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This resource covers the A Level Year 1 Edexcel Religious Studies specification
for Paper 4: Christianity, and includes the following content:

The resource is split into the following sections:

1.

Teacher’s Introduction

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assassment material.

Religious beliefs, values and teachings

1.1 The nature of God as personal and as Creator
1.2 The Trinity

1.3 The nature of the Church

1.4 Key moral principles

Sources of wisdom and authority
2.1 The Bible
2.2 The nature and role of lesus

Practices that shape and express religious identity
3.1 The diversity of practice in the Eucharist
3.2 The diversity of practice in creative expressions of religious identity

Three A3 topic summary sheets labelled: [0 i
These sheets are intended as a summary of the kay matenai in each topic focusing on the main points rather
than the detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth,

Eight A3 subtopic summary sheets labelled @ to@ covering every subtopic. This presents information
on the topic revision sheets, but with additional detail to provide more depth for further insight.

Eight A3 subtopic activity sheets labelled to. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and
provides write-on activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 subtopic
sheets themselves, but are also provided in a separate answer document {see section 4}. Exam -style
guestions, modelled on those found in the A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: €3 i

Ad answer pages. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer guestions. Student-friendly, Edexcel-style mark schemes are also
provided for the exam-style questions.

The A3 summary and activity sheets can be given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
to revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
10 help the students engage with the information in a productive way.
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Answers

1. Students might list the following:
i,  Matthew 19:26
il.  Genesis 1:1
iit. Isaiah 46:9-11

2. Students may write the following:
i.  Stewardship
ii.  Father, Son, Hely Spirit
iii. Personal

3

Students may write the following:

i, One problem is in defining what kind of power Gad
God might appear powerful without limits,
ability to create things ex nihilo.

ii.  Another problem is definin

omnipotence as po

making himse!f s

ught to possess froé
certain whether this ;

without conceptual or logical cong
nits might imply that God could create a st

5 .llowing:
bw they are defined, certain attributes of God can conflict when th;
such that ™5 Incoherent to believe that God could possess several attributes at oxn
problem of evil, where it is possible to ask why an omnipaotent, loving God would 13

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
s  In the Christian faith, developing a coherent account of God faces two key pr
of attributes that corresponds to the God featured within Christian scriptur
these attributes so that any characterisation of God is consistent and non-c

&  Inthe case of the first problem, there are issues in the fact that the depictio
across the Old Testament and the New Testament. In the former, for examp

and even punishes those who disabey him. In the New Testament, God is ¢
This raises questions about how God loves human beings and how this inte
justice and omnipotence.

#  Inthe case of the second problem, there are issues in reconciling attributes
philosophically conflict. For instance, the property of omnipotence raises p

and the existence of avil. Many theologians have attempted to solve the pro
attributes or reinterpreting certain concepts. Augustine argued that evil w:

God, in his infinite wisdom and power, had foreknowledge over who would
arguably solves the problem of evil, but some Christians may disagree that

¢  Other theologians have argued this second issue misses the point. Buber ar
should be focused on understanding their relationship with God in the 4-th

This focus means that Christians should not aim to coherently identify attri
authentic relationships can be built between humans and divine beings. Al
conceptual conflicts between atiributes of God is not an overwhelming issu

Level A;M;::Ez d Answer Description
g 0 . No content within the answer which is relevant or able to
A demonstration of limited knowle & relevant language
correct meaning/context. COPYRIGHT
. Limited examples of (ieas /beliefs, potentially co
Lo 1 e gaces/bellels, porentially PROTECTED
° imite: ‘Use examples of viewpoints and judgerm
: ers, concluding with a judgement which is lir
od demonstration of knowledge on the topic, making i
and words, with some mistakes.
2 5-% Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mostly & |
. Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements 9
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is su
® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use: Qg
continuity throughout answer, EdUE Qti@ﬂ
3 9-17 & Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully ¢ ‘ '
accurately made.
2 Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements:
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is w
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1. i Consubstantial
ii.  Elshim
iti. The Nicene Creed

2. Students may write the following:
Matthew 3:16-17, Matthew 28:19-20, 1 john 5:7

3. Students may write the following:
Analogies can help understand the Trinity as they provide useful reference poin
God can be three persons in one. By comparing God with, for example, water tha
states, the Trinity becomes easier to conceive of. However, the downside to anal
nevear completely accurate and cannot wholly explam an.sidiact concept such as
show that the Trinity is not unintuitive or absur ot Provide real evident

4. Students may write the followin
The idea that there wer

; each fully God but together constit’uting

(83}

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

¢  There has been a long-standing debate in Christian theology about the best te
and Holy Spirit. Throughout Christian history, various terms have been used,

=  The use of the term ‘persons’ has been typically supported by an appeal to
is its own self. The term ‘person’ thus establishes the independence of each
imporiance of one overall God.

