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This resource covers the A Level Year 1 OCR Religious Studies specification for
Component 2: Religion and Ethics with the following content:

Teacher’s Introduction

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material,

Normative Ethical Theories: Religious Approaches
1.1 Natural Law
1.2 Situation Ethics

Mormative Ethical Theories
2.1 Kantian Ethics
2.2 Utilitarianism

Applied Ethics
3.1 Euthanasia
3.2 Business Ethics

The resource is split into the following sections:

1.

Three A3 topic summary sheets labelled: B ‘
These sheets are intended as a summary of the key materaai in each topic focusing on the main points rather
than the detail, so that all important areas are covered without going inta too much depth,

Six A3 subtopic summary sheets labelled @ to@ covering every subtopic. This presents information on
the topic revision sheets, but with additional detail to provide more depth for further insight.

Six A3 subtopic activity sheets labelled to. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides
write-on activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 subtopic sheets
themselves, but are also provided in a separate answer document {see section 5}). Exam-style questions,
modelled on those found in the A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: =i
Boxes are provided for notes on these, though students should write full answers on additional paper.

Ad answer pages. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendby, OCR-style mark schemes are also provided
for the exam-style guestions.

The A3 summary and activity sheets can be given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
to revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
1o help the students engage with the information in a productive way.
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Answers

A} telos B} reason
B} eudaimonia E} primary
€} Aguinas F}  sacondary

Students might write the following:

@  Primary precepts - fundamental principles of natural law which cannot be
for secondary precepts.

&  Secondary precepts - rules which are developed from the primary pracept:
primary precepts to specific real-world contexts.

Students might write the following:

Human law, in Aquinas’ thought, refers t
human beings can or cannot legallv.d
place and situation.

principles which govert
tural law is unchanging, hu

fos6wing: :
ffect holds that a foreseen bad consequence does not m;
sequence is not intended and the overall result is good. & classi
attacker¥®¥rself-defence. Aquinas himself discussed this case and reasoned that &
individual to kill in self-defence as long as that individual’s intention is to presey
away another's. 5

Students misht
The degis i

Students might write the following:

i} Human beings have no clear purpose that can be derived from reasoning on
and activities of human beings indicate the oppaosite: that human beings hav
reduced to a single idea. It might even be that the existentialist mantra is rig
essence,

ii} Agquinas’idea of human beings having a telos rests on his beliefs in God. H
propose moral ends that do not cohere with his system of natural law, pr
to give human beings an objective purpose. Whether it be utilitarianism o
ethics can have a telos without human beings themselves having a specifi

Students might refer to the following ideas in their answers:
Assess the helpfulness of the primary precepts in moral decision-making
"The primary precepts are helpful in moral decision making.’
e One of the strengths of natural law theory is that it Is objective - there is little
are set and do not change depending on viewpoints. Actions are considerad t
emphatic clarity. This means there is clear moral guidance given by principle
»  However, there is a degree of flexibility to natural law, through modern d
such as Bernard Hoose’s proportionalism. This means that the primary p
applied to complex ethical dilemmas with room for discussion and nuanc
#  The primary precepts appeal to conmmon aspects of human nature and so
command to preserve life is one that human beings can naturally underst
counter-intuitive commands to do something that transgresses our comm
¢  The doctrine of double effect gives good guidance at to do when the
one is able to reason through the problem isnot an issue if two

“The primary precepts are not
e  The primary precent

moral guidance from the primary precepts.
e  The primary precepts do not help with complex moral decision-making.
useful in some circumstances, it relies on an intuitive moral assessment o
draws on an understanding of good or bad not given by the principles of 1
[ Other systenss of ethics, such as situation ethics, utilitarianism and Kantian
guidance given by their key principles. This shows that the primary precept:
aren’t as comprehensive as their competitors nor are thay able to help inma
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D} Agape
Agape is at the centre of Fletcher’s situation ethics. He argued it was the centr:
taught by Jesus during his ministry. In fact, Fletcher claimed that Jesus oppose
belief of his persecutors. This means that even if a moral decision appears to v
long as it demonstrates love then it is morally good.

3. Students should define the terms similarly to the summary sheet, as listed bel

e  Pragmatism: Moral demands should be practical and achieve the intende

e Relativism: All situations should be assessed on how best to demonstrate
moral laws which use the word ‘never’ or ‘always’.

