Religious Studies

X 2 ] R
& NS S S A e O ) N
A Laval | Eaaveal T ORNG
AN ATV D ARNIREARTY | IS

i i

oA DR
PR

bR R

L BT .
AR

Level Year

Paper 4: Christianity

exce

zigzageducation.co.uk POD
12299 =

Pubtish your own work... Write to a brief...
Register at publishmenow.co.uk

71 Follow us on Twitter @ZigZagR$

Photocopiable/dig

ital resources may only be copied by the purcha



NatashaAndrew
Text Box


Contents

Progduct Support from ZIgZag BEOUCATION .cewecoscsmsmomssmscnommomsosensonsensonsnsonssnsenosnsonsonssnssnsenosnsonssnssnscnoanscnsonsansonsensonll
TRrms 300 CONGITIONS OF LS viivirciriirororsoraoirorsorsoraocsorsorsorsorascsaesorsorsorsnssorssrssrsssossorsorsorsossoesossorsocsassoesoesorsocsocsavsorvarsiil
TR ACNET S I OO IOt cverenreenecrcnranronstesorsansenrusrarnnsessosresnassonsassosntesssnsssessasnsnnsnses sessesnassonsansesnaenssnassenrannannsnsonransonnann ¥

A3 Topic SUMIMENY ShBETS..iococsmmoiciscrscrseiomsonsorsersenasisorsonscrssnaaransseracuscsasuanmsossonsesssnsauaonsossenssuscnasvsoraonacnos 3 PAEES

6 Bl Relighon and SOCIETY .o 1 page

A3 Subtopic SUMMABNY ShBEES.....ciccracrorsorseracrscrscroomscroonsorsenaonscrscroosscrosnsorsenasnscrscroonscsannsorsenasnsssacroonscsoansorsenacnss 4 GAEES
®O-@

A3 SubtoDIC ACTIVITY SREBYES .iirerocrscrorsorscracnscracroomscronnsorsenaonscrscroonscrosnsorsenasnsssacnoonscsannsorsenasnsssacroonacsoansorsenacnss 4 GAEES
g

BUIBWIOTS cavcnecrscnscnsnsrrotnscnsirsonstnscnstnssasensisscnstsosnstsssnscnscasssstnssssansensensenssnsusoanscnsenscnsensssssnssascnsensonsenssnsensanscnsenscn Lt PAELS



This resource covers the A Level Year 2 Edexcel Religious Studies specification
for Paper 4: Christianity, and covers the following content:

4

Teacher’s Introduction

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes o the
specification and sample
assessment material,

Social and historical developments
4.1 Science

4.2 Secularisation

4.3 New movements in theclogy

Works of scholars
5.1 Atonement theory
5.2 A comparison of key ideas in the work of Karl Barth and John Hick

Religion and society
6.1 Pluralism and diversity
6.2 Eguality and discrimination — gender

The resource is split into the following sections:

Three A3 topic summary sheets labelled |
These sheets are intended as a summary of the key materaai in each topic and focus on the main points
rather than the detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Seven A3 subtopic summary sheets labelied to@ covering every subtopic. These present
information on the topic revision sheets, but with additional detail to provide more depth for further insight.

Seven A3 subtopic activity sheets labelled to. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and
provides write-on activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 subtopic
sheets themselves, but are also provided in a separate answer document {see section 4}. Exam-style
questions, modelled on those found in the A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: €52

A4 answer pages. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity

sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendly, Edexcel-style mark schemes are also
provided for the exam-style questions.

The A3 summary and activity sheets can be given to students to learn in lessons or at home,

As a whole, the resource can be used to heip students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
to revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
10 help the students engage with the information in a productive way.
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Answers

1. i Thetheory of evolution
it.  The Copernican model
iii. Creationism

2. Students may write the following:
i.  The theory of evolution challenged the idea that the universe was created
time. Instead, it suggested that the plants and animals alive today gradual

response to changing environmental conditions.
ii.  The theory of evolution challenged the idea that humar, beings were mad
human beings evolved from a common ancest es across hundre
defining attributes of humans arising fro ns‘to new environne

rm of Chrlstlanlty that is COhE‘l ent

nmodel of the universe where God does not excessively intervene in the lives of
creator of a rational, ordered universe that follows scientific laws.

4. Students may write the following:
The Big Bang theory contends that the universe began with an infinitesimally s
13.7 billion years to form the cosmos as humans see it today, However, the the
emerged from this small state, not how energy, time and space formed. Before
said to have existed. Similarly, there is not a good scientific explanation for wh
from an infinitesimally small singularity. For some Christian thinkers, this leav
is responsible for this sudden expansion and who created energy, time and spa
the creation account in Genesis.