+  However, some modern theologians have questioned the use of ‘person’. K
‘modes of being’ is a better description of the trinitarian parts. This is beca
each part of the Trinity has some self-consciousness, when the Trinity alwa
while the term ‘modes of being’ could be close to being heretical, in the line
proposed modalism, Barth argues this mistake rests on a misunderstandin
employed by early Church theclogians. ;

#+  However, some stil argue that ‘persons’ is the best term, for any talk of mode
trinitarian part. Altogether this raises the prospect that there is no perfect tey,

Marks
Level Answer Description
Awarded I :
0 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or
& A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant lan
their correct meaning/context.
¢ 1-4 ® Limited examples of religicus ideas/beliefs, potenti
statements, with few or no links made.
° Limited ability to use examples of viewpaoints and j
examples to support answe
. wledge on the topic, rod COPYRIGHT
ome mistakes. PROTECTED
2 5_g freligious ideas/beliefs, containing

me ability to use examples of viewpoints and jud
to support answers, concluding with a judgement w

Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the co
with continuity throughout answer. :
® Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing

many finks accurately made. 5
® zood ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgs
1o suppart answers, concluding with a judgement w
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i.  Roman Catholic Church
ii.  Apestolic Succession
iii. Orthodoxy

Students may write the following:

i Unity ~ that therg is one global Christian Church. 5
ii. Holiness - that the Christian Church is set apart by God as something sacred
iii. Catholicity - that there is a togetherness to the Christian Church, formed by §
iv.  Apostolicity - the Christian Church is founded on the living traditions set ou

Students may write the following:
The major impact of the Reformation was to undermine the traditicnal Catholic b
authority to scripture. Many Reformers instead advocat ola seriptura, th
This supported critiques of Catholic worship pr cially those such as
scripturally unevidenced.

Students may write the foll
The Council of Cha " rtant as it added an extra section to the Nice

h 11light of the theological controversies that had provok
. }ey defining the principles of unity, holiness, catholicity and a
W inder one religion. It also set out the ways in which Christians co
Church, which was particularly important considering that divides had previous

commitment a Christian was required to uphold when participating within the C

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answars:

=  Unity is one of the four marks of the Nicene Creed and puts forward the no
Christian Church which accommodates all followers within it

¢  Unity has been perceived to be important, as historically divides have eme
have caused significant conflict over who gets to participate within the Chu

e  (One example is Cyprian of Carthage, who argued that there must be princip
had lapsed during periods of persecution. These reinforced the idea that co
excluded from the Church based on past actions.

e The mark of unity is also important when connected to other marks such a
togetherness. It is arguably the case that endorsing one requires endorsing

#  However, there are also problems in that unity has been deployed by theo
belief. This has arguably caused schisms in the Christian Church, particulars
Church authority. One key example is Luther criticising the Catholic Church g

¢  Itispossible, therefore, that stressing the importance of unity can also be &3
developments in the Christian faith that could improve its reach and value

ot

Marks
Level Answer Description
Awarded B
it 0 8 No content within the answer which is relevant or able to
. A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant language a
correct meaning/context. f
1 1-4 . Limited examples of religious i fs, potentially cony

with few or no links mag
° Limited ability ! of viewpoints and judgem

ding with a judgement which is li1

; stration of knowledge on the tepic, making
words, with some mistakes.

Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mostly
Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgemen
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is st

@ Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use
continuity throughout answer.
& Marny examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully C
accurately made. :
® Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements:
support answers, concluding with a judgement which is wi

3 9-12
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1. i Philia
il.  Storge
iif. Eros
iv.  Agape - Most important

2. Students may write the following:
i. Ethical teachings are much more focused on laws, rules, and commandments
Testament are more concerned with virtues and moral character. 5

ii.  Ethical teachings in the New Testament are focused around the concept of Ig
relationship to God. 3

3. Students may write the following:
in the Gospels, Jesus emphasises that it is not just fol
possessing the right kinds of moral motivatj
matter of reciprocity, but treating ever:

ral laws that make
mportant of these is
love you feel you should be

4. Students may write the.
! . siate'Christians towards committing more charitable a
regi L elationship to you is emblematic of agape love. :
ii. Agaj¥s&S@¥may motivate Christians towards more evangelism, as spreading;
encotirage others to form their own relationships with God and so experienc:

5.  Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

e  Within Christian ethics, agape love is held to be particularfy importantast
humanity. Christians therefore often try to act in a way that demonstrates ot
this can often accommeodate other forms of fove. :

e  Jesus teachings in the Gospels, as well as St Paul’s teachings in the Epistles
not just an abstract idea but an underlying principle behind biblical laws. To,
ethical motivations is to act according to agape love.

s  However, one problem is that it is not always clear how love relates to some.
Testament, which represent cornmands by God. For instance, it can be argue
actions or encourages treating some groups differently, which is not nerces

+  This problem was highlighted in particular by Joseph Fletcher, He argued ¢
means that there are no strict moral laws, and the rightness or wrongness o
upon the situation at hand.

s Fletcher’s suggestion was controversial, but it reflects the difficulties in reca
laws often found in the Old Testament. What may appear to be lovinginap
transgress biblical law.

<

Marks

Level Answer Description
Awarded B
0 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able
° A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant langua
their correct meaning/context.
1 1-4 . Limited examples of religious i eliefs, potentially

statements, with few or ra !
. Limited ability to
to support.
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with continuity throughout answer.
® Many examples of religious ideas/heliefs, containing full
links accurately made.
@ Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgemes
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1. Inorder

NT
oT
oT
oT
NT
NT

b2

3. Students may write the following:

i,

i

Apostol §
then the
beliefs o
reflects Jesus’ real teachings, and so is of equal authority to those teachings that

5.  Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

@

Students may write the foliowing: A
To say that the Bible is inerrant means that it does not contain any errors. For som
passage must be interpreted as literally true, but it can also mean that its cors tea

revelation to the a
& them. :
pired by God, such that reve

One interpretation is that the Bible was directly.
was to directly transcribe the words G

s of the Church are connected to the traditions of}Lsm earlie
followers who witnessed Jesus’ ministry. For Catholics, this mea

1%2]

The doctrine of sola scriptura holds that only scripture is authoritative in €
position that denies that Christian tradition and the Church should hold a s
Christian doctrine.

Supporters of sola scriptura often argue that the Bible is an essential witne
accepts that fesus is the genuine Son of God, then it is to his words that Chrig
to the words of other figures interpreting his ministry.
The key problem with sola scriptura, however, is that it is not always easy t&
especially those whose meaning may require important background inform
scriptura may argue that Christians approaching scripture without such in
misinterpreting its teachings. If this is true, then the Church may play an in
Christians to understand how to interpret scripture. 5
Similarly, critics may argue that the apostolic succession of clergy stretching
means there are important Christian traditions that ave easily interpretable
However, proponents of sola scriptura may argue it is possible to give advice

authority. Similarly, traditions may play an important role in Christian sociaj;

use of the Bible as the fundamental source of authority for matters of ethical

Level

Marks

Awarded Answer Description

=%

0

0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to g

. A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant language
correct meaning/context. :
° Limited examples of religi
with few or no link
. Limited ak '

1-4 fs, potentially con

imples of viewpoints and judgem
' concluding with a judgement which is s

;d demonstration of knowledge on the tepic, making
and words, with some mistakes. :
Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing maostly
° Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements

support answers, concluding with a judgement which is suf

w

® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct useg
continuity throughout answer.
& Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully ¢t
accurately made.
® Good ability to use examples of viewpoings and judgements%
support answers, concluding with a judgement whichisw
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

Arguments in favour:

¢  Revealed theology places greater trust in revelation, which, if one accepts i
benevolent God, should take priority over knowledge gathered through hu
subject to error.

