemned within Islam, homosexual
is not forbidden or punishable — Muslim homosexuals are expected to ref

However, some modern Muslims do accept homosexual relationships, and
Muslims and those who want Islam to be more accepting of homosexualiti
non-Muslim countries are likely to be more accepting of homosexual relat;:

social acceptance in these places.

Judaism
Within Judaism, as with Christianitv
Technically, homosexual ac
this in practice

e piohibitions against homosc%::é
able by the death penalty, thoug

J-I}?

Orthodox J S
Orthodox Jews do not view homosexuality itself as sinful, and some Ortho
homosexual relationships which do not involve anal sex and/or sexual acti

Reform Judaism, a more liberal branch of Judaism, is generally much more..

and homosexual relationships. Some Reform Jews feel that prohibitions o
apply, or feel that commandments against homosexuality refer to homose
not to loving homosexual relationships.

Non-religious

i, the strictest branch of Judaism, generally views homos

Some non-religious people also discriminate against homosexual people

wrong. However, many humanists and atheists do not have a problem w:
it is not seen as a sin against God, then they see no reason to treat homos
to heterosexual ones.

Impact and [nfluence
For many years, homosexuality was illegal in the UK, and still is in
some parts of the world, partly due to religious views. However, more
liberal religious and non-religious views have become more popular,
and have been reflected in the law of many countries. re is now a
much more open debate about sexuality, and it acially
acceptable to be homosexual or transa

1) Whictg@¥les .ot a sexual orientation?

\2 M .4

a) Ho™CUsexuality b) Bisexuality ¢) Tensexuality

2) Give two reasons why Christians approve of heterosexual relationship

Now Try This...

3) Explain two contrasting religious beliefs on homosexual relationships,

Christianity and another religion.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 6 of 40
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Sexual Relationships before and outside of Marriage

Sexual relationships within marriage for Christians will be covered later. I~
different views on sexual relationships before and outside of marriage.

Keywords:

+ premarital sex — sex before being married

+ extramarital sex / adultery — sex where at least one of the participants is
the person they are having sex with

¢ open marriage — a marriage where the partners agree they can have sex w

¢ sacrament - a particularly important worship practice.v:nich has even high
such as the Catholic and Orthodoy churches . s

+ denomination - a particular branch v:tiin &

. e.g. Catholicism, Ang

‘Marriage

Christianity -
Many Christians believe that sexual relationships should take place only w
teaching of the Catholic Church, and a more conservative Christian view.
marriage is the time when men and women can be joined sexually, and te
immorality, which some believe to include premarital sex. .

/ ’...the one who made them at the beginning “made them male and female”
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
one flesh”? So they are no longer two, but one flesh.” (Matthew 19

“We must not indulge in sexual immorality...” (1 Corinthian:«%

‘Fornication is carnal union between an unmarried man and an unmarried w
the dignity of persons and of human sexuality which is naturally ordered to
\ generation and education of children.” (Catholic Catechis

However, some other Christians have a more relaxed view to premarital
sex, especially if it is within a committed relationsh! Church of
England accepts fong-term, committed (he? -cofupies having
sexual relationships if this is a ste narriage, because they see
love as the maost importan L important for Christians to love
and accept Cid rtant for there to be love in relationships.

“You shall love vour neighbour as yourself.”
(Matthew 22:39 NRSV)

Some more liberal Protestants do not see a problem with more casual sex
marriage (as long as they are consensual), e.g. one-night stands, or sex ea
did not teach about sexual relationships, other than when talking about m
Christians feel that their sexual life is not of particular concern to God, or r
long as they are not hurting anyone.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 7 of 40
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Islam

Islam prohibits sex before marriage — like homosexual activity, consensual
sex (zina). Premarital sex can be punished by law in some Muslim countri
as bad as adultery.

Many Muslims believe that sex should only take place within marriage bec
forms a special bond between the married couple (this is very similar to trg
also believe that children should be born within marriage, so premarital se
being born outside of a stable and loving relationship.

B e

ut even in liberg
anity.

Some more liberal Muslims will engage in premarital
as much more severe than within liberal brang

Judaism .
Orthodox Judaism ditional/conservative branches of Chrlstlar\=s§
marriage. $5 Uithodox Jews may also avoid any amorous physical .

.
kissing, em{Egue

‘Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife,
one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24 NRSV) This quote is often taken to imply that ses
only occur within marriage. "

Reform Judaism is much more lenient — cohabitation and sex before marr
accepted within Reform Judaism.

Non-religious
Humanists and atheists are likely not to have a problem with premarital s
Some will feel that sex should only take place in committed relationships, 1
personal decision and if someone wants to have multiple sexual partners, 1

R R

Sexual Relationships outside of Marriage
Most Christians disapprove of adultery, also called extramarital sex, whic

married has sex with someone who is not their spouse (husband or wife).
Commandments — important rules in the Old Testament which many Chris:
generally seen to be the opposite of being loving. Most people would not
them, so Christians feel it is wrong to do som swould not want
Rule).

arhimit adultery.” (Exodus 20:14 NRSV) [from the Ten G

el
‘In evo™iing do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the

(Matthew 7:12 NRSV) [The Golden Rule]

Humanists are likely to disapprove of adultery in the sense that they are li¢
on your partner is wrong. However, humanists and atheists may be more :
couple has already split up and is going through the process of getting a ¢
cheating as the problem, rather than the breaking of marriage vows. Som

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 8 of 40
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accept open marriages, where a couple is married, but the partners agreeéj
other people; because both partners agree on this, it may not be seen as ¢

However, many Christians will not see this as acceptable because they beli

relationship and married partners should only have sex with each other. C

is a sacrament, which means that marriage vows are sacred and holy, andi:

as it is a sin to break what is holy.

Impact and infiuence
Christian views on sexual relationships before and outs

marriage do not play a part in the law of the UY _
premarital sex and adultery are both, _there is to sex
disapproval of adultery withi there is still some mo:

S

social stigma around 7 X in conservative communities.

5) Which of these types of sexual relationships always involves cheating .

a) Adultery b) Marriage ¢) One-night stand

Now Try This...

6) Explain two contrasting religious beliefs about sexual relationships bett

referring to Christianity and another religion.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 9 of 40
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Contraceprtion and Family Planning

Different Christians have different attitudes to contraception and family p”
different types of contraception.

Keywords: “
+ contraception — methods which aim to stop someone becoming pregnantéé
sexually transmitted infections
procreation — making/having children
encyclical — an open letter from the Pope to Catholics, instructing them
Humanae Vitae — an encyclical about the importance ¢ life and not using
natural law — rules about morality drawn from % reason .
emergency contraception — contracent: &r sex which may preve§§

* & & o o

Christianity -
Some Christians, such as some Catholics, and evangelical or conservative Ci:
forms of artificial contraception, as they believe that God created sex for tE\
God told humans to have children when he created them, according to the |
Church teaches that all sexual acts should be open to the possibility of new: |
continued the Church'’s stance against artificial contraception in his encycliy.

g

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28

“every action which, whether in anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its acc
development of its natural consequences, proposes, whether as an end or &
procreation impossible” is intrinsically evil” (Catholic Catechism 2370, quo

The Catholic Church also disagrees with contraception because of natural:}
law is that God has shown humans what is right through nature and reaso
how to act. Because sex naturally carries the possibility of producing child
contraception goes against nature, and disobeys natural law.