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
Assess the view that intelligent design arguments are 2 weak response to th
e  The theory of evolution holds that the living beings observed throughout th

instant but instead gradually evolved over millions of vears in respouse to ¢
e  Howsever, some Christian thinkers have sought to challenge the theory of
natural phenomena that are teo complex or intricate to have evolved over §
phenomena are instead evidence of an intelligent creator.
#  These intelligent design arguments designs have been criticised in a xuartet\,E
the concepts of mmplemty used by thinkers aren’t coherent and there are
for why complex natural phenomena {such as eyes} have gradually evolvcd
s  Similarly, while those favouring intelligent design have often pointed to gapé
weaknesses of evolutionary theory, critics have contended that thisis not prg
it is still generating new knowledge of the worid. Such gaps may yet be filled:
e  However, intelligent design may not be intended to be a scientific rehuttal%ﬁ
a proclamation of faith in a creator God. Pointing to th«iproblems facing sci
to affirm a role for a Christian God in the face ¢, dopting a scienti

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Marks

Level Awarded

Answer Description

ithin the answer which is relevant or able t

demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant languag

their correct meaning/context.

. Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially ¢

statements, with few or no links made.

® Limited ability to use examples of viewpoints and judge
to suppert answers, concluding with a judgement which

® A good demonstration of knowledge on the fopic, makin
terms and words, with some mistakes.

2 5.5 ® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mo
links made.

® Some ahility to use examples of viewpoints and judgeme
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is sy
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@ Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct
with continuity throughout answer.

® Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing full
3 §-12 Y = -
links accurately made.
® Good ahility to use examples of viewpoints and judgeme

support answers, concluding with a judgement which is-

6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
‘Christianity and science cannot be meaningfully reconciled.” Analyse thi
Arguments in favour:

#  Successive scientific discoveries have shown Christian beliefs to be evident
is revised, the past success of science indicates that even revised Christian
discoveries. This suggests that science will ultimately gyiertake and become

e  Key scientific theories, such as the theory of ev the Big Bang, ar
as they pose fundamentally material the existence of natu
the spiritual explanations prov’ idnity can cohere with such a

e  Christian belief has tr: d scientific progress. This suggests & 4

challenge to eas the Christian Church would not have resisi:

il ie'science and Christianity are rarely convincing because ry
ed on speculation, and scientific explanations ar# hased on eV

D

® Rellglous claims are different in nature from scientific claims. They are ex
ask why things have come to be as they are, rather than how. It is thus cleag
and answer different questions, implying they can he reconciled. .
e  Certain scientific theories are compatible with Christian belief. The Big Bang
as featured in Genesis, while evolution might be an intelligent design princip
#  The historical opposition by the Christian Church is not a genuine indicat
Christian beliefis reconcilable with science. The Christian faith is not statig
to new rational insights into the world. :
e  The field of liberal theology is a clear example of how Christianity and sci
does not have to be thought of as inerrant in Christian faith and itis perfe
contains human error.

Marks -
Level Awarded Answer Description |
] G s No content within the answer which is relevant or able &y
¢ Asmall range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant lang;
within their correct meaning/context. g
1 i-4 o o ) . . .
e  Limited exampies of religious ideas/heliefs, with basic
¢« Very few pudgements made and these are supported by
e A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, ma
. terms and words, with some mistakes.
y 5-8 - Q. . . .
e  Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some log
e  Some judgements made but these are not fully supporte
e  Good demonstration of knowledge with the correct use
continuity throughout answ
3 9-12 COPYRIGHT

e  Examples of religi
Some judgeme

with some logical lin
stly supported by evidence.
rong knowledge on the topic, mak
fic terms and words in their correct context.
xamples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range o
Logical judgements made on most parts of the question
by evidence.
¢ A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, ms

of specific terms and words in their correct context.
5 17-20 s  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links m
e  Logical judgements made on all parts of the question, aJ

supported by evidence,
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1. Students might write the following:
The Enlightenment - This intellectual movement prioritised reason as a sour
world. This meant that key Enlightenment thinkers rejected Christian dogma t
evidential basis, instead preferring perspectives on God that could be rationall
world. Many accordingly proposed there to be a deistic God instead of the per

which fallible human beings ca; ine knowledge about God and the

2. Students may wri

The ser ti‘and state typically refers to the idea that religion sho
the pot ons of a given society. This means that the state should be
anothe *Elving no positions of power to any religious leader.

3. Students may write the following:
With: Without:
Rorman Catholicism The Religious So
Anglicanism Baptists
Pentecostalists

4. Students may write the following: G
i,  One atheistic critique of the Christian Church is that it opposes, and conting
particularly in medicine. For example, the development of stem cell therap

Christian opposition, even though these therapies could bring breakthrou

it.  Another atheistic critique of the Christian Church is that its teachings hav

and marginalisation of certain groups within Christian societies. These in

LGBTG+ spectrum and even those who profess belief in another religion.