#  Positivism: Being able to say that ‘God is love’ on the b

moral agent has to decide, through their faith in G

»  Personalism: Demands that the needs and

laws.

is of faith, notrea
tlove is the most

4. a. Students should give a
detall a scenari

assassination could arguably be a loving act in the right context.

5. Fletcher argued that legalism was too restrictive. It did not allow people to use
reasoning to evaluate the right action in an ethical dilemma, nor did it allow fo
response to difficult moral circumstances. However, Fletcher also argued that
People need a core set of moral principles to appeal to during moral decision-n
consistently right.

6. Students might write the following:

i} Agape love is too vague a concept to be useful in moral decision-making.
some insight into how love relates to justice and equality, this does not hel
it should he quantified exactly in ethical dilemmas. :

ii) The six propositions can occasionally be confusing in their application. For
that feelings should not enter how we decide upon the demonstration of o
understand how love relates to concepts such as friendship. There are ma
the six propositions hinder more than help moral decision-making.

7. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers, :
‘Situation ethics is too subjective to give good moral guidance.” Discuss, {4
‘Situation ethics can give good, objective moral guidance.’

e  The concept of agape love, although difficult to initially understand, can b
dilemmas. Even if it is hard to give an exact definition or guantification, a
actions which are loving and unloving without too much difficulty.

e  Situation ethics is by its nature somewhat flexible. If there is no easy mor
always because the ethical system is toc subjective but that the situation
guidance isn’t always simple to discover.

#  Fletcher’s four working principles and six propositic:zgo a long way ta h

in practice. They help explain not only agoo method for choos
concept of agape love relates to oth tical concepts such as COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

Almost any action can be reasened to be loving by a moral agent if they a
means it is impaossible to stop potential abuses of situation ethics by imm

e  The six propositions don’t help to explain how agape love is related to othes .
friendship or romantic love. This means that situation ethics can potential ‘ EdUCGtiQﬂ
guidance that asks us to consider strangers above friends and relatives wh 1 e
value of culture and community,

@  There is too strong a burden of calculation in situation ethics. No one can
actions demonstrates love in a reasonable time frame without resorting tc
Fletcher rejects.
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6.

Kant believed that reason was central to ethics. A duty is not only discoverable §
reason is the only foundation for an ethics that is universal and absohite.

Students should be able to communicate the ideas from the course in their owni

s  First Form: This is sometimes known as “The Formda of the Universal Law
agents should act only in ways that can be universalised as a coherent, non:

s«  Second Form: This is known as “The Humanity Formula’; it refers to how
treated as ends, not mere means.

¢  Third Form: This is known as "The Kingdom of Ends Formula’; it refers to
an ideal moral society, where everyone acts rationally and treats each oth

Students might write the following:

A perfect duty is one that a moral agent is alw.
binding at all times. An 1mperfect duty is
circumstances are right, as its

oiabey, as its univer
agent is ordy practic
1 does not produce a law that is b

Students might writ
Free Willegigan.
and bef

respon

r his system of ethics to be meaningful, moral age
&) Iree moral choices. Without this possibility, it is not possi
their actions, meaning that they cannot possess real duties.

Students should give examples that appropriately fit the ideas of Kantian ethics
inquiring murderer. If it is acceptable to He to save the life of another human be
imperative is wrong and consequences do matter. Another example is the trolle
acceptable to commit murder to save a greater number of lives, this also raises
Kantian ethics.

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.

Assess the claim that the categorical imperative is too abstract to offer m

decision-making. {40 marks)

"The categorical imperative is too abstract to offer meaningful guidance.

e  The categorical imperative struggles to give meaningtul moral guidance i
situations. It is only good at providing broad principles that aren't always

e  The categorical imperative can easily generate trivial or meaningless rule
guidance. This is because the first formulation and the test of universality
action but an ideal, non-real world of moral agents.

e  The categorical imperative fails to consider the importance of consequen
inquiring murderer demonstrates that the material consequences of actio
rightness of an action, not just whether it follows a particular rule set by ¢

“The categorical imperative is not too abstract to offer meaningful guidance’

#  The different formulations of the categorical imperative each help explain
formulated and applied. Whether law can be universalised is not the only
is right or wrong.