However, many Christians from other denominatio
Protestant denominations, are not opposed ¢
planning in general, but may approv

Among other things, contraception:
e s likely to improve the health of women (especially in developing cou

constantly have children;
e improves women'’s social position because they can have other roles that
e improves the health of children, because parents will be able to provid
e improves the quality of life for children and parents because people c

when they are able to look after them, provide for them, and when th

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 10 of 40
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Further, in the modern world, many people believe that overpopulation ca:
people want to have fewer, or no, children, this means there is more to go.:
Some forms of contraception such as condoms can also prevent the sprea::

One method of contraception which some Catholics accept is the rhythm
couples try to have sex when they believe the woman is less fertile, loweri
become pregnant. Because this still allows the possibility of procreation, it
family better while allowing that they may conceive at any time, if God wil
approve of artificial contraception are much more likely to use artificial cot
addition, as it is more reliable.

One type of contraception which Christians w?
of is barrier method contraception. <
acceptable because it stop
if it fails, it in no w

able to conceive in the future. Chnst;ans may feel ‘(hls is sensxble if someo:
wants no more children, and does not want to have to worry about contra
object on the basis that Christians could feel called by God to have more ¢
some types of sterilisation can be reversed if necessary. The Catholic Chur;
for the same reasons it disapproves of artificial contraception, though it ac
medical treatment for other reasons; for example, removing the uterus (wc

Many Christians are happy to use hormonal methods of
contraception such as the contraceptive pill; hormonal methods
involve using chemicals to convince the female body not to
conceive, such as by stopping it releasing an egg. Some
Christians, however, will not use such methods, or some such
methods, if there is the small chance that if conception takes
place, the hormones will also likely cause an early abortion -
some Christians feel that this is murder, and murder is
forbidden in the Ten Commandments (see below).

Some Christians will not use the withdrawal method of contraception, wher¢
from the woman’s vagina before ejaculating semen (containing sperm), becat

records that God was displeased and killed him.
withdrawal method which displeased G
have children with his dead brot

h end
This metho\;“conttaceptlon is used after sex, and is desngned to delay the

preventing conception. Some people argue that certain types of emergency.«
potential to change the condition of the uterus, which might mean that an et
implanted — so the embryo would be destroyed. Many Christians believe tha
when the sperm meets the egg and becomes an embryo. These people are i
contraception in case it does destroy an embryo, which should be treated as
teaches not to murder people in the Ten Commandments. Some also believ

souls from the moment of conception.
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[ “You shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13 NRSV) [from the Ten Comir

Some Christians will allow emergency contraception as being the most lov:
circumstances; for example, if a woman was raped.

Christians who are against contraception might argue against those who a
be no need for contraception to stop diseases or pregnancies in unstable i
sex with their lifelong marriage partner. However, this does not answer th
at all, even with their spouse, or those who want a reliable way of limiting ;

have, and of choosing when to have them.

Islam
There is nothing in the

ondemns the use of contraception.
eNCOUrages i -

. 5 . .
Some strict®™viuslims may oppose the use of contraception because of e

have children. The Prophet Muhammad is also said to have encouraged p:
approved of within Islam.

“Your wives are as a tilth unto you; so approach your tilth when or how ye will.. :
sometimes translated as ‘sowing field’ — this quote promotes men sowing their se;

If Muslims disapprove of contraception, it is likely to be on the grounds th

Muhammad have encouraged procreation, and some will also oppose met
could cause an early miscarriage; many Muslims oppose abortion / the des
foetus, as they oppose the destruction of life.

Some Muslims, such as Ahmadiyya Muslims, oppose contraception if it is t
for children — they extend teaching against killing children, which is often
children) and abortion, to contraception — they believe that Muslims shoul
any children he grants them, and that all children should be accepted as a

“Kill not your children for fear of want: We shall provide sustenance for them as

Many Muslims approve of cont
woman'’s health. Allah. i
contracepig- ik

Further, the hadith (recorded sayings and actions of the Prophet Muhamm
was aware of contraception and did not teach against it. One hadith sugg
that if Allah willed the birth of a child then this would happen — so contrac

100% effective and pregnancy will result if Allah wills.
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When contraception is used, Islam teaches that it should be used with thei:

(Islam teaches that sex should take place within marriage), and that cont
to husband or wife.

Judaism

Judaism, like Christianity, believes that having children is important, due tc

to procreate in Genesis. Orthodox Judaism, a stricter branch of Judaism
certain circumstances, such as if the couple are newly married (Judaism e
to remain within marriage) and need to spend time together as a couple

couple already have children and do not want more. Orthodox Jews may ¢

religious leader} about using contraception.

more relaxed about ¢

Reform Judaism, a more liberal branc»
‘ 'or couples to decide for thems

contraception is a more p

Non-religgis
Most athei humanists have no problem with artificial contracepti
believing that sex is at least partly for pleasure, and that there are good

of children people have and for being able to choose when is best to have .
given for allowing contraception above). They may have similar views to .

other religions.

Some may have problems with hormonal methods of contraception wh|ch
with emergency contraception, if they feel that one should not kill humaz:

unborn. However, many will accept all forms of contraception.

Impact and [nfluence

Contraception is freely available in the UK, but people can choose which fc~

depending on their personal beliefs.

Quick Questions

7)  Which of these is a form of artificia/ contraception?

a) Rhythm method b) Condoms ¢) Humanae Vitae

8) Give two reasons why Christians might choose to use contraception,

Now Try This...

9) Explain two religious be contraception. Refer to scr

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 13 of 40
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The Nature and Purpose of Marriage

The Bible contains teaching about marriage, and different church denomi;

about marriage, which may be due to different interpretations of the Bible

of two people, which is also seen as a spiritual union in Christianity.

A

Keywords:

is seen as spiritual as well. :
+ sacrament - a particularly important worship practice which has even hight

such as the Catholic and Orthodox churches
+ monogamous — only having one sexual par**‘*
¢ procreation — making/having child
¢ divorce - the legal ending %

The nature G@Srriage is what marriage /s,

e For some Christians marriage is a sacrament, an important
religious practice, which they believe conveys God’s grace.
This is taught by the Catholic Church, and some other

¢ marriage - a legal joining of two people. In Christianity, this is normally a r*

g faithful to them.

branches of Christianity.
e All Christians believe that marriage is an important commitment, be
to God and to another person about how someone will spend the re
e Marriage within Christianity is monogamous; it is a commitment be
stay faithful to each other.
e Christians believe that marriage is a gift from God.
e  For many Christians, marriage is a union of two heterosexual people ¢
how it is described in the Bible. For more liberal Christians, marriage ¢
between two people of any gender.

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” “For this
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one fleg
two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separa

Many humanists and atheists also get married and value marriage, and
important commitment.