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

&  Church attendance has been steadily declining across many Western cour
with many churches struggling to stay open as fewer people engage with o

e  Many different reasons have been given for this decline, but a key reason
Western states. More people than ever profess a belief in atheism orarea
attending religious services.

e  Howaever, there are alsoc mare and more Christians who increasingly choo
variety of reasons have been given for this decline, including people’s cha
growing distrust of the Christian Church and the belief that the Church do
values of contemporary society. :

e  The growth of spiritualism and new religious -
reasons. If people still believe in God
structures of the Christian Chy:
many to not attend r

¢«  Itmay also be

s potentially pro
it to engage with orga
ian secularisation, are more in

, increasingly prefer to express their faith in
king within charitable organisations, attending smalle;
ing key festivals and celebrations. :

Marks
Level Answer Description
Awarded B
1] 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able t
® A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant languag
their correct meaning/context.
1 1-4 ® Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially ¢
statements, with few or no links made.
® Limited ability to use examples of viewpoints and judge
to support answers, concluding with a judgement which
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® A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, makin
terms and words, with some mistakes.
2 5.0 ® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mo
links made.
® Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgeme
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is
® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct
with continuity throughout answer.
3 917 ® Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing full
tinks accurately made.
. Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgems
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is

statement. (20 marks)
Arguments in favour

Many new religious movements and Churches are growing rapidfy across
that people are simply turning away from mainstream Christian denomin
due to a disconnect with their doctrines. :
e  There is a significant portion of people who wish to practise their faith W1L
traditional forms of worship. Most Christian denominations do have some §
proves an obstacle for those who prefer their faith to be more personal ar
Christianity is really just the decline in traditional forms of worship.
Arguments against
e  Significant numbers of people are now atheists or areligivus. Aithough some
to offset the fact that the decline of Christianity is primarily due to people tu
e  The process of secularisation is niot a separate issue from the problems in
has historically been guiity of helping to marginalise women and minority
people away from organised religion and towards secular forms of ethics.
e  The separation of Church and state in many Western countries has decreas
Church and so prevented it from featuring extensively in key areas of pub
decreased the presence of the Church and the ability for it to convert new

Marks
Level } Answer Description
Awarded p
g (4 e  No content within the answer which is relevant or able
o A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant lan
within their correct meaning/context.
1 i-4 o o Coel .
e  Limited examples of religicus ideas/beliefs, with basic !
e  Very few judgements made and these are supported by
. A demonstration of limited knowled::2 on the topic, ma
terms and words, with some
2 5-8 . 5 ) ,
e Some examples of Jbeliefs, with some log
[ ]
. ravion of knowledge with the correct use
hroughout answer.

Xamples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some lngical lin
Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.
A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, mak
use of specific terms and words in their correct context.
4 13-16 e  Examples of religicus ideas/beliefs, with a wide range o
e  Logical judgements made on most parts of the question
by evidence.
+  Ademonstration of strong knowledge on the tapic, mak
of specific terms and words in their correct context. i
5 17-26 »  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links mag
¢  Logical judgements made on all parts of the question, a
supported by evidence,
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1. Students might write the following:
i.  Feminist theology is the use of feminist theory and methods of enquiry tc§
have been portrayed in scripture and the Christian Church, with the aim of}

that can better accommeodate female perspectives and experience.

ii. Liberation theology is a movement that emerged in Latin America in the
Marxist models to examine how traditional theology might be better refo
poor, marginalised and oppressed.

iit.  Black theology emerged among black clergy inthe 1960s in the USA. It u
theories of race to analyse how the Christian Church may have excluded b
experiences, and how scripture could be used to develop a new form of th
problems of racism and racial injustice.

2. Students may write the following:
i Pentecostalism
ifi.  Charismatic Christianit

thelr local communltles i
il.  Evangelical Christians often employed new technologies such as the radio §
reached a larger audience than other denominations. This proved particu
migrate more and more throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centurie

4. Students may write the following:
There has been the perception by many in the twentieth century that tradition
to address contemporary social, political and moral crises as the teachings in t
some aspects, do not directly address the context and situation of people expe
thinkers have turned to contemporary secular fields of analysis in order to har
modern political and social problems, enabling the religion to address these py
people struggling with them.

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
Assess the influence of the African Christian diaspora on the practice of the
e  With increased migration in the twentieth century, there have been grow
who were born overseas in African countries. Many of these countries ha
the diaspora used to practising their own forms of the faith in their home
e  Oncein the UK, many individuals in this diaspora found themselves dissa
practised in many traditional denominations. Accordingly, new Churches
founded that better reflected the forms of Christianity more familiar to the
e This has led to many of these Churches being amaong the fastest-growing ir
members from the diaspora joining them and the more gensral decline in
traditional denominations have experienced across the last century.
¢ Some scholars have thus suggested that these new Churches, which often & L
Pentecostal movements, may eventually replace t nal denominations
largest set of Churches in the UK. Howewv virdoubted the susts
pointing out that while they are exn apid growth, they also rely
practices that might notp e in the long term.
However, many s ” 50 pointed out how these new Churches
ndividuals from the African diaspora and hm/\ .
appeal to these individuals.