e  The second formulation helps moral agents understand on a day-to-day b
or wrong, as the command to treat people as ends is eegily understood ang
intuitively immoral actions. 5

e  The first and third formulations are usefu
if they appear too absolute, thev
contexts.

shing key moral laws th
ngful and offer usefud guida
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1. The principle of utility - the idea that the right moral choice is the one which les
the greatest number. :

R

2. The hedonic calculus is a practical method by which Bentham helieved a moral §
much happiness would be created by a choice. Therefore, it is key to understa
would practically apply his athical theory. The hedonic calculus itself is a list o
can be judged to determine how much happiness it would create quantitativel
{the strength of a pleasure], ‘duration’ {the length of the pleasure) and fecund
lead to more pleasures). Because the principle of utility could be viewed as bei
apply, the hedonic calculus gives more structure to making such decisions. '

| agentis asked to
ntintionally switchin

3. The trolley problem is a thought experiment in which
between letting five individuals die in a train col}
people but kill one person instead. Manv
intuitive rightness of switching
naturally prefer to prese

4. Studentgg
Act uti’ ioids that the right action is the one which is decided on the
happin nhappiness produced by individual acts. Rule utilitarianism ho}
which follows predetermined rules that, if routinely followed, would praduce th
greater number,

5. Students might write the following:
One problem of calculation is that it is often prohibitively difficult to quantify th
unhappiness produced by an action, as these concepts are psychological qualit
happiness for one person might produce a lot of unhappiness for another.

Another problem of calculation is that it is difficult to predict the long-term conss
have a complex set of consequenceas that cannot always be known by a moral a
that an action might produce great happiness, itis always possible that due to ¢

6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.

"Pleasure and pain are not valid ends for a system of ethics.” Discuss, {40

‘Pleasure and pain are valid ends for a system of ethics.

¢  Bentham is right in saying that pleasure and pain, or happiness and unhap
hvrnan behaviour. They are natural ends which all heman beings recognis
they cught to be sought, even if they don’t produce the kinds of duties foun

¢  {Consequencss are clearly important in moral decision-making. Thought e
probiem show that human beings intuitively consider the total effects of ¢
outcornes which produce the greatest amount of happiness.

e [tis possible to calculate the amount of pleasure and pain produced by ana
calculus. Evenif such calculations aren’t perfect, they are significantly accurg
moral action. f

e  Evenifitis too difficult to use pleasure and pain as guides for individual ac
way of understanding how moral principles can be developed from the purs;

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ystem of ethics. For cons
ces are not solely important then

&  There are other much more su1table
more appropriate, whereas !
more intuitive morz! &

' e the right moral ends produces a wide array
as® ieé majority, the prioritisation of those who esperience
th n of other important ethical concepts such as justice or virtue, ;

«  Itis®®ossible to accurately quantify and measure pleasure and pain, meaning:
what action is the right action from these moral ends. As a result, utilitarianism

Educmfl‘ii@n
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1. A} intentional D} individual
B) Assisted suicide E} die
¢} doctor Fy  illegal
Accept any reasonable alternative wording.

2. Thecase of Tony Bland.

e  Natural Law: A natural law ethicist would likely disagree with the choice to

¢  Euthanasia is the practice of ending a life, which is the intentional viclatio
natural law - the preservation of life. Therefore, generally speaking, euths
immoral within natural law. It is considered to subvert the order of societ
subverts the natural role of a doctor (to save life rather than taks it} as w
position of choosing who lives and who dies. The e of double effec
unless there was another medlcal reason tg:: isnutrition, or Mr B

Autonomy is often perceived to be 1mp0rtant in debates around euthanasia as i
socially important to respect the rights of individuals as long as they do not har
euthanasia, individuals in the UK do not possess this right, effectively denying

choice that, in the right circumstances, would not excessively harm gthers. Mor
separates the moral permissibility of voluntary and involuntary euthanasia. Th
predicated on the fact that it denies the autonomy of a uman being, whereas the
of the role of autonomy. :

4. Students might write the following: :
Active euthanasia is when deliberate steps are taken to directly end the life of
administration of lethal drugs. Passive euthanasia is when indirect steps are ta
person, most commonly the withholding of treatment that would preserve thely

5. Students might write the following:
The sanctity of life principle holds that life is sacred and preserved whenever pe
holds that the well-heing of a person should he an important factor in how the
in the case of euthanasia, these can clash because if a person's quality of life or
where living produces very high levels of suffering with no possible improvem
that their life should not be preserved, a conclusion which clashes with the san

6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.