The Purpose of Marriage
Different Christians may thin

e A purpose of

; ifferent purposes:
ristians is procreation and raising a fa

g a good thing /fyou want to have a family, to g2
Begdans think that once married you shou/d have a family ang.
should actively try to have children. This is based on Bible verses sucl’
tells humans to have children. This is taught by the Catholic Church, &

Catholics and some more conservative Orthodox Christians or Prote
e A purpose of marriage for Christians is to allow couples to express |

and support each other through life. This makes marriage important E_

love and friendship play a very large part in their lives.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 14 of 40
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e A purpose of marriage for many Christians is being able to have sex.
relationships as important, and not something to be entered into cas
something which conveys love and commitment. Jesus’ words in Ma
bond between a couple, so sex is significant; therefore, many Christia
sex before marriage, or at least that long-term sexual relationships s
them official. This makes marriage important for Christians as it allo
and commitment to their partner through sex.

e Many Christians see marriage as the foundation for a stable society, a

e Many Christians also think a purpose of marriage is to symbolise the
(represented by the husband) and his church (represented by the wif

because of this; this is indicated in Ephesians 5. arriage represe

“the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the churs}

Humanists and atheists
marriage include having s
for one’s partner, and pro
society. Alternatively, ath
purposes of marriage; for
big wedding, and getting
regards to children) and t

Some humanists and athe
They feel that it is not nec
have children, or to show
significant to them for religious reasons, and they may feel that it is expe
people no longer wish to be together, and have to go through the compl
getting a divorce.

A groom and bride in wedding outfits

Impact and Influence

Many people in Britain get married, and many non-religious people also g:

churches, if they feel that church marriages are special. However, not get
becoming more socially acceptable.

Quick Questions

10) Which of these is not a_ ¢
a) Monogamousi
o __
Q)
d)

he nature of marriage for Chr

11) Give two purposes which Christians believe marriage has.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 15 of 40
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Same-sex Marriage and Cohabitation

Controversial issues for Christians include same-sex marriage and cohabii:
disagree with one or both of these; others see no problem with them, and.:
views in between. :

Keywords:
¢ same-sex marriage — a legal/spiritual joining of two people of the same se
¢ procreation — making/having children
¢ cohabitation - living with a partner unmarried, often in a sexual relationsh

exual) marriage, re

g ality / homasexual re
ioh on Homosexual Relationships above. G
rei.

Reasons for Disapproving of Sam
Many Christians disagree with sa
because they disagree wi
relationshingess

. T . .
To relterate.ap rt from a disagreement with homosexual

relationships for other reasons, including teaching in the Bible, the
Catholic Church disagrees with homosexual sex as it cannot produce childi:
sees procreation as an important purpose of marriage, they are strongly &
this reason.

Even Christians who accept homosexual relationships do not all accept sari
because they feel that marriage is a special institution for heterosexual (og
how it was created by God and described by Jesus. They do not think hun;
ability to change this.

Some also feel that if Christian denominations accept homosexual marria
agree with homosexual marriage will be forced to perform such marriages.;
challenges. .

‘But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” “For this
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one fles
two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.

S

Reasons for Accepting Same-sex Marri
However, some liberal Christians do ac
homosexuality in the section o
has traditionally been bas

& marriages, for the re

discretion).

Many humanists and atheists do not have a problem with same-sex marr:
section on Homosexual Relationships. However, some may feel that marri
heterosexual and religious institution, and should not be widened to inclu

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 16 of 40
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Reasons for Cohabitation
Some atheists and humanists see no need for marriage. They feel that c:

unmarried, often in a sexual relationship —is perfectly acceptable, because
decree that people should get married, and people can live together in |
making public promises and signing pieces of paper. They feel that coha
a stable society, and provide stability for raising a family.

They may also feel that there is no point to marriage and/or that cohabitin
marriage because many couples split up, and having te go through a divo:
and does not help with stability for any children involved.

Most Christians approve of marriage, and
few may prefer the idea of cohabit i
partner, for some of the rg
most importags th;
feel that it{t™
may be eas\u

“matried if they me

n'above and/or because they feel t
hustlans will view cohabitation as a step
10 live with someone before making a life-long co
nancially if a couple cannot afford to get married immed

Some tolerant Protestants have no problem with cohabiting couples and t
it will accept cohabiting couples working towards marriage. -

Reasons against Cohabitation
However, some Christians feel that there are valid religious and

ethical objections to cohabitation:

e The Catholic Church and conservative Christians feel that
sex should only take place within marriage because of
biblical teaching, e.g. Jesus describing marriage as the time
when a couple would be joined physically.

e Being comfortable with cohabitation may mean that
couples move forward too quickly with a relationship which
may then mean they get stuck in an unloving relationship
for financial reasons, or have a more difficult break-up.

e Cohabitation and sex before marriage may be a bad idea if
children are accidentally conceived in an unstable cohabitating reIatiogsi:{

Some atheists and humanists may still think that marri 5 a good idea, t
for stability, and because it requires couples t mitment to e

2004, same 28 couples could get civil partnerships, which are very similar

same-sex marriage has been available in England, Scotland and Wales, thc.

Cohabitation is becoming increasingly popular and increasingly socially
cohabitation now affords couples some legal and financial rights, though

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 17 of 40
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Quick Questions
12) Which of these is not a reason why some Christians disapprove of sam
a) Homosexual couples cannot procreate naturally

i

b) The Bible condemns homosexuality B \

c) Jesus' description of marriage features a man and a woman \\\\

d) Jesus condemned homosexuals \\\ &%
13) Give two reasons why religious couples might cohabit. \\\

14) Give two reasons why Christians may disagree with cohabitation.
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Divorce

As well as teaching about marriage, the Bible also teaches about divorce,
denominations teach different positions, while different Christians have d.:

Keywords:
+ divorce - the legal ending of a marriage

+ sacrament — a particularly important worship practice which has even hig
such as the Catholic and Orthodox churches

+ annulment - the cancelling of a marriage, sayi ng it ne

+  baptism - a sacrament which involves bein
Jesus

¢ remarriage — where peopl
the same person ac

existed

n married before marry other p

Against ¥R e and Remarriage

+ separated - where a couple remain married legally, but do not live togetheég

h, or immersed in:

Some Christians have very strict views when it comes to divorce. The Cat .

divorce, and does not acknowledge legal divorce (so they would see a div
but separated from their spouse). This is because the Catholic Church se
given by God, and Jesus taught that people should not separate what Go
However, Catholics will allow annulments in some circumstances, which s
taken place. This is decided by a Catholic marriage tribunal, and reasons
marriage was never consummated (the couple never had sex), one of the
that (at least) one of the parties was tricked or coerced into marriage. Ho
for adultery or desertion (when one partner leaves the other and refuses

The Catholic Church will not remarry people who are

divorced because they do not accept the ending of the first

marriage, so they view it as adultery: cheating on the . Di
person’s first spouse. A Catholic would have to get a higher than,
century, bu

Catholic annulment and a legal divorce in order to be
remarried legally in a Catholic Church. (Catholics will,

however, remarry those whose spouses have died.)

—

i

.. what God has joined tegether, let no one scpar ate
command us to give a certificate of dismissal an
were so hard-hearted that Moses allows

hey said to him, “

tthew 19:6-8 NRSV)

7" He said to theit
dite your wives, but from th

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 19 of 40
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Reasons for Divorce and Remarrying
While some non-Catholic Christians also hold strict views on divorce, mo

allow divorce in some circumstances. For example, moderate Protestants
circumstances, such as:

e if someone’s spouse committed adultery against them;

e abused them; or

e deserted them.

In these cases, they may feel that the other person broke the marriage vo .

relationship with them is dangerous or practically |mp055|bie Jesus appe
case of unfaithfulness.