52)
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Level Answer Description

& G @ No content within the answer which is relevant or able t

® A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant language;
their correct meaning/context. S

® Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially ¢
statements, with few or no links made,

® Limited ability to use examples of viewpoints and judger
to support answers, concluding with a judgement which
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@ A good demaonstration of knowledge on the topic, makin
terms and words, with some mistakes.
2 5.8 ® Some examples of religlous ideas/beliefs, containing mo
made.
® Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgeme
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is
® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct
with continuity throughout answer.
3 917 ® Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing full
links accurately made.
® Good ahility to use examples of viewpoints and judgeme
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is

Should Christian doctrine be influenced % s of Christian theolo
Arguments in favour:
® New forms of Christi
modern political
g

» draw on secular fields are impartan
lems. Without recognising the legitimacy
i:in"wider political and social debates.

i :0gy has proved deeply important in understanding why th

be¥ y of misogyny towards women and how theology can be reform
per3péctives and experiences.

+  Liberation theology has been vital in addressing the needs of the poor, oppr
contemporary society, showing how the Christian Church cannot simply pre
instead must understand how modern political systems can keep people tra

s  Black theology has been essential in addressing how the Christian Church b
experiences, and how the Church can come together to effectively oppose a

Arguments against:

e  Christianity should not draw on secular fields of analysis as these risk dis
making it subject to what are the popular beliefs of any given time. Insteady
understanding the universal truths that fesus presented to humankind in

e  Itis possible for Christian thinkers to address contemporary political and
The adoption of secular fields of analysis does not result in genuine progr
obscures how scriptire can be interpreted to address the needs of contemg

e  The use of secular fislds of analysis prevenis Christian thinkers from gene}f
contemporary social and political problems. fnstead, Christian theology is §
present within these secular fields.

Level A&:ﬁgz d Answer Description
g 0 ®  No content within the answer which is relevant or able t
¢« Asmall range of demonstrated knowledge, refevant lang
4 14 within their correct meaning/context.
Limited examples of religicus ideas/beliefs, with basic ii
Very few judgenients made and these are supported by |
e A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, mak
3 5-8 'germs and wcl)rds,fwi';h §om§(§11ist kas il o
ome examples of religious i s, with some logi
Some judgements ! e not fully supporte C@PYRB@HT
e  Gooddemons ngwledge with the correct use P R@?E@TE 3]
q 9-12 con answer.

religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical lin
ie judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.
A demonstration of strong knowledge on the tapic, maki
use of specific terms and words in their correct context.
4 13-16 e  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of
+  Logical judgements made on most parts of the question,
by evidence.
s  Ademonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, maki
specific terms and words in their correct context.
5 17-20 e  Examples of religicus ideas/beliefs, with logical links ma
=  Logical judgements made on all parts of the question, and;
supported by evidence,
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1. Students might write the following:
Atonement - The process by which people make amends for their actions and
himself on the cross to allow for the forgiveness or repudiation of human sin.
Salvation - For Christians, salvation is the state of being delivered from sin and,
Covenant - For Christians, a covenant is a special agreement between two ind
and humanity.

2. Students may write the following:
It is difficult for Christian scholars to judge between competing accounts of a‘mrﬁ
by which atonement occurs is not described in detail in scripture, nor is it easily
reasonable exegesis. In the Gospels, Jesus acknowledges:!i death is important .
Paul argues that Jesus’ death was necessary to 7} utiian sin. However,
this to determine exactly how atonemen g that thenlogians ha
in scripture to determine the e e of ]esus sacrifice.

3. %tudents may wr

1 was necessary in order to repay the debt of honourh
to the Fall. Since God is divine, no amount of human goodness
rever, since Jesus is divine himself, his sacrifice on behalf of human
owed to God and enable reconciliation between God and humanity.

4. Students may write the following:
Aulén’s model is often called the classical model as it contends that Jesus’ deat
over sin and death. This victery' event was the primary way that early Church
although it was cften perceived as a victory over the Devil or the forces of evil.
adopts the same basic account of atonement, it significantly reflects the views o]
and so is termed the classical model.

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

Assess the issues with the moral exemplar model of atonement. {12 mar

»  The moral exemplar model of atonement proposes that Jesus’ sacrifice on
metaphysical significance nor did it meaningfully repudiate human sin. Rag
a radical demonstration of God's love that showed how human beings showg
themselves to God. .

o  The moral exemplar model was defended by Peter Abelard, who argued ¢
along with other traditional models of atonement, was inconsistent with th
personal God. Such a God would not demand repayment of a debt of hono
hehaviour that would be emblematic of a wrathful, contemptuous God.