Assess the view that natural law provides no effective moral guidanceont

‘Natural law provides effective moral guidance on euthanasia’
¢  The primary precepts offer clear moral guidance on the importance of th
these principles simply indicates that in most contexts euthanasia is wron
invalid system of ethics.
e  The principle of double effect helps moral agents evalvate complex ethica
be necessary in pursuit of an important ethica allows for more

moral agents use natural law in mod fitexts.
e  The distinction between active.e thanasia is given clearer bo
principle of double e missible to withdraw life-saving tr
- ended but it is likely to always be irnpermis

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Th&FS’ittle room for the quality of life principle in natural iaw and this
effective moral guidance on euthanasia. Without it, one is unnecessarily a
autonomy of patients and allowing for extended suffering against their w
e  The principle of double effect is only useful in a very restricted set of circy

application of the primary precepts. There are many cases, such as that of

of life should not be an automatic aim but equally balanced against a muc
® Other ethical systems, such as situation ethics and utilitarianism, which a
are much better placed to offer effective moral guidance as they allow for
sanctity of life and quality of life. These demonstrate that natural law, in ¢
effective moral guidance.

Educmfl‘ii@n
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Students might write the following: :
»  Capitalism - A system of economics and politics which prioritises the prod;
enterprise in matters of trade and industry.

e  Corporate Social Responsibility - The view that businesses have social, et
to their stakeholders.

e  Whistle-blowing ~ The actions of an individual who publicly discloses the §
business or an organisation.

The case of Edward Snowden.

#  Kantian ethics - A Kantian ethicist may well agree that Edward Snowden’
revealed that the US government was conducting surveillance on citizens
means to an end. The security of the country was prlorltlsed wholly over
thus flouting the second formulation of the catego mperative. Moreo
actions fulfilled the first formulation. There is herently contrad
whistle-blowers attempt to expose the nlawful practices of b

¢  Utilitarianism - A utilitarian mig gainst Snowden’s actions de

al

amount of happiness nce, it can be argued that greater ha
regaining privacv, ght of the revelations about the US governm
that Seawdz 1tisiis produced a lot of discontent and potentially put s

itg hey produced more unhappiness than happiness, making

Studen; i write the following:

Some thi ‘rs, such as Friedman, have argued that businesses cannot have the

as people because they are just legal or conceptual entities. The only real ghliga

is to deliver profits to shareholders, and any attempt to talk about its moral res
strategy. If this is the case, then talk of corporate social responsibility is merely

Students might write the following:

@  (lobalisation might undermine the rights and welfare of stakeholders as i
cannot exact the same pressure on businesses, as they can always sutsou
gperations to other countries. Accordingly, they might struggle more top
and welfare of workers and citizens over the profits of businesses.

e  Globhalisation might also undermine the rights and welfare of stakeholde
powerful countries and multinational corpeorations fo distort giobal mar
workers and other stakeholders might find their opportunities increasin
demands of the global economy.

Students might write the following:

What is the distinction between negative and positive liberty, and why d

Negative liberty interprets freedom as the ability to do something without soxy

preventing it. Conversely, positive liberty is the freedom to act according to yo

problem that business ethics faces is balancing these two kinds of freedom. On

who claim that to impose ethical responsibilities on businesses is to unfairly r

whereas others argue that if businesses aren’t restricted this can lead to a lack

stakeholders. At heart, what proves problematic is establishing how businesse

individual ends while allowing stakeholders to flourish in the pursuit of their o

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.
‘Good business can never be good ethics.” Discuss. (40 marks}
‘Good business can be good ethics.’