.. anyone: Who dlvorce
: sreed woman commits adultery.” (Matthew

‘On the ground of unchastity, causes her 5

Moderate Fw#

above) for divorce. All churches will remarry someone if their spouse has

“... for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forg::

26:28 NRSV)

Remarriage is up to the individual vicar or minister, and some may
not marry those they feel abused a marriage; did not try sufficiently
hard to save a marriage, or have had more than one failed
marriage.

More liberal Christians, such as liberal Protestants, allow divorce for
many reasons, such as if a couple decide that they are no longer in
love. Some such denominations are happy to marry all those who

have previously been divorced, if they believe they are genuinely making t:

tants also believe that God forgives sins and mistakes, an
divorce, but will aliow remarriage in church for those who have had good :

may remarry people who have abused previous marriages if they believe t:

for their mistakes), and may choose to remarry those who have had sever
they believe people always deserve another chance, and lesus taught tha
forgive. .

= . if another member of the church sins
Seven tunes 57" Jesus said to him, “Not seven times
seven times.” {Matthew 18:21-22 NRSV)

‘Then Peter came and <
should I fozgive?

Reasons for remarriage may include:
e Adivorced person falls in love again.

e Adivorced person desires to have a fulfilling sexual relationship an:

they should marry their new partner in order for this to happen.

e Marrying a new partner may provide security for existing children.

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 20 of 40
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Not all Christians have the same perspectives on marriage, as this can be a
Catholics may have more liberal views on divorce than the Catholic Church.
think that their churches are too lenient with accepting divorces and allow;:
opinions on divorce may change depending on their circumstances, and 5(
that people should break their marriage promises to God and their partne:.

themselves if they feel that their marriage has failed.

Non-religious people may feel that getting a divorce in any circumstances i<

longer wish to remain married, as they may see no reason to stick to such

unhappy. Without marriage being a commitment to God/gods, there are n¢

Non-religious people may also have no prob!
new promises.

This does not mea
unlikely tcgged

hat an unhappy couple stay married.
&

Impact and Infiuence
Divorce is becoming more socially acceptable, and most people can obtair

also legal, and there is no legal limit on the number of times someone can

Quick Questions

“religious people are casual about divorce s

15) Which of these is not a reason which people might give for getting a

a) Saving money b) Unhappiness ¢) Desertion

16) Which of these does the Catholic Church sometimes grant /nstead of ¢

a) Remarriage b) Adultery ¢) Annulment

17) Give two reasons why some Christians will allow remarriage.
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Ethical Arguments Related to Divorce

There are various ethical arguments — arguments about what is
right and wrong in particular situations — related to divorce.

Keywords:
+ sanctity — holy, of spiritual importance
+ compassion — showing care for others

Sanctity of Marriage Uows

Catholics, and some other Christians, argue that marr
are sacred; because they are a promise to Go
Because of the sanctity of marriage v U
feel that it is unethical to break "
something holy, somethir

t el

wSben as a sin to break
&3 not want broken.

Therefore, ity
for the cou

b

may feel divorce should not be allowed, becau
.s'oived by Auman standards, it would be wreng in the ey

Commitment
Christians might also argue that divorce is not only a promise to

God, but also a promise to one’s spouse, and allowing divorce at
all, or allowing divorce for any old reason, makes people take
commitment too casually, and creates an unstable society.

twet

However, while these may be reasons for taking marriage seriously, and
a relationship has broken down, those involved are likely to want the cha

Practical
Both religious and non-religious people may feel that there are negative s:

breaking promises to God and/or one’s spouse. People who get divorce
off, and may find it hard to afford living costs on their own. Children of
break-up emotionally tough.

However, some people may feel that unhappy parents divorcing will be
long run, as unhappy parents will also have a negative emotional impact

Compassion
Many Christians allow divarce because they feel that it is the most loving
should treat others as they would wish to be treats feel it is compa
have a second chance, because they believe t oving God, wha |

u would have them do to you; for this is the
(Matthew 7:12 NRSV) [The Golden Rule]

Humanists S athelsts are also likely to feel that allowing divorce is com
be allowed, because it is unfair to make people stay married if they do not

Quick Questions
18) Give two arguments against allowing divorce.

19) Which of these is an ethical argument 7orallowing divorce?
a) Sanctity of Marriage Vows b) Commitment
¢) Remarriage d) Compassion
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Summary for Sex, Marriage and Divorce

¢ Human sexuality is not uniform; people experience different sexual d .
different sexes/genders. Heterosexuality is approved of by Christians,::

i

i \
of homosexual relationships. Some object on biblical grounds, whilez: \\\\
judge others, and accept homosexual relationships. . & \\\

+ Different Christians have different attitudes to sexual relationships. Sc: \x\\\\\\*
relationships should take place within marriage, while others feel that; \\\
acceptable. Most Christians disapprove of adultery / extramarital se: \\i

7//////

likely to have a more relaxed attitude to consensual sexual relationshi
should take place within a committed relationsh! /or that adulter;
to the spouse who is cheated on. -
¢ Different Christians have diffes
not use any artn‘rcnal co
new life, and

\“\

&k\\\\\k\\

s
P,

\\\\\\
-

\\‘\

e

o
-~

\
-

///

B’

contraception and familyi
ng that all sexual activity should
rtumty for procreatlon the Cathollc encyc“

i

V

i,
//

///

¢ Marriage is important within Christianity. It is seen to be an importar;
commitment and, in some denominations, a sacrament. It is viewed a3
gift from God, and some see it as the foundation for a stable society. -
Christian marriage is monogamous and generally heterosexual. It is
entered into for purposes such as procreation, expressing love within.
couple, having sex and because Christians believe that God intended
humans to marry. Non-religious people may also see marriage as \\i\\\\\\
important, though they will not view it as a spiritual commitment. .

¢ Same-sex marriage is controversial in Christianity, for many of the sa \\\\\\\
reasons that homosexual relationships are controversial in general. N
accept cohabitation, and may even favour it over marriage. Some C
cohabitation, but others accept it as a step towards marriage, or have

¢ There are also different Christian positions on divorce and remarriage.
allow divorce, but will allow an annulment in some circumstances. They
divorced, but may remarry those whose partners have died, or those wh
Other Christians may allow divorce in limited circumstances, such as in't
appeared to allow for divorce in this instance. Some are much more len
more reasons. Churches which allow dworce ma :
example, if they fall in love again, want
for their children. Non-religious

o,
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vy to be more relaxed ab

¢ Ethical arguments agai nclude that divorce breaks marria

EE ig
Now Try This... 0g
20) ‘All sexual relationships outside of heterosexual marriage are wrong. EdUCG‘tiOﬂ

statement.

R R R

Argue for and against this statement. You must give religious arguments &
religious arguments. Reach a conclusion which follows from your argumest:
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Families and Gender Equa

Families can be very different from each other in the twenty-first century,
families may differ from non-religious ones. There are also different views
women, and on gender equality, prejudice and discrimination.

Keywords:

¢ role-a part or job carried out =

¢ equality — not necessarily being the same, but being treated with the sameéf
level of authority -

¢ prejudice - a biased belief about someone or

discrimination — treating someone differe

There are va;ious beliefs about the nature of families, and there are man
Some people feel that families make up the basis for a stable society. So
human family reflects the family of God; the family of all Christians througk:

The Role of Parents and Children

Parents and children have different roles in the family.