¢ [ohn Hick also defends the moral exemplar model, holding that it fits with
baginning of a transformational process of soul-making. Jesus’ example p
God's love, one capable of inspiring people to spiritually and morally gro

#+  However, many theologians have criticised the moral exemplar maodel, arg
importance of the atonement. If one takes scripture seriously, it is clear th
his death as having a much richer theologlcal mear: it yne which isn't cap

e  Similarly, the moral exemplar model can consistent. If God
demand a sacrifice as an example of ite moral exemplar model
problems of coherency un ars have criticised more traditio
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Level Answer Description

O No content within the answer which is relevant or able &

. A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant languag
their correct meaning/context.

@ Limited exarples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially ¢
statements, with few or ne links made,

® Limited ahility to use examples of viewpoints and judge
to support answers, concluding with a judgement which
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® A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, makin
terms and words, with some mistakes.
2 5.0 ® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mo
made,
® Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgeme
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is
® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct
with continuity throughout answer.
3 917 ® Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing full
tinks accurately made.
. Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgems
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is

contemptucus. The debt was not the fault of God but human beings, with
purely an act of love by God.

e  The reconciliation of God and humankind could not have occurred throug
required, as Barth argues, a free act by God, where the judge is ‘judged in
between mortal human beings and an immortal, transcendent God can be

Arguments against a necessary debt:

e  The belief that human beings owed an unpayable debt implicitly presents
contemptucus rather than personal and benevolent. Anselm’s model is ba
honour and is not a genuine reflection of the relationship between God a

¢  There are other models of atonement that don't require a metaphysical ¢
debt owed by humanity to God. The moral exemplar model provides a be
sacrifice on the cross that still retains its transformational power.

e  Itis better to characterise Jesus' death on the cross as a victory over sin a
debt. This classical model better captures the metaphysical significance o
acknowledging how it enables human beings to be genuinely reunited wi

, Marks e
Level Awarded Answer Description

] Y e  No content within the answer which is relevant or able t
e  Asmall range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant langu;

within their correct meaning/context. .
¢  Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic i
e  Very few judgements made and these are supported by !
e A demonstration of limited knowledg::on the topic, mak

terms and words, with some
e  Some examples of religi
Some judgen;;

1 i-4
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eliefs, with some logi
tit'these are not fully supporte
: fknowledge with the correct use

, roughout answer.

<amples of religious ideas/beliefs, with sore logical link

Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence,

A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, maki

use of specific terms and words in their correct context.

4 13-16 e  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of

e  Logical judgements made on most parts of the question,
by evidence.

e A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, maki
specific terms and words in their correct context,

5 1728 e  FExamples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links ma

¢  Logical judgements made on all parts of the question, an
supparted by evidence,
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Students might list the following:
i.  Moral exemplar

it.  Religious pluralism

iti. Metaphorical

2. Students may write the following:
Barth argues that liberal theology is wrongheaded bacause in its attempts to d
Christianity, it merely develops an account of God that is a projection of humay
then God is wholly other and unable to be understood by finite, fallible human
of liberal theology can never really discover what God truly is if it commits to r
God that reflects what humans wish God to be.

Students may write the following:

Hick argues for theosis as the process by whic
for soul-making; it allows for human hgj
Altogether, the end point of thi
model of salvation bec
Christianity that :
recogn g 9

w

ings achieve salvation:
e'iree choices that can allo
ng united with God in: the afterlife;
éxplains why phenomena such as evil exig

wdily reconciled with a scientific world view. It all
1t as the turning away from a self-centred world view t
esus’ example on the cross.

4. Students'may write the following:
Barth’s theology is often described as Christocentric due to its heavy emphasis
of revelation. Since, for Barth, God is only known through his free self-revelatic
becomes the focal point for this self-revelation, with the Bible merely a witnes
altogether, all understanding of the Christian God flows from the testimony of
on Earth and so all Christian theology becomes centred on examination of Chri

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answears:

Assess the issues with Barth's Reformed approach to God and Jesus. {12

e  Barth favours an interpretation of the Christian God in line with many cla
Luther and Calvin. God’s transcendence is stressed above all, with Barth d
and inaccessible via human observation and reasoning. It is only through
mediator of Christ that human beings can come to partially know his hein

e  Barth's approach to God and Jesus arguably arrests the inevitable conclus
scripture does not accurately detail God's relationship with the world, an
strip scripture of its mythological elements. It instead proposes the Bible
the unique moment in history at which God reveals himself to humanity.