#  Scripture is the direct witness and record of God’s self-revelation in the for
can support this revelation but cannot supersede it without denying the im

& Natural theclogy, in its use of ohservation and reason, can lead to a continu
even reduce it entirely down to matters of science. This risks losing the ess

¢  Natural theology is limited in scope due to human beings being corrupted b
in ever-changing beliefs in comparison to the steadfast, unchanging teachin

Arguments against:

¢+  Christians believe that God made humankind in his
powers of reason reflect God’s intellectual pg;
appropriate way to discover knowled

+  Natural theology has reveal
attributes of God, and

e  Naturaltheqls :

. If this is true the
s iaeans that human
re and being.

sting and invaluable informatior
itéract. Without it, the Christian understa
) upport for the truths of revealed theology, s
reated world and helping to apply them to contexts no

knowledge of the world develops.

Marks -
Level Awarded Answer Description

4] 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able t

e  Asmall range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant lang
their correct meaning/context.
Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic §
Very few judgernents made and these are supported by |

®  Ademonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, mak
terros and words, with sorne mistakes,
Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logic:
Some judgements made but these are not fully supporte

e Good demonstration of knowledge with the correct use of
answer.
Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical Hni{
Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence,

3 9-12

& A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, maki

use of specific terms and words in their correct context.
4 13-16 e  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of
Logical judgements made on most parts of the guestion,
evidence.

¢ A demonstration of strong kr
specific terms and

n the topic, maki
rrect context.
eas;/beliefs, with logical links ma
ade on all parts of the question, an
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(62

L Arius
il. Nestorius
iil. Heresy

Students may write the following: :
The suggestion that Jesus was subordinate to the Father implied for some theolog
coequal or coeternal with the Father. For subordination implies that the Son wa
controversially that the Son is of a different substance to the Father.

Students may write the following:

fustification by works is where someone is made righteous through a combinati
means individuals are required to believe God but also t rm works that d
betlief. Justification by faith, however, puts forwarg. eine is made righte
not their actions. This is because for prono ings have no power
freely given through God’s grace

Students may | wrlt

leasonmg, to override the revelation God has chosen to 1mpart through Jesus Ch
arecord or witness of this revelation, should be the primary or only source of a
or its accompanying traditions. It is Jesus, for Luther, who is Prophet, Priest, and

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

#  Justification by faith holds that it is only faith in God that can lead to someo
because human beings have no power to save themselves, it is only througd
sormegne can be saved.

¢  Proponents of justification by faith claim that the traditional Catholic positi
human heings an undue amount of authority over salvation. As individuals v
fallible by the Fall, it should be up to human beings to decide what kinds of
it encourages wrongful practices such as the sale of indulgences which enco

=  However, proponents of justification by works argue that the doctrine of fa
possibility of a believer in God committing acts of sin but still receiving salv.
ignoves the importance of good works as detailed by Jesus within the Gosp

#  Proponents of justification by faith may still respond that genuine faith and
avoiding sinful action. [t is only when this faith falters, or is rejected, that h
performing the actions which perceivably might deny an individual the pos

Level Answer Description

Marks
Awarded

{ 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to gE

° A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant langnage
correct meaning/context.

° Limited examples of religious i
with few or no links made

. Limited ability te
support az

fs, potentially co

5 of viewpoints and judgem
ing with a judgement which is i

, stration of knowledge on the topic, making
Wwords, with some mistakes. 5
Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mast
made. :
. Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements

support answers, concluding with a judgement whichis st

B2

8 Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct usg

continugity throughout answer.

3 9172 & Marny examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully C
accurately made. :

8 Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements:
support answers, concluding with a judgement whichisw
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
Arguments in favour of a suffering God:

(-2

Arguments against a suffering God:

A suffering God is one that is much more intuitive considering the nature o
God can suffer alongside human beings, it reinforces the empathetic relatio
God stands in solidarity with those wha are suffering.
For Guod to be personal, it is necessary that God can change alongside the fo

caring, he must be receptive and suffer alongside human beings.
The attribute of impassibility is a hangover from Greek philosophy and not &
reading of the New Testament. Moreover, a changing God is one thatis con
Viewing God as able to suffer can help theologians malke sense of the aporia
Mark 15:34, for it is not just the human Jesus suffering on the cross but also §

#  The attribute of impassibility is supported by both er reading of the
reflection on the nature of God. If God is etery ilo, then it must
e  Itis perfectly conceivable that it was
other cases when Jesus disnlaz%
divine, as set out in th,
¢  As Weinandy, :
lovs ek o
L : :
Level szz‘z d Answer Description
it 0 &  No content within the answer which is relevant or able to
s  Asmall range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant langu

1 14 their correct meaning/context.
Limited examples of religious ideas /beliefs, with basic linkg;
Very few judgements made and these are supported by lim

# A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, making
terms and words, with some mistakes.

2 5-8 o . . -
Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical
Some judgements made but these are not fully supported by

®  Good demonstration of knowledge with the correct use of t

3 9-12 answer.

Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical link
Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.
s Ademonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, makin
of specific terms and words in their correct context.

4 13-16 &  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of
Logical judgements made on most parts of the question, ar
evidence.

e A demonstration of strong knowled the topic, makin
context.

5 17-20 ith logical links mad

orrall parts of the question, and
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1. 1. This passage sets out the hasic practices of what has now hecome the Euch

bread and wine representing jesus’ body and hicod, ;

il.  This passage describes the meaning of the Eucharist in terms of Temembran

dehate as to how the Eucharist should be interpreted, as a supernaturaliy ¢
performed as a memorial.

2. Students may write the following:
Baptism, Marriage

3. Students may write the following: :
Catholics believe that the bread and wine used during the Eucharist undergo tras
meaning that they physically change into Jesus’ body and blond. Anglicans, howey
about the ritual, with many preferring to view it as a 7} stery.
Catholics believe that the Eucharist should be a tice, being restricted th
within the Catholic Church. Anglicans ve it should be an open pra
chaoses during a service.

4. Students may writ

Transubg 3 ‘belief that the bread and wine used during the Euchar
transfors e body and blood of Jesus. Transignification, however, is t
Eucharis ¥S not occur physically, but in the minds or experiences of thase pa

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:

¢  The doctrine of transubstantiation holds that the bread and wine used da
physical transformation into the body and blood of Christ. This is based on
such as Matthew 26:17-28 but also on the experiences of participants from

#+  However, many Christians of different denominations have criticised this d
especially when it is so hard to intuitively understand how such a physical
some have proposed that thera is a pneumatic presance in the Eucharist rit
change in the bread and wine.

e Alternatively, others in the Protestant denominations have argued for tran
in the Conmunion bread and wine is not physical, but does sccur within th
participants. Thus, it feels as if there is a miraculous change, even if the act
suggestion is often viewed as preserving the spiritual importance of the Eu
difficudt to grasp elements of transubstantiation.

® However, some have argued that even transignification is an unnecessary a
22:19-28, one can just view the Eucharist as having symbolic importance.
a memorial to fesus. Proponents argue this does not sacrifice the importan
performed with the right intentions.

j9x]

Marks -
Leval Awarded Answer Description

0 0 & No content within the answer which is relevant or able t

. A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant languag
correct meaning/context.

o Limited examples of religious id
statements, with few or n:
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2 Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mostl
. Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgeme .
support answers, concluding with a judgemsnt which is |9
® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct
continuity throughout answer. ‘ Qg
3 9-12 ® Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing full Edéuﬂﬁtiﬁ}ﬂ
links accurately made. : :
& Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgement

support answers, concluding with a judgement which is
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
Arguments in favour: :
s There is no direct biblical support for transubstantiation. In fact, Luke 22:16

Eucharist should be done in remembrance of his sacrifice, not as a transformn
¢  Itispossible to hold there is a divine mystery about the Eucharist without
ritual should be performed. The focus should he instead on the reasens beh
Jesus. 5
e  Docirines such as transubstantiation and transignification make little rations
good logical reason to believe that the bread and wine can physically transf
changing, while in the latter case, Christians do not need to mentally believe.
the first place,
#  Analysis of the supernatural changes occurring in the Eucharist ritual have
Holding it to be a memorial means that Christians are focused on the impo
means for the world today. :

Arguments against:
#  [Itis possible to treat the Eu
transformation at t

't of remembrance while holding t
ritual. The two views are not rutually ex
#  Jesusencourz to perform the Eucharist ritual precisely bec
wa iR d nstrate his power on earth and show that anything is
o yal and spiritual transformation of the bread and wine is importa
expe®iice. It helps Christians appreciate the significance of Jesus' sacrifice
God’s power to grant salvation is still a present reality. :
¢  Viewing the Eucharist as mere memorial does not do justice to the spiritual ‘
has traditionally been practised throughout the history of the Christian Chuy
recognised there is an essential divine mystery within it and this tradition is;

Marks o
Level Awarded Answer Description

0 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to

s A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant langu
their correct meaning/context. :
Limited examples of religious ideas /beliefs, with basic link ‘
Very few judgements made and these are supported by lim f

s A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, making
terms and words, with some mistakes.
Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical
Seme judgements made but these are not fully supported

s Good demonstration of knowledge with the correct use of
answer.
Examples of religious ideas /beliefs, with some logical link
Seme judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.