Parents look after their children, caring for them and
teaching them. This can include providing stability,
protecting their children, and educating them,
sometimes including raising them in a faith (see the
section on 7he Purpose of Families below). Having
brought their children into the world it can be argued
that they have more responsibility to their children
than their children do to them (children do not
choose to be born).

Children obey their parents and learn from them. Christianity stresses th
Children may also look after their parents in their old age, The Greek phi
children do have an obligation to their parents be ir parents rais

G, or this is right. “"Honour your father ary
¢: “so that it may be well with you and you may:
(Ephesians 6:1-3 NRSV) 5

‘Children, obey your
first command
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Different Types of Family

In the twenty-first century there are many different types of family. There
cultures and family circumstances, and also because of changes in society...

nuclear families and extended families in particular.

Type.of Description Possibl
Family

A family unit where two parents .

(traditionally heterosexual) live with family.
Nuclear | their biological children or adopted s Some Christ

children. Some think of this as the
traditional family.

unmarried.
Christians may

A family unit wher
looks atfter ¢

e nuciear family (with
ent). This can be due to the

breakdown,
child, if they
entitled to t
and that pe
they cannot

| relationship between parents, or (in
recent times) where a woman has
become pregnant with donated sperm
or a single person has adopted a child.

A family unit where at least one
member of the couple has children from
a previous relationship. The children,
therefore, live with one parent and one
step-parent, and any children of the
new couple live with their half-sibling(s).
This is a variation on the nuclear family
(as children live with two adults, but one
is not their parent / not the parent of all
children in the family).

a new famil
left them, b
security for
e Some Christ
leaving the
forming new

Blended

A family unit where extra members of
Extended thg family live with parents and their .
children; for example, grandparents or

aunts, uncles and cousins.

Impact and Influence

With people living longer, there h
parents. Some do this by ta
Others may pay for the:

led to a d;vergehce in the types of family which exist in twenty first centur;

Quick Questions

21) Which one of these is not a type of family?
a) Extended b) Doubled ¢) Nuclear

22) Give two roles of children in a family.
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The Purpose of Families

There are various beliefs about the purpose of families.

Keywords:
+ procreation — making/having children

+ faith — belief and trust in something, here in Jesus and God
+ morality — ideas about what is right and wrong 5:
¢ baptism - a sacrament which involves being anointed with or immersed in
Jesus .
+ sacrament — a particularly important worship practic

such as the Catholic and Orthodox churches

sich has even high\;

Procreation , .
Many Christians fe ssnould have a family because God told hum
children ir @k fore, the purpose of having a family is to fulfil

and havingG@iily is important because the family is part of God's plan fe.

[ ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28

As seen above, some Christians, such as Catholics, feel that all sexual acts st
possibility of procreation. Some Christians take this even further — Christi
do not use any forms of contraception or family planning (including natur:
rhythm method), as they believe all children are a blessing from God. They::
anything to stand in the way of God giving them children, and often have v

Some people, including Christians, believe in marriage, but do not feel t
have a family. So not all married Christians feel called to procreation.

Additionally, some couples cannot have children even if they want to due *
conceive) in either or both members of the couple. They may accept rema:
fertility treatment, adoption or fostering. Those who adopt or foster a chil:
purpose is to have children, just not through procreation. Note: while th
all sexual acts shou/d be open to the possibility of procreation, it also acce;
infertile through no fault of their own. It does not condemn such couples, .
they are infertile, and encourages infertile marrie to have a sexua:
teaching does not allow fertility treatme but encourages adc¢

Stability and Protec’
Many peoig-sl: urpose of a family is to provide stability and
grow up ir \;" p1g an safe environment — parents should care for, and
religious and some non-religious people feel that marriage provides the
family for children, as this shows the commitment of a couple to stay tog
disrupting their children’s family unit. Others will disagree, and feel that
married to provide stability for children. They may also feel that differen
parent families, or separated parents who share custody of their children
safe environment for their children.

g

€
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Educating Children in a Faith
Christians may also feel that part of the purpose of a family unit is to

raise children in the Christian faith; the Catholic Church makes the .
couples it marries promise to raise their children in the Catholic faith. s \
The fam.|ly‘|s, ‘therefore, |mpo‘rtant as a place for Ifearnlhg about God \\\\
and Christianity. Most Christians also feel that it is their responsibility to b \\\\
educate their children in other respects and many non-religious people \\\\\ &
also see the family as important in the moral education and general \\\
. : . - . f S

education of children, but without the focus on religious education.

.1

B
Many Christian families get 'gh‘eir children baptised, 1o §\\\\\\\\
makln? a commitment to raising them as L §
|r|1 the faith. hBaptism siso symbolis \\\\\\\i\\\%
a te.rnat;ve t iy may de B -
5|rT1|Iar to bapias U oy,
child(ren) : \\ \

/f//

[ e \

“And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the di \\\Q
the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4 NRSV)

o,

o
-~

////////
4 Ay

Other Purposes of Families
e People may feel that it is a personal choice to have children, and tha

fulfilling the desire of parents to have children. \\\\\\\\\g
e Some people feel that a purpose of having a family is so that you ha \\\\
your old age, and that families are important for this reason. Others \\\\
to have a family, but they may agree that families are important becau
i
often support each other. : \\\
Quick Questions
23) Give two reasons why Christian parents may get their children baptis
24) Which of these is not a purpose of the family for Christians?
a) Procreation
b) Being baptised
¢) Stability and protection of children
d) Educating children in the faith COPYRIGHT
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Contemporary Family Issues

There are many different contemporary family issues for different types of

Keywords:

may not be biologically related to her.
+ polygamy - the practice of having multiple spouses

Same-sex Parents

¢ same-sex parents — parents of the same children who are both of the sams:
+ surrogacy — where a woman is pregnant with a child for another person/cG:

Type of
Family

Some Christians ar
wish to provide a |
Bend ild; | ¢ Christians who disa
Wone member of a lesbian disapprove of hom
relationship could have become children together b
pregnant with donated sperm; or homosexual relatio

Same—sex
Parents

one member of a male gay children. Equally, sot
relationship could have fertilised should have example:
a donor egg. upbringing.

Same-sex parents may face issues around actually having children —
they cannot procreate naturally. Same-sex adoption is legal in the UK,
but has not always been. There are also regulations surrounding other
ways to have children, such as surrogacy. In the UK it is illegal to pay
surrogates more than fair expenses to have a baby, and the surrogate
has rights as the child’s mother until she signs an agreement after birth;
there is nothing to stop her choosing to keep the child.

Same-sex parents may also have issues being accepted. Religious
people may disapprove, and families traditionally have parents of both
sexes/genders, so same-sex parents are a relatively new concept for
society. However, acceptance is growing for same-sex parents.
Celebrities such as Elton John have raised the profile of
parenthood.