® However, Barth’s commitment to a Reformed view of God has a number o
doubt the power of human reason. Yet, if human beings were made in God
of discovering the laws and powers that guide material things, it is perhap
beings can at least partially intellectually comprehend God's being. Barth
that Christian theology cannot meaningfully progress as human beings cor

¢«  Furthermore, Barth’s Reformed approach ends up committing him to an inc
For Barth, scripture is a witness to God's self-revelation and so is not free of
rational project of dissecting these errors, Barth has to argue that scripture
communication between human beings and God, such that any reader who
experiencing God’s self-revelation on reading the Bible. " his for many schol
especially since the mechanisms by which surh ation occurs are 1
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Marks
Awarded

& 0

Level Answer Description

1thin the answer which is relevaunt or abie t

demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant languag
their correct meaning/context.
Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially ¢
statements, with few or no links made.
® Limited ability to use examples of viewpoints and judger

to support answers, concluding with a judgement which

® A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, makin
terms and words, with some mistakes.

2 5.8 ® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mo
links made.

@ Sore ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgeme
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is
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® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct
with continuity throughout answer.

® Many examples of religious ideas /beliefs, containing full
links accurately made.

® Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgemse
support answers, conciuding with a judgement which is

3 9-312

6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
‘Hick outlines a more coherent model of atonement than Barth.” Analyse t};;
Arguments in favour: &
¢«  Hick's model of atonement is compatible with a rational interpretation of
the metaphysical baggage that makes the atonement difficult to understa
viewing atonement as the start of a process of transforznation, it hecomes
reconcile belief in the importance of Jesus’ sac a scientific worl

e  Hick’s model of atonement is right in for; ‘droad meaning of aton
meaning. The theologlcal obsess ating on the metaphysical m
sacrifice have obscur iportance and its ability to transform

¢«  Hick’s model £ consistent with the rest of his theological be
exerain th a metaphorical treatment of key areas of Chris
ail t soul- -making in the Christian faith. In contrast, Barth’s o
to e with his professed belief in a benevolent God.

Ar <Juments against:

¢  Barth's model preserves the metaphysical significance of atonement whil
performed by a loving God. It allows for human beings to recognise the th
while acknowledging it partially to be a divine mystery that cannot be wh

»  Barth's model of atonement is more coherent because it treats the transc
deserves. Human knowledge of what the atonement signified cannotber
Instead, it is on scripture that Christians must base their understanding o
their intellectual capacities are limited when appreciating the meaning of

¢  Hick's model of atonement is incoherent as it cannot explain why Jesus’ de
the context of religious pluralism. It Jesus’ death on the cross is as capable

as it needs to be, then it needs some extra theological or metaphysical signi
only as inspiring as any similar sacrifice by human beings. 5
Level sz;gz d Answer Description
g g #  Nocontent within the answer which is relevant or able
s Asmall range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant langs:
within their correct meaning/context. .
1 1-4 . . .
+  Limited exampiles of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic i
e Very few judgements made and these are supported by
¢ A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, mal
2 58 terms and words, with some mistakes. ~
e  Some gxamples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some log
e  Some judgements made but these are not fully supporte
e  Good demonstration of knowledge with the correct use
3 9-12 continuity throughout answ
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Examples of religious,i
Some judgeme:

with some fogical lin
stly supported by evidence.
Strong knowledge on the topic, mak
terms and words in their correct context.
4 1308 amples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range o
: Logical judgements made on most parts of the question
by evidence.
e A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, mak

of specific terms and words in their correct context.
17-28 «  BExamples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links m
e  Logical judgements made on all parts of the question, ar

supported by evidence.

971

Topic on a Page for Edexcel Paper 4: Christiznity {A Level Year 2} Page 10 of 14




1. Students might list the foliowing:
i Hendrik Kraemer
it.  John Hick
iii. Karl Rahner

2. Students may write the following:

i.  The New Testament often claims that salvation can only occur through fe
fesus states ‘No one comes to the Father except through me’, which sugges;
can provide the genuine truth about salvation. g

it.  Attitudes such as phuralism and inclusivism often underestimate the diffe
religions. On deeper examination of even Abrahamic religions, there are d
the kind of common culture or body of teachings needed to justify the bel
partially share in the truth about salvation with.£ nity.