3 9-12

e A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, makin

of specific terms and words in their correct context.
4 13-16 e  Examples of religious ideas/beli
Logical judgements made
evidence.

) A dem
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i.  Crucifix
ii.  Hymnps
iii. Rosary

2. Students may write the following:

The Lord's Prayer ~ Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name...

3. Students may write the following: 3
Public prayer is performed communally outside of one's home. A typical example:
church service. Private prayer, however, is performed individually inside of eme's%

4.  Students may write the following:

The Nativity represents the events surrounding , &8 detailed in the fi

an important expression of thanks for Chri Wish to celebrate Jesus’ lif;

educate younger people about b world. :

5. Students maztall iiowing ideas within their answers:

e Icoj 3 ed images or figures, have often been used as aids to p
Eas$§ odox churches. They are perceived to help Christians visualise
praycl real spiritual events throughout scripture and Christian history. @

3 However, some Christian denominations and movements have criticised the
displace ordinary prayer, some have contended that the icons effectively b
waorshipping thers instead of forming a deeper connection with God.

e  Ifthisis the case, then the use of icons becomes idolatry, a practice forbidden §
mary Protestant Christians, the focus should not be on images or icons but on

¢  Nonetheless, many Christian traditions which do use icons claim that they
1o recognise the importance of images and art in the Christian Church with
worship of this art. Instead, a good inward religious life can be consistent w

Level Marks Answer Description
Awarded
{ 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to
@ A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant language
correct meaning/context.
1 14 & Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially co
with few or no links made.
2 Limited ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgem

suppert answers, concluding with a judgement which is i

and words, with some mistakes.

8 A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, making my

2 5-8 & Some exampies of religious ideas/bellefs, containing mostly
Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgemen
support answers, concluding with a indsement which is su

. Far-reaching knowledge d d with the correct us¢
continuity throughn

3 9-12 ° Many exam s ideas/beliefs, containing fully ¢

port answers, concluding with a judgement which is w

Aty to use examples of viewpoints and judgementsg
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers:
Arguments in favour:

¢  The most important part of a good Christian life is forming a relationship wi

personal prayer and inward religious reflection. Art may be enjoyable but it

¢  There are many practising Christians who may not enjoy or understand art

a good Christian life and connect with God.

&  Christian art is primarily useful for helping new followers and younger mes

impaortance of Christian traditions and teachings. The Nativity is a good exa

which is important for young people but less important for adult members

¢ Music such as hymns has a valuable role in bringing Christians together an

content of hymns that is most important, not their artistic form. They are ir

reflection on God, and music in itseif is not essential for Christians to under

Arguments against:
#  Artis a vital part of a good Christian life as i
closer to God. Without such art, 1t may
relationship with God.
e  Practising Christia
an essential 2° '

esinovel religicus ex
to open one’s mind ted

reative, but liturgies routinely include art,;

#  Arthas been a central feature of Christian tradition and history since the e:
essential part of Christian life. To deny this fact is to deny the collective wis
and followers.

Marks N
Level Awarded Answer Description

1] 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to

e Asmall range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant langu
their correct meaning/context. 5
Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic links
Very few judgements made and these are supported by limi

¢  Ademonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, makingé
terms and words, with some mistakes.
Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logica}%
Some judgements made but these are not fully supported by

&  (ood demonstration of knowledge with the correct use of
answer.,
Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical link
Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.

¢ A demgnstration of strong knowledge on the topic, makin
of specific terms and words in their correct context.

4 13-16 e  Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of |

Logical judgements made on m of the gquestion, a

evidence.
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e A demonstratic riowledge on the topic, makin
speci , s in their correct context.
5 17-20 : eligious ideas/beliefs, with logical links made;

b
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