Further down the line, the ch
children) may wish- :

Polygamy=*"

Polygamy is marrying more than one person. Polygamy is not legal in th\

parents {and indeed any ad .
orog:cal parents, which may be hard for th

recognise some polygamous marriages performed elsewhere. Christians ¢

though it is not forbidden in the Bible; the Church has traditionally taugh
between two people and God. There are different approaches to polyga
cultures, e.g. some interpret the Qur’an as allowing Muslim men to marry
the Muslim holy book, which the majority of Muslims believe to be the li
revealed through the Prophet Muhammad.
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There are different types of polygamy, e.g. polyandry is where one woman%f
polygyny is where one man marries multiple women; and in group marriay
men and women, either all married to each other, or married to different cc

N s
the group. %
group w&x&

i
s

P

“

|

e

Negative family issues from polygamy:

e Polygamy can result in jealously of spouses, if they feel left out and

e Children may see their parents less if one of their parents has severa
more people in the family (spouses and children), and so less quality

o If polygamous relationships break up, children may face separation frc

e

rent figures. - 5
parent figures - | @\\\\\\
e  Polygamous families may have fewer ons in some instang: §\ &
. . . . E ks i
e asecond or third spouse me: vétegal rights if a spouse die. e
that the union is v gnised) - -
e anongbiols ‘Atin a group marriage scenario may not ha R
w save helped to raise i |
3 S
Positives for polygamous families: - s
. L S
e Polygamy may mean that children have the support of more parent fi¢ i

i
e  Families with multiple wives can increase the number of children in a

and families with multiple husbands can decrease the number of child
this is desired (while still providing loving and stable relationships).

W

=¥

Other Contemporary Family [ssues St

e Single-parent families mean that some children grow up with only == s
one parent. In the majority of single-parent families, this does not \\\\\\
a.ffect the child ne.g.atively. However, there may pe issues V\{ith \\\\\\\\ﬁﬁi
single-parent families; for example, if the child still sees their other
parent, there may be disputes about custody.

e In blended families, there can be issues between step-parents, and
stepchildren, and it can prove difficult if they do not get along.

e In the twenty-first century it is extremely common for both parents i
parent in a single-parent family to work, meaning that they have to ju;
commitments.

i,

y

g

e

7

2

Quick Guestions

25) Which of these is the term for marrying oie person? . COPYRIGHT
a) Polygamy ¢) Procreation PROTECTED
26) Give tigm ame-sex parents may face.
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The Roles of Men and Women

Some Christians see different roles for men and women in the family, and i

Keywords:

¢ role-a part or job carried out

¢ equality — not necessarily being the same, but being treated with the same :
level of authority

+ ordained - the word used to describe someone who is a member of the cIe
who has had training and has authority to perform services and administer =

¢ apostles — Jesus' disciples after his death, who spread Christianity -

+ apostolic succession - the belief that priests in ce nominations can\
Jesus and his disciples and that this is imoo: -

The Roles of Men and
Many Christiagat

ihe Family
oles of men and women in the family are

For examy. I;‘ fer to the Ephesians, St Paul writes that husbands ar
the same w Wit Jesus is the head of the Church. This indicates to some
subordinate to, or inferior, less important, than men, and are under their a.
charge of their wives, then the husband’s role in the family is to lead, and t
Note: St Paul’s teaching does not suggest that husbands can abuse their p
love their wives as they love themselves.

‘Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the }
Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Saviour. Just as the ch
so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their husbands... Each of you, howev
as himself, and a wife should respect her husband.” (Ephesians 5:22-24

Some Christians also justify different roles for men and women by using Gene
man was made before woman, this shows men to be more important, and as
for man, wives should serve their husbands. The woman also tempts her hus
forbidden fruit, and some use this as an indicator that husbands should not f

“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will mz
partner.”” (Genesis 2:18 NRSV)

Important women in the Bible are often important as wives and mothers;
Mary is important to Christians because of her role 2 mother. This
may lead some Christians to feel that it is i women to be

wives and mothers, and see this

However, some othz s have argued that men and women

’ “roles in the family. They may disregard the
lin Ephesians because it was originally a letter to a
small group “of Christians; not intended to teach Christians several
thousand years in future. Equally, they may claim that St Paul was just a
human and humans make mistakes; what he believed may not have
been what God wants for the family. Indeed, there is no record in the
gospels of Jesus claiming that women should have different roles from
men in the family. In Luke 10:38-42 Jesus encourages a woman called Mar::

teaching rather than helping her sister Martha with the traditional female r¢:

E%
=
T
T
N
)
EY
B
)
B
Y
3
3
2
X
X
A
Q
N
N
N
N
N
)
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‘But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “La
my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need ¢
has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”” (Luke

Furthermore, it can be argued that the word for ‘helper'in - =-=----
Genesis 2 is also used on several occasions in the Old
Testament to describe God, and, therefore, if a wife is her
husband's helper, this in no way makes her less important than
him; it would actually indicate that the role of helper i e
important.

m
e
oy
D
wn

Christians who think that men an have different roles in t
from wives, and fathers ¢ k mothers — might try to argue that b

there are nXW®&ny psychologlcal dtfferences between men and women wi
that any differences between men and women can be explained environm
prepare them differently, expecting them to perform different roles.

Many modern humanists and atheists may see no reason for different rol
family; they see them as equal.

Some atheists may believe there should be gender roles within a relations
grown up in a male-led society, but this is not because they think God/goc
different roles.

Other Roles of Men and Women
Other than having different roles in the family, some Christians feel that Wom\:g

other roles men can, and should not be ordained as priests, e.g. conservative::
and the Catholic Church. This is partly due to the teaching of St Paul in the N
due to the fact that Jesus and his 12 disciples were male. The Catholic Churc
traditional — that Catholic priests can trace themselves back to the original ap:

T permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a man...” (1 Timoti:

‘... women should be silent in the churches. F
subordinate, as the law

However, other Christians, £
roles as men e[

Quick Questions
27) Give two reasons why some Christians feel that men and women shou
in the family.

28) Which of these is a role which a Catholic woman cannot perform?

a) Wife b) Mother ) Priest
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Gender Eaquality

There are different opinions about gender equality within Christianity an

Keywords:
¢ equality - not necessarily being the same, but being treated with the same :
level of authority -

Those who do not support different roles for men and women in the fami .
ordination, may feel that giving them roles based on gender does not sh
genders. While equality does not necessarily meag ki reated the sam
same respect, many feel that if women a erior to men, or mad
not allowed to be priests, they arz: treated with the same respec

A counterargument is that those who t
differently within Christianity claim that
equal. Therefore, if men and women a
different treatment and different roles
They argue that God created male and
different purposes, and if humans treat
this, they cannot be treating women un
For example, they feel that Mary, the mg:
regarded, especially in the Catholic and
way seen as unequal to men though shi

However, Christians who feel that givin
roles makes them unequal, and who be
should be treated equally, claim that gi
An image of Mary, Jesus roles is not in the spirit of Christianity.
mother, with Jesus teachings of the Bible are about love, ai:
women equally, and that they have equal roles in the family and elsewher
men and women equally, and if he sees them as no different (Galatians 3:
treat them differently either. In Genesis 1 there is no mention of man bei
of them both being created at the same time in the image of God. This d
different roles, but that they are both equal. The Bible shows that Jesus ha:
spoke to women and treated them kindly, such as the Samaritan woman i
in Mark 7, who other Jews would not have had cort

‘So God areated hun age, in the image of God he created them;

arcated them.” (Genesis 1:27 NRSV)

Yo longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (G

Christians have also argued that biblical teaching must be understood in t
written, and what may have been good teaching at the time, about wives
speaking in church, etc. in a male-dominated society, is out of date in the i
longer relevant.
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Some Christians and atheists/humanists who think men and women shot
society, and not have different roles, may still accept that men and womer:
roles in the upbringing of small children. There are certain roles which dift
for example, men cannot breast-feed, and women can. However, they ma
how the couple divide up parenting responsibilities and an individual’s ch¢
their lives. For example, if parents are trying to take equal responsibility, t
his fair share of looking after his child, as well as the mother, even if not al
divided equally.