#  Businesses and corporations aren’t just legal entities but groups of humani
possess moral responsibilities but may be possessed. gfdesires to do good.
business ends isn’t at odds with ethics, so long, lieves that mterna§
business are willing to see their ethics ze ‘aeir business dealings.

e Businesses with a better ethica ch more likely to attract neW§
Any business that acts ur; ikely to suffer some conseguences, eif
through boycottl s that, at least to some extent, good busin

i “ktent necessitates good ethics, as investment int

ns is arguably important for future profits and prevents

cc company’s operations. f

‘Good bu™iéss can’t be good ethics.’ :
#  As Friedman states, a business or corporation is a legal entity and can’t pod
same way that human beings do. Instead, businesses only have the ogbligati
shareholders. This means any ethical stance held by a business is merely
business would abandon such a stance if it led to significantly decreasad

¢  (ood business isn't necessarily good ethics because businesses do not ro
to the public. Unlawful or immoral behaviour can be covered up in pursui

the significant number of whistle-blowers throughout history.

¢  Businesses regularly take advantage of market conditions to undermine s
whether it be through globalisation or exploiting the environment. The ca
pursuit of profit inevitably mean that a flourishing ethics can’t naturally e

Sty
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A Level AQL

Marks
Level What type of answer
band typ
This answer is excellent because:
s itanswers the guestion with sophistication
. i %  poinis are relevant and well sefected
6 14-16 L .
e  all knowledge and understanding is correct and detailed,
e itisclear and has used specialist terminology precisely a
e thereis alarge range of references to.itholarly theories an
This answer is very good beca
5
This answer is good because:
e itanswers the guestion
. ¢  points are relevant and mostly used properly
4 8-10 . X .
e  mostof the knowledge and understanding shown is corr
e itis clear and specialist terminology is used correctly i
#  there is a good number of references to scholarky theoriesig
This is a satisfactory answer because:
e it mostly answers the question
X ¢ most of the points are relevant
3 5-7 o
e  some correct knowledge and understanding is shown, bu
e itis quite clear and specialist terminclogy is used correctly
s  some scholarly theories and/or works are referred to ‘
This is a basic answer because:
¢  the guestion is answered in a general way
s some relevant points are mentioned
2 3-4 . ; o
s  some correct but imited knowledge and understanding i
e  sorpe correct but limited specialist terminology s used ¢
s  itis limited in referencing scholarly theories and/or warkgg
This is a weak answer because: -
¢  mostof the response does not answer the guestion
¢ alotof relevant content is missing
1 1-2 . . .
e thereis very little knowledge and understanding of the t
e  specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned &
e thereis little reference to scho) ries and/or works: COPYRIGHT
0 Nothing worthy of credit 5 p R@?EQTEE}

ag

Educmfl‘ii@n

Topic on a Page for OCR Component 2: Religion and Ethics: AL Year 1 Page 7 ofS.;




A Level AQ2

Level

Marks
band

What type of answer

6

21-24

This is an excellent answer because:

s  the argument is effective and insightful

there is insightful critical analysis and evaluation

points are clear and positions are robustly justified

it is clear and has used specialist terminology precisely an
there is a large vange of references to scholarly theories and /o3

& @ @ @

Overall, this answer is well-reasoned, detailed, integrated and 1

17-20

" Overall, this answer is detailed, relevant, integrated and legicallyé

This is a very good answer because:
the argument is clear and gere:
the analysis and evalt
points are

has used specialist terminology consistently
e is a very good number of references to schoiarly the
and evaluation

13-16

This is a good answer because:

the argument is effective and clear

there is good analysis and evaluation

points are made clearly and contain adequate justification
it answers the question

it is clear and specialist terminology is used correctly :
there is a good number of references to scholarly theories af
and evaluation

¥ @ @ 9 & O

9-12

Overall, this answer is detailed with relevant material and a 1Ugic;i

This is a satisfactory answer because:

the argument is mostly successful

there is mostly successful analysis and evaluation

points are made with some justification but not fully

it mainly answers the question

it is quite clear and specialist terminology is used correctly
some scholarly theories and/or works are referved to for ang

& & ¥ @ & &

Overall, this answer is mainly relevant and has some structure.

5-8

This is a basic answer because:
there is some evidence that an argument is being made
there is some analysis and evaluation, but this is limited
points are made but without enough justificaticn

it doesn’t answer the question full k
some correct but limited s

minology is used
arly theories and/or works

7
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e is little evidence of an argument being made
there is a lack of analysis and evaluation

points are made without any or enough justification
it does not answer the gquestion

specialist terminclogy is very rarely mentioned i
there is little reference to scholarly theories and/or works f

& & 0

Overall, this answer lacks structure and clarity.

0

Nothing worthy of credit
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