3. Students may write the following:
‘Anonymous Christians’ is the t
key moral and spiritual te

rI'Kahner to refer to people of o
: y. Rahner argues that this implicit
fis could be saved, even if they don’t expres

4.  Students may write the following:
Hick argues that all religions are centred around the same God or Reality, with
common currency by which this ‘Real is understood. Accordingly, no religion ¢
salvation, with all religions having a partial insight into the nature of the 'Real’.
of theclogy which focus on understanding a religion’s exclusive claims about sa
Hick argues that religious thinkers should focus on developing a global theolog
different religions to develop a richer, more inclusive understanding of what G

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
Assess the issues with inclusivism. {12 marks}
s Inclusivism is the view that while Christianity possesses an exclusive claim

other religions might have partial insights into or access to this truth. it ha
reconciling Christian beliefs about the uniqueness of Christ as saviour with
other beliefs are shared by those of other religions. g
¢  Rahner claims that inclusivism is possible as those of other religions can
Christians. This means that although they do not profess a belief in Christ
follow many of his spiritual and ethical teachings. This means they can pe
salvation and even gain partial insight into the nature of God, even if they
¢ However, some have criticised such suggestions for undermining or patrorni
It may be presumptuous to clalm that the insights of other non-Christian rel
cohere with Christian doctrine. From a pluralist perspactive, it may be thato
genuine and insightful ideas ahout the world which Christian thinkers cana
fact that Christianity itself has borrowed from Judaism and Greek philosoph
¢  The other issue with inclusivism is that it assumes that there is significan
idea of Anonymous Christians can meaningfully apply to those of other re
point out that inclusivism also only works if one denies the importance of
part of one’s path towards salvation. This suggest
salvation, then those of other religions ca
belief in Christ and the power of the
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eaiiingfully share in
iturch.

Level Ava:;EZ d Answer Description
& S E content within the answer which is relevant or able to
A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant language
their correct meaning/context.
1 1-4 e Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially co

statements, with few or no links made.
e Limited ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgem
support answers, conchiding with a judgement which is 1is

¢ A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, making
and words, with some mistakes.

2 5-8 e  Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mostly

Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgemen

support answers, concluding with a judgement which is s
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e  Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correctu
continuity throughout answer.

e  Many examples of religiouns ideas/beliefs, containing fully
links accurately made.

»  Good ability to use exaroples of viewpoints and judgemen
support answers, conchiding with a judgement which is w

3 §-12

6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
‘Is it possible to be a Christian and a religious pluralist?’ Answer with ref
scholar. {20 marks}

Arguments in favour:
¢  One can be a Christian pluralist as long as one recognises that Christianit
the truth about salvation. The fact that Christian thinkers have borrowed
non-religious traditions suggests that Jesus’ teachi e not the only on
coherent to profess a belief in the importance vhile exploring ot
®  The arguments for inclusivism and elf-defeating. If Chris
to the truth about salvation ths ean that God would automa
of the earth to punis rlife, even if they were spiritually an
plurallsm is the iake sense of a saving God without excludin
: tiaeil exposed to the Christian faith.

ristian and religious pluralist if one recognises that the m

¢ f the Bible are likely to be due to the less scientific perspective

strlps the Bible of these elements and focuses on Jesus as an inspirational
becomes clear that Christianity coheres well with pluralist attitudes.

Arguments against:

¢  There are significant sections of the Bible which state that salvation can o
These aren’t particularly mythological or supernatural claims but clear st
Christ's arrival on Earth for humanity. If one is a serious Christian who be
then it is impossible to derive a pluralist attitude from its passages.

+  Religious pluralism implies there is significant overlap in spiritual and m
and other religions. However, proper analysis of the doctrines of non-Chr
not exist and a commmon culture can't be formed between those of differen
pluralism from being a coherent attitude for any religion, including the Ch

¢  To be a religious plaralist and a Christian requires denying the uniquene
doctrines, including the incarnation and the Trinity. Yet, these are founda
Christian faith. If one rejects them then one reduces Christianity to a seto
present in any other faith or even in secular perspectives. In this sense, to
a characterless Christianity that cannot be meaningfully defined as a unig

w

Level sz;gz d Answer Description
& G ¢  No content within the answer which is relevant or able to
e  Asmall range of demonsirated knowledge, relevant langu
1 1-4 their correct meaning/context.
e  Limited examples of religicus ideas/beliefs, with basic lin
s Very few judgements made and these are supported by lin
e A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, maki
2 5.8 terms and words, with some mistakes.
e Some examples of religious ideas , with some logic
e  Somejudgements made b not fully supported COPYRIGHT
e Good demonstrat} adge with the correct use of
3 9-12 continuity, : swer . PROTECTED
. jious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links;
Vjii#izements made, mostly supported by evidence.
emonstration of strong knowledge on the tapic, makin
use of specific terms and words in their correct context.

4 Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of
Logical judgements made on most parts of the question, a
by evidence.

e A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, makin
specific terms and words in their correct context.