Gender equality is in many ways a relatively modern concept, which has d
hundred years. It was not until the twentieth centun;
men, such as being able to vote — women suc;
this. The First and Second World :
significant parts in contrib
Christian grougs, '
Christian (s

: the suffragette
d to calls for female equ
effort and maintaining the coun
akers, were ahead of their time in promot
'fjecome more gender-equal in line with modern so¢:

Quick Questions
29) Give two reasons why Christians feel that men and women are equal. :

30) Which of these quotes tells of God creating men and women in his im.

a) Genesis 1:27 b) Galatians 3:28 ¢) Ephesians 5:22
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Gender Prejudice and Discrimination

Gender prejudice is where someone thinks that women or men cannot o
or are different in an inferior way because of their gender. Gender discrint
prejudice is put into practice, and someone treats someone differently be
allowing them to do certain things, or making them do certain things. Th
gender often see women as inferior to men, and gender discrimination is
women; however, it can also disadvantage men. Gender prejudice and di

Keywords:
+ prejudice - a biased belief about someone or a arg
+ discrimination — treating someone differer,

iny because of prej

Opposition to Ge € and Discrimination

As seen abh e ~ believe that Jesus treated women well, ang
‘ e efi; he died to save everyone. Mareover, some early Chr
not view mett and women differently, and many Christians believe this tod:;

prejudice and discrimination on the basis of gender are wrong.

[ ’... there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus’

Examples of Christian opposition to gender prejudice and P
discrimination include the Christian denomination the Quakers, \\

who aim to treat men and women equally. They have allowed
women to speak at Quaker meetings from the beginnings of the \
movement (in the 1600s), giving them equal status during worship. \\\§

N
Several other denominations have also allowed women to become \§
vicars and bishops in recent years, allowing women to perform the

same roles as men on an equal footing — not believing they should \\\\\5
not, or preventing them, because of their gender. In the Church of \%\\
England, women have been able to become priests since 1993, and \
bishops since 2014.

Christians have also worked against gender prejudi
discrimination in other areas outside of the chi
have worked to help the (female) victir: tic abuse by
supporting refuges. They have
trafficked {moved)
to existing ‘ urking with charities; some Christian
charities wfgze¥end inequality against women. Some Christians have als
issues relating to discrimination against women. This is becaming more ¢
that women have political rights. A contemporary issue which Christian w
the Tampon Tax — whether women should have to pay taxes on necessary

Id as sexs

g
o3

Most humanists will think that it is wrong to have prejudice, or to discrin.
because humanism promotes equality. They will have views similar to libé
atheists will also agree.
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Examples of Gender Prejudice and Discrimination
However, it can also be argued that some Christians are prejudiced

based on gender, and discriminate based on gender. It can be
argued that this is done by Christians who think there should be, and
implement, different gender roles in the family; and by Christian
denominations who will not allow women to perform certain roles,
such as becoming a priest in the Catholic Church (see the sections on
The Roles of Men and Women and Gender Equality).

Such Christians and denominations claim that the Bible provides reason

Christians 5> . ciieve that there are valid reasons for discriminating
are unlikely\e able to convince non-religious people of their points o
what they believe God wants, and some of the ways they discriminate are

biological differences which (may) exist between women and men.

However, some atheists in societies which have been traditionally male-lec
women and discriminate against them for social or cultural reasons. There
discrimination in everyday British society today, e.g. women are paid, on a\.

Other examples of gender discrimination include being refused jobs, expet:
given different legal rights (including child custody arrangements, or acces
While these shou/d not occur in the UK, there are still countries where the}
countries such as Iran, women must wear headscarves in public.

Debate

Some non-religious people and Christians will argue that gender prejud
wrong; however, there are some biological differences between men and
prejudiced to believe, for example, that men are generally stronger than
something heavy, for example, because of this.

n equal society.

31) Which or"hese is an example of gender discrimination?
a) Giving both genders equal education
b) Men beating women in a race
¢) Hiring a woman because she is the better candidate for a job
d) Not letting women be priests

32) Give two ways that Christians have opposed gender prejudice and dIS\
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Summary for Families and Gender Equality

.

Christians may feel that families provide a foundation

for a stable society and reflect the family of God.
They may feel that parents and children have
different roles; parents raising their children, and
children obeying their parents. There are many
different types of families, such as nuclear families
(parents with their children) and extended families
(where there are additional relatives living with a
nuclear family).
Many Christians feel that the purposes of§
include procreation, stability an«
children, and educatin 1

{ e faith.
@s'include same-sex parents and polygamy
and being accepted in society, among others.

among other issues,

Some Christians believe that men and women should have different rolej
due to passages in Ephesians and at the start of Genesis. They may alsoéi

should have different roles in other respects, e.g. women should not b
that such biblical teaching is outdated, and that it is not loving to give
Christians who feel men and women should have different roles ma
equal before God. Other Christians believe that giving men and wo

them unequally, but that the Bible teaches that men and women are e

matter, so humans should not treat them differently.

Different Christians have different positions on gender prejudice and

Christians believe these are wrong, and many denominations allow n;

the same roles. Christians have also campaigned for and worked tows
end of prejudice and discrimination. However, other Christians do dis:

some ways, because they believe they should not carry out all the sarr

people, especially humanists, are likely to oppose gender prejudice ai:

non-religious people may still be prejudiced or discriminate because ¢

iousy, less time with parents for children, and fewer legal:

S

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 36 of 40

S
-
\\\\

\\

&

\\\
‘\\

\\\

&\\\\\%

s
R,

\\\\\\
-

\\‘\

o
\\\\\\

-~

\
-

\\\\\

\\\\

W/

////

Py,
2

P
e S

o

9
//

W
i

//

////////,

-
4 Ay

///,;/‘%,

/

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

03

Education |




m
Remember! s
Always check the exam board website for new information, including changes t b \
assessment material. \\\\
. . \\ \\
Sex, Marriage and Divorce
.
- \\
Question , .
Number Answer/Mark Scheme § i\ .
; &
1 ¢} Tensexuality
R
2 = They believe God instituted them w techumanity. §\\ \\
e Jesus spoke in favour of them \\\ §
s ‘ -
Acc.ep.t a.ny correct poin t {maximum 2) *\M
3 Christianity: &
s _Ch ; they do not need to follow all of the Jewish law g R
2\ from sin, so some feel that prohibitions of homosexuality ats @\\\\\\
at homaosexual relationships are fine. \ \\%
WS Chrristians believe that fove is the most important thing, because of tea St
Golden Rule, and so some accept homosexual relationships to be lovin R \\
e  Jesus taught people not to judge others, so some Christians may not jusy \\\§
relationships negatively because of this.
. Homosexuality is forbidden in the Bible, e.g. in Leviticus, and in teachin \\\\\\\
immorality, so some Christians feel that homosexual relationships are w § W
e Some Christians feel that homosexual relationships are wrong because § §
cannot procreate naturally, and this is the purpose of sexual relationshi \%\\\\\\\\\\
told humans to multiply. o .
&
\\\\\\\\\
Islam: e \\
. Homosexual relationships are wrong because they are unnatural and g \\\>
Allah.
i
. Homosexual activity is forbidden in the Qur'an and other Islamic teachity \\\\\\\
punishable by death, so homosexual relationships are wrong.
Judaism:
. Some Jews accept homosexual relationships, as they feel they do not n
prohibitions against homosexuality in the Bible.
. Some feel that those prohibitions no longer apply because they were n
loving homosexual relationships, which are acceptable.
Any additional religions should be accepted.
Accept any relevant point
1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed ale aximum 4)
If onfy Christianity OR onfy another religios: OR the two beliefs COPYRIGHT
contrasting, maximum 2 marks
4 o  The Ten Command {tery. PROTECTED
5
6 C_hnst;anlty 19
e Jesus taught that a physical union of men and women occurred within
Christians believe that having sex before marriage would be wrong. 09
e Christians may feel that sexual relationships before marriage are a bad Ed 7 t
could lead to children being born in an unstable relationship. ucation
e Some Christians believe that sexual relationships before marriage are a
are a step towards marriage; the Church of England accepts such relati
e Some Christians feel that any consensual sexual relationships before m
acceptable, as they may feel that sexual relationships are a personal de
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Question

Number Answer/Mark Scheme

Islam:

e Sex before marriage is generally disapproved of as it is forbidden in t
to be against the will of Allah.

. Muslims believe that sex is something special for married couples an
make sure that children are born within marriage.

T

N

R
e
‘:';\\ =
& oy
\\\\@\

&

H

=

Judaism:
e  Orthodox Jews will generally not have sex before marriage because t
reserved for marriage from biblical teachings such as Genesis 2:24.

y

"

. Oaf'thodoxJ‘ev?/s may go as far as to avoid other contact, such as kissin §\\\\\§\\\§

prior to marriage. \\@\\\\\\

. . : 5=

Any additional religions:should be § \\\\%

Accept any relevant paint, m\§

1 mark per simpla . sper developed point (maximum 4) e

: lyanother religion is mentioned OR the two belie A

imum 2 marks M

7 L
8 W& There is no teaching against contraception in the Bible.

e  They might want to have fewer children so they can look after them
e  They might want to choose when to have children.

Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

9 Against:

o
.

e  The Catholic Church teaches against contraception because they beli § )
sex so that humans could reproduce. % @\‘\
. ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28 NRSV) e,

%,

e The Catholic Church teaches against contraception because it feels th
Law, because preventing conception during sex is not natural.

e Some Christians disagree with some hormonal methods of contracep
may cause miscarriages, and this may be seen as murder, which is for
Commandments.

. You shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13 NRSV) [from the Ten Command

i

-

=
i

For:

e  Catholics allow the rhythm method of contraception, because it still a
possibility of conception.

. Many Christians accept the use of contraception because there is not
forbidding it; they may want to plan the number of timing of their ch
improve the health of women...

Accept any relevant points and reference to scripture

1 mark per simple point, 2 marks per developed point {maximum 4), 1 mar

reference to scripture.
If onlyone religious belief is mentionad, maxim
16 d) Procreation ' CO PYRIGHT
11 . Procreation
+  To have a sexual PROTECTED
. To sho
A

12 Jeius condemned homosexuals
g #: Jesus said nothing about homosexuality and did not condemn hom
13 s They want to check that their relationship is strong before getting m
e  They want to live together, but save money before paying for a wedd
e  They feel that love is the most important thing.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
14 e They may feel that sex should only take place within marriage.
e  They may feel that accepting cohabitation can lead to people becom
soon, which can lead to messy break-ups.
e  They may feel that if people have children while cohabiting, this is no
a family as marriage.

'9

o3

Education
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Question

Answer/Mark Scheme

Number
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
15 a) Saving money
16 ¢) Annulment
17 e Christians will allow remarriage if someone’s spouse has died.
e Christians may allow remarriage because they believe they should forg
making mistakes, and give them another chance. &
e Christians may feel that it is compassionate to allow remarriage, as the),.é
others as they would like to be treated, and they might want to remarrg,ﬁ
death of a spouse if they were in that position.
Accept any relevant point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
18 ) Ma‘rriage vows are sacred, and it is a‘sin to mething sacred

19

20

‘OR‘SeveraI linked, justified arguments for one pos:tncn

Good, well-justified arguments for and against, linked together

Very well argued. Well-justified arguments for and against, linked together é
leading to a reasonable conclusion

Points and Justification for: Points and Justification a
e  God instituted marriage for heterosexual e If you do not believ.
couples to have sex within. there is no reason
e Jesus implied that sex should take place outside of marriage::
within heterosexual marriage. homosexual sex.
e The Catholic Church believes that all sex e  Jesus never said an
should be open to the possibility of against homosexua
procreation and homosexual sex is not; premarital sex.

and it may not be a good idea to have e  Teaching against h¢
children outside of marriage, as this is a Bible is outdated.
less stable environment for them. e Jesus taught to trea;

would like to be tre:
others, and saying 1
relationships are wr:
others well / loving
e  Jesus taught not to
is wrong to make s
If couples have sex
married, this may h
if they want to be tc:
hefore getting marr
pecple can take ma

e  The Bible teaches against sexual
immorality, and sexual relationships
outside of heterosexual marriage may be
believed to be sexually immoral.
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Families and Gender Equality

Question Answer/Mark Scheme
Number S
"
;; b) 1I?oul;led t x\\\\?\g\\&\\\
. 0 obey parents i
yP A

e  To learn from parents

Accept any correct point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

23 e Tointroduce them to the family of Christianity.

. To make a commitment to raise them in the Christian faith.
Accept any correct point, 1 mark per point {(maximum 2)

g

=

S

24 b}  Being baptised § \§§
Note: This may take place as part of educating a ¢ the Christian faith \@\

25 a) Polygamy : % B

26 »  They cannot procreate na

» society, especially the religious. P

N

f

27 i85 that women shoutd obey their husbands, and that

i
i

ve tempted Adam, and some Christians feel this means that women
' men.

P

. . . . N
e  Women in the Bible are often important as wives and mothers, e.g. M " \\\\\\\k\\\
S
Jesus. S
Accept any correct point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)
28 c) Prlest. . . \%\\%\\\\\\
29 e  The Bible teaches that both men and women were created in the imag ‘%\

e

K

gender does not matter within Christianity.

e  The Bible teaches love, and many Christians feel that God would not
treated people unequally.

Accept any correct point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

i,

%

i

s

30 a)  Genesis 1:27 i
31 d) Not letting women be priests i
32 e Denominations such as the Quakers have always treated women equ i

denominations such as the Church of England now allow female vica
e  They have campaigned against gender prejudice and discrimination,
Tampon Tax.
e  They have given money to charities which help disadvantaged women
Accept any correct point, 1 mark per point (maximum 2)

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

og

Education

GCSE AQA A Course Companion: Component 2, Theme A Page 40 of 40