5 17-20 | e Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links made
Logical 3udgemems made on all parts of the question, and
supported by evidence,
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1. Students might list the following:
i.  Mulieris Dignitatem
fi.  Egalitarianism
iit. Anglicanism

2. Students may write the following: -
i, Many parts of the Bible routinely affirm that although men and women are
different roles, especially in spiritual life. Figures such as Mary embody m
women possess, such as Mother, in contrast to the roles given to men, such
ili. Historically, tradition in the Christian Church has been for men and NOH]G‘H;
Christian Church was formed on this basis as Jesus had only male apostles

Church was intended to be founded and governed

3. Students may write the following:

scripturé what could be genuinely reflective of God’s will and what instead mi
attitudes of the biblical writers. If one accepts that the Bible contains human er
was significantly misogynistic, then it is reasonabhle to believe that such misogy
even if it is not identifiable at first glance.

4. Students may write the following:
Some feminist theologians have argued that while there is historical misogyny
Church, it is possible to identify meaningfully where this misogyny is located ir
ministry of Jesus. Moreogver, there are plenty of egalitarian teachings in the Bib
positive light. Accordingly, it is thus possible to reconstruct a new Christian th
egalitarian teachings and better represents female perspectives and experienc

However, other feminist thenlogians have argued that misogyny is so deep roo
not possible to reconstruct a new, egalitarian theclogy from its scripture and ¢
new post-Christian theology must be developed that abandons many of the fou
Christian faith until now.

52}

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

Assess the strengths and weaknesses of egalitarianism as a Christian doc

¢  Egalitarianismo on gender roles in Christianity is the belief that the equals
does not involve separate gender roles. Rather, men and women should b
spiritual tife in any role they choose, whether it is as an ordained or lay m

¢ Oneimportant strength of egalitarianism is that it is a clear and direct expr
women are equal under God, it is rational to believe that hoth should be ab
insight into his nature and convey this to people in a Church context. [t also
passages in which Jesus and other figures affirm the importance of womnen
align Christianity with contemporary social and ethical zttitudes which gen
egalitarianism in public life and not arbitrarily wornen from cert
duties just as well as men.

e  The weakness of egalitarianism i
men and women. Moreov,

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Marks
Awarded

G 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able

Level Answer Description

® A demonstration of Himited knowledge, relevant langua
their correct meaning/context.

® Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially
statements, with few or no links made.

® Limited ability to use examples of viewpoints and judge
to support answers, concluding with a judgement whic
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® A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, makiy
terms and words, with some mistakes.

2 5.8 @ Some examples of religious ideas/bheliefs, containing mc
links made.

® Some ahility to use examples of viewpoints and judgem
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is

® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct
with continuity throughout answer.
3 9-12 @ Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing ful
links accurately made.
® Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgem

support answers, concluding with a judgem#nt which is

6.  Students may talk about the following ideas within the
‘It is wrong to forbid the ordination of wom
Arguments in favour:

e  The belief that men and w
participate in spirit:;
is to deny th '
argttigs

ers:
hyiistian faith.” Anal

under God should mean that mer
 wish. To deny women the chance to gove
: wards dedicating their lives to their faith. It a
: it being spiritual leaders as men, a view that is contrary
ages in the Bible on gender roles are not reflective of God’s will
yistic attitudes of the biblical writers, who are all believed to have
patriarchal society. These passages should not be taken literally when de
Church and it instead should remain open to the insights that ordained woy
»  There have been many significant female theclogians who have written on’
reconstructed to include female experiences and perspectives. The insigh
that women shouldn't be excluded from spiritual and intellectual life and
the hierarchies of the Christian Church.

Arguments against:
¢  The Christian Church has flourished due to its adherence to traditions set do
traditions include separate roles for men and women. [t would be wrong to
arbitrarily when they find their clearest example in Jesus’ selection of men a
e  Important Church figures such as Pope jJohn Paul I have pointed out the imp
women and how these contribute to prosperous human relationships. Wom
spiritual life and taking part within the Church, especially in charitable or car
from spiritual life but are restricted from being ordained to certain positions
e  The belief that men and women are equal under God does not mean they ha
life. Just as women are intended to be mothers, and men are intended to be
to certain roles within the Church. This does not mean that women are seco

Level sz;g‘z d Answer Description

& (4 ¢  No content within the answer which is relevant or able
¢«  Asmall range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant lan

: i-4 within their correct meaning/context.
e Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic i
e  Veryfewjudgements made and these are supparted by
. A demonstration of limited k on the topic, ma

2 5_g terms and words, with ke . ‘ g ‘ (:@ PY RB@HT
e Some fe%(ampl‘_e. deas/beliefs, Wyth some log p R@?EQTE B
e Someju §
. ration of knowledge with the correct use

3 ity throughout answer.

.xamples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical lin
Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.
¢ A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, mak
use of specific terms and words in their correct context.
4 13-16 o  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range o
Logical judgements made on most parts of the question
by evidence.
+  Ademonstration of strong knowledge on the tapic, mak
of specific terms and words in their correct context.
17-20 e  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links m
Logical judgements made on all parts of the question, a
supported by evidence.

141